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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Menbers, please take your
seats. | note that the hour has
conme and that a quorumof this
Council is present. This Council
will now cone to order.

Asking for all visitors
to please retire outside the rails.
Bef ore proceeding, | will ask al
those present to please set your
cell phone to silent or vibrate.
Thank you. Please take all
conversati ons outside the Counci
chanbers.

To give our invocation
this norning, the Chair recognizes
Pastor WIfredo Pedraza of One
Cross Church. He is here today as
the guest of the | eader of the
Kensi ngt on Caucus, Counci | woman
Quet cy Lozada.

| will ask all nenbers

and guests to please rise.
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(Counci | menber s, guests
and visitors rise.)

PASTOR PEDRAZA: Hell o.
How y'all doing. God bless, y'all.
Let's bow down our heads.

Heavenly Father, we give
you t hanks in the nane of Jesus.
Fat her, we ask you to put your
covenant over Phil adel phia, Father
God. Father, we ask you to protect
the Council. Father, to protect
the Mayor, to protect the Gty of
Brotherly Love, Father God.

Fat her, give them
wi sdom gi ve them under st andi ng,
Fat her God. Father God, you picked
t hese peopl e today, Father God, for
a reason. It's their season,
Fat her God. We ask in the name of
Jesus, Father, to give them peace,
to all the strength, to take them
up and gi ve them peace and | ove and

under st andi ng, Fat her God.
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Fat her, for they can
understand that you picked themfor
they could be on top and not on the
bottom For they can be in the
front and not in the back. For
t hey can be head and not tails.
For they can be wi nners and not
| osers, Father GCod.
Fat her God, we ask you
in the nane of Jesus, Father God,
i n what ever they sign, Father.
Anoint their eyes, Father God, for
they can see things that the other
peopl e cannot see, Father God.
Anoint their ears for they can be
able to hear your voice, Father
God. Wien they found thenselves in
troubl e, in danger, whatever,
Fat her God, for they can be able to
listen to your voice, Father God.
Anoi nt them  Anoi nt
their nmouth, Father God, for they

can be bold and they can be able to
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say things that other people do not
dare to say, Father God. Father,
anoi nt their hands, Father GCod.
That what ever they sign, Father
God, they can receive it by your
power, Father God.

Use this Phil adel phi a,
Fat her God, and protect the police
of Phil adel phia, Father God. G ve
t hem w sdom hal | el uj ah, Fat her,
because they're putting their
famly to the side for they can
protect Phil adel phia. Protect all
of us, Father Cod.

W give you glory, we
gi ve you honor, Father God, because
| know that you picked themfor
this season. In the nane of the
Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit, let the church say Amen.
God bl ess you.

(Amen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT

Page 5

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 20/ 2025

3/ 20/ 25 - STATED - APPROVAL OF JOURNAL

JOHNSON:  Council w1l be at ease.
The Chair thanks the Pastor for his
I nvocati on.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The next order of
busi ness is the approval of the
Journal of the neeting of Thursday,
March 13t h, 2025.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove that the Journa
of the neeting of Thursday, March
13, 2025 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Journa
of the neeting of Thursday, March
13t h of 2025 stand approved.

All those in favor of
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the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
Journal is approved.

The next order of
busi ness is the request for |eaves
of absence.

The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President.

On behal f of the
Majority, there are no requests for
| eaves of absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
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Counci | menber.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: On
behal f of the Mnority party, there
are no requests for |eaves of
absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

The Chair thanks the
Counci | menber.

The Chair now recogni zes
counci | mrenber Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson for a notion concerning
certain legislative matters that
may arise during the course of
today' s session of Council and that
were not listed on the Cal endar
circulated prior to today's Counci
sessi on.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,

M. President.

Page 8

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 20/ 2025

3/ 20/ 25 - STATED - MOTI ON REGARDI NG CALENDAR

| nove that any of the
followng matters, if considered
today, may be added to the agenda
for this session of Council, and as
requi red by | aw, subsequently
publ i shed on an anended agenda
after the consideration of those
matters: resolutions authorizing
hearings, anmendnents to bills on
first reading, the reconsideration
of a bill vetoed by or re-called
fromthe Mayor, anendnents to bills
re-called fromthe Mayor,
resol uti ons taking substantive
action to be voted on in this
session, a notion to withdraw a
bill or resolution that is not on
the Cal endar and a notion placing a
bill or resolution on or returning
a bill or resolution fromthe
Suspensi on Cal endar that is not
| isted on today's Cal endar.

The purpose of this
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nmotion is to provide the public
Wi th notice concerning possible
actions by Council that arose too
| ate to be included on the Cal endar
t hat was published prior to today's
sessi on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you. It has been
noved and properly seconded t hat
the legislative matters stated by
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson, may be added to the
agenda for today should those
matters arise during the course of
this session of Council.

Al'l those in favor wll
I ndi cate by sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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3/ 20/ 25 - STATED - SPECI AL GUESTS
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
notion carries.

The Chair w il dispense
with the regul ar order of business
to recogni ze the guests and
visitors joining us in chanbers
this norning. On behalf of all
nmenbers of Gty Council, | welcone
you to our Council session. W
appreciate your taking the tinme to
join us as we attend to the
| egi slative affairs of our great
city. W certainly invite you to
cone agai n.

The Chair acknow edges
in the chanbers today the Honorable
District Attorney Larry Krasner.
Thank you for joining us.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair al so
acknow edges in our chanber today

t he Honorabl e Alice Beck, Superior
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Court Judge. G ve her a round of
appl ause as wel |.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: At this noment the Chair
recogni zes the gentleman fromthe
4t h Councilmanic District, the
Honor abl e Council man Curti s Jones,
Jr.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President.

Please join nme in
recogni zi ng the anbassadors from
Roxbor ough Hi gh School who are here
to witness denocracy at a | ocal
| evel. Pl ease stand.

Thank you,

M. President.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. At this tine,
the Chair recogni zes Counci | menber

Curtis Jones, who will present a
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resol ution honoring and recogni zi ng
the National Coalition of 100 Bl ack
Wnen Inc. - Pennsylvani a Chapter
on their Annual Legislative Day and
for their dedication of advancing
gender and racial equity and
enpoweri ng Bl ack wonen duri ng
Wnen's Hi story Month.

WI Il Nyisha Chapman, the
Presi dent, and those acconpanyi ng
her please join the Council menber
at the podium Joining
Counci | menber Jones are the | adies
of Gty Council; Council nmenber
Kendra Brooks, Council nenber Janie
Gaut hi er, Counci | mrenber C ndy Bass,
Counci | mrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri char dson, Council menber Quetcy
Lozada.

(Counci | menbers and
guests approached podi um)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  So

pl ease join nme in welconming the
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Nati onal Coalition of 100 Bl ack
Wnen - Pennsyl vani a Chapter.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: W
have always in this country been
| ed by strong wonen of col or, going
back to Sojourner Truth or Harriet
Tubman, nore recently wth the
100t h Mayor of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia as a nenber. Also in
t hese chanbers in honor of Wnen's
Hi story Month, don't forget
Dr. Ethel Allen who was the first
worman of color --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: And
Menber O Neill remnds us that she
was a Republican and wasn't --

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  And
an At-Large Council nenber.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Ckay.
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And an At-Large. So for a very
long tinme we've been | ucky,
fortunate, to be guided by a North
Star that wonen in this country
pointed to. To quote the fanpus
Ameri can phil osopher Beyonce, she

asked the question, Who runs the

wor | d?

(Grls.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes.
But on a nore serious note, | have

al ways tal ked to the brothers in

t he barbershop and sai d, whoa, we
better get our ganme together
because they are running |aps
around us. |If you attend their
banquets or |uncheons, if you
attend -- you're blessed to be able
to attend their workshop, they are
putting the work in to nove us to
that North Star as a community, as
a city and as a nation. And,

therefore, be it another woman.
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COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Well, first thank you
so nuch to ny District colleague
and menber, Council menber Curtis
Jones, for always recognizing the
worren of the National Coalition of
100 Bl ack Wonen - Pennsyl vani a
Chapter, which | amproud to be a
menber of the Coalition joining in
'"21, so shout-out to '21. But I
al so wanted to renenber and honor
the nmenbers of Philadelphia Gty
Council who were al so nenbers of
the National Coalition of 100 Bl ack
Wnen - Pennsyl vani a Chapter,
Marian B. Tasco, the fornmer
Counci l woman fromthe 9th
Counci lmanic District; ny nentor
Bl ondel | Reynol ds Brown who served
At -Large; and al so our coll eague
who you will hear from
Counci | menber Ci ndy Bass serving

the 8th District; as well as forner

Page 16

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 20/ 2025

3/ 20/ 25 - STATED - PRESENTATI ONS
Counci | mrenber and now 100t h Mayor
of the Gty of Phil adel phia
Cherelle L. Parker.

| am so honored and
privileged to be a nenber and today
we are honoring and recogni zing the
Nati onal Coalition of 100 Bl ack
Wnen I nc. - Pennsylvani a Chapter
on our Annual Legislative Day and
for our dedication to advanci ng
gender and racial equity and
enpoweri ng Bl ack wonen duri ng
Wnen's Hi story Mont h;

Whereas, the Coalition
of Bl ack Wnen was founded and
formed in 1970, by 24 visionary
Bl ack wonen, | ed by Edna Beach,
gathered in New York Gty to
address social, econom c and
political issues inpacting their
famlies and communities, giving
rise to the Coalition of 100 Bl ack

Wnen, a key organi zation dedi cated
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to advanci ng gender and raci al
equity; and -- and al so nust honor
t he forever Councilwoman Jannie L.
Bl ackwel | al so nmenber of the
Coalition; and

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
VWher eas - -

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Ckay.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: - -
under Edna Beach's | eadership --
yes, it's a brother up here too,
Counci | President.

Wher eas, under Edna
Beach' s | eadership, the Coalition
addressed the root causes of
I nequal ity, nobilized Bl ack wonen
who shared their vision, and became
a visible force advocating for the
enpower nent of Bl ack wonmen in both
the public and private sectors, of
whi ch nmy beloved wife is of them

and
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Snart nman, smart man.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: And
wher eas, by 1981, the New York
Coalition had over 500 nmenbers, and
as they gained recognition, they
expanded their m ssion and vision
nati onwi de. On Cctober 24th of
that year, the National Coalition
of 100 Bl ack Wonen, Inc. was
fornmed, wth Jewell Jackson M Cabe
selected as their first Nationa
Presi dent; and

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair al so recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Rue Landau and N na
Ahmad j oi ni ng.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Whereas, in 1981 Jewel Jackson
McCabe encouraged Syl via Wbster of
Pennsyl vani a Chapter to a | ocal
chapter. Enbracing the idea,

Webster chartered the Nationa
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Coalition of 100 Bl ack Wnen, Inc.
- Pennsyl vani a Chapter, with 42
progressi ve wonen; and

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Wher eas, over the years the
Nati onal Coalition of 100 Bl ack
Wnen, Inc. -- PA Chapter
( NCLOOBWPA) has grown to 200
menbers and has worked tirel essly
to advocate for Black wonen and
girls, advancing | eadership,
devel opnent, gender equity and
social justice, particularly in the
areas of health, education and
econom ¢ enpower nent, while
enpower i ng t housands of Bl ack wonen
to lead in their communiti es,
wor kpl aces and beyond; and

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
And wher eas, NCLO0OBWPA continues to
be a powerful voice of gender
equity and sociopolitical

advancenent, driving neani ngful
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change to benefit Bl ack wonen and
girls. Additionally, NCLOOBWPA
plays a role in fulfilling the
Nati onal Coalition's vision of a
wor | d where soci oeconomi c
i nequality -- inequity does not
exi st for Black wonen and girls;
and

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Whereas, the National Coalition of
100 Bl ack Wonen nenbers consi st of
a dynam c network of progressive
Bl ack wonen, i ncluding physicians,
| awyers, educators, entrepreneurs
and ot her skilled professionals who
serve as change agents. They have
recogni zed various needs in the
Phi | adel phia comunity and
contributed in ways; including
advocating for racial and soci al
justice while striving to create a
positive inpact in their

communi ties; and
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COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
VWher eas, NCLO0BWPA renai ns
commtted to nmentoring | eadership
devel opnent and fostering future
generations of Black wonen | eaders,
recogni zing that they are essenti al
to |l eadership continuity and mnust
continue to lead the charge in
effecting positive change; and
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: And whereas, the
Nati onal Coalition for 100 Bl ack
Wnen - Pennsyl vania Chapter's
conti nued success and inpact are a
testament to the strength,
determ nati on and vi sion of our
founders, who have bridged
gener ati onal gaps, created prograns
that respond to the uni que needs of
our communi ties and mai ntai ned a
st eadf ast focus on enpowering Bl ack
wonen t hrough advocacy, education

and strategi c partnerships; now,
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therefore, be it

Resol ved by the Counci
of the Gty of Philadel phia, that
it hereby honors and recogni zes the
Nati onal Coalition of 100 Bl ack
Wnen, Inc. - Pennsyl vania Chapter
for our tireless dedication to
advanci ng gender and racial equity
on wavering comnmtment to the
enpower nent of Bl ack wonen and our
significant contributions to
shapi ng the future of | eadership
and advocacy for wonen of color
across the United States of
America. Congratul ations and thank
you, Counci |l menber Jones.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:
M. President, a special shout-out
to Wl helmna More and Charlita
Davi s who nakes nme and you buy
tabl es every year.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes the
Presi dent, Council -- President
Nyi ma Chapman -- Nyi sha Chapman.

M5. CHAPMAN:  Thank you.
Thank you so nmuch. Good norni ng,
Counci |l President Johnson, nenbers
of Gty Council and distinguished
guests. On behalf of the National
Coal ition of 100 Bl ack Wnen -
Pennsyl vani a Chapter, | am honored
to stand before you today as we
recogni ze our Annual Legislative
Day, a day dedicated to uplifting
t he voi ces of Black wonen and
advocating for the policies that
shape our conmunities.

For over 43 years, our
Chapter has worked tirelessly to
advocate for equity, econonc
justice, health, education and
ci vic engagenent for Bl ack wonen
and girls in the Philadel phia area

and surroundi ng counties. W know
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t hat when Bl ack wonen thrive, our
fam lies, our nei ghborhoods and our
entire city prospers.

Today as we gather in
this chanber, we reaffirmour
comm tnent to partnership and
progress. W are here to engage,
to collaborate and to ensure that
the policies crafted within these
wal | s reflect the needs of the
peopl e that we serve.

This year we are
especi ally focused on key
| egislative priorities that wll
i npact thousands of Phil adel phi ans,
I ncl udi ng strengt heni ng econom ¢
opportunities for Bl ack-owned
busi nesses by advocating for
stronger enforcenment of mnority
participation in Gty contracts,
addressi ng the affordabl e housing
crisis by supporting policies that

expand access and protect renters
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from predatory practices, inproving
Bl ack maternal health by sustaining
and increasing our funding for
critical services that support
not hers and babi es, ensuring
educational equity by calling for
transparency and reforns in school
di sci pl i ne policies.

We believe that these
not only are not just -- sorry. W
bel i eve these are not just policy
I ssues. These are noral
I nperatives that demand our
collective action. Gty Council,
we thank you for your | eadership
and your partnership in this work.
We | ook forward to continuing these
conversations today and in the
weeks and nont hs ahead.

Toget her we can build a
Phi | adel phia that truly reflects
equity, access and opportunity for

all. W thank you again for this
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resol ution and honor today and we
| ook forward to continuing to work
wi th you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council w1l be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

As we cel ebrate Wnen's
Hi story Month, 1'd like you all to
hel p me wel cone three guests to
chanbers today who I'm al so
recogni zing with a privileged
resolution later on in session, but
wanted to wel cone them and thank
them publicly for everything they
do in our community. That is
El ai ne Gonzal ez Johnson, please

stand, Bi anca Sol ari and Coach Zha
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Dadson.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you all, ladies. Thank you

| adi es for changing the community
that we all serve.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

At this tinme, the Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Brooks who
wi |l present a resolution
recogni zi ng March 20th, 2025 as
Children's First Day in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Woul d Donna Cooper and
t hose acconpanyi ng her please join
t he Council nenber at the podi um
Joi ni ng Menber Brooks are Menbers
O Rourke, Squilla, Landau,

Phillips, Gauthier, Lozada, Gl nore

R chardson, Ahmad and Bass.
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(Counci | menbers and
guests approached podi um)
COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Al right. Thank you to ny
col | eagues who are joining ne today
in celebrating Children First on
their 45th birthday. This
organi zation is a driving force
beyond so nuch of the work and
progress we've made for young
peopl e over the past five decades.
From full day
ki ndergarten to SEPTA passes for
Philly students, many of the things
we take for granted today were nmade
possi bl e through the work of
Children First. Year-after-year
t hey have spoken up for
Phi | adel phia's young people, |aying
out the data, the research and the
detail ed policy proposals that
conpel elected |leaders to invest in

our chil dren.
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As a |long-tinme education
activist, | know these wins are not
easy. | have seen Children First
take the fight for our children
from nei ghbor hood el enentary
schools all the way to the halls of
power in Harrisburg. Every tine
we' ve had a win.

Children First has been
a part of the push that nade it
happen. Their work has i npacted
generations of Phil adel phi ans and
wi Il continue to brighten the
future of generations to cone. [|'m
so glad to have a chance to thank
and congratul ate Executive Director
Donna Cooper and all the fol ks at
Children First for their lasting
contributions to the city.

Recogni zi ng March 20,
2025 as Children First Day in the
City of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
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VWhereas, in 1978, Christie
"Cricket" Hastings, Ruth Madden,
Happy Fernandez, Marci ene
Mat t| eman, Margaret Estey, Lucy
Sayre founded Phil adel phi a/ Public
Ctizens for Children and Youth,
PCCY, to ensure government agencies
and nonprofit institutions were
fulfilling their responsibilities
to inprove the lives of the Gty's
yout h; and

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Wher eas, PCCY
I mediately formed a task force on
juvenile justice and has pushed for
dozens of reforns over the past 45
years, including | eading the 2018
advocacy to create the Youth
Resi denti al Placement Task Force
establi shed in 2018, and the Youth
Onbudsperson's O fice created in
2022 that added a | ayer of

protection for children who are
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institutionalized; and

Wher eas, PCCY' s
I naugural report Status of Children
and Youth in Philadel phia in 1985,
establishing its reputation for
basi ng PCCY's advocacy efforts on
strong research and anal ysis, the
2025 report on the status of
children found that 47% of
Phi | adel phia's famlies need a
better partner in governnment to
neet the basic needs for healthy
child devel opnent of their
children; and

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
These citizen activists pushed to
redress the Rizzo adm nistration's
| egacy of disinvestnent in
children, including failure to
repair playgrounds, reduction in
yout h prograns and hostility toward
Bl ack teens who protested for

better public schools; and
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Wher eas, PCCY played a nulti-decade
role in neeting the health care
needs of children, including
persuading the City to create three
t een-focused health clinics,

provi ding nore than 10,000 chil dren
free eye exans and dental care,
playing a | eadership role in the
state's enactnent of the Children's
Heal th I nsurance Program which is
CH P, in 1992 and its current

st atewi de canpai gn addressing the
needs of 147,000 uni nsured

chil dren; and

Whereas, in 1990 PCCY

sought to address the lifetine
consequences of chil dhood | ead

poi soni ng, paving the way for Gty
Counci| to pass groundbreaking

| egi sl ation | ead poi soning
prevention ordi nances in 2012 and

2018 that reduced chil dhood
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exposure to |l ead by nore than 50%
and

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Wher eas, PCCY successfully
petitioned to get every city pool
open for the sumer of 1989 and in
1993 to dramatically expand the
sumrer playstreets programthat now
provi des safe spaces for play and
sumrer neals for children lIiving on
nearly 350 blocks in the city; and

Whereas, in 1995 Mayor
Rendel | credited PCCY for
convincing himto make full-day
ki ndergarten universally avail abl e.
Mayor Street in response to a PCCY
call to action created the Ofice
of Early Chil dhood Education in
1999. And in 2022, Mayor Kenney
backed the organi zation's call for
uni versal PreK, paving the way for
the Philly PreK programthat now

serves nore than 5000 children; and
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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Whereas, in 1998 when new stadi uns
wer e bei ng constructed, PCCY worked
with | eaders and Council to ensure
that $1 of every ticket sold at new
venues woul d support afterschoo
prograns for children, generating
nmore than $20 million for youth
prograns; and

Whereas, i n 2003 PCCY
convinced the state that funding
rural transit but not Phil adel phia
school transit was unfair. 65,000
public school students now travel
to school for free in Phil adel phia
just like peers across the state;
and

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
VWhereas, PCCY led the effort to
amend the Honme Rule Charter in 2007
to create the Phil adel phia Youth
Conmmi ssi on, which continues to give

21 youth |l eaders and their peers a
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formal perch to advise Council and
t he Mayor;

Wher eas, youth and
parents call on PCCY to tackle
educational quality, nmaking the
case to inprove reading instruction
which calls PCCY to partner with
UAC to formthe READ by 4th
Canpai gn, and parents and youth
demanded access to nental health
services for children and youth, a
cause now bei ng advanced by the
new y-m nted Strong M nds Bright
Fut ures Partnership; and

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Wher eas, PCCY ran successfu
canpaigns to allocate 1% of the
sales tax and a portion of the
cigarette tax to generate nore than
$170 mllion annually for public
school s and chanpi on the sweet ened
beverage tax, which supports 352

Philly PreK prograns, paid for the
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upgrade of nore than 30 recreation
centers with 40 nore in the
pi peline and funds 20 Comunity
School s; and

Whereas, in 2021 PCCY
changed its nanme to Children First
to reinforce its mssion of putting
children first in public policy and
practices. Philadelphiais a
better place because of the focused
m ssi on and advocacy efforts of
Children First; and

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
VWhereas, since 1980 Children First
has rallied thousands of parents to
call on elected officials to do
nore to neet the needs of children,
hel pi ng t hem make demands on City
Council every year and taking bus
| oads of Phil adel phians to
Harri sburg; and

Whereas, in the last 10

years these advocacy efforts caused

Page 37

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 20/ 2025

3/ 20/ 25 - STATED - PRESENTATI ONS

the state and city to increase
i nvestnents in Philadel phia's
children by nore than 2 billion;
and

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Whereas, since its earliest years
t he organi zation benefited from
| ong-serving, visionary and
uni quel y dedi cated | eaders starting
with Shelly Yanoff who | ed the
charge for children there for 25
years, followed by her successor
Donna Cooper who has been here at
the hel mfor 13 dedicated years;
now, therefore, be it

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Resol ved that the Council of the
Gty of Phil adel phia hereby
recogni zes March 20, 2025, as
Children's First Day in
Phi | adel phia. Further resol ved
that an Engrossed copy of this

resol ution be presented to Children
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First as an expression of gratitude
and admration of the Council of
the Gty of Phil adel phia.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Chair recogni zes Donna
Cooper.

M5. COOPER: Thank you
very much. Especially, thank you
Counci | person Brooks, for being the
sponsor of this resolution. 1|'ve
never spoken fromthis point of
view. This is fascinating. |'m
usual |y over there.

So | want to say this
Council was fornmed 73 years ago,
and this is your | think 19th
Counci | mani ¢ session. And for
two-thirds of the life of this
Council, PCCY or Children First has
been here working side-by-side with
you, and we're grateful to all of

your effort to work with us.
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You'll notice that many
of us are wearing white sneakers
today, and we are doi ng that
because the nanmes that Council man
O Rour ke referenced, they wal ked
these halls with sneakers because
they knew the fight for kids had to
be tireless and they didn't want
their feet to get tired. So today
we wear them and we'll probably
keep wearing them because it's so
much better

Only eight years after
we were founded, the great Marian
Tasco was el ected to this Council
And for 28 years she served on
behal f of the citizens of
Phi | adel phi a and she and the great
Shelly Yanoff were joined at the
hi p, advancing | egislation for
ki ds.

And in 2000, anot her

chanpi on for kids was el ected,
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Bl ondel | Reynol ds Brown. And |
know Bl ondel | wanted to be here
today. She and | spoke | ast week
but she could not cone, but
together with Marian they were a
dynam ¢ duo using every tool in the
t ool book to pass legislation for
kids in every session. And they
wer e hel ped by Council man Jones,
Counci | woman Bl ackwel |,
Counci | person Happy Fernandez, John
Street, Maria Quinones-Sanchez and
Hel en Gym all used their positions
to help Marian and Bl ondel |l neke it
possi ble for the great work you
heard about in our resolution.

We can only do as good
as our Council persons are. Well,
I'"'mvery grateful to this Counci
for taking the tinme to call out our
acconpl i shnments because | know your
schedule is so busy. | want to

t hank the Council as a body, you
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now and your predecessors for
working with us to boldly stand up
for children.

Your courage and vision
has caused stadi um owners and
| andl ords and | awers and i nsurance
conpani es and | arge conpani es, at
tinmes a reluctant negger, to stoop
down to the eye | evel of children
and fromthat vantage point see
that they have a role in playing to
give the children of the city what
they need to grow up and run our
city and for themto becone the
stadi um owners, the | awers, the
| andl ords, the insurance conpani es,
t he Council persons and even the
Mayor. That's our goal

Fromthe youth sports
| eagues that build the | eadership
that many of you see as how you got
your start as young | eaders to the

superl ative high schools that |
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hear you speak about, that you
graduated from and owe your start,
to the protections offered by our
heal th centers and social services
that sone of you have relied on
when things were hard, to the
| eader shi p opportunities, even
t hose you created today with the
students from Roxborough Hi gh that
create an opportunity for children
to see denocracy in action.

Children First is
grateful for what you do and we
stand with you continue to nake it
possi ble. And there's so nuch nore
we need to do together. W're
inspired by the work in this
session of Council persons Phillips
and Landau to give our kids a
better second chance and we hope
that the great Alice Beck and Larry
Krasner will become chanpions with

themin our changes that we hope
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for juvenile justice.
Counci | person G | nore

Ri chardson was the technician who
crafted the nost protective |ead
ordi nance in the nation and we w ||
rely on her expertise and

| eadership to do all we can to get
t hat nunber of children poi soned by
| ead to zero.

W are a partner in this

Council with the great persons
Counci | persons Brooks and | sai ah
Thomas wor ki ng toget her to nake our
school s better and to deliver on
educational justice. And we are
partners with Council person Squilla
and our great Council President
Kenyatta Johnson, who chanpi on the
need to give every child in this
city access to great high-quality
PreK. These Council persons do what
t hey do because they have the

cooperation and support of all of

Page 44

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 20/ 2025

3/ 20/ 25 - STATED - PRESENTATI ONS
their colleagues. They are not
doing this al one and we know t hat
we have you as our partners.

W are deeply grateful
to each of you, every one of you
menbers of Council. And as Shelly
Yanof f woul d say at the cl ose of
every day, | hope you will continue
and we will all continue to ask
oursel ves what are we doi ng for
kids today. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. COOPER:. W th the
per m ssi on of the Council
President, | amvery grateful to
I ntroduce Jasm ne Jones to you, one
of our parent --

M5. BANKS: (I naudible).
COOPER:  Sorry?
BANKS: (I naudi bl e).

5 o B

COOPER:  Huh?
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COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
(Gestured).

M5. COOPER:  Yeah.

Jasm ne to you, ny apol ogies. And
because she's a parent advocate and
what we're doing, we do with
parents every day in the city and |
hope you listen to her carefully.

(Appl ause.)

M5. BANKS: (Good
morning. My nanme is Jasm ne Banks,
and | ama grateful Children's
First parent advocate. | amalso a
person who has raised 15, yes, 1-5
children, and | have adopted five
ol der sons. So | stand here today
before you as an at-risk parent
during Wnen's H story Month to
honor and acknow edge one of the
nost amazi ng and i nfluenti al
organi zations in ny life, that
being Children's First, a powerful

organi zation which is cel ebrating
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45 years of supporting youth |ike
m ne.

And | happen to agree
wi th fornmer Phil adel phia Mayor and
Pennsyl vani a Governor Ed Rendel
who said that Donna Cooper, the
power f ul Executive Director of
Children's First, is the conscience
and soul of his adm nistration.
However, |I'd |like to add and |
strongly believe that many ot her
Children's First parent advocates
woul d agree with ne that the entire
har d- wor ki ng, dedi cated and
conmtted staff at Children's First
under the | eadership of Donna
Cooper collectively are the
consci ence and soul of all parents
i n Phil adel phi a.

In short, | say this
because they are al so approachabl e,
cour ageous, ethical, inspiring,

serves as role nodels, teachers and
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mentors. And what is nost

i npressive to ne is that they are
al so integrative, always involving
parents and caregivers in all of
their initiatives and connecting us
to opportunities to learn, grow,
heal and serve. And it is these
conbi ned qualities that places them
into a | eague of their own, causing
themto stand out from other
nonprofits and communi ty- based
organi zations. And despite all of
these attributes and all of these
years of dedicated service to our
yout h, they and now we, since | am
now a part of Children's First
forever, continue to face
tremendous resistance with
provi di ng basic and essenti al,

dedi cated funding to support our
nost vul nerabl e youth, |ike

mai ntai ni ng the soda tax for

exanpl e.
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However, | assure you
that we will not give up nor wll
we go away. Although the struggle
continues, victory is certain.
Thank you for allowing nme to share.
(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Council will be at ease.
(Council at ease.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Before we nove on to the
next order of business, the Chair
wants to acknow edge the birthday
of our coll eague Council menber Jim
Harrity. Gve hima round of
appl ause.
(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  And Counci | mrenber M ke
Driscoll. Gve hima round of
appl ause.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: And al so, Mke Driscoll's
dad turns 101 years ol d today.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That's them good genes.
Happy birthday nenbers.

The next order of
busi ness is Comunications. The
Chair requests that the Sergeant-
at-Arnms deliver the nessages from
the Mayor to the Chief d erk.

WII --

CH EF CLERK: To the
President -- sorry, go ahead.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: Wl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the nessage fromthe
Mayor and any ot her conmuni cation
i n her possession.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nenbers of the
Council of the Gty of

Phi | adel phia, | am submtting
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herewith for the consideration of
your Honorabl e body the follow ng
proposed ordi nance repealing in
their entirety the follow ng

ordi nances, all approved on
Decenber 23, 2024: Bill No. 240966
(granting the necessary

aut hori zations for the City to help
facilitate devel opnent of a new
arena for the Phil adel phia 76ers);
Bill No. 240967 (authorizing the
execution of a Service Agreenent
between the Gty and PAID); and
Bill No. 240968 (authorizing the
striking of Filbert Street from
10th Street to 11th street fromthe
Cty Plan); Bill No. 240969
(authorizing striking certain
aerial portions of 10th Street

bet ween Market Street and Fil bert
Street fromthe Cty Plan); Bill
No. 240970 (authorizing the

constructi on and mai nt enance of
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various right-of-way encroachnents
in the vicinity of the proposed
arena); Bill No. 240963 (anendi ng
the existing Gallery of Market East
Tax Increnment Financing District in
the area of the proposed arena);
and Bill No. 240973 (approving the
amendnment of a Nei ghbor hood
| mprovenment District in the area of
t he proposed arena); and

An ordi nance repealing
inits entirety Bill No. 240972
(approved Decenber, 23 2024)
entitled "An O di nance anendi ng
Title 14 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Zoning and Pl anning," by
revising certain provisions of
Section 14-906, entitled "Market
Street East Sign Regulations," all
under certain terns and
condi tions;" and

An ordi nance repealing

inits entirety Bill No. 240971
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(approved Decenber 23, 2024)
entitled "An Ordi nance anendi ng
Title 14 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Zoning and Pl anni ng," by
amendi ng certain definitions
relating to signs; creating an
"Arena Area" with the "/CITR Center
City Overlay District" overlay; and
maki ng rel ated changes, including a
mast er plan requirenent and changes
to accessory sign controls, all in
connection with the zoning rul es
for a proposed Arena in Center
Cty; and approving a nmaster plan
for the Arena Area, all under
certain terns and conditions;" and
A resol ution authori zing
t he Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 708 North Sedgw ck
Street, 710 North Sedgw ck Street,
714 and 723 North Sedgw ck Street
| ocated in the 3rd Council manic

District, in accordance with the
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ternms of Chapter 16-700 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code.

And | am pl eased to
advi se you that on March 19, 2025,
| signed the following bills which
wer e passed by Council at its
session on March 6, 2025: Bil
Nos. 241081, 241083, 241107/,
250002, 250004, 250005, 250006,
250007, 250008, 250009, 250046,
250047, 250048, 250049, 250069 and
250070.

Counci|l President, there
are no further comrunications in ny
possessi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. The nessages
will be printed in the Journal.

The next order of
business is the introduction of
bills and resol utions.

The Chair recogni zes

Counci | renber Dr. Anthony Phillips.
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COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, coll eagues. Good norni ng,
menbers of the view ng public.

Today | have no bills or
resol utions for introduction today.
Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Maj ority Council nenber Kat heri ne
G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Good nor ni ng, Counci l
Presi dent. Good norning,
col | eagues.

Not hi ng t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

Good norning, Council President.
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Today | have one
non-privil eged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
non-privil eged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 708, 710, 714,
and 723 North Sedgw ck Street
| ocated in the 3rd Council manic
District in accordance with the
terms of Chapter 16-700 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at the
next session of Council.

The Chair recogni zes

Counci | mrenber Majority Wi p |saiah
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Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Good
nor ni ng, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, coll eagues. Good norni ng
to the |istening public.

Today | have three
privileged resolutions. Thank you,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
privileged resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
March as National Nutrition Mnth
in the Gty of Philadelphiato
rai se awareness of the inportance
of nutrition education and healthy
eating habits, and to recogni ze the
contributions of veteran community
partnership in pronoting health and

wel | ness.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
March 2025 as "Creative and
Ni ghtti me Econonmies and Arts in
Education Month" in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authorizing
the Commttee on Legislative
Oversight to hold hearings on the
status conditions, operations and
econonmi c factors at the
Phi | adel phia Museum of Art to
ensure the future of this Cty

cornerstone as we prepare to
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wel cone the world in 2026.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recognizes the
gentl eman fromthe 4th Council manic
District, Council menber Curtis
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President.

On your behal f, |
I ntroduce one privileged resol ution
and five non-privileged resolutions
on ny own behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the
privileged and non-privil eged
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A

privileged resolution honoring the
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Victim Wtness Services of South
Phi | adel phia for 35 years of
dedi cated service to those affected
by vi ol ence in South Phil adel phi a
and across the City.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
appoi nting Mlika Rahman to the
Ctizen's Police Oversight
Comm ssi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
appointing Gl berto Gonzalez to the

Citizen's Police Oversight
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Conmm ssi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at the
next session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
appointing Mchell e Eni x-Kenney to
the Gtizen's Police Oversight
Conmm ssi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at the
next session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol ution, a non-privileged
resol uti on, appointing LaTanya
VWi tehead to the Citizen's Police
Oversi ght Conm ssi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
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pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
re- appoi nti ng Haaki m Peay to the
Citizen's Police Oversight
Conmm ssi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | man Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Good norning, Council President,
col | eagues and the public.

| have two privileged
resol uti ons and one non-privil eged
resolution. And | ask to be
recogni zed for just a second on one

of the privileged resol utions upon
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its reading.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes --
the Chair asks the Cerk to please
read the titles of the privileged
and non-privil eged resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring the
life and | egacy of the honorable
Phyllis W Beck, retired judge of
t he Superior Court, who was a
treasured nenber of the
Phi | adel phia | egal comunity,
phi | ant hropi st, trail blazer and
ment or .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you so much, Counci
Presi dent.

| just wanted to take

one nonent to recognize the life
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and | egacy of Judge Phyllis Beck.
She was a trailblazer. She broke
so many boundaries and she was a
mentor, a friend and just an

i ncredi bl e col | eague of the | egal
comunity. She was a nentor of

m ne.

| was a Beck Fell ow when
| taught at Tenple Law School
We're so honored to have her
daughter here, Judge Alice Beck
Dubow, as well as her niece --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: - -
and so many of her friends as well
who we' || hear during public
comment. Thank you so nuch for
t hat nonent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You're wel cone. This
resolution wll be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A
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privileged resol ution declaring
March 17th through March 21st,
2025, as National LGBTQ Health
Awar eness Week in the Cty of

Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
condemi ng President Donald J.
Trunp and his adm nistration for
their decision to suspend incomne-
driven student |oan repaynent plans
and for politicizing the Public
Servi ce Loan Forgiveness programto
target advocates working to oppose
his anti-inmgrant, anti-trans and
anti-free speech agenda.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be

pl aced on today's Final Passage

Page 65

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 20/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

3/ 20/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

Bi enveni dos a todos. Today | offer
one privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
privileged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zing wonen in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a who are | eadi ng
i mpactful initiatives in health,
wel | ness and fitness that enpower,
connect and uplift wonen.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage

Cal endar .
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The Chair recogni zes the
gentl eman fromthe 5th Council manic
District, Council nmenber Jeffrey Jay
Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you and good norni ng,
M. President. Good norning,
col | eagues.

No bills or resolutions
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
M nority Council nenber Kendra
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.

| have one privileged
resolution to introduce today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief Cerk

pl ease read the title of the
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privileged resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
expressing gratitude to Nicole
Bartlett for her work hel ping
grieving famlies cope with | oss
and nentoring young women in
Phi | adel phia and across the country
on the occasion of Whnen's History
Mont h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

The Chair recogni zes the

bi rt hday boy Council menber Jim

Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Council President, | have nothing
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
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M nority Wi p Counci |l menber
Ni chol as O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, M. President.

| have nothing to
i ntroduce today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes the
next birthday boy Council menber
M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, M. President.

| have one privileged
resol uti on today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WII the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the
privileged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring the
dedi cat ed enpl oyees of the
Phi | adel phia Gas Works in
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recognition of Natural Gas Utility
Wr kers' Day on March 18, 2025.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber O Nei l I.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer two bills.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WII the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the
bills.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 12-900
(" Par ki ng Regul ati ons and
Penal ti es") and Chapter 12-2800
("Adm ni strative Adjudication of
Par ki ng Vi ol ati ons") of The

Phi | adel phi a Code, revising
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penalties related to parking
certain large vehicles, including
boats, notor honmes, house coaches,
house trailers, truck canpers,
recreational cargo trailers and
recreational trailers, under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance anendi ng Section 2 of an
Ordi nance (Bill No. 220454),
approved Novenber 30, 2022,
entitled "An Ordi nance Authori zi ng
the vacating of Krewstown Road from
Norwal k Road to its term nus
sout hwestwardly therefrom under
certain terns and conditions," by
extendi ng the period for conpliance
with the ternms and conditions

stated therein.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conmi ttee.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Mark Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer three bills on
your behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WII the Chief Qerk
pl ease read the titles of the
bills.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance repealing inits
entirety, Bill No. 240972 (approved
Decenber, 23, 2024) entitled "An
O di nance anending Title 14 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Zoning

and Planning," by revising certain

provi sions of Section 14-906,
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entitled "Market Street East Sign
Regul ations," all under certain
terms and conditions."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conm tt ee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance repealing inits entirety
Bill No. 240971 (approved Decenber
23, 2024) entitled "An Ordi nance
amending Title 14 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Zoning

and Pl anni ng," by anendi ng certain
definitions relating to signs;
creating an "Arena Area" wthin the
“"Center City Overlay District”
overlay; and making rel ated
changes, including a nmaster plan
requi rement and changes to
accessory sign controls; all in

connection with the zoning rul es

for a proposed arena in Center
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City; and approving a master plan
for the Arena Area, all under
certain terns and conditions."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance repealing in their
entirety the follow ng Odi nances,
al | approved Decenber 23, 2024:
Bill No. 240966 (granting the
necessary operations for the Cty
to help facilitate devel opnent of a
new arena for the Phil adel phia
76ers); Bill No. 240967
(authori zing the execution of a
Service Agreenent between the City
and PAID); Bill No. 240968
(authorizing striking Filbert
Street from10th Street to 11lth
Street fromthe Cty Plan); Bill
No. 240969 (authorizing striking
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certain aerial portions of 10th
Street between Market Street and
Filbert Street fromthe Gty Plan);
Bill No. 240970 (authorizing the
construction and mai ntenance of
various right-of-way encroachnents
in the vicinity of the proposed
arena); Bill No. 240963 (anendi ng
the existing Gallery at Market East
Tax I ncrenent Financing District in
the area of the proposed arena);
and Bill No. 240973 (approving the
anmendnent of a Nei ghbor hood
| nprovenent District in the area of
t he proposed arena).

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conmi ttee.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you, M. President.
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| offer no bills or
resol utions this week.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Good norning, Council President,
col | eagues.

| have no bills or
resol uti ons today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

The next order of
business is reports fromcomittee.
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Bass for a report fromthe
Comm ttee on Rul es.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

The Committee on Rul es
reports out one bill with a

f avor abl e reconmmendati on.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief derk
pl ease read the report.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Comm ttee on Rules to which were
referred the following bill: Bil
No. 240333, an ordi nance anendi ng
Section 14-533 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled "M xed-1ncone
Nei ghbor hoods Overlay District," to
update the illustrative maps to
reflect recent redistricting
changes, all under certain terns
and conditions, respectfully
reports it has considered the sane
and returns the attached bill to
Council with a favorable
reconmendat i on.

There are no further
bills to report out fromthe
Commi ttee on Rul es, Council

Pr esi dent .
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Bass for a notion.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove that the rul es of
Counci| be suspended to permt
first reading this day of Bil
No. -- of the bill just read into
the record by the Chief d erk.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the rules of
Counci| be suspended so as to
permt the consideration of this
bill just read by the Chief Cerk
at today's session of Council

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries. This bill wll be
pl aced on our First Reading
Cal endar for today.

The next order of
busi ness is the consideration of
the Calendar. | note that the
bills just reported fromcommttees
W th suspension of rules have been
deened to have had a first reading.
These bills will be placed on the
Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endars for the next session of
Counci | .

As there are no
additional bills on the First
Readi ng Cal endar, the Chair
recogni zes Counci |l menber G I nore
Ri chardson for the purpose of

calling up bills and resol utions on
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t he Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,

M. President.

The followng bills and
resol utions are being called up
fromthe Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars today: Nos.
250221, 240427- AA, 250100 and
250147.

The followng bills and
resolutions on the Cal endar are
being hel d: 250168 and 240665.
250066 i s bei ng anended.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

Bef ore consi dering these
bills and resolutions, we wll
consi der public comment as foll ows:
Your public conment nust concern
matters on the Second Readi ng and

Fi nal Passage Cal endars for
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possi bl e action at today's Counci l
sessi on.

Al'l speakers nust sign
up in order to testify. If you
have not already signed up for
today's session, please do so now
by giving your name to Ms. Hasson
at the table outside the rails to
nmy left. Once you have signed up,
you will be called in the order in
whi ch your nane appears on the
si gn-up sheet.

Under idea
ci rcunst ances, public comenters
each will have three mnutes to
speak. However, this tinme limt
may vary from session-to-session.
Due to today's volune, the tine
limt will be two mnutes. |In
order to be fair to all those
wi shing to speak, | intend to hold
faithfully to the two-mnute limt.

When you begi n speaki ng,
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you will see a green light on the
podium \When there are 30 seconds
remaining to your time, the |ight
will turn yellow, which is your
rem nder to concl ude your renarKks.
Once two minutes have passed, the
light will turn red and the
Sergeant-at-Arns will disconnect

t he m crophone.

At that point, please
yield the podiumto the next
speaker if you have not already
done so. | also reserve the right
pursuant to our rules of Council to
limt repetitious comments on the
sanme subject matter.

| woul d now ask the
Chief Cerk to please read the nane
of our first speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Judge
Ali ce Beck Dubow. My Jereny
Bl atstein, Kate Perez, Kenneth

Bare, Susan Post and Garrett

Page 82

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 20/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

3/ 20/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

O Dwyer al so nmake their way to the

podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

JUDGE BECK DUBOW  Ckay.
Thank you. [|'m Alice Beck Dubow.
I'"'m Phyllis Beck's daughter. |'m

here speaki ng on behal f of the
resol ution honoring the life of ny
mom who recently passed away. |
just wanted to start by thanking
Counci | man Landau for introducing
this resolution that honors ny
nother's life.

The admiration that ny
not her had for Councilwonman Landau
was nutual. She was thrilled that
Counci | woman Landau was a Beck
schol ar at Tenple Law School, which
meant that when Councilworman Landau
ran for City Council we had no
choice, we had to vote for

Counci | woman Landau, and she was

Page 83

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 20/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

3/ 20/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT
thrilled that she won.

| al so do want to thank
Cty Council as a whole for
considering this resolution. M
nom car ed deeply about
Phi | adel phia. She cared nost
deeply about governnent and
politics and City Council. It's
what she tal ked about a | ot.

Sonme of you may know |I'm
married to Rob Dubow, who is the
Finance Director. And | think
m ght have been her special child
because Rob and | cane to di nner
every Sunday night, and the first
question out of her nouth was, So,
Rob, what's going on in the city?
And Rob al ways had sone insight
i nto what was goi ng on.

So | just want to thank
you so nuch for considering this.
It's really nmeaningful to ne and ny

brothers and ny sisters and her
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friends and her grandki ds because
this is an institution that she had
trenmendous respect for, and we

real |y appreciate your naking the
effort to pass a resolution
regarding her life. So thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

MR BLATSTEIN. Hell o,
Cty Council. M nane is Jereny
Blatstein. W' re tal king about two
different bills today. The first
bill is 240427-AA. It's the
nonconformty bill. There's been a
| ot of pushback. Obviously, 7 out
of 10 Districts are against this
bill. They've opted out.

Why? Because it's going
to be a burden on L& and the ZBA.
The ZBA is already backed up. To
put this bill in there nowis not a

good idea. So | challenge each and

Page 85

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 20/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

3/ 20/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT
every one of you to actually take a
stand because it's not going to
just affect these three districts.
It's going to affect the whole city
of Phil adel phia. It's going to
force nore properties to go to the
ZBA.

It is going to put an
undue burden on small busi nesses
and on your constituents. So |
really, really, really, really do
think you should really | ook at
voting no for this bill. 1t's not
sonething that's just going to
affect these three districts,
because every tine you go to the
ZBA, guess what happens? It's
going to take three to six nonths,
and it's going to be backed up and
it's not going to end well for your
constituents. So you can say, oh,
I'"'mgoing to opt my district out,

counci | mani ¢ prerogative.

Page 86

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 20/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

3/ 20/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT

Ooh, council manic
prerogative, we |ove that. But
this is a tine where you actually
could use the reverse council manic
prerogative, you At-Large nenbers,
and take a stand and let's rework
this and figure out howto fix this
bill.

Al'l right. The |ast
thing we're tal king about, we're
tal ki ng about SEPTA. Rai se your
hand if you rode SEPTA in the | ast
week. OCh, the glorious Cty
Counci |l President Johnson and ne
caught the Broad Street Line from
Tasker-Morris up to Gty Hall

(Appl ause.)

MR BLATSTEIN. W |ike
toride the ride. It really is
i mportant to fund SEPTA, right.
SEPTA is crucial to our city and |
real |y appreciate you this norning

riding. And | really think that
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it's sonmething that shoul d be
wor ked i nto each of your schedul es.
Ride it once a week. Ride the ride
and let's grow Philly to 2 mlli.
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Kate Perez, Kenneth Bare, Susan
Post, Garret O Dwyer. And may
David Ford and M chael MDonough
al so nmake their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. PEREZ: Kate Perez.
Condemmi ng cuts to the Housing and
Ur ban Devel opnent Departnent and
asking us to take it a step further
and condemm Trunp bypassi ng
Congress to bonb Yenen, targeting
medi cal facilities and killing nore
than 151 civilians in just two
days.

W have an unel ect ed

foreign billionaire gutting fair
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housi ng and soci al prograns,
forcing Anericans to fight for
resources instead of taxing the
weal t hy. During our housing,
enpl oynent and education crisis, we
shoul d al so condemm Trunp's prior
know edge and nore than $12 billion
of material support to the
occupation's full resunption of its
et hni ¢ cl eansi ng canpai gn on
Tuesday, that all cones at the
expense of the Anerican taxpayer.
Hamas offered to return
the hostage for a permanent truce,
and our sister city slaughtered
nore than 970 civilians in just two
days, nostly children. Using
Googl e and Anmazon's Proj ect N nbus,
the 1 OF know exactly who was in the
bui | di ng and where maki ng each
murder a deliberate choice that our
taxes paid for instead of

sustaining fair housing in our
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country. All aid to Gaza has been
cut off since March 2nd.

Surgeries, intubations and
anput ati ons done while patients are
wi de awake and still Phil adel phia
has done nothing to stop

manuf acturers or ports in our city
from shi pping nore mssiles and

r obot dogs.

This resol ution
reaffirms the Gty's conmtnent to
protect the rights of our nost
vul nerabl e residents. Qur
adm nistration is using Al to conb
t hrough social nedia accounts and
using McCarthy-era tactics to | abel
activists and inmmgrants terrori st
synpat hi zers or gang-affiliated to
i mediately strip their rights and
have | CE det ai ned, deport or
di sappear people w thout proof or
due process.

Protecting our rights
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means creating nore safety nets as
the adm nistration continues to
tear them down, creating offices to
take over their work, enacting rent
freezes, sanctuary policies,
refusing the presence of |CE,
refusing to conflate anti-Zioni sm
with anti-Semtism

We nornmalize apartheid
and genoci de by nmai ntaining our
sister city's relationship, and
Fetterman accepting a silver-plated
beeper froman internationally
wanted war crimnal. Cruelty we
send abroad turns inward as Tenpl e
admn bring in PPD to survei
Jewi sh voices for peace. Arns
enbargo now. Free Pal estine.

(Appl ause.)

MR. BARE: Good norning.
My nanme is Kenneth Bare. |'m here
on behal f of Bill No. 250221. |'m
a nmenber of POWAER Interfaith, okay,
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t hank you, which is representing
Arch Street United Mt hodi st

Church, which is in Council menber
Squilla's District. There are many
di fferent housing issues
confronting the city, but | am nost
concerned about naking i nprovenents
for the honel ess and ensuring that
they mnimally have consistent
roof s over their heads.

The overall housing
action plan for Phil adel phia has an
I npressive series of ways to
i nprove the housing status for
t hose who al ready have owned or
rented residents. The truly
honel ess have a nuch snmaller array
of services.

A honel ess i ndivi dua
can be provided energency shelter
during extrene cold weather. Their
visits to intact or drop-in centers

may provide them neal s, nedical
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servi ces, showers, |aundry,

et cetera. O herwi se on a day-to-
day basis, that individual nust
seek and nmaybe find shelter at

ni ght beneath a bridge, over a
grate or in an abandoned buil di ng.
These transitory, unstable and

di scouragi ng settings contribute to
stress and worseni ng physical,
ment al , behavi oral and enoti onal
heal t h.

I n concl usion, we want
to partner with you, Council nenber
Squilla, to endeavor to solve these
problens. W'IlI|l be hosting a town
hall in your District this spring,
and we hope you'll join us to begin

this partnership. Thank you very

much.

(Appl ause.)

M5. POST: Good norni ng.
My nane is Susan Post. | am

reading a testinony on behal f of ny
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friend and nei ghbor, M. Carol
Juni ous over here and she's the
not her of Nicole Bartlett who's
bei ng honored today with a speci al
resolution for Wonen's History
Mont h.

In her nother's words,
Ni cole Bartlett is indeed an
excel l ent person to cel ebrate
during this Wonen's Hi story Month
in our city. Her extrenely
wonderful life and contributions to
t he peopl e of Phil adel phia have
been exceptional in many ways.

My daughter N col e was
born in Phil adel phia and attended
Catholic School in Hunting Park,
graduating fromLittle Flower
Catholic H gh School for Grls.
She | ater attended Mercer Community
Col l ege. From the begi nni ng,

Ni col e has al ways been strong in

what she believes. She is deeply
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i nfl uenced by her father George
Juni ous, who has recently deceased,
to becone the woman that she is

t oday.

She played an i nportant
role in her life -- he did, and
they were always very close. Wile
Ni col e was a young adult with the
passing of her little brother, she
chose to becone a funeral director
and to hel p those experiencing the
| oss of |oved ones. But her first
busi ness venture was a busi ness
cal l ed Shop and Deliver, delivering
food to people at hone.

God is first in Nicole's
life and that's why we are here
t oday, because he has made the path
for her to follow and her path has
bl essed many people. She is
rai sing three children, Jordan,
Darren Jr. and Kylie with her

husband Darren who is always right

Page 95

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 20/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

3/ 20/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT
there at her side with all that she
does.

Ni col e and Darren and
their children work together as a
famly. They have opened day cares
in addition to the funeral hone.
Beyond all this, they are | ooking
to care for the needs of their
community. N cole's funeral work
in particular offers dignity and
space for famlies to celebrate the
lives of their |oved ones.

Her wor k extends beyond
the funeral work to help famlies
in many ways to process grief,
whi ch has been so inportant to the
people in her community. She's
provi ded grief classes, insurance
cl asses and assi stance and has
gotten food and cl ot hi ng.

In fact, N cole went as
far as feeding famlies at

St. Christopher's Hospital for the
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night. She keeps in touch with
famlies that are still grieving.
She started an event around
Val enti ne's Day each year when
famlies can gather letters witten
to their loved ones in balloons
that are released. Everyone in the
communi ty has | ost soneone -- okay.
Her father and I, Ms. Carol
Juni ous, have wal ked with her as
she has traveled this road, and we
are very proud of her. Nicole, you
make our community proud. Keep up
t he good work.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Garret O Dwyer, David Ford, M chael
McDonough. May John Busby, Tess
Feil er and Kate Esposito al so nake
their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MR. O DWER  Good
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nor ni ng, Council President Johnson
and menbers of Gty Council. My
nanme is Garrett O Dwer and |I'mthe
Associate Policy Director for the
Phi | adel phi a Associ ati on of
Communi ty Devel opnent Cor porations
or PACDC. Thank you for the
opportunity to offer testinony and
support Resol ution 250221
condemni ng staffing and budget cuts
at the United States Departnent of
Housi ng and Ur ban Devel opnent.
PACDC is a | eadi ng voice
in nonprofit comunity devel opnent
organi zations in Philadel phia and
our nenbers are responsible for
addr essi ng key affordabl e housing
needs across the city. W know the
i nportance of having an adequately
staffed and funded HUD and t he
I nportant role these professionals
play in admnistrating prograns and

f undi ng.
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It is through
partnerships with public servants
at all levels of government that we
have nmade significant progress
towards building a nore equitable
Phi | adel phia. W share your
outrage at these proposed cuts,
they are cruel and they are
senseless. Nowis the tine for
strong |l ocal |eadership to defend
our affordabl e housing gains and
protect our nost vul nerabl e and
at-risk residents.

PACDC and our nenbership
stand ready to work with you to
ensure that this work conti nues
what ever may cone. Thank you again
for the opportunity to testify in
support of this resolution.

(Appl ause.)

MR, FORD: Good norni ng.
Maj ority Leader Richardson, nenbers

of Council. M nanme is David Ford
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and | serve as the Vice-President
of External Affairs at the

Phi | adel phia Gas Wrks. Wth ne
today from our managenent team are
Nyi sha Chaprman and Ken Anderson

We al so have -- M ke MDonough's
going to be speaking for us in a
m nute from Local 686, and our
Chief of Staff was here a little
bit earlier, Melanie MCottry. On
behal f of our President and CEO
Seth Shapiro who sends his regrets
for not being able to attend today,
' m speaki ng on behalf of PGWtoO

t hank Council for recognizing our
wor kers on the occasi on of Natural
Gas Uility Wrkers Day.

We are deeply
appreci ati ve of Counci | menber
Driscoll, happy birthday, for
I ntroduci ng the resolution and hope
to have support of all nenbers of

Council. On a personal note this
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resolution nmeans a lot to nme, as |
had the privilege of working as a
staff menber in this body for half
of nmy career for Council nenbers
Happy Fernandez and Bl ondel |
Reynol ds Br own.

That history has given
nme the perspective of how hard-
wor ki ng each and every one of you
are on behalf of the citizens of
Phi | adel phia. So know ng how hard
you all work, it's trenmendously
nmeani ngf ul to PGW enpl oyees t hat
you recogni ze our work on behal f of
t he 500, 000 customers that we have
across Phil adel phia. Every day the
men and wonen of PGW ensure safe,
reliable, affordable and
sust ai nabl e service for
Phi | adel phi ans from service visits
to our hones and businesses to
extraordi nary events, |ike being

anong the first to arrive at the
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scene of the recent plane crash in
Nort heast Phil adel phi a.

PGW enpl oyees have
efficiently and bravely served the
peopl e of Phil adel phia since our
founding in 1836. 1'Il close by
nmenti oni ng one of the main things
we are proud of is our work on the
behal f of our |owincone custoners.
And thank you to Council nenbers
Landau, Brooks, Harrity, Lozada and
Bass who have done videos in
col | aboration with us for LI HEAP,
and | think there's a couple nore
comng in that are in the pipeline.
And we have an event next Wednesday
the 26th that we're coll aborating
w th Speaker Mcd i nton.

Information is on your desks for
that. And we also would welcone to
col | aborate with you any and all
times for the people of

Phi | adel phia. Thank you so nuch
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for the recognition.

(Appl ause.)

M5. McDONOUGH:  Good
nor ni ng, Counci | wonman Ri chardson --
good norni ng, Counci | worman
Ri chardson and Council. M nane is
M ke McDonough. |'mthe Vice-
presi dent of the (inaudible)

Wor kers Union Local 686 UWA.
Today |'mjoined by ny union
brothers fromthe Executive Board,
Joe McGarrity, Jesse Gl and Jim
Bacon.

On behal f of our
Presi dent Keith Hol mes, who cannot
be here to attend, and all the
har d- wor ki ng uni on nenbers of Local
686, we are honored and hunbled to
receive this recognition by Cty
Council. Thank you, Council man
Driscoll, for introducing the
resol uti on and honoring the natural

gas utility workers. And we
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encourage all menbers of Gty
Council to please vote yes on this
resol ution.

Local 686 nenbers
i ncl ude our field operations
enpl oyees working in the streets of
Phi | adel phi a, our gas-processing
menbers who refine and deliver the
product and our arny of custoner
call center representatives that
professionally and efficiently
field nearly 1 mllion service
calls every year.

Addi tionally, our union
of fice workers help with
di stributing over $80 million in
soci al service support to
Phi | adel phi ans who need assi st ance.
Qur field operations enpl oyees
proudly built, maintained and
restored 6000 mles of natural gas
infrastructure, infrastructure that

runs our city, heats our hones and
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busi nesses and cooks our food, all
whi | e keepi ng Phil adel phi an safe.

Local 686 has been
provi ding these services since our
Local's founding in 1937. W are
proud that our partnership with PGW
Local 686 secured economc
stability for generations of
famlies in Philadel phia,
t hr oughout good- payi ng uni on j obs.
We | ook forward to serving our
custonmers and the Cty of
Phi | adel phia for years to cone.
Thank you agai n.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
John Busby, Tess Fieler, Kate
Esposito. May Barbara CGurl ey,
Julian Rios and M chael Caine al so
make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MR. BUSBY: Hell o,
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everyone. M nane is John Busby.
[''ma nenber of POAER Interfaith,
and | want to address Bill No.
250221. Arch Street United
Met hodi st Church is in District 1,
Mark Squilla's District. And we
would like to invite himto a town
hall later in the spring. W want
to partner with him

| also work at Arch
Street United Methodist Church as a
sexton. | deal wth honel ess our
popul ati on every day signing people
in, and | feel a deep appreciation
for their struggl es because |
nysel f was honel ess nine years ago
so | know what it's like. |[I've
been there. So that gives ne a
uni que opportunity to help this
popul ati on.

" m al so concerned with
our unhoused peopl e popul ation

because honel essness i s increasing
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in the last couple of years and we
see nmany, nany nore guests every
day. W register theminto the
system So | knowit's a problem
and | really am concerned for the
honel ess popul ati on because we're
living in a city where affordable
housi ng i s goi ng through the roof,
inacity that is the nost poorest.
So please -- it is time to act now.

| would also like to
invite every Council menber to cone
over Monday through Thursday in the
norning to see what we're doing
over there. It's inportant work.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. FEILER H. MW
nane is Tess Feiler speaking in
support of Bill 250221. I'malso a
menber of POAER Interfaith,
representing Arch Street United
Met hodi st Church which is in
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Counci | menber Squilla's District.

Arch Street's a
nonprofit. The center is a drop-in
center providing daytinme services
to our unhoused, unsheltered
nei ghbors. |'msure you all see
the Iine outside of the building,
either walking by it to or from
Cty Hall. You can literally | ook
out that w ndow right now and see
the line comng in for our |unch
hour .

As a Director of
Congregational and Conmunity
Devel opnent, |'mresponsible for
advocating on behalf of ny
congregation and the unhoused fol ks
that | provide case nmanagenent for
every day. W mght all know
sonmeone who i s unhoused. Maybe we
wer e unhoused or got close to it or
had we not had famly or friends to

stay with, we also woul d have been.
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I"mactually closer to honel essness
than to owning ny own hone and |
earn a full-tinme salary.

| applaud our City
Counci | renbers advocating for
rental assistance and application
fee limts and | ooking into AMs.
I'"'malso incredibly afraid. Since
t he Kensi ngton encanpnent sweeps,
we have seen 1000, 1000 new
participants. | conplete their
housi ng assessnents. | help them
conpl ete applications to restore
their lost or stolen IDs. | sit on
the phone with themfor 40 m nutes
their entire session waiting on
hold with the County Assistance
Ofice. And |I'm here because |
need you to reduce and renove
barriers to all ow our unhoused and
unshel tered nei ghbors to not fal
t hrough the cracks, because housi ng

justice is not justice if it isn't
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justice for everyone.

W recently shared sone
solutions at Council President
Johnson's roundtabl e, and we've
invited himto cone and take a
norning to talk to people and hear
their actual stories. And in
concl usion, we al so want to partner
wi th you, Council nmenber Squilla, to
try and sol ve these probl ens.

We'll be hosting a town hall in the
District in the spring, and we hope
you'll join us to begin this
partnership. And | also invite any
of you to spend a norning with us
and hear directly fromyour own
house constituents who can't get in
to testify because their | Ds have
been stolen or thrown out amd
streetsweeps. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. ESPOSI TO  Good

norning -- good afternoon. My nane
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is Kate Esposito. | am a nenber of
PONER I nterfaith. | represent the
Phi | adel phia Ethical Society, which
is in Council President Kenyatta
Johnson's District. | amdeeply
concerned about the rising rent
costs, property taxes and increased
di spl acenent in our city.

| ve had conversations
wi th several people in ny
congregati on and nei ghbor hood who
are al so concerned and sone of them
have experienced honel essness or
near honel essness. So | wanted to
t hank Counci | menber Landau for this
resol ution, 250221, condeming the
def undi ng of HUD which will have a
devastating effect on the Cty's
poor and working famlies who are
i n desperate need of housing.

It is why the Gty has
to step up and do everything

possi ble to solve this housing
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crisis. In conclusion, we want to
partner with Council President
Johnson to try and sol ve these
problenms. W will be hosting a
town hall in his District in the
spring at the Salt & Light Church.
We hope he'll be joining us to
continue this partnership. O
course, the rest of Council is also
wel cone. Thank you very nuch for
your tine.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Barbara Gurley and Julian Ri os,
M chael Caine. My Nicole
Bartlett, Darren Bartlett, Reverend
St ephani e Evans and Margie Wtts
al so make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MS. GURLEY: H. W
name is Barbara Gurley and |'ma

nmenmber of PONAER | nterface
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representing A d First United
Church of Christ, which is in
Councilman Squilla's District. |I'm
deeply concerned about the rising
rent costs, property taxes and
i ncreased di splacenent in our city.

|*ve had conversations
with people in ny congregation and
nei ghbor hood and they're concerned
too. | lived in ny apartnent
bui l di ng for alnost 36 years. M
bui |l ding was | ocated in West
Philly. It was old and had a | ot
of issues and | could not afford to
nove. | was hoping to eventually
nove into senior housing. |'m
retired fromthe Gty of
Phi | adel phia Library system and I
get a pension and Social Security.
I live check-to-check and have
al nost no savi ngs.

May 5, 2024 ny apart nent
bui | di ng caught fire. M/ brother
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was living with nme until he got
senior housing. | stayed in the
Red Cross for three days and ny
brother went to stay with his
friend. M building was condenmmed.
The property owner gave ne back
May's rent plus utilities. The
or gani zati on where | vol unteer
rented a townhouse on a coll ege
canpus. | could stay until August
1st, until the students returned.
The rent at the
t owmnhouse was low and | was able to
save noney to get an apartnent. M
i ncome is too high for senior
housi ng. There's at |least a
two-year waiting list. Apartnents
for rent are online, and |I don't
have the conputer skills to fil
that out so | had held filling out
t he applications, including
scanning ny signature. The only

apartnment was available to rent by
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August 1st was a studio in
Germantown. It was the only
apartnent | could afford in that
bui | di ng. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Buenos di as, Good
nor ni ng, Counci |l nenbers. MW nane
Is Julian Rios. | amthe Bilingual
Col I ective I npact Coordi nator at
Cei ba, a coalition building
organi zation in Phil adel phia's
Lati no community, and the backbone
to the Latino Equitable Devel opnent
Col | ecti ve.

We applaud Gty Council
for considering Resolution 250221
calling attention to and seeking to
stop the devastating cuts to
staffing and funding at HUD. These
cuts wll worsen Philadel phia's
af f ordabl e housing crisis and

di sproportionately harm vul nerabl e
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communi ti es.

W want to take
advantage of this opportunity to
al so applaud Cty Council for
wor ki ng with the Mayor on the
Housi ng Opportunities Made Easy
Initiative. The cuts in HUD
staffing and funding highlight the
I nportance of putting together a
strong hone initiative.

We al so urge you to keep
enhanci ng Phil adel phia's capacity
to produce affordabl e housing by
reform ng the Philadel phia Land
Bank and by supporting our
comuni ty devel opnent corporations.
CDC i s our community-based agents
of change that address the
chal | enges of affordable housing in
many ways, not just through brick-
and-nortar work. Michos gracias
for the opportunity to speak with

you today and for keeping the dream
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of affordable housing alive for
many peopl e i n Phil adel phi a.

(Appl ause.)

MR. CAINE: Good
afternoon. M nane is M chael
Caine. | amalso fromPOMNER [|'m
actually the Board Co-chair of
POVNER, the largest interfaith
organi zing effort in Pennsylvani a
and I"'mthe pastor at Ad First
Ref ormed United Church of Christ.

In 1986, the Mayor asked

congregations to open their doors
to honel ess fol ks because the Gty
didn't have enough beds. W were
the first congregation to do it.
W did it all the way through until
two years ago when we started
building A d First House, pernmanent
supportive housing for chronically
honel ess peopl e.

W' re about ready to

wel cone the first residents in.
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W' ve done that with the help of
Council man Squilla, funding from
the Gty and the federal
governnent. W're very, very
t hankful for that. But we know
that 34 apartnents isn't going to
make the kind of difference we need
inthis city with our honel ess
f ol ks.

| deci ded because of our
af f or dabl e housi ng canpai gn of
PONER that | was going to begin
speaki ng to the honel ess people
that we serve each week about the
i ssues in their housing, and the
stories are all over the place with
all kinds of difficulties.

The one | want to tel
you today is just to give you a
flavor of what it's like on the
street. So there's a worman naned
St ephani e that has been conming to

us for years, was honel ess for
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years, finally got a house. |It's
government funding for a private
apartnent, but the building wasn't
in very good shape.

Last week there was a
fire there. Stephanie can't go
back, kind of l|ike nmy parishioner
Barbara's story. There was a fire
there, in part because the
bui | di ng's not kept very well and
the doors don't |ock, and so people
al so | ooking for hone cone in.

Now, the City's cone in
and realize there's all kinds of
funding -- all kinds of issues with
the building so it can't open.
Stephanie is a transwoman who
doesn't find herself safe in
shelters and she's now back on the
Streets. W' re going to be having
a neeting wth Councilmn Squilla
and we hope to keep working with

our Councilman and all the Council
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to solve this problem Thank you
(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Nicole Bartlett, Darren Bartlett,
Reverend Stephani e Evans, Margie
Wtts. And may Zha Dadson, Bianca
Sol ari and El ai ne Gonzal ez Johnson
al so make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

REVEREND EVANS
Reverend Stephani e Evans.

M5. WTTS: M nane is
Margie Wtts.

REVEREND EVANS: And
we're here on behalf to speak and
honor Nicole Bartlett, who we've
known since she was a child and
grew up in the nei ghborhood, and
has exceeded beyond our wi | dest
dreans all her achi evenents.

Ni col e and ny daughter

grew up together, Dr. Ayeesha
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Adol phus and Ni col e have really
conme -- in Philadel phia, been an
asset and been valuable to the city
and the inprovenent of the city.

Ni col e served as a beacon of hope
for grieving famlies in the

Ni cet own, Logan, Gernantown,

Hunti ngt on Park areas and beyond.

Ni col e assists famlies
beyond honegoi ng services. Her
mnistry has allowed famlies to
grieve with grace. That is a
genui ne social responsibility and
accountability. She's building
generational wealth in the
communi ty and a | egacy for her own
chil dren.

She's creating a piece
of Wall Street right here in the
4400 bl ock of North Gernmantown
Avenue -- Councilwoman G ndy Bass,
pay attention. She's a wife,

not her, sister, beautiful daughter,
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a conpassi onate visionary and a
savvy business woman, comunity
l'iaison for the betternent of
famly, friends and community.
She' s exanpl e of the Phil adel phia
sisterly brotherly Iove -- sisterly
affection and brotherly |love. And
she is a wonan hi story-maker here
in Philadel phia in March of 2025.
"mjust going to | eave
you with a scripture partially of
Proverbs 31 Worman. |'m not goi ng
to read the whole thing, but this
Is so Nicole: She brings her food
fromafar. She also arises while
It is yet night, and she provides
food for her household and a
portion for her maid service. She
considers a field and buys it; from
her profit she plants a vineyard.
She girds herself with
strength and strengthen her arns.

She perceives that her nmerchant is
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good and her |anp does not go out
at night. She stretches out her
hands to the distaff, and her hands
hol d the spindle. She extends her
hands to the poor. Yes, she
reaches out for the hands of the
needy. She is not afraid of snow
for our household, for all her
household is clothed wth scarlet.
She nmakes tapestry for herself.

Her clothing is fine
| inen and purple. Her husband is
known in the gates. She nekes
linen and garnents and she sells
them She shall rejoice in the
time to cone. She opens her nouth
with wisdom and on her tone is the
| aw of ki ndness.

She wat ches over her
ways of her househol d and does not
eat the bread of idleness. Her
children rise up and call her

bl essed, her husband al so and
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prai ses her. Mny daughters have
done well but she excels them all
Charmis deceitful and beauty is

passi ng.

But a woman who fears
the Lord, she shall be praised.

G ve her of her fruit of her hands
and | et her owmn works praise her in
the gates and in the city of

Phi | adel phi a.

M5. WTTS: Anen.

(Appl ause.)

M5. DADSON:  CGood
nor ni ng, everyone. M nane is Zha
Dadson, but many know nme as Coach
Zha. |1'ma nother of two, a N ke
trainer, certified Pilates
instructor and |ifelong advocate of
wel | ness. Movenent has been at ny
heart. Movenent has been at the
heart of ny journey, not just as a
passi on but as a neans of

enpower nent, heal ing and community.
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St andi ng here today
receiving this resolution fromthe
city that raised nme is a full-
circle nonent. | was born and
rai sed in West Phil adel phia where
nmy journey and novenent began at 8
years old at Point Breeze
Perform ng Arts Dance Center.

Dance led ne to the Creative and
Perform ng Arts Hi gh School .

And fromthere, | went
to Spel man Col | ege where | studied
Conparative Wonen' s Studi es, an
experi ence that deepened ny
under st andi ng of representation in
t he spaces where we deserve to take
up. For a long tine, | believe
success neant leaving. | pursued a
career in creative production,
wor king in brands |ike N ke,
Qgi l vy, Kamp Gizzly and
Vst br ook.

And while living in New
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York City, | trained for the New
York City Marathon, a journey that
led me to start run clubs in
Br ookl yn and Oregon, creating space
for those often overlooked in
fitness. But despite all of that,
it wasn't until | returned to
Phi | adel phi a, becane a nother and
truly stepped into ny calling that
| realized what fulfill ment
actual |y neant.

Thr ough Coach Zha
Pilates Cub and Wellness Crawl, ny
m ssi on has been to disrupt the
norns of well ness, ensuring that
Bl ack wonen and nen feel seen,
supported and |imtless. Wether
in a Pilates studio, a solid core
class, a wellness retreat in Ghana,
West Africa or a cityw de event, ny
goal is the sane, to build
comuni ty, access and enpower nent

t hrough novenent.
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Toni Morrison once said,
Your real job is that if you are
free, you need to free sonebody
else. |If you have sone power, then
your job is to enpower sonebody
else. That is the heart of ny
work, to create space where it
didn't exist, tolift as | clinb
and to nmake sure that wellness is
not just a privilege but a right.

I wouldn't be here today w thout
t he peopl e who have shaped ne.

To ny nother who is here
with nme today, thank you for
showi ng nme resilience and for
al ways believing in ne. To ny
children, you are ny greatest
notivation, ny reason for pushing
forward and for ny daily rem nder
of what that truly neans. And to
Phi | adel phia, thank you for giving
me the anbition and the dreamto

t he foundation to make those dreans
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areality. The Cty has given ne
t he best chapters of ny life and
"' m honored to give back to it.

And to anyone who has
ever felt |ike success was out of
reach, |ike the space you deserve
didn't exist, let this be your
rem nder that you don't have to
wait for permssion. Create it,
claimit, you belong here. To
t hose pushing for change in their
own way, keep going, your work
matters. Thank you to Quetcy
Lozada and the City of Phil adel phi a
for this honor. Thank, y'all.

(Appl ause.)

M5. SOLARI: Good
nor ni ng, everyone. Thank you so
much for having ne. Council woman
Lozada, |'mtruly grateful and
honored to have the opportunity to
share about ny journey and the work

we're doing at Philly Grls Wo
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val k.

My nanme i s Bi anca
Solari, and |I've been living in
Phi | adel phia for the past nine
years. Wien | first noved to this
city, | was passionate about
participating in group fitness
cl asses as a way to not only stay
heal thy but to neet new people who
have since turned into |ifelong
friends.

Despite ny |ove for
fitness, | still struggled with
unheal thy habits and battled with
my nmental health. [In Novenber of
2021, | made the decision to
enbrace sobriety. This wasn't | ust
a shift inny lifestyle, it was a
conpl ete transformation that
allowed for a newlife and led to
creating Philly Grls Wio Wlk in
May of 2022.

What started as an i dea
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for a healthy, free activity for ne
and ny friends has bl ossoned into
sonet hi ng nuch nore. \Wat began
with a few wal ks around the city
has turned into a thriving
comunity. And since then, we've
expanded i nto book clubs, soci al
events and nore.

We al so partner with
| ocal gyns and businesses to offer
opportunities for our nenbers to
try new activities and expl ore ways
to enhance their physical and
mental health. W' re nore than
just a wal king group. Philly Grls
Who Wal k has becone a space where
wonen can support each other and
i nspire each other to live their
nost authentic |ives.

The connections we nake
al ong the way are inval uable, and
they remind ne every day that we

are all in this together. Wile |
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run this group alone, | am nothing
wi t hout the support of ny friends
and t he busi nesses and the people
who believe in our m ssion,
especi al ly Counci |l woman Lozada,
t hank you so nmuch. And together,
we are creating a healthier, nore
connected Phil adel phia one step at
a time. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
El ai ne Gonzal ez. My David
Al exander Jenkins, Hal ey Ann
Schiller, Adam Mazei ka, Jared
Mar xuach and Matt Carrieri al so
make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

MS. GONZALEZ JOHNSON
Good norning, everyone. M nane is
El ai ne Gonzal ez Johnson, and |'m
here to discuss the resolution

proposed by the amazi ng
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Counci | woman Quetcy Lozada,
honoring and recogni zi ng wonen in
the city of Phil adel phia who are
| eading inpacting initiatives in
heal t h, well ness and fitness.

As we cel ebrate Wnen's
Hi story Month, | want to rem nd you
of one of the nost powerful things
we can do as wonen, prioritize our
wel I ness. This is why | created
Latinas in Mtion, a community
where wonen of color, specifically
Latinas, could prioritize wellness,
supporting each other in health and
si st er hood.

This is why | al so
| aunched the Crown and G ace
Wnen's Mnistry at Response to
Grace Church to give wonen a space
to nourish their faith, build
community and grow spiritually.
This is also why I'mthe host of
t he Mogul Mam Podcast, where |
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share tips and tools about

achi eving whole |Iife success and
creati ng harnony.

Wth every single thing
that | do and being exactly who |
am | amoften told that | do too
much. But |'mhere to rem nd every
woman in this room keep taking up
space. W are created with so nmuch
pur pose. W have talent, skills,
gifts and God-gi ven anoi nti ng.

It's our responsibility to use
every single thing God has given
us.

And here is what | know
for sure, wellness isn't just
physical. [It's about finding
bal ance in every single season of
our lives. This nonth let's honor
t he wonen who have cane before us
by taking care of ourselves,
standing in our power and rem ndi ng

each other that we are worthy of
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health, we are worthy of joy and we
are worthy of peace. Because when
we thrive as wonen, our famlies
thrive, our comunities thrive, and
we truly change the worl d.

(Appl ause.)

MR, JENKINS: Thank you,
Madam Chair. David Al exander
Jenkins. | arrive in favor of the
resol ution introduced by
Counci | renber Landau, condemni ng
our dear |eader for reprehensible
actions concerni ng housi ng and
ur ban devel opnent.

Phi | adel phia, we are
under attack. A war on our
communi ti es has begun sl ashing
funding for the U S. Departnent of
Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent, an
institution borne out of the weary
years and silent tears of all of
us, which was created to ensure

every Anmerican has a safe and
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af f or dabl e housi ng.

W decl are and defend
that we in Phil adel phia are not
confortabl e | eavi ng worki ng
famlies, seniors and nost
vul nerabl e people out in the cold
and that we are a city where
Housi ng Aut hority provides 12,850
publ i c housing units and where an
additional 22,600 famlies receive
housi ng vouchers, a city where
appr oxi mat el y 800, 000 nei ghbors
reside in housing owed and
supported by the PHA, a city that
still has a popul ation of 5000
unhoused residents.

We decl are again and
again and again fromthis very
chanber that with a resoundi ng
voi ce that housing, M. Trunmp, is
not a privilege. It is a right.
It was Lyndon B. Johnson who

founded HUD as a part of his great
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society, a vision for Anmerica where
econom ¢ and radi cal inclusion
recogni zed a historically and
systematically marginalized nation.

Sonme 60-short years on
we are fed a pervasive lie, one
t hat dishonors the dignity of the
mar gi nal i zed one who, for nany of
us, whose ancestors were stol en,
beat en, enslaved or runni ng away
fromtyranny, built this very
nation a lie bound to the idea that
In sonme way, shape or form we are
made better by this root
m sl abel ed, m srepresented as
efficiency.

No, make no m st ake,
this is not efficiency. This is a
cal cul ated act of cruelty, one that
wi |l gut our communities, displace
our famlies, and escal ate the
housing crisis already gripping our

city to |l evels unprecedented. No,
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no, no, this is not efficiency

unl ess you a spell efficiency,
e-v-i-c-t-i-0-n, because this is an
evi ction by design.

It is not lost on ne nor
should it be lost on you that we
wake up in a city in Anerica
prom sed forged the city upon a
hill, a beacon of justice, equality
of opportunity, a city that is no
stranger to the resistance, that
the city not stand idly by the tine
where our rights and the people
that we represent have rights which
are stripped away.

So | appl aud Counci |l man
Landau and | stand ten toes down
with her as she calls upon every
Phi | adel phi an, every advocat e,
every worker, every neighbor to
rise up with arnms arm ng thensel ves
for the fortitude necessary to face

this war, rejecting the policies
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that defy of, by and for the

peopl e.
(Appl ause.)
MR. SCHI LLER: Hell o.
My nane is Hal cyone Schiller. [|I'm

here to speak in support of the
resolution for the PVA or the
Phi | adel phia Museum of Art. |'d
i ke to thank Council menber Thomas
for bringing that resolution here
today at the nuseum

| work as a conservation
technician for gallery maintenance,
but | also serve as President of
Local 397 which is the union that
represents cultural workers in
Phi | adel phia. Some of you in Cty
Council m ght recognize nme fromthe
productive conversations we had
| ast spring regarding the nuseumns
resi stance to applying the
| ongevity pay that we fought hard

and won in our first contract, a
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contract that we had to strike for
three weeks to wn.

Unfortunately, |ongevity
pay was just our nost visible
battle. Over the life of our first
contract, we have had 49 grievances
and several unfair |abor practices
filed, 27 of which have had a
financial conponent. The nuseum
has actively and conti nuously
engaged in anti-union techni ques,
frequently acting as though we do
not have a union or a contract at
al | .

Wth nme today | have
four of ny fell ow enpl oyees and
proud uni on nmenbers. You will hear
fromthem about how nuch of a
servi ce the Phil adel phia Miseum of
Art provides to the comunity and
how uni on nenbers are the ones
maki ng that happen. You will also

hear about how working at the
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museum i s not sustainable for
people attenpting to |live and
participate in the comunity of
Phi | adel phi a.

The City currently
provi des anple funding to the
museum The PMA pays a single
dollar in rent every year.

Cultural institutions are nore in
need of support than ever and civic
funding is greatly felt and
appreci at ed, but supporting the
arts neans supporting the workers
who make the arts function.

As we enter negotiations
for our second contract, we ask
Cty Council to question the use of
resources at the nuseum The uni on
woul d | ove to have nore peacefu
negotiations than we did last tine,
but the nuseumi s actions thus far
have given us little confidence in

that being a reality. Thank you.
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(Appl ause.)

MR MAZEI KA: Hello. M
name i s Adam Mazeika. |'ma proud
uni on nmenber and the recording
secretary of Local 397. |'mhere
to speak in support of the
resol ution put forth by
Counci | menber Thomas. Thank you,
Counci | and Counci | menber Thomas
for supporting workers and our
uni on.

| work at the PMA as a
visitor services assistant, VSA
for short. This position is the
nost front-facing at the nmuseum
We are the first staff nenbers that
visitors interact with when they
enter the nmuseum and we play an
essential role in the day-to-day
oper ati ons.

Daily VSAs interact with
anywhere from dozens to hundreds of

visitors. Yearly the nuseum
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attracts an average of 800, 000
visitors, including school groups,
tourists fromaround the world,
Phi | adel phia residents, worl d-
famous cel ebrities, athletes, Mke
a Wsh famlies, nmuseumfor al
cardhol ders and the Philly Fanatic.
Yet the stewards of this
institution do not feel that they
need to offer their staff, the very
people that represent the face of
the PMA, basic respect or
sust ai nabl e wages.

| was hired in the fall
of 2021 as a VSA at $11.50 an hour.
It took a historic three-week
strike to raise the m ni num pay
rate at the PVMA to 16.75 an hour.
A starting yearly salary for VSAis
$30, 485, 27% | ower than budget
cl ass nedi an as conpared to ot her
institutions of simlar size and

| ocati on.
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These are poverty wages
paid to staff at one of the nost
prestigi ous nuseuns in the country.
| wat ched the departnent al nost
conpletely turn over with new staff
nore times than | can count as ny
col | eagues | eave for higher-pay
positions, often outside of the
PMA.  This constant turnover
directly inpacts the visitor
experi ence.

Managenent cannot retain
passi onate staff and institutional
know edge is lost. | love ny job
and | care about our visitors. |
can't afford to make a career at
t he PMA

(Appl ause.)

MR MARXUACH: Hell o.

My nane is Jared Marxuach, and |'m
an audi o visual technician at the
Phi | adel phia Museum of Art. A

| arge part of why this position was
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attractive to nme was the fact that
it is aunion job. | noved to
Phi | adel phia with ny wife in 2023
from Texas where unions are
constantly weakened by the state
governnent. And | have becone
enanored with the city of
Phil adel phia in all of its facets,
partly because union | abor and
wor ki ng people thrive here and are
actually represented by their city
gover nnent .

Si nce working at the
PMA, | have becone extrenely proud
of the work that | do. M job
i ncl udes installing audio visual
artwork for the people of this city
to enjoy as well as setting up and
operating sound lighting and
projection systens for public
prograns such as our Pay Wat You
Wsh Fam |y Festivals that serve

t housands of children in this city
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every year, Friday Night Lounge and
our recent Wwinen's History Mnth
cel ebration and countl ess ot her
events that have great cultura
value to the city and its

resi dents.

|"'mso proud to be able
to help provide this cultural val ue
to the city and I would love to
nmake a | ong-term career out of
doing this. But at the nonent,
this | ooks Iike an unsustai nable
option because of com cally-Iow
wages, inconveni ent and expensive
benefit options, |ack of career
trajectory and near-constant
hostility for managenent toward the
union and its nenbers.

For this reason, | cal
on City Council to support
Counci | mrenber Thomas' resol ution.
Thank you, Council nenber Thomas,

for your support and thank you to
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the Council for your tine.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Matt Carrieri, John MM Ilan. My
Lynn Landes and David Wi sberg al so
make their way to the podi um

(Wt nesses approached
podi um )

MR CARRIERI: M nane
is Matthew Carrieri, and |I'm here
to speak on the support of the PMA
resolution. | work at the
Phi | adel phia Museum of Art in the
Conservation Departnent and |'m a
menber of AFSCME Local 397. 1've
been at the Museum since 2017 and
have |ived in Philadel phia since
2012.

My team at the
Phi | adel phi a Museum of Art is a
pat chwork of five part-tine
enpl oyees. At least two to three

nmenbers of our team are worKking
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Monday t hrough Friday because there
is enough work to warrant it.
Instead of hiring us as full-tine
enpl oyees, the nmuseumis choosing
to keep us part-tinme barring us
from nedi cal benefits and forcing
several of us to take on other
j obs. Because there are no health
care options for ne at the nuseum
| get ny health care through
Pennsyl vania State System Pennie.
As weal thy of an
institution as the PMA is, there's
no reason it shouldn't be providing
nore full-time, stable enploynent
as well as health care benefits for
its enployees. [|I'mcalling on
Counci | menbers to hold the PNVA
Board of Trustees and the
adm ni stration responsible for
their financial decisions. Thank
you, Council nenber Thonas, for

inviting us to speak.
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(Appl ause.)

MR. McM LLAN: Hell o,
Cty Council. And thank you,
Counci | man Thomas, for introducing
the resol ution on our behal f today.
My name is John McM Il an and | work
in the Events Departnent at the
PVMA, and |'malso a steward in the
museum s uni on.

If you've ever been to a
concert on a Friday night, | find
the nusical talent for that event.
It's an inportant event for many
up- and-com ng Phil adel phia artists,
and |'mvery proud of the diverse
talent that we invite to performin
one of the nost beautiful public
spaces i n Phil adel phi a.

|"ve been with the
museum for nearly 12 years. And
unfortunately, the relationship
bet ween staff and nmanagenent has

never been so hostile. Qur
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managenent has taken an adversari al
approach to its workforce, breaking
Its contract with the union daily.
| started ny career at the museum
in the Visitor Services Departnent.
My coll eagues in Visitor Services
are the poorest paid and poorest
treated people at the nuseum

Over the last six
nont hs, their managers have started
denying staff their earned paid
time off. It's hard enough to nmake
ends neet and this denial of pay is
negatively inpacting enpl oyees
financially and enotionally.

These denials are in
vi ol ation of our collective
bar gai ni ng agreenent and wll | ead
to | abor arbitration and thousands
of dollars in legal fees for the
museum This is not a prudent use
of the nmuseum s Iimted resources.

We ask that the Council pass
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Counci | man Thomas' resol uti on.
Thank you for your tine.

(Appl ause.)

M5. LANDES: Good
afternoon. |'mLynn Landes of
Smal | streetsphilly.org. Regarding
Resol uti on 250221, where once again
City Council is condemi ng
President Trunp. This tinme it's
regarding the U S. Departnent of
Housi ng and Ur ban Devel opnent.

City Council would do
well to focus nore of its attention
on our own shortcom ngs,
specifically on our own Depart nent
of Licenses and I nspections and the
devast ati on brought down on many of
our nei ghbor hoods because either
the regul ations or the inspectors
or both are inadequate to the job
of ensuring that buildings are in
good repair in Philadel phia.

Too many buil di ngs, sone
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of which are historically
i mportant, are deliberately allowed
to deteriorate beyond the point of
sal vation, as described in a recent
Phi | adel phia Inquirer series
Crunmbling Gty. At the heart of
the problemis a culture of
conpl acency, the Phil adel phia
shrug, if you wll, as well as sone
real engineering chall enges when it
cones to problens such as the
conpl ete renoval and a repl acenent
of a rowhone and its possible
adverse inpact on adjoining
properties. The good news is that
these are all solvable problens if
we seriously focus on them and give
them our best efforts. Thank you.
CH EF CLERK: W have
Davi d Wei sberg. May Ogbonna
Hagi ns, Wanda Wl ker and Maddy
Booth al so make their way to the

podi um

Page 151

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 20/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

3/ 20/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MR. WEI SBERG  Good
aft ernoon, Council President
Johnson, nenbers of Gty Council.
My nane is David Wisberg. | use
he/ hi m pronouns. And |'mproud to
serve as the Executive Devel opnent
Communi cations O ficer for Mazzoni
Center, Phil adel phia's |argest
conpr ehensi ve health and wel | ness
center serving our LGBTQ community.

Wen | |earned earlier
this week of the opportunity to
cone to City Council to provide
support for a declaration of this
week as National LGBTQ+ Health
Awar eness Week in the Gty of
Phi |l adel phia, it felt |like an
i nportant but rote exercise.

For the past 23 years,
this week in March has been a tine

to recogni ze our beautiful and
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di verse LABTQ conmunity and its
uni que health needs, fromHV to
endocrine di sorder to other

preval ent vulnerabilities. Wile
we' ve made great strides in these
areas often through a partnership
between the City and Mazzon
Center, we've not yet net our goals
and there's nmuch nore work to be
done.

The sense that this was
any kind of a rote exercise,
however, changed dramatically over
t he past coupl e days when news
began to surface of the
Presidential adm nistration's plans
to potentially and perhaps very
qui ckly shuttered the CDC D vision
of H'V Prevention, underm ning
decades of progress in our efforts
to eradicate H V.

We shoul d all understand

this is not nerely an attenpt to
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deny vital healthcare to the LGBTQ
community. |It's an orchestrated
canpaign by this admnistration to
deny the existence of LGBTQ people
what soever. In this context, the
declaration of this week is
Nat i onal LGBTQ Heal t h Awar eness
Week in Philadelphia is not only a
synbolic gesture, but an act of
determ nati on and defiance that our
city wll not step back inits
efforts to provide the
conpassi onate and affirnmative care
that our LGBTQ conmunity needs and
deserves. Indeed it wll require
i ncreased efforts and participation
on our behal f.

And so, | urge nenbers
of Gty Council not only to make
t hi s val uabl e decl arati on about
this week of awareness, but even
nore inportantly to commt

your sel ves to increasing our
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partnership to care for sone of the
nost margi nal i zed nenbers of our
community. Qur goal advanced in
this proposal, which I wll
circulate to Council, for increased
participation between the Cty and
Mazzoni Center should be to
eradi cate H V in Phil adel phia and
not as the admnistration in
Washi ngton w shes to ignore and
erase the existence of a beautiful
LGBTQ community that is a vital
part of our vibrant city. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. HAG NS: QOgbonna
Hagi ns, unseated council president
and fourth generation chattel
sl avery survivor. | stand before
you today not to speak agai nst
Donal d Trunp. That's not ny focus.
My focus is on the Anerican

Freednen, the very people this body
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continues to ignore.

You found the tinme and
the energy and the urgency to wite
this resolution condeming the
Donal d Trunp admi nistration. You
put your heads together, drafted
| anguage and stood firmto say this
is wong. But where is the sane
passi on when it cones to the
Anmeri can Freednen, the progeny of
t he emanci pated, the cotton
pi ckers, ones that hung fromtrees?

VWhere is that sane

urgency? | submtted the redlining
repair bill to this Council over a
year ago --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: M. Hagins, M. Ogbonna
Hagi ns?

MR. HAG NS: Yeah.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Can you al so tal k about

t he condemni ng of Trunp, which is
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germane to the resol ution ahead of
you, Ssir.

MR. HAG NS: Jernmai ne or
Tito, whatever, |'m staying exactly
to this bill and this is not ny
time being taken away, brother, you
know. You don't know what |'m
going to continue wth.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Proceed, sir. Proceed,
sir.

MR. HAG NS: You know,
you know what's up.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Proceed, sir.

MR, HAG NS: Anerican
Freednen deserve the sane priority
you gave this resolution. Were is
the outrage for the billions of
| ost wealth, the famlies robbed of
generational stability and the
econom ¢ despair that's |eft

Freednen communiti es vul nerable for
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crinme and viol ence?

You say you want to
reduce crinme, yet you ignore one of
t he root causes of crime, economc
deprivation. [It's very possible
that if Freednen hone deval uation
had not been deliberately deval ued,
right, maybe the drill killers
woul dn' t have been happeni ng.
Maybe the crinme and viol ence that
we see --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: M. Qgbonna Hagi ns, can
you speak on the title of the
resol uti on pl ease?

MR HAG@NS: | am
speaki ng on the resolution but you
keep interrupting ne, Counci
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The condemi ng of Trunp,
sir.

MR HAG NS: Council
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Presi dent, you're not being right,
brother. If | was a Jew sh person
standi ng up here, you wouldn't stop
me from speaki ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, sir. That's
enough.

Pl ease call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Wanda
Wal ker and Maddy Boot h.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Pl ease begin, M. Wl ker.

M5. WALKER:  Good
nor ni ng, good afternoon, beautiful
people. M nane is Wanda Wl ker.
And as always, |'mgoing to speak
about generational wealth. So |
woul d I'i ke to nmake a proposal or
resolution that seniors should not

have to pay property taxes. After
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30 years of paying property taxes,
they should get an abatenent. You
shoul d not have to be poor or
struggling to get a tax abatenent.
They' ve done their part and now we
have to find other ways to get
revenues.

| think from hearing
everyone speak today that there is
a housi ng hustle going on. From
2020 to 2024, 53,000 people left
Phi | adel phia. So where's the
urgency for 30,000 new units? W
have now di scovered that everything
our devel opers build are generally
not affordable for the average
Phi | adel phi a person.

Problemis we have | ow
wages and our nedian incone is only
35,000. We are the nunber one
poorest big city. So we need to
bui I d our workforce. That neans

educate our children in the trades
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and the technol ogy and then they
can get the jobs for the

devel opnent that the devel opers
want to do.

Ri ght now I chal |l enge
everybody to go to a devel opnent
site and find a Bl ack person
wor ki ng on that site or a young
person. It's a problem when they
claimthey're buil ding sonething
affordabl e that's not affordable
for us, and we don't see us on
those jobs. The jobs will make it
possi ble for us to be able to
afford what they're buil ding.

As it stands right now,
only outsiders can afford the
aver age house that's goi ng up.
Devel opnent starts at about 280 --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Ms. Wal ker, how are you
doi ng? And you know we wel cone

your conments. But the bill you're
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speaki ng on is tal ki ng about
condemming Trunp. |t has nothing
to do wth housing. And so, could
you keep it --

M5. WALKER: | hear
peopl e tal ki ng about condemi ng
Trunmp. And | would like to say
don't focus so nmuch on one person.
W don't know if he'll make it
t hrough the whole termor not. W
need to get ourselves together --

(Laughter.)

M5. WALKER: |'m j ust
telling the truth, you know ne. W
need to get ourselves together
because funds are being cut and we
need the funding. But when we do
get the funding, we have to make
sure we put it in the proper hands
and the proper pl aces.

And rehabbing is
one-third the price of devel oping

sonet hing fromthe ground up. It
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woul d al so supply jobs to the
smal |l er contracts. So |'mjust
trying to use a little bit of
common sense here. W need to get
our Kkids educated for the
devel opnment that Philadel phia is
trying to do. Thank you. You sure
you don't want ne to do anot her
five mnutes?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: No, that's it. Thank you
very much

M5. WALKER: Thank you.

M5. BOOTH:  Thank you,
Counci | President and nenbers of
Council. Good norning or -- |
don't knowif it's afternoon yet.
My nanme i s Maddy Booth, and I am
the proud CEO of Vetri Conmunity
Partnership, a |ocal nonprofit
founded by Chef Marc Vetri and
restaurateur Jeff Benjamn to

nouri sh m nds, bodi es and
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communities with nutrition
educati on through cooki ng.

I"'mthrilled and excited
t hat Counci | nrenber Thomas and
hopefully Council wll recognize
the need to mark March as Nati ona
Nutrition Month here in
Phil adel phia. 1'd like to take a
few mnutes to tal k about why
nutrition through cooking is
i nportant to build a healthier and
happi er Phi | adel phi a.

Now, | know at | east
sonme of you are thinking, here
conmes another lady to |lecture us
about eating our vegetabl es.

You're a little bit right about
that. Vetri Comrunity Partnerships
prograns offer a really unique
opportunity for kids and peopl e of
all ages to learn how to cook using
nutritious ingredients, accessible

t echni ques and delici ous recipes.
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Qur talented educators
put the tools, including knives,

I nto people's hands and offer
age-appropriate instruction in how
to cook nutritious, delicious

reci pes that help build a | ove of
cooki ng and eating food that tastes
good and nourishes your body. W
teach anyone, any age, any skill

| evel , any soci oeconom ¢ status how
to cook.

Cooking and nutrition go
hand-i n-hand. Research shows that
sel f-percei ved cooking skills,
believing you' re a good and capabl e
cook | eads to individuals making
nore nutritious choices for
thensel ves and their famlies.

This is particularly inportant in
Phi | adel phi a where data has shown
that kids eat fewer than one
servi ng of vegetabl es per day.

Diet-related health
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condi tions |ike hypertension and

di abetes al so i npact adults across
the city. Wile we can prevent and
manage di sease entirely through
cooking and nutrition, we can
certainly help people gain the
skills and the confidence to cook
and eat well.

Wth our food and
nutrition security partners and the
task force newy-forned by Cty
Council, we wll continue to work
to make Phil adel phia a healthier,
nore joyful place to live. On
behal f of our team-- hi team --
I"'mgrateful to be here for the
opportunity to talk to the esteened
nmenbers and nenbers of the public
about the inportance of nutrition
and cooki ng.

And if you haven't yet
joined us for a free cooking cl ass,

pl ease conme by. | do recognize
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sone faces. You have been in our
teaching kitchen. You can find
nore information at our website,
vetriconunity.org. And we | ook
forward to seeing you all in our
t eachi ng kitchen.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Y' all got any tofu?
kay.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further
nanmes for public comrent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch. W
wi Il now consider the bills and
resol utions of the Second Reading
and Fi nal Passage Cal endars.

WIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250221.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on condemi ng the Trunp

Adm nistration for its
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repr ehensi bl e actions to
drastically defund the U. S.

Depart nent of Housing and Urban
Devel opnent (HUD) which will have a
devastating --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Proceed, please.

CH EF CLERK: -- which
wi |l have a devastating effect on
the enforcenent of fair housing
| aws, danmage conmmunities and
escal ate the affordabl e housing
crisis.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Rue Landau for a
notion regardi ng Resol ution No.
250221.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

Page 168

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 20/ 2025

3/ 20/ 25 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250221 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of Bill No.
240427- AA.

CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance anendi ng Section 14- 305,
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled

“Nonconformties," by providing

further provisions on changes from
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nonconform ng uses, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Menber Young, do you want
to be acknow edged before | call up
the bill?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
(Nodded affirmatively).

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes the
gentl eman fromthe 5th Council manic
District, Council nmenber Jeffrey Jay
Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

| just wanted to provide
alittle bit of clarity on what
this bill does. There seens to be
sonme confusion. \Wat this bil
does is prevent bad actors from
returning to a use that they have
al ready abandoned, right. And

essentially when it cones to
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zoni ng, grandfather uses, you're
consi dered to abandon your
gr andf at her use once you change
your use.

And this particular
pi ece of legislation just clarifies
that by saying if you abandon a
gr andf at her use wi thout a zoning
permt, which you are legally
obligated to get a zoning permt
for whatever use change you have
unless it's a single famly, you're
obligated to get a zoning permt.
And what this |legislation does is
i f you change your use w t hout
getting a zoning permt, then you
cannot go -- you don't have the
benefit of going back to that
gr andf at her use by-right.

And so, that's what this
legi -- this legislation ains to
protect communities by allow ng

comuni ti es sone say when there is
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a change in use froma
grandf at hered use to a new use.
And so, |'ve been working wth ny
col | eagues on this | egislation,
worked with the Adm nistration on
this legislation, worked with
st akehol ders on this | egislation.

And when it cones to the
overal | arching of nonconformties,
the Adm nistration and the Pl anni ng
Conmm ssion specifically said that,
yes, we need to take a look at this
entire section of the Code. W
were waiting on sone changes. W
never received that. So we noved
forward with just working with the
st akehol ders that we've been
working with on the | egislation.

But I wanted to thank ny
col | eagues for their robust
conversations around this
| egi sl ation. W' ve again nade sone

changes to exenpt certain Districts
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fromcol |l eagues who felt that this
| egislation will inpact the
District differently. | respect
t hat whol eheartedly. But |'m going
to ask ny col | eagues today for a
yes vote on this |legislation as we
| ook to protect the public health,
safety and wel fare of sone of the
residents in the city.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill having been
read on two different days, the
guestion now is shall the bill
passe finally.

WIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease call the roll.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | renber Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenmber G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK
Counci | mrenber Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
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Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber O Nei l I.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL
Aye.

CH EF CLERK
Counci | menber Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Aye.
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CH EF CLERK
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  And,
Counci | President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Aye. The ayes are 15.
The nays are 2. Mjority of all
menbers having voted in the
affirmative the bill passes.

WIl the Cerk please
read the title of Bill No. 250066.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 11-200
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
" Openi ngs and Excavation in the

Streets,"” to inpose additiona
penalties on violators of

underground permtting
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requi renments, under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes

Counci | renber JimHarrity for a

nmot i on.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Sorry, Council President. | nake a
notion to amend the bill. |s that

what |' m doi ng?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Yes, you are.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  I'm
sorry. | was lost there for a --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You're anending Bill No.
250066. Has a copy of the
amendnent been circulated to al
menbers of Council ?

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Yes, Councilman. | have it in
front of ne now

Thank you, Counci
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President. | would |like to offer
an amendnment to Bill No. 250066. A
copy of the anendnent has been
circulated to all nmenbers of
Council and | nove for the adoption
of the amendnent.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
amendnent to Bill No. 250066 be
adopt ed.

Al in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
bill has been anmended. This bil
will be placed on the Final Passage

Cal endar for our next session of
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Counci | .

WIIl the derk please
read the title of Bill No. 250100.

CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in
the vicinity of 177 Markle Street,
Phi | adel phia, PA 19127, under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill having been
read on two different days, the
guestion now is shall the bill pass
finally.

WIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease call the roll.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | renber Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK
Counci | mrenber Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
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Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber O Nei l I.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL
Aye.

CH EF CLERK
Counci | menber Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Aye.
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CH EF CLERK
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  And,
Counci | President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Aye. The ayes are 16.
The nays are 0. A nmgjority of all
menbers having voted in the
affirmative the bill passes.

WIl the Cerk please
read the title of Bill No. 250 --
Council wll be at ease.

Counci | rember Thonmas,
woul d you like to be voted aye or
nay on the last bill?

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: |
vote aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Thank you. That's 17 to
O for Bill No. 250100.

WIl the derk please
read the title of Bill No. 250147.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance aut hori zi ng PHI LI PPI AN
BAPTI ST CHURCH or a subsequent
owner to install, own and nmi ntain
an encroachnment at 5801 North Broad
Street, Phil adel phia, PA 19141,
under certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill having been
read on two different days, the
guestion now is shall the bill pass
finally.

WIIl the Chief derk
pl ease call the roll.

CH EF CLERK
Counci | menber Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
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Counci | mrenber G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LMOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:

Counci | menber Young.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Aye.

CH EF CLERK
Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber O Nei l | .

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:

Counci | menber Squill a.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And,
Counci | President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Aye. The ayes are 17.
The nays are 0. Mjority of all
nmenbers having voted in the
affirmative the bill passes.

WIIl the derk please
read any additional resolutions on
today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
March as National Nutrition Month

in the Cty of Philadelphiato
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rai se awareness of the inportance
of nutrition education and healthy
eating habits, and to recogni ze the
contributions of Vetri Comrunity
Partnership in pronoting community
heal th well ness. Introduced by
Counci | menber Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Thomas for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol ution shoul d be adopted.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying

aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
March 2025 as "Creative and
Ni ghtti me Economies and Arts in
Education Month" in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Introduced by
Counci | mrenber Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Thomas for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

Thank you, Council President.
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| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution authori zing

the Conmittee on Legislative
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Oversight to hold hearings on the
status, conditions, operations and
econom c factors at the
Phi | adel phia Museum of Art to
ensure the future of this Cty
cornerstone as we prepare to
wel cone the world in 2026.

I ntroduced by Counci |l menber Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | man Thomas for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President.

| definitely want to
recogni ze Counci | mrenber Jones, the
Di strict Council person for the
museum and the great work that he
does as well as yourself, Council
President, who's on the Board of
the nuseum And as a collective
body, we're al ways concerned about

t he workers there.
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So with that energy and
with the support of ny coll eagues,
| nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A

privileged resolution honoring
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Victim Wtness Services of South
Phi | adel phia for 35 years of
dedi cated service to those affected
by vi ol ence in South Phil adel phi a
and across the Gty. Introduced by
Counci | nrenber Jones on behal f of
Counci |l President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes the
Chair of Public Safety,
Counci | menmber Curtis Jones, for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: On
your behalf, M. President, | nove
for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying

aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring the
life and | egacy of the honorable
Phyllis W Beck, retired judge of
t he Superior Court, who was a
treasured nenber of the
Phi | adel phia | egal community,
phi | ant hropi st, trail bl azer and
mentor. Introduced by
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes

Counci | mrenber Landau for a notion
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on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the next

resol uti on.
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CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution declaring
March 17th through the 21st, 2025
as National LGBTQ Health Awareness
Week in the Cty of Phil adel phia.
I ntroduced by Counci |l menber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Rue Landau for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zing wonen in the Cty of
Phi | adel phia who are | eadi ng
i mpactful initiatives in health,
wel | ness and fitness that enpower,
connect and uplift wonen. By
Counci | menber Lozada.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Lozada for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption

of the resol ution.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on shoul d be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
expressing gratitude to N cole
Bartlett for her work hel ping

grieving famlies cope with | oss

Page 197

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 20/ 2025

3/ 20/ 25 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

and nmentoring young wonen in
Phi | adel phi a and across the country
on the occasion of Wnen's History
Month. I ntroduced by Council menber
Br ooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Brooks for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
nmotion -- that the resolution is
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT

Page 198

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 20/ 2025

3/ 20/ 25 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WII the Chief Qderk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring the
dedi cat ed enpl oyees of the
Phi | adel phia Gas Works in
recognition of Natural Gas Utility
Workers' Day on March 18, 2025.

I nt roduced by Counci | menber
Driscol I .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Driscoll for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove for the adoption
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of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WII the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further
resolutions in nmy possession.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  That conpl etes our
Cal endar for today.

Are there any speeches
on behalf of the Mnority?

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Kendra Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you, Council President.

Today for Wnen's
History Month, | want to recognize
an out standi ng Bl ack woman busi ness
owner, Nicole M Bartlett with her
busi ness Nicole M Bartlett Funeral
Honme. She has succeeded in the
mal e- dom nated i ndustry and served
as a guiding light for countless
grieving famlies. She puts the
service at the center of her work,
of fering free workshops and
consul tations and nentoring young
wonen in the industry. She is a
gemin our comunity and in our

city, and I'mso glad to have a
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chance to honor her here today.

So thank you so nuch,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you. Y'all can
clap. It's okay.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber N ¢ O RourKke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, M. President.

There are a couple
things I wanted to kind of talk
about today, but | think a |lot of
it's been hit up during the public
comment. So let nme just direct our
friends and col | eagues that after
our session today, | invite you all
to join us for a very inportant
briefing on cooperative businesses.

Sonme may recall that we

did call 2025 the Year of the
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Cooperative, kind of keeping in
that pattern that Council woman Bass
did sone years ago. W'Ill hear
fromlocal and national cooperative
| eaders about how t hese nodel s
enpower wor kers and strengthen our
econony.

And if great
conversation i s enough, we've got
sone great food. M Legs Director
just texted ne and said, tacos are
set up and | ooking real tasty. So
if you're hungry, conme by and grab
you a bite. The briefing will be
catered by TacoTaco Mexicano, a
wor ker - owned cooperative. So cone
hungry and ready to learn. |
believe that you will benefit
greatly by this briefing.

Thank you very nuch,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.
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Any speeches on behal f
of the Majority?

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | man Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: No
speeches, Council President.

Just on standby to cl ose
out sessi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Absolutely. Your |ight
s on.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Sorry about that.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

First of all, I want to
wi sh a very happy birthday to our
col | eague M ke Driscoll, and just
one day, happy birthday to Ji nmy
Harrity.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Ay.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: |
think we may have set the record
this year for birthdays on or about
Thursdays, | think. So we'll do a
little count on that. This is a
very special year. Anyway, thank
you.

Today | introduced a
resol uti on honoring ny |ongtine
friend and nentor to many, the
Honorabl e Phyllis W Beck. Phyllis
was a pioneering nenber of the
Phi | adel phia | egal community, a
philant hropist, trailblazer and a
nmot her .

She was the first wonman
to serve on the Pennsylvania
Suprene Court, which is especially
i npactful to recognize during
Wnen's History Month, as she

opened the door for so many wonen
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to pursue careers in the | ega
profession and in public service.
She was appointed to the bench 44
years ago and went on to serve as a
fierce advocate for reforns to
create a nore equitable justice
system

| was so lucky to have
known her and | earned from her, and
I'd Iike to thank her and her
famly nmenbers and friends who
showed up today and cane out to
celebrate her |legacy. She will be
dearly m ssed.

Today | al so introduced
a resolution recogni zing this week
as National LGBTQ+ Health Awareness
Week in the Gty of Phil adel phia.
As a nmenber of the community, | am
hearing the fears of the LGBTQ
comunity in the wake of constant
attacks fromthe Trunp

Adm ni stration.

Page 206

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 20/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

3/ 20/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES

In fact, just yesterday
the Trunp Adm nistration di scussed
cuts to the CDC Donestic HV
Program i ncluding funding for
prevention. Decisions |ike these
aren't rooted in science. They're
rooted in ignorance. And our
comunity, especially its nost
mar gi nal i zed nenbers, are very,
very fearful.

The LGBTQ+ community is
di sproportionately inpacted by a
wi de range of health threats. And
as we recogni ze National LGBTQ
Heal th Awar eness Week here in
Phi | adel phia, we reaffirm our
comm tment to health equity and
access to care for all. The
di sparities faced by LGBTQ+
i ndi vi dual s are not just
statistics. W are real people who
deserve to be treated with respect

and conpassion. | urge ny
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col | eagues, health care providers
and every Phil adel phian to take
this week as an opportunity to
| earn, engage and act.

Finally, | also
i ntroduced a resol uti on condemni ng
President Trunp and his
Admi nistration's decision to
suspend i ncone-driven repaynent
pl ans and politicize the Public
Servi ce Loan Forgi veness Program
This choice is not just an attack
on borrowers. |It's an attack on
wor ki ng people, the LGBTQ+
communi ty, undocunented i mm grants
and those who serve the Anerican
publ i c.
| vehenently di sapprove

of Trunp's policies and recommt to
working tirelessly for those
Phi | adel phia residents and i npact
anybody inpacted by his executive

orders. Thank you very nuch.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

M. President, | just
wanted to say a couple of things
and just want to pull sonething up
really quickly because | wanted to
talk just briefly on the bill that
we just passed today on the
nonconformties. And | voted for
the bill. | want to thank ny
col | eagues that voted for the bill.

And | just wanted to
rem nd everyone that a few weeks
ago | tal ked about a nui sance
business in ny District that was in
busi ness and is still in business
right now. And when it opened up,
it had no license to operate which

is required. It had no certificate
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of occupancy which is required.

It had done construction
wi thout the required permts and
had illegal signage. The sale of
t obacco was happening wthout a
license which is required. The
sal e of | oose cigarettes, |oosies,
which is prohibited and ill egal.
They did tobacco sal es on the sane
bl ock as an el ementary school which
I's prohibited.

There was a | ack of heat
and air circulation which is
requi red. There were exposed
radi at or pi pes which is a plunbing
code violation. There were | oose
and exposed wires which is an
el ectrical code violation. And
they were selling drug
par aphernali a.

And so, all of that
conbined if this bill was in place

when they set up shop, we would
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have been able to shut them down
I mredi atel y because they woul d not
have been able to rely on the
zoni ng which was actually in place
previously. So again, | just
really wanted to thank ny
col | eagues who found thensel ves
able to vote for what | think is
goi ng to be groundbreaki ng
| egi sl ation.

| also wanted to give a
shout-out to Dr. Shervon Thonpson,
a proud North Phil adel phia native
and Dobbins alumand now its
inspiring principal. She has been
wal king the halls as a student to
| eadi ng one of the GCity's |argest
school s, and Dr. Thonpson's journey
Is a true testanent to
per severance, passion and the power
of educati on.

Earni ng her Doctorate in

education is not just a personal
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mlestone, it is a victory for our
entire comunity and I would say
for our entire city. She has
broken barriers, uplifted countl ess
students and remai ned a shining
exanpl e of excell ence, dedication
and | eadership. W are beyond
proud of her acconplishnents and
grateful for her unwavering
comm tnment to our young people. So
agai n, congratul ations, Dr. Shervon
Thonpson.

And | also wanted to
share wwth 8th District residents
that ny budget survey is still
alive. If youlive in the 8th
District and you would like to
share your thoughts through the
budget survey, it's on our social
nmedia. And there is a QR code, but
you can also visit us at
bit.|y/ BassBudget, BassBudget.
That's bit.ly/BassBudget. Capital
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B for Bass and capital B for
Budget .

Thank you,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.
Great idea to survey with the R
code to get ideas about the budget.
Very forward-thinking, Menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | woman Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

As you are all aware,
March is Wonmen's Hi story Mont h.
This is a tine to recogni ze and
honor the achi evenents,
contributions and resilience of

wonen not just throughout history,
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but in the present day who are
taking action to nmake inpact in our
city.

Oten tines we tend to
focus on | arge-scale
acconpl i shnments, but each day wonen
t hroughout our city are doing small
things to bring our conmunities
toget her and make inpacts on each
other's lives. Today | introduced
a resolution recogni zing the
efforts of community organizations
who pronote both physical and
mental wel |l ness, Latinas in Mdtion,
Philly Grls Wo Wal k and Coach Zha
Pilates Club are | oca
organi zations in our city who have
built communities of their own
t hrough inclusive fitness prograns.

| am proud to have had
them here today as ny guests in
Council. These groups are

resources for wonen to connect and
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fi nd conpani onshi p. They have
fostered a safe, inclusive
envi ronnment for wonen throughout
t he novenent, conversation and a
shared sense of | ove and support
for one anot her.
As we cel ebrate Wnen's
Hi story Month, let us continue to
uplift and recogni ze the wonen and
organi zations in our comunities
who are creating these spaces,
spaces where wonen are supported.
By supporting their work and
anplifying their voices, we
contribute to a stronger and nore
i nclusive city of Phil adel phia.
|'"d also like to share
that we are having a Thriving
Toget her Expo Community Resource
Fair in ny District. Al of you
are welcone to join us on Saturday
from11:00 to 2: 00 p.m at Roberto

Cl enente M ddl e School and share
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wi th your constituents as well.

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you,
Counci | President.

First, | wanted to just
acknow edge agai n our col |l eague
Counci | menber Phillips for earning
his Doctorate degree. | know we
found out about that |ast week --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON: -- but I'msure it's
been a hard journey to earn your
Ph. D. over these | ast several years
whil e serving as a nenber of
Phi | adel phia Gty Council. So

kudos and congratul ati ons to you.
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| al so wanted to rem nd
all of our coll eagues that the
wonen of the National Coalition of
100 Bl ack Wonen - Pennsyl vani a
Chapter are still here and are
| ooking forward to the nenbers of
Counci|l stopping by to neet with
them as they discuss their
| egi slative priorities. Because
there were so many nenbers, we had
to nove them down to Conversation
Hall on the 2nd floor. So if you
have any tinme in your schedule to
stop by and say hello, that woul d
be greatly appreciated.

Thank you, Counci
Pr esi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci l man M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

Thank you, M. President.
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I'd Iike to begin by
t hanking the St. Patrick's Day
Oobservance Associ ation for al
their hard work and putting
toget her a wonderful weekend. W
had a great parade.

Thank you,
M. President, for joining us al
day. I1'd like to thank Mayor
Parker. She was a big hit in her
green outfit. W certainly had a
wonderful tinme. And these things
just don't happen. A lot of work
goes into it. And, Counci
Presi dent, you were there for
honori ng our G and Marshal Paddy
Rooney and our Ring of Honor. So
we appreciate everyone's wel |
wi shes over the weekend. It was
just a wonderful, wonderful
weekend.

Counci l man Harrity, born

on St. Joseph's Day, happy
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bi rt hday.

And lastly, I'd like to
recogni ze a lifelong Philadel phi an,
graduate of St. Stephen's Parish
on Broad Street, a graduate of
Roman Cat holic Hi gh School, Hall of
Fane basketbal |l player, Council man
| sai ah Thomas, |ast |iving player
to play for Billy Markwood, a
graduate of LaSalle College, a
Wrld War Il veteran, Arny, served
in the South Pacific, Anmerican hero
to ne, ny father, 100 years old
t oday, Joseph Driscoll.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

And to quote a line fromthe novie
A d School, You're ny boy, Blue.
Happy bi rthday.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes the

gentl eman fromthe 5th Council manic
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District, Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

So yesterday, ny office
in conjunction with the Nationa
Al'liance of Winen Veterans hosted a
cerenony in honor of Wnen's
Hi story Month honori ng wonen
veterans in Phil adel phi a,
specifically there were many of
those who lived in the 5th Counci
District. So | want to thank
Dr. Cathy Santos-Bennett for
partnering with ny office and
sharing her resources with us to
all ow us to cel ebrate those wonen
vet er ans.

Just news for residents
of the 5th Council District. M
office in partnership with
Comm tted Community Mentors is
hosting a grant-witing party. So

if you are a nonprofit, you're
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| ooking to start a nonprofit, you
just want information on how to
apply for grants, this event is for
you.

W have two dates
schedul ed. One is Saturday, March
22nd. The other is Saturday, Mrch
29th. Tinmes are 11: 00 a.m to
2:00 ppm, and it wll be |ocated
at 3002 Cecil B. More Avenue in
Suite C203. So this event is for
anyone, specifically folks who |ive
in the 5th District, but anyone
who's | ooking to gain insight on
how to apply for grant funding. W
are |l ooking to provide you with
sonme of that information to nmake
sure your organization and your
busi ness is as successful as it can
be.

And | also want to thank
nmy col | eagues today for passing

| egislation Bill No. 240427-AA with
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a super mgjority. So since com ng
to Council, |'ve been focused on
quality-of-life issues for
residents in the 5th Counci
District. And | just want the
listening public to understand what
this bill seeks to do.

It seeks to protect

communi ties by preventing a
property owner fromreverting back
to a grandfather use when a new use
Is established without a zoning
permt. So what that neans is
essentially if we have a
gr andf at her use and the zoning
changes for that use over tine,
typically when the zoning of a
property changes, it's because that
use is no longer desired in that
community. And because the use is
no | onger desired, what we are
seeking to do is if you change that

use without a zoning permt,
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wi t hout |egally going through the
process of obtaining a zoning
permt, which every single property
owner nust do when you change your
use, unless it's a single famly
and sone other [imted
ci rcunstances, you're a bad actor.

And so, what we are
seeking to do is prevent bad actors
from goi ng back to an undesired
gr andf at her use by-right. And we
want to make sure that the
communi ti es have sone say in that
and allow folks to go through that
Zoni ng Board process to nake sure
that the community is okay with
that particul ar grandfather use,
agai n after soneone has changed the
use of their property illegally,
right.

And so, | think that is
the point that we have to stick to,

is that they're changing the use of
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their property illegally. And so,
we shoul d not reward them by
allowing themto go back to a use
that is not allowed under the
current zoni ng because they did
sonething illegal. And so, that's
what we're seeking to do, is to
root out bad actors in our city, to
protect our comrunities, to allow
our conmunities to have sonme say in
what is happening in their
nei ghbor hoods.

So again, | want to
t hank nmy col | eagues. W' ve worked
with all of our colleagues on this
| egislation. We worked with the
Pl anni ng Comm ssion, as | nentioned
before, to try to just cone up with
| egislation to | ook at
nonconformties in general, right,
and grandfather uses in general in
our city.

We've worked with
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stakehol ders in industry to nmake
sure that this anmendnent doesn't --
the bill doesn't affect those who
are good actors, right. W want to
make sure we are penalizing bad
actors for not obtaining the
necessary pernits that are required
when changi ng t he use.

So agai n thank you,
col | eagues, for passing this
| egislation. | believe it's going
to help us in the 5th Council
District as we | ook to make sure
that we protect the public health,
safety and wel fare of our
conmuni ti es.

Thank you,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Menber Young.

There are no nore
speeches. The Chair recogni zes

Counci | mrenber Thomas for a notion
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t o adj ourn.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President.

Congr at ul ati ons,
Counci | renber Young, on your bil
bei ng passed. Happy birthday to
our colleagues. Congratulations to
Counci | menber Philli ps.

And with that being
said, Council President, | nove
that Council stands adjourned until
Thur sday, March 27, 2025 at
10: 00 a. m

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Counci
stand adj ourned until Thursday,
March 27, 2025 at 10: 00 a. m

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries. Thank you all very
much.

(Stated Meeting

adj ourned at 12:50 p.m)
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