Stated Meeting
02/ 01/ 2024

COUNCI L OF THE G TY OF PH LADELPHI A

STATED MEETI NG

Room 400, City Hall

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a
Thur sday, February 1, 2024
10: 00 a. m

PRESENT:

CAUNCI L PRESI DENT KENYATTA JOHNSON
COUNCI LWOVAN NI NA AHVAD

COUNCI LWOVAN CI NDY BASS

COUNCI LWOVAN KENDRA BROOKS

CAOUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL

COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER

COUNCI LWOVAN KATHERI NE 3 LMORE RI CHARDSON
COUNCI LMAN JI M HARRI TY

COUNCI LMAN CURTI S J. JONES, JR
COUNCI LWOVAN RUE LANDAU

COUNCI LWOVAN QUETCY M LOZADA
COUNCI LMAN BRI AN J. O NEI LL

COUNCI LMAN NI COLAS O ROURKE

COUNCI LMAN ANTHONY PHI LLI PS

COUNCI LMAN MARK F. SQUI LLA

COUNCI LMAN | SAI AH THOVAS

COUNCI LMAN JEFFREY YOUNG

M CHAEL A. DECKER, CHI EF CLERK

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 01/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

2/ 1/ 24 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good norning, everyone. | note that
the hour has cone and that a quorum
of this Council is present. The
Council wll cone to order.

Menbers will take their
seats. Visitors will retire to
their seats outside the rails.

Bef ore proceeding, | wll ask al

those present to please set your

cell phones to silent or vibrate.
Thank you.

To give our invocation this
norni ng, the Chair recognizes
Br ot her Mohammed Shariff of Center
City Mosque, also a resident in the
2nd Councilmanic District. He is
here today as the guest of
Counci | renber Mark Squill a.

I wll ask all nenbers and
guests to pl ease ri se.

(Counci | nenbers and guests
rise.)

MR, SHARI FF: Good norni ng.
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You don't have to rise just yet. |
was going to give a little |I guess
I ntroduction before the invocation.

| just want everyone to know
sonething, that | really love the
Cty of Philadelphia. | love this
Cty. | truly love the Cty. |
woul d not be who | amtoday w thout
the Gty of Phil adel phia.

I | ove the wonderful people
here, the wonderful organizations.
| love the wonderful facilities that
this Gty has offered ne so nuch.
wasn't born here. | wasn't even
rai sed here. | settled down here
about 11 years ago upon narrying ny
wife and | live very close to the
hi storical YMCA on Christian Street.
In fact, that is where | net
Kenyatta Johnson.

Anot her reason why | |ove
this Gty is because it is opento
the worship of God. Specifically,

it's open to houses of worship and
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2/ 1/ 24 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
nosques and churches and synagogues.
And in Arabic we call a npbsque a
masjid. And this is why | |love the
Cty of Phil adel phi a.

See, you have to know
sonet hing. My great-grandparents
are froma land that was col oni zed
by the United Kingdomand it caused
a lot of ethnic cleansing and raci al
di visions. And unfortunately, that
raci al tension and discrimnation
| ast until today.

And that resulted in and it
unfortunately does result in the
denolition of nosques. And that's
what mllions of Muslins have to
deal with in that land called India
today. But we're still blessed that
in this blessed city we have the
freedomto have a house of worship,
to have a church or a synagogue or a
nosque, and ot her people don't have
t hat .

And |'mso grateful to be
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2/ 1/ 24 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
part of this City of Philadel phia.
Even really, really holy | ands,
every nosque i s being destroyed.
Every hospital has been destroyed to
t he point where any remmants of
being Muslimor Islamis being
renoved. But here in Philadel phia
that's not permtted.

In fact, you enjoy other
religions and we have the freedomto
do that. You know, several weeks
ago at the United Muslimlslamc
Center in South Phil adel phi a,
unfortunately due to sone ignorant
people it was desecrated and
vandal i zed. But Kenyatta Johnson
stood up. He made it clear that in
the Gty of Phil adel phia houses of
worship were to be safe and
pr ot ect ed.

And real quick, Council man
Squilla told nme to tell everybody
this story. See, in Center Cty

Phi | adel phia there are thousands of
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Muslinms that work and |ive here, but
there is not one single nosque in
Center Gty Philadel phia. And
that's what we live with every day.

However, when the St. John's
Church on 12th and Market | earned
that we had no nosque, they offered
us to use the back of their church,
a room to assenble for Friday
prayer, and we've been doi ng that
for 10 years. They have been so
hospitable to us, allowing us to
have our Jummah or Friday prayer,
communal prayer together.

And know ng that we were
| ooking for a property, Brother
Howard Bernstein, a Jewi sh friend of
ours introduced me and net ne at his
property on 1320 WAl nut Street, and
I let himknow that us Muslins are
| ooking for a place to build and to
pray and to worship.

He | ooked at ne and he had

tears because he realized there was
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2/ 1/ 24 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
no nosque in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. He said to ne, 1']
sell it to, Mhammed, for an
af fordable price so that maybe you
can buy it and start a nosque and
bring sone hope to people who are
hopel ess living on the street.

And hope is what Council man
Squilla said is what peopl e need.
Hope is the establishnment of these
houses of worship in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Hope is |ike the
Center Gty Msque, and it wll give
it. And guess what, 19 days ago on
January 12th God bl essed us with the
opportunity to purchase that
property. So how beautiful is this
Cty?

(Appl ause.)

MR. SHARI FF: How beauti f ul
iIs the Gty of Philadel phia, the
City of Phil adel phia, the Cty that
I love and the one that you work

for. In this beautiful Cty of
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Phi | adel phia with all of the strife
that's going on in the world, a
Musl i m who has been renting a room
froma church for nore than 10 years
nmeets a Jewi sh store owner who sells
hi m his property at an affordable
price. Al this is done by the
grace of God.

Now, in |slamwhen we begin
to recite the Quran, we say
Bi sm |l ahir Rahmanir Raheem which
means in the nanme of God, the nost
merciful, the nost beneficent. And
it said in Chapter 57, Verse 25 God
says, (Arabic translation) which
nmeans, | ndeed we sent our
nmessengers, we sent our messengers
with clear proofs and with them we
sent down the scripture and the
bal ance of justice so that people
may adm ni ster the justice.

When God says that he sent
down the nessengers, he's referring

to all nessengers; Abraham Mbses,
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2/ 1/ 24 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
| shmael , Noah, Jacob, Mihammad.
Peace be upon them all.

He sent them down and then
he sent down the scripture, the
books and the skills. The skills
mean the skills or the bal ance of
justice. He sent these things down
so that people will stand for
justice and as people of faith who
foll ow nessages of God, | rem nd you
respectfully that we cannot all ow
prejudi ces or our vices to get in
t he way.

We cannot al |l ow our own
desires for worldly gain to prevent
us to do what is right. W cannot
all ow our fears or the | obbying
efforts of other people to prevent
us to do fromwhat -- to prevent us
fromdoing what is just, especially
t he bel oved Counci | nenbers here
today. Those who are entrusted to
govern soci ety nust be those who

stand for justice.
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So in Arabic, the word dua
nmeans invocation. And | begin our
I nvocation today wth, Al praises
and thanks are due to our creator,
our nurturer, our provider of all
t hi ngs.

Oh Lord, we thank you for
the countl ess bl essings that you
shower upon all of us. W thank you
for every neal, every piece of
clothing and every breath of air
that we take. Qur Lord, please help
t he peopl e of Phil adel phia and the
peopl e around the world. Onh Lord,
we see the tornment, the killings,
the nurder and the bullets flying
across this Cty and across the
wor |l d, and we beg of you to provide
a ceasefire, a cease to all that is
I nhumane, a conplete stop to the
treachery.

Ch Lord, we see our fellow
brothers and sisters in this Cty

and across the world occupi ed by
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2/ 1/ 24 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
drugs, occupi ed by addiction,
occupi ed by depression and occupi ed
by evil people. W pray, our Lord,
to end this occupation of all people
and all places and please replace it
with safety and peace.

Qur Lord above the heavens,
we pray for the Gty Council menbers
Kenyatta Johnson, Mark Squill a,
Jaime Gauthier, Curtis Jones,
Jeffrey Young, Quetcy Lozada, G ndy
Bass, M chael Driscoll, Katherine
G I nore Richardson, Anthony
Phillips, Brian O Neil, N na Ahmad,
Rue Landau, |saiah Thomas, Jim
Harrity, Kendra Brooks and N col as
O Rourke. Make these City
Counci | nenbers one that are brave
and strong and speak the truth.

Make this Cty Council one
that works today for not a speci al
interest but for all interests, and
protect those, our Lord. Protect

those who are poor, those who suffer
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from nmental sickness and physi cal
illness. Gve aid to the refugees.
Provi de an ease to the w dows and
protect and provide ease to the
or phans.

| amthe (Arabic
transl ation), which neans, Onh God,
pl ease give us good in this |ife and
the hereafter, and pl ease protect us
fromthe fire.

Amen. Thank you so nuch.

(Amen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair thanks Brother Shariff for
hi s invocation.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Council wll be at ease.

(Counci|l at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The next order of business is the
approval of the Journal of the
neeti ng of Thursday, January 25,

2024.
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2/ 1/ 24 - STATED - APPROVAL OF JOURNAL

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove that the Journal of
the neeting of Thursday, January 25,
2024 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the Journal of the
neeti ng of Thursday, January 25,
2024 stand approved.

Al'l those in favor w |
I ndi cate by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the Journal is
approved.

The next order of business

is request for | eaves of absence.
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And the Chair recognizes
Counci | menber G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of the Majority,
there are no requests for |eave of
absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recognizes

M nority Leader Council nenber Brooks

for request for |eaves of absence.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Thank

you so nuch, M. President.

On behal f of the Mnority,
there are no requests for |eave of
absences today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
G lnore Richardson for a notion
concerning certain | egislative

matters that may arise during the

course of today's session of Council

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
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that were not listed on the Cal endar
circulated prior to today's session.
COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President.
| nove that any of the
followng matters, if considered
t oday, nay be added to the agenda
for this session of Council and, as
requi red by | aw, subsequently
publ i shed on an anended agenda after
the consideration of those matters:
resol uti ons authori zi ng heari ngs,
resol uti ons taking substantive
action to be voted on in this
session, a notion to withdraw a bill
or resolution that is not on the
Cal endar and a notion placing a
resolution on or returning a
resol ution fromthe Suspension
Cal endar that is not listed on
t oday' s Cal endar.
The purpose of this notion

is to provide the public with notice

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
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concerni ng possi bl e actions by
Council that arose too late to be
I ncl uded on the Cal endar that was
publ i shed prior to today's session.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Is there a second?

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the legislative matter
stated by Council nenber G I nore
Ri chardson nay be added to the
agenda for today, should those
matters arise during the course of
this session of Council

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the notion

carri es.

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
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The Chair wll dispense wth
the regul ar order of business to
recogni ze guests and visitors
joining us in the chanbers this
norning. On behalf of all nenbers
of Gty Council, | welcone you to
our Council session. W appreciate
your taking the time to join us as
we attend the legislative affairs of
our great city. W certainly invite
you to come again.

At this tinme, the Chair
recogni zes Counci | mrenber G | nore
Ri chardson who will present a
resol ution honoring the African
Anerican Children's Book Project on
t he occasion of its 32nd Annual
African Anmerican Children's Book
Fair.

Wul d Vanesse LI oyd- Sganbat i
and those conpanying her please join
the podium Al so joining
Counci | mrenber G I nore Richardson

wi |l be Councilman Squill a,

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
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Counci |l man Driscoll, Council man
Phill'i ps, Council man Jones,
Counci | woman Gaut hi er, Counci | man
Thomas, Councilman Harrity,
Counci | man O Rour ke and
Counci | mrenber O Neil | .

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so rnuch,

M. President.

It is certainly ny hunble
honor and privilege to continue in
our pre-pandemc tradition and al so
in the tradition of my nentor,
former Council menber Bl ondell
Reynol ds-Brown to present the annua
resolution to the African American
Children's Book Fair.

So we're honoring the
African American Children's Book
Project on the occasion of its 32nd
Annual African American Children's
Book Fair, whereas with the reported
double digit illiteracy rate in

Phi | adel phia, the need never ceases
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to draw attention to the urgency of
giving children access to the books
that wll enpower, enrich and
enlighten themon their literary
journey. If you can't read, you
can't succeed.

The African Anmerican
Chil dren's Book Project understands
that a literate population is a
wor ki ng goal -ori ented popul ati on,
thus benefiting all. And whereas
the African American Children's Book
Project, which was founded in 1992
by Vanessa Ll oyd- Sganbati -- give
her a round of appl ause.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: WAs created to pronote
and preserve children's literature
written by and about Bl ack
Anericans. To achieve these
efforts, the African Anerican
Children's Book Project coll aborates

wth authors, illustrators,

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
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publ i shers, book sellers, educators,
| i brarians, consuners and corporate
entities conmtted to pronoting
literacy.

Books can change |i ves,
especi ally when young readers see
their images in the reading materi al
and whereas the African Anerican
Children's Book Project understands
that reading is a persona
experience, and access and choice
are one of the hallmarks of their
pr ogr anm ng.

Their stellar youth prograns
I ncl ude book fairs, book signings,
wor kshops, | read to See Me program
author, illustrator and virtual
i nschool visits. Educating
consunmers on trends, resources and
youth literature, guidance on
establishing hone |ibraries and
advocacy initiatives to pronote
Bl ack Anerican children's literature

around the world and whereas the

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
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wor k of the African Anmerican
Children's Book Project is in
response to nunerous studies that
show that children who read outside
of their normal school coursework
tend to excel in other aspects of
their lives.

The African Anerican
Chil dren's Book Project enphasizes
in their prograns for children
preschool to young adult the
I nportance of not only giving
access, but al so giving choice of
what they read, books that w |
nouri sh and encourage themto seek
greater opportunities in life.

The African Anmerican
Children's Book Fair is that
destination to achieve this goa
and --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Wher eas
the African Anerican Children's Book
Fair is one of the ol dest and

| ar gest single day events for

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
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African Anmerican chil dren books in
the country, with an average yearly
attendance of nore than 3500. It is
a true book fair that brings
nati onal award-w nning authors and
illustrators for children from PreK
to young adult to Phil adel phia.
These presenters, Anerican Library
and New York Tinmes best-selling
authors and illustrators, they are
the stars of the book industry that
have produced sone of the best books
of our generation and --

MR. DRI SCOLL: And whereas
rich or poor, no one |eaves
enpt y- handed, as the books
thensel ves are priced to the |eve
where they are nore affordable. The
| egendary literary row gi ves away
free-of -charge posters, booknarks,
postcards and resource information
on literary trends.

The Educat ors Book G veaway

program al |l ows teachers and

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
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librarians to receive free books of
our guest presenters to use in the
cl assroomor libraries and --

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Wher eas Vanesse Ll oyd-Sganbati is
the founder and CEO of the African
Anerican Children's Book Project.
As a literary consultant, she is a
much sought-after expert on trends
on diverse books and how to
I ncorporate these books into hones,
schools and libraries. She created
t he book fair because she believes
that all children should have access
to books that reflect their inmages.

Wth the book fair nowin
its 32nd year, it is clear that
Ll oyd- Sganbati's vision continues to
resonate around the world. Vanesse
Ll oyd- Sganbati's effort has put
Phi | adel phia on a literacy map as an
i nportant destination for children's
books. The organi zation's virtual

events have attracted a gl oba
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audi ence.

The 2021 Annual Book Fair
attracted 3,000 viewers from Rone,
Pari s, London, Al bania, Botswani a,
London and the four corners of the
United States. Many want to cone to
Phi | adel phia to see literary magic
at work in person and --

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: \Whereas each year to
kick off Black H story Month, the
African American Children's Book
Proj ect honors people in the
comunity who open the pages of
books and keep the literary flanes
abl aze not only in Philadel phia but
across the country.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Whereas this year's book fair wll
hi ghl i ght i ndi vi dual s who' ve nade
contributions to literacy either
fromthe witten word or as
corporate partners and --

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: \Wher eas

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
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Derrick Corbett is an award-w nni ng
radi o executive who serves as the
Seni or Vi ce-president of Progranmm ng
for iHeart Media Phil adel phia, which
he oversees seven different radio
branches, which serve a variety of
different varieties and cultures
within the Del aware Val |l ey area.
D.C., assuming that's you?

MR. CORBETT: That's ne.

(Laughter.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: As he is
commonly known, his reputation is
one of the nost respected and
I nnovati ve programmers in the
country by working in nultiple
formats with nmultiple genres and
overseei ng an anomaly of prestigious
tal ent.

Corbett, also D.C., has
spent the last 20 years of his
t hr ee- decade career programr ng sone
of the nost influential urban

stations in Anerica, and for the

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
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| ast 12 years have been at the helm
of the nationally recognized
power house WDAS- FM and WUSL- FM Power
99 in Phil adel phi a.

He's an active nmenber of the
Phi | adel phi a Chapter of the
Recordi ng Acadeny as well as being a
BIMaffiliated menber. Corbett is a
graduate of North Carolina A&T,
HBCU, State University and --

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Aggi e Pride.

MR. CORBETT: Aggie Pride.

(Laughter.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Aggi e Pri de.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Wer eas
St ephani e Mays Boyd has over 30
years of experience in the
hospitality industry. She currently
serves as a nenber of the Senior
Managenent Team as Director of Sales
and Marketing with ASM at the

Pennsyl vani a Conventi on Center
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Aut hority.

Mays Boyd provi des
| eadership to the dynamcs --
provi des | eadership to a dynamc
sal es and service team by creating
sound strategies that yield $7
mllion of revenue to the City
yearly. She is an active |eader,
vol unt eer, phil ant hropi st,
fundrai ser and contributor to the
communi ty of Phil adel phi a.

She places a high I evel of
Interest and contributions with
nonprofit and academ c organi zations
t hat advocate the welfare and
advancenent of wonen, diversity and
i nclusion, children, youth and arts
and --

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Whereas d enda Armand is the author
of over a dozen books for children.
Her books highlight the achievenents
of African Anericans both fanous

such as Frederick Dougl ass, Love
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Twel ves Mles Long, and little known
i ke Blind Tom Wggi ns and August us
Jackson, the subject of Ice Cream
Man: How Augustus Jackson Made a
Sweet Treat Better.

G enda was born in New
Ol eans and raised in Los Angel es,
whi ch she wote about in her book,
Al'l Aboard the Schooltrain: A
Little Story fromthe G eat
M gration. She has had a | ong
career as a teacher of
preki ndergarten through 8th grade
and as a mddle and hi gh school
i brarian. These roles have
prepared her as a second act as an
aut hor of children's books.

G enda feels that through
her witing she's still teaching and
instilling in children a lifelong
| ove of reading. This is a dream
conme true and --

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Wher eas

Shawn Marti nbrough is the author of
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How to Draw Noir Com cs: The Art
and Techni que of Vi sual
Storytelling, published by Penguin
Random House, and an Ei sner
awar d- nom nated arti st whose
proj ects include Batnman/Detective
Com cs, Luke Cage Noir, the Bl ack
Pant her, Hel |l boy, Promnethee 13:13
and Thi ef of Thieves, the graphic
novel series co-created with Robert
Ki r kman.

Shawn is the witer of Red
Hood for D.C. comcs. H s two-part
story features the Gotham Gty
nei ghbor hood of the HiIl, which
I ntroduces new characters to the
Bat man uni verse. Shawn is co-aut hor
of Judge Kimand the Kid' s Court.
It's going to be Judge Sadie by the
time it gets to ny granddaughter. A
new children's book series from
Sinon & Schuster and is the arti st
of Like Lava in ny Veins, the best
selling kid' s book with
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awar d-w nni ng aut hor Derrick D.
Bar nes.

Shawn created story boards
and the art for Netflix Bl ood
Brot hers Docunentary and for M ke
Tyson: The Knockout. He is a Vanity
Fair contributor and Shawn's art
wor k has been showcased at the
prestigious Society of Illustrators
in New York and --

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Whereas the free 2024
African American Children's Book
Fair will take place on Saturday,
February 3, 2024 live in person at
t he Pennsyl vani a Conventi on Center,
and whereas Council has no doubt
that this year's iteration of the
book fair will neet all the lofty
expectations inspired by its history
of excellence. W encourage all of
our Gty residents, young and old
ali ke, to discover for the first

time for once again the wonders to
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be found in the pages of a good
book.

Now, therefore be it
resolved by the Council of the City
of Phil adel phia that we hereby honor
the African American Children's Book
Project on the occasion of its 32nd
Annual African American Children's
Book Fair and further resol ve that
in gross copies of this resolution
be presented to the African American
Chil dren's Book Project further
evi denci ng the sincere respect of
this legislative body. Thank you so
much.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Vanesse Ll oyd-
Sganbati for remarks.

M5. LLOYD SGAMBATI: Thank
you so nuch, Katherine. | renenber
the first tinme | got this award.

You were -- the resolution. You

were an intern, and this is a full
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circle nonent for nme. President
Kenyatta Johnson, | want to

acknow edge that and a dear friend
of mne, Chris Sanple who was

i nstrunmental in making sure a | ot of
t hi ngs happened for ne here in Gty
Counci I .

My Council man Curtis Jones,
| got himon speed dial. You know,
I"ma constituent. You know the
kind I'mtal king about. And | also
want to acknow edge Ci ndy Bass,
Kendra Brooks, Jam e Gauthier and
Ant hony Phillips. Anthony Phillips
was an intern many noons ago at the
African Anerican Children's Book
Fair.

And every tine | see himor
hear about someone like him | know
that the future is bright for this
City of Philadel phia. |If you ever
have any doubt that the future is
not bright, conme to the book fair.

Li nes w apped around the corner.
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There's no singing and danci ng.
It's all about books. Parents cone
buy arm oads of books to refurbish
their hone |ibraries.

But | also want to
acknow edge here because it's very
i nportant for ne the people who' ve
been a very inportant thread of the
tapestry of the African Anerican
Chil dren's Book Project which
produces the African Anerican
Children's Book Fair, Derrick
Corbett. He is Philly-bred now |
li ke to say because he's been here
| ong enough that we own him

But if he should wite -- if
you want the playbook on how to be a
success and have integrity but also
defined by kindness, generosity and
t hought f ul ness, his enpl oyees are
here. Patty Jackson, Lorraine
Ballard Morrill and | see Frankie
Darcel | sonmewhere in the -- oh,

strai ght ahead in the mx, taking
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time out of their busy day to cone
to support him [I've known himfor
28 years and he never changes. He
is a kind, thoughtful person and
that's how I define himabove
everything that he's acconpli shed.
St ephani e Boyd, when they
said to me, Conmunity Coll ege, who I
adore, we have outgrown the space.
| didn't know what we were going to
do in the mdst of COVID and they
said we couldn't doit. | picked up
t he phone and called ny soror
St ephani e Boyd. And she said, No
problem we're in the big house now
| magi ne a Bl ack wonan created
sonething and we're at the
Pennsyl vani a Convention Center
because the peopl e who cone needed
t he space. They needed the
visibility and they needed the
access.
Reading is a very inportant

part of ny life. | wake up in the
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norning fromthe beginning to the
end, I'mon the phone with
publ i shers asking for books that
refl ect our i1images, begging authors
and illustrators to conme. And this
year all the major stars who have
won awards for the Anmerican Library
Association will be in Philadel phia.

And you know what's really
good? The kids when they cone in
t he door, they get a free book. Not
a book like -- we call them dunpster
books in the industry, but a book
that reflects their inmages. And the
person who wote and illustrated the
book is there. [|magi ne what that
owner shi p neans.

I was listening to Shawn
Marti nbrough and his description of
the things. He's known as the King
of Black comics. | nean, this guy
is huge in the com c book worl d.
And of course, | want to cl ose out

and nention this wonderful book that
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G enda Armand wote and it's really
fascinating. It's called The Ice
Cream Man: How Augustus Jackson made
a Sweet Treat Better.

Do you realize that he was
9 years old, a freed person who went
to the Wiite House at 9 years ol d.
He's working in the kitchen serving
the Presidents of the United States.
W know a lot of 9 year olds. This
man was freed. He ended up being
one of the richest Black nen in
Phi | adel phia. Most of us don't know
that story, and this is why | do
what | do.

He cul tivated nodern day ice
crinme. Some of us renenber when we
used to put salt to churn that ice
cream This was his invention. And
one of ny favorite ice creans, mnt
chocol ate chip, he created it, okay.
So this is the reason why | do what
| do, because these are stories that

need to be told. So when our kids
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are out there, they can | ook up and
they can say, |I'mpart of a
generati on of people who brought
sonething to this country.

And | end this by saying a
book opens up a world of
opportunities. Wenever | think of
where | began and where I am now, it
was al ways about readi ng sone book
or sonmething. |'mas confortable on
t he Chanps-El ysées as | am wal ki ng
down Broad Street.

And | end this because |
remenber the first tine | cane to
this mc. Anna Verna was the City
Council President. 1o faccio bene

tutti, sperianp ci vedi domani.

Now, y'all want to know what | just
said. | said, | want to thank
everyone and | want good will and |
will see you tonorrow

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Council wll be at ease.
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(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The next order of business is
comuni cations. The Chair requests
that the Sergeant-at-Arns deliver
t he messages fromthe Mayor to the
Chi ef d erk.

The Chief Cerk will read
the nessages fromthe Mayor.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nenbers of the Council
of the Gty of Philadelphia, |I am
transmtting for the consideration
of your honorable body, a resol ution
appointing Elizabeth Wods to the
Board of Directors for the Ad City
Speci al Services District; and

A resol ution appointing
Louis Tice to the Board of Directors
for the Add Gty Special Services
District; and

A resol ution appointing Paul
Levy to the Board of Directors of

the Center City District, all under
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certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. The nessages will be
printed in the Journal.

The Chief Cerk will please
read any our communi cations he has
in his possession.

CH EF CLERK: | have none,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The next order of business is the
I ntroduction of bills and
resol utions.

The Chair recognizes
Counci I man Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Thank
you, Council President.

| have no bills or
resol utions for introduction.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,
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M. President.

Today | offer one privileged
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Cerk will read the title of the
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privil eged
resol uti on recogni zing February 2024
I's Career and Technical Education
Month in the Cty of Phil adel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council President.

Today | offer five bills and
one non-privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Cerk will please read the
titles of the bills and resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
amendi ng Section 14-702, of The
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Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Floor
Area, Height, and Dwelling Unit
Density Bonuses," to add
requi renments related to the use of
paynments in |lieu of building
af fordabl e housing to receive floor
area, building height and dwelling
unit density bonuses; and anmendi ng
Section 14-533, entitled "/MN,
M xed | ncone Nei ghbor hoods Overl ay
District," to add requirenents
related to the use of paynments in
| ieu of building affordabl e housing;
and

An ordi nance submtting
Title 19 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Finance, Taxes and
Col | ections, by addi ng a new Chapter
19- 4600 entitled, "Low Il ncone Tax
Provi sions," providing for the
refund or forgiveness of real estate
tax liability of certain | owincone
residents attributable to real

estate tax i ncreases and i ncreases
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in the assessed val ue of the
t axpayer's honestead; and

An ordi nance anendi ng
Chapter 9-1100 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled "Fair Practices
Ordi nance: Protections Agai nst

Unl awful Discrimnation," to clarify
and enhance protecti ons agai nst
housi ng di scrim nation for housing
assi stance program partici pants; and
An ordi nance providing for
the subm ssion of the qualified
electors of the Cty of Phil adel phia
of the proposal set forth in a
resol uti on approved by Counci
proposi ng an anmendnent to the
Phi | adel phia Hone Rule Charter
provi ding for mandatory annual
appropriations for the Housing Trust
Fund; and
An ordi nance anendi ng
Section 21-1600, entitled "Housing
Trust Fund."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The following bills read wll be
referred to the appropriate

comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on proposing
an anendnent to the Phil adel phi a
Honme Rul e Charter, further providing
for mandat ory annual appropriations
for the Housing Trust Fund. This is
for referral to commttee.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The follow ng resolution read wl |
be placed on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, col | eagues.

| have two resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Cerk will read the titles of

t he resol uti ons.
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CH EF CLERK: A privil eged
resol ution authorizing the Commttee
on Legislative Oversight to hold
hearings to investigate the GCty's
progress on its carbon neutrality
goals to neaningfully participate in
the planet-wde effort to mtigate
the effects of gl obal warm ng; and

A privileged resol ution
honoring the |ife and | egacy of
Charisse MG I, founder of Lokal
Artisan Foods, for her enduring
dedi cation to the Cty of
Phi | adel phia as a busi nesswonan and
or gani zer.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The follow ng privileged resol utions
will be placed on today's Final
Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
Counci |l man Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

| have three resol utions and
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one bill.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Clerk will please read the
titles of the bills and resol ution.
CH EF CLERK: An ordinance
anending Title 14 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Zoning

and Planning," to create a
di stinction between hospitals and
al cohol or substance use
rehabilitation facilities; and

A privileged resol ution
aut horizing the Gty Council
Comm ttee on Public Health and Human
Services to hold public hearings to
explore the effects of recent Rite
Aid and pharmacy closures in
Phi | adel phi a, understand the inpact
this has on prescription access and
vital pharmacy health services for
senior citizens, and exam ne the use
of urgent care centers to fill the

void in prescription care; and

A privileged resol ution
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aut hori zing the Joint Cty Counci
Comm ttees on Public Safety and
Public Health and Human Services to
hol d hearings investigating the
mappi ng out of trauma centers across
the Gty and how they are sel ected
when transporting shooting victins;
and

A non-privileged resol ution
al so nam ng the 1200 Bl ock of North
58th Street "Waverly B. Wodson, Jr.

Wy . "

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The followng bills read wll be
placed on -- the following bills
read will be referred to the

appropriate commttee. The
follow ng privileged resolution wll
be placed on today's Final Passage
Cal endar. And the follow ng
non-privileged resolution will be

pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
for consideration at our next

sessi on of Council.
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The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President -- good
nor ni ng, Council President.

No bills or resolutions
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Quet cy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you, Council President.

Today | offer one
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIlIl the Cerk please read the title
of the resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol uti on
establ i shing the Kensington Caucus
to represent a united legislative
front in addressing the crisis in
t he Kensi ngton area.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session of
Counci | .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  CGood
norni ng, M. President.

On your behalf, | offer one
non- privil eged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIll the Cerk please read the title
of the resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resolution for
referral appointing Paul Levy to the
Board of Directors of the Center
City District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session of
Counci | .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Kendra Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President.

| have no bills or
resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President.

| have one privileged
resol ution today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the title
of the resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng and
supporting the recognition of
February 2024 as Anerican Heart
Mont h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on

today' s Final Passage Cal endar.
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The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Nicol as O Rour ke.
COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Thank
you, Council President.
| have nothing to introduce.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
M ke Squi -- Driscoll.
COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Council President, | offer one
privileged resolution and two bills.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
titles of the bills and resol ution.
CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
to anend t he Phil adel phia Zoni ng
Maps by changi ng the zoning
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and within an area bounded by
Sal nron Street, Ontario Street,
Ri chnond Street and Westnorel and
Street; and
An ordinance to amend the

Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Maps by changi ng
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the zoni ng designations of certain
areas of land located within an area
bounded by Hol ne Avenue, Acadeny
Road and WIlits Road; and

A privileged resol ution
cel ebrating a Lunar New Year in the
Cty of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The followng bills read will be
referred to the appropriate
commttee. The privileged
resolution wll be placed on today's
Fi nal Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber O Nei l I.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:
M. President, thank you.

| have no bills or
resol uti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Mar k Squi l | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank

you, M. President.
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| offer one bill and two
resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Cerk please read the
titles of the bill and the
resol uti ons.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
to anend t he Phil adel phia Zoni ng
Maps by changi ng the zoning
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated within an area bounded
by Wod Street, 4th Street, Vine
Street and Law ence Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resolution for
referral appointing Louis Trice to
the Board of Directors for the Add
City's Special Services District;
and

A non-privileged resol ution

for referral appointing Elizabeth
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Wods to the Board of Directors to
the Od Gty Special Services
District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
These resolutions wll be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session of
Counci | .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President.

| offer two resolutions, one
privileged, one non-privil eged.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Oerk please read the
titles of the resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on authorizing the
Phi | adel phia Gty Council to hold
heari ngs and neetings investigating
st op- and-go establishnents that

vi ol ate restaurant |iquor |icense
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requi rements and further dimnish
the health, safety and well-being of
the surroundi ng community.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
the nonprofit Half A MIlion Kids to
bri ng awareness to children Iiving
in the foster care system and ways
Phi | adel phi a can work
col l aboratively to help find
per manent hones for foster kids.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber N na Ahnmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  Thank
you, M. President.

| have one privileged
resolution to offer.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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WIIl the Cerk please read the title
of the resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng Pioneering
Econom st and Professor Dr. Bernard
E. Anderson on the occasion of Bl ack
Hi story Month.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

There being no reports from
comm ttees today, the next order of
busi ness is the consideration of the
Cal endar .

As there are no bills on the
First Readi ng Cal endar, the Chair
recogni zes Counci |l nenber G | nore
Ri chardson for the purpose of
calling up resolutions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endars.

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Thank you,

M. President.

The follow ng resolutions is
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being called up for the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage today:
Nos. 240032, 240033, 240034,
240042, 240045, 240048, 240049 and
240050.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Before considering these
resolutions, we will consider public
comment as follows: Your public
comrent nust concern matters on the
Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endar for possible action at
today's Council session.

Al |l speakers must sign up in
order to testify. |If you have not
al ready signed up for today's
sessi on, please do so now by giving
your nane to the Sergeant-at-Arns at
the table to ny left. Once you have
signed up, you wll be called in the
order in which your nanme appears on
t he sign-up sheet.

Under ideal circunstances,

public comenters will each have
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three mnutes to speak. However,
this tinme limt may vary from
session-to-session. Today the tine
limt will be two m nutes based upon
the significant nunber of

I ndi viduals who will be commenting
on certain resolutions that are
presented before us today.

In order to be fair to al
those wishing to speak, | intend to
hold faithfully to the two-m nute
limt. Wen you begin speaking, you
will see a green light on the
podium \Wiere there are 30 seconds
remaining to your tinme, the |ight
will turn yellow which is your
rem nder to conclude your remarks.

Once the two m nutes has
passed, the light will turn red and
the Sergeant-at-Arns will disconnect
the m crophone. At that point,
pl ease yield the podiumto the next
speaker if you have not already done

so. | also reserve the right
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pursuant to our rules of Council to
limt repetitious comments on the
same matter.

I will now ask the Chief
Clerk to please read the nane of our
first speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The first
speaker today, M. President, is
Cam|le Bell.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Pl ease cone to the m crophone and
gi ve your comrents.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. | wll ask the Chief
Clerk to please read the nane of our
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The speaker is
Cam|Ile Bell, commenting on 240042.

M5. BELL: GCkay. | am here
I n support of the inplenentation of
140 reconmmendations for the
Bl ueprint for a Safer Phil adel phi a.

There's a reconmendati on there
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specifically for Philly youth. |
wanted to share a personal story.

My son, 10 years old, has
been participating in a nonprofit
community soccer team The entire
time we've been on the soccer team
his coach has been trying to get us
a full field bill to be our homne
team W practice now at 12th and
Canbria. Rebuild canme to Fotterall
Square just four blocks away. |'m
sorry. Qur teamcane to quite a few
neetings for a rebuild. Qur coach
Is so well connected that he had
I nvestors who would pay for the
field to be built in conjunction
with the Cty.

| don't want to use ny ful
time beating a dead horse, but
Fotterall Square used $3.9 mllion
wi th Rebuild and we were not heard
and will continue to struggle for a
home fiel d.

Under this sane agenda item
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I'"d like to produce a reality, the
poverty-to-prison pipeline taking
the route of illiteracy. 52 percent
of Phil adel phians are functionally
illiterate and that's cited fromthe
Read by 4th website. Meaning, they
can barely read bills, job
appl i cations or homework
instructions for their children.

| don't know about you but
if | could not read, | would be
frustrated in this world. Wth
illiteracy rates this devastating,
that trickles down to our youth.
I[lliteracy leads to feeling
wort hl ess or depressed. Conti nuing
on this poverty-to-prison pipeline,
if you are the child of an
illiterate parent that can barely
provide in this Cty wth a facade
of wealth, you will feel hopel ess or
wort hless. So why would this child
not care -- the child would not care

to participate in violence in this
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Cty.

So let's address the need
for Phil adel phians to have an
af fordabl e and free nental health
care because | believe we are in a
nmental health state of energency.
kay. Thank you for allowng ne to
speak.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next
speaker is John Kroner.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The John Kroner.

(Wtness approached podi um)

CH EF CLERK: Conmenting on
240032.

MR. KROMER: Good norni ng.
Thank you for the opportunity to

speak with you today. |'m John
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Kromer. As sone of you know, | was
Phi | adel phia's Housing Director
during the Rendell Adm nistration.
I was al so office neighbor for the
Counci| President nmany years ago at
Fels Institute of Governnent.

| have sonme witten
testinony which 1'd like to share
with you. It's inregard to
Resol uti on 240032, and it describes
my concern about the need for a
| arge anmount of capital to address
Phi | adel phia's critical affordable
housi ng problens. This need is
wel | -docunented and there are no
resources currently available to
address it at this scale, which is
needed to really resolve this issue.

Set - asi des for devel opers,
new bond i ssues, 1 nfusions of
federal and state funding are not
going to work or are not going to be
sufficient. Instead the approach

that |'m proposing is a nodification
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of the 10-year tax abatenent, it's
sonet hing that Council already
approved during the pandem c years
to fund rental assistance. And |'m
proposing that this be instituted as
a permanent policy.

I have included an exanpl e,
an illustration of how this would
work with respect to a Center City
Condomi ni um devel opnent. |' m not
tal ki ng about just |everaging the
fundi ng for one condom nium or one
row of houses. |[|'mtalking about
everything that receives a tax
abatenent. |If we're tal king about
equi t abl e devel opnent, this is a way
to fund affordabl e housing. It
won't cost the City any funding and
it's an approach that can be
i npl emented this nonth. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next
speaker is Queen Judith Robi nson
commenting on 240042 and 240045.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. ROBI NSON:  Good norni ng.
Queen Judi th Robi nson here speaki ng
on the aforenentioned bills or
resolutions. M good friend here,
Sergeant-at-Arns, is circulating
t hat bookl et, the book that | would
like all of you to make sure that
you take a photo of because | would
like you all to have a copy of that
book.

So Black History 365, Bl ack
Lives Matter, let's prove it, you
all. W need to have know edge of
ourselves. It wll help us get our
m nds right and prepare for the
future. As | watched our elected
officials on Martin Luther King Day
preparing kids at Grard Coll ege, |
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t hought to nyself | wish | was
there. | would have been able to
say to all of you all, we're seeking
prevention. Prevention in North

Phi | adel phi a.

As | ook at this bill,

Bl ueprint for a Safer Phil adel phia,
| purchased this book over

20- sonet hi ng years ago, the first
time | heard you all talk about a
bl ueprint for a safer Phil adel phia
when poor Faheem Childs, that young
man, was nurdered at Peirce School .
And we clainmed as a Bl ack community
we woul d never see that happen
agai n.

Since that tinme until now,
nore of our children under 18 years
old are dying, and then they're
asking for their body parts at these
trauma centers. It's unfortunate
truly. W, Black children, nostly
are cannon fodder for this nadness.

Congressnman Dw ght Evans was
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the Appropriations Chair all those
years ago, and we prom sed our
comunity a blueprint for a safer
Phi | adel phia. So when | hear that
now all these years later, it's
unfortunate. |'mhere in the spirit
of Clara Baldwin in North Philly,
she said, Don't change your address,
address the problem That's why |I'm
here every tine. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next
speaker is Reverend Chris Ki mrenez.

(No response.)

CH EF CLERK: Reverend Chris
Ki mmenez conmmenting on 240042.

(Wtness approached podi um)

REVEREND KI MVMENEZ: Good
nor ni ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Good nor ni ng.
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REVEREND KI MVENEZ: |'mthe
Reverend Dr. Christopher Ki mmenez.
I'"'mthe Executive Director of
Heal i ng Conmunities PA and the
Associ ate Pastor for Social Justice
at the People's Baptist Church in
West Phil adel phia, and I'malso a
resi dent of the 2nd Council manic
District, speaking in support of
Counci | mrenber Jones' resol ution, the
Bl ueprint for a Safer Phil adel phi a.

The Blueprint is full of
I deas that are currently working al
over our city and in conmunities
nati onwi de maki ng huge stri des
towards safer communities. Talks
about fully funding education and
endi ng the school -t o-prison
pi pel i ne.

Tal ks about the relationship
bet ween poverty and race and
crimnal justice. Talks about
really investing in nmental health

and trauma and re-entry and
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acknow edges the role institutional
raci sm has played i n oppressing
conmuni ti es.

It tal ks about the use of
credi bl e nessengers. In short, it
tal ks about neeting needs instead of
just nmeasuring risk. Last year for
the first tine we saw a mmj or
i nvestnment in our communities. And
as a result, we saw a 21-percent
drop in gun violence and hom ci des
of violent crine. It was the
| argest single year drop in history
and we did it wth 300 | ess cops.

W need to continue that
i nvest nent, not change course. Many
of us are here because we support
the Blueprint and its approaches
rather than returning to
occupati onal broken w ndows
policing. W agree that the root
cause of crinme is poverty. W agree
when you invest in communities and

give themthe resources they need,

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 01/ 2024

69

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

2/ 1/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
crime goes down.

We agree that people make
better decisions when they have
better opportunities. Affluent
comuni ti es have been doing this for
years. They spend | ess noney on
cops and crimnal justice because
t hey spend nore on jobs and
hospitals and libraries and rec
centers and parks and school s.

But when it cones to our
communities, historically the Gty
has invested el sewhere. This
Blueprint if we actually follow it
and fully fund it shows the world
not only that 2023 wasn't a fl uke,
but it creates a noral budget that
shows the world that Phil adel phia
puts people and conmunities above
power and profit. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next

speaker.
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CH EF CLERK: The next
speaker is Reverend G eg Hol ston.
comrenti ng on 240042.

(Wtness approached podi um)

REVEREND HOLSTON: My nane
IS Reverend Gregory Holston. |I'm
standing here as a co-facilitator of
the 57 Block Coalition and al so
standing with those who have rallied
today for a safe Phil adel phia. |
stand here in support of the
Bl ueprint for a Safer Phil adel phi a.

In particular, | want to
lift up the area of trauma. | was
talking to one of our credible
nmessengers who goes on the streets,
and he tal ked about the story of a
young man that had been bulli ed,
t hat had been victim zed, that had
been fearful for his life. And that
person, that young person, decided
to pick up a gun to protect hinself.

And as he was protecting

hi rsel f, he shot sonebody. And when

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 01/ 2024

71

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

2/ 1/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

he shot sonebody from what the story
is, he felt a sense of power that he
never had in his life. Qur young
people are telling us over and over
this lack of power in their life or
agency or control over their life is
a driving factor why they are
shooting, and it is those who have
been victim zed who are the nost
likely to be the ones who are
shoot i ng.

The public defender told you
| ast year, many of you |ast year
when she testified, she said 81
percent of the people that they
represent for shooting sonmeone have
been victins of crine in violence
t hensel ves. Trauma is at the center
of this. Yet we still spend 13.5
mllion on comunity gun violence in
this Cty, and we have cone here
several tinmes over the |ast six
years and |'ve shared with you $100

mllion has to be the base | evel of
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what we're tal king about. And al
over the country they're spending
nor e.

In New York City right now
they're spending half a billion
dollars. W know what to do.
Trauma's at the core. This church
right now that has a trauma center
that they're spending out of their
own noney to deal with all of the
trauma they' ve been experiencing in
that community and they reach out to
the Gty for financial support and
t hey' ve got none because they said,
we don't give noney to churches for
t rauma.

W got to change. W have
to change. And | believe all of you
here can help us do that. Thank you
so much.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next

speaker.
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CH EF CLERK: The next
speaker is Ri keyah Lindsay
comrenti ng on 240042.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. LI NDSAY: For the
record, ny nane is R keyah Lindsay,
and |'mhere to stand in support of
Resol uti on 2400042, specifically as
it relates to the inplenentation of
things |ike ending the
school -to-prison pipeline, providing
services for re-entry, nental health
servi ces and nei ghbor hoods of deep
poverty, safe spaces in conmunities
for young people, and there was a
young person who neant to be here
today. However, they did not have
their ID. And so, I'mgoing to read
a statenent on behalf of that young
person.

Hello. My nane is -- |I'm
Ri keyah Li ndsay representing, and
Annal ee Martinez and Annalee is a

yout h advocate -- she is a part of
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t he Youth Advocacy Program fell ow at
t he Juvenile Law Center. Juvenile
Law Center advocates for rights,
dignity, equity and opportunity for
yout h.

W work to reduce the harm
of child welfare in the justice
system limt their reach and
ultimately abolish themso all young
peopl e can thrive. Young people in
t he Youth Advocacy Program | earn and
engage in policy advocacy, nedia
outreach and public educati on.

Youth build | eadershi p and
storytelling skills, gain political
knowl edge and create a community
with their peers. Annalee wanted to
be here today to show her support
for investing in comunities, not in
systens. Annalee feels that to show
their support for investnent in
communi ties, we should invest in
things that will help youth thrive,

help themto stay in their
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nei ghbor hoods, schools and around
support for systens -- out of
systens.

When Annal ee entered the
child welfare system she | ost
contact with her adopted famly,
relatives and friends. They did not
have a place to place her, which | ed
her to enter into the justice
system It created nore problens
for her later dowmn the line. So
being in a child welfare system and
the juvenile |l egal system nmade her
educati on experience even harder.

She shouldn't have had to
experience that, but so nmany ot her
youth al so have to. And so, we want
to see City Council and those who
have power invest in prograns that
hel p youth stay out of the streets,
prograns that help youth | earn
skills and staff professionals that
invest in them prograns that care

about the well-being of children.
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And so, that's ny tinme. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next
speaker i s Ogbonna Hagi ns commenti ng
on 240042.

(Wtness approached podi um)

MR. HAG NS: (Ogbonna Hagi ns
speaki ng on 240042. |'m opposed to
it, absolutely opposed to it. You
may ask, well, why are you opposed
to this? This is about naking
Phi | adel phia safer. But in 2021,
there was a Roadmap to Safer
Communi ti es.

Counci | menber Jones, | think
that was yours. And structural
racismand inequality are at the
root of gun violence so why are we
tal ki ng about prograns, why are we
tal ki ng about nonprofits. Wy

aren't we tal king about addressing
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what your report said is the driver
of crinme and viol ence and gun

vi ol ence.

What, are you scared? Are
you afraid to address the very real
I ssue that has been facing the
Anerican Freednman aka Afro Anerican
comunity just about forever? And I
think that it's very inconsiderate
for people not to be paying
attention. O course, you know, we
got our technol ogy, but we can pay
attention and not be on our cell
phones whil e our constituents are
tal king to us.

And all |I'"msaying to you
very calmy and cooly, all these
ot her prograns that you're talking
about obviously are not going to
wor k and they haven't worked in the
past. But have you addressed
structural racisnf? Have you
seriously addressed poverty and have

you seriously addressed unenpl oynent
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and underenpl oynent? So do what you
have to do, but don't lie to the
peopl e and say that you' re agai nst
gun vi ol ence, you want to stop gun
vi ol ence and your report says that
structural racismis at its core and
you're not dealing with structural
racism You're actually a part of
the problem and you're actually
practicing structural racism by not
even addressing this issue. Have a
great day.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Lynn Landis
comenting on 2400042.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. LANDIS: Good norni ng.
My name is Lynn Landis of
LynnLandi s. com and
safestreetsphilly.org. There are

many parts of Resol ution 2400042
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Bl ueprint for a Safer Philadel phia
t hat deserve the public support.

However, there was no
menti on of rescinding Philadel phia's
sanctuary city designation, which
has encouraged the trafficking of
drugs and people into the Cty, nor
was there any nmention of the Police
Departnent's failure to enforce the
| aw or the District Attorney's
failure to prosecute certain types
of crinmes. Al three of which have
led directly to an aval anche of
crimnal activity in the Gty.

The reported crinme rate in
Phi | adel phia is alarm ngly high, but
that rate would be even higher if
the District Attorney and the police
woul d do their job. Please consider
taking the foll ow ng actions:
First, demand that the District
Attorney enforce |local, state and
federal laws. Second, educate the

police. Certainly, the Gty should
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hire nore police, but the very real
problemis a cultural of conplacency
where the police routinely refuse to
Issue civil violation notices or
make arrests so that the sanme people
show up, usually the nentally-il
and drug-addicted i n nei ghborhoods
harassi ng resi dents and busi nesses
day- after-day, nonth-after-nonth,
year - after-year

Third, educate the public.
Bot h property owners and tenants
have a | egal right and
responsibility under Gty | aws
Titles 9 and 10 to maintain their
si dewal ks and to keep them cl ear of
crim nal behavior and prohibited
conduct .

The public only has the
right of easenent to pass by, but
not to sit, stand or otherw se
occupy a sidewal k. Most people are
unaware of their rights, and the

City should issue a public service
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announcenment and education materials
for a public safety awareness
program

In closing, it is not
conpassionate to allow crine to go
unchecked or for people to live on
the street in an unsafe, unsanitary
and uncivilized situation for all
concerned. Thank you very nuch.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: M chelle
Arnmstrong comenting on Council woman
Gl nore Richardson's CTE Month
resol ution.

M5. ARMSTRONG  Good
nmorning. My name is Mchelle
Arnmstrong and the Executive Director
of the Ofice of Career and
Techni cal Education at the School
District of Philadelphia. | want to
publicly thank Council nenber G | nore

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 01/ 2024

82

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

2/ 1/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

Ri chardson for her introduction of
today's resol ution recogni zi ng CTE
Mont h.

The School District offers
CTE progranms in 43 occupati onal
areas, often leading to
I ndustry-recogni zed credentials or
certification in addition to the
student's high school diploma. CTE
courses offer our students the
ability to get specific, practical
and professional skills. That can
mean the difference on a coll ege
application or to fast-track into a
first job.

W al so want to thank the
Counci | mrenber for her unwavering
support of her CTE students,
especially her 1egislation which
supports themin their journeys to
be enployed with the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. W further want to

t hank Council for its commtnent to

our CTE prograns and for recogni zing
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t hei r val ue.

Qur students are
better-equi pped for their future
careers to nake their dreama
reality because of your support.
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next
speaker is Tina Jackson.

(No response.)

CH EF CLERK: Tina Jackson.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Wanda Wl ker
conmmenti ng on 240033 and 240034.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. WALKER: Good nor ni ng,
beautiful people. M nane is Wanda

Wal ker and |'m here for Bills 33 and
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34. | plan on com ng every Thursday
because ny passion is generationa
weal th, and 1'"mgoing to continue to
ask Gty Council to figure out a
better way to distribute properties.

I"'mnot really for or
against Glnore's 33 and 34 because
| didn't see the property recently
to know whether it's sonething that
coul d be given back to the famly.
| was here on your last two
Thur sdays and | asked the sane
thing. | don't want to nmake it
sound like I"mconplaining. 1'd
rat her sound |ike soneone who's
gi vi ng suggestions or ideas.

Please find a way to give
back property to the famlies who
have | ost these properties because
nost of the properties in the Land
Bank are fromentangled titles or
not being able to pay taxes, but
these are properties that were paid

for in full, soneone paid a nortgage
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for 30 years and then paid taxes for
40 or 50 years, and then their
famly lost it.

So please find a way before
you just give it to PHA. | was here
the last two Thursdays of the year,
and now here | amagain. And every
single tine | conme here you're
giving land away to PHA, which is
not hi ng but a developer. So | don't
care if it's a private or public.

It belongs to the famly who | ost
it, and they should be given an
opportunity to regain that property
before you all just give it away.
Thank you very nmuch. Have a nice
day.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
| just want to clarify for the
record that Bill Nos. 240033 and
240034 whi ch was just spoken on are
sponsored by Council woman Jam e

Gaut hi er .
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W1l the speaker please
call -- will the derk please cal
t he next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next
speaker is Renita MIler commenting
on a resolution introduced today by
Counci | mrenber Ahnmad.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. MLLER Hello. I'm
Renita MIler. | amhere on behalf
of the Wharton School at the
Uni versity of Pennsylvania. W want
to express our appreciation to
Counci | renber N na Ahmad and express
support of the privileged resol ution
recogni zi ng the extraordinary
contributions of Dr. Bernard E
Ander son, Wiitney M Young, Jr.

Prof essor Eneritus at the Warton
School at the University of
Pennsyl vani a.

Dr. Anderson was the first

African American to achieve tenure

as a full professor in the second
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ever appointed to the Warton School
faculty. A nationally acclai nmed
econom st, Dr. Anderson's
unparalleled commtnent to elimnate
econom c inequality in his tirel ess
efforts to bridge racial divides in
Anerican economc |life have nmade a

| asting i nmpact on our community, the
City of Phil adel phia and beyond.

H s | egacy is inspiring and
one of excellence, dedication and
public service. Thank you again for
t he esteened recognition of
Dr. Bernard's incredible
contributions. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Gerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Avigail M| der
comrenti ng on 240045.

(Wtness approached podi um)
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M5. MLLER  Good norning.
My nane is Avigail Mlder and | |ive
i n South Philadel phia. In response
to Bill 240045 on appointing Chief
Et hics O ficer, | believe that one
Is -- okay. | believe that one is
sorely needed given the unethi cal
set of events transpiring at the FDR
Park due to Council's failure to
properly authorize themvia
or di nance.

Counci | renber Ahmad, |
attended the Pro-fields rally on
Saturday and heard your ringing
endorsenent of artificial turf nade
from pol yet hyl ene fibers as safe and
PFAS-free. \Wether it is derived
fromcorn or petroleum the
resulting material is the sane,
pl asti c.

The manufacturing process of
the grass lays is the sanme, which
means that the turf you're talking

about contains toxic PFAS. You
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said -- you quote, "Checked all the
specifications of the material," but
that is not an independent
toxicology report. That is what we
want, specifically the total organic
fluorine test as recomended by the
EPA.

Wiy can't the Federal Park
Conservancy even nane the
manuf acturer of this nystery
nontoxic turf? W need proof, and
we would Iike to see this proof
bef ore the so-cal |l ed Conservancy
destroy over 40 acres of wetl ands,
meadows and cl ear-cuts dozens of
i rrepl aceabl e heritage trees.

The problemis this, you
can't prove it exists because it
doesn't. As Dr. Kyla Bennett who
di scovered PFAS in turf says, "There
are no brands that are PFAS-free.
That is just a lie." Council nmenber
Ahmad, you're being lied to.

Council, you are all being lied to
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and it's going to cost children's
lives. We've seen it with |ead.
W' ve seen it wth asbestos and
we'll see it with PFAS.

The notion that there is
sone mracle turf that wll fly in
here |i ke a magi c carpet and nmake
all our dreans cone true is a tota
fantasy. Let's be ethical, not
irresponsi ble. Leaving a toxic
| egacy to our children, that's not
ethical. Risking our kids' health,
that's not ethical. Council nenbers,
| urge you to do the right thing.
Pause the plan at FDR  Thank you so
much.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: WIIl the Cerk
pl ease call the next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next
speaker is Dr. Bernard Anderson.

(Wtness approached podi um)

DR. ANDERSON: | am - -

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Good day, Dr. Bernie.

DR ANDERSON: | am
Dr. Bernard E. Anderson, Eneritus
Prof essor, Witney M Young of
Econom cs at the Warton School,
Uni versity of Pennsylvania. And I
want to thank Council woman N na
Ahmad for nomnating nme to be
recogni zed on this occasion.

Let me say that | ama
nati ve Phil adel phi an, born and
reared in South Phil adel phia, 15th
and Christian where | grew up in a
f emal e- headed, three-story rowhouse.
I will say that God lifted nme from
t hat background to the hi ghest
| evel s of higher education, of
public service and | eadershi p of one
of the nation's major philanthropic
f oundati ons.

The opportunity to nake
remarks on this occasion, in fact,
made ne feel |ike a nosquito in a

nudi st canp. There was so mnuch
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there ny heart didn't know where to
begin. But will begin at the
begi nning and say that | was
i nspired by ny widowed nother. M
father died in an autonobile
acci dent when sone nenbers of the
famly were going to Atlantic City.
| was 2 years old. | do not
remenber ny father. M nother never
remarried. She raised ne and ny
br ot her Kenneth alone in a house
t hat was headed by ny nother, ny
grandnot her and ny aunt.

But | wll say this,
M. Council President, | was
inspired by the nen in that D strict
that you had recogni zed as the
Doctor's Row i n South Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Bl ack Doctor's Row.

DR. ANDERSON: Yes. And we
will be in touch with you to
recogni ze that area for another --

but let ne go on because | don't
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want to exceed the two-mnute limt.
| have been fortunate to serve not
only as a nenber of the faculty of
t he Wharton School, sone say is the
west point of Anerican capitalism
but also as Assistant Secretary of
Labor, a Senate-confirnmed position
in the dinton Admnistration. |
was al so an econom c advisor to
Jimry Carter during the 1976
canpai gn.

| held the senior |eadership
position in the Rockefeller
Foundati on, but through it all | had
as ny objective understandi ng and
finding a way to elimnate raci al
I nequality in American econom c
life. 1 have witten widely on this
I ssue. And Council man Young, ny
District Council man, knows of the
work that |'ve done in this area.
And | will continue on this path.

| don't teach anynore -- by

the way, one of ny students was
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former Mayor M chael Nutter. He
graduated 1979. He did a good job
in class. He didn't nmake an A, but
he did very well anyway. And | wll
continue despite the fact that |I'm
not teachi ng anynore -- Eneritus
prof essor does not teach -- | wl|
continue to work hard to nmake

Phi | adel phia a great city to |ive,
wor k and pl ay.

And so, | thank the
Counci | woman very much for her
gracious recognition for nme on Bl ack
History Month and | wish all nenbers
of the Council nuch success in the
wor k that you have to do. Thank you
and good- bye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, Dr. Anderson.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIlIl the Chief Cerk please call the
next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next
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speaker is Kayla Perez comenting on

240033.
(Wtness approached podi um)
M5. PEREZ: M nane is
Kayla. First, | would |ike to thank

t he Council nrenbers who have had the
courage to call for a ceasefire in
Pal estine. | encourage the Council
to add an energency addition to
today' s docket to pass a permanent
ceasefire resolution both in
Pal esti ne and Yenen.

In Decenber, the Wrld
Heal th Organi zation estimated it's
about one child every 10 m nutes.
That's about one child every four
speakers. In the strip as big as
our city and doubly densely
popul ated, Gaza has had at | east
30, 000 bonbs dropped on them since
Oct ober, and 1, 000 nore peopl e have
been sl aughtered since the
i nternational port of justice found

that acts conmtted by Israel and
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Gaza appear to be capable of --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Ms. Perez --

M5. PEREZ: -- falling
within the provisions of the --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Ms. Perez --

M5. PEREZ: -- genocide
convention. This is absolutely
related to as Phil adel phia has a
di rect hand in funding --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Can you speak on the topic of the
actual bill and resolution, which is
240033 which refers to the Land Bank
and District Council 3 so --

M5. PEREZ: | think that
anything that has to do with noney
wi t hi n Phil adel phia has to do with
calling for a ceasefire as we have a
direct hand in funding. The
internationally banned white
phosphor us bonbs droppi ng on them

The Pennsyl vani a Treasury Depart nent
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has about $56 million worth of
| srael war bonds. As of --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch, ma'am

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIlIl the Chief Cerk please call the
next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next
speaker is Miuti A A am GOsagbord --
Csasbord.

(Wtness approached podi um)

MR. OSASBORD: My nane is
Mute A. Ajam GOsasbord, and he just

butchered nmy name, like unreal. |'m
here to tal k about Resolution -- |et
nme get this correct -- 240042. 1It's

by Brother Curtis Jones,
Counci | renber Jones. Now, this was
just dropped in ny lap like 20

m nutes ago and | just canme on deck.
I want to tal k about not necessarily
the resolution, though | do want to

tal k about the resol ution, but I

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 01/ 2024

98

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

2/ 1/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
want to tal k about Brother Curtis.

The brother is a man of
integrity and he's a genui ne
article. | just cane hone from out
of the penitentiary, and a | ot of
the things that this resolution
tal ks about will curtail or feed or
help a | ot of the problens that we
have in this Gty.

Sonme of the things I
hi ghl i ghted that he pointed out was
like creating a safe corridor
program creating a hel ping hand
rel ease programfor the sisters and
brothers that's com ng hone, exam ne
firearmrestrictions, reducing
retail theft, ensuring wtnesses
rel ocati on, exam ning drugs, | don't
really know what that's about,
I ncreasing the closure rate of
hom ci des, definitely a nust,
supporting Phil adel phia's youth and
instituting the Promse Initiative.

| don't know what the Prom se
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Initiative. But prayerfully,

Brother Curtis, you can give me sone
of that and | can digest it and work
with you on what you doi ng.

But what sticks out to ne in
this resolution is it says, Brother
Curtis is calling for the | eadership
of the Gty of Philadelphia to
I npl ement over 140 reconmendati ons.
The next steps found in the
Bl ueprint for a Safer Phil adel phi a.
The fact that this body hasn't done
so is disgraceful. It is absolutely
di sgraceful .

And if we're going to solve
problens in this Gty, we have to
have a holistic approach and keep
droni ng on and on about gun viol ence
IS not going to be successful. It's
going to be |ike the proverbial dog
chasing its tail. The nunber one
formof violence in this Cty is
donestic violence. WIlIl, that says

my time is up. It was a pleasure
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and | ook forward to working with
t hose who are sincere about sol ving
the problens. Hotep.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her speakers today, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That concl udes today's public
comrent peri od.

W will now consider the
resol utions on the Second Readi ng
and Fi nal Passage Cal endars. W]
the Clerk please read the title of
Resol uti on No. 240032.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
approvi ng the 2023-2024 Nei ghbor hood
Preservation Initiative Program
St at enment and Budget, which
addresses the expenditure of $150
mllion by various agencies in the
third year of the Nei ghborhood
Initiative Program

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
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Jam e Gauthier for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you, M. President.

On your behalf, | nove the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title for Resolution No. 240033.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution

aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
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Bank to di spose of 5906 Market
Street and 5908 Market Street
| ocated in the 3rd Council manic
District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | woman
Jam e Gauthier for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be

adopt ed.

Al in favor will signify by

sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The ayes have it, and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

WIl the derk please read
the title of Resolution No. 230034.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phi a Land
Bank to di spose of 4320 and 4322
Lancaster Avenue |located in the 3rd
Council manic District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | woman
Jam e Gauthier for a nention on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, M. President.

I nove the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll

signify by saying aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 240042.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
calling on the | eadership of the
Cty of Philadel phia to inplenent
t he over 140 recommendati ons and
next steps found in the Bl ueprint
for a Safer Phil adel phia, such as
expandi ng the Safe School Corridor
Program ensuring wtness
rel ocation, creating a hel pi ng hand
program examning firearm
restrictions, reducing retail theft,
exam ni ng drones, increasing the
cl osure rate of hom ci des,
supporting Philadel phia's youth and

instituting the Promse Initiative.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Curtis Jones for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

| nove for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 240045.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
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aut hori zi ng the appoi ntnent of a
Chief Ethics Oficer for the Counci
of the Gty of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Rue Landau for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Thank
you, M. President.

On your behalf, | nove for
t he adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it, and the resol ution
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I s adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of Resolution No.
240049 -- let nme go back.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of Bill No. 240048.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
renam ng the 10900 bl ock of Kirby
Drive "Tony Caruso Way" in
recognition of his decades of
service to the Far Northeast
Phi | adel phia conmunity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Brian O Neill for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly

seconded that the resol ution be
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adopt ed.

Al those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

WIl the derk please read
the title of Bill No. 240049.

CH EF CLERK: The resol ution
aut hori zing requests to the Law
Departnent to represent City Counci
i n appeal s from deci sions of the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Board of
Adj ustnent, and if the Law
Departnent declines to render such
services to Gty Council,
aut hori zing the retention of outside
counsel to provide such services.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
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C ndy Bass for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President.

On your behalf, | nove for
t he adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair -- will the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.

240050.
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CH EF CLERK: A resolution
renam ng the 2900 bl ock of 22nd
Street "Ray Murphy Way" to honor Ray
Murphy for his tireless service to
the North 22nd Street community.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Cindy Bass for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. President.

I nove for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The ayes have, and the resolution is
adopt ed.

WIl the derk please read
any additional resolutions on the
Fi nal Cal endar today.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
recogni zi ng February 2024 as Career
Techni cal Education Month in the
City of Phil adel phia introduced
today by Council nenber G| nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
G I nore Richardson for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,

M. President.

| nove the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly

seconded that the resol ution be
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adopt ed.

Al those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol ution authorizing the Commttee
on Legislative Oversight to hold
hearings to investigate the Gty's
progress on its carbon neutrality
goals to neaningfully participate in
a planet-wide effort to mtigate the
effects of global warm ng introduced
t oday by Council nenbers Thonmas and
Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Thomas for a notion on the

resol uti on.
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COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Council President. Thank you
to ny co-sponsor.

I nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
has been adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol ution honoring the life and
| egacy of Cherisse McG I, founder
of Lokal Artisan Foods for her

enduri ng education to the Cty of
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Phi | adel phi a as a busi nesswoman and
organi zer introduced today by
Counci | mrenber Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Thomas for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption of
the resolution, and I'll be maki ng
remarks on the floor about it.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The ayes have it, and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol ution authorizing the Gty
Council Commttee on Public Health
and Human Services to hold public
hearings to explore the effects of
recent Rite Ald and phar macy
cl osures in Phil adel phia, understand
the inpact this has on prescription
access and vital pharmacy health
services for senior citizens, and
exam ning the use of urgent care
centers to fill the void in
prescription care introduced today
by Counci | nenber Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Jones for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President.

I nove for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol ution authorizing the Joint
City Council Committees on Public
Safety and Public Health and Human
Services to hold hearings
I nvestigating the nmappi ng out of
trauma centers across the Gty and
how t hey are sel ected when
transporting shooting victins,
I ntroduced today by Council menber

Jones.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Jones for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
again, M. President.

| nove for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol uti on recogni zi ng and

supporting the recognition of
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February 2024 as Anerican Heart
Mont h, introduced today by
Counci | mrenber Harrity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Harrity for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: | nove
for the adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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And a resolution cel ebrating Lunar
New Year in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, introduced today by
Counci | mrenber Driscoll.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Driscoll for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Thank
you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The ayes have it, and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol uti on authorizing Phil adel phia
City Council to hold hearings and
meetings investigating stop-and-go
establishnments that violate
restaurant |iquor |icense
requi renments and further di mnish
the health, safety and well-being of
the surroundi ng community,

I ntroduced today by Council menber
Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Bass for a notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President.

I nove for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the notion has been

adopt ed.
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Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol ution recogni zi ng Pi oneering
Econom st and Professor Dr. Bernard
E. Anderson on the occasion of Black
Hi story Month, introduced today by
Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Ahmad for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  Thank
you, M. President.

I nove for the adoption of
the resolution, and I will have

comments on the floor |ater.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her resolutions on the Fina
Passage Cal endar, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That conpl etes our Cal endar for
t oday.

Are there any speeches on
the part of the Mnority?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Are there any speeches on the part
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of the Majority?

Counci | mrenber Jami e
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council President
Johnson.

Last week | warned that the
very thing that makes Phil adel phia
Phi | adel phia is under attack,
because many of our nei ghborhoods
are becom ng hostile to the Bl ack
and Brown famlies who' ve steward
them for generations. And | said
then that we have a choi ce.

The communities that endured
redl i ning, endured
de-industrialization, endured
de-investnent, would they finally be
able to ook to their |ocal
governnent as their protector or
will we let the displacenent tidal
wave wash them away?

Today |'m proud to answer

this question through action by
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I ntroduci ng Phase 1 of ny Defying
Di spl acenent Canpai gn. Defying
Di spl acenent tackles our Cty's
housi ng crisis head-on, delivering
real results and sending a powerful
message that the status quo wll no
| onger be permitted to uproot our
nei ghbor hoods.

My first bill cracks down on
ranmpant illegal discrimnation
agai nst Phi | adel phi ans usi ng housi ng
vouchers. The Fair Practices
O di nance al ready prohibits property
managers from di scri m nati ng agai nst
persons based on the source of
i nconme they use to rent and purchase
property, including housing
vouchers.

However, 67 percent of
| andl ords citywide still refuse to
accept housi ng vouchers. In
anmenity-rich areas, this nunber
junps to 83 percent. Discrimnation

agai nst Phi | adel phi ans usi ng housi ng

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622



Stated Meeting
02/ 01/ 2024

125

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

2/ 1/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
vouchers is so preval ent that many
tenants have no choice but to give
up their vouchers if they want to
find a place to live. Meaning,
tenants give up hundreds of dollars
in rental assistance each nonth that
they are entitled to by |aw

| am confident that ny
| egi slation wll help thousands of
| ow-incone fam|ies access a safe,
stabl e and affordabl e hone, and
signal to landlords and property
managers that the days of openly
di scri m nati ng agai nst
Phi | adel phi ans usi ng housi ng
vouchers are over.

Homeowner s desperately need
our help as well. Famlies and
seniors who have proudly owned their
homes for decades are being
di spl aced. Not by rising rents, not
by nortgage paynments, but by Cty-

I nposed property taxes. During the

| ast round of property assessnents,
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107, 000 honeowners saw their
assessnents junp at |east 50
percent. 31,000 by at |east 100
percent. 6,000 by at |east 200
percent and 3500 by at |east 300
percent. These are sudden increases
that are sinply too nuch for the
aver age household to bear.

It istime for the Gty to
recogni ze and rectify its own role
i n displacenent. That's why today
" mintroducing |egislation that
will freeze property taxes for
| ow-i ncone honeowners at their
current level. By making sure our
needi est honmeowners can afford their
tax bills, we invest in their
ability to remain in our
nei ghbor hoods, where they can
continue to shop, dine and work on
our commercial corridors, steward
our nei ghbor hoods and public spaces
and reinforce their block, sense of

comuni ty.
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But that is not all.
Because today |'m al so proposing a
change to the Hone Rule Charter that
ensures paynents made into the
Housi ng Trust Fund get invested back
I nto our nei ghborhoods. Devel opers
may build larger than their zoning
woul d typically allow if they
i ncl ude affordable housing in their
devel opnments. But rather than
actually build these affordabl e
units on site, nost devel opers
choose to make a paynent in |lieu of
provi di ng af fordable housing to the
Cty.

Devel opers in the City
routinely earn support for
overscal ed projects by prom sing
nei ghbors that these paynents in
lieu will be reinvested back into
their communities. But that is very
rarely the case because not once,

l et nme say that again, not once

since this paynent in |ieu option
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began has these density bonus
paynents led to a proportionate
i ncrease in the Housing Trust Fund.
This nmeans that the Cty
essentially cheats our nei ghborhoods
wi th overscal ed devel opnents out of
benefits and that we underfund
af f ordabl e housi ng prograns
citywide. If we're serious about
bui | di ng genui nely affordable
housing, this Gty nust use its
Housi ng Trust Fund as i ntended.
This nmeans spending it on
af fordabl e housing in anenity-rich
nei ghbor hoods where residents can
easily access fam | y-sustaining
jobs, high-quality schools, public
transportation and other anenities
that wll help themto thrive. And
"' mconfident that when we put the
power to decide this in the hands of
the voters, they will agree that an
i nvestment in our nei ghborhoods is

al ways a good one to nake.
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| want to thank every
col | eague who sponsored these bills,
i ncluding Mnority Leader Kendra
Brooks, Mnority Wi p Nicol as
O Rour ke and Counci | nenber Rue
Landau who sponsored the full
package as well as Council nenber
Quet cy Lozada, Majority Leader
Kat herine G | nore Ri chardson,
Counci | menber Mark Squilla who all
sponsored pieces of the package.
And | also want to thank every
Counci | menber who even tal ked to nme
about these bills.

| look forward to working
with all of ny Council coll eagues,
t he Parker Adm nistration,
nei ghbor hood- m nded devel opers, the
communi ty and ot her stakeholders to
refine these bills as they advance
t hr ough.

And to the residents of the
City of Philadel phia, | hope that

defying di spl acenent re-assures you
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that this Gty Council is going to
bat for our nei ghborhoods. And we
will not rest until every one of our
constituents has access to safe,
stabl e and af f ordabl e housi ng,
whet her that is a hone they already
own, a new construction unit funded
by density bonus paynents or a
hi gh-quality unit rented using a
housi ng voucher. Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Council man Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

| want to thank those who
cane out, who gave public coment
about the Blueprint for a Safer
Phi | adel phia. This is not a perfect
docunent. It is a beginning point
for future discussions about safety

in the Cty of Philadelphia. So |
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thank them for their input and |
thank themthat they read it. That
doesn't al ways happen.

| want to point out
Recommendati on No. 62, which is Risk
Terrain Mddeling. Wat that calls
for is not to look at just the who
has conmtted a crinme but where that
crime was commtted. | wll give
you the exanple, if you' ve ever
wat ched those nature shows where the
lions hide in the tall grass by the
water. The reason they do that is
they know that's where the antel ope
will wind up. They don't have to go
all over the Savannah. They know
where they're going to w nd up.

Last week we tal ked about
the incident where the suspect was
killed, the officer was shot and it
was done in a corner store. 1In the
filmof that corner store, ny eye
caught two ganbling nmachi nes, two

illegal skills games nmachi nes. And

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 01/ 2024

132

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

2/ 1/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES

whet her that's the watering hole for
where things go down and whet her or
not the officers that cane in and
saw t hem posted up there, we don't
know the details of that. But we
know t hose ganbling machi nes were
t here.

| couldn't come to the
briefing and I couldn't cone to the
press conference because on the
other side of town in ny District
there was a 19-year-old who did |ike
a lot of young nen do, his sister
cal l ed, said she was having a
probl emup the school. |I11l-advised,
he cones up to the school to handle
his little sister's business and
wound up at a corner store where
there were nore machi nes. Sone of
the young nen in the nei ghborhood
shot himto death.

| raise this because what
those two incidents have in comon

are illegal ganbling nmachines. Now,
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there's powerful |obbyists all up
and down the turnpi ke on this issue.
And | think it was in 2016 the door
was open because there was a | aw
t hat passed saying that you could
put these machines at truck stops.

Well, they didn't stop
there. They opened the door and
they are now in every nei ghborhood
in the Gty of Philadelphia. W
don't know how many there are. W
don't know how nmuch noney they neke.
Nobody regul ates them Nobody taxes
them so they are totally
di srespecting the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.

So when those powerf ul
| obbyi sts said to ne, but you know
we're winning all the | aw cases up
there and the state has superseding
powers over |ocal resolutions, well,
| grew up in a neighborhood called
West Philly simlar to a | ot of

nei ghbor hoods peopl e here grew up
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in. And when you wal ked in the
school yard and you know there's no
backyard to the Al anb and you know
you're going to have to stand and
deliver -- in the mddle of that |
told you I had one round |left, Prez,
I"msaving it for a special
occasion -- but sonetinmes you can't
get out of that and you know you're
going to get junped. You still got
to fight. Even if you lose in
court, even if you | ose and get
superseded by the state, you don't
get respect unless you stand up for
what is right for the citizens of
the Gty of Phil adel phia.

Too often those are watering
hol es for bad things that happen,
and we have to save oursel ves
because it ain't comng over the
hill and, you know, we have to show
first that we're willing to stand
up. So, therefore, M. President, |

call for a quick hearing on this
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I ssue. It was pocket-vetoed by the
| ast guy. That was snooth goi ng out
the door, by the way |I'm not going
to sign that. GCkay. | can take a
] oke.

But what is not funny is
what happens when we have inaction.
And we can't stop the NRA. W can't
st op Washi ngt on and i nsensi bl e gun
laws in Harrisburg, but we can
handl e our business here in the Gty
of Phil adel phia. And | call on ny
col | eagues to help ne do that, help
us pass that and | call on the
Par ker Adm nistration to sign that.
Thank you, M. President.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone.

Counci | mrenber |sai ah Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Good
nor ni ng, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, coll eagues. Thank you,

Counci | renber Jones, for your
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| eadership on that issue. | share
your concern as it relates to these
corner stores and sonme of the issues
related to those stores.

Today is the first day of
Bl ack H story Month. And every year
during Black Hi story Month, we |ike
to partner with sonme of our District
Counci | mrenbers across the Cty of
Phi | adel phia to do our Bl ack
Business Crawl. |'ve been doing it
every year since |'ve been in Cty
Counci | .

But this year will be really
speci al for us because we introduced
a resolution in Cty Council today
to honor Charisse McG Il who passed
away January 15th of this year. A
ot of us in Gty Council know her.

I know all of ny staff know her.
She was the person who founded, |'m
probably going to say this wong,
the Lokal Artisan Foods, and she

al so was known for her French Toast
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Bi tes food stand.

She was | oved by many. She
was Director of Special Events at
Val l ey Forge MIlitary Acadeny before
| eavi ng the education space to
becone an entrepreneur and open her
own business. She was debuted and
made appear ances and had pop-up
initiatives at different festivals
such as the Roots Picnic as well as
Made in Aneri ca.

She received awards and
recognition fromthe Gty of
Phi | adel phia 76ers Buy Bl ack
Program the United Way of G eater
Phi | adel phi a Sout heast ern
Pennsyl vania, the African Anmerican
Chanber of Commerce and so many
others. She was appointed to
Executive Director of the Farnmer
Markets Coalition.

For us in ny office when we
do the Bl ack Business Crawl this

nonth, we will do it in honor of her
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life, her |egacy and what she has
done and what she neans to the City
of Phil adel phia. W al ways
encourage the idea of the growth of
Bl ack busi nesses and Bl ack
entrepreneurshi p and she was the
face of that for a ot of people in
the Cty of Philadel phia. And for
my office and our team when we do
our Bl ack Business Crawl, she wl|
be in our thoughts and our prayers.

Her not her and daughter are
with us in Gty Council today. They
did not want to give remarks, but |
will ask themto just stand up for a
second so we can give thema round
of appl ause and | et them know t hat
this legislative body will continue
to support the famly.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Her
daughter is 18 years old, graduating
senior this year. So we want to

make sure that we support her as it
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relates to internships at 158 as
wel | as that CATTO Schol arship
Program that she's so excited to
apply for so she can start her
journey and follow her nother's
footsteps and go to college for
free.

So thank you col | eagues for
supporting this resolution. And
t hank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

Counci | mrenber Kat heri ne
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch,
M. President.

| wanted to remnd all of ny
col | eagues and their team nenbers
about the SEPTA briefing that we
wi |l be hosting today. Speci al
t hank you to Council nenber Driscoll
who is the Chair of the

Transportation Commttee and al so
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Counci | mrenber Young who is the Chair
of Transportati on.

W will be hosting a
briefing with SEPTA regardi ng the
Bus Revolution Plan prior to their
final vote on the plan wthin the
next week. So | offer this
opportunity to all colleagues to
pl ease attend to find out about the
changes, particularly in each
District inthe Gty.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone.

Counci | mrenber C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. President.

| just want to follow up on
that. Thank you, Majority Leader
Kathy Gl nore R chardson. |'m
| ooking forward to that Septa
briefing. As many may be aware,
there was just conversation around

cutting or elimnating the Chestnut
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H Il West Line, whichis a vita
| ine that runs throughout Northwest.
And so, cutting this line
woul d really have been crippling the
entire econony in that part of town.
And so, we're just hopeful wth
Gover nor Shapiro's announcenent that
we' || have the resources to be able
to function and operate that |ine.
But | actually wanted to
speak today just a couple of things
really briefly. The first is around
a resolution that we introduced
supporting and recogni zing Half A
MIlion Kids, which is an
organi zation that's dedicated to
tal ki ng about foster care and
adoption here in the Cty of
Phi | adel phia and really working to
rai se those conversations to a
hi gher | evel and wanting to focus on
children who are waiting in the
foster care systemand waiting for

adopti on.
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We cannot invest |ess and
expect nore through the CUA system
This is sonething that |'ve spoken
about extensively in the past and
' ve spoken on ny own persona
experience relating to this matter.
But when we invest |ess, we get
less. And | don't know in what
world we think that we can invest
| ess and get nore, especially when
it cones to the young people in our
city. And then we wonder, well,
what's wrong, why aren't things
turning out. You know, nore
appropriately why don't we have
better outcomes for our young
peopl e.

And the reason that we don't
have better outcones is that we
haven't nmade the i nvestment, the
critical investnent that we need to
make. Kids end up trafficked. They
end up with nental health issues and

i1l ness, and often honel ess. They
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end up with drug addictions in their
situation, and the Cty continues to
hol d resources, financial resources,
that belong to these young people
while they are in our care.

So noni es that are supposed
to be used for their care, the Gty
sonehow feels that it's okay to
si phon those funds often to the
General Fund or often to the
depart nental budget and not provide
t hose resources to those young
peopl e when they graduate fromthe
systemto ensure that they don't end
up in a honel ess type situation.

So we've got a |lot of work
to do, and we | ook forward to
working with Half A MIlion Kids who
has a plan to address it and will be
connecting wth each and every
Counci | menber in the future to
hopefully put that plan into action.
So that's sonething very positive

that we |look forward to working with
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and facilitating along with our new
Chair of Health and Human Servi ces,
Dr. N na Ahmad, to nmake sure that
t hat happens.

I wanted to al so speak very
briefly around a bill we passed in
2017, M. President, and that was
around stop-and-gos. And | know,
Counci | President, you were there,
you were part of the conversation.
Counci | man Jones, | know we had t hat
conversation and your work on these
gam ng machi nes i s an extension of
t hat worKk.

And so, when | | ooked at the
vi deo of what happened | ast Fri day
night, it just all cane back.
Because here was an establi shnent
that is supposed to be a bar,
supposed to be a tavern.

Council man Driscoll, | know that you
in the past are famliar with these
sorts of operations. |'msure this

was not any sort of tavern that
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you' ve ever seen or that any of us
have ever seen because it was a
st op- and- go.

So no matter what you cal
it, it has a liquor license. |It's
supposed to be a restaurant. It's
supposed to have seating for
patrons. It's supposed to be an
asset to the neighborhood where
peopl e are to purchase a neal and
sit down and eat, and it was none of
these things. And what it was it
turns out, what it looks like is
just an alleyway where you can cone
I n, you can cone purchase whatever
you want to, drink or get high wth,
whet her it's al cohol or shots of
| i quor or take-out beer or Nyquil,
crack pipes, whatever you want to be
able to purchase to be able to get
on.

So I'mcalling out to the
vari ous departnents to do the

enforcenent that we call ed upon,
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this body called upon seven years
ago. W asked for this enforcenent
many, nmany years ago, and when are
we going to see it. | wunderstand
that they're shorthanded. But in
seven years you can't get it done?
This is absolutely
ridiculous that we allow these folks
to operate in a way that is
detrinmental. They are a blight on
our conmunity and we need to stop it
i mediately. So | look forward to
bringi ng that conversation back to
the forefront, especially in |ight
of what has happened in recent days.
I think that we need to
continue on that conversation, and
| ook forward to al so tal ki ng about
the video gane addition, which
further blights our nei ghborhoods
and adds not hi ng of val ue
econom cally to our comrunities.
So thank you, M. President.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you.

Counci | woman Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you, Council President.

Thi s nmorni ng ny col | eagues
Counci | renber Driscoll, Harrity and
Squi |l I a announced the formation of
t he Kensi ngton Caucus. The
Coalition is represented and it's
represented by Council nenbers who
live or at sonme point our Districts
nmeet .

The goal of the Caucus is to
work as a unit and to restore the
quality of |ife and address
chal | enges that are being faced by
t he Kensington community. The
Caucus will prioritize community
engagenent and ensure that the
voi ces of the famlies, schools,
busi nesses and nonprofits in
Kensi ngton are reflected in the
| egi sl ati on we produced.

Through unity and
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coordi nated | egi slative -- through
unity and a | egislative response, we
will work to execute the Kensington
Marshal |l Plan, which will provide
cl ear goals and a pat hway forward
for working with | eaders at the
| ocal, state and federal |evels.

| want to take the
opportunity to thank my Counci
col | eagues who in sonme way or
anot her have reached out to either
nysel f or nmenbers of the Caucus and
have offered their support and their
willingness to want to work with us
because they have recogni zed t hat
Kensington is a place where nmany
amazi ng people call hone.

W talk a | ot about what is
happening in the comunity as it
relates to crinme and how young
people are involved in it. Wat
we' re seeing in Kensington and the
crinme and the violence that we're

seeing in parts of Kensington that
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has been consi dered an area where
many of the high crime nunbers cone
fromas is reported by the police
departnment is a direct result of
what we as a governnent has al |l owed
to happen in that comunity.

And so, | amgrateful, |I'm
appreciative of all of you. 1'd
like to recogni ze Counci |l menber
Curtis Jones who as part of his
Public Safety Pl an included the
Marshal | Pl an and has consistently
provi ded support. 1'd like to also
recogni ze the Parker Adm nistration
who have consistently nade us a part
of the conversation in their process
as they discuss strategies to
resol ve what is happening in
Kensi ngt on.

And so, | |ook forward to
the passing of the resol ution next
week and working with each one of
you to again restore the quality of

[ife for the famlies and the nen
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and wonen i n Kensington.

Thank you, Council
Pr esi dent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone.

Counci | renber Jeffrey Jay
Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you, Council President.

The words of Reverend
Hol ston who testified today kind of
echoed with ne regarding a
traunma- cent ered approach for gun
violence here in the City.

Tonmorrow woul d have been the
31st birthday of ny nephew who was
killed by an illegal gun in Decenber
of 2022. So I'monly 37, right, so
he was really like ny little
brother. And as | go through this
day with ny famly and ny friends,
with his children, right, the trauma
that they're facing every day is

unconsci onabl e.
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And | think that we as a
city need to make sure that we
really invest in trauma-centered
approaches. Because again as the
Reverend said, 81 percent of folks
who pick up a gun are nore likely to
be victins thenselves. And there
are children who are angry in the
City because they have been affected
by this violence, so we have to make
sure that this body invest in those
approaches that really work to
intervene in a child s |ife before
they go and pick up these guns. The
cycle wll continue to happen unl ess
we i ntervene early.

l"'mcommtted to nmaking sure
that this Gty appropriates the
funds necessary to intervene in a
child's life early to prevent the
yout h from goi ng down the wong path
because once you junp off the porch,
there's no com ng back and we all

know t hat .

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 01/ 2024

152

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

2/ 1/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Thank
you, Council President. Thank you,
col | eagues.

As Vice-Chair of the
Legi sl ative Oversight Commttee, |
share a commtnent with Chair and
Majority Whip Isaiah Thomas to
exam ne Phil adel phia's progress on
carbon neutrality and climate
change. And |I'mexcited to have the
opportunity to co-introduce the
resolution with himtoday to hold
heari ngs on the subject.

The resolution we are
proposing is a call to invite
experts and community nenbers into
Cty Council, to help Council
eval uate our progress towards carbon
neutrality and to potentially

re-eval uate our goals. Let's be
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clear, climate change is not a
distant threat. [It's a present one.
Fam | i es across Phil adel phia
are experiencing the effects of
climate change firsthand. They're
l'iving through unprecedented
flooding, air quality issues and
nore. Qur nost vul nerable residents
are feeling these climate-change
i npacts at disproportionate rates.
W owe it to our neighbors,
our residents and future generations
of the Gty to take bold and
nmeani ngf ul steps toward a carbon
neutral city. |In the com ng
hearings, we will investigate the
progress made so far, identify the
roadbl ocks in our path and hopefully
identify strategies on how we can
overcone themto speed up the Gty's
progress on our clinmte change
goal s.
I'd like to thank

Counci | mrenber Thonmas for the
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| eadership on the Legislative
Oversight Comrmittee on this issue
and all of our coll eagues who signed
on today.

Al'so, | want to take a
monment to speak in support of
Counci | mrenber Gaut hi er's package of
bills she introduced today. As
Vi ce-Chair of the Housing Commttee,
| proudly stand behi nd Counci | menber
Gauthier, Chair of our Commttee,
wi th her Defying D splacenent
Canpai gn introduced today to conbat
housi ng insecurity in our city.

These bills are not just
| egi slation. They're a conm tnent
to ensuring every Phil adel phi an has
access to safe, stable and
af fordabl e housing. As nmany of you
know, |'ve spent nuch of ny career
bef ore Council fighting for housing
justice and it's an issue that's
close to ny heart. | believe

toget her we can build a Phil adel phia
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wher e everyone can thrive,
addressing the root causes of
di spl acenent and fostering a city
that stands as a beacon of housing
justice. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone.

Counci | mrenber N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Thank
you, Council President.

Before | make the remarks
about today's resolution, | wanted
to acknow edge Jenaye Munford and
Ti phanie Wiite for their help and
support in collecting itens for
survivors of human trafficking. W
just conpleted the nonth of January,
whi ch was Human Traffi cki ng
Prevention Month and they went above
and beyond to get us the supplies we
need to get to these survivors. So
t hank you very nuch.

I want to speak to the

resolution that | was very
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privileged to introduce to celebrate
a national treasure, Dr. Bernard
Ander son, as we kick off Black
Hi story Month. Not only because of
who he is, but what he neans to ne.

You've all heard all of his
achi evenents, but | wanted to
underscore while he was the
Assi stant Secretary of Labor for the
Enpl oynent St andards Adnini stration
in 1993. He helped to create 23
mllion new jobs and reduce Bl ack
yout h unenpl oynent at that tine to
its lowest levels in 25 years.

In this role, he was given a
very high profile unprecedented
platformto publicly making the case
to investing rather divesting in the
wel | - bei ng of Black and Brown
children. His inpact of his work is
still being felt so many 30 years
|ater. His exam nation and study of
raci al econom c disparities,

schol arly publications throughout
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his academ c career led to his
appoi nt ment .

| also wanted to say what
makes him so very special, he's been
a nentor to many, including to ne.
What he nmakes special in his
unwavering conm tnment and vital
ongoi ng work towards the practice of
Anerica equal to the prom se of
Arerica. | want to re-enphasize
that, making the practice of Anerica
equal to the prom se of Anmerica.
Hs work to create opportunities and
craft policies that gave every
Anmerican an equal chance at ful
econom c participation is his
enduring | egacy. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone.

The Chair recognizes
Councilman JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Thank
you, Council President.

I'd like to start off by
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t hanki ng the cosponsors of ny
privileged resolution today about
Heart Di sease Month. | was
di agnosed wth coronary artery
di sease at 38. So those of us here
who think they're too young for
sonething like that, you should
really take this opportunity to get
checked.

Just a little story: This
weekend | spent nost of ny tine at
the University of Pennsylvani a
because four days ny father wasn't
feeling well having chest pains.
And as nost of us nen try to do, he
t hought he was tougher than what was
going on and that it would just go
away.

My famly got very | ucky.
By the tinme ny father got four days
| ater to the University of
Pennsyl vania, his main artery, what
they call the w dow maker, was

conpl etely bl ocked 100 percent. If
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he woul d have waited even two nore
m nutes, the doctor said he would
have never survived. It just goes
to show the inportance of getting
checked regularly for everyone.
This is very inportant.

The signs are different for
everybody. \Where nen have chest
pains and this kind of thing, wonen
do not get that. Their synptons are
conpletely different, nausea,
shortness of breath, things |ike
that. So if you're not feeling
right, please go get checked out
bef ore sonet hi ng happens. It's very
i mportant.

And like | said, it doesn't

matter how old you are. It can
happen to anybody. | had ny first
heart attack as | said at 38. | now
have three stents. |[|'ve had an

angi opl asty and ot her things done.
It is not fun. So getting checked

out is probably the best way for you
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to keep your health in order. Heart
di sease can be controlled with

nmedi cine. So pl ease get yoursel ves
checked out. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

Are there any other requests
for speeches fromthe Majority?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Heari ng none, the Chair recognizes
Counci | man Thomas for a notion to
adj our n.

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:  Thank
you, M. President.

I nove that Council stand
and adjourn until Thursday, February
8, 2024 at 10:00 a.m pronpt.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday, February
8, 2024 at 10:00 a.m

All those in favor wl |l

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 01/ 2024

161

2/ 1/ 24 - STATED - ADJOURNMENT

signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it. Have a great day,
everyone.

(Stated Meeting adj ourned at
12:15 p.m)
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I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evidence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographi c notes taken by
nme in the foregoing matter, and that this is

a correct transcript of the sane.

QD_M_QQAA&_

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the same by any nmeans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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