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     COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA

               STATED MEETING

               Via Microsoft Teams
               Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
               Thursday, January 28, 2021
               10:08 a.m.
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COUNCILMAN BOBBY HENON
COUNCILMAN KENYATTA JOHNSON
COUNCILMAN CURTIS JONES, JR.
COUNCILMAN DAVID OH
COUNCILMAN BRIAN J. O'NEILL
COUNCILWOMAN CHERELLE L. PARKER
COUNCILWOMAN MARIA D. QUINONES-SANCHEZ
COUNCILMAN MARK SQUILLA
COUNCILMAN ISAIAH THOMAS

MICHAEL A. DECKER, CHIEF CLERK

             - - -
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1      1/28/21 - STATED - ROLL CALL

2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3 Thank you, and good morning, everyone.

4 We're going to get started.

5           I understand that state law

6 currently requires that the following

7 announcement be made at the beginning of

8 every remote Council session:

9           Due to the current public

10 health emergency, City Council is

11 currently meeting remotely.  We are using

12 Microsoft Teams to make this remote

13 meeting possible.  Instructions for how

14 the public may view the meeting and offer

15 public comment are included in the Stated

16 Meeting notice that was published in the

17 Daily News, Inquirer, Legal Intelligencer

18 prior to the meeting, and can also be

19 found on PHLCouncil.com.

20           I now note that the hour has

21 come.  The Clerk will please call the

22 roll to take attendance, and members that

23 are in attendance will please indicate

24 that you are present when your name is

25 called.  Also, please say a couple of
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1      1/28/21 - STATED - ROLL CALL

2 words to make sure that your image will

3 be displayed on the screen when you

4 speak.

5           Mr. Decker, please call the

6 roll.

7           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

8 Bass.

9           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Good

10 morning.  I am present, Council

11 President, colleagues, and

12 Philadelphians.  Good to be back.

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

14 morning.

15           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Good

16 morning.

17           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

18 Brooks.

19           COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Good

20 morning, Council President, colleagues,

21 and Philadelphia.  I'm present.

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

23 morning.

24           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Domb.

25           COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Good morning,
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2 Council President, colleagues, and the

3 listening public.

4           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

5 morning.

6           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

7 Gauthier.

8           COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Good

9 morning, Council President, colleagues,

10 and to the public.  Excited to be back in

11 session.

12           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

13 morning.

14           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

15 Gilmore Richardson.

16           COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Good

17 morning, Council President.  Good

18 morning, colleagues.  And good morning,

19 Philadelphia.

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

21 morning.

22           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

23           COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Good

24 morning, Council President.  Good

25 morning, members of Council.  Looking
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2 forward to another productive session in

3 the City of Philadelphia.

4           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

5 morning.

6           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Gym.

7           COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Good

8 morning, colleagues.  Good morning,

9 Council President.

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

11 morning.

12           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

13           COUNCILMAN HENON:  Good

14 morning, Council President.  Good

15 morning, colleagues.  Happy New Year to

16 all.  I hope everybody is safe and

17 healthy.

18           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

19 morning.

20           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

21 Johnson.

22           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Good

23 morning, Council President.  Good

24 morning, colleagues.  Happy New Year.

25 Still seeking justice for Breonna Taylor.
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2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

3 morning.

4           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

5           COUNCILMAN JONES:  Good

6 morning, Mr. President.  Good morning,

7 colleagues.  Happy New Years to the

8 viewing public.

9           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

10 morning.

11           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

12           COUNCILMAN OH:  Good morning,

13 Council President.  Good morning,

14 colleagues.  I am present.

15           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

16 morning.

17           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18 O'Neill.

19           COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Good

20 morning, everyone.

21           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

22 morning.

23           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

24 Parker.

25           COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Good
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2 morning, Philadelphia, Council President,

3 and colleagues.  Great to be back.

4           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

5 morning.

6           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

7 Quinones-Sanchez.

8           (No response.)

9           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

10 Squilla.

11           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Good

12 morning, Council President and

13 colleagues.  Present.

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

15 morning.

16           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

17 Thomas.

18           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Good

19 morning, Council President.  Good

20 morning, colleagues.  Good morning to the

21 listening public.  Happy to be back.

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

23 morning.

24           CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

25 Clarke.
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1 1/28/21 - STATED - APPROVAL OF JOURNAL

2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

3 good morning to all.

4           We've established a quorum, so

5 we will now come to order.

6           Despite the great need, there

7 will be no invocation today.  We will,

8 however, observe a very brief moment of

9 silent prayer for our city, its leaders,

10 and citizens during the current public

11 health crisis.

12           We will now observe a brief

13 moment of silence.

14           (Moment of silence.)

15           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16 Thank you.  Thank you very much.

17           Our next order of business is

18 the approval of the Journal of the

19 meeting of Thursday, December 10, 2020,

20 and the Chair recognizes Councilman

21 Squilla.

22           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

23 Mr. President.  I move that the Journal

24 of the meeting of Thursday,

25 December 10th, 2020 be approved.
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2           (Duly seconded.)

3           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4 Thank you.  It has been moved and

5 properly seconded that the Journal of the

6 meeting of Thursday, December 10, 2020

7 stand approved.

8           All in favor indicate by saying

9 aye.

10           (Aye.)

11           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12 Those opposed?

13           (No response.)

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

15 ayes have it, and the Journal is

16 approved.

17           And our next order of business

18 is requests for leave of absence, and the

19 Chair recognizes Councilwoman Parker.

20           COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Thank

21 you, Mr. President.  On behalf of the

22 members of Council, there are no requests

23 for leaves of absence today.

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Can

25 you repeat that?
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2           COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Thank

3 you, Mr. President.  Am I clear now?

4           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  You

5 have an echo.

6           COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  No

7 requests for leaves of absence today,

8 Mr. President.

9           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10 Thank you.  The Chair thanks the

11 Councilwoman.  Thank you very much.

12           And our next order of business

13 is communications, and the Clerk will

14 please read the messages from the Mayor

15 and any other communications that he may

16 have in his possession.

17           Mr. Decker.

18           CHIEF CLERK:  To the President

19 and members of the Council of the City of

20 Philadelphia, I am pleased to advise you

21 that on January 20, 2021, I signed the

22 remaining bills that were passed by

23 Council on December 3, 2020, except Bill

24 No. 200425-A, which I am returning

25 without my signature, and that on
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2 December 15, 2020 and January 7,

3 January 20, and January 27, 2021, I

4 signed all of the bills that were passed

5 by Council on December 10, 2020.

6           And I am submitting herewith

7 for the consideration of your honorable

8 body a resolution confirming the

9 appointment of Lisa Salley to the Board

10 of Education of the School District of

11 Philadelphia; and

12           A resolution confirming the

13 appointment of Reginald L. Streater,

14 Esquire, to the Board of Education of the

15 School District of Philadelphia; and

16           A resolution confirming the

17 appointment of Cecilia Thompson to the

18 Board of Education of the School District

19 of Philadelphia; and

20           A resolution authorizing the

21 Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority to

22 execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

23 Land Bank deeds conveying title to

24 certain properties located in the First

25 Councilmanic District; and
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2           A resolution authorizing the

3 Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority to

4 execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

5 Land Bank deeds conveying title to

6 certain properties located in the Fifth

7 Councilmanic District; and

8           A resolution authorizing the

9 Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 833

10 East Madison Street located in the

11 Seventh Councilmanic District; and

12           A resolution authorizing the

13 Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 1736

14 through 38 Bodine Street located in the

15 7th Councilmanic District; and

16           A resolution authorizing the

17 Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 1907

18 North Phillip Street located in the 7th

19 Councilmanic District; and

20           A resolution authorizing the

21 Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 2001

22 Pemberton Street located in the 2nd

23 Councilmanic District; and

24           A resolution authorizing the

25 Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 2006
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2 North Lawrence Street located in the 7th

3 Councilmanic District; and

4           A resolution authorizing the

5 Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 2031

6 Orkney Street located in the 7th

7 Councilmanic District; and

8           A resolution authorizing the

9 Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 2034

10 Hope Street located in the 7th

11 Councilmanic District; and

12           A resolution authorizing the

13 Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 2249

14 Waterloo Street located in the 7th

15 Councilmanic District; and

16           A resolution authorizing the

17 Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 2551

18 North 6th Street located in the 7th

19 Councilmanic District; and

20           A resolution authorizing the

21 Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 2661

22 North Orianna Street located in the 7th

23 Councilmanic District; and

24           A resolution authorizing the

25 Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 2919
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2 North 23rd Street located in the Eighth

3 Councilmanic District; and

4           A resolution authorizing the

5 Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 4257

6 North Fairhill Street located in the 7th

7 Councilmanic District; and

8           A resolution authorizing the

9 Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 4338

10 Tackawanna Street located in the 7th

11 Councilmanic District; and

12           An ordinance authorizing and

13 approving the execution and delivery of a

14 Service Agreement between The City of

15 Philadelphia and the Philadelphia

16 Authority for Industrial Development

17 relating to the refunding of certain

18 bonds previously issued to finance and/or

19 refinance Alternative Funding Mechanisms

20 for a portion of the unfunded actuarial

21 accrued liability of the City of

22 Philadelphia Retirement System

23 implemented pursuant to the Municipal

24 Pension Plan Funding Standard and

25 Recovery Act; approving the issuance by
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2 the Philadelphia Authority for Industrial

3 Development of bonds, notes or other

4 evidences of indebtedness in one or more

5 series, to refund such bonds, all under

6 certain terms and conditions.

7           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8 Thank you very much, Mr. Decker.

9           That concludes our

10 communications, and our next order of

11 business is the introduction of bills and

12 resolutions.

13           By way of a reminder, we are

14 asking that all resolutions, including

15 privileged resolutions, be placed on the

16 Final Passage Calendar for the next

17 session of Council, unless they are being

18 referred to committee.  In our current

19 remote environment, this procedure will

20 provide an appropriate opportunity for

21 public comment.  I want to thank you very

22 much in advance for your anticipated

23 cooperation.

24           Mr. Decker, will you please

25 read the titles of the legislation that
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2 is being offered today by the members.

3           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

4 Parker offers one resolution, entitled a

5 "Resolution honoring the 90th North

6 Atlantic Regional Conference of Alpha

7 Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., and Declaring

8 March 4, 2021 as 'Alpha Kappa Alpha Day'

9 in the City of Philadelphia."

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

11 will be on next week's Calendar.

12           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

13 Gilmore Richardson offers two

14 resolutions, entitled a "Resolution

15 honoring the African American Children's

16 Book Project on the Occasion of its 29th

17 Annual African American Children's Book

18 Fair."

19           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

20 week's Calendar.

21           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

22 calling on the City of Philadelphia Board

23 of Pensions and Retirement to adopt

24 Environmental Social Governance criteria

25 and disclose climate risk information
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2 from all relevant parties.

3           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

4 will be on next week's Calendar.

5           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon

6 offers two resolutions, entitled a

7 "Resolution calling on Congress to pass

8 House Resolution 6422 to create a

9 National Infrastructure Bank."

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

11 week's Calendar.

12           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

13 honoring the life and legacy of Ted

14 Kirsch for his lifelong commitment to

15 educating children, empowering and

16 supporting teachers, and strengthening

17 the Labor movement.

18           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

19 week's Calendar.

20           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones

21 offers one bill and two resolutions,

22 entitled "An ordinance establishing

23 parking regulations in the vicinity of:

24 Dexter Street and Lyceum Avenue and Green

25 Lane; Baker Street and Leverington
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2 Avenue; Apple Street and Shurs Lane;

3 Boone Street and Markle Street and

4 Roxborough Avenue; Conarroe Street and

5 Pechin Street and Mitchell Street."

6           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7 Referred to committee.

8           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

9 honoring and celebrating Philadelphia's

10 living legends:  Dr. Kizzmekia Corbett,

11 Reverend Gregory Holston, Reverend Mark

12 Tyler, Deputy Police Commissioner Melvin

13 Singleton, State Representative Joanna

14 McClinton, and the Doctors of the Black

15 Doctors Consortium, who were the "Guiding

16 Lights" of the year 2020 and are

17 trailblazers and leaders in their

18 respective fields of medicine.

19           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

20 week's Calendar.

21           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

22 honoring the life and legacy of esteemed

23 Philadelphia entrepreneur and

24 restauranteur, KeVen Parker.

25           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And
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2 that would be on next week's Calendar.

3           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

4 Johnson offers four resolutions, entitled

5 a "Resolution honoring Henry Aaron for a

6 lifetime of pioneering achievements as a

7 professional athlete and civil rights

8 champion."

9           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

10 week's Calendar.

11           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

12 also naming the 1300 block of South

13 Street "KeVen Parker Way."

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

15 week's Calendar.

16           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

17 also naming the 7000 block of Woodland

18 Avenue "Paul 'Earthquake' Moore Way."

19           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

20 week's Calendar.

21           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

22 authorizing the Philadelphia Land Bank to

23 dispose of 2001 Pemberton Street located

24 in the 2nd Councilmanic District.

25           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And
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2 that will be on next week's Calendar.

3           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

4 Quinones-Sanchez offers two bills and 15

5 resolutions, entitled "An ordinance

6 amending Section 2 of an ordinance (Bill

7 No. 140902) approved March 4, 2015,

8 entitled 'An ordinance authorizing the

9 revision of lines and grades on a portion

10 of City Plan Nos. 224 and 232 by striking

11 from the City Plan and vacating Cayuga

12 Street from Whitaker Avenue to its

13 terminus eastwardly therefrom.'"

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15 Referred to committee.

16           CHIEF CLERK:  And an ordinance

17 amending Chapter 9-1004 of The

18 Philadelphia Code, entitled

19 "Contractors," to amend standards for

20 contractor licenses related to insurance.

21           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22 Referred to committee.

23           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

24 authorizing the Philadelphia Land Bank to

25 dispose of 833 East Madison Street.
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2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

3 week's Calendar.

4           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

5 authorizing the Philadelphia Land Bank to

6 dispose of 1736 through 1738 Bodine

7 Street.

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

9 week's Calendar.

10           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

11 authorizing the Philadelphia Land Bank to

12 dispose of 1907 North Phillip Street.

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

14 week's Calendar.

15           Mr. Decker, are all of those

16 Land Bank resolutions?

17           CHIEF CLERK:  I can continue to

18 read the ones that go on next's Calendar

19 until I finish, Mr. President.  There are

20 about ten more.  Do you want me to read

21 through them?

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23 Please do, yes.

24           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

25 authorizing the Philadelphia Land Bank to
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2 dispose of 2006 North Lawrence Street;

3 and

4           A resolution authorizing the

5 Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 2031

6 Orkney Street; and

7           A resolution authorizing the

8 Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 2034

9 Hope Street; and

10           A resolution authorizing the

11 Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 2249

12 Waterloo Street; and

13           A resolution authorizing the

14 Philadelphia Land bank to dispose of 2451

15 North 6th Street; and

16           A resolution authorizing the

17 Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 2661

18 North Orianna Street; and

19           A resolution authorizing the

20 Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 4257

21 North Fairhill Street; and

22           A resolution authorizing the

23 Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 4338

24 Tackawanna Street.

25           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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2 Those resolutions just read by the Chief

3 Clerk will be on next week's Calendar.

4           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

5 authorizing the Committee on

6 Appropriations to conduct hearings

7 regarding the Philadelphia Water

8 Department's equitable approach to

9 workforce development, including

10 employment and procurement strategies

11 that support safe, diverse, and inclusive

12 family-sustaining careers.

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14 Today's Calendar.

15           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

16 confirming the appointment of Cecilia

17 Thompson to the Board of Education of the

18 School District of Philadelphia.

19           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20 Referred to committee.

21           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

22 confirming the appointment of Lisa Salley

23 to the Board of Education of the School

24 District of Philadelphia.

25           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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2 Referred to committee.

3           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

4 confirming the appointment of Reginald L.

5 Streater, Esquire, to the Board of

6 Education of the School District of

7 Philadelphia.

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Also

9 referred to committee.

10           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green

11 offers three bills.  On behalf of the

12 Council President, Councilman Green

13 offers an ordinance authorizing and

14 approving the execution and delivery of a

15 Service Agreement between The City of

16 Philadelphia and the Philadelphia

17 Authority for Industrial Development

18 relating to the refunding of certain

19 bonds previously issued to finance and/or

20 refinance Alternative Funding Mechanisms

21 for a portion of the unfunded actuarial

22 accrued liability of the City of

23 Philadelphia Retirement System

24 implemented pursuant to the Municipal

25 Pension Plan Funding Standard and
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2 Recovery Act.

3           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4 Referred to committee.

5           CHIEF CLERK:  And on his own

6 behalf, Councilman Green offers an

7 ordinance signifying the intention of the

8 City of Philadelphia to organize the

9 Philadelphia Public Banking Authority

10 pursuant to authority established under

11 state law.

12           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

13 Chair recognizes Councilman Green.

14           COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you,

15 Mr. President, for the opportunity to say

16 a few words.

17           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18 Councilman Green, can you hold on a

19 second.

20           Can somebody mute.  Can I ask

21 the members to mute, please.  Thank you.

22           Councilman Green, please

23 proceed.

24           COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you,

25 Council President.  Thank you for the
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2 opportunity to speak on this bill to be

3 introduced today.

4           Many of my colleagues and

5 others know that I started my career as a

6 small business lender with Meridian Bank

7 at Broad and Glenwood in North

8 Philadelphia.  It's funny because for a

9 number of years while I was there, people

10 would not call me Derek.  They would call

11 me the Meridian Man because I worked at

12 Meridian in the Garment Square District

13 of North Philadelphia.

14           But it was during that time

15 that I really got a real understanding of

16 the issues of redlining and the access to

17 credit and how so many businesses in that

18 community and communities around the City

19 of Philadelphia were not able to grow

20 because of historical issues of systemic

21 racism and just challenges in getting

22 credit.  And I met a lot of small

23 business owners, small business owners

24 like my father-in-law, who is no longer

25 with us, Ned Mitchell, also known as
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2 Mitch, who started his career working at

3 Cadillac as a mechanic and then was able

4 to open a gas station at 20th and

5 Indiana, and just having an understanding

6 and talking with him over the years and

7 seeing the challenges he had in trying to

8 grow his business, just like so many

9 small business owners in the City of

10 Philadelphia.

11           And as we look at the issue of

12 this pandemic and some of the issues and

13 some of the data and news reports we've

14 seen, I know WHYY talked about pre-COVID,

15 how less than one-third of black

16 businesses had any relationships with

17 banks.  Also only about 12 percent of

18 black businesses even went to an SBA in

19 order to get loans.

20           And then here in the City of

21 Philadelphia, we saw a recent study by

22 the Center City District looking at

23 business density and the role of black

24 and minority-owned businesses.  And

25 according to the census, Philadelphia has
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2 one of the lowest, if not the lowest,

3 number of black-owned firms in relation

4 to black residents in the nation, and

5 that also correlates to the lowest number

6 of businesses in relation to the overall

7 population.

8           So this has been an issue in

9 our city historically, and even now the

10 President of the U.S. Black Chambers, Ron

11 Busby, said that access to credit is the

12 number one issue that's limited

13 businesses in being able to grow.

14           And so from my perspective

15 based on this history, I thought this

16 idea of a public bank is an opportunity

17 to address that issue, and having the

18 City take a more active role in helping

19 businesses, especially small businesses,

20 especially businesses of color and

21 principally African American-owned

22 businesses, get access to credit.  And I

23 think the City needs to take a more

24 active role in helping these businesses

25 to grow, and as these businesses grow,



Stated Meeting
January 28, 2021

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 29

1   1/28/21 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

2 that creates opportunities for jobs and

3 opportunities for us as a city to address

4 poverty.

5           I want to thank my colleagues

6 in Council.  We've had 11 co-sponsors to

7 this legislation.  And this legislation

8 is something that I've been working on

9 for some time, from the hearings we had

10 during my first term about this idea, to

11 the fact working with the Administration

12 where we hired a national consultant to

13 do a study talking about the benefits of

14 a public bank, having hearings on that

15 report, and then more recently working

16 with the Law Department and the

17 Treasurer's Office in drafting today's

18 legislation.

19           So we still have additional

20 work to go in reference to this

21 legislation being passed.  I'm looking

22 forward to a very robust conversation

23 with a number of stakeholders.  I want to

24 thank all of the grassroots,

25 community-based organizations who helped
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2 to put forward and help us draft this

3 legislation and bring a number of people

4 into this coalition regarding this issue,

5 and look forward to a way and this

6 legislation coming to fruition so we can

7 help business owners like Mitch be able

8 to grow and provide jobs and reduce

9 poverty for the benefit of our city.

10           Thank you, Council President.

11           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12 Thank you, Councilman.

13           That bill will be referred to

14 the appropriate committee.

15           Mr. Decker, you are muted.

16           CHIEF CLERK:  Sorry.  I

17 apologize, Mr. President.

18           Councilman Green also offers an

19 ordinance amending Chapter 19-200 of The

20 Philadelphia Code, entitled "City Funds -

21 Deposits, Investments, Disbursements," by

22 amending Section 19-201, entitled "City

23 Depositories," by authorizing the City

24 Treasurer to deposit funds in Santander

25 Bank, National Association.
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2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

3 will be referred to the appropriate

4 committee.

5           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

6 Brooks offers one resolution, entitled a

7 "Resolution authorizing the Committee on

8 Children and Youth to conduct hearings

9 examining the relationship between the

10 property tax exemption for wealthy

11 non-profits on the School District's

12 budget and the resulting environmental

13 hazards in School District facilities on

14 the health and safety of Philadelphia's

15 most vulnerable children."

16           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

17 will be on today's Calendar.

18           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Domb

19 offers three resolutions, entitled a

20 "Resolution recognizing the outstanding

21 work of Deborah Diamond as President of

22 Campus Philly upon her departure from the

23 organization."

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

25 that will be on next week's Calendar.
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2           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

3 honoring and congratulating Dr. Rachel

4 Levine upon her appointment to Assistant

5 Health Secretary in the administration of

6 President Joseph Biden and recognizing

7 her outstanding contributions to the

8 safety and health of Pennsylvanians

9 during the Covid-19 pandemic.

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

11 week's Calendar.

12           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

13 recognizing AJC Philadelphia for its work

14 with We Are Here! and ORT in the 2021

15 commemoration of International Holocaust

16 Remembrance Day and further acknowledging

17 January 27th as International Holocaust

18 Remembrance Day in the City of

19 Philadelphia.

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

21 week's Calendar.

22           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

23 O'Neill offers two resolutions.  On

24 behalf of the Council President,

25 Councilman O'Neill offers a resolution
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2 authorizing the creation of a Zoning Code

3 Review Commission to evaluate and

4 recommend improvements to Philadelphia's

5 Zoning Code.

6           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

7 that will be referred to committee.

8           Was that a resolution, Mike?

9           CHIEF CLERK:  It's authorizing

10 the creation of a Zoning Code Review

11 Commission, Mr. President.

12           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13 Okay.  We'll actually put that on next

14 week's Calendar.

15           CHIEF CLERK:  On his own

16 behalf, Councilman O'Neill offers a

17 resolution recognizing and honoring Paul

18 Deegan on his retirement, after more than

19 30 years of service to PIDC and more than

20 45 total years of service to the City of

21 Philadelphia.

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

23 that will be on next's week Calendar.

24           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

25 Squilla offers one resolution authorizing
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2 the Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority

3 to execute and deliver to the

4 Philadelphia Land Bank deeds conveying

5 title to certain properties located in

6 the First Councilmanic District.

7           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

8 week's Calendar.

9           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Bass

10 offers four resolutions, entitled a

11 "Resolution authorizing the Committee on

12 Public Health and Human Services to hold

13 hearings to investigate the City's

14 vaccine contracting process, including an

15 examination of Philly Fighting COVID's

16 contract with the City."

17           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18 Today's Calendar.

19           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

20 supporting --

21           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22 Councilwoman, did you want to be

23 recognized?

24           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes.  I'm

25 sorry.  I'd like to be recognized.
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2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

3 Chair recognizes Councilwoman Bass.

4           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

5 Mr. President.  This is a moment in

6 Philadelphia history to be remembered,

7 but for all of the wrong reasons - a

8 global pandemic, over 429,000 Americans

9 dead and right here in Philadelphia over

10 2,800.

11           A vaccination process that is

12 expected to be of the highest of

13 standards after the most thorough vetting

14 and then being selected by a city branded

15 as a city of eds and meds and to have

16 been selected -- or to have selected an

17 unknown and unproven entity for a

18 contract of over $100,000 for testing and

19 then to be given the green light for a

20 massive operation at the Philadelphia

21 Convention Center, without doing our

22 homework, is absolutely unacceptable.

23 That this has happened calls our

24 attention to what everyone knows was a

25 hookup, and we demand answers - who,
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2 when, how, why.  More needs to be known.

3           When I think of the

4 unprecedented amount of security --

5 excuse me; of scrutiny that was put upon

6 the Black Doctors Consortium in the

7 earliest days of the pandemic, I am

8 outraged.  The difference in treatment is

9 yet another stark reminder of racism at

10 work when it comes to the treatment of

11 some versus others.

12           Over the years, I can't even

13 remember the number of times I've sat at

14 a board meeting or other meeting and the

15 need to hire came up, only to be

16 addressed by saying we want to hire

17 someone of color, but they have to be

18 qualified, as if a recommendation will be

19 made to replace someone with another that

20 is unquestionably unqualified.  It really

21 just makes my blood boil.

22           We owe more to our communities.

23 I look forward to hosting this hearing.

24 We really owe those in our communities

25 who have a mistrust of the medical
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2 community, we owe them an explanation,

3 and we owe all citizens and taxpayers an

4 explanation as to how this could happen.

5           Thank you, Mr. President.

6           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7 Thank you, Councilwoman.

8           And, again, that will be

9 referred to committee.

10           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you.

11           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12 You're welcome.

13           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

14 supporting House Resolution 25, which

15 would initiate investigations and call

16 for the sanction, including removal from

17 the House of Representatives, of members

18 who sought to overturn the 2020

19 Presidential election.

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

21 that will be on next week's Calendar.

22           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

23 honoring and recognizing Dr. Kizzmekia

24 Corbett for her leadership and

25 achievement on the National Institutes of
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2 Health's COVID-19 vaccine research.

3           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

4 that will be on next week's Calendar.

5           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

6 honoring and recognizing Stacey Abrams

7 for her leadership as the founder of Fair

8 Fight Action and The New Georgia Project,

9 and her achievement in fighting voter

10 suppression.

11           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

12 week's Calendar.

13           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh

14 offers one bill and three resolutions,

15 entitled "An ordinance amending Title 19

16 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

17 'Finance, Taxes And Collections,' by

18 adding three new definitions to Section

19 19-1501 and adding a new Section 19-1507,

20 entitled 'Student Debt Tax Credit.'"

21           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

22 will be referred to committee.

23           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

24 authorizing hearings in Council's

25 Committee on Public Health and Human
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2 Services to assess citywide compliance of

3 Bill No. 200306, which mandates

4 healthcare workers receive paid leave

5 should they become infected with the

6 novel coronavirus.

7           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8 Today's Calendar.

9           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

10 calling for a public hearing to examine

11 the City of Philadelphia's compliance

12 with the Pennsylvania Firefighter Cancer

13 Presumption Act.

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15 Today's Calendar.

16           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

17 honoring and celebrating the legendary

18 record label, Philadelphia International

19 Records, on the occasion of their 50th

20 Anniversary.

21           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

22 that will be on next week's Calendar.

23           CHIEF CLERK:  There are no

24 other bills or resolutions being offered

25 by the members, Mr. President.
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2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3 Thank you very much, Mr. Decker.

4           That concludes our introduction

5 of bills and resolutions.

6           There are no reports from

7 committee today, so our next order of

8 business is the consideration of the

9 Calendar.

10           There being no bills on the

11 First Reading Calendar, the Chair

12 recognizes Councilwoman Parker for the

13 purpose of calling up resolutions and

14 bills on the Second Reading and Final

15 Passage Calendar.

16           COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Thank

17 you, Mr. President.  The following

18 resolutions and bills are being called up

19 from the Second Reading and Final Passage

20 Calendars today.  They are Nos. 200719,

21 200720, 200722, 200723, 200724, 200725,

22 200726, and 200728.  All other bills and

23 resolutions are being held,

24 Mr. President.

25           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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2 Thank you very much, Councilwoman.

3           We will now move to our public

4 comment session.  I think we will only

5 need a brief moment to pause to allow our

6 technology professionals some time to

7 connect the speakers we have for today's

8 meeting.

9           We'll take like two minutes, it

10 should take.

11           (Brief pause.)

12           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13 Thank you very much.  Now that everyone

14 is connected to the meeting and before

15 considering the resolutions and bills we

16 have before us today, we will consider

17 the public comment session.  It will go

18 as follows:

19           Public comment must concern

20 matters on the Second Reading and Final

21 Passage Calendars for possible action at

22 a session of Council.  A speaker on any

23 of those matters must sign up in order to

24 testify.  You must call 215-686-3406 by

25 3:00 p.m. the day before the session to
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2 sign up for public comment.

3           When you call, we will take

4 your name, phone number, the number of

5 the legislative item you are commenting

6 on, and whether you are in support or

7 against the legislation and add you to

8 the list.  We will telephone each person

9 on the list during the Council session

10 and invite them to our remote meeting.

11           Under ideal circumstances, you

12 will have three minutes to speak.  So

13 today you actually have three minutes to

14 speak, because this is ideal

15 circumstances.  We don't have a

16 significant number of people.

17           So a timer will be started.  We

18 will monitor your remaining time

19 throughout your testimony, and when there

20 are 30 seconds remaining, it will be your

21 time and you will be reminded of this.

22 Once your allotted time has passed, you

23 will be asked to conclude your remarks.

24 Shortly thereafter, you will be muted and

25 disconnected from the remote meeting.
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2           I also reserve the right to

3 limit the number of speakers where

4 repetitious comments are being made on

5 the same matter and to limit the scope of

6 testimony to only certain items on the

7 agenda during the emergency, which could

8 affect callbacks for public comment at

9 the meeting.

10           Please be aware that this

11 public meeting is being recorded.

12 Because the meeting is public,

13 participants and viewers have no

14 reasonable expectation of privacy.  So by

15 continuing to be in the meeting, you are

16 consenting to being recorded.

17           I will now ask the Chief Clerk

18 please read the name of our first

19 speaker.

20           CHIEF CLERK:  Gabriella Nicole

21 Rodriguez DeJesus.

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

23 morning.

24           MS. DeJESUS:  Good morning,

25 Council President.
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2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Just

3 state your name for the record and

4 proceed with your testimony.

5           MS. DeJESUS:  My name is

6 Gabriella Nicole Rodriguez DeJesus.  I

7 want to thank the Council for allowing me

8 to speak today.  I want to thank my

9 District Councilmember, Mark Squilla, for

10 sponsoring this resolution, and I want to

11 thank Councilwoman Maria Quinones for

12 introducing this resolution.

13           I'm speaking on behalf of her

14 resolution in support of the Puerto Rico

15 (connection issue).  This resolution is

16 an example of non-partisan not only in

17 the U.S. but in PR as well.  It is an

18 honest accounting of the island's history

19 and its problematic colonial

20 relationship.

21           As stated in the resolution,

22 Puerto Rico has multiple non-binding

23 referendum but with irregularities and

24 low turnout, only to be used as a

25 political football between parties.  Only
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2 the Puerto Rican people can decide, but

3 only Congress has the power to

4 acknowledge it.  It is clear that

5 previous attempts by the statehood party

6 to settle this status dispute have

7 failed.

8           The latest private site is an

9 example with the statehood vote-winning

10 margin being less than the 40,000

11 intentionally left blank ballots.

12           Bottom line, there is no

13 consensus.  This bill, HR 8113, should be

14 supported because it is the only

15 non-partisan and unbiased option

16 presented in Congress at this time.  It

17 does not attempt to force one specific

18 outcome or decision, and allows the

19 island the opportunity to make a binding

20 decision that has not been arranged by a

21 single party.

22           Support Puerto Ricans by

23 letting us decide our future after

24 500 years of colonialism.

25           Thank you so much.  I yield my
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2 time.

3           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4 Thank you.  Thank you so much for your

5 testimony.  We appreciate it.

6           CHIEF CLERK:  There are no

7 other speakers, Mr. President.

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9 Thank you very much, Mr. Decker.

10           That concludes our public

11 comment session for today.

12           We will now consider the bills

13 and resolutions on the Second Reading and

14 Final Passage Calendar.

15           Mr. Decker, can you please read

16 the title of Resolution No. 200719.

17           CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

18 congratulating and honoring Joseph A.

19 Lukaitis, Sr. on the occasion of his

20 retirement from the Philadelphia Police

21 Department after 24 years of dedicated

22 service to the residents of Philadelphia.

23           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24 Thank you.

25           The Chair recognizes Councilman
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2 Jones for a motion on the resolution.

3           COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

4 Mr. President.  I move for the passage of

5 the resolution and thank him for his

6 service.

7           (Duly seconded.)

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9 Thank you.  It has been moved and

10 seconded that the resolution be adopted.

11           All in favor indicate by saying

12 aye.

13           (Aye.)

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15 Those opposed?

16           (No response.)

17           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

18 ayes have it, and that resolution is

19 adopted.

20           Mr. Decker, please read the

21 title of Resolution No. 200720.

22           CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

23 celebrating the 50th Birthday of PBS.

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

25 Chair again recognizes Councilman Jones.
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2           COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

3 Mr. President.  My smarter cousins in my

4 family only looked at that channel as

5 they grew up, and they are much better

6 off because of it financially.

7           I move for the adoption of the

8 resolution.

9           (Duly seconded.)

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11 Thank you.  It has been moved and

12 properly seconded that the resolution be

13 adopted.

14           All in favor say aye.

15           (Aye.)

16           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17 Those opposed?

18           (No response.)

19           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

20 ayes have it, and that resolution is

21 adopted.

22           Mr. Decker, please read the

23 title of Resolution No. 200722.

24           CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

25 recognizing and honoring the West Philly
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2 Panthers for their success in competing

3 in the 2020 American Youth Football

4 National Championship in Kissimmee,

5 Florida.

6           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

7 Chair again recognizes Councilman Jones.

8           COUNCILMAN JONES:  So I asked

9 Member Thomas, who is the recognized

10 advocate for youth sports, to

11 co-introduce this, and he agreed.

12           I move for the adoption of the

13 resolution.

14           (Duly seconded.)

15           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

16 been moved and properly seconded.

17           All those in favor indicate by

18 saying aye.

19           (Aye.)

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21 Those opposed?

22           (No response.)

23           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

24 ayes have it, and that resolution is

25 adopted.
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2           Mr. Decker, please read the

3 title of Resolution No. 200723.

4           CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

5 calling upon the United States Congress,

6 including members of its Pennsylvania

7 delegation, to support the passage of

8 House Resolution 8113, which recognizes

9 the inherent authority of the people of

10 Puerto Rico to call for a Constitutional

11 Assembly on Status.

12           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13 Thank you.

14           The Chair recognizes

15 Councilwoman Quinones-Sanchez.

16           COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

17 you, Council President.  I move for its

18 adoption.

19           (Duly seconded.)

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

21 been moved and properly seconded.

22           All those in favor say aye.

23           (Aye.)

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25 Those opposed?
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2           (No response.)

3           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

4 ayes have it, and that resolution is

5 adopted.

6           Mr. Decker, please read the

7 title of Resolution No. 200724.

8           CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

9 recognizing and honoring Drew Weissman,

10 Medical Doctor, Ph.D., and Katalin

11 Kariko, Ph.D. for their visionary

12 discoveries at the University of

13 Pennsylvania leading to development of

14 the messenger ribonucleic acid technology

15 which is the foundation of leading

16 COVID-19 vaccine candidates.

17           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

18 Chair recognizes Councilman Domb.

19           COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Thank you,

20 Council President.  This is pretty

21 amazing that in Philadelphia we have the

22 two doctors who were able to develop the

23 solution for these pharmaceutical

24 companies to get the vaccine.  We should

25 all be like so proud of that.  It's kind
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2 of amazing that Philadelphia is the

3 reason why these vaccines are out there.

4 It's amazing to me, and we should all be

5 very proud.

6           Now what we need to do, as

7 Councilmember Bass and all of us feel, is

8 make sure we get the right vaccines and

9 get them distributed, because we're

10 really the reason why the vaccine is

11 available.  We just have to make sure

12 they come out.

13           And with that, Council

14 President, I move for the adoption of

15 this resolution.

16           (Duly seconded.)

17           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18 Thank you.  It has been moved and

19 properly seconded.

20           All those in favor indicate by

21 saying aye.

22           (Aye.)

23           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24 Those opposed?

25           (No response.)
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2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

3 ayes have it, and that resolution is

4 adopted.

5           Mr. Decker, Resolution No.

6 200725.

7           CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

8 honoring and congratulating the Academy

9 at Palumbo Boys Volleyball team, on their

10 successful 2019 season and overall 15 to

11 6 record in the Philadelphia Public

12 League.

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14 Thank you.

15           The Chair recognizes Councilman

16 Thomas for a motion.

17           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank you,

18 Council President.  I move for the

19 adoption of the resolution.

20           (Duly seconded.)

21           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22 Thank you.  It's been moved and properly

23 seconded that the resolution be adopted.

24           All in favor indicate by saying

25 aye.
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2           (Aye.)

3           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4 Those opposed?

5           (No response.)

6           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

7 ayes have it, and that resolution is

8 adopted.

9           Mr. Decker, 200726.

10           CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

11 honoring the life and legacy of

12 Philadelphia Police Captain Frank

13 Milillo.

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

15 Chair recognizes Councilman Squilla.

16           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

17 Mr. President.  I move for the adoption

18 of the resolution.

19           (Duly seconded.)

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

21 been moved and properly seconded.

22           All those in favor indicate by

23 saying aye.

24           (Aye.)

25           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:



Stated Meeting
January 28, 2021

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 55

1     1/28/21 - STATED - 2ND READING

2 Those opposed?

3           (No response.)

4           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

5 ayes have it, and that resolution is

6 adopted.

7           Mr. Decker, please read the

8 title of Resolution No. 200728.

9           CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

10 recognizing and honoring legendary jazz

11 host Bob Perkins for his accomplishments

12 and contributions to radio and print

13 media in Philadelphia.

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

15 Chair recognizes Councilman Oh.

16           COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you very

17 much, Council President.  I move for the

18 adoption of the resolution.

19           (Duly seconded.)

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21 Thank you.  It has been moved and

22 properly seconded.

23           All those in favor indicate by

24 saying aye.

25           (Aye.)
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2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3 Those opposed?

4           (No response.)

5           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

6 ayes have it, and that resolution is

7 adopted.

8           Mr. Decker, please read any

9 additional resolutions that you may have

10 on today's Calendar.

11           CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

12 authorizing the Committee on

13 Appropriations to conduct hearings

14 regarding the Philadelphia Water

15 Department's equitable approach to

16 workforce development, including

17 employment and procurement strategies to

18 support safe, diverse, and inclusive

19 family-sustaining careers, introduced by

20 Councilwoman Quinones-Sanchez.

21           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

22 Chair recognizes Councilwoman

23 Quinones-Sanchez.

24           COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

25 you, Council President.  This resolution
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2 is co-sponsored by Councilmember

3 Katherine Gilmore Richardson, and I move

4 for its adoption.

5           (Duly seconded.)

6           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

7 been moved and properly seconded.

8           All those in favor say aye.

9           (Aye.)

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11 Those opposed?

12           (No response.)

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

14 ayes have it, and that resolution is

15 adopted.

16           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

17 authorizing the Committee on Children and

18 Youth to conduct hearings examining the

19 relationship between the property tax

20 exemption for wealthy non-profits on the

21 School District's budget and the

22 resulting environmental hazards in School

23 District facilities on the health and

24 safety of Philadelphia's most vulnerable

25 children, introduced by Councilwoman
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2 Brooks.

3           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

4 Chair recognizes Councilwoman Brooks.

5           COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  I move

6 for the adoption of this resolution.

7           (Duly seconded.)

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

9 been moved and properly seconded.

10           All those in favor indicate by

11 saying aye.

12           (Aye.)

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14 Those opposed?

15           (No response.)

16           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

17 ayes have it, and that resolution is

18 adopted.

19           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

20 authorizing the Committee on Public

21 Health and Human Services to hold

22 hearings to investigate the City's

23 vaccine contracting process, including an

24 examination of Philly Fighting COVID's

25 contract with the City, introduced by
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2 Councilwoman Bass.

3           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

4 Chair recognizes Councilwoman Bass.

5           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

6 Mr. President.  I move for the adoption.

7           (Duly seconded.)

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

9 been moved and properly seconded.

10           All those in favor say aye.

11           (Aye.)

12           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13 Those opposed?

14           (No response.)

15           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

16 ayes have it, and that resolution is

17 adopted.

18           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

19 authorizing hearings in Council's

20 Committee on Public Health and Human

21 Services to assess citywide compliance of

22 Bill No. 200306, which mandates

23 healthcare workers receive paid leave

24 should they become infected with the

25 novel coronavirus, introduced by
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2 Councilman Oh.

3           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

4 Chair recognizes Councilman Oh.

5           (No response.)

6           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7 Councilman Oh?

8           COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  He may be

9 having technical difficulties,

10 Mr. President.  On behalf of

11 Councilmember Oh, I move for the

12 adoption.

13           (Duly seconded.)

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

15 been moved and properly seconded.

16           All those in favor indicate by

17 saying aye.

18           (Aye.)

19           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20 Those opposed?

21           (No response.)

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

23 ayes have it, and that resolution is

24 adopted.

25           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution
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2 calling for a public hearing to examine

3 the City of Philadelphia's compliance

4 with the Pennsylvania Firefighter Cancer

5 Presumption Act, introduced by Councilman

6 Oh.

7           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

8 Chair again one more time recognizes

9 Councilman Oh.  Are you here?

10           COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you very

11 much.  WiFi problems, Council President.

12           I move for the adoption of the

13 resolution.

14           (Duly seconded.)

15           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

16 been moved and properly seconded.

17           All those in favor indicate by

18 saying aye.

19           (Aye.)

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21 Those opposed?

22           (No response.)

23           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

24 ayes have it, and that resolution is

25 adopted.
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2           CHIEF CLERK:  There are no

3 other resolutions on the Final Passage

4 Calendar, Mr. President.

5           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

6 Thank you very much.

7           That concludes our Calendar for

8 today, and we will move to our speeches.

9           Prior to recognizing members

10 regarding speeches, I will note for the

11 record at this time we will use the Chat

12 feature available in Microsoft Teams to

13 allow members to signify that they wish

14 to be recognized.  In order to comply

15 with the Sunshine Act, the Chat feature

16 must only be used for this purpose.

17           With that said, are there any

18 speeches on behalf of the minority?

19           With that, the Chair recognizes

20 Councilwoman Brooks.

21           COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Can you

22 guys hear me?  I'm having --

23           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Yes.

24           COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  --

25 connectivity issues.
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2           Thank you, Council President.

3 I want to say a few words to mark our

4 first Council session back.

5           As we know all too well, there

6 is no shortage of problems facing

7 Philadelphians today, from the

8 devastating toll of the raging pandemic,

9 the gun violence epidemic and the opioid

10 crisis, to the Controller's recent report

11 on the police response to civil unrest,

12 the safety and well-being in our

13 neighborhoods, and our people must remain

14 our top priority.

15           We also know that there's no

16 easy solutions.  We need our young people

17 to return to school, but we can only do

18 so if there's safety and the safety of

19 school staff is guaranteed.  We need to

20 protect our workers as our local economy

21 continues to open back up, which includes

22 adequate paid sick leave for all.  And we

23 need an organized, robust, accessible

24 vaccine operation citywide that

25 prioritizes communities and neighborhoods
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2 that have been hit the hardest by the

3 pandemic.

4           Despite these challenges, I am

5 hopeful.  We have seen positive messaging

6 coming from President Biden that he will

7 do what we did in Philadelphia, expand

8 sick leave, remove exemptions, and

9 protect all front-line workers.

10           We as a Council body are united

11 in our commitment to understanding what

12 mistakes led to the failure of Philly

13 Fighting COVID and working with the

14 Administration to swiftly correct,

15 strengthen, and expand our city's

16 vaccination efforts, and we are seeking

17 an unprecedented level of collaboration

18 and dedication to the issue of gun

19 violence and community safety.  Just the

20 other day, my office held a meeting that

21 brought together criminal, legal reform

22 advocates, and violence prevention

23 leaders, groups that usually operate in

24 isolation.  This kind of collaboration is

25 what's needed in this moment.  It
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2 requires everyone coming to the table to

3 stop the violence in our streets and will

4 require bold solutions and new ideas to

5 create real safety in our communities,

6 safety that we can feel.

7           There's no doubt that we have

8 our work cut out for us and that budget

9 shortages will continue to pose a

10 challenge as we address these issues.

11 That is why today I introduced a

12 resolution to hold hearings on Payment in

13 Lieu of Taxes, or PILOTs, as a way for

14 the City to generate additional revenue

15 that does not place the burden on working

16 people.  We have to make sure that

17 everyone is paying their fair share.

18           And as we look towards the

19 possibility of schools reopening, we must

20 prioritize our students who have

21 experienced unmeasurable losses this past

22 year.  If we make our buildings safe and

23 support our students, we need funding to

24 do so.

25           So I want to say welcome back
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2 to my colleagues.  We have a new

3 administration in the White House.  We

4 are beginning a new Council session, and

5 today is a new day.  And to the viewing

6 public, I want to say we see you and

7 we're fighting for you.

8           Thank you so much, Council

9 President.

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11 Thank you, Councilwoman.

12           The Chair recognizes Councilman

13 Oh.

14           COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you very

15 much, Council President.  First, I wanted

16 to thank Councilwoman Bass for her

17 introduction of the resolution.  I have

18 heard so much, as we all have, just how

19 bizarre and strange and confusing it is,

20 frustrating for people.  They cannot

21 understand what's going on with this

22 vaccine, and for all the healthcare

23 workers and everyone who struggled with

24 this, and I've been contacted by people

25 who said I've gotten my first shot and I
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2 need to get my second, how do I do it.  I

3 have no explanation for them, other than

4 we're going to look into this, and people

5 want to have this fixed as soon as

6 possible.

7           I also want to thank her for

8 co-sponsoring my two resolutions for

9 hearings in front of Public Health, and

10 the reason I did that is because

11 unfortunately over our break, I posted

12 some information about the Healthcare

13 Workers Protection Law signed into law by

14 Mayor Kenney, unanimously passed by this

15 Council protecting healthcare workers who

16 contracted COVID-19.  To my surprise, I

17 had so many e-mails and responses that

18 they were being forced to use their

19 vacation time, use their sick days.  They

20 weren't being treated.  They were on

21 their own for healthcare.  And there

22 seems to be a lot of confusion or just a

23 lack of knowledge by healthcare providers

24 what the law is in Philadelphia, and so

25 that is a hearing we're going to have.
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2           Simultaneously Jenice Armstrong

3 wrote in the Inquirer about the

4 Pennsylvania Cancer Presumption for

5 Firefighters, and from that, I also heard

6 from other firefighters that are very

7 concerned.  Quite frankly, they're

8 expressing that they are not -- there is

9 not a compliance with this Cancer

10 Presumption.  I don't know.  I take what

11 they say seriously.  I believe what

12 they're saying.  We need to look into

13 this as well.

14           And, finally, I'm just going to

15 say that I was really, as all of us,

16 really just disturbed by the story that

17 came out that exposed sexual harassment,

18 racial discrimination, just the workplace

19 abuses at the national level of CBS, not

20 our local station here, not the parent

21 company.  And we were very just

22 disheartened to read about insults and

23 disparaging comments directed towards

24 Ukee Washington, just a class act of a

25 person, a person of integrity, just
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2 really one of the staples of Philadelphia

3 media who we all respect.  We all in this

4 Chamber had an opportunity to meet him

5 over the years.  What a gentleman, what a

6 positive figure.  What a terrible thing

7 to do to this gentleman.

8           Anyway, because of the

9 technicalities of virtual, I learned

10 about it too late to get onto this

11 Council session Calendar, but I have

12 distributed a resolution standing with

13 him and all other employees who are

14 subject to that kind of mistreatment, and

15 I look forward to that being voted on

16 next week.

17           Thank you very much, Council

18 President.

19           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20 Thank you, Councilman.

21           Speeches on behalf of the

22 majority?

23           I'd like to recognize

24 Councilwoman Gilmore Richardson.

25           COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Thank
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2 you, Mr. President.  I rise today with

3 much consternation and in complete and

4 utter dismay over the atrocious set of

5 circumstances we all have been apprised

6 of related to our City's Health

7 Department and the dubious partnership

8 with Philly Fighting COVID, a novice

9 organization run by a student with no

10 medical training or certifications.

11           First, I want to acknowledge

12 Mayor Kenney, Dr. Farley, and all the

13 hard-working staff members who have been

14 balancing the demands and responses to

15 multiple, ongoing, unprecedented crises

16 all at once.  What we all have

17 collectively gone through over the past

18 year would be challenging at best under

19 the best of circumstances.  I want to

20 recognize that and acknowledge it.

21           But, Mr. President, over the

22 past few days as the stories continue to

23 unfold about the multiple mishaps of the

24 student-run organization, including

25 Mr. Doroshin's recent admission that he
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2 took vaccines home and administered them

3 to friends, despite not having a medical

4 certification or permission to do so, and

5 then allegedly posting the video of the

6 act on Snapchat, I could not help but

7 wonder, as all my church mothers used to

8 say, how they got over.  How did a group

9 led by a college student with no medical

10 experience and no track record of

11 providing medical services anywhere get

12 the responsibility of overseeing a part

13 of our city's vaccine distribution at one

14 of the largest buildings in our city?

15           Before I could fully grasp the

16 complexities of the multiple mishaps,

17 first I had to press the rewind button.

18 I distinctly remember last year, on

19 May 7th, 2020 to be exact, I submitted a

20 letter to Mayor Kenney signed by 12 of my

21 colleagues here in Council urging him to

22 direct resources to the Black Doctors

23 COVID-19 Consortium to assist the testing

24 operations they independently established

25 to fill a need and void of testing in
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2 communities most impacted by COVID-19,

3 communities who desperately needed

4 testing, the Black Doctors COVID-19

5 Consortium founded and run by

6 Board-certified pediatric surgeon Dr. Ala

7 Stanford and her team of dedicated

8 medical professionals.

9           Dr. Stanford worked to recruit

10 volunteer doctors, nurses, and other

11 healthcare workers to set up COVID-19

12 testing sites all across the City,

13 partnered with trusted community anchor

14 organizations with significant

15 credibility in black and brown

16 communities.

17           So why is that important?

18 Black and brown people have been

19 disproportionately impacted by this

20 virus, not only by higher rates of

21 infection and mortality but also

22 economically.  All of us have struggled

23 with this pandemic, but black and brown

24 communities continue to be most adversely

25 impacted by COVID-19 and less likely to
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2 trust getting the vaccine.

3           On May 27th, 2020, this body's

4 advocacy continued.  Our Majority Leader,

5 Councilwoman Cherelle L. Parker,

6 passionately questioned Dr. Farley on how

7 other organizations received contracts to

8 perform testing and contact tracing on

9 behalf of the City while the Black

10 Doctors COVID-19 Consortium tested a

11 record number of Philadelphians and still

12 had not received support from the City.

13           Dr. Farley had clearly reviewed

14 the proposal submitted by the Black

15 Doctors, because he thought their

16 proposal was high.  As our Appropriations

17 Chair, Councilmember Maria

18 Quinones-Sanchez, said in her response to

19 his criticism, how dare a black group ask

20 for $7 million.

21           It was not until July 1st that

22 the Administration contracted with the

23 Black Doctors COVID-19 Consortium.

24           In a city where -- and I want

25 everybody to hear me very clearly --
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2 white privilege, institutional racism,

3 generational poverty, and lack of

4 inclusion have been the standard

5 experience for African Americans, who are

6 the majority of our city's population,

7 you would think the City would jump at

8 the opportunity to expand testing for the

9 most vulnerable while increasing economic

10 opportunity for a minority and

11 woman-owned organization.

12           Regrettably, Mr. President, the

13 Philly Fighting COVID debacle clearly

14 shows the Administration still does not

15 value the work of the Black Doctors

16 COVID-19 Consortium.

17           When we are only one of five

18 cities in the country who have been

19 entrusted to receive vaccines directly

20 instead of relying on the distribution of

21 our state, it is astonishing that the

22 Administration seemingly handed the

23 responsibility over to a 22-year-old

24 graduate student with no healthcare or

25 real professional experience at all.
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2           This city has a dismal track

3 record with supporting black and brown

4 businesses with and through its

5 contracting process.  Legacy vendors are

6 relied on repeatedly to provide services

7 regardless of performance, and they can

8 be more cost competitive because they

9 have the infrastructure and the resources

10 already in place that businesses looking

11 to build capacity often don't.

12           Department commissioners and

13 directors have discretion on their

14 contracting, and despite policies that

15 allegedly require the use of a racial

16 equity lens, there have been no

17 significant changes and no actual

18 requirements to issue contracts

19 differently.

20           Businesses owned by people of

21 color and women are often relegated to

22 secondary subcontract opportunities while

23 the City claims it's meeting its M/WBE

24 contracting goals.  In the 2020 OEO

25 Annual Report, there was only one, one
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2 minority-owned business that made it into

3 the top ten prime vendors list.  Five of

4 the remaining nine firms have fewer than

5 10 percent of their total contract award

6 given to an MBE firm.  None of them

7 reached 25 percent.

8           It doesn't matter how qualified

9 a minority business is, how much

10 education is attained, and how many

11 certifications are earned.  Minority

12 businesses are relegated to the

13 subcontractor position.

14           When I read a report that

15 Dr. Stanford, after her heroic efforts,

16 was asked to partner with Philly Fighting

17 COVID, I was furious, furious,

18 Mr. President.  How dare you, how dare

19 you ask the Black Doctors COVID-19

20 Consortium, an organization run by

21 Board-certified physicians and nurses,

22 many of whom have been practicing

23 medicine for longer than most of the

24 Philly Fighting COVID team has been

25 alive, to partner with Philly Fighting
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2 COVID?

3           How dare you ask Dr. Stanford

4 to be the face of your vaccination

5 campaign, to use her name and her

6 organization's name to convince people to

7 participate in the vaccination program

8 and not provide her with the resources

9 and respect to set up a large-scale site

10 like you did Philly Fighting COVID?

11           This can never happen again.

12 That's why I'm standing together with our

13 leadership team and our colleagues and

14 Chair of our Public Health and Human

15 Services Committee, Councilmember Cindy

16 Bass, to demand answers on behalf of our

17 constituents.

18           To the Administration, I say we

19 are listening to what you say, but we are

20 watching what you do.  Your actions are

21 the only thing that will lead us to

22 believe you are actually taking the use

23 of a racial and equity lens seriously.

24           And, finally, I want to

25 apologize to my fellow Philadelphians.  I
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2 hope you will give the City an

3 opportunity to regain your trust and give

4 you the assurance you need to feel

5 confident that the vaccine is safe and

6 that we as your elected representatives

7 have your health and safety as our very

8 first priority.

9           Thank you, Mr. President.

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11 Thank you so much, Councilwoman, for your

12 fresh perspective that I'm sure a lot of

13 people agree with.  Thank you.

14           The Chair recognizes

15 Councilwoman Parker next.

16           COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Thank

17 you, Mr. President.

18           To Councilwoman Katherine

19 Gilmore Richardson, ditto.

20           You know, what she said, just

21 like that, and we'll get there.  But I

22 want to start on a positive note,

23 Mr. President.  I want to start with a

24 young gentleman who you had the foresight

25 to bring into this body that our former
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2 Treasurer and our former Budget Director,

3 our former everything in this city in

4 Sade, who worked in your office,

5 Mr. President, she had the great honor

6 and privilege of helping to mentor this

7 young gentleman, but last night he sought

8 to change the game as it relates to what

9 we expect to come from Ivy League

10 institutions, and that was we kicked off

11 the Fels Spring Speaker Series

12 Presentation with our very own -- I'm

13 sorry, PFM.  He's still ours -- Matt

14 Stitt, and that the focus is on racial

15 equity and social justice conversation,

16 and I kicked it off last night.  Leader

17 McClinton, along with Whip Harris,

18 they're going to be second, and our

19 Appropriations Chair, Councilwoman Maria

20 Quinones-Sanchez, is going to close it

21 out.

22           There were over 200 people on

23 the call last night from all walks of

24 life, and we talked about racial equity.

25 And, Mr. President, I want you to know, I
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2 took a page out of your book and I made a

3 call for interns, Mr. President, because

4 I said y'all need to be using y'all

5 intellectual prowess for good and we need

6 y'all, so y'all come on in.  So I want

7 you to know we did say that.

8           The next thing I want to say is

9 that it took me three days to watch it

10 because it brought back some painful

11 memories, and last year I remembered all

12 of these academicians and do-gooders,

13 many of whom I thought had nothing but

14 goodwill in their hearts, advocate for

15 safe injection sites in the City of

16 Philadelphia and condemn those who said

17 this is not what we need in Philadelphia.

18 And for those people who had that

19 perspective, they attempted to castigate

20 them as NIMBYs who weren't being

21 sensitive to the opioid crisis.

22           On today, I thank Netflix.  I

23 thank you, Netflix.  If any of the execs

24 pay attention what we do, we thank you

25 for giving an opportunity for those who
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2 created crack cocaine corruption and

3 conspiracy that is now being aired on

4 Netflix.  For those of you who lived in

5 Philadelphia through the '80s, you know

6 how it ravaged our community.  You know

7 the lack of insensitivity that folks seem

8 to have when they got tough on crime.

9 You know about what happened overseas

10 with our United States attempting to fund

11 a war, and what one of those who

12 participated in a documentary called

13 Chemical Warfare that was actually

14 engaged here in the states and

15 particularly in the black community, for

16 those of you who condemned people who

17 said no, who saw their own families

18 impacted by this, I want you to watch it.

19 It took me three days, but some of you

20 can probably do it in an hour and 15 or

21 an hour and 20, but if you want to

22 understand why the advocacy against it

23 was so strong, you don't need a white

24 paper to understand it.  Listen to the

25 people who lived through it.  That's
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2 that.

3           Next, my phone has been ringing

4 since last night.  I've had leaders of

5 women's organizations across this city

6 call me about some editorial.  I haven't

7 seen the editorial.  I haven't read the

8 editorial, but apparently the editorial

9 says something about Commissioner

10 Danielle Outlaw resigning and that she

11 should resign, and leaders of these

12 women's organizations were calling saying

13 what can and should we do.  I haven't

14 read it, I need to say to all of them,

15 because by the time I respond via text,

16 it would be tomorrow.  Let me read it,

17 but you all should have a discussion

18 about it.  And while we are members of

19 this City Council, the greatest thing you

20 can do, right, is make sure that you let

21 your voice be heard by communicating with

22 whatever you read that you disagree with.

23 If you affirm it, affirm it, but if you

24 disagree with it, let your voice be

25 heard, and obviously members of this
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2 legislative body, they will do the same.

3           Finally, on fighting for COVID,

4 there's not much more you can add to what

5 Councilwoman Katherine Gilmore Richardson

6 said, but, Councilwoman, I was here when

7 Arlene Ackerman was at the School

8 District and she was doing her best to

9 diversify access to opportunity to make

10 sure that minority firms had an

11 opportunity to do business with the

12 School District, and I remember how she

13 was castigated.  I know how folks have

14 been castigated in this city when they

15 have tried their best to assist minority

16 developers in having access to the

17 opportunity to do business in the City.

18           I want to ask these questions

19 on the record.  Councilwoman Bass as

20 Chair of our Committee on Health and

21 Human Services, I thank you, and Imma be

22 Johnny-on-the-spot right there by your

23 side as you lead this effort to find out

24 what occurred, but I want to put this on

25 the record now.
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2           The Health Department disclosed

3 this week that approximately 2,500

4 vaccine doses went to the Black Doctors

5 COVID-19 Consortium while 7,000 doses

6 went to Philly Fighting COVID.  Who made

7 this decision and on what basis?  And as

8 Philadelphia struggles with COVID's

9 disproportionate impact on black and

10 brown communities, you should have an

11 answer.

12           I want to know how did this

13 unproven, unqualified group of

14 non-healthcare-related young people get

15 pushed to the front of the line of the

16 vaccine distribution?

17           This is the most important one:

18 Who advocated on their behalf?

19           I guess reporters when they're

20 doing this, they do what we call a right

21 to know, right?  That's what they do, and

22 I've seen it happen quite often.  What's

23 our lady name?  She does our -- Mary, I

24 think it is.  Mary said, you got to

25 learn, Cherelle.  I know you're a
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2 dinosaur, but you got to learn how to

3 give me all of these things on your --

4 the text messages on your phone and we

5 got to give them.

6           The Administration does not

7 have to wait for Councilmember Bass's

8 hearing to send to City Council every

9 e-mail that they received.  Somebody put

10 their name on the line.  Somebody's

11 credibility, somebody said, you should do

12 this because I'm telling you they're

13 credible.  Somebody said it,

14 Mr. President, and I want to know who it

15 was.  And let me tell you why.  Because

16 folks raised hell in the midst of this

17 global pandemic, the civil and social

18 unrest calling for an end to police

19 brutality, what we witnessed that was

20 wrong on I-76 with the use of teargas and

21 rubber bullets, and people popped their

22 fists in the air, and I remember hearing

23 here in City Council when we were

24 questioning the Administration, and my

25 friend from Erie called who I used to
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2 serve with, and he said, this seems like

3 a Watergate hearing.  Who gave the order

4 to use the teargas?  Who gave the order?

5           Well, I want to know, Mayor

6 Kenney, Health Commissioner Farley.  And

7 you know I hold both of you in high

8 esteem.  Fauci, Levine, and Farley, you

9 helped keep Philadelphia doing well and

10 fighting against this, but I want to know

11 who made the call.  I want to know who

12 put their credibility on the line.  I

13 want to know who said this is a green

14 light, you should go.  And I want to know

15 who said this group had the credibility,

16 had the academic credentials and this is

17 what the City of Philadelphia should be

18 doing.

19           You want me to tell you why,

20 Mr. President?  Because to some people,

21 black lives matter when it's sexy, but

22 usually when it comes to economic

23 opportunity, all of the sudden that black

24 lives matter thinking goes out the

25 window.
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2           Dr. Stanford, credible, doing

3 the work, right?  If there was an

4 opportunity for any economic advancement,

5 who do you think should have been

6 deserving of it?  It should have been

7 her.

8           To all of the Fels students who

9 were on the call last night who heard me

10 tell you that my grandmother told me it

11 wasn't enough to be proficient, that you

12 are going to have to be better, and don't

13 tell me it's not fair, Cherelle Parker,

14 because life ain't fair.  You can't walk

15 in the door, simply know exactly what

16 your counterpart knows.  You've got to

17 study harder, you better know it better,

18 and you better be able to justify it.

19           And we're all human, right?

20 And we all make mistakes.  Lord knows I

21 made my own, but in Washington, DC on

22 January the 6th, we watched two systems

23 of justice.  You remember watching that

24 African American Capitol police officer

25 walking up the steps while the angry mob
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2 and rioters were coming at him and his

3 quick thinking to get them to go up the

4 other way so they wouldn't go into the --

5 guess what black people saw?  If it was

6 twisted, if it was a white officer and a

7 mob had been black, they wouldn't have

8 made it up the steps, because they would

9 have gotten picked off one by one.  They

10 saw two systems of justice.

11           Philadelphia, we just showed

12 the world that good things happen in

13 Philadelphia.  The nation's eyes were

14 upon us when people castigated our city,

15 but working with our commissioners, our

16 residents came out in record numbers, and

17 I'm telling you, I never peacocked as

18 much as I did during the past election.

19 I was proud to be a Philadelphian.

20           But now if we don't get the

21 answers about this, we will affirm what

22 you know who said when he told the world

23 that bad things happen in Philadelphia.

24           Let good things happen in

25 Philadelphia and tell the truth.
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2           Thank you, Mr. President.

3           And, colleagues, I apologize to

4 you.  Imma stop apologizing for being

5 lengthy.  Y'all like my family.  You

6 know, they always say, well, listen, when

7 she get started, you'd better wait,

8 because she's going to keep talking until

9 she's finished.

10           So that's just it, but I thank

11 you all so very much for listening.

12           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13 Thank you, Councilwoman.  It's a good

14 start to our new session.  Appreciate you

15 and appreciate your passion.

16           The Chair recognizes Councilman

17 Johnson.

18           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

19 Council President.  It looks good to see

20 all of my colleagues back as we kick off

21 this new year very passionately, fighting

22 on behalf of those most in need, and so I

23 just want to thank everybody for their

24 passion and commitment to continue to

25 move our City of Philadelphia forward.
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2           I just have a brief statement

3 and just want to thank all of my

4 colleagues who signed onto a resolution

5 calling on Mayor Kenney and the

6 Administration to make Juneteenth an

7 official holiday.  I want to thank

8 Councilman Curtis Jones, who worked with

9 me on this issue, and I thank Mayor

10 Kenney, who I talked to yesterday, and he

11 signed an Executive Order to make

12 Juneteenth an official holiday here in

13 the City of Philadelphia.

14           I want to take a moment to

15 acknowledge the advocates from the

16 Juneteenth Coalition across the City of

17 Philadelphia, who were going to do their

18 own storming on City Hall had this issue

19 not been addressed, and I want to take a

20 moment to acknowledge Mr. Amir (ph)

21 Staley, Supreme Dow, Kofi Asante, Ron

22 Brown, Michael Rashid, Ali Salahuddin,

23 Joe Certaine, and Michael Coard for

24 staying on the case and advocating,

25 because surely this is a holiday that is
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2 deserving.  It reflects not only African

3 American culture, it reflects American

4 history as well.

5           And so just thank you for all

6 stepping up to the plate and being

7 co-sponsors of the piece of legislation

8 that we did not decide to move forward on

9 based upon the Mayor moving forward and

10 signing an Executive Order making

11 Juneteenth an official holiday.  And,

12 again, I want to give a shout-out to

13 Councilman Curtis Jones, who counseled

14 with me.  We talked about the

15 technicalities around the resolution, and

16 just want to personally say thank you,

17 Councilman Curtis Jones, and thank you to

18 all of my colleagues.  Take care.

19           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20 Thank you, Councilman.

21           The Chair recognizes Councilman

22 Green.

23           COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you,

24 Council President.  It's good to hear the

25 voice of passion in this body this
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2 morning.  I want to bring one quick

3 aside.  Due to the pandemic, so many

4 different organizations that we typically

5 use to do different events, especially

6 our non-profit communities, could not

7 have the events that they traditionally

8 have to raise money.  So many

9 non-profits, both small and large, have

10 been really financially strapped by this

11 pandemic.

12           Many people in this body know I

13 do a lot of advocacy in the disability

14 community.  One organization that I

15 support very strongly is Special

16 Olympics, and every year in December I

17 challenge my colleagues to join me in the

18 Polar Plunge, which we've done at Drexel

19 University.  This year they're not doing

20 the Polar Plunge because of the pandemic

21 and health and safety issues, but we're

22 doing what's called the Polar Pop.  And

23 Councilmember Oh talked about my

24 fraternity brother Ukee Washington who

25 was unjustly maligned, but also on his
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2 station CBS3 yesterday, they showed a

3 video and the launch of the Polar Pop in

4 Special Olympics, where they're having

5 various individuals basically take a

6 water balloon, fill it with cold water,

7 and pop it on camera to support the

8 Special Olympics in lieu of the Polar

9 Plunge.

10           So like in previous years I've

11 challenged my colleagues to do the Polar

12 Plunge, I'm going to challenge them to do

13 the Polar Pop with me on video.  They can

14 film it at their office or outside or

15 somewhere, but I think it's important

16 that we support the Special Olympics in

17 their fundraising activity.  And my

18 office will send out information to

19 members of Council.  I look forward for

20 you joining me in the Polar Pop and

21 helping to support Special Olympics in

22 their fundraising efforts.  And it's due

23 to the pandemic that Special Olympics has

24 to transition from the Polar Plunge to

25 the Polar Pop.
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2           And it's because this pandemic

3 has been something that none of us have

4 ever seen, we're dealing with multiple

5 crisis issues in our nation, in our

6 state, and in our city, from the issues

7 of economic crisis, and I'm trying to

8 address that through my public bank

9 issue; the civil unrest, which many

10 colleagues have talked about today and

11 have been talking about; the homicide

12 rate that we have in our city; and the

13 pandemic.

14           And so you heard the passion

15 that was exhibited today.  I share that

16 passion and concern, because I have

17 received so many calls regarding this

18 issue, and what I'm going to say is that

19 I'm hopeful that we can chew gum and walk

20 at the same time.  And just because

21 people raise issues and critique and have

22 a concern about what happened, this does

23 not need to be a back and forth between

24 the Administration and Council.  "Well,

25 there was a Public Health hearing and
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2 Council should have taken additional

3 advocacy in that hearing about this new

4 organization," but, "well, Council does

5 not execute contracts."

6           So my concern, and I hope we

7 don't fall into the trap we traditionally

8 do, is make this an executive branch

9 versus legislative branch issue.  We need

10 to investigate and examine what happened,

11 but we also need to work together to

12 address this issue.

13           People are afraid.  We have

14 been in a vaccine and a pandemic for

15 getting close to a year.  People have

16 lost loved ones.  People have lost jobs.

17 They've lost businesses.

18           So, yes, we can examine what

19 happened and call out what should not

20 have been done, and we need to do that,

21 because people are afraid.  People want

22 to know how do I get this vaccination,

23 but just because we're calling out for

24 these issues and examining these issues

25 doesn't mean we can't also work together
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2 and address this issue and address how we

3 get vaccines.  And I understand it's been

4 a slow process getting vaccines from the

5 former administration, and we're speeding

6 things up now, but just because we are

7 raising these issues and have these

8 concerns, we also need to make sure that

9 we are getting the information to the

10 public about what's going in vaccines.

11           So just like I can be very

12 critical of Dr. Farley and others in

13 reference to how Philly Fighting COVID

14 has gotten these vaccines, I can also be

15 supportive of them, because I learned

16 information last week when I brought

17 together members of the disability

18 community because they had concerns about

19 the vaccination process and we got some

20 great information.  Just like

21 Councilmember Johnson just applauded the

22 Administration in reference to

23 Juneteenth, we also can raise issues and

24 concerns in reference to a lack of

25 economic development opportunities for
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2 small businesses, especially businesses

3 of color.

4           So I'm saying that in the

5 spirit of the fact that we have a

6 situation where people have legitimate

7 fear, fear that their loved ones might

8 transition, fear they may not have a job

9 or a business or how their child is being

10 left back in education.

11           So we're in a very challenging

12 time right now, and we're not going to be

13 perfect by any stretch of the

14 imagination.  I make errors every single

15 day, because I'm human like all of us,

16 and there's times that we try to do the

17 best that we can with the information

18 that we have, and we all acknowledge that

19 because this pandemic is something that's

20 unprecedented, but just because people

21 raise concerns and issues about

22 legitimate problems, that does not mean

23 we cannot work together.

24           And so I'm just hopeful that as

25 we come out of this conversation where we



Stated Meeting
January 28, 2021

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 98

1       1/28/21 - STATED - SPEECHES

2 thoroughly investigate who was

3 responsible for this situation occurring,

4 we're also going to work together to make

5 sure that we can build trust back into

6 our city.  Because when people say the

7 City is not working properly, they're not

8 just saying that about the

9 Administration.  They're also saying that

10 about City Council, because we're all the

11 City.

12           And so I'm hopeful that as we

13 go forward, just because we ask hard

14 questions and want to hold people

15 accountable for what may have occurred,

16 we still need to work together going

17 forward, because we all represent the

18 City, and when someone says the City is

19 not working, they're not just talking

20 about the Administration, they're also

21 talking about City Council.  They're

22 talking about the entire City of

23 Philadelphia.

24           And so in that spirit, I hope

25 we can move forward and work collectively
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2 together, even though we have our

3 specific roles and jobs to do, but we

4 still can do it collectively and work

5 forward, even though we ask the hard

6 questions of each other.

7           Thank you, Council President.

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9 Thank you so much, Councilman.

10           The Chair recognizes Councilman

11 Domb.

12           COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Thank you,

13 Council President.  And I wanted to

14 recognize Deborah Diamond today for her

15 work at Campus Philly.  During her time

16 as President, she really did an amazing

17 job in helping every student who took

18 classes in Philadelphia to consider at

19 least living in our city, studying here,

20 and working in our city and getting them

21 jobs.  So I appreciate that.

22           I also want to recognize

23 Dr. Levine, which we recognized today.

24 It's kind of amazing to see that our

25 Health Secretary is now appointed to a
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2 federal position by President Biden.  I

3 want to thank her for her tireless

4 service to the state and especially this

5 past year, and we wish her all, I guess,

6 the very best in this new position.  And

7 it's also I think tremendous for us to

8 acknowledge her years of advocacy on

9 behalf of the LGBTQ community, and we

10 should recognize that she will be the

11 first openly transgender person to serve

12 as a federal official in the United

13 States, and her representation of the

14 trans community on the federal level is

15 really meaningful to the City of

16 Philadelphia and around our country.

17           And, lastly, I want to join all

18 my members in your comments about this

19 vaccine and the rollout, and I will say

20 that I know all of us are getting phone

21 calls from everyone, and it's really an

22 embarrassment and a disgrace of what's

23 going on.  And I will say that I think

24 one of the other problems -- there's

25 three issues here.  One, we didn't do a
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2 good job in the beginning, and as

3 Councilmember Green said, we can do

4 better, and as Councilmember Kathy

5 Gilmore Richardson said, this is the

6 number one issue.

7           But here's one of the questions

8 that I have.  We're told we're getting

9 20,000 vaccines per week.  Yet Allegheny

10 County that has 360,000 fewer residents

11 is getting 20,000 vaccines a week.

12 That's not right.  We need someone -- and

13 I'll be happy to be the person or Council

14 President or the Mayor or whatever.  We

15 need to fight for more vaccines for

16 Philadelphians.  We should be getting

17 50,000 vaccines a week.

18           This is the number one issue.

19 We need more vaccines.  Then, of course,

20 we need a plan on how to implement it.

21 And I actually reached out to Congressman

22 Brady two days ago and talked about an

23 idea and a plan, and he worked on this

24 with me, and we now have almost every

25 major hospital in the City on board,
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2 Temple, Penn, Einstein, Jefferson, Wills

3 Eye, and I reached out to Dr. Ala

4 Stanford, head of the Black Doctors

5 COVID-19 Consortium.  We think they

6 should be the ones who are implementing

7 this vaccine.  And we have many parking

8 lots across this city, including union

9 parking lots, willing to cooperate and

10 have like drive-through clinics, and

11 we're going to present this idea and plan

12 to the Health Commissioner.

13           This rollout should occur from

14 the best hospitals and the Black

15 Consortium doctors in the City and allow

16 them to really take control of this.

17 They're the experts.

18           So I look for that going

19 forward and look for solutions.  I will

20 say that all the economic issues are tied

21 to getting this vaccine into the hands of

22 the residents of this city.  Every person

23 is calling all of us and saying, how do I

24 get my vaccine, or I got the first shot,

25 how do I get the second shot, and we're
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2 not looking too good right now.  So we

3 need to step this up and really we need

4 more vaccines in the City.

5           So thank you, Council

6 President.  I look forward to working on

7 this.

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9 Thank you, Councilman.

10           The Chair recognizes Councilman

11 Thomas.

12           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank you,

13 Council President.  I just want to, first

14 of all, echo the sentiments of my

15 colleagues and communicate some of the

16 frustration that we've seen with the

17 distribution of the vaccine.  I'm not

18 going to -- in the sports world, I'm not

19 go to continue tell you you missed the

20 lay-up.  They know they missed the

21 lay-up.  They acknowledged it, and they

22 know that this legislative body is going

23 to hold them accountable.

24           I had the opportunity today to

25 start my day at -- well, not physically
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2 unfortunately but virtually with

3 Northeast High School, and I just want to

4 take a moment to recognize the students

5 and the staff there.  We were able to

6 have a robust conversation as they were

7 able to start their day with a Career

8 Day, and I was able to have dialogue with

9 them about politics, the political

10 process, and the importance of them being

11 engaged.  And one of the immediate

12 questions from the young people was, when

13 will we be able to go back to school with

14 a hybrid model for us, and I was able to

15 tell them, listen, we want to hear from

16 you.  We want to hear from parents.  We

17 want to hear from children.  We want to

18 hear from teachers and administrators.

19 We want to know what is it that you want

20 to do and what is it that will make you

21 feel most comfortable.

22           We know that we have a number

23 of problems that we're facing in the City

24 of Philadelphia, and when we look at a

25 lot of these problems, our young people
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2 are suffering often more than anybody.

3           It was spoke heavily about the

4 Coronavirus crisis and the distribution

5 of the vaccine.  We have significant

6 issues with our schools.  We haven't even

7 talked about the terror attack that took

8 place last week and the fact that we have

9 to assure that anybody involved in that

10 activity is held accountable.

11           We have other issues as it

12 relates to economics.  I'm the Chair of

13 Streets and Services.  One of our biggest

14 issues that did not get discussed last

15 year was the number of fatalities from

16 car accidents, the issues with

17 hit-and-runs, and hopefully through some

18 of the work we're doing with the Motor

19 Vehicle Code legislation, we can look to

20 address that issue.

21           And then with all that being

22 said, and I'm pretty sure I missed a

23 couple things, we have to also keep our

24 eye on the prize as it relates to

25 addressing this issue of gun violence.



Stated Meeting
January 28, 2021

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 106

1       1/28/21 - STATED - SPEECHES

2 And I believe that this Council, in

3 collaboration with the right partners,

4 can really put ourself in the position,

5 whereas though right now we have more

6 shootings this year than days that we

7 have been in this actual calendar year,

8 and I know my colleague Councilmember

9 Johnson has not moved away from this

10 issue, but today I plan to send my

11 colleagues in Council as well as the

12 Administration a document that hopefully

13 we can talk about.  This specifically

14 speaks to the resolution that we all

15 voted on and agreed upon as it relates to

16 declaring gun violence a state of

17 emergency, but specific action items as

18 it relates to what should happen when we

19 declare a state of emergency.

20           COVID has forced us to be

21 innovative as it relates to everything we

22 do and how we think about things, and

23 when we declare a state of emergency as

24 it relates to gun violence, we have to be

25 innovative with that too.  That doesn't
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2 always just mean an increase in police

3 and military presence or curfews for

4 specific neighborhoods.  We can be

5 creative as it relates to how we address

6 the problems that we're facing.  We're

7 forced to essentially do so.

8           And I think that's the thing

9 that I really want to challenge all of us

10 to do, is to be more creative and

11 innovative as we look at the ills that we

12 have as a municipality and brainstorm

13 essentially how we address those

14 solutions.

15           I'm excited for the start of

16 the Council session.  I've been able to

17 work very hard with a lot of my

18 colleagues to be able to put together

19 some things that we know are going to be

20 happening in the next couple weeks to

21 give us some huge victories for our

22 children, for those who are most in need,

23 for those in a lot of different

24 industries and sectors who feel like

25 their voice hasn't been heard.
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2           So I just want to say that I'm

3 extremely optimistic as it relates to the

4 number of problems that we have in our

5 city and our ability to address those

6 problems.  Councilmember Derek Green said

7 we have to walk and chew gum at the same

8 time.  I agree with that a hundred

9 percent.  We're often in a defense mode

10 when it comes to unpredictable things

11 that happen, but I think what I'm really

12 trying to do is get the citizens of

13 Philadelphia to know that we are -- we

14 recognize that all of these problems

15 exist and we're working on a consistent

16 basis to try our best to be able to

17 address these issues.

18           So I'm excited to be back,

19 Council President.  I'm excited to see

20 and be able to work with my colleagues,

21 and I really look forward to putting us

22 in a position to be able to see what the

23 other side of Philadelphia looks like and

24 feels like after we battle and fight this

25 Coronavirus over the next couple weeks.
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2           I know I touched on a lot of

3 points, but the last thing I want to put

4 an emphasis on, because we're angry about

5 a lot of things clearly and we know we

6 have a lot of work to do, but there was a

7 terror attack on our country last week

8 and we understand that there were people

9 who are paid by our taxpayers who were a

10 part of that initiative, and a lot of

11 things have happened -- I'm sorry; not

12 last week, a couple weeks ago -- and a

13 lot of things that happened since then,

14 and this is our first Council session

15 back since then, and we are going to make

16 sure that we hold folks accountable,

17 specifically those who are in law

18 enforcement, who was a part of that

19 unfortunate situation.

20           So thank you, Council

21 President.  I appreciate the opportunity,

22 and colleagues.  I'm happy to be back.

23           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24 Thank you, Councilman.  We got a lot of

25 work to do.  I concur.
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2           The Chair recognizes

3 Councilwoman Gauthier.

4           COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Thank

5 you, Council President.

6           Good morning, colleagues, and

7 good morning, everyone.  I'm excited to

8 be back in session with these passionate

9 leaders of our city, and I'm honored to

10 continue representing my neighbors in

11 West and Southwest Philly.

12           The Freshman Four just

13 celebrated our one-year anniversary in

14 office earlier this month, and I think I

15 can speak for all of us when I say we

16 never could have imagined what this first

17 year would have in store for us and for

18 our city.  But throughout all of the

19 challenges and pain, all of the obstacles

20 and uncertainty, my mission is the same

21 as it was on day one.  I want to bridge

22 the gap between those who have and those

23 who don't.  I want to empower our

24 citizens to have a voice in decisions

25 that impact their communities, and I want
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2 to ensure that our neighborhoods are

3 diverse, accessible, and equitable for

4 generations to come.

5           And I'm proud of what City

6 Council accomplished last year.

7 Councilmembers Gym, Brooks, and I

8 sponsored the Emergency Housing

9 Protection Act, which has kept thousands

10 of our neighbors healthy and safe at home

11 in the midst of this deadly pandemic.

12           In partnership with the

13 Philadelphia Coalition for Affordable

14 Communities, my colleagues and I secured

15 $20 million for the Housing Trust Fund,

16 which will preserve affordable rental

17 units across the City and create new

18 ones.

19           And we advocated for public

20 safety reform to bring peace to our

21 communities and to build a foundation of

22 trust between police and the

23 neighborhoods they serve.

24           There are a variety of

25 important issues on my radar as we head
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2 into the new session.  It's hard to

3 overstate how important 2021 will be for

4 the future of our city.  What happens in

5 the coming months will have a long-term

6 impact on whether we are able to bounce

7 back from this difficult chapter and

8 whether that recovery is equitable.

9 Affordable housing will continue to be a

10 central focus of my work.

11           We were experiencing a housing

12 crisis even before COVID, and now these

13 efforts are that much more urgent.  A

14 study we commissioned last year affirmed

15 what members of our community already

16 know too well, that affordable housing is

17 increasingly out of reach for a growing

18 proportion of our residents.  And with

19 that in mind, I am partnering with

20 Seventh District Councilmember Maria

21 Quinones-Sanchez, a longstanding champion

22 of affordable neighborhoods, to introduce

23 mandatory inclusionary zoning bills,

24 which will apply to select tracts of both

25 our districts.
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2           Inclusionary zoning is a big

3 piece of the puzzle when we talk about

4 equitable development and would allow for

5 the creation of new affordable units in

6 the neighborhoods where new developments

7 are built.  This legislation will build

8 off of the commitment Council has already

9 shown to inclusionary zoning through the

10 adoption of the mixed-income housing

11 bonus.

12           Another major factor in our

13 recovery will be to continue addressing

14 the public health challenges presented by

15 COVID and, most critically, to get people

16 vaccinated.  We have sadly already seen

17 racial disparities begin to emerge in who

18 is getting vaccinated and who is not.

19 Right now with questions swirling about

20 the rollout, many people are

21 understandably feeling a lot of distrust.

22 I want to do everything I can to empower

23 my constituents with accurate information

24 so they can make the best decisions for

25 themselves and their families.
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2           And I'll continue to push for

3 more resources to address our escalating

4 gun violence crisis, yet another public

5 health crisis whose impact is felt most

6 deeply in our black and brown

7 communities.  Four hundred and

8 ninety-nine people lost their lives to

9 gun violence in our city last year, and

10 in the first 27 days of 2021, there have

11 been 41 homicides.  That's a 17 percent

12 increase from last year, the second most

13 violent year in our city's modern

14 history.

15           This problem is not going to go

16 away on its own.  Too many neighborhoods

17 in the Third District have turned into

18 war zones.  Too many people have been

19 hurt and traumatized.  So I'm going to

20 continue advocating for more resources

21 towards violence prevention and

22 intervention, supports for victims and

23 co-victims of shootings, and additional

24 measures that would ensure that our

25 city's response meets the level of
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2 urgency and transparency that this

3 emergency calls for.

4           I know how vital all of this

5 work is, and I'm energized by the

6 challenge ahead.  Moments of upheaval are

7 scary and difficult, but they're also

8 opportunities to enact real and lasting

9 change.  I know this great body will take

10 up that mantle this year and strive to

11 deliver for all Philadelphians.

12           Thank you so much.

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14 Thank you, Councilwoman.  Thank you for

15 your work.

16           The Chair recognizes Councilman

17 Jones.

18           COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

19 Mr. President.  A wise man said to me if

20 17 people are in a room and they always

21 agree, then 16 of them aren't necessary.

22 So I relish the fact that we battle, we

23 exchange ideas.  We do it most of the

24 time collegially, and we come up with the

25 best product that we can compromise on by
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2 way of legislation and public policy.

3           I want to thank you,

4 Mr. President, and your staff for working

5 with my staffer, Samantha Williams, on

6 the upcoming legislation on the Police

7 Civilian Oversight Commission, which will

8 be submitted next week but only after

9 your wisdom prevailed in having a wide

10 variety of people look at it, give their

11 input, from the Administration to the

12 FOP, from the Guardians, to Noble, to

13 POWER, who had a series of listening

14 sessions, and to the Defenders, to the

15 DA, for all of those eyes, all of that

16 input to come up with I think a product

17 that we could all stand behind.  So I

18 want to thank you for that.

19           I want to also say that as we

20 move forward, it is important to note the

21 reason why we created the Commission was

22 not just to be a stand-alone kind of

23 reviewer of policy.  It's important that

24 my colleague Member Johnson submitted the

25 no chokehold legislation.  It's important
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2 that my colleague, one of the Freshman

3 Four, Ms. Gilmore, is evaluating Act 111.

4 It is critical that we look at

5 Philadelphia Police Department training

6 so that we can know the proper way to

7 approach and de-escalate, because all of

8 these things will be what that Commission

9 reviews to see if we got it right.

10           So I want to thank you all for

11 that input, and I just want to

12 acknowledge your anniversary, Freshman

13 Four, and then say before that, I think

14 there was a Freshman Four that was

15 Johnson, Parker, Bass, and Squilla, and

16 then the original freshmen, my colleague

17 Maria Sanchez and Bill Green.  So y'all

18 following in some really good footsteps.

19           Thank you, Mr. President.

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21 Thank you, Councilman.  I can't remember

22 the time when I was a freshman.  Thank

23 you.

24           The Chair recognizes

25 Councilwoman Quinones-Sanchez.
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2           COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  I am

3 going to be brief and take as long as I

4 need, right?  We heard that before.

5           Councilmember Parker, it's

6 okay.  You can take as long as you want.

7 And I just want to echo and thank

8 Councilmember Gilmore Richardson and

9 yourself for highlighting these

10 discrepancies.

11           When I watched on January 6th

12 the insurrection in the Capitol and I

13 spent most of the holiday season really

14 trying to get in the mind of where we are

15 as a country as it relates to this whole

16 race discussion that we're having and the

17 folks that were at the Capitol, we know

18 who they are.  They're all about hate,

19 and Clinton called them deplorables.

20 There's no way of us getting to some

21 resolution with them, and we know that,

22 because they told us who they are, they

23 showed us who they are.

24           For me, the question is the

25 other people who voted for Trump, the
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2 other folks who watch white supremacy,

3 who have privilege, who are all over

4 government and everywhere else who say

5 they're woke, say they're allies, but use

6 their positions -- never been threatened,

7 right?  They've used their privilege,

8 never been threatened, but when it comes

9 to the opportunity to do right by black

10 and brown people, they use their

11 positions to block, and they are

12 gatekeepers.  There are gatekeepers in

13 our government, and I know when we go

14 through this investigation of what

15 happened with this COVID, you're going to

16 see people along the way, right, those

17 folks in our systems, right, just the

18 woman that was in our recruitment in the

19 Police Department, who used their

20 positions to block and stop progress.

21           I subscribe to all of my

22 colleagues that these are the people we

23 need to be concerned about, those who

24 claim that they're woke, those who claim

25 they understand, and continue to use
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2 their privilege to stop real progress.

3 And I say this because I don't know how

4 we have those conversations without

5 people being really tense about it, and I

6 think those of us in these spaces need to

7 be unapologetic about making a whole lot

8 of people uncomfortable as we check

9 everyone and we check ourselves, right?

10           I have certain biases because

11 of my lived experience as an Afro-Latina

12 in Hunting Park.  And you're right,

13 Parker, I watched family and friends get

14 arrested through the '80s, right,

15 everybody.  That's now we dealt with a

16 drug crisis.  And now as I try to

17 maneuver Kensington, people call me out

18 for lacking empathy, as if my lived

19 experience, right, is not valid, right?

20 They're reading books and using

21 Kensington as a pilot for policy,

22 unproven policy, and then I'm

23 insensitive, right?

24           So as we move forward and,

25 Council President Clarke, I know that in
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2 this last year, we achieved a lot through

3 your leadership.  Hundreds of millions of

4 dollars got to the people who need it.

5 You heard Councilmember Gauthier talk

6 about rental assistance and all the

7 things we managed to do together and link

8 policy with resources, because ultimately

9 at the end, what is important is where we

10 invest, right?

11           And this budget cycle, let us

12 be unapologetic.  I don't want to hear

13 you have an equity lens and then you make

14 the decisions that you make.  I don't

15 want to hear that gun violence is

16 important and then we're not putting the

17 resources that we need there.  We

18 really -- I was on WURD yesterday, and

19 one of the listeners called in and he

20 said, you know, City Council is majority

21 minority.  You have all these leaders.

22 You guys can't take this anymore.  You

23 got to do better by the people.  And we

24 got to do better by the people, but we

25 got to do it having tenseful
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2 conversations and making people

3 uncomfortable.

4           If you're in a policy position

5 and you work for government and you

6 receive taxpayer dollars, we will ask you

7 whatever question it takes, and if you're

8 uncomfortable and you don't want to

9 respond and you don't feel like you want

10 to be held accountable, then leave.  But

11 we are at a moment in time that we have

12 to be as aggressive as possible around

13 this issue.

14           So I'm ready for very tenseful

15 conversations.  I'm going to be

16 unapologetic about my passion around this

17 stuff, because my lived experience going

18 from PHA, to being a lead baby, to my

19 mother being on welfare, to her being

20 able to get her first union job, to being

21 the first in my household to go to

22 college, my lived experience gives me the

23 ability to say, no, these are not

24 numbers, these are people.  Let us not

25 forget that we're not dealing with
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2 numbers and statistics.  We're dealing

3 with people.  And this pandemic just

4 highlighted for us that it is life or

5 death.  It is life or death.

6           So how we reopen schools and

7 how we make sure that kids are safe, how

8 we support people, I think we really need

9 to look at all of the structures and how

10 hostile we are for people who are working

11 and struggling every day, making tough

12 decisions.

13           So I look -- and the reason I

14 got into public service is because I

15 believe that we're supposed to be

16 facilitators and good stewards of the

17 people's tax dollars.  And over the next

18 18 months, over the next few years, we're

19 going to have to have really tenseful

20 conversations.  And I can tell you from

21 the original squad, Councilman Jones,

22 until now, everybody who has come into

23 Council I respect.  They're independently

24 elected and they represent their

25 constituency, but we've gotten a lot
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2 done, but people want us to do more, and

3 there's no better team that I want to do

4 that with than the folks that are in this

5 Council.

6           And I know, Council President,

7 you always say this is the best Council

8 in the world that people think a lot.  I

9 have a lot of respect for folks.  I have

10 a lot of respect for folks I disagree

11 with as much as the folks that I do agree

12 with, because part of working with people

13 with diverse opinions is understanding

14 their perspective and their lived

15 experience, and that's what gets us to be

16 successful.  So working together means

17 you're going to respect where I am,

18 whether you agree with me or not.

19           And so for the executive, the

20 legislative, and the judicial branch,

21 because I think one of the challenges as

22 we talk about public safety, and

23 Councilmember Johnson has highlighted

24 this, the courts have to be on board.

25 Everybody who works for taxpayers has to
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2 be on board or they need to get out the

3 way.  So I'm ready to get to work.

4           Thank you, Mr. President.

5           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

6 Thank you, Councilwoman.  We're all ready

7 to rock and roll in 2021.

8           So I want to thank you all for

9 your continued commitment.  We do this

10 because we are privileged to have this

11 opportunity and it means so much to us,

12 and that's why we want to make sure we do

13 right by the people of the City of

14 Philadelphia.

15           And with that, I'd like to

16 recognize Councilman Jones for a motion

17 to adjourn.

18           COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

19 Mr. President.  I move that Council stand

20 adjourned until Thursday, February 4th,

21 2021 at 10:00 a.m.

22           (Duly seconded.)

23           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24 Thank you.  It has been moved and

25 seconded that Council stand adjourned
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2 until Thursday, February 4, 2021, 10:00

3 a.m.

4           All in favor will indicate by

5 saying aye.

6           (Aye.)

7           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  All

8 talked out?  All right.

9           Those opposed?

10           (No response.)

11           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

12 ayes have it.  The motion carries.

13           Thank you all, folks, very

14 much, and please continue to be safe out

15 there.  Thank you.

16           (Stated Meeting adjourned at

17 11:57 a.m.)

18               - - -

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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