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COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION AND
CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Room 400, City Hall
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Tuesday, May 24, 2016

1:20 p-m.

PRESENT :
COUNCILWOMAN CINDY BASS, CHAIR
COUNCILMAN KENYATTA JOHNSON
COUNCILMAN DAVID OH
COUNCILWOMAN CHERELLE L. PARKER
COUNCILWOMAN MARIA D. QUINONES-SANCHEZ
COUNCILMAN AL TAUBENBERGER

RESOLUTION 160388 - Resolution authorizing
Council®s Committee on Parks, Recreation and
Cultural Affairs to hold public hearings for
applicants seeking nomination to serve on the
Commission on Parks and Recreation, and
further authorizing the Committee to recommend
for Council®s consideration nominations to be
forwarded to the Mayor.
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COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Good
afternoon, everyone. This hearing is now
called to order. This i1s a public
hearing of the City Council Committee on
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs.
The purpose of this public hearing i1s to
hear testimony on Resolution No. 160388.

And 1 want to recognize the
presence of a quorum of Committee
members. The members in attendance are
Councilman Al Taubenberger, Councilman
Kenyatta Johnson, Councilwoman Maria
Quinones-Sanchez. And 1If no one has any
opening remarks, then we will start by
having the Clerk read the title of the
resolution.

THE CLERK: Resolution
authorizing Council®s Committee on Parks,
Recreation and Cultural Affairs to hold
public hearings for applicants seeking
nomination to serve on the Commission on
Parks and Recreation, and further
authorizing the Committee to recommend

for Council®™s consideration nominations
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5/24/16 - PARKS - RES. 160388
to be forwarded to the Mayor.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay. And
I want to thank everybody for being here.
It says bright and early this morning,
but that was from yesterday. So I want
to thank everybody for being here late
this afternoon and for your iInterest in
parks and recreation here in the City of
Philadelphia. It"s very important. It"s
important to our growth and also towards
our young people here i1n Philadelphia,
and 1"m really excited that so many
people have applied.

Keeping that in mind, we"re
going to try to keep things moving,
because we do have a lot of folks that
we"d like to hear from today. So 1 want
to first lay out some ground rules.

What we"re going to do i1s ask
you to come up in groups of three. As I
stated In the e-mail that you all should
have received, remarks should be limited
to three minutes or less. Council staff

will be collecting your written testimony
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and any letters of recommendation you may
have brought with you. So iIf you did not
submit your letters of recommendation
previously, feel free to let us know that
you have them with you today, and we"ll
be happy to send someone around to pick
them up, also any other pertinent
information that you may have.

We"l11 have the fTirst three
applicants, whose name I will call,
approach the witness table right here in
the front and be seated. And also to
keep things moving along, we"re going to
call the next three applicants after
them, which should be seated iIn the seats
right behind where the panel will sit,
and that way, we can keep things moving
right along.

Also prior to commencing with
your testimony, we ask that you state
your name for the record so that the
stenographer can hear what you have to
say. And remember that she i1s going to

be taking all of your testimony down.
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And with that, we"re going to
go ahead and get started. So the first
three names that we"re going to call are
Joseph Marino, Hannah Marks, and Michael
McCrea.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: And the
names after that are Richard Nalbandian,
Ray Nasser, and Matthew Perks.

And please state your name for
the record and begin your testimony.
We"I1l1 start with Joseph Marino.

MR. MARINO: Good afternoon.
My name i1s Joseph F. Marino. Madam
Chair, Councilwoman Bass, and all
honorable members of Council, i1t iIs a
privilege to come before you today and
support my nomination to the Commission
for Parks and Recreation. 1 have, as
stated 1n my application, the benefit of
being a lifelong Philadelphian and I am
fortunate enough to live in the home

which my great-grandparents, my
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grandparents, and my father once lived.
Being born the last of 27 cousins, sadly
I watched most of my relatives who formed
the greatest generation pass while 1 was
still very young. However, they left me
a lesson In leadership and giving back to
their communities, primarily through the
Catholic parishes of South Philadelphia.

I built on that example of
service and have spent the last decade as
founding Chair of the East Passyunk
Crossing Civic and the last nine months
as President of the Advisory Council for
the newly returned to the parks and rec
system East Passyunk Community Recreation
Center.

I have relished life iIn
Philadelphia, having attended both Temple
and Drexel Universities, never straying
too far from home, while In my spare time
traveling to see the world. This
exposure to new cultures, both abroad and
at home as Philadelphia continues to

welcome new immigrants from all over the
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globe, has increased my desire to serve
the greater community. It i1s with this
renewed sense of commitment that 1
address you today.

I thank you each for your
commitment to public service, and I
welcome your questions.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
very much. We"re going to hold the
questions until the end of the panel.

And next we"ll hear from Hannah
Marks.

MS. MARKS: Hi. Good
afternoon, Councilmen and Councilwomen.
My name i1s Hannah Marks, and it Is an
honor to be considered to serve on the
Commission on Parks and Recreation.

I currently operate a
charity-focused recreational sports
league for young professionals. [I"m an
active community leader and I have the
drive and passion to represent the
growing millennial population iIn

Philadelphia.
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As an engaged member of our
community, I currently serve on the
Marketing Committee of the Old City
District, as well as the Board of the
Young Friends of the City of Philadelphia
Mural Arts Program. With that said, up
until two years ago, | thought that the
only park in the City was Rittenhouse
Square. This dramatically changed two
years ago when 1 launched the
Philadelphia chapter of ZogSports, a
national network of philanthropically
minded sports leagues for young
professionals. With little to no
knowledge of the Parks and Recreation
Department and i1ts processes, | set out
to build a recreational organization from
scratch. | navigated the permit process,
knocked on a lot of doors, and got to
know our parks and recreation centers on
an extremely intimate level.

The first thing I noticed on my
path to park enlightenment were the

wonderful benefits that stem from a
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thriving recreation center. 1 witnessed
caring after-school programs for young
students, organized sports leagues for
teens, and even community hula hooping
classes for people like me. With that
said, each recreation center that I
visited told 1ts own story. Some stories
were uplifting and promising, but more
commonly the stories were deflated,
downtrodden, and disappointing.

After attending the rally to
rebuild a few weeks ago at Lloyd Hall, 1
learned that my experiences at these
underserved recreation centers are not
isolated incidents. The personal belief
that all of our neighborhoods should have
the opportunity to experience the
benefits of a safe, supportive, and
thriving recreation center urged me to
apply for the Commission.

As a Commissioner, my goal
would be to serve as an advocate for
these underserved recreation centers.

While this i1s certainly not an easy issue
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to tackle, this 1s a great opportunity to
engage our growing millennial demographic
in Philadelphia.

I know that 1 am certainly not
alone 1n my previous limited knowledge of
our parks and recreation centers, and 1
am confident that I can help bridge this
gap and serve as a liaison between the
young professional community of
Philadelphia and the Parks and Recreation
Department.

Our parks and recreation
centers are one of our city"s best
assets, and they have the potential to be
the center of community life in all of
our neighborhoods. My goal i1s to help
usher in this potential, serve as an
advocate for underserved centers, and
connect a new demographic to our city"s
parks and recreation centers. As an
active partner of our parks and
recreation system and a passionate voice
of the growing millennial demographic in

Philadelphia, i1t would be an honor to
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serve on the Commission on Parks and
Recreation.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
very much for your testimony.

And next we"ll hear from
Mr. McCrea. How are you?

MR. McCREA: Thank you. Good
afternoon. Thank you for the
opportunity. My qualifications for this
position on the Commission are many, and
my dedication to public service has been
a long and fulfilling part of my life so
far, and 1"m going to try to briefly just
outline some of 1It.

I have 29 years of experience
as a community leader at the Feltonville
Youth Access Center and also my North
Philadelphia neighborhood, raising funds
locally through several public-private
partnerships. Not too long ago we worked
In partnership with the Recreation
Department to procure over $200,000 from

Shire Pharmaceuticals and partnering with
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them with our Council representative,
Maria Quinones-Sanchez, made a total pool
of over $500,000, for a total renovation
of our playground outside, including play
equipment, safety matting, baseball,
basketball court, handball, new paving
and fencing, and planting over 18 new
trees. One of the many benefits was
being able to hire our own contractor,
avoid the bidding process and
substantially completing the job i1n about
90 working days. Also acting as the
voice of our community and working with
many partners, we worked towards the
betterment of our community and our
children.

I am also President of a
citywide non-profit organization,
Philadelphia Recreation Advisory, that
supports almost 150 community
organizations, each of whom represent
their own local park and playground and
recreation center iIn the same way |

represent mine. Among other things, our
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organization carries liability insurance
that allows all the fee-paid classes to
operate and advisories in every community
to operate with protections, and we
advocate for the delivery of these
vitally needed services In every
community across the City.

As a sidebar, I"m also part of
a farm co-op at Manatawna Farm iIn the
Northwest section of the City that we
started 1In 1998. Currently we are made
up of 12 families partnering and sharing
the property with Saul High School, and
we run a 4H club raising beef cattle,
sheep, and pigs. There®s a community
garden run by Schuylkill Center, and we
help to tend almost 70 acres of hayfields
that we use to feed the livestock, both
at the high school and on our farm
itself.

Additionally, through my job I
have acquired 30-plus years of experience
in environmental protection and site

assessment, open space and land
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management iIn both commercial and
residential developments. 1 currently
work as a construction manager for the
Water Department and have been i1nvolved
in a number of greening and conservation
projects. So | believe that also only
enhances my qualifications to sit on the
Commission.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
very much.

And one of the things 1 said
yesterday 1°"m going to repeat today.
This 1s going to be really, really hard.
I jJust want to let you all know. We have
just such a wonderful group of quality
candidates that have come forward. So I
say that to you all and 1 say that to
everyone who 1s here. |If 1t were up to
me, we"d accept everybody, but 1t"s not
going to exactly work out that way. But
we really want to find ways to keep
people engaged, whether it"s through the

Commission or some other form. We
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haven®t figured that out yet. But,
again, | really thank you for being here
and for your testimony and your stories
today. Thank you so much.

And next we"ll have the next
panel come forward, which i1s Richard
Nalbandian, Ray Nasser, and Matthew
Perks. And after them, why don"t we call
forward Ms. Roberta Lynn Pierce,

Mr. Wesley Proctor, and John Rajca,
R-A-J-C-A.

And why don"t we start with
Richard.

MR. NALBANDIAN: Well, I have
the requisite 20 copies. | tried to
reduce 1t to one page and --

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Did you
give out your copies yet?

MR. NALBANDIAN: 1"m sorry?

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Did someone
collect your copies?

(Paperwork handed up.)

MR. NALBANDIAN: 1 have degrees

in geology and geophysics from MIT, a
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Master®s iIn Regional Planning from the
University of Pennsylvania, and | have 40
years of experience in environmental
planning, the teaching of i1t and the
execution of 1t. | have helped to design
new towns and open space systems all over
North America, and I have lived and
worked all over America and i1n Europe and
in Africa. | have consulted on
metropolitan planning issues to the World
Bank 1n India and Sri Lanka, but my
personal life, the majority of it, has
been spent in the City of Philadelphia by
choice. I have run, hiked, biked, and
strolled all over the City of
Philadelphia and its park system, and |
still continue to use it today.

I think my scientific
background and my planning background
would be useful in carrying forward the
action plan that was produced by the City
that they commissioned in 2014 called The
New Fairmount Park. 1t"s an excellent

beginning, and 1 think that someone with
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my knowledge and experience should be on
the Commission to help move that plan
forward.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
very much for your information, for your
testimony.

Next we"ll hear from Mr. Ray
Nasser.

MR. NASSER: Good afternoon,
Honorable Councilwoman Bass and all
members of this Committee. My name 1is
Raed Nasser, also known by Ray. 1 want
to thank you for giving me the
opportunity to speak to you this
afternoon. 1 promise I will be short and
sweet. Let me give you a little
information about my background. 1 am
from Venezuela, but a longtime resident
of Philadelphia now. | speak other two
languages, Spanish and Arabic.

I"m a Temple made. I™"m happy
to tell you I have achieved i1in living the

American dream. |1 have lived here for
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over 20 years. The City has given me so
much, and 1 will always be grateful.
This 1s why I am seeking the opportunity
to be a member of the Commission of Parks
and Recreation, to continue volunteering
my time to the betterment of this great
city, of course, either by advocating for
a better quality of life In our community
or by planting trees i1n churches, along
the roads, and neighborhoods around our
city or recruiting individuals to play
sports In our parks or to raise money to
help our rec centers to provide services
to our community needs, such as
after-school programs, summer camps, and
several workshop for all ages, like intro
to dance, sewing, tennis classes or
poetry classes.

I am no stranger to Parks and
Recs. | am featured in their 2014
promotional video, Find Your Path. |1
have been working with the Department
since 2009 when our community regained

control of the lot where our new
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world-class Hawthorne Park is now. 1t is
located at 12th and Catharine. 1It"s a
great park. We have a full agenda for
this summer. 1 will be happy to add you
in our newsletter or check out our Face
page, Friends of Hawthorne Park. We"re
currently working on getting our website.

Of course, 1 have been enjoying
the park and recs for decades through
playing soccer, rugby, softball,
volleyball, and other sports. This has
energized my advocacy for open space in
this city. Parks are sacred places in
Philadelphia and you discover that. A
place to find one®"s self and to engage
with others. As community organizer,
coach, athlete, spiritual person, I want
to make parks accessible to all, to keep
parks and recs special, not too exclusive
or its benefit hidden In the secret, but
to Increase and to guarantee access for
all, all who lives near -- live here and
visit.

As organizer of iInternational
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soccer events and play several sports in
many cities around the world, 1 know how
important it 1s to have a world-class
park. 1 really hope I get appointed to
this position to continue spreading my
services to this great city.

Thank you for your time.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
very much.

And before we hear from
Mr. Perks, 1 do want to acknowledge the
presence of Councilman David Oh.

Mr. Perks.

MR. PERKS: Thank you. Good
afternoon, Madam Chair and members of the
Committee. My name i1s Matthew Perks, and
I would like to thank you for all taking
the time to listen to the many candidates
who have applied for consideration as
members of the Commission on Parks and
Recreation.

I have lived In Philadelphia
for nearly 30 years, and over those

years, | probably spent thousands of
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hours biking, skating, touring park
houses or just sitting by the river under
the trees. 1 am grateful to be
considered for an opportunity to give
something back in return for the pleasure
that the parks have given to me and
members of my family.

Virtually all my professional
life has been devoted to public service.
I was appointed to the DA"s Office by
then-District Attorney Edward G. Rendell
and I worked there under four District
Attorneys until my retirement last year.
In addition to seeing from the i1nside how
a City agency works, a prosecutor learns
very quickly what 1t"s like to talk to
victims of crime, people of all
backgrounds and from all the
neighborhoods of the City. Those people
have been put In a situation not of their
choosing when they deal with our office.
We listen very carefully to what they
have to tell us, and we explain what they

can expect from government, specifically
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the criminal justice system, which does
not operate as smoothly or as reliable as
maybe i1t should in a perfect world.

This process is very similar to
the communication with the public that I
experience as a current member of the
Commission on Parks and Recreation. |
also attended many public meetings as the
former President of my condominium
association on Rittenhouse Square, as a
member of the Board of the Friends of
Rittenhouse Square, and as a member of
the Board of Governors of the
Philadelphia Bar Association.

I was also appointed to the Art
Commission as the representative of the
Commission on Parks and Recreation, which
Is a considerable amount of time and
responsibility.

Parks, pools, recreation
centers, and organized activities for
young people are absolutely essential to
the prevention of crime and juvenile

delinquency. Arresting, prosecuting, and
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Incarcerating criminals are necessary
tasks of local government, but they are
the least effective and most expensive
way to deal with the crime problem.
Moreover, they"re reactive. Once someone
iIs victimized, all the criminal justice
in the world will not give them back
their health, their property or their
freedom from living in fear.

A much better way i1s to give
young people convenient places to go and
spend their time in positive ways,
learning positive values from positive
role models. But we can"t just stop
there. We have to make sure that we
provide a safe and attractive
environment. What we don"t want is for a
playground or a rec center to be another
place where crime can occur.

Philadelphia i1s extremely
fortunate to come Into the 21st century
with a world-class system of parks and
recreation facilities, not all of which

are in world-class condition. We may not
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always have pay phones, corner video
stores or even bookstores, but we will
always have parks and we will always need
them for the role they play in the future
of a healthy city.

The two most important
considerations for the future of the City
are solid economic development to keep
people employed and create new jobs and
effective public safety policies to
protect those people from crime.

We can®"t expect people to stay
here, much less move here, unless we can
provide them with a generous amount of
clean, safe, well-funded,
well-maintained, and green public space.
When we do, the resources that we work
hard to find and expend on those public
spaces will come back to us many times
over In Increased tax revenue.

Thank you for the opportunity
to testify today and for considering my
application.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
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so much. Always a pleasure to hear from
you.

MR. PERKS: Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
all for your testimony. We look forward
to debating and deliberating and finding
out how we can use your services. Thank
you so much.

And next we"re going to hear
from Roberta Lynn Pierce, Wesley Proctor,
and John Rajca.

MR. RAJCA: Close enough.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Close
enough. But before we do that, 1 do want
to acknowledge also we"ve been joined by
Councilwoman Cherelle Parker. 1 think 1
may have neglected to do that previously.
My apologies.

But also after that, why don"t
we have come forward Brenda Reavis, Frank
Robinson, and Kyle Sampson.

Why don®"t we begin with
Ms. Pierce.

MS. PIERCE: Hi. Good

Page 25

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Affairs

May 24, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

5/24/16 - PARKS - RES. 160388
afternoon.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Good
afternoon.

MS. PIERCE: My name is Roberta
Pierce. My husband and 1 originally came
to Philadelphia for vacation and
instantly fell 1n love with the City.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: I1"m sorry.
Can you speak further into the mic. |1
can"t hear you.

MS. PIERCE: Sorry. My husband
and 1 originally came to Philadelphia for
vacation and we instantly fell in love
with the City. Philadelphia has this big
city feel, but it"s very small and
manageable. We"ve been a part of the
Philadelphia community for going on nine
years. We have lived in North Philly,
West Philly, and we currently reside iIn
Queen Village. | believe 1t"s the people
that make the community of the City.

I want to serve on the
Commission because as a mother and a

resident, 1 feel i1t"s 1mportant to uphold
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and support standards for our parks and
recreational areas. My children partake
In various activities on a daily basis at
neighboring parks. Our favorite park is
Starr Garden. Taking advantage of
everything that Philadelphia has to offer
enriches life. Philadelphia 1s an
ever-changing and evolving city, and 1
believe 1 can be a supplemental part of
this change.

I do have a background of over
12 years i1n the hospitality industry and
I love working with people. From my
experience in working in hotels, |
understand the importance of promoting
and supporting our great city.

Thank you for the opportunity.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
so much for your testimony.

And next we will hear from
Wesley Proctor.

DR. PROCTOR: Good afternoon,
Madam Chair and Council.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Good
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afternoon.

DR. PROCTOR: Good afternoon.
It"s an honor to present my written
testimony and to be a nominee.

My three siblings and I grew up
in a single-parent home in West
Philadelphia on Alden Street. We were
quite poor, but we were rich in love and
knowing right from wrong. My mother
always taught me the value of family and
community. As a family, | was always
taught to say "l love you." We would
never end a conversation with each other
without saying "1 love you," and
understanding and knowing the fact that
our community was an integral part of my
growth and development - the next-door
neighbor, the pastor, the school teacher,
and the community leader. You know what
I mean. |If you were raised in Philly,
then you understand exactly what 1™m
talking about.

With all of these positive

forces In my life, there was an
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experience that changed my life forever.
On September 25th, 1988, my oldest
brother, James William Proctor, was
murdered iIn Malcolm X Park located on
52nd and Larchwood Avenue at the age of
19 and his body was placed in the
dumpster directly across the street from
the park. His murder was very tragic
and, believe me, 1t has changed my life
forever.

After this unfortunate
experience, | made a vow, a personal vow,
that 1 wanted to make a difference in my
community. Currently, I serve as the
Youth Pastor and Executive Administrator
of Victory Christian Center, which is a
large church with close to 2,000 members
planted in Southwest Philadelphia. For
several years, | have been integral iIn
establishing and conducting both
evangelism crusades 1In Malcolm X Park and
Annual Community Days at Cedar Park.
Giving away school supplies, food, and

clothing are just a few of the positive
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ways | have been able to keep my vow.

By serving on the Commission, |
will be able to increase my commitment by
positively effecting change and to
continue to serve my community. As an
educator, administrator, spiritual
leader, and businessman, | believe I
should be nominated because I will bring
a variety of skill sets to the Commission
and 1 will be very grateful to serve iIn
any capacity needed.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
very much for your very, very compelling
story. And on a different note, 1 have
to tell you, you win the prize for the
best presentation. We all voted up here.
You win the prize.

Everybody run out, you still
have time to run out and get a little —-
no. I"m just kidding. But thank you so
much for your story.

DR. PROCTOR: Thank you, Madam
Chair.
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COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Next we
will hear from -- 1711 say John.

MR. RAJCA: Thank you,
everyone, for letting me speak. Not that
anything ever stops me. Anyway, big
reason 1"m here, 1"ve been a volunteer in
the park, Campbell Square Park in Port
Richmond, for the last 11 years, and
sometimes you just have to speak up.

I would really like to keep
things flowing in the parks as far as
cash flow to get things done. Right now
we"re waiting to get a new park house
building just so we have restrooms. It"s
costing us a small fortune to rent porter
potties every time we have an event. We
try to keep things up In the community
that way, having something to do, and we
feel the more things we have to fill up
the hours 1n the park, the less problems
we"ll have as far as vandalism, which is
really rampant at this point. We"re
having a lot of problems. We have two

veterans memorials in our park and
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they"re constantly being vandalized. We
just had the Wounded Warrior Project come
in and plant flowers. Someone actually
stole the flowers. They"ve taken our
flags, broken them in half and thrown
them 1n the ground, and i1t"s -- 1 don"t
know. It"s very distressing now because
the holiday is coming up, Memorial Day.
We"re having different people come 1in,
Vietnam War veterans to come iIn. They"re
volunteering to replant, and we"re hoping
that will help.

The big thing now, like I said,
we"re just trying to keep the park up. 1
figured maybe 1f 1 was closer iIn the
loop, I can get more things done quicker
and get them done. Like the big thing
now, I just -- I want to enjoy my
retirement. 1 spent over 26 years with
the City. 1 thought 1 was going to
retire the last 11 years. 1"m still
working for the City, but as a volunteer.
And that would be my addition to the

Commission. 1 have some experience with
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the City, and I"m really concerned with

my park, other parks also. We help at

other memorials. We help at different

parks that are close by. Like 1f someone

gets vandalized, we try to help them, and

we"re hoping that will be one big

network, and I"m hoping this will help.

That"s about 1t. Thank you
very much for listening to me ramble on
here.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: That"s
okay. We thank you for being out there,
for doing those flower plantings. 1 know
that"s a common thing that 1°ve heard
over and over again, that people plant
and unfortunately other people sometimes
pull up what was planted, and i1t becomes
frustrating. But we appreciate your
dedication and the fact that you don"t
give up. So thank you so much.

MR. RAJCA: Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
to all of you for all of your

commitments, for being here today. Thank
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you.

And next we"ll hear from Brenda
Reavis, Frank Robinson, and Kyle Sampson.

Hi. How are you?

MS. REAVIS: I'm well. How are
you?

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: 1™m very
well. Thank you for being here. Brenda,
iIT you want to state your name for the
record and begin your testimony.

MS. REAVIS: My name i1s Brenda
Reavis, and 1*d like to say greetings to
Madam Chair and the Council panel.

First of all, 1°ve been a
committee person, a community leader in
the 60th Ward for more than 35 years;
committee person, now chair; block
captain with West Philadelphia Block
Captain Association; Philadelphia More
Beautiful. 1°ve been a certified Cub
Scout leader for 16 years, a citizen —- |
served on the Citizens Advisory Committee
for Pennsylvania Department of

Transportation.
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My iInterest iIs to serve iIn the
well-being of my community. We are all
city —- Philadelphia is a city of
neighborhoods. Sorry. What do the
neighborhoods share? An amazing park.
Fairmount Park®"s landscape extends over
9,000 acres consisting of over 63 parks.

Fairmount Park has always been
a summer retreat for the affluent who
built their mansions there In the 1740s
to the present where it provides a
gathering place for families, social
groups, and individuals.

With understanding that
Philadelphia needs to compete with other
cities for convention and tourism
revenue, | believe that now Is the time
to expand out to those communities that
have been overlooked.

Making spectacular upgrades to
the undernourished neighborhood parks and
then including them In on major events
like the Broad Street Run or the Manayunk

Bike Race and privately promoted events
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like Midnight Run, Black Girls Jump, and
an eight-week pop-up park would breathe
new life Into the community. Tourists
want to travel into the neighborhoods.
They just need a reason to come.

Inclusion of revitalized
neighborhood parks to establish events
can promote social and diverse
interaction, give energy to an
economically stressed community.

I did some research. So the
National Recreation and Park Association
writes, Parks and recreation has three
values that make them essential services
to community:

Economic values, which improves
the local tax base and increase property
value. Businesses cite parks and
recreations as a deciding factor to
relocate.

The second i1s health and
environmental benefits. Parks are places
that people go to get healthy and stay

fit. Parks and recreation programs and
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services contributes to the health of
children, youth, seniors. Parks and
recreation programs and services
contributes and provides places for
health and well-being that are accessible
by persons of all ages and abilities,
especially to those with disabilities.
According to studies by the Center for
Disease Control and Prevention, creating,
improving, and promoting places to be
physically active can improve individual
and community health and result in a 25
percent increase of residents who
exercise at least three times a week. A
study by Penn State University showed
significant correlations to reduction in
stress, lower blood pressure, and
perceived physical health to the length
of stay In visits -- and perceives
physical health to the length of stay and
visits to parks.

I*m not going to bore you too
long.

In a 2007 survey of Fairfax
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County, Virginia, residents iIn eight of
ten households rated a quality park
system either very important or extremely
important to their quality of life.

The third bullet i1s social
importance. Parks are tangible
reflections of the quality of life iIn a
community. Access to parks and
recreation opportunities have been
strongly linked to reductions in crime
and to reduced juvenile delinguency.

Research by the Project on
Human Development in Chicago
neighborhoods indicates that community
involvement in the neighborhood parks is
associated with lower levels of crime and
vandalism.

An ongoing study by the Trust
of Public Lands show that over the past
decade, voter approval rates for bond
measures to acquire parks and conserve
open spaces exceeds 75 percent. Clearly,
the majority of the public views parks as

an essential priority for government
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spending. 1 too voted to do that. So
It"s true.

So I would like to thank you
for letting me be here. 1 feel that
parks are essential to neighborhoods. It
gets -- again, not to be redundant, but
i1t"s always been a gathering place. And
1T we could make the neighborhood parks
more inclusive of all the parks around,
we" 1l be Philadelphia. Philadelphia is
sections, but we"re one. We came
together and made ourself one. We
started off as small entities, but we are
now one. So let"s get all our parks
together. Let"s make all events
inclusive, and 1°11 help 1n any way 1 can
possibly, and 1t the Board chooses to
have me on 1t, the Commission, | would do
anything In any capacity to make i1t work.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
so much. Thank you for your testimony
today.

(Applause.)
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COUNCILWOMAN BASS: And that's
her son clapping.

Frank Robinson.

MR. ROBINSON: Yes. Madam
Chair, to the Committee, thank you. Good
afternoon. Thank you for hearing my
brief testimony.

Let me start with how much I
love the City of Philadelphia. This is
how much I love 1t. My mother recently
asked me 1T I1"m coming home. [1"ve been
gone for 25 years. And I said to her,
I*m sorry, mom, my heart belongs to
Philadelphia.

My love for the City has led me
to serve iIn various capacities. 1 served
as a non-profit executive, as a
volunteer, an out-of-school-time
provider, a minister, and a business
owner. During my years in Philadelphia,
I have had the wonderful opportunity to
utilize both personally and
professionally our parks and recreation

centers. | have witnessed people
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exercising to enjoy better health. |1
witnessed people walking 1In the park
thinking and trying to find solitude
during difficult circumstances. |1
witnessed our children finding a break in
the summer heat 1In our city"s pools,
groups enjoying business events or family
reunions, entertainment In our park
venues, Intergenerational activities at
our recreational centers, amongst so many
others things. All this to make the
point that the Department of Parks and
Recreation plays a vital role in
educational, social, emotional, and
economic structures iIn our city and our
region.

Having this understanding makes
me a strong candidate for Commissioner of
Parks and Recreation. 1 do understand
the eco-balance that must be achieved
between conservation of national
resources and the growth through economic
development activities that"s needed to

bring stability to the park. My focus

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Affairs
May 24, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

Page 42
5/24/16 - PARKS - RES. 160388
has been economic development. 1 will be
a strong asset in the area of marketing
and public relations, business and
finance, neighborhood revitalizations for
program and youth, construction
management and administration.

In this day of skepticism and
cynicism, many shy away from serving in
public capacity. 1 often did myself.

But I am appreciative of those like
yourselves and those nominees that are
here that serve day in and day out, and I
remind you of the words of the late
Barbara Jordan of Texas who said, Let
every person do his or her part. |If one
citizen isn"t willing to participate, all
of us are going to suffer.

I plan not to let anyone suffer
anymore. |1 want to do my part. 1 look
forward to doing my part as a
Commissioner in helping people who are
walking through the park develop their
next business i1deas, make sure that we

have a great system that youth are
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diverted from negative influence and
given the opportunity to develop into
healthy young adults, and to help make
memories, whether i1t"s a wedding In one
of our picturesque parks or events of a
lifetime. Be assured that I will work
hard, I will do my best to assure that
our park system continues to be the best
In the nation.

Thank you for your time and all
you do, and hopefully with your blessings
I will be a part of this city"s success.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Frank. Thank you for your testimony
today and for bringing that information
forward.

Next we will hear from
Mr. Sampson.

MR. SAMPSON: Thank you for the
opportunity to be heard today. |IT
selected to serve on the Commission on
Parks and Recreation, | would focus

primarily on parks as partnerships for
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youth development.

Urban parks have long played a
role in community-based programs for
young people. Traditionally we"ve
offered the thought of our parks as a
venue for play, but to realize that the
full potential of community resources for
youth development, parks can play beyond
just recreation. At their best, we can
offer a wide variety of highly qualified
opportunities for children to build
skills and strategies that need to be
developed to reward their lives.
Empowering youth initiatives are a vital
role in making a difference.

Additionally, 1 would like to
focus on developing a park partnership
program initiative. During this period
of time of financial and fiscal
restraint, parks and the Department of
Recreation must play a vital role in the
ability to leverage a number of funding
resources perhaps not previously

considered under traditional efforts.
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I apologize. 1 printed this
out with not thinking about the font that
I had to read it iIn.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: That"s
okay.

MR. SAMPSON: Thank you very
kindly.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
so much for your testimony.

Thank you all for being here
today. We really appreciate you bringing
forward your commitments to the City of
Philadelphia and to all that we"re trying
to do here. And 1 have to say, |
especially like, Frank, when you said
that your heart belonged to Philadelphia.

So thank you so much, everyone,
for being here today.

Next we"re going to call
forward the next three, which would be
Noreen Shanfelter, Kris Soffa, and Edward
Tettemer. And after that, we"ll hear
from A.J. Thomson, Bernard Wendell, Jr.,

and Janice Woodcock.
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Why don®"t we begin with
Ms. Shanfelter first. |If you want to
state your name for the record and begin
your testimony.

MS. SHANFELTER: Good
afternoon, Councilpeople, and thank you
very much for having me here this
afternoon. My name is Noreen Shanfelter
and 1°d like to tell you why I would love
to be on the Commission and why I think I
should be on it.

I"m a city girl. | grew up iIn
West Philadelphia. 1°ve lived there for
40 years, and I"ve really seen a lot of
changes i1n the neighborhood that 1 live
in. When I was born there in the early
years, i1t was West Philadelphia and now
the real estate developer, they“"re
calling 1t University City. So --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You know
that"s right. It was West Philly at
first, right?

MS. SHANFELTER: Yes, it was
West Philly.
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I wanted to let you know also

that 1 have 30 years experience iIn the
areas that seem fitting. | have
experience iIn fundraising, in marketing
and communications. 1 have worked for a
national organization located here iIn
Philadelphia, and 1"ve also run an
organization. Most recently 1 was the
head of the University City Arts League,
and that"s at 43rd and Spruce Street in
Philadelphia. It"s a community arts and
education center. While there, we
expanded our after-school program to 225
children per week. We had them In our
facility at 42nd and Chester. We have 20
different activities for them changing
daily. Because we were bursting at the
seams, we wanted to reach -- and because
we wanted to reach more children, we
fanned out into the neighborhood and
started programs in schools. We"re now
at the Comegys School at 51st and
Greenway. It"s 99 percent

underprivileged. That"s not the word
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that I want to use, but poverty level,
poverty level children. We"re also at
the Lea School. We"re at the Samuel
Powel School in Powelton Village. We"ve
had programs at the Free Library at 40th
and Walnut and also at -- we"ve served
kids at Lutheran Settlement. They have a
homeless shelter there at 43rd and
Chestnut.

I don"t want to talk about --
oh, and I do want to say that I"m very
proud that when 1 retired last May from
the Arts League, that | received a
citation from City Council, and 1 thank
you very much for that.

But a lot of this i1s In my
resume. 1 wanted to talk today about why
I personally feel a sense of gratitude to
the parks and recreation center.

My dad died when I was 5 years
old. My mother was a single working mom,
and we were poor. Having something to do
Iin the summer that was safe was very

important to her, safe and affordable,
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was very important to her, and she found,
we found the Kingsessing Recreation
Center up at 51st and Chester Avenue, and
I learned to swim there. 1"m not an
Olympian, but 1 do love the water. |
went there for about three years.
Friends and 1 walked ten blocks up to the
rec center, and I really will be forever
grateful for that opportunity.

Well, then came my own
children. 1 have three of them, and they
were able to benefit from parks and
recreation. My oldest girl, who actually
IS here today cheering me on, was in the
City"s rowing program, and after that, at
Central High School she started the first
rowing team at Central High School.

My children played sports at
Fairmount Sports Association, and now the
same daughter coaches softball and soccer
at Science Leadership Academy, where she
IS a guidance counselor.

My son and my daughter, my

older two kids, went to summer camp,
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tennis camp at the two outdoor courts at
47th and Spruce Street, and my son showed
promise and was really nurtured through
that program, and he became a nationally
ranked tennis player.

You probably know that tennis
IS a very expensive sport, and It was
through the training that he got for free
and the nurturing that he received that
i1t helped my family and families like us
build that gap between City kids and I
guess 1 would call the country club set
without being derisive.

So after that occurred, my son
then gave back and taught tennis lessons
at Kingsessing and also at Cobbs Creek.

I don"t know how any of you have seen
some of these tennis courts, but there
are no nets out at Cobbs Creek. The
metal grates are unsafe because the Kkids
can get hurt. So what the coaches did
Is, they had to bring nets every day to
the classes.

Back to me a little bit. In
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addition to the Arts League, | was a
reporter for the Associated Press. |
worked as an aide in Wilson Goode"s,
Mayor Goode"s office. | worked for PIDC.
I was Vice President of Communications
there, and working on projects including
Avenue of the Arts and the Navy Yard. |
was at the national office of Big
Brothers, Big Sisters, and while I was
there, 1 had the opportunity to work
again with Mayor Goode on the fifth
anniversary of the Amachi, mentoring
children of prisoners.

My resume speaks for itself.
I*m not going to outline all the things
on it, but I would just conclude with
saying that 1 think that 1 would be an
asset to the Committee. 1 have the
intelligence, the experience, the will,
and the passion. And i1f you have any
questions, | know you haven®t been taking
questions today, but thank you very much
for this opportunity to speak. And I ask

you, as you will everyone, to consider my
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application.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Well, thank
you very much for your comments and for
all the information you provided for
today.

And next we will hear from Kris
Soffa. Kris, I notice that you brought
us a few notebooks. This iIs a
three-minute --

MS. SOFFA: 1"ve got a little
show and tell. Three minutes. Well, I™m
not going to review all of these things.
I just brought to show.

So good afternoon and thank
you, Councilwoman Bass, and thank you for
the opportunity to speak today to the
Parks and Rec Committee. My name is Kris
Soffa, and my parents raised us to serve
and to give back. My dad was a civil
rights activist and my mother started one
of the first Head Start programs in
Pennsylvania.

I moved to Philadelphia 1n 1975
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to teach at Philadelphia Center for the
Blind, and 1"ve lived here ever since.
My husband and I raised three children
here. They learned everything they
needed to know about public speaking iIn
the rec centers, as well as a lot of team
sports. And fortunately 1 was on the
stage with them and that did not rub off
on me, but 1"m here anyway on the mic.

But when I was teaching, it
wasn"t easy to be a bike commuter back in
those days, because there were no bike
lanes and the drivers didn"t really have
any bike awareness. So | joined the
Philadelphia Bike Coalition, and we went
on a spectacular nighttime ride right up
over the Ben Franklin Bridge at night and
all around Center City, and that was part
of the Bike Coalition®s effort to open
bike lanes on the bridge. So I was very
proud of them. That was a long time ago,
and 1"ve supported them since then and
they"ve supported me in a lot of the

projects that I1"ve worked on.
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And our community is working on
a way to get a connector trail. If you
can imagine the Northwest part of the
City, there"s the Schuylkill River, then
you go over the hump up through the 21st
Ward onto the Wissahickon Creek. So
there"s a way to get a bike connector
trail there, and that®"s something we"ve
been working on.

And 1"m a hiker, a biker, a
kayaker, a museum goer, and 1 was
raised -- my parents had to pull over at
every little brown historic marker on
every highway all the way up and down the
East Coast. So | got a deep appreciation
for Philadelphia, what 1t means and its
history.

But when I was biking to school
back 1n those days, a couple months after
this bike ride, I was hit by a car iIn the
face and 1 got a fractured skull and 1
was In a coma for several days. And when
I woke up, 1t was a very terrifying

experience to watch all the monitors and
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all the beeping, but then | realized that
I had almost been killed, and 1 was 24
years old. And it was a very
transformational experience, because as |
realized that I wasn"t going to die, 1
became, you know -- 1 had this really
overwhelming feeling of gratitude, and I
made a vow and a promise and I said, |
will make my life mean something and I am
going to commit to serve, and that is
what 1"ve been trying to do ever since.

So I have accomplished quite a
bit. Here®s some of my books. For
example, with the help of many smart and
earnest people, many of them who are in
the room today, 1"ve actually preserved
over 500 acres of land and historic and
cultural features and protected the
Philadelphia drinking water, because if
you look on the back of the documents
that 1 gave you, there"s a little map to
show the area, and these 500 acres
recharge the water table right above

where Philadelphia Water Department takes
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the water out at the Queen Lane Pumping
Station. So there®s an algorithm to
figure out how much carbon sequestration
for each acre 1s worth in terms of money.
And this 1s actually a big oxygen factory
for the City, along with all the wildlife
and a fully enrolled athletic program.

So I"m not going to go over my

resume, which you have before you, but I
just want to do some highlights by the
numbers of what 1"ve accomplished, and
these are the documents that 1 built with
maps. And iIn the olden days before cell
phones and Internet, I did it by going
door to door in my community and getting
letters from the people on the rabid
stationery and doing petitions and press,
et cetera. So on the back, you®"ll see
when -- 1"m very proud the New York Times
covered one of our battles. The first
one, the 24 acre Barker Farm was
threatened with -- you know the big
antenna farm that you see from the

Schuylkill? The biggest tower with the
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pitch fork on the top was going to be
right next to the 400-acre Schuylkill
Center. So | organized the neighbors,
and we stopped that over the course of
several years, going to many, many
hearings in the zoning hearings, and
these are the kind of books that I would
build to present evidence. And the New
York Times said 1t was the fTiercest tower
battle 1In the country.

I*m not going to go over this
whole list. You can see -- when we won
that, we were so excited that 1 raised
money and we got the whole area
designated as the Upper Roxborough
Federal Historic District, which 1s 700
acres, and there"s lots of interesting
features there, like the Shawmont Train
Station, which you may know is the oldest
continuously operating train station in
the country, and we"re trying to figure
out how to preserve that and working with
SEPTA.

The Schuylkill Center was going

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Affairs
May 24, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

Page 58
5/24/16 - PARKS - RES. 160388
to build towers and do lots of other
things in development In their now
conserved 330 acres.

Manatawna Farm -- thank you,
Councilwoman Bass and Councilman Curtis
Jones, Jr. -- was also preserved for the
big W.B. Saul Agriculture School. And
the bobolinks are back, the migratory
birds. And we present a scholarship
every year to one of the students for
sustainability. In the center of this i1s
the Al Pearlman Athletic Complex, and
this i1s an eight-field athletic complex
in the 21st Ward Little League, and 1™m
very proud of the work they do there and
hundreds of kids are there. And if
you"ve heard of the toad detour -- has
anybody heard of that, where the toads
cross the road? That"s at that
intersection too.

So this 1s National Bike to
Work Month, and 1 hope you"re all riding
your bikes, but what you"ll notice 1T you

look at the rivers iIn our city iIs that

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Affairs
May 24, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

Page 59
5/24/16 - PARKS - RES. 160388

they“"re way cleaner now, and we have bald
eagles. And you don"t have to be a bird
person to appreciate what that means.
Magnificent blue herons with an
eight-foot wingspan. And did you hear
there was a black bear recently iIn the
Wissahickon Gorge? 1 have a lot of
talents, and one of them they say i1s that
I"m a bear whisper. So 1t he comes back,
maybe 1 can be called upon to be helpful.

But basically what I prescribe
to is the Lenni Lenape philosophy, which
iIs what I consider when 1°"m making any
decision about the future. What will be
the consequences of our actions seven
generations from now? And 1 love the
City, and I would love the chance to
bring my energetic, hands-on approach and
perhaps a new hybrid vision to the Parks
and Recreation Commission, and let"s
engage In a dual mission to attract and
retain more millennials. The City is
Tfull of people at night, kids everywhere,

who went to school, came back, they“re
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living here. 1°d like to see them take
some stewardship, some responsibility and
settle down, buy some buildings and help
us.

We have to find new income
sources to fund the rec centers, and 1
can bring creative problem-solving and a
fresh work ethic to the table. So let's
advance the vision for social justice so
that every kid has a safe, green place to
play and learn. This i1s what we need.
This 1s our work, and this Is our time.
I"m here and I"m ready to go, and I™m
raising my hand. And I look forward to
the opportunity to serve on the
Commission 1T you can recommend me.

Thank you very much.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
very much, Kris, for your testimony.
Really appreciate it.

And next we will hear from
Mr. Edward Tettemer. Please state your
name for the record and begin your

testimony.
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MR. TETTEMER: Hi. I1"m Ed
Tettemer, and I thank you all for having
me here today and listen to what 1 might
have to say.

Over the past 15 years or so, |
have fallen deeply in love with the City,
and 1t 1s my absolute passion and
pleasure to get involved iIn this area of
interest however and wherever and
whenever 1 can.

As founding partner and former
CEO of the Red Tettemer Advertising
Agency, | was responsible for developing
with my clients at GPTMC, now Visit
Philly, Pennsylvania Tourism Office, and
the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources in Harrisburg a
strategic and creative direction for
tourism marketing for the City, region,
and throughout the Commonwealth.

My dad®s i1dea of a vacation
when 1 was a kid was to put us in the
Rambler station wagon and go visit every

one of the 67 courthouses iIn
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Pennsylvania. He was the Chief Deputy
Sheriff.

I have maintained productive
relationships with all those entities
since about 2001 when we started working
on those kind of projects. When 1 left
my company In 2007, 1 went and paid a
visit to Stephanie Naidoff in the
Commerce Department then, and I said,
Well, my mom said 1 should be of use and
I"m going to have a little more time to
be of use. How can I be of use here 1iIn
the City? She pointed me over to the
Free Library, where 1 begun kind of
plunging into things arts, culture, parks
and rec, and libraries from that moment
on.

I bring a unique and sometimes
weilrd marketing and communications
perspective to the work 1 do for these
organizations. | serve on the Mayor-®s
Council for Arts, Culture and Creative
Economy. 1°m on the Board of Leadership

Philadelphia, and 1 have served on the
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Boards of Directors for the Greater
Philadelphia Cultural Alliance and the
City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program,
with whom 1 maintain a pretty good
relationship as a trusted advisor.

In my role as an i1ndependent
brand strategist and marketing
consultant, 1 have been i1nvolved in the
development of the mission, vision, and
strategic planning for Mural Arts
Program, the Free Library of
Philadelphia, the African American Museum
in Philadelphia, and the successful
merging of brand cultures for the
Philadelphia Parks and Recreation
Department. 1 was one of the people
there developing the Find Your Path
brand, and that was probably one of the
more rewarding and intriguing projects
1"ve worked on.

So my interest iIn serving on
the Commission on Parks and Recreation
lies 1In the hope that crucial strategic

and programming decisions for our city"s
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parks, recreation, arts and culture
organizations, and libraries will be
based on their unique belief systems,
which include the mission and vision
statements, many which 1 helped to
develop.

Tell you the truth, I rarely
hike. I can"t i1dentify many plants. If
I see a bear, I will not whisper. |1
can"t coach basketball nor can 1 teach
piano, but I can write, 1 can facilitate
creative thinking and generate big ideas,
and 1 can help people and programming
drive towards envisioned and beneficial
impact.

I look forward to helping to
improve the quality of life for every
citizen of Philadelphia through a
thriving network of quality public spaces
founded and maintained on strong missions
and programmed for the common good, and 1
thank you for your time and
consideration.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Well, thank
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you so much for your testimony. And I
agree with you, 1"m not going to whisper
to a bear either.

Thank you so much to all of you
for your testimony, for your commentary.
And, again, this 1s going to be a very,
very difficult decision to make.

Everyone brings just so much talent to
the table. We really, really thank you
for being here and for offering
yourselves up.

Next we"re going to hear from
A.J. Thomson, Bernard F. Wendell, Jr.,
and Janice Woodcock. And after them, we
will hear from Mark Alexander, Phoebe
Coles, and Eric Edi, E-D-1.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS:

Mr. Thomson, if you could state your name
for the record and begin your testimony.

MR. THOMSON: My name is A.J.
Thomson, and I hope 1 didn*"t offend

anybody, because three people just got up
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from the panel.

I*m joking. 1"m joking. [I™m
joking.

I was going to submit written
testimony, but 1 did that last time, and
I*m going to sit here and go on for five
minutes or so --

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Three
minutes.

MR. THOMSON: Three minutes.
IT you®ve seen Shawshank Redemption, at
the end Morgan Freeman gives a speech
about what really goes on and what really
mattered, and 1"m going to do that about
the Recreation Department right now and
the Parks and Recreation Department. |
don®"t have any complaints about 1t, but I
do have what I would consider a
ground-level view of what needs to
happen. And I"m not here to talk about
kayaking or anything that"s great that
we"re really doing, we never did before,
the Parks and Rec Department. 1™m

talking about generations of kids who
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have been left behind because we have
failed to preserve our neighborhood
cultural, social, and athletic programs
In vast sections of the City. If 1 was
appointed to the Commission, that would
be my sole -- not my sole effort, but
what 1 would consider to be the most
important thing, because as a parent of
four daughters -- and we"re lucky 1In my
community of Fishtown, where 1"ve worked
for my entire life. We have a great
organization, but there"s a number of
really great, proud organizations that
used to be parts of neighborhoods
throughout the City that no longer exist,
and the City has allowed them to kind of
fall by the wayside, and 1 think that the
most iImportant thing we can do in each
community IS recognize something that my
dad and his organization -- he"s a
retired Police Athletic League officer --
in that if we invest -- when he was iIn
the commercials, it was 60 cents a day.

It might be $1.60 a day now. If we
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invest that in the kids by giving them
the opportunities, we won"t be spending
the time and the money that we do for
corrections and things like that. And 1
think the City is sometimes a little too,
I don"t know, systemic to want to hire a
kid a probation officer rather than a
coach.

We have great models of what
can happen here. We have a guy like
Steve Bandura, who 1 worked with when I
worked for the Rec Department, who"s
created a model program at Anderson. Why
don"t we have 20 Andersons? Why don"t we
spend money to find 20 Steve Banduras and
put them In organizations throughout the
City? We know i1t works, but we don"t
want to do that. 1 don"t know i1f we want
to do 1t or not, but 11l tell you one
thing, i1f you get me on the Commission,
that"s going to be my goal, to find 20
guys, to get the money to pay those 20
guys, to have them put -- It doesn"t have

to be a guy. 1t could be a girl too.
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I*m not trying to be --

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for the clarification.

MR. THOMSON: -- sexist about
that. But why don"t we find 20 of them,
why don®"t we find 50 and take the budget
from the State Road and put 1t In the Rec
Department and get companies to match 1it,
because 1 tell you one thing, 1If we find
50 Steve Banduras, the City will be much
better off, and we"ll get corporate money
flowing out of this thing like you
wouldn™t believe.

I*m not somebody who 1s going
to sit at a Commission meeting and just
be a person who is clapping. 1 want to
be somebody who says and does what needs
to happen. You can ask Mayor Nutter what
happened when he closed my library and
the ten other libraries where 650,000
visits were happening every year back in
2008. Calls 1t the worst mistake of his
tenure. We actually sued to keep them

open. | think a number of the
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Councilpeople remember that. But I™m
going to be that kind of guy, to lead the
Council, to actually go into these
neighborhoods and right the wrong,
because i1t 1Is a wrong.

When 1 was a kid, there was an
organization called Tabor Ranch, one of
the biggest organizations iIn the City.
Where i1s 1t? Does anybody even ask?

I"m not trying to say that
people that care about parks and things
like that, because I"m actually the
President of the Friends of Penn Treaty
Park and | worked to get a half million
dollar program that"s going to be
installed this year, and that"s something
that 1 do because | care about 1t. But
somebody needs to look at this issue,
because 1t"s a fundamental issue iIn this
city. |If we iInvest this money in these
kids the way i1t should be invested, the
return will be 100 fold from our budget
perspective, from our crime perspective,

and from just having great kids i1n this
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town.

So that"s why I"m here. That"s
why I want to be on the Commission.
That"s what needs to happen. 1 can tell
you right now the chance of this Mayor
appointing me to this Commission are
about as much as me jumping off of
William Penn®"s hat and landing on my
feet. But who knows if 1t"s going to
happen. It should, but i1t won"t because
of something maybe happened years ago.
But 1 deserve to be on this Commission.
I*ve worked my entire life to be on this
Commission, and 1f you put me on it,
despite what might happen, things will
change.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay.

Well, thank you very much. Good to hear
from you, and your testimony was very
passionate and so --

MR. THOMSON: That"s all that
matters, right?

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Absolutely.
Absolutely.
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So next we"ll hear from Bernard
Wendell, Jr.

MR. WENDELL: That would be me.
Good afternoon. How are you?

I was born 1n Philadelphia,
grew up in Olney, went to Cardinal
Dougherty High School. When 1 got out of
Cardinal Dougherty High School, 1 went
into the United States Navy. | was sent
to Greece for four years, spent four
years there. When 1 got out of the
service, | came back to Philadelphia,
went to Temple University, graduated
magnum cum laude. 1 was the outstanding
senior of my graduating class, and was
hired immediately to work in Abington
Township at a park, was promoted to the
Community Education Center there after
that. And then | left Philadelphia. |
went to New York for a while. |1 went for
a job. 1 worked for a school district.

I was In community services, which was
recreation. Adult education was a big

part of it and a lot of other community
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services, basically a recreation
department for a school district.

After about eight years or so,
I was hired by a pest control company in
Long Island, and I worked there for 26
years. | was the Recreation Director at
that pest control company, as well as the
Government Compliance Officer and about
ten other jobs. That"s the way that
worked. Then Superstorm Sandy hit about
three years ago, three and a half years
ago, and I was at ground zero. 1 was at
East Rockaway. Water was in my house
about six, seven feet. Short story iIs —-
I won"t put you through 1t -- I fixed the
house as best I could, sold 1t, and
retired at the time that 1 sold i1t and
moved back to Philadelphia.

I have the time. 1 have the
knowledge. 1°d like to give back to my
city of birth. My intentions are purely
to elevate parks and rec for all
Philadelphia people through the use of

common sense and unbiased opinion and my
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love for the City of Philadelphia. By
the way, 1 did get a Master®s degree
while 1 was 1n New York In recreation.

So that"s 1t. Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.
We"re really not asking questions, but --

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay.
Cheering section.

I do have a question. You said
you were the Recreation Manager for a
pest control.

MR. WENDELL: Well, they hired
me to be the Director of Education, but
it turned iInto about ten different jobs,
and when they knew that 1 came back from
a background in recreation, | was the guy
that set up the golf tournaments and the
trips to see the Islanders, which |
didn*t really care about, of course.

They were beating the Flyers at the time.
But 1 did all the fun things for them.
That was aside really when 1 got to them,

but 1 did a lot of things. And I think
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people that have degrees In recreation
learn to do a lot of different things.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: 1 see.

MR. WENDELL: And pest control
Jjust happened to be one 1n my life.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: I was just
very curious what a Recreation Director
for a pest control company does. Thank
you very much.

MR. WENDELL: You"re welcome.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: And Janice
Woodcock. State your name for the record
and begin your testimony.

MS. WOODCOCK: Charrwoman Bass,
thank you so much for being here today
and yesterday. My name is Janice
Woodcock, and 1 would like to thank the
Committee on Parks and Recreation and
Cultural Affairs for this opportunity to
testify.

I"m a registered architect and
urban planner, a city resident who came
here 1n the early "90s. I1"ve raised my

kids through the public school system. |
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have my own business, have been in the
government, and have had my own business
again. And I live in Center City, have
been 1In that area ever since | came to
Philadelphia.

Under former Mayor John Street,

I served as Executive Director of the
Planning Commission during a time when
the City began to plan i1ts waterfronts,
rewrite the Zoning Code, and do other
things related to neighborhoods,
including transform them. As chief
planner, | chaired the Zoning Code
Commission and the waterfront planning
effort, and 1 sought citizen input at all
times. |1 want to talk about that,
because i1t took many forms. 1t included
convening roundtable discussions, going
out to the public and presenting the
ideas so that people could react to them,
taking the ideas to them, soliciting
1deas from elected officials, and also
speaking with people one on one. So for

me, citizen participation takes a number
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of forms and is the central thing to what
It 1s that 1 do.

Knowing once again that the
City i1s embarking on an ambitious effort
and this time related to the parks and
recreation system, | would like to be of
service. | think I have the right
combination of training, experience, and
leadership to fit the challenge that you
all are facing.

Prior to my role as Planning
Director, | served as Project Director
for Fairmount Park®"s capital budget,
where we selected design teams,
contractors. We oversaw design and
construction contracts and bids. And
these experiences | think have given me a
great understanding and grounding in the
City"s capital and municipal budget
process and also the City"s procurement
policies and how the City manages its
real estate.

In addition to my government

experience, | have completed projects --
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that means drawn them up and gotten them
approved -- for the City"s recreation
centers, Fairmount Park®"s historic
houses, and other City projects, and as a
result, 1 do know what i1t takes to
restore historic places and 1 know
firsthand that many of our facilities,
whether or not they are historic, whether
they have that specific label, are in
desperate need of attention.

As an architect, | naturally
look carefully at a physical asset and
even 1T 1t"s In dire condition, | see
nothing but potential. While I"m an
optimist, I sometimes see that government
can too easily forget the value of the
property that it holds. The City, of
course, owns numerous parks and
recreation facilities, streets and
infrastructure, and 1f the City does not
own an asset, i1t has the ability to
regulate everything else. Therefore, the
City has great leverage, and 1t can draw

on that leverage and the largesse of
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allied organizations to do magical
things. 1 want to talk about a few of
these. And I know that none of this iIs
news to you or other members of City
Council.

There are so many good and
recent examples of parks and open spaces
that i1llustrate this point, including
Bartram®s Mile, Schuylkill River Park,
Rittenhouse Square, Race Street Pier, the
Discovery Center, the Water Works, Logan
Square, and the list goes on. All of
these were made possible by teams.

And the one that I really want
to mention to you is one in South
Philadelphia that has recently opened
called the South Philadelphia Community
Health and Literacy Center. For 5
percent of cash, the property that the
City owned, the City leveraged a $43
million project, and to me it"s centrally
located iIn an area of need and is a real
great example of a facility that

Incorporates parks and recreation
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facilities, and 1t"s the kind of thing
that we can do more of.

But these successes are not
enough. Learning from former Mayor
Street, who first removed open-air drug
markets, then abandoned cars, and then
trash from vacant land, and then
abandoned buildings, Philadelphians now
know that 1t i1s possible to turn around
even the most neglected areas. They can
see i1t happening and they can see the
results, but to make i1t happen even more,
there must be a holistic strategy and
everyone must work together in a
strategic fashion.

Now, in the spirit of making
government work well for all, 1 would
like to make a related comment about the
selection process. It i1s fantastic.

As you well know, the other
Commission set out by the City"s Charter
consists of certain required
representatives, supplemented by

appointees made by the Mayor. But when
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the Fairmount Park and City"s Recreation
Departments were combined into one, this
special and more visible selection
procedure was custom made.

Why? Because City Council by
Its very nature has an unsurpassed
knowledge of the City"s neighborhoods,
their i1diosyncrasies and their
aspirations. This is something that no
appointee can match. Most City
appointees -- and I am no exception —--
have never been elected, never gone door
to door, nor telephoned. We have never
had to take the heat for our decisions,
and as a result, we know far less than
any elected official about what the City
needs.

So 1n summary, please know that
I see a great opportunity for the future
of the Commission -- that means the Parks
and Recreation Commission -- to work
closely with City Council. Please be
assured that I would use my experience

with buirldings and historic preservation
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to bear, and as a former Planning
Director, 1 would encourage and look for
new ways to collaborate. On the
Commission I can ask the correct
technical questions. | would be able to
evaluate the quality of design, and |
would seek to be an extension of real
work to make all citizens heard.

On a personal note, let me be
clear that my desire to serve steps
from -- stems from a deep appreciation
and gratitude for what the City has
provided to our family, from the first
peewee baseball game through Fairmount
soccer, from Taney softball to 12U travel
play, from Students Run Philly Style to a
dozen Broad Street Runs -- and some of
them are by my kids, but most of them are
mine -- and even the Taney Dragons
Parade, 1 would like all citizens to
experience what 1 have experienced and to
give back what my family has been given
by living here in the City of
Philadelphia.

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Affairs
May 24, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

Page 83
5/24/16 - PARKS - RES. 160388

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
very much. Thank you so much for your
testimony.

And to the entire panel, thank
you for being here today and for spending
time with us and making sure that your
comments are brought forward for the
record.

MR. WENDELL: Thank you for
listening to all these people.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Absolutely.
Like 1 said, this is going to be a very,
very difficult decision.

MR. WENDELL: I know i1t 1is.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: So now
we"ll hear from our -- 1 think 1t"s our
last panel. And so we"re going to hear
from Mark Alexander, Phoebe Coles, and
Eric Edi. And then after that,

Ms. Charlie Hills and Darlene L. Lewis,
iIT you want to step forward and have a
seat right behind the panel, and also
Darren Lipscomb. 1Is Darren here?

Okay, Darren, if you want to
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have a seat also right here in the front
row behind the panel.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Why don"t
we start our testimony with Mr. Mark
Alexander.

MR. ALEXANDER: Thank you. My
name is Mark Alexander and I want to
thank the Council for the opportunity to
attend this hearing and to testify, to be
considered for the Commission on Parks
and Recreation.

I believe everybody should have
access to a healthy and safe public park.
I believe that because our public parks
offer the perfect complement to our urban
life in the City. They offer a place for
people to gather and get a sense of
community, a place for our children to
play, and a place to be reminded of the
Jjoys of nature.

You know, Philadelphians 1

believe are fortunate to reap the
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benefits of early City Planners who
developed a vision for the Fairmount Park
system, but we cannot be complacent to
think that the Fairmount Park system will
be well maintained into the future
without our constant attention to
maintaining It.

I believe I have the skills and
the experience to be a member of the
Parks and Recreation Commission and to
assist Philadelphia 1n its efforts to
ensure that i1ts parks remain vibrant and
relevant, now and into the future.

Presently 1 work for the
National Park Service, and our mission 1is
just that, to preserve and protect our
special park places for future
generations. | manage a large-scale
design and construction program
throughout the Northeast United States of
our national parks. Everything we do
revolves around that mission and the need
to take care of deferred maintenance of

our parks. Previous to this, 1 worked
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for the Center City District in
Philadelphia where I managed design and
construction along the Benjamin Franklin
Parkway at Logan Square, Aviator Park,
Sister Cities Park at 3 Parkway and the
Cret Cafe building. 1 also managed the
streetscape improvements in Center City.
What this work taught me was that
constant attention to the details of
maintenance and cleanliness can change a
person®s perception about the place that
they are in.

Speaking of changing your
perception of the place that you"re 1in,
my wife and 1 moved to our Center City
neighborhood over ten years ago, and we
would often walk the streets, and maybe
It"s the landscape architect in me, but 1
would often complain about the lack of
greenery and street trees In our
neighborhood. And one day my wife looked
at me and said, Mark, why don®"t you do
something about 1t. And you know what?

She was absolutely right. From that
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moment on, | created a tree planting
group. I went house to house knocking on
doors, encouraging people to apply for
tree vitalized grant trees offered by the
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. And,
you know, that program has been so
successful, we have planted over 400
trees i1n our neighborhood alone and
changed the perception of the
neighborhood that we live in.

I hope you can see that I have
the skills and the experience and the
passion to be a member of the Commission
on Parks and Recreation, and | appreciate
the Council®s consideration.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.
Thank you very much for your testimony
and for being here today patiently.

Phoebe Coles.

MS. COLES: Good afternoon,
Councilwoman Bass, Councilwoman Parker,
and Councilman Oh. [I"m grateful to have

this opportunity to testify today to

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Affairs
May 24, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

Page 88

5/24/16 - PARKS - RES. 160388
speak about my iInterest on serving on
Philadelphia®s Commission of Parks and
Recreation. Today | have the chance to
express why I"m a great candidate and how
I will use my personal and professional
resources to continue to elevate the
important role Philadelphia®s parks and
recreational facilities play i1n the
health, happiness, and well-being of our
citizens and communities.

IT 1"m selected as a Commission
member, first 1 will consider this a
labor of love and an extension of the
work that 1 do daily, connecting people
to opportunities that make their lives
better as the owner of a
Philadelphia-based communications and
engagement marketing firm.

Secondly, 1 will take my place
on the Commission with an eye to the
opportunities to fully engage
Philadelphians in their civic rights and
responsibilities for access to facilities

and amenities, but also as caretakers for
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all features that fall under the Parks
and Recreation Commission®s leadership.

Third, 1 would look to add a
voice for the community of users as well
as potential users.

I know how important i1t is to
teach our young people respect for both
the buirlt and natural environment and to
engage adults in stewardship
opportunities such as friends groups and
advisory councills. My past position as
Executive Director of Keep Philadelphia
Beautiful allowed me to work with a
number of citizen-based sustainability
initiatives, including beautification,
maintenance, cleanup, and education.
Some of the organizations | supported
included the Schuylkill Navy®s public
recycling, Friends of Franklin Square
Park cigarette litter control, Temple
University®s Student Sustainability
Council plastic bag recycling, and the
Tookany-Tacony-Frankford Watershed

community education, Cobbs Creek
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Environmental Center, the Great American
Clean Up, and the Philadelphia Eagles and
SCA Youth Sustainability Challenge, along
with numerous civic and business
associations and schools. These
interactions prepared me to have a broad
view of the iInterest and tactics needed
to build advocacy and participation for
our park and recreation assets.

I have included support for my
application via three letters of
recommendation from the Pennsylvania
Environmental Council, Keep Pennsylvania
Beautiful, and Community Legal Services.
Also there are a few photographs of parks
and recreation projects | have supported.

Thank you for your
consideration, and I am prepared to
answer any questions you may have at this
time.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Ms. Coles, for your testimony.

And next we"re going to hear

from Mr. Eric Edi.
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MR. EDI: Edi.

Thank you, Madam Chair. My
name i1s Eric Edi and I"m currently the
Chief Operating Officer of the Coalition
of African Communities in Philadelphia.

W_E.B. Du Bois, one of the
great minds that the City of Philadelphia
has known, wrote iIn the Souls of Black
Folk that the key function of college
shall be beyond anything else to develop
the human soul, which means using
knowledge and skills to address critical
Issues In both discourse and social
practice.

This tradition has been my
compass since | attended and left the 8th
floor of Gladfelter Hall at Temple
University. My academic career has
evolved together with my involvement in
community-based organization in
Philadelphia, especially those that serve
the growing African and Caribbean
immigrants and refugees In the greater

Philadelphia area.
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It 1s said that 50,000 and more
of the 1.5 million residents of
Philadelphia are African and Caribbean
immigrants and refugees. Every year
these communities use the City"s parks
and recreation centers for activities
that include soccer tournaments,
barbecues, festivals, health fair, and
many more. However, it Is a fact that
these communities tend to be distant from
the daily life of the centers and parks
that they usually use, especially iIn the
summertime.

Last Friday, on May 20th, 2016,
I attended a meeting at Bartram®"s Garden.
The purpose of the meeting was to seek
our 1nputs about how to make the large
African immigrant population of Southwest
Philadelphia aware and use the resources
available at the Garden. Earlier in the
fall of 2015, the Philadelphia Museum of
Art set up a Community Advisory Board,
including me, to seek guidance for the

recently launched Creative Art Exhibit
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featuring Africa.

I use these two cases to
i1llustrate my connection to the African
and Caribbean community, but also to the
immigrant community in Philadelphia and
to underline the invisibility of the
African and Caribbean immigrant refugees
when 1t comes to the affairs of the City
recreational facilities.

Therefore, i1n accordance with
the mission assigned to the Commission, |
am a candidate because 1 want to, number
one, foster a greater and healthier
connection between the City"s parks and
recreation centers and the African and
Caribbean immigrant community.

Second, 1 want to be the
Commission®s liaison to hear the voices,
concerns, and possibly 1nnovative ideas
which make Philadelphia culturally
diverse.

Third, increase the immigrant
and refugee communities®™ awareness that

the City"s parks and recreation centers
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offer more than just venues for outdoor
events.

And, finally, engage these
communities iIn understanding that the
parks and recreation centers are part of
their homes and go there as immigrants
but mostly as residents of Philadelphia.

Serving in the Commission iIs a
new step In a direction that 1 have
already been traveling on. Indeed, aside
from Bartram®"s Garden and collaboration
in Philadelphia Museum that 1 mentioned
earlier, | have developed a strong
relationship with the staff and the
Community Advisory Board at Kingsessing
Recreation Center in West Philadelphia
where for seven consecutive years the
Coalition of African Communities have
held its annual wellness and cultural
fair.

The second reason why 1 am
interested 1n the Commission is that the
Coalition of African Communities has

committed to the global Philadelphia
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initiative. 1 am currently a member of
the World Heritage City Initiative
Community Development Group. During our
first meeting, the group discussed ideas,
which included using parks and recreation
centers to foster wider and multiethnic
dialogue, representation, and activities;
for instance, keeping the parks clean,
beautiful, safe, free of violence and
drugs. |If Philadelphia 1s a World
Heritage City, 1t is not just because of
its building and architecture, but 1t 1s
also because of 1ts rich human resources.
I concur with many that this richness
ought to translate into leisure, culture,
freedom of minds for all, and the parks
and recreation centers are a better place
for this to thrive.

I am resourceful and
enthusiastic enough to accomplish the
prerogative of the Commission. 1 vow to
be an excellent community-oriented
Commissioner if I am offered the

opportunity to serve. It is my way of
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giving back to the City that welcomed me
years ago when 1 came to the United
States on a Fulbright scholarship to
study at Temple University.

As years pass, | now understand
a bit more why a passenger on the U.S.
Airways flight which brought me to
Philadelphia told me, You will grow to
love Philadelphia and you may not leave.
And 1 am here. 1 have grown to love
Philadelphia.

Thank you and God bless you and
guide the work that you do for all of us
in the City of Philadelphia. Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Well, thank
you very much for your testimony and also
for specifically acknowledging or
highlighting, 1 should say, the work that
Is done by immigrants here in the City of
Philadelphia, and that"s where the growth
of the City 1s, i1s within the immigrant
community. So very important to
acknowledge the work that you all have

done and hopefully maybe will do i1t on
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the Commission. So thank you so much for
your testimony.

MR. EDI: Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: And so
last, but not least, we have Charlie
Hills, Darlene Lewis, and Darren
Lipscomb.

Is there anyone else here to
testify? Anyone else who applied to be
on the Commission who did not testify as
of yet?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Anyone?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay. So
why don®"t we start with Charlie Hills.

MS. HILLS: Hello.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: How are
you?

MS. HILLS: 1"m good. And
yourself?

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Very well.
Please state your name for the record and

begin your testimony.
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MS. HILLS: My name i1s Charlie
Hills. 1 appreciate this opportunity to
speak with you and talk with you as well
on behalf of my application for
Philadelphia Commission on Parks and
Recreation.

I just wanted to take this time
to answer "why me."™ 1 truly rustled with
this for a while and even more so after
hearing all these beautiful testimonies.
I*m young, I"m fairly experienced, and |
have a few accolades, but not a long
list. 1In all actuality, I"m probably
someone you would pass by on the street,
and yet like most, 1"m an honest, humble,
hard-working woman trying to make a
difference.

However, | do realize that we
all share a common experience, finding
the balance between work and play. As
children, we were all asked or some were
asked, Can you come out to play? Now as
adults, that phrase kind of translates

into, Can you come out for happy hour?
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But nonetheless, both questions reference
and result In a chance to unwind and have
fun with friends.

Some of my fondest experiences
originated from parks and recreation
centers. Let"s be honest, i1t"s where
friendships are formed, laughter is at
1ts loudest, and memories are made.

Whenever 1™"m stressed out,
whether 1t"s from work, co-workers,
clients, family or friends and, of
course, the bill collectors, 1 retreat
and escape to the parks. For me, seeing
the dancing water sprinklers and walking
through Dilworth Park in the summer or
simply sitting on the bench iIn
Rittenhouse Square i1s relaxing. It"s my
stress reliever. It helps to ease my
mind and gives me peace. It creates a
feel-good nostalgia, a sense of
reassurance that everything i1s going to
be okay.

Our parks and recreation

centers are family-friendly areas that

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Affairs
May 24, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

Page 100

5/24/16 - PARKS - RES. 160388
Iinspire community engagement. They are
our City"s treasures that lure
individuals from all walks of life. They
are a source of creativity, iInspiration,
leisure, and entertainment. It is truly
amazing how they can be transformed into
venues, even venues for concerts such as
the Budweiser®s Made In America or even
the midnight movie night under the stars
on the Schuylkill banks.

So that"s why me. Because 1 ve
seen and personally experienced firsthand
how essential and beneficial Philadelphia
parks and recreation centers are to our
communities and throughout the City.

In sum, these are just a few
reasons why 1 would greatly value an
opportunity to serve on the Philadelphia
Commission on Parks and Recreation. |1
honestly want to help continue and
contribute to planning, promoting,
preserving these traditions now and for
future generations.

So I guess the only thing left
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for me to say is, Can you come out to

play?

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
very much.

Okay. And next we"ll hear from
Ms. Darlene Lewis.

MS. LEWIS: Hello, Councilwoman
Cindy Bass --

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Hello.

MS. LEWIS: -- Councilwoman
Cherelle Parker, Councilman David Oh, and
also to my Councilman, who is Kenyatta
Johnson. Again, my name is Darlene L.
Lewis and I am a citywide networker. 1
am a go-to guru, grassroots, networking
on feet, and | am also a domestic abuse
survivor. And 1 would like to thank
every Councilperson that resides In this
building, because through your
information, 1 have taken it all over
this city, and your people that reside iIn

your district has embraced me, and 1t
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helped build more relationships,
friendships, and trust and it has
heightened my advocacy level, almost like
a seventh continent level.

I"m also a mother of four
daughters that I birthed, but 1"m also a
mother of the young women that reside 1iIn
the various communities around the City,
the grandchildren, the elderly, the men,
the fathers, and the grandfathers as
well.

And 1"m also on the Board of
Directors with the Health Department,
Health Center No. 2. 1°d like to thank
Mr. Albert Littlepage, who is the
President of the Point Breeze Network,
for coming out and supporting me while
I*"m speaking today.

Parks and recs are important,
especially for me as a mother and
grandmother, because that i1s a safe haven
for the various communities that come
together to learn each other and know

about each other and also to help bridge
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the gap of the language.

I also reside iIn the area of
South Philadelphia where we have the
newly DiSilvestro that went up as a
community rec center, health center, and
library all iIn one, and that"s a
blessing, because i1n that area, which 1i1s
the 36th Ward, there®s a mass amount of
the various cultures that have now
resided In that area, and that will be a
good haven for everybody to come together
and know that we all here together, that
the only thing that we have to constantly
work on i1s the language barrier.

So 1 would like to thank you
for giving me this blessing and
opportunity, and networking truly opens
the doors for many blessings.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.
And thank you for your activism in the
community.

And Mr. --

MR. LIPSCOMB: Lipscomb.
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COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Lipscomb.
Darren.

MR. LIPSCOMB: Yes, ma"am.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: How are
you?

MR. LIPSCOMB: Very well. Good
afternoon, Councilwoman Bass,
Councilwoman Parker, Councilman Oh. 1™m
Darren Lipscomb. 1"m a native of Mantua
and a current resident of Overbrook Park.

How 1 see Philadelphia®s parks
are that they"re one of our city"s most
vital resources. Unlike most other
cities, our park system is directly
accessible to nearly every neighborhood
within our City limits. Regardless of
socioeconomic status, every Philadelphian
has the opportunity to enjoy our parks.

That said, 1 would like the
opportunity to help allow for even more
access to our parks and recreation
centers and to couple that access with
interest. Doing so will require the

identification of new funding sources to
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allow for more capital investment iIn
parks and recreation infrastructure.
Identifying new sources of revenue to
cover operational costs will further our
ability to maintain these spaces.
Additionally, the vastness of our park
system and the availability of green
space i1n just about every corner of
Philadelphia affords us the opportunity
to bring attention to our city"s
developing neighborhoods through
programming. These possibilities are why
I want to serve on the Commission on
Parks and Recreation.

I"m also interested In serving
In this capacity because as a young
African American male, whose coming of
age was greatly intertwined with use of
our city"s parks and recreation system, |
find far too few other members of this
demographic interested in getting
involved 1in the work that keeps the
system going. | would like to change

that. Again, I"m a kid from Mantua, and
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as a child I would catch guppies at
Centennial Lake. My time as a student at
W.B. Saul High School quickly got me
acquainted with Valley Green. 1 ruck
marched with my military unit In Tacony
Creek Park. 17ve picnicked with students
that 1 mentor on the weekend at FDR Park
and at Washington Square. And 1 also
find myself at a great happy hour as well
at Spruce Street Harbor Park.

But 1n addition to that, my
qualifications for serving on the
Commission on Parks and Recreation are
centered on my leadership in the
community, my marketing experience, and
some experience with fundraising. |1
currently serve as the Vice President for
the Overbrook Park Civic Association and
have led efforts to fundraise for
community events at our local park, as
well as efforts to sustain the physical
condition of our park and other areas of
our neighborhood through cleanups. |

have also led cleanups of parks i1n other
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sections of the City simply as an engaged
resident of Philadelphia. Meanwhile, my
experience with marketing includes a
Bachelor®s degree in the field of
marketing and the functions related to my
role as the Assistant Director of
Admissions and Enrollment Services at
Delaware County Community College. In
this capacity, 1°ve also taken part in
major fundraising efforts, one focused on
securing a gift for a reentry program at
the college.

As a community leader, our
city"s parks and recreation centers have
been a primary point of focus for me.
Most recently, | have worked with the
Philadelphia Park Alliance to organize
area students to advocate for increased
capital i1nvestment in these resources. |
have also worked with my fellow Board
members from the Overbrook Park Civic
Association and our district"s
Councilman, Councilman Jones, to secure

our fair share of the $790,000 in funds

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Affairs
May 24, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

Page 108

5/24/16 - PARKS - RES. 160388
each councilmanic district receives for
parks and recreation centers. In doing
so, my Board and 1 have been able to have
security cameras installed at our
recreation facility, Rose Playground. As
part of the Board for the Overbrook Park
Civic Association, 1 have also worked
with community leaders and advocates for
other nearby neighborhood parks In an
effort to i1dentify opportunities for
partnership on programming and bettering
our parks overall. 1 have also worked to
engage other millennial-age
Philadelphians In maintaining our city"s
parks after observing a void in the
ability of Parks and Recreation to keep
these spaces clean. This engagement has
taken place through my coordination of
cleanups at spaces that include the
Belmont Plateau, which has a current
doctoral candidate -- 1 love to go to
write -- Rose Playground, Shepard-®s
Playground, and the perimeter of the
Cobbs Creek Golf Club, among others.
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Professionally, 1 support
marketing, advertising, and sales efforts
for a non-profit organization with a
foundation in post-secondary education,
again, Delaware County Community College.
In this role as Assistant Director, I™m
responsible for reviewing marketing plans
for academic programs, recruitment
events, and other efforts of the college,
among numerous other tasks. In line with
these responsibilities, 1 serve on the
college™s Marketing Committee and
Assessment Processes Committee. A key
aspect of my professional work is helping
to define the institutional®s value for
internal and external stakeholders.
Another key piece of what 1 do is
ensuring that the Admissions Office is
efficient 1In our operations by analyzing
performance data to inform our future
decisions.

Overall, 1 am qualified for
this Commission in my knowledge of the

Parks and Recreation Department of
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Philadelphia, as well as In my community
leadership and professional experience.
I am a die-hard Philadelphian who
recognizes the vitality of sustaining our
parks and recreation centers, and 1 will
serve as a strong advocate for these
resources. Plus there"s a void of
millennials. 1 mean, a lot of times it"s
because millennials don"t seem to show an
interest. I"m here and I"m showing an
interest. So I would love this
opportunity.

But thank you for your time.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: More
applause, wow. Okay. Well, thank you so
much for beilng here.

And thank you to all of you.
You know, our millennials who are
interested and who are engaged i1n what"s
happening 1n their communities and our
seasoned citizens who have been out there
on the forefront working hard, as young

people say, holding 1t down. So |
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appreciate all of you being here.

Is there anyone else here to
testify today who has not testified who
applied for the Commission?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay. Any
comments?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: No
comments. Okay.

And that being said, this
hearing stands in recess until Wednesday,
June 8th, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.

Thank you so much, everyone,
for coming out. We really appreciate
your interest and iInput.

(Committee on Parks, Recreation

and Cultural Affairs concluded at 3:05

p.m.)
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