Stated Meeting
March 11, 2021

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
STATED MEETING

Via Microsoft Teams
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Thursday, March 11, 2021
10:17 a.m.

PRESENT:

COUNCIL PRESIDENT DARRELL L. CLARKE
COUNCILWOMAN CINDY BASS

COUNCILWOMAN KENDRA BROOKS

COUNCILMAN ALLAN DOMB

COUNCILWOMAN JAMIE GAUTHIER
COUNCILWOMAN KATHERINE GILMORE RICHARDSON
COUNCILMAN DEREK S. GREEN

COUNCILWOMAN HELEN GYM

COUNCILMAN BOBBY HENON

COUNCILMAN KENYATTA JOHNSON

COUNCILMAN CURTIS JONES, JR.
COUNCILMAN DAVID OH

COUNCILMAN BRIAN J. O"NEILL
COUNCILWOMAN CHERELLE L. PARKER
COUNCILWOMAN MARIA D. QUINONES-SANCHEZ
COUNCILMAN MARK SQUILLA

COUNCILMAN I1SAIAH THOMAS

MICHAEL A. DECKER, CHIEF CLERK

Page 1

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

(215) 504-4622




Stated Meeting
March 11, 2021

© 00 N O O A~ W DN P

N D N NN DN P P P PP PP PP PR
o A W N P O O 0O N O O W M B O

3/11/21 - STATED - ROLL CALL

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Thank you, and good morning. Good
morning, everyone. We"re going to get
started now.

I understand that the state law
currently requires that the following
announcement be made at the beginning of
every remote Council session:

Due to the current public
health emergency, City Council 1s
currently meeting remotely. We are using
Microsoft Teams to make this remote
meeting possible. Instructions for how
the public may view the meeting and offer
public comment are included 1n the Stated
Meeting notice that was published iIn the
Daily News, Inquirer, the Legal
Intelligencer prior to the meeting, and
can also be found on PHLCouncil.com.

I now note that the hour has
come. The Clerk will please call the
roll to take attendance, and members that
are 1n attendance will please i1ndicate

that they are present when your name is
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3/11/21 - STATED - ROLL CALL
called to ensure that your iImage 1is
displayed on the screen. Thank you very
much .

Mr. Decker, please call the
roll.

(No response.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Okay. Mr. Decker, i1f you can just call
the roll.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilwoman
Bass.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Good
morning. | am present. Good morning,
Mr. President and Council colleagues and
Philadelphia.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good

morning.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilwoman
Brooks.

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: Good
morning, everyone. 1 am present.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman Domb.
COUNCILMAN DOMB: Good morning,

Council President and colleagues and City
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of Philadelphia.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilwoman
Gauthier.

COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER: Good
morning, Council President. Good
morning, colleagues. Good morning to the
public. Present.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilwoman
Gilmore Richardson.

COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON: Good
morning, Council President. Good
morning, colleagues. And good morning,
Philadelphia.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman Green.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: Good
morning, Council President, and good
morning, members of Council. Good

morning to the City of Brotherly Love
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3/11/21 - STATED - ROLL CALL
and, 1n Women®s History Month, Sisterly
Effectiveness.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilwoman Gym.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Good
morning, Council President. Good
morning, colleagues. And good morning
Philadelphia. 1 am present.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman Henon.

COUNCILMAN HENON: Good
morning, Council President, and good
morning, colleagues.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman
Johnson.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Good
morning, Council President. Good
morning, colleagues. Calling for justice
for all of our youth who have lost their

lives to senseless gun violence.
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3/11/21 - STATED - ROLL CALL

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman Jones.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Good
morning, Mr. President. Good morning,
colleagues. Good morning, Philadelphia.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman Oh.

COUNCILMAN OH: Good morning,
Council President. Good morning,
col leagues.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman
O"Neill.

COUNCILMAN O"NEILL: Good
morning, everyone.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilwoman
Parker.

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: Good

morning, Mr. President. Good morning,
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3/11/21 - STATED - ROLL CALL
colleagues and Philadelphia. And,
Mr. President, 1"m having some technical
difficulties. 1 can"t turn on my screen
or else 1"11 lose my sound. So I"m going
to keep the sound on. Thank you all.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: We
need your sound, Councilwoman. Good
morning.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilwoman
Quinones-Sanchez.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Good
morning, colleagues. Good morning,
colleagues. | think today i1s the day
with bad internet connection for us all.
Thank you.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you. Good morning,
Councilwoman.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman
Squilla.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Good
morning, Council President. Good
morning, colleagues. Present.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
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morning, Councilman.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman
Thomas.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Good
morning, Council President. Good
morning, colleagues. Good morning to the
listening public.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning, Councilman.

CHIEF CLERK: Council President
Clarke.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning to all.

We have established a quorum,
SO we"re now going to come to order.

To give our invocation this
morning, the Chair will recognize
Archbishop Mary Floyd Palmer of Heavenly
Hall Church. She is here today as the
guest of Councilwoman Gauthier.

I would ask all members and
guests to please bow your heads for the
invocation.

BISHOP MARY: Good morning,
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3/11/21 - STATED - INVOCATION
President Clarke, Majority Leader Parker,
Minority Leader O"Neill, fellow
Councilmembers, and i1n particular
Councilwoman Gauthier for this
invitation.

Let us pray.

Oh, God, 1 hope 1In ages past, I
hope for years to come, a shelter from
the stormy blast and our eternal home.

Heavenly Father, we are so
grateful that your finger of love touched
us this morning to awake us and get the
activity of not just our spirits but our
minds, our hearts, and our bodies.

There are many concerns that
are before us - COVID-19, violence of gun
and others, hunger, unemployment,
sickness, despair, loss of hope, lack of
care, concern, compassion, and, yes,
Lord, even death. So with all of these
things 1n mind, we ask that you will
touch each Councilmember, you will
strengthen their bodies that they will be

able to make sound decisions, that you
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3/11/21 - STATED - INVOCATION
will strengthen their minds that they
will have clarity of thought and speech,
that you will strengthen their spirits
that they will be able 1n their decisions
to promote healing and wholeness.

Holy Spirit, be our invited
guest i1n all that we discuss today iIn
conducting the business of these thy
people 1n the City that we love so much
so that, Lord, trust will never be
abused, integrity will never be
compromised, and the wisdom that only
comes from you will forever be endowed to
these our servants, your servants, in
their continued care for all people 1In
this City of Brotherly Love and Sisterly
Affection.

This 1s my humble prayer, your
servant. We ask In the name that is
above every name, Jesus the Christ, we do
pray. Amen, amen, and amen.

God bless you.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Amen.
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Thank you so much. We really
appreciate you being here today to give
those i1nspiring words. Thank you so
much .

BISHOP MARY: Thank you.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: And
our next order of business is the
approval of the Journal of the meeting of
Thursday, March 4, 2021, and the Chair
recognizes Councilman Squilla.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you,
Mr. President. 1 move that the Journal
of the meeting of Thursday, March 4th,
2021 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you. It has been moved and
properly seconded that the Journal of the
meeting of Thursday, March 4, 2021 stand
approved.

All 1n favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
ayes have i1t, and that Journal 1is
approved.

And our next order of business
IS requests for leave of absence, and the
Chair recognizes Councilwoman Parker.

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: Thank
you, Mr. President. On behalf of the
members of Council, there are no requests
for leaves of absence today.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
Chair thanks the Councilwoman.

And our next order of business
IS communications, and 1"m going to ask
Mr. Decker to please read the messages
from the Mayor and any other
communications that he may have In his
possession.

CHIEF CLERK: From the Mayor to
the President and members of the Council
of the City of Philadelphia, pursuant to
Sections 4-604 and 2-307 of the Home Rule
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Charter, I am today transmitting to the
Council the recommendation of the City
Planning Commission on the following
bills: Bill Nos. 210002, 210075, 210076,
210078, and 210081.

And 1 am pleased to advise you
that on March 10, 2021, I signed the
following bill which was passed by
Council at its session on February 25,
2021: Bill No. 200617; and that on
March 10, 2021, 1 signed the following
bills which were passed by Council at its
session on March 4, 2021: Bill Nos.
210073, 210077, 210080, 210120, and
210121.

And 1 am transmitting for the
consideration of your honorable body a
resolution authorizing the Philadelphia
Land Bank to dispose of 1331 North 8th
Street, located in the 5th Councilmanic
District, iIn accordance with terms of
Chapter 16-700 of The Philadelphia Code,
all under certain terms and conditions.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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3/11/21 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS
Thank you very much, Mr. Decker. Thank
you.

Now our next order of business
iIs the introduction of bills and
resolutions. And just by way of a
reminder, we are asking that all
resolutions, including privileged
resolutions, be placed on the Final
Passage Calendar for our next session of
Council, unless they are being referred
to committee. In our current remote
environment, this procedure will provide
an appropriate opportunity for public
comment. 1 want to thank you very much
In advance for your anticipated
cooperation.

Mr. Decker, would you please
read the titles of the legislation that
IS being offered today by the members.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilwoman
Parker offers one bill and one
resolution. On behalf of Council
President Clarke, Councilwoman Parker

offers an ordinance authorizing and

Page 14

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

(215) 504-4622




Stated Meeting
March 11, 2021

© 00 N O O A~ W DN P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

3/11/21 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS
approving the execution and delivery of
one or more Service Agreements between
The City of Philadelphia and the
Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority

and/or one or more other City-related

Authorities related to the financing of a

Nerghborhood Preservation Initiative
which i1ncludes housing, commercial
corridors, and neighborhood
infrastructure programs.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you. That will be referred to the
appropriate committee.

CHIEF CLERK: And on her own
behalf, Councilwoman Parker --

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Mr. Decker, hold on one second. Before
we move to the next resolution, let me
recognize Councilwoman Gym.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Yes. Thank
you so much, Council President. | have
to leave this meeting for official
Council business and would like to

request a leave for the rest of the
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3/11/21 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS
meeting, but would like to be recorded as
voting aye on all bills and resolutions.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you, Councilwoman.
Leave shall be granted. You shall be
recorded as voting aye on all bills and
resolutions. Thank you very much.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: I™m
sorry, Mr. Decker. Please continue.

CHIEF CLERK: On her own
behalf, Councilwoman Parker offers a
resolution authorizing the Committee on
Housing, Neighborhood Development, and
the Homeless to hold hearings examining
the race gap 1n home appraisals and i1ts
impact on homeownership and wealth
accumulation in Philadelphia.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: This
week®"s Calendar.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilwoman
Gilmore Richardson offers four
resolutions. On behalf of Council

President Clarke, Councilwoman Gilmore
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3/11/21 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS
Richardson offers a resolution
authorizing the Philadelphia Land Bank to
dispose of 1331 North 8th Street, located
in the 5th Councilmanic District.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Next
week®"s Calendar.

CHIEF CLERK: And on her own
behalf, Councilwoman Gilmore Richardson
offers a resolution supporting a City of
Philadelphia "Lights Out" Campaign and
recognizing and honoring the Bird Safe
Philly Coalition, the Building Industry
Association of Philadelphia, and the
Building Owners and Managers Association
Philadelphia in their collaborative
effort to protect the migratory bird
population.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Next
week®"s Calendar.

CHIEF CLERK: And a resolution
urging U.S. Senators Casey and Toomey,
and the U.S. Senate to pass House
Resolution 1/Senate Resolution 1, "For

the People Act."
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3/11/21 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Next
week"s Calendar.

CHIEF CLERK: And a resolution
recognizing and supporting working women
and mothers impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic in honor of Women®"s History
Month and calling for a robust federal
response to our nation®s first
"She-cession."

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Next
week"s Calendar.

COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:
Council President?

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Yes.
Councilwoman Gilmore Richardson.

COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON: Thank
you. 1 just wanted to be clear for the
record that the bird safe resolution was
co-introduced by my colleague
Councilmember Kenyatta Johnson, and the
For the People resolution was
co-introduced by my colleague
Councilmember Maria Quinones-Sanchez.

Thank you very much, Council
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3/11/21 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS
President.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Councilwoman. The record
shall reflect that.

Mr. Decker.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman Henon
offers one bill, entitled "An ordinance
to amend the Philadelphia Zoning Maps by
changing the zoning designations of
certain areas of land located within an
area bounded by Cottman Avenue, Milnor
Street, Princeton Avenue, and the
Delaware River."

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Referred to committee.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman Jones
offers one bill, entitled "An ordinance
amending Chapter 9 of Subcode PM ("The
Philadelphia Property Maintenance Code")
of Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code,
entitled "Additional Special

Requirements,” to establish a program in
which the City may perform certain urgent

repairs and bill the property owner."
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3/11/21 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Referred to committee.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman
Johnson offers two resolutions, entitled
a "Resolution honoring Amanda Gorman, the
first national youth public laureate, for
becoming the youngest poet to ever speak
at a U.S. presidential i1nauguration."

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Councilman Johnson, you wanted to speak
before the reading of the next
resolution?

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Yes. Yes,
sir. Well, thank you, Council President.
I just wanted to take a moment to
acknowledge the purpose of this
resolution just honoring the great work
of this young lady, Amanda Gorman, who
was the first national poet laureate but
also the youngest i1naugural poet who
spoke at our President, President
Biden"s, i1nauguration with her poem The
Hill We Climb, calling on unity and
healing In the United States. Most
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3/11/21 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS
recently she was racially profiled In a
building 1n which she lived by a security
guard.

So, you know, this resolution
i1Is really sending good vibes of
encouragement, support, and empowerment.
She talked about how one day she was an
icon but another day being racially
profiled, and that"s what we deal with
every day here i1n America, particularly
as black people, i1rregardless of our
status and/or position.

And so this resolution is 1In
honor and supporting her great efforts
and encourage this young lady to keep on
keeping on during this Women"s History
Month.

Thank you, Council President.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Councilman. That will be on
next week"s Calendar.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman
Johnson offers a resolution honoring the

life and legacy of Philadelphia®s own
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3/11/21 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS
"Smokin'" Joe Frazier on the 50th
Anniversary of his heavyweight
championship win over Muhammad Ali i1n the
"Fight of the Century."

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Councilman, did you want to be recognized
before this also?

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:

Absolutely, Council President. We know
he hairls from North Philadelphia, the
Fifth Councilmanic District, but when we
talk about the boxing culture here iIn the
City of Philadelphia, 1 take a nod to my
colleague Councilman Curtis Jones who 1s
always on the front line promoting boxing
tournaments and encouraging young people
to put down the guns and pick up the
gloves. And when you think about the
rich boxing culture and the history that
we have here in the City of Philadelphia,
you know, all this weekend we have had an
opportunity to celebrate which we all
know as the Fight of the Century.

Philadelphia has a shining king
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3/11/21 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS
of boxing, which 1s our former
heavyweight champion, Smokin Joe Frazier,
who put Muhammad All down In the 15th
round with a mighty left hook, also
giving him his first defeat.

So 1t 1s a great pleasure and
an honor that 1 introduce this
resolution, because as Philadelphians,
that was a particular moment i1in the
history that 1 look back on that I"m
proud of that has put our city on the
map, and we should always continue to
celebrate those who are representing the
City of Philadelphia in the best and
brightest way.

And so I enthusiastically
introduce this resolution honoring the
life and legacy of Philadelphia great
heavyweight champion Smokin Joe Frazier,
honoring his victory over Muhammad Ali
during the Fight of the Century.

Thank you very much, Council
President.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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3/11/21 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS
Thank you, Councilman. And 1f anyone 1is
passing 13th and Allegheny, you can see
an awesome mural that was just unveiled
yesterday, a local artist, and i1t is
really, really special.

Thank you, Councilman. That
will be on next week"s Calendar.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You're
welcome.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman Green
offers one bill and one resolution,
entitled "An ordinance providing for the
submission to the qualified electors of
the City of Philadelphia of an amendment
to Article VIII, Chapter 5 of The
Philadelphia Home Rule Charter, entitled
"Referenda Approved by the Voters," by
adding a new section providing that the
citizens of Philadelphia call upon the
Pennsylvania General Assembly and the

Governor to pass legislation that would

decriminalize, regulate, and tax the use,

and sale to adults aged 21 years or

older, of cannabis for non-medical
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purposes.”

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: That
will be referred to committee.

CHIEF CLERK: And a resolution
submitting to the electors of the City of
Philadelphia of an amendment to Article
Vi1l, Chapter 5 of The Philadelphia Home
Rule Charter, entitled, "Referenda
Approved by the Voters,'" by adding a new
section providing that the citizens of
Philadelphia call upon the Pennsylvania
General Assembly and the Governor to pass
legislation that will decriminalize,
regulate, and tax the use, and sale to
adults aged 21 years or older, of
cannabis for non-medical purposes.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Also referred to committee.
Hold on a second, Mr. Decker.
Councilman Henon, did you want

to be recognized now?

COUNCILMAN HENON: Thank you,
Council President. It was on the

previous introduction that Councilman

Page 25

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Stated Meeting
March 11, 2021

© 00 N O O A~ W DN P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

3/11/21 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS
Johnson had introduced, the resolution
recognizing the legacy of our rich boxing
history with Joe Frazier and the Frazier
family.

I just wanted to -- point of
personal privilege, that a lot of
people -- 1 mean, look, 50 years ago and
we"re still talking about how proud we
are of the City of firsts and proud of
our family and our roots and our ability
to really gather around each other for
public safety, education, and having
these stars and starlight power given
back to the community, to the entire
Frazier family. But they also brought
people up with them. They also brought
people up in the neighborhoods. They
educated them. They connected them to
jobs. They did job trainings. They were
helping, again, with our public safety
trying to put people -- make sure that
people who fell on hard times be shown
the right path.

They also had a good supplier

Page 26

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Stated Meeting
March 11, 2021

© 00 N O O A~ W DN P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

3/11/21 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS
network and folks in promotion. 1 know
Joe Hand, Jr. -- or Joe Hand Promotions
was Cloverlay then at the time, was the
promoter. They"re also celebrating
50 years. So I want to congratulate them
In their tenure and looking after
Philadelphians in many, many ways that
still continue today with our legacy.

So 1t"s more than a fight.

It"s more than a family. All right?

It"s all of the City together rallying
around one of 1ts own, as we do. We take
care of each other. We don"t let anybody
pick on us. We"re very protective of
each other and what we do.

So I just want to thank
Councilman Johnson for recognizing the
50-year anniversary, but i1t"s much deeper
than that, and 1"m proud to be a part of
it Just like everybody has been for the
last 50 years.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you, Councilman.

Mr. Decker, please continue.
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CHIEF CLERK: Councilwoman
Brooks offers one resolution, entitled a
"Resolution commemorating the life and
legacy of community activist Shawn W.
Wilson, whose tireless advocacy against
gun violence and racial injustice
advanced community safety and expanded a
powerful model of neighborhood engagement
for former first responders and veterans
in the City of Philadelphia.”

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: That
will be on next week"s Calendar.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Excuse me.
Council President?

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
Chair recognizes Councilman Jones -- I™m
sorry; Johnson.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Yeah. Can
I have a small point of privilege just
acknowledging my colleague Kendra Brooks
as she i1ntroduced the resolution honoring
a young man named Shawn Wilson, who had
an organization called Vets in the Hood,

and he"s been down to City Council on
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several different occasions advocating
and fighting for resources for our most
prized individuals who have served our
country, which are our veterans.

And so I just want to commend
her and also Councilwoman Katherine
Gilmore Richardson, just making sure that
we acknowledge individuals who are really
on the ground doing the work. And,
Council President, we know as the leader
of this body, i1t was your hard work and
your effort to create the Office of
Veterans Affairs and also the Veterans
Parade and also the veterans ceremony
where we award them every year.

And so iIn that spirit, | just
wanted to take a moment just to
acknowledge his life and his legacy. And
he had a word that said love on purpose,
particularly around this issue of gun
violence that we"re seeing here iIn the
City of Philadelphia, and he had a spirit
of just reaching out to young people and

helping them change their lives and
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really talking about really what it i1s to
love on purpose.

So 1 just want to acknowledge
that for the record, and my heart and
prayers go out to his family and also the
Nicetown community as well.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you, Councilman.

Mr. Decker, please proceed.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman Thomas
offers two resolutions, entitled a
"Resolution honoring and congratulating
the Father Judge High School Wrestling
Team for their second consecutive win of
the Philadelphia Catholic League
Wrestling Championship in their 2019 to
2020 season."

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: That
will be on next week"s Calendar.

CHIEF CLERK: And a resolution
authorizing the Committee on Education to
hold hearings to i1dentify and examine
potential systemic biases In oversight

that create inequalities between Black
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and white led schools, resulting in fewer
resources or support for Black founded
and led institutions.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Today"s Calendar.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Council
President, can | be recognized?

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Sure. The Chair recognizes Councilman
Thomas.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Thank you,
Council President. | appreciate 1t. |
just want to take a moment to, First of
all, thank my colleague Councilmember
Bobby Henon for co-introducing the
legislation with me as far as recognizing
Judge as the Champion on the Week. And I
also want to take a moment to thank all
of my colleagues who co-sponsored my
resolution around looking at black
institutions, black-led institutions,
specifically give a shout-out to my
colleague Councilmember Jones, who had

sixXx black-led institutions in his
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district alone, and he i1s one of the
co-sponsors of this legislation.

I"ve been In some iInteresting
meetings as a member of the Education
Committee and 1"ve been a part of a lot
of diralogue as i1t relates to how black
institutions specifically are treated,
and what I don"t want to happen i1s for
this conversation to be hijacked and then
turn Into a conversation around charter
schools. This 1s not about charter
schools at all. This i1s about black-led
institutions and how black institutions
are treated significantly different than
their white counterparts.

For me personally, again, I"ve
been 1n part of some dialogues and 1"ve
heard some things that 1 feel like are
really troubling, and I think that our
best steps moving forward -- because |
think that there®s some perception i1ssues
around black institutions, black
educators, black children, and black

families. |1 think that the most
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important thing for us moving forward 1is
to move this conversation to a public
forum so we can assure that the dialogue
IS one that"s transparent, it"s
informative, 1t"s factual, and 1t"s one
that"s looked at through a lens of equity
as well as justice.

I believe In African-centered
education. 1 come from a space of
African-centered pedagogy. 1"m very
familiar with a lot of different
initiatives that take place when you“re
dealing with African-centered pedagogy.
Sometimes we start our day with Harambee,
which 1s a key Swahili term that means
let"s pull together.

Young people, they even count
using different languages and terms. |1
listen to my son in Harambee and when
they"re ready to start, they don"t say
one, two, three. They say moja, mbili,
tatu, and that®"s teaching the young
people numbers 1n a totally different

language.
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I asked my son this morning,
son, what is your principle of the month?
And he has a different principle of the
month that®"s based on the principles of
Kwanzaa. And so when you"re talking
about ujima and ujamaa and all the other
principles, my son is learning those
things at an early stage.

When I get the opportunity to
ask him about historical allusions, his
perception of great black folks i1s not
just limited to Martin Luther King or
Malcolm X, and he®"s i1n third grade. |
had an opportunity to listen to him
recite a speech by Langston Hughes that
he actually memorized, and in the speech,
right, my third grade eight-year-old son
was able to articulate In his speech the
difference between when you are a person
of color and when you are a person of
color being forced to go in the kitchen
and eat when there®s company.

So 1n the spirit of Langston

Hughes and in the spirit of my son, | do
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not want our black institutions to have
to go in the kitchen anymore. 1 want
them to be able to have the same access
to resources, the same treatment, and the
same privileges as their white
counterparts.

And so in the spirit of black
equity, right, and only in the spirit of
black equity, I emphatically introduce
this resolution today.

Thank you, Council President.
Thank you, colleagues.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Councilman. That will be on
today*"s Calendar.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman
O"Neill offers one bill, entitled "An
ordinance to amend the Philadelphia
Zoning Maps by changing the zoning
designations of certain areas of land
located within an area bounded by Cottman
Avenue, the Montgomery County Line, the
Bucks County Line, Interstate 95, Grant

Avenue, and Roosevelt Boulevard."
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Referred to committee.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilwoman Bass
offers two resolutions, entitled a
"Resolution recognizing March 2021 as
Brain Injury Awareness Month to iIncrease
understanding of chronic brain injury,
reduce stigma, showcase the diversity of
INjury across demographics, and Improve
care and support."

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Next
week"s Calendar.

CHIEF CLERK: And a resolution
recognizing March 2021 as National
Nutrition Month to educate Philadelphians
on how to make informed food choices, and
develop healthy eating and physical
activity habits, while raising awareness
of the need for accessible, nutritious
food.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Next
week"s Calendar.

CHIEF CLERK: There are no

other bills or resolutions being offered
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by the members, Mr. President.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you very much, Mr. Decker.

That concludes our introduction
of bills and resolutions for today, and
our next order of business 1Is reports
from committee.

And the Chailr recognizes
Councilman Johnson for a report from the
Committee on Rules.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank you,
Council President. The Committee on
Rules reports out three bills with a
favorable recommendation.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

Mr. Decker, will you please
read that report.

CHIEF CLERK: To the President
and members of the Council of the City of
Philadelphia, the Committee on Rules, to
which was referred Bill No. 200628,
entitled "An ordinance amending Title 14

of The Philadelphia Code, entitled
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"*Zoning and Planning,” by revising and
clarifying certain provisions and making
technical changes'; and

Bill No. 210075, entitled "An
ordinance amending Title 14 of The
Philadelphia Code, entitled "Zoning and
Planning, " by revising and clarifying
certain provisions and making technical
changes'; and

Bill No. 210078, entitled "An
ordinance amending Title 14 of The
Philadelphia Code, entitled "Zoning and
Planning, " by revising and clarifying
certain provisions and making technical
changes, " respectfully reports 1t has
considered and amended the same and
returns the attached bills to Council
with a favorable recommendation.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

The Chailr again recognizes
Councilman Johnson.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank you,

Council President. 1 move that the rules

Page 38

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Stated Meeting
March 11, 2021

© 00 N O O A~ W DN P

N D N NN DN P P P PP PP PP PR
o A W N P O O 0O N O O W M B O

3/11/21 - STATED - REPORTS
of Council be suspended so as to permit
first reading of this day of Bills No.
200628, 210075, and 210078.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you. It has been moved and
properly seconded that the rules of
Council be suspended so as to permit
first reading this day of Bills No.
200628, 210075, and 210078.

All those i1n favor indicate by
saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
ayes have 1t. These bills will be placed
on our First Reading Calendar today.

The Chair now recognizes
Councilwoman Sanchez for a report from
the Committee on Appropriations.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Thank

you, Mr. President. The Committee on
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Appropriations reports out one bill with
a favorable recommendation.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

Mr. Decker, please read that
report.

CHIEF CLERK: The Committee on
Appropriations, to which was referred
Bill No. 210160, entitled "An ordinance
authorizing transfers iIn appropriations
for Fiscal Year 2021 from the General
Fund, the Council to the General Fund,
the Managing Director," respectfully
reports i1t has considered the same and
returns the attached bill to Council with
a favorable recommendation.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Mr. Decker.

The Chair again recognizes
Counci lwoman Sanchez.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Thank
you, Mr. President. | move that the
rules of Council be suspended as to

permit First reading this day of Bill No.
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210160.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Thank you. It has been moved and
properly seconded that the rules of
Council be suspended so as to permit
first reading this day of Bill No.
210160.

All those i1n favor indicate by
saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
ayes have i1t, and the bill will be placed
on our First Reading Calendar today.

That concludes our reports from
committee, and our next order of business
I1s consideration of the Calendar.

I note that those bills just
reported from committee with a suspension
of the rules have been deemed to have had

a Ffirst reading, and these bills will be

Page 41

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Stated Meeting
March 11, 2021

© 00 N O O A~ W DN P

N D N NN DN P P P PP PP PP PR
o A W N P O O 0O N O O W M B O

3/11/21 - STATED - BILLS ON 2ND READING
placed on our Second Reading and Final
Passage Calendar at our next session of
Council.

As there are no additional
bills on the First Reading Calendar, the
Chair recognizes Councilwoman Parker for
the purpose of calling up resolutions and
bills on the Second Reading and Final
Passage Calendar today.

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: Thank
you, Mr. President. The following
resolutions and bills are being called up
from the Second Reading and Final Passage
Calendars today. They are Nos. 210183,
210184, 210185, 210186, 210187, 210188,
210189, 210190, 210192, 210194, 210196,
210200, 200618, and 210122. All other
bills and resolutions are being held,

Mr. President.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you very much, Councilwoman.

Before we proceed with our
Calendar, we will have our public comment

session. So we"re going to take a few
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minutes, five to ten minutes recess to
give our technology professionals some
time to connect the speakers for today.
So we"ll take a brief moment, brief
recess.

(Brief recess.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you. We"re going to
get started. Now that everyone 1is
connected to the meeting and before
considering the resolutions and bills we
have before us today, we will consider
the public comment. 1t will go as
follows:

Public comment must concern
matters on the Second Reading and Final
Passage Calendars for possible action at
a session of Council. A speaker on any
of these matters must sign up in order to
testify. You must call 215-686-3406 by
3:00 p.m. the day before the session to
sign up for public comment.

When you call, we will take

your name, phone number, the number of
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the legislative i1tem you are commenting
on, and whether you are in support of or
against the legislation, and add you to
the list. We will telephone each person
on the list during the Council session
and invite them to our remote meeting.

Now, under ideal circumstances
they will each have three minutes, but
today given the volume, we"re going to
ask you to limit your testimony to two
minutes. Thank you.

In order to be fair to all
those wishing to speak, 1 intend to hold
faithfully to the established time limit.
So once i1nvited to the meeting and asked
to begin your testimony, a timer will be
started, and we will monitor your
remaining time throughout your testimony,
and when there are 30 seconds remaining
to your time, you will be reminded of
this by a simple bell. Once your
allotted time has passed, you will be
asked to conclude your remarks, and

shortly thereafter you will be muted and

Page 44

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Stated Meeting
March 11, 2021

© 00 N O O A~ W DN P

N D N NN DN P P P PP PP PP PR
o A W N P O O 0O N O O W M B O

3/11/21 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT
disconnected from the remote meeting.

I also reserve the right to
limit the number of speakers where
repetitious comments are being made on
the same matter and to limit the scope of
the testimony to only certain items of
the agenda during the emergency, which
could affect callbacks for public comment
at the meeting.

So please be aware also that
this 1s a public meeting. So because the
meeting is public, participants and
viewers have no reasonable expectation of
privacy, and by continuing to be in the
meeting, you are consenting to being
recorded.

We are now going to get
started, and 1 would ask the Chief Clerk
to please read the name of our first
speaker on the list.

CHIEF CLERK: Laura Arblaster,
commenting on 210187.

MS. ARBLASTER: Thank you so

much, City Council. It truly means so
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much to not only me but our entire team
and our families to be recognized in
Resolution 210187.

We began the work In 2016
because we saw a wrong or rather an
injustice and, to the best of our
ability, tried to right it. 1 can only
speak for myself, but perhaps the ladies
on my team feel the same. We thought we
would gather people together to lift
thelr spirits to say we see you and we
hear you. That said, | did not dream we
would be leaders of a movement that has
helped change the trajectory of our
country.

By showing my support of
Resolution 210187, I"m showing my
daughter and the next generation of women
that their voice matters and that they
matter.

Thank you so much for your

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Just

for the record again say your name
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briefly just for the record.

MS. ARBLASTER: Laura
Arblaster.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Appreciate 1t. Thank you for
your testimony.

MS. ARBLASTER: Thank you.

CHIEF CLERK: The next speaker
Is Beth Finn, commenting on 210187.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning.

MS. FINN: Did you say Beth
Finn?

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Yes.
Beth Finn. If you could just state your
name for the record and proceed with your
testimony, please.

MS. FINN: Yes. My name is
Beth Finn.

Resolution sponsor
Counci Imember Katherine Gilmore
Richardson, members of Philadelphia City
Council, thank you for considering this

important resolution about the Women®s
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March on Philadelphia during Women®s
History Month. My name i1s Beth Finn and
I am one of the co-founders of the
Women®"s March on Philadelphia and the
President of the Pennsylvania Chapter of
the National Organization for Women. |
live In the Society Hill section of
Philadelphia.

When we started planning the
first Women"s March on Philadelphia in
late 2016, we did not have any i1dea what
the event would become here at home,
around the country, and around the world.
We would have considered the event a
success 1T a few hundred people had shown
up on the Ben Franklin Parkway to march
in solidarity with us and our allies iIn
Washington, DC. We were truly fortunate
that our partners i1n the City"s
Department of Parks and Rec and Office of
Special Events knew better what to
expect. Bob Allen, Doug Robinson,
Jazelle Jones, and all of their

colleagues across countless departments
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were instrumental In making sure that
each of the four Women"s Marches on
Philadelphia were peaceful, safe, and
successful. Without their expertise, the
60,000 marchers would not have been able
to gather, exercise their First Amendment
right of peaceful protest, and strengthen
each other for the hard work we knew was
ahead of us following the 2016
presidential election.

Though the challenges facing
women did not start with that election
and they haven®"t been magically solved by
our most current President, the 2016
election served as a catalyst for many
Americans to start to claim their voices
as citizens. This i1s the most powerful
promise of our democracy.

The first Women®"s March was an
opportunity for ordinary people to
Jjump-start their activism. It led to
people demanding their rights guaranteed
in our Constitution, to constituents

expecting more from their elected
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officials, and to record numbers of
women, people of color, LGBTQ people, and
underrepresented groups running for
office.

I am so proud of the work my
resister sisters and 1 have done to
organize these four years of women
marches. 1 am proud of the platform we
were able to create to amplify these
voices, and I am proud of the incredible
work that tens of thousands of people
took on to make our city, our country,
and our world a better place.

There 1s still so much more
work to do to guarantee that women are
paid equitably for the work that we do,
that women have autonomy over our own
health and bodies, that the burden of
maintaining a household and caring for
our children doesn®"t fall solely on our
shoulders, that violence against women,
especially domestic violence, is taken as
seriously as other kinds of violence, and

that women are represented equally 1n all
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places where decisions are being made.

The passage of this resolution
by this Council shows the commitment of
the City of Philadelphia to these ideals.

Thank you for your support and
for your time.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testimony. Appreciate
it.

MS. FINN: Thank you.

CHIEF CLERK: The next speaker
1s Nikki Bagby, commenting on 210187.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning.

MS. BAGBY: Hello. Can you
hear me?

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Yes.
Just state your name for the record and
proceed with your testimony.

MS. BAGBY: Good morning. My
name 1s Nikki Bagby.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning.

MS. BAGBY: Good morning. [I™m

Page 51

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Stated Meeting
March 11, 2021

© 00 N O O A~ W DN P

N D N NN DN P P P PP PP PP PR
o A W N P O O 0O N O O W M B O

3/11/21 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT
In agreement to Resolution 210187, and |
wanted to thank, of course, for
introducing Councilwoman Richardson,
along with Councilwoman Parker,
Councilwoman Quinones-Sanchez,
Councilwoman Gym, Councilmember Gauthier,
Councilwoman Brooks, Councilman Henon as
well as Squilla, Councilman Green,
Councilman Johnson, and Councilman Domb.
I just wanted to thank everyone again.

I add on to all the comments of
both my fellow organizers. As a black
woman, one of two black women -- well,
three black women who helped to put on
the march, we found that there was even a
lot of opposition within our own
community being a part of this march, but
I"m so glad that there was a sisterhood
built out of 1t. 1 was so glad that we
had a platform that we are now able to
talk together in unity about all of us
being a woman, but so many minority
communities were also represented during

this time. 1 am so honored that we were
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not only a part of this Women®"s March,
but we were part of a continuous movement
that created such an impact across the
world.

I want to thank everyone who
participated, including our Mayor and
several of our Councilwomen who are on
the line. 1 want to thank all of the men
who were our partnerships and friends
along with this march. And 1 just want
to thank the Council for recognizing.

We had one of the largest
consistent marches, and there were not
only the 65,000 that started that day but
there were hundreds of thousands of
people that came through the snow,
through the rain, through the cold just
to put forth a movement that will be
written into legacy for the rest of our
lives. And I am so honored today that
Philadelphia has not only acknowledged
it, but 1t will also be i1In the records
for the rest of our lives, and our

generations down the line can also open
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to read as they follow this bill.

So 1 want to thank you again.
I want to thank the members of Council.
And I am so blessed to witness this
movement and that our movement had such
impact, that we saw change.

Thank you again.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testimony.

CHIEF CLERK: The next speaker
IS Theresa White, commenting on 210200.

MS. WHITE: Good morning to the
distinguished and honorable members of
the City Council of Philadelphia, to
Council President Clarke. I would like
to thank Councilwoman Bass for the
opportunity to show my support for and
speak on behalf of Resolution 210200,
which recognizes March 8th as
International Women®s Day and an event to
raise awareness of the adverse oppression
and inequities that women have
experienced and continue to experience

globally, and to celebrate the
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achievements of women around the world
and to campaign for positive change.

I am the Director of Education
and Training and Outreach Services for
WOAR, Philadelphia Center Against Sexual
Violence. For the past 21 years, | have
dedicated my life to educating
individuals and families how to prevent
harm to children, youth, the elderly,
people with disabilities, and women.

WOAR, the Philadelphia Center
Against Sexual Violence, formerly known
as Women Organized Against Rape, was
founded by women to support victims of
rape and other forms of sexual violence
at a time when victims of sexual violence
were not treated with care, respect or
dignity, and when offenders often walked
away from the harm which they inflicted
upon women and children.

What we now know is sexual
violence i1s an i1ssue. It i1s a societal
plague, and i1t is often used as a weapon

of war. We know that sexual violence
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knows no gender or orientation. It
doesn"t care about religion, race or
socioeconomic level.

WOAR was the first rape crisis
center in Pennsylvania, and as a result
of the leadership of women in the City of
Philadelphia, there are now 50 centers 1in
Pennsylvania, one in every county, that
provides treatment for victims of sexual
violence and promotes prevention
education.

City Council®™s support for
Resolution 210200 will be an
acknowledgment of the vital work
conducted by women in Philadelphia and
around the world and the importance of
leadership of women. And the support for
this resolution will continue to show
Council™s support and efforts to
eliminate adverse oppression and
inequities faced by women both 1n our
city and around the world.

Thank you, Council, for this

opportunity to address you today.
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you very much for your testimony.
Appreciate 1t.

CHIEF CLERK: Tamara Staley,
commenting on 210190.

(No response.)

CHIEF CLERK: Tamara Staley.

MS. STALEY: Greetings. As
President and CEO of the Philadelphia
Juneteenth Family Incorporated, 1 want to
thank you, Councilman Johnson, and your
co-sponsors for supporting the National
Juneteenth Day of Observance bill and
encourage all of you to send letters to
our Congress representatives asking for
their support.

The Philadelphia Juneteenth
Family was founded in 2018. Our core
foundation was built on four pillars -
spiritual, cultural, education, and
political. Each of these pillars
represent areas that impact African
American communities. Our goal is to

research, plan, and organize initiatives
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that will improve challenges that we face
today. We are dedicated to raising
cultural awareness, cross cultural
exchange, and i1nterest in the African
diaspora®s agenda.

We work tirelessly to help the
Juneteenth become the 46th
state-recognized holiday, along with
others across the City and the state,
resulting 1n a delegation going to
Harrisburg to witness the signing by
Governor WolfT.

We are thankful that Mayor
Kenney has made Juneteenth holiday
recognized until 2023 by Executive Order.

I leave you with this: A lot
more work needs to be done, so join the
Family.

Thank you for the opportunity
to address Council, and 1 hope we can
continue counting on you all®s support as
we move forward.

Thank you.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Ms.
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Staley, just state your name for the
record, please.

MS. STALEY: Tamara Staley.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you very much. Thank you for your
testimony.

MS. STALEY: Thank you.

CHIEF CLERK: The next speaker
Is Kofi Asante, commenting on 210190.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning.

MR. ASANTE: Good morning.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Just
state your name for the record and
proceed with your testimony. Thank you.

MR. ASANTE: Kofi Asante.

I want to thank Councilman
Johnson, City Council President, City
Council for the opportunity to speak this
morning. | want to say thank you
specifically to Councilman Johnson for
his courage and his moving the resolution
forward to shine light on Juneteenth.

Our community needs heroes that
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they can touch, and Johnson responded to
the urgency from our City Council from
our Juneteenth President, Tamara Staley.
She called him out of urgency because
Juneteenth was not on the Calendar for
the City, and he leaped into action like
a super hero, like a hero we can touch,
and he contacted his constituency and
other City Councilpeople, and lo and
behold, the Juneteenth was back on the
Calendar. So we thank him for that.

We thank him for his courage to
be able to put the resolution to move
forward our struggle as i1t relates to
Juneteenth, and also to be able to join
us In our movement iIn order to make
Juneteenth a celebration In every
household, that i1t becomes a stable name.

When our communities say
Juneteenth, they understand the struggles
and the sacrifices of those who came
before us. And as we move forward even
Iinto this year with the pandemic, all the

things that have happened to us, 1t"s
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joyful to be able to know that Juneteenth
Is thriving and the programs and process
that we are going to do as a Juneteenth
Family.

So all of you heroes and
sheroes that are on City Council, please
continue to join us and support the
Philadelphia Juneteenth Family and the
movement of the holiday Juneteenth on
June the 19th even i1n 2021.

God bless, and thank you for
this opportunity.

CHIEF CLERK: Thank you for
your testimony.

The next speaker i1s Mark
Harrell, commenting on 210190.

MR. HARRELL: Good morning,
Council President Clarke and members of
City Council. My name i1s Mark Harrell.
On behalf of the Board of the
Philadelphia Juneteenth Family, 1 want to
thank Councilman Kenyatta Johnson as well
and his colleagues on City Council for

introducing the resolution on Thursday,
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March 4th urging the U.S. Congress to
designate Juneteenth a national holiday.

The Philadelphia Juneteenth
Family is supporting our national mother
of Juneteenth, Ms. Opal Lee from Fort
Worth, Texas, currently 94 years old, who
started a walking campaign to Washington,
DC 1n 2016 and has continued i1t to bring
awareness to the fact that there is
support for it all across the nation.

There 1s currently legislation
in the U.S. Senate, Senate Bill 4019, and
in the House, House Resolution 7232, the
Juneteenth National Independence Day Act,
that just needs to be passed into law.
We want Juneteenth to be recognized as a
national holiday.

Yes, Juneteenth originated in
Texas, but 47 states now have 1t as a day
of observance to commemorate the ending
of slavery, and more are making it a paid
day off, including states like Virginia,
New York, and Texas.

We believe Juneteenth can be a
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unifier, because i1t recognizes that
slaves didn"t free themselves and that
they had help from Quakers along the
underground railroad, abolitionists, both
black and white, like Frederick Douglass
and William Lloyd Garrison, soldiers and
many others who gave their lives for the
freedom of being slaves.

It"s not lost on us that the
summer of 2020 saw the largest support of
Juneteenth to be a national holiday
because of the death of George Floyd
highlighted the systemic racism that
still exists because of the residual
effects of slavery. We can"t let the
swelling support just simply disappear
until the summer rolls around again. We
have to make sure that Congress follows
through with their commitment to honor
the lives of those who came before us.

Our goal with her petition,
which currently has over 1.5 million
signatures and we"re aiming for 3

million, and her walk i1s to show Congress
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and the President that she i1s not alone
in her and the Philadelphia Juneteenth
Family®s desire to see national
recognition of a day to celebrate freedom
for all. Will you sign and support this
petition to let them know as well?

I want to thank you for your
consideration and this opportunity to
address you today. Victory 400.

Thank you.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Thank you so much for your testimony. We
appreciate it.

CHIEF CLERK: The next speaker
i1s Albert Dandridge, commenting on
210183.

MR. DANDRIDGE: Good morning.
My name is Albert S. Dandridge 111, and I
am here to comment on Resolution 210083
on Bernard W. Smalley Sr.

Bernie Smalley and 1 grew up 1in
West Philly, directly across the alleyway
from each other. His bedroom window

faced my bedroom window. We would yell
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at each other through the windows. We
would meet at the back fence, at the
corner store, at the G bus across the
street from -- bus stop across the street
from his house, at the 15 trolley stop
down the street from his house. We had
each other"s backs on the streets. He
was a better talker; 1 was a better
fighter.

After years of sharing each
other"s joys and sorrows, the roles
became interchangeable.

Last fall, we lost our Board of
City Trusts" President, friend, and my
former law partner, Ronnie Donatucci. |
remember at Ronnie®s funeral the priest
giving the eulogy said that i1f Ronnie was
not 1n heaven, there 1s no heaven.

With due respect and with the
same assurance as the priest, 1 do not
believe that God would have taken Ronnie
away from us at the Board without a plan.
The plan i1s Bernie Smalley. 1 do not

believe that there i1s anyone living who
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cares more about the children, the
administrators, the teachers, and the
staff at Girard College than Bernie
Smalley.

I do not believe there is
anyone living who cares more about the
miracles that take place and the doctors,
nurses, administrators, and staff at
Wills Eye Hospital than Bernie.

I do not believe there is
anyone living who cares more about the
charitable entities that help the
citizens of Philadelphia than Bernie
Smalley.

I believe that God has a plan
for my friend of more than 65 years and
the new President.

Thanks be to God.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you so much for your testimony. We
appreciate it.

CHIEF CLERK: The next speaker
IS Yasmeen Abbott, commenting on

Councilman Thomas®s resolution on
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black-owned and led schools.

MS. ABBOTT: Hi. Good morning.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning.

MS. ABBOTT: Thank you,
Councilman Thomas and colleagues. My
name 1s Yasmeen Abbott and i1t was
imperative to send my children to a
black-owned and operated school to
complete their education. It wasn"t a
question. Black schools matter, and
attending Universal Institute Charter
School from 2011 to 2020 provided a
strong academic rigor while having
constant black empowerment daily.

Raising black girls is already
challenging In America. Having them
receive education where academic
excellence 1s exemplified was also
imperative. Having them see educated
black representations of themselves daily
helped shape their confidence In who they
are for nine years of their lives, going

to school from kindergarten to eighth
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grade.

It also helped iIncrease their
social and emotional wellness, having a
safe place to be educated by blacks
unapologetically. They strive for higher
education, attending HBCUs, and the
importance of being strong, productive
black citizens in society making a
difference every day.

Having the choice to choose
that educational platform for my black
girls helped me raise them without
stress, worry, and fear that 1 already
see as a black mother In America.

Thank you all again for this
opportunity, and a huge thank you to
Universal Institute Charter School staff
and school leaders. Their dedication to
their students and their scholars is
absolutely unmatched.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you so much for your testimony.
Appreciate 1t.

CHIEF CLERK: The next speaker
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i1s Daniel Wideman.

MR. WIDEMAN: Good morning. My
name 1s Daniel Wideman, a proud parent of
a West Oak Lane Charter School, black led
and black ran. Thank you, Councilman
Thomas, and his colleagues for the
support and leadership of calling for
this critical important hearing.

I chose to send my child to a
black-founded, black-led charter school
because they put the kids first. They
don"t look at what the neighborhood is or
where they come from. They don"t look at
how much money we make. They show kids
the love and support, no matter where
they come from. Every day they put the
kids first.

For the last three years, |
have been a proud parent of West Oak Lane
Charter School. The reason why, because
my kid comes Ffirst in every decision |
make. From the hurt, the pain and
suffering that our kids go through on a

daily basis, i1t is great to know that we
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have charter schools like West Oak Lane
In the community that is willing to pay
forth and give the love and care to our
kids.

I chose this school. If that
choice 1s tooken from me, it"s not only
going to hurt me, my child, but the
neighborhood as well.

Please, Council, take forth the
effort that Councilman Thomas has put
forth In front of you to support the
black charter schools 1n the community.
Black schools matter. Our kids matter.
Their lives matter to us.

Please, I"11 ask that today
that you believe In our kids the same way
we do. They are doing a great job at the
black-led, black-ran charter schools.
Please do not let that voice get tooken
away from us.

Thank you.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you for your testimony.

We appreciate 1t.
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CHIEF CLERK: The next speaker
iIs Diane Clayton.

MS. CLAYTON: Good morning.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning.

MS. CLAYTON: My name is Diane
Clayton and I am speaking on behalf of
the African American Charter School
Coalition. I am also a grandparent of a
scholar at Global Leadership Academy,
which 1s a black-founded and led public
charter school located 1In West and
Southwest Philadelphia.

I am here today to thank
Councilman Isaiah Thomas and his
colleagues who co-sponsored his
resolution for their bold leadership iIn
calling for a public hearing to examine
the racial bias and discrimination that
exists within the School District of
Philadelphia®s process of oversight,
evaluation, and expansion opportunities
for black-founded and led public charter

schools.
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In addition to being a strong
academic school, Global Leadership
Academy celebrates my child®"s heritage,
educates scholars about black history,
and gives scholars the opportunity to
visit the historic places that serve as
safe havens for our ancestors to find
their way to freedom.

Here we are in 2021 still
fighting for our freedom and fighting for
equity when i1t comes to public education.
West and Southwest Philadelphia have very
limited options when 1t comes to
high-quality public schools. Not every
neighborhood 1n our city has a Central, a
Masterman or a Girls® High, not to
mention these are special admission
schools that require certain criteria to
be admitted.

We look forward to the
opportunity to share our stories and
challenges when i1t comes to maintaining
our right as parents and guardians to

attend a school of our choice and
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exposing the double standards and
inequitable process this District has
implemented when 1t comes to evaluation
of black-founded and led school.

Our children are public school
students, and the black schools matter
and must be evaluated by a fair and
equitable process. Doing anything less
Is not only discriminatory, but i1t also
further hurts children and families like
mine.

We know doing what is right
doesn"t always mean that i1t i1s popular,
but to remain silent on this very
critical i1ssue i1s to be complicit while
our civil rights are being violated, and
that i1s not okay.

Thank you again for your
leadership, Councilman Thomas, and your
willingness to address this very critical
ISssue.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you so much for your testimony. We

appreciate it.
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CHIEF CLERK: The next speaker
IS Latisha Swans.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning.

MS. SWANS: Good morning.
Hello. I am calling In representation of
West Philadelphia Achievement Charter
School. For the past ten years, three of
my sons, Bennie, Nigel, and Juwan (ph)
Swans, have all attended this school.
This school has been magnificent for
them. It has helped my children go into
college. One of my sons is now attending
college. One of my sons i1s now going
over to William Penn Charter School.

He"s just been accepted with almost a
full scholarship.

This school has meant a lot to
me as a mother of four boys. It has
really increased the culture of the
community of Black Lives Matter movement.
It has really showed my boys what it is
to be a man and to have male mentors,

black men lead my children, give my
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children direct assistance, give my
children direct leadership, open-door
policies.

The kids at the school, the
teachers know my children directly. They
know them individually. They have cared
for my children throughout their
educational experiences here. It has
been the best thing 1°ve ever did for my
children, putting them in this school.

It has also helped continue the
legacy of their grandfather, Bennie
Jewell Swans Jr., who is a Philadelphia
legend, gang war hero.

One of the things I want to
kind of leave with before 1 leave this
phone conversation and representation of
how great this school has been for my
children and family i1s that every child
deserves a champion in adults who will
never give up on them, who understand the
power of connection and insist that they
become the best that they can be, and

this school has been that and more.
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Thank you very much for having
this school 1In the West Philadelphia
community for all black lives and the
whole entire environment that the school
has touched and the children and the
people and the faces of the black
community.

Thank you so much, and have a
great day.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Ms. Swans, just say your name
for the record. Just state your name.

MS. SWANS: Latisha Brown
Swans.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Appreciate your testimony.

CHIEF CLERK: The next speaker
i1s Nicole Brown.

MS. BROWN: Hello?

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Yes.
Just state your name for the record and
proceed with your testimony, please.

MS. BROWN: Good morning. My

name 1s Nicole Brown, and thank you all
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for having me. 1 want to thank
Councilman Thomas and City Council for
this 1nitiative and bringing light to
this vital topic.

When I think of black-founded
and led schools, 1t 1s very reminiscent
of the establishment of historically
black colleges and universities. They
are both meant to serve the needs of
African American populations, in which
they have excelled beyond measure.

It 1s still the same today
where our children are denied access to
opportunities and additional resources.
For this reason, | celebrate and support
black-led schools such as Universal
Institute Charter School for their
overwhelming drive to ensure that our
children have what they need. They
provide successful i1mages of what it
means to be black and successful. They

provide successful images that black

people can excel despite any disparities.

Black-led schools are vital to
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our children®s success because they
foster a positive sense of community,
culture, and high academic standards.
Black students do well when they feel
supported and can i1dentify with their
educators. They have the rest of their
life to be a minority, so i1t iIs very
important that they be a majority In a
high-achieving black school. And I
celebrate UICS because my daughter, she
was accepted to all her high schools that
she chose and she was able to maintain a
4_0 GPA since kindergarten at this
school. And I have two black sons, and
they are supported and they are valued,
and I wouldn"t have my children iIn any
other school, and that i1s why 1t is
important to have schools such as UICS
and other black-led schools.

And, again, thank you. My name
1s Nicole Brown.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you so much for your

testimony. We appreciate it.
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CHIEF CLERK: Drane
Corvin-Levy.

COUNCIL SUPPORT: She 1s not on

the line.
CHIEF CLERK: Saqgib Bhatti.
MR. BHATTI: Yes. Hello.
COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Good
morning.

MR. BHATTI: Good morning,
Council President.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Just
state your name for the record and
proceed with your testimony, please.

MR. BHATTI: Yes. Good
morning, Council President Clarke and
members of the City Council. My name is
Sagib Bhatti. 1"m the Co-Executive
Director of the Action Center on Race and
the Economy, or ACRE. Thank you to
Councilmember Kendra Brooks for inviting
me here to speak and for her leadership
on the Cancel Wall Street resolution
that"s ultimately about winning more

money to invest in public services and
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stopping Wall Street from profiting from
our communities. | strongly support this
resolution.

Across the country Wall Street
makes $161 billion of interest payments
on municipal debt. Here in Philadelphia,
every year the City spends more than
$245 million a year iIn interest payments
to Wall Street i1nvestors, and the School
District spends $145 million a year.

The way we currently finance
our government does not make any sense.
Even though municipal borrowers have a
default rate of less than 0.2 percent,
we"re forced to pay a dollar In interest
for every dollar that we borrow.

Furthermore, cities with higher
concentrations of people of color like
Philadelphia are forced to pay even more.
Banks already make money by
discriminating against us, foreclosing on
us, nickel-and-diming us with fees,
investing In private prisons to lock us

up, Financing fossil fuel Infrastructure
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that"s polluting our communities, and
selling us predatory products. They
shouldn®"t be able to profit from
redlining our state and local governments
too.

Already Philadelphia has been
leading the country in work to create a
public bank so that we can keep our money
here locally. There"s more to be done to
ensure that we can invest in public
services like schools, healthcare,
transit, and more.

There 1s no reason for us to
pay so much to Wall Street when our
fellow government owns a bank. We need
the Federal Reserve to call for
long-term, zero-cost loans to all cities,
states, and school districts, which is
fully in the purview of the Federal
Reserve. And so that"s why we"re asking
Philadelphia to join cities like Los
Angeles to call -- to pass this
resolution calling on the fed to offer

these loans so that we can keep our money
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In our communities where they can fund
essential services.

Thank you.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you so much for your
testimony. Appreciate 1t.

CHIEF CLERK: There are no
other speakers on the public comment
list, Mr. President.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Mr. Decker.

That concludes our public
comment session. We will now consider
the bills and resolutions on the Second
Reading and Final Passage Calendar.

Mr. Decker, please read the
title of Resolution No. 210183.

CHIEF CLERK: A resolution
congratulating Bernard W. Smalley for
being named President of the Board of
Directors of City Trusts, making him the
first Black President in the board"s 151
year history.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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Thank you.

The Chair recognizes
Councilwoman Parker for a motion.

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: Thank
you, Mr. President. Mr. President,
before 1 call for the motion, | just want
to note for the record that in 1990,

Mr. President, 1 was a senior in high
school and 1 got an opportunity to intern
in the office of my mother mentor
teacher, Marian Tasco, and worked closely
with my other mother mentor, Augusta
Clark, and 1t was because of --

COUNCIL SUPPORT: I"m sorry,
Councilwoman. 1 just got notified
Channel 64 has lost their feed, so we"re
going to need a moment so they can bring
the system back up, please.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Okay .

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: Thank you
so much.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you.
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COUNCIL SUPPORT: Sorry for the
Inconvenience.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: No
problem.

(Brief pause.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you very much.

We had a slight technical
glitch, but we are now live. | want to
thank you very much for your patience.

So, Mr. Decker, 1"m going to
ask you to start over by reading
Resolution No. 210183.

CHIEF CLERK: A resolution
congratulating Bernard W. Smalley for
being named President of the Board of
Directors of City Trusts, making him the
first Black President in the board"s 151
year history.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: And
the Chair recognizes Councilwoman Parker.

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: Thank
you, Mr. President. Mr. President,

before 1 call for the adoption of the
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resolution, |1 just wanted to note for the
record that in 1990 when I was in high
school, 1 had the opportunity to intern
with my mother mentor, Councilwoman
Marian Tasco, and my other mother mentor,
Councilwoman Augusta Clark. And 1 was
telling someone the other day i1t was only
because they let me be around that 1 had
an opportunity to meet some of the really
historic game-changers in the City of
Philadelphia from all walks of life but
particularly in the African American
community. And when I think about some
of the legal beagles, I think about the
late, great Charles Bowser. | think
about the late, great Obra Kernodle, and
of course our very own Bernard Smalley,
Bernie Smalley as he i1s affectionately
called by all of us.

Now, I do have to note for the
record that when we had our technical
difficulties, our Whip from the mighty,
mighty Fourth Councilmanic District

representing West Philadelphia, you know,
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reminded us that Charles Bowser and
Bernard Smalley hail from West
Philadelphia.

All credit and humble respect
given, Whip Jones.

And Obra Kernodle hailed from
our Mount Airy.

But 1t i1s with this spirit iIn
mind that we just wanted to take an
opportunity to congratulate you, Bernie,
to tell you that we appreciate all that
you have contributed to the Philadelphia
community over the years, and that i1t"s
because people like you, Charles Bowser
and Obra Kernodle sought to share some of
your legal prowess and success In trying
to motivate, Inspire, encourage young
people and to close the gap between the
have"s and the have not"s that we are a
much better city for it.

And to Jackie Smalley, Jackie,
thank you for sharing Bernie with us all.

And 1t"s with that spirit iIn

mind, Mr. President, that I move for the
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adoption of the resolution.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: Council
President?

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Thank you. The Chair recognizes
Councilman Green. Shall | say one of the
newest members of the Board of City
Trusts.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: Yes. In
conjunction with my colleague
Councilmember Mark Squilla i1s also part
of the Board of City Trusts and West
Philadelphians, proud both Councilmembers
Gilmore Richardson and Councilman Jones,
who always says west i1s best, 1*d like to
second Councilmember Parker®s resolution.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Thank you. 1It"s been moved and
enthusiastically seconded the resolution
be adopted.

All 1n favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
ayes have i1t, and that resolution is
adopted.

Mr. Decker, please read the
title of Resolution No. 210184.

CHIEF CLERK: A resolution
remembering Henrietta Lacks and honoring
her contribution to modern medicine,
including the development of COVID-19
vaccines.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
Charr again recognizes Councilwoman
Parker.

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: Thank
you, Mr. President. | move for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you. 1It"s been moved and properly
seconded.

All those i1n favor indicate by
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saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
ayes have i1t, and that resolution is
adopted.

The Chailr recognizes
Councilwoman Quinones-Sanchez.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Thank
you, Mr. President. 1"m going to request
a leave to do Council business, but 1
wanted to be recorded aye on all bills
and resolutions.

Thank you.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Councilwoman. 1 do believe we
have an amendment also coming up on the
Calendar today. You just want to be
recorded aye on the amendment?

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Yes.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Councilwoman, thank you.
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Let the record reflect
Councilwoman®s leave of absence. She has
left her vote as aye on all bills,
resolutions, and amendments.

Thank you, Councilwoman.

Mr. Decker, please read the
title of 210185.

CHIEF CLERK: A resolution
commending and recognizing Michael Hand
on the occasion of his retirement from
his outstanding career with the Eastern
Atlantic States Regional Council of
Carpenters and his service to the
Philadelphia community.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
Chair recognizes Councilwoman Parker.

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: Thank
you, Mr. President. And, Mr. President,
before 1 move for the adoption of this
resolution, I formally wanted to take
this opportunity to congratulate Mike
Hand, who i1s a 35-year member of the
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and

Joiners of America. | met Mike Hand
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formally, Mr. President, in my role here
in City Council as a legislator. So it
was sort of legislator just interacting
with a member of labor.

I would argue to you,
Mr. President, and our colleagues and the
public that out of that grew a friendship
when Mike Hand began to talk about what
life was like growing up in the City of
Philadelphia in the Fishtown, the
working-class Fishtown community that he
was reared in. And for those of you who
really know Philadelphia, Mike would call
it Flat Iron, and you know what that
means. So he would call 1t Flat lron,
and 1 said, wow. We talked about Mantua,
Mr. President, and 31st and York, 11th
and Indirana, and top side West Oak Lane,
19th and Cheltenham. But we also had
tough conversations about the history in
some of those communities and who was
allowed to go where and do what. And
then we talked about the beauty In those

neighborhoods and the sense of community
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and that residents and neighbors took
care of each other and the power of
little leagues and all of those athletic
associations and how folks were just
neighborly.

It"s with that spirit in mind
that 1 want to say to you, Mike Hand,
thank you for your contributions to our
city. Now that you will be formally
retired from your carpenter duties, |
want you to know that I will continue to
rely on you for our grassroots community
activism and organizing.

Mr. President, what people
don"t see behind the scenes i1s that when
we Councilmembers get calls from
constituents to do things like put a ramp
up for someone who i1s physically disabled
but they don"t have the money to do it
themselves, to go fix something iIn
someone®s house and they don"t have
homeowners i1nsurance and you need 1t
done, every time we"ve called on you,

Mike Hand, you®ve always responded in the
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affirmative. |1 don"t care i1If 1t was
Vernon Road, Ogontz Avenue. You"ve been
there, and we will continue to rely on
you to help us solve many of the
challenges facing our communities. And
thank you for being authentic while doing
It In everything you did.

No one saw most of i1t on social
media because you would simply give the
word to get the work done, and the next
thing people would know, the work would
be fixed. So thank you for being
authentic.

And with that, Mr. President, |
move for the adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Okay. We should call for the --

COUNCILMAN HENON: Council
President?

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: 1
got you, Councilman.

COUNCILMAN HENON: Yes. Thank

you, Council President. 1[1°d like to add

Page 93

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Stated Meeting
March 11, 2021

© 00 N O O A~ W DN P

N D N NN DN P P P PP PP PP PR
o A W N P O O 0O N O O W M B O

3/11/21 - STATED - 2ND READING
a little bit with our Majority Leader
Councilmember Parker had just stated on
Michael Hand"s contributions to
Philadelphia, Michael Hand"s character as
an individual.

1"ve known Mike for 25, almost

30 years. | guess it"s starting to show
my age. So he has been nothing but a
contributor, a fighter, and a defender
for people iIn this city, emerging
contractors, making sure that the
Carpenters Union i1s reflective of the
City of Philadelphia in every aspect, at
every level, giving people the
opportunities, giving people the chance
to have a career, giving people the
chance by leadership in giving back to
the communities, as Councilmember Parker
was talking about, whether 1t"s veterans,
whether 1t"s people of low income, people
who suffered a tragic situation, with
rebuilding parts of their house and
accommodating for handicap accessible

ramps and combinations in their homes so
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they can live and remain in their place
of domicile In the City of Philadelphia.

Yes, he 1s -- we"re an alum of
the same high school. He"s from
Fishtown. They call 1t now Port
Fishington in some locations, which would
drive him crazy, because we are a city of
neighborhoods, and Fishtown i1s Fishtown,
and that"s how he i1s, and he doesn"t
forget his roots in the City of
Philadelphia. But he has represented
people for his entire career.

So 1 want to thank him for
doing so, wish him the best of luck and
continued success as a former employee of
the Carpenters but as a person of the
City of Philadelphia who constantly gives
back. And I want to thank Councilmember
Parker for allowing me to share in his
honor here with this resolution.

So, Michael Hand,
congratulations, and thank you for all
your work.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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Thank you, Councilman.

It"s been moved and properly
seconded.

All in favor of the resolution?

(Aye.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
ayes have i1t, and that resolution is
adopted. Thank you very much.

Mr. Decker, please read the
title of Resolution No. 210186.

CHIEF CLERK: A resolution
recognizing and supporting the
accomplishments of women and girls
throughout history on the occasion of
Women®s History Month.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
Chair recognizes Councilwoman Gilmore
Richardson for a motion.

COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON: Thank
you, Mr. President. 1 move the adoption

of the resolution.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you. 1It"s been moved and properly
seconded.

All 1n favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
ayes have i1t, and that resolution is
adopted.

Mr. Decker, please read the
title of 210187.

CHIEF CLERK: A resolution
recognizing the Women®"s March on
Philadelphia during Women"s History Month
2021 and the organizers who hosted 4
consecutive marches from 2017 through
2020.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
Chairr again recognizes Councilwoman

GiImore Richardson for a motion.
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COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON: Thank
you, Mr. President. Before | offer the
motion, | wanted to again thank you and
all of my colleagues who co-sponsored
this resolution recognizing the tireless
efforts of the women who organized the
Women®s March here in Philadelphia for
four years, from 2017 through 2020, and 1
just wanted to call them and mention them
by name. 1 think 1t"s Important to speak
their names and all the work they have
done over the last few years on the
march.

So Nikkr Baghby, Beth Finn, Amy
Martin, Deja Lynn Alvarez, Laura, Ali
Larter, Salima Suswell, Serita Lewis,
Bridget Gill, and Vicki Landers. On
behalf of my colleagues and 1, we say
thank you for your tireless efforts.

And with that, Council
President, we move for the adoption of
the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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Thank you. It has been moved and
properly seconded.

All 1n favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
ayes have i1t, and that resolution is
adopted.

Mr. Decker, please read the
title of Resolution No. 210188.

CHIEF CLERK: A resolution also
naming the 2200 block of North Salford as
"Geo L. Myers Way,' 1n honor of George
Linwood Myers 111, to commemorate his
legacy and long-time dedication to
various Philadelphia organizations and as
an advocate of vulnerable populations.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Thank you.
The Chair recognizes Councilman

Jones for a motion.
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COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you,
Mr. President. |1 move for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you. It has been moved and
properly seconded that the resolution be
adopted.

All 1n favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
ayes have i1t, and that resolution is
adopted.

Mr. Decker, 210189.

CHIEF CLERK: A resolution
recognizing Rochelle "Chellie" Cameron on
the occasion of her appointment as chair
of the U.S. Policy Council for Airports
Council International.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you.
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The Chair recognizes Councilman
Johnson for a motion.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank you,
Council President. 1 move for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: 1It"s
been moved and properly seconded.

All those i1n favor indicate by
saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
ayes have i1t, and that resolution is
adopted.

Mr. Decker, 210190.

CHIEF CLERK: A resolution
urging the U.S. Congress to pass Senate
Bill 475 and House Resolution 1320, which
designate Juneteenth as a national
holiday.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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Thank you.

The Chailr again recognizes
CounciIman Johnson for a motion.

(No response.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Councilman Johnson?

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: Thank
you, Mr. President. On behalf of
Councilman Johnson, 1 move for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you. 1It"s been moved and properly
seconded.

All those i1n favor indicate by
saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
ayes have i1t, and that resolution is
adopted.

Mr. Decker, Resolution No.
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210192.

CHIEF CLERK: A resolution
calling on the Federal Reserve Bank of
the United States to offer long-term
loans with terms of up to 30 years to
meet the borrowing needs of state and
local governments and government units in
the United States without charging any
interest or fees, and urging the City
Treasurer™s Office to enter iInto
conversations with the financial
institutions underwriting the City"s
bonds to negotiate long-term loans with
terms of up to 30 years to meet the
City"s borrowing needs without charging
any interest or fees.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

The Chair recognizes
Counci Imember Brooks.

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: Thank
you. Thank you, Council President. |1
move for the adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: 1It"s
been moved and properly seconded.

All those i1n favor indicate by
saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
ayes have i1t, and that resolution is
adopted, 1In spite of the banking
conspiracy to author the resolution.
Thank you, Councilwoman.

Mr. Decker, please read the
title of Resolution No. 210194.

CHIEF CLERK: A resolution
honoring the athletes of the class of
2020 for their incomplete seasons and
shortened high school athletic career due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

(Council President Clarke lost
connection.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you,

Mr. President. |1 move for the adoption
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of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:= 1"m
sorry. Mr. President, were you still on
2101947

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: He"s
frozen.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: 1Is that
194 or 1967 1"m sorry.

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: No
problem, Councilman Squilla.

The Chair recognizes Councilman
Thomas for a motion on the resolution.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Thank you,
Madam Chair. 1 move for the adoption of
the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: It"s been
moved and properly seconded that the
resolution be adopted.

All those iIn favor will signify
by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: Those
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opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: The ayes
have 1t, and the resolution i1s adopted.

The Clerk will please read --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Madam
Leader?

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: Yes. The
Chair recognizes Councilmember Johnson.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank you,
Madam Leader. 1 had a little technical
difficulty. 1 just want to thank you for
the introduction of the resolution.

Thank you very much.

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: Sure.
Thank you, Councilmember Johnson.

Will the Clerk please read the
title of Resolution No. 210196.

CHIEF CLERK: A resolution
authorizing the Philadelphia Land Bank to
dispose of 538 Dudley, 639 Cantrell, 2842
through 44 and 2846 Tulip Street located
in the 1st Councilmanic District.

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: The Chair
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thanks the Clerk.

The Chair recognizes Councilman
Squilla for a motion on the resolution.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you,
Madam Chair. 1 move for the adoption of
the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: It has
been moved and properly seconded that the
resolution be adopted.

All those i1n favor will signify
by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: The ayes
have 1t, and the resolution i1s adopted.

Will the Clerk please read the
title of Resolution No. 210200.

CHIEF CLERK: A resolution
recognizing March 8, 2021 as
International Women®s Day to raise

awareness of the adverse oppression and
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inequities that women have experienced
and continue to experience globally; and
to celebrate the achievements of women
around the world and campaign for
positive change.

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: The Chair
recognizes Councillwoman Bass for a motion
on the resolution.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Madam Chair. I move for the adoption of
the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: It has
been moved and properly seconded that the
resolution be adopted.

All those i1n favor will signify
by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: The ayes
have 1t, and the resolution i1s adopted.

And our President is no longer
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frozen.

COUNCILMAN JONES: You“"re on
mute.

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: Come off
of mute, Mr. Pres.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Councilwoman. That"s what 1
get for talking about conspiracy. | will
never say that again.

Councilwoman, where did you
leave off?

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: 1 left
you, Mr. President, on Bill No. 200618.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Boy,
these guys are good. [1"11 keep my mouth
shut from now on. Okay. Thank you,
Councilwoman. Thank you, Leader.

Mr. Decker, please read the
title of Bill No. 200618.

CHIEF CLERK: An ordinance
amending Chapter 9-4200 of The
Philadelphia Code, entitled "Donation
Bins," to modify the locations at which

donation bins shall be permitted.
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Thank you.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

This bill having been read on

two different days, the question now is

shall the bill pass finally.

Bass.

Brooks.

Gauthier.

Mr. Decker, call the roll.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilwoman

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Aye.
CHIEF CLERK: Councilwoman

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: Aye.
CHIEF CLERK: Councilman Domb.
COUNCILMAN DOMB: Aye.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilwoman

COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER: Aye.
CHIEF CLERK: Councilwoman

GiImore Richardson.

COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON: Aye.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman Green.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: Aye.
CHIEF CLERK: Councilwoman Gym

IS voting aye.
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Councilman Henon.

(No response.)

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman
Johnson.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Aye.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman Jones.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Aye.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman Oh.

COUNCILMAN OH: Aye.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman
O"Neill.

COUNCILMAN O*NEILL: Aye.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilwoman
Parker .

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: Aye.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilwoman
Quinones-Sanchez 1s voting aye.

Councilman Squilla.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Aye.

CHIEF CLERK: Councilman
Thomas.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Aye.

CHIEF CLERK: Council President
Clarke.
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Aye.

The ayes are 16; the nays are
zero. A majority of all members --

COUNCILMAN HENON: Council
President Clarke, this i1s Councilman
Henon. 1°d like to be recorded as aye.

I apologize for the delay.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: No
problem, sir. Thank you.

The ayes are 17; the nays are
zero. A majority of all members having
voted i1n the affirmative, the bill
passes.

Mr. Decker, please read the
title of Bill No. 210122.

CHIEF CLERK: An ordinance
amending Section 9-4116 of The
Philadelphia Code, entitled "Public
Health Emergency Leave," to establish
leave time for public health emergencies,
and modify existing provisions concerning
the paid sick leave, and make technical
changes.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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Thank you.

The Chair recognizes Councilman
Domb, I believe, had a question on the
amendment.

COUNCILMAN DOMB: Thank you,
Council President. | do have three
questions for the sponsor, Councilmember
Brooks, about the amendments and this
bill for clarity of the record. So 1711
just go through each question one at a
time.

So can you explain why you
included and then removed the language
that allows employers who are eligible
for federal tax reimbursements when
provided emergency leave that"s called
for In this legislation? 1 think i1t"s
important for the public to understand
your position on this point and the
impact 1t has on employers that federal
tax reimbursements expire before the
emergency order is lifted.

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: Thank

you, Councilmember.
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Council President, I would like
to address the amendments that 1 sent
around today and the clarification that I
sent around this morning at the beginning
of Council sessions, and hopefully
they" 11 answer Councilmember Domb*"s
questions, and 1f not, 1 will proceed to
answer his questions following that.
COUNCILMAN DOMB: Can I give
you the other two questions so you have
them all together?
COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: Sure.
COUNCILMAN DOMB: The other
question | had was the rationale for the
160-hour threshold for paid time off,
PTO. [I"ve heard various iterations of
120, 160, 180 days that were floated, so
I*m just wondering what the conversations
were among the various groups you spoke
to and what the advantages or
disadvantages are for the various number
of hours. It seems that other than
having an impact on the very large

corporations here in Philadelphia, which
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are fewer than we"d like, this might hurt
some growth industry businesses who can"t
afford this right now, like businesses
that are close to the margin with like
501 employees.

Can you walk through the
thought process on this and the cost for
some of these types of growing.

And the last question was, |
wanted to make sure 1 understand
correctly that the City i1s subject to the
requirements of this bill, and I wanted
to get a confirmation on that.

That will be 1t. Thanks.

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: Okay. So
111 start with the tax breaks. Just as
our previous version of the public health
emergency leave, 1T a business with fewer
than 500 employees provides leave for the
reasons listed in our bill, they will
qualify for a tax credit from the federal
government. Our legislation was
intentionally aligned with the federal

reasons for leave so that businesses can
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take advantage of the federal tax
credits.

We have not elected to include
explicit language referencing the tax
credit in this bill because there is a
chance, albeit small, that tax credits
may expire before the Commonwealth®s
emergency declaration is lifted, which
would leave workers unprotected and
potentially causing us to have to
introduce a third public health emergency
leave bail. And we already left workers
unprotected for January and February and
now most of March, and we can"t do that
again.

In terms of the rationale for
the 160 hours, the 160-hour threshold, we
cannot require essential workers to use
all of their vacation time for the year.
So we negotiated with several
stakeholders a reasonable number, and 160
Is the number that we came with finally.
Everyone may not agree with this, but we

were In those negotiations with multiple
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stakeholders.

And what else? Will the City
fall under this legislation? Yes. The
City, like all employers with more than
50 employees, will have to comply with
the requirements of this bill, and we"ve
been i1n discussion with the
Administration about that.

Does that answer all your
questions?

COUNCILMAN DOMB: Yes. Thank
you very much. Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: With
that --

COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:
Council President?

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Yes.
The Chair recognizes Councilwoman Gilmore
Richardson.

COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON: Thank
you, but 1 wanted to also note for the
record based on Councilmember Domb"s
question that 1 thought that the generous

employer exemption that was presented
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before dealt with the issue with the
City. So I just wanted to make sure that
was clear for the record.

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: Yes.

COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON: Okay.

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: We"re
aligned with what was expected for the
paid time off for the City. The City"s
employees are i1ncluded.

COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON: Got
1t. Okay.

Thank you, Council President.

Thank you, Councilmember
Brooks.

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: No
problem.

COUNCILMAN DOMB: Thank you,
Counci Imember Brooks.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Councilman Domb, are you good?

COUNCILMAN DOMB: Yes.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: Council
President, point of information.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: Yes.
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I*m sorry. Who was that?

COUNCILMAN GREEN:

Councilmember Green. Point of
information.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Councilman Green.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: I just want
to get some perspective and make sure |
clearly understand your response to
Counci lmember Domb.

So you"re saying that by taking
out the amendment that you put in for
small business supports, that does not
create a conflict with the legislation at
the federal level? My understanding is
that -- well, let me step back.

What was the reason of putting
in the small business supports initially
in the first amendment that you
circulated?

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: The first
set of amendments that were sent out, we
sent 1t out prematurely and we had not

finalized that that was going to be an
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amendment. That"s why we sent the second
version as well as the explanation along
this morning. We were in consideration
of 1t, but the fact that we were already
left hanging by creating a sunset on the
initial paid public health emergency
leave bill and we did not want to have to
go through a third round of creating this
public health emergency leave, so we
decided to leave 1t out.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: But wouldn®t
there be -- so there®s not a conflict
between the federal law and what"s
proposed under this law under the time
period that the tax credits are
available? Because | believe under the
federal law, i1t talks about ten days as
opposed to 80 hours. 1 just want to make
sure that both employees as well as
employers have clarity iIn reference to
what applies.

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: Well, 1t
talks about two work weeks, which could

be either classified as ten days or
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80 hours. One work week i1s 40 hours. So
we classified 1t together. So I"m not
understanding.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: Well,
because my understanding --

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: I did
double check. When I say the ten days,
i1t kind of threw me off as well, but then
the realization that the language talks
about ten weeks -- I"m sorry; ten days
and 80 hours all equivalent to a two-week
work week. So they would still be
included. 1t"s only up to a work week --
I mean, the work session, which is
80 hours or ten days.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: So the
American Rescue Plan language says
80 hours or ten days?

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: 1
think --

COUNCILMAN GREEN: I just want
to make sure that both employees and
employers have proper guidance. My

concern i1s making sure that the language
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that"s 1n the American Rescue Plan, we"re
mirroring that here at the local level,
so that 1f I am an employer or employee,
I know I"m basing 1t on ten days or
80 hours, because that could possibly be
different, and I just want to make sure
that you"re saying that under the
American Rescue Plan, 1t"s saying one or
the other.

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: No. So
there shouldn®"t be a conflict between
this bill and the federal legislation.

It says up to two weeks or 80 hours, and
we got that information around the
information that we sent linked to the
IRS classification, which provides two
weeks or 80 hours language as well, and
iIt"s also listed in the language that was
in the e-mail sent earlier.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: Right. But
I guess my question is, why can"t we just
use the exact same language from the
American Rescue Plan, so that way,

there®s no confusion for employees or
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employers i1n reference to, do | receive
80 hours and/or ten days? And if I"m an
employer, | can get a tax credit for that
exact same amount. I mean, just for the
ease of simplicity considering that we"re
dealing with a lot of information with a
of changes. 1"m still just trying to
digest all the information In the
American Rescue Plan. Each day 1"m
learning more information. | just think
for ease of getting information out for
employers and employees, we use similar
language that"s 1In the American Rescue
Plan.

Also, I™m not sure i1f there"s
any regulations that need to be adopted
to implement this proposed legislation,
because there was regulations that were
needed i1n last year®s bill that expired.
That"s why this legislation i1s important
to protect both employees and also
employers.

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: So from

my understanding, the language is the
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same. We just don"t have an explicit
reference to the tax credit for the
reason that | stated earlier, and that is
the only difference. And 1 believe
that -- 1"m not really sure what else to
say about that. The language i1s the
same. | just did not include the piece
of reference directly to the tax credit,
but 1t 1s the same and i1t has been
verified with legal.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: Okay.

Because i1t seemed like when 1 read the
bill and then I read the amendment, i1t
seems like the amendment i1s just further
clarifying that those who are eligible
for reimbursement through the federal tax
credits are eligible for that, which kind
of goes i1n context with your (7)(a) in
reference to requiring -- to extend the
federal state laws requiring employers to
provide paid leave or paid sick leave
related to COVID-19, they can substitute
under federal or state law for i1ts

obligations in reference to -- and what
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coincides the relevant federal state
laws.

So | just -- because 1 thought
the amendment was from a clarify
perspective to make sure that people
understood both employees and employers
that you can receive federal tax credits.
So I1"m still just trying to make sure
that we"re keeping the same language
what"s i1In the American Rescue Plan here
at the local level, so that way,
everything is consistent and there"s not
a lot of confusion and concern.

So | just want to make sure |
understand, you"re saying that the
language i1s exactly the same under the
American Rescue Plan?

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: Yes. The
language i1s the same, and the links to
the tax credit means that we would -- the
leave could expire, and that has happened
once, and we don"t want it to happen
again. That 1s the reason 1 did not and

do not want to explicitly link the
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federal legislation. But the language is
the same, and everyone who provides
public health emergency leave and
qualifies for tax credits will receive
the tax credit. It"s the same language.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: So 1f 1t"s
the same language, why didn"t we just
stick with the original amendment?
Because the original amendment provides
additional clarity about federal tax
credits that in (7)(a) does not. So i1f
It"s the same language, 1 think that"s --
that was my assumption, that the purpose
of the amendment that you circulated
yesterday was to make sure that the
language is mirroring the federal law to
make sure that both employees and
employers understood what they"re able to
receive under this public health
emergency leave due to COVID-19.

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: The
reason we didn"t do i1t i1s because the tax
credits will expire.

Now, In terms of understanding
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the language, 1"m certain that most
employers have folks that can help them
understand this language very clearly.
My concern was to make sure that working
folks have access to paid sick emergency
leave at 160 hours and that it happens as
soon as possible, because people were
left out for three months, left out 1iIn
the cold because of legislation that was
requested for us to put a sunset on this
as of December 31st. Now we have
Philadelphians in the peak of the
pandemic that were out of paid sick
legislation that we have left hanging.

So 1 will not link the federal
legislation to this, because 1 do not
want to go through a third round of
public health emergency leave i1f this
were to expire.

We are on the uptick.
Vaccination is available, and we need to
protect our citizens.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: So I clearly
support, and that"s why I voted for this
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to get out of the Committee, because the
legislation that you introduced last year
expired and we need to make sure that
employees are covered during the
pandemic, which is still going on. 1 was
just trying to get clarity in reference
to the tax credit issue, because | saw
the amendment and then 1 saw the new
amendment, and I was just trying to get
some perspective on -- because clearly
there was a reason why you put 1t in, and
I thought 1t was for the clarity of
making sure that the American Rescue Plan
coincided with this legislation to make
sure employees and employers knew all the
perspectives. That"s why 1 asked the
question. I1"m trying to get that
understanding.

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: Wwell, 1
hope I answered your question clearly.
Have 17

COUNCILMAN GREEN: I mean, 1
got a better perspective from you in

reference to the amendment. I will look
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at this again. 1 think you did say there
was some additional -- an e-mail that you
provided that had some reference to the
American Rescue Plan. 1 did not get a
chance to click onto that link, because I
was just looking at both amendments.

So thank you, Council
President.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you, Councilman.

And i1s that 1t? Before 1 call
for the Councilwoman for a motion on her
amendment, 1 just want to for the record,
on 200618, I don"t believe -- did
Councilman Oh, was he recorded in that?

CHIEF CLERK: Yes,

Mr. President. | have him as voting aye.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Okay. So 1t was 17. | just wanted to
make sure. |1 got it a note sent to me
about Councilman Oh. Okay.

The Chailr recognizes
Councilwoman Brooks for an amendment, a

motion on the amendment.
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COUNCILMAN OH: A good note, |
hope.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Absolutely. Always with me, Councilman.

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: Thank
you, Council President. With that, |
would like to offer an amendment to Bill
No. 210122. A copy of the amendment has
been circulated to all members of
Council, and 1 move for adoption of the
amendment.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you. All 1n favor of the motion
will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
ayes have i1t, and Bill No. 210122 has
been amended. Bill No. 210122, as
amended, will be placed on the Final

Passage Calendar for our next session of

Page 130

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

(215) 504-4622




Stated Meeting
March 11, 2021

© 00 N O O A~ W DN P

N D N NN DN P P P PP PP PP PR
o A W N P O O 0O N O O W M B O

3/11/21 - STATED - 2ND READING
Council. Thank you very much.

Mr. Decker, do you have any
additional resolutions?

CHIEF CLERK: A resolution
authorizing the Committee on Housing,
Neighborhood Development, and the
Homeless to hold hearings examining the
race gap In home appraisals and i1ts
impact on homeownership and wealth
accumulation in Philadelphia, introduced
by Councilwoman Parker.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

The Chailr recognizes
Councilwoman Parker.

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: Thank
you, Mr. President. | move for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: 1It"s
been moved and properly seconded.

All those i1n favor indicate by
saying aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
ayes have i1t, and that resolution is
adopted.

CHIEF CLERK: And a resolution
authorizing the Committee on Education to
hold hearings to identify and examine
potential systemic biases In oversight
that create i1nequalities between Black
and white led schools, resulting in fewer
resources or support for Black founded
and led institutions, introduced by
Councilman Thomas.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
Chair recognizes Councilman Thomas.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Thank you,
Council President. |1 move for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: 1It"s
been moved and properly seconded.

All those i1n favor indicate by
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saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
ayes are good. The resolution 1is
adopted.

CHIEF CLERK: There are no
other resolutions on the Final Passage
Calendar, Mr. President.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you very much, Mr. Decker.

That completes our Calendar for
today. Prior to recognizing members for
speeches, | will note for the record at
this time we will use the Chat feature
available 1n Microsoft Teams to allow
members to signify that they wish to be
recognized. In order to comply with the
Sunshine Act, the Chat feature must only
be used for this particular purpose.

With that said, are there any

speeches on behalf of the minority?
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The Chair recognizes
Councilwoman Brooks.

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: Thank
you, Council President. | want to thank
every member of Council for voting to
pass the resolution I introduced last
week calling on the Federal Reserve to
offer zero interest long-term loans to
municipalities.

Currently, Philadelphia pays
over $245 million in rent interest fees
to Wall Street banks each year, while the
School District of Philadelphia pays over
145 million every year.

As the poorest city in the
country, 1t is unthinkable that we are
hemorrhaging this amount of money just to
line the pockets of the wealthy, and the
money should be spent as needed on our
own city services.

With the recent passage of
President Biden"s stimulus bill, the City
of Philadelphia is slated to receive

1.3 billion from the federal government,
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just enough to offset the budget deficit
caused by the pandemic. This is welcome
news, but we know far from enough to
address the challenges our city is
facing. From toxic school conditions to
a shortage of low-income housing to a
looming climate crisis, Philadelphia will
require a massive influx of funds to
support i1ts most vulnerable community
members and create a livable environment
for future generations.

The pandemic has exposed large
holes 1In our city"s social safety net and
revealed the damage that decades of
systemic i1nequality and the poor chronic
underfunding and austerity has caused.
The Cancel Wall Street campaign, led by
the Action Center on Race and the Economy
and supported by community leaders across
the country, has been embraced by cities
like Los Angeles, and 1"m proud that
Philadelphia 1s joining the charge.

So 1 want to thank

Councilmembers Gauthier, Gym, Henon,
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Gilmore Richardson, and Domb for their
co-sponsorship, and I look forward to
continuing to fight for the investments
iIn our communities alongside you all.

Thank you, Council President,
and thank you to my colleagues.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Councilwoman. Thank you very
much .

Speeches on behalf of the
majority?

The Chailr recognizes
Councilwoman Bass.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Mr. President. Today 1 introduced two
resolutions that raise awareness of two
very 1mportant health issues for the
month of March, nutrition and brain
injury.

According to the Center for
Disease Control and Prevention, chronic
diseases such as heart disease, cancer,
and diabetes are the leading causes of

death and disability in the United
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States. In fact, six out of every ten
adults has a chronic disease, and four
out of every ten has multiple chronic
diseases. As a result of uninformed food
choices, risk factors of chronic disease
have been identified In even younger
ages.

Good nutrition not only reduces
the risk of disease, but also improves
well-being and health, promotes safe
pregnancies and birth, strengthens immune
systems and lengthens lifespans.

However, we also have to
acknowledge that having access to the
nutritious food and being able to give
healthy eating and physical habits are a
privilege. Good nutrition is not
accessible, especially to those who are
low income and living in food deserts and
food swaths.

Organizations like
Philabundance, the Black Women®"s Health
Alliance, the Coalition Against Hunger,

North Philly Peace Park, and Weavers Way
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are all examples of leaders iIn
Philadelphia working to Increase access
to fresh food and health wellness and
nutrition education every day.

I want to thank you for your
work In reducing health disparities in
our city and working towards promoting a
healthier, more equitable Philadelphia.

On another note, 1t 1iIs
important to increase understanding of
chronic brain injury. More than 210,000
children and adults In Pennsylvania are
living with a disability due to traumatic
brain injury, which is just one example
of a chronic brain injury.

This year"s theme for Brain
Injury Awareness Month is
#MoreThanMyBrainlnjury to help educate
others on what 1t"s like to live with a
brain injury and reduce stigma.

The COVID-19 pandemic has
presented unique challenges for students
suffering from brain injuries. The

coalition -- or the collaboration
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required between teachers and families 1s
inhibited by distance learning and lack
of daily structures that can cause
increased dysregulation and negative
behaviors, further resulting In stress on
student and the adult. Additionally, too
much screen time results iIn eye strain,
increased fatigue, and other symptoms
that are amplified In persons with brain
injuries.

Groups like the Brain Injury
Association of Pennsylvania, Magee Rehab
Hospital of Jefferson Health, and Penn
Medicine are dedicated to improving the
qualify of life of those affected by
brain injuries and their families. They
each have a number of support groups,
education campaigns, and programs for
brain iInjury survivors and their
families.

Thank you for your dedicated
service to all of them and all
Philadelphians and their families who are

living with brain Injury.
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Thank you, Mr. President.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Councilwoman.

The Chair recognizes Councilman
Domb .

COUNCILMAN DOMB: Thank you,
Council President. Yesterday we
recognized, | believe, the one-year
anniversary of the first COVID diagnosis
In our city. It"s been a rough year for
all of us, particularly though our young
people, whose high school and college
years have really been impacted, and
that"s why 1 think 1t"s important today
that we recognize when good things
happen, particularly as i1t impacts our
younger people.

Last night a really good --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Councilman
Domb?

COUNCILMAN DOMB: Yes.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:
Kindergarten also got snatched away from

a lot of children as well, sir.
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Thank you.

COUNCILMAN DOMB: Last night a
really good thing happened iIn
Philadelphia. Drexel Dragons Men®s
Basketball Team won the Colonial Athletic
League Championship game, making the NCAA
Tournament for the first time in
25 years. 1°d like to congratulate
President Fry, Athletic Director Zillmer,
and Coach Spiker and the team for showing
us how teamwork and determination can
make a difference of our young men and
women. That example of teamwork and
determination is how I want to begin my
remarks today.

Each week since the beginning
of February -- 1t"s been about five weeks
now -- l"ve taken the opportunity to
address with my colleagues on Council one
overriding message: We cannot fight this
pandemic 1T we do not come together
around a massive plan.

I*m going to skip the rhetoric

and give you the numbers and let the
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numbers speak for themselves.

On February 22nd, the CDC
allocated a total of 63,690 first and
second doses combined. On March 1st, the
CDC upped 1ts allocation for a total of
68,640 first and second doses combined.
On March 8th, the CDC once again upped
i1ts allocation to a total of 70,980 first
and second doses combined.

Three days ago, the Health
Department informed us that during the
week of February 22nd, the City
administered 51,300 first and second
doses. They told us that the following
week, the week of March 2nd, we
administered over 90,000 doses, which
included the FEMA site allocation of
42,000 doses that week. So the City
possibly dosed 50,000 people.

Given that the City has
received over 200,000 doses from the CDC
over the past three weeks, 1t has only
had the capacity to deliver 150,000 of

these doses, according to the City"s
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accounts. We are sitting on today 50,000
doses that have not been distributed to
Philadelphians, 50,000. And unless we
act now, these numbers are only going to
get worse.

Follow along with me for a
moment so we understand the impact. |IT
we need to vaccinate, let"s just say,

1.2 million Philadelphians and two-thirds
of these vaccinations require two doses
of either the Pfizer or Moderna dose, we
will need to administer 1.6 million doses
of PFfizer or Moderna vaccines and 400,000
of the Johnson & Johnson doses, which is
one shot, for a total of 2 million doses,
2 million.

According to the Health
Department website, the City has
administered 435,000 doses to date. Yet,
according to the City as of two weeks
ago, 42 percent of our First doses went
to non-residents, bringing the total
number of fully vaccinated, two doses,

Philadelphians at present is somewhere
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around 100,000.

With that, our goal, our
objective here has to be to administer
approximately 1.8 million more doses by
the end of May, which i1s the timeline
President Biden laid out in the
distribution.

Over this week, the Health
Department told us we don"t have the
capacity to adequately scale up our
vaccination efforts. We are limited by
the number of providers we currently
have.

In addition to the providers in
place now, the Health Department is
ramping up six sites, which can do 400 to
500 shots per day, but these sites are
only open one day a week. So they
collectively only add 3,000 doses to our
distribution totals per week.

The Inquirer today reports that
the Health Department has approved 60
more sites, but if we can only keep six

sites open one day a week, how are these
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sites going to get us to where we need to
be?

Our mnability to develop a plan
that we have requested that i1s scalable
to meet vaccine supply chains will only
delay our ability to save lives and to
get Philadelphians back to where they
want to be and, frankly, after this long
year, where they deserve to be.

According to my calculations,
1T we vaccinate at our current pace, we"d
be at herd immunity in maybe seven
months, depending on how long FEMA sticks
around Philadelphia.

That"s not the worst news. |IT
we look at what we"re being allocated and
what we"re able to distribute, iIn about
three weeks we will have to preserve all
our doses for those who need a second
dose. The example is the Convention
Center. As of March 23rd, no more first
doses there. They"re going to switch to
second doses. This means that we won"t

have capacity to administer more
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first-round doses to people, just as more
contagious mutant strains are entering
our city.

I think 1t"s important that we
talk about the numbers as they relate to
our equity goals for distribution. We
are told the FEMA site at the Convention
Center, a neighborhood site that is
67 percent white, was selected to achieve
racial equity. Yet, an analysis of the
City"s registry, which 1s the only way to
get an appointment at the site, shows
that less than 20 percent, less than
20 percent, of the registry live in the
15 most underserved communities of color
in the City. When you put our biggest
vaccination site 1n a white neighborhood
and use an invitation list that is
overwhelmingly white, i1t seems we"re set
up to fail on equity.

When we first announced the
Philly Special Plan, | and others said
this i1s the best plan for scaling up our

vaccination capacity and achieving racial
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equity. Today | say that this i1s not
just the best plan, i1t may be the only
plan we have to get the job done at this
point.

Our role here i1s to ensure the
Administration meets our expectations and
the public®s expectations on the delivery
of this vaccination. In the last week,
we discovered a lot of details of what
we"re doing, and i1t"s not looking great.
Now we have to fix 1t. | hope all of you
will stand with me to encourage the Mayor
to open up Lincoln Financial Field and
other large-scale sites with a plan. We
need a plan to deliver 1.8 million doses
before the end of May, because as of now,
we are on the wrong track and we are
heading In the wrong direction.

Thank you, Mr. President.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you, Councilman.

The Chair recognizes Councilman

Green.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: Thank you,
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Council President. | know last week we
adopted a resolution to acknowledge and
memorialize those who had lost their
lives due to this pandemic. In today"s
Council session we"ve heard a number of
our colleagues talking about COVID-19.
In fact, the World Health Organization on
March 11th, one year ago today,
identified COVID-19 or the novel
Coronavirus as a global pandemic. And if
I reflect on last year, | was actually
attending a National League of Cities
conference 1n DC, and that was actually
the last conference | attended, and
that"s when we were just really starting
to get a sense of this pandemic and the
Iimpact i1t was starting to have, but then
we had no i1dea the impact i1t would have
throughout the entire globe.

And so as we moved into 2021,
things are definitely looking up, but I
think we get so caught up i1n all the
issues of the day and all the news,

sometimes we don"t really reflect on the
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impact of a piece of legislation.
Yesterday in DC, the American
Rescue Plan Act of 2021 was passed, and |
know the various papers and other outlets
have covered some of the information in
this plan. People are familiar with the
$1,400 checks for individuals, but this
plan 1s revolutionary in a lot of ways.
We have not seen this type of impact at
the local level, at the state level, and
at the federal level 1n decades.
This plan 1s going to expand

the child tax credit by about $300 a
month, provide about 1.8 million in
dollars for SNAP benefits. 1It"s going to
provide a significant amount of money for
our school districts. The School
District of Philadelphia is looking to
receive over a billion dollars. It
increases health insurance and extends
unemployment benefits due to the pandemic
and has opportunities for pension
assistance as well as helping those that

have -- and entrepreneurs that have a
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racial ethnic background that have
experienced systemic discrimination with
aid through $15 billion in Economic
Injury Disaster Loans. It expands the
Paycheck Protection Program, providing
additional eligibility and additional
funding for that program. For our
restaurants, food and beverage
establishments, we"re looking at
$28.6 billion, 25 billion specifically in
one area, about 1.25 billion for
shuttered venues.

Then just locally here 1n the

City of Philadelphia, our Transportation
Authority, which has been decimated by
this pandemic, 1s expected to receive
about $615 million, the airport
$115 million, and here locally as a city
we anticipate receiving over a billion
dollars. About half we"ll be able to
receive within two months and then the
other half we"ll be able to drawn down
next year.

So when we think about the
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American Rescue Plan, not only is it
providing billions of dollars for states
and 19,000 municipalities around the
country are going to benefit just like
here 1n Philadelphia, a lot of money in
reference to try to make sure the
vaccination effort gets done in

jurisdictions around the country, but

iIt"s also going to really impact poverty.

Council President, in your
statement the other day you talked about
how this 1s going to drastically reduce
child poverty for a city that has a
25 percent poverty rate. The impact of
the American Rescue Plan 1s not only a
way we come back out of this pandemic,
but 1t"s also how we truly address
poverty. To me, this is the closest
thing we"ve had to the war on poverty
from President Johnson. 1It"s going to
have ripple effects throughout this
nation in many ways. And I just wanted
to bring some of those things to our

attention, because we get so busy with
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all the different issues that we"re
trying to deal with, that sometimes when
we have real positive legislation that"s
really going to make an Impact on
citizens in the City of Philadelphia, we
don"t spend sometimes | think enough time
to really talk about that.

So 1n the coming days and weeks
and months, we"ll be getting more details
of the specific details of the American
Rescue Plan and how it"s going to impact
citizens 1In our city who have really been
struggling for so long. And to me what
it really does i1s demonstrates why voting
matters.

We went through a campaign last
year, and some people will say, well, why
should 1 participate, why should 1 vote?
This 1s the example of why voting
matters. The fact that we"ve been able
to change an administration and bring a
president that was able to get the
American Rescue Plan passed, 1In addition

by having voters in another state like
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Georgia elect two state senators. That"s
how that impacts us here in the City of
Philadelphia.

So | hope that as we continue
to move forward and get more information
regarding the American Rescue Plan,
people will make that connection, that
tie of why voting iIs important here in
the City of Philadelphia, not just iIn one
election but every election, and how this
iIs a really, as at that time Vice
President Biden said, BFD. This is
really a BFD for the City of
Philadelphia.

So thank you, Council
President.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Councilman. What does that
stand for? No; never mind. Never mind.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: 1 can"t say
that on the air.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
Chair recognizes Councilwoman Gauthier.

COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER: Thank
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you, Council President, and good
afternoon, everyone. As several members
have noted, yesterday the American Rescue
Plan was passed by the U.S. House of
Representatives. The legislation will go
to President Biden®"s desk for a final
signature tomorrow. This is the most
significant national stimulus effort
since the New Deal. It can"t be
overstated how important this is and what
a transformational impact i1t will have on
towns and cities across the country,
including Philadelphia.

In addition to another round of
direct payments for many Americans, an
extension of unemployment benefits and
billions of dollars for vaccine
distribution, schools, transit agencies,
and housing assistance, the plan will
provide flexible funding to states and
cities that can be used to support a wide
range of initiatives.

So today I want to encourage

our city and state leaders to
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meaningfully direct some of these funds
towards gun violence prevention and
intervention initiatives. We cannot pass
up this opportunity to combat our city"s
gun violence crisis. It could not be
more dire.

More Americans died from gun
violence i1n 2020 than in any other year
on record. Here i1n Philadelphia, we
nearly reached a record high number of
homicides last year, and so far, we"re on
track to exceed i1t in 2021. And what"s
especially disturbing is that juvenile
homicide rates are skyrocketing. The
number of minors who have lost their
lives 1s up 200 percent from this time
last year, and a large portion of this
loss 1s taking place in my district.

Embaba Mengesteabe, a
15-year-old resident of West Philly, died
last week after being shot in the head.
This past Tuesday night another
15-year-old, Antonio Walker Jr., was

fatally shot. And a 16-year-old who had
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been shot In October died as a result of
his 1njuries on Tuesday night as well.

The loss of these children is
tragic and traumatic, not just for their
family and friends but for our entire
community. Experts are attributing this
disturbing spike 1n violence to the
pandemic, and similar to the pandemic, we
need to treat the gun violence crisis
like the public health crisis that it is.
This means implementing evidence-based
programs that focus on prevention,
intervention, and victim services.
Because also like COVID, gun violence is
contagious. Research suggests that even
just witnessing a shooting can increase
the probability that a young person will
be involved in violence within the next
two years.

We are seeing a light at the
end of the tunnel when 1t comes to COVID,
but our communities experiencing
increased rates of gun violence remain

under siege day In and day out.
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The way a government spends is
a reflection of i1ts values. 1 hope that
we use this iInfusion of funds as an
opportunity to reflect the fact that
eradicating gun violence 1s a public
safety priority, a public health
priority, and a racial justice priority
all wrapped up iIn one.

I look forward to working with
my Council colleagues and with the Kenney
Administration to see what we can do to
move resources towards this issue
immediately now that help 1s on the way.

Thank you so much.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Councilwoman.

The Chair recognizes
Councilwoman Parker.

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER: Thank
you, Mr. President. Mr. President, |
just have a quick two i1ssues that 1 want
to address, and 1 want to start by
thanking both Councilmember Green and

Councilmember Gauthier for their comments
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regarding President Biden®"s historic
game-changing $1.9 trillion American
Rescue Plan COVID-19 stimulus bill.

Mr. President, 1 want to note
for the record that Councilwoman
Gauthier -- Councilmember Gauthier, she
hit the nail on the head when she talked
about the flexible funding available for
cities and states that i1s included iIn
this package. It i1s important for
Philadelphians to know, because they are
thinking about CARES and the other
2020-related stimulus dollars that had
been distributed from Washington, DC, but
what Philadelphians should know is that
when we had to close a $750 million
budget gap last year and people couldn™t
understand why certain cuts were made
when we received funding from the state,
I"m not sure that people understood the
help that came from Washington didn"t
give Philadelphia the flexibility to use
that money to replace revenue that we

lost as a result of COVID.
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It"s with that spirit and

intent in mind, Mr. President, that I
want to say a huge thank you on your
behalf and all members of this body to
President Biden, the Biden-Harris
administration, all members of the
Philadelphia delegation, and our U.S.
Senator Casey for his support of this
bill, and to also say that we look
forward to, under your leadership,
Mr. President, engaging with our Mayor,
Jim Kenney, along with our Philadelphia
congressional delegation, Boyle, Evans,
and Mary Gay Scanlon, along with our
state legislative leaders. That is
Vincent Hughes and Williams, along with
Leader McClinton, Whip Harris, and all
members of the Philadelphia delegation iIn
both chambers i1n Harrisburg to make sure
that we have a robust intergovernmental
discussion and strategy for how we will
employ the use of these dollars as we
move forward.

I also, Mr. President, need to
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say thank you to you and Mayor Kenney,
because sometimes 1 think 1t"s only a
story 1Tt people think that we are at each
other*"s throats, but I thank you,
Mr. President, and Mayor Kenney for
working together to come up with the
strategy to move Philadelphia®s budget
process, the budget address, which would
trigger the budget hearings, for moving
them further down the line, giving us an
opportunity for this federal legislation
to be passed so that some of the terrible
decisions that we would have had to be
considering with the potential
$450 million budget hole that we had, we
can now start from a true space.

So 1 want to say thank you, and
I*m looking forward to working with all
of our colleagues i1n an intergovernmental
way to address this issue.

Now for the good stuff,
Mr. President. Last night I had the
great opportunity of zooming with -- and

I want to make sure I get this right --
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the Philadelphia Chapter of the Coalition
of Labor Union Women here as they honored
some Philadelphia trailblazers. They
honored a lady by the name of Dianna
Montague, who was the first African
American woman to join the Philadelphia
Ironworkers Union 405.

It"s a coincidence that she
gave our prayer today, because they also
honored Archbishop Mary Floyd Palmer, the
first woman President of the Philadelphia
Council of Clergy.

They honored a lady I didn"t
know of, Mr. President, but they did a
video on her. Her name is the late,
great Anne Feeney. She was a wonderful
folk singer and a political activist and
the first woman President of the
Pittsburgh Musicians Union.

And she also honored a lady we
all know well and we love, Carol Stukes,
the first African American woman elected
as the National Conference Public

Employees Retirement System Secretary,
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and Carol and I, aside from her purple
hair that 1 love, we connected because
she was committed to pensions and
retirement security.

It"s with that being said that
I want to thank you, CLUW, for
acknowledging the efforts of those women
who have been breaking through glass
ceilings and knocking down bolted doors
to say to generations to come that they
can too have an opportunity to succeed
and sit at tables where they are not
currently represented.

So to Koren Parker, who was the
President of CLUW -- Councilmember Jones,
she 1s not a resident of the Fourth. She
lives 1n the Ninth Councilmanic District,
just so you know. To all of the
officers, trustees, executive board
members of CLUW, to Thelma Clements and
Selena Hodges, thank you for your
leadership.

I also have to for the record

note that Michelle Slay, Shoshana
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Bricklin, Vanessa Fields, Nina Ahmad, Hal
and Sue Rosenthal, they were present with
us. And I was also proud to join with my
sorer, Judge Timika Lane; my coalition
sister, Cateria McCabe; judge and member
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Lori
Dumas; and Judge Maria McLaughlin. They
were all present for this event, and 1t
was just nice to see women from all walks
of life, Mr. President, come together to
lift each other up under the spirit and
umbrella of solidarity.

Thank you, Mr. President, and
thank you, colleagues.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Councilwoman.

The Chair recognizes Councilman
Jones.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you,
Mr. President. And I want to shout out
and thank my colleagues, starting with
Member Thomas for his passionate defense
of institutions of color today. That

moved me, and 1t showed his commitment
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not only to the education process but how
committed he is as a parent to making
sure that his children and all children
get what they deserve by way of cultural
companies. So | want to say that.

I want to say thank you to
Member Green who put i1t succinctly as to
how Important the passage of that
legislation was. Somebody asked me iIn a
discussion -- some of us government
junkie geeks tend to get together and
talk about budgets, and they asked me how
bad is the upcoming budget, and before
yesterday, the only thing I could say is
real bad, and real bad meant that there
were scenarios of 10 and 20 percent cuts
by department and what that would have
meant to service delivery for the people
that we represent.

I want to shout out your
leadership, President, because you can
have any old captain of a ship during
good weather and sunshine and everybody

i1s floating down the Delaware, but when
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the storms come, you need a captain of a
ship that understands some of the, as you
always say, the adult decisions, tough
decisions we are paid to make and we"re
prepared to make.

So that rescue wagon that came
from our Philadelphia delegation, the
Congress, the Senate, and the White House
meant more than people actually know,
that we were on our way to a very bad
place.

I want to thank Member Gauthier
for citing that in these good times, not
to forget the systemic problems of gun
violence.

So now I raise one other area
of focus. The School District is going
to be one of the biggest beneficiaries of
these dollars, manna from heaven or manna
from Washington, right? Our children,
who have been at home being educated,
some i1n difficult circumstances, have
suffered. 1 think we"re looking at some

of the highest absentee rates among
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students ever. We"re going to see a lot
of poor grades as a result of those
absentee rates. It 1s 1mperative over
the summer that all of the support
systems, whether 1t"s credit recovery at
the high school level or tutoring to play
catch-up at the grade school level, be
employed this summer. |I1f we can afford
1t, we should do i1t.

In addition, we should take
this time over the summer to prepare our
aging facilities to be able to accept our
young people and teachers with modernized
ventilation systems. We should not waste
this crisis to do what needs to be done
not just for today but for years to come.

So, as you said, we were afraid
In our discussions budgetarily that this
was going to be a one-time appropriation
and that we had one year as a
municipality to recover, to get people
back In restaurants, people in hotels,
people back In business offices, but the

way this i1s happening, 1t will give us

Page 166

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Stated Meeting
March 11, 2021

© 00 N O O A~ W DN P

N D N NN DN P P P PP PP PP PR
o A W N P O O 0O N O O W M B O

3/11/21 - STATED - SPEECHES

more like a two-year recovery period, for
which, as one member of Council, I am
grateful.

Thank you, Mr. President.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Councilman. We"re all
grateful, yes. Much needed.

The Chair recognizes Councilman
Johnson.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Yeah.
Thank you, Council President. You know,
I was sitting here kind of reflecting on
my comments. | wasn"t even prepared to
make comments today as | was just taking
this day i1In, but yesterday was a pretty
rough day. The last couple days have
been pretty rough, but just echoing the
sentiments of my colleague Councilwoman
Jamie Gauthier, we are really In a state
of crisis right now and we are really
losing too many young people to senseless
gun violence.

When 1 think about the work

that we are doing, last week we
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introduced legislation to create a
resource network around violence,
resources for young people and families
so they don"t have to address this issue
of senseless gun violence alone without
resources. | think about the Office of
Victim Advocates in which we want to open
up during this spring to help families
who have lost loved ones to gun violence.
I think about Katherine Gilmore
Richardson who had penned a letter to the
Administration to make sure that during
this upcoming budget session, that every
department has a plan around how they"re
addressing gun violence 1T we"re giving
them resources. | think about
Councilwoman Jamie Gauthier who said that
we need to be iIn a state of emergency,
declare i1t right now here in the City of
Philadelphia, which i1s, we all know, long
overdue.

But 1 think about my
constituents when 1"m out and about in

the streets, and 1 looked at the mother
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talking about how she lost her son, and
this was really a good kid, and i1t just
reinforces how critically important it is
that those that have lost loved ones to
gun violence, like those families deserve
justice.

Like we got this whole concept
inside our neighborhoods that when these
acts of violence happen, a lot of time
It"s quiet, but 1 just implore the
constituents that | represent, those who
are listening, that i1t they see
something, say something, right? Because
that mother, that father who are losing
their loved ones to gun violence, that"s
a hole 1n their hearts that"s never going
to be replaced.

So there"s a level of urgency
In addressing this i1ssue but, most
importantly, what we don"t always talk
about around this i1ssue 1s, justice needs
to be served to those family members who
have lost loved ones to gun violence.

So 1 look forward to continuing
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to work with my colleagues to figure out
how do we get to the bottom of this
iIssue. We"re definitely going in the
wrong direction. We"re in the middle of
a pandemic, and so we"re fighting two
different i1ssues at one time, but it kept
me up late last night, as it has been
plenty different nights, because at some
point In time, i1t"s like we represent the
people and we"re doing the best that we
can, but around this particular issue,
we"re not winning right now, and too many
young people are dying to senseless gun
violence.

So I implore the other leaders,
law enforcement agencies to aggressively
stay on top of this issue like we"re
doing In City Council, wrap our heads
around how we get to the bottom of 1t,
because we all know that when i1t gets hot
outside during this upcoming summer,
right, we see an uptick in gun violence.
So there®s no reason why that level of

urgency -- actually, it should have
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started last year, but we"re not really
preparing even more aggressively now
before this summer comes.

And so I°11 keep everybody
posted as | continue to work with my
colleagues around this issue, but we got
to get to the bottom of i1t, because 1f
not, nothing else matters at all. And if
anybody thinks I"m wrong about that, just
go ask your constituents how they"re
feeling right now about the state of
Philadelphia around this issue. And iIt"s
totally just unacceptable.

So 1 just wanted to put that on
the record, and 1711 continue to work
with my colleagues with some concrete
ways on how we address i1t, but as a
community as a whole, we got to all step
up and make sure that -- we call for
justice around a variety of different
Issues. Let"s start calling for justice
for these young people who are being
murdered here iIn the city streets of

Philadelphia.
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Thank you, Council President.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you, Councilman. Yes.
It"s time to take 1t to another level.
Thank you.

That appears to be all the
speeches on behalf of the minority and
majority. So that being the case, the
Chair recognizes -- anybody else?

The Chair recognizes Councilman
Jones for a motion to adjourn.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you,
Mr. President. 1 move that Council stand
adjourned until Thursday, March 18th,
2021 at 10:00 a.m.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

Thank you. It has been moved and
properly seconded that Council stand
adjourned until Thursday, March 18, 2021,
10:00 a.m.

All 1n favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: The
ayes have 1t. The motion carries.

Thank you all very much, and be
safe.

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:
Mr. President, 1 know our session has
officially ended, but Mr. President, 1
failed 1n my comments to note for the
record that as Councilmember Green was
going through all of the specific areas
that will be funded in the City of
Philadelphia via the Rescue Act, that our
Philadelphia City Council technical team,
when we find out what those dollars
actually mean for the City of
Philadelphia -- because | think that"s
the question a lot of residents are
asking. $1.9 trillion, but what does it
mean for our region, SEPTA, and the
School District.

To our GlSer, Greg Kinery --
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sorry to call him out, Mr. President, but
they"re going to be looking for a way to
design 1t so that they can put i1t on
Philadelphia City Council®s website and
all of Philadelphia will be able to
access 1t. So I apologize,

Mr. President, for failing to include
that 1n my remarks.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
That"s okay. Yeah. They"ve actually
been 1In consultation with the City"s
Budget Department and Finance Chair to
talk about the specifics and put the
level of specificity out there for people
in the public and for us, and we will
obviously start having our conversations
about adjusting our budget to reflect
this very, very significant resource
that"s coming our way.

Thank you, Councilwoman. Thank
you .

Thank you all. Be safe.

(Stated Meeting adjourned at
1:05 p.-m.)
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CERTIFICATE
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the
proceedings, evidence and objections are
contained fully and accurately in the
stenographic notes taken by me upon the
foregoing matter, and that this is a true

and correct transcript of same.

MICHELE L. MURPHY
RPR-Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this

transcript does not apply to any reproduction
of the same by any means, unless under the
direct control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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