Comm ttee on Parks
3/ 14/ 2023

COUNCI L OF THE CI TY OF PH LADELPHI A
COWMWM TTEE ON PARKS, RECREATI ON
AND CULTURAL AFFAI RS

Renpte | ocation using M crosoft® Teans
Tuesday, March 14, 2023
10: 00 a. m

PRESENT:

COUNCI LWOVAN CI NDY BASS, CHAIR

COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER, VI CE- CHAI R
COUNCI LWOVAN KENDRA BROCKS

COUNCI LMAN CURTI S JONES, JR

COUNCI LMAN JI M HARRI TY

COUNCI LMAN | SAI AH THOVAS

BI LLS: 220914, 220972




Comm ttee on Parks
3/ 14/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
norning. Before we begin the
public hearing, | wll nake the
foll om ng announcenent: Due to the
continuing threat of public health
fromthe COVID-19 virus, City
Council Conmittees are currently
neeting renotely. W are using
M crosoft Teans to make these
renot e hearings possible.

| nstructions for how the
public may view and offer public
testinony at public hearings of
Council Conmmittees are included in
public hearing notices that are
published in the Daily News,
| nqui rer and Legal Intelligencer
prior to the hearing and can be
al so found on PHLCouncil.com

| now note that the hour
has cone, and we'll have the Cerk
pl ease call the roll to take
attendance. Menbers that are in

attendance, please indicate that
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you are present when your nane is
called. And also, please say a few
bri ef words when respondi ng so that
your image wll be displayed on
screen as you speak.

WIIl the Cerk please call

the roll.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Good norni ng, Madam Chair and
col | eagues. Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Good
nor ni ng, Madam Chair and
col |l eagues. |'m present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

Present. Good norni ng.
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THE CLERK: Counci | nenmber
Johnson.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | nenmber
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: (Good
nor ni ng, Madam Chair, coll eagues.
| " m present.

THE CLERK:  And,
Counci | menber Thonas.

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS:  Okay.
Well, thank you. A quorum of the
Commttee is present and the
hearing is now called to order.
This is the public hearing of the
Comm ttee on Parks, Recreation and
Cultural Affairs regarding Bil
Nos. 220914 and 220972.

M. Cerk, wll you please
read the titles of the bills.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
220914, an ordi nance renam ng and
desi gnating the property conmonly

referred to as the H Il side
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Recreation Center, |ocated at 201
Fountain Street, as the Lonnie
Cohen Recreation Center in the Cty
of Phi | adel phi a.

No. 2, Bill No. 220972, an
or di nance anendi ng an ordi nance,
Bill No. 877, approved Septenber
16, 1994, by anendi ng an exhi bit
thereto, in order to increase the
limt of the anmobunt of funding any
entity may receive in any fiscal
year fromthe Phil adel phi a
Activities Fund.

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS:  Thank
you. Before we begin to hear
testinony fromthe w tnesses we
have for today, everyone who has
been invited to the neeting to
testify should be aware that this
public hearing is being recorded.
Because the hearing is public,
participants and vi ewers have no
reasonabl e expectation of privacy.
By continuing to be in the neeting,

you are consenting to being
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recor ded.

Additionally, prior to
recogni zi ng Menbers for the
qguestions or coments they have for
wi tnesses, | wll note for the
record at this tinme that we w |
use the chat feature available in
M crosoft Teans to all ow Menbers to
signify that they wsh to be
recogni zed. In order to conply
wi th the Sunshine Act, the chat
feature nust only be used for this
pur pose.

And we can now cal
wi tnesses to Bill No. 220914.

M. Cerk, wll you please call the
first panel of wtnesses to testify
regarding Bill No. 220914.

THE CLERK: First up, we
have Aparna Pal antino fromthe
Depart nment of Parks & Recreation.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Very
good.

And actual ly before we hear

fromM. Palantino, | amgoing to
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1 ask if the bill's sponsor woul d
2 |ike to say a few words.
3 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
4  you, Madam Chair. Just briefly.
5 M. Cohen served in the Rec
6 Departnment for over 30 years.
7 Unfortunately, two years ago he
8 actually passed away in his office
9 at the center. H's dedication to
10 young peopl e was known cityw de.
11 He ran a cityw de soccer program
12 He advocated for that center.
13 There were | eaks in the
14 roof and things like that that he
15 called elected officials up,
16 pointed out, showed the buckets on
17 the floor. And so, his advocacy
18 lived long beyond him And to
19  honor him by changi ng the nane of
200 the Hillside Rec Center | think is
21  truly appropriate. Hi s sister is
22 one of the people who will testify
23 today.
24 Thank you, Madam Chair.
25 COUNCI LWOMAN BASS:  Thank

LEXI TAS
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you, Councilman. And with that, we
t hank you for sponsoring this or
aut horizing this bill today.

Ms. Pal antino, please state
your nane for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

MS. PALANTI NO.  Apar na
Pal anti no, Deputy Conmm ssi oner of
Phi | adel phi a Parks & Rec. (Good
nor ni ng, Chai rperson Bass and
menbers of the Comm ttee on Parks,
Recreation and Cultural Affairs.
My nane is Aparna Pal antino and |
have the privilege of serving as
Deputy Conmi ssi oner for the
Depart nent of Parks & Recreation.

|'"'mhere today to testify
I n support of Bill No. 220914, an
ordi nance renam ng and desi gnati ng
the property comonly referred to
as Hillside Recreation Center
| ocated at 201 Fountain Street as
t he Lonni e Cohen Recreation Center
in the City of Philadel phia.

Lonni e Cohen was born and
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rai sed in Northeast Phil adel phia
and spent a large part of his youth
participating in soccer, basketball
and baseball. Lonnie's |ove for
sports never waned as he got ol der
and his passion for athletics
eventually led himto a career with
t he Phil adel phia Parks & Rec
Depart nent .

Over the course of his 25
years with us, Lonnie worked at
vari ous recreation centers
t hroughout the City, spending his
| ast years as | eader of the
H || side Recreation Center. Lonnie
was the Acting Comm ssioner for
Phi | adel phi a Parks & Recreation
Yout h Soccer Program

Thr oughout his years of
dedication to the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a, Lonnie al so served as
the Chair of the Gty's outdoor
soccer program and as a nenber of
t he Executive Team for the Bl ue

Cross Broad Street Run and the

LEXI TAS
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Phi | adel phi a Mar at hon.

Lonni e al so vol unteered his
time to hel p organi ze nmany Mummer's
Day Parades. Lonnie will always be
remenbered by his coll eagues,
friends and famly as an advocate
for the betternent of the residents
of our Gty through providing
rewardi ng sports outlets to the
children that played under his
wat chf ul eye.

The Departnment of Parks &
Recreation al so supports this
measure. And accordingly, |
respectfully request that Gty
Counci | approves Bill No. 220914.
| "' m al so requesting a suspensi on of
the rules so as to follow for first
readi ng at the next session of
Council. 1'll be happy to answer
any questions you may have. Thank
you for your tine.

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS:  Thank
you. Thank you for your testinony.

Any questions from nenbers

LEXI TAS
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1 of Council? Any questions?
2 (No response.)
3 COUNCI LMOVAN BASS: | don't
4 see any. |Is this anyone else here
5 then to testify? [I'll ask the
6 Cerk if there is anyone else to
7 testify, to please call their nane
8 forward,
9 THE CLERK: Madam Chair, we
10 have one nore speaker, a Jody
11 Levi ne.
12 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  I's
13 Ms. Levine avail abl e?
14 M5. LEVINE: | am Can you
15 hear ne?
16 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: |
17 certainly can. Please state your
18 nane for the record and proceed
19 wth your testinony.
20 M5. LEVINE: M nane is
21 Jody Levine and | amthe sister of
22 Lonni e Cohen.
23 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Hel | o,
24 Jody.
25 M5. LEVINE: |'m nore

LEXI TAS
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enotional than | thought | would
be. First of all, | want to thank
you for this opportunity, Madam
Chai rperson and everyone on this
Council. Ms. Palantino took a | ot
of what | was going to say. But |
did submt a witten statenent, and
if I could just read that --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Sure.

M5. LEVINE: -- it would be
easi er for me because of the
enotions. |It's easier for ne --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Absol ut el y.

M5. LEVINE: So | thank you
very nmuch for your tinme. M nane
I's Jody Levine, and Lonni e Cohen
was ny baby brother. Thank you for
t he opportunity to offer both
witten and now oral testinony in
support of renamng the H |l side
Recreational Center in Lonnie's
honor .

My brother was born and

rai sed in Northeast Phil adel phia.
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And growi ng up, his life revol ved
around youth soccer, basketball and
basebal | playing with the Bustl eton
Bengals at the tinme. Lonnie's
passion for youth sports nmade him a
natural fit for a career with

Phi | adel phi a Parks & Recreati on.

He was enpl oyed by PPR for
al nost 25 years. And in those nany
years, he worked as a Rec | eader at
Lawncr est, Col unbus Squar e,
Ki ngsessing, Athleta(ph) and -- |I'm
sorry, Waterview and Northeast and
| astly, at Hillside and the
Manayunk/ Roxbor ough area. Lonnie
resided in the Manayunk/ Roxbor ough
area all of his adult life. So
when he | anded at Hllside, he told
us he felt |ike he was hone. Wat
ajoy it was for himto be doing
what he | oved and for connecti ng
with the community in which he
| i ved.

From t he begi nning of his

enpl oynent until the day of his

LEXI TAS
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death, his desire to effect
positi ve change and nmake each
recreation center the best place
for each child to thrive becane his
driving force, and what a force it
was. He was a fearless advocate
for those he believed in and for
bringing quality prograns to the
communi ties in which he worked,
such as roll er hockey, hockey,
yout h basketball, girls softball
dance, yoga and of course, indoor
and out door soccer.

Hi s col | eagues have shared
with me that whether he was a
subj ect matter expert in the
program such as soccer or he was
| earni ng about a programand its
operations for the first tine such
as dance, Lonnie fought tirelessly
to bring Hllside and all his many
partner conmunities the progranm ng
t hey needed, wanted and severely
deser ved.

Lonnie was larger than life

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Comm ttee on Parks 15
3/ 14/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

at PPR.  He was snart,
conpassi onate to both his staff and
the famlies with whom he was
entrusted, dedicated and
hard-working. He served the City
of Phil adel phia for close to 25
years with honor and pride. His
work as a Rec Center |eader, PPR
Soccer Chair of the Cty's outdoor
soccer prograns, |ongtinme nmenber of
t he Executive team of the Blue
Cross Broad Street Run,
Phi | adel phi a Marat hon and many
Munmmrer' s Day Parades earned himthe
respect of coll eagues and friends
t hroughout the G ty.

The i npact of his passing
Is pal pable. He is mssed by so
many of his friends and col | eagues
t hr oughout PPR as well as the
famlies at H llside. Many of whom
have told ne when faced with a work
dil emma or situation, they ask
t hensel ves the foll owm ng, WALD,
What Wbul d Lonnie Do. And Lonnie's

LEXI TAS
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| npact on youth soccer in

Phi | adel phi a cannot be overl ooked.
He was an i npressive advocate in
creating opportunities for kids to
play, learn and | ove soccer during
his stellar career at PPR

Lonni e di ed suddenly and
unexpectedly on July 21, 2021 at
his desk at his Hllside office in
t he place he called hone, working
at a job he adored, surrounded by
t he people and the comunity that
he | oved and who | oved himright
back. Wile his years were short,
what he did with those years has
| eft an indelible mark.

As Lonnie's famly, we were
overwhel med with the outpouring of
| ove and support we received from
friends, his coll eagues, the
Hillside Rec Center famly and the
entire PPR community follow ng his
death. We were inundated wth
phone calls, texts, emails, visits,

| etters and social nedia posts

LEXI TAS
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| etting us know just how speci al
Lonnie was to themand to PPR and
specifically, HIlside Rec Center
communi ty.

Qur famly wanted Lonnie's
| egacy of dedication and comm t nent
to the youth of Phil adelphia to
adore. W felt the best way to do
this was to establish a schol arship
fund in his nane that provides
grants and schol arshi ps and ot her
opportunities directly to the PPR
yout h soccer organization and
participants.

To that end, we established
t he Lonni e Cohen Menori al
Schol arshi p Fund, the registered
non-profit 501(c)(3) entity.

Addi tionally, the scholarship fund
i n Lonnie's nanme contri butes
annually to PPR s already

est abl i shed col | ege schol arship
awarded to one nmale and one fenal e
soccer senior who has been accepted

to and enrolled in college. To

LEXI TAS
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date, we've awarded nultiple

schol arshi ps and grants in 2022 and
begi n 2023 and intend to support

t hese awards annual |y and

I ndefinitely.

Lonni e was bel oved by his
col | eagues, coworkers and the
numerous comunities in which he
served. Hi s colleagues continue to
find ways to celebrate his life.
on July 21, 2022, PPR and Hi |l side
Rec Center staff led by Brielle
Harvey, who Lonnie was Brielle's
mentor at the tinme of his death,
and G na Batavi ck, organized and
pronoted and ran the First Annual
Mni Masters Golf outing, where
Hillside famlies, colleagues and
friends cane to Hillside to
remenber Lonnie and hel p raise
funds for the schol arship fund.

There are a few places that
Lonni e | oved nore than being on the
gol f course, so his annual thened

event is perfect. Local businesses

LEXI TAS
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who knew Lonni e donated food and
ganes. Friends and col | eagues
sponsored the mni golf holes and
menbers of the H |l side Advisory
Council pitched in to support by
hel ping to secure raffle prizes and
vol unteered their services at this
event .

Renam ng the Hi |l side Rec
Center for Lonnie Cohen woul d
greatly honor a nman who has given
so nuch to the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, his youth and his
prograns during his lifetine.
Lonni e's significant contributions
to PPR and Hill side communities are
noteworthy. This honor would
obvi ously nean the world to
Lonnie's famly, his friends and
his col |l eagues and the Hill side
famly. And we are hunbled at the
prospect of this happeni ng.

Any consi deration you give
to this is greatly appreciated. W

t hank you fromthe bottom of our

LEXI TAS
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hearts, and | can answer any
questions that you have. Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Wl |
t hank you so nmuch for your very
heartfelt testinony. W can see
that it's still very new and hard
for you. | have to say Lonnie
sounds |1 ke a wonderful person. |
amsorry that | didn't have the
opportunity and the pleasure to
make hi s acquai nt ance.

And so, we offer our
condol ences. And | think that this
Is a way to nmake sure that Lonnie's
menory and the work that he did is
al ways renenbered, so we thank you
for sharing a nenber of your famly
with the City of Phil adel phia and
we're just honored to be able to do
t his.

M5. LEVINE: Thank you so
much. W appreci ate everyt hing.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Absol ut el y.

LEXI TAS
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Any additional comments,
questi ons?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.
Al right.

M. Clerk, are there any
addi ti onal speakers to speak on
Bill No. 2209147

THE CLERK: Madam Chair,
there is not.

COUNCI LMOVAN BASS:  kay.
Wth that being said, we thank you
for your testinony.

And so, M. Cderk, wll you
pl ease call for the first panel to
testify this norning on Bill No.
220972.

THE CLERK: Madam Chair, we
al so do not have anyone testifying
on 220972.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: kay.
W' re going to pause for one quick
second. Can we pause our hearing
and go into recess for just a

nonment pl ease?

LEXI TAS
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And | want to note for the
record before we go into our break
t hat Counci |l man Thomas, | sai ah
Thomas, is present in the hearing.
Thank you, Council man.

(Brief recess.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:.  So |
want to thank the nmenbers of the
Commttee and the view ng public
for your patience this norning. It
appears that there is no public
testinmony or Adm ni stration
testinony for Bill No. 220972.

And so, did any nenber of
the Commttee have a question or
comment regarding this bill, which
|"mgoing to ask the Cerk to read
the title of the bill again just to
make sure that everybody's clear on
what this bill is.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
220972, an ordi nance anendi ng an
Ordinance Bill No. 877 approved
Septenber 16, 1994, by anendi ng an

exhibit thereto in order to
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i ncrease the limt of the anount of
funding any entity may receive in
any fiscal year fromthe

Phi | adel phia Activities Fund.

COUNCI LMOVAN BASS: kay.
Are there any nenbers of Counci
who have any questions or comments
on this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Seei ng
none, hearing no further questions
fromnmenbers of this panel, we're
going to ask if the Clerk -- are
there any fol ks who want to connect
to give public testinony? Wre
there any fol ks that we needed to
connect to, to give public
testinony at this tinme?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
M. Rogers?

THE CLERK: Sorry, Madam
Chair. No, | have not gotten word
that there's anyone fromthe public

comment i ng.

LEXI TAS
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.
Very good. Let's see -- okay. And
since there are none, this
concl udes the hearing and we are
now going to go into the public
neet i ng.

There being no further
questions from nenbers of the
Committee and no other wi tnesses to
testify on Bill Nos. 220914 and
220972, | wll ask once again if
there's anyone else present in this
heari ng whose nane we have fail ed
to call and that w shes to offer
testinmony on the bills being
consi dered today?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Hearing
none, | want to thank the panels
and w tnesses for their
participation today. W val ue your
opinions, and I nowinvite all
panel s and w tnesses to pl ease
di sconnect from our hearing so that

we can go into the public neeting
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on these bills. W wll now pause
t he proceedings briefly as the
partici pants | eave the hearing.

And | believe everyone is
now di sconnected. This concl udes
the public hearing of the
Commttee. W nowwll go into a
public neeting to consider the
action to be taken on the bills
before the Commttee today as we
now convene the public neeting.

M. Cerk, will you please
call the roll to take attendance
again. Menbers that are in
at t endance, please indicate that
you are present when your nane is
called. Also, please say a few
brief words when respondi ng so that
your image will be displayed on
screen when you speak.

M. Rogers.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Pr esent .
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THE CLERK: Counci | nenmber
Gaut hi er.
(No response.)
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Counci | woman Gaut hi er, you're on

mut e.
(No response.)
COUNCI LWOMAN BASS: The
Counci |l wonman is present. |t seens

she's having sone difficulty with
her nmute button nmaybe, but she is
present.

THE CLERK: Ckay
Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  You're
on nute, Councilwoman Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |I'm
present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: | am
present.

THE CLERK:  Counci | man
Johnson.

(No response.)

LEXI TAS
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THE CLERK: Counci | nenber

2 Jones.

3 COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Present,

4 Madam Chai r, col | eagues.

S THE CLERK: And,

6  Counci | menber Thonas.

7 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Good

8 norning again. |'m present.

9 COUNCI LWOMAN BASS:  Okay.
10 And so, we thank you. W have a
11 quorum
12 | now ask or nove to our
13 Committee Vice-Chair, Councilwoman
14  Gauthier, for a notion on Bill Nos.
15 220914 and 220972.

16 (No response.)

17 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

18  Counci | woman Gaut hi er ?

19 COUNCI LMAN JONES: She may

20 be still --

21 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  She's

22 still having sonme difficulty.

23 Counci |l man Jones, can you fill in,

24 in her stead?

25 COUNCI LMAN JONES: | wi il
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1  Dbe honored. |If you send ne the
2 Bill Nos., | wll take care of
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25

t hat .

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Sure.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: None of
t hem are anended, so that's not a
probl em

COUNCI LMOVAN BASS: That is
correct. 220914 and 220972, hold

on. |I'mgoing to send that to you
ri ght now.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: | think

| have it, Madam Chair, yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Very
good.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Al |
right.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Shoul d
we call for a notion?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes, you
shoul d.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Counci | man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | npve
that Bill No. 220914 be noved from
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this Commttee with a favorable
recomendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to allow first readi ng of
this bill at our next session of
Counci | .

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  It's
been noved and properly seconded
that Bill No. 220914 be voted from
this Commttee wwth a favorable
recommendat i on.

Al in favor pl ease say
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS:  |I's
anyone opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMOVAN BASS: kay.
Seei ng none, we now nove that Bill
No. 220914 be reported fromthis
Committee with a favorable
recomendati on and read at the next

sessi on of Council.
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Counci | man Jones, can we
have a notion on Bill No. 2209727

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes,
Madam Chai r.

| nove that Bill No. 220972
be reported fromthis Commttee
with a favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci|l be suspended to permt
first reading at our next session
of Council .

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Can we
get a second?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.
We have properly noved that Bil
No. 220972 has been reported -- or
no, has been proposed to be noved
fromthe Conmttee and that a
favorabl e recomendati on be offered
tothis bill with the suspension of
t he rul es.

All of those in favor of

the notion will signify by saying
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aye.
(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Is
t here anyone opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS:  The
ayes have it. And Bill No. 220972
Is renoved fromthis Commttee --
reported fromthis Commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and a
rul es suspension for the next
session of Council.

That being the business of
this Commttee, that concludes the
busi ness of this Commttee on
Par ks, Recreation and Cul tural
Aifairs. | want to thank everyone
very much for their attendance
t oday, and have a wonderful day.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, Madam Chai r.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: Have
a great day.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Thank
you, Madam Chair.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank

you. Have a great day, everybody.

(Comm ttee on Parks,
Recreation and Cultural Affairs

concl uded at 10:29 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

|, hereby certify that the
proceedi ngs and evi dence noted are contai ned
fully and accurately in the stenographic
notes taken by ne in the foregoing matter,
and this is a correct transcript of the

samne.

TANEHA CARROLL _
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sane by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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