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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | note that the hour has
cone and that a quorumof this
Council is present.

WIIl all nenbers please
take your seats. |'m asking al
visitors to please retire to the
seats outside the rails. Please
take all sidebar conversations out
the Council chanbers. Please set
your cell phones on silent or
vi brate. Thank you.

To give our invocation
this norning, the Chair recognizes
Rabbi Shl oi me | saacson of
Congregati on Bet h Shol om Synagogue
and Conmmunity Center. He is here
today as ny guest, and | wll ask
all menbers and guests to pl ease
rise.

(Counci | menbers, guests
and visitors rise.)

RABBI | SAACSON:  CGood
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norning. | guess ny joke with the
oy vey wasn't so bad last tinme. |
really didn't think I was going to
be called back again. [1'd really
i ke to thank Council President
Kenyatta Johnson for asking ne to
say this norning' s benediction.
It's an honor and a privilege to do
so.

| was thinking what
woul d be the nost appropriate
bl essing to bring Gty Council
today. So first, | tried to dress
in green but ny Eagles jersey from
when | was 12 didn't fit. However,
| do bring the blessing fromthe
Torah, fromthe Bible. Each and
every week i n synagogues throughout
the world we read a portion of the
Bible. It's broken down into 52
portions. This was established
2000 years ago.

However, when sonet hi ng
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is destined by God, as we all know
anyt hi ng can happen, and happened
it did. This week's reading of the
Torah, of the Bible, states the
followi ng: (Hebrew translation)
which neans, and | will carry you
on eagl es w ngs.

This represents two
I deas: One, our illustrious team
t he Phil adel phi a Eagl es, who when
they played did not even seemto
have an opponent. They were that
strong and overpowering. Mazel tov
to them their staff owners and
this amazing city.

The second idea is that
the eagle is the only bird that
carries its children on top of its
wi ngs and not underneath its belly.
This shows how the nother bird is
I n constant node of protection for
her children.

Listening to City
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Council when | was here a few weeks
ago when you so el oquently honored
nmy father the Rabbi's nmenory, | was
heari ng voi ces and concern from
I ndi vi dual s who have taken the
citizens of this city upon their
shoul ders as well as the burden of
keepi ng them safe and secure and
constantly trying to ensure thema
quality chance at life.

To this | say, may God
grant the Gty Council, the
President, the Mayor and the entire
staff the wi sdomand strength to
| ead their flock into the future,
the ability to understand their
needs and the ability to carry our
city on their w ngs.

(Hebrew transl ation),
God shoul d bl ess you and watch over
you. (Hebrew translation), God
shoul d enlighten you in showing his

favor upon you. And nost
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i nportant, (Hebrew translation),
God shoul d shine his face upon you
and grant peace to you and to the
entire city. Anmen.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
Rabbi for the invocation.

Council will now be at
ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Before we nove on to the
approval of the Journal, | want to
take a nonent of personal privilege
to say happy birthday to our
Majority Leader whose birthday is
tomorrow. We will not be here to
cel ebrate you

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  So you get a double
whamy tonorrow. You get a triple

whamy tonorrow, a trifecta. The
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Majority Leader's birthday is the
Eagl es Super Bowl Chanpi onship
parade. But for ne, nost
inportantly, it's Valentine' s Day
for those who cel ebrate.

The next order of
busi ness is the approval of the
Journal of the neeting of Tuesday,
February 6th, 2024.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove that the Journa
of the neeting of Thursday,
February 6, 2025 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Journa
of the neeting of Thursday,
February 6th, 2025 stand approved.

All those in favor w |
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signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
Journal is approved.

The next order of
busi ness is request for |eaves of
absence. And the Chair recognizes
Majority Leader G | nore Richardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch,
Council President, for the
acknow edgenent.

On behal f of the
Majority, a |leave of absence is
requested for Council nenber Jim
Harrity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  |I''m ki nd of wondering

should | grant this |eave or not.
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But the Chair thanks the
Counci | renber. Leave will be
gr ant ed.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Good norning, Council President.

On behal f of the
Mnority, there are no requests for
| eaves of absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch. The
Chai r thanks the Council nenber.

WI| soneone please do a
heal th and wel fare check on Menber
Harrity.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | mrenber G | nore Richardson
for a notion concerning certain
| egislative matters that may arise
during the course of today's
session of Council and that were

not |listed on the Cal endar
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circulated prior to today's
sessi on.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3@ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,
M. President.

| nove that any of the
following matters, if considered
t oday, may be added to the agenda
for this session of Council and, as
requi red by | aw, subsequently
publ i shed on an anended agenda
after the consideration of those
matters: resolutions authorizing
heari ngs, anmendnents to bills on
first reading, the reconsideration
of a bill vetoed by or re-called
fromthe Mayor, anendnents to bills
re-called fromthe Mayor,
resol uti ons taking substantive
action to be voted on in this
session, a notion to withdraw a
bill or resolution that is not on

the Cal endar, and a notion placing
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a bill or resolution on or
returning a bill or resolution from
t he Suspensi on Cal endar that is not
| isted on today's Cal endar.

The purpose of this
notion is to provide the public
Wi th notice concerning possible
actions by Council that arose too
| ate to be included on the Cal endar
that was published prior to today's
sessi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
| egi slative matters stated by
Counci | renber G | nore Ri chardson
may be added to the agenda for
today should those matters ari se
during the course of this session
of Council .

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying

aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
notion carries.

The Chair will dispense
with the regul ar order of business
to recogni ze the guests and
visitors joining us in chanbers
t hi s norni ng.

On behal f of all nenbers
of Gty Council, | welcone you to
our Council session. W appreciate
your taking the tinme to join us as
we attend to the legislative
affairs of our city. W certainly
invite you to cone again.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

Thank you, Council President.

Page 12

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 13/ 25 - STATED - GUESTS

| just want to wel cone a
guest, a really special guest to
chanbers. A few weeks ago, Counci
proudly passed a resol ution
recogni zi ng the Juvenile Law
Center, and today |'m honored to
wel come two of its visionary
| eaders, Marsha Levi ck, co-founder
and Chief Legal Oficer, and Riya
Shah, CEO.

As you know, for 50
years the Juvenile Law Center has
done | andmark work, creating | ega
victories and systemati c change for
young people. So we just want to
recogni ze themfor the policies
that they shape and the lives that
they're transformng to ensure that
justice is not just a principle but
a reality for our youth

So Marsha and Riya, we
are grateful for your |eadership

and conmitnent. |It's a privilege
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to have you here today as to
cel ebrate your mlestone of 50
years and your continued inpact.
Can we pl ease have you stand, the
Juvenil e Law Center and all of its
staff nmenbers. Please stand and be
recogni zed.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President. And
t hank you, Juvenile Law Center.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
menber .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you, Counci
Presi dent, and thank you for the
recognition during the wel cone
segnent of Council today.

| would like to

recogni ze Charlie Johnson, who is
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an 11th grade student at the
Phi | adel phi a H gh School for Grls.
She is class of 270. And she is
here today to interview both ne and
former Council menber and al so
fellow Grls H gh graduate Bl ondel
Reynol ds Br own.

So, Charlie, please
stand and be acknow edged in City
Counci | today.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: I n addition, Counci
President, | just want to thank our
col | eague Counci | mrenber Brooks for
the resolution in honor of Emm
Chappel | and recogni ze the presence
of Bl ack Wnen's Leadership
Council. | just had to say hello.
But thank you to our coll eague
Counci | mrenber Brooks for all the
work that she did there. Thank

you.
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(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
menber .

As there are no
presentations today, the next order
of business is comrmuni cations. The
Chair requests that the Sergeant-
at-Arns deliver the nessages from
the Mayor to the Chief d erk.

The Chief Cerk wll
read the nessages fromthe Mayor
and any ot her conmunications in her
possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nmenbers of the
Council of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, | amsubmtting
herewith for the consideration of
your Honorabl e body the follow ng
proposed ordi nhance:

An ordi nance aut hori zi ng

t he Procurenent Conm ssi oner, on
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behal f of the City of Philadel phia,
to enter into an agreenent with the
Phi | adel phi a Energy Authority for
coordi nati on of a guaranteed energy
savi ngs contract for inplenentation
and eval uati on of energy
conservati on measures designed to
reduce energy, water, wastewater or
ot her consunption or operating
costs at specified City properties,
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

And | am pl eased to
advi se you that on February 12,
2025 | signed the follow ng bill
whi ch was passed by Council at its
sessi on on January 30, 2025: Bill
No. 240817.

Counci|l President, there
are no further comrunications in ny
possessi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. The nessages
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will be printed in the Journal.

The next order of
busi ness is the introduction of
bills and resol utions.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

| "' m super excited for
the Eagles. R ght now | have no
bills or resolutions. Go Birds.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Go Birds. Thank you very
much.

The Chair recogni zes
Majority G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you, Counci
Presi dent.

Today | offer two
privileged resolutions, one on your
behal f .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the derk please
read the titles of the resolutions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution
(inaudi ble) -- a privileged
resol uti on honoring and cel ebrating
Phi | adel phi a Eagl es Associ ate
Per f ormance Coach Autumm Lockwood,
the first Black Wwman Coach to win
t he Super Bow .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Fi nal Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution celebrating
and congratul ati ng the NFL
Chanpi ons, the Phil adel phi a Eagl es,
on their triunphant victory and
Super Bowl LI X against the Kansas
City Chiefs, held at Caesars

Superdonme in New Ol eans on
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February 9, 2025.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | man Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Good norning, Council President.

Not hi ng t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | man | sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Mor ni ng, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, col |l eagues. Good norni ng
to the listening public.

Not hi ng today. o
Bi rds.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Curtis Jones. Blow

t he whi stl e.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President. In tine.
Thank you, M. President and
col | eagues.

Today | offer two bills
and two privileged resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch,
Menber Jones.

WIl the derk please
read the titles of the two bills
and two privileged resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance establishing a two-way
regul ati on on Dupont Street, from
the westernnost portion of Baker
Street to Smck Street, under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conmi ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
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or di nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in
the vicinity of 177 Markle Street,
Phi | adel phia, PA 19127, under
certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conmi ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
congratul ati ng the Overbrook High
School Grls Volleyball Team for
Wi nni ng the 2024 Anerican
Conf er ence Chanpi onshi p.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng Phil adel phia's living

| egends during Black History Mnth
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for their contributions to the
African American community and
their lasting inpact.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Fi nal Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Landau.

COUNCI L\WOVAN LANDAU:
Good norni ng, Council President,
col | eagues and the public.

Not hi ng today. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Good norning, Council President.
Good norni ng, everyone.

| have no bills and

resol uti ons today.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | man Jeffrey Jay Young.
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Good
norni ng, M. President.
Today | offer one bil
and two privileged resol utions.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.
WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the bill
and the privileged resol utions.
CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance anendi ng Chapter 9-800 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled

"Landl ord and Tenant," to pl ace
limts on late fees that may be
charged to residential tenants, al
under certain terns and conditions.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be

referred to the appropriate
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conm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
congratul ati ng Phil adel phi a Eagl es
quarterback Jalen Hurts for being
named Super Bow LI X MP.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authori zing
the Conmittee on Transportation and
Public Uilities to hold hearings
to investigate the potentia
| ocations of new intercity bus
termnals in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
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Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.

| have eight resol utions
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the derk please
read the titles of the eight
resol uti ons.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and cel ebrating the Lunar New Year
and the Year of the Snake, and
honori ng Phil adel phi a's Chi nat own
as a vibrant, historical and vital
nei ghborhood in our city's fabric.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a

privileged resolution celebrating
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and recogni zing Al vina Brown for
her steadfast commtnent to
community and to her nei ghbors, and
for her advocacy to inprove the
|ives of people across the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, on the occasi on of

Bl ack Hi story Mont h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution celebrating
and honoring Maggie McCall for her
t enaci ous conm tnent to organi zing,
beautifyi ng and connecting with her
nei ghbor hood, including serving as
Bl ock Captain for 51 years and for
I nproving the |ives of people
across Phil adel phia, on the
occasi on of Black H story Month.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
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pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution celebrating
and recogni zi ng Sheila Hawkins for
her insistence on the inportance of
community, her tireless efforts to
make t he spaces around her nore
beautiful, and her understandi ng
that unity is at the heart of
activism on the occasion of Bl ack
Hi story Mbont h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution honoring and
cel ebrating Sandra Murdock, whose
| ove for the people around her
nouri shes and uplifts the people in
spaces that she graces for

providing to her community, and for

Page 28

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 13/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
her comm tnent to nentoring young
girls and boys across the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, on the occasion of

Bl ack Hi story Mont h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution celebrating
and honoring Patricia Ford for her
tirel ess advocacy for her
community, her love for her
children and her devotion to
i nproving the lives of people
across Phil adel phia, on the
occasi on of Black Hi story Month.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a

privileged resolution celebrating
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and commendi ng N kki Bagby for her
st eadf ast devotion to using her
platformto positively inpact the
lives of youth and vul nerabl e
comunities across the Gty of

Phi | adel phia, on the occasi on of

Bl ack Hi story Mont h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
cel ebrating National Crossing Guard
Appreciation Day to highlight, and
express gratitude for the critica
wor k that crossing guards do to
keep roadway connection safe and
I ntersection safe for all

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage

Cal endar .
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The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | mrenber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, Council President.

| have not hi ng
i ntroduced t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Morni ng, M. President.

| have two privileged
resol uti ons and one on your behalf.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: W1l the Cerk please
read the titles of the privil eged
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
t hanki ng the Phil adel phia Police
Departnent, the Philadel phia Fire
Departnent, the Pennsylvania State

Police, the National Transportation
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Safety Board, the Federal Aviation
Adm ni stration, the Departnent of
Environmental Protection, the

O fice of Energency Managenent, the
Pennsyl vani a Enmer gency Managenent
Agency and the Anerican Red Cross
for their heroismand bravery when
respondi ng to the Nort heast

Phi | adel phi a pl ane crash on January

31, 2025.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill -- this
resolution wll be placed on

today's Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and honoring Royal (Gene) E. Brown
for his dedicated service to the
Phi | adel phi a Gas Conmm ssi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage

Cal endar .
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The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber O Nei l I.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer no bills or
resol uti ons today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch, sir.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Mark Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer two bills, one
on your behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WII the Chief derk
pl ease read the titles of the
bills.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance -- anending Section 2 of
an Ordinance (Bill No. 220639),

approved January 10, 2023, entitled
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"An Ordi nance Authorizing the
revisions of |ines and grades on a
portion of Cty Plan No. 27-S by
striking fromthe Gty Plan the
easterly 20 feet w de portion of
Swanson Street from Wl f Street to
Snyder Avenue, striking fromthe
City Plan and vacating the legally
open portion of Vandalia Street
fromWlIlf Street to Weccacoe
Avenue, and reserving and pl acing
on the Gty Plan a right-of-way for
sewage and drai nage purposes within
the portion of Swanson Street being
stricken and authori zi ng accept ance
of the grant to the Cty of said
right-of-way, all under certain
terns and conditions, including the
dedication to the City of the beds
of the remaining unopened portions
of Swanson Street from Wl f Street
to Jackson Street and from Jackson

Street to Snyder Avenue, by
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extendi ng the period for conpliance
with the terns and conditions
stated therein.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conm tt ee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
or di nance aut hori zing the
Procur enent Comm ssi oner, on behal f
of the Gty of Philadelphia, to
enter into an agreenent with the
Phi | adel phi a Energy Authority for
coordi nati on of a guaranteed energy
savi ngs contract for inplenentation
and eval uation of energy
conservation nmeasures designed to
reduce energy, water, wastewater or
ot her consunption or operating
costs at specified City properties,
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm tt ee.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer one privileged
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the privileged
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
cel ebrating the extraordinary life
of Alfred L. Dezzi and his
i nval uabl e contributions to public
service, environnmental policy,
crimnal justice reform and
educati on, and expressing deep

gratitude for his enduring inpact
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on the Gty of Phil adel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you, Council President.

No bills or resolutions
today. Go Birds.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Go Birds.

As there are no reports
fromcommttees, the next order of
busi ness is the consideration of
t he Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson for the purpose of
calling up bills and resol utions on
t he Second Readi ng and Fi nal

Passage Cal endars.
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

The following bills and
resol utions are being called up
fromthe Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars today: Nos.
250030, 250080, 250083, 250084 and
250090. The following bills and
resol utions on the Cal endar:
241097, 240427, 240304- A and
240665.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. Before
considering these bills and
resol utions, we would consi der
public coment as follows: Your
public coment nust concern matters
on the Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars for possible
action at today's Council session.

Al'l speakers mnust sign

up in order to testify. [If you
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have not al ready signed up for
today' s session, please do so now
by giving your name to Ms. Hasson
at the table outside the rails to
my left. Once you have signed up,
you will be called in the order in
whi ch your nanme appears on the

si gn-up sheet.

Under idea
ci rcunstances, public comenters
each wll have three mnutes to
speak. However, this tinme limt
may vary from session-to-session.
The tine limt today will be two
mnutes. In order to be fair to
all those wi shing to speak, |
intend to hold faithfully to the
two-mnute limt.

When you begi n speaki ng,
you will see a green light on the
podium \Wen there are 30 seconds
remaining to your time, the |ight

will turn yellow which is your
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rem nder to concl ude your renarKks.
Once two m nutes have passed, the
light will turn red and the
Sergeant-at-Arns will disconnect

t he m crophone.

At that point, please
yield the podiumto the next
speaker if you have not already
done so. | also reserve the right,
pursuant to our rules of Council,
tolimt repetitious coments on
the same subject natter.

Il wll now ask the Chief
Clerk to please read the nane of
our first speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The
Honor abl e Bl ondel | Reynol ds Brown.
May Taj Murdock, Jereny Bl atstein,
Kate Perez and Avis Wanda M inton
al so make their way to the podi um
Bl ondel | Reynol ds Brown, Taj
Mur dock, Jereny Bl atstein, Kate
Perez and Avis Wanda McC i nt on.
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(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  It's always good to see
t he honorabl e Bl ondel | Reynol ds
Brown. Wl cone back to the
chanbers. Let's give her a round
of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

MS. REYNOLDS BROWN
Good norning --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: As we cel ebrate Bl ack
Hi story Month, we thank you,
Counci | mrenber Bl ondel | Reynol ds
Brown, for your contribution to
this body. Welcone back. Please
proceed.

MS. REYNOLDS BROWN:
Thank you. Thank you,
M. President. To all of the
menbers of the Philadelphia Cty

Council, to those earshot of the
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mc and to all of the visitors and
guests, welcone. M nane is
Bl ondel | Reynol ds Brown and | had
t he wonderful opportunity and
privilege to serve for 20 years
here in the Phil adel phia Cty
Council. So I'mdelighted to be
back today not on ny behalf, but to
salute, lift up, acknow edge,
cel ebrate the Emma Chappel |

| met Enma Chappel |l when
Il was in nmy 20s serving as the
Executive Director of the West
Phi | adel phia Partnership in West
Phi | adel phia. And | was one of the
few Bl ack wonen who under stood her
vi sion and was unapol ogetic in
making it plain that what she had
in mnd for us would be a wonderf ul
t hi ng.

The record will reflect
t hat under her | eadership she

establi shed the first Black bank in
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the city of Philadel phia. That
does deserve a round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

M5. REYNOLDS BROMN:  And
I"'mthrilled to be a part of the
group of wonen here today, the
Bl ack Wnen's Leadershi p Counci
|l ed by the Joanna Bell who's been a
mentor to many, including ne. So
t hank you, Joanna Bell. Thank you.
Thank you for everything.

To you, M. President,
to those of us who want to know
what an eagle | ooks |ike, eagles
don't flock. You have to find them
one at a tine. That's |eadership.
Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

(Appl ause.)

MR. MJURDOCK: Good
norning to everyone. Good norning,

Council President, to all ny other
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Counci | renbers and to everyone who
was a | aborer in making

Phi | adel phia a better city and a
better honme. Today | am honored
and privileged to stand proxy for
nmy not her Sandra Miurdock, who as an
i ndividual is known for his work in
the community with nmentoring young
men across the city of

Phi | adel phia, | cannot be who or
what | am w thout this wonman that
gave birth to ne.

When you see the passion
that | have and the sacrifices that
I've nmade for the past 10 years
now, a |lot of that conmes from what
| saw ny nother provide. As a
child growing up in North
Phi | adel phi a, she's raised ne, also
rai sed nmy cousins, always with the
home that everyone could cone to
and | eave with sonething. You

never cane to 4448 and left wth
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not hi ng.

So the way that | nove,
a lot of that is fromthis nother
that | saw. And | give the
testinony to | renenber seeing ny
not her | ose her job as a child.
And knowi ng that | | ove nusic so
much and wanted a radio for ny
birthday, and the first words were,
you know mommy's struggling right
now so she can't get it for you.
But | watched this nother of mne
sell platters for three weekends
straight to make sure that | got
that radio that | wanted.

So the hard work, the
sacrifice, the commtnent to not
only nyself but to every child or
every person that has conme across
her presence is the reason why |
stand so firmy in loving the
people that | cone across as wel |.

So again, Mom it is an honor to be
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your son. They don't nake them
i ke her no nore. They don't make
them|li ke her no nore.

Even growing up in the
"80s in North Phil adel phia and we
know t he drug epidem c, everyone
respects Sandra Murdock because she
respected themfirst. So again,
Mom | thank you for what you've
put in nme and being able for ne to
extend that to the community. [|'m
not who I amw thout you. So |
t hank you now. Thank you to
everyone for this opportunity.

(Appl ause.)

MR. BLATSTEIN. Hell o,
Cty Council. M nanme is Jereny
Bl atstein. Wat a win, what a w n.
VWhat are we tal ki ng about today?
Housi ng, housi ng, housi ng, housi ng,
housing. That's what we're tal king
about in 2025. But the key to

housi ng i s what hap -- a nonunental
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thing got passed this week in
Canbri dge.

Canbri dge upzoned their
whol e district, their whole city.
It was a nonunental thing to allow
Ssix stories byright in their whole
city. The only way that we're
going to make housing affordable in
Phi | adel phia is by upzoni ng our
transit corridors and all ow ng
devel opnent to be built byright.

In the |ast two years or
| ast year, you passed the increase
of the Honestead Exenption. That
was a tax break that you gave to
every single honeowner in the city
of Phil adel phia. W need to now
build for future people who are
noving into our conmunities. That
Is why we need to build nore things
byright or allow things to be built
byri ght.

And let's do it. Raise
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your hand if you rode SEPTA in the
| ast week. So we have none, none,
none, none, none. But tonorrow
we're going to say, hey, ride SEPTA
for the parade. But this Gty
Council -- and the reason why | ask
about this is that our public
transportation systemis crucial
for athriving city, so | just
encour age each and every nenber of
Cty Council to ride at |east once
a week to see the issues that our
resi dents face.

And we need to focus
on -- and good, Council man Young.
I like your resolution today about
the bus termnal. Figuring out
where to put that bus termnal is
crucial to figure out how we al so
bring people into the city of
Phi | adel phia. Thank you. o
Bi rds.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON:  Thank you. Prior to
recogni zi ng the next wtness, the
Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Jam e Gauthi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| ask to be excused to
handl e ot her official business and
| ask to be recorded as voting aye
on all bills and resol utions.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you very nuch.
Leave shall be granted.

Pl ease proceed.

MS. PEREZ: |'m Kate
Perez. And this week the storns in
Gaza are so bad that tents are
being ripped out of the ground and
sand they slept on has been
flooding. There's no dry wood to
make fire. Bedding costs nore than
$300. And despite the ceasefire

agreenent, only 10 percent of the
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agr eed- upon 200, 000 tents and 0 of
the 60 nobile hones have entered
the Gaza strip.

Busi nesses in our city
and our city itself works directly
wi th the occupation, cross-training
PPDwth the IOF. In terns of aid,
our sister city has only all owed
8,500 trucks of food and basic aid
items in so far. Wen, according
to the terns, it should have been
12,000 trucks by now.

Despite free novenent
being a part of the ceasefire
agreenent, Israel continues to
install newmlitary checkpoints to
limt the novenent of nedi cal
patients and humanitarian aid. CQur
humani tari an President threatens to
rel ease hell over a foreign state
i f Israeli hostages aren't
rel eased, sonething that Hamas

affirmed they will continue to do
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as of 7:00 a.m this norning. Qur
sister city is not conformng to
the ceasefire agreenent they signed
ont o.

W nust either pressure
or insist our city to conply with
the terns or break off our
relationship with the state that
has killed at |least 110 civilians
in Gaza just since the agreenent
and directly killed thousands nore
by restricting food, nedicine,
shelter, inalienable rights as a
weapon of collective puni shnent
agai nst the entire popul ation as
partners in these war crines.

Qur city can either
pressure the Israeli governnent to
conply with the ceasefire or break
ties with an apartheid state |ike
t hey shoul d have years ago. 50
desperately sick or injured people

wer e supposed to be allowed to
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| eave out of Gaza daily with famly
menber s acconpanyi ng them  That
shoul d have been 1000 people so
far. And only 120 patients have
been able to | eave.

| srael has continuously
targeted nedi cal infrastructure.
Dr. Hussam Abu Safiya, the Hospita
Director of Kamal Adwan is still
m ssing. Since his kidnapping on
Decenber 27th, he was surrounded
with robots |ike the robot dogs
| eavi ng our Council President's
District and ghost robotics. He's
| ost 33 pounds, suffered electric
shocks and severe beatings to the
chest in Israeli custody. 25 days
inall for prison (inaudible) --

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Next we
have Ava -- Avis Wanda Mcd i nton.
May Tracey Chappell Carter, Barbara

Scott-Wrtham Eleanor and Chris
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Dezzi al so make their way to the

podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. McCLINTON:  Good
norning. |1'mso proud and happy to

be here to tal k about ny friend
Ava. Can you stand so we know what
you | ook Iike. Yeah. Thank you to
the Phil adel phia Gty Council,
Counci | woman Brooks for making this
happen. |'m from Mont gonery
County. | ain't never been in this
beauti ful building before, and
that's a while.

Only got two mnutes, |

think, right. M. Brown called ne

up and said, Avis, |'m being
honored. | said, Ww. Then she
said, At City Hall. 1 said,

Phil adel phia Cty Hall? She said,
Yeah. | said, Do you know how

historic that day will be? You're
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going to be honored. The Mayor of
Phi | adel phia is a Black woman. The
| ady that's honoring you is a Bl ack
Counci | worman, and |I'm Bl ack. Wbo,
we're going to do it. And then the
Eagles won so I'mlike flying.

But | want to say to ny
ri de-or-di e buddy, you asked ne to
be here and I'mhere. She's been a
faithful servant. That's what ny
Bi bl e says, a faithful servant to
the community of Phil adel phia and
especially Nicetown. And | don't
know why you would do this to ne to
make nme feel like this, but thank
y'all people. Mre people had to
vol unt eer because our world
deserved it. Thank you for your
time. | didn't use up ny tine.

(Appl ause.)

MS. CHAPPELL CARTER
Good norni ng, President Johnson and

est eenmed Counci | nenbers. M/ nane
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Is Tracey Chappell Carter and | am
the el dest daughter of Emma
Chappell. This is the grandson.
Troy, stand up. W are very
appreci ative to Counci |l menber
Squilla for bringing this
resolution forward. W also would
i ke to thank Council menber Kendra
Brooks and her office for all the
support that they gave us in
bringing this day to fruition.

My not her, Emma Chappel |
was born, raised and educated in
Phi | adel phia. She attended West
Phi | adel phi a Hi gh, Berean
Institute, Tenple University,
Anmerican Institute of Banking, and
ABA Stonier Gaduate School of
Banki ng at Rutgers University. She
was a pioneer, a visionary banker,
a community advocate and civic
| eader .

There is no way we coul d

Page 55

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 13/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT
item ze her life and her
contribution to this city,
nationally and internationally in
this tinme frame. So |I'mjust going
to let you know that her
contributions date back to the '70s
when she worked with and hel ped
organi ze Model Cities at that tine.

And then in the '80s as
she was rising through the bank,
she worked as the National
Treasurer for Jesse Jackson's
canpaign. And then if we nove
forward in the '90s, is what we're
here for today, she was the first
African American wonman to open a
commercial bank in the United
States from scratch.

(Appl ause.)

MS. CHAPPELL CARTER:
Despite her over 700 awards, her
five honorary Doctorates, this

street nami ng woul d be the greatest
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honor that our famly could know
and Phil adel phia residents. W

t hank you for your tine.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Bar bara Scott-Wrtham El eanor and
Chris Dezzi. WMay Joann Bell and
Sonja Burrus also nake their way to
t he podi um

(Wt nesses approached
podi um)

M5. DEZZI: (Good
nmor ni ng, nmenbers of Council, and
good norni ng especi ally,
Counci | woman Bass, for introducing
this. Thank you all nenbers for
honori ng ny husband, Al Dezzi. In
Al's private life he had three
titles that he cherished, husband,
father, grandfather. And in his
professional life he had three
titles, and that was public

adm ni strator, nentor and
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pr of essor.

Al believed the public
service was a special calling and
he lived up to that for nore than
two decades. He served in four
mayoral adm nistrations. Not many
people do that. And then in his
decade of service, to the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a and
the Auditor General's Ofice and
the O fice of the Treasury under
Bob Casey.

At Al's funeral service,
my sons and | were so touched by
how many of his fornmer enpl oyees
and students cane back to tell us
that the inpact he had on their
lives by the teachings that he did
of public adm nistration and
crimnal justice in all of the
uni versities and colleges here in
t he Phil adel phia area. He

certainly did have a | ot of inpact
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on the city of Philadel phia and the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a and he
certainly did on our famly.

So agai n, thank you for
honoring his nenory. We will mss
himgreatly. M son Chris is here
today and ny son Jam e is over
here. Thank you all.

(Appl ause.)

MR DEZZI: Thank you,
Counci | President Johnson,
Counci | menber Bass and al |l nenbers
of Council. Thank you for this
acknow edgenent of ny father Al
Dezzi and his service to the Gty
of Phil adel phia and the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

My father loved this
city and believed in its endl ess
potential. For himpublic service
was a vocation and he woul d have
been truly honored by this

recognition. On behalf of our
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famly, thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Joann Bell, Sonja Burrus. My
Mel i ssa Robbi ns, Andrea Lawful -
Sanders and Melita Jordan al so nake
their way to the podi um

(Wt nesses approached
podi um )

MS. BELL: Good norning,
Counci| President, esteened nenbers
of the Gty Council. M nane is
Joann Bell and |I'mthe Chair of
Bl ack Wonen' s Leader shi p Counci l
and al so of a weekly radio
br oadcast on WURD Radi o by the sane
nane.

"' m here to honor ny
bestie who | miss so nmuch. 1'd
like to ask right now for all of
t he nmenbers in the audi ence that
are nmenbers of Black Wnen's

Leadership Council to stand.
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(Appl ause.)

M5. BELL: G ven the
period and the tinme that we're in,
Emma Chappel |l started a bank, a
full service commercial bank, in
the mddl e of a recession. She was
a strong Bl ack woman, and what she
wanted nost for this city was for
econom ¢ enpower nent for the Bl ack
conmmuni ty.

She built churches,
houses, businesses, and it's
sonething that we're going to
strive in her nanme to continue to
do. I'mgoing to ask Troy to stand
up here because |I told himl was
going to make him stand as a nenber
of Bl ack Wnen's Leadership
Council. Is he out the room
Ernest? Well, you're going to have
to stand for him

Troy is our producer and

Ernest brings up the rear. But |I'm
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not going to take too nmuch tine. |
| oved Emma. And many of you have
wor ked with her. Thank you,
Council man Squilla, for doing this.

And | want to say that
Emma | oved Counci | woman Kendr a
Brooks. She loved her. And | want
to thank you so nmuch for being the
woman t hat pushed us. Forgive ne,
my voice is suffering. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. BURRUS: Hello. M
name is Sonja Burrus and | am here
to advocate for Dr. Emma Chappel |
And | want to read this passage of
scripture call ed Ephesians 4:1-3:
| therefore, a prisoner of the
Lord, beseech you that you wal k
wort hy of the vocation where with
ye are called, with all Ioneliness
and neekness, with |long suffering,
forbearing one another in |ove,

endeavoring to keep the unity of
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the Spirit and the bond of peace.
And on the subject of
wor t hi ness, worthy nmeaning to wal k
suitably, appropriately and
congruously with the vocation or
job that you are called to do. And
| wanted to read that because that
rem nds ne of Dr. Emma Chappell. |
met her coming out of a |eadership
role, and she nentored ne. Just
pul l ed me under her wing. | had no
I dea that she was a heavywei ght in
the industry of banking and in
commerce. | had no idea because
she was so lowy and hunbl e, but
she was very serious about the way
that she would treat Phil adel phia.
She was all about
enpower i ng Phi | adel phi a,
particularly, yes, Black people.
['"'mnot from Phil adel phia. | noved
here from Col unbus, OCnhi o, but ny

heart was pricked for this city.
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And when | net her, | understood
why. | hope that you'll consider
strongly honoring this woman,

Dr. Enma Chappell at 8th and Market
Street. Thank you for your tine.
(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Mel i ssa Robbi ns, Andrea Lawful -
Sanders. May Melita Jordan,
Jenni fer Fol ks and Anber Harrison
al so nmake their way to the podi um

M5. ROBBINS: Good
nor ni ng, Council President and
menbers of Council and |istening
resi dents throughout the city of
Phi | adel phia. 1It's an honor to be
here to speak on behalf of the
Bl ack Wnen's Leadershi p Council.
Huge thank you to you,
Counci | renber Kendra Brooks, Mark
Squilla, and of course Ms. Joann
Bel | .

Dr. Enmma Chappell, a
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banki ng pi oneer, trail bl azer,
undeterred, mathematically gifted
and Bl ack, Dr. Chappell rose to
prom nence by sheer determ nation
and influence and advi sed by the

| ate great Reverend Leon Sullivan.
She was encouraged at a young age
t o pursue banki ng.

Upon hi gh school
graduati on, she took a clerk role
at a bank while attending Tenpl e
Uni versity at night. She secured
an opportunity in the executive
training programand catapulted to
becom ng the first Black woman to
hold the role of Vice-president at
a maj or banking institution in the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

She supported and
secured | oans for mnority-owned
busi nesses and Bl ack wonen. She
organi zed t he Phil adel phi a

Commer ci al Devel opnment Project to
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revitalize inner-city comrerce.
She went on to earn a Master's
degree at Rutgers University from
serving as the Chair of Qperation
PUSH Board, the founding Vice-
presi dent of the National Rai nbow
Coalition, to serving as the
Nati onal Treasurer for Reverend
Jesse Jackson in his 1984
presi dential bid.

She was the epitone of
Bl ack girl magi c and Bl ack
excel l ence. Dr. Chappell was able
toraise 6 mllion in capital. And
on March 23, 1992 the United Bank
of Phil adel phi a opened its doors
with Dr. Chappell as the CEQO  She
believed in ne. She supported ne.
She was sweet. She was endeari ng.

When | wal ked in the
roomand | saw her, | knew that |
was going to learn. | felt safe

and secure. She had a beauti f ul
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heart and was a constant teacher.
She was wel | -respected and she was
a treasure to the city of

Phi | adel phi a and the Bl ack

comuni ty.

Tracey, your nother was
a gem and you | ook just |ike her.
Troy, you knew that she | oved you,
and I will mss Dr. Emma Chappell.

(Appl ause.)

MS. LAWFUL- SANDERS: My
nane i s Andrea Lawful - Sanders, and
this is ny first tinme addressing
this body. | want to thank you all
for allowing nme to be here. My it
not be the last. So, you know, it
had to be sonething for ne to stand
here. | want -- seriously, because
| just don't play those ganes.

So here's the quote,

"Wt hout courage we cannot practice
any other virtue wi th consistency.

We cannot be kind, true, nerciful,
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generous or honest." That was from
poet and aut hor Maya Angelou. [|I'm
standi ng here this norning because
of Dr. Enmma Chappell. | did not
know her well. | watched her.

Al l these things that
Mel i ssa Robbi ns described is
because she had courage. She was a
petite woman who exhi bited,
exenplified | eadership in a way
that we don't often see today. And
so through Joann Bell and the
Wnen's Leadership Council, Bl ack
Wnen's Leadership Council was how
| met Dr. Emma Chappell. She was
not unkind. She was able to nentor
peopl e who didn't know anyt hi ng
about the city of Phil adel phia.

She nmentored nme w t hout
nmy having to say a word to her.
And so, this norning as you hear
everyone stand up here and tal k

about this pioneer of a wonan,
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pl ease renenber that w thout
courage you can't practice any
other virtue. And | thank Dr. Emm
Chappel | for being a part of all of
our lives, whether she knew us or
not. And may you nane that street
on Market Street on behalf of her
because | don't know anot her Bl ack
woman in nmy recent nenory that
started a bank. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. JORDAN. CGood
nmorning. My nanme is Melita Jordan.
It is indeed an honor to be here
today. | just want to say a few
words. Dr. Emma Chappell was, as
many have already said, a
magni fi cent woman. But | want to
share ny personal perspective.

| grew up here in
Phi | adel phia and | attended Bri ght
Hope Bapti st Church. And I

remenber as | was com ng al ong and
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needed to purchase a car, | went to
several banks to be able to get a
| oan and | was turned down. Many,
| think, could share the sane
story. As we applied for credit
often times at sone of our bigger
banks that we are frequently turned
down for perhaps a | ower credit
score and/or perhaps a | ate paynent
or perhaps bei ng unenpl oyed at one
point and there be a space or a gap
wi t hin our enploynent history.

But Emma Chappel | al so
had a snal | er operation, neaning a
smal | er bank at our church, at
Bri ght Hope Baptist Church. And |
remenber when | went there and had
a conversation wth the banker
there to assist nme in getting a
| oan. Not only were they nore than
accomodati ng to understand ny
situation as a single nother at

that tinme and needing to get to
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wor k and needing a car to do so, |
was provided a loan initially to
purchase the car and was able to
pay off that car.

But that is what all owed
me to nove forward in ny life
establishing good credit as well as
being able to turn around and hel p
others. | just want to say thank
you for having ne here today and to
be speaki ng about Dr. Enma
Chappel I .

(Appl ause.)

M5. POWNELL- FOLKS: Cood
norning. My name is Jennifer
Powel | -Fol ks. | amfortunate to be
the second Vi ce-president of the
Nati onal Coalition of 100 Bl ack
Wonen Pennsyl vania Chapter. | also
am a nmenber of the Black Wnen's
Leadership Council. | am an
i ncredi bly favorabl e nenber of the

hi storic Canpbell Church and
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African Methodi st Church in
Fr ankf or d.

But nost of all, what |
can say is | amthe beneficiary of
great nentorship by great Bl ack
wonen in this city. As a young
person, | was a transplant from New
Jersey who decided to go to schoo
here and ended up in the Comerce
Departnent of the Phil adel phia Gty
Commer ce.

And as a young person,
you're not quite sure where the
Lord will take you. And as ny
col | eagues have given great
credenti al s about the incredible
Emma Chappell, | will tell this
personal story. And the personal
story is because I woul d not be
where | am w t hout individuals |ike
the incredible Dr. Enma Chappell.

| have had the advant age

of being nentored by sister Joann
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Bell, by nmy friend and nmentor Linda
Wat son, by folks like the great --
of course, it's right out of ny
head but the incredible work of all
nmy sisters |like Marian Tasco, the

I ncredi bl e Counci | woman.

And what | can say is
what cones to mind and | will quote
t he great Nel son Mandel a, "Money
won't create success. The freedom
to make it will." | also wll say,
a good heart -- a good head and a
good heart are always a form dabl e
conbi nation. The reason why wonen
li ke nyself have the ability to
stand in front of you and do this
I s because of those great wonen
pouring into us. And | thank them
all and nost of those, one of those
was the incredi ble and great Emm
Chappell. And | thank you, Joann,
for giving nme the opportunity to

testify about how great she was to
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young wonen. | was a young wonan
wi th no background and no
credentials, just her heart to see
us grow. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Anber Harrison. May Nakia
Canpbel |, Pat Al bright, Phoebe
Jones and Carolyn Hill also make
their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. HARRI SON:  CGood
nmor ni ng, distingui shed nenbers of
City Council. M nane is Anber
Harri son and | stand before you
today in strong support of honoring
a remar kabl e woman whose | egacy has
shaped not only Phil adel phi a but
the road beyond our city limt,

Dr. Emma Chappel | .
Emma Chappell's life is

a testanent to the values we hold
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dear which are perseverance,
enpower mrent and service to the
comunity. As nentioned, she was
Phi | adel phia's first African
Anmerican wonman to establish a
comercial bank. And in doing so,
she denonstrated what is possible
when vi sionary | eadership neets
unwavering commtnment to uplifting
ot hers.

And Ms. Chappell wasn't
j ust about building financial
institutions. She was about
buil ding a better, nore equitable
future for generations to cone.
Her efforts in the financial sector
provi ded i nval uabl e opportunities
to underserved conmunities and her
wor k continues to inspire, as so
many have nentioned today, those
fighting for equality and justice,
particularly for wonmen and peopl e

of col or.
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As a trailblazer in
busi ness, she also nmade a mark as a
phi | ant hr opi st and conmunity
activist proving tine and tine
again that she was not only
interested in financial success but
also in transformng the very
fabric of our society. Honoring
Emma Chappell will not only honor
her | egacy but will also serve as a
powerful rem nder that our city
thrives when we uplift the voices
and contributions of those who are
hi storically overl ooked.

It will affirmour
city's commtnent to recogni zing
and cel ebrating trail bl azi ng wonen,
especi ally Bl ack wonen, who have
led with integrity and vi sion.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Naki a Canpbell, Pat Al bright,
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Phoebe Jones, Carolyn HlIl. My
Rosemary Barbera, Dr. Nakia Oaens
and Jonat han Barns al so make their
way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

M5. ALBRI GHT: Good
norning. My nanme is Pat Al bright.
I"'ma single nother with a
disability and a forner welfare
recipient wwth the Every Mdther Is
A Wor ki ng Mot her Network. |'m here
today and in support of the
resol ution on the CTC

As a single nother, |
struggl ed to nake ends neet while
on Social Security disability
I nsurance. An expanded child tax
credit available to those |ike
nyself raising children full-tine
woul d have made a huge difference
for nmy son and ne, allowing us to

thrive, not just survive.
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Benefits like the Child
Tax Credit, the Tenporary
Assi stance for Needy Famlies are
TANF general assistance. These are
not charities. These are paynents
for the work of raising children,
caring for those who are ol der or
have disabilities and for surviving
with a disability. No to work
requi rements or tinme limts.
There's a bill in
Congress, the Wrker Relief and
Credit Reform Act, that would
finally recogni ze caregivers as
wor kers entitling us to the Earned
Incone Tax Credit. But the Child
Tax Credit expansion ended after
one year. The TANF paynent of $403
a nonth for a nother with two
chil dren has not been raised since
1990 and general assistance was
di sbanded.

Poverty | evel s,
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particularly of nothers and
children, have soared, with nore
children torn apart fromtheir
not hers and placed in foster care,
nore wonmen unable to | eave donestic
vi ol ence situations and the nunbers
of people living on the streets
rising.

73 percent of the poor
i n Phil adel phia are wonen and
children. As welfare rights
activist Johnnie Tillmn said, If |
were president, "I'd just issue a
procl amati on that wonen's work is
real work. |'d start payi ng wonen
a living wage for doing the work we
are already doing and the welfare
crisis would be over just |ike
that." Every nother is a working
not her. Thank you, Council menber
Landau, for pulling forward this
resolution to tackle poverty

starting with the poverty of
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not hers and chil dren.

(Appl ause.)

DR. ONENS: Good
norning. |'mDr. Nakia Omens, and
| am here to support Council nenber
Rue Landau's resolution for the
Child Tax Credit. [I'mthe
Presi dent and CEO of Canpaign for
Wrking Fam lies. And each year we
serve over 22,000 taxpayers in
Phi | adel phi a.

And so, what |I'mhere to
say is that you can't underestinate
t he val ue and what the Child Tax
Credit and how the tax credit shows
up in people's lives. 1'malso
here to share that |ast year we
served over 22,000 uni que
i ndi vidual s and put back over $32
mllion, alnost $33 mllion back
into their pockets with 8 mllion
of that being to the Child Tax
Credit.
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And so, over 50 percent
of those individuals that canme
t hrough our doors made | ess than
$20,000 a year. And so, that 400,
t hat 1000, whether it's 800,
whatever it is that they get back
based on their tax liability makes
a difference in the lives of those
famlies. It nmakes a difference in
the lives of those children.

| know we have 20 sites
t hroughout Phi | adel phia. People
bring their children in with them
to get their taxes filed. And
contrary to maybe sone popul ar
beliefs, these dollars go to help
provi de and put food on the table,
housing. And many tines it is a
di fference between those famlies
and children ending out on the
street and out of their homes or
havi ng food on their tables.

So | just want to
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encourage you to really support
Counci | renber Rue Landau's
resolution and really know ng that
t hat 1400, 400, whatever it is, it
absol utely nakes a difference in
the lives of those famlies. And
i f you have any doubt, you are
wel cone to visit any one of our 20
sites. You're welcone to talk to
any one of the 22,000 people that
we serve, the 26,000 federa
returns that we have each year. So
pl ease support, support, support.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: May we
al so have Phoebe Jones, Carolyn
HIl, Rosemary Barbera, Jonathan
Barns and Christine Speidel also
make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. BARBERA: Good
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norni ng, everyone. M/ nane is
Rosemary Barbera, a proud native of
Phi | adel phia. Go Birds. [I'ma
soci al worker, an Associate

Prof essor of social work at

La Salle University and a nenber of
Soci al Wirkers Endi ng Poverty
Together. 1'malso the nother of
two amazi ng chil dren adopted
through the foster care system here
i n Phil adel phi a.

"' m here to support
Counci | menber Landau's resol ution
to expand the Child Tax Credit. In
April of 2022, the Phil adel phia
Cty Council Special Commttee on
Child Separations -- thank you,
Counci | nrenber Bass -- published its
report on ways that Phil adel phia
needed to nove forward to support
famlies rather than separate them

One key recomrendati on

of this report was that neglect
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shall be renoved fromstate | aw

defining child abuse for CPS

I nvestigation and any famly

condi tion that can be renedi ed

t hrough the provision of concrete

hel p including, but not limted to,

di rect cash assi stance, food,

cl ot hi ng, housi ng assi stance and/ or

child care shall not constitute

negl ect and shall not be cause for

a CPS or GPS investigation.
Expandi ng the Child Tax

Credit would help famlies neet

t heir basic needs so that these

situations of poverty are not used

as grounds for renoval of children

fromtheir famlies. Research from

the Center on Budget and Policy

Priorities shows that providing

cash to famlies reduces

i nvolvenent in the child welfare

system Let's support famlies.

Thank you, Council nenber Landau,
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for prioritizing this issue.

(Appl ause.)

MS. JONES: Hello. M
name i s Phoebe Jones and |
coordinate the work at the
Crossroads Wnmen's Center in
Germantown. For the past three
years, with the support of the
Cty's Community Enpower nent
of fice, we have been doi ng
out reach, awareness and advocacy
for the Child Tax Credit and Earned
I ncone Tax Credit.

W' ve been gat hering
wonmen' s stories about what the
Child Tax Credit neant to them and
heari ng how not hers got out of debt
and famlies spent tinme together.
Statistics show that nost of the
credit was spent on healthier food,
and there was a reduction in kids
dri nki ng sugary beverages. But

much of that benefit was short-
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lived as Congress failed to extend
the expanded Child Tax Credit.

What were the key
features of that Child Tax Credit?
What nmade the difference? One, it
was fully refundable. Meaning, you
didn't have to have a job or an
income to get it. And for the
first tinme, full-tinme nons and
grandnot hers rai sing children got
it. Two, it was paid nonthly so
you didn't go into debt. Paying
the Child Tax Credit yearly neans
your creditors get the noney, not
you or your children.

Three, the anount was
I ncreased which this resolution
does a good job of highlighting.
And four, it went to those with
ITINs so all children could get it.
These features are all included in
the Anerican Fam |y Act about to be

rei ntroduced by Representative
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DeLauro. W urge Phil adel phia City
Council to nmake clear that it
supports all the features of the
expanded Child Tax Credit that
lifted half of children out of
poverty and that you will throw
your full weight behind it, |ike we
not hers and caregivers are throw ng
ours. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. JONES: |f | may,
Carolyn H Il did not nake it in to
testify, but she sent hers. Wuld
that be okay if | read hers? It's
very short.

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  ( Gest ured).

M5. JONES: Ckay.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ma'am nay you repeat
t he nanme of the w tness.

MS. JONES: Yes.

Carolyn H Il and she was also with

Page 87

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 13/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT

t he Crossroads Wnen's Center. She
was the poster child for the Cty's
Child Tax Credit Awareness
canpai gn, and she was recently at
the Mayor's press conference.

She wites, My story is
I''ma grandnot her who stepped in to
rai se three of ny grandchildren. |
work hard to make sure those Kkids
get what they need. During the
pandem c, | got the Child Tax
Credit every nonth. It neant |
caught up on ny electric, gas and
water bills. It meant we coul d eat
better and do fun things as a
famly.

But when the pandenic
was over, we |ost those things. |If
| had gotten the Child Tax Credit
back when | had ny nieces, maybe
they would be with ne today instead
of taken by the child welfare

system I'mglad for this

Page 88

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 13/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT
resol ution to support the expanded
Child Tax Credit, but it should
al so conme every nonth, including to
grandnot hers i ke nme who are
wor ki ng hard to raise children. W
are workers too. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: My we
have Jonat han Barns, Christine
Spei del, Wei Chen, Vivian Chang and
Cynthia Hyd also make their way to
the podium Jonat han Barns,
Christine Speidel, Wi Chen, Vivian
Chang and Cynthia Hyd. Thank you.

(Wtnesses approached

podi um )

MR, CHEN. Good norni ng,
State Council. M nanme is Wi
Chen. | ama Civic Engagenent

Director with Asian Anericans
United. 1'mso glad to be here
today after two nonths that | have

not com ng back to this fl oor.
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After Decenber 19th, | was forced
to be renoved fromthis floor
because of oppose the arena.

But don't worry, |'m not
here to nmaking trouble today. I|I'm
here to celebrate, to celebrate the
victory of the Peoples United. |'m
here to celebrate with the
comunity united against a three-
bi g developer. [|I'mhere also to
celebrate the wi nning of the Birds.
Go Birds. | also want to take
opportunity and thank Council menber
Kendra Brooks who introduced a
resol uti on and Council nenber Nic
O Rourke to co-sponsor this
resol ution to honor Lunar New Year
and to honor China history and
Chi na's struggle.

As a China kid -- can
say that, Harry? As a China kid, |
also want to invite all the Gty

Counci | mrenbers to visit Chi nat own
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nore and have a frequently
communi cation with the community
there to inprove the comrunicati on,
to understand nore about this
comuni ty.

| also want to
acknow edge the gorgeous Chi natown
Li on Dance Parade happened t he past
two weeks |led by Harry Leong.
Because he doesn't want to stand
here to speak, | want to honor him
here too. Thank you, Harry. Al so,
| want to take this opportunity to
say thank you again to the
Counci | mrenber who voted against the
arena to choose to stand with the
peopl e of the Philadel phia. And
t hank you, Councilwonman Kendra
Brooks. And thank you, Council man
Ni c O Rourke. And thank you,
Counci | man Jeffrey Young. And
t hank you, Council|wonman Rue Landau

and Jam e Gaut hi er.
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(Appl ause.)

M5. CHANG Hello. M
name i s Vivian Chang, Executive
Director of Asian Americans United.
And | speak in support of the
resol uti on supported by
Counci | rember Kendra Brooks,
Counci | menber Nicolas O Rourke. W
thank them for their courage in
supporting our conmunity.

Communities of color, we
need support in the hard tinmes, not
just the fun celebrations. So |I'm
excited that everyone's cel ebrating
Lunar New Year. And the end of
this period also known as Lantern
Festival, which is the concl usion
of this two-week cel ebration. But,
you know, cel ebrations nean not hing
if we don't have nei ghborhoods to
live in, if we don't have
busi nesses to go hone to, right,

famlies that can thrive in this
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conmuni ty.

So we thank the nenbers
for celebrating this but also thank
themfor their courage, their
st eadf ast ness, for keeping the
people in their hearts and in their
cl ear m nds, meking sure that what
matters at the end of the day as
elected officials is what the
peopl e need and not what they don't
need, which was an arena, which was
billionaires nmaking noney off --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Are we tal king about
cel ebrating the Lunar Chinese
Festival New Year --

M5. CHANG  Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  -- or are we talking
about the arena?

M5. CHANG  Because the
new year is all about making

resol uti ons.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Just asking to nake sure
we stay on the topic of the purpose
of the resolution.

M5. CHANG Well, I'm
glad we defeated the arena so we
don't have to talk about it too
much nore.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: G eat.

M5. CHANG But a big
pi ece of Lunar New Year is com ng
together wwth famly and
cel ebrating and Chi natown can still
have an opportunity, so thank you
for making that choi ce.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

M5. HU Hello. M nane
iIs Cynthia Hu. Today | want to
t hank Counci | menbers Kendra Brooks

and Nic O Rourke for passing the
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resolution to recogni ze Lunar New
Year, the Lunar New Year hol i day,
and al so honoring Chinatown as a
hi storical and vital nei ghborhood
in our city. Thank you.

l"mrelieved and
grateful that this Lunar New Year
we are able to celebrate this
hol i day together as a conmmunity,
being able to freely dance, parade
and cheer in the streets of our
bel oved nei ghbor hood wi t hout the
shadow of a devel opnent proj ect
threatening the survival of our
comuni ty.

And al t hough Chi nat own
iIs safe for now, we know that there
Is still work to be done to ensure
that all nei ghborhoods from South
Philly, West Philly, North Philly,
East Northeast are safe fromthe
threat of destruction. | am

grateful for our Council nenbers who
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continue to listen to their
constituents and who continue to
stay al ongsi de the peopl e.

To the rest of our
Counci | mrenbers, we have seen what
happened i n January that
billionaires are not here for the
wel | - bei ng of our conmunities. W
have seen how under this new
adm nistration famlies are being
torn apart. W sat here nonths ago
shocked by the lack of resources in
our school .

| think we were shocked
by, what, we had ei ght plunbers who
servi ce over 2000 school bathroons.
These are issues that you shoul d be
focusing on. So as we rein in this
Lunar New Year, as we cel ebrate
this fresh start, | urge you all to
do better for the people that you

represent. Do better.

(Appl ause.)
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CH EF CLERK: May Lisa
Lee, Tara Sanders and David
Al exander Jenkins al so make their
way to the podi um

M5. SPEIDEL: Good
nmorni ng, M. President and
Counci | mrenbers. M nane is
Christine Speidel. | direct the
Federal Tax Cinic at Villanova
Uni versity's Charles Wdger Schoo
of Law, here to take us back one
topic to the Child Tax Credit and
the resolution introduced by
Counci | mrenber Landau.

In the Tax dinic, we
represent | owincone individuals
from throughout Eastern
Pennsyl vania, and a big part of our
work is representing people to
fight to get themthe credits for
whi ch they qualify. So we see
t hrough our clients how inportant

these credits are to the well-being
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of them their famlies and their
chi |l dren.

A coupl e of exanpl es.
Bot h Phi | adel phi a taxpayers,
Phi | adel phia residents, two
grandparents caring for disabled
siblings and three grandchil dren.
People in the city are resilient
and strong and they step up. W' ve
heard testi nony about the drug
crisis.

We know t hat gun
vi ol ence al so takes away parents
fromthe [ives of their children.
In our clinic we see the huge
support that people need and they
get fromthese tax credits. One of
my clients used his tax refund to
buy a bed for his grandchild who
was 2 years old and had gotten too
big for the crib that he had, so
these funds are going to

necessiti es.
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And what we see in our
clients' cases is mrrored and
supported by the academ c research.
Tax credits, including the Child
Tax Credit, lifted many children
out of poverty in 2021 and have the
power to do it again. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Li sa Lee, Tara Sanders and David
Al exander Jenkins. My Qgbonna
Hagi ns and Wanda Wl ker al so nmake
their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. LEE: Hi, everyone.
Good norning. |'mhere in support
of Council menbers Kendra Brooks and
Ni c O Rourke's resolution order
honori ng Lunar New Year. And Happy
New Year everyone. |It's always not
too early or too late to celebrate

a new year. And when we were
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tal ki ng about cel ebrating Lunar New
Year, we were tal king about a
cycle, the beginning of it, the end
of it and al so the

begi nni ngl essness of it and

endl essness of it. W take actions
toget her and we seek stillness in
resting, and then we start again.

We don't cel ebrate Lunar
New Year together just because we
are culturally tied to each other.
It is also the intentional choice
to cone back to each other again
and again. That makes us a
community. |It's an ongoi ng process
that resenbles a lunar cycle of
light and dark, hope and |oss, joy
and grief.

Cycl es are not just
repetitive notions. W evolve,
gain nonentumwi th every cycle and
build joy and resilience that can't

be taken away despite the weather.
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We cycl e together nonethel ess, and
we have so nmuch presence in this
room oversaturated even. Al of us
at this noment in the past and
possibly in the future are bearing
Wi tness to each other to all the
happeni ngs here. | can even hear
us now fromtw nonths ago | oud and
clear. 1'mglad that honoring a
festival that we care deeply about
can be part of the story.

W also won't forget the
rest of it. And to ny community, I
| ove you all. | love you all so
much. | love us for keeping each
ot her safe and grounded. Today is
the first day of a new cycle and
wi |l continue to cel ebrate us.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

M5. SAUNDERS: Good
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nor ni ng, Counci | menber and Counci
Presi dent Johnson. M/ nane is Tara
Saunders, and |'mthe Executive
Director for Public Safety Prograns
for the Departnent of Streets. |
first want to give a special thank
you to Council menber Kendra Brooks
for bringing forth this resolution
for the crossing guards.

Under the streets Public
Safety Division is Philadel phia's
school crossing guards and the
public safety enforcenent officers.
It is an honor to receive this
resol ution for National Crossing
GQuard Appreciation Day and Bl ack
Hi story Month. As many of you
know, the school crossing guard
programfully transitioned fromthe
Phi | adel phi a Police Departnent to
the Departnent of Streets in July
of 2023.

Crossing guards play a
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vital role in our conmmunity by
ensuring the students and
pedestrians have a safe roadway
access. Under the direction of the
Departnment of Streets, school
crossi ng guards help to advance the
safe routes to school initiatives

t hrough the Vision Zero program by
their commtnent in helping
comunities create safe, healthy
environnments for students.

Under stand that the work
they do is critical, as it is not
just about stopping traffic but
about being the presence that
reassures and protects the
community. Despite the weather or
ci rcunstances, they are happy --
they are the happy faces that
students see and fam lies trust and
are the beacon of Iight in hel ping
the community and keeping the

roadway safe. And let nme be the
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first to say that is no snal
responsibility.

On behal f of the
Departnment of Streets Conmm ssioner
Kristen Del Rossi, First Deputy
Conmm ssi oner of Transportation
R chard Mont anez, Local Uni on
Presi dent Karim Makin and the
School Crossing Guard Unit, we
woul d i ke to say thank you.

To our Phil adel phi a
crossing guards, we are grateful to
have such a dedi cated and commtted
group of people. It goes w thout
saying -- | got the red light. But
| just want to say the |ast thing,
we are One Philly, as stated by
Mayor Parker, and we are happy to
be a part of that safer, greener
and cl eaner for the city of
Phi | adel phia. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Davi d Al exander Jenkins, QOgbonna
Hagi ns, Wanda Wal ker. And may Lynn
Landes and Ebony Smith al so nake
their way to the podi um

(Wt nesses approached
podi um )

MR, JENKINS: Good
norni ng, M. President,
Counci | nrenbers and staff. David
Al exander Jenkins. | rise in
support of Resol ution 250080, which
urges Congress to expand the Child
Tax Credit, a national issue of
urgency. The Chil dhood Tax Credit
Is a particular interest to people
i n Philadel phia and to ne.

In 2022, the child
poverty rate in Phil adel phia was
28.5 percent, which while down from
34 percent the previous year, was

still higher than the nationa
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average, hel ping to secure our
pl ace as the poorest major city in
the United States of America. A
nonochrone, not as flashy and
prideful as the hone of the
Phi | adel phi a Eagl es, not as warm as
City of Brotherly Love and Sisterly
Affection, yet still as real.

The Chil dhood Tax Credit
Is instrunmental in reducing
chi | dhood poverty nationw de and
has had a profound inpact on all of
us here. The 2021 expansion of the
bill under the Anmerican Rescue Pl an
tenporarily increased the credit
from $2, 000 per child and $3, 000
per child and $3600 for children
under 5.

This significantly
reduced child poverty rates in
Phi | adel phia during its
i npl enentati on, but that expired on

December 31, of 2024. The
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enhancenents fromthe 2007 tax cuts
and Jobs Act, which doubled the
Child Tax Credit to $2,000 per
child, are set to expire this year.

I f not extended, the
credit will revert to $1,000 per
child increasing financial strain
on our famlies, our friends, our
nei ghbors and for nmany here today
thenselves. | amgrateful to the
Counci | nrenber Landau and her staff
for the introduction of this
resolution, and | beg you to vote
yes with resoundi ng support.

Mai nt ai ni ng and
expandi ng the Child Tax Credit
woul d provide the essential support
we need to | eave that nost
undesi rabl e, af orenenti oned
nmonochrone of poverty in our past.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: Thank you.

MR HAGNS: Cood
norni ng, everyone. M nane is
Qgbonna Hagi ns, fourth generation
chattel slavery survivor. |I'min
favor of the Enmma Chappel |l Way
| egislation. | renenber neeting
Ema Chappel | about naybe 35 years
ago with Reverend Moore at 10th and
Menori al when they were starting at
t he Bl ack bank.

But this is great to
have this sign, but we need
sonething a little bit nore. And
because there's so nuch attention
being paid to immgrants, | think
that | want to nake a notion to
change Bl ack Hi story Month to
I mm grant History Month. And |
want to change Juneteenth to be
commenor ated as the sanctuary city,
you know, to recognize the

sanctuary city status.
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This city has no
intention to initiate reparative
justice for those descended from
the emanci pated, but it spares no
expense to emanci pate inmm grants
from Trunp's deportati on agenda.
|'ve asked for two years to
establish an O fice of Freednen
Affairs, and |'ve introduced
| egi slation to address structural
racism affirmative action and the
deval uati on of American Freednen
honmes, anounting to over $4 billion
and still counting.

In light of this benign
neglect and the City's comm tnent
to emanci pating inmgrants, |let us
just stop playing -- let's just
stop playing with the historical
appropriation. | nove that Martin
Lut her King Day be renaned to
Yasser Arafat Day in honor of the

Pal estinian struggle. | nove that
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Cctavius Catto statue be repl aced
wth a statue of Bruce Lee to honor
Chinatown. | offer a notion that
we change to --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: M. Qgbonna Hagi ns,

M. QOgbonna Hagi ns --

MR HAGNS: -- right,
because we're not focused on the
Amrerican Freednen. We're not
focused on the Anerican Freednen --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: WII the derk please
call the next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Wanda Wl ker, Lynn Landes and then
Ebony Smt h.

M5. WALKER:  Good
nor ni ng, beautiful people. M nane
I s Wanda Wal ker. And as al ways --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good norning, M. Wl ker.

M5. WALKER: CGood
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norni ng, President. As always, |
tal k about generational wealth and
how it's being stolen in
Phi | adel phia, the inportance of
protecting our seniors because they
hold the | argest portion of our
generational wealth and how it
woul d be nice to have it where they
don't have to pay property taxes or
a stormmvater bill after 30 years of
payi ng taxes.

And | say this because
Jereny cones and he tal ks about
abat enents, zoning and build,
build, build. W have |earned that
bui | di ng new housing units are not
af fordabl e. And we understand we
want to bring 30,000 units in, but
that's not going to solve the
probl em that we have in
Phi | adel phia wth the peopl e that
are here that don't nmake that type

of noney.
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So |' m asking you why
don't you think about people |like
me, small |andlords that have
al ways supplied 64 percent of your
| ow-i ncone and underprivil eged
housi ng. W' ve al ways been the
peopl e that have supported the
peopl e that we nost need to serve
right now And | would |ike to see
a landlord safety bill conme out of
t his.

But I want you all to
remenber that rehabbing an old
bui | di ng or an abandoned bui | di ng
is one-third the price of a new
unit, so maybe we need to start
| ooking at that. Also, doing the
housi ng units and doi ng rehabs that
ensures small business people |ike
our contractors get work and you
keep the noney wi thin Philadel phia
and recycle the jobs in

Phi | adel phi a.
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Wen it's a big project
or you're talking new units and
abat enents, those are big projects.
And a | ot of tines people in
Phi | adel phia don't get those jobs.
So with the small [ andlords and
rehabbing, | think we could solve a
| ot of our housing problemin
Phi | adel phia. And what is a Child
Tax Credit if you don't have
af fordabl e housing. So that's why
the two go together. Thank you so
much.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

M5. LANDES: Good
norning. |'mLynn Landes of
Saf estreetsphilly.org and | support
t he resol uti on honoring and
desi gnati ng Emma Chappel | Way. |
live not too far fromthere, and

it's a great way to educate the
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public in ternms of designating
certain streets after inportant
people. But it's also inportant
that these streets be safe, clean
and green.

And right now that isn't
quite the case. It is better than
it was. But in our neighborhood
whi ch is the Gayborhood and near
Mdtown Village, we still have on
any given day about a dozen
honel ess peopl e, panhandl ers and
drug addicts. And it's really
bet ween that area and Rittenhouse
Park we still have a probl em

So on Sunday when the
gane was won, before that earlier
in the day when | saw so nany
people comng in and visiting
Phi | adel phia, | sent a letter to
Cty Council, the Police
Commi ssi oner, DA Krasner and the

9th District precinct, police
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precinct, saying couldn't you do
sonet hi ng about the people on the
street, that people are actually
having to step over our nentally-
di sabl ed peopl e.

My son is a nentally
di sabl ed, on Social Security
disability and we take care of him
But for sone reason, Gty Counci
and the Mayor's Ofice seemto
think that they can nmake the choice
t hese people who are nentally
di sabl ed, they can nake the choice
to live on the streets. It's
uncivilized. W treat stray cats
and dogs better. So tonorrow when
we have this parade are we stil
going to have our nentally disabled
peopl e living, sleeping, basically
sl ow-dying on our streets or are we
going to finally do sonething about
it?

| would think the
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Anericans with Disabilities Act
woul d kick in at some point so we
can protect these people from
t hensel ves. And for the others,
t he panhandl ers and the drug
deal ers, they need to get into the
| egal system and get the justice
t hey deserve. Thank you very nuch.
And Go Eagl es.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Before ny | ast speaker, |
just want to acknow edge Joann
Bell, |eader of the Black Wnen's
Leadership Council. And thank you
for your |eadership around the
various issues as it relates to
particularly Black people in the
city of Philadel phia. Thank you
for your presence today.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Appreciate you and your

encour agenent, enpower nent of young
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peopl e. Thank you.

Ms. WIIlians, please
begi n.

M5. SMTH M/ nane is
Ebony Smith. Hello.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Go ahead, Ms. Smith. [|I'm
sorry.

M5. SMTH: |'m here
today to speak on behalf of ny
sister, but I also want -- | am so
glad that I1'mhere to be a part of
Ms. Enma Chappel | bei ng honor ed.
She was al so a nentor of mine. She
pul l ed me out when | just wanted to
stay in the corner and she woul dn't
allowit. So |I'mhonored that |'m
here for that.

But ny nane is Ebony
Smth and this is N kki's daughter,
Ebony Zamani. Her son is also in
the corner here, Nathani al Bagby.

W are here today speaking on
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behal f of our nomand famly
menbers, on behal f of our nentor,
prayer partner, friend and sister
Ni kki Bagby.

As Ni kki's sister, 1've
al ways firsthand w tnessed her
passion to hel p and serve others.
Anyt hing she put her mnd to with
prayer and trust in God, she
acconpl i shes and conti nuously
extend those bl essings to others.
| have watched her our entire life
and | amconstantly in awe of her
determ nation to serve others, even
when those have been determ ned to
cone agai nst her, and there has
been.

| amtruly blessed to
have w tnessed her life firsthand
and to have been a part of it. |If
you don't know Ni kki Bagby, you
shoul d get to know her. You w ||

| eave bl essed. Nikki, you are here
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today because you deserve it. No
ot her reason. | love you. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | just want to al so just
commend and support the famly of
Ni kki Bagby. | renenber when |
first got elected she invited a
group of nen to speak at one of the
schools up in the Northeast
regarding | eadership in the city of
Phi | adel phia. So can we just give
the life and | egacy of N kki Bagby
a round of applause as well. That
| do renenber.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Counci | President, there
are no further nanmes for public
conment .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Ckay. We will now
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consider bills and resol utions on
t he Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250030.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution al so nam ng Mar ket
Street from7th Street to 8th
Street as "Enma Chappell Way."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Mark Squilla for a
noti on regardi ng Resol uti on No.
240030.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and

properly seconded that Resol ution
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No. 250030 will be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it, the
notion carries and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

Council will be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  WI I the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250080.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution urging Congress to
expand the Child Tax Credit, an
essential anti-poverty initiative

that has drastically cut child
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poverty and benefited mllions of
famlies.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Rue Landau for a
noti on regardi ng Resol uti on No.
250080.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250080 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  The ayes have it, the
notion carries and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250083.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on authorizing the
Conmm ssi oner of Public Property to
execute and deliver to the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority deeds conveying fee
sinple title to 2406, 2434, 2440,
2444 North 6th Street, 2425, 2427
North 7th Street, 2400, 2403, 2455
North 15th Street, 2424, 2460 North
16th Street, 2415 North Bancroft
Street, 1509 West Boston Street,
1500 and 1507 West Cunber!| and
Street, 1501-03, 1510 West First
Street, 1422 and 1437 West Hagert
Street, 1422 and 1430 Letterly
Street, 2434, 2438, 2440, 2445
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North Marshall Street, 2452 North
Mol e Street, 2418, 2419, 2421, 2428
and 2433 North Sydenham Street in
the 5th Councilmanic District of
the Gty of Phil adel phia and
further authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority to transfer to the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank fee sinple
title to such properties pursuant
to Section 16-405 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Young for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 250083.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
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properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250083 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it, the
notion carries and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

WIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250084.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose
of 2271 North Philip Street |ocated
in the 7th Councilmanic District in
accordance with the terns of

Chapter 16-700 of The Phil adel phi a
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Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada for a
notion regardi ng Resol uti on No.
250084.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250084 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250090.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose
of 2248 Ruffner Street located in
the 8th Councilmanic District in
accordance with the terns of
Chapter 16-700 of The Phil adel phi a
Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Cindy Bass for a
notion regardi ng Resol ution No.
250090.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250090 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
notion carries.

The Cerk will please
read any additional resolutions on
today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
cel ebrating the Phil adel phi a Eagl es
Associ ate Performance Coach Autumm
Lockwood, the first Black Wman

Coach to win a Super Bow .
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I ntroduced by Council menber G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber G I nore Richardson
for a notion regarding the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci l
Presi dent.

| nove the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution celebrating
and congratul ati ng the NFL
Chanpi ons, the Phil adel phi a Eagl es,
on their triunphant victory in
Super Bowl LI X agai nst the Kansas
Cty Chiefs held at Caesars
Superdonme in New Ol eans on
February 9, 2025. Introduced by
Counci | renber G I nore Richardson on
behal f of Council President
Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber G I nore Richardson

for a notion on the resol ution.
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci
Presi dent.

| nove the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and the
whistle for the second. Now, the
resol ution is adopted.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. |
t hought | heard Harrity sonmewhere
but -- the resolution is adopted.
Go Birds.

WIIl the Cerk please

read the title of the next
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resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
congratul ati ng the Overbrook High
School Grls Volleyball Teamfor
Wi nni ng the 2024 Anerican
Conf er ence Chanpi onshi p.

I ntroduced by Counci |l menber Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | nrenber Jones for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President.

It's also introduced by
t he coach, Menber Thomas. | nove
for the adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

All those in favor of
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the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng Phil adel phia's living
| egends during Black History Mnth
for their contributions to the
African American community and
their lasting inpact. Introduced
by Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | was waiting for this

one, Council menber Jones. This is
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a good one. The Chair recogni zes
Council man Curtis Jones for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you so nuch. These are living
icons. You wll know we're going
to get themin here before the
short nonth of February is over. |
nove for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w ||
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the

resol ution is adopt ed.
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WIIl the Cerk please --

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

(I naudi bl e) President Kenyatta
Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, sir.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
congratul ati ng Phil adel phi a Eagl es
quarterback Jalen Hurts for being
named Super Bow LI X M/P.

I ntroduced by Council nenber Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Jeffrey Young for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

Page 135

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 13/ 2025

2/ 13/ 25 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and the
whistle is the second. This
resol ution is adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted. Go Birds.

WIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution authorizing
t he Council Commttee on
Transportation and Public Uilities
to hold hearings to investigate the

potential |ocations of new
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intercity bus termnals in the Gty
of Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w ||
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the

resol ution is adopt ed.
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WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and cel ebrating the Lunar New Year
and the Year of the Snake in
honori ng Phil adel phi a's Chi nat own
as a vibrant, historical and vital
nei ghborhood in our Cty's fabric.
I ntroduced by Counci | nenber Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Brooks for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |
nove for the introduction of the
res -- | mean, for the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the

resol uti on be adopt ed.
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Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution celebrating
and recogni zing Al vina Brown for
her steadfast comm tnent to
communi ty and to her neighbors, and
for her advocacy to inprove the
|ives of people across the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a, on the occasion of
Bl ack History Month. |Introduced by
Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Brooks for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next

resol uti on.
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CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution celebrating
and honoring Maggie MCall for her
t enaci ous conm tnent to organi zing,
beautifyi ng and connecting with her
nei ghbor hood, i ncluding serving as
Bl ock Captain for 51 years and for
i mproving the lives of people
across Phil adel phia, on the
occasi on of Black H story Month.
I ntroduced by Counci | nenber Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The C erk recogni zes --
the Chair recogni zes Council nenber
Brooks for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and

properly seconded that the
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resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution celebrating
and recogni zi ng Sheila Hawki ns for
her insistence on the inportance of
comunity, her tireless efforts to
make t he spaces around her nore
beautiful, and her understandi ng
that unity is at the heart of
activism on the occasion of Bl ack

Hi story Month. Introduced by
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Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Brooks for a notion
on the resolution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
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read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privil eged resol ution honoring and
cel ebrating Sandra Murdock, whose
| ove for the people around her
nouri shes and uplifts the people in
spaces that she graces for
providing to her community, and for
her comm tnent to nentoring young
girls and boys across the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, on the occasion of
Bl ack History Month. |Introduced by
Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Brooks for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w ||
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution celebrating
and honoring Patricia Ford for her
tirel ess advocacy for her
community, her |ove for her
children and her devotion to
i mproving the lives of people

across Phil adel phia, on the
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occasi on of Black Hi story Month.
I ntroduced by Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Brooks for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w ||
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the

resol ution is adopt ed.
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WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution celebrating
and conmmendi ng N kki Bagby for her
st eadf ast devotion to using her
platformto positively inpact the
lives of youth and vul nerable
communi ties across the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, on the occasion of
Bl ack Hi story Month. |Introduced by
Counci | mrenber Br ooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Brooks for a notion
on the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

All those in favor w |
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signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on honoring and cel ebrating
Nat i onal Crossing Guard
Appreciation Day to highlight and
express gratitude for the critica
wor k that crossing guards do to
keep roadway connection safe and
I ntersection safe for all
I ntroduced by Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes

Counci | mrenber Brooks for a notion
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on the resolution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |
nmove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
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privileged resolution honoring and
t hanki ng the Phil adel phia Police
Departnent, the Philadel phia Fire
Departnment, the Pennsylvania State
Police, the National Transportation
Safety Board, the Federal Aviation
Adm ni stration, the Departnment of
Envi ronnental Protection, the
O fice of Energency Managenent, the
Pennsyl vani a Ener gency Managenent
Agency and the Anerican Red Cross
for their heroismand bravery when
respondi ng to the Nort heast
Phi | adel phi a pl ane crash on January
31, 2025. Introduced by
Counci | menber Driscoll on behal f of
Counci | President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you for your
| eader shi p, Council menber Driscoll.
The Chair recognize you for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  On
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your behalf, M. President, | nove
for the adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and honoring Royal (CGene) E. Brown

for his dedicated service to the
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Phi | adel phi a Gas Conmm ssi on.
I nt roduced by Counci | menber
Brooks -- | nean, Council nmenber
Driscoll. Excuse ne.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Driscoll for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
M. President, on behal f of
Counci | man Jones and | nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privil eged resol ution honoring and
cel ebrating the extraordinary life
of Alfred L. Dezzi and his
I nval uabl e contributions to public
service, environnental policy,
crimnal justice reform and
education, and expressing deep
gratitude for his enduring inpact
on the Gty of Phil adel phi a.
I ntroduced by Counci | nenber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | nrenber Bass for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you, M. President.
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| nove for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on shoul d be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further
resolutions in nmy possession.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That conpl etes our
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Cal endar for today.

Are there any speeches
on behalf of the Mnority?

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.

So before we leave City
Hal | today and get ready to
cel ebrate the Eagles, | want to
wi sh a happy birthday to
Counci | menber Kat herine G | nore,
Ri chardson and Ms. Dee Dee. They
share a birthday, so | did not want
to m ss wthout saying happy
birthday to them bot h.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
And | hope your birthdays are
filled with so nuch joy, the joy
al so that the Eagles brought this
city so I'mso excited about that.

And today | want to pay
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tribute to some of the unseen
sheroes in ny nei ghborhood in
Ni cetown. Sheil a Hawki ns, Sandy
Mur dock, N kki Bagby, Maggie
McCall, Patricia Ford and Al vina
Brown are all Black wonen who | ook
out for their neighbors, fight for
resources for young people, hold
our conmunity together deep for
decades, whether they were nentors
to me or sisters in the struggle.

Ni kki and | have been
together for many years. W have
kids that are adults and we have
kids that are children and we net
in the fight for quality public
education, and | want to make sure
that we give our flowers while
people are still living and not
wait until they're sick or unable
to receive it.

So one of the things |

just want to bring out about these
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dedi cati ons for wonen in Bl ack
Hi story Month and why | feel Ilike
it's so inportant is because these
unsung sheroes, every tinme we reach
out to themto be recogni zed, they
don't feel |ike they deserve it.
But these are the folks that are
taki ng care of our young peopl e and
our seniors, unpaid, unrecognized,
and they're doing it out the
ki ndness of their heart. And |
just want to nake sure when we're
in an era now where our history is
bei ng erased, that we need to neke
sure that we're uplifting and
putting people's nanes in the book
so they can nmake sure that they're
remenbered for years to cone.

So | just want to

cel ebrate these wonen that have
brought ne so nuch hope and
encouragenent in nmy comrunity and

hel p ne pave the way towards
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politics, even though that was not
the path when | cane into contact
wi th each one of these wonen.

And | also want to thank
Counci | menber Mark Squilla for
col l aborating with ny office on a
resolution to renane the 700 bl ock
of Market Street in honor of
Dr. Emma Chappell, the first Bl ack
woman to establish and run a bank
here in Phil adel phi a.

And you saw today | got
very enotional because | entered
politics very differently, and nost
folks didn't even want to talk to
me. And this is not shade, but a
| ot of people that were established
in politics wouldn't give ne the
time of day. And Dr. Emma Chappel
took her tine, we did breakfast
together. And she just hel ped ne
in a way that | cannot ever repay,

so her | oss was deep for ne.

Page 158

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

2/ 13/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES

And a tinme where her
funeral wasn't as it could be
because it was during COVID, so
|'ve been commtted to naking sure
that she's recognized at this tine.
Anot her thing, like |I have adm red
this woman since | was a snall
child growing up in Triunph Bapti st
Church when we created the credit
union and Dr. Janes S. Hall was
good friends with Jesse Jackson,
whi ch nmeans that Dr. Enma Chappel
and Jesse Jackson used to be in the
church with us all the tinme when ny
grandnmom ran t he kitchen.

And then fastforward for
me to be in graduate school and her
life was part of the study around
nmy business program And then
fastforward again for her to decide
to take nme on, you know, |ike a
person out of nowhere to help ne

navi gate these politics. So | am
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forever grateful for the tinme that
| had to spend with her, and |
still get very enotional because
she didn't have to do it and |'m so
honored that she chose ne.

And | al so want to say
t hank you to Joann Bell and Melita
Jordan who were her good friends,
and she kind of gave themto ne,
like ook after ny girls. So |
want to thank them for always
showi ng up and bei ng avail abl e for
me and to ne. So this is what it's
about, celebrating Black Hi story
Mont h.

And the other thing is
Wnen's History Month is where
we're going to kind of finally
finish this celebration for
Dr. Enmma Chappel | when the sign
goes up, so | look forward to that.

And lastly, | also have

a resolution today recognizing the
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Lunar New Year and to celebrate the
strength and resilience of our
Chi nat own community. And 2025 is
t he Year of the Snake which
synbol i zes wi sdom transfornation
and perseverance.

And this year we wl|
need all three, the w sdom of
hi storic communities |ike Chinatown
who know how to stand up agai nst
billionaires who are ready to stand
up to billionaires taking over the
federal governnent. The
transformation starts when we
listen to working fam lies and nake
| ocal governnment work for them and
t he perseverance to push through
chaos and distraction and stay
focused on a path forward to
Phi | adel phi a.

So | want to thank you
all for allowing nme in this nonment

to kind of celebrate first al
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t hese Bl ack wonen that nade ne and
keep nme grounded, and see you
tonorrow at the parade.
(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Go Birds. And | just
want to -- | think the remarks are
great and | renenber the | ate great
Emma Chappel | through ny nentor,
the late great Harley WIIlians.
And | renenber he had an account up
there off on Lancaster Avenue where
the United Bank used to be | ocated.
But also, I think it's
great in this body that the
Di strict Council nenber, the
Di strict Council menber who has the
prerogative of introducing
l egislation in his own District,
and he can and may not, based upon
his own prerogative, decide to
i ntroduce legislation to do a

street naming on behalf of Ms. Enma
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Chappel | and working in partnership
with his coll eague who represents
the Working Fam lies Party. And
so, | think it's great how we can
conme together to get stuff done.
That's denobcracy in action.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes, on
behal f of the Majority, the
gentl eman fromthe 4th Council manic
District, Big Bro Councilman Curtis
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you so nuch, M. President.

Ms. Bagby, North Philly
Ms. Bagby, who was part of the NAC,
Nei ghbor hood Advi sory Council, ny
j ob when I worked for OHCD was to
deliver newsletters to her and
ot her sheroes and heroes around
Phi | adel phia. And every tinme you

did so, you got a little piece of
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wi sdom given to you. If it was
not hi ng nore than, boy, tie your
shoes or keep your head up, it's
okay, kind of things that
encour ages young people to keep on
keepi ng on. So thank you.

Ms. Enma Chappel |, had
the opportunity to put a quarter of
a mllion dollars in her bank when
I was at the Phil adel phia
Conmmrer ci al Devel opnent Cor poration
and | was never so proud to nmake
that kind of deposit to try to nmake
t hat bank a success. But these are
little things and interactions that
you don't know are going to be
special until sonme tinme later in
the future. So relish them and
listen to themand take in their
wi sdom

Today | rise for two
reasons: Nunber one is to let

everyone know that on May 3rd at
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St. Joe's University at 10:00 a.m
the nmuch antici pated 14th Annual
Bl ock Captains Boot Canp wi ||
happen, and we want everyone to
mar K your cal endars.

This is a tinme for
educati ng the fundanental buil ding
bl ock of any good community, which
Is a block captain. They know nore
than we do and know it before we do
and we want to enpower them

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you so nuch. Wth all of those
secret nunbers that we as el ected
officials have, I'mgiving them al
out so that they can nake the
calls, so that many hands w || make
work few And | invite ny
col | eagues to cone out, as they
have in the past, to celebrate
t hat .

And the final thing is
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to update you on CPOC. W have
wor ked very hard. And | want to
shout out ny Legislative Director
Ms. Stack over there, who sat
through -- | sat through 12 hours
of interviews with these potentia
candi dates. Ms. Stack sat through
16 hours of interviews to try to
get from50 down to 5, and we have
done that.

It will be a public
hearing for themto be vetted by
the public, but then a resolution
wi Il be introduced so that ny
col | eagues can take a | ook at the
resunes that are being submtted so
that we can reinforce the work that
Is being done wth CPOCC. And we
want to keep our fingers crossed
and our mnds and souls in prayer
that the negotiations on the
contract go well allowing CPCC to

have investi gatory powers.
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Thank you,
M. President.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Counci | menber
Jones.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

First, | wanted to thank
t hose who cane to speak about ny
resol ution urging the federal
governnent to expand the Child Tax
Credit. As you heard today, it's a
critical tool that effectively
I nproves the econom c security of
mllions of |owto-noderate-incone
famlies with their children. And
just a rem nder, even if you earned
very little last year, file your
taxes to get this credit noney

back.
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Then | just wanted to
tell you that earlier this week |
visited Jefferson Health's David
Farber ASPIRE Center. For those
unfam |iar, ASPIRE takes an
evi dence- based approach to prevent
sui ci des, especially in the LGBTQ+
communi ty and especially anong our
yout h, by expandi ng i nnovative
research, clinical training and
evi dence-based | earning for
prof essi onal s and comunity
menbers.

The center is |eading
the way in lifesaving efforts for
those who are di sproportionately at
risk as queer youth, especially
Bl ack and Brown, queer and
transgender youth. As Trunp's
policies targeting vul nerable
communi ties including against the
LEGBTQ+ community becone nore

aggressi ve, we nust continue to
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uplift our organizations and
Phi | adel phi ans who are doing the
crucial lifesaving work to fill in
the gaps created by our federal
gover nnent .

| know there's a | ot of
fear and confusion in the community
right now, but |I'mnow taking this
day, the day before Valentine's
Day, to let you all know that |
| ove you. And that as the only
openly LGBTQ Council person, | have
your backs always. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | nrenber |sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Mor ni ng, Council President.

Real quick, so first of
all I want to thank ny col |l eagues

for some of the nobst anmazing
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resol uti ons between the people
that's being honored and the causes
that fol ks are advocating for. |
just think that despite all of the
things going on this week with the
Super Bowl and ot her issues across
the city of Phil adel phia, folks
still remain steadfast as it
rel ates to advocating for what we
know is best and as it relates to
novi ng Phi |l adel phia forward. So,
col | eagues, thank you all. It's
been a very productive Counci l
sessi on.

| just want to rem nd
everybody that February 18th at
1:00 p.m we will be having our
next hearing. W've been doing a
series of hearings around Vision
Zero, |l ooking at the hit-and-run
crisis, looking at issues rel ated
to infrastructure investnent,

| ooking at issues related to
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traffic and traffic congestion, and
that conversation will continue
next week.

So February 18th at
1:00 p.m right here in these
Counci | chanbers we w Il be having
our next Vision Zero hearing. W
| ook forward to the conversation.
And | want to say thank you al ready
to all of the people who agreed to
be a panelist, and thank you to ny
staff for coordinating this effort.

Last but not [ east,
Council President, | got to say
happy birthday to ny sister to ny
right. ['mnot going to enbarrass
her right now [I'll save that for
the parade tonorrow. But Happy
birthday, Sis. W |love you. W
appreci ate you.

And for the record,
especially to a |ot of the newer

Counci | mrenbers, what our Majority
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Leader does is long and far beyond
the call of duty. She does a | ot
for us as it relates to nenbers of
City Council just to nake sure that
we're on our job.

And | just want y'all to
know t here's no knock to other
peopl e who' ve been in | eadership in
the past, right, but it's just
simlar to what Council nmenber
Brooks said, giving her her flowers
whil e she can snell them So |
want to say happy birthday to ny
sis and thank you for all you do.

Thank you, Counci
Pr esi dent.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Happy bi rt hday.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank

you, M. President.
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So today | just want to
speak on sone things that |
I ntroduced today. So one, | want
to thank ny col |l eagues for passing
the resol uti on honoring Jal en
Hurts. Jalen Hurts is the ultimate
pr of essi onal , very hard-wor ki ng.
He al ways says the right things.
And | think that he is an excellent
sports role nodel for kids in our
city and in our region.

Today | al so introduced
a resolution calling for hearings
to expl ore opportunities for
intercity bus termnal. | think
that since we |ost our G eyhound
Station due to proposed
devel opnent, | think we | eave our
nost vul nerabl e popul ati on
literally out in the cold and in
the rain and in the snow because
there is no shelter for sone of the

nmost | owi ncone travel ers between
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cities.

And so, we need to
really explore where we can pl ace a
term nal because it is good for the
economcs of this city. And so, we
must we have to keep in mnd that
when we find a location for this
termnal, that it needs to be near
and have access to nmass transit and
public transportation here in our
city to be able to nove those
peopl e in and throughout our city
as qui ckly as possi bl e.

| believe that the
| ocation that we had was a perfect
location for it. Unfortunately,
now t hi ngs happen, but we will be
exploring those opportunities and |
| ook forward to hearing fromthe
public and all stakeholders on this
particul ar issue of our exploring a
new i nner city bus term nal.

And lastly -- not
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| astly, M. President. |'msorry.
| spoke on introducing |egislation
today. In the spirit of ensuring
that our laws are just and fair, |
introduced a bill that wll
prohi bit |andl ords from charging
| ate fees when the tenant has
| egal |y withheld or deducted rent
due to habitability issues.

So | want to thank ny
col | eagues, Council nenbers Brooks,
Landau, O Rourke and Driscoll for
sponsoring it. Essentially, we
have gotten calls, |'ve gotten
cal |l s about | andl ords charging fees
when a tenant has the |egal right
to deduct rent or to wi thhold rent
because of issues that are in their
units. They should not be charged
| ate fees for sonething they have
the legal right to do.

And | think in the

spirit of justice and fairness, |

Page 175

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

2/ 13/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES
think it's up to us on this
| egi sl ative body to advance
| egi sl ation that hel ps again sone
of the nost vul nerabl e popul ati ons
inour city. So | look forward to
wor ki ng with ny col |l eagues on
noving this |egislation forward.
And | ast but not | east,
to the residents of the Hunting
Par k nei ghborhood on February 19t h,
at 5:00 p.m, ny office will be
hol ding a neeting at Little Fl ower
Hi gh School, 1000 Lycom ng Street,
to discuss zoning remappi ng of the
5th District portion of the Hunting
Par k nei ghborhood. So |I'm advi sing
all residents to cone out, to |earn
about zoning, to |earn about your
community and | earn about how you
can hel p preserve sone of the
housi ng stock in your nei ghborhood.
So pl ease cone out to that.

Thank you,
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M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

So we'll do it jointly.
Al right. She's part of ny
| eadership team The Chair
recogni zes Counci | nenber Ci ndy
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

Just a couple of things
before we get to the other matter.
So the first thing is | wanted to
say happy birthday, Kathy G| nore
Ri chardson, ny good friend. Kathy
has --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  You know, Kathy is
really special to ne, and she knows
why. She really has left a mark on
me personally that | just really

have to thank you because | know
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that she did sonething for ne
really special. Thank you so nuch.
| | ove you.

One of the things about
City Council I was saying to
sonmeone earlier is that the hardest
thing about this job is that we
make it | ook easy, but we really
can't do this job w thout the
support and the help of people in
our community, in our nei ghborhoods
and those who work around us every
single day. And so, | wanted to
give a shout-out to all of the
fol ks who were recogni zed from
Ni cetown, fromnmny part of town from
8th District, and give them
recognition.

And | also wanted to
recogni ze and I want to say that |
know t hese | adi es and they are
really a force, |like they are not

to be played with. But | also have
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a list of people |ast week that we
honored in nmy District through
North Philly G vics, which is a
comuni ty- based organi zati on t hat
Kenny Thonmpson fromny office, he's
here sonewhere -- Kenny, wave --
has an organi zation called North
Philly Cvics and we've recogni zed
a nunber of people who aren't here
today, but | also wanted to shout
themout as well that we recognize
for the work that they do. Because
again, the work we do we can't do
wi t hout having boots on the ground,
and that's what they are.

And so, | wanted to

recogni ze Dol ores Kirkland, Hans E.
Gadson, Qui bila D vine, Regina
Smth, Vernotis Edwards, Robert
Bl ack, Keith Harris, WIIliam
Thonpson, Linda Robinson, Tiffany
Ful ton, Kevin Todd, Henry Hunter

from State Senator Sharif Streets'
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office, Charles Carn, our 13th Ward
| eader, Terry Gaskins, the one and
only Saudi a Shul er, Ruthie Brown,
Joyce Smth and Kevin Upshaw. And
so, all of these are the people on
the ground in North Phil adel phi a.

Sone are in the 8th
District. Some are in Council man
Jeffrey Young's District, but
they're just North Phil adel phi ans
that we wanted to reach out,
recogni ze and honor and say how
much we appreciate all of their
hard work. And thanks again to
North Philly G vics.

| also wanted to just
briefly nmention the resol ution that
| introduced today honoring and
cel ebrating the extraordinary life
of Alfred L. Dezzi and his
i nval uabl e contributions to public
servi ce, environnental policy,

crimnal justice reform and
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educati on, and expressing deep
gratitude for his enduring inpact
on the city of Phil adel phi a.

| f you knew M. Dezzi,
you knew he was a man who dedi cat ed
hi nsel f to maki ng Phil adel phia a
better place. H's conmtnent to
fairness, efficiency and i nnovation
shaped crimnal justice reform
envi ronnental policy and public
adm ni stration for two decades.

Al Desi's | eadership
transfornmed Phil adel phia's
recycling programinto a national
success, proving sustainability and
smart econom cs can co-exist. H's
I npact extended beyond City Hall to
state governnent and academ a,
where he nentored future public
servants nore than a policy expert.
Al Dezzi was a witer, a nentor and
a friend whose influence continues

to shape the city. W express our
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deepest gratitude to his famly for
his service and his | egacy.

And to his famly,
El eanor and Chris and all those
ot hers who we heard from today, we
of fer our appreciation for sharing
himwth us, and his work |ives on
t hrough the countless lives that he
touched. And we thank you, Al
Dezzi, and your city salutes you.

And t hose who know t he
Dezzi famly know that, you know
listen, they are true public
servants. And so, we wanted to
recogni ze them on that passing as
well. Wen | heard that A Dezzi
had di ed, he had passed away, there
was very little nention. |t wasn't
in the papers that | saw. It
wasn't well-known. And the famly
just carried on with their public
service, but | did feel l|ike I

wanted to recogni ze M. Dezzi for
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all of his hard work.

And | ast but certainly
not |east, M. President, again the
work we do is not possible wthout
t hose who support us and our
support staff. And, M chael Cook,
who we are | osing has been just an
i nval uabl e part.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMOVAN BASS: And
we | ove you, M chael. He has done
an outstandi ng job in hel ping each
and every one of us for years now.
And so, we just really want to say
t hank you. We wish you well on
your future journeys and nuch
success.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Let's give M ke anot her
round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Appreciate Mke. | got
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one nenber calling ne like, you
know, M ke called ne and I was
working with himat 1 o' clock in
the norning. And we appreciate
your hard work and dedi cati on,
M ke. Once a part of Team Johnson
al ways a part of Team Johnson. But
we need good hard workers |ike
that, particularly when it cones to
gover nnent .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber O Nei l | .

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL
Thank you, M. President.

| ve been through here
through a few Majority Leaders. |
guess peopl e know that, nore than a
few. They've all been great, but
Counci |l man Thomas is right. |
don't know if it's because she
spent 20 years preparing to cone
here as a nenber. But she didn't

just get it right, she gets
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everything really, really right,
and she's sonmething special. And |
just want to w sh her happy
bi rt hday and echo Council man
Thomas' remarks. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Happy Birthday, Majority
Leader.

| just ate ny piece of
chocol ate. She always | eaving sone
treats and gifts or text nessages.
| just ate ny chocol ate though.

But thank you, Majority Leader
G | nore Ri chardson.

And as nentioned and
echoed by everyone, we appreciate
your hard work and your dedication
and really taking your job
seriously as a Mpajority Leader, but
al so just your beautiful character.
And, you know, in this body of

politics, your yeses are your
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yeses, your nos are your nos and,
nost inportantly, your caring and
your conpassion is exenplifying who
you are. And so, keep up the good
work as wel | .

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  There are no nore
speeches. And with that being
said, as we prepare for the parade
tonorrow, the Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Curtis Thomas. But
before we say -- | said Curtis
Thomas?

Vell, at the Mayoral
| uncheon yesterday they called ne
Council President Street. |It's
sonething in the air right now.
But before | call on Council nenber
Thomas for a notion to adjourn, you
know, to all the listening public
that can't hear us, we want

everybody to enjoy thensel ves and
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have a good tinme tonorrow in al
seriousness.

It's atinme to celebrate
our Super Bow Eagles. But also as
Dr. N na Ahnmed tal ked about | ast
week, this is a tine where our city
has cone together irregardl ess of
your zip code, irregardless of your
et hni ¢ background. W truly are
united as a city during this nonent
and hopefully we can keep that
nonentum as we nove forward. But
al so, we want people to enjoy
t hensel ves in a safe manner
tonmorrow. And | can see this is a
ki ckof f for the whole weekend. And
al so Happy Val entine's Day weekend
for those that celebrate
Val enti ne's Day.

Wth that being said,
the Chair recogni zes Counci | mnenber
Thomas for a notion to adjourn.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
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2/ 13/ 25 - STATED - ADJOURNMENT
Thank you, Council President.

And shout-out to former
State Rep Curtis Thomas; is that
right?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That's right.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

Yeah, so that was your coll eague.
So --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: That was ny col | eague,
that's correct.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: -- |
got your back, Council President.
You know what | nean, great North
Philly man. And his son is a
triunphant man t oo.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Ch, yeah.

COUNCI LMAN THOMAS: So
we' [l continue that, Council nmenber
Phillips.

Wth that being said, |
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2/ 13/ 25 - STATED - ADJOURNMENT
make a notion that Council stands
adj ourned until Thursday, February
20, 2025 at 10:00 a.m sharp.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Counci
stand adj ourned until Thursday,
February 20, 2025 at 10:00 a. m

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
notion carries. Thank you very
much. And Go Birds.

(Stated Meeting

adj ourned at 12:15 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evidence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographi c notes taken by
nme in the foregoing matter, and that this is

a correct transcript of the sane.

v
(:\\!)ﬂ-¢k44khv/ (//ﬁjanh/utﬂ
TANEHA CARROLL

Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the same by any nmeans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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