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3/ 2/ 23 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
We're going to get started now. Thank
you.

Can | have a little quiet,
pl ease. W're going to get started. W
want to nmake sure we can accommodate the
Mayor' s addr ess.

We' ve established our quorum
|'"d like to wel cone everybody.

To give our invocation this
norni ng, the Chair recogni zes Reverend
M chell e Anne Si nmons of Wiy Not Prosper,
| ncorporated. She is here today as the
guest of Council wonan Bass.

| woul d ask all guests,
menbers, and visitors to please rise.

( Counci | renbers, guests, and
visitors rise.)

REVEREND SI MMONS: (Good
nor ni ng.

( Good norning.)

REVEREND SI MMONS: |'m so
grateful and honored and have nuch
appreci ation for Council nenber Bass for
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3/ 2/ 23 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
asking ne to cone do the invocation, and
| am so grateful to be here to do it.

Let us ook to the Lord in
prayer.

Dear Father God, we cone to you
this norning by all the nanes that you're
known and cal l ed, giving your nane gl ory,
honor, and total praise.

We cone right nowin this
nonment j ust appreciating you for being
our strength, for being our bal ance, for
bei ng t he way.

We cone confessing right now,
God, that sonetines | just go through
|ife so fast and | don't really pay you
any attention. | cone right nowin this
nonment, God, just confessing that that
doesn't really serve nme well.

| cone in this right now
nonment, God, just confessing that | do
bel ong to you and we belong to you.

| conme confessing right now,
God, that w thout your hand and your
grace and your nercy upon our work, on
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3/ 2/ 23 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
our hearts and our mnds, God, that we're
just running anuck.

So in this right now nonent,
God, we just cone thanking you for this
day you've nade, and we wll rejoice and
be glad init.

You say how great it is when
bret hren cone together in unity, and so
on this day, God, we're inviting you into
this Council neeting. W're inviting you
into our city at large. W're lifting up
our | eaders, our Council people, our
Commi ssi oners, God, and all of our
el ected officials.

God, we're praying even now
right now for the election at hand. W
pray that your wll will be done. W
pray, God, that you will choose who wil|
be our next elected officials in the
| eadership of this city.

God, we ask that you bl ess our
outgoi ng President. W ask that you
bl ess the new Mayor comng in. W ask
that you bl ess the new judges.
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Fat her God, we need you right
now to cone and just do a work in the
Cty of Philadel phia. W have nmade nany
strides and we are on our way, God, but
still we're standing in the need of
prayer.

So on this day right here,
before we have this neeting and before we
have the Mayor's budget speech, we ask
that you go first, God, and you figure
out it all, and then, God, give us our
assignnments and | et us work out our
assi gnnents.

For, God, we pray right now
that we just be able to nove egos to the
side and distention so that | ove and joy
and unity and cohesi on can reign.

We know you can do it, God. W
t hank you for it now.

We ask you bless us all, keep
us all, as we all work for the betternent
of our city and for our lives and for our
fam i es.

We t hank you, and we know t hat
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the prayer that we just prayed is already
done.

It's in your nane we pray, wth
t hanksgi vi ng.

Anen.

(Amen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you so nuch, Reverend.
We really appreciate you being here.

Council wll be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you and, Reverend, again, thank you
so much for your spiritual guidance
today. W really appreciate it.

Before we get started, | would
| i ke to recogni ze State Representative
Mor gan Cephas, Phil adel phi a del egati on.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: |
hear you all did sone historical things
t he ot her day.
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REPRESENTATI VE CEPHAS:
Hi storical.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Awesone. Awesone. Thank you. Thank you
for being here. W appreciate it. In a
di fferent capacity.

Qur next order of business is
t he approval of the Journal of the
nmeeti ng of Thursday, February 23rd, 2023,
and the Chair recogni zes Counci | wonman
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that the Journal
of the neeting of Thursday,
February 23rd, 2023 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. It has been noved and

20 properly seconded that the Journal of the
21 neeting of Thursday, February 23rd, 2023
22 st and approved.
23 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
24 aye.
2° (Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that Journal is
approved.

And our next order of business
Is requests for | eave of absence, and the
Chair recogni zes Counci |l man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. On behalf of nenbers of
Council, there is a request for |eave of
absence from Menber Vaughn.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair thanks the gentleman. Leave shall
be granted to Council nenber Vaughn.

And at this time, the Chair
recogni zes Councilman Squilla for a
notion concerning certain |egislative
matters that may arise during the course
of the Council session today that were
not listed on the Cal endar circul ated
prior to today's session.

Counci | man Squi l | a.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove that any of the
followng matters, if considered today,
may be added to the agenda for this
sessi on of Council and, as required by
| aw, subsequently published on an anended
agenda after the consideration of those
matters:. resolutions authorizing
heari ngs, amendnents to bills on first
readi ng, the reconsideration of a bill
vetoed by or re-called fromthe Mayor,
anmendnments to bills re-called fromthe
Mayor, resolutions taking substantive
action to be voted on in this session, a
notion to withdraw a bill or resolution
that is not on the Cal endar, and a notion
placing a bill or resolution on or
returning a bill or resolution fromthe
Suspension Cal endar that is not listed on
t oday' s Cal endar.

The purpose of this notion is
to provide the public with notice
concerni ng possi ble action by Council
that arose too late to be included in the
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Cal endar that was published prior to
t oday' s sessi on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. |It's been noved and properly
seconded that the legislative matters
stated by Councilman Squilla nay be added
to the agenda for today, should those
matters arise during the course of this
Counci | sessi on.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

At this tinme, | would like to
di spense with the reqgul ar order of
busi ness to recogni ze the nmany
di sti ngui shed visitors other than
Representative Mdrgan Cephas, but thank
you all for being here today. W really
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appreci ate you being here to see how your
noney is going to be spent. That is one
of the nost inportant things that this
| egi sl ative body can do, is to
appropriate dollars in a way that's nost
meani ngful to nove the agenda forward,
particularly for the citizens of the Gty
of Philadel phia. So | would like to
t hank you so nuch for being here.

At this tinme, our next order of
busi ness is comuni cations, and | would
ask the Cerk to please read the nessages
fromthe Mayor and any ot her nessages
that he may have in his possession.

CH EF CLERK: Fromthe Mayor to
t he President and nenbers of the Council
of the Gty of Phil adel phia, | am pl eased
to advise you that on March 1, 2023, |
signed all of the bills which were passed
by Council at its session on February 16,
2023, and that | signed all of the bills
whi ch were passed by Council at its
sessi on on February 23, 2023.

And | amtransmtting for the

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 12
3/ 2/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3/2/23 - STATED - COVWMUNI CATI ONS
consi derati on of your honorable body a
resolution providing for the approval of
the Council of the Gty of Phil adel phia
of a Revised Five Year Financial Plan for
the Cty of Philadel phia covering Fiscal
Years 2024 through 2028, and
| ncor porating Revised changes with
respect to Fiscal Year 2023, which is to
be submtted by the Mayor to the
Pennsyl vani a | nt er gover nnent al
Cooperation Authority; and

An ordi nance to adopt a Capital
Program for the six Fiscal Years 2024
t hrough 2029 i ncl usi ve; and

An ordi nance to adopt a Fi scal
2024 Capital Budget; and

An ordi nance adopting the
perating Budget for Fiscal Year 2024,
and

An ordi nance anendi ng Chapt er
19- 1500 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Wage and Net Profits Tax," by
revising certain tax rates; and

An ordi nance anendi ng Chapt er

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 13
3/ 2/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3/2/23 - STATED - COVWMUNI CATI ONS

19- 2800 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Pennsylvani a I ntergovernnent al
Cooperation Authority Tax on Wages and
Net Profits," to provide for the
conti nuation of the tax and to nmake ot her
conform ng changes; and

An ordi nance anendi ng Chapt er
19- 2600 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Business | ncone and Recei pts

Taxes," by revising certain tax rates;
and

An ordi nance aut hori zi ng
transfers in appropriations for Fiscal
Year 2023 fromthe CGeneral Fund and the
Grants Revenue Fund, certain or all Cty
of fices, departnents, boards and
comm ssions, to the General Fund, the
Hot el Room Rental Tax Fund and the G ants
Revenue Fund, certain or all Gty
of fi ces, departnents, boards and
comm ssions, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, M. Decker.

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 14
3/ 2/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3/2/23 - STATED - INTRO. COF BILLS

And our next order of business
is the introduction of bills and
resolutions. | would ask M. Decker to
pl ease read the title of the | egislation
that's being offered today by our
menbers.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
G I nore Richardson offers two
resolutions, a privileged resol ution
recogni zi ng and supporting the
acconpl i shnents of wonen and girls
t hroughout hi story on the occasi on of
Wnen's Hi story Month,

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol uti on Honoring and Cel ebrati ng
Representative Joanna E. Mcd i nton,
Esquire on her historic election as the
first Black wonman and first wonman Speaker
of the Pennsyl vani a House of
Represent ati ves.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council woman G | nore
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Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, Council President.

Good norni ng, Council President
and col | eagues, and in the presence of
our Chair of the Phil adel phia del egati on,
State Representative Mdirgan Cephas, it is
ny absol ute honor and privilege to
| ntroduce today's resol ution honoring ny
friend, daughter of Southwest
Phi | adel phia, |awer, mnister,
gl ass-shattering, history-making first
woman and first Black woman to serve as
t he Speaker of the Pennsyl vani a House of
Representatives, our Representative,
Joanna Elizabeth Mcdinton, Esquire.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:
Speaker McClinton is no stranger to
shattering glass ceilings. In fact, it's
what she does best.

In 2018, she becane the first
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woman and first African American el ected
to serve as House Denocratic Caucus
Chair. Two years |later she nade history
yet again by becomng the first woman
el ected denocratic | eader of our State
Legi sl ature. And just |ast nonth she
became Pennsylvania's first fenale
Maj ority Leader.

Si nce 2015, Speaker M inton
has served as a strong advocate, not only
for the 191st Legislative District, but
on behal f of all Pennsyl vani ans.

Her journey to public service
started |l ong before she took el ected
office. As an attorney, she brought her
talents to the Philadel phia D strict
Attorney's Ofice, the Defender
Associ ation of Philadel phia, and | ater as
Chi ef Counsel to State Senator Anthony
Hardy W1 Ili ans.

| actually first nmet Rep
McClinton during her days as a student at
La Salle University in Council nenber
Bass's district.
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In addition to all that she has
acconplished, | amtruly excited about
what that nmeans for our great city. W
know there is nmuch work to do, and
wor king wth our partners in Harrisburg,
i ncl udi ng our new Appropriations Chair,
Representative Jordan Harris, | know that
we w Il get the job done.

So, colleagues, please join ne
and ny col | eague Counci | menber Jam e
Gaut hi er, who co-introduced this
resolution with ne, in congratul ati ng
State Representative Joanna Elizabeth
McClinton, Esquire, the first woman to
serve as Speaker of the Pennsylvania
House of Representatives.

Not only is this nonmentous
occasi on good for all of us, it is good
for our city and the contributions she
has made towards creating a brighter and
nore equitable future for all
Pennsyl vani ans.

We t hank you, we appreciate
you, and we congratul ate you. Kudos.
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( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci |l wonan.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWVOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Council President.

| wanted to thank Council nenber
G |l nore R chardson for the opportunity to
co-introduce this resolution, and |
wanted to offer ny own personal
congratul ati ons to Speaker Md i nton.

It's hard to put into words the
enor nous sense of pride that is felt in
West and Sout hwest Phil adel phia in
particul ar about her ascendance to the
Speaker position, and | know that that's
a sense of pride that al so extends
t hroughout the City and the State. And
everywhere |'m | ooking, | see people
congratul ati ng Speaker Mcdinton, and |
can feel how nmuch people are inspired.
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And | think the reason why there's been
such an overjoyed reaction is because
this is what it feels |Iike when soneone
deserves the role and the title that they
get, and there's no one nore deserving of
this than Speaker M inton.

She puts her whole heart into
her work. She brings resources, badly
needed resources, into our comunity, and
she is a nenber of the conmmunity through
and through. And | think we all feel so
proud of her because we relate to her.

And so | want to just offer ny
sincere congratul ati ons.

Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci | man Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Counci | President.
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| just want to echo the
sentinents in congratulating and honoring
ny little sister, now Madam Speaker
Joanna Mcdinton, and it's truly
significant that she not only broke a
glass ceiling but also shifted the
dynam cs of how the body of Harrisburg,
specifically the General Assenbly, wll
operate novi ng forward.

Being a fornmer nenber of the
St ate House of Representatives, it's
critically inportant to be able to have a
coalition across the state as it relates
to advocating for the issues and concerns
of the State of Pennsylvania as well as
the Gty of Philadel phia, and Joanna

18 McCl i nton has showed she's a worthy and,

19 nost i nportantly, exceptionally qualified

20 | eader within that area in making sure

21 that she's bringing everybody together

22 and advanci ng the State of Pennsyl vani a.

23 So | know t hat our Phil adel phi a

24 del egati on chai rwonan, who is sitting

25 here as well, knows when you have el ect ed
LEXI TAS
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an African Anmerican wonman to serve the
State House in the State of Pennsylvani a
is truly a significant and, nost
| nportantly, a big deal.

So | just wanted to al so put ny
coments on the record. |'mtruly proud
of the young | ady that Joanna M i nton
has becone, just watching her grow
t hroughout this process fromwanting to
run for office to now becom ng Madam
Speaker in the General Assenbly in the
State of Pennsyl vani a.

So | just want to personally
say congratul ations as well.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci | man.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Thank
you, M. President.

| want to wel cone Mbrgan
Cephas, Representative, our |eader of the
Phi | adel phi a del egation, ny forner
col | eague, person | sat next to for a
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full term W are so proud of you being
in the majority. M only regret on
Tuesday was that | wasn't a nenber of the
General Assenbly. | would have nom nated
Joanna Mcdinton and | woul d have voted
for her, because she's going to be a
trenmendous | eader in the House of
Representatives, and col |l eagues here in
Cty Council, Philadelphia wll be
treated with respect.

Thank you, M. President.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Awesone. Look forward to that. Thank
you. Thank you, Council man.

That wll be on today's
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Thonas
offers a privileged resolution honoring
and congratul ati ng Chanpi ons of the Wek,
the Julia R Masternman Laboratory and
Denonstrati on School's Debate Team on
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their success in the 48th University of
Pennsyl vani a Debate Tour nanent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Jones
offers eight bills and three resol utions,
entitled "An ordi nance to adopt a Capital
Program for the six Fiscal Years 2024
t hrough 2029 i ncl usi ve. "

Al so on behalf of Council
Presi dent C arke, an ordinance to adopt a
Fi scal 2024 Capital Budget.

An ordi nance adopting the
Operating Budget for Fiscal Year 2024.

An ordi nance anendi ng Chapt er
19- 1500 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Wage and Nets Profits Tax," by
revising certain tax rates.

An ordi nance anmendi ng Chapt er
19- 2800 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Pennsyl vani a | ntergovernnent al
Cooperation Authority Tax on Wages and
Net Profits," to provide for the
continuation of the tax and nmake ot her
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conf orm ng changes.
An ordi nance anendi ng Chapt er
19- 2600 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Business | ncone and Recei pts

Taxes," by revising certain tax rates;
and

An ordi nance aut hori zi ng
transfers in appropriations for Fiscal
Year 2023 fromthe General Fund and the
Grants Revenue Fund, certain or all Cty
of fices, departnents, boards and
conmm ssi ons.

And on his own behal f,
Counci | man Jones offers an ordi nance
establishing a no truck parKking
regul ation on both sides of Port Royal
Avenue between Henry Avenue and A d Line
Road.

And on behalf of Council
Presi dent d arke...

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those eight bills will be referred to the
appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And on behal f of
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Council President C arke, a
non-privil eged resol uti on authori zing the
Phi | adel phia Land Bank to execute and
deliver to the Phil adel phi a Housi ng
Aut hority a deed conveying fee sinple
title to 800 West Cunberl and Street
| ocated in the Fifth Council manic
District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resolution providing for
t he approval of the Council of the Gty
of Phil adel phia of a Revised Five Year
Financial Plan for the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a covering Fiscal Years 2024
t hr ough 2028.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on condemi ng the
acts of vandalismthat took place at the
Masj i dul |l ah Center for Human Excel |l ence
on February 24, 2023.
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M. President, Councilman Jones
would i ke to be recognized for a notion
on this resolution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that the rules of
Council be suspended to permt
consi deration of this resolution at
today' s session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The resolution passes.
That shall be on this week's Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Johnson offers four resolutions, a
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privileged resolution congratul ating the
Audenried H gh School Grls Basket ball
Team on wi nni ng the 2023 Public League
Chanpi onshi p agai nst | mhotep H gh School .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privil eged
resol ution authorizing the Commttee on
Commer ce and Econom ¢ Devel opnent to hold
heari ngs regarding strategies to ignite
busi ness and job growth and to nake
Phi | adel phia a nore economcally
conpetitive city.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng broadcasti ng
pi oneer Patty Jackson for her induction
to the Philadel phia Miusic Alliance Wal k
of Fame and congratul ating Ms. Jackson
for breaking new ground as the first
femal e radi o personality to be inducted
to the Wl k.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
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week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol uti on congratul ati ng Shayla Smth,
15-year-ol d Audenri ed sophonore, for
becom ng the faster girls' basketball
pl ayer to score 1,000 points in Public
League history.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Al so
this week's Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | wonan
Brooks offers a privileged resol ution
recogni zing the work and contri buti ons of
| i felong nurse and | abor organizer
Patricia (Patty) Eakin, who built worker
power for the benefit of Phil adel phia
nurses and patients and whose | eadership
and nentorship has inspired generations
of activists and |eaders in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
O Neill offers, on behalf of Council
Presi dent C arke, a resolution
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aut hori zing and ratifying Council
Presi dent O arke's appeal, on behalf of
and as representative of City Council, of
t he decision of the Zoning Board of
Adj ustnent with respect to 1451 North
Broad Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Squilla offers four bills, entitled "An
or di nance anendi ng Section 9-1132 of The
Phi | adel phia Code, entitled ' Cashl ess
Retail Prohibition,' by providing
exenptions for airport retail
establi shnments and gym nenbership fee
paynents"; and

An ordi nance establi shing
parking regulations in the vicinity of:
Morris Street and South 6th Street;
Fernon Street and South 6th Street; South
7th Street and Wharton Street; Latona
Street and South 12th Street; Ellsworth
Street and South 12th Street; Broad
Street and Dickinson Street; Annin Street
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and South 7th Street; and

An ordi nance establishing
parking regulations in the vicinity of:
Passyunk Avenue to Queen Street; Queen
Street and South 5th Street; Washi ngton
Avenue to South Front Street; League
Street and South Front Street; and

An ordi nance establi shing
parking regulations in the vicinity of:
Daly Street and South 8th Street; Emly
Street and South 6th Street; MKean
Street and South 6th Street to South 9th
Street; Mfflin Street and South 7th
Street; Warnock Street and MKean Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those four bills will be referred to the
appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | wonman Bass
offers two bills and four resol utions,
entitled "An ordi nance establi shing
parking regulations in the vicinity of:
Eri e Avenue and Sydenham Street"; and

An ordi nance establi shing
parking regulations in the vicinity of:
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Law ence Street and Rockl and; Lindl ey
Avenue and North 2nd Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those two bills will be referred to
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a privil eged
resol uti on honoring Myra Brown for being
the first African Anerican fenmale to be
designated to the position of Board Chair
of Wonen's Way Organi zation, her
exenpl ary work throughout the city of
Phi | adel phi a, and | eadershi p anobng wonen.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privil eged
resol ution honoring the Phil adel phi a
Tennis Cub for being the ol dest
Bl ack-owned tennis club in the Country.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on renam ng the
4300 bl ock of Broad Street "Prince Hall
Way. "
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privil eged
resol uti on honoring the Wwodford Tenni s
Club for being the oldest Black tennis
club in the state of Pennsyl vani a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
other bills or resolutions being offered
today by the nenbers, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you very nuch, M. Decker.

That concl udes the introduction
of bills and resol utions, and our next
order of business is reports from
comm ttee.

And the Chair recognizes
Counci | man Johnson for a report fromthe
Commi ttee on Rul es.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
M. President. The Conmttee on Rul es
reports out five bills with a favorable
reconmendat i on.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  You're
wel cone.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

M. Decker, please read that report.

CH EF CLERK: To the President
and nenbers of the Council of the City of
Phi | adel phia, the Commttee on Rules, to
which was referred Bill No. 220941,
entitled "An ordi nance approving a new
pl an, estinmated costs and proposed net hod
of assessnent of charges of the City
Avenue Special Services District for and
concerni ng busi ness i nprovenents and
adm ni strative services to portions of
the Gty Avenue area of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia and Townshi p of Lower
Merion"; and

Bill No. 220973, entitled "An
ordi nance to anmend t he Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoni ng
desi gnations of certain areas of |and
| ocated within an area bounded by 17th
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Street, Indiana Avenue, Broad Street, and
A enwood Avenue"; and

Bill No. 221015, entitled "An
ordi nance anending Title 19 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled 'Finance,
Taxes and Collections,' to incentivize
Af f or dabl e Housi ng devel opnment by
aut hori zing tax exenptions pursuant to
the Affordable Housing Unit Tax Exenption
Act"; and

Bill No. 230001, entitled "An
ordi nance anending Title 14 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled 'Zoning and
Pl anni ng,' by defining and clarifying
certain definitions"; and

Bill No. 230034, entitled "An
ordi nance to anend the Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoning
desi gnations of certain areas of | and
| ocated within an area bounded by
Haverford Avenue, 44th Street, Bel nont
Avenue, G rard Avenue, and 40th Street,"
respectfully reports it has consi dered
the same and returns the attached bills
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to Council with a favorable
recomrendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

The Chair again recogni zes
Counci | man Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove that the rules of
Counci | be suspended so as to permt
first reading this day of Bills No.
220941, 220973, 221015, 230001, and
230034.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. [It's been noved and properly
seconded that the rules of Council be
suspended so as to permt first reading
this day of Bills No. 220941, 220973,
221015, 230001, and 230034.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and these bills wll be
pl aced on our First Readi ng Cal endar
t oday.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci |l wman G | nore Richardson for a
report fromthe Coonmttee on Law and
Gover nnent .

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, M. President. The Conmmttee on Law
and Governnent reports one bill and one
resolution with a favorable
recomrendat i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

M. Decker, please read that
report.

CH EF CLERK: The Comm ttee on
Law and Governnent, to which was referred
Bill No. 230106, entitled "An ordi nance
providing for the subm ssion to the
qualified electors of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia the proposal in a Resol ution
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approved by City Council anending The
Phi | adel phi a Hone Rul e Charter by
establishing the Ofice of the Chief
Public Safety Director to be responsible
for ensuring public safety by
coordi nating the resources (personnel and
enpl oynent, property, plant and
equi pnment) within the departnents of
Police, Prisons, Recreation, and all
other relevant Gty agencies; and
aut hori zing the appropriate officers to
publ i sh notice and to nmake arrangenents
for the special election"; and

Resol ution No. 230115, entitled

a "Resol ution proposing an anendnent to
The Phi | adel phia Hone Rule Charter to
establish the Ofice of the Chief Public
Safety Director of the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a; providing for the nethod of
appoi ntnment of the Chief Public Safety
Director and defining their powers,
duties, and areas of responsibility,"
respectfully reports it has consi dered
and anmended the sane and returns the
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attached bill and resolution to Council
with a favorabl e recommendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

The Chair again recogni zes
Counci | wman G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, M. President. | nove that the
rules of Council be suspended so as to
permt first reading this day of Bill No.
230106.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the rul es of
Counci | be suspended so as to permt
first reading this day of Bill No.
230106.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?
(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. This wll be placed on our
First Readi ng Cal endar for today.

Resol ution No. 230115 will be placed on
t he Final Passage Cal endar for our next
sessi on of Council.

That concl udes our reports from
comm ttee, and our next order of business
I's the consideration of the Cal endar.

| note that the bills just
reported fromcommttee with a suspension
of the rules have been deened to have had
their first reading. They will be on our
Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endar
at our next session of Council.

As there are no additional
bills on the First Reading Cal endar, the
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones for the
pur pose of calling up resol utions and
bills on the Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endar today.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. The follow ng resolutions
and bills are being called up from Second
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Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endars
t oday: Nos. 230040, 230071, 230072,
230135, 230136, 230138, 230139, 220244,
220736, and 220810. Al other bills and
resol uti ons are bei ng hel d.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you, Council man.

Before considering the bills
and resolutions, we will have our public
coment. These are the guidelines
est abl i shed:

Your public coment nust
concern matters on the Second Readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endar for possible
action at today's Council session.

Al'l the speakers nust sign up
in order to testify. |If you have not
al ready done so, you may do so at the

20 tabl e outside of the Chanbers where the

el Sergeant-At-Arns will take your nane.

22 Once you' ve signed up, you wll

23 be called in the order in which your nane

24 appears on the sign-up sheet. Today we

25 will have three mnutes to speak, but |
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ask you to please adjust your testinony
to reflect that three-mnute limt.

In order to be fair to all the
speakers, we intend to hold faithfully to
the established tine limt. So when you
begi n speaking, you will see a green
| ight on the podium \Wen that |ight
turns green, it wll be your tine to
speak. Wen the light turns yellow, you
w || have 30 seconds to concl ude your
remarks. And when the |light turns red,
we' d ask that you pl ease adhere to our
gui del i nes and concl ude your renarks.

Once those three m nutes have
passed, we will ask you to discontinue
and nove on for the next speaker.

We al so reserve the right
pursuant to the rules of Council to limt
repetitious conmment on the sanme subject
matter.

M. Decker, if you are
prepared, please call the first nane on
the |ist.

Agai n, thank you all for your
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wi llingness to participate in the public
comment today and participate in seeing
your governnent in action.

M. Decker.

CH EF CLERK: The first speaker
today, M. President, is Vicky Ung,
commenting on Bill 220244.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. UNG Good norning,
everyone. |'m President of Vietnanese
Anmerican community in Phil adel phia. |
would like to thank the City of
Phi | adel phia for allow ng our conmunity
to display the South Vietnam fl ag over
t he past several years.

This sinple but synbolic
gesture should be continued. The South
Vietnamflag is the identity of
Vi et nanese Anerican conmunity.
Recogni zi ng this can acknow edge the
contribution and experience of nearly
16, 000 Vi et nanese Anerican taxpayer.
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This is the sane flag that fly
high in the Vietnanese Anerican event
t hr oughout the Vi et nanese busi ness
district, |like on the 6th and Washi ngton
Avenue, at the Vietnam Veteran Menori al
where it's paired with the U S. flag, and
everywhere else in the Gty.

|"'mthe one that the treasurer,
that do fundraising with Vietnanese. W
rai se over $80,000 for that Penn Landi ng,
two flag there, the Vietnanese flag and
American flag right there.

Besi de paying a tax and being a
dutiful citizen, Vietnanese Anmerican have
served in the U S Arny, Navy, and al so
the Air Force. Qur Vietnanese Anerican
people that live in this country, we
honored to |ive here, and |I think we
shoul d honor this fine Vietnanese
Amer i can servicenen and our region by
di splay the South Vietnamfl ag.

Don't forget, 58,000 servicenen
die in Vietnam and 1,600 are still
mssing in action in Vietnam Let's
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raise the yellow flag at the Gty Hall to
pay the honmage to the bravery and service
of Vi etnam veteran and rai se awar eness
for those who still mssing. W nust not
forget about them

During the Vietnam War, many
Vi et nanese Phi | adel phia fight along with
U.S. servicenen. Wen the war ending, we
all suffer. The people work with or know
Anmeri can people, we be in the prison and
suffer many, many year under the
communi st they call reeducation canp,
where they nearly starve to death. They
were stripped to act as citizen and they
change the way of life.

The yellow flag synbolize where
we cone fromand our fight for the free
soci ety.

| am survivor of Vietnam War.
For those survivor, the communist-risen
officer red flag wwth yellow star in the
m ddl e elicits anger and profound sense
of loss. | have here so nmany, so nany
story about the communi st abuse, which
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Vi et nanese - -
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Ma'am can you wap it up.
M5. UNG So | urge you to pass
the Bill 220244.
Thank you.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
s Le-Quyen Vu, commenting on 220244.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good

nmor ni ng.
18 M5. VU, Good norning,
19 everyone. M nane is Le-Quyen Vu. | am
20 t he Executive Director of the New Chi nese
21 American Council. | amhere to offer ny
22 voice to represent all immigrants and
23 refugee in Phil adel phi a.
24 This bill is inportant because
25 this bill was introduced as a result of
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the rules of which flag and how flag is
being raised at Gty Hall.

The flag being raised at Gty
Hal | for sonme conmmunity in Phil adel phia
represent their struggle for freedom
their escape to Anerica.

Phil adel phia is a city that iIs
the birthplace of freedom Phil adel phia
is the Gty of brotherhood. So I am
asking all Councilnmen to introduce -- to
pass this bill, because this is the
bal ance and it fix the rule that was
br oken.

You are close to the people.
You |ive anong your constituent. This is
what your constituent wants, and | urge
you to please vote yes for this bill.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
for your testinony.
CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
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| S Serge Shal i ga.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Wl cone.

Pl ease state your nane for the record and
begi n your testinony.

(Wtness approached podium)

MR. SHALI GA: Dear
Counci | nrenber, dear audi ence, ny nane is
Serge Shaliga. | represent Bel arusi an
American comunity of Phil adel phia, G oup
Bel arus Freedom Phi | adel phi a, and
Nat i onwi de Organi zati on Associ ati on of
Bel arusi ans in Aneri ca.

On March 25th, 1919, the
Bel ar usi an Peopl e Republic was
percol ating, and the white, red, white
flag was established as the official flag
of Bel arus.

After the fall of the Sovi et
Union in 1991, the sane flag becane the
of ficial synbol of Belarusian
| ndependence and freedom \Wite, red,
white flag of Belarus was the flag that
President Bill dinton waved al ong the
Anmerican flag when he visited Belarus in
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1994. | will show this picture.

| n Bel arus, however, this
synbol of freedomis forbidden under
regime of Dictator Lukashenko. The use
of this flag can threaten innocent
Bel arusians with years in prison.

The current official red,
green, white flag is the forner flag of
t he Bel arusi an Sovi et Socialist Republic
and was re-established by the Dictator
Lukashenko in 1995. This flag is a
pai nful rem nder of the oppression
Bel arusi ans were subjected to during the
USSR and serious human rights abuse,
persecution, furity (ph), and the nurders
of Bel arusi an opposition nenbers and
single activities by Lukashenko regine.

Under this official red, green,
white, red flag, Russian mssiles are
| aunched fromthe Belarusian territory to
kill innocent UKrainians.

Therefore, I, Serge Shaliga, a
representative of the Bel arusi an Anerican
communi ty of Phil adel phia, appealing to
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Cty Council to pass Bill 220244, which
would allow the Gty Council to authorize
resol ution the display of our historical
Bel arusian white, red, white fl ag.

Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
for your testinony.

M. Decker.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker,
M. Chairman, is Joe Tran, conmenting on
220244.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Pl ease state
your nane for the record and begin your
t esti nony.

MR. TRAN. Joseph Tran.

Thank you. Thank you, and good
nmor ni ng, Council President and nenbers of
the Gty Council. M nane is Joseph
Tran, current student and President of
t he Phil adel phia student body and
government of the Phil adel phia Col |l ege of
Ost eopat hi ¢ Medi ci ne and Board nenber of
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t he Vi et nanese Anerican comunity of
Pennsyl vani a.

| am grateful for the
opportunity to be speaking here before
this body representing both the
Vi et nanese Anerican community of this
Commonweal th and the City of Philadel phia
i n support of Bill No. 220244.

The Vi et nanese Aneri can
community are people and children of
i mm grants, including nyself, many of
whom are refugees who have, |ike anong
many ot her groups throughout our nation's
hi story, have cone to call the United
States our hone in search of all the
values all Anericans hold dear, which is
denocracy, freedom and opportunity.

Today there are over two
mllion Vietnanese Anericans across the
United States, with al nost 45,000 in our
state and over 14,000 who reside here in
the Gty.

|"'ma first-generation
Vi et nanese Anerican who is proud to call
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Philly ny hone. Having been raised and
living here ny entire life, | am both
grateful for the opportunity that both
Anerica and the Gty of Brotherly Love
has given to ny famly and nyself, a
pl ace that gave ny father, who is
Presi dent of the Vietnanese Anerican
comuni ty of Pennsylvania, the
opportunity to pursue and practice
medi cine again and for ne to follow in
his footstep, being a student at the
Phi | adel phia Col | ege of Osteopathic
Medi ci ne where | currently serve as
St udent Gover nnent President,
representing our fine nmedical and
gr aduat e students.

| conme before you today again
to ask for your support as our elected
representatives to vote yes in this bill
in order to codify a formal solution to
recogni ze the Vi et nanese Anerican
heritage flag as the flag of the
Vi et nanese Anerican people and for the
Cty to officially support this flag and

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 52
3/ 2/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

3/2/23 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
Its raising as a synbol for our community
and its people.

This flag is nore than a synbol
of our people in diaspora. It is the
enbodi nent of the values and struggles in
the fight and nane for freedom equality,
and denocracy. But al nost over 60, 000
Aneri can troops have sacrificed and
spilled their blood during the Vietnam
War, values that are shared by us both as
Anericans and as free Vi etnanese peopl e.

As a country and city that
prides itself on diversity, equality, and
denocracy, | sincerely and hunbly ask
that this Gty Council sinply recognize
this fact for our people as one of many

18 groups that nake up our great city and
19 great country.
20 Thank you very nmuch for your
21 time.
22 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
23 for your testinony.
24 - - -
25 ( Appl ause.)
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CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
s Nghi Vo, commenting on 220244.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

MR VO Good norning. M/ nane
is Nghi Vo and I would like to give ny
coment to the Bill 220244.

The Phil adel phia flag raising
event is held as a way the Cty
governnent try to connect to various
refugees and inmgrant comrunities |iving
i n Phil adel phia. W were very happy to
cone to the City to recogni ze our
heritage, but |ast year Mayor Kenney
borrow directly fromthe State Depart nent
to forbid any flag to be raised at the
Cty flagpole if the flag is not
recogni zed by the U S. Departnent.

My question to everyone here,

i f we cannot raise the flag we want, then
what flag we should raise?

Effectively Mayor Kenney tells
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us that we have to show support the U S.
approved flag. That is the red flag of
t he communi st governnent in Vietnam

We once were political
refugees, and that is the reason why we
are here today and why we have been
admtted into this country. Mayor Kenney
tells us that go through the Cty Hall
and show affection and affiliations to
the communi st party. That is an irony
and does not make any sense.

The City flagpole is not a
federal property. The flag raising event
IS not an event to honor any gover nnent
del egates or any country. That event is
to recogni ze the various community of
i mm grants and refugees into
Phi | adel phi a.

Mayor Kenney shoul d know t hat
his (unintelligible) is deeply hurtful to
our community.

| would like to appeal to City
Council to approve this Bill 220244 so we
can deci de how we want to represent.
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There is a chance to offer petition that
we have nore than 1,500 persons sign to
support this bill.

Thank you for your tine.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you your testinony.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Ogbonna Hagi ns, commenting on 230139.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

MR HAG NS:. Geat norning,
everyone. QOgbonna Hagins, HA- GI-NS.

O course | amin agreenent
with renam ng the 4900 bl ock of Wl nut
Street Paul L. Robeson Way. | would Iike
to recite a quote by Paul Robeson.

"You want to shut up every
Negro who has the courage to stand up and
fight for rights of workers, and | have
been on many picket lines for the
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st eel workers too."

| n sone respects, at the sane
time that | agree with renam ng the 4900
bl ock of Wal nut Street to Paul Robeson
Way, | feel that the work of this body
shoul d al so refl ect what Paul Robeson was
about. Robeson also said, "to be free to
wal k the good Anerican earth as equal
citizens, to live without fear, to enjoy
the fruits of our toil, to give our
children every opportunity in life. The
dr eam whi ch we have held so long in our
hearts is today the destiny that we hold
i n our hands."

Council, you have the ability
to fulfill the works of Brother Robeson
i n Phil adel phia by not going along to get
al ong, not being selfish, and by fighting
and | obbying for econom c repair, other
words -- otherw se known as reparations.
Particularly in the Afro American
comunity, it would nake an incredible
di fference.

Unfortunately, sone of your
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former coll eagues have shown sel fi shness
by resigning to run for Mayor,
essentially gutting this body and nmaki ng
it a |lame duck Council.

Fi nal |y, Robeson fought for
civil rights for Afro Anericans. | ask
you, are you fighting for the Afro
American in this city? Are you fighting
for reparations for Afro Anericans in
this city? Do you know that crinme and
violence is as a result of poverty?

Al an Greenspan said that there
IS no debt that America cannot pay,
because it prints noney.

Pay the debt that's due to the
Afro Anerican, and | guarantee you you'll

see a reduction in the crine and vi ol ence

in this city.
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.
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CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
i s Lynn Landes, commenting on 210913.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. LANDES: Good norning. |'m
Lynn Landes of protocol sfordenocracy. org.

The current restriction on
public comments to agenda itens only is a
violation of the public's First Amendnent
right to petition the governnent for
redress of grievances as well as a
viol ati on of the Pennsyl vani a Sunshi ne
Act, which states quite clearly that Cty
Council shall provide a reasonable
opportunity for taxpayers to conmmrent on
matters of concern, official action, or
del i beration which are or nmay be before
t he board or Council prior to taking
of ficial action.

According to a 2015 deci si on of
the U S District Court in Duff versus
the Gty of Philadel phia, the nmain reason
Cty Council is getting away with this
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restriction is that they haven't actually
enforced it.

In the words of the court,
gquote, "The court finds the plaintiff has
failed to state a clai mupon which relief
may be granted because plaintiff has been
permtted to speak on non-agenda itens at
Cty Council neetings," unquote.

|f Gty Council's aimis to
manage public comments in a reasonabl e
manner, City Council can do that under
t he Sunshi ne Act, casel aw, and connon
sense.

Clearly, the public coment
period is not an opportunity for the
public to talk about their favorite
recipes, and it is reasonable to inpose
restrictions on the content of public
comrents for special hearings as well as
during regularly scheduled Cty Council
neetings and commttee neetings when
di scussing specific bills or resol utions,
but not for the entire duration of a
regul arly schedul ed public neeting.
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The Phi | adel phi a School Board
and other cities and towns do not inpose
this restriction on public comments for a
good reason. It's an unfair suppression
of our freedomto speak.

In this City of Liberty, it is
time to end this unconstitutional
restriction that has done untol d damage
to the public's trust and to their hunman
right to hear what their fellow citizens
have to say about their own governnent at
Cty Council neetings.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.
CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
i's David Ni xion, comenting on 220244.
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Davi d Ni xi on?
(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Not
her e.
CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
s Vince Feldnman, commenting on 220244.
(Wtness approached podium)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.
MR. FELDMAN. Thank you. Thank
you. Good norning. |'m Vince Fel dnman.
' m President of the Pennsyl vani a Chapter
of Children's Health Defense, and |
wanted to speak to a very inportant
matter of concern that has been before
this Council on this Council's agenda,
and that is the limting of speech in
t hi s Chanber.
Presi dent C arke, let us not
travel further from denocracy. Your
| egacy of keeping the Chanber shuttered
to i n-person neetings six nonths after
every major nunicipality in the nation
had reopened nust be examned in this
context. You cannot be a politician and
al so be ant hrophobi c.
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|"ve been told that sone of the
menbers by a fornmer Council nenber of this
Council enjoy the digital internediation
t hat Googl e Meets provi ded because of the
i nsul ation to the public it gave, and |
think that's a shane.

| "' m heartened to see that the
gal l eri es are now open today, and | hope
other restrictions that are being nade
that --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Excuse ne, sir. Are you talking about
the flag raising?

MR. FELDMAN:  |'m not.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: So
you' re supposed to, according to your
testi nony, talk about flag raising.

MR. FELDMAN. Right. [I'm
tal king exactly about that issue of being
restricted in ny speech.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: That
has nothing to do wth raising the fl ag.

MR FELDVMAN. But if you would
|i ke to stop ne because |I'm not speaking
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of that, | believe you'd be restricting
ny speech.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Ckay. I'mjust telling you. Based on
what you put down, that you were going to
speak about --

MR. FELDMAN.  And | | ook
forward to Ms. Landes who --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: No.
| hear you. |[|'mjust saying, we had this
conversation | ast week about peopl e going
beyond t he gui delines, but go ahead,
because we have to -- we have to --

MR. FELDMAN. |'m speaking as a
gri evance agai nst that requirenment that
we speak to a very specific issue. This
is a public --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
That's fine, but |'m saying the
gui delines in here say you have to speak
until we change the guidelines. That's
fine, sir. Go ahead, continue your
speech.

MR. FELDVAN. [t's a matter of
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concern that is limting the speech in
t hi s Chanber, and so that |'m concerned.

|"'mglad -- |I'mheartened to

see that the galleries are open today,
and | hope that continues to be -- these
restrictions be lifted, because a | ot of
them or nost of them are bereft of
science, this being a good exanpl e.

The attenpts to nuzzl e speech
must not be a part of this governnent.
There have only been di sastrous out cones
when censorship has been allowed to take
root. Do not violate the Constitution of
the state and of the nation in a vain
attenpt to stifle speech in this Chanber.

| call on Council nenbers and

18 the residents of this city to not support
19 public officials who want to nove away
20 fromlight and towards darkness.
el Thank you very nuch.
22 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
23 Thank you for your speech.
24 .- -
25 ( Appl ause.)
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CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her speakers on the public comment
list, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, M. Decker.

And, again, thank you all for
your public comment and your w | lingness
to participate in today's Council
sessi on.

W will now consider the bills
and the resolutions on the Second Readi ng
and Fi nal Passage Cal endar.

M. Decker, if you can, please
read the title of 230040.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
honoring the Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority,
| ncor porated on the occasion of their
92nd North Atlantic Regi onal Conference,
and declaring March 9, 2023 as "Al pha
Kappa Al pha Day" in the City of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Johnson.
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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove that Resol ution
No. 230040 be w t hdrawn.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. It has been noved and
seconded that the Resol ution No. 230040
be w t hdrawn.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

Resol uti on 230040 has been w t hdrawn.

M. Decker, read the title of
Resol uti on No. 230071.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
honori ng the Phil adel phia Tennis C ub for
bei ng the second ol dest Bl ack- owned
tennis club in the Country.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
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Chair recogni zes Counci | wonman Bass.

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that Resol ution
No. 230071 be w t hdrawn.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. It has been noved and
seconded that Resolution No. 230071 be
wi t hdr awn.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

Resol uti on No. 230071 has been w t hdrawn.

M. Decker, 230072.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
honoring the Wodford Tennis C ub for
bei ng the ol dest Bl ack-owned tennis club
in the country.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
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Chair recogni zes Counci | wonman Bass.

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that Resol ution
No. 230072 be w t hdrawn.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution No.
230072 be w t hdrawn.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
230072 has been wi t hdrawn.

M. Decker, 230135.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution also
nam ng North 41st Street between Parkside
Avenue and South Concourse Drive as
"Bar bara Daniel Cox Way," in honor of the
| at e Bar bara Dani el Cox, organizer of the
Bl ack Fam |y Reuni on.

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 69
3/ 2/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3/2/23 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci | man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President.

Just briefly, for those of you
who knew Bar bara Dani el Cox, right next
to the Webster definition of a boss was
her picture.

She was assertive before it was
fashi onable for wonen to raise their
voi ce. She raised her voice and al ways
provi ded a guiding path for young
adm ni strators to harken to.

Her | evel of inspection and
| nsi stence upon perfection was second to
none, and | am so very thankful to have
that type of exanple in ny life and
hundreds of others that have experienced
her gui dance.

Wth that, | nove for the
adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.
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aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Decker, 230136.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution also
nam ng the 5900 Bl ock of Media Street as
"James Rice Way", in honor of Janes Rice,
t he owner of Rice's Barbershop, which has
served the Carroll Park nei ghborhood of
Phi | adel phi a since 1951.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. | nove for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 71
3/ 2/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

3/2/23 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Decker, please read the
title of Resolution No. 230138.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
aut hori zing the Conmm ssioner of Public
Property to execute and deliver to the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent Authority
deeds conveying fee sinple title to 1728
Federal Street, 1213 Sout h Bonsall
Street, 2114 Manton Street, 1303 South
23rd Street and 1148 South d evel and

20 Street in the Second Council manic
el District.
22 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
23 Chai r recogni zes Counci |l man Johnson.
24 COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
25 Council President. | nove for the
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adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Decker, 230139.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
renam ng the 4900 bl ock of WAl nut Street
"Paul L. Robeson Way" to honor the life
and | egacy of Paul Leroy Robeson,

Esquire, Actor, Singer, Athlete, Lawyer,
Aut hor, Activist, Schol ar, Linguist and
American Hero. Recogni zing and honori ng
Phi | adel phia's Paul Leroy Robeson, on his
125th birthday and his exenplary service
to the world wth special acknow edgnent
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of his leadership in civil rights,
sports, and the arts.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci |l woman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMVOVMAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Council President.

Before I nove for the adoption
of the resolution, I'd like to say a few
wor ds about it.

Nam ng the 4900 bl ock of Wl nut
Street after Paul Leroy Robeson is ny
| mense privilege. Paul Robeson is and
was truly a renai ssance man. This actor,
singer, athlete, |awer, author,
activist, scholar, and |linguist paved the
way for Black artists across al nost every
medium His signature song, d' Man
Ri ver, remains one of the top show tunes
i n American history.

He shattered the glass ceiling
as the first African American to play
QG hell o on Broadway. He becane a staple
of the silver screen both in Holl ywood
and here in Philadel phia. And this only
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scratches the surface of what Paul
Robeson achi eved during his lifetine.

But rather than using his
success to avoid the struggl es pl agui ng
our country and our people during his
|ifetime, Paul Robeson used his platform
to stand up for oppressed communities and
people, and the United States government
rewar ded Paul Robeson for his activism by
brandi ng hi ma conmuni st synpat hi zer and
throwing himin front of the U S. House
Un- Anerican Activities Conmmttee,
resulting in his art becom ng banned from
publ i ¢ consunpti on.

So today we push back on that
i njustice by recogni zi ng Paul Robeson for
what he truly is, an Anerican hero whose
gr oundbr eaki ng | egacy still inspires
Bl ack children in Phil adel phia and across
the world 125 years after he was born.

And so with that, Council
President, | nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Decker, please read the
title of Bill No. 220244,

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anending Title 21 of The Phil adel phi a

Code, entitled "M scell aneous," by addi ng

a new Chapter 21-3300, entitled "Fl ag

Rai sings," to establish uniform standards
for flag raising cerenonies.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
bill having been read on two different
days, the question nowis shall the bill
pass finally.

M. Decker, call the roll.
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Bass.

Br ooks.

Driscoll.

Gaut hi er.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l woman

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l woman

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman

COUNCI LWOMAN GAUTHI ER: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman

G I nore Ri chardson.

Harrity.

Johnson.

COUNCI LWOMAN RI CHARDSON:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | woman

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG
3/ 2/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

3/ 2/ 23 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

Lozada.

COUNCI LWOMAN LQZADA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Squi | | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Council President
d arke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
The ayes are 14; the nays are

20 zero. A mjority of all nenbers present
21 having voted in the affirmative, the bill
22 passes.
23 M. Decker --
24 - - -
25 ( Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: M.
Decker, please read the title of Bill No.
220736.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anendi ng Section 21-1203 of The
Phi | adel phia Code, entitled "Appointnents
to Ctizens Police Oversight Comm ssion,”
by revising prohibited activities for
Comm ssi oners.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
bill having been read on two different
days, the question nowis shall the bill
pass finally.

M. Decker, call the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman

Bass.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
Br ooks.
COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.
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Gaut hi er.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l woman

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l woman

G I nore Ri chardson.

Harrity.

Johnson.

Lozada.

O Neill.

Phillips.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man
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Squi | | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Council President
d ar ke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Aye.

The ayes are 14; the nays are
zero. A mpjority of nmenmbers present
voting in the affirmative, the bill
passes.

M. Decker, 220810.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zing the Procurenent Comm ssi oner
to enter into agreenents to purchase
el ectricity, natural gas and notor fuel
for use by the City in City facilities
and vehicles, including agreenents that
obl i gate paynent for delivery of such
energy supplies in future fiscal years.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
bill having been read on two different
days, the question nowis shall the bill
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pass finally.

Bass.

Br ooks.

Driscoll.

Gaut hi er.

M. Decker, call the roll.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l woman

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l woman

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l woman

COUNCI LWVOVAN GAUTHI ER: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l woman

G I nore Ri chardson.

Harrity.

Johnson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man Jones.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman

Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Squi |l | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Council President
d arke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Aye.

The ayes are 14; the nays are
zero. A mpjority of all nenbers present
voting in the affirmative, the bill
passes.

M. Decker, do you have
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addi ti onal resol utions?

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
recogni zi ng and supporting the
acconpl i shnents of wonen and girls
t hr oughout hi story on the occasi on of
Wnen's History Month, introduced today
by Councilwoman G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci |l woman G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, M. President. | nove the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.
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CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honori ng and cel ebrati ng Representative
Joanna E. Mcdinton, Esquire on her
historic election as the first Bl ack
worman and first woman Speaker of the
Pennsyl vani a House of Representatives,
| ntroduced today by Councilwonman G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Counci | wonman
G | nore Richardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, M. President. | enthusiastically
nove the adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and ent husiastically properly
seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?
(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honori ng and congratul ati ng Chanpi ons of
t he Week, the Julia R Masterman
Laboratory and Denonstration School's
Debate Team on their success in the 48th
Uni versity of Pennsyl vani a Debate
Tour nanent, introduced today by
Counci | mran Thommas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOMAS: Thank you,
Counci | President.

Thank you for your support,
col | eagues.

| nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

20 (Duly seconded.)
21 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
22 been noved and properly seconded.
23 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
24 aye.
2° (Aye.)

LEXI TAS

215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 86
3/ 2/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

3/2/23 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
condemmi ng the acts of vandalismthat
t ook place at the Masjidullah Center for
Human Excel l ence on February 24, 2023,
and honoring the officers of the 14th
Police District for apprehendi ng the
suspect, and further declaring there
shall be No Hate in Qur State, introduced
t oday by Council man Jones and Counci |l man
Phillips.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: I n

20 conjunction with my col |l eague Council man

el Phillips, I nove for the adoption.

22 (Duly seconded.)

23 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's

24 been noved and properly seconded.

25 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
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aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
congratul ati ng the Audenried H gh School
G rls Basketball Team on w nning the 2023
Publ i ¢ League Chanpi onshi p agai nst
| motep Hi gh School, introduced today by
Counci | man Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Before
Counci | man Johnson nmekes a notion on
that, | just wanted to first thank him
for being the [ eader on that. | just
wanted to al so acknow edge all of the
fol ks who nmade Saturday's event a huge
success.

| know we have our
Superintendent here as well as our School
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Board President. It was an amazi ng
event, an amazi ng at nosphere. The
sisters and the brothers were absol utely
amazing, and | just wanted to put that on
the record before Council nenber Johnson
made a noti on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank vyou,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Council President. | nmake a notion -- |

make a notion for adoption of the
resol ution.

20 (Duly seconded.)
21 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
22 been noved and properly seconded.
23 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
24 aye.
2° (Aye.)

LEXI TAS

215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 89
3/ 2/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

3/2/23 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
aut hori zing the Commttee on Commerce and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent to hold hearings
regarding strategies to ignite business
and job growh and to nake Phil adel phia a
nore economcally conpetitive city,

i ntroduced today by Council man Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Counci | man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Council President. | make a notion to
nove the resol ution.

20 (Duly seconded.)
21 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
22 been noved and properly seconded.
23 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
24 aye.
2° (Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honori ng and recogni zi ng broadcasti ng
pi oneer Patty Jackson for her induction
to the Philadel phia Miusic Alliance Wal k
of Fame and congratul ating Ms. Jackson
for breaking new ground as the first
femal e radi o personality to be inducted
to the Wal k, introduced today by
Counci | man Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Council man

18 Johnson.

19 COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

20 Council President. | nove for the

el adoption of the resol ution.

22 (Duly seconded.)

23 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's

24 been noved and properly seconded.

25 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
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aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
congratul ating Shayla Smth, 15-year-old
Audenri ed sophonore, for becom ng the
fastest girls' basketball player to score
1, 000 points in Public League history,

i ntroduced today by Council man Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Council President. | nove for the
adoption of the resol ution.

20 (Duly seconded.)
21 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
22 been noved and properly seconded.
23 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
24 aye.
2° (Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
recogni zi ng the work and contri butions of
| i fel ong nurse and | abor organi zer
Patricia (Patty) Eakin, who built worker
power for the benefit of Phil adel phia
nurses and patients and whose | eadership
and nentorship has inspired generations
of activists and leaders in the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a, introduced today by
Counci | wonman Br ooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci | woman Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Thank

20 you, Council President. | nove for the

el adoption of this resolution.

22 (Duly seconded.)

23 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's

24 been noved and properly seconded.

25 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
LEXI TAS

215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 93
3/ 2/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3/2/23 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honoring Myra Brown for being the first
African Anerican female to be designated
to the position of Board Chair of Wnen's
Way Organi zati on, her exenplary work
t hroughout the city of Phil adel phia, and
| eader shi p anong wonen, introduced today
by Counci | woman Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci | woman Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Wl |, thank
you, M. President.

| wanted to just take a brief
nonment before | call for the adoption of
the resolution, because | really wanted
to make sure that people knew and
under st ood what a very special person
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that Myra Brown is and all that she's
done here in the City of Philadel phia for
its citizens.

And, you know, in the title of
the resol ution, we acknow edge Myra for
being the Board Chair, the first African
Ameri can wonman Board Chair of Wnen's
Way, which is incredibly significant.
It's a huge organi zati on that does a | ot
of work around wonen's issues and has
been around for a very long tine. And so
for us to just have a woman of color, an
African Anerican woman, | eading that
organi zation, | think it's incredibly
significant.

And I'mgoing to ask Myra to
just stand, if she woul d.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWMOVAN BASS: And it's an
organi zati on dedicated to the advancenent
of wonen, girls, and gender and raci al
equity. She has al so been an
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| nstrunmental Board nenber on the Board of
Directors for organizations like Philly
Grls Rock -- or Grls Rock Philly, the
Al DS Law Project of Philadel phia, and the
Phi | adel phia I nternational Airport
Capacity Enhancenent Project.

Myra was nanmed in 2019 Wonman of
and M nority Business Leader of the Year
by the Phil adel phi a Busi ness Journal, and
as Chief Executive of NWON Qpportunities,
she provi des work readi ness and career
prepar edness wor kshops and training to
j obseekers. NWON al so hel ps busi nesses
nmeet their staffing needs while
busi nesses -- building a skilled
wor kf or ce.

And the one thing that's not
nmentioned here that really is near and
dear to ny heart is the work that Myra
does with the N cetown-Tioga Library.

And so we've had a wonderful programthat
Myra and | put together over at

Ni cetown-Tioga Library to nake sure that

there was job readi ness and skills being
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offered at that library two days a week.
They're there all day. And they're
really having an incredible inpact and
havi ng fol ks cone in, get the training,
and get very high-paying jobs.

And so we hope -- Myra, stand
back up. W hope that we woul d be able
to have sone comments, but |I'mgoing to
ask David to stand up with her. David is
a young nman that Myra recruited fromthe
nei ghbor hood, who is now working with
NWON and who is noving forward in his
career, and one of those high-paying
j obseekers who is now fully enpl oyed and
just has a wonderful future ahead of him

And when we just give people a

18 chance, it makes all the difference in
19 t he worl d.
20 So thank you to Myra, and | am
21 honored --
22 - - -
23 ( Appl ause.)
24 oo -
25 COUNCI LWOVMAN BASS: | am
LEXI TAS
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honored to call for the adoption of this
resolution, M. President.

(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. |It's been noved and properly
seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honoring the Phil adel phia Tennis Cub for
bei ng the ol dest Bl ack-owned tennis cl ub

20 in the Country, introduced today by

21 Counci | worman Bass.

22 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The

23 Chai r agai n recogni zes Counci |l wormran Bass.

24 COUNCI LWOMAN BASS: Thank you,

25 M. President. | nove for the adoption
LEXI TAS
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of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honoring the Wodford Tennis C ub for
bei ng the ol dest Black tennis club in the
state of Pennsylvani a, introduced today
by Counci | woman Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci | woman Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her resol utions on the Final Passage
Cal endar, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you very nuch.

It is now that tine.

Ckay. Folks, it is that tine.
The tinme has cone to consider the Mayor's
presentation of his annual budget.

The Phi | adel phi a Hone Rul e
Charter states that the Mayor shall
submt to Council, no later than 90 days
before the end of the fiscal year, his
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operati ng budget nessage and proposed
oper ati ng budget ordi nance for the
ensui ng fiscal year.

At the sane tine, the Mayor
shall submt to Council the recomended
capital program and the capital budget as
received fromthe Cty Pl anning
Conmmi ssion, to the extent approved by the
Mayor .

| now appoint the foll ow ng
conmmttee to escort the Mayor into the
Counci | Chanbers: Council nan Jones,
Counci I man Squilla, Councilwonman Bass,
and Counci | woman G I nore R chardson.

(Brief pause.)

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS: Counci |
President, the Mayor has arrived.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

Ladi es and gentlenen, |I'm
pl eased to introduce the Mayor of the
Cty of Phil adel phia, Myor Janes F.
Kenney.

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 101
3/ 2/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3/ 2/ 23 - STATED - BUDGET ADDRESS
( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, M. Mayor. Wl cone back.

MAYOR KENNEY: Thank you. It's
been a while.

Before | start, | want to
acknow edge t he presence of one of our
great State Representatives, Nbrgan
Cephas. | was told she was here.

There she is. Thank you.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR KENNEY: Thanks for all
your hard work. You really do us proud.
So thank you. | appreciate it. And
real |y happy about our new Speaker.
| sn't that wonderful ?

So good norning, everybody, and
| et me begin by thanking Council
President Darrell O arke and nenbers of
Cty Council for the invitation to speak
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here today.

| "' m happy to be back in this
Chanber as we kick off the annual process
of creating our city's budget.

The last tinme | gave this
speech in person was March 5th, 2020.
Only 17 days later, COVID- 19 shut down
our city and changed our lives
dramatically.

Looki ng around ne this norning
and t hi nki ng about the uncertainty and
the seism c sudden changes we have
navi gat ed together since 2020, | am
overwhel ned with admration for our city,
its residents, and public servants and ny
fellow Cty | eaders. W have |ived and
| ed t hrough history.

Toget her we have navi gated and
continue to lead our city through a
gl obal pandenmic, a nationw de reckoni ng
on racial injustice, and a national
crisis of gun violence that is causing
heart break and pain for too many famlies
and comuni ti es across Phil adel phi a.
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| ook forward to working wth
this esteened body of elected |eaders to
adopt a budget that reflects our
commtnents to equity and progress, and
prioritizes sustainability and fi scal
stability so that our city is ready for
any changes and all the opportunities
that the future hol ds.

| also want to take this nonment
to recogni ze and thank Council President
C arke, who has served in this role for
the entirety of our Adm nistration and
has been a val ued col | eague for nuch
| onger than that.

Darrell and | spent a | ot of
time after | was el ected envi sioni ng what
we could acconplish during our tine in
of fice.

So | want to give hima round
of appl ause. He deserves it.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR KENNEY: Things |ike
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community schools and better funding for
public education, affordable housing, and
new jobs. | amso proud of what we've
achi eved, and thank you very nuch,

M. President.

Together with all our Cty
Council, we will build on our success and
finish wth energy, nonentum and a
strong foundation for our city's next
chapter.

As we begin the budget process,
| want to acknow edge the nonths of work
al ready conpl et ed before today.

Qur vision for the final budget
of this Adm nistration is to nake
i nvestments that provide quality services
and infrastructure for residents,
mai ntain the Gty's fiscal health, reduce
racial disparities, and achi eve equitable
out cones.

We have asked City departnents
to ensure that their budget proposals are
designed with racial equity as a guiding
principle, and we have continued to
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| nprove our budget process to include
nore voi ces and nore input froma diverse
group of enpl oyees and residents.

Thi s budget cycle we held 15
community focus groups with residents,
Si X sessions with | ocal organizations
across many sectors, and five enpl oyee
focus groups.

This process reveal ed that we
all agree on what's inportant to our
shared future: education, public safety,
racial equity and alleviation of poverty,
housi ng, and quality and accessi bl e
services and infrastructure.

These priorities refl ect our
concern for each other. They are our
city's values, and I couldn't be nore
honored to be this city's mayor. | am
confident that together we can pass a
budget we can all be proud of.

As we entered 2023, |
reaffirmed our commtnent to the
priorities that have gui ded ne since the
begi nning of our first term These
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priorities include quality education for
all, a safer and nore just Phil adel phi a,
t hriving nei ghborhoods, and i ncl usive
growt h and econom ¢ opportunity.

W have nmade progress in each
of these areas, but there is still urgent
work left to do, and this budget features
new and i nmedi ate i nvestnents that wll
bring nore opportunities, supports, and
services to all Phil adel phi ans.

Seven years ago | told Gty
Council that together we could expand
quality pre-K, create community school s,
i nvest in our public spaces, and help
smal | busi nesses.

We took on corporate interests
to pass the beverage tax, and as a
result, today there are nore than 13, 000
children who have attended free, quality
pre-K funded by the Gty.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR KENNEY: And now, partly
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because of President darke's urging, and
now 10, 000 students and their famlies
are benefiting for expanded activities at
communi ty school s.

W didn't stop there. Fromthe
Catto Schol arship to the PHLConnect Ed,
we've prioritized education during our
second termas well.

Providing our children with
hi gh-quality services and opportunities
frominfancy to adulthood is still the
absol ute best thing that we can do for
them and for our city.

W have nmade historic
commtnments to public education over the
| ast two terns, totalling over
$1.68 billion in new revenue.

Qur partnershi p has hel ped the
School District establish new fiscal
stability. They've achi eved an
| nvest nent - grade bond rating, and their
projected fund balance at the end of this
fiscal year is an inpressive 591 mllion.
Different fromthe old days when | first
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was i n Council.

This year we wll follow
t hrough on our commtnents to fund public
school s and invest $1.4 billion in the
School District over the life of the Five
Year Plan, in addition to the local tax
revenues that support the District.

Qur proposed budget for FY24
i ncludes a $282 mllion contribution to
the District. That's 171 percent hi gher
than it was the year before ny first
term

In ny 2020 budget address, |
announced our plans to create a Gty
schol arship for the Comunity Coll ege of
Phi | adel phi a, and despite the financi al
uncertainty brought on by the pandem c,
we foll owed through and established the
Qctavius Catto Schol arship that year.

To date, over 1,400 Catto
Schol ars have received tuition-free
enrol | ment, funds for basic needs, and
wr apar ound support services. | am proud
that we held firmon this conm tnent,
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because this program has been vital for
many students' recovery fromthe pandem c
and their plans for the future.

Here are just a few stories:

Tabat ha Bywater works full-tine
in the Jefferson Health radiol ogy
departnment while raising twwns. She is a
Catto Schol ar studyi ng heal thcare so she
can advance in her field.

Tabat ha says, quote, "This
schol arship has given ne the opportunity
to finally be able to reach the goals |
have not only set for nyself, but for ny
growing famly. Thank you for granting
me this wonderful opportunity and thank
you for being just as invested in ny
future as I am"

Norma Nicholas is a 40-year-old
Catto Scholar and an imm grant to the
U.S. She says the schol arshi p has given
her the opportunity to show her children
that anything is possible.

She earned her CGED | ast year,
and is studying healthcare in hopes of

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 110
3/ 2/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3/2/23 - STATED - BUDGET ADDRESS
becom ng a nurse. She says, quote, "I am
going to take advantage of this chance to
be a good role nodel for ny famly, to
work hard, and to fulfill ny potential."

Anot her schol ar, Christina
Tsan, is her parents' oldest child, and
says she felt like, quote, a mllion
bucks, when she told them she could go to
college for free. The scholarship turned
her dream of getting a debt-free coll ege
education into a tangible reality.

Christina is here today.
Christina, thank you for sharing your
story. W are all incredibly proud of
you and your cl assnates.

Coul d you pl ease stand.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR KENNEY: Hearing these
stories makes ne feel like a mllion
bucks.

The Catto Schol arshi p nakes
dreans possi ble, not just for individual
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students, but for their famlies as well.

To neet the increasing demand
for this anti-poverty initiative and
prepare nore Phil adel phians for the
academ c and professional success they
dream of , the proposed budget w |
dedicate $11.6 mllion to Catto
Schol arshi ps in FY24.

W will also invest a total of
nore than $270 mllion in our city's
Community Col |l ege through FY28 to ensure
this vital institution renmains accessible
and affordable, while offering the
gqual ity educational opportunities that
Phi | adel phi ans need for post-secondary
success.

And for our youngest | earners,
this year's budget wll create 950 new
PHLpreK seats in FY24, bringing the
programs size to 5,250 seats total.

That's over 5,000 children --
it's nore than the nunber of freshman
students at Tenple -- attending
Cty-funded pre-K each year.
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| am extrenely proud of what
this program has acconplished in just six
years, serving nore than 13,000 children,
fundi ng di verse nei ghbor hood busi nesses,
expandi ng the nunber of quality pre-K
seats cityw de, and creating
opportunities for caregivers to find
enpl oynent, work additional hours to save
for their famlies, or even go to school
t hensel ves.

Most inportantly, it's giving
children the quality early education that
t hey surely deserve, which prepares them
for early literacy and academ c success.

When we nake investnents in
education, especially in the youngest
| earners, we're investing in a process
t hat takes | onger than an el ection cycle
to prove its full potential. But the
wait is worth it.

We recently heard from one of
our first PHLpreK famlies. D ana' s son
Mason attended pre-K at Prodi gy Learning
Center, which is one of the first pre-K
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centers we partnered with when PHLpreK
started in 2017.

The PHLpreK program al | owed
Di ana to send her youngest son to a pre-K
center she trusted w thout worrying about
the financial burden of his tuition.
Because Mason was enrolled in a
safe and enriching environnent during the
day, Diana was able to earn her
Bachel or's degree in 2017 and her MBA in
2018. She al so earned a Master of
Education in 2020, and now works for the
Def ender Associ ati on of Phil adel phi a.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR KENNEY: Today, Mason is
in the 4th grade and earni ng outstandi ng
grades, which his nomcredits to his
excel l ent pre-K experience.

Di ana al so thanks the PHLpreK
program for supporting Mason to grow
enotionally and facilitating a strong
part nershi p between her and her son's
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t eachers.

This is the incredible story of
just one pre-K famly. Wth the
expansi on proposed in this budget, nore
than 18,000 children will have attended
PHLpreK by the end of our term This is
an extraordi nary acconplishnent for our
city.

Est abl i shi ng and expanding this
programis the highlight of ny career,
and | ook forward to its continued
success in the years to cone.

While we continue to invest in
pl aces of learning, it is just as
| nportant that we invest in the places
where our residents live.

Rebuild is an historic
| nvestnent in public spaces, transformng
rec centers, libraries, and playgrounds
t hat have | anguished for far too | ong.

Wth the program now i n high
gear, we are commtting $47.5 mllion of
conbi ned new borrow ng and operati onal
support for Rebuild in FY24.
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This wll help us reach our
goal of 80 percent of |owincone
households living within a mle of a
recently renovated public space by the
end of the calendar year. W have over
20 groundbreaki ngs and at |east 15
ri bbon-cuttings planned in 2023.

And I et nme be clear, because |
think there is sone confusion in the
press. W have doubl ed down on our
commitnent to Rebuild even in the face of
t he sector-w de cost increases.

We are dedicating all the
dol l ars needed to bring 72 sites to
wor | d-cl ass standards that we and the
Cty Council have prom sed our
communi ties, and we renmain dedicated to
working with community nenbers to ensure
that their vision is reflected in every
pr oj ect .

Rebuild is a wn-win program
that transforns lives as well as
facilities, by offering support and
opportunities for underrepresented
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busi nesses and workers.
The construction projects have
a mnority and wonen-owned busi ness
participation rate of nore than
65 percent.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR KENNEY: And we wi Il nake
sure those spaces are consistently
available to the public by commtting
$14 mllion over five years to nmake sure
every library branch has the staff it
needs to provide residents with
dependabl e five-day service, with an
additional $37 mllion commtted to
expandi ng service at all branches back to
si x days per week.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR KENNEY: Just | ast
weekend, we hit an inportant m | estone as
t en nei ghbor hood branches reopened for
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Sat urday service.

Wth new funds fromthe budget
we passed together |ast year, | amso
proud that our Parks and Rec team has
been able to open 66 recreation centers
on the weekends, with all rec centers
bei ng open on the weekends by the end of
2023.

And in this budget we have
added another $1.7 mllion in Parks and
Rec inclusion plan, which ensures that
facilities are nore accessible and
wel com ng to everyone, including
i ndi viduals with disabilities.

W will also sustain our
i nvestnents in arts and cul ture, which
over seven years have funded 700 free,
famly-friendly cultural events in
Phi | adel phi a nei ghbor hoods, prioritizing
| ow-i ncone zi p codes.

We are proud of the nunber of
public art projects in nei ghborhoods and
the increased diversity in the stories
being told through public art.
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We al so | ook forward to working

with Council to support the African
American Museum in Phil adel phia as they
prepare to nove to 18th and Vine, where
they belong. | amvery excited for their
i ncredi ble collection and prograns to
join our other iconic institutions along

the Parkway. This is inportant. |It's
really inportant.
| ' m pl eased --
( Appl ause.)
MAYOR KENNEY: | am pl eased

that our continued focus on reliable Cty
services is working. Qur on-tinme trash
pi ck-up is at the highest consistent rate
I n al nost a decade, and in 2022, the new
street sweeping program cl eaned nore than
16,000 mles of street, a distance
equi valent to traveling two-thirds around
the way of the gl obe.

The program al so renoved al nost
800 tons of debris in high need
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nei ghbor hoods across the City.

In this budget, we are making
new i nvestnents in sanitation services,
including a $2.5 nmillion investnent to
expand street sweeping and $4 mllion for
the creation of another crew to address
t he chal |l enges presented by il egal
dunpi ng i n nei ghborhoods across the City.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR KENNEY: And | want to
i ntroduce sone of the newest nenbers of
the Streets Departnent over here with us
t oday.

Qur first cohort of Public
Safety Enforcenment Oficers started with
the Gty on Monday. They are the first
civilian Gty enployees to provide
of ficial support for pedestrians,
cyclists, and drivers.

You wi Il see them worKking
during peak traffic tinmes to address
congestion, pronote safety, and hel p our
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residents and visitors travel the Cty
nore easily.

It takes dedi cated, skilled
people to deliver the services |'ve
nentioned and reach the goals that we
have set for the budget process.

And just |ike nmany other
enpl oyers, one of the greatest challenges
we' ve faced after the pandemic is hiring
and retaini ng workers.

To nmake sure we are doing all
we can to help departnents hire the
wor kers they need, the FY24 budget w |
provide an additional $1.9 mllion to the
O fice of Human Services to support
| nprovenents to the way we recruit and
hire.

| want to thank Gty Council
for their support with this urgent issue
facing the Cty, which includes creating
a Special Commttee on Retention and
Recrui t mrent of Muni ci pal Wbrkers.

As this group convenes and as
we work together to pass a budget, we
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w ll make sure we are prioritizing the
needs of City workers, current and
future. Qur first goal with this work
wll be to ensure that the | owest paid
Cty workers are paid enough to sustain
their famly's needs.

We've al so made commtnents in
this budget to fund our | abor agreenents.

Public service does not need to
be a sacrifice. Al workers should be
able to live here confortably, with
benefits that support them and their
fam i es.

Wi |l e poverty in Phil adel phia
s at a 15-year |ow, we know t hat
econom ¢ hardship and the overall cost of
| iving are urgent challenges for far too
many residents cityw de.

One way we are addressing this
| S advancing our commtnent to raci al
equity, establishing a $5 mllion fund in
FY24 to clear crimnal justice-rel ated
debts that create barriers to enpl oynent
and opportunity.
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( Appl ause.)

MAYOR KENNEY: We want to
support, not penalize, people who are
taking the right steps to keep their
| ives on track.

The Five Year Plan wll also
expand on our collective commtnent to
af f ordabl e housi ng, housing stability,
and housing opportunities for people
experi enci ng honel essness.

We are investing $29 mllion
over five years into eviction prevention,
| ncl udi ng expandi ng the Right to Counsel
program whi ch guarantees free |egal
assi stance with eviction proceedi ngs for
| ow-i ncone residents in the zip codes
nost affected by evictions.

We all agree that any
honel essness i s too nmuch honel essness,
and I'mglad to report that our
housi ng-first approach in Philadelphiais
maki ng significant strides.
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The Cty's honel ess prevention
and rapid rehousing efforts have reduced
honel essness by 22 percent in the | ast
five years, and famly honel essness has
been reduced by an incredible 42 percent.
Qur efforts won't end there,.
W are investing $6.7 mllion over five
years to create 100 new supportive
housi ng units for people who are
chroni cally honel ess.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR KENNEY: And we know t hat
this nodel is 90 percent successful in
preventing a return to honel essness.

W are also commtting
$3.2 mllion over five years to operate
Sanctuary Village, which will be
Phil adel phia's first tiny hone community.

And we are commtted to
sust ai ni ng the Kensi ngton-focused
Encanpnent Resol ution Team which nmakes
daily contact with people experiencing
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honel essness, offers connections to
treatnent, housing and services, and
responds to nei ghborhood concerns.

Thanks to funding fromthe
nati onal opioid settlenent, we are
i nvesting in community-driven planning
and sol utions in Kensington.

W are also using the funds to
address the overdose crisis with expanded
outreach and engagenent, and reduced
barriers to treatnent through nobile
supports.

Ensuring thriving nei ghborhoods
across the City also requires us to plan
ahead and i nvest now to prepare for a
war mer and wetter climate.

To that end, the FY24 budget
i ncl udes $20 mllion of new borrow ng and
operating support for the planned
transformati on of FDR Park, which is the
first park plan in Phil adel phia's history
to incorporate clinmte change
pr oj ecti ons.

FDR Park is a wel com ng space
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for diverse and underserved conmuniti es,
and a sanctuary for local wildlife.

The plan will address frequent
and future flooding so that this historic
park i s accessible and preserved for
generations to cone.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR KENNEY: W know t hat
cli mate change presents an el evat ed
threat to communities of color in
Phi | adel phia, and this is in part due to
the centuries of system c raci smthat
have shaped our city's nei ghborhoods and
i nfrastructure.

18 To confront this, |last year we

19 est abl i shed the Phil adel phi a

20 Envi ronnmental Justice Advi sory Commi ssion

21 to engage residents in the process of

22 fixing historic injustices and buil di ng

23 resiliency for the future.

24 The Five Year Plan will provide

25 $1 mllion over five years to fund the
LEXI TAS
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Commi ssion and provide direct funding to
communi ties working to address this goal.

The FY24 budget al so incl udes
$22 mllion across 12 departnents to
maxi m ze the historic opportunity
presented by the federal Bipartisan
| nfrastructure Law, which is already
yi el ding results and bringing
transformative opportunities to
Phi | adel phia communi ti es.

To date, the Cty has won nore
than $136 million in five nmajor
conpetitive BIL grants, in addition to
$450 mllion expected in surface
transportation fornula funds.

Whil e we make plans for our
city's future, we are ever-m ndful of the
urgent crises facing us today.

The chal | enges of the pandem c
have precipitated an alarmng rise in gun
vi ol ence across the nation and here in
Phi | adel phia as well.

| know that ending this crisis
IS an urgent and personal priority for
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every elected official in this room And
there is no higher priority for our
Adm nistration. Public safety is a
pre-condition for every single one of our
goal s.

Last year we announced a record
| nvestnment in gun violence wth your
hel p, and this year's $233 mllion budget
wi Il keep up the nonmentumas we roll out
this year's public safety and cri m nal
justice i nvestnent.

This includes $50 million for a
new forensic | ab and anot her
$14.7 mllion over five years for new
forensic specialists.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR KENNEY: We are al so
commtting $9.2 mllion over five years
to Qperation Pinpoint, which deploys
additional police resources to the places
where violent crinmes occur the nost.

Operation Pinpoint carried out
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a significant redeploynent in four areas
across the City at the end of 2022.

We know hiring is crucial to
our success here, and the Five Year Plan
invests a mllion dollars in recruitnent
for the Police Departnent with a focus on
di versity, equity, and inclusion.

In FY24, we wll work to
further reduce shootings by continuing to
partner wwth the Gvic Coalition to Save
Li ves, and | am pl eased to announce the
| at est devel opnent in this partnership,
which is that we wll soon wel cone
Estell e Richman as the Managi ng
Director's Senior Advisor for Gun
Vi ol ence Intervention.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR KENNEY: Draw ng on her
years of public |eadership and service to
the Gty and State, Estelle wll work
closely with the dedicated teans of Gty
staff and community | eaders who are
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working at this every day.

Together, we will continue to
expand ongoing efforts to intervene with
| ndi vidual s at the very highest risk of
bei ng involved in gun viol ence, and
strengthen the coordi nation to keep these
| ndi vidual s alive.

One of the key proposals in
this effort is the G oup Viol ence
| ntervention, or GVI. Earlier this week
we shared a prom sing evaluation of this
nationally recogni zed nodel, which
| onered the average rate of weekly
shootings by up to 50 percent anong
participating groups here in
Phi | adel phi a.

We are naking new i nvest nents
in the programw th this budget by
allocating an additional $1.4 mllion in
stipends to encourage participation.

And we are investing in a Youth
Leader Programrun by the Phil adel phi a
Comm ssion on Human Rel ations, which w |
bring conflict resolution training to
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hi gh school students.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR KENNEY: We will continue
to partner wwth the School District to
prioritize student safety so children
feel safe and welcone in places of

10 | ear ni ng, show up every day, and access
11 all the services and acadenic
12 opportunities that their schools offer.
13 Qur collective attention to
14 this crisis is making a difference.
15 | am grateful for the support
16 of City Council, our police officers and
17 partners in public safety, and the nany
18 departnments and agenci es wor ki ng ar ound
19 the clock to prevent violent crine
20 t hrough proven interventions and
el comruni ty investnent.
22 Their work is literally saving
23 | ives.
24 .- -
25 ( Appl ause.)
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MAYOR KENNEY: They know, and |
know, that we can't nove fast enough on
this issue. So we wll continue to
i nvest in the strategies that are working
to accelerate their inpact.

And we w il continue to call on
sone state legislators to hel p us address
the reckless availability of firearns in
our city. It is unacceptable for
| awmakers in Harrisburg to keep us from
saving the |lives of our own residents.

The comon denom nator in every
fatal shooting is a weapon, and we need
to be able to adopt gun policies that are
saving lives in other states and ot her
cities.

Wth every challenge that we
face together, | remain confident that
this city wll prevail.

Looki ng back on our recovery
fromthe pandemc, | amnore optimstic
t han ever about Phil adel phia's grow h and
the opportunities we can create for our
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residents and future generations.

Three years ago, our city cane
to a standstill and this governnent
pi voted to address an unprecedent ed
crisis affecting every single person in
Phi | adel phia. W knew our city's
resilience woul d see us through, but we
di dn't know when.

Today, children are back in
school, Center Cty's coneback is
nati onal news, airport travel is up nore
t han 25 percent conpared to | ast year,
and new busi nesses are opening, arriving,
and expandi ng here with the same pl uck
and i nnovation that our city has known
since its founding.

( Appl ause.)

MAYCOR KENNEY: Last year we
announced that Chubb, one of the world's
| ar gest i nsurance conpanies, wll build
and open a new Phil adel phia office in
2026, creating the conpany's | argest
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office in North Anerica as well as 1,250
new j obs.

Phi | adel phia w il have yet
anot her chance to shine on the world
stage as a 2026 World Cup host city.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR KENNEY: These
opportunities are a testanent to the work
t hat we have done to support business,
startups, and commercial corridors while
fostering equity and incl usion.

Phi | adel phia is a worl d-cl ass
city, and everyone is welcone to |ive,
wor k, and play here.

Thi s budget will sustain our
commtnents to inclusive growth by
further |owering business and wage taxes,
whi ch are already the | owest they've been
I n decades.

W are also continuing to
support the Quality Jobs Initiative
Program which wll provide grants to

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 134
3/ 2/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3/2/23 - STATED - BUDGET ADDRESS
busi nesses that create new, quality jobs
accessi ble to all Phil adel phians.

| think we can all agree that
an accessible, safe, and reliable transit
systemis essential to growh and equity
i n any major city.

Qur budget includes two maj or
i nvestnments that will reduce the burden
of transit costs on Philadel phia famlies
and pronote SEPTA ri dership.

By bringing nore riders into
the system we can build an even
stronger, faster, and safer systemfor
everyone and reduce em ssions in our

regi on.

Over the next two years, we
Wil commt $62 million to pilot a
zero-fare transit programthat will serve

at | east 25,000 Phil adel phia residents
who are near or below the poverty |evel.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR KENNEY: Thi s nmeans much
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nore than a free trip. In a recent
communi ty needs assessnent, 39 percent of
residents in poverty cited transportation
as their biggest obstacle to finding and
sust ai ni ng enpl oynent.

The zero-fare transit program
w Il make it easier for |owincone
residents to get to work and access all
of our opportunities that our city has to
of fer.

In addition, the Cty wll
invest $9 mllion per year to join other
| arge enpl oyers in the region
participating in the SEPTA Key Advant age
program

Wor king with our | abor
partners, we will provide free transit to
all Cty enpl oyees.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR KENNEY: This two-year
pilot is an opportunity to boost the
Cty's hiring and retention efforts, and
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aligns with our goals of sustainability,
traffic safety, and equity as well.

SEPTA' s systemis rebuil ding
ridership back to pre-pandemc | evels,
and we are optimstic that these
i nvestnments will help the agency sustain
and i nprove the critical services that so
many Phi | adel phi ans rely on.

Wi | e Phil adel phia's econony is
on a good path, we know that gl obal
factors are driving fluctuations beyond
our i medi ate control.

The Five Year Plan takes into
account the inpact of inflation, not just
on househol ds but al so on operating
departnents, and we wll remain commtted
to the City's financial health as a
whol e.

| amvery proud that the Cty
now holds its highest bond rating in
40 years, thanks to our success in
strengt heni ng the pension fund and
rebui I di ng our reserves.
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( Appl ause.)

MAYOR KENNEY: This really
matters, because we want to be prepared
for every chall enge and opportunity,
whet her it's an econom c downturn or a
nonment where we can step up to what's
right in a crisis.

On that note, | want to
recogni ze all the partners and
departnents that wel comed buses of asyl um
seekers over the course of several weeks.
W worked with non-profit partners to
stand up a welcomng center to receive
838 tired travelers, including children,
| ooking for a better life and a safe

18 hone.

19 Last nonth, Wl com ng Anerica

20 made it official. W are a Certified

el Wl coming city.

22 - - -

23 (Appl ause.)

24 .- -

25 MAYOR KENNEY: | am proud of
LEXI TAS
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the efforts led by our Ofice of
| nm grant Affairs, and the departnents
and agencies we work with, to make sure
t hat everyone feels a sense of bel ongi ng
here i n Phil adel phi a.

| know t hat our wel com ng
values wll only further our city's
success, and we will always step up when
our | eadership as a city i s needed.

| will end with this: The
first day of the PHLpreK programwas a
very cold day in January of 2017. |
remenber it was cold because | renenber
the tiny coats the students all wore on
their way to school. That was nore than
Si X years ago.

A three-year-old student who
started the programthat day is nine
years old today. Like D ana's son Mason,
they gained skills in pre-K that have
benefited themthroughout elenentary
school .

They will be in m ddl e school
when the 2026 World Cup arrives in
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Phi | adel phia. They wll likely start
col l ege nine years fromnow in 2032.

It is nmy hope that they wll
choose a rewardi ng career and a hone for
their famly here in their own honet own.

| hope that decades from now
their famly can go for wal ks in FDR
Park, where the bold investnents we nmake
in FY24 will have protected this
one-of -a- ki nd natural refuge from
fl ooding and i nproved access for
everyone.

And they will neet their
friends at a local rec center, where
Rebuil d's renovations this year have
transforned the facility for future
generations to enjoy.

| hope that they will feel safe
and healthy regardl ess of where they
|ive, thanks to our investnents in
vi ol ence prevention and environnent al
justice.

And | know they will enjoy even
nore commercial, cultural, educational,
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and professional opportunities because of
our investnents in equitable growh and
because we've worked with SEPTA to neke
all areas of the Gty nore connected and
nore accessi bl e than ever.

And when their mayor stands in
front of Gty Council or if they're the
Mayor thenselves, don't think it doesn't
cross ny mnd every tine | visit a pre-K

| hope that our investnents in
growt h and opportunity, paired with sound
financial practice, have positioned the
Cty's finances, stability, and
prosperity to a point where the services
and infrastructure we provide reflect our
city's highest anbitions.

| have al ways approached this
role with the years beyond this
Adm nistration in mnd, with faith in the
power of education, faith in the
| ncredi bl e potential of our residents,
and faith in the innovative, resilient,
caring, and optimstic character of our
city.
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And | am dedi cated each day of
the remai nder of our termto a brighter,
safer, nore sustainable future for the
Cty, just as | have each day since 2016.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR KENNEY: It is an
i ncredi bl e honor to serve this city and
to be part of its progress, and it is
al so an honor to work alongside Cty
Council as dedicated to services as each
of you.

So thank you. W need to get
to worKk.

And | want to just say to all
of you, | learned a lot in this Chanber.
| was taught a lot. | grewup a lot. |
matured a lot. | had people |like Gussie
Cl ark and Marian Tasco and Janni e
Bl ackwel | who brought ne along, this kid
from South Philly, and taught ne how to
represent the entire city, and | just
want to thank all of you for your
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dedi cation and your hard work. And this

s my |ast budget address. | w sh you
all well, and God bl ess you.
( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: W
have one |ast itemwe have to resolve, so
if we can ask for a little quiet. Thank
you.

| want to thank the Mayor for
his | ast budget nessage, and we w ||
start our budget process shortly.

At this tine, we will nove to
our speeches.

Are there any speeches on
behal f of the mnority?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Speeches on behalf of the majority?

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah.
Thank you, Council President.
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| just have to clarify an
announcenent regardi ng our w thdrawal of
the AKA resolution where they're
cel ebrating their anniversary next week.
That resolution wll be reintroduced next
Thur sday during their conference.

So | just wanted to clarify
that just for all the listening audi ence
and those who are watching that the AKA
resol ution celebrating their anniversary
w |l be reintroduced next Thursday.

Al so, on next Wdnesday, March
the 8th, we wll be announcing the Joe
Frazier -- Snokin' Joe Frazier Day in the
Cty of Philadelphia. That's going to
take place at 3:00 p.m outside of the
Joe Frazier statue in South Phil adel phia
at Xfinity Live, 1100 Patti son Avenue.
And, again, March the 8th of 2023 we'll
be decl aring Snokin' Joe Frazier Day in
the Gty of Philadelphia in the nmenory of
the Fight of the Century when he beat
Muhammad Al i .

And so that's going to take
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place at Xfinity Live at 3:00 p. m,
| ocated at 1100 Pattison Avenue, and all
t hose who would like to attend are nore
t han wel cone as we honor a true
out st andi ng Phi | adel phi an.

Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Awesone. Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President.

It was good hearing the budget
address and knowi ng all of the work that
was put into this budget by nenbers of
Council, things they advocated for,

t hi ngs they fought for, and it was good
to see it manifested in a docunent call ed
t he budget.

My staff is delivering at this
poi nt a budget care package, and in that
budget care package is a Snickers bar,
sone healthy granola kind of substance,
wat er, because we have work to do and
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we're going to spend a lot of hours in
here maki ng that budget docunent a real
| i vi ng docunent.

| know all of us have a | ot of
work to do this year in particul ar, but
we're going to spend a lot of tine in
this.

To that end, 1'd like to
encour age nenbers and staff to join ne in
visiting sone of these facilities.

One-third of our budget is
public safety, Police, Fire, Prisons,
Courts, and it's difficult to, in a half
a hour budget presentation, really digest
all of the aspects of a departnent.

So starting tonorrow, we're
going to take our first road trip
donestic, not like yours in different
cities, M. President, but we'll be up at
the police training facility. And forner
Menber Oh tal ked about non-1 et hal
training. It's inportant that we Kkick
the tires, see what they do, see what
they can do better. Council man Johnson
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| ntroduced the no chokehol d | egi sl ation
t hat passed, but see how that is being
trai ned, inplenented, and included in
their training.

In addition, we will be dealing
wWith sinmulators to ook at real-life
scenari os when peopl e get stopped by
cars, real-life scenarios when they have
to make a split-second decision about
whet her to use lethal force.

So | encourage us, those who
can nake it, to cone up. W're |eaving
tonorrow. We're going to take that ride.
But if you cannot go, send soneone in
your staff that is dedicated to anal yzi ng
t hose particul ar departnments within the
budget .

And enj oy your budget survival
kit, and we put Snickers in there so that
during the process, none of the nenbers
get hangry.

So thank you very nuch,

M. President.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you, Counci | man.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | woman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Council President, and many thanks
to Mayor Kenney for joining us today.

| am excited by what we just
heard, and |'mvery excited to continue
wor king with Council and wth the Mayor
and his teamon a budget that centers
racial equity across every part of the
Cty.

Even though this budget marks
the end of our legislative term | know
t hat none of us intend to sl ow down,
because our constituents cannot wait
anot her year for a budget that takes
Phi | adel phia boldly out of the pandemc
and into a nore equitable future.

| "' m proud that over the past
two fiscal years, we've doubl ed down on
our efforts to fund an urgent, targeted,
and trauma-i nforned response to the gun
vi ol ence epidem c, but | also know that
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we have a long way to go before we
restore peace to our streets.

That's why | ook forward to
once agai n bandi ng together as a Counci l
to invest in grassroots violence
preventi on prograns, paying speci al
attention to redirecting youth at risk
of, or already involved, in gun violence.

And as part of our
anti-violence strategy, we nust al so
ensure that all residents, no matter if
they call Center Gty or MII Creek hone,
recei ve reliable municipal services
proven to reduce crine.

| "' m proud that |ast year ny
Just Servi cesPHL canpai gn successfully won
an additional $30 mllion above the
proposed budget for the equitable
provision of Cty services. However, ny
conversations with Cty agenci es and
constituents confirnms that $30 m | 1ion
barely scratches the surface of what it
will take to give every resident their
fair share. That's why |'m bringing
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Just Servi cesPHL back and expanding to
housi ng-rel ated services as well.

According to the Ofice of
Homel ess Services, 70 percent of the
residents they served in Fiscal Year 2022
entered their systemfor the very first
time. Frankly, this does not surprise
me, because a study ny office conpleted
pre- pandem ¢ found that Phil adel phia's
rent gap pre-pandemc was $75 mllion per
nont h.

As | speak, constituents facing
honel essness are desperately calling
gover nment agencies and non-profits in
search of rental assistance or supportive
housi ng, but many of themw || get the
sane apol ogetic answer, we're out of
noney and you have to try sonewhere el se.

The 100 new supportive housing
units proposed by the Mayor is an
excellent start, but Gty Council can go
further by shoring up OHS s energency
rental assistance budget, as well as by
fundi ng additi onal case managers so the
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Cty can hel p our nei ghbors experiencing
honel essness get back on their feet.

We cannot ignore the need of
famlies forced to nmake the i npossible
choi ce between honel essness and living in
a hone that could collapse at any tine,

t hanks to the negl ect of absentee

| andl ords. And that's why | want to

all ocate funds to help residents

di spl aced due to unsafe conditions find a
new hone rather than ending up on CHS s
door st ep.

And to further prevent
evi ctions, we nmust ensure our nationally
accl ai mred Eviction Diversion Program has
a budget it needs to help every tenant at
risk of eviction stay in their hone, and
support the Mayor's plan to expand Ri ght
to Counsel .

We nust al so protect vul nerable
nei ghbors |l ong before they make it to the
eviction stage. For instance, the Gty
must do nore to preserve our affordable
housi ng stock. Frankly, inaction isn't
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an option, because nore than 5,400
af f ordabl e housi ng units can di sappear
across this city within the next five
years, and 900 of those are in ny
di strict al one.

So let's couple our work on
housi ng i nsecurity with a renewed effort
to solve this crisis at one of its
roots - poverty. And | can think of few
better ways to acconplish this
chal l enging feat than by investing in
wor kf or ce devel opnent.

The |ife sciences sector is
boom ng i n Phil adel phia, and nowhere is
this growth nore visible than in the
areas of West and Sout hwest Philly that |
represent.

In the past nonth alone, |'ve
been to groundbreaki ng cerenonies for
over one mllion square feet of life
sci ences developnent. And | could not be
nore excited, because the life sciences
gener ates hi gh-paying jobs for residents
fromall educational backgrounds. But
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it's up to our body to fund high-quality
wor kf or ce devel opnent prograns that
prepare working-class residents to be
conpetitive applicants for these jobs
before they even cone online. And we
must start now if we want to nmake sure
the life sciences industry grows
al ongsi de rather than w thout our
comruni ti es.

It's been the mssion of this
Cty Council to lead Philadel phia into a
nore conmuni ty-m nded and equitabl e
future. Philadelphia is counting on us
to keep going, and | intend to deliver.

Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci |l wonan.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Yes,
Council President. | just wanted to
comrend Mayor Kenney and his
Adm nistration on his efforts to help the
normal citizen.
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| believe that wth SNAP
benefits being cut by $95 a nonth to our
nost vul nerable citizens, | believe that
his programfor SEPTA wll help greatly
i n kind of evening that out.

So while we criticize himon
occasion, | just have to commend himfor
his commtnent to the safety of the
citizens of Philadel phia with his
| nvestnent in | aw enforcenent, and | | ook
forward to actually seeing the budget in
conpl et eness.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you, Council man.

That appears to concl ude the
speeches on behalf of the mnority and
the mpjority.

And wth that, the Chair
recogni zes Councilman Squilla for a
notion to adjourn.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove that Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday, March 9th, 2023
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at 10:00 a. m

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. [It's been noved and seconded
t hat Council stand adj ourned until
Thur sday, March 9th, 2023, 10:00 a.m

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

Thank you all very mnuch.
Pl ease be safe.

(St ated Meeting adjourned at
12: 37 p.m)
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