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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  CGood
nor ni ng, everyone. Welcone to the
Phi | adel phia Gty Council's
Committee on Streets and Servi ces.
I now note that the hour has cone.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease call the roll.

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Bass.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Present .

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
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Squi Il a.
(No response.)
THE CLERK: Chair Young.
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Present. | note for the record

that a quorumof this Commttee is
present and the hearing is called
to order. This is a public hearing
of the Commttee on Streets and
Servi ces considering testinony on
Bill Nos. 250066, 250099, 250100,
250147 and 250148. | would like to
note that Bill No. 250099 is being
hel d at the request of the sponsor.

The Chair al so notes the
presence of Council menber Bass.

Bef ore we begin, do any
of ny col |l eagues have any opening
remar ks?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:

Seei ng none, thank you.
M. Pullin, would you

pl ease read the titles of the first
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bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250066 titled, an ordi nance
anendi ng Chapter 11-200 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
" Openi ngs and Excavations on the

Streets,"” to inpose additiona
penalties on violators of
underground permtting

requi renments, under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Pullin. Please call the
first wwtness to testify on this
bill.

THE CLERK: The first
witness to testify is Richard
Mont anez, Deputy Conm ssioner of
Transportation for the Depart nent
of Streets.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

MR. MONTANEZ: Good

nor ni ng, Chai rman Young and nenbers
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of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Richard
Mont anez and | amthe Deputy
Conmm ssi oner of Transportation for
the Departnent of Streets. [|'m
here to testify on Bill No. 250066,
i ntroduced by Counci | menber
Harrity.

This bill amends Chapter
11- 200 of the Pennsyl vani a Code,
entitled "Openings and Excavati ons
in the Street," to inpose
addi ti onal penalties on violators
of underground permtting
requi rements. Under this bill, the
departnent issuing the permt wll
be authorized to add additi onal
penal ti es not exceedi ng $150 per
day to individual contractors who
violate this code section by
di gging up the street and not
conpl eting repairs.

This bill wll also

prevent the departnent from i ssuing
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permts until all fines and
penal ti es have been paid. This
bill will not apply to |arge
parties such as PECO, Verizon and
Contast. This concl udes ny
testinony, and |I'm pleased to
answer any questions you have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Montanez. So your
testinony said the bill won't apply
to the utility conpanies -- well,
PECO, Verizon and Contast. WII it
al so apply to PGWor the Water
Departnent, anything |ike that?

MR, MONTANEZ: That
woul d be correct. Any |arge
utility conpany it would not apply
to.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG It
woul d not apply to --

MR, MONTANEZ: PGW
AT&T, Ground Castl e(ph), any
conpany control |l ed under the

Pennsyl vania Utility Conm ssion.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Ckay.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Point of clarity.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Chai r recogni zes
Counci | menber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Contast -- the ones that actually
pull their own permts is PGWN
Contast is nostly done by their
subcontractors, which are included
in the bill. Subcontractors are
included in the bill. The utility
conpani es thensel ves were kept out.
The only one that actually pulls
their own permts are PGW On
occasion it's gas and they're very
technical when it cones to that.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Counci | menber.

Are there any ot her

questions of this w tness?
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(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you so nmuch for
your testinony, M. Montanez.

Is there anyone else in
t he chanber who would like to
testify on Bill No. 2500667

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
Seei ng none, thank you.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250100 titled, an ordi nance
aut hori zi ng encroachnents in the
nature of a sidewal k cafe in the
vicinity of 177 Markle Street,
Phi | adel phi a, Pennsylvania 19127,
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Pullin. Wuld you pl ease
call the next witness to testify on

this bill?
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THE CLERK: The next
witness to testify is Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for the Departnent of
Streets, and Sarah Chi u,

Devel opnent Director for the Gty
Pl anni ng Conm ssi on.

(Wt nesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Good
norni ng, Ms. Marconi. Please state
your nane for record and begin your
testi nony.

M5. MARCONI: Good
nmor ni ng, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle
Marconi and I'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the
Departnment of Streets.

|"'m here today to offer
testinony on Bill No. 250100,

i ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Jones.

This bill authorizes DAN ELLE DU
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PLOOY and | ZAK DU PLOOY (the
"Omers") to install, own and
mai ntai n encroachnents in the
nature of a sidewal k cafe at The
Brass Tap | ocated at 177 Markle
Street. A total of 6 tables and 24
seats wll be |located adjacent to
the building line of 177 Markle
Street.

The Departnent of
Streets is not opposed to this
proposed sidewal k cafe, as it wl|
mai ntain 6' 0" of unobstructed
footway. This concludes ny
testinony, and |'m pleased to
answer any questions you may have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Ms. Marconi.

Ms. Chiu, please proceed
wi th your testinony.

M5. CH U  Good norning,
Chai r nenber Young and nenbers of
the Streets and Services Conmittee.

I''m Sarah Chiu, Gty Planning
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Manager with the Philadelphia Cty
Pl anni ng Comm ssion. |'mhere to
testify on Bill No. 250100,

I ntroduced by Council menber Jones
on February 13, 2025.

This bill will allow a
sidewal k cafe and planters to be
| ocated at 177 Markle Street. A
m ni num of 6 feet of clear sidewalk
space is to remain after
installation neeting the Gty's
Conplete Street Policy. The
Pl anni ng Commi ssion at its neeting
on February 20, 2025 recomended
Bill No. 250100 for approval. [I'Il
be happy to answer any questi ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony,

Ms. Chi u.

Are there any questions
of these witnesses on this bill at
this tinme?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
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Seei ng none, thank you for your
testi nony.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease -- excuse ne.

Is there anyone else in
the chanbers wishing to testify on
Bill No. 2501007

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG
Seeing none, M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250147 titled, an ordi nance
aut hori zi ng PHI LI PPI AN BAPTI ST
CHURCH or a subsequent owner to
install, own and maintain an
encroachnment at 5801 North Broad
Street, Phil adel phia, Pennsylvania
19141, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Pullin. Wuld you pl ease

call the next witnesses to testify.
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THE CLERK: The next
Wi tnesses to testify are Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for the Departnent of
Streets; and Sarah Chi u,

Devel opnent Director for the Gty
Pl anni ng Conm ssi on.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you, Ms. Marconi and Ms. Chi u.

Pl ease read your testinony.

M5. MARCONI : (Good
nmor ni ng, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nanme is Noelle
Marconi and |'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the
Departnent of Streets. |'mhere
today to offer testinony on Bil
No. 250147, introduced by
Counci | menber Philli ps.

This bill authorizes
PHI L1 PPI AN BAPTI ST CHURCH or a
subsequent owner to install, own

and mai ntain an encroachnent at
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5801 North Broad Street in the
nature of a prefabricated nodul ar
buil ding ranp. A prefabricated
nmodul ar buil di ng access ranp wl|
be | ocated adjacent to the building
l'ine of 5801 North Broad Street.

The Departnent of
Streets does not oppose this
proposed access ranp, as it wll
mai ntain a mnimumof 11'6" of
cl ear unobstructed footway. This
concludes ny testinony and |'m
pl eased to answer any questions you
may have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Ms. Chiu, begin.

M5. CH U  Good norning,
Chai r menber Young and Menbers of
the Commttee on Streets and
Services. |I'm Sarah Chiu, Gty
Pl anni ng Manager with the
Phi | adel phia Gty Pl anning

Commi ssion. |I'mhere to testify on
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Bill No. 250147, introduced by
Counci | mrenber Phillips on February
27, 2025.

This bill wll allow a
prefabricated buil ding access ranp
to be constructed at the front
entrance of 5801 North Broad Street
property. The ranmp will encroach
approxi mately 13'6" onto the
footway of Broad Street. 11'6" of
cl ear sidewal k space will remain
after installation neeting the
City's Conplete Streets Policy.

The Pl anni ng Comm ssi on
will consider this bill at its next
nmeeting on March 20, 2025 with a
staff recommendati on for approval.
I wll be happy to answer any
guestions you may have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Ms. Chiu. Just one quick
guestion: The anendnent is an
amendnent to this. It adds the

section stating that it's not
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effective until there's a $200
cost. |Is that sonething that is
associated wth all encroachnments?

M5. CHU Correct.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Ckay.
Thank you.

Are there any ot her
guestions of these w tnesses on
this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Is there anyone else in
the chanbers wishing to testify on
Bill No. 2501477

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you for your
testi nony.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.

250148 titl ed, an ordi nance
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anendi ng Chapter 12-3400 of The

Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Use of
An Aut onat ed Speed Enforcenent
Systemto |Inprove Safety," by

provi ding for the use,

adm ni strati on and enforcenent of
aut omat ed speed caneras on the
routes | ocated within specific
school zones, under certain terns
and condi tions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Pullin. Wuld you pl ease
call the next witnesses to testify.

THE CLERK: The first
witness to testify is Cole
Appl eman, Policy Analyst for the
O fice of Transportation and
I nfrastructure Systens.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

MR, APPLEMAN.  Mor ni ng,
everybody. How are we doi ng?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Good

norning. Cole, please state your
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name for the record and begin with
your testinony.

MR. APPLEMAN:.  Yeah.
Col e Appl eman, Transportation
Policy Analyst with the Ofice of
Transportation and Infrastructure
Systens. Well, good norning,
everyone, Chairperson Young and the
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Cole
Appleman. |'ma Policy Anal yst
with the Ofice of Transportation
and Infrastructure Systens. You
probably know us better as Ol S.

|''m here today to offer
testinony on Bill No. 250148,
sponsored by Counci |l nrenber Thonas.
In addition to Council nenber
Thomas, we would |like to thank you,
Chai rperson Young and the other
menbers of the Streets and Services
Comm ttee here today, for being so
cooperative and supportive of the

ASE program over the course of the
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| ast year.

This bill, entitled the
Use of Automated Speed Enforcenent
to I nprove Safety, would authorize
aut omat ed speed enforcenent for up
to seven total school zones with up
to five allowed to be active at
once. This pilot will last for
five years before re-evaluation, as
stipul ated by PennDOT.

The seven school s that
have been selected are Visitation
BVM John B. Stetson M ddle School,
KI PP North Phil adel phi a Acadeny,

W dener Menorial School, Northeast
Hi gh School, Hi gh School of the
Future and WIlliamL. Sayre Hi gh
School . Each of these schools were
sel ected after careful and thorough
cityw de anal ysis of crash trends
and speed dat a.

The installation of
speed caneras is proven to reduce

speedi ng and reckl ess driving. And

Page 19

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
03/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

this pilot will allow us to apply
this safety tool to protect
Phi | adel phi a students as they
travel to and fromschool. W know
these systens are effective. Four
years ago, the Gty depl oyed speed
canmeras on Roosevelt Boul evard, at
the time the nost dangerous road in
the city and one of the nost
dangerous in the state.

In the years since,
we' ve seen remarkabl e progress on
The Boul evard, including a 95%
reduction in speeding violations,
50% reduction in pedestrian-
i nvol ved crashes and a 21% i njury
crash reduction in all fatal and
serious injury crashes.

ASE has now been
aut hori zed for expansion on State
Route 611, better known as Broad
Street and A d York Road, and Route
13, Frankford, Hunting Park,

Bal ti nore Ave and a coupl e of other
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streets in between. There are
three additional corridors that are
currently under assessnent, but
that is a slightly separate

proj ect .

The installation of the
new systemw || be acconpani ed by
educati onal nessagi ng and a 60-day
dri ver warning period, ensuring
that the pilot programis fair and
transparent. OIl S has engaged with
the | eadership of the sel ected
schools to be sure the process of
installing and operating these
systens is snooth and the
st akehol ders are aware of the
change.

We | ook forward to
continuing our work with the
Phi | adel phi a Parki ng Authority as
program adm ni strators, the
Pennsyl vani a Departnent of
Transportation and the School

Di strict of Philadel phia on
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effective program communication to
share the nmessage that this program
can change behavior to protect

Phi | adel phi a's students.

In summary, this
| egi sl ation provides the Gty with
anot her essential tool to keep our
students safe when traveling to and
from school. Thank you very much
for the opportunity to testify
before you. |'m happy to answer
any questions at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony. |
do have a coupl e questions.

One, what type of
engagenent with communities was
done since this bill wasn't
i ntroduced until today where we're
having a hearing on it?

MR, APPLEMAN:  You nean
strictly the school s?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  No,

not the schools, but communities
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will be affected. The schools
aren't going to have to pay those
tickets, right. |It's the community
nenbers that have to pay those
tickets. So what type of
engagenent with the residents
around these communities around

t hese school s have been done since
the introduction of this bill until
t oday?

MR, APPLEMAN. So as far
as ASE program goes, we have
engaged with our RCOs as well as
reached out to community
organi zations to have neetings. |,
for one, was on a neeting with
Tioga. | believe it was -- | can't
recall the exact nanme of the RCO at
this nonent. But we've had several
neetings engaging directly with the
fol ks out there.

We do have a
communi cati ons canpai gn, i ncluding

bus tail ads, radi o ads and sone
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ot her things that are al ong those
lines that we have used to reach
out to folks in regards to Broad
Street.

W will do the exact
sane program the exact sane
conmuni cati ons program for Route
13, any of the other subsequent
routes. And we are also in direct
contact with the schools in regards
to this exact program here today.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Ckay.
So what |'mhearing is there has
been no engagenent with the
community residents around this
| egi sl ation, not the broader
| egi sl ation of things that you've
done around Broad Street and the
rout es.

But 1'mtal ki ng about
this -- how many schools are in
this, what five --

MR. APPLEMAN. Seven in

the --
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Ri ght, seven schools. And |I'mjust
aski ng because one is in ny
District, right. KIPP Philadel phia
Acadeny is in nmy District and |
know t hat those RCGCs haven't been
contacted about this particular
|l egislation to at |east let the
community know that this is
sonething that their Gty Counci
I s thinking about doing or that the
Gty is thinking about doing,
right.

And so, | do think we
need to get feedback, right, from
the community nmenbers who are the
ones who are going to be paying
these fines ultimately, because
we're introducing sonething to them
t hat has never been in their
comunity, right --

MR. APPLEMAN. Sure.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  -- so

they're used to certain commutes.
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And | guess the 60-day grace period
Is great, we should do that. But
they should know that this is
comng. And | don't think that
particularly in ny conmunity in
Nort h Phil adel phia that they know
that this is com ng around, you
know, around -- | don't know. |
can't speak nore on the other
schools. But I'msure if we
weren't notified in certain areas,
['"'m sure that others weren't
notified as well.

Havi ng direct
communi cation with schools is
great, but not everyone has a kid
who goes to those schools in that
nei ghbor hood. And so, | think we
really need to engage the people
who live around this vicinity who
will be getting these tickets for
ultimately speeding. Now, |'m not
saying they're not well-deserved

tickets, but they still should at
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| east have the ability to know
what's comng to their conmunity.

MR,  APPLENMAN
Understood. And we will engage.

We have not begun that process yet
specifically around this

| egi sl ation, but that is standard
operati ng procedure for our
departnent to have thorough
communi ty engagenent. W'l

happi |y keep you up-to-date when we
start that.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG: |
woul d just ask that the engagenent
starts prior to passage of
| egi sl ation versus after it's
passed, right. Because after it's
passed, it's difficult to nake
changes to certain things. Not
sayi ng that we want to take schools
out of here. These are very
warranted | ocations, particularly I
know around KI PP North Phil adel phi a

and | know the School of the
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Future, | drive past there al nost
daily in taking ny son to schoo
out there. So | understand the
prem se behind it.

But | just think that
I"msure the fol ks around Nort heast
H gh School would want to be
engaged about what's happening in
the community on Cottman Avenue,
right. That's a street that is
wel | -travel ed by many people in
this Gty, right. So we want to
make sure that at |east those
comuni ties have the opportunity to
express their position on that,
because there is no one fromthese
comunities who's here in this
chanbers today to testify on this
| egi sl ati on, again because | don't
t hi nk they know about it. So I
think we need to do a better job at
comuni ty engagenent before and not
after.

The Chair recogni zes
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Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you so much, Chairnman.

My question is kind of
along the sane line. So what steps
have been taken to ensure that the
caneras and the ticketing process
does not have inequitabl e outcones?
Have we tal ked about that around
the sanme conmunities that don't
know that this is happeni ng?

MR APPLEMAN:  Yeah.
When we first put out the 611
| egislation, we did do an equity
study which is on our website,

vi si onzerophl.com And

Counci lworman, 1'I1l happily follow
up wth anyone fromyour office to
make sure those resources get to
you.

Specifically with this
| egi sl ati on, we focused heavily on
the crash data. This is a pilot.

This is sonething that we want to
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prove works enpirically so we went
with the schools that were the

hi ghest risk for both speed and
crashes.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:

And ny other question is, how are
the crossing guards using this data
fromthe speeding caneras to

i nprove safety in these areas?

MR. APPLEMAN. That's an
excel l ent question. |'m not
entirely sure at this nmonent in
time but | can get back to you with
that information.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:

And ny one ques -- one specific --
for Wdener Menorial is this on,
what, where --

MR, APPLEMAN:  d ney.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
It's on A ney?

MR APPLEMAN:.  Yeah.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  So

to that point, have those nei ghbors
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been infornmed because that's a very
hi ghl y-travel ed area that's going
to have a huge inpact. And not
that | don't support it. |'mjust
concerned of the phone calls that
we will get when neighbors didn't
know that they were a part of this
pil ot programthat could cost them
noney with a speed canera, whether
you're one or two --

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  $100.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Right, for 2 mles over the thing
if you didn't know to sl ow down.
Peopl e shoul d sl ow down, but we all
shoul d gi ve people -- also should
gi ve people fair warnings and |
don't see that. | think it inpacts
us in a different way when we have
to put out fires when we coul d have
prevented it just for people having
the information to know that this
i s happening. That's all | have.

MR,  APPLEMAN:
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Under st ood.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Can
you describe to us the analysis
done to say that speed caneras need
to be used at these |ocations
versus other traffic-calmng
measur es?

MR. APPLEMAN. So we do
have a full report. And again, |
don't want to get out of ny depth
here in front of the Commttee.
can make sure to get that ful
report sent to your office as well
as far as how we sel ected these
| ocations, the nethodol ogy that
went into it and as well as the
neasur es.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG |
nmean, | think that's hel pful for ne
as a legislator, right. You're
asking us to support sonething
wi t hout having the data in front of
us. And | understand that today's

the hearing date, but typically we
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see that as an exhibit or sonething
like that that's associated with
the testinony. That would have
been hel pful, right.

And again, |'mjust
trying to figure out why -- | nean,
this body has passed |legislation to
make it easier to install traffic-
cal m ng neasures around school s
i ke speed bunps and runble strips,
all those types of things that are
proven to work to slow traffic
down.

And again, it's just why
caneras, right, around schools when
we al ready have the tools to slow
traffic down around these school s?
Whay not use those speed bunps? |
nmean, | think speed bunps on QA ney
Avenue woul d be great for
everybody, right. It seens to ne
are we really trying to slow
traffic down or is it just another

way to get noney, right.
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And | think that's what
our constituents are going to ask
us, right. Is it to slowtraffic
or is this a noney grab by the
city? W know what the answer is,
right, but to themit's a whole
different world when they're the
ones who are getting hit with these
$100 fines consistently.

So | really think that
we really need to do a little bit
nore engagenent to see what the
nost effective method of achieving
our goal of traffic calmng, right,
what's the nost effective nethod.
Are speed caneras the nost
effective nethod of getting a car
to sl ow down around a school zone,
right. Because the purpose of it
Is to make sure that our kids are

safe and when they're going to and

fromschool. But if | don't know a
canera exists there, 1'mgoing to
still keep driving the way | drive.
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But | can see speed
bunps. Speed bunps are sonet hing
that's visual, that's going to
naturally, you know, | don't want
to nmess ny car up, slow down at
least. So | think we really need
to consi der the engagenent efforts
outside of just talking to the
school , because they're not the
ones that are going to be inpacted
by this. Again, it's going to be
the surroundi ng community that's
going to feel the brunt of this
type of |egislation.

And again, this is to
make everyone safer. But is this
t he best nethod to achi eve the goal
of traffic safety. And that's why
| would like to take a | ook at the
report to see what that entails.

MR, APPLENVAN: |
actually do have a copy of it here
now if you would like to take a

| ook.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Are there any other
guestions for this witness on this
bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG I's
t here anyone el se who would like to
testify on Bill No. 2501487

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you for your
testi nony.

MR. APPLEMAN:. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:

M. Pullin, would you pl ease cal
the next witness to testify on this
bill.

THE CLERK: The next
witness to testify are Craig
Johnson, Chief of School Safety for
t he School District of

Phi | adel phi a; and Latonya Hi |l of
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t he School Crossing Guard Union.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: They m ght
not be avail abl e.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG: | am
going to note that M. Craig
Johnson did submt witten
testinony for the record, but he's
not here to testify.

THE CLERK: |I'mgoing to
call the next one.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
M. Pullin, would you pl ease cal
any other w tnesses wishing to
testify on this bill.

THE CLERK: The next
witness to testify is Peter Kim
vol unteer with 5th Square.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  CGood
nmorning, M. Kim Please state
your nane for the record and begin

your testinony.
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MR KIM Good norning,
Chair Young and nenbers of Gty
Council. M nane is Peter Kim
' m speaki ng as a vol unteer of
5th Square and a proud parent of a
9th grader at Central Hi gh School .
5t h Square whol eheartedly supports
Bill 250148. W are glad to see
our Gty Council and Mayor's O fice
acknow edge that traffic death
rates are too high in Philadel phia
and that we're working towards
i npl enmenting real solutions toward
Vi si on Zero.

I n 2024, Phil adel phi a
experienced 125 deaths resulting
fromcar crashes, and al nost half
of those lives |ost were people
wal ki ng. According to the Gty's
2023 Vision Zero report, on average
five children are hit by vehicles
every week. This is unacceptable
and needs to end.

Speed canmeras are proven
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to work. Researchers at the

Uni versity of Pennsyl vani a found

t hat speed caneras on Roosevelt
Boul evard save nearly one life
every nonth. A simlar school zone
speed canera programin New York
Cty found that speeding has
reduced by 94% which has resulted
in 14% fewer injuries and
fatalities. The data is clear.
These caneras will change driver
behavi or, prevent crashes and wl|l
make our communities safer for
everyone.

Speaki ng personal |y,
this bill will deliver nme sone
confort as ny child gets to schoo
by wal ki ng al ong O ney Avenue from
the Broad Street Line to Ogontz
Avenue, which is one of the
corridors slated for a speed
canera. |'mnot sure how famli ar
you are with that area there, but

there are actually three school s

Page 39

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
03/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

there even though the area is naned
after the Wdener Menorial School.
So there's Wdener Menorial.
There's also Grls H gh right there
and Central High. | know sone of
t he Council menbers, not present,
but on the broader Council are
alumi of some of those school s.

And so, ny son has told
me along his wal k he regularly sees
not ori sts engagi ng in reckl ess
behavi or, aggressive driving, and
we believe speed caneras are sorely
needed here. | also urge this body
to tell Harrisburg that we need the
speed canmera programto be
permanent. Expand it to include
nore sites and for themto be
active beyond school hours. Pl ease
pass this bill. Thank you for your
tinme.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony.

Chair recogni zes the
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presence of Council President
Johnson as wel | .

M. Cole, would you m nd
comng -- M. Applenman, excuse ne,
woul d you m nd com ng back. W do
have one nore question. In |ooking
at the data you nentioned -- you
want to ask?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Yes.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  The
Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Based on the testinony of the prior
wi tness, | was wonderi ng why Q ney
was chosen instead of Ogontz? |I'm
very famliar with the area. |
drive that way every day. And the
children | eaving Wdener Menori al
are on buses, so for Wdener
Menorial to be the school selected
is very strange to ne when the

children fromCentral and Grls
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High are the ones that are
pedestri ans wal ki ng in that
particul ar area.

And being famliar with
the area, | drive that way quite
often, that Ogontz, there's a | ot
of high traffic on Qgontz just as
much as A ney. So | don't -- how
was that -- |ike, why was W dener
chosen because the opening for the
kids to conme out of Wdener is a
gated community that you' re com ng
into Aney behind Grls H gh, on
the side you're com ng out by
Central but those children are on
buses?

Those chil dren do not
commute to school every day. The
children that are nost inpacted are
Grls Hgh and Central. And I'm
not really sure where or how this
I ntersection was chosen, but you
said O ney Avenue. That's where ny

bells rung in ny head that |'m not
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really understanding the | ocation
and the proximty.

MR. APPLEMAN. |'m goi ng
to -- Chris, would you like to take
this one?

MR. PUCHALSKY: Yeah.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

MR. PUCHALSKY: Good
norning. My name is Christopher
Puchal sky. |I'mthe Director of
Policy and Strategic Initiatives
for OINN'S. Those | ocations were
chosen because they have the
hi ghest nunber of crashes. So we
| ooked at -- during the school hour
we | ooked at pedestrian crashes,
speedi ng crashes and kil l ed-in-
serious-injury crashes. So that's
why those | ocations were chosen
because they have the highest
nunber of crashes.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  So

they had the highest nunber of
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crashes, but the data --
anecdotally, we will see that if
we're trying to protect the
pedestrians, right, if that's one
of the goals to protect the
students, then have you all | ooked
at other | ocations around where
there is a high volune of traffic
that could achieve simlar goals as
wel | ?

MR PUCHALSKY: Yeabh,
that's a great question,
Counci | mrenber. So we actually
| ooked at all the school zones in
Phi | adel phi a when we ranked themto
choose this first seven set that
we'd like to enable for this
technol ogy. So there was actually
no |ist of school zones. So the
reason it took from when the bil
passed through the state until now
IS there was extensive data
anal ysis that was done, to go to

all the schools, select all the
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roads around the schools, | ook at
the definition of a school zone in
t he PennDOT regul ati on and t hen add
up all the crashes that were in it.

| think there's probably
ot her technologies. | don't think
it's an either-or. It's either
traffic calmng by speed caneras or
traffic calmng by all the other
measures in our tool box. So |
don't think putting speed caneras
at these locations will prohibit us
in the future from enpl oyi ng ot her
traffic-cal mng neasures.

| also think these are
only the first seven in the I|ist.
This is a five-year pilot. W're
actually a year or nore into the
pilot by the tine the bill passes
t hrough the state. So we're hoping
that these will show an
effectiveness to the state
| egi slature to enable us to add

nore | ocations at any one tine.
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Even though we can only
do five at any tine, the idea is
to -- the Parking Authority bought
nobi | e canmeras so they can be noved
around. But what will be clear is
that there' Il be clear signage at
each of those |ocations saying
Traffic Enforcenent while the
lights are flashing. So we're
going to make sure that the schoo
flashers are in a state of good-
wor ki ng order and that the signage
is clear so people know when the
systens are activated, so there's
no guesswork about is this system
on, am| going to get a ticket
her e.

MR, APPLEMAN.  And | was
I nsistent that we selected five --
excuse ne, seven schools that had
the active flashers, not just a
sign, and these caneras will only
be active when the flashers are on.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:.  Thank
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you. So can you just describe to
us for the record the exact streets
that these caneras are proposed to
be on for these seven school s?

MR. APPLEMAN. Sure.
Visitation BYM the school zone is
on East Lehi gh Avenue between B
Street and Kensi ngton Avenue. John
B. Stetson, the school zone is on
East Al |l egheny Ave between A and B
Street. KIPP North Phil adel phi a,
16th Street between Cunberl and and
Hunti ngton. Wdener Menorial on
West O ney between Broad and 16t h.
Nort heast Hi gh on Cottnman between
Al gon and d endale. Hi gh School of
the Future on West G rard between
39th and 40th. WIliamL. Sayre on
Wal nut between 58th and 59th. |If
you would like ne to submt the
list, I'd be happy to turn that in
as well.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Yes,

that'll be helpful. But for the
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School of the Future, |I'mjust

| ooki ng at where it sits in ny

m nd. Wiy Grard Avenue versus
Par ksi de?

MR, PUCHALSKY: That's
so -- yeah, that's because that's
where the crashes are. That's
where there are nore crashes. And
that's al so how we define the
school zone. And this is sonething
that | think when you do a pil ot
like this, you learn a lot. And
this is sonething we've al ready
| earned, that unfortunately the
definition of a school zone in the
Mot or Vehicle Code and in the
PennDOT regul ations, if you' ve got
let's say a typical block and
you' ve got four roads around that
bl ock that the school is on, the
way that the PennDOT regul ations
are witten, those are actually
four separate school zones.

So we were not able to
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designate all the roads around the
school which I think would be a
nore holistic way. So this is
sonething that as this |egislation
goes back up to the state and the
state considers nmaking this

per manent and any changes that are
made with the program this is
sonething that we'd like to do.
W'd like to be able to protect all
of the streets around the school,
not just choose the highest crash
street in front of a school.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG I'm
just thinking about that because
fromGrard Ave, | nmean -- to get
to Grard Avenue from School of the
Future, you got to pretty nuch
cross Parkside, a little street you
got to cross to get over there.

And all these mmjor streets where
t hese schools are when we go to
these communities and they talk to

us, it's really going to seemlike
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it's just a noney grab by the City,
right. That's what they're going
to say, because we're only putting
these on these high -- yes, they're
hi gh volunme streets. They're well -
traveled streets. And |'msure
it's based on crash data, right,
and it's based on dat a.

But our constituents
don't |look at data. They | ook at
their pockets. That's their main
concern. And | really want to
stress the inportance of
communi cati on before these are
I npl emented. So | understand that
you have a 60-day period, warning
period. | would suggest that we
stretch that out a little longer if
we are going to pass this out of
Council relatively soon in order to
allow us, particularly the District
Counci | renbers, right, even the
At -Large ones as well, like, we're

going to be hearing this. W're
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goi ng to hear about this.

| know the comrunity up
at 16th and Cunberl and has not been
engaged about this. | know the
Ward -- because the Ward | eader
woul d probably be here right now
testifying onit, right --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Poi nt of information.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  So |
want to thank you for naking that
poi nt, M. Chairman, because that's
exactly the point I was going to
make. And | want to really stress
to the School District that this
bill really should not have cone
froman At-Large nenber.

And so, | don't want to
be critical of ny coll eagues, but I
do want to be absolutely clear that
when it cones to naking these kinds

of decisions, D strict
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Counci | mrenbers are on the Iine.
We're on the line every single day.
Peopl e expect us to know and have
t he answers.

| did not know about
t hese plan changes in ny District,
but yet I will be the one who wll
be held accountable for them So
I''mgoing to ask, M. Chairnman,
that we may consider hol ding the
bill until we get further
clarification because | don't know
that any of ny coll eagues were
i nfornmed about any of these changes
in their District as | wasn't, as
you weren't, as other District
menbers weren't. It is totally
unacceptable to have this cone
through a District Council menber
wi t hout any sort of -- through an
At - Large nenber w thout any sort of
conversation with the nenbers who
are hel d responsible for these

sorts of changes.
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Thank you, M. Chairnman.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Counci | nenber.

Are there any ot her
gquestions of these w tnesses?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Heari ng none, thank you so much for
your testinony.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease call any other wtnesses to
testify on this |egislation.

THE CLERK: There are no
nore witnesses to testify.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Hearing none, is there
anyone el se in these chanbers
| ooking to testify on Bill No.
250148?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you. The

hearing will now transition to our
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public coment session.

M. Pullin, are there
any speakers for public conment?

THE CLERK: There are no
speakers for public comrent.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you.

| would like to thank
all the witnesses for joining us
today. We would end the public
hearing and go into the public
neeting. | note for the record
that a quorumof the Conmmttee is
present. Pardon nme for a second.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Brooks for an
amendnent -- for a notion on the
amendnent to Bill No. 250147.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you, Chairnan.

| offer an anendnent to
Bill No. 250147. A copy of the
amendnent has been circulated to

all menbers of the Commttee.
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nmove that the amendnent to Bill No.
250147 be adopt ed.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. It's been noved and properly
seconded that the anendnent to Bill
No. 250147 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  The
ayes have it. The notion carries.
The anmendnent to Bill No. 250147
has been adopt ed.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Brooks for a notion
to the anendnent on Bill No.
250066.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:

Thank you, M. Chairman.
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| offer an amendnent to
Bill No. 250066. A copy of the
amendnent has been circulated to
all menbers of the Commttee. And
| nove that the amendnent to Bil
No. 250066 be adopt ed.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. It's been noved and properly
seconded that the anendnent to Bill
No. 250066 be adopt ed.

Al those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  The
ayes have it. The notion carries
and the anmendnent to Bill No.
250066 has been adopt ed.

The Chair recognizes --

hol d on, excuse ne. Bef ore we do
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that, | amgoing to note for the
record that Bill No. 250148 will be
held to the call of the Chair.

So the Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Brooks for a notion
on Bill Nos. 250066 as anended,
250100 and 250147 as anended.
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
I"'mfollow ng. Thank you,

M. Chai r man.

| nove that Bill Nos.
250066 as anended, 250100 as
amended and 250147 as anended, be
reported fromthe Commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci | be suspended to permt --
" msorry.

kay. M. Chairman, |
nove that Bill Nos. 250066 as
amended, 250100 and 250147 as

anended, be reported fromthis
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Commttee wwth a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt the first
reading of this bill at the next
session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG It
has been noved and properly
seconded that Bill Nos. 250066 as
anended, 250100 and 250147 as
anended be reported fromthis
Conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt the first
reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council .

Al those in favor w |
signify the notion by saying aye.

(Aye. )

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG Al l
opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  The
Chair recogni zes the ayes have it.
The notion carries. And Bill Nos.
250066 as anended, 250100 and
250147 as anended, will be reported
fromthis Commttee with a
favorabl e recomendation with a
further request that the rul es of
Counci| be suspended to permt the
first reading at the next session
of Council .

To clarify, again Bill
No. 250148 will be held in the
Committee to the call of the Chair.
The Chair al so recogni zes the
presence of Vice-Chair
Counci | menber Mark Squill a.

Thi s concl udes the
busi ness before this Conmttee on
Streets and Services today. Thank
you very nmuch for your attendance.
Thank you.

(Conmittee on Streets

and Services concl uded at
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