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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Good
nor ni ng, everyone, and welcone to
Phi | adel phia Gty Council Commttee
on Streets and Services. | note
t hat the hour has cone.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease call the roll.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Harrity.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
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Squi | | a.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Chair Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Present. Thank you, M. Pullin.
Al'so joining us here today is
Counci | mrenber Rue Landau.

| note for the record
that a quorumof this commttee is
present and this hearing is called
to order. This is a public hearing
on the Commttee on Streets and
Servi ces considering testinony on
Bill Nos. 250843, 250946, 250982,
251022, 251025 and 251028.

Before we begin, do any
of my col |l eagues have any openi ng
remar ks?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG
Seeing none, M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the first
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
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250843, titled anendi ng Chapter

10- 700 of the Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Refuse and Littering," to
require | ocking dunpsters; all

under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you, M. Pullin. Wuld you pl ease
call the first w tness.

THE CLERK: First
wtness to testify is Crystal
Jacobs Shi pman, Comm ssioner of the
Departnment of Sanitation.

(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Good
nmorni ng. Pl ease state your nane
for the record and begin wth your
testi nony.

COW SSI ONER JACOBS
SHI PMAN.  Good norning. |'m
Crystal Jacobs Shi pnan,

Comm ssi oner of the Departnent of
Sanitation. |'mjoined today by

Deputy Conm ssioner Keith Warren.
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Chai r person Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Comm ttee, thank you for giving us
the opportunity today to testify in
support of Bill No. 250843,
sponsored by Council menber Squilla
to address illegal dunping in the
city.

This bill anmends Chapter
10- 700 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Refuse and Littering" to
require | ocking of dunpsters.

Under the bill, licensees nust keep
dunpster lids |ocked except when in
use or when the dunpster nust be
open to accommpdate a trash chute.
The |icensee nust al so keep the
area around the dunpster clean and
free of any refuse, non-grindable
gar bage, spillage or overfl ow
Currently, the code requires
dunpsters to be tightly secured.

However, we've seen nany

incidents in which the dunpsters
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are pilfered, which contributes to
i1l egal dunping and deteriorating
conditions across the city.
Unl ocked dunpsters and by ill egal
dunping in the right-of-way, in
many cases the unl ocked dunpsters
lead to trash overflow and il egal
dunpi ng surroundi ng the dunpsters
on the street. It |eaves
comercial corridors, alleyways and
residential areas dirty and snelly,
often with unsightly trash.

I n 2024; 3,877 code
viol ation notices and 243 contacts
and war ni ngs were given for
dunpster lids being |l eft open and
unsecured. |In 2025, so far to date
5,207 CVNs and 229 contacts and
war ni ngs have been given for
dunpster lids being left open and
unsecured. In 2024; 311 received
1,278 calls wwth the key word of
dunpster. And so far this year,

311 has received 1,229 calls
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related to dunpsters.

Mayor Cherelle Parker's
vision is to ensure that
Phi | adel phia is the safest,
cl eanest, greenest, big city in the
nation with access to economc
opportunity for all. In her first
100 days in office, Mayor Parker
established an action plan to help
I npl ement the vision for the city.
The action plan has three mjor
goal s:

One, to create a clean
and green cabi net consisting of
governnent officials, industry
prof essi onal s, busi nesses,
communi ty- based organi zati ons,
nonprofit organi zati ons and
community | eaders to devel op best
practices for cleaning and greening
the city, conbat illegal dunping,
reduce waste and i nprove the city's
envi ronnental footprint.

Two, to create a new
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approach to addressi ng persi stent
gquality-of-life issues, short-
dunping, litter, graffiti,
pot hol es, nui sance properties and
abandoned cars. Responding first
to the hardest-hit nei ghborhoods
using a public ticket to show
progress and partnering with
communi ty-1led cleanup efforts.

And three, to devel op
and expand key litter prevention
prograns such as the PHL Taki ng
Care of Business, prograns to cover
nore commercial corridors, nore
frequent cleaning of existing
corridors and to increase the
nunber of participating
or gani zati ons.

This bill addresses Goal
No. 2, by adding another tool in
the tool box to prevent littering
and illegal dunping, which wll
keep commercial corridors and

residential areas clean and safe.
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The conbi nation of these prograns
Is anticipated to nake a
significant and positive difference
and inpact on litter, illegal
dunpi ng and other quality-of-life

I ssues across the city.

W coul d not have nade
progress w thout the support of the
honor abl e nenbers of City Council
who have supported these efforts to
i nprove the quality of life for all
residents who |live, work and visit
our city. Together we are naking
Phi | adel phi a safer, cl eaner and
greener. Again, thank you for this
opportunity to testify. At this
time, Deputy Warren and | wel cone
any questions that you may have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Thank you for your testinony.
| do have one question. Wen there
are dunpsters that are in shared
use of say, for exanple, by tenants

i nside of a plaza, these dunpsters
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are |l ocked, so noww Il we require
the landl ord to provide dunpster
keys to all the tenants,
essentially to be able to access

t hose dunpsters?

And | just say that from
where ny district office is,
there's a dunpster that we all have
to share in that plaza. And so, if
it's | ocked, then ny staff wll
have to have the key in order to
unlock it in order to dunp our
trash in there. So can you just
talk to us about how that w |
| ook?

MR, WARREN: Good
norning. |'m Keith Warren, Deputy
Comm ssioner for Sanitation. Yes
iIs the short answer to your
qguestion, Councilmn. The users of
the dunpsters as well as the
haul ers w il probably have to
provi de keys to everyone.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  And
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do you think that in the passage of
this legislation, which | think the
goal is laudable, do we need to
kind of legislate that in order to
| et | andl ords know that they w |
now be required to provide keys to
t hese tenants? Because if not,
sone of these tenants by nmy office
Is next to Pizza Hut. They're just
going to throw the bags on top of

t he dunpsters, next to the
dunpsters if they don't have a key,
if we don't have a good | andlord
that's going to be providing them
with keys. So | just think that's
sonet hing practical that we just
have to think about in the

I npl ementation of this particul ar
bill.

MR. WARREN: Cenerally
speaking, | do think that users of
t he dunpsters now have a process
that they're follow ng, and addi ng

alot toit is just another step.
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| don't know how detailed we are in
regul ation for people using shared
dunpsters |i ke behind | ocked fences
or in trash roons, but sonehow t he
users and the haulers are able to
figure that out. So | don't know

i f that would need to be regul at ed.
It should probably certainly be
menti oned.

But again, | gave you
the exanple. There are high-rise
bui | di ngs down here where several
tenants use dunpsters behind | ocked
fences. | don't know how t hey
distribute the keys, but it seens
to be worKking.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you.

Are there any questions
by nenbers of the commttee?

Chair recogni zes Vice-
Chair and the presence of
Counci | menber Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
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Thank you, M. Chair.

Thank you guys for being
here and your continued effort to
hel p make our city cleaner. |I'm
very much supportive of this
| egislation, but | did receive sone
guestions from sone nenbers and
providers and chall enges. WIIl we
be willing to work with them on
basically how sonething like this
woul d be rolled out? Is it
possibly even to do like a pilot or
sonething in the neantine to check
out an area to see howit would
work logistically and to work with
these providers to see how t hey
handle it?

COW SSI ONER JACOBS
SH PMAN:  Yes, Councilman Squill a,
| do think that this is an
opportunity to work with the
haul ers and work w th ot her
partners possibly to pilot. W

could consider a pilot to see how
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It works and test it out.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al
right. Good. | nean, honestly we
know t he chal | enges of open
containers. W know what happens
Wi th people going in and throw ng
trash out of them W know
sonetinmes the owners of the
properties that fill these
containers overfill them right.

You nentioned about the
citations and things that are
given. Sonetines people take that
as a cost of doing business. W
can't afford to have that as a cost
of doi ng busi ness because it does
trash the city and nmakes it harder
even for the haulers to pick up the
trash.

So | think there's going
to have to be a shared
responsibility between the haul ers
and the owners of these containers.

And years ago, we used to have a

Page 14

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Streets and Services

medal | i on feature that was on there
so we knew exactly who the
containers are. Sonetines we
really are challenged to figure out
whose contai ners they are.

And then the other issue
woul d be with the toters, right.

So we have toters that are out
there. Sonme of the businesses now
use just toters only. |'mnot sure
of a way of actually how though to
| ock them And is there sonething
that we could cone up with that

| ooks at how those woul d be

secur ed?

And lastly, | just want
to bring up sonething that we've
been tal ki ng about, which is a
pilot in the Center City area for
new versions of trash pickup. Are
we anywhere near legislation to
| ook at that possibility to do a
pilot that would do either

under ground st orage or above-ground
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storage in sone of these containers
done like in Europe?

COW SSI ONER JACOBS
SH PVMAN.  So I'Il answer the
gquesti ons backwar ds.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Ckay.

COW SSI ONER JACOBS
SHI PMAN:  Yes, we have been in
di scussion with the Law Depart nent
to see what it would look like to
test out or pilot sone of the newer
styl ed dunpsters that conpletely
hi de the trash, either underground
or provide a nore artistic |ook and
feel to a dunpster that is fully
encl osed when it's not being
operated or used.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Poi nt of information. Those
dunpsters or containers are al so
| ocked, right, because they have a
code and nobody could get in them

And the great part about those
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containers is when each user has a
code that they use, the anount of
trash can be cal cul ated and you'll
know a tonnage for everybody who
puts whatever code they're in. So
I f they share their code with
sonebody else, they're going to
have to pay for that trash.

COW SSI ONER JACOBS
SHI PMAN:  That's correct. The
nodel that we're looking at is a
shared use dunpster, so to speak,
or piece of equipnment and it is
fully locked. A person either
conmes up wth a swi pe badge or a
code. They type that in. It
opens. They can place their trash.
It closes behind them and they go
on their way.

We definitely do think
that -- and |'m answering Question
1. | should have witten down
Question 2. But Question 1, we do

think this is a partnership. It
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shoul d be a partnership. Al of
these efforts really should be a
partnership, and in this case
bet ween t he busi nesses and the
haul ers who do have responsibility
to maintain those dunpsters in a
certain way, and then for the
busi nesses maki ng sure that those
properties stay and remain litter-
free and are not inviting and
wel com ng for conditions that are
not conduci ve for doi ng busi ness or
for people to wal k past and feel
safe and feel like our city is
clean. And you have to rem nd ne
t he second question, Council man.
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  The
second question was the toters.
COW SSI ONER JACOBS
SH PMAN:. Ch, yes. So | do think
there is an opportunity to -- you
may have to get creative and do a
little bit of work to see how you

possi bly put | ocks on a smaller
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tote or sonething that is usually
renoved and enptied a little
qui cker than, say, a dunpster.
Sonet hi ng that doesn't hold as nuch
space, that is sonething that we
could al so | ook into.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Then woul d you be willing to neet
wi th sonme of these providers and us
to go over that to see how?
Because basically, | think a pil ot
woul d be good, understanding who is
responsi ble for what and how this
woul d be rolled out. And so, |
woul d 1 ook forward to neeting with
you and sone of the haulers to go
over those things as this
| egi sl ati on noves forward. Thank
you.

COW SSI ONER JACOBS
SHI PVAN: Yes, thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Just one nore note on the

practicality of this |legislation.
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| f dunpsters are required to be

| ocked, this is Phil adel phi a.

Folks wll still conme and try to
dunp their household trash in these
dunpsters. And if they get to a
dunpster that's | ocked, they still
are going to just dunp their trash
out there, which defeats the

pur pose of what we're trying to do
her e.

So how are we going to
kind of regulate or nonitor that
situation as well?

MR. WARREN: | think we
bot h have a uni que perspective on
that. 1'Il give ny perspective
first and then the Conmm ssioner.
And that's part of why this
regul ati on woul d be inportant.
It's not a punitive thing.

| f we control access to
the dunpster, that elimnates one
of the possible perpetrators of the

situation. Qur goal is to prevent
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the litter condition around the
dunpsters, and currently trying to
determ ne who caused it is a big
part of it.

But if the dunpsters are
| ocked and the users are using a
secure dunpster, we can elimnate
t hem and concentrate our
I nvestigations in other places and
get to our goal, which is resolving
the issue quicker. A lot of tines
we get these conplaints with litter
dunpsters and we have to spend so
much tinme investigating who put it
there, howdid it get there. This
regulation wll help us narrow that
down sone and hel p us to renove the
condi tion sooner, if that makes
sense.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG |'m
just letting you know I'l1l be
calling a | ot because |I got sone
plazas in ny district that are

frequent dunp sites even with
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dunpsters around it, right. So
"Il be giving you guys a call.

MR. WARREN: The hope is
that by the containers being
| ocked, sone of the perpetrators
woul d then bypass it. Wen it's an
open dunpster, not necessarily --
we know it's not going to elimnate
the problem right. W are aware
of that. But we're open to sone
degree that it wll deter and sl ow
down t hose of fenders who see an
open door.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG I f |
have a bag of trash with ne in ny
car, I'"mnot just going to drive
sonewhere else. |I'mgoing to go to
nmy | ocation where | plan to dunp
that bag of trash and get that
trash out of ny car.

COW SSI ONER JACOBS
SH PMAN: Wl I, we do al ways
encourage that you bring themto a

sanitation conveni ence center. W
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got six all around the city and
we're open six days a week.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  For
the record, could you give the
fol ks who are wat chi ng those
addresses. |If you have them I et
t hem know where they are. Because
you can if you're a Phil adel phi a
resident, dunp your trash for free.
| just want fol ks to know t hat.

COW SSI ONER JACOBS
SHI PVMAN:  Free, 3901 North Del aware
Avenue; Dom no Lane in Unbria. |
nmean, we can give you -- all across
the city, 2601 denwod. W are
here. W're open. Bring your
trash.

MR. WARREN:. That
information is al so avail able on
the city's website phila.gov. You
can search for a conveni ence center
and it's there, an authorized
sanitation drop-off center. | feel

conpell ed to say that today,
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aut hori zed sanitation conveni ence
center.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  No,
| just want to be recogni zed as
her e.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Chai r
recogni zes the presence of
Council man Harrity.

Are there any questions
of these w tnesses?

Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Not
a real question, but |ike the nost
beautiful block effort that you do,
which is fantastic, could we do
sonething with our owners of these
dunpsters to work with you to be
I nnovative and creative and then
keep it up to have sone sort of

effort to incentivize themto kind
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of do this?

Maybe this is an offline
conversation. But just to think of
ot her ways to engage our conmmunity
to say you're all in this, this is
your block or space or work with
the commercial people here to nake
this and you' Il get X or Y.

COW SSI ONER JACOBS
SH PVMAN:  So | do think Andrew
Jacobs is one of the people, and
we're not related, but Andrew
Jacobs is one of the people that's
slated to testify. And he can
probably give a really clear
exanpl e of where we see our
haul ers, our business owners com ng
toget her, and where one of |'m
going to call it an alleyway or
service alley, for lack of a better
word, where you see a really good
exanple of how it was transforned
and fol ks work together and they

beautified that particul ar area.
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You don't even know a dunpster

exi sts on that particul ar roadway.
But he can probably speak nore to
t hat .

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:

Wel |, that can obviate the problem
t hat Counci | renber Young was

t al ki ng about, people comng from
el sewhere and dunpi ng because there
will be a sense of pride and
protection for their own space. So
anyway, | just wanted to nake that
poi nt .

Thank you, Chair.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Counci | nenber.

Are there any other
questions for these w tnesses on
this panel ?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you so nuch for
your testinony today.

COW SSI ONER JACOBS
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SH PMAN:  Thank you.

MR. WARREN: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG,

M. Pullin, would you pl ease call
the next witness to testify on this
bill.

THE CLERK: The next
wWitness to testify is Andrew
Jacobs, Vice-President of Planning
and Public Realmat Center Cty
District.

(Wtness approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Please state your nane for
the record and begin with your
t esti nony.

MR, JACOBS:. Andrew
Jacobs. Good norning, Chairmn
Young and commttee nenbers. My
nanme i s Andrew Jacobs and |I'mthe
Vice President of Planning and
Public Realmat the Center City

District. M colleague Prema Gupta
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asked nme to share her regrets for
not being able to attend today's
heari ng, especially since alleys
and dunpsters are genui nely anong
sone of her favorite conversation
topics. | can truly attest to this
gi ven the anmount of trash and trash
containers and al |l ey photos she
manages to send while she's on
vacati on.

But | just want to say
t hank you for the opportunity to
provi de testinony in support of
Bill No. 250843, anendi ng Chapter
10- 700 of The Phil adel phia Code to
require all dunpsters be | ocked.
This is an inportant and neani ngf ul
first step toward inproving alley
and sidewal k conditions in Center
City, helping create a cl eaner,
safer and nore wel com ng
envi ronnment for residents,
busi nesses and vi sitors.

Center City District is
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an i ndependent private sector-
directed authority organi zed under
the Comonweal th Municipality
Aut horities Act. W have spent the
| ast 33 years hel pi ng keep Center
City clean and safe with cleaning
Crews, community service
representatives, honel ess outreach
prof essionals, a relatively new
public safety patrol and a uni que
partnership with the Phil adel phia
Pol i ce Departnent that includes a
subst ati on housed w thin our
of fices. Qur services suppl enent,
but do not replace those of city
gover nnent .

Since early 2024, the
Center Cty District has been
working in close partnership with
menbers of the Adm nistration's
G ean and G een cabinet, |eadership
from Sani tation, Licenses and
| nspections, the Phil adel phi a

Pol i ce Departnent and the Parking
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Aut hority to confront the
persistent quality-of-life issues
that have long affected our alleys
and service streets, particularly
in Center City.

Many of Phil adel phia's
skinny streets are anong sone of
the | oveliest places. Take
Elfreth's Alley, for exanple, but
many are the exact opposite. |I'm
al so struck by the way dirty alleys
underm ne the work of Center City
District's 100 hard-working
cl eaners who nmanual |y or
mechani cally sweep the sidewal ks of
the district streets three tines
daily.

Al so recently, one
person enail ed our team and wrote,
"We can wal k the clean streets and
si dewal ks and then, boom we cross
a really disgusting back alley with
dunpsters, trash, graffiti and

filth all over." Seeking to learn
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Page 31
nore about this issue, our teamled
conpr ehensi ve on-the-ground surveys
of 45 alleys within the district,
eval uating dunpster conditions and
their imedi ate surroundi ngs as
wel | as docunenting additi onal
chal | enges such as honel ess
encanpnents and t he presence of
drug paraphernali a.

In June of this year, we
rel eased a report titled Reclai m ng
Al l eys, which summari zed sone of
these findings and offered a series
of practical, inplenentable
recommendati ons ai med at i nproving
the conditions of the alley network
t hat supports the many offi ces,
restaurants, retailers and
residential buildings that drive
Center City's econony.

O the 446 dunpsters we
surveyed within the study area, the
findings were clear. 68% were
unl ocked or unseal ed, 41% had trash
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beneath or adjacent to them and
77% | acked the required nedallion
or visible permt hol der

i nformation. W al so docunent ed
honel ess activity in 60% of the
alleys. And in those | ocations,
75% of the dunpsters were open or
unl ocked.

These findings reflect
the persistent conditions of visual
di sorder that characterize so many
of our alleys, and they have a
measur abl e i npact on public
perceptions of crine, cleanliness
and safety in Center Cty. Wile
al l eyways are traditionally viewed
solely as service corridors for
wast e haul ers, nearly 25% of alley
entry and exit points studied
actually serve as pedestrian
pat hways to the primary entrances
for residents, enployees and even
hot el guests.

It's evident that these
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al l eys, where nost dunpsters are

| ocated, serve a critical nulti-
functional role in Center City's
infrastructure as part of the
pedestrian network that knits our
downt own together. Utimately, our
wor k made cl ear that the core issue
is not the alleys thensel ves, but

t he dunpsters.

The vast mgjority were
in violation of existing city code.
In response, representatives from
multiple city agencies |aunched an
outreach and enforcenent canpaign
along priority alleys to educate
busi ness owners about their
responsibilities and proper
dunpst er nai nt enance.

Fol | ow- up surveys showed
nmeasur abl e i nprovenents. More
dunpsters were seal ed or even
| ocked, litter |levels declined, and
conpliance with visible permt

hol der requirenents increased.
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Sinply put, this initiative is
wor ki ng and i ncreasing the
resources dedicated to outreach,
and enforcenent around proper
dunpster mai ntenance at a

meani ngful scal e woul d produce
timely and significant i|nprovenents
in the conditions of our alleys and
service streets.

The anmendnent proposed
inthis bill, which would require
dunpsters to be | ocked, represents
a decisive, practical and inportant
step toward reclai mng these
spaces, enhancing quality of life
and strengt hening the pedestri an
network that supports Center City
busi nesses, residents and visitors.

We al so recogni ze that
nmenbers of the Waste Haul i ng
Comm ttee have rai sed operational
concerns about this requirenent,
particularly regarding the addition

of locks to dunpsters and the extra
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time needed to service them
However, our extensive survey work
shows that nmany busi nesses have

al ready taken it upon thenselves to
| ock their dunpsters, using sinple
chai ns and padl ocks to reduce the
persistent quality-of-life
chal |l enges in these all eys.

For exanple, of the 40
dunpsters recorded on the 1500
bl ock of Moravian, not far from
this building, this past Septenber
half are already | ocked. This
denonstrates that a workabl e system
Is already in practice and this
bill would sinply ensure a uniform
standard across the city.

Furt hernore, reducing
litter and illegal dunping are core
priorities of the city's Cean and
Green Initiative, and this
l egislation is essential to
achi eving those goals, both on our

streets and t hroughout the public
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right-of-way. W have a clear

choi ce before us. Wiile requiring
dunpster lids to be |locked wll

i ntroduce sone operational friction
at the outset, the benefits of this
| egislation wll clearly surpass

t hose short-term i nconveni ences.

By ensuring a cl eaner
and safer public realm this
measure w |l deliver substanti al
returns for business owners,
residents and visitors alike. In
short, the nodest adjustnents
proposed today will quickly prove
their worth.

As we approach 2026 with
mllions of people expected to
visit Philadel phia for Anerica's
250th, the World Cup, and ot her
maj or events, the urgency of this
work could not be clearer. Nowis
the nonent to act so that those
visitors return honme eager to cone

back and Phi | adel phi ans can | ook

Page 36

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Streets and Services

ahead with renewed pride in the
cl eanliness, safety and vitality of
our city.

Thank you, Chairnman
Young, and thank you to the nenbers
of the Commttee, for your
commtnent to addressing this issue
t hrough the proposed | egislation.
| al so want to express ny
appreciation for the opportunity to
testify this norning and for your
t hought ful consideration. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you so much for your testinony. In
your report Reclaimng Alleys, |
just saw that you observed 21
di fferent waste hauling conpani es.
Coul d you talk about the effect
t hat many conpani es woul d have in
your jurisdiction in the city?

MR. JACOBS: Sure. And
just to clarify that, we counted

the | abels on the dunpsters and
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that qualified, so there could be
nmore. But of the 21, we also
noticed that 3 haulers represented
65% of the dunpsters. So
essentially, that led us to
understand that there are certain
bl ocks with 6 or 7 haulers on that
bl ock, which neans 6 or 7 trips
possibly in a single day to enpty
t hose dunpsters. And so, we just
wanted to nmake aware of the sheer
nunber of waste haulers that are
operating within our district.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG Thank
you.

Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. Chair. W know that
sone cities and nunicipalities have
zone pickup. Certain haul ers have
certain zones. Do you think -- and
we could talk wth Sanitation al so,

do you think that zone hauling is
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sonething that we could do here in
the city that nmake it easier and
cl eaner to pick up?

MR. JACOBS. Yeah, |
think that there's sone good
precedents in other cities that
this has been a very effective way
to manage the waste coll ection,
especially in dense urban areas.
So other cities have used an RFP
process, if you will, to sort of
get certain haulers to pick up
Wi thin certain districts, within
districts. So | think there's
certainly precedents to | ook
forward to potentially exploring
that option in Philadel phia, in
Center City in particular.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Yeah. And | think that |ooking --
we nentioned earlier with
Comm ssi oner Jacobs the possibility
of doing a pilot for the European-

style trash pickups where they have
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the containers that get haul ed.
And | think maybe that would be a
good way to start the zones. You
know, certain haulers would be able
to conpete or do an RFP for zones
and be able to select what zones
they could pick up trash. And
maybe that's another way that we
could ook at this to inprove our
trash pickup and the ness that's
associated with it.

Sone of our alleys
actually | ook worse than third-
wor |l d countries when you go up
there. So | think we definitely
need to do sonething. And so, I'm
excited to hear these new i deas
come to fruition. So thank you.

MR JACOBS:. Absol utely.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG. Are
there any other questions of this
W t ness?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG.
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Seei ng none, thank you so nuch for
your testinony.

MR. JACOBS:. Thank you
very nmuch.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
M. Pullin, would you pl ease call
the nane of the next witness to
testify on Bill No. 250843.

THE CLERK: The next
W tness to testify is Dom nic
Ful giniti, Minicipal Sales Mnager
for Republic Services.

(Wtness approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Good
norni ng. Please state your nane
for the record and your testinony.

MR FULA NI TI: Thank
you, Council nmenber and Chair. M
name is Domnic Fulginiti and |
represent Republic Services. And
|"mhere to testify regarding City
Council Bill 250843. And I'd first

like to state that all the goals
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t hat have been outlined over the
past 10, 15 mnutes we're in full
support of.

Everyt hi ng t hat
Ms. Shi pman spoke about, we agree
with in general. Really what we're
here to do today is basically ask
for the city to consider a pil ot
programto test the effectiveness
of any type of legislation. And
the reason for that is, not to
reiterate, but all the questions
that we had laid out |ast night,
such as who' d be responsi ble for
the | ocks and who woul d install
them who would I ock, unlock the
containers, and specifically the
cart issue is probably the biggest
thing that is at the forefront of
our mnds. W have about 5000
custoners and that woul d nmean about
10,000 carts. So it's a large
endeavor for any hauling conpany,

but us in particular.
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And the main thing that
we're concerned with is that while
the goals are | audable, the devil's
in the details. So we want to nake
sure that any legislation permts,
snoot h and operationally, a good
way to collect the trash and keep
the streets clean. So if you have
any questi ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Yes. Thank you, M. Chair.

So you woul d be
supportive of a pilot to work this
out and work with the city on best
practices to nove forward?

MR. FULG NI TlI: Yeah.
Due to the sheer nunber of
different types of containers, the
different types of street |ayouts,

a pilot programwould be the best
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way for us to eval uate what systens
and strategi es woul d work best.
Again, we are in support of keeping
the streets and al |l eyways trash-
free.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Vice-Chair Squill a.

Can you let us or talk
to us about the nunber of different
types of containers that are out
t here?

MR FULANTI: Well,
you'd have three different types of
toters. So there's different
mechani sns there. And then you'd
have probably 10 different types of
commercial steel containers. And
they vary fromfront load to roll-
of f, probably three different types
of trucks that collect them

So again, the devil's in

the details of what it would | ook
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like. And it may | ook different in
Fai rnmount than it would in, say,
east of Broad Street. So it's
going to be very localized.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you.

Are there any other
guestions of this w tness?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG:
Seei ng none, thank you so nuch for
your testinony.

MR FULA NI TI: Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG Is
there anyone el se in chanbers
wi shing to testify on Bill No.
2508437

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG:
Seei ng none, thank you.

M. Phillips, would you
pl ease read the title of the next

bill.

Page 45

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Streets and Services

THE CLERK: Bill No.
251022, titled Anendi ng Section
9-208 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Sidewal k Cafés,"” to
revi se standards and requirenents
associ ated with Sidewal k Caf és, all
under certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Whuld you please -- before we
start, the sponsor of the
| egi sl ati on, Council nenber Landau,
Is present. Wuld you like to make
sone open remar ks?

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: |
woul d.  Thank you so nuch, Chair.
Thank you, Chair Young and the
entire Streets Conm tt ee.

Today ny sidewal k cafe
bill wll be presented to this
commttee for your consideration.
Over the sunmmer and throughout the
fall, 1've been neeting with
restaurant operators and District

Counci | renbers all over
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Phi | adel phi a.

Time and tine again, |
heard the sane story and saw t he
sanme solution. Owners told us that
the current outdoor dining program
Is not working for small
busi nesses. Mst find it confusing
and cunbersone and changes mnust be
made. Many cited a need for
process i nprovenents, |egislative
amendnments and a renoval for the
need of an ordi nance to put tables
and chairs on the sidewal k.

Qut door dining can and
shoul d be the easiest, |owest
barrier option for a restaurant or
cafe to offer outdoor dining to
their custoners. But that's not
the case right now Instead it can
take nonths to get a sidewal k cafe
ordi nance, and that's the best-case
scenari o.

Sonme stories we heard

cited that the process can take
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over a year or nore. M bill is
j ust a commonsense solution to a
problemthat is affecting

busi nesses t hroughout the city.
It's cutting out red tape, nmaking
this process easier to navigate,
sinpler to understand and qui cker
to service.

This programis a
| ow cost, high-inpact economc
devel opnent tool, especially when
it cones to job creation, boosted
revenue, commercial corridor
vibrancy and it bolsters disability
access.

Expandi ng out door di ni ng
al so supports local restaurants and
creates nore opportunities for
nei ghbor hood busi nesses to thrive
duri ng peak tourism seasons, which
we're going to see a lot of in just
a few nonths. Wen sunmer 2026
rolls around, we need to have

tabl es and chairs outside to best
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support these small businesses.
Tourists and visitors are expecting
to travel through our streets, sit
down for a nice neal and experience
all that Philly has to offer.

QO her cities wth
successful tourism econom es have
| eaned i nto outdoor dining as part
of their visitor experience. W
shoul d too. Businesses still go
t hrough all of the proper
application steps to get a |license
to open a sidewal k cafe that neets
the guidelines. They still need to
go through Streets, L& and Health.

This isn't renoving the
need for an application. This is
clearing up the process to get
there. It's making streets safer,
busi nesses thrive and creating a
Phi | adel phi a that people want to be
in. This does not get rid of the
need for a permt or the

application process. District
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Counci | menbers remai n key partners.

The programis
structured to allow for
coordination with local priorities
and needs. Accessibility will not
be conprom sed. Community i nput
wi Il not be conpromsed. W are
bui | ding a nore inclusive
experi ence for Phil adel phia, and |
appreciate all of those who have
cone out to testify today.

Each nenber of this
commttee has been given a letter
of support for the sidewal k cafe
| egi slation. These letters include
65 signatures from owners and
operators of various businesses all
over the city, Business | nprovenent
Districts and the D verse Chanbers
of Commerce. | look forward to
answeri ng any possi bl e questions or
clearing up any hesitations around
this bill. Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Chair
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recogni zes Vice-Chair Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. Chair.

And | do want to thank
Counci | menber Landau for her
efforts. As you know, we net with
a lot of communities in nmy district
to be able to share this
opportunity. And even though sone
are not on board yet, there were
sone that wanted to join in and be
a part of this. And it's a credit
to Counci |l nrenber Landau and her
staff for taking the tine to do
that, Jeff and the whole teamthat
was out there. It's inportant that
peopl e's voices be heard in this
process, and we really appreciate
the effort nmade as this legislation
noves forward. So thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Chair
recogni zes Counci | renber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you, M. Chairnman.
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And good nor ni ng,
everyone. And | too want to
appl aud ny col | eague Counci | wonman
Landau on working on legislation to
really cut red tape, because that's
what it is. It's so inportant that
fol ks have confidence in
governnment. And the anount of red
tape, the many, many steps it's
very, very frustrating. And
because bureaucracy and red tape is
so frustrating, it sends sone
people to go el sewhere. |t nakes
peopl e go el sewhere and do ot her
t hi ngs.

But | would say equally
frustrating, if not nore so, is
l'iving near a bad nei ghbor who
happens to have a restaurant
license. Under the proposed bill,

t hat bad nei ghbor can now expand
their disruptive operation onto the
sidewal k. This is unacceptable,

and in ny opinion this conpletely
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cuts out the community from having
a say about this bad nei ghbor
havi ng even nore of an inpact on
the neighbor's daily lives.

Anyt hing or any bill
that essentially takes away a say
fromthe community in the 8th
District is unfortunately going to
be a no for ne. So while | appl aud
anyone who i s supportive of this
effort, because | get what the
broader ideal is, but for ne the
8th District will be excl uded,
al though I intend to support ny
col | eagues and vote the bill out of
comm ttee.

| think of stop-and-goes
primarily who happen to have a
restaurant license. They'll be
able to now nove their foolishness
frominside the stop-and-go out on
t he sidewal k. And so, until we can
get better controls and better

handl es and make sure that the
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communi ty has very nmuch a say in
terns of what's going into their
nei ghbor hood, because they're the
ones who are there, they're the
nost affected. |f sonething goes
wrong, they're the ones who are up
all night because the business is
having a party on the sidewal k all
ni ght | ong.

And again, | know that
for the vast majority of businesses
that's not the case. |'m speaking
really specifically about a very
smal I nunber of businesses,
primarily stop-and-goes which have
restaurant |icenses, which will be
able to qualify under this bill.

So unfortunately, the
8th District would be excluded, but
| applaud your effort in trying to
work on this. And also, |I'll be
happy to work with you and any
others to address what is hol ding

up and what are the many, many
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steps that send busi nesses
el sewhere rather than operating an
out door cafe -- rather than being
able to operate an outdoor cafe and
go through the steps that we
currently have in place.

So why is it taking so
| ong, why does it take nonths, why
does it take years, how do we fix
that | think is really sonething
that I'm happy to work with you on
in the future.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you.

Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you, Chair.

And t hank you, Menber
Landau. You and | have had | ong
conversations about this, albeit
very recently. | have the sane

concern ny col |l eague has and |
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expressed that to you. | just
wanted to see if there's a
mechani sm put into place that could
respond to that.

So we're streamining
this, making this easier for people
to enjoy and have | arger footprint
for the restaurant. Wat are we
doi ng when things don't go well?
| s there sonething that we have set
in place that will go into
operation when there's a conpl aint,
there's a credi ble conplaint and we
need to act on it?

What neasures do we have
in place to address that and how
quickly will that happen? Because
we are streamining this, we need
to have the entire process
streamined. |[|f you would respond
to that please.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Chair recognizes
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Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.
Sure. Thank you both for this.
We've had -- Council nenber Bass,
you know you and | have tal ked many
ti mes, and Counci | menber Ahmad j ust
this norning on this. The District
Counci | peopl e who put areas into
the bill did their due diligence
before they did this. And so,
they're actively involved in this.

What | didn't say was
that |, through the nonths that we
have spent tal king to restaurant
owners and the BIDs and the civics
and everyone else, is that |'ve
al so had ongoi ng conversations wth
Streets, L&, Health and Commerce
of ten together talking about the
process, tal king about how we're
going to streamine it and we'l|
hear fromthem | think they've
got real incentive now.

They know that the
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Adm nistration is supporting this.
They know that we're about to have
a half a mllion people here in
Phi | adel phia and that our process
has to go faster, that we can't
al | ow sonebody to wait well over a
year to get a sidewal k cafe |icense
because they won't even have seats
outside for 2026 if they submtted
that application today.

What is the nost
i nportant thing is that we've heard
ongoi ng conpl ai nts about the city
not reacting quickly enough or
t horoughl y enough on nui sance
busi nesses. Counci | mrenber Bass,
you bring this up all the tine, and
we have a Majority Leader Gl nore
Ri chardson, who has actually put in
sone provisions to help curtail
this.

This is an ongoi ng issue
wi t h nui sance busi nesses that we

need to get a handle of in general
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Wi th the Admnistration. This
doesn't have to do -- you know,

nost bad actors are not asking
perm ssion fromthe Gty of

Phi | adel phia to put sone tables and
chairs outside. They don't foll ow
the rules. They break the rules
and they don't believe there's
consequences. W do have to show
them that there's consequences.

In ny review of the
existing law in the Phil adel phia
Code for sidewal k cafes, | believe
that there are provisions that the
city can use to renove, to disall ow
outdoor seating and, in fact, in
particul ar says that the Departnent
of Licenses and Inspections, if
they determ ne that the sidewal k
cafe is no | onger being used
properly or the sidewal k cafe is
bei ng operated in violation of any
ordi nance, rule or regul ation of

the Gty of Philadelphia, that's
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| woul d actual |y suggest
that the L& m ght have greater
authority to do nore on a sidewal k
cafe than it does in our process of
gi vi ng peopl e three chances to be,
you know, when they're deened a
chroni ¢ nui sance before we go any
further.

So this is in the
si dewal k cafe ordi nance as is.

What we need and what we've been

| ooking for is partnership with the
departnents for increased
enforcenent. | think we're getting
there. You'll hear fromthem
think we got themon the right

page.

And so, | woul d suggest
that the bad actors are not asking
perm ssi on anyway, the bad actors
are often not bringing their bad
actions outside, to remain outside.

And this is for the greater good
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for the City of Philadel phia. Plus
every District Council menber who
put in areas of their Districts did
so after a thorough process.

And so, we're really
happy and excited about who is in.
And | know that we w |l be
successful next year with the
partnership that we have with the
Adm n. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. One thing | would like to
nmention is that we all want greater
enforcenment for a lot of the
quality-of-life issues that we face
here in the city of Phil adel phia.
Unfortunately, we just haven't
gotten that opportunity, whether
it's L& or the Police or whatever
ot her agency that does enforcenent.

And so, | just want to
put that on record that we all
support that ultimtely we have to

figure out how we can get there to
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that greater enforcenent by these
agencies that are tasked with
enf or ci ng.

So Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you. And | appl aud your
work. Clearly, you' ve done a | ot
of research on this. | want to
speak just briefly though to the
practicality of what as a D strict
Counci | menber |'ve been dealing
with for quite sone tine now.

We passed the Nui sance
Busi ness | egislation in 2016 and we
passed the Stop-and-Go | egislation
in 2017. And we still cannot get
the I evel of enforcenents from nost
of the agencies in the city that
you nmentioned. W have great
wor ki ng rel ati onships with them

But when it cones to
cl osi ng nui sance businesses, it is

a problem And we just have not
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seen any |l evel of enforcenent. It
just does not exist. And until we
get the level of enforcenent that
we need from-- listen, |'ve been
out on tours wth L& and with the
Heal th Departnent. | won't say
Commerce or Streets, but | know L&l
and Heal th, we've been out knocking
on doors, talking to business
owners and have not received any

| evel of enforcenent that we
actually need to be able to address
what's happening in those

nei ghbor hoods.

And so, while | get what
you' re saying. But the
practicality of it is it's just not
happening and it's just not
working. And |I'mjust going to
| eave it right there.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Counci | menber.

M. Pullin, would you

pl ease call the first wtnesses to
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testify on this bill.

THE CLERK: The first
W tnesses to testify are Zach
Pyzi k, Senior Director of Public
Affairs for the Pennsyl vani a
Rest aurant and Lodgi ng Associ ati on;
Yael Tacher, Program Manager for
the Greater Philadel phia H spanic
Chanber of Commerce; and Ryan
Mul hol I and, Director of Operations
at CookNSol o Restaurants -- ny
apologies. The first witness to
testify are Richard Montanez,
Deputy Conm ssioner of the
Departnent of Streets; Justine
Bol kus, Senior Director of Business
Advocacy for the Departnent of
Commerce; and M chael Newruis, 2026
Director for the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Good

nmorni ng, M. Mntanez. Please
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state your nanme for the record and
begin with your testinony.

MR, MONTANEZ: Good
nmor ni ng, Chai rman Young and nenbers
of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Richard
Mont anez. |'mthe Deputy
Comm ssi oner for the Departnent of
Streets. |'mhere today to offer
testinmony on Bill No. 251022,

I ntroduced by Counci | nenber Landau.
Thi s ordi nance anends Section 9-208
of the Code, by expanding the
permtting of sidewal k cafes to be
mai nt ai ned byright in various
Council Districts.

Si dewal k caf es consi st
of placing only tables and chairs
on the public right-of-way. Under
this bill, new geographic
boundaries for sidewal k cafes w ||
be established. These new
boundari es include Wadsworth Ave,

both sides, M chener Ave to
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Cedar br ook Ave, Washi ngton Ave,
both sides, Broad Street to 25th,
Snyder Ave, both sides, Broad
Street to 25th.

Wt hin the geographic
boundaries of the 3rd Council manic
District, Market Street, north side
from63rd Street to 54th Street,
Torresdal e Ave from Unruh Ave to
Norris Street, Ridge Ave from South
Ferry Road to Cal unet Street,

M dval e Ave from Ri dge Ave to
Conrad Street, WAshington Ave from
Broad Street to 25th, WAshi ngton
Ave from Broad Street to
Chri st opher Col unbus Boul evard,
Poi nt Breeze Ave from Federal
Street to Moore Street, West
Passyunk Ave from Broad Street to
23rd Street, Snyder Ave from Broad
Street to 25th Street, Wodl and Ave
from58th Street to 68th Street,
Qgont z Ave from Chel t enham Ave, t

67th Ave and within the geographic
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boundari es of the Manayunk Speci al
Services District.

This bill also allows
the applicants to use the adjacent
property for the sidewal k cafe, so
| ong as the application abstains
perm ssion fromthe business or
property owner adjacent. The hours
of operation would al so change.

The sidewal k cafes can only operate
until 10:00 p.m Sunday through
Thursday and 11: 00 p.m on Fridays
and Sat ur days.

The Departnent of
Streets is not opposed to the
proposed | egislation so long as the
si dewal k cafes conply with the
| aws, rules and regul ations of the
city and specifically those of the
Departnent of Streets, the
Department of Licenses and
| nspections and the Art Conm ssi on.

Mai nt ai ni ng accessi bl e,

wal kabl e right-of-way is inportant
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to the Streets Departnent and we
encourage sidewal k cafes to conply
with the latest public right-of-way
accessi bility gui dance federal

regul ations. Thank you for your
opportunity to appear before you.

| wll be happy to answer any
guestions at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you.

M. Newnruis, please
state your nane and begin with your
t esti nony.

MR, NEWMUI S: Thank
you, Chair Young, nmenbers of the
Comm ttee and Counci | menber Landau.
My nanme is M chael Newmuis, 2026
Director for the Cty of
Phi | adel phia testifying on Bill No.
251022.

Thank you to this
comm ttee for your continued
| eader shi p, including making

Phi | adel phi a nore accessi ble, nore
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busi ness-friendly and nore
conpetitive destination. As we
prepare to host so nuch, but also
real ly conpeting agai nst other
cities across the country and North
Anerica who are al so hosting ganes
i ke the FIFA World Cup.

Thank you for the
opportunity to testify today in
support of this inportant
| egi sl ation to expand out door
di ni ng opportunities across our
city. This initiative is an
I nportant tool in preparing
Phi | adel phi a, including our small
and | ocal businesses, for the
hi storic year ahead as we
commenorate Anerica's 250th
anni versary.

The 250t h of our
nati on's i ndependence is so nuch
nore than a nonent to reflect on
the past. It is a mandate to

invest in our future. Phil adel phia
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Is the birthplace of the nation,
will be the center of the
cel ebration, hosting major events
that will draw gl obal attention,
i ncluding the FIFA Wrld Cup and
Its 500,000 expected visitors, MB
Al Star Gane, a cityw de Art
Philly Festival and so nmuch nore.
But in addition to these
tenpl e events, we have a hyper-
| ocal focus and spreading the
spirit of celebration across
Phi | adel phia through our Ring It On
Initiative and in partnership with
Cty Council. Qur neighborhoods
will conme alive wth activations,
beautifications, celebrations
across our various conmerci al
corridors that we wll showcase the
vi brancy of our nei ghbor hoods
across every single Council
District, inviting visitors and
residents to expl ore what makes

Philly special. And there's really
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no greater way to explore the

cul tural vibrancy than through our
I ncredi ble, vibrant food
opportunities.

This | egislation, which
seeks to streamine the process for
establishing sidewal k cafes, is a
critical tool to ensuring that the
benefits of 2026 expand to all
Phi | adel phi ans and that our
busi nesses can conpete agai nst
busi nesses in other cities who are
al so marketing thenselves to be
center stage for the Wrld Cup.

By cutting red tape and
creating consistent rules, we are
enpoweri ng our |ocal and small
busi nesses, the backbone of our
econony, to thrive and to conpete.
Qut door di ning not only enhances
the vitality of our neighborhoods,
but al so fosters econom c grow h,
strengt hens community connecti ons

and creates wel com ng spaces for
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residents and visitors alike.

The investnents we're
maki ng today are not sinply because
conpani es are comng to
Phi | adel phia. They're because we
believe in the potential of our
city and its people and want to
continually position themto do
just that.

This legislation is
about positioning Philadel phia for
| ong-term success, ensuring that
our businesses and our communities
are enpowered to benefit not just
in 2026 but for the years to cone.

In closing, | encourage
you to support this |egislation as
a vital step towards a stronger,
nore vi brant Phil adel phia. Let us
seize this nmonent to honor our
past, invest in our future and
ensure that the 250th Anmerica's
I ndependence is cel ebration-worthy

of the city. Thank you for your
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consideration. |'m happy to take
any questions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG Thank
you, M. Newnuis.

Ms. Bol kus, please state
your name for the record and begin
Wi th your testinony.

M5. BOLKUS: Good
nmor ni ng, Chai rman Young and nenbers
of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Justine
Bol kus. |'m Senior Director of
Busi ness Advocacy for the
Departnent of Commrerce. |'mhere
to testify on Bill No. 251022,
whi ch expands the commerci al areas
I n which sidewal k cafes can operate
byri ght.

The Departnent of
Comrerce strives to expand econom c
opportunity for all, including
making it easier to do business in
Phi | adel phia. This |egislation

aine to mnimze confusion on which
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boundaries are attached to
particul ar outdoor dining type. W
appreciate Gty Council's continued
efforts to align outdoor dining
processes in Phil adel phi a.

As a rem nder, sidewal k
cafes can only include tables and
chairs, not equipnment |ike bus bins
or beverage tables. The Mayor's
Busi ness Action Team continues to
be the Commerce Departnent's front
door for small businesses,
provi di ng one-on-one assi stance to
hel p busi nesses navigate city
servi ces, prograns, |icenses,
permts and regul ations, including
outdoor dining. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify. [|'m happy
to answer any questions at this
tine.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. | just have a question about
t he nei ghboring property owner. In

what form does the applicant need
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to get perm ssion of the
nei ghbori ng property owner?

MR, MONTANEZ: W& will
be replicating the sane formwe
used during the COVID years, where
you coul d expand your sidewal k cafe
to to the adjacent property so |ong
as we got the approval fromthem

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  And
I's the neighboring property owner
all owed to charge the applicant for
the use of this space?

MR. MONTANEZ: That's a
t hi ng between both property owners.
The city's just allow ng you to
expand your sidewal k cafe.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  And
whose respons -- so | guess they're
in the applications. Essentially
I f someone were to get hurt on the
adj acent property fromthe sidewal k
cafe, I"'msure there's sone
i ndemmity agreenents or things |ike

that may be in place to indemify
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t he adj acent property owner from
any suits that may arise fromthe
expansi on?

MR, MONTANEZ: | know
that in the sidewal k cafe permt
they indemify the city.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Ckay.

MR, MONTANEZ: |'m not
sure if that indemification also
expands to the adjacent property
owner .

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  And
think that's a question | think
that we need to answer, because we
coul d be now opening up
non-restaurant owners, right, to
particular suits if sonething were
to happen fromthe expansi on of
t hat restaurant next door.

So | do think that's
sonet hing that we need to explore
to make sure that if a neighbor
wants to be a good nei ghbor and

all ow a restaurant to expand, that
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they're indemified, they're
covered, to nmake sure that they
don't have any additional expenses
that wll be associated with that.
So | do think that's sonething that
we definitely should explore as a
body as wel | .

Any questions of these
W t nesses, nenbers of the
comm ttee? The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Chair.

Questi on about
demar cation of these areas because
they' re specific areas within
districts, not the entire district.
|s there going to be a public kind
of engagenent process to nmake sure
people don't think if it's one
| ocation it's the entire space or
how wi | | peopl e know where the zone
ends and the other begins to make

sure there are no violations in
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ot her spaces? |Is there a way to
address that in this effort?

MR, MONTANEZ: Justi ne,
you want that one with your
corridor people?

M5. BOLKUS. Thank you,
Counci | menber. The Departnent of
Comrerce has our Mayor's Busi ness
Action Team and they can inform
busi nesses if they are permtted to
operate a sidewal k cafe or not.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  So
there will be sone sort of
engagenent process to |et people
know who can and who cannot,
because obviously not in sone of
the districts, it's not the entire
district, it's certain denmarcated
areas, which neans if you don't
know where that line is sonebody
el se m ght think, oh, I can too,
right, if you' re outside that zone.

So | just want to make

sure people don't get into trouble
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by thinking this is happening. And
so, we need a robust engagenent
process to make sure people know
what they can or cannot do,

particul arly busi nesses.

M5. BOLKUS: Yes, we can
| ook into that. And we wll also
be creating a new sidewal k cafe
gui de that can hel p i nform peopl e.

COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD: Al
right. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Chair
recogni zes Counci | nrenber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Just
a qui ck question. Wat has been
done by the city to ensure
comruni ty support, approval,
participation in the process to go
fromwhat is currently a process
t hat does require conmunity support
and participation to one that now
does not ?

| don't know if Commrerce

or has there been anything that
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we' ve done to just ensure that
peopl e in the nei ghborhood are okay
wth let's say if you' ve got a
smal | corner bar with a restaurant
| icense and now they want to
operate on the sidewal k around
them and it may be a very nice
operation or it mght not be.
So how i s Conmerce
| ooking at that to ensure
participation? |s there a
mechanismat all or is that
sonet hi ng bei ng worked on maybe?
M5. BOLKUS: Commerce
isn't a part of the permtting or
the |licensing process, but I
believe there is a posting
requi renment for sidewal k caf es.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Ckay. So that notifies the
community that it's comng. Thank
you.
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank

you.
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Any ot her questions of
t hese wi tnesses by nenbers of the
comm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
Seei ng none, thank you for your
t esti nony.

MR. MONTANEZ: Thank
you.

M5. BOLKUS: Thank you.

MR NEWMUI S: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.
M. Pullin, would you pl ease call
the next witnesses to testify on
this bill.

THE CLERK: The next
W tnesses to testify is Zach Pyzik,
Senior Director of Public Affairs
for the Pennsyl vani a Restaurant and
Lodgi ng Associ ation; Yael Tacher,
Program Manager for the Geater
Phi | adel phi a Hi spani ¢ Chanber of
Comrerce; and Ryan Ml hol | and,

Director of QOperations at CookNSol o
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Rest aur ant s.

(Wtnesses approached
W t ness table.)

MR. PYZI K. Zachary
Pyzi k. Good norni ng, Chairperson
Young, Vice-Chair Squilla, nenbers
of the Commttee on Streets and
Services. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify today. M
name is Zachary Pyzik. [|I'mthe
Senior Director of Public Affairs
for the PRLA, the Pennsyl vani a
Rest aurant and Lodgi ng Associ ati on.

W represent
restaurants, hotels, the broader
travel and tourismindustry here in
Phi | adel phi a and st at ew de
t hr oughout the Commonweal th. This
past sumer a small fam|y-owned
restaurant in South Philly set out
a few tables on the sidewal k during
a weekend event. Mich better
weat her that day than we're seeing

t oday.
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You know t he nanme of the
restaurant, if | shared it, just
four or five seats, sone string
lights and a handwitten nenu. By
7:00 p.m the block cane alive.

Nei ghbors gat hered, conversations
were flow ng and the owner told us
that just those few outdoor seats
turned what woul d have ot herw se
been a slow night into a nuch nore
profitabl e one.

You' ve probably heard
simlar stories like this, and it
reflects what we hear from
busi nesses across the city, that
out door dining helps create
vi brancy, support small businesses
and builds comunities. For an
i ndustry |ike ours, conpeting with
cities across the globe, there is
power to outdoor dining beyond just
the tables and the chairs. Qutdoor
di ni ng represents excitenent,

vi brancy, safety, jobs and the
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sense of a welcomng city.

And as we prepare to
wel cone mllions of international
visitors for a record-breaking
2026, these are either
opportunities or potentially m ssed
opportunities. If we get it right,
peopl e cone back and they spend
their noney here in Phil adel phi a.
If we don't, then they won't.

Where they eat, and
particularly how they eat, is
critical to the stories that they
tell when they return hone and the
nmenories that they nmake here in
Phi | adel phia. PRLA strongly
supports the proposed reforns to
the sidewal k cafe ordi nance, and we
can't thank Council nmenber Landau
and team enough for their
| eadership and their efforts in
this space.

These updates are

necessary. W feel they're overdue
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and central to ensuring that

Phi | adel phia presents its best self
to residents and visitors.

Si dewal k cafes shoul d be the

easi est, nost accessible way for a
restaurant to offer outdoor

seati ng.

Yet today, the processes
we' ve heard can be confusing, it
can be slow and too often far out
of reach, especially for smaller
busi nesses that are often tines the
ones that are going to be nore
underresourced. What should be a
straightforward permt process can
often take a year or nore due to
| egi sl ative recess and consi st ent
commruni cati on or uncl ear
requi renments.

This reality stifles
growth and it prevents too nany
nei ghbor hoods from enjoying the
cul tural and econom c benefits that

outdoor dining can bring. This
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| egi sl ation hel ps fix that by
provi di ng expanded byri ght access
to many nore nei ghborhoods, from
Manayunk to North Philly, who can
now participate w thout the need
for individual ordinances.

A streanlined,
predi ct abl e application process
wi th clearer standards, aligned
operati ng hours and greater
transparency as applications nove
t hrough various departnents in
governnent, better opportunity for
so many mnority and i nm grant-
owned restaurants, a cityw de
readi ness plan for 2026 when
outdoor dining wll play a central
role in how Phil adel phi a | ooks,
feels and wel cones the worl d.

And this bill doesn't
just serve Center City. It opens
t he door for other nei ghborhood
corridors across the city. Qutdoor

dining is econom c devel opnent, it
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IS public safety and it is one of
the sinplest tools we feel in the
i ndustry that the city has to
strengt hen our conmmerci al
corridors.

The reforns before you
bal ance t he needs of pedestrians,
accessibility and the public right-
of-way with the realities that are
facing smal|l businesses. They
create standards that the city can
enforce fairly and consistently,
and they hel p Phil adel phia conpete
Wi th peer cities that have already
noder ni zed and enbraced out door
dining as a core part of their
i dentity.

PRLA kindly urges the
commttee to nove the |l egislation
forward wi thout delay. W hope to
gi ve Phi | adel phia the outdoor
di ning framework that it deserves,
one that works not only for owners

and operators, but also reflects
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the city's future.

Wth the 250th
anni versary of our nation's
foundi ng, the FIFA Wrld Cup and
the MLB All Star Gane all on the
hori zon, Phil adel phia will soon be
on the gl obal stage again. W hope
to ensure that our streets and the
Mchelin city that we are refl ect
the energy and hospitality that
we' ve beconme known for.

| nprovenents to outdoor
dining is going to be one of the
cl earest, nost visible ways that we
can do that. So thank you very
much for your tinme and
consideration. W stand ready to
support inplenentation and outreach
in partnership with the city in any
way we can.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so much for your testinony.

Ms. Tacher, please state

your nanme for the record and begin
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Wi th your testinony.

M5. TACHER  Thank you.
Good norning, Council. And thank
you, Counci |l nenber Landau, for
I ntroducing this inportant
| egislation. M nane is Yael
Tacher, Program Manager at the
G eat er Phil adel phia Hi spanic
Chanber of Commer ce.

W work closely with
many restaurants across the city
and are proud producers of D ne
Lati no Restaurant Wek, an
initiative we have carried out
since 2021 to pronote and support
Lati no- owned di ning establishnents.
Qur experience and the voices of
t he busi nesses we serve align wth
the D verse Chanber coalition.

Smal | busi ness surveys
constantly show that nost snall
busi ness owners woul d not reconmend
Phi | adel phia as a place to do

busi ness. The reasons are clear:
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hi gh cost, conplex permtting and
public safety concerns. These
chal | enges create real barriers for
entrepreneurs, especially mnority
and i mm gr ant - owned busi nesses who
are vital to our city's econony and
cultural fabric.

The current approval
process for sidewal k cafes tells a
tale of two cities. |In sone
nei ghbor hoods, often the nore
af fl uent ones, business owners
enj oy stream ined byright
permtting. Meanwhile, in nmany
ot her corridors businesses face a
| engt hy, costly and confusing
process that can take nonths or
even years to conplete. This
disparity is not equitable. It
penal i zes small busi nesses and
nei ghbor hoods that need econom c
devel opnent the nost and reinforces
a system where opportunity depends

on the zip code your business is
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| ocated in.

Si dewal k cafes shoul d be
the sinplest way for a restaurant
to add seating, hire nore workers
and serve its comunity. |nstead
the current systemstifles growth
and di scourages i nvestnent.
Reform ng this process is not just
about convenience. It's about
fairness, conpetitiveness and
preparing Phil adel phia for 2026,
when the world will be watching.

Qut door dining signals a
vi brant, welcomng city. It
strengt hens commercial corridors,

I nproves safety and generates
revenue that supports essenti al
services. By passing this

| egislation, Gty Council can
ensure that every nei ghborhood, not
just the wealthiest, has access to
t hese benefits. Thank you for your
| eadership and for the opportunity

to testify. W stand ready to work
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wi th you and the Parker

Adm ni stration to make Phil adel phi a
a city where small businesses can
thrive everywhere.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Pl ease state your nane
and begi n your testinony.

MR. MULHOLLAND: Ryan
Mul hol | and.  Chai r per son Young,
Vice-Chair Squilla and
Counci | menber Landau and all the
nmenbers of the commttee, thank you
for the opportunity. M nane is
Ryan Mul holland. |'m Director of
Operations with CookNSol o
Rest aurants, including Zahav,

D zengof f, our newest restaurant,
Jaffa Bar, Goldie, K Far.

As |'m sure many of you
know, restaurants are an incredibly
integral part of the fabric of
Phi | adel phia. W are the first

handshake for many visitors. W're
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the first inpression. W're often
the |l ast inpression before people
take off to the airport, get in
their car. Sidewalk cafes are part
of that fabric. They're part of a
first inpression. They create
energy. They create confort.

Some people see activity
out si de of a restaurant and gives
t hem confidence to go in, whereas
they mght be uncertain if they're
going to walk in the door. There's
not hing |i ke seei ng sonebody
sitting on the sidewal k and
mul tipl e nei ghbors greeting them as
they're walking by. It's a sense
of community. It's a place where
peopl e can connect and hel p
establish that this restaurant is
part of their conmmunity.

The byright conponent of
the legislation | think is great to
make it easier. The conponent of

the legislation just making it
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predictable is | think personally
much nore intriguing. The idea
that | can | ease a property, | can
| ook at the way that it's set up,

t he sidewal k space, howit's
arranged and know based on the

| egislation I can put six tables
out si de.

Currently if |I lease a
restaurant, there is an uncertainty
there that | m ght get turned down.
Maybe | can have tabl es outsi de.
Maybe the nei ghborhood says no.
| ' ve been part of opening nore than
seven concepts in the city since
nmoved here in 2012. There hasn't
been a community neeting that |I've
gone to where the acts of soneone
el se have sl owed down ny ability as
a good actor to be able to either
have tabl es or have nusic or even
have ny w ndows open.

And | woul d encour age

you to not punish, if that's the
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right word, or nake the peopl e that
are goi ng through the proper
channel s, behaving correctly,
creating what we want from our
restaurant community in the city,
to hold them back because of sone
peopl e that are behaving poorly.

Every community neeting
where |'ve been sl owed down putting
tabl es outside, it's generally been
because of a nui sance bar sonewhere
el se that does have tabl es outside.
And for ne to not have the ability
to do sonet hing because of another
bad actor when we're playing by the
rul es and doi ng everything we can
to create a wonderful environnent
for our community, it is a
frustrating thing as a business.

So | would urge you to
consi der pushing this forward. |
think it's a benefit. Find other
avenues to correct the actions of

t he peopl e that are not behaving
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and not have it be on the

busi nesses that are trying to do it
the right way, follow the rules, go
through all the steps. |
appreciate your tinme. Thank you
all.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so much. Just a question for
M. Ml holland. You nentioned the
bad actors and how the city should
be finding ways to penalize and
target those specific bad actors.
But in the sense of where these
cafes and how t hese cafes are
opening up at, can you just talk to
us about what specifically you
think the city can do to target
t hose bad actors rather than how
you say penalizing the ones that
are good actors, right?

Because the ones
W thout -- before this |egislation,
you have to apply there's a process

where the community has sone say,
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as you nentioned, right. You've
gone to these neetings. How can
the comunity then hold these
applicants accountable, right, to
the quality of life issues if the
process is a byright process?

MR MULHOLLAND: So |'l|
gi ve you an exanple. Jaffa Bar on
North Howard Street, | sat in front
of a comunity board of about maybe
15 or 20 people, and that's just in
the -- we're in actually the
sout heastern corner of Kensington
there. And they had no problem
Wi th us as a restaurant group.

They were excited that we were
going to be there. Their issue is
with a bar down the street and with
par ki ng.

And so, because of the
bar down the street and because
sonmehow seats outside nmaybe got in
the way of their parking, they

decided not to give us their
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go-ahead. And | nentioned that
just to kind of point out that it's
not necessarily always a justified
reason for why places are being

sl owed down.

Now, as far as the
penalty goes, | will tell you that
nobody val ues anything nore as a
busi ness owni ng a restaurant than
their Restaurant R License. And
|"'msure if there is a bunch of
ot her restaurants in here, they
woul d probably say do not say this.
But if you threaten their
Restaurant R License with how their
behavior is, that's how they nake
noney.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Yeah.
Unfortunately, we on the city | evel
don't have that ability, right.
That's a state-given, granted
license. So we don't have the
ability to threaten their |icense.

We have to call the Liquor Control
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Board, state police, all those
types of folks to get involved
whi ch then takes tine. It just
doesn't allow us on a | ocal |evel
to really enforce the things that
are happeni ng.

So | understand what
you're saying. | get that concern
conpletely, but that doesn't help
us out. I'mjust thinking about a
coupl e of restaurants that have R
Licenses in ny district. But I
won't even call them a restaurant,
right, because they essentially
just sell alcohol and ramen
noodles, right. And if they're
allowed -- and I'mthinking of sone
vi brant and up-and-com ng
comrerci al corridors where these
stores still exist, and if they're
allowed to then set up shop outside
byright, all the quality of life
I ssues that you nentioned that

t hose residents conpl ai ned about
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are going to cone to fruition.

| think that that's
sonet hing that we should take into
consi derati on because those
residents, they live there, they
live in that community. So parKking
Is a concern for them | think
that's a legitimte concern. You
say it's not a business, you know,
it shouldn't be a business concern.

| think it is, right.
Because as a busi ness owner, you
have to take those things into
consi derati on when you' re deci di ng
to open up a restaurant where you
make that risk, right, that's
sonet hing that you have to take
I nto consideration in order as
you' re costing out your business.
Those quality of |life issues are
i nportant to those residents who
are going to be your custoners,
right.

And so, | think those
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are things that we need to keep in
m nd as we go through this process.
And | do think in certain places
it's great to have this byright
process, but | represent sone of
the nost challenging parts of this
city. And to have those byri ght
processes, there would create even
nore quality of life issues in
those communities than already

exi sting now.

As you know, Philly is a
city by neighborhood, right. It's
nei ghbor hood by nei ghborhood city.
| f you cross the street, it's a
whol e different area, whole
different feel in the comunity.
And | really think that some of the
pl aces that are in this |legislation
woul d be great. And | think
allowing the coonmunity to have sone
say, | don't think it's a negative,
"Il say. | don't think that's a

bad t hi ng.
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And | think that the
conmmuni ti es, because they have to
live wwth the consequences of their
actions, whether they just vote for
it or not, but they had sone say in
that. They had the ability to say,
you know what, we caused this on
oursel ves, we decided to allow this
to happen in our comunity, right.

So | just want that to
be on the record so fol ks can get a
sense of where sone of the --
won't say opposition to it because
there's no opposition to the bill,
right, fol ks support it. But sone
of the concerns, right, that people
may have in sone of the districts
t hroughout the city. Again,
certain places, certain
nei ghborhoods, it's great. But
other places, it wll be a
ni ghtmare to sone community
menber s.

Chair recognizes
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Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you, M. Chairman. And I
could not agree with you nore.

And | |ove the idea of
it. Listen, | love dining
al fresco. You know, | |ove an
outdoor cafe. | |ove being out and
the vibrancy of it, but it has to
work for the community in which
it'sin. It's got to be sonething
that is enbraced by the conmmunity
in which it's in.

And | get it that -- you
know, |isten, there should be
enforcenent tools that work, that
can address when we have a problem
we have a probl em business, to get
themin line. It would be great if
we could just say to a bad
busi ness, listen, get it together
or else we're going to send L& out
or we're going to send Conmerce out

or we're going to send, you know,
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this one or that one out. They
don't care, and they don't care
because they don't get the |evel of
enforcenent that | believe that
t hey deserve.

And | just wanted to
gi ve you an exanple. This is not a
restaurant. | want to be clear on
that. It's a snoke shop. But |
just want to give you an exanple of
a business that ny staff, we did a
community neeting around this bad
business in early March. | want to
say March 3rd or 4th of this year.

And so, we sent out a
notice afterwards based on our
findings when we went to this snoke
shop. And they were operating with
no license to operate, which is
required. No certificate of
occupancy which is required. They
had done construction w thout
required permts. There was

i1l egal signage. There was a sale
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of tobacco wthout a license, which
IS required.

There was a sal e of
| oose cigarettes, which is
prohi bited. They had tobacco sal es
on the same bl ock as a school and a
church, which is prohibited. They
had a | ack of heat and air
circulation, which is required.
There were exposed radi at or pi pes,
which is a plunbing code violation.
There were | oose and exposed wires,
whi ch are an el ectrical code
violation. There was drug
paraphernalia, which is illegal.
And they had the nerve to be
operating 24/7.

And so, you know, this
iIs real. You can go right nowto
5950 Ogontz Avenue. And they
cl osed that day, and they haven't
been cl osed since then. And so, we
brought out L& . W brought out

all the actors fromthe Cty of
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Phi | adel phia. Help us, help us
enforce, help us figure out what
can we do about these bad actors
who are really disrupting
nei ghbor hoods, commerce, you know,
just business on this little
comrercial corridor strip. And
t here has been nothing that has
been done to stop this flow of
activity at this business. And
there's other activity as well that
"' m not even going to get into
ri ght here and now.

But we cannot get the
| evel of enforcenent that we need.
And that's really what we're asking
for. So | applaud great businesses
i ke yours. You're doing the right
thing. You care about your
nei ghbor hood. You care about your
community. You're not who we're
tal ki ng about here. W're talking
about sonebody conpl etely operating

in a different fashion.
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MR PYZIK:  Yeah. |If |
may, Counci |l nenber Bass and
Chai r person Young, | just want to
note that we of course at PRLA, we
and the industry, we understand
your concerns and we appreciate
t hose concerns. | know we've had
sone offline conversations,
Counci | menber Bass. | know this is
an i ssue you've been navigating for
a while now and we understand those
concerns.

As you guys have noted
and | know Counci | mrenber Landau had
noted earlier as well, there are
good actors out there, and in any
I ndustry there are bad actors, as
you m ght inmagine. The type of
operator and owner that often tines
j oins an association |ike ours over
at PRLA, not only do they follow
the rules, but that's part of the
reason they join an association

i ke PRLA because they take the
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rules and the regul ations and the
| aws that are on the books very
seriously. And they work
aggressively and assertively and
doubl e, triple check to nmake sure
that they are follow ng the rules.

W' ve wrestl ed
internally at the association, not
just here in Philadel phia but with
menbers statew de as they've
explored this conversation here at
Cty Hall, in Pittsburgh, in other
regions |like Harrisburg and
Scranton, but even at the Capitol
Building in Harrisburg. W
under st and the stop-and-go issue.

What we often tines, and
you kind of alluded to this as it
relates to the snoke shop, but it's
applicable in other sectors of the
econony as well, that often tines
t hese operators are violating a
whol e host of rules that are

already on -- we find sone of these
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st op- and- goes are perhaps not even
licensed in the first place. They
m ght not have the permts they
need. In many cases, they're
serving fol ks that are under age.
They' re serving after hours.

VWhat we' ve reflected on
at PRLA as we work with again
| egislators in Harrisburg here at
Gty Hall, in Pittsburgh and
el sewhere, is as new regul ati ons
and new rul es are explored, in sone
cases our nenbers continue to
foll ow those rules, but the bad
actors continue to be bad actors.

So of course, we
under st and your concern. And |
al so wanted to just get on the
record if we could ever be a
resource at the association, if we
coul d ever be hel pful, | know we've
wor ked w th you, Council nmenber
Bass, | know we've worked with

Counci | menber Squilla and ot hers on
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Council to where we can help
mtigate sone of the pressures you
all are seeing in your nei ghborhood
and your region, if we can -- with
a snoke shop, it mght be nore
challenging, but if it's in the
hospitality industry and if our

i ndustry | eaders |ike Ryan and
others, if we could ever be a
resource, maybe even just naking a
connection, opening up a |line of
communi cation, we want to be.

But we certainly
under st and your concern about bad
actors and appreciate your coments
about the good actors out there as
well that are trying to follow the
rul es.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. And | do want to note that |
under stand how this process or

t hese restaurants, these small
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busi nesses, for how nuch all ow ng
si dewal k cafes can increase the
capacity for the business, right.
Before | canme to Gty Council, |
represented small businesses in
applying for these sidewal k cafes
so | know the process. |
understand how frustrating it can
be.

And | want to say that
when |'mout | ooking for a
restaurant, so you actually | ook
for outdoor dining. W wll [|ook
to see which restaurants have that
vi brancy, has that custoner base,
right. Oh, if it's crowded, it
m ght be good. Let's try that out.

But again, that's only
I n certain nei ghborhoods, right.
It's only in certain areas and it's
not sonething that | think can be
hel pful throughout the entire city.
And | think it's up to -- again, |

appl aud these D strict
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Counci | menbers who worked with
Counci | menber Landau and her

| egi slation to ensure that those
communities where this will be a
net positive have the ability to
thrive, but we want to nmake sure
that it is a net positive

ever ywhere when we introduce or

i npl ement this type of |egislation.
So | just want to thank you all for
bei ng here today.

Are there any other
guestions of these w tnesses by
menbers of the commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you so nuch for
your testinony today.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease call the next witnesses to
testify.

THE CLERK: The next
W tnesses to testify are Jess

Cal ter, Senior Vice-President for
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Advancenent and External Affairs
for Visit Philadel phia; and Nate
Honmel , Director of Planning and
Design at University City District.

(Wt nesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Please just state your nane
for the record and begin wth your
testi nony.

M5. CALTER  Hell o.
Jessica Calter. |[|'mthe Seni or
Vi ce- Presi dent for Advancenent and
External Affairs at Visit
Phi | adel phia. Good norni ng,

Chai rman Young and nenbers of the
commttee. Visit Philadel phia's
mssion is to build Philadel phia's
I mage, drive visitation and spur
the economc vitality of our

regi on.

On behal f of Visit
Phi | adel phia, |1'mhere today to

of fer our support for Bill 251022,
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sponsored by Council nenber Landau.
This is an inportant piece of
| egi sl ation that seeks to sinplify
and expand the availability of
byri ght sidewal k cafes. This bill
Is a catalyst for economc equity
and essenti al preparedness for our
city's nonment on the gl obal stage
I n 2026.

Making it easier for
nei ghbor hood busi nesses to open
si dewal k cafes drives | ocal
vitality and increase foot traffic,
whi ch hel ps | ocal businesses grow.
By addi ng commercial corridors to
the byright zones for sidewalk
cafes, this legislation | evels the
playing field, making it
dramatically easier and nore
equitable for small businesses to
add seating capacity.

For many of these snall
establ i shnments, an expanded

footprint nmeans increased sal es,
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nore stable staffing and ultimtely
greater financial resiliency. A
thriving sidewal k cafe scene
transforns a street into a
destination. An increased foot
traffic nmeans nore vi brant
commercial corridors for all of us.
For our visitors, the
opportunity to dine al fresco is
precisely the kind of inviting,
aut hentic and nenorabl e experi ence
that defines a world class city.
This | egislation ensures that
tourists who expl ore Phil adel phia
beyond Center City and our historic
core are invited into a lively
at nosphere, hospitable
nei ghbor hoods and encourage themto
stay | onger and spend nore.
However, this
| egi sl ati on can benefit nore than
just tourists. This expansion,
conmbi ned with clear and consi st ent

operating hours, significantly
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I ncreases the quality of life for
residents, fostering a nore

wal kabl e, attractive and community-
focused commercial corridor right
in their own nei ghborhood.

Phi | adel phia will host
several major events in 2026,
wel comng a significant influx of
gl obal visitors and nedi a
attention. By passing this bill
now, we send a clear signal that
Phi | adel phia is open for business,
and the increase in sidewal k cafe
seats throughout the city wll
accomodat e the | arge nunber of
vi sitors expect ed.

And nore inportantly, it
will help to ensure that the
econom c i npact of 2026 is
di stri buted throughout the city,
reachi ng nei ghbor hood busi nesses
that m ght otherw se have been
over| ooked. Visit Phil adel phia

urges the commttee to vote in
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favor of Bill 251022.

By renovi ng unnecessary
hurdl es and establishing clear
rules for byright operation, we can
support our snmall businesses,
enhance our conpetitive appeal to
visitors and build a nore vibrant
and equitable city for everyone.
Thank you for your tinme and
consideration. |'m happy to answer
any questions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you for your testinony.

M. Hommel, please
begi n.

MR. HOWEL: Thank you,
Counci | menber Landau and Counci |
Commttee on Streets and Servi ces,
for this opportunity to testify in
favor of Council Bill 2501022.

Good norni ng, Council menbers. M
name is Nate Hommel and | serve as
the Director of Planning and Design

for University Gty Dstrict, a
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partnership of |ocal anchor
institutions, real estate

devel opers and community

st akehol ders that works to inprove
the public real mand support our

| ocal econony.

Part of what nmakes
comrerce in West Phil adel phia and
University City unique is a high
nunber of famly and i mm grant-
owned busi nesses, small busi nesses
that sonetines require additional
support to succeed. For the past
14 years, | have hel ped design
permt and manage parKklets,
Streeteries and sidewal k cafes
t hroughout University Cty.

And during the pandem c,
these tools becane vital lifelines
for our small businesses. And |
personal |y assi sted several
restaurants in navigating the
current sidewal k cafe permt

process. Wile the system works,
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It can require a separate Council
ordi nance on top of the permt,
whi ch often adds nmany nonths to the
tinmeline and conplicates things for
busi ness owners trying to act as
owners, operators, bookkeepers and
sonmeti nmes even cooks and servers.
This bill changes that
by making nore areas of the city
byright for sidewal k cafes. And as
| understand it, Council D strict 3
woul d al | ow si dewal k cafes
t hroughout the entire district.
University Cty District strongly
supports this. It will streanline
approval s, reduce uncertainty for
busi nesses and give our restaurants
a tinmely boost to set themup for
success when all eyes will be on
Phi | adel phia in 2026. Thank you
for the opportunity to testify and
for your work to strengthen our
smal | busi nesses and public spaces.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG. Thank
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you bot h.

Are there any questions
of these w tnesses?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you so nuch for
your testinony.

M5. CALTER  Thank you
very nuch.

MR. HOWEL: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG
M. Pullin, is there any other
W tnesses to testify on Bill No.
2510227

THE CLERK: Can we get
Bonita Cunm ngs and Peter
McDer not t .

(Wt nesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Please state your nane for
the record and begin wth your
t esti nony.

M5. CUMWM NGS: So good
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norni ng, Conmm ttee Chairman and
menbers of the Streets Conmttee.
Thank you for having ne here today.
My nane is Bonita Cunmm ngs and | am
the Director of Strawberry Mansion
Community Concern. And | want to
start out by saying that |'ve tried
to do what is instructed to do, to
be a good citizen. And in that,
|'ve tried to be a good enpl oyee,
of many years of which | spent in
this body. | tried to be a good
not her and a good community | eader.
But one of the things
that's very painful is that |
cannot have ny friends cone into ny
community to a sidewal k cafe. |
can't invite them because ny
nei ghbor hood at Strawberry Mansi on,
al ong a commercial corridor, say,
from?29th Street at Dianond to
Lehi gh woul d not be treated the
sane way as, say, Fairnount.

Sol'mliving --
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al though 1've done what was asked
of me, to go to school, get
educated and all that kind of good
stuff, I'mliving trapped in ny
community not with the ability to
have these pl easures that other

nei ghbor hoods are havi ng.

So | just wanted to say
that I would |l ove to have in ny
nei ghbor hood the opportunity to go
to dinner even wwth ny husband to a
si dewal k cafe. But we're not able
to do that due to the nuisances,
the type of businesses. And what
woul d play out in ny neighborhood
woul d be takeovers and busi ness
owners woul d not be able to control
the people that would be sitting
outsi de at the sidewal k cafes.

So | just wanted to say
that | would hope that the
busi ness, the Commerce, African
Aneri can Chanber and Hi spanic
Chanber and all of the Chanbers
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could really take a |l ook at howto
hel p a nei ghborhood Ii ke mne to be
| ooked at in a way where businesses
don't conme near just to keep us

mar gi nal i zed, to keep us trapped in
pockets of poverty, although we're
not poor peopl e.

So | do appreciate this
| egislation. | really do, because
| lTove it when | can cone through
ot her nei ghbor hoods and see how
ot her nei ghbor hoods are bl oom ng
and people can sit out and then ny
heart aches for ny own community
where we cannot do so. Because
right now, L& 1is overwhelned with
all kinds of things that this would
just conpound for themin ny
community of Strawberry Mansi on.

So | just wanted to add
t hat because we're | ooking for help
and an opportunity. And no
| egi sl ati on shoul d be w thout

community input. This idea of
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byright, the smartest people in the
roomare the people who |ive there,
and nostly because they know all
the secrets. They could tell you
where that little hole is that you
shoul dn't go that way because you
m ght fall down into sonething or
what went on over here and how
often and things of that nature.

So to bypass that just
by posting a sign and not really
maki ng sure that the people see the
sign and that they cone to a
neeting to help identify what woul d
be a problemfor them | think is
not a good step. And residents
shoul d be respected nore in terns
of being able to have a voice in
their conmmunity.

So, Council man, | know
you represent us here in the 5th
District and hopefully you wll be
able to bring to our nei ghborhoods,

particularly in Strawberry Mansi on,
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an opportunity to grow busi nesses
that want to cone and do the right
t hing that has been tal ked about
here by sone of the
representatives. So | just thank
you all for allowng ne to have a
voi ce today.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your testinony,
Ms. Cunm ngs.

Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you for your testinony. And
| know, Ms. Cunm ngs, we've spoken
bef ore about the power of conmmunity
I nput and community invol venent.
And | think that for those of us
who have excluded our district,
that's really what this is about
for us.

The community should
have the ulti mte say about what

happens in their nei ghborhood, and
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that's really what the exclusion is
about. It's not about keeping out

si dewal k busi nesses, because there

IS a process to get a sidewal k cafe
oper ati on goi ng.

VWhat we're saying is
that we just want you to go through
t hat apparatus and we want to work
to inprove it so that it doesn't
take nonths and it doesn't take
years. There's no reason that it
shoul d have to.

So | think that this is
sonet hing that we want to nake sure
Is heard. W want to nmake sure
peopl e understand that we're not
agai nst sidewal k cafes at all.

Like I said, | |ove an outdoor

cafe. But it's got to be in the

ri ght space and the right place and
it cannot have a negative inpact on
the community in which it operates.

And 1'Ill just give you a

qui ck exanple. So | represent
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Nort hwest Phil adel phia starting at
Broad and Lehigh. And so, if you
go up to Broad and Butler, actually
the intersection of Gernmant own and
Butler, there is a little area that
the Gty of Philadel phia, we put in
pl ants and benches and it | ooks
really nice in the mddle of this
commercial corridor and Broad
Street on one side and CGer mant own
Avenue on the other. And there is
a nui sance business at the corner
of Germantown and Butl er.

And so, in the
summertine if you drive by that
| ocation, all of their operation
fromtheir horrible stop-and-go,
all of their business is in that
part. And so, they've created sort
of |ike an outdoor cafe on their
own. And so, it has totally taken
over during warm weat her nont hs by
the patrons of this particular

st op- and- go, who just noved the
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party on right on down into the
park wwth a nice seating that we
provi ded, the nice renovation, the
fantastic | ook, but not the

I ntention.

It was supposed to be
about bringing comunity together
and a gathering space for
community. And it has turned into
a gat hering spot aka outdoor cafe
for a stop-and-go. So that's what
we're trying to prevent from
happeni ng - -

M5. CUW NGS: Right,
and | understand that.

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS: - -
but we're going to continue to work
with the comunity, and we're going
to continue to make sure first and
forenost that the community has a
say.

M5. CUWM NGS: And
that's inportant. | really

appreci ate that.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

M5. CUWM NGS: Because
W t hout a say, you neet wth death.
And we do deserve better than that.
And hopeful ly, again ny
nei ghborhood will grow out of the
mar gi nal i zed state that it has been
pl aced in, fromdisinvestnent and
all of the things that go with it.

W' re not poor people
that should be trapped in poverty
wi t h nui sance busi nesses t hat
al ready are so damaging to our
young children. Qur female
children are being shot to death in
t hese businesses and things |ike
t hat .

So | thank you for
protecting us, having that concern
for your districts respectively
because you are el ected
respectively in your districts.

And that the people I know that are
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in your districts are thankful for
you all to maintain their voice.
So thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Any
ot her questions of this wtness?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG:
Seei ng none, thank you so nuch for
your testinony.

| s there anyone else in
chanbers w shing to testify on Bill
No. 2510227

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG:
Seei ng none, thank you so rnuch.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease call the title of the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250946, authori zing encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewal k café in

the vicinity of 4435-37 Baltinore
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Ave, Phil adel phia, PA 19104, under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Pullin. Please call the
W tnesses for this bill.

THE CLERK: The first
wtness to testify is Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for the Departnent of
Streets; and Sarah Chi u,

Devel opnent Director for the Gty
Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on.

(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Good
afternoon, Ms. Marconi and
Ms. Chiu. Please state your nane
for the record and begin wth your
t esti nony.

M5. MARCONI : Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle

Marconi and |'mthe D rector of
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Legi slative Affairs for the
Departnment of Streets. |'mhere to
offer testinony on Bill No. 250946.
| nt r oduced by Counci | nenber

Gaut hi er.

This bill authorizes
Thomas F. Donatucci, |1l and Robert
Donat ucci, the owners, to install,
own and mai ntain encroachnment in
the nature of a sidewal k cafe at
MIIl Creek Cafe |located at 4435-37
Bal ti nore Avenue. A total of 6
tabl es and 12 seats for a sidewal k
cafe will be |ocated along the
north sidewal k of Baltinore Avenue,
al ong the property |ine of 4435
Bal ti nore Avenue and the East
si dewal k of South 45th Street.

Al ong the property line
of 4435 Baltinore Avenue, 4 tables
and 8 seats will be |ocated
adj acent to the property |ine,
| eaving 9 feet of unobstructed

footway. Another 2 tables and 4
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seats will be |l ocated adjacent to
the property line, leaving 6 feet 6
I nches of obstructed footway.

The Departnent of
Streets is not opposed to this
proposed encroachnent, as the
m ni mum unobstructed footway w ||
be mai ntained. This concludes ny
testinony and |I'm pl eased to answer
any questions you may have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Ms. Chiu, please state
your name and begin with your
t esti nony.

M5. CH U Good norning,
Chai r mrenber Young and nenbers of
the Conmttee on Streets and
Services. |'m Sarah Chiu, Cty
Pl anner Manager with the
Phi | adel phia Gty Planning
Comm ssion. |I'mhere to testify on
Bill No. 250946. |Introduced by

Counci | mrenber Gaut hi er on Oct ober
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30, 2025. This bill allows a
sidewal k cafe at 4435-37 Baltinore
Avenue.

A mnimmof 6 feet 6
i nches of a clear sidewal k space is
to remain after the installation.
This will neet the Conplete Streets
Policy. The Gty Planning
Comm ssion at its neeting on
Novenber 20, 2025 recommended Bill
No. 250946 for approval. [I'll be
happy to answer any questi ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG Thank
you.

Are there any questions
of these wtnesses on this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG,
Seei ng none, thank you for your
t esti nony.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
251028, titled Authorizing the
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instal |l ati on, ownershi p and

mai nt enance of vari ous
encroachnments in the vicinity of
510 N. Chri stopher Col unbus Bl vd,
Phi | adel phia, PA 19123, under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. M. Pullin, please call the
W t nesses.

THE CLERK: The first
wtness to testify is Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for Departnent of Streets;
and Sarah Chiu, Devel opnent
Director for the Gty Planning
Comm ssi on.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Ms. Marconi. Please begin
your testinony.

M5. MARCONI : Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Young
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle

Marconi and |'mthe D rector of
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Legi slative Affairs for the
Departnment of Streets. |'m here
today to offer testinony on Bill
No. 251028. Introduced by
Counci | menber Squill a.

This bill authorizes 500
NCCB Unit A Fee Omer LLC, the
owner, to install, own and maintain
encroachnments in the nature of a
bui | di ng access ranp and el evat or
| ocated in the vicinity of 510
Chri st opher Col unbus Boul evard.

A proposed buil di ng,
ranp and el evator will be | ocated
along the property line of 510
North Chri stopher Col unbus
Boul evard and will encroach a
di stance of approximately 9 feet 4
I nches towards the east, along the
west footway of North Col unbus
Boul evard. The Departnent of
Streets is not opposed to these
encroachnments, as 9 feet 7 inches

of clear and obstructive footway

Page 136

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Streets and Services

wi Il be maintained. This concludes
my testinony. |'mpleased to
answer any questions you nmay have.
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you SO much
Ms. Chiu, please state
your nanme and begin your testinony.
M5. CH U Good norning,
Chai r mrenber Young and nenbers of
this Commttee on Streets and
Services. |'m Sarah Chiu, Cty
Pl anni ng Manager with the
Phi | adel phia Gty Planning
Comm ssion. |I'mhere to testify on
Bill No. 251028. |[Introduced by
Counci | menber Squilla on Novenber
20, 2025.
This bill allows an
exi sting ADA accessi bl e pedestri an
pl at f orm and bui |l di ng entrance
steps, including a handicap lift at
510 North Christopher Col unbus
Boul evard, a mnimumof 9 feet 6

i nches of clear sidewal k spaces to
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remain after the installation.

This neets the Conpl ete
Streets Policy. The Cty Planning
Comm ssion is schedul ed to consi der
this bill at its neeting on
Decenber 4, 2025 wth the staff
recomendati on for approval. |'ll
be happy to answer any questions at
this tine.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch.

Are there any questions
of these wtnesses on this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG Is
there anyone el se in chanbers
wi shing to testify on 251028?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.
Seei ng none, thank you.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
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251025, titled Regul ating the

di rection of novenent of traffic on
Ryan Avenue between Leon Street and
Frankford Avenue.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. M. Pullin, please call the
first witness to testify.

THE CLERK: Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for the Departnent of
Streets.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.

Ms. Marconi, will you please begin
Wi th your testinony.

M5. MARCONI: Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle
Marconi and |'mthe D rector of
Legi slative Affairs for the
Departnment of Streets. |'mhere to
offer testinmony on Bill No. 251025.
| nt roduced by Counci | mnenber

Driscoll.
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This bill establishes a
one-way regul ation on Ryan Avenue
bet ween Leon Street and Frankford
Avenue one-way eastbound. This is
a capital project nmanaged by
PennDOT. Signage for the one-way
regulation will be posted by a
contractor as part of a PennDOT
safety inprovenent project for
Frankford, Ryan and Cottnan Avenues
wth construction expected to begin
in 2026.

The Departnent of
Streets is not opposed to the
one-way regulations. This
concludes ny testinony. [|'m
pl eased to answer any questions you
may have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so much, Ms. Marconi.

Are there any questions
of this witness on this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG.
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Seeing none, is there anyone el se
i n chanbers wshing to testify on
Bill No. 2510257

THE CLERK: Peter
McDernot t .

(Wt ness approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Good
afternoon. Pl ease state your nane
for the record and begin wth your
t esti nony.

MR. McDERMOTT: My nane
is Peter McDernott. |'m a Board
menber of the Mayfair Community
Devel opnent Corporation. |'ma
Board nenber of the Mayfair G vic
Association and I'ma lifel ong
resident of Mayfair. | have sone
exhibits here that | can share with
you regarding this testinony.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Wul d
the Cerk -- I nmean, would the
Sergeant-at-Arnms please bring forth

t he docunents.
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MR, McDERMOTT: It will
be easier to follow along wth the
handout .

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Ckay.

MR. McDERMOTT: So this
Is a report fromthe Del anware
Val | ey Regi onal Pl anning Comm ssi on
regardi ng the Frankford Avenue
Mul timodal Study. It was a study,
right, June 2021. |If you flip
through, it talks about when this
st udy began.

Thi s Frankford Avenue
Mul ti nodal Study began Spring 2019
where there was a series of
community neetings that were going
to be schedul ed to make sure that
everybody was engaged. |'mthe
only person here tal king about it
fromthe community, but everybody
was supposed to be engaged, right.

So if you | ook going
t hrough these pages, there was a

North Del aware District Plan, of
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which | was on the commttee, where
we were going to nake sure that the
zoning for this nei ghborhood was
right. Okay. And this is all
prefacing this reversal of Ryan
Avenue, where there was a | ot of

I nteractive groups where we had the
North Del aware District Plan. It
was 2035, right.

And there was nention of
this area, if you |look at the one
bull et point of which I'min the
pi cture, okay, it's Page 6. W
were going to create a gathering
space at Frankford Avenue and Ryan
Avenue. That's what we were
tal king about. W have a little
bit of a plaza there. W put a
holiday tree up. W do a |ot of
Interactive things there. W have
ni ght markets. Ckay.

One of the problens with
this reversal of Ryan Avenue, one

of the problens, is we have a
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trackless trolley systemup there,
Route 66. Ckay. |It's one of the
ol dest operating systens in the
country, of which there's only five
of them operating.

Those trackl ess
trolleys, which you can see on this
exhi bit here, have a turning radius
of 44 feet. GCkay. | |ove nmath.

44 feet. Leon Avenue or Leon
Street, whatever we're going to
call it, is only 30 feet w de.

So right now, the
express service proceeds northbound
up Cottman Avenue, makes a | eft
onto Ryan Avenue west bound and
makes another |eft onto Leon, able
to stay out nice and wi de to nake
these turns. Ckay. Then it
subsequent |y nakes an additi onal
|l eft on the Cottman Avenue, nice
and wi de, big long turns.

The proposed plan to

make this street eastbound is going
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to require that trackless trolley
at 40 feet long with a turning
radius of 44 feet to then nake a

| eft onto Cottman Avenue, of which
there are no overhead w res which
power these trackless trolleys.
There are no overhead wires in that
west bound | ane on Cottnan Avenue.
That's going to have to be added to
this project.

But even after it nakes
that turn, which will be no problem
on Cottman Avenue, it is then going
to make a right on Leon. And this
map is in there by the way.

There's a map in there fromthis
report. It's the second to |ast
page.

So this trackl ess
trolley will make a | eft off of
Frankford onto Cottrman. And then
it'll attenpt to nmake a right-hand
turn onto Leon Street, which is 30

feet wde, and has netered parking
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on one of the sides of the street
and two | anes of traffic going
nor t hbound and sout hbound.

How they're going to
attenpt to do it, | don't know |
didit in ny Ford Bronco Sport,
very tight. And | did it in ny
Ford Edge, very tight. Neither of
whi ch are 40 feet long. Neither of
whi ch have a 44 degree turning
radius -- 44 foot turning radius,
nmy apologies. And then it's going
to have to nmake a right on Ryan
Avenue to go back down towards the
Mar ket - Frankf ord Transportation
Center for the express service.

Again, | |ike math.

That don't add up. That does not
add up. But the residents would
have told themthat if they ever
had the third neeting which they
did not have. kay.

So let's go back again.

We tal ked about a gathering place
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at Ryan Avenue. GCkay. W didn't
tal k about reversing the street.
We tal ked about gathering. |If you
| ook at the page after 6 or after
18, there's a page here that says
public outreach. They had a whol e
section on it, public outreach.

There was a neeting
schedul ed for the Thursday after
and we all know Phil adel phia. W
all love our shore points, a
neeti ng schedul ed for the Thursday
after Menorial Day weekend, which
had | believe 20-plus nenbers at
it -- no, 17, less than 20.

So on the next page,
public outreach it tal ks about My
30, 2019, 17 community nenbers
attended, 17. W have a pretty
active area pre-COvID. kay. And
we tal ked about -- then one of the
bul l et points in the right-hand
si de says the westbound bi ke | ane

on Ryan Avenue between Frankford
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Avenue and Leon Street needs an
east bound pair.

Listen, if that bike
| ane goi ng west bound was actually
utilized, maybe it woul d need an
east bound pair. Nobody uses it,
and | nmean nobody. |If you ever
want to fall asleep, sit out there
with a clicker and count how nany
bi kes go past it every day. The
nunber will be easy. |It's going to
be a circular notion with a pen,
zero. Nobody uses it.

So how we need an
east bound | ane when nobody uses the
west bound | ane, unl ess we have a
fl ood of people comng from
Rhawnhur st going to cone into our
area, | don't see it. Okay. |It's
not used. It'd be like ne putting
a trapeze set in ny backyard. It's
not going to be used. Gkay. | am
not a trapeze artist. Al right.

But still, we're not tal king about
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reversi ng Ryan Avenue. We weren't
tal ki ng about reversing Ryan
Avenue. W're tal king about a
west bound bi ke | ane. kay.

Now, the next page talks
about public open house No. 2.

This is even nore disturbing. So
public open house No. 2 was
schedul ed for March 4, 2020. Do we
all know what happened in 20207?
CoOviD. W know the city shut down
about a week and a half later.

Ckay.

Now, 28 peopl e showed up
at that. Mst of them were on
their bicycles. Mst of them
didn't live in the area, but that's
okay. That's okay. This is a
city, right. W do things at a
greater size. The neeting was held
at a place called King's H ghway
Tavern, not really inclusive for
peopl e that are in recovery.

We shouldn't really be
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havi ng a bar hosting a neeting on
the first floor where people don't
feel confortable going to that have
probl ens with addiction, that have
probl ens bei ng around pl aces where
t hey di spense drinks. Not a good
i dea, not a good idea. But let's
keep goi ng because there's a | ot of
bad i deas with this one.

| f you | ook at the next
page, it actually has a phot ograph
i nside the bar of where they had
their easel set up with the display
boards. Now, there is actually a
function roomin the basenent of
this where they could have held it
and people wouldn't have felt Iike
they were conprom sed or inpacted.

Again, if you | ook
through this, |I have a provider for
you, and | can provide the link to
the whole entire report, nothing's
t al ki ng about reversing the

direction of Ryan Avenue. Again, |
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want to nention that this trackl ess
trolley systemis a systemwth
overhead catenary w res that
support it. They energize these
trackl ess troll eys.

There are no lines on
t he Cottman Avenue bl ock 3500.
There are no |ines going westbound
to support this redirection of this
express route. None what soever.
Now, they nentioned the Ryan Avenue
reversal will alter express
operation for Route 66, as | just
tal ked about, in the proposed
design, the northbound trolleys
turn left onto Cottman Avenue,
right onto Leon, right onto Ryan
and right onto Frankford Avenue for
t he sanme purpose.

There was a gentl eman
who just retired who used to
operate these things. He was a
SEPTA transit worker. He operated

them He was hysterical |aughing
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when | showed himthis. But we
have inclenment weather. And it

tal ks about how this was field
tested and trolley turning radii
will be incorporated into the final
desi gn.

They' re taking property.
There's no other way to nmake these
turns. They're going to have to
take property. They're going to
have to take the netered parKking,
whi ch supports those stores in that
comercial corridor, right.

The proposed design --
this is on Page 55. The proposed
design for the block of Ryan Avenue
bet ween Frankford Avenue and Leon
Street replaces the existing
west bound conventi onal bicycle | ane
wi th a two-way par ki ng-protected
bi ke | ane.

In the short term this
bicycle facility wll term nate at

Frankf ord Avenue. Potential future
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expansi on of the facility across
Frankford Avenue woul d require

addi tional intersection protections
such as conflict markings and a

bi cycle light.

The last thing | want to
touch on here is the very | ast page
where it says No. 2, Project
Context. If you look at the |ast
shaded bl ock, it says PennDOT
H ghway Safety | nprovenent Program
al so known as HSIP, from Spring
2019 to Spring 2021. And it goes
i nto depth about what they're going
to do and what they're not going to
do, right.

At the bottomof this
arrowed tineline says, Public
nmeeting 1, May 30, 2019, which
tal ked about. 17 people showed up.
It was the week of Menorial Day at
the Mayfair Community Center. The
second neeting, which has a little

star next to it, | don't know why,
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iIs at King's H ghway Tavern. Not
i nclusive for people in recovery
that aren't going to feel
confortabl e going there.

The last neeting, if you
| ook at it, says Public Meeting No.
3, May 2020, location to be
determ ned. The nei ghbor hood was
never heard. W never had the
third neeting ever. And as you can
see fromthe text | provided you,
we tal ked about a gathering place
at Ryan Avenue and we tal ked about
a bicycle |lane. W never tal ked
about reversing the direction.

This is going to greatly
I npact not only the -- we have a
seni or popul ation that are not
going to get really acclimated to
these traffic studies before they
drive into buil dings because
they're going to get pani cked when
peopl e are com ng at themthat used

to be going with them
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| woul d ask that we | ook
at this properly, re-engage the
community and let's get our third
neeting mnimally before we do
sonething that's going to be
irreversible. The reversal of the
street is going to be irreversible.

| mean, right now this
street works. Listen, | amfully
on board with traffic cal mng
nmeasures. |'mfully on board wth
reducing -- | have a 6-year-old --
reduci ng speeds. | amfully on
board with maki ng sure that we make
Frankford Avenue, Cottman Avenue as
safe as possible. | don't see how
this does this.

| hear about adding a
bi ke lane. And | nean, if we have
any kind of -- we do actually. The
Mayf ai r Busi ness | nprovenent
District has a canera system out
there. So let's review the caneras

and see how many people are using
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this bike lane. And if it's well
travel ed, then maybe we do need
anot her bi ke | ane.

But that doesn't nean we
reverse the street and now put
SEPTA in a bind for how they're
going to actually service riders.
And this is a highly road -- Route
66. It's in this package of the
anount of people that travel
Frankford Avenue northbound and
sout hbound.

So | would like to see
our community get a third neeting
before we start reversing streets.
We never got it. GCkay. | know
COVI D happened. COVI D happened
five years ago. W could have
schedul ed a neeting in 2021, 2022,
2023, 2024. Now, we're in 2025.
W're at the end of 2025, the whole
hal | way is decorated for Chri stnas.
This is not going to make a Merry

Christmas for Mayfair. |
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appreci ate you all seriously.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nmuch for your testinony.
Were you able to speak with the
sponsor of the legislation
regardi ng your concerns or issues?

MR. McDERMOTT: |
didn't, no.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG: |
woul d suggest to reach out to the
sponsor of the legislation to
express your concerns, the D strict
Counci | menber .

MR. McDERMOTT: Thank
you. Appreciate it.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Are there any ot her
guestions of these w tnesses
regarding Bill 2510257

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG

Seei ng none, thank you all.
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| s there anyone else in
chanbers wi shing to testify on
2510257

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seeing none, M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250982, titled Authorizing the
instal |l ati on, ownershi p and
mai nt enance of vari ous
encroachnents in the vicinity of
510 N. Chri stopher Col unbus Bl vd,
Phi | adel phia, PA 19123, under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Pullin. Wuld you pl ease
call the wtnesses to testify on
this bill.

THE CLERK: First
wtness to testify is Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs

Director for the Departnent of
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Streets.

(Wtness approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Ms. Marconi, please begin wth your
t esti nony.

M5. MARCONI: Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle
Marconi and |'mthe D rector of
Legi slative Affairs for the
Departnment of Streets. |'m here
today to offer testinony on Bill
No. 250982. Introduced by
Counci | menber Gaut hi er on behal f of
Counci | President Johnson.

This bill establishes a
one-way regul ation on LeCount
Street between South Street and
Bai nbri dge Street, one-way
nort hbound and Bai nbri dge Street
bet ween South Street and Bai nbridge

one-way nort hbound.
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The Departnent of
Streets is not opposed to these
one-way regul ations, as these
di rection changes will elimnate
cut-through traffic and ensure
safer and efficient traffic
circulation. D rectional signage
has al ready been installed and w ||
remain in place. This concludes ny
testinmony and |'m pl eased to answer
any questions you may have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you so nmuch for your testinony.

Are there any questions
of this witness regarding this
bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG,

Seeing none, M. Pullin, is there
anyone else here to testify on this
bill.

(Wtness approached
Wi t ness table.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG.
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Pl ease state your nanme for the
record and begin with your
testi nony.

MS. LEPERA: Ashl ey
Lepera and then ny husband.

MR. Bl RNHAK:  Davi d
Bi r nhak.

M5. LEPERA: W live
outside that -- we live at the
house where all the accidents kept
happening. | work as an | CU nurse,
so | kept having to go out, |ike be
| ate for work. Basically we just
kept havi ng people get hit outside
our house and | kept being late to
work. And | had to keep
stabilizing all these people and I
kept having to watch peopl e get
br oken bones, get intracrani al
bl eeds and then go to work and then
stabilize other people.

But | couldn't even
sl eep because | worked night shift.

So | would have to -- |'d hear
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peopl e get outside ny house. It
was al nost |ike a baby nonitor.

And |1'd have to -- people were
getting hit, |like pedestrians,
children, adults, |ike everybody,
whet her you were on a bi ke, whet her
you were a pedestrian. Everybody's
just getting hit.

So, we'd have to go
outside and stabilize them M
husband's not even in the nedical
field and now he knows how to hold
C-spine and T-spine and do a
@ asgow Cona Scal e, |like to assess
soneone's neurol ogical status. So
we were just doing this for two
years. And finally, we got this
street direction changed. So
pl ease don't change it back.

Pl ease keep it the sane
because |'m noving. So now since
we got the street changed, there's
been no accidents. It used to be

people were getting hit once a day,
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a couple tines a week, and it was
just constant. And so, |'m going
to be noving so there's not going
to be a nurse or a doctor at that
area anynore to stabilize anybody.
So, yeah. Please do not nove it
back because it takes sonetines 15
m nutes for the anbul ance to cone.
So that's it.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so much for your testinony.
do believe that this |egislation
will legalize the changes that have
al ready been nade to keep it the
current direction that it's in now.
| just want to nmake that clear for
t he record.

Are there any questions
of these wtnesses on this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG
Seeing none, is there anyone el se
in chanbers to testify on Bill No.
2509827
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(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you for your
t esti nony.

VW will now
transition -- M. Pullin, is there
anyone on the public comment |ist?

THE CLERK: There are no
speakers on the public coment
l'ist.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. So | would like to thank all
of our witnesses for joining us
t oday.

W will now end the
public hearing and go into the
public neeting. | note for the
record that a quorum of the
commttee i s present.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Squilla for a notion
on the anmendnment to Bill No.
251028.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
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Thank you, M. Chairnman.

| offer an anmendnent to
Bill No. 251028. A copy of the
amendnment has been circulated to
all menbers of the Commttee. |
nove that the anmendnent to Bill No.
251028 be adopt ed.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you. The bill has been noved and
properly seconded.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  The
ayes have it. Bill No. 251028 has
been -- the amendnent to Bill No.
251028 has been adopt ed.

The Chair recogni zes
Council man Squilla for a notion on
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the anmendnent to Bill No. 251022.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. Chairman.

| offer an anmendnent to
Bill No. 251022. A copy of the
amendnent has been circulated to
all menbers of the commttee. |
nove that the anmendnent to Bill No.
251022 be adopt ed.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
amendnent to Bill No. 251022 be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  The
ayes have it and the anendnent to
Bill No. 251022 has been adopt ed.
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The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Squilla for a notion
on Bill Nos. 250843, 250946,
250982, 251022 as anended, 251025
and 251028 as anended.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. Chairnman.

| nove that Bill Nos.
250843, 250946, 250982, 251022 as
amended, 251025 and 251028 as
anended be reported fromthis
commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt the first
readi ng of the next session of
Counci | .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill
Nos. 250843, 250946, 250982, 251022
as anended, 251025, 251028 as

anended be reported fromthis
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commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first
reading of these bills at the next
session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG,  Any
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  The
ayes have it. Bill Nos. 250843,
250946, 250982, 251022 as anended,
251025 as anmended, 251028 as
amended -- |I'msorry, 251025 and
251028 as anended wi ||l be reported
fromthis commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and
further request that the rul es of
Counci|l be suspended to permt the

first reading at the next session
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of Council.

Thi s concl udes the
busi ness before the Commttee on
Streets and Services. Thank you
all for being here today.

(Commttee on Streets
and Services concl uded at

1:00 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

|, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evi dence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographi c notes taken by
me in the foregoing matter, and that this is a

correct transcript of the sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sane by any neans, unl ess under the
direct control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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