ENVI RONMENT
4/ 24/ 2023

COUNCI L OF THE CI TY OF PH LADELPHI A
COMWM TTEE ON THE ENVI RONMENT

Renote | ocation using Mcrosoft® Teans
Monday, April 24, 2023
10: 00 a. m

PRESENT:

COUNCI LWOVAN KATHERI NE G LMORE RI CHARDSON, CHAI R
COUNCI LWOVAN CI NDY BASS, VI CE- CHAI R

COUNCI LWOVAN KENDRA BROOKS

COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER

COUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL

COUNCI LMAN JI M HARRI TY

COUNCI LWOVAN SHARON VAUGHN

Bl LL: 230127




ENVI RONMENT
4/ 24/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Good norning. Good
nmorni ng. Before we begin the public
hearing, | wll nmake the follow ng
announcenent: Due to the continuing
threat to public health from COVI D
19, Gty Council Conmttees are
currently nmeeting renotely. W are
using M crosoft Teans to nmake these
renot e hearings possible.

| nstructions for how the
public may view and offer public
testinony at public hearings of
Council Conmmittees are included in
the Daily News, Inquirer and Legal
Intelligencer prior to the hearings
and can al so be found on
PHLCouncil.com | now note that the
hour has cone.

Ms. Alford, will you pl ease
call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance w |
pl ease indicate that you are present

when your nane is called. Also,
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pl ease say a few brief words when
respondi ng so that your imge will be
di spl ayed on screen when you speak.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenmber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: Good
nor ni ng, Madam Chair and col | eagues
and Phil adel phia. | am present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Vaughn.

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN: Good
nor ni ng, everyone. Happy Monday.

THE CLERK: Counci | mnenber

Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Good
norning. | am present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: | am
present, but not as happy as Sharon.
THE CLERK: And, Chair
G I nore Ri chardson.
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: | am present. Thank

you. A quorumof the Committee is
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present and this hearing is now
called to order. This is the public
hearing of the Commttee on the
Envi ronment regarding Bill No.
230127.

Ms. Alford, will you pl ease
read the title of the bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 230127,
an ordi nance anendi ng Secti on 20-304
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
"Conpensation for Menbers of Boards,
Commi ssions, Conmttees and

Councils," by revising the
conpensation for nenbers of the
Environnmental Justice Advisory
Conmmi ssi on, under certain ternms and
condi tions.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Before we
begin to hear testinony fromthe
W t nesses we have for today, everyone
who has been invited to the neeting
to testify should be aware that this

public hearing is being recorded.

Because the hearing is public,
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partici pants and vi ewers have no
reasonabl e expectation of privacy.
By continuing to being in the
neeting, you are consenting to being
recor ded.

Additionally, prior to
recogni zi ng Menbers for the questions
or comments they have for w tnesses,
| wll note for the record at this
time that we will use the chat
feature available in Mcrosoft Teans
to allow Menbers to signify that they
W sh to be recognized. 1In order to
conply with the Sunshine Act, the
chat feature nust only be used for
t hi s purpose.

Before we call up our
w tnesses for this bill today, |
wanted to qui ckly thank ny col |l eagues
for your presence regarding this
| egi sl ati on and quickly give an
expl ai ner around this bill. So the
current Code | anguage allows for a
$240 stipend for all of the

Envi ronnmental Justice Advisory
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Comm ttee nenbers.

This legislation would raise
the limt to $1500 for the total
stipend. The Ofice of
Sustainability already has the
fundi ng available for this increase.
When we' ve been recruiting for
Commi ssioners for the EJAC Committee,
we' ve heard that $40 per neeting was
a barrier to getting people to
participate, particularly fromthe
popul ations that we are targeting,

t hose who have actual 1ived
experi ence around environnental
I njustice here in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

So | just wanted to let you
all know that this legislation would
allow us to recruit nore people who
have |ived experience around
environnental injustice in our Cty
and help themto have a seat at the
table on this very inportant issue,
sonet hi ng that has been happeni ng on

the local level for a very long tine,
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but particularly a renewed interest
obvi ously at the federal |evel under

t he Bi den Adm nistration and the work
of the United States EPA, and
particularly the Local Governnent

Advi sory Commttee, of which | am a
nmenber, the only nenber from

Phi | adel phia and the only nmenber from
t he Commonweal th of Pennsylvania. So
t hank you very, very nuch.

Ms. Alford, will you please
call the first panel we have to
testify this norning on Bill No.
230127.

THE CLERK: Cenevi eve LaMarr
LeMee.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: CGkay. Good norni ng.
Genevi eve, are you connected and
ready to proceed?

M5. LAMARR LEMEE:

(Gestured).

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

Rl CHARDSON: Ckay. Excellent.

Pl ease state your nane for the record
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and proceed with your testinony.

M5. LAMARR LEMEE: Good
norni ng. Genevi eve LaMarr LeMee from
the Ofice of Sustainability. Can
everyone hear ne?

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Yes, we can hear
you.

M5. LAMARR LEMEE: (Ckay.
Perfect. So good norning,
Chai rperson G | nore Richardson and
menbers of the Conmttee on the
Envi ronnment. Thank you for having ne
today. As | said, ny nane is
Genevi eve LaMarr LeMee. [|I'mthe
Seni or Advi sor for Environnental
Justice at the Ofice of
Sustainability.

|"m here today to testify in
support of Bill No. 230127, as the
Counci | woman stated an ordi nance t hat
seeks to increase conpensation for
menbers of the resident-I|ed
Environnmental Justice Advisory

Conmmi ssion from $40 to $125 for each
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Comm ssi on neeti ng.

Executive Order 223 signed
March 15th of this year recognized
the need for the Environnental
Justice Advisory Conmm ssion beyond
sinply production of an annual
report. The increased conpensation
proposed in Bill No. 230127 would
align wwth the increase in the
Comm ssion's activities and expected
contri buti on.

Furthernore, as stated when
recruiting four Comm ssioners, we
recei ved resident feedback that the
$40 conpensation per neeting was a
barrier to participation, especially
for the popul ati on being targeted,
those with Iived experience of
environnental injustice. The Ofice
of Sustainability currently has the
fundi ng avail able to support this
I ncrease in conpensation, and we wl|
continue to have that funding for the
next five years under the Mayor's

proposed budget.
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The O fice of Sustainability
supports this neasure, and
accordingly | respectfully request
that this Commttee approve Bill No.
230127. Thank you. And if there's
any questions, |'m happy to answer
t hem

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you so
much, Cenevieve, not only for your
testi nony but for your great work.

Are there any questions from
menbers of this Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Are there any questions
fromnmenbers of the Commttee for
Genevi eve?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  All right. Well, seeing
none we thank you, Genevieve, for
your work. You know that we have
wor ked closely with you all just

around the fornmati on of EJAC and
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really funding and resourcing this
very inportant work, which I know we
will have to ensure that we resource
additionally in the nonths and years
to cone. So | thank you for your
great work and | ook forward to
continuing to work wth you.

kay. For the record, I'd
| i ke to recognize the presence of our
Vice-Chair of this Commttee.
Counci | menber G ndy Bass is present
for this hearing. Thank you so nuch,
col | eague and Vi ce-Chair
Counci | menber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you
very nmuch, Madam Chair. | am honored
to be here and | thank you for
holding it down as usual. Thank you,
Madam Chai r .

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you.

Are there any additional
guestions for this panel ?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




ENVI RONMENT 12
4/ 24/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

RI CHARDSON: Hearing no further
questions for nmenbers of this panel
and there being no other panels to
testify, we wll take a brief break
to connect to our public neeting.

Ckay. So there being no
further questions from nenbers of
this Conmttee and no other w tnesses
to testify on Bill No. 230127, | w |
ask if there is anyone el se present
in this hearing whose nane we fail ed
to call and that w shes to offer
testinony on the bills and
resol utions being considered today?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Hearing none, | want to
thank all the panels and w t nesses
for their participation. W value
your opinions and now invite all
panel s and w tnesses to pl ease
di sconnect fromthe hearing before we
go into our public neeting on the
bills and resolutions. W will now

pause the proceedings briefly as
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multiple participants | eave the
heari ng.

And this concludes the public
hearing of the Commttee. W wl|
now go into a public neeting to
consi der the action to be taken on
the bills and on the bill before this
Committee today. W wll now convene
t he public neeting.

Ms. Alford, will you please
call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance w ||
pl ease indicate that you are present
when your nane is called. Also,
pl ease say a few brief words when
respondi ng so that your imge will be
di spl ayed on screen when you speak.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber

Br ooks.
(No response.)
THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Br ooks.
(No response.)
THE CLERK: We'll circle back
to her.
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Counci | menber Vaughn.

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN: | am
her e.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenmber
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: | am
present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: | am
her e.

THE CLERK: Vi ce-Chair Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: | am
here. Present.

THE CLERK: Chair Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: | am present. Thank
you, Ms. Alford.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Bass for a notion on
Bill No. 230127.

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS:  Thank
you, Madam Chair.

| nove that the
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af orenenti oned bill be noved from
this Commttee with a suspension of
the rules and a favorable
reconmendat i on.

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. The Chair
notes for the record that
Counci | menber Vaughn seconds the
not i on.

|t has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
230127 be reported fromthis
Committee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that
the rules of Council be suspended to
permt first reading of this bill at
t he next session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion will signify by stating aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE

Rl CHARDSON: Those opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

LEXI TAS
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RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it. The
notion carri es.

Thi s concl udes the busi ness
before the Commttee on the
Envi ronnent today. Thank you all so
very nmuch for your attendance and
participation. Have a great day.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: Take
care, Councilwoman.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch, Madam
Vice-Chair. Thank you, coll eagues
and nmenbers of this Commttee.

(Commttee on the Environnent

concluded at 1:12 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

|, hereby certify that the
proceedi ngs and evi dence noted are contai ned
fully and accurately in the stenographic
notes taken by ne in the foregoing matter,
and this is a correct transcript of the

samne.

TANEHA CARROLL _
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sane by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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