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1 - - -

2 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

3 Today i s Wdnesday, August 5, 2026

4 for the Commttee on Legislative

5 Oversight. | now note that the

6 hour has cone.

7 Bef ore we get started, |

8 want to start by acknow edgi ng the

9 presence of our Council President,

10 Counci | President Kenyatta Johnson.

11 Thank you for being here with us,

12 sir, and good norni ng.

13 | now note that the hour

14 has cone. M. Hartman, will you

15 pl ease call the roll to take

16 attendance. Menbers that are in

17 attendance wll please indicate you

18 are present when your nanme is

19 cal | ed.

20 THE CLERK: Chair

21 Thonas.

22 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

23 Present .

24 THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
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Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Lozada.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Squi l | a.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Young.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Ahnmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Present.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you. | note for the record
that a quorum of the conmttee is

present and the hearing i s now
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called to order. Again, thank you,
Counci | President Johnson, for
appoi nti ng Council nenber Ahmad to
the commttee today. This is a
public hearing on the Commttee of
Legi sl ati ve Oversight considering
testinony on Resol ution No. 260650.
Ms. Hartman, will you
pl ease read the title of the
resol ution.
THE CLERK: Resol ution
No. 260650, authorizing the Gty
Council Commttee on Legislative
Oversight to hold hearings
exam ning the strategy and tactics
depl oyed by the Cty of
Phi | adel phia for crowd control
during and follow ng public events
as a result of reports of overly
aggressi ve tactics used by the
Phi | adel phi a Pol i ce Departnent
follow ng the 2026 LGBTQ Pri de
festivities.

COUNCI LMAN THQOVAS:
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1 Thank you. And | also want to say
2 t hank you to Vice-Chair and the

3 sponsor of today's resolution,

4  Counci |l menber Rue Landau. | would
5 li ke to pass it to Council nenmber

6 Rue Landau for any opening remarks
7 before we start today's hearing.

8 COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU.

9 Thank you, Chair Thonas.

10 Appreci ate that.

11 Good norni ng, everybody.
12 | want to begin by thanking ny

13 col | eagues, the nenbers of the

14 public who are here today and

15 everyone who has cone forward to
16 share what they experienced during
17 Phi | adel phia's Pride cel ebrations
18 on June 7th.

19 | also want to thank the
20 representatives fromthe Parker
21 Adm ni stration, including Police
22 Commi ssi oner Bethel, for testifying
23 at this hearing and for staying to

24 hear fromthe community panel and
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the public coment because it is
essential that we hear fromthose
who are directly inpacted, inpacted
by interactions with the police
departnent in the Gayborhood.

Finally, | want to thank
nmy staff who worked diligently and
t houghtfully to put this hearing
together. W are holding this
heari ng because the peopl e of
Phi | adel phi a, specifically the
LABTQ+ communi ty demanded answers.
In the hours and days foll ow ng
Pride, ny office heard from an
extraordi nary nunber of residents,
community | eaders, advocates and
peopl e who they represent and who
were present in the Gayborhood that
eveni ng.

They sent us vi deos,
shared phot ographs and descri bed
what they saw and what happened to
them We heard from peopl e who

were angry that there was such an

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




Committee on Legislative Oversight

1 aggressi ve show of force on what

2 was supposed to be a day filled

3 wthjoy. W heard from people who
4 were frightened and who have said

5 they don't feel safe going to the

6 Gaybor hood since Pride. And many

7 told us the experience reopened a

8 deep and pai nful wound in the

9 rel ati onship between | aw

10 enf orcenent and Phil adel phia's

11 LABTQ+ conmmunity, particularly

12 Bl ack and Brown, queer and

13 t ransgender Phi | adel phi ans.

14 The vol une and

15 seriousness of that outreach nmade
16 one thing clear: Gty Council had
17 an obligation to act so that this
18 never happens again. | want to be
19 clear: Today's hearing is not
20 being held to unfairly denoni ze | aw
21 enforcenent or to downplay the
22 | nportance of public safety at
23 | ar ge public events.
24 Public safety matters
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1 enor nously when streets are crowded
2 and when condi ti ons becone unsafe.
3 The city has a responsibility to

4 respond, to nmaintain order. But

5 the existence of a public safety

6 challenge, like the one Pride

7 presents, does not excuse every

8 response nade in its nanme. A

9 responsi ve governnent |ike the one
10 | know Phi | adel phia aspires to be,
11 must be able to explain why certain
12 tactics were chosen, who authorized
13 them whether they were necessary
14 and proportionate and what

15 saf eguards were in place to protect
16 t he public.

17 That is particularly

18 true when the tactics docunented

19 I ncl ude nounted horses and
20 not orcycl e officers, nounted horses
21 and notorcycle officers noving
22 t hrough dense crowds, peopl e being
23 pushed or taken to the ground,
24 streets barricaded with little
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1 apparent neans of exit and officers
2 concealing their faces while
3 exerci sing governnment authority.
4  Those are not mnor questions of
5 optics. They are questions of the
6 true nature of accountability.
7 The Phi |l adel phia Police
8 Departnent has said that officers
9 encountered fights, blocked
10 roadways and ot her public safety
11 concerns. We will exam ne those
12 clainms fairly and seriously today,
13 but we will also ask why a
14 situation involving celebrations in
15 t he nei ghbor hood escal ated into the
16 depl oynent of these particul ar
17 tactics, when it is well-known in
18 advance that crowds woul d gather in
19 t he Gayborhood as they have for
20 decades before. Was the response
21 designed to protect the people
22 gathered in the Gayborhood or
23 sinply to renove them at the cost
24 of civil liberties?
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1 In addition to the

2 police departnent, other parts of

3 the Mayor's Adm ni stration bear

4 responsibility for the coordination

5 and conduct of its departnents.

6 The public was prom sed a public

7 review and appropriate

8 accountability. Nearly two nonths

9 have passed. Today, the

10 Adm ni stration nust explain what it

11 has | earned and what it intends to

12 change.

13 The O fice of LGBT

14 Affairs also has a responsibility

15 to this community, not only during

16 cel ebrations and cerenoni es, but

17 when LGBTQ+ people are failed by

18 their governnment. W need to

19 understand what role that office

20 pl ayed in planning for Pride.

21  \Whether it was consulted as

22 condi ti ons devel oped, how it

23 responded afterwards and whether it

24 effectively carried the concerns of
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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LABTQ+ residents into the highest
| evel s of adm nistration.

I n advance of today's
hearing, ny office distributed a
public response via enmail and
social media, inviting anyone with
an experience to share their story.
We recei ved dozens of responses.
Whi |l e not everyone was able to
attend today or wanted to attend
today, it is inportant that their
voi ces are part of this record.

In the spirit of making
this a true people's hearing, |
want to share a few of those
accounts. One constituent wote
that "The event felt nore |like a
space for cops to show off and
I nvade than a place for LGBTQ+
people to exist. It felt |ike they
were trying to intimdate ne wth
how heavy the police presence was."
That was a quote.

Anot her descri bed the

888-893-3767
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1 condi tions that evening witing,

2 "The sidewal ks were packed to the
3 point it was clearly unsafe and

4 there was visible agitation because
5 of it. | felt unsafe. M/ group

6 felt unsafe. This should not have
7 happened.” Sonme woul d descri be

8 what they w tnessed as crowd

9 control |l ed nmet hods escal at ed,

10 recalling that an officer "started
11 usi ng her taser, which sent people
12 runni ng sout hbound into traffic on
13 Locust." These are not unusual

14 stories.

15 In the days follow ng
16 Pride, ny office heard from

17 countl ess residents. As a nenber
18 of the LABTQ+ community nysel f, |
19 al so heard these stories personally
20 fromfriends, neighbors and
21 community nmenbers. | saw
22 phot ogr aphs and vi deos and heard
23 firsthand accounts that painted a

24 deeply troubling picture, one that

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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| have not seen in ny adult queer
lifetime as an LGBTQ+ el ected
of ficial.

| want to bring this
conversation to the forefront and
get to the bottomof it. As a

gueer person in Philly's queer

community, | want to give space to
those stories today. | also want
to pause and say, | have seen these

tactics many, nmany years ago in the
early '90s, and they were rectified
and | was horrified to see them
cone back agai n.

My hope is that the
stories we hear becone | essons we
| earn, and that this challenges the
police departnent to take a hard
| ook at what equity and community
policing actually entails. Because
Pride cannot end on the first day
of July, allyship cannot end when
it is no longer top of mnd. This

event traumati zed those who visited

888-893-3767
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1 t he Gayborhood for a cel ebrati on.

2 And for some of us, it

3 Is a rem nder of the police

4 brutality that the queer community
5 al ready endured for decades before.
6 This Pride grew out of a resistance
7 to police harassnent and brutality.
8 Phi | adel phia's own LGBTQ+ history

9 I ncl udes generations of people who
10 demanded the right to gather

11 w t hout being targeted or

12 i ntimdated by | aw enforcenent.

13 That history does not nean police
14 have no role in keeping today's

15 celebrations safe. |t neans that
16 role must be carried out wth that
17 history in mnd and with particul ar
18 care.

19 What happened on June
20 7th damaged trust, and this hearing
21 alone wll not restore it. Qur
22 purpose today is to establish the
23 facts and identify where the city's

24 pl anni ng and response failed, that

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 we can determ ne what nust change
2 for the next large public
3 gat hering, whether it is Pride, a
4 protest, a chanpionship cel ebration
5 or any other event that brings
6 Phi | adel phi ans into our streets.
7 Public safety and civil
8 rights are not conpeting
9 obligations. A conpetent
10 gover nnent nust protect both. That
11 I s the standard agai nst which the
12 events of June 7th must be
13 measured, and that is the standard
14 to which we hold the city's
15 response today. Thank you.
16 And now, before we hear
17 fromny col |l eagues and the
18 panelists, I'd like us to take a
19 | ook at this presentation which
20 features sone of the police
21 aggression and intimdation that
22 spurred this hearing today.
23 M chael, can you pl ease start the
24 Power Poi nt ?
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 (Vi deo pl aying.)

2 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: |
3 don't know if everybody saw the

4 first slide which had the trigger

5 war ni ng of what you were about to
6 see, | probably shoul d have

7 verbalized it as well. | know that
8 was very traumatic and difficult to
9 see and our apol ogies, but it's

10 I nportant to put it on the record.
11 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank
12  you, colleague, for the disclainer.
13 And nore inportantly, thank you for
14  your | eadership on this issue.

15 Before we call up the first panel,
16 | would also |like to announce the
17 presence of Council nenber Kendra
18 Br ooks.

19 So with that being said,
20 Ms. Har -- Chair recognizes
21 Counci | menber Br ooks.
22 COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
23  Thank you, Chair Thomas and

24 Counci | menber Landau, for putting

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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this hearing together. | want to
reiterate why today's hearing and
the answers | expect to cone from
it are so inportant. Pride is
about free expression of identity.
Pride celebrations are a political
protest specifically against

vi ol ence, fear and intimdation

t hat have been used agai nst queer

peopl e.

| was deeply disturbed

by the actions of the Phil adel phia
Police Departnent in the

nei ghbor hood that took place in
June and the lack of city
preparation. The Adm nistration
and the Police Departnent nust
provi de answers to Phil adel phia's
gueer comrunity about how this

coul d possi bly happen.

To begin with, | expect

answers today about what happened
and why the masks were worn. Masks

24 were used to hide the identity of

888-893-3767

Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




18
Committee on Legislative Oversight

1 these officers as a part of ny |ICE
2 Qut package. | had direct

3 conversations with the police

4 depart nent about maski ng poli cies,
5 and | was told that their dress

6 code policy has specific |anguage
7 banni ng masks and that this was not
8 an i ssue.

9 The Pol i ce Depart nent

10 and the Adm nistration nust now

11 produce that dress code policy

12 because it's clear words and

13 prom ses are not enough. It was
14 al so not lost on ne that nost of

15 the di sturbing i mages fromthat day
16 showed primarily Bl ack

17 Phi | adel phi ans once agai n bei ng

18 over pol i ced.

19 Just | ast week, there
20 were reports of nore targeted
21 harassnment in a predom nantly Bl ack
22 bar in the Gayborhood and it's
23 clear that the Pride incident was

24 not just a one-off, but a pattern

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 of harnful police conduct in the

2 Gaybor hood. Queer | eaders,

3 particul arly Bl ack and Brown queer
4 | eaders i n Phil adel phia, have | ed

5 efforts for social change in the

6 city for decades.

7 Phi | adel phia is nore

8 free, nore vibrant and nore fair

9 because of their work, specifically
10 t hrough events |ike Pride that

11 center community building. That's
12 why we need transparency and

13 accountability for this deeply

14 harnful incident. That's ny

15 expectation for today and | need to
16 under stand why this happened and

17 under stand how the city is noving
18 to right these wongs and | eave

19 reassured that it wll never happen
20 agai n. Phil adel phia cannot be a

21 worl d-class city if the inmages the
22 world is seeing are nmasked officers
23 har assi ng Bl ack and Brown queer

24  folks. Thank you so nuch for

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 gi ving ne those nonents.

2 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

3 Thank you, Madam Leader. Chair

4 al so recogni zes the presence of

5 Counci | menber Squilla. Good

6 norni ng. Thank you, sir.

7 Chair recognizes

8 Counci | menber Ahmad for brief

9 remarks, followed by our first

10 panel for today's hearing.

11 COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:

12 Thank you, Chair, and thank you,

13 Counci | menber Landau, for bringing

14 this inportant hearing forward.

15 | just also want to nmake

16 a quick note, an apology that |

17 have to | eave soon after this. |

18 have a webi nar on workpl ace

19 accommodati ons com ng up, but we

20 wi || be nonitoring, watching and

21 review ng everything that is said

22 and done in this commttee.

23 | want to just start by

24 sayi ng sonet hing very sinple.
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 Every person who works for this

2 city, appointed or elected, is a

3 public servant here to serve you.

4 And we have to renmenber that at all

5 times, not just when we are having

6 a wonderful tine at FIFA, because

7 we know we can do it. W just had

8 an exanple of howto do it right.

9 W should be able to do it all the

10 time for everybody regardl ess of

11 how you present yourself. And so,

12 we need to rem nd oursel ves of

13 t hat .

14 As the Chair of Public

15 Heal t h and Human Services, | see

16 public safety through a | ens of

17 public health, and the inpact of

18 what happened is going to have a

19 | asting effect. The trauma that

20 peopl e faced and felt and those

21 even just watching the video can

22 feel is sonething we have to

23 grapple with, because that is going

24 to inpact other things we do in our
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 life.

2 So public safety and how
3 we do our public safety in our city
4 has to al ways use an intersectional
5 | ens of howit's inpacting other

6 parts of our society. And so, |

7 want to just nmake sure we al so

8 don't overl ook what Counci | nenber

9 Kendra Brooks alluded to about race
10 being a factor.

11 We have weaponi zed race
12 in this country, and there has been
13 generations of doing this, hundreds
14 of years of doing this. W have to
15 dismantle that. And in order to do
16 that, we have to | ook at our

17 structures, including policing and
18 | ooking at the inplicit bias that
19 is built into these structures.

20 And so, what we saw on that day was
21 a result of structural norns that
22 have cone al ong.

23 And so, if we're going

24 to really unpack this, not just for

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 this event, but we have to unpack
2 it for everything we do in our

3 city, whether it's maternal health
4 care, whether it's watching and

5 maki ng an event safe, all of those
6 spaces. But we have to acknow edge
7 t hat we have weaponi zed race to

8 such an extent in this country, not
9 just this city, in this country and
10 in this gl obe.

11 There's race and then
12 there's colorismthat pervades

13 society across the board. But if
14 we are going to be that beacon on
15 the hill that Phil adel phia should
16 be, we should be able to address
17 that and take that under

18 consi deration very seriously.

19 | have all the faith in
20 Comm ssi oner Bethel. He

21 under stands what it nmeans to

22 deconstruct these systens. | want
23 to be able to support him | hope

24 we can work collectively, but we

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 cannot ignore that. W have to put

2 it front and center to say, how do

3 we address that, how do we address

4 what it |ooked Iike to have police

5 in this event versus the police |

6 saw when | went to a FlI FA gane.

7 Wiy was there a difference? What

8 was the nental nmakeup plus the

9 preparation that was nmade for this

10 event versus the other or was there

11 a preparation done?

12 Two nont hs ahead you

13 knew where this was going to be,

14 that there was a venue change,

15 right. W had enough tine

16 practically to get all our police

17 of ficers and everybody who were

18 going to be at that event to

19 under stand what they m ght be

20 encountering, right? So if you

21 didn't prepare, that neans you

22 don't care about the comunity you

23 were going to be serving.

24 So those are the
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 inplicit nmessages |'mgetting when

2 | ook at how much effort went into

3 wel comng tourists fromall over

4 the world versus our own people

5 right here in Philadel phia. So |

6 want to again thank Council nmenber

7 Rue Landau and everybody and |I'm

8 happy to work with all of you. I'm

9 sorry | can't stay, but I wll be

10 | ooking at all of this to see from

11 a public health | ens how we can

12 support, how we can bring

13 behavi oral health into the police

14 departnent in a real way, not just

15 | ip service but actual training,

16 starting wth cadets, right.

17 This has to be

18 deconstructed at the very base of

19 it, right. So I thank you all for

20 being here. | amso sorry that the

21 LABTQ community faced that. | am

22 so sorry that people, Black

23 Phi | adel phi ans face the brunt of

24 it. Being a non-Black person of
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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col or, comng from soneone who's
lived through a terrible war, |
know what oppression | ooks Iike,

| i ke death can face you. Anything
coul d have gone wong that day.

So |l want to tell you
not only do you have an ally
because of being an LGBTQ
communi ty, but you have an ally in
Council who will understand and
work with all of you to cone up
with real solutions. So thank you
so very nmuch to all of you for
bei ng here.

COUNCI LMAN THONVAS: |
woul d al so |i ke to acknow edge the
presence of Council menber O Rourke.

"Il pass it to
Dr. Phillips for brief remarks.
And then after that, | prom se
we'll get to the first panel.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: |
just want to say thank you so nuch

to Chairnan | sai ah Thomas for
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1 hel pi ng convene this hearing. And

2 al so thank you, Council nenber Rue

3 Landau, for crafting the

4 | egislation that led to this

5 | nportant hearing.

6 | do want to begin just

7 by saying really quickly that today

8 we're going to have the opportunity

9 to |l ook at what are the biggest

10 | essons we | earned fromthis

11 transition and opportunity to |earn

12 about how we can ensure that there

13 I s better planning processes for

14 maj or city events of this nature

15 and to ensure that next year's

16 Pride Festival is going to be even

17 greater than any years before as a

18 result of these processes becon ng

19 better.

20 | also want to say that

21 | have full confidence that, you

22 know, | know the heart of our

23 Comm ssioner and he really cares,

24 and he really understands the
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1 | nportance of what happened. And
2 he understands -- he's al so thought
3 t hrough how t hi ngs can be better.
4 So | really believe that next year
5 wll be better as a result of us

6 doi ng what we're supposed to be

7 doing, listening and then figuring
8 out how this doesn't happen agai n.
9 So the facts don't lie.
10 Violent crinme has gone down in the
11 Cty of Phil adel phia by 26% But
12 we also have to continue to nake
13 sure that events like this are

14 superb. And | know t he

15 Commi ssioner is going to do a good
16 job going forward to nmake sure that
17 doesn't happen. So | just want to
18 commend Conm ssioner Bethel for

19 what's going to happen going

20 forward. Thank you.

21 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

22 Thank you, Dr. Phillips.

23 Wth that being said,

24 Ms. Hartman, will you please call
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1 the first panel we have to testify
2 this norning on Resol ution No.

3  260650.

4 THE CLERK: Kevin J.

5 Bet hel , Police Conmm ssi oner,

6 Phi | adel phi a Pol i ce Departnent;

7 Jazell e Jones, City Representative
8 and Director of Special Events;

9 Tito Val des, Executive D rector of
10 LABTQ Affairs.

11 (Wtnesses approached
12 W tness table.)

13 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
14 nor ni ng, Commi ssioner and the

15 entire team Thank you for being
16 here. Thank you to you, thank you
17 for your service to the Gty of

18 Phi | adel phia. [|f you could please
19 state your nane for the record and
20 begin with your testinony.
21 COW SSI ONER BETHEL.:
22 It's Kevin Bethel, Philadel phia
23 Police Comm ssioner. And so, good

24 nor ni ng, Chairperson Thonas.
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1 First, let nme back up. | didn't do
2 the President. President, how are
3 you? Good norning, sir, to you
4 and Vice-Chair Landau, to all the
5 comm ttee nenbers here who | know.
6 So today we're going to
7 tal k about the many of the things
8 that you just described. And we'l]l
9 unpack them slow them down a
10 little bit and kind of share with
11 you. So we'll go through the
12 background. Tal k about what
13 changed that day. W'IlIl tal k about
14 how we responded that day. And
15 then we want to tal k about, | think
16 It was captured here as well, what
17 the steps are to nove forward.
18 But before I start, | do
19 want to have kind of a brief
20 conversation. |'ve always told ny
21 story. You know, | started down
22 here in Center City in 1986. It
23 wasn't a Gayborhood then. And so,
24 | don't do this revisionist
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1 history. | tal ked about how -- and

2 when | say that for ne, that

3 conversation never came up.

4 | knew what we did in

5 the community as a cop. | knew how

6 we treated the community. |'ma

7 young, 20-sonething-year-old kid

8 and you wal k into this space, |

9 know t he | ack of pronoun uses, the

10 conversations that would be had

11 behi nd the scenes. So | don't sit

12 here as an individual who sit

13 here -- | know the history. | know

14 the trauma that has been inflicted

15 on this community.

16 And then early in 2000,

17 when Conmmi ssi oner Ransey woul d cone

18 to the floor of the police

19 departnent, | woul d nake the

20 deci si on because there was a | ot of

21 conversation around how we were

22 treating our LGBTQ+ community and

23 what we were doing in the

24 community. So at that tine, | told
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179



32
Committee on Legislative Oversight

1 Comm ssi oner Ransey that | would be
2 the liaison for the police
3 departnent to the comunity, and |
4 would do that for eight years.
5 | tell people it was one
6 of the nost incredible experiences
7 |'ve ever had inny life. [I'Il let
8 that sit for a mnute. It was the
9 first time | was in a space where |
10 saw true discrimnation, right. |
11 sit inaroomwth individuals who
12 we were calling themout of their
13 nanmes and not understandi ng any of
14 the community.
15 And so, there would be
16 this drive nowto try to change
17 that. We would drive to -- we
18 didn't even have a policy, |adies
19 and gentlenen. No one knew the
20 nanmes, and | don't use -- | didn't
21 use the word queer because that
22 word was |ike using the N word for
23 me as a cop, right, because we knew
24 It was disrespectful, and how it is
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1 bei ng recl ai nred now.

2 And so, we woul d enbark

3 on creating a policy for the first

4 tinme, which would guide the

5 departnent on how we would treat --

6 now, policies we know are not

7 perfect, Councilwonman, but we woul d

8 create a policy to do that. W

9 would enhance our I|iaison

10 community. And sone nenbers are

11 here who were on that conm ttee at

12 that tine, and we recogni ze we have

13 a lot of work to do to expand t hat

14 commttee because there's not a | ot

15 of -- different representation

16 needs to be on that comm ttee now

17 Conmm ssi oner Massey is

18 here fromny team who serves as

19 Deputy Comm ssioner who's the

20 |iaison for that. | said we al so

21 would create a goal chapter within

22 our departnent, you know, | nean

23 the Gay Oficers Alliance, because

24 | also identified at the tinme |
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1 needed to address the nen and wonen
2 within the departnent, where do

3 they go, who do they talk to. And
4 we just net wwth themrecently to

5 real ly work.

6 | understood and |

7 under stand what Pride represents on
8 that day and what it's rooted in

9 and rooted in protest and rooted in
10 what happened. And so, | don't

11 cone into this space being

12 def ensi ve or maki ng excuses, but |
13 do cone into this space to share

14 wth you what happened that day,

15 vyou know. And | hope at the end we
16 do what we shoul d be doing, behind
17 t he scenes having those const ant

18 conversations around what needs to
19 change.
20 It was not a perfect
21 day. It's often the days after
22 when we did our After Action
23 Revi ew, we can | ook back and tal k
24 about the barricades and those
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1 things. So let ne wal k you t hrough
2 what that day was for us. | have

3 Comm ssi oner Stanford here, ny

4 First Deputy who | eads the work. |
5 have Conmm ssioner Fran Healy here

6 wth me as well, Conm ssioner Dales
7 fromour Internal Affairs,

8 Commi ssi oner Massey. And who did |
9 mss. | think I got -- who? Wy
10 are you back there, man?

11 Comm ssioner Cram cone up here and
12 find a chair because this is your
13 people frompatrol. So they'll

14 join nme up here. So we can work

15 and start on the first slide.

16 So you'll see I'll go

17 t hrough the history of the event.
18 We'll tal k about the safety

19 planning. | think that came up in
20 your conversations. W'IIl talk

21 about how the day started, |adies
22 and gentl enen, and what woul d cause
23 this shift in that day. W'Il talk

24 about our response. There's a | ot
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1 of conversations about our

2 response. Many of the videos you
3 have, | have the sane videos, but |
4 have a few nore that would give you
5 sonme of the insights into why we

6 had to activate the way we did.

7 W' Il tal k about the

8 conplaints. The cost, this is

9 sonet hing that cones out of ny

10 budget to police and what the cost
11 w il look Iike |ooking ahead. So
12 we go to the first slide. As I

13 shared, we have a storied history
14 wth the Pride. W very rarely,
15 very rarely have had an event at
16 the Pride event. Many of the nen
17 and wonen w Il volunteer to work
18 this event. Many of the nen and
19 wonen are fromthe comunity who
20 are part of the event. And so, we
21 have worked hard to nmake sure that
22 we maintain that history.

23 It has been at Penn's

24 Landing. We had the festival at
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1 Penn's Landing. W are not

2 surprised and everyone knows t hat

3 Pride after the events have gone

4 back to the Gayborhood. But as

5 you'll see as we go through our

6 presentation, that will change.

7 This next slide. Part

8 of the process was it would nove to
9 the Parkway. Folks need to

10 remenber this: W have been in the
11 Gaybor hood since | can ever

12 remenber. For the first tinme, the
13 event is going to be noving the

14 festival to the Parkway. There's
15 multiple reasons for that. It

16 gives a larger footprint for people
17 to attend. It offers a stronger

18 I nfrastructure in expandi ng the

19 prograns. It creates nore

20 opportunities for community

21 engagenent and participation,

22 i ncreased Pride's visibility and

23  supports long-termgrowh in that

24 space. So we agreed with the new
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1 novenment of the |location. And we

2 do take the approach we did -- and
3 why we took the approach we did.

4 One of the key things,

5 next slide, is around safety. And
6 | know peopl e just kind of brushed
7 across that. Next slide. Part of
8 2016 during Bastille Day in Nice,

9 France, a truck drove through a

10 crowd, killed 86 people during

11 that. At that point and | eadi ng up
12 to that process, the police

13 departnents across the nation woul d
14 shift. W have a probl em now,

15 | adi es and gentlenen. W have a

16 probl em because we know t hat peopl e
17 can get in a car and drive down the
18 street and kill people.

19 W know we have a nunber
20 of soft targets that can inpact

21 that. And so, you'll see that in
22 many of our deploynents on the

23 Par kway, we're using the big

24 trucks, the sanitation vehicles,
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1 mul tiple-ton trucks because it's

2 not just a car com ng down, a

3 tractor trailer can cone down. W
4 use Meridian barriers to be able to
5 bl ock the sidewal ks or a car

6 comng. So those things are in the
7 backdrop of when we pl an these

8 types of festivities.

9 Next slide. \Wen it

10 specifically cones to Pride, there
11 are specific targets as it becones
12 the Pride. Individuals have now
13 deci ded that Pride events are going
14 to be a target of where we're going
15 to go. You just saw recently in

16 Berlin just in July, last nonth, a
17 woman was kil led and 29 i njured.

18 Those are the things that are in

19 our mnd when we're planning. So |
20 want people to understand that. |
21 don't brush across that. It is

22 | nportant because we have a duty to
23 make sure that when this event

24 happens, particularly Pride, that
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1 we are protecting those who are

2 attending, and we're doing the sane
3 thing we do for July 4th. Any big
4 event, if you cone to a big event

5 on the Parkway, | don't care who

6 you are, we're putting in those

7 | evel s of protection because we

8 know there's a good chance t hat

9 soneone can defeat that.

10 Next slide. So there is
11 pl anni ng that goes into this

12 process. It is relegated to our

13 men and wonen in the Central

14 Division. And I'll talk about

15 | ater how we nmake sone adj ust nents.
16 Commi ssioner Stafford is doing

17 that. W did have a conpl ete new
18 | eadership in Center City. W

19 acknow edge that the inspector is
20 new. The two captains are new. So
21 we don't have sone of the
22 hi storical relationships that we
23 customarily have. | know the
24 Gayborhood. | worked in the
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1 Gayborhood as a cop. | also knew

2 It as a deputy conm ssioner. So we

3 do have sone adjustnents. But |

4 still am confident and despite

5 that -- and yes, we nade sone

6 m ssteps -- full confidence in ny

7 | eadership in Central and how t hey

8 oper at ed.

9 So agai n, next slide.

10 So this is Pride and the march. W

11 will start in the Gayborhood. As

12 you can see, the Pride will proceed

13 north to Market Street, going west

14 on Market Street, around City Hall,

15 down north on 16th Street, and then

16 over and out the Parkway. That is

17 the Pride event. That is where

18 we're noving our nmen and wonen into

19 that process. It takes a |arge

20 nunber of people and officers to

21 contain that area. Sone folks w il

22 sit there and say, why do you have

23 so many officers. Because we have

24 to protect the entire blueprint.
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1 W can't just rely just solely on

2 soneone bl ocking a vehicle. W're
3 also | ooking for people and

4 entities, sonmeone comng in there

5 wth a satchel. Al those things

6 are inportant. And the nore

7 officers we have out there, the

8 greater we have of seeing what's

9 goi ng on and being that deterrent.
10 Next slide. This is the
11 bl ocki ng setup that goes into the
12 Par kway. Those circles, the green
13 ones, and you wll see are Meridian
14 barriers. The yellows are where we
15 bl ock. So no truck, no car can

16 cone into that space while the

17 Pride event is happening or any

18 event is happening. W put an

19 I nsul ated barrier around that
20 space. It takes a ot of work to
21 get that done. It is not ne. | do
22 not drive sanitation trucks, so
23 we're coordinating and pl anni ng
24 with our teamto nmake sure that
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1 happens and nmake sure that happens
2 successfully. You w |

3 constantly -- anyone that cones

4 down the Parkway wi |l see that

5 depl oynent .

6 The next slide. This is
7 the setup, | adies and gentlenen, in
8 the Parkway. This is the festival.
9 | want everyone to take a hard | ook
10 at what is there. There is event
11 space. There is activation space.
12 There's vendors. There's

13 courtyards. And you'll see sone

14 pictures |ater on. There are

15 security staff in there. There are
16 volunteers in there. There are

17 people. | don't own that event.

18 VWhat we're doing now is protecting
19 that event. And there is obviously
20 the organizers. | think it's -- |
21 saw it comng. They do a great job
22 of setting that up.

23 Next slide. This is

24 | ast year for Pride in the

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179 A



44
Committee on Legislative Oversight

1 Gayborhood. Very simlar setup. |

2 have bl ocking vehicles on 12th

3 Street, 13th and WAl nut Street. |

4 have nmen and wonen who are

5 stationed outside of there. There

6 are things for people to do. This

7 Is a planned and organi zed event.

8 This is what was in the Pride for

9 | ast year in the Gayborhood that

10 has now noved, now noved to the

11 Par kway .

12 I highlight that and

13 you' |l hear ne highlight that

14 again. That's not there, |adies

15 and gentlenen. There is nothing

16 there in the Gayborhood at this

17 point. Just want to nmake sure

18 we're clear, because that has not

19 been di sti ngui shed between the two

20 events. We know peopl e are going

21 to cone back to there. But com ng

22 back to what is the conversation

23 we'll have.

24 Next slide. 1In the
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1 Gaybor hood, we bl ock the Gaybor hood
2 because of the sane things that |

3 told you before. W don't want

4 people in the streets to be run

5 over by a vehicle. So you wll see
6 the sane | ast year, sanitation

7 trucks are bl ocking the vehicles so
8 we can keep that area safe. It's
9 simlar that we did at the Pride

10 this year. That is part of the

11 makeup. Oten tines fol ks don't

12 see it because we are doing it so
13 often. It gets blended into the

14 process. But our goal is to keep
15 t he Gayborhood and keep those

16 attendi ng safe.

17 Next slide. So the

18 planning tineline. There is ten

19 schedul ed i nperson virtual neetings
20 that are held prior to the Pride

21 events and the events that are

22 going to happen on the Parkway.

23 Early neetings focus on the

24 rel ocation of the Parkway, planning
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1 di scussions, logistics, traffic

2 managenent, control, fencing,

3 public safety discussions are had

4 about the vehicle-rammng threats

5 that | described, and there are

6 nunerous additional calls that are

7 occurring with our team wth

8 Jazelle's teamand with others,

9 organi zers as we nove forward.

10 So let's tal k about the

11 next slide, how the day started. |

12 mean, the day starts. This is

13 going of f extrenely well. |

14 actually pulled a photo of you,

15 Counci | menber Rue Landau who's

16 | eadi ng out, because you were on

17 the Parkway. You saw the Parkway.

18 The Parkway is going --

19 COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU.

20 Point of clarification. That's a

21 2025 picture.

22 COW SSI ONER BETHEL.:

23 2025, okay.

24 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: |
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was on the float this year, and
you'l | hear about what happened
when we tried to get off the fl oat.
COW SS|I ONER BETHEL:
Ckay. Well, | apologize for that.
| mean, | thought that was for this
year. That's ny m stake. But
overall, the Pride event, the
pictures, we're noving on the
Par kway and things are going well.
Next slide. Down on the Parkway
t hi ngs again are going well. To
the right, I'Il show you a clip
that's in the backdrop of how
t hi ngs are going well on the
Par kway .
(Vi deo playing.)
COW SS| ONER BETHEL:
Again, just sharing with you for
t hose who were not there.
Qovi ously again, | apologize to
you, Councilwoman, for the photo.
That shoul d not have happened, but

saw t hat photo -- the video cones
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1 fromwhat's going down in the

2 Par kway. There's a -- | was not

3 there, but all reports and all the
4 reports are comng to ne fromthe

5 field that things are going great

6 on the Parkway and things are

7 novi ng through. Folks are having a
8 great tine.

9 So agai n, next slide.

10 As the day is evolving, 11:00 a.m,
11 agai n everything goes well. And by
12 12:00 p.m, we're surveying the

13 Gaybor hood. Everything is good.

14 By 11:15, we're underway at the

15 Par kway, already underway at the

16 Par kway where we've now noved the
17 Pride event to the Parkway. W're
18 now starting to see activity in the
19 Gayborhood. W're starting to see
20 an influx of personnel and people
21 are comng to the Gaybor hood.
22 We're now at 2: 00 p. m
23 W're still continuing to see

24 pedestrian volune increase. So at
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1 2:00 p.m, which is not customary,
2 even if we were not and we were

3 going to nove the festival and go

4 sonmewhere el se and conme back to the
5 Gaybor hood, our staffing is not

6 comng in until about 3:00. And

7 so, we're facing sone chall enges

8 early in the process because we are
9 now seeing a significant increase
10 I n pedestrian traffic in the

11 Gayborhood. While the full Pride
12 event i s now underway at the

13 Par kway, that's a dynam c we could
14 not have predicted. That creates a
15 chal | enge for us because even when
16 we do the events of the day, it's
17 | at er.

18 By 5:30, we're now

19 starting to see sone issues and
20 we're shutting down sone of the
21 streets. By 5:50, we're now noving
22 our deploynent. Again, there are
23 those who think it's easy just to
24 say we'll take everything, the
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1 Par kway i s doi ng good, just nove

2 folks over. It is not built that

3 way. Each one and every person out
4 there has a responsibility. And

5 every tinme we pull, we create a

6 weakness in the Parkway.

7 But we are able to nove
8 sone of our nechani zed personnel.

9 Qur MRT team our Mss | ncident

10 Response Team is the first group
11 t hat noves. Those are the ones

12 "Il talk to you about in the all
13 bl ack. Ladi es and gentl enen, they
14 are never often tines seen. | had
15 about 400 of them work the FIFA

16 They conme out when there's a

17 potential biological agent that's
18 been di spersed. There may be an
19 expl osi ve event. There may be
20 sonething. They're highly trained.
21 They have masks to be able to go
22 into a space. |f there's sonething
23 been et go in that space that is
24 bi ol ogi cal, chemical. But because
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1 they' re a nechani zed group and

2 we're forced to nove staffing over
3 to the Gaybor hood, we nove them

4 over. Portions of the crowd detail
5 again are there. W do start to

6 nove peopl e over.

7 Next slide. At 6:55,

8 there are multiple incidents that
9 we start to see. And I'll share
10 wth you sone additional videos

11 that you shared. By 7:30 -- and |
12 won't go through all the

13 tineline -- we are nowinitiating
14  our push to nove the crowd out

15 because of the things that we saw
16 t hat were causi ng us concern.

17 The nmen and wonen who
18 started that day on the Parkway

19 would start from8:00. They would
20 not finish up until m dni ght that
21 ni ght. Council man Thomas, do you
22 need ne to stop?
23 COUNCI LMAN THOMAS:
24 (I ndi cati ng no).

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179



52
Committee on Legislative Oversight

1 COW SSI ONER BETHEL.:

2 Ch, I'msorry. GCkay. Next slide.
3 So I"'mgoing to share with you sone
4 i ncidents that would drive us to

5 start to nmake some deci sions that

6 we now need to nove fol ks. And

7 nost of that is happening on WAl nut
8 Street. It is on the outer rim of
9 t he Gayborhood. But we're now

10 havi ng sone issues with young

11 peopl e.

12 For the purpose of ny
13 vi deos, | adies and gentl enen, |

14 blurred them | felt it was

15 I nportant that it was not ny duty
16 to show -- particularly, |I'm going
17 to show you young people. | would
18 cone to learn that those young

19 people are fromthe community and
20 cane to the Gayborhood. And so, |
21 am not showing their faces. So it
22 may be a little hard for you to
23 see, but you'll be able to see sone

24 of the activity and the lang -- |
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1 mean, not the | anguage, but the

2 novenments of the folks. But it is
3 pur posely blurred because it was

4 our duty and our job not to

5 di scl ose those young peopl e or

6 anyone in ny videos being

7  disclosed.

8 So if you could do the
9 first one on the left.

10 (Vi deo pl aying.)

11 COW SSI ONER BETHEL.:

12 This is the 1200 bl ock of W&l nut.
13 So again, we're seeing -- when we
14 have young people to cone into a
15 space, and for those who know, |

16 work around the flash nob and we
17 still deal wth that, 1'Il talk

18 about that, we have that on a

19 regul ar basis, young people who are
20 surging across the city --

21 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  |'m
22 sorry. For clarity, because we

23 can't see that video, | don't know

24 what | just watched, right. So
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1 hel p me understand. Are you sayi ng
2 that this video is a group of young
3 peopl e?

4 COW SSI| ONER BETHEL: It

5 Is a group of young people there on

6 WAl nut --

7 COUNCI LMAN THONVAS:

8 Def i ne young people for us.

9 COW SSI ONER BETHEL: So
10 we're tal king about teenagers. So
11  we have young teenagers --

12 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: |

13 know |' m not supposed to do this

14 and | apol ogize. Help ne

15 understand. Hi gh school basket bal |

16 coach, on the Board of PIAA

17 District XII, downtown all the

18 time, see groups of young people

19 gather like this probably daily,

20 right, and not just in Philly.

21 What does that clip --

22 because | can't see it. Wat does

23 that clip of young people have to

24 do wth today's conversation? [''m
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24

confused. And |I'mnot -- an honest
question. | can't see it.
COW SSI ONER BETHEL.:
Yeah. If you allow ne, if |
conti nue through the videos, what
we're seeing now are the kids that
are fighting. They nove into an
al cove. They're taking over the
1200 bl ock of Walnut. [I'll show
you an additional video.
COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Right. So this is what |'mtrying
to understand, right. The kids
gather in Center Gty and do their
thing on a consistent basis. So
when | think about Bl ack Pride, |
t hi nk about nostly adults. These
are kids. So because you pulled
the video up, just help us
under stand how this incident wth
these children that | can't really
see has to do with adults

cel ebrating Black Pride?

( Appl ause.)
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1 COWM SSI ONER BETHEL:

2 Again --

3 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  No,

4 no, no. Let ne do this. Let's

5 stop, because | don't want himto

6 think or anybody to think that

7 we're trying to be spicy. I'm

8 | egit confused.

9 COW SSI ONER BETHEL:

10 No, | think it's legitimte.

11 There's a build-up now Wat |I'm

12 bui l di ng you up to is what's goi ng

13 on. W have a | arge group, about a

14 t housand, a | arge group of young

15 peopl e who have descended into the

16 Gaybor hood for what they think is

17 sonething there. There is nothing

18 for themthere but other than to

19 take over the street at this point,

20 whi ch was not planned. And so,

21 that's part of ny noving forward

22 what do we do.

23 W' ve been getting a

24 bui | d-up of young peopl e who' ve
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1 been comng to the Pride event for
2 over the last couple of years.
3 This would be the | argest group of
4  young people who would cone to this
5 space. To do what is the question.
6 And that's ny issue noving forward.
7 What do we do with young kids who
8 identify fromthe comunity, who
9 cone into the Gaybor hood, hundreds
10 of them and there's nothing to do.
11 So when you have young
12 peopl e who cone into the space --
13 Councilman Phillips, we dealt with
14  your young people up at the rec
15 center. W deal with young people
16 who are surging all over the city.
17 C.B. More, we've got calls from
18 Counci | about the different places
19 where they cone and we nove them
200 We don't arrest them And you'l
21 see even in this case, we didn't
22 arrest very few W had one child,
23 a l6-year-old who was arrested. W
24 cone in and we just nove the crowd
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1 to break themdown. And if you | et
2 me go through it, you'll see. So
3 that's part of a continuum

4 Again, we're getting

5 additional fights. Now, kids are
6 getting junped by other kids. |

7 have a duty, | have a duty to not
8 allow others to get victimzed. |
9 have a duty in the fight to take
10 sone action to make sure that

11 soneone doesn't get hurt. | stand
12 by and do nothing and a child gets
13 knocked down, brutalized and

14 assaulted, I'll be in a different
15 conversation sitting here now as to
16 why you didn't do anything.

17 So we have done this

18 customarily. [It's our rhythm W
19 nove the kids along. They nove
20 al ong. They break them down and
21 make sure that everyone's safe.
22 It's not pretty. [It's not pretty
23 when you nove a crowd of young

24 peopl e, especially when they don't
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1 want to nove. But that's what

2 we're doing. It's not to harm

3 them It's not to take anything

4 away fromthem And they did not
5 go to the Parkway. Wether it was
6 because it was $10 to go on the

7 Par kway, whatever that was, the

8 kids did not go to the Parkway.

9 And we have to figure that out.

10 And folks in this room
11 not me, folks in this roomhave to
12 figure out what are we going to do
13 with those young people. Wat are
14 we going to do wth themas they
15 nove t hrough this process,

16 especi ally young people who are

17 I dentifying now and willing to cone
18 out. That's a good thing. Listen,
19 we should praise that. W shoul d
20 praise that. But | need fol ks who
21 are chirping to help ne do that
22 because | don't know what to do in
23 that situation, but we can talk

24 about that.
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1 The next video is the

2 ki ds again building up. | know

3 it's hard for you to see it, but I
4 coul d not show the videos of young
5 people. But you're seeing kids

6 that are fighting now and that's

7 continuing. Again, sane area.

8 W'rein the Walnut area. W're in
9 12t h and Wal nut area. | won't

10 bel abor you, but go to the next

11 vi deo.

12 At sonme point, | told

13 you 1200 WAl nut is open. W

14 ultimately closed it, but we have
15 t he young peopl e and now Meri di an,
16 we're taking over the garage. Now,
17 I f you could hit that video. Ckay.
18 So now, up inside the garage, in

19 sone cases they're on top of --

20 we're not sure. We can't tell if
21 there's a wall or cars, but they've
22 now noved into the garage area. W
23 don't have control over this. W

24 don't have control over this.
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1 Next video. You'll see

2 a young lady is now -- an

3 I ndi vi dual has noved up and cli nbed

4 up onto the top and now hangi ng

5 off. If that young person, that

6 juvenile fall fromthere and wth

7 us not taking any actions, what

8 would the conversation be then,

9 right. And so, we're naking sure
10 that we are again addressing the
11 behavi or we're seeing, and that's
12 what we're doing. | don't need to
13 show t he next video, but we can
14 skip to the next one.

15 And so here, because |
16 think it's inportant now you get to
17 our response. As | share with you,
18 been at it a long tinme, right. W
19 know as young people, there's

20 nothing for themto do, they

21 converge. | amnot making an

22 I ndi ct ment of none of those young
23 people. That's us as adults to

24  figure out what the hell to do with
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1 them That's our job now |I'm

2 telling you right now and |'m

3 setting that tone now. That is our
4 jobin this roomto figure out what
5 we're going to do with those young
6 peopl e because they're com ng.

7 They weren't on social nedia. They
8 weren't on social nedia. This was
9 not a set-up. They didn't call

10 each ot her down here. They

11 actually appear, from what we can
12 see, |looking to attend sonet hi ng.
13 And so, our response at that tine
14 was we're going to deal wth this
15 as our kids are converging, that

16 we're starting to | ose control of
17 the area. W're going to nmake the
18 deci sion now that we're going to
19 push the crowd out.

20 " mgoing to show you a
21 video. | think you shared those
22 sane videos. | just want to add a
23 little bit nore context to those

24  videos. At sone point, we nove --
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1 there was this conversation the

2 horses have taken over. | have two

3 horses on the Parkway that nove

4 over to the Gayborhood to help with

5 our crowd control issues.

6 You wll see on the

7 left. -- I don't need to show the

8 videos because there's a repeat of

9 your videos. | blurred the videos

10 out, but the horses are 1500 to

11 1900 pounds. They have been used

12 in crowd control for over 200

13 years. The goal of the horse is to

14 m nim ze, one, because they have

15 hi gh angl es and they can see what's

16 over them two, it did exactly what

17 they' re supposed to do. Wen

18 peopl e see a horse, they run. It

19 de-escal ates the situation.

20 Now, that may be very

21 intimdating and | understand that,

22 to fol ks who do not -- it can be

23 very intimdating to a group of

24  young peopl e who have never seen a
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1 horse nove nethodically like that,
2 but the horse is not running anyone
3 over. They said the horse was

4 charging. They do a normal slight
5 trot that you saw the young people
6 nove away fromthat area. You see
7 t hem on the other side.

8 The next slide. Here

9 agai n, the conversation around our
10 officers noving themout. For the
11 pur pose of not repeating, you

12 al ready saw that video of the

13 of ficers noving those individuals
14 out. At this point, we noved our
15 not or bi kes over into the space.

16 We've noved our MRT teamover into
17 the space. W have two Acadeny

18 cl asses down there. W have young
19 officers down there. And so, we
20 use our notorbi kes who often tines,
21 often tines are out in the field
22 doing ATV details, who are chasing
23 ATVs, etc. But because they're a

24 nmechani zed conponent, we need to
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1 nove nore nechani zed groups over

2 there to start to nove fol ks out.

3 Is it pretty when we put

4 the bikes up on the sidewal k? No.

5 Are we | ooking and exam ning that?

6 Yes. Customarily, we would like to

7 use our bikes, just our plain bikes

8 to be able to press those. W have

9 about 30 bi kes. W don't have

10 enough staffing to do that. So the

11 not or bi kes are a conponent that we

12 use.

13 But if you | ook at the

14  video, nost of the individuals when

15 t hey saw the bi kes, turn around and

16 just wal k away. W do encounter

17 sone people, sone m nor resistance,

18 and that's custonmary whether we're

19 on bi kes, whether we're on horses,

20 what ever we are. But the

21 nmechani zed group just turning on

22 the sirens. But if you | ook at the

23 videos, you'll see nost of the

24  folks just turn around and said,
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1 we're going to nove and they were

2 conpliant. Should we have broken

3 out the barricades? Yes, we can

4 sit there as part of our process.

5 But part of when we do

6 that and we nove people out in the
7 street, | go back to the question

8 we had before. Once they get in

9 the street, | have to find a way to
10 put the bollards up and to be able
11 to block them So there is this

12 thing -- even if | put them out

13 into the street and | |et them go
14 out into the street, the question |
15 wll keep comng back to all of you
16 in this roomwas to do what? W
17 have sonme bars on 13th Street. |
18 think there's a DJ. M ke Wi ss has
19 sonet hing set up at 13th and
20 Locust. But other than that,
21 there's no events, there's no porta
22 potties, there's nothing here to
23 do.
24 So even if we take away
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1 the barricades -- and we w ||

2 accept that the barricades created

3 this thing, this kettling that

4 peopl e tal ked about. And after

5 After Action Review, we realized

6 t hat we should have nmade a

7 different decision. And so, accept

8 that as part of the process. W

9 admt that. But we also recognize

10 i n that process, even if we did, we

11 woul d have had hundreds of people

12 standing in the street. | cannot

13 stop a car com ng down the street

14 that may do sonething to those

15 i ndi vi dual s.

16 And | don't know what we

17 woul d have done ot her than drinking

18 and what else. Were are the

19 events, where are the things that

20 make people feel the part of the

21 Pride that they normally -- because

22 what happens i s people are com ng

23 to a Pride event in the Gayborhood

24 thinking it's the sane event they
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1 had | ast year, not realizing -- and
2 | don't know. So nessaging has to
3 be a part of that, has to be a big
4 part of that. You're comng to an
5 event. You're looking like this is
6 not -- even sonme of ny cops cane up
7 and they didn't even understand it.
8 So next slide. There's
9 sonme conversations about sone of

10 the activity. You showed a video
11 of ny officer tasing and there was
12 conversation about individuals

13 bei ng tased. No one was tased.

14 However, what we did have as part
15 of our policy is the officer able
16 to arc, to create that electric

17 sound, as a deterrent and it

18 de-escal ates to nove crowds.

19 You'l | see the sergeant
20 in -- you'll see the officer doing
21 that. W have renoved that as part
22 of our policy. And we are going to
23 a new taser, a Taser 10 that does

24 not allow the arcing. Even the

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179 A



69
Committee on Legislative Oversight

1 manuf acturer realized that that

2 arcing can give people a sense --

3 so | fully understand why people

4 felt tasing was happening. The

5 of ficer was novi ng around, as you

6 saw. You already saw the video. |

7 don't need to show it again. But

8 she is arcing it to nove the crowd,

9 and you see the crowd i s noving.

10 It is not pretty, but they are

11 given that authority. She's

12 wor ki ng under the authority of ne

13 as the Conm ssioner and policy.

14 And ne as the Conm ssioner wl|

15 change policy to recogni ze that

16 that can be harnful. And so, we

17 have changed the policy, but also

18 noving to sonething to not allow

19 t hat to happen.

20 Next slide. As it

21 relates to arrests, | just want to

22 clarify. Qur job was not to harm

23 t hose kids. Everybody knows ny

24 work. | don't put young peopl e,
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1 juveni |l es, young people in a space
2 where | want to arrest them So

3 despite all of the issues we have
4 with many of our juveniles, |

5 arrest very few of them very few
6 of them and the nen and wonen in
7 t he departnent know t hat.

8 In this case, we

9 arrested two young juveniles, one
10 for disorderly conduct at 11th and
11 Mar ket at 9:30 at night. The other
12 one, we have a carjacking that

13 happens around the corner. 1In the
14 process of doing the nove, there's
15 a carjacking that occurs around the
16 corner outside of a bar. An

17 I ndividual's car is taken and two
18 I ndi vidual s, an adult and a

19 juvenile are involved. They turn
20 into the traffic where we were on
21 WAl nut Street. And so, we nake an
22 arrest. Those are the only two
23 juveniles out of all of this that

24 occurred. So despite the
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1 conversation that we were in there,
2 you know, arresting and doing that,
3 we did not.

4 We woul d make arrests

5 all the way -- you can show t he

6 slide. Mny of the slides, you'l

7 see the upper part, the top part is
8 i n the Gayborhood area. But we

9 would nake arrests all the way down
10 onto Wal nut Street -- | nean, onto
11 Mar ket Street, 16th and Locust onto
12 Broad Street. Ladies and

13 gentl enen, we deal with the crowds
14 for all night long and all the way
15 up until 12:00, 12:30, do we not

16 resunme the detail to turn it back
17 over to Central.

18 So even though we noved
19 the crowd off of the gate out of
20 the area, we were still struggling
21 with |large pockets of kids that
22 were noving around the city to do
23 that. | apologize. | know | keep
24 saying kids. [|1'm&63 years old. |
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1 apol ogize. It's no disrespect to
2 our juveniles. | know sone people
3 are sensitive to that word. But

4 fully understand that |I'mtal king
5 about juveniles. | hear you in the
6 background. It is not nmeant to

7 di srespect young people. So young
8 adults, whatever you want to cal

9 t hem

10 Next slide. The

11 conversation around conplaints, we
12 received a total of six conplaints.
13 | believe we received an additional
14  conplaint today from CPOC rel at ed
15 to a job. Three of those jobs were
16 for physical abuse, pushing and

17 shoving. Two of those jobs were
18 for verbal abuse and one was the
19 policy violation related to the
20 mass of the kids wearing -- | nean,
21 the officers wearing the nasks.
22 Most of these jobs were
23 not made by the conplainant. 1In

24 sone cases, people watched the
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1 vi deo, the videos that you showed

2 earlier and called into Internal

3 Affairs to make those conpl aints.

4  And so, that's where those

5 conplaints canme from So for

6 those, we did not get any

7 conpl ai nts that anyone said they

8 were beyond what you see here,

9 pushi ng and shoving, which | think
10 sone of the videos captured verbal
11 abuse, which we're addressing and
12 the teamis going through that
13 process. And now, Internal Affairs
14 has that investigation.

15 The next slide. There
16 IS a cost associated wth all of

17 this. The cost for the

18 Phi | adel phi a Police Departnent,

19 t hat comes out of ny budget. This
20 was grandfathered in as an event

21 that we would fund. Costs for us
22 to put the staffing out there to be
23 able to do the layers of staffing

24 that | tal ked about is around 355.
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1 There's another $85, 000 that cones
2 out to a total of $438,000 to put

3 t hat event on Sunday. And so, as

4 we think through noving forward

5 next year, that's going to be an

6 | nportant factor |ooking ahead.

7 Next slide. Looking

8 ahead here's what | see, and | hope
9 everyone in here sees it the sane
10 way, Jazelle will have to talk

11 about it. But this is the event on
12 the Parkway and this is the event
13 I n the Gayborhood. W have to now
14 determ ne and plan that we are

15 going to have two separate events,
16 two separate events, working with
17 who's either the organi zer for

18 both, to ensure that we have it set
19 up in the Gaybor hood for those
20 I ndi vi dual s who are com ng there so
21 t hey can have a good tine and have
22 it the sane way we've had it years
23 past and those who are going to
24 attend t he Parkway.
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1 Who that may be,

2 Counci | woman, | do not know. And

3 that's a conversation that we wl |
4 have wth Jazelle. I'mnot a party
5 planner. M/ job is to nake it safe
6 and secure for the fol ks who attend
7 t hese events, and we do countl ess

8 of them

9 W did the FIFA with no
10 problem Peopl e nade a question

11 about the FIFA. But the difference
12 bet ween the FI FA and the fans,

13 because they were conpliant, they
14 did not cause any issues. They

15 were not fighting. They just noved
16 t hrough that process and we noved
17 effectively with them

18 Next slide. Wat we

19 wll do noving forward. Part of
20 our process is this was centered in
21 Center City. W're going to nove
22 that. Recently, we created a
23 policy planning and special events

24 teamled by a Chief Inspector.
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1 This event will now nove into a

2 hi gher echel on of planning so that

3 we have the conpl ete oversight of

4 what is going on. That is a direct

5 report to Conm ssioner Stanford,

6 who's the First Deputy.

7 And so, he will ensure

8 that we have a centrali zed,

9 coordi nated, organized event. He
10 wll ensure that we have all the
11 | npl enent ati ons and the processes
12 that we use for our FIFA and our
13 America 250. As part of our
14 ongoi ng comm tnent, one of the
15 t hi ngs we' ve al ways done,

16 particularly when we're doing First
17 Amendnent activity, and
18 Commi ssi oner Ransey instituted
19 that, was that we were tal king
20 about in front of our people about
21 what the roles and responsibility
22 and people's rights.
23 And so, part of this job
24 now wi Il be we wll do that before
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1 a Pride event, because often tines
2 both in our acadeny and our

3 training they will get that. But

4 nor eover, when they're at those

5 events, we wll give our nen and

6 wonen a history of Pride because |
7 think often tinmes they don't

8 understand the history of that and
9 the tension of that, and that this
10 was borne out of protest. And any
11 time we're in that space that we're
12 going to trigger the trauma of the
13 past, how we have to conport

14 ourselves in a way to nmake that

15 effective.

16 We're going to continue
17 to neet with Tito, who put together
18 a group of us to start tal king

19 t hrough what are the next steps,
20 who are the key stakehol ders
21 because they're m ssing people at
22 the table. And who are those
23 m ssing entities who shoul d be at
24 the table to discuss how we have

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179




78
Committee on Legislative Oversight

1 better conmuni cation, how we have

2 better planning, how do we reset

3 all of that, we're | ooking at our

4 | i ai son that Conm ssi oner Massey

5 oversees to see what that |iaison

6 group, how we can build that group

7 out to be nore effective. There

8 are a lot of things going underway.

9 But | will end here.

10 And | know | took up nost of your

11 time, but | appreciate you giving

12 me the grace. We did not go into

13 Pride with the intention of those

14  things happening and having to turn

15 fol ks away fromthe Gayborhood.

16 Yes, we acknow edge that we have to

17 do a far better plan of planning.

18 Yes, we have to nmeke sure that we

19 have an organi zed process.

20 But what | will tell

21 you, it wll not go out today, no

22 one in ny departnent gave any order

23 that you're going to go down into

24  the Gayborhood and attack the
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1 LGBTQ+ community. That is not who
2 we are as an organization. That is
3 not who I will allow us to be as an
4 organi zati on. W went down there

5 wth the purpose of making it safe.
6 It wasn't until 7:30. W went

7 quite a long tine trying to get

8 t hi ngs, even though it wasn't

9 perfect. And we have sone things
10 that we | ook back, ny executive

11 team ny entire team to see how we
12 can make it better.

13 But | stand here before
14 all of you and | say this to you,
15 next year it will not be |like that.
16 It will be prepared. It will nake
17 sure that everyone who is supposed
18 to be at the table, who cane after
19 the fact or at the table exactly
20 sayi ng what do you want to do.
21 Because it is not ny job to police
22 that event. It is to keep it safe.
23 If it's done properly, it does not
24 require me to put the officers in
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there. It just requires nme to take
our positions, nmake sure we keep it
safe and you own it. That's the
goal .

My goal is to keep it
safe, and that's what we're going
to do next year. That is our
vision for it next year. So I'l
stop there.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

Thank you for your testinony.

O her nmenbers of the
panel, would you like to provide
your testinony before we junp into
guestions?

MR. VALDES: Good
nmor ni ng, Chairperson Thomas, Vice-
Chair Landau, can you hear ne?

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
(Nodded affirmatively).

MR. VALDES. kay.
Counci | menber Brooks, Counci |l nmenber
O Rourke. And thank you for your

ongoi ng advocacy and partnership to
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this community. It doesn't go
unnoticed. And of course, nenbers
of the Commttee on Legislative
Oversight. 1'mTito Val dez,
Executive Director of LGBTQ+
Affairs for the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify regarding
Resol uti on No. 260650, introduced
of course by ny friend
Counci | menber Landau.

| am joined today by ny
col | eagues, Police Comm ssioner
Kevin Bethel and Cty
Representative and Director of
Speci al Events Jazelle Jones. And
whil e they can best speak to the
public safety and event pl anning
aspects of this year's Pride march
and festival, |'m happy to speak
about this city's unwaveri ng
commtnent to the LGBTQ+ community,
not just during Pride Month, but

t hroughout the entire year.
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1 First, I1'dlike to

2 provi de an overview of the Mayor's
3 Ofice of LABTQ+ Affairs. The

4 office serves as the city's primary
5 | iai son to Phil adel phia's LGBTQ+

6 community, working to strengthen

7 rel ati onshi ps between city

8 governnment and LGBTQ+ residents,

9 or gani zati ons, busi nesses,

10 advocat es and conmmunity | eaders.
11 Qur mssion is to foster neani ngful
12 engagenent, advance i ncl usive

13 policies and practices and ensure
14 city services are responsive,

15 accessible, and reflective of the
16 di verse conmuniti es we serve.

17 Est abl i shed to el evate
18 t he voi ces and experi ences of

19 Phi | adel phia's LGBTQ+ residents

20 within city governnent, the office
21 wor ks across departnents to

22 i dentify opportunities, address

23 chal | enges and create pat hways for

24 col l aboration. This work extends
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1 far beyond Pride Month and reflects

2 the Adm nistration's commtnent to

3 ensuring that every Phil adel phi an

4 feels seen, respected, val ued and

5 connected to their governnent.

6 Pride is one of

7 Phi | adel phia's | argest and nost

8 visible celebrations, and its

9 success depends on the collective

10 efforts of event organizers, city

11 agenci es, public safety partners,

12 busi nesses, volunteers and

13 community nmenbers. FEach year the

14 Ofice of LABTQ Affairs recogni zes

15 and supports Pride cel ebrations as

16 an i nportant expression of the

17 strength, history and diversity of

18 our LGBTQ+ community.

19 Wi |l e event planning and

20 execution are led by Pride

21 organi zers in coordination wth

22 rel evant city departnents, our

23 office remains available as a

24 resource to support conmunication,
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1 communi ty engagenent and connecti on
2 to city | eadership when needed.

3 This year, our office supported the
4 cel ebration by maintaining an open
5 | ine of communication with

6 organizers as well as conmunity

7 st akehol ders, maki ng oursel ves

8 avai l abl e to assist where

9 appropri ate and hel ping to expand
10 community access and participation
11 t hrough support for community

12 menbers attendi ng Pride events.

13 Following this year's
14 Pride cel ebrations, which

15 successful |y brought thousands of
16 peopl e together for a vibrant and
17 menor abl e cel ebration on the

18 Par kway, our office recognized the
19 | nportance of continuing the

20 di al ogue beyond the event itself.
21 In response to concerns and

22 frustrations expressed by nenbers
23 of the community follow ng the

24 cel ebrati on, we convened
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1 conversations wth LGBTQ+

2 organi zati ons, busi ness owners,

3 community | eaders, residents,

4 advocates and event participants to
5 better understand their experiences
6 and identify opportunities for

7 | nprovenent and to offer greater

8 t ransparency.

9 On June 16th, we hosted
10 a two-hour inperson information

11 gat hering and sol uti ons-focused

12 meeting wth key comunity

13 st akehol ders, representatives from
14 the Mayor's Advisory Commttee on
15 LEBTQ+ Affairs, |leadership fromthe
16 Mayor's OFfice and other city

17 departnents, all representing the
18 Administration's commtnent to

19 listening directly to community
20 menbers and supporting a
21 col | aborative path forward.
22 As with any | arge-scal e
23 public event, of course there are

24 opportunities to reflect, to
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1 evaluate and to inprove. During

2 t hat di scussion, the Phil adel phi a

3 Police Departnent, |ed by

4 Commi ssi oner Bethel, provided an

5 overvi ew of Pride weekend

6 operations, including crowd

7 managenent strategies, public

8 saf ety outcones, enforcenent

9 activity and ongoing accountability
10 nmeasures. Menbers of the community
11 al so shared their experiences and
12 perspectives regardi ng public

13 safety interactions, accessibility
14 and conmuni cati on.

15 What becane cl ear

16 t hrough these discussions is that
17 there is a shared desire to

18 strengthen the rel ationshi p between
19 the city and the LGBT community,
20 | aw enf orcenent and event
21 organi zers. Wile this
22 conversation of course did not
23 resol ve every issue, it created an

24 | nportant opportunity to listen, to
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1 better understand different

2 perspectives and to begin building

3 a foundation for a neani ngful

4 col | abor ati on.

5 One of the key takeaways

6 fromthese conversations was that

7 trust is built not only through

8 di al ogue, but through how we

9 respond to what we hear. That

10 nmeans acknow edgi ng concerns,

11 I dentifying opportunities for

12 | nprovenent and remai ning commtted

13 to continued partnership.

14 Community nenbers identified

15 opportunities to strengthen future

16 Pride planning through earlier

17 engagenent, inproved conmuni cati on,

18 expanded accessibility

19 consi derations, greater youth

20 I ncl usion and continued efforts to

21 build trust between | aw enforcenent

22 and the LGBTQ+ community.

23 Parti ci pants enphasi zed

24  that public safety and community
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1 dignity are shared goals and that

2 both nmust remain central to future
3 pl anning efforts. Moving forward,
4 ny office will continue working

5 with our partners to advance

6 recommendat i ons focused on three

7 priorities: Rebuilding trust and

8 accountability, expandi ng inclusion
9 and accessibility, and

10 strengt heni ng coordi nati on,

11 I nvest nent and conmunity

12 partnership. These efforts wll

13 I ncl ude establishing stronger

14 col | aboration structures anong

15 Pri de stakehol ders, expandi ng

16 LGBTQ+ cul tural conpetency efforts,
17 enhanci ng conmuni cati on protocols,
18 devel opi ng a conprehensive LGBTQ+
19 youth engagenent strategy,
20 conducting a cityw de LGBTQ+
21 i stening tour, exploring
22 communi ty- based safety and wel | ness
23 initiatives, identifying
24 sust ai nabl e resource opportunities,
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1 and establishing neasurable

2 I ndi cators to eval uate progress,

3 just to nane a few.

4 What we heard through

5 this process was that this

6 conversation is about nore than one
7 weekend or one event. W know that
8 Pride is rooted in history and

9 community and culture and in

10 bel onging. W remain conmtted to
11 fostering neani ngful relationships
12 between the city and Phil adel phia's
13 LA&BTQ+ conmunity, continuing to

14 | earn and supporting efforts that
15 pronote dignity and respect for

16 al | .

17 The Mayor has

18 consi stently enphasi zed that the

19 strongest sol utions are devel oped
20 in partnership with the comunities
21 we serve. That principle will
22 continue to guide ny work and the
23 work of ny office as we build a

24 Pride celebration that is safe,
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1 wel com ng, accessi bl e and

2 reflective of the diversity and

3 strength of Phil adel phia's LGBTQ+

4 community. Thank you for the

5 opportunity to testify today and

6 ' m happy to answer any questions

7 t hat you have.

8 M5. JONES: Good

9 nmorni ng. Thank you, Chairperson

10 Thomas, Vice-Chair Landau and

11 menbers of the Commttee on the

12 Legi sl ative Oversight. | am

13 Jazell e Jones and | serve as the

14 Gty Representative and the

15 Director of Special Events for the

16 City of Philadel phia. Thank you

17 for the opportunity to testify

18 regardi ng Resol ution No. 260650,

19 I ntroduced by Counci | nenber Landau.

20 | am joined today by ny col |l eagues,

21 Pol i ce Conm ssi oner Kevin Bet hel

22 and Director of the LGBTQ+ Tito

23 Val dez.

24 Comm ssi oner Bethel's
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1 testi nony spoke to the public

2 safety aspect of this year's Pride

3 march, and M. Tito's testinony

4 spoke to the city's ongoi ng

5 partnership with the LGBTQ+

6 comunity. M testinony is going

7 to focus on the inportance of event

8 pl anni ng overall when it cones to

9 ensuring successful events.

10 First, I1'dlike to

11 provi de an overview of ny office

12 and the hundreds of events that we

13 support each year. Most notably, |

14 want to share sone inportant

15 t akeaways fromthe nmultitude of

16 2026-rel ated events this sumer.

17 The O fice of the Gty

18 Representative and Special Events

19 serves as a one-stop shop for the

20 pl anni ng, production and permtting

21 of special events throughout

22 Phi | adel phi a.

23 Qur mssionis to ensure

24 event organi zers obtain the
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appropriate permts, |icenses and
I nsurance required to host a safe
and successful event within the
city. Qur teamal so serves as the
primary point of contact for
speci al events. W assi st
organi zers with site plans, road
cl osures, permtting requirenents
and ot her operational details
dependi ng on the size, the scope
and conplexity of an event. Qur
of fi ce coordi nates pl anni ng
neeti ngs between event organi zers
and the city's Special Events Task
Force, which includes
representatives fromcity
departnents and agenci es who are
responsi ble for the permtting, the
coordi nati on and safe execution of
speci al events.

These agenci es i ncl ude
t he Phil adel phia Police Departnent,
t he Phil adel phia Fire Departnent,
t he Departnent of Public Health,
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1 t he Departnent of Streets,

2 Phi | adel phia's Parks and

3 Recreation, the Departnents of

4 Li censes and | nspections and nany
5 ot her key partners. Together the
6 Speci al Events Task Force reviews
7 permt applications, the site

8 pl ans, traffic managenent pl ans,

9 public safety plans, ADA

10 accessibility plans and ot her

11 operati onal docunents to ensure
12 that events are safe and properly
13 permtted as well as coordi nated.
14 Thi s col | aborative nodel
15 has successfully supported sone of
16 Phi | adel phia's | argest events just
17 this summer, including FIFA Fan
18 Festival, the M.B All -Star Red

19 Car pet Show, Wawa Wl cone Anerica
20 Festival, the 4th of July concert
21 and Fireworks, Anmerica 250
22 cel ebrations and soon the upcom ng
23 Phi | adel phia Cycling d assic and

24 nunerous ot her festivals, races,
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1 parades and community events. This

2 revi ew process also hel ps determ ne

3 the level of city services that are

4 requested and/or required for each

5 event, including police, fire,

6 sanitation, traffic control and

7 many ot her nuni ci pal resources.

8 In addition to

9 coordinating the permt process,

10 our office provides onsite

11 operati onal support for nmany nmjor

12 events, including the Phil adel phia

13 Pride March and Festival that took

14 pl ace on the Benjam n Franklin

15 Par kway. The permtted

16 Phi | adel phia Pride March and

17 Festival on the Parkway was

18 executed safely and successfully

19 t hrough cl ose coordi nati on anong

20 event organi zers and city partners.

21 The event, which

22 typically exceeds over 60, 000

23 att endees t hroughout the day,

24  featured a new | ocation which had
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1 an expanded footprint to inprove

2 accessibility and overall event

3 experience for the attendees,

4 security screening and a dedi cat ed

5 medi cal unit to enhance public

6 safety, a traffic control plan that

7 followed the city's proven Par kway

8 event nodel, utilizing an

9 establ i shed road cl osure footprint

10 t hat has been successfully

11 I npl enented for maj or events al ong

12 t he Ben Franklin Parkway.

13 The event organi zer,

14 Philly Pride 365, applied to host

15 t he Phil adel phia Pride March and

16 Festival on the Benjamn Franklin

17 Par kway, a prem er event venue that

18 has successfully hosted nationally

19 recogni zed events such as the Made

20 In America Festival, the 2017 NFL

21 draft, Welcone Anmerica and the

22 annual Phi |l adel phi a Mar at hon

23  weekend.

24 Upon review, the
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1 proposed nove was approved because,
2 in part, the expanded footprint

3 provi des the space and

4 I nfrastructure needed to support

5 the event's continued growh in

6 attendance, progranm ng,

7 entertai nment and community

8 engagenent while increasing its

9 wvisibility as one of the city's

10 si gnature annual cel ebrations.

11 Hosting Pride on the

12 Par kway positions the event for

13 | ong-term success, allow ng

14 organi zers to build upon its

15 nonment um and accommodate future

16 gromh in a safe, accessible and
17 wor | d-cl ass setting. The office of
18 the City Representative and Speci al
19 Events remains commtted to

20 supporting the Philadel phia Pride
21 March and Festival as well as all
22 the other permtted events

23  throughout the city with

24 prof essionalism collaboration and
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1 attention to detail through

2 t hought ful pl anni ng, strong

3 part nershi ps and a st eadf ast

4 commtnent to public safety,

5 accessibility and operational

6 excel | ence.

7 Qur office wll continue

8 to ensure that all events of all

9 Si zes are coordi nated and execut ed

10 safely, successfully and in a

11 manner that best serves event

12 organi zers, our residents and our

13 visitors alike. | thank you for

14 the opportunity to testify today

15 and | am al so here to answer any

16 guestions that you nay have.

17 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

18 Comm ssi oner Bethel, the nmasks.

19 COW SSI ONER BETHEL.:

20 Yeah. I'd just like to -- during

21 t he novenent and didn't show a

22 vi deo, at the end of one of the

23 videos you woul d have seen one of

24 the officers depicted with masks
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 on. First and forenost, we did a
2 t horough anal ysis. W went beyond
3 the four -- there were additional
4 officers. | believe eight or nine
5 of ficers who had on nasks.
6 | sit here today and |
7 can tell you | have absolutely no
8 | dea why ny officers were wearing
9 masks on that day. That is not
10 acceptable. That is not a part of
11 the policy and you are 100% - -
12 Counci | menber, | sat in your room
13 and | told you that and | said that
14 that's not what we do. But just
15 | i ke anything, unfortunately folks
16 violate policy and we have a
17 process for that. W
18 I mredi ately -- Internal Affairs is
19 i nvestigating that matter. The
20 officers right now, as | said, they
21 work in the district and they nove
22 into these M RT conponents as a
23 specialized and privileged entity.

24  They are not in that position at
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1 this time as we go through the

2 I nvestigation. | won't go through
3 anyt hi ng nore because they are

4 going through a disciplinary

5 process.

6 But | stand here before
7 everyone, ny nen and wonen are not
8 supposed to be wearing masks unl ess
9 It's by policy. Now, you may see
10 one of ny highway patrol officers
11 on a 30-degree day goi ng down 95,
12 yes, they're going to wear masks.
13 On January 1st during the parade,
14 yes, we're going to give them sone
15 authority to wear sonething that is
16 much nore confortable.

17 But for their daily

18 duties and their daily work, they
19 do not and shall not and will not
20 be wearing masks. We wi || address
21 that. W addressed that internally
22 and we'l |l address that through the
23 disciplinary process. | just want

24 to make sure | get that out.
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1 COUNCI LMAN THOMAS: And
2 so, if | can thank you for that

3 statenent. If | can just offer a

4 little recommendation as it rel ates
5 to what they wear. It's been cold
6 for as long as |'ve been born. The
7 mask phenonenon is a new thing. So
8 whatever people need to do to stay
9 warm don't wear what they wear.

10 And we all know who they are. Al
11 right. So whatever is going to be
12 to stay warm there was a long tine
13 where we would stay warmw th

14 mttens and all these other things
15 that were not masks. This is a new
16 phenonenon.

17 So even in the cold 30
18 degree weat her, -30 degree weat her,
19 | don't think it's any excuse for
20 | aw enf orcenent to cover their
21 face. W can go earnmuffs --
22 ( Appl ause.)
23 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  We

24 can wear gl oves, we can do a |ot.
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But I don't think that we should
|l et the weather justify people
doi ng sonething in 2026 that they
didn't do in 1996.

COW SSI ONER BETHEL: And
| hear you, Councilman. | just
want to neet you sonewhere --
hi ghway patrol officer who's on a
wheel going 60 or 70 m | es an hour,
whet her he's doing a parade or a
| ead or sonething, that air hitting
his or her face is significant.

And | think --

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

You' ve been around a long tine.
VWhat did that officer do before we
were in this | CE phenonenon?

COW SS| ONER BETHEL:
They' ve al ways worn -- on the
not orcycl es, they've al ways worn
sone type of shield. But they take
themoff. |It's only done when
they're riding, not when they're --

COUNCI LMAN THONVAS:
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1 We'l|l cross that bridge when we get
2 there. You know where we are as it
3 relates to that. And | just want

4 to remnd fol ks, when young peopl e
5 were wearing nmasks, we denoni zed

6 them right. It didn't matter if

7 it was cold. It didn't matter what
8 was going on. They got denonized
9 when they were wearing masks. And
10 unfortunately, we find these

11 justifications, especially in a

12 climate like this, for |aw

13 enforcenent to do it. | have to
14 pass it to Council menber Landau.

15 She's going to chair the rest of

16 t he heari ng.

17 Before | pass it to

18 Counci | menber Landau, |'m just

19 curious. You said in the beginning
20 that you had officers, to use your
21 words, you had officers who are
22 consi dered anongst the comunity,
23 right. That was part of your

24 testinony in the beginning. How
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1 many officers who were depl oyed

2 t hat day woul d you consi der anobngst

3 the community?

4 And then how many - -

5 because if |I'm anongst the

6 comunity and | see sonething

7 wong, | think | feel alittle nore

8 obligated to report it. So how

9 many officers that day that were

10 depl oyed were consi dered anongst

11 the community? And how many

12 officers reported any bad behavi or

13 fromtheir coll eagues that day?

14 So we're | ooking at

15 video where we clearly see officers

16 doing wong. |'mcurious did any

17 ot her officer say, hey, Rue, you

18 got a mask on, you shoul d probably

19 take that off. Wre there any

20 reports that day fromofficers

21 reporting officers for behavior

22 that we should not have seen since

23 there were so many officers out

24 there that's anongst the community?
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1 COW SSI ONER BETHEL: |
2 don't have that information as to
3 where all of those -- we did both
4 the external conplaints and then

5 what we have, Internal Affairs is
6 going through all of the video of

7 all the nmen and wonen through their
8 body-worn caneras, to see if we

9 determ ned that there is anything
10 that was in violation.

11 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  But
12 did a police officer report another
13 police officer for being in

14 violation? Ws there one officer
15 who said, nan, they got on masks,
16 that's not right, I'"mgoing to

17 report this?

18 COWM SSI ONER BETHEL:

19 No. | think in that regard as part
20 of the investigation, it should
21 have been a supervi sor who
22 I dentified those -- those nen and
23  wonen were under supervision. It
24 IS the supervisor's responsibility
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1 at that tinme to identify that the
2 officers are not in policy and nmake
3 those adjustnents. That is part of
4 the investigation internally that
5 we' re doi ng.
6 It should have not taken
7 an officer to say that this person
8 shoul d not have a mask on. It
9 shoul d have been the supervisor who
10 was managi ng those nen and wonen to
11 Identify that those persons were
12 not in policy.
13 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
14 Commi ssioner Bethel, this is
15 where -- so let's go back, because
16 we have a long history. And so,
17 there was a tinme when you were
18 runni ng school police and I was the
19 Chair of the Education Comm ttee.
20 And when an incident happened in a
21 school, a teacher who w tnesses the
22 incident is obligated to report the
23 I nci dent whether I'min charge of
24  that person or not.
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1 So hel p ne understand

2 how do we have a climate with | aw

3 enforcenent where | can watch ny

4 col | eague do sonet hi ng wong, and

5 then you are telling us that the

6 person who's responsible for

7 addressi ng the col |l eague doi ng

8 sonet hing wong is a supervisor and

9 there's no responsibility for the

10 of ficer standing next to the

11 officer with a mask on?

12 Soif I"'mwth Rue,

13 right, and Rue does sonethi ng wong

14 and | don't say sonething to Rue,

15 the public will view both of us as

16 doing sonething wong. So I'm

17 trying to figure out why would it

18 be only the responsibility of the

19 supervisor? And again, |I'm

20 asking --

21 COW SSI ONER BETHEL.:

22 That's not what |'msaying. Wat

23 |"msaying in that situation there

24  the supervisor had a duty and
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responsibility to nake sure his
people were in the proper uniform
As it relates to overall, our nen
and wonen are trained and in policy
that if they observe officers doing
things that are inappropriate and
out si de of policy, they have a duty
to stop that behavior and they have
a duty to report that behavior.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  So
the mask wouldn't fall in that
cat egory?

COWM SSI ONER BETHEL:
But what |'m saying to you, Yyes,
even if the officer saw the person
that had a mask on, he or she has
no authority to say, hey, Oficer
Smth, take that off. He or she
woul d go to the supervisor and give
t hat i nformation.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  So
that was ny first question.

COW SSI ONER BETHEL: My

position is that could have
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1 happened. That's why we're going

2 t hrough the investigation. W

3 don't know if that happened or not

4 until we do the investigation. |

5 don't know that.

6 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Cone

7 on, Comm sh. | mean, the incident

8 happened a |l ong tine ago --

9 COW SSI ONER BETHEL.:

10 No, |I'm going through a --

11 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  You

12 don't know if one officer reported

13 one officer?

14 COWM SSI ONER BETHEL.:

15 Li sten --

16 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Let

17 me explain why |'m asking. Because

18 when you commrunicated early on, |I'm

19 just listening, right, all the

20 videos and clips, | seen maybe one

21 or two. I'll give a shout-out to

22 Jacen for telling nme that's what

23 was going on. But alot of this

24 information is new for ne. So |
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have no bias here, right. [|I'm
collecting information. [|I'm
| i stening to questions.

And when | hear the
intention of the Admnnistration is
to put people of the conmunity in
the event, it would give us the
perception that you' re putting
people there who are sensitive to
the issues that's going on, know ng
that they would --

COW SSI ONER BETHEL: |

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: - -
they woul d address it -- okay. Go
ahead.

COW SSI ONER BETHEL.:
First and forenost, | have a nunber
of officers who do not identify
Wi thin the departnent. So |
couldn't begin to tell you the
nunber of officers | --

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  So

you gave us the wong perception.
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1 You probably shouldn't have said

2 that to us.

3 COW SSI ONER BETHEL: |

4 met with ny GOAL Chapter after this

5 event. In that process, | found

6 that sonme of the officers were down

7 i n that space during the operation.

8 They shared with us that they had

9 concerns about how we oper at ed.

10 They had concerns about the

11 barricades. And it did not cone up

12 that they -- dependi ng on where

13 they were. They could have been on

14 13th and Locust, standing on the

15 corner, watching a barricade and

16 not seeing any of the behavior that

17 you're describing. So | don't nake

18 any assunptions that those fol ks

19 that | described to you who

20 identify with the community who net

21 with ne were in that place where

22 you're describing the nmasks.

23 That was a small area

24  where we saw the nen and wonen
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1 wal king up with the masks. | can't
2 tell you who was in that space was
3 fromthe community who woul d have

4 said, hey, there's sonething wong.
5 That being said --

6 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: |

7 understand what you're saying. |I'm
8 just going by what the testinony

9 was that was communi cat ed.

10 COW SSI ONER BETHEL.:

11 That bei ng said, when we

12 I nvestigate things through Internal
13 Affairs, we do an expansive --

14 that's why | told you, | could

15 easily sit with the four people you
16 showed ne and say that was it. W
17 went through every video and said,
18 oh, there's additional nen and

19 wonen who are wearing nasks,
20 because we didn't even see it in
21 the video. That was expanding the
22 I nvestigati on.
23 Part of Comm ssi oner
24 Dal es and his teamw ||l now go
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1 t hrough and they will sit down and
2 w Il determ ne what was being said
3 in that situation. There nay have
4 been an officer who went to a
5 supervi sor and said sonething is
6 wong, you need to do sonething.
7 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: So
8 you don't know? You don't know if
9 any officer --
10 COW SSI ONER BETHEL: |
11 have a process. They have due
12 process. | can't nake those --
13 they have to go through a due
14  process. M nmen and wonen go
15 t hrough an interview process. They
16 have attorneys through the FOP in
17 that process. W' re going through
18 the process of an investigation.
19 W're not going to sit there and
20 make any assunptions. | want to
21 know why they were in masks. Those
22 things will cone out.
23 And then at that point,
24 we'll be able to nmake a full
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1 determ nation of what was said,

2 when it was said, what shoul d have
3 been done, what was not done. And
4 then | will make and ultimately the
5 departnent will nake a disciplinary
6 decision as to what shoul d happen

7 to those nen and wonen. But |

8 can't do those things w thout

9 getting all that together,

10 Counci | man.

11 | cannot sit there and
12 say he did it because | would

13 expose that investigation. Even if
14 | had that information, | could not
15 sit here and tell you that M chael
16 Smith gave that information because
17 that woul d not be appropriate. W
18 need to nmake sure the

19 i nvestigation -- even in this
20 public environnment, | have things
21 that | have to -- and processes |
22 have to do. Because if we can do
23 that, then guess what, there'll be
24 no di scipline.
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1 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  So,
2 Comm ssioner, | ook, let's take a

3 st ep back.

4 COW SS|I ONER BETHEL:

5 Yes, sir.

6 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Al

7 right. So first of all, let ne

8 comrend you because you're the only
9 person who cane up here and sai d,
10 we did this wong and we'll do

11 better, right. So | appreciate you
12 having a spirit of being open to

13 admtting what wasn't done well and
14 then saying, this is what we need
15 to do noving forward. So let ne

16 provi de that context because |

17 think that's inportant.

18 | think just |istening,
19 and this is it and I'll pass it to
20  Counci | renber Landau, the Chair

21 novi ng forward, not know ng nuch

22 I nformation comng into today's

23 conversation and listening and

24  watching, especially the video of
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t he young people, | still don't
under st and what young peopl e
fighting at 3:30 has to do with --
or whatever tine it was.

["'mgoing to explain it
to you. In broad daylight, we're
wat chi ng young people fight. And
anybody who knows the City of
Phi | adel phia, we know t he young
peopl e gat her because they just
want to gather. So | still don't
real |y understand the context of
t he young peopl e gat hering the way
they did while the parade was
happeni ng over there and then the
young peopl e in broad daylight
doi ng what they doing, leading to
thi s aggressive police presence
t hat happened later. So |I'm not
even going to go there. [|'Il let
Counci | menber Landau fi gure that
out .

| think what |I'm

| istening to and what the concern
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1 Is, is it doesn't really feel |ike
2 we're having a conversation that

3 can put us in a position of earning
4 the trust of a lot of the people

5 who feel like the trust has been

6 | ost, because sone of this stuff is
7 let's just call it confusing. And
8 so, when | listen to you tal k about
9 the officers and I'mwondering all
10 of the negative behavior we've

11 seen, |like ny instinct says, wow,
12 did any of the officers say

13 anyt hi ng.

14 | nmean, it's okay to say
15 you don't know, and | woul d never
16 ask you to nane an officer, but

17 there are a | ot of people -- there
18 are well nore than dozens of

19 officers out there. And as we're
20 wat ching this clip, | think what

21 we're trying to figure out is the
22 culture of the police departnent.
23 Do we have a police departnent

24 where the culture is if | see
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sonebody doing sonething wong, |I'm
going to say sonething or do we
have the culture of a police
departnment whereas if | see
sonebody doi ng sonet hi ng w ong,
this is ny brother, this is the
br ot her hood and |' m not doi ng
nothing, I"'mnore |oyal to the

br ot her hood than the people we
serve. And | think that's the
thing that we're trying to figure
out right now.

( Appl ause.)

COW SSI ONER BETHEL: |
think that's a big junp. You have
553 nen and wonen on station that
day. O that, nine individuals
were identified wearing masks. So
| would say this --

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  So
|l et's nove past the masks. Masks
was just one thing. | think we saw
ot her behavi or that was

probl emati c.
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1 COW SSI ONER BETHEL: But
2 you said a culture, right. | want
3 to put it in context.

4 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

5 Yeah, culture.

6 COW SSI ONER BETHEL: | f
7 | got 553 people and that nine

8 people were in violation of the

9 policy, we're going to address

10 that. So when you say the cul ture,
11 | mean, | don't know -- | don't

12 know where you're going with that
13 when you say the culture. On this
14 day I am wal king -- we're wal ki ng
15 t hrough that process. W have a
16 duty.

17 See, | don't have the
18 | uxury of looking at a clip and

19 saying, that's all | have. | don't
20 have the |uxury of |ooking at a
21 video and saying that little
22 30-second shot -- | need to do the
23 conplete. In that investigation,
24 "' mnot just |ooking for masks.
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1 "' m 1 ooking for any ot her

2 violations. Did those officers use
3 force that they weren't supposed

4 to, beyond just the masks. D d any
5 of those officers engage in force

6 that they weren't supposed to.

7 W' re going to be |looking at their
8 body canera. Wat happened at the
9 end when t hey wal ked, what happened
10 before they wal ked up and put the
11 mask on. Wen did the body-worn

12 canera go on? Wen did they

13 activate the body-worn canera?

14 There's multiple layers, nultiple
15 | ayers --

16 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  |'m
17 not denying that. It was nore of a
18 vyes or no thing, right. It was an
19 al | ey-oop, Conmm sh. That was an
20 easy one to be like, no, of course
21 not, that's not the climte of our
22 police departnent. W understand
23 we serve the people of

24 Phi | adel phia. W're here to serve
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t he people of Philadel phia. And if
sonmeone sees soneone doi ng
sonet hi ng wong, they see
sonet hi ng, they say sonet hi ng.
COW SSI ONER BETHEL.:
But you know that, Councilnman. You
know t hat .
COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
That's called an all ey-oop,
Commi ssioner. Yes, of course
that's the case. I|I'mtelling you
t hat peopl e have the perception
that that's not what's going on.
So I'mthrowi ng you an all ey-oop so
you can | et the people know --
COWM SSI ONER BETHEL: |
don't need an alley-oop. Listen --
COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Hey,
| ook, this is what's going on. W
are not that type of departnent.
We do because you're --
COW SSI ONER BETHEL.:
|"ve said that countless tines.

You focused on the nasks and you
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1 centered around the masks. You

2 start wwth a question around --

3 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

4 Commi ssioner, | promse |'m not

5 focused on the masks. And this is
6 going in a direction that | don't

7 think is productive. So what |'|

8 dois I'll pass it to Council menber
9 Landau so Counci | menber Landau can
10 begin to chair the conversation,

11 because I'mjust trying to -- |I'm
12 trying to be the nediator right now
13 and put us in a position to restore
14 trust with the public. And I think
15 you're getting frustrated with ne
16 because you think I"'mtrying to

17 have these gotcha nonents and |I'm
18 not .

19 |'"'mjust |ooking at the
20 audience. |'mlooking at their

21 facial expressions. This is the

22 teacher that | am And |I' m sayi ng,
23 whoa, they're cringing back there.

24  They don't like that. Let's cone
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1 back wwth a different tone and | et

2 peopl e know, hey, |ook, no, that's

3 not the climate in our police

4 departnment. Qur fol ks are taught

5 and trained if they see sonething,

6 they do this, they do that, they do

7 this --

8 COW SSI ONER BETHEL: |

9 said that to you. | told you that.

10 | told you there was a policy --

11 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

12 Madam Chair, you got it. Thank

13 you, Commi ssioner. Thank you,

14 ever ybody.

15 ( Appl ause.)

16 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU

17 Commi ssi oner Bethel, we have known

18 each other for a long, long tine.

19 | was running the city's Comm ssion

20 on Human Rel ations. You were a

21 Deputy Conm ssioner. You were ny

22 nunber one poi nt person when we

23 were resolving issues in the Gty

24 of Philadel phia. | nust admt that
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1 your testinony today and what |I'm
2 hearing is both painful and

3 per pl exi ng.

4 Your description of what
5 happened on June 7th and the way

6 you' ve described it, you ended up
7 contradi cting yourself nultiple

8 tinmes. You said you knew peopl e

9 were going to cone back to the

10 Gaybor hood, that you knew t hey

11 would mgrate there, that you had
12 pl anned for it. And then you would
13 say on anot her separate occasion
14 you didn't know this was going to
15 happen. This was sonethi ng that

16 wasn't planned.

17 Your own slide says you
18 had ten schedul ed i nperson and

19 virtual neetings that were held
20 between April 17th and June 4th.
21 Yet early neetings were focused on
22 the event's relocation to the
23 Par kway. Yet pl anni ng di scussi ons,
24 public safety discussions and
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1 numer ous additi onal phone calls

2 occurred before and during the

3 event to exchange intelligence and

4 coordi nate planning, |ogistics and

5 mer gi ng.

6 It is mnd-boggling to

7 thi nk that you and your team woul d

8 not know t hat people were going

9 back to the Gayborhood. When we

10 went down to Penn's Landi ng when

11 Pride was there for nmany years, we

12 went back to the Gayborhood. This

13 was not a surprise. It wasn't

14 unexpected. And, in fact, it is ny

15 belief that there actually was a

16 version of a plan; is that correct?

17 That with the captain, there was a

18 version of the plan of what to do

19 t hat day?

20 COW SSI ONER BETHEL: As

21 | shared, | don't think |I'm being

22 contradictory. Wat |'msaying to

23 you is it's easy for -- we didn't

24 know what we were going to expect
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1 back there. W knew people were
2 going to cone back. W knew that.
3 What they were going to do and what
4 it would be is what we woul d not be
5 able to anticipate.
6 There was no way anyone
7 could anticipate -- yes, they're
8 going to cone back to the
9 Gayborhood. But if the event has
10 now nmoved, if the event has now
11 noved to the Parkway, we've shifted
12 all of our assets to the Parkway.
13 Then, yeah, we're going to cone
14 back so the team set up a
15 pedestrian detail, right. W're
16 going to let the traffic nove --
17 simlar to what we do after, you
18 know, we used to have the G eek and
19 after the Geek in the park, folks
20 woul d go to South Street.
21 After we have the
22 Mummers, they go to 2 Street.
23 After we have the Puerto Rican Day

24 parade, they go back into -- but in
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1 all those cases, there are

2 organi zers. There are fol ks who

3 are helping to manage it and keep

4 It together, you know what | nean.

5 Wat we did not and coul d not

6 anticipate there would be a | arge

7 nunber of people who are not going

8 to go to the Parkway.

9 If they're setting up --
10 if they're comng to the Gaybor hood
11 at 1 o'clock in the afternoon, what
12 does that tell you, Councilwoman?
13 Qur detail wasn't even set to start
14 until 3:00 because we did not
15 anticipate that they would be in
16 t he Gayborhood that early.

17 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.
18 Commi ssioner, this is not ny job to
19 antici pate when fol ks are com ng
20 back. It is your job. And I wll
21 say this --
22 COW SSI ONER BETHEL: |
23 know ny job, Councilwoman. | know
24 ny | ob.
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1 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU
2 Wen you described the Geek Picnic
3 going to South Street and Munmers
4 going to 2 Street, you did not say
5 that there was nothing there for
6 them Because to us there is never
7 nothing there in the Gaybor hood.
8 For us, there is community. There
9 are bars for people who are over
10 21. There is nusic, there is fun
11 and there is absolutely community.
12 And when you saw young people in
13 t he parking garage, they were
14 dancing. They weren't fighting.
15 They wer e danci ng.
16 COWM SS| ONER BETHEL:
17 Counci | woman, Counci | woman, now,
18 let's be -- we have to have a --
19 the only nusic that | nmade aware of
20 Is what M chael Wiss had set up at
21 13th and Locust. Yes, historically
22 there was what you just descri bed.
23 But sonebody tell ne that was there

24  that day. Yeah, | got alcohol, |
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1 got al cohol being sold. Folks are
2 telling nme that -- show ne the

3 vi deo. You showed a | ot of videos
4 her e.

5 Sonebody show ne a vi deo
6 of what you described, that there's
7 DJs out there for people to dance,
8 that there's urinals for people to
9 be able to go to the restroomif

10 they have to. | nean, from what

11 |'"ve seen up to this point there is
12 not hi ng out there but what is up at
13 13th and Locust. And then there's
14 ot her people who are just wal ki ng
15 ar ound.

16 Yes, when they go to

17 South Street, that woul d be a

18 chal | enge for us but there are

19 stores there too, right. And so,
20 there was a | ot of commerci al
21 activity and we would ultimtely
22 w nd up, guess what, Council wonan,
23 pushed people off of South Street
24  when the crowd got so bad that we
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1 could not control it and it would

2 get out of control and we woul d

3 ultimately -- and I would | ead

4 those as a sergeant, as a

5 | i eutenant, as a captain and as a

6 deputy conm ssioner as well,

7 because we woul d have to nove

8 peopl e because that convergent

9 behavi or wil| becone dangerous.

10 You tal k about the young
11 people. You can't separate the

12 process. You can't have kids who
13 are fighting in a breezeway,

14 hundreds of them you can't have

15 ki ds who are taking over a business
16 and people can't get their cars.

17 You can't take kids who are -- |

18 didn't show you all the videos.

19 Al right. | nean, you pick and
20 sel ect the videos. That continuous
21 behavi or, we've seen enough of it.
22 Then there's a shooti ng.
23 There's a shooting. And then
24 everybody's | ooking at ne |ike,
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1 well, why did you do that. The
2 goal was just to nove them out.
3 We're not going in -- we don't nake
4 an arrest. So if the goal is what
5 | described, to nove them out of
6 t hat space, push them and get them
7 out of that space. W didn't take
8 t hem anywhere. They stayed
9 downtown until 1 o'clock, 2 o'clock
10 in the norning. So we didn't say
11 you couldn't be here.
12 But what we do know and
13 we have enough evidence of it, that
14 we have | arge groups of young
15 peopl e who get together with
16 nothing to do. Partying, what?
17 partying? Tell nme what party are
18 we descri bing.
19 COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU.
20  Comm ssioner, Conmm ssioner, first
21 of all, let ne just say one thing.
22 It is 2026. This is where the kids
23 have their nusic (indicating cell

24 phone). They don't need a DJ. The
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1 second thing is whose fault is it

2 that you're saying the kids have

3 nothing to do when |I'm al so saying
4 even getting together as a

5 community i s sonething to do?

6 The kids are not all owed
7 in the Fashion District after

8 2 o'clock. They're not allowed in
9 Li berty Place. W have shut down
10 all of their places. And nost

11 I nportantly, we are raising noney
12 for the Attic Youth Center to open
13 their building, which they have

14 purchased at 12th and Chestnut.

15 And we have asked the City of

16 Phi | adel phia for additional funding
17 t hat was not even approved. | have
18 been chanpioning that for the Attic
19 Youth Center to nove there to 12th
20 and Chestnut. This is where they
21 bel ong.

22 When we were descri bing
23  what happened at 12th and WAl nut,

24  you said what were they all doing
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there, how could they all
congregate there. They wll have
their honme at 12th and Chest nut
very, very soon. They bel ong
there. They belong in our city and
they are allowed to congregate.

( Appl ause.)

COW SSI ONER BETHEL.:
Li sten, |'m happy that the Attic --
| nmean, |'ve been as a Deputy over
in the Attic talking to young
people. Wien | sit there and tell
you about -- listen, we did our due
diligence. Initially, | didn't
even know t he young people were
fromthe conmmunity until you sl owed
It down and you start to see the
Pride flags and all of that. And
so, | gave the charge to this body,
right, and to all of us, right.
What did we do? It's a good thing.
It's a good thing that hundreds of
young peopl e or young peopl e of

color who are sitting there saying,
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1 hey, I'"'mout and | want to be a

2 part of sonething. |It's our job,
3 our job. And I'm 100% supportive
4 of that, Councilworman, to sit down
5 w th whonever to say, what can we
6 do wth those young peopl e.

7 If Pride was set up the
8 way it was, sonebody tell ne, the
9 organi zer, would they have |l et 500
10 of the kids into the event, would
11 t hey have |l et thenf Yes,

12 absolutely, right. And what you
13 woul d do at that point and say,

14 what do you do for them because it
15 ain't about alcohol, right. W got
16 the bars. But we're tal ki ng about
17 14- and 15- and 16-year-old kids,
18 yeah, so they need to have

19 sonething to do, right.

20 COUNCI LWOVAN  LANDAUE

21 They were doing it. They were

22 danci ng.

23 COW SSI ONER BETHEL.:

24 Listen, but | think we can sit
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1 here --

2 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: |
3 want to ask sone specific questions
4 and get themon the record so we

5 can nove on to get conmunity

6 conversation happening here and

7 community voices. But what

8 oper ati onal gui dance was provi ded

9 to officers assigned to the Pride
10 event? Were there instructions to
11 follow a specific incident action
12 plan or rely on prior training and
13 experiences?

14 And | want to

15 specifically find out what ny

16 understanding is, is that there was
17 sone version of a plan by the

18 Captain, but that a Chief |nspector
19 overrode that decision. And also
20 I n your testinony, | want to be
21 really clear about this when you
22 tal ked about force. For nost of
23 us, riding a notorcycle on a
24 barri caded si dewal k where you can't
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1 go anywhere, that's force. That is
2 terrifying. That is dangerous.

3 ( Appl ause.)

4 COUNCI LWOMAN LANDAU: W
5 don't allow bikes on the sidewal k.
6 We don't allow notorcycles on the

7 sidewal k in general. You put

8 not orcycl es on the sidewalk with

9 barri cades when there were too many
10 humans on there and you knew it and
11 you did it anyway. You brought

12 horses into areas to terrify

13 people. There are so nany

14 things -- you said we were going to
15 bl ock off the street, but we

16 couldn't -- you had enough

17 not or cycl es and police cars that,
18 yes, you could have bl ocked off the
19 street. You could have. These are
20 choices. These are deci sions.
21 | want to know was there
22 a plan? What was the plan? Wo
23 created the plan? Wen did the

24 pl an change? Who created the new
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1 plan? Let's get it all out now
2 COW SSI ONER BETHEL:  So
3 let me say this: W go into these
4 plans with a safety plan to create
5 a barrier around those events.
6 That is the first leg of that
7 process. There's nultiple |ayers
8 bel ow that. W're prepared to go
9 wth our MRT teamif sonething
10 significant happens. As | said,
11 soneone sets off an explosive, a
12 bi ol ogi cal agent, chem cal agent,
13 we're prepared to go with that.
14 We have Rescue and we
15 work with our Fire Departnent. And
16 that's what you heard Jazell e Jones
17 say, there'd be sone kind of nmass
18 I nci dent, so we are prepared for
19 that. As it relates to the
20 Gayborhood, it's a traffic detail.
21 It's atraffic detail. [It's not
22 set up for anything other than to
23 mai ntain the traffic and people
24 novi ng.
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At sonme point, the
Chief -- yeah, the Chief is the
Chief. He is the authority. He
has a higher skill set. And he
made -- the Captain may have
mentioned it, he wanted to break
t he barricades down. The Chief in
hi s experience nay have determ ned
in this case that he had a
di fferent course of action that he
woul d take. And so, he did. He is
then going to nove into a secondary
move.

So at that point, when
we nove froma traffic detail, we
are set up, we are trained and
well-trained to be able to say
we're going to shift. At that
point, we're going to shift and
we're going to shift to a process
for the safety of the young people
who are there, for the safety of
the cromd. We are going to now

nove the crowd out of that area to
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1 make it safe.

2 Peopl e can disagree with

3 that and | respect that. | respect

4  fol ks who have never been in that

5 experience, seeing a notorcycle

6 could be traumatizing and we

7 apol ogi ze. That was not our goal.

8 | can understand if someone has

9 never seen a horse. Most people

10 don't see ny horses. So seeing a

11 horse used in an operational

12 el enrent for traffic or crowd

13 control can be disarm ng to people.

14 W understand that. But we have

15 the capacity to nove from one

16 process, and then we nove into our

17 executi on node of doing that, and

18 then we nove into maintaining the

19 order, and then we nobve to going

20 back to basic order.

21 So those orders don't

22 specifically -- the nen and wonen

23 know, the |eadership knows how to

24 nove through that process. | can
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1 go froma very calmsituation into,

2 hey, guess what, we have to nove

3 peopl e off the July 4th Par kway

4 because of thunder strikes and we

5 nove into that process. There are

6 multiple |ayers of our training and

7 our process that allow us to do

8 that. The Chief has the

9 flexibility to do that and we

10 execute, and he used that to

11 execut e.

12 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: Do

13 you believe that their decision to

14 put notorcycles on the sidewal k

15 wth the barricades was a good

16 deci si on?

17 COW SSI ONER BETHEL: |

18 believe that the goal to nove the

19 crowd out of that area for their

20 safety was appropriate at the tine.

21 That's what they had at their

22 availability to do that and they

23 used that. Yes, | agree with that.

24 However, | do caution
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that had we had other assets to be
able to do what we knew, could we
now as we cone back and | ook back
and the conversations we're having
t oday, that what that does, | nean
we are and we tal ked about | ooki ng
at what the inpact it has on people
when we see those notor -- as |
shared with you, when the

not orcycl es went up the sidewal k,
99. 9% of the people noved.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: O
course they noved. The notorcycles
are on the sidewalk and they're in
a barricade. They have two
choices. They're going to get run
over or they have to nove.

COW SS| ONER BETHEL:

But, Councilwoman, | think this is
goi ng beyond just the notorcycles.

| don't think if | had officers
there, it would have nade -- at
that point, folks just did not I|ike

the fact that they were being noved
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1 out. Wiether | use notorcycles,

2 whether | use horses, whether | use

3 peopl e, whether | use bikes, it is

4 based on what we hear. The

5 kettling and the bl ocking of the

6 si dewal k caused significant issues

7 for us.

8 It caused that

9 convergence and that squeezi ng of

10 fol ks together and that namde peopl e

11 unconfortable. And that's what we

12 recogni ze now. W recognize that

13 we can't do that. W have to avoid

14 those situations because of what it

15 caused to folks. So, yes, we took

16 a | ookback. We did in our After

17 Action Review, is that the best

18 course of action, right. The Chief

19 is working off of what he has at

20 the timne. W're trying to nove

21 fol ks and he's noving things very

22 qui ckly.

23 The M RT team woul d not

24 have been in that front position.
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1 W do not use themin that front

2 position. But because we needed to
3 get assets over there, we did. So
4 we did have entities that were out
5 of their conponents if we had a

6 full deck of the things that we

7 have to do. But we're shifting

8 personnel fromthe Parkway over to
9 the Gayborhood. W're trying to
10 make a process to nake sure it

11 nmoves safely. Qur goal is to get
12 our fol ks out of there, nmake sure
13 they're safe, nmake sure there's no
14 harmto them

15 And ultimately, at the
16 end of the day, | nean, two years
17 prior we had a shooting on Market
18 Street follow ng one of the Pride
19 events where the young peopl e had
20 cone down and got on Market Street.
21 Qovi ously, we had the unfortunate
22 hom ci de on Camac, but | don't
23 associate that with the Pride
24 because that happened at 2:30, and
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that's a significant loss. | nean,
you know, part of that was what
happened as well. So there isn't a
backdrop of this, the nen and wonen
trying to avoid what we had a
shooting in 2024. W had sonet hi ng
to happen in the offset. W don't
want that to happen. So that is
al so working in the backdrop of all
of this, because |I don't know who
has potentially has a weapon. |
don't know who wants to do harm
down there. And so, we're noving
folks out. And that's the process
t hat we used.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: |
woul d suggest that nost people did
not believe that you were there to
protect them They were terrified.
They were harassed. They were
traumati zed. This was not about
protection. You had 150 officers
there by your own testinony. That

Is a significant anount of
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1 of ficers.

2 COW SSI ONER BETHEL.:

3 But | disagree with you. 1'IIl tel

4 you what, then do you want police

5 there at all, because that's the

6 question then, right? 1|s policing

7 there at all?

8 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU. My

9 comment that there was 150 officers

10 there should not turn into the

11 zer o-sum gane of do you not want

12 anybody there.

13 ( Appl ause.)

14 COWM SSI ONER BETHEL.:

15 That's not what |I'm --

16 Counci | woman, listen, you know I

17 have a | ot of respect for you. And

18 so, we're having a conversation.

19 So just make sure |'m not being

20 di srespectful to you when | push

21 back. | want you to know that.

22 But that's conversation.

23 | shared to you earlier

24 in the process if this is done
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1 properly, then |I should be having a

2 reduced nunber of officers com ng

3 into the Gayborhood. Al | should

4 have is officers standing on the

5 corner as we've done year after

6 year. Sonething's going on that

7 they can't handle, the marshals or

8 t he volunteers will cone out and

9 say, hey, listen, we got a problem

10 wth X Y, Z

11 But we don't sit in --

12 the 13th and Gayborhood, we're not

13 in -- we have nen and wonen novi ng

14 through. And it's a good day,

15 right. It polices itself. The

16 community polices itself. That

17 shoul d be the goal.

18 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU

19 But for those barricades, | believe

20 that it would have been an easier

21 and good day. And so, let ne

22 just -- | have other |ogistical

23 guestions that I'mgoing to submt

24 to you in witing. | appreciate
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that. | do want to clarify
sonething for all the press that's
| i st eni ng.

You said that there was
one arrest at 9:30 at night at 12th
and Market. Even last year, Pride
ended at 7:00. So I want to be
really clear about what you're
conflating that is happening with
Pride and the aftermath and what is
not .

COW SSI ONER BETHEL.:

You said Pride at 7:00, right.

VWell, we didn't start noving the

ki ds, young people, until 7:30. So
the Pride was over.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU. My
poi nt was you tal ked about an
arrest that occurred at 9:30 at
12t h and Market. And |'m saying
this woul d have been | ong after any
event .

COWM SSI ONER BETHEL.:

Under st ood.
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1 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.

2 The truth is this, there was an

3 expectation people were com ng

4 back. There coul d have been a

5 plan. There coul d have been a

6 reassessnent of the plan. You guys
7 all seen -- we've all been in

8 situations, it's getting out of

9 control. There could be a huddle
10 at that nonent to change tactics

11 and change the way things were

12 happeni ng. That did not happen.

13 You went forward with the course of
14 what people saw as overpolicing,

15 aggressive policing, of really

16 feeling |like the one thing that we
17 know in all of the tinmes that we've
18 worked together, the cornerstone of
19 community policing is trust,
20 communi cation. None of that was
21 there. That was all broken. That
22 was absolutely broken. And it wll
23 take a very, very long tinme to
24 repair this.
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1 Again, | actually find

2 this painful, nore painful than I

3 coul d have even expected. W | ook

4 forward to noving on and working on

5 this. And | apologize to the

6 community that it has taken this

7 |l ong to get you up here. The next

8 panel is going to be fantastic.

9 There has to be an accountability
10 that | eads to potentially even an
11 apol ogy, as we know, is always a
12 very hel pful thing to help and
13 start healing. And we need to
14 really, really work on the healing
15 process to get to the next place.
16 | want to end with one
17 t hi ng, Comm ssioner, with all
18 respect and we will help support
19 vyou on this, please, please, please
20 start calling your officers,

21 officers and not your nen and
22 wonen. There are trans and
23 non- bi nary peopl e on your force or
24 folks who are scared to cone out.
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1 ( Appl ause.)

2 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.

3 Oficers, that's it. Thank you so
4 much.

5 Ms. Hartnman, can you

6 pl ease call the next panel. Thank
7 you.

8 THE CLERK: Chris

9 Bartlett --

10 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.

11 Oh, I"'mso sorry. |I'mso sorry.

12 The Chair calls Council person

13 Phillips for sone questions. |'m
14 sorry.

15 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

16 Thank you. |'mjust going to be
17 really brief. Conmm ssioner, | just
18 want to -- just because we're in
19 t he busi ness of probl ensol ving, so
20 | want to thank you for com ng

21 al ong to hel p us probl ensol ve for
22 next year. | just want to be clear
23 on the record. Wat |I'mhearing is

24 that the intent was to ensure that
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1 t hat day was safe and sound.

2 Unfortunately, there

3 were things that happened that

4 didn't allow for that to happen the
5 way that you planned, such as the

6 disruptions that you said the young
7 peopl e cane out. Now, what | hear
8 wth the barricades, you're like,

9 okay, these decisions were nade,

10 you're now | ooking into other

11 alternatives such as not | ocking

12 down t he sidewal ks, other things

13 that you coul d do.

14 In noving forward, what
15 |'"'malso hearing is that going into
16 next year you're going to be

17 | ooking into if the permt group,
18 as Ms. Jazelle Jones, if they want
19 to have people at the Gayborhood as
20 well, that has to be a part of the
21 permt process so that the police
22 departnent can prepare for that as
23 well. And because you weren't

24 properly prepared for that right at
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1 that nmonent, it led to an array of
2 deci si ons being nade that weren't

3 necessarily all the way in step

4 with the departnent's processes and
5 decisions. |Is that what |I'm

6 hearing as well?

7 COW SSI| ONER BETHEL: |
8 bel i eve you have that right.

9 Because as you ended, Council woman
10 Landau, there needs to be an --

11 when you huddl e, | wusually huddle
12 wth the organi zer of the event,

13 the Parkway. | have sonebody to do
14 the huddle with najor events.

15 There's al ways sonebody to huddl e
16 wth to make the pivot that you

17 descri bed, Councilwoman. That

18 needs to be organizers to be able
19 to get into that huddle to nmake

20 t hose decisions. So, yes, |

21 beli eve you got it correctly.

22 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

23  Thank you so much. And | just have

24 two questions. How does the

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179 A



152
Committee on Legislative Oversight

1 departnent determ ne when a | arge
2 gathering has shifted froma

3 celebratory event to a public

4 safety concern?

5 COW SSI ONER BETHEL.:

6 Say that again, sir.

7 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

8 How does the departnent determ ne
9 when a | arge gathering has shifted
10 froma celebratory event to a

11 public safety concern?

12 COW SSI ONER BETHEL.:

13 When conditi ons change, where the
14 behavi or is now starting to get out
15 of control, where folks are now

16 engagi ng i n viol ent behavior,

17 whet her it be anobngst thensel ves or
18 agai nst property, is when we have
19 to make a determ nation that we
20 have to take action. And so, we
21 cannot wait until the w ndows are
22 broken or that fol ks are now being
23 injured to use that as the
24 bar onet er .
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1 We've been at it |ong

2 enough to know that there's, you

3 know, when fol ks are fighting,

4 fighting, fighting, now, you're

5 getting retaliation in the nonent

6 because now fighting creates nore

7 fighting. Broken wi ndows create

8 nore broken windows. So we try to

9 nmove very quickly to be able to

10 nove that and nanage that because

11 we find that it's nore effective

12 for us. It limts our need to nmeke

13 any arrests in that situation and

14 we get people to nove al ong.

15 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

16 kay. And ny final question is,

17 could you describe in the ideal

18 world, and | think you kind of

19 hinted on this already, if you

20 haven't, but in an ideal situation

21 coul d you describe the

22 de-escal ati on strategi es that

23 police officers are trained to use

24 during |arge public events and how
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1 t hose strategi es and whet her those

2 strategi es were applied during

3 Pride or were they not fully?

4 COWM SSI ONER BETHEL: |

5 mean, the officers are trained to

6 de-escal ate. We have an able

7 programthat they go through that

8 teaches themto de-escalate. W

9 have policies that require themto

10 de-escal ate. W have required

11 policies, and we see that happen on

12 a regular, regular basis. W see

13 that nore now than |I've ever seen

14 in ny career where officers are

15 sayi ng stop, where officers are

16 saying you can't do that, where

17 of ficers are engagi ng and maki ng

18 sure that they understand their

19 roles and responsibility.

20 Do we have to do a

21 better job wwth Pride? | shared

22 that with you, when we -- because

23 often tinmes folks don't understand

24 the history of Pride and the trauma
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1 of Pride. And so, being able to

2 share that information is also a

3 great de-escal ator too, because

4 they understand the why, why is

5 there so nmuch tension. |'mjust

6 standing here. Not understanding
7 when you activate like that, it

8 triggers so nuch of the history of
9 policing and the LGBTQ+ community.
10 And so, those are the
11 things we add to our conversation
12 now so we fully understand that.
13 But I'mfully confident that today
14  the nen and wonen who are in the
15 departnent today are doing a good
16 job of de-escalating through their
17 training, de-escalating their

18 col | eagues, etc.

19 And Counci | man Thomas, |
20 may not have hit the mark when he
21 was asking that because | thought
22 he was tal ki ng about sonet hi ng nore
23 specific. But the nen and wonen

24 that are doing that, Councilnman, on
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1 a reqgul ar basis, even as we |l ook to
2 the video of Pride, we'll see

3 of fi cers di sengagi ng.

4 If | show you videos, |
5 mean, there is a |lot of stuff

6 that's comng at them where the

7 officers did not engage, who are

8 bei ng cursed at and bottles are

9 being thrown at them and things are
10 being said to them where they just
11 did not engage, and they absolutely
12 did what they're supposed to do in
13 their training and trained to do.
14 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

15 Yeah. | think that one of the

16 things that | |earned today is that
17 now, especially hearing the

18 testinony from Ms. Jones, is that
19 there's going to have to be --
20 potentially if that happens again,
21 they're going to have to be
22 permtted in that area as well,
23 right. Because | can understand

24 that it is probably very difficult
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1 for you to quickly pivot strategies
2 at that nonent when you think it is
3 in one area and then you had to do
4 the quick comunication. So | just
5 think it's inportant that all

6 parties are working together going
7 forward. | have confidence that

8 that will happen next year.

9 COW SSI ONER BETHEL.:

10 Yes, sir. Thank you, sir.

11 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

12 Thank you.

13 M5. JONES: Thank you.
14 COUNCI LWOVAN  LANDAUL

15 Thank you very nuch.

16 Ms. Hartnman, can you

17 call the next panel.

18 THE CLERK: Chris

19 Bartl ett, Naiymah Sanchez and Jacen
20 Bowman.

21 (Wtnesses approached

22 W tness table.)

23 COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAUL

24  Thank you all so nuch for your
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1 pati ence. Can you pl ease state

2 your nane and your pronouns and

3 proceed wth your testinony.

4 MR. BARTLETT: Good

5 nmorning. |'mChris Bartlett,

6 he/ hi m hi s pronouns. Vice-Chair

7 Landau, menbers of the commttee,

8 we really appreciate you hearing

9 our testinony. And | just want to
10 thank M nority Leader Brooks for

11 bei ng here and sticking out. And
12 nost i nportantly, to thank our

13 I ncredi bl e vocal and w se community
14  for having our backs today, as

15 we're here to speak for those who
16 m ght not be able to -- I'"mgetting
17 sone hei ght here. Thank you.

18 Thank you very nuch.

19 Good norning. I'mChris
20 Bartlett, the eneritus D rector of
21 the WIlliamWay LGT Conmmunity

22 Center and a |l ongtine student of

23 police-LEBTQ relations in

24 Phi | adel phia. And |I'm honored to
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1 be joined by ny friends and

2 col | eagues, Nai ymah Sanchez and

3 Jacen Bowman.

4 As a 25-year-old nenber
5 of ACT UP Phil adel phia while

6 participating in a peaceful and

7 non-vi ol ent protest of the visit of
8 Presi dent George H W Bush at the

9 Bel | evue Stratford Hotel in

10 Septenber 1991, | directly observed
11 a policeriot that led to injuries
12 of three of ny friends. Al three
13 experienced lifetinme trauma from
14 the violence they faced and the two
15 who are still alive experienced

16 PTSD to this day. | believe

17 Counci | menmber Landau was there with
18 nme that day.

19 | nyself sat on Broad

20 Street as police, horses and

21 hostil e police attacked ny friends
22 for the crinme of expressing their
23 constitutionally protected civil

24 right to protest. M experience
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was not the first time that LGBTQ
peopl e had faced overpolicing by
the PPD. 1In 1959, when Mel Heifetz
owned the Hunoresque Café on the
200 bl ock of Sansom Street, police
rai ded the café, which was filled
Wi th underage coffee drinkers.

Heifetz | ater |earned
that Captain R zzo was nost upset
that Black and White patrons were
drinking coffee together. Because
LGBTQ peopl e exist in every
nei ghbor hood and every denographic
in the city, we are one of the
comuni ties where individuals cone
t oget her across differences to
explore our simlarities and police
shoul d be trained to understand
this dynamc as a conmunity asset
and not treated hostilely.

But the LGBTQ and police
rel ati onship did begin
adversarially. Under Frank Ri zzo,

the departnent treated LGBTQ people
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as a part of a group of

undesi rabl es, al ongsi de sex workers
and drug dealers, to be controlled
rat her than protected. The
departnent |unped Center City sex
wor kers, drug deal ers and LGBTQ
peopl e together. And if police
didn't try to eradicate these
mar gi nal groups, they tried to
control and harass themw th raids
on our community's bars, conmobn

t hrough the early 1980s.

This era included
aggressi ve crackdowns on crui sing
around Rittenhouse Square and
Schuyl kill River Park, also known
as Judy @Grl and Park, and vi ol ent
raids on gay bars, leading many to
be verbally and physically abused
by officers. Police harassnent and
brutality agai nst LGBTQ peopl e was
endem c across the U. S, and in
Phi | adel phia in the 1960s Captain
Ri zzo had a policy of anti-gay
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1 harassnent that persisted

2 institutionally for years. Even

3 after Mayor R zzo left Cty Hall,

4 that harsher style of policing

5 continued in the departnent.

6 Today we've heard that

7 it continues to this day when our

8 bars, especially those patronized

9 by Bl ack LGBTQ people, are

10 over policed and experience

11 aggressi ve policing when

12 de-escal ati on should be the

13 strategy. Transgender

14 Phi | adel phi ans, especially trans

15 wonen of color, describe their

16 experiences as particularly

17 danger ous.

18 One activist recalled in
19 t he Gayborhood of the early 1990s,
20 the worst threat of violence for

21 trans people didn't cone from drugs
22 or robbery, but fromthe police

23 departnent itself. This culmnated

24 in the case of Nizah Mrris, who
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died in 2002 while under police
custody in the Gayborhood.

Formal positive
engagenent started in the late 20th
century. The Police Advisory
Comm ssion was formed nore than
t hree decades ago under
Commi ssi oner John Ti noney and Mayor
Ed Rendell in the wake of the 1991
ACT UP protest | nentioned. It was
a hard-fought victory for community
advocates. Since before then,
there had been little official
positive interface between the
LGBTQ community and poli ce.

I n 2008 Comm ssi oner
Charl es Ransey, who had created an
awar d-w nni ng gay and | esbi an
| iaison unit in Washington, D.C. ,
brought that nodel spirit to
Phi | adel phia. Wen Ransey took
office in Philadel phia, he said he
hoped to inplenent a simlar unit

and al so planned to have all
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officers, not just new recruits,
undergo LGBTQ sensitivity training
over the followng two to three
years.

Attention al so turned
I nward towards LGBTQ officers
t hensel ves. W should note the
1999 suicide of Glbert Colt, the
first openly gay police officer at
that tinme soon after graduating
fromthe police acadeny. That
sui ci de spoke to the intense
pressures on out police officers.
These LGBT officers in the
Phi | adel phia area forned a chapter

of the Gay O ficer Action League,

GOAL, around 2015, joining existing

chapters in New York, New Engl and
and Chi cago.

The city's LGBT Affairs
Director at the tine noted this was
necessary because many LGBT
officers hadn't conme out to

col | eagues since the departnent's
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1 internal culture "is not

2 necessarily accepting or positive

3 or affirmng in any way." |In fact,

4 it's quite the opposite.

5 Deputy Conm ssi oner

6 Kevin Bethel at the tine, then the

7 departnent's LGBT |iaison, argued

8 t he departnent had grown nore

9 tolerant with younger cadets, while

10 still acknow edging that officers

11 needed their own support network,

12 and he predicted internal tol erance

13 would translate into better

14 rel ati onships with the broader LGBT

15 public.

16 And | just want to note,

17 as | was researching this history,

18 nunmer ous | eaders pointed out the

19 great work of Conm ssioner Bet hel

20 over the eight years he pointed out

21 I n developing this LGBT Liaison

22 Commi ttee, including | eadership

23 fromour comunity.

24 By the early 2020s, the
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1 Li ai son Comm ttee nodel was show ng

2 Its age. The group brought forth

3 I nnovations |like Directive 152,

4  which outlines how officers should

5 respectfully interact with

6 transgender community nenbers

7 during stops and has helped with

8 victimsupport and diversity

9 training. But this is an al

10 volunteer |iaison commttee of the

11 police departnment with no oversight

12 power. And by current standards,

13 I s arguably toothless.

14 A 2022 attenpt at

15 revitalization stalled, co-chairs

16 devel oped a strategic plan to nove

17 things forward, but nonentum was

18 short-lived due to command changes

19 t hroughout the departnent. Today

20 wi th Conmm ssioner Bethel at the

21 hel m of the police departnent and

22 with a history of good interactions

23 with the Liaison Commttee, we

24 expect that the departnment wll
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1 build upon its earlier successes.

2 Recent reports of raids
3 on LEBTQ bars in the Gayborhood and
4 on South Street and unnecessary

5 escal ation by police of encounters
6 wth LGBT citizens, including

7 aggressive attacks on ACT UP as

8 recently as 2021, gives us reason

9 for great concern and shows t hat

10 years of hard work to build LGBT-
11 friendly community policing

12 strategies have reverted to the

13 hi storic policy of control rather
14 t han protect.

15 When police cone into

16 our nei ghborhoods to control us,

17 especi ally when they consciously

18 di sobey departnent policy by

19 wearing masks, W know that we need
20 sone strong | eadership from
21 Comm ssi oner Bet hel and depart nent
22 brass to show that there will be
23 zero tolerance for escal ating
24 police hostility towards LGBTQ
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Phi | adel phi ans and our soci al
spaces. Thank you. And I'Il turn
it over to Nai ynmah.

M5. SANCHEZ: Thank you,
Chris. Well, we're at good
afternoon, Gty Council nenbers,
Co-Chair of the Legislative
Oversight Committee, ny friends in
the gallery and the nei ghbors that
are watching today. | knowit's a
privilege to sit here in front of
you today. M nane is Naiymah
Sanchez. | respectfully use
she/ her pronouns. And |'m here
today in support of exam ning the
actions of the Phil adel phia Police
Departnment during the events on
Sunday, June 7, 2026 when
Phi | adel phi ans cel ebrated their
Pride in the Gayborhood, which I
say folks are calling it Washi ngton
Square West .

| did want to address

sone things because there was a
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1 panel that was here before ne of

2 city officials. And as a 42-year-

3 old trans woman of col or who cane

4 into nmy truth preteen, the

5 Gaybor hood was a place that we went

6 after Pride because Pride was at

7 Festival Pier that now was bei ng

8 gentrified or redevel oped to

9 accommodat e t he new Phi | adel phi ans.

10 And so, that was our place to go.

11 And as a person who did not have

12 access to go to the Festival Pier

13 because of $30, $20 or the stignmm

14 around receiving a free ticket for

15 a HV test, ne and ny friends at a

16 young age, we found our sol ace

17 going to parks or going to the

18 Gayborhood to fellowship with our

19 peers.

20 Now, as | sit here today

21 I n support of this investigation, |

22 want to be transparent that any

23 I nvestigation w thout genuine

24 I ntent towards true accountability
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1 and a restorative justice process

2 that includes true oversight and

3 effective inplenentation of

4 recomendations is not justice. It
5 I s another publicity stunt.

6 We nust be willing to

7 hol d t he Phil adel phia Police

8 Depart nent accountabl e for

9 escal ating the situation. They had
10 every opportunity to de-escal ate.
11 If not, this becones anot her

12 exerci se and nmanagi ng public

13 perception rather than delivering
14 public accountability. Comrunities
15 have becone far too famliar wth
16 reports that collect dust, while

17 peopl e harned are expected to nove
18 on or just get over it. W are no
19 | onger willing to accept this
20 behavi or.
21 Safety is not a
22 one-size-fits-all. Safety is very
23 I ndi vi dual i zed. For sone, the
24 presence of police represents

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179




171
Committee on Legislative Oversight

1 security. For others, that sane

2 presence often represents

3 surveillance, intimdation,

4 profiling and viol ence, as we saw
5 I n the videos on the day of

6 guesti on.

7 These concerns about

8 police choice of force, racism and
9 profiling did not start on June

10 7th, which you heard from Chris and
11 |"m sure you're hearing fromny

12 fell ow panelist Jacen. It is a

13 conti nuation of what we have spent
14 years, even decades, telling the

15 city about, the harm experienced by
16 LEBTQ+ Phi | adel phi ans and our

17  guests.

18 These stem from

19 di scrimnatory practices

20 | npl ement ed by busi nesses to the

21 overpolicing practices that

22 di sproportionately inpact Black and
23 Brown peopl e, especially Black and

24 Brown trans and queer fol ks. W
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us.

have testified, we have organi zed
and we have protested, and many of
us continue to offer up our free

| abor and sol utions to these

probl ens.

Now, the question from

nme is not whether the city heard

The question is whether the

city has really listened. As a

t ransgender Phil adel phian, | used
to cone to the Gayborhood to find
community, as | shared earlier, to
fell owship. And no matter what, |
was nmet with discrimnation. |
have been banned fromentry into
cl ubs based on a perception that |
was a sex worker. | have faced
harassnent by police just by
wal ki ng down the street to get a
slice of pizza, overpriced pizza
fromHono Hut. And | really found
peace in an area that | should have
felt welconme to patronize or

24 fellowship in.
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1 We had bi ke cops, they

2 were called Ren and Stinpy at the

3 time, follow ng us as we wal ked.

4 W had patrol cars demandi ng our PP
5 Nos. or threatened to arrest us.

6 And all this was because we were

7 transgender and that | was a wonman
8 of color. After the death of ny

9 dear Auntie N zah Morris, | drew
10 the line in the sand. | said to

11 nmysel f, Nai ymah, you are not safe
12 here and find fell owship el sewhere.
13 There is a reason Phil adel phi a

14 becane the first city to add the

15 Bl ack and Brown stripes to the

16 rai nbow flag. It was an

17 acknow edgnent that racismexists
18 wthin LGBTQ+ spaces and that our
19 | iberation is inconplete if it does
20 not include all of us in those town
21 halls. Leading up to the pivotal
22 nonent to introduce the nore col or,
23 nore Pride flag, we voiced our
24 concerns about the racismin the
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1 Gaybor hood, the excessive policing

2 and practices by Phil adel phia

3 pol i ce.

4 And | do recall concerns

5 over the entities that are now

6 claimng ownership of that

7 Gaybor hood t hrough an associ ati on

8 that, to ne, is clear as wel com ng

9 to sone and exclusionary to others.

10 And so, the flag becane nore

11 I ncl usive but that wasn't the

12 destination. It was a conm tnent.

13 These pivotal nonents have | asting

14 | npacts on our lives, and the

15 comm tments we make nust include

16 all of us. Because as | shared

17 earlier, safety is very

18 I ndi vi dual i zed. We nust

19 acknow edge that not hing can happen

20 for us w thout our involvenent.

21 When di scussing

22 accountability and restorative

23 justice, it is crucial that these

24 conversations include individuals
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 who have suffered or are stil

2 suffering fromthe harm Excl uding
3 peopl e just because our efforts

4 chal | enge | ongstandi ng systens that
5 have operated w t hout

6 accountability underm nes the

7 pur pose of justice. If our truth

8 make institutions and entities

9 unconf ortabl e, then perhaps the

10 di sconfort belongs with those

11 entities who ignore our demands for
12 dignity and respect.

13 Let's not ignore

14 history. Police in this country

15 was birthed from systens desi gned
16 to capture, control, and dehumani ze
17 peopl e who were treated as property
18 or those | ess deserving of care.

19 That | egacy continues to shape how
20 many comruni ties experience
21 policing today. This is why I'm
22 baffled that city | eadership
23 centers the police in the nane of

24 public safety, know ng that the
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1 hi storical context and | eaving

2 institutions |ike the police to

3 desi gn safety neasures al one.

4 Bl ack and Brown queer

5 and transgender Phil adel phi ans and
6 our visitors are not a threat to be
7 contained. W are not a problemto
8 be nmanaged nor are we cattle to be
9 herded as we seen with the horses.
10 We are, however, neighbors,

11 taxpayers, voters, constituents.

12 We are artists, advocates, parents,
13 students and definitely survivors.
14 W deserve the same freedons

15 everyone el se deserves to gat her,
16 to celebrate, to | ove, exist

17 wi t hout the fear of these

18 institutions paid to protect us.

19 Now, | know we've been
20 here for a mnute so | want to wap
21 up ny remarks with this. | ask

22 this conmmttee to investigate

23 thoroughly this incident and demand

24 expandi ng oversi ght that incl udes
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subpoena power for the G tizens
Police Oversight Commttee. | ask
t hat we not excl ude people from
future conversations |ike what
happened, because fol ks are

passi onat e advocates | abel ed as
radi cal s that make ot her fol ks
unconfortable with facing the
realities.

And pl ease,
Counci | menber Landau, other
Counci | menbers and everybody
wat chi ng, please don't let this
heari ng becone anot her headl i ne.
Let it be a commtnent to our
coll ective goal of safety. | want
us to choose accountability over
the optics. Let's choose
restorative justice over political
conveni ence and choose peopl e over
policing. | want to thank you all
for allowng ne to share today. |
yield to ny fell ow panelist Jacen

or this body for questioning.
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1 ( Appl ause.)

2 MR. BOAWAN:. CGood

3 af ternoon, Legislative Oversight

4 Comm ttee, conmmunity nenbers,

5 Counci | menber Brooks, thank you for

6 staying, invited guests. M nane

7 I s Jacen Bowran. | serve as the

8 Presi dent of Phil adel phia Bl ack

9 Pride and the Comm ssioner on

10 Governor Josh Shapiro's Conm ssi on

11 on LGBTQ Affairs.

12 | stand before you

13 because | | ove Phil adel phia. |

14 | ove our LGEBTQ+ community and |

15 believe this city can becone a

16 nati onal exanple of what neani ngful

17 I ncl usi on and equitable public

18 safety | ook like. But that

19 requires us to tell the truth.

20 Today' s hearing nay be focused on

21 Pride, but that conversation is

22 about sonething nmuch larger. |It's

23 about trust. [It's about equal

24 protection. |It's about bel ongi ng.
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1 It's about whether Phil adel phia's

2 nost recogni zabl e LABTQ+ Gaybor hood

3 truly serves the entire conmunity

4 It clains to represent.

5 | want to be very clear

6 what happened during Pride did not

7 begin during Pride, and it did not

8 end when those rai nbow fl ags cane

9 down. Pride exposed concerns that

10 Bl ack and Brown LGBTQ+

11 Phi | adel phi ans have rai sed for

12 years. Wile those disparities

13 must be naned directly, the harm

14 does not stop with us. Aggressive

15 and consi stent and di srespectful

16 pol i ci ng damages the relationship

17 bet ween | aw enforcenent and the

18 broader community as well. That

19 I ncl udes transgender and non-bi nary

20 peopl e, people with disabilities,

21 young people, nightlife workers,

22 residents, visitors and people

23  experiencing honel essness, and

24 anyone who enters that Gayborhood
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 expecting to be treated wth

2 dignity.

3 As the President of

4 Phi | adel phia Black Pride, 1've

5 spent years listening to our

6 comunity, standing in our

7 community and experiencing this

8 harm firsthand. These stories are
9 remar kably consistent. Black and
10 Brown LGBTQ+ peopl e are watched

11 differently. W are approached

12 differently. W are policed

13 differently. And too often, we are
14 made to feel like visitors in a

15 nei ghborhood that is pronoted as

16 the heart of Phil adel phia's LGBTQ+
17 conmuni ty.

18 But even those who do

19 not share our exact identities

20 shoul d be concerned. When officers
21 are allowed to treat one group as
22 I nherently suspicious, that conduct
23 eventual ly threatens the safety and

24 civil rights of everyone. A
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1 policing culture that dehumani zes

2 any part of the community nmakes the

3 entire community feel |ess safe.

4 This testinony though is

5 deeply personal to ne. Last year

6 nmy chosen son Derw n Matthews was

7 mur dered during Pride weekend.

8 That | oss changed ny life. Wen |

9 returned to Pride this year, | did

10 not return as the President of

11 Phi | adel phia Bl ack Gay Pride. |

12 returned carrying grief.

13 | returned hoping to

14 experi ence sone neasure of healing

15 In a comunity that nmeant so nuch

16 to ne. Instead | watched that joy

17 turn into fear. | watched the

18 cel ebration becone divided by

19 tension. | watched interactions

20 that raised serious concerns about

21 dignity, restraint and whether

22 everybody present was being treated

23 as an individual or whether an

24 entire crowd was being treated as a
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t hreat .

| understand the
I nci dents occurred that |aw
enforcenent had the responsibility
to respond to. Public safety
matters. No one's asking the
police departnent to ignore
fighting violence or unl awf ul
behavior. But the issue isn't
whet her officers have a job to do.
The issue is whether the job is
bei ng done equally, respectfully,
w thout treating an entire
community inherently suspicious.

|'ve heard officers say
comments that have stuck wth ne.
| heard officers say they were
covering their faces because they
didn't want to be recogni zed for
being in the Gayborhood. | heard
statements to the effect of, |

don't want to be down here with

t hese F bonbs. | don't want to see

anybody seeing ne dealing with

888-893-3767
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1 t hese gay peopl e.

2 As an openly Bl ack gay
3 man and the President of

4 Phi | adel phia Black Pride, it is

5 difficult to describe what it feels
6 | i ke to hear nenbers of your

7 communi ty di sgusted that way by

8 peopl e who are assigned to protect
9 you. Those comments do not nmake us
10 feel protected. They nmake us feel
11 ot her ed.

12 It also raises a | arger
13 concern for every Phil adel phi an.
14 If an officer can openly express
15 contenpt for the people they are
16 assigned to serve, how can any

17 community trust that bias wll not
18 I nfl uence the officer's judgnent.
19 This is sinply not a story about
20 what happened over Pride Wekend.
21 Over this past weekend,
22 | had another interaction with a
23 police officer in the Gayborhood

24 that | experienced unnecessary,
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1 aggressi ve and i nappropri ate and

2 di srespectful behavior froma cop.
3 |'ve contacted police |eadership,

4 and | intend to continue the

5 Internal Affairs process and pursue
6 a formal conplaint.

7 | know how to navigate

8 systens. | know who to call. |

9 know how t o docunent what happened
10 and advocate for nyself. But I

11 cannot stop thinking about the

12 peopl e that do not know how to do
13 that. How many peopl e have been

14 treated this way and never filed a
15 conpl ai nt because they did not know
16 how? How many peopl e believed

17 not hi ng woul d happen? How nany

18 feared their reporting an officer
19 wll only expose themto further
20 di srespect or retaliation? M
21 position and rel ationshi ps nay have
22 prevented that encounter from
23 becom ng nuch worse. But a person

24 should not need a title, political
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1 rel ati onships or recognition as a

2 community | eader to receive basic

3 dignity. Your rights should not

4 depend on who you are or who you

5 know and what title you have.

6 We nust al so di scuss

7 what unequal enforcenent |ooks |ike
8 i n the nei ghborhood that we are now
9 mar keti ng as M dtown Vill age.

10 We've all seen fighting, extrene

11 I ntoxi cation and di sruptive

12 behavi or and serious public safety
13 concerns outside of other bars and
14 clubs in the sane area. W' ve seen
15 crowds and incidents outside of

16 MG Illin's. W've seen incidents
17 out si de of U Bahn. W've seen

18 behavi or outside of venues who

19 patrons are not predom nantly Bl ack
20 or Brown or LGBTQ+ can be just as
21 di sruptive and sonetines nore

22 violent. But what occurs outside
23 t hose venues the communities

24 attend? The police response does

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 not appear to | ook the sane.

2 We are not consistently
3 seeing officers surroundi ng those

4 establ i shnments t hroughout the

5 night. W do not see people

6 | eavi ng those venues treated as if
7 they are potentially dangerous. W
8 do not see the sane presunption

9 that an entire crowd is a problem
10 because of the conduct of a few

11 I ndi vi dual s.

12 So | have to ask a

13 serious question. |Is public safety
14 only urgent when Bl ack and Brown

15 peopl e gather? Are the safety of
16 patrons, enployees and residents of
17 MG Ilin's, U Bahn and ot her

18 M dtown Vill age venues al so not a
19 priority? Public safety nust apply
20 to the entire Gayborhood, but equal
21 public safety al so requires equal
22 enf or cenent.
23 It cannot nean

24 protection for one group, tolerance
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1 for another and contai nnent for the
2 rest. \Wien simlar behavior

3 receive different policing response
4 dependi ng on who i s gathered

5 outside, the issue is no |onger

6 public safety. The issue is

7 unequal enforcenent. Black and

8 Brown LGBTQ+ peopl e experience the
9 shar pest edge of that disparity,

10 but the consequences reach far

11 beyond us.

12 Resi dents | ose trust.

13 Busi ness owners | ose confidence.

14 Ni ghtlife workers are placed in

15 tense situations and conmunity

16 nmenbers needi ng police assistance
17 becone less wlling to call for

18 hel p. And nost inportantly, the

19 City of Philadel phia is supposed to
20 be the Gty of Brotherly Love and
21 Sisterly Affection. Qur visitors
22 guestion whether they feel safe.
23 Phi | adel phi a cannot cel ebrate
24 LGBTQ+ people in June and treat us
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1 | i ke a public safety problemfor
2 the rest of the year.
3 At the sane tine,
4 Phi | adel phi a cannot all ow any
5 resi dent, worker or visitor to be
6 subjected to disrespectful policing
7 sinply because we are standing in a
8 certain nei ghborhood or entering a
9 gathering in a certain comunity.
10 Following Pride, | appreciated the
11 opportunity to speak with Mayor
12 Parker's Adm nistration, Police
13 Commi ssi oner Bethel, and | believe
14 those conversations were sincere.
15 Especially when | speak on the
16 entire community, it does not
17 appear that the Parker
18 Adm nistration cares nuch about the
19 LGBTQ+ conmunity.
20 | repeat, a neeting is
21 not accountability. A promse is
22 not a policy. A concern wthout
23 consequences w Il not change
24 conduct .
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1 ( Appl ause.)

2 MR BOAVAN: |

3 understand t hat personnel and

4 di sciplinary matters cannot al ways
5 be di scussed publicly, but the

6 public should be inforned when a

7 conpl ai nt has been investigated or
8 the policies were violated and

9 whether corrective action has been
10 taken place to prevent simlar

11 conduct. Confidentiality should
12 protect a fair process. It should
13 not becone a bl anket excuse for

14 silence. Accountability that the
15 public can never see begins to feel
16 i npossible to tell apart from

17 | nacti on.

18 So today we are asking
19 City Council to nove beyond
20 conversations that require
21 meani ngful action. First, require
22 an i ndependent action review of the
23 policing of Pride. That review
24 nmust exam ne depl oynent deci si ons,
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1 command structures, offer conduct

2 de-escal ati on practices, body-

3 canera footage conpl aint and

4  whet her enforcenent was applied

5 equi t ably.

6 Bl ack and Brown LGBTQ+
7 organi zers, transgender and

8 non-bi nary | eaders, disability

9 advocates, residents, nightlife

10 wor kers and beyond nust be full

11 participants and not invited after
12 t he concl usi ons have al ready been
13 witten.

14 Second, a permanent

15 LGBTQ+ Public Safety and Equity

16 Advisory Council with a formal role
17 I n planning before and after all

18 maj or events in the Cty of

19 Phi | adel phia. [Include Phil adel phi a
20 Black Pride, Philly Pride 365,

21 transgender and non-bi nary | eaders,
22 nightlife enpl oyees, businesses,

23 the police departnent, the Mayor's

24 office, the Ofice of LGTQ
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1 Affairs, disability advocates and

2 civil rights organizati ons.

3 Third, require a

4 collection of public reporting data

5 on police deploynents and

6 I nteractions throughout the

7 Gaybor hood and M dtown Vil l age.

8 That shoul d i ncl ude stops,

9 citations, arrests, use-of-force
10 conpl ai nts, depl oynent |evels and
11 | ocati ons where these interactions
12 occurr ed.

13 The i nformation shoul d
14 be di saggregated by race, gender
15 i dentity and ot her rel evant
16 denographi cs while protecting
17 I ndi vi dual privacy. The city
18 shoul d al so conpare police
19 responses outside different
20 establishnments and determ ne
21  whether simlar conduct received
22 simlar enforcenent. W cannot
23 correct disparities if the city
24 refuses to neasure.
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1 Fourth, require a

2 meani ngful LGBTQ+ cul tural

3 conpetency, anti-bias and

4 de-escal ation training for every

5 officer assigned to this

6 nei ghbor hood. Traini ng cannot be a

7 box that officers check off during

8 t heir onboardi ng and forget.

9 Supervi sors nust also be held

10 account abl e for the conduct they

11 W t ness, encourage and permt. Any

12 officer credibly accused of

13 expressing anti-LGBTQ+ bias shoul d

14 be renoved i mmedi at el y.

15 Fifth, require a witten

16 I npl ementation plan with clear

17 deadl i nes of public process before

18 t he next Pride celebration. W

19 recogni ze that sonme of what |'m

20 sayi ng sounds mghty famli ar,

21 because versions of these

22 structures al ready exist.

23 Phi | adel phi a al ready has neeti ngs.

24 Phi | adel phi a al ready has trainings.
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1 Phi | adel phi a al ready has advi sory

2 boards. Phil adel phia al ready has

3 citizen police oversight. But

4 these structures are not being

5 utilized correctly.

6 The problemis not again
7 whether the structures exist. The
8 guestion is whether or not the

9 structure has the authority,

10 | ndependence or enforcenent power
11 necessary to produce

12 accountability. Oversight wthout
13 authority is observation. An

14 oversi ght body can receive

15 conplaints, it can review

16 I nvestigations, it can issue

17 reports and recommendati ons, but

18 its findings can be ignored when we
19 cannot i ndependently inpose
20 consequences when the public cannot
21 see how those recommendati ons are
22 bei ng addressed and comrunities are
23 | eft questioni ng whet her the
24 process designed to deliver
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1 accountability or sinply manage

2 public frustration.

3 This is why |I'm not

4 asking Cty Council to create

5 anot her group that can neet and

6 di scuss and recommend. W are

7 asking Cty Council to strengthen
8 the authority of these structures
9 we already have. Require witten
10 public responses to their findings.
11 Est abl i sh consequences when the

12 recommendati ons are repeatedly

13 I gnor ed.

14 The Gayborhood is nore
15 than a collection of streets, bars
16 and businesses. [It's a synbol

17 that's supposed to represent

18 safety, freedom and bel ongi ng. But
19 rai nbow fl ags are not proof of
20 equity. Equity is measured by how
21 people are treated beneath those
22 fl ags.
23 Again | ast year, |

24 buried ny chosen son. This year |
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1 wat ched t oo nmany people | eave Pride
2 carrying fear instead of joy. And
3 over this past weekend, | was

4 rem nded once again that these

5 concerns did not disappear when

6 Pride ended. Next year | hope that
7 our community will |eave Pride with
8 sonething different.

9 | want Bl ack and Brown
10 LABTQ+ people to feel protected

11 rather than targeted. | want

12 t ransgender and nonbi nary people to
13 feel respected rather than

14 profiled. | want residents,

15 workers, visitors, businesses and
16 owners to trust that public safety
17 applies equally to them And I

18 want every person that enters this
19 nei ghborhood to know that their
20 I dentity, race, incone, appearance
21 or choice of venue will not
22 determ ne the level of dignity they
23 recei ve.
24 Pride should not be
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1 nmeasur ed by how many rai nbow fl ags

2 Phi | adel phia hang. 1t should be

3 measur ed by whet her every person

4  wal ki ng beneath those flags can

5 celebrate, breathe and return hone

6 safely. Thank you.

7 ( Appl ause.)

8 COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU.

9 Thank you so much and thank you to
10 you for your collective and very
11 t hought ful recommendations. |
12 think they will go a long way. |
13 don't have any questions for this
14 panel. You pretty nuch sumed it
15 up perfectly.

16 Does anybody el se have
17 any questions?

18 (No response.)

19 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: |t
20  was wonderful. Thank you. And if
21 you have any other comrents pl ease.
22 M5. SANCHEZ: Because

23 Jacen said sonmething that is really

24 I nportant is the continuous
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| npl enmentation of training, right.
But it has to go beyond the
Gaybor hood because LGBTQ+ peopl e
don't just exist on 13th Street. |
live in Germantown. | know fol ks
that live in West Philly, the
Nort heast. And so, this needs to
be a departnental or institutional
| npl ement ati on.

The O fice of LGBT
Affairs has an obligation to see
LABTQ+ Phi | adel phi ans and t hey nust
be allowed to do the job in which
they are tasked to do, right. And
so, this has to continue, not just
i n the Gaybor hood, right, but
t hroughout the city because we
exi st everywhere. That's the
reason why Pride was taken out of
t he Gaybor hood because we exi st
outsi de of the Gayborhood. And so,
| yield back. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU
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Thank you all very much.
Appreciate you and all of the

| eadership that you give us every
day, especially for our conmunity.

Ms. Hartnman, can you --
one second. W are now noving to
public comment. M. Hartman, wll
you please call the first person
maki ng public coment or a few
people, if you would Iike, who we
have to testify this afternoon on
the resol ution before us today.

THE CLERK: We ask that
you pl ease keep your comments to no
| onger than two mnutes. Jaznyn
Henderson and then it wll be
Jasper Liamand C. M chael
Robi nson.

(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

M5. HENDERSON. My nane
I s Jaznyn Henderson. | use she/her
pronouns. Let ne just say the fact

that the public only gets two

888-893-3767
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1 m nutes to speak while we just sat
2 here for alnost two hours |istening
3 to the cops tell us a bunch of

4 garbage ain't right, first of all.
5 And let's talk about the fact that
6 there's one thing that we seemto

7 be danci ng around and Counci | menber
8 Thomas tried to get to it wthout

9 saying it.

10 And it was that when you
11 | ook at those videos, the violence
12 you' ve seen was all perpetrated on
13 Bl ack bodies, which is what it

14 always is when it cones to this

15 city or to policing period. Until
16 we renove the racist conponents of
17 what policing has al ways been in

18 this country, we're going to

19 continue to see this. W don't

20 need police. W need public safety
21 officers. W need | aw enforcenent.
22 We don't need peopl e who
23 use words |i ke when they descended

24 on the Gayborhood. W didn't
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1 descend. We went there because

2 that's where our comunity was

3 gathering, right. W don't need to
4 be contained. W didn't need to be
5 controlled. And this wasn't sone

6 thing that they just decided to do
7 at the last second. Those

8 barri cades was out days before.

9 They spread them out that day.

10 The police have been

11 setting up shop on Camac Street

12 every weekend since this year has
13 started and they harassed Bl ack and
14 Brown bodi es every weekend because
15 t he nei ghbors there who just noved
16 there want to change the culture

17 and don't want us to congregate

18 where we've been congregating. So
19 this isn't sonmething new |like Jacen
20 said. This is sonething that's
21 been happeni ng and they've been
22 planning and rolling this out for a
23 m nut e.
24 What happened on Pride
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1 was just ridiculous. There is

2 absolutely no excuse for it. You

3 can't tell nme that they thought at
4 any given point intinme they're

5 putting bi kes on the sidewal ks was
6 okay, that those horses was okay.

7 And they purposely, let ne just

8 say, tried to kettle us to where

9 the violence was. Because | was

10 down on 12th Street and | tried to
11 go to ny car that was parked on

12 Race Street, and they tried to push
13 me to 13th where they were doing

14 the violence to people.

15 | had nothing to do with
16 any of that violent confrontation.
17 But the fact that they tried to put
18 nme there is a problem right. And
19 then they want you to go this way,
20 that way, this way, that way.
21 Finally, | just told themI|'m
22 clinmbing a barricade and dared them
23 to stop ne. But even then why when

24 people are trying to | eave, are you
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1 hol di ng them hostage. And then you

2 say things |ike we got to contain

3 you or you descended t here.

4 Utimtely, the

5 Gaybor hood shoul d have been shut

6 down to cars on that day like it

7 normally is, whether the festival

8 was there or not. Because

9 unbeknownst to the Conm ssioner,

10 there were |ive bands on Camac

11 Street, there were DJs on Canac

12 Street, 13th Street was shut down

13 so that Wody's could have a foam

14 party, right.

15 But when it cane tine

16 for the juveniles -- and |I'm 50

17 years old, I'll be dammed if |I'ma

18 juvenile. But |I was sure out there

19 wth everybody else, right. This

20 wasn't this. Don't believe that

21 this was just young kids. No, this

22 was everybody from every age

23 category who refused to pay the

24 noney that the Pride on the Parkway
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1 was costing. That's what happened
2 there. And they knew that was

3 going to happen because it was all
4 over social nedia. They just chose
5 this because they want to nake us
6 afraid, Black and Brown people

7 particularly, to be afraid to hang
8 out in the Gayborhood on the

9 street.

10 And it's -- | nean, |
11 have no faith that this hearing is
12 going to do anything. | believe
13 t hat conme next -- because what we
14 heard fromthe Conm ssi oner again
15 was a budget proposal. It cost

16 this nmuch noney for us to do this,
17 SO we're going to need nore noney
18 next year. They continually want
19 nore noney and they're being paid
20 and then they are abusing the
21 citizens. This was never about
22 public safety. This was about
23 protecting property. And the
24 sooner we realize that and we
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change these things around, the
better off it's going to be.

COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU.
Thank you so much, Jaznyn.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU.

Pl ease state your nane for the
record and your pronouns.

MR, LIAM Let's change
this to good afternoon,
Counci | menbers. Thank you for
convening this hearing. M nane is
Jasper Liam | use he/him pronouns
I nt erchangeably and I am a proud
transgender Phil adel phian. | grew
up in Phil adel phia's LGBTQ
community. And today | have the
privilege of serving as the
Executive Director at the Attic
Youth Center, where every day LGEBTQ
young people find safety, support
and opportunity.

| "' m here because what

happened foll owi ng Pride that
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1 eveni ng was not sinply an

2 unfortunate night. It was a

3 failure of |eadership, a failure of

4 planning and it reveal ed a standard

5 of policing that Phil adel phia

6 should no | onger accept. And |

7 want to point out that that area

8 has been the Gaybor hood since

9 Tavern on Canac opened its doors

10 bef ore 1930.

11 What | w tnessed today

12 I s grown professionals blamng

13 young people for their failure to

14 pl an and nanage a community event.

15 What | heard was this city doesn't

16 know how to create safe and

17 structured spaces for young adults.

18 And | want to clarify that

19 juveniles mght be under 18. But

20 on the |ist that Conm ssi oner

21 Bet hell shared with us in his

22 Power Poi nt, of the 20 arrests, two

23 of them were under 18. Seven of

24  those 20 are over the age of 25.
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So we need to nake up our m nd.
Are we bl am ng teenagers for
fighting or are we arresting
transitional -age adul ts?

And as soneone who has
grown up in this conmunity, | can
tell you that the fear and anger
that we feel is not new And |
fear that it's not going to change
much. The overpolicing of LGBTQ
peopl e in Phil adel phia is not new
at all. The distrust between our
community and | aw enforcenent is
not new, and our comrunity
remenbers Stonewal | / Dewey's | unch
counter. | remenber the '90s and
early 2000s during my com ng-out
era when hangi ng out wth young
Bl ack and Brown fol ks in the
Gaybor hood neant routinely being
st opped, harassed, arrested on

sunmary offenses or | suppose the

early version of stop-and-frisk, so

much so that we called it wal ki ng
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1 whil e Black in the Gaybor hood.
2 CGobvi ously not for me, but we called
3 it that as a comunity. That is
4 how preval ent it was.
5 That history taught us
6 to rely on one another, to build
7 chosen famly and our own inforna
8 community systens. |t taught us
9 not to assunme that institutions
10 woul d protect us sinply because
11 t hey were supposed to. Qur
12 comunity | earned fromt hat
13 hi story. Wat happened after Pride
14 denonstrated that the city and
15 Phi | adel phi a police have still not
16 | ear ned enough from our history.
17 That shoul d concern every nenber of
18 t he Council.
19 To understand why this
20 matters, you have to understand
21 what Pride neans, especially for
22 transitional -age youth, by which I
23 mean under 25 and young adults.

24 For many, its com ng-of-age nonent.
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1 I[t's when we step into a comunity
2 and find chosen famly. [It's when
3 we realize that we're not al one.

4 It's that we are not just

5 under st ood, but accept ed.

6 And what | saw t hat

7 eveni ng was that we al so cannot

8 rely on others to be protected.

9 The Gayborhood is not an

10 entertai nnent district. Wen |

11 canme out, bars still had w ndows
12 bl acked out and m nimal signage to
13 protect patrons from being outed by
14  wal ki ng through their doors.

15 The Gayborhood was one
16 of the nost historically

17 significant LGBTQ nei ghborhoods in
18 the country. Wat unfol ded after
19 Pride was reactive, fragnented and
20 not a coherent public safety
21 strategy. The decision to keep
22 vehicle traffic noving when they
23 did, while conpressing thousands of
24 people into tighter spaces created
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1 unnecessary ri sk.

2 It is nmy understanding,

3 and al so heard again earlier today

4 that creating the audible arc of a

5 taser as a show of force is

6 perm ssi bl e under current policy.

7 | understand maybe that's changed

8 i n the past couple nonths, but

9 perm ssi bl e doesn't nean effective.

10 Intimdation is not de-escal ati on.

11 However, it seens to be a preferred

12 met hod. Wen peopl e are al ready

13 crowded into limted space,

14 I ntroduci ng addi ti onal fear

15 I ncreases the potential for chaos

16 rather than reducing it. This all

17 was prevent abl e.

18 The actions and the

19 reacti ons that happened t hat

20 evening were all preventable. And

21 | will be the first to say, and |

22 don't usually like to, but we told

23 you so. | know that folks in the

24 community had these neetings with
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1 the city, with the police

2 departnent, and all of this was

3 prevent abl e.

4 So |l et nme be clear, that

5 as soneone who's al so had

6 conversations with folks in the

7 pol i ce departnent, including

8 | eadership, too often those

9 conversations have focused on how

10 organi zations |like the Attic and

11 any ot her youth-serving

12 organi zati on shoul d serve as sone

13 ki nd of recruitnment space rather

14 than how the departnent can better

15 under stand and serve LGBTQ youth

16 and young adul ts.

17 The Attic Youth Center

18 wll not serve as a recruiting

19 ground for the police departnent,

20 period. That is not our m ssion.

21 I f an individual young person

22 chooses that path, we will support

23 t hat young person in pursuing their

24  future and help them nmake their own
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1 decisions. But we are here to

2 create opportunities for young

3 peopl e and not to strengthen

4 systens that continue to | ose and
5 break our trust.

6 Thi s hearing shoul d not
7 be about whether individuals

8 I ntended harm It shoul d be about
9 the standards we accept. Two

10 nonths later after all of this, we
11 have not heard a cl ear answer on
12 whether officers who were nmasked.
13 | hear there's eight or nine of

14 themthat were identified. W

15 haven't even heard whet her our own
16 departnment knows who those

17 I ndi vidual s and officers were.

18 We have heard that there
19 Is a process. W haven't heard

20 whet her that process has been

21 started for those individuals. And
22 we have not heard anyt hi ng about

23 whether those individuals are still

24 In active duty. W have not heard
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1 anyt hing ot her than, oh, when it's
2 done, it wll be buried on this

3 website.

4 As a Phil adel phian, 1'm
5 concerned that our own police

6 departnent can't close an internal
7 I nvestigation wthin tw nonths.

8 Qur silence doesn't protect us. W
9 know t hat sl ogan. Your silence is
10 not accountability. Accepting

11 responsi bility and denonstrating
12 t hrough action that | essons have
13 been | earned, that is

14 accountability.

15 Qur community has

16 al ready done the hard work of

17 | earning fromhistory. [It's tine
18 for our institutions to do the

19 sane. This city has repeatedly
20 denied the Attic Youth Center
21 fundi ng that could have had us into
22 our new buil ding, that could have
23 had programm ng and a space for

24  these young adults. And we don't,
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1 we do not have that. Nowis the

2 time for our institutions to step

3 up. If we refuse to |earn from our

4 hi story, we are not sinply

5 repeating it. W are choosing it.

6 Qur community deserves

7 better, our young peopl e deserve

8 better and the city can do better.

9 That is why this hearing matters.

10 Heari ngs create accountability.

11 But accountability demands acti on,

12 and action is what creates change.

13 So the Attic Youth Center stands

14 with all of our LGBTQ community,

15 especially our youth and young

16 adults. W support them as they

17 grow into comuni ty-oriented,

18 | ndependent adults. And | w sh

19 there were nore of themin this

20 city. Thank you.

21 ( Appl ause.)

22 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.

23 Thank you. Very quickly before you

24 proceed, I'mclearly doing a very
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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bad job of sticking to a two-m nute
tinmeline because |'mholding on to
| love public coment, | hold on to
every word. |I'mgoing to pass this
responsibility up to the derk
who' s going to have a buzzer and
just try to remnd you. |'msorry.
There's a | ot of people who want to
speak.

Thank you. Pl ease
proceed. State your nane and your
pronouns and proceed.

MR. ROBINSON: C
M chael Robi nson, he/they,
Wnnefield. Before |I begin, | want
to state for the record that only
adult bullies scapegoat children.
And that was a weak di spl ay of
| eadership. And perhaps you need
to go back to the books if that's
t he experience that you bring to
publ i c service.

Sonetinmes it is not

enough to be the voice for the
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1 voiceless. Sonetinmes victinms of

2 vi ol ence, particularly state-

3 sponsored viol ence, should be given
4 audi ence in the so-called people's
5 house and speak to their own

6 traumas. Al as, Councilors, we live
7 in an era of risk adversity, and a
8 city woul d never condone that sort
9 of forthrightness.

10 In 1693, your

11 predecessors passed an ordi nhance

12 t hat prohi bited enslaved and free
13 Phi | adel phians fromgathering in

14  Washi ngton Square, colloquially

15 known at that tine as Congo Square.
16 So shall we stop dancing around the
17 | ssue here? That patrol car that's
18 posted in the | ast section of the
19 Gaybor hood where Bl ack bodi es do
20 freely assenble is no coincidence.
21 Nei ther are the surveillance
22 caneras that connect directly to
23 the DVIC fusion center. No, |I'm
24 not tal king about Circa 1960s Jim
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1 Crow Phil adel phia. 1'mtalking

2 about | ast weekend on Camac and

3 Locust .

4 It takes coordination,
5 coordi nati on between institutions
6 and agenci es and coordi nati on by
7 I ndi viduals who are likely in this
8 roomparticipating in this very

9 hearing. Yet we talk a good gane
10 about constitutional rights. |

11 fear for us, sone of us who may
12 descend fromthose very ensl aved
13 Freednmen who congregated in Congo
14  Square, which is known as

15 Washi ngt on Square Park again and is
16 an African burial ground,

17 Washi ngt on Square Park, an area
18 that is i mensely represented by
19 non- Bl ack LABTQ | eaders with an
20 authority to ensure our safety or
21 not .

22 Perhaps it's tinme for
23 Bl ack queer people to divest from

24  the Gayborhood. Here's a novel
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1 | dea: How about we just go back

2 into the closet. After all, the

3 | ast Bl ack- owned Gaybor hood bar was

4 cl osed several years ago, and the

5 concentration of Black queer spaces

6 that existed in md-century West

7 Phi | adel phia shuttered just around

8 the time the Gayborhood sw tched

9 over fromthe R ttenhouse Square

10 ar ea.

11 Bl ack queer people

12 deserve safe spaces in their own

13 nei ghborhoods Iike we did in the

14 first half of the 20th century.

15 And so, here's the question that

16 begs to be answered: |Is any Bl ack

17 Phi | adel phian entitled to an

18 exi stence free fromsurveillance,

19 censorship, and profiling? Notice

20 | said any Bl ack Phil adel phi an, not

21 just LAEBTQ ones. Any political

22 scientist worth their degree would

23 have recogni zed that it woul d

24 occurred at Pride was a drill, a
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1 warning. And we Black fol ks have

2 been here before. Thank you.

3 ( Appl ause.)

4 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU

5 Thank you so nmuch for your

6 conment s.

7 Ms. Hartnman, can you

8 pl ease call the next few w tnesses,

9 public commenters.

10 THE CLERK: Asa Khalif

11 and then next, Grace Hewitt and Em

12 Bennett .

13 (Wtnesses approached

14 W tness table.)

15 MR. KHALIF: Good to see

16 you. Hello, Councilpeople. | know

17 we are enforcing the two-m nute

18 rule, but we've heard a | ot of

19 peopl e say a lot of things and gave

20 up a lot of tinme. |'masking for

21 you to give us a few mnutes if we

22 go a little over just to give us

23 sone grace, because this is so

24 | nportant to hear from commnity
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1 menbers and | eaders and t hose who

2 are putting their bodies on the

3 line for our community and it's

4 well worth it.

5 Ckay. Thank you so nuch

6 If you can. First and forenost,

7 good norning or good afternoon

8 everyone. M nane is Asa Khalif.

9 | aman activist, organizer in the
10 Bl ack Lives Matter Movenent. | am
11 a proud, queer Black man here in
12 this community, an advocate in this
13 community as well. And | woul d
14 like to thank a dear friend, a
15 warrior, Councilnmenber Rue Landau,
16 for having the courage to speak
17 truth to power and use her platform
18 to get to the truth and hold those
19 account abl e.

20 Al so, Pride was a riot
21 and no (inaudible) at Pride. | had
22 an opportunity to neet one of the
23 victins who's now a survivor on the
24 terrible fiasco that took place
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 after Pride on June 7th. Her nane
2 is Ma. W'IlIl call her Ma. An

3 18-year-ol d who has the nost

4 I ncredi bl e courage and beauti f ul

5 spirit, who did not have that nuch
6 courage to cone today, but trusted
7 me, along with her perm ssion of

8 her parents to speak in her words.
9 And these will be her words that I
10 speak. Nothing wll be added or
11 subt r act ed.

12 Good norning. M nane
13 iIs Ma. |1'm18 years old. |

14 i dentify as | esbian and ny pronouns
15 are she/her. M first Pride was
16 nothing like |I imgined. |nstead
17 of fun and celebration wth ny

18 friends, the police turned joy into
19 fear and abuse. | can't put into
20 words the fear that | experienced
21 on June 7th. As nuch as | try, |
22 guess you just had to be there.

23 The police pushing,

24 arresting, pulling out their
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1 tasers, pointing at ne and ny

2 friends. It was horrible. Al |

3 wanted to do was dance and

4 celebrate Pride in the Gayborhood.
5 | won't be back in the Gayborhood.
6 | don't feel safe around the

7 police. Maybe one day I'Ill try

8 again. | don't know, nmaybe. M a.
9 And | would |ike to add,
10 | would like to rem nd the

11 Phi | adel phi a police and

12 particularly when you're dealing

13 with Black and Brown and trans

14 people in the Gayborhood, which has
15 never been a safe place for any of
16 us, | want to rem nd you, just

17 because you put your uniform on

18 doesn't nean you take your humanity
19 of f. Thank you agai n,
20  Counci | mrenber Rue Landau.
21 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU
22 Thank you. Please state your nane.
23  \Woever's next, please state your
24 nanme and your pronouns for the
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1 record and proceed with your

2 testi nony.

3 M5. HEWTT:. H. MW

4 name is Gace Hewitt, she/her. 1I'd
5 like to thank the Council, the

6 community and all of the uniforned
7 police officers who have been on

8 their phones all norning. On

9 Sunday, June 7th, | attended a

10 Pride-rel ated event at Frankie

11 Bradl ey's in the Gaybor hood.

12 During this tinme, | wtnessed

13 several instances of police

14 I ntimdation and vi ol ence agai nst
15 attendees, Pride celebrants and the
16 general public in an alleyway

17 bet ween Chancel |l or Street and

18 Locust Street.

19 At | east a dozen

20 officers marched in a |line and

21 began yelling at attendants, two of
22  whom were havi ng nedi cal

23 energencies related to the

24 excessive heat. The officers
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1 demanded that the two attendees

2 nove with no reason, given there

3 was no street bl ockage or safety

4 concerns. One of these attendees

5 I ncl uded a young wonman who had

6 recently gai ned consci ousness after
7 fainting.

8 These officers yelled at
9 them offering nedical assistance,
10 but never once actually provided

11 any help. During ny tinme outside
12 the venue, | wtnessed officers

13 attenpt to physically and verbally
14 i ntimdate attendees who were there
15 to celebrate their community.

16 Again, when you say that there's

17 nothing in the Gayborhood, we were
18 t here.

19 As for a paid event, as
20 attendees in the Gayborhood to
21 cel ebrate, they interrogated people
22 up and down the street, denmandi ng
23 peopl e | eave and nocked the Pride
24 flags and signage. It was clear
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fromtheir first nonment on the
street that they were not there to
protect or serve anyone.

Many of us want to
celebrate Pride safely while
supporting queer-owned busi nesses.
|'ve attended Pride in Phil adel phi a
for the past three years and |
still cannot understand why the
city has not figured out how to
keep the community safe after so
many Pride events. The police have
never been an ally to this
community. The police have never
made nmy community feel safer.

If you guys aren't ready
to change, we can go back to
pi cking up pennies and bricks from
the police today. Al I've heard
are excuses. You're here to
expl ain yoursel ves and gi ve excuses
and show these illegible slides,
but not apol ogize to the community.

You bring up safety with vehicle

888-893-3767
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1 ramm ng attacks, but your officers

2 are the ones using their vehicles

3 as weapons against civilians, nmany

4 of whom were m nors.

5 You |ist terror events,

6 but your force becane the terror

7 that day to people. It was not a

8 perfect day. Yeah, that was clear

9 to everyone there that it was not a

10 perfect day. And | really think

11 that you owe everyone here and

12 everyone who was there an apol ogy

13 for how the police behaved. [|I'm

14 really not excited to hear nore

15 excuses and | really don't have

16 trust that anything is going to get

17 better after everything |I've heard

18 today fromthe Conm ssioner. But |

19 really want to thank everyone here

20 for their time. Thank you.

21 ( Appl ause.)

22 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.

23 Thank you. Please state your nane

24 and your pronouns and proceed.
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1 M5. BENNETT: My nane is
2 Em Bennett. | use they/them

3 pronouns and | am a queer activi st

4 of South Philly. Before |I speak on
5 nmy Pride experience, | would Iike

6 us to reflect on a quote from

7 Philly journalist Mark Segal

8 descri bing the conditions of

9 Chri st opher Street before

10 Stonewal | . The police ruled

11 Chri stopher Street. They harassed

12 us nightly in our own nei ghborhood.
13 Their nmessage was

14 sinple: You people are not all owed
15 to gather. You are not allowed to
16 be visible. You are not allowed to
17 exi st together. Wen | left the

18 bar the night of June 7th, the

19 bubbl e of exuberance |I felt with ny
20 community burst quickly as |

21 noti ced nenaci ng officers in masks

22 welding their batons as

23 playthings. It became a pit of

24 fear as | realized ny friend and |
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1 were kettled with no place to go,

2 fear that turned into despair as |
3 heard yelling, tasers being

4 depl oyed agai nst ny community.

5 W were trapped and

6 t hings were horribly wong. Wen I
7 asked an officer where we were

8 supposed to go, he said, | can't

9 tell you. [|'mjust doing ny job.
10 Processi ng what happened to ny

11 community that night, | am

12 I ncensed. Police Commi ssioner

13 Bet hel , you have failed the

14 community you swore to serve. It
15 has becone cl ear you see us not as
16 humans, but as a nui sance to be

17 controlled. Your use of fear and
18 surveill ance on the queer conmunity
19 showed conpl ete i gnorance of our
20 hi story and val ues.
21 We cannot thrive because
22 you do not believe in our right to
23 be visible, to exist together. Not
24 even on our nost sacred of days are
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1 we safe in your care. Police

2 Comm ssi oner Bethel, | inplore you
3 toresign fromyour position. FErr
4 you repeat the history that brought
5 us here. And | would also like to
6 poi nt out that one of the videos

7 was clained to be the 1200 bl ock of
8 Walnut is actually 1625 Chest nut

9 Street, the Shops at Liberty.

10 Nowhere near the Pride

11 cel ebrations. Thank you. | yield
12 my tinmne.

13 ( Appl ause.)

14 COUNCI LWOVAN  LANDAUL

15 Ms. Hartman, can you pl ease cal

16 t he next w tnesses.

17 THE CLERK: Madi son

18 Gray. Then Lindsay Gottschall and
19 Dani el Cuy.

20 (Wtnesses approached
21 W tness table.)

22 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.

23  Thank you. Please, whoever wants

24 to start, state your nane, your
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1 pronouns and pl ease proceed with

2 your testinony.

3 M5. GRAY: H . M nane
4 I s Madi son Gay. M pronouns are

5 she/ her. | have been a resident of
6 Phi | adel phia for nore than ten

7 years now. | attended many Pride

8 cel ebrations and al so ot her

9 cel ebrations, Eagle cel ebrations,
10 Erin Express, all types of street
11 parties that have been a little

12 rowdy and | have never, ever seen
13 anything |i ke what | experienced on
14 June 7t h.

15 On June 7th, we wal ked
16 out of our friend s apartnent

17 bui | di ng, which was on Wl nut

18 Street between 12th and 13th. Once
19 you're on that intersection, there
20 are four different ways you could
21 potentially | eave. W were headi ng
22 to dinner. The intersection of

23 12t h and Wal nut was shut down with

24 barri cades. The intersection at
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13t h and Wal nut was shut down with
barri cades, both wi th dozens of
cops, you know, naybe even 50-pl us
cops at each intersection.

There's two ot her ways,
right. There's an all eyway down
Camac Street and then there's a
courtyard where you can go north.
Bot h of those were al so shut down
Wi th cops blocking the exits. W
had no way to | eave the area. At
this point, we were just going to
di nner, which is our right to do
so.

W tal ked to the police
and asked them why they were
shutting it dowmm. W were told no
expl anation of why they were
shutting it down. And we began to
see police officers wth nasks,

horses, paddy wagons. To be

honest, it was unlike anything |'ve

experienced outside of |egal

observing. |I'ma lawer and | do
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1 | egal observing at protests, and

2 "' mtal ki ng about | egal observing

3 at sonme of the nost intense

4 protests in 2020, |like after Walter

5 Willace was nurdered in West

6 Philly, where we know we al so saw

7 their police kettling people. But

8 that was in a protest situation.

9 And this was in a situation where
10 there was no resistance. There was
11 no expl anation for why they were
12 behavi ng the way that they were.

13 And | nean, |

14 | mredi ately recogni zed it as

15 kettling. The only way we were

16 able to get out eventually was

17 because one officer just decided

18 that he would | et us out of there,

19 which we were a group of

20 predom nantly Wiite people, so |

21 don't know that everyone woul d have

22 been afforded the sanme privil ege.

23 Wile we were there, we

24 saw two young girls trying to get
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to their car so they could | eave.

| think they had been cel ebrating
Pride in the city and were just
driving hone. They were foll owed
into their car by a group of

of ficers who began slamm ng on the
wi ndows of the car and yelling at
themto the point that these girls
were crying. And they weren't able
to | eave. They were stuck in their
car and they just had -- | don't
even know when they were able to

| eave the situation.

Wien we asked the police
of fi cer what we shoul d do, they
told us to just go back inside as
If we don't have the right to wal k
around the Gayborhood on Pride
Sunday. In conclusion, this was an
experience unlike any other. And
t hank you for holding a hearing on
this. And | really hope that we
can see sone real accountability

and change fromthis.
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1 M5. GOTTSCHALL: H. MW

2 name is Lindsay. | use she/her

3 pronouns. I've lived in Philly ny

4 whole life and | love this city and

5 the community. |'ve been going to

6 Pride events since | was in college

7 at Tenple. So I'mgrateful to be

8 here to share ny experience. On

9 June 7th, around 5:00 p.m | was,

10 you know, with Maddie at points. |

11 exited ny friend s apartnent on

12 Wal nut Street.

13 | was i medi ately net

14 with nultiple cops standing there

15 telling ne to nove. | calny

16 asked, why do we need to get off

17 the sidewalk. And | was told, by

18 this officer, "You guys just need

19 to nove because those guys back

20 there wll have no nercy on you."

21 That is a direct quote.

22 | | ooked up and | see

23 com ng down WAl nut rows and rows of

24 cops revving their engines wth
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1 their helnmets on. | nean, it was

2 li ke a nob of cops. |'mbeing told

3 to get off the sidewalk. | can't

4 go in the street. So we were

5 essentially pushed into a side

6 all eyway wth everyone from Wl nut

7 Street.

8 | watched a young wonan

9 | nt oxi cated but engaging with the

10 cops. And instead of escal ating

11 the situation, | watched him

12 literally pick her up, throw her

13 over his shoul der and wal k her down

14 the end of the alleyway. That is

15 not de-escalation in ny opinion.

16 That is physical force. Let alone

17 the no-nmercy conment. You can

18 assune what was neant by that.

19 Cops are just slowy

20 comng over. W're not allowed to

21 | eave. | nean, the sheer nunber of

22 cops there was alarmng. [I'mstill

23 not quite sure what the shift was

24 to necessitate that. Al | saw was
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1 peopl e hangi ng out, singing with

2 musi ¢ that was there and having fun

3 wth their comunity. It was

4 pretty inpossible to even get out

5 of this alleyway that we're al

6 trapped in now, like we're a bunch

7 of herded ani nal s.

8 Even wal king to the

9 Pride event, all | see is cops just

10 staring and laughing like it's a

11 bunch of puppets essentially. To

12 what Maddie said too, | have al so

13 attended a lot of events in the

14 city, Eagles, Mummers, Erin

15 Express. \Wen |'ve seen people

16 clinmbing street signs and trash

17 cans and the cops, don't even bat

18 an eye. But when it involves queer

19 or Brown and Bl ack people, it's an

20 I ssue. So we need to change the

21 narrative. It doesn't nake any

22 sense. Thank you.

23 ( Appl ause.)

24 MR QGJY: Hello, Cty
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1 Council. I'm Danny Quy, they/them
2 pronouns. | work at CPOC, but |I'm
3 here today speaking in ny capacity
4 as a resident and a Pride attendee
5 since 2009. These words are ny
6 per sonal experience, not an
7 official position of CPOC. | want
8 to underscore the city's lack of
9 pl anning at this year's Pride.
10 Until the pandem c, Pride was held
11 I n Penn's Landi ng and peopl e cane
12 t hroughout the day to celebrate in
13 t he Gayborhood. This is not new.
14 Wiy was the city not
15 better prepared for people to be
16 celebrating in the Gayborhood? M
17 personal experience was attenpting
18 to get back to our friend' s hotel
19 on Locust Street post street
20 clearing. W interacted with two
21 officers at different intersections
22 who wer e unhel pful and coul d not
23 provide a clear route back to the
24 hot el .
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1 W were finally all owed
2 to pass after ny friend pl eaded

3 wthathird officer. This was a

4 privileged experience. W were a

5 group of three White cis-presenting
6 men, but no officer had a clear

7 answer. No one would tell us when
8 Locust would be open. Wiy did it

9 take us pleading to get back to a
10 hotel, ny friend s hone, for that
11 night. Conpared to what we all saw
12 today, mne was a | owl evel

13 conplaint. But what it highlights
14 Is the lack of planning and

15 communi cation frompolice and city
16 | eader shi p.

17 As | said back here in
18 June, it seens that we can plan

19 qui ckly to wel cone rowdy Eagl es
20 fans to take over Broad Street
21 directly after a Super Bowl w n,
22 and we don't seem concerned when
23 they're clinbing street poles. So
24 why didn't the city anticipate
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1 gueer people celebrating in the

2 Gaybor hood on Pri de.

3 It only exacerbates how
4 our community feels disregarded and
5 dehumani zed in a hostile, political
6 climate. W deserve to be treated
7 humanel y |i ke our straight

8 counterparts, given equal nonents
9 of joy and cel ebration. Thank you.
10 ( Appl ause.)

11 COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU.

12 Thank you all so nuch.

13 Ms. Hartnman, can you

14 call the next few public

15 conment ers.

16 THE CLERK: Lindsay

17 McCor mi ck, Nurya Abdul | ah, Taron
18 Bar kil ey.

19 (Wtnesses approached
20 witness table.)
21 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.
22 Good afternoon. Please state your
23 nanme and your pronouns and proceed
24  with your testinony.
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1 M5. MCORMCK: H. M

2 nanme i s Lindsay McCorm ck. M

3 pronouns are she/her. And |I've

4 attended Phil adel phia Pride every

5 year since 2013 when | noved to

6 Phi | adel phia. And every year it

7 seens |ike police presence

8 i ncreases and intensifies. After

9 what | witnessed this year, |I'm

10 scared what wll happen in the

11 future if this pattern continues.

12 Around 5:30 p.m, | was

13 waiting for nmy friend outside their

14 apartnment on Walnut. Wthin 15

15 m nutes of nme waiting, everyone on

16 Wal nut was kettled onto Canac

17 Street and not allowed to | eave. |

18 saw a person being held up by two

19 friends because they were not well

20 enough to wal k. They were not

21 allowed to exit. Even though it

22 was clear this person needed

23 nmedi cal attention, it felt |ike the

24 police kettled us to instigate and
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1 escalate. They were not there for
2 our safety.

3 It al so was not |ost on
4 nme that a couple days after Pride,
5 there was a pronotion for open

6 streets in Mdtown Village, which |
7 guess is what we're calling the

8 Gaybor hood now. Wth the

9 aggressi ve police presence and the
10 pronotion of open streets in

11 M dtown Village, not the

12 Gaybor hood, it makes ne ask who is
13 allowed to exit and exist in

14 Phi | adel phia. It feels like the
15 city is trying to intimdate queer
16 exi stence and erase LGBT history.
17 Thank you.

18 ( Appl ause.)

19 COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU.

20 Thank you so nuch.

21 M5. BARKLEY: Hell o.

22 Good afternoon. Thank you for the
23 time. M nane is Taron Barkley. |

24 use he/ hi mpronouns. This has been
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1 an interesting day. Everything

2 |"ve heard here has nmade no sense.
3 "' m honestly so confused. But just
4 to highlight a few things, because
5 " m sol uti on-based and we've heard
6 not hi ng but just coments today.

7 The only reason why

8 we're here is because it wasn't

9 just queer people. It wasn't just
10 LGBTQ people. This was Black and
11 Brown people that were policed and
12 corrall ed and have been policed and
13 corralled in the city nightly since
14 then. If it had not been for ny

15 video where | painted the picture
16 of what it felt like to me there --
17 I|'"'m 31 years old, | cane out when |
18 was 16.

19 |'ve been com ng
20 downtown after school, we would
21 wal k from St. Joe's Prep, that's
22 where | went, ny alma mater, and we
23  would wal k down here and | woul d be

24 in the city. So it's not about
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1 just queer people. It's not just

2 about -- and |I've heard ot her

3 peopl e say it's never been a safe

4 space. |'ve never also encountered

5 that either.

6 The Gayborhood is a

7 | iving, breathing space daily,

8 nightly. So it's not about there

9 not being anything to do and it's

10 not about there being children

11 downt own. You guys needing to

12 police kids, that's known.

13 Everyone knows that. But we're not

14 going to blanme the children being

15 downt own for you com ng downt own

16 and policing us fromgoing to the

17 bars and specifically Bl ack peopl e.

18 Because since that night, every day

19 except for Latin night, mght |

20 add, because that was | ast night

21 and | went just to see, you're down

22 there. So | don't want to hear

23 about it being kids.

24 And also too, it's like
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1 what Pride is and the Gayborhood is
2 bars. So if you're not 21 years

3 ol d, you shouldn't be in the

4 Gaybor hood. Bl ocking the streets

5 off is sonething new. W never got
6 that, but it's like there for 21

7 and up. So if you're not 21, you

8 got to go honme. And if you guys

9 can't figure that out, then it's

10 not our job to figure that out.

11 And | feel like we're

12 being -- we've |ost the plot here,
13 right. Like, are you going to keep
14 com ng downtown and ruining the

15 space that |ives and breathes daily
16 or is it about, you know, LGBTQ

17 bodies? O are we going to

18 actually put the light on where it
19 needs to be? Thank you so nuch and
20 have a great day.
21 ( Appl ause.)
22 COUNCI LWOVAN  LANDAU
23 Thank you very nuch.
24 Ms. Hartnman, can you
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1 pl ease call the next few w tnesses.

2 THE CLERK: M a Rivera,

3 Christiana Lewis, Mark Roberts.

4 (Wtnesses approached

5 wtness table.)

6 COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAUL

7 Good afternoon. You're the first

8 sitting. If you' dlike to state

9 your name and your pronouns and

10 proceed with your testinony.

11 MR. ROBERTS: M nane is

12 Mark Roberts. | use he/him M

13 wfe and | are 20-year-plus

14 residents of the Gayborhood. W

15 have al ways felt wel coned and safe

16 there. [|I'man officer of Neighbors

17 Across Market RCO and a nenber of

18 t he Nei ghbor hood Al li ance of

19 Washi ngton Square West as well as

20 of course the G vic Association.

21 | ' m speaki ng out today

22 agai nst the police response in our

23 nei ghbor hood for our LGBTQ and

24 strai ght nei ghbors because it's not
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1 really acceptable to have nass

2 police terrorizing our citizens.

3 Trunp and | CE goons are trying very
4 hard to make that an acceptable

5 daily practice and every one of us
6 has to say, no, you won't.

7 It is obviously a relief
8 that no one died on June 7th. But
9 we all know that's an easy option
10 for our overmlitarized | ocal

11 pol i ce departnents anong unarned
12 citizens. |'mglad Conm ssioner

13 Bet hel did confirmthat nmasks are
14 not a part of PPD's unifornms. |'m
15 retired. But when | worked for

16 many for several years, had nore
17 than a passing relationship wth
18 | aw enforcenent. |'ve always been
19 | npressed by | aw enforcenent's
20 ability to de-escal ate the tense
21 si tuati ons.
22 When t hose responsi bl e
23 for keeping the peace don't, we end

24 up in a worse place. And this was
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1 really only partiers. Wat will go

2 down with flash nobs | ooking for

3 troubl e, machi ne guns, bazookas.

4 W can | augh, but facing this

5 seriously now and doing the right

6 thing now protects us all into the

7 future. Thank you for listening to

8 nmy testinony.

9 ( Appl ause.)

10 M5. LEWS: H . M nane

11 I's Christiana, she/they pronouns.

12 When | attended Phil adel phia Pride,

13 | didn't expect to |l eave wth

14 trauma and pain. As a 23-year-old

15 gueer woman, |'ve never experienced

16 police brutality before. But the

17 truth is this is a normfor our

18 communi ty, especially our Bl ack,

19 trans, queer and non-bi nary

20 communi ty.

21 A police officer charged

22 at ne wwth their horse, forcing ne

23 into open traffic, proclaimng

24 clear the corners or we'll charge
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1 at you. The claimthe chief nmade

2 that the horses were just

3 performng a trot does not

4 understand the control the rider

5 has over the horse. The rider

6 deci des the path the horse takes.

7 Several officers had

8 full face coverings. | witnessed a
9 wonman officer threatening the

10 community with a taser. The

11 chief's solution is to arc your

12 tasers. So now we won't know if

13 we're getting tased next. It is

14 clear to ne that our police

15 departnent is corrupt, systemcally
16 raci st, honophobi ¢ and needs change
17 now. This is even nore clear by

18 all the excuses the police chief

19 made with his presentation.
20 I ntention doesn't
21 matter. |Inpact does. The city
22 wanted to profit off of the
23 community by charging for Pride on

24  the Parkway, but couldn't protect
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1 us agai nst our own public servants.
2 If there's dozens of free Pride

3 events in the Gaybor hood, which |

4 attended and where Pride has been
5 for many years, common sense woul d
6 tell you to close off the streets.
7 They cl osed off the

8 roads and sidewal ks with a barrier
9 herding us like cattle. Wy didn't
10 we block off the road for the

11 people to walk on it if it wasn't
12 even open for cars? Let nme be

13 clear. | was not the target of

14 this brutality. The target is and
15 al ways has been our Bl ack, Brown
16 and trans non-binary conmmunity.

17 |"mnot here to mansplain to the
18 LGBTQ community. |'mhere for so
19 nmy voi ce reaches the privileged

20 ears that have refused to listen to
21 us before. This is what systemc
22 raci sm and deep-rooted honophobi a
23 | ooks i ke in Philadel phia. And as

24 our public servants, it is your
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1 duty to make sure this never

2 happens again. Thank you.

3 ( Appl ause.)

4 M5. MCORMCK: H. M

5 nane is Ma, she/her, YouTuber

6 MaRTV. In the worst way possible,

7 the history of Pride has cone full

8 circle as an ally. | |istened

9 carefully to the Police

10 Comm ssi oner's response. He said,

11 "' m not nmeking excuses, but that's

12 all we heard. Pointing to a small

13 nunmber of official police reports

14 does not erase what happened.

15 Many vi deos that we saw

16 t oday capture these incidents, but

17 people may be too afraid to file a

18 police report after experiencing

19 t he abuse fromthe very depart nent

20 that we're expected to report to.

21 A sergeant has contacted ne

22 regarding an interview from ny

23 official conplaint. And if I'm

24 bei ng honest with everyone, | don't
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1 know if | can bring nyself to show

2 up. I'mstill scared and

3 traumati zed by what happened to the

4 poi nt where being in the sane room

5 as an officer feels horrifying.

6 It's also stated that

7 nounted officers are used to

8 intimdate. That adm ssion al one

9 shoul d concern everyone in this

10 room Intimdation has no pl ace

11 for an event where he said he's

12 here to protect safety and pronote

13 safety. W are not young kids

14 fighting in the street. | should

15 not fear being nearly tranpled by a

16 hor se because a blurred video of

17 children fighting triggered police

18 to abuse us.

19 W were al so conpared to

20 the FIFA crowds and told they were

21 conpliant. W weren't that. The

22 count |l ess videos of their chaos

23 tells a different story. Yet they

24 weren't brutalized. It sounds like
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1 the police officers are the ones

2 conpliant and silent towards each

3 ot hers abuse of civilians. Qur tax
4 dol | ars should not fund officers

5 who discrimnate. |f bias

6 training, enotional regulation and
7 de-escal ati on are not preventing

8 this, then accountability nust

9 follow Fire them How have we
10 | ear ned not hing from 20207 W are
11 not progressing or regressing.

12 Pride should be a celebration, not
13 anot her rem nder of why this

14 novenent began in the first place.
15 And finally, using

16 police horses needs to go. They

17 deserve to be free, just |like we

18 do. And just like us, these horses
19 are controlled and placed in
20 Situations they did not choose.
21 They are animals, not public
22 servants |like you police. They
23 shoul d never be used as tools of
24 I ntimdation against the people

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179




252
Committee on Legislative Oversight

1 they don't get to choose to police.
2 Thank you.

3 ( Appl ause.)

4 COUNCI LWOVAN  LANDAU:

5 Thank you all so nuch.

6 Ms. Hartman, can you call the next
7 few public testinony please.

8 THE CLERK: Christian

9 Or, Brett Bender, Janes

10 Bri dgeforth.

11 (Wtnesses approached
12 W tness table.)

13 MR ORR M nane is

14 Christian Or. | use he/they

15 pronouns. And on June 7, 2026, at
16 the Pride Festival | was assaul ted
17 by a police officer on Chancell or
18 Street. At around 7:00 p.m as |
19 was attenpting to go around the
20 bi ke rack barricade and get hone,
21 officers on foot and on dirt bikes
22 pushi ng back the line of attendees,
23 | was pushed by Police Oficer

24 Diore, as | believe it is
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1 pronounced, no |ess than five

2 times.

3 One of those tines | was
4 pushed to the ground resulting in a
5 scraped and bl oodi ed knee, hip and
6 hand, | do have pictures. Wile |
7 am saddened and di sappoi nted by

8 this and other officers actions on
9 that day, | amnot at all surprised
10 as this historically has been how
11 police engage with our community.
12 And as a side note, | do attend

13 many ot her community events in the
14 city, whether that's the Mummers

15 Parade or the St. Patty's Day

16 Par ade and on nmany occasions wth
17 nmy left eye, I witness attendees

18 defacing property and with ny right
19 eye, | watch officers in full
20 uniformw th open contai ners of
21 al cohol drinking. On many
22 occasions | have w tnessed that
23 happen. So because of the banality
24 of how they police us in our
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1 communities, it's not ny only
2 concern about the overpolicing in
3 the community on that day.
4 As | amcertain that
5 after this hearing and
6 I nvestigation, City Council will do
7 Its due diligence to ensure our
8 community will not be net with this
9 | evel of force by PPD on the day of
10 Pride again, at least not in the
11 near future.
12 My other concern is the
13 systemc one. It's that nmultiple
14 departnments wthin Gty Hall may
15 have been fully aware of the plan
16 for an overwhel m ng police presence
17 wel | 1 n advance of the day and
18 chose to do and say nothing to
19 prevent, stop or warn our conmunity
20 of the dangers awaiting us in the
21 Gaybor hood. My prof essi onal
22 background is in large-scale
23 parades and festivals held in mjor
24 netropolitan cities.
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| have worked on
| ogi stics and production teans for
events such as the National Cherry
Bl ossom Parade in Washi ngton, D.C.,
the July 4th Parade in both D. C
And i n Phil adel phia, the 6ABC
Thanksgi ving Day Parade here in
Philly. | have managed the Lehi gh
Valley Pride and | was one of the
| ogi stics coordinator for Philly
Pri de when the festival was brought
to the Gayborhood in 2022. | have
wor ked on these teans nmany tines
over the span of a decade. | have
participated in neetings with many
netro city police, police
departnents, O fice of Energency
Managenent, O fice of Speci al
Events, Ofice of LABTQ Affairs,
EMS, Fire, the Departnent of
Honel and Security and ot her
muni ci pal departnents. |
under st and how t hese ki nds of

events work and how they are
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1 coordinated across teans and

2 departnents frominception to

3  execution.

4 So when it was proposed
5 to the city to nove the festival to
6 t he Parkway, which | fully support
7 by the way, as the safest option,

8 I'mfinding it incredibly hard to

9 believe that no one in all of those
10 departnents on all of those teans
11 asked the questions, what are we

12 going to do wth the Gayborhood or
13 how are we going to handle the

14 I nflux of people in the Gayborhood
15 after the festival has ended on the
16 Par kway. These are | ogi cal

17 questions that should have and

18 | i kely were posed to these nultiple
19 departnments within Cty Hall.

20 The first priority of an
21 event producer and the city that

22 facilitates it should al ways be the
23 safety and protection of the

24 attendees before, during and after
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1 an event. This priority is

2 magni fied here in Philly because of

3 our predom nantly Bl ack and Brown

4 city and our Pride attendees al ong.

5 And they belong to a -- the

6 priority is magnified here in

7 Philly because we are a

8 predom nantly Black and Brown city,

9 and our Pride attendees belong to

10 multiple marginalized communities.

11 The City of Phil adel phi a

12 and the PPD failed in its nmandate

13 to protect our community this year.

14 And if, in fact, nmultiple

15 departnents were in full awareness

16 of this plan to overpolice us, the

17 peopl e who | ead these departnents

18 al so need to be held accountabl e.

19 Thank you.

20 (Appl ause. )

21 MR BRI DGEFORTH. My

22 name i s Janes Bridgeforth.

23 Pronouns are he/himhis. 1'mhere

24 speaki ng today as a resident of the
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1 Cty of Philadelphia. But |I would
2 be remss if | didn't also

3 acknow edge that I'mthe Ward

4 Leader of the Denocratic Ward,

5 Leader of the 46th Ward of

6 Phi | adel phi a.

7 | cane here to support
8 today's hearing and the people who
9 signed up to share their truth

10 about what happened at Pride. As
11 an academc with years of

12 experience studying crisis

13 managenent and community voi ce and
14 policy and deci sion-making, | cane
15 here today because | wanted to see
16 how our governnment would respond to
17 communi ty nmenbers who are often

18 I gnored, nmarginalized and whose

19 concerns are | abeled as

20 uni nportant, given all the many

21 I ssues we're facing in this world.
22 | originally didn't plan
23 on speaking today. | was only at

24 Pride for a short tine that day and
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1 | didn't directly experience a
2 trauma that so many others actually
3 faced. But | decided | wanted to
4 speak because | wanted to be on the
5 record that we need to continue to
6 see this kind of energy from
7 Counci | .
8 When t hese ki nds of
9 Crises occur in too many cases in
10 our city and in this country,
11 residents often feel ignored and
12 shut out from decisions that are
13 made in their nane. As we nove
14 forward fromthis hearing, ny hope
15 Is that we hold our city
16 account abl e for nmaking sure that
17 all of our residents and visitors
18 feel safe and free to cel ebrate
19 openly, to sinply live their very
20 best lives free from harassnent,
21 i ntimdation and vi ol ence of all
22 fornmns.
23 In the future when we
24  tal k about safety, | also want us
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to al ways consi der what do we
actual ly nean when we say t hat
word. Safety fromwhat and safety
for whom Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAUL
Thank you both so nuch.

Ms. Hartman, can you
call the next public commenters.

THE CLERK: Alicia
Ganbrel and Tyrell Brown.

(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN  LANDAUL
That's it. You two are the | ast
two, at |east who have signed up.
Can you repeat the other nane?

THE CLERK: Alicia
Ganbr el .

COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU.
Apparently, she's no | onger here.
Pl ease state your nane and your
pronouns for the record.

MR. BROWN: Yes. Tyrell

888-893-3767
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1 Brown, they/he pronouns

2 I nterchangeably. Hi. 1'mthe

3 founder and Executive D rector of

4 Philly Pride 365. And | wasn't

5 goi ng to comment today, but there
6 were sone things that were

7 I nconsi stencies that | have heard
8 repeat ed over and over again in

9 neetings wth the Conm ssi oner.

10 There are al so things

11 that I|'mactually shocked to hear
12 because one of ny friends Christian
13 just spoke, and spoke about what

14 they experienced on the festival

15 ground and | wanted to express

16 within two mnutes that -- nunber
17 one, our community IS very unique
18 in the sense that we are interwven
19 with power titles, but also

20 communi ty nmenbers that we cal

21 famly that are famly to us. And
22 it's horrifying to know that on

23 t hat day, sonebody that | hold near

24 and dear was pushed several tines
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1 to the ground. And that's personal
2 to ne.

3 But it's also know ng

4 that watching those videos, it was
5 horrifying because | actually have
6 emails and communications in which
7 | sent over guidances to people

8 saying that these are things that

9 they should anticipate. So even if
10 they say they didn't anticipate it
11 was goi ng to happen or they didn't
12 know it was goi ng to happen, what
13 we can | ook back at as history from
14 2022, 3, 4 and 5, know ng that

15 there was an influx of people that
16 were coning to the Gayborhood to
17 cel ebrate even when the festival

18 was happening in the Gayborhood.

19 Peopl e were con ng down
20 at 5:30, 6:00, 7:00 and staying

21 | ater. So the fact that there

22 wasn't an antici pated, you know, or
23 an expected attendance boominto

24  the Gayborhood, it's just factually
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1 not true. And it's not supported
2 by anyone | ooking at history and

3 data and | ooki ng at commruni cati ons
4 for the past four years.

5 And so, ny thing is

6 about shared accountability and

7 really accepting the fact that

8 there were m stakes nade this year.
9 And | think that |I have to take

10 accountability and that neans that
11 | have to make changes in the way
12 that | organize things. But if |I'm
13 going to do that and I'mgoing to
14 tell the truth about it, then

15 goddami t, the people here that

16 work in institutions that get paid
17 by our tax dollars should be ready
18 to tell the truth about the things
19 that were communicated to them

20 about the things that they were

21 pl anning for, and then al so about
22 how we can have shared

23 accountability about planning

24 forward. And if we're not going to
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1 do that, if we're going to try to

2 just hide behind excuses and vi deo
3 evi dence and sayi ng, | understand,
4 we understand all these things, we
5 know what happened.

6 Peopl e were there and we
7 saw what happened. W did. W saw
8 i ntercommunity violence. W al

9 W t nessed those things. W also

10 saw aggression. W saw unnecessary
11 agitation. W saw violent |anguage
12 bei ng used agai nst our conmmunity.
13 And it wasn't just on June 7th, as
14 has been expressed over and over

15 again. These are things that have
16 happened routinely for the |ast --
17 for as long as I've lived in

18 Phi | adel phia ny entire life. This
19 Is stuff that has happened, and it
20 was exacerbated and it was put on
21 di spl ay.
22 And it was a public
23 enbarrassnent during June Pride
24 Month for the entire nation for
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1 Phi | adel phia to be represented that
2 way, to be our community during

3 Pride to be treated that way. And
4 | just want to end with Pride is

5 not just an event. It is literally
6 what we -- it's what we reach to.

7 It's what we carry within

8 ourselves. It's what we have to

9 carry wth oursel ves, whether or

10 not you attend an event or not.

11 And so, if that's being
12 crashed into by authorities saying
13 and calling us nanes and pushi ng us
14 to the ground -- | was in the

15 Gaybor hood that day after our

16 event. They wouldn't even |l et us
17 to our hotel. W were staying at
18 the Fairfield on 13th and Locust.
19 They yelled at us. They yelled at
20 me and Sappho and told us that we
21 couldn't get to our hotel. They

22 prevented us fromwal king after

23 working an entire 12-hour day to go

24 to our hotel to rest.
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1 It felt dangerous. It

2 felt like they didn't care. And

3 even | wll say this, ny |ast

4 thing. Over the years, even with

5 ny credentialing, this is the

6 thing, it's like I'"mthe producer

7 of the event. | have this badge

8 and | go to officers and | say,

9 hey, | need you to nove this, that,
10 or the other or | need you to

11 pl ease tone down this or that or

12 the other, and they | ook at ne |ike
13 |'"'ma stranger to them |ike | have
14 no authority in that space. And

15 t hat happens whet her or not the

16 Pride is on the Gayborhood or on

17 t he Parkway, because it did happen
18 on the Par kway.

19 They | ooked at ne there
20 on the Parkway and they woul dn't
21 follow instructions fromnme there
22 on the Parkway. And |I'm hol ding
23 credentials saying that | run this
24 event so there isn't -- it just
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1 feels like there isn't any respect,
2 regardl ess of whether or not you're
3 an attendee, an organi zer, or
4  whether or not you have an
5 I nstitutional position. None of
6 these things seemto be able to
7 protect us, and we should just be
8 treated respectfully as sovereign
9 resi dents of Phil adel phia. And
10 that's just that. So thank you.
11 ( Appl ause.)
12 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.
13 Thank you very nuch.
14 I s there anybody el se
15 here who wants to provide public
16 conment ?
17 (Wtnesses approached
18 wtness table.)
19 COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU.
20 Pl ease state your nane for the
21 record, your pronouns and proceed
22 with your testinony.
23 M5. GOLPHIN:. Hello. M

24 nanme is Brighton Golphin and | go
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1 by they/them pronouns. |'ma

2 resi dent of South Phil adel phi a.

3 Aside fromthe violence that

4 happened as it relates to the

5 police in the Gayborhood, | do want
6 to put sonething on your radar,

7 Counci | menber. Aside fromthe

8 Gaybor hood being overly policed, as
9 we saw in Jacen Bowran's video this
10 past weekend, South Street has been
11 terribly, overly policed.

12 Because | am a South

13 Philly resident, | often go to

14 South Street because, you know, we
15 have Val's. | don't personally

16 attend marches, but we al so have

17 mar ches, we have all these other

18 busi nesses that are al so on South
19 Street. We have South Street Art
20 Mart. They have a |l ot of events

21 there. And there's other

22 busi nesses that have been known for
23 Bl ack and Brown queer folks to

24 attend. And that was way before
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1 mar ches and Val's had appear ed.

2 Wen | | eave Val's at

3 12: 00 at night, nost bars cl ose at
4 2:00. Wy is 2nd and Sout h bl ocked
5 off barricaded, |lights off, closed
6 off. It doesn't nmake any sense.

7 And it's not just ne and ot her

8 fol ks that attend South Street

9 events or bars that have been

10 dealing with this. [It's also other
11 busi nesses that have been suffering
12 threatening to cl ose because of the
13 overpolicing and the barricades

14 that have been happeni ng on Sout h
15 Street.

16 And again, |I'maware

17 that years ago there was a shooting
18 I nci dent that happened. However,
19 it's been so many years. | don't
20 understand why we still need the
21 barri cades and whatnot. Now, if
22 it's a festival or an event such as
23 this, festivals at South Street, |

24 nmean, South Street Art Mart puts
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1 t oget her, okay, | understand it.
2 It's going to be open. W're going
3 to have all these events. But to
4 be overpoliced, if I"mgoing to the
5 Philly Aids Thrift or going to
6 Val's, that's unnecessary. And we
7 call it the Lesborhood. But howis
8 it the Lesborhood if we're still
9 bei ng overpoliced there? | know
10 this was about the Gaybor hood, but
11 | just wanted to put that into your
12 perspective that we're not even
13 welcone in our own Lesborhood
14 because of the overpolicing.
15 ( Appl ause.)
16 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  So
17 t hank you. Thank you so nuch for
18 your comments. | really appreciate
19 it. Just want you to know t hat
20  we've been in -- Council nmenber
21 Squilla and | have been in
22 conversation with the
23 Administration over a lot of the
24 I nci dents that are happening on
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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South Street. W hope to clear
themup and nake it nore free and
accessi ble as well.

M5. GOLPHI N: Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.
kay. So hearing that no one el se
I's here for public comment, this
concl udes the public hearing of the
commttee -- oh, sorry. | just
wanted to say a few things in
concl usi on.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: |
have a comment.

COUNCI LWOVAN  LANDAUL
I"d like to call on Council nenber
Mark Squilla for closing remarks.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Council nenber Landau.

| appreciate all the
testinony that was given today and
the concerns that we heard. W
understand that there were
chal | enges and m ssteps during the

event and that we need as a city to
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1 do better. W understand what we
2 bel i eved happened and we need to

3 address those concerns. Whether

4 it's wwth a conbi nati on of

5 pl anni ng, policing, but also us as
6 Counci | menbers need to be invol ved
7 al so in that process.

8 We understand Ty worked
9 very hard. Change is difficult

10 sonetinmes. W know there was sone
11 chal l enges with people not wanting
12 to go to the Parkway because they
13 wanted to go to the Gaybor hood, so
14 we maybe shoul d have been nore

15 prepared and aware of the fol ks

16 that weren't going to go to the

17 Par kway .

18 | was around when we

19 used to have those events down at
20 Penn's Landing. So we know even at
21 t hose events, when people did go to
22 Penn's Landi ng, that eventually
23 they would end up back into the

24 Gayborhood. So there were sone
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1 mssteps. And | think it's

2 | nportant to recogni ze and point

3 themout.

4 But | think the

5 challenge for us is to nake sure in

6 t he pl anni ng process, not only

7 hol di ng accountability to the

8 t hi ngs that happened, but also

9 pl anni ng and preparing for the

10 future, whether the next year's

11 event going to be on the Parkway

12 agai n, how we address both the

13 Par kway, | was on the Parkway and

14 i n the Gaybor hood that day, and

15 seeing a |l ot of both the good

16 t hi ngs and the bad things that

17 happened.

18 So it's inportant that

19 we address them have a plan going

20 forward of how we as a city not

21 only treat the Parkway event, but

22 then how do we treat the Gayborhood

23 during the Pride Festival. And I

24 think we also will need to be
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accountable working with not only
speci al events, but the planners of
the events if Ty is working to do
t hat agai n next year, and how we
make it better for the people who
are there, but also better for the
City of Phil adel phi a.

The City of Phil adel phia
did a lot of great things in 2026.
This was not one of them And we
need to learn fromit and we need
to have sol utions noving forward.
So t hank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU.
Thank you so much. And | just
wanted to add a couple of things.
| wanted to thank everyone who's
here. It was a very |ong day.
Appreciate that. Thank ny
col | eagues, all the LGBTQ
or gani zati ons, advocates,
organi zers, comunity | eaders who
came here and shared their

expertise and to the public who
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1 gave us their experiences.

2 | want to thank Police
3 Comm ssi oner Bethel, Jazelle Jones
4 and Tito Val des fromthe Parker

5 Admnistration, and al so nmake sure
6 t hat everybody knows t hat

7 Conm ssi oner Bet hel stuck around

8 and |istened to every single bit of
9 testinony here is very inportant.
10 | do believe we are

11 going to get beyond this. | never
12 said in the beginning -- | forgot
13 to say that | didn't nake it from
14 the Parkway. | was on the Parkway
15 until 7:00 at night. | felt very
16 done and did not go back to the

17 Gaybor hood.

18 But | want to make sure
19 that we highlight sonething that we
20 just heard a couple of fol ks ago,
21  that sonehow the tenor of what was
22 going on with the police started in
23 the beginning. | was on the float

24 wi th Council nenmber Gauthier, with
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1 Nai ymah Sanchez and sone ot hers.

2 And when our float got to the

3 Par kway and pull ed over, we were

4 trying to just get our bel ongi ngs
5 off of it. It had been a |ong day,
6 figure out where was -- the police
7 response to us, including with a

8 white shirt who cane up to us and
9 said, you have to nove now, you

10 have to nove now, you have to nove
11 now, was so aggressive. W had

12 just arrived to the begi nning of

13 t he Par kway.

14 And for us, and |'ve

15 tal ked to Nai ymah about this, this
16 set the tone of what we can now see
17 was the end of Pride. That's what
18 was so concerning, as if they were
19 annoyed and frustrated they even
20 had to be at this event. So the
21 testinony that we heard with people
22 I n the Gaybor hood bei ng put and
23 kettled through this naze, not

24 being able to get out, then
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1 suddenly notorcycles and police and
2 police officers are comng after

3 themis just sheerly terrifying.

4 And I'mso sorry for them to

5 everybody for the trauma that they
6 endur ed.

7 But | too believe that

8 we're going to get beyond this. W
9 will definitely circulate the

10 demands that we heard through our
11 first panel of Jacen, Naiymah and
12 Chris. W're going to circul ate

13 that to the police and the

14 adm nistration. W are going to

15 definitely nenorialize everything
16 el se we heard and asks and requests
17 of the adm nistration.

18 And this doesn't stop

19 today. There is no doubt that we
20 will build on this to figure out
21 how we work for next year, how we
22 can nmake this a safe event and a
23 cel ebratory event for all of us,
24 and to nmake sure that we are
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continuing to work on rebuil ding
and strengthening police comunity
rel ati ons because it's essential.
And it also has to -- the police
have to neet the community hal f way
so they understand that the
community's requests and
expectations are net in this
process as well. So we will put
all of this into practice. Thank
you so much for being here. Thank
you for staying for such a |long
day. Appreciate you so nuch.

| have one nore thing
' m supposed to say, which is this
concl udes the public hearing of the
Comm ttee of Legislative Oversight.
This commttee will stand in recess
until the call of the Chair. Thank

you all very nuch.

( Appl ause.)

Comm ttee on Legislative

Oversi ght concluded at 2:00 p.m)
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1 CERTI FI CATI ON
2
I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
? and evi dence noted are contained fully and
4 accurately in the stenographic notes taken
> by me in the foregoing nmatter, and that
j this is a correct transcript of the sane.
8
9
10
11 s of g
f—-}}-fl:‘:'—ﬂ*“—’g“b' ( oM
12 TANEHA CARROLL
13 Court Reporter - Notary Public
14
15
16
17
18
(The foregoing certification of this
1o transcri pt does not apply to any
20 reproducti on of the sane by any neans,
2t unl ess under the direct control and/or
22 supervi sion of the certifying reporter.)
23
24
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| ndex: $10..46th

$10 59:6

$20 169:13
$30 169:13
$438,000 74:2
$85,000 74:1

-30 100:18

1 126:11 130:9

10 68:23

100% 98:11 133:3

11:00 48:10

11:15 48:14

11th 70:10

12-hour 265:23

1200 53:12 55:9 60:13 228:7
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City of Philadelphia

City Council
Chief Clerk's Office
402 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Meeting Agenda

Wednesday, August 5, 2026

10:00 AM

Room 400, City Hall

Committee on Legislative Oversight




Committee on Legislative Oversight Meeting Agenda August 5, 2026

The Public Hearing, open to the public, will hear testimony on the following items:

260650 Resolution Authorizing the City Council Committee on Legislative Oversight to
hold hearings examining the strategy and tactics deployed by the City of
Philadelphia for crowd control during and following public events, as a result of
reports of overly aggressive tactics used by the Philadelphia Police Department
following the 2026 LGBTQ Pride festivities.

Attachments:  Signature26065000

Copies of the foregoing items are available in the Office of the Chief Clerk of the
Council, Room 402, City Hall or at https://phila.legistar.com/.

City of Philadelphia Page 2 Printed on 7/29/2026


https://phila.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=27403
https://phila.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=36c045ed-4c50-4abc-9ce6-d1321b18062f.pdf
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