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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Good norning, everyone. Wlcone to
Phi | adel phia Gty Council's
Comm ttee on Public Property and
Public Works. | now note that the
hour has cone.

WIlIl the derk please
call the roll and take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance,

w il you please indicate you are
here by sayi ng present when your
nane i s call ed.

Ms. Lee, will you please
call the roll.

THE CLERK: Chair
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Present .

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Squi | | a.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair

Gauthier -- | nean, Council nenber
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Gaut hi er.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Young.

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG:
Present.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: |
note for the record that a quorum
of this conmttee is present and
that this hearing is called to
order. This is the public hearing
on the Commttee of Public Property
and Public Wrks regarding Bill
Nos. 250717, 250573, 250801,
250807, 250841, 250833, 250832,
250847, 250913, 250 -- 251, I'm
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sorry, 251017, 251023.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the titles of the bills on the
agenda for today.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250717, introduced by Council woman
Lozada, titled An ordi nance
renam ng and designhating the
property commonly referred to as
W ssi nom ng Park, |ocated at 5801
Frankford Ave, as "Margar et
Tartaglione Park" in the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.

And Bill No. 250573,

i ntroduced by Council nenber G| nore
Ri chardson for Council President
Kenyatta Johnson, titled An

ordi nance aut hori zing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property, on
behal f of the Gty of Phil adel phia,
to enter into an anendnent to a

| ease agreenent with 2401 WAl nut

LP, for use by the Gty of all or a

portion of the prem ses |ocated at
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2401 WAl nut Street, Phil adel phi a,
Pennsyl vani a, under certain terns
and conditions.

And Bill No. 250801,
I ntroduced by Council nenber Jones
for Council President Kenyatta
Johnson, titled An ordi nance
aut hori zing the Conmm ssioner of
Public Property, on behalf of the
Cty, to acquire fee sinple title
or a lesser interest in real
estate, by purchase, dedicati on,
donati on, condemmati on, agreenent
in lieu of condemation, or
otherwi se, in certain parcels of
| and al ong the Schuyl kill River and
t he W ssahi ckon Creek together with
all inprovenents thereon and all
associ ated easenents and
appurtenances, for public
recreational purposes, all under
certain terns and conditions.

And Bill No. 250807,

i ntroduced by Counci | nenber
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Squilla, titled An ordi nance
aut hori zing the comm ssi oner of
public property to acquire on
behal f of the city, fee sinple,
tighter title or |lesser interests
by purchase, dedication, donation,
condemation agreenent in lieu of
condemmati on or otherw se for the
pur pose of maki ng, enl arging,
connecti ng, extendi ng, operating
and mai ntai ning public parks for
recreational use certain parcels of
| and general ly bounded and | ocated
bet ween Vine Street, Fairnount
Avenue, 8th Street and 12th Street,
together with all inprovenents
t hereon and all associ ated easenent
and appurtenances, and to | ease the
property or a portion thereof to
the Certain to Center Gty
District, all under certain terns
and condi tions.

And Bill No. 250841,

i ntroduced by Counci | nenber
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Driscoll for Council President
Kenyatta Johnson, titled An
ordi nance aut hori zing the Director
of the Departnent of Aviation, on
behal f of the Gty, to transfer or
convey real estate interests to
resolve litigation with Tinicum
Townshi p, Del aware County,
Pennsyl vani a, under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

And Bill No. 250833,
i ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Lozada,
titled An ordi nance anending Title
16 entitled "Public Property” to
add a new chapter to explicitly
requi re the Phil adel phia Land Bank
to submt an annual report to
Council that details the
di sposition of all |and subject to
t he Land Bank, under certain terns
and conditions.

And Bill No. 250832,
I ntroduced by Council nenber Jones,

titled An Ordinance formally
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renam ng the Wnnefield Branch
Li brary, located at 5325 Over br ook
Avenue, Phil adel phia, PA 19131, as
the "Reverend Louise WIIlians
Bi shop Library" to honor the
dedi cati on and service of fornmer
Pennsyl vani a State Representative
Loui se WIIlianms Bishop.

Bill No. 250847,
i ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Bass --
|' msorry, yeah, introduced by
Counci | menber Bass, titled An
or di nance aut horizing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property, on
behal f of the Gty of Phil adel phia,
to acquire fee sinple title or a
| esser real estate interest in and
to all or a portion of the
properties known as 1948 Cayuga
Street, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

Bill No. 251017,
i ntroduced by Council nenber G | nore

Ri chardson for Council President
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Kenyatta Johnson, titled An

ordi nance aut hori zing the Director

of the Departnment of Aviation to

acquire, on behalf of the Gty, fee

sinple title or a |l esser real

estate interest by purchase,

am cabl e negoti ati on, dedication,

donati on, condemnati on, agreenent

in lieu of condemation or

otherwise, in and to all or

portions of a certain parcel of

| and known as 4521 | sl and Avenue,

under certain terns and conditi ons.
Bill No. 251023,

i ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Lozada,

titled An ordi nance authori zing the

Comm ssi oner of Public Property, on

behal f of the Cty of Phil adel phi a,

to enter into an agreenent with the

Phi | adel phia Authority for

| ndustrial Devel opnent or the

Phi | adel phia Muni ci pal Authority to

fit out a Health Center Facility

based on plans and specifications
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acceptable to the Cty that wll be
devel oped on prem ses | ocated on
Frankford Avenue in the vicinity of
Pratt Street and Dyre Street and to
repay the landlord for the costs of
the fit-out, under certain terns
and condi tions.

There are no further
bills being heard today, Madam
Chai r.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you very nuch. | would |ike
to note that Bill No. 250726 is
being held at the request of the
sponsor.

Wul d the Cerk please
call the first panel to testify on
Bill No. 250717.

THE CLERK: Yes, ma'am
Pennsyl vani a St ate Senat or
Christine Tartaglione.

(Wtness approached
Wi t ness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN  LOZADA:
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Good norning. Before we continue,
|"d Iike to recogni ze for the
record that Council menber Gauthier
IS present.

Good norning. Thank you
for being wwth us this norning.
Senator, please state your nane for
the record and begin with your
t esti nony.

SENATOR TARTAGLI ONE:
Senator Christine Tartaglione. |
represent the 2nd District in
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you. Begin wth your
t esti nony.

SENATOR TARTAGLI ONE:
Thank you, Councilwoman Lozada, and
thank you to the nenbers of the
Commttee for giving ne the
opportunity to speak today. This
Is a deeply personal nonent for ne
and ny famly. Wssinomng Park is

nore than a green space in our
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community. |It's a gathering place,
a refuge and a reflection of a

nei ghbor hood spirit. And ny nom
was known for having Ward neetings
every Wednesday ni ght, except for

t he Wednesday before Christms and
t he Wednesday before Thanksgi vi ng,
and every Wednesday ni ght before

t hat neeting.

Her comm ttee peopl e and
my nother went to that park,
pai nted over all the graffiti, and
they cl eaned up those 44 acres. So
this is a profound honor of asking
that it bear the name of soneone
who enbodied that spirit every
single day of her life, ny nother
Mar ge Tartagli one.

My not her was a force of
nature, fiery, fearless and
fiercely loyal. She was one of the
t oughest wonen ever to enter
Phi | adel phia politics and she had

to be. Wien she first ran for
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office in 1975, wonen weren't
invited to the table. She pulled
up her own chair, nade her own

pl ace and never |et anyone forget
she had earned it.

She was the first woman
el ected cityw de in Philadel phia's
history. And for nore than 35
years as a City Comm ssioner, she
shaped the course of our city with
grit, conviction and conpassi on.
Behind all the stories, the snoke
filled ward neetings in our
basenent, the | egendary political
battles, the sharp tongue and even
t he sharper sense of justice.

She was at her core, a
wife, married to the |ove of her
life Gene, for 59 years, a nother,
a grandnother and a great-
gr andnot her who | oved her famly,
her nei ghborhood and her city. She
fought for the people of Northeast

Phi | adel phi a the sane way she
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fought for us at honme, w thout
hesitation, w thout fear and
wi t hout ever backi ng down from what
she believed was right.

My not her believed in
showi ng up, whether it was fixing a
streetlight for a constituent,
nment ori ng young people in
gover nnment service or standing up
to anyone who tried to bully her
community. She never turned away
froma fight, if it neant naking
life better for people she served.
Even in her nost chall enging years,
recovering fromsurgery or battling
i1l ness, she showed that tradenmark
t oughness she was. Sinply put,
Philly through and through.

Renam ng W ssi nom ng
Park in her honor is not just a
recognition of her career. |[It's an
acknow edgenent of her |egacy. It
iIs a way to ensure that generations

to cone, children who run in those
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fields or famlies who gathered
under those trees will know the
nane of a wonman who hel ped pave the
way for so many ot hers.

A woman who stood up
when others stayed seated, a wonman
who cared deeply about this
community and dedicated her life to
serving it. | amgrateful to the
conmuni ty nenbers, organi zations,
| ocal | eaders, and especially to ny
dear friend Councilwoman Quetcy
Lozada who supported this effort.

| amgrateful to all of
you for considering this tribute to
a woman who gave our city
everything she had. Thank you for
the opportunity to share who ny
not her was, not just the public
figure, but the heart behind the
work. It would nean the world to
my famly and it would nean the
world to ne to see Wssinon ng Park

officially becone Margaret
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Tartaglione Park. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you so nuch for your
testinony. Before | open the
floor, | just want to say that |
never had the opportunity to neet
Ms. Marge personally. But anyone |
have spoken to in that W ssinon ng
comruni ty and throughout the
Denocratic Party or here in
Phi | adel phia city governnment, any
time | nention Ms. Marge there's
not hi ng but great things that are
sai d about her, right.

Al t hough peopl e say, you
know, sonetines we didn't agree and
she was firmin what she believed
in and she stood firmin what she
was, she was feisty, but she stood
her ground if it nmeant that the
deci sions that were being made
woul d i npact the residents of the
comrunity in her nei ghborhood.

The residents of
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W ssi nom ng Park have great
admration for her and many of them
speak about her and how she

i npacted their lives. And so, on

t heir behalf and on behal f of the
residents of the 7th Council
District where you and your famly
have served for many, nmany years, |
just want to say thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Squil | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

And t hank you, Senator,
for testifying. | just want to say
it's really fitting that Marge's
nanme will be on the park. Marge
was feisty, but the person who nade
this all happen remnds ne a little
bit of a younger Marge, sonebody
who really is passionate about her
community, who really cares about
the community.

And | was thinking about
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it the other day when it was first
mentioned that it would be naned,
and | said there was no perfect
person to nanme the park after your
nmom as our Counci | menber Lozada,
because it really is a great
resenbl ance there between the two.
And when they're fighting for you,
t hey have your back and nobody el se
IS going to change that. So
congratulations. It's a great
honor .

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
The Chair recogni zes Council man
Driscol | .

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Wel |, wel cone Senator Tartaglione.
As you know, but perhaps the Chair
does not know, your nother had a
lot of titles. But to ne, the
first title and the last title for
me to your nother was
Ms. Tartaglione, because |

happened to have gone through 1st
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grade through 8th grade with
Senator Tartaglione. And she was
t ough.

But as the Senator said
and as Councilman Squilla said, her
word was her bond. You didn't have
to worry about -- | just w sh
politics was a little bit Iike
that, where all this stuff that
goes on she just told it like it
was and it was what it was. And
she did have to be tough because
she was in it early and she tried
to -- they tried to bully her.

But personally as | grew
ol der and I got involved in
politics, | gotten to w tness grown
men afraid to go into your nother's
basenment for her endorsenment. |[|'m
t al ki ng about governors, judges,
senators fromall across the
Commonweal th that would be afraid
to go into that basenent, because

you didn't cone out of that
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basement with an endor senent

wi t hout having to sing a song. And
a lot of these folks weren't
singers, but you didn't get off the
hook. You had to sing a song or
you weren't getting that

endor senent .

So the toughest people
made up a song and they sang that
song, whether it was good or bad.
And your nother did that | think
really just to break the ice and
see if they could get outside the
box, that they were going to have
to be if they were going to be a
j udge or a senator or a governor.

So | mss her and | know
you do dearly. And this wll be an
easy vote for ne, Senator.

COUNCI LWOMAN LOZADA:
Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |
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too renmenber Conm ssi oner
Tartaglione. | didn't call her
Marge. That's for sure. But | got
to spend a ot of tine when Senator
Tartaglione was the Chair of the
State Party and | was her young
Denocrat's president.

And Marge woul d be up
there holding court, plotting and
pl anni ng and figuring out who the
candi dates were going to be, and it
was sonething to see. And as ny
col | eague said, you know, you
didn't want to ness with Marge.

She woul d get you.

And | kind of agree that
Counci | wman Lozada has got that
sanme feistiness that Comm ssioner
Tartaglione had. | renenber, you
know, even when you were young, she
still took the tinme to talk to you,
even if it was just to |let you know
what you were doing wong, right.

But she had a way about

Page 21

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Property & Public Works

her, to say the least. And I
remenber people going in to sing
and it was hilarious. | renenber
Brady even having to sing over
t here when he was running, and it
wasn't even in his district. So it
was kind of funny. But again, |ike
Counci l man Driscoll said, this is
an easy vote for us. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
There be no additional comments,
t hank you so nmuch for being wth us
t hi s norning.

SENATOR TARTAGLI ONE:
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
And for the record, I'd like to
note that there was testinony
subm tted from Comm ssi oner Susan
Sl awson fromthe Departnent of
Par ks and Recreati on.

Ms. Lee, are there any
ot her individuals here to testify

on behal f of (inaudible).
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Can you pl ease read the
names of the individuals that are
here to testify on the record.

THE CLERK: There are no
further witnesses for this bill.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
There being none, will you pl ease
read the nane of the person to
testify on Bill No. 250573.

THE CLERK: Today the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property
Joseph Brasky will be testifying on
this bill.

(Wt ness approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Good norning. Thank you for being
With us this norning. Please state
your nane for the record and begin
Wi th your testinony.

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:
Good norning. M/ nane is Joe
Brasky, Departnent of Public

Property Comm ssi oner.
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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you for being with us.

COWM SSI ONER BRASKY:
Thank you. Good norni ng,
Chai r person Lozada and nenbers of
the Commttee of Public Property
and Public Wrks. M nane is Joe
Brasky. [|'mthe Comm ssioner of
Public Property. |'mhere today to
testify in support of Bill No.
250573, authorizing the Depart nment
of Public Property, on behalf of
the Gty of Philadelphia, to enter
into a | ease agreenent with 2401
Wal nut LP for use by the Gty of
all or a portion of the prem ses
| ocated on 2401 Wl nut Street,
under certain terns and conditions.

The Gty of Phil adel phia
Citizens Police Oversight
Comm ssi on, CPCC, was established
in 2021 to oversee and investigate
pol i ce conduct, policies and

practices to pronote accountability
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and transparency. As CPCC
transitions into a fully

I ndependent city departnent,
Department of Public Property
identified the need for appropriate
of fi ce space and noved quickly to
eval uate the suitable options.

I n Decenber 2024, City
Counci | approved Bill 241022,
aut hori zing a new 10-year |ease to
house t he Departnment of Licenses
and I nspections Central West
District office on the fifth fl oor
of 2401 Wal nut Street. G ven the
success of the tenancy and strong
wor ki ng relationship with the
| andl ord and availability of our
addi tional 5561 square foot on the
sixth floor.

Expandi ng within the
bui l di ng to accommopdat e CPOCC was an
I deal solution. The space at 2401
wal nut offers an affordable rental

space and high quality Cass A LEED
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CGol d-certified environnent,
providing CPOC staff wth a nodern,
efficient and environnental |y
responsi bl e wor kpl ace.

Thi s proposed | ease
anmendnment woul d support CPOC s
conti nued growt h and devel opnent as
t he i ndependent departnent,
securing office space through 2035.
The Departnent of Public Property
supports this neasure. And
accordingly, | respectfully ask
that Gty Council approve Bill No.
250573. Thank you. 1'Ill be happy
to answer any questions that you
may have.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony.

Are there any questions
fromthe panel ?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
There being none, thank you for

being with us this norning.
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COW SSI ONER BRASKY:
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Ms. Lee, will you please call the
panel for Bill No. 250801.

(Wt ness approached
W tness table.)

THE CLERK: Sarah C ark
Stuart, Trails and Transportation
Manager for the Departnent of
Streets will be testifying on this
bill today.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Good norning. Thank you for being
Wi th us this norning.

M5. CLARK STUART: (ood
nor ni ng.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
State your nane for the record and
begin with your testinony.

M5. CLARK STUART: Thank
you. M nane is Sarah C ark
Stuart. |'mTrails and

Transportati on Manager for the
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Streets Departnent of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Good norni ng,

Chai rwoman Lozada and nenbers of
the Commttee on Public Property
and Public Wrks.

Again, ny nane is Sarah
Cark Stuart. |'mthe Trails and
Transportati on Manager and |'m here
to testify in support of Bill No.
250801. Introduced by
Counci | menber Jones. Bill No.
250801 allows the Gty of
Phi | adel phia to acquire right-of-
way | and for the purposes of
connecting and extendi ng the
Schuylkill River Trail by
constructing the W ssahi ckon
Gat eway segnent of the Schuyl kil
River Trail.

Upon conpl etion of
construction, the right-of-way w |
be operated and mai ntai ned by the
Phi | adel phia Streets Departnent.

The proposed right-of-way runs
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bet ween t he W ssahi ckon Creek to
the east, the Schuylkill R ver to
the south, the Pencoyd Bridge to
the west, and Ri dge Avenue and Main
Street to the north. The proposed
trail that will be built on these
right-of-ways wll be part of the
| arger circuit trail systemin
Greater Philadel phia. This
concl udes ny testinony. |'m happy
to answer any questions you nay
have. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you so much.

Are there any questions
from nmenbers of the commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Seei ng none, thank you so nuch for
being with us.

M5. CLARK STUART: Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Is

there anyone else to testify on
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this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
WIl the Cerk please call the
first panel for Bill No. 250807.

THE CLERK: John
Mondlak -- I'msorry if | said your
name wong -- First Deputy and
Chief of Staff of the Departnent of
Pl anni ng and Devel opnent will be
testifying on this bill today.

(Wtness approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Good norning. Thank you for being
with us this norning. Please state
your name for the record and begin
wi th your testinony.

MR, MONDLAK: Good
nmorni ng. John Mondl ak. Good
nmor ni ng, Chairperson Lozada,
menbers of the Commttee on Public
Property and Public Wrks. M nane

is John Mondl ak. |'"'mthe First
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Deputy Chief of Staff in the
Departnent of Pl anni ng and
Devel opnment and |'m here to testify
in favor of Bill 250807.

This bill authorizes the
Departnent of Public Property to
acquire, on behalf of the Gty,
title to the defunct Readi ng
Rai l road Line that runs from Vi ne
Street to Fairnmount Avenue. |t
al so authorizes the City to | ease,
enter into a long-term |l ease, wth
Center City District to build and
mai ntain a new park on top of the
vi aduct .

This section of the
vi aduct used to bring passengers
and freight trains into the Reading
Term nal Head House directly above
t he Readi ng Term nal Market where
goods were unl oaded and sold
t hroughout the city, including at
t he Readi ng Term nal Market.

When t he Commut er Tunnel
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was opened in 1984, nost of the
Readi ng Railroad Li ne was
mai nt ai ned and reused as part of
the regional rail system However,
because of the angle of the

exi sting Readi ng Term nal that went
north, south into the Head House
and the Commuter Rail Tunnel that
went east, west along parallel with
Mar ket at this point, there was a
section that was alnost a mle | ong
that was no | onger needed and
abandoned.

Consequently, this
section of the defunct Reading
Rai | road has been a source of
blight for nore than 40 years since
rail operations ceased. The rail
itself is abandoned. Mre than 25%
of the parcels surrounding the
vi aduct are abandoned and vacant.

The Gty's nany attenpts
to engage with the property owners

have been fruitless. The area I s
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desol ate and unsafe and will remain
so until sonmething is done to
change the current conditions.
Center City District, working in
partnership with the Cty, is well-
equi pped to bring about this
change. Phase 1 of the Rail Park
fromBroad Street to Callowhill was
built by Center Cty District in
2018. Center Gty District has
al so successfully raised nore than
$100 mllion to renovate four other
parks in Center City and maintain
themin a first-class manner.
Wor ki ng toget her, Center
Cty Dstrict, the Gty and
comruni ty groups including Friends
of the Rail Park can turn the
vi aduct into needed recreational
space for nearby nei ghbors,
i ncl udi ng Chi natown, Callowhill and
Popl ar as well|l as popul ar
destination for visitors.

For these reasons, the
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Department of Public Property --
|"'msorry, the Departnent of

Pl anni ng and Devel opnent supports
this neasure and respectfully
request Gty Council approve Bill
250807.

And | respectfully
request consideration of an
amendnent that has been circul at ed
or shoul d have been circulated in
advance that clarifies the | ocation
of the property to be required and
| ' m happy to answer any questions
that you may have.

COUNCI LWOVAN  LOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony. So |
j ust have one question. So because
t hese rail ways have been unattended
to for years and because they've
becone blight for the conmmunity, we
are considering a transfer,
correct?

MR, MONDLAK: Correct.

W're trying to acquire and, if

Page 34

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Property & Public Works

necessary, condemm fromthe Readi ng
Conpany to build a park, not unlike
the H gh Line in New York or the
Rail Park in Chicago or Atlanta or
even Paris, France. There's a
nunber of them around the country

t hat have been very successful.

And it's an extension of the park
that we've already built here.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

And is the Departnent of Planning
and Devel opnent al so | ooki ng at

ot her spaces that are very simlar
to this in other nei ghborhoods and
consi dering doing the sane?

MR. MONDLAK: If there's
an opportunity to take advantage of
abandoned | i near park, we would
absolutely look into it.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA: |
would i ke for you to | ook at sone
of these very sane railways in
ot her nei ghbor hoods, specifically

in the 7th Council D strict where
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we know sone of these rail ways have
becone spaces where those who are
l'iving unhoused tend to retreat to,
right, and it becones a public

nui sance, it becones a hazard, it
becones a public safety issue.

And for many years,
comrunity residents have conpl ai ned
about these types of spaces. And |
don't recall anyone ever taking the
initiative to say, we need to take
this | and back or we need to hold
t hese individual s account abl e and
make sure that they do becone
spaces that can either be reused or
that can be mai ntained by | ocal
CDCs.

MR. MONDLAK: | do need
to point out that the rail would
have to be abandoned. W don't
have the ability to take rail. So
if it's active rail or there's a
railroad right-of-way that is owned

by a railroad conpany, whether
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they're using it or not we don't
have the ability to take it.

The reason we have an
opportunity here is because this
section of it, this mle or so
section of it was abandoned in 1984
so it's just real estate. It is
not rail. It looks like rail
because it has bridges and you
coul d see where the tracks were.

But if it were active rail, we
woul d not be able to take it.

And as a matter of fact,
we just litigated that very issue
at the Surface Transportati on Board
successfully. If we had |ost that
case, we would not be able to take
it. But the Surface Transportation
Board agreed with us, determ ned
this is not rail, this is private
property. And hence, we're able to
acquire it.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  So

how do you all help us as a
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| egi sl ative body or as a
representative elected in the
community, how do you help us hold
sone of these agencies accountabl e?

MR MONDLAK: It's a
good question and | don't have a
good answer for you. Railroads are
not ori ous for not returning phone
calls, not doing sone of the things
they should do. [|'m happy to have
as many di scussi ons as necessary,
but | don't have a great answer for
you unfortunately.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Ckay. Thank, you.

Any ot her questions?
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l nenber
Young and t hen Counci |l menber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Good nor ni ng,
M. Mondl ak. Just a couple

guestions again. So what is the --
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does the Gty plan to use em nent
domain to acquire this mle portion
or howis the Gty going to acquire
this?

MR MONDLAK: | f
necessary, our goal is not to have
to do that. Qur goal is to
negotiate with the owers. To
date, it hasn't been successful.
The victory we had with the Surface
Transportation Board | think is a
little bit hel pful because part of
their reluctance has al ways been
you can't take our property, we're
a railroad, and that was dispelled
t hrough that case. So we're hoping
at this point that they're willing
to have the conversation with us.
So we would only condemm as a | ast
resort.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  And
if it is a purchase, would the Cty
be paying for the |land or would the

entity that wll be controlling the
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| and be paying for it if it's a
pur chase?

MR. MONDLAK: Ri ght now
it would be Center City District
who is in the process of raising
funds to build and maintain the
park. The Gty wll have to have a
role. W would be the property
owner. And so, we're going to have
arole. I'msure there'll be a
financial ask at sone point in the
future for specific help. But
right now, Center City District has
commtted to raising noney for
things |i ke purchase.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG Thank
you. And you also alluded to an
anmendnent, and | happened to see an
anmendnent here where | guess the
equal econom c opportunity | anguage
has been stricken out fromthis
anmendnent. So can you talk to us
about how, if devel oped, the

residents of the city will have
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access to this econom c opportunity
here?

MR. MONDLAK: Yeah. So
the primary purpose of the
amendnment was really to clarify in
the body of the ordi nance which
areas wll be taken for access.
There was a change when Readi ng
t ook down and denolished their
train station at Spring Garden
ri ght adjacent to the viaduct,
whi ch was a beautiful building but
sonebody filed a conservatorship.
They took it down, so that now
becane an accessible space to build
ranpi ng and operate facilities, so
we changed that.

The change on the
econom ¢ opportunity, | think that
was done by the Law Departnent. |
haven't had a conversation with
them | believe it's to conply
with the current law. So we would

have to work with Center Gty
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District to nmake sure that we are
i ncl udi ng small busi nesses and
| ocal contractors. W haven't done
that. This change really just cane
t hrough a coupl e weeks ago or a
week ago, but we'll have those
conversations before we nake any
progress on any of this.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  But
this particular |anguage here in
t he anmendnent doesn't nention
anyt hi ng about certain
denographics. So to nme, it | ooks
like we are striking out economc
opportunity plans. That plan could
be for small and | ocal businesses
so | just don't see why we are
taking that particular provision
out of a | ease agreenent, because
you can't work with them on having
smal | and | ocal busi nesses being
I ncorporated in this project if
iIt'"s not in the lease if the

docunent doesn't mandate that they
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have these small | ocal businesses
as a preference there.

So if we're taking that
out of this docunent, what teeth do
we have then to ensure that the end
user conplies with the snmall and
| ocal provisions?

MR. MONDLAK: | believe
very strongly that we can incl ude
that into the |ease, even if it is
not in the attached formof a term
sheet. W have the ability as the
City to negotiate any terns that
are better than these terns. And |
woul d say that's --

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  And
understand that. But as a body, as
Cty Council, right, we would Iike
to see that reflected in the
| egislation that we're passing to
authorize it so then you don't have
any |atitude in negotiating that.
Because if we pass this out as an

exhibit, as a term then this has
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to be a term

Ri ght now, if we take it
out, it doesn't have to be a term
and then it's out of our hand as a
body. So that's just ny concern
with elimnating this provision.
And | would ask ny col | eagues to
say | do think that we as a body
need to stand firmon all ow ng
econom ¢ opportunities for folks.
And whether it's small or | ocal
busi nesses or whatever we want to
call it, we still have to mandate
in our legislative authority that
it's there. And that's just ny
concern with taking that particular
provi si on out.

| don't see anything
illegal reading the case | aws and
everything |like that ensuring that
smal | and | ocal businesses have the
opportunity, are nmandated by this
| egi sl ative body to be included in

anything that we're doing as a
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city. So that's just ny comment on
that. | just don't think that we
shoul d be elimnating those
opportunities from people. Because
If we strike it out the
| egislation, we're elimnating that
opportunity. And if it's not in
witing, it's not real, right. So,
that's my two cents on this
particular legislation itself.

MR, MONDLAK: |
appreci ate the concern, Council man.
| really do. And what | can say is
that we didn't have tine to work
t hrough what appropri ate | anguage
woul d be to go into that, but we
feel very strongly that that's a
cornerstone of this Adm nistration.
And to the extent that sonething
needs to be added in there to nake
sure that you have that confort, |
have no objection to that. | just
don't have anyt hi ng.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG. |
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t hi nk we do have tine because
you're not at a point of sale.
There's no purchase agreenent with
the current owner. There's been no
condemmati on docunents filed or
anything, so there is still tinme to
I ncl ude that because what is the
time frame, right. Do you have a
time frane on when this mle
stretch will be acquired?

MR, MONDLAK: No, we're
reachi ng out for negotiations.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you.

MR, MONDLAK:
Respectful ly, Councilmn, | would
maybe ask if we could nove it out
of conmttee and anmend it at
Council to your satisfaction before
noving it for a vote.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG. |
think that's sonething that the
menbers of the committee can

di scuss and figure out. But |
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guess ny points have been nmade on
the record. But | also have sone
ot her questions about the project
specifically.

|s there an anti -
di spl acenent plan, right, because
we want to tal k about what this
type of project can do for our
city. And we |ook at other places
wher e parks have been revitalized
that create a sense of what the
term has been called, green
gentrification, right.

And so, it really takes
away sone of the physical and
cul tural displacenments of
vul nerabl e communities here, right.
This is going to be attractive to
new people, to wealthier people.
And so, what protections do we have
in place or will we put in place to
ensure that the community who was
al ready there has the ability to

enjoy the anenities fromthis new
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rail park?

MR, MONDLAK:

Under st ood, Council man. Center
Cty Dstrict has done a
significant anount of work and
actually wll be testifying a
little bit later in this hearing.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

MR. MONDLAK: They have
identified the significant anount
of affordable housing that is deed-
restricted and in the vicinity and
we can share that report with you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Yeabh,
| would love to see that. So |'I]
wait to save those questions for
Center City District.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:
Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
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Thank you, Madam Chair.

| just wanted to wei gh
in on two parts of the discussion.
One, this is along tine comng. |
remenber this project from several
years ago. Fromwhat | understand,
Friends of the Rail Park and CCD
have been waiting on this sort of
next part for a long tine.

| wanted to chine in on
what the Chai rwoman sai d about the
ability to do this in other places.
That resonated for ne. | also have
parts of rail, abandoned or not,
t hat have becone an eyesore in the
community. And like you said, it's
very hard to get in contact with
these fol ks and even harder to map
out sone sort of partnership around
maki ng these areas better.

But in this case, just
wanted to point out that this was a
huge public-private partnership.

This is not just the city by
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itself. This would not have
happened w t hout Friends of the

Rail Park, CCD, a |ot of noney from
t he Kni ght Foundation, WIIliam Penn
Foundation and others as well as
the efforts of Parks & Rec
partnering to nake sure that this
happened over years.

So | just wanted to
point that out to say we have to
continue doing this work in every
conmunity, not just the comrunities
nearest to Center City. But it
wi || take our continued investnent
in the ability to do public-private
partnerships, the ability to raise
noney outside of what the Gty has,
and the continued need for Parks &
Rec to have not only progranm ng
resources, but capital project
resources. Al of that is why this
I s happening at this nonent, but
it's been a long tine com ng.

And then wanted to chi me
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i n on what Council nenber Young said
about gentrification, right, and
how you prevent against that. And
| wanted to nanme as an exanple the
11th Street Bridge Project in D. C
Is very simlar to the Rail

project, but they thought about
sort of equity and gentrification
upfront.

So before -- and |'m not
sure where this project is at this
monent. | haven't checked in for a
few years. But before they built a
single thing, they worked on a
conpr ehensi ve plan to nake sure
that there was equity. So that
meant training fol ks, connecting
people to jobs, investing in things
i ke home repair and ot her aspects
of ensuring that there is
af f or dabl e housi ng.

| know nobody likes to
tal k about inclusionary zoning, but

sonetines it's necessary to ensure
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that we're going to have
affordability in particular areas,
especially when we anticipate them
gentrifying over tine. And this
project is planned for the | ast

Bl ack nei ghborhood in D.C , which
IS why they stepped forward so

i ntentionally.

W coul d do those sane
things here. So I wanted to just
point out that this is a great
public-private partnership that
made this area nuch better, that
created this public space and the
intention that we can al so take
around equi tabl e devel opnent when
we' re devel opi ng nagni ficent public
spaces. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Thank you. Thank you,
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Counci | menbers. Thank you, Madam
Chair.

And | think they're both
very good questions and | think
maybe you'll hear when we have
Friends of Rail Park testifying a
little later today that they net
with the 11th Street organization
out in D.C., right, and they cane
down here did a tour. Rebecca wl]l
probably be testifying to sone of
that, which is proactive zoni ng and
how we | ook at that.

It's a great idea,
because any tine we do it and we're
tal ki ng about that even with the
Stitch and sone other things. Wen
you | ook at these things and nmaking
I nprovenents, how do you make
I nprovenents in a way that's going
to benefit the people who are there
but al so not displace themafter
it's conpl eted.

So | think these plans
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do take sone tinme. Cbviously, this
park, Reading Rail at the Park, we
first started tal king about it back
in-- 1 went up and visited 2011
and did a tour there with the
vision of what it could possibly
be. And I'msure that this is
still sonme time off, but this

pl anni ng process w |l hopefully be
codified wwthin |l egislation as we
work with the Friends of Rail Park,
CCD, the Gty of Philadel phia

Pl anni ng and Cal | owhi || Nei ghbors
and PCDC, all the adjoining

nei ghbor hoods, 14th Ward above
North Spring Garden Street into
Counci | menber Young's District to
really | ook at the whole stretch
and then see how we can nmanage t hat
t hrough codifying legislation to
hopefully | essen the inpacts of
gentrification while allow ng
sonet hi ng positive to be done. And

| think that they're very valid
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poi nt s.

| want to give credit to
the Friends of the Rail Park for a
| ot of their forward-thinking and
neeting with these individuals and
doi ng tours and taking people down
and | ooking at not only this part
of it, but the cut. So there's a
| ot of opportunities here, but
t hese opportunities sonetines bring
challenges. So it is a lot nore
work to do. This is just one first
st ep.

| think we need to | ook
at how we al so have an equal
opportunity plan that's consi dered
by nmenbers of Council, whether the
| anguage changes or how we do | ocal
opportunity as part of that | think
Is also inportant. So agai n,
hopefully we could be able to nove
this forward. And if we need to
make future amendnents and | ook at

this in a way that coul d nmake
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everybody confortable while al so
wor king on a plan to codify

| egi sl ation overall to | ook at the
boundari es associated with this
Rai|l Park and even the cut, we
could do it in phases.

The issue with these is
it actually takes over several
Council Districts, soit's alittle
nmore conplicated than just one
District. John, | think it's
I nportant too to go back to Law to
see why certain | anguage is
renoved. Can we possibly anmend this
in the future on the floor to | ook
at ways to nake sure we have
protections in place and equal
opportunity plans in the future, so
t hank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you so much for being with
us.

Are there other

guestions from nenbers of the
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comm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
There being none, thank you so nuch
for being wwth us this norning.

MR. MONDLAK: Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Madam Cl erk, are there any other
W t nesses here to testify on Bill
No. 250807?

THE CLERK: Yes, nmm'am
May | pl ease have Paul Levy, Board
Chair for the Center Gty District
come up as well as Sarah MEneaney,
t he Board of Call owhill
Nei ghbor hood Associ ati on as wel | .

(Wt nesses approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Good norning. Thank you for being
wi th good norning. Please state
your nanme for the record and begin
wi th your testinony.

MR LEVY:. Sure. M
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nanme i s Paul Levy. | amthe Chair
of the Board of the Center Cty
District. Good norning,
Counci | menbers and Chair of the
Comm ttee. Thank you very nuch for
this opportunity to testify. 1|'ve
passed out | believe a col or copy
of my testinony which can focus on
the maps as wel | .

|"mvery pleased to
of fer ny support for this Council
bill which wll create what is
six-tenths of a mle park from Vi ne
Street to Fairnount Avenue. The
map shows the | ocation where it can
connect to the Stitch at the
southern end and go all the way up
to Fai rnmount Avenue. And you see
on the left where it connects to
Phase 1 of the Rail Park.

In 2018, CCD conpl eted
Phase 1 of the Rail Park from Broad
Street to Callowhill. It's the

fifth public park CCD has renovated
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in Center City, and Phase 1 has
becone a great destination for the
nei ghbor hood and famlies wth
chi | dren.

In keeping with the
vi sion advanced by the Friends of
the Rail Park and also the equity
vi sion advanced by the Chi nat own
Devel opnment Cor poration, we have
wor ked wth all the surroundi ng
conmuni ty groups crafting a design
that serves the diverse needs of
the communities of Chinatown,

Chi natown North, Callowhill and
East and West Popl ar.

Wth the support and
Counci | woman Gaut hi er hi ghli ght ed
this, $2 million fromthe WIIliam
Penn Foundation, several 100, 000
from ot her foundations, we were
able to conplete the design
devel opnent phase of engi neering
and architectural plans in Decenber

of 2024. And recently, we were
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very pleased to secure the rel ease
of a federal reconnecting
comuni ties grant, another $2
mllion that will enable us to get
to construction bid docunents by
Sept enber of 2026.

During the design
devel opnent phase, CCD engaged in
an extensive comunity outreach
program neeting wth the
nei ghbor hood groups to understand
their concerns, preferences and
retaining the i ndependent
engagenent firm Connect the Dots
along wth the CCD, conducted 15
separate public neetings and
adj acent nei ghborhoods in both the
1st and 5th Councilmanic District.
Those dates of those neetings and
the location are in ny testinony
bel ow.

| would be pleased to
provide a full copy of that report

and | have attached to ny testinony
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a sinple sunmmary of the
recomendati ons that energe from
t he conmmunity groups.

During the last two
years, CCD al so worked closely with
the Gty's Law and Pl anni ng and
Devel opnent Departnents. And John
Mondl ak al luded to this, we hel ped
fund the bringing of a case in
front of the Federal Surface
Transportation Board in Washi ngt on,
D. C., who has oversi ght over
railroads. And they have confirned
what anyone who wal ks by that |ine
knows, it 1s not an operating rail
line. But Reading continued to
insist it was for reasons |'1]|
explain in a nonent.

We know that this is a
derelict blighted structure that
the owner Reading International has
negl ected for nore than four
decades, creating unsafe conditions

for adjacent residents and
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busi nesses. Because the ruling of
the Surface Transportation Board,
that operating rail rights were
extingui shed decades ago, and you'd
have to at | east probably have hair
my color to renenber when the
Commuter Rail Tunnel opened, that's
when this was nmade obsol et e.

So this rail line was
abandoned back in 1982 to 1984.

But by insisting that they were a
rail road conpany, Readi ng has

mai nt ai ned an exenption fromcity
codes, taxation and the right of
the City to exercise em nent domain
over this blighted and contam nat ed
hul k.

Qur goal is to transform
it into a park for all adjacent
communities. The purpose of this
bill is to reconfirmthat a
Cal i forni a-based entertai nnment
conpany cannot continue their |ong-

termpattern of neglect, that the
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adj acent conmmunities and all

Phi | adel phi ans have the right to
enj oy an el evated pat hway and park
that |inks our conmunities

t oget her, connecting themto
opportunities downt own.

Again, this bill
enpowers | ocal governnent to
negoti ate a donati on or purchase.
That is our preference. W do not
want to have to go down the
condemation route. But if Reading
conti nues their unreasonable
posture, this bill that you are
consi dering woul d aut hori ze the
Cty to use its power of em nent
domai n which is granted by the U S.
Constitution.

Quite sinply to address
sonme of the other issues that were
rai sed before, we did not ask for
those lines to be stricken about
equal opportunity. Those are |ines

apparently that the Law Depart ment
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wanted to strike. W are fully
commtted to equal opportunity,
mnority and small business
participation in construction, as
we' ve done in all our projects, and
all CCD operations that you see on
the street are very reflective of
the city of Philadel phia. That
woul d be our goal with this project
as wel .

' ve just included at
the bottomtwo aerial photographs
just to clarify the site itself
starting at Vine Street, proceeding
Nort heast, and there's a reverse
vi ew from Fai r nrount Avenue | ooki ng
south. This is a blighted hul k.
This will becone an anenity in all
our design process.

W want this to refl ect
the wi shes and desires of the
surroundi ng communities, and we are
eager to work with the Friends of

the Rail Park and the Gty and
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menbers of Council on a plan that
makes sure this benefits the
surroundi ng conmunities as wel | .
Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:
Thank you.

Can we hear the
follow ng testinony and then we can
take questions fromthe conmttee.
Pl ease begin with your testinony.
State your nane for the record.

MS5. McENEANEY: (Good
nor ni ng, everyone. M/ nane is
Sarah McEneaney. And as Board
Presi dent of CNA, the Callowhill
Nei ghbor hood Associ ation, a
501(c)(3) and RCO |I'mhere in
strong support of Bill 250807,
whi ch as we di scussed aut horized
the Gty to acquire the abandoned
vi aduct .

Qur community
organi zation ains to pronote a

cohesive community of residents,
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busi nesses and institutions while
retaining the diversity and
character of this fornerly
I ndustrial nei ghborhood. W work
to enhance the quality of life for
all menbers of the community to
make t he nei ghborhood a better
place to live, work and pl ay.

The | ong- abandoned
Readi ng vi aduct has been a
blighting influence. And in
addition to what you' ve heard
al ready, in the |ast several years
there's been several arson fires on
the viaduct. The train stopped
running in 1984 so we fornmed CNA in
2001. And in 2003, our work wth
CNA | ed John Struble who's al so
here, and nyself to form Readi ng
Vi aduct Project, today known as
Friends of the Rail Park.

We began advocating for
the remedi ati on of the viaduct into

a public park. CNA has been and
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continues to be an organization in
support of and in service to the
Rai|l Park. OCNA and Friends of the
Rail Park work closely with the
Center City District to build Phase
1 of the Rail Park fromBroad to
Call owhill conpleted in 2018.

|"ve lived in the
nei ghbor hood since 1979 and used to
get off at the Spring Garden train
station, so | know that rail |ine
really well and | know what a great
asset the Rail Park is for all the
residents, workers and
Phi | adel phi ans and visitors alike
who cone to the park

Renedi ati ng the vi aduct
Into an extension of the Rail Park
w Il benefit our nei ghborhoods,
surroundi ng conmunities and the
Cty of Philadel phia. On behalf of
the Call owhill Nei ghborhood
Associ ation, | urge you to pass

this bill so the much | oved and
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used Rail Park can grow. Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN  LOZADA:
Thank you so nuch for your
testinony this norning. Just one
gquestion before I recognize
Counci | menber Squilla. There are
two Council Districts that are
represented and who woul d be
i npacted by this. How are you all
ensuring that the residents of both
nei ghbor hoods' concerns or their
I nput i s being considered?

MR. LEVY: As | said in
nmy testinony, we conducted a series
of nmeetings in both the 1st and the
5th Districts. | wll actually be
at a 14th Ward conmm ttee neeting
this Thursday night to discuss this
in partnership with the Friends of
the Rail Park.

We have al ready reached
out to each of the nei ghborhoods

West and East Popul ar, Chi nat own
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and Callowhill neighbors for this
next phase of planning as we aimto
get to construction docunents. So
t hrough desi gn devel opnent, we've
al ready had a set of
recommendati ons that this be

i ncl usi ve of the nei ghborhood that
reflect the history of the

nei ghbor hood and our desi gn.
That's our commtnent to go
forward. So we're not just
building this, we're going to be
wor ki ng actively in partnership
with the communiti es.

COUNCI LWOVAN  LOZADA:
Are you receiving opposition from
one side -- I'msorry. Are you
recei ving opposition fromeither
si de?

MR. LEVY: No, | think
there is just a concern you heard
addressed, that a park like this
coul d have certain adverse effects.

And we're commtted to working with
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the Gty on how housing can be
devel oped in this area that can be
supportive of all incone |evels.

Ri ght now about 20% of
all the housing units that are in
several blocks of this viaduct are
|l ong-term affordable. We'd |ike at
mnimmto keep that as it goes
forward. W obviously see our role
as building the park and operating
the park in an inclusive nanner,
but this has to be done in
partnership with the City and the
communi ty groups on a broader,
af fordabl e strategy for the
nei ghbor hood.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menbers Squi l | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

M. Levy, you nentioned

about a friendly purchase or
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donation and that has al ways been
the goal. | know that we had
conversations back with Reading 10
years ago looking at this. W

deci ded at sone point to do the
Spur because that that was sort of
SEPTA- owned, so we were able to get
that off the ground just as a proof
of concept, and Parks & Rec was

I nvol ved.

And obvi ously, we know
that stewardship is a key to naking
t hese things work and community
organi zations and the Friends of
the Rail Park to be able to help
mai ntain, to be able to program and
ot her things that are inclusive of
this.

But if this legislation
that we had done before and passed
out reaffirnms the will to still
condem i f Readi ng now deci des t hey
do not want to sell or grant to the

Cty of Philadel phia, what in
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effect the ruling cane down would
allow us to then condemm and is

t here any new conversations that we
are now having wth Reading at this
poi nt ?

MR. LEVY. Yeah. Again,
just to underscore this, as long as
Readi ng cl ai ned that they were an
operating railroad, they have not
paid real estate taxes on this in
42 years. They've been avoi di ng
code enforcenent and they have been
claimng that they are imune from
state and city power of em nent
domai n.

The real inportance of
this recent decision at the end of
Septenber fromthe Federal Surface
Transportation Board is to confirm
what is obvious, they are not an
operating railroad, they do not
have rail rights. That gives the
City this power of condemnati on.

As you said, our clear
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preference is to sit down at the
table with them and negotiate a
reasonabl e purchase. W were at
the table with themin the |ast
adm ni stration and started that
conversation and they wal ked away
fromit.

The i nportance of what
you' re authorizing is to say
clearly to Reading, the Gty is
prepared to use the power and
condemmation. If you don't want to
be reasonable, the City is going to
take it fromyou. W don't want to
get there. But if you authorize
this, this gives the Gty the tool
to do what is necessary, to take
frankly an irresponsi bl e owner and
bring themto the table and end the
blight so we can create a park that
benefits the surroundi ng
communi ti es.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Thank you.
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And then, Sarah, you and
John were one of the ones that took
us up there. And | don't know it
was legally or illegally go up on
the viaduct to really look at it
wth the vision of what it could
mean for the adjoining conmunities.
And | heard that Call owhill
supports it and | ooking forward to
t hi s.

But as this plays out
and working with the Friends of the
Rai |l Park, would you be able to
of fer suggestions fromthe
communities to the Friends, to
Pl anning, to the City on codifying
| egi slation, sort of like 11lth
Street nmentioned what was done in
D.C. and other things, just to nake
sure that we | ook at the current
residents that are in there that
w Il be positively inpacted by
that, but the chall enges that may

go along wth that where other
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people may want to nove into the
community to be near sonething |ike
this that once is devel oped?

We know t here's adjacent
parcels. M. Levy said that 20% of
the properties nearby are
af fordabl e units. Not only do we
want to keep them do we
I ncentivize, do we | ook at
opportunities sort of like D.C., in
that we as a city could nake sure
we codify that within a certain
geographic area to really have the
peopl e understand that this is for
you, this is for themand that we
want to be able to keep these
nei ghbor hoods, residents to enjoy
it, but also be able to stay there?

MS. McENEANEY:  Yeah,
absolutely. And we, Callowhill
Nei ghbor hood Associ ati on, convene
meetings all the tine and we've
hosted neetings with Friends of the

Rai| Park, CCD and Connect the
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Dots, the consultant teamthat did
the outreach. And so, we're always
open to hosting those neetings and
we | ook to host them

And | nean, personally
|, nyself, have to worry about
getting pushed out of nmy own
nei ghbor hood that |1've been in
since 1979. I|I'man artist and |
bought a rundown building in a
rundown nei ghborhood and nowit's
not so rundown anynore around ne.
So | totally think about that.

So, yeah, we want to be
out there and we want to be part of
that conversation. And the one
thing -- I"'mon the park virtually
every day. And the one thing |
hear fromall ny nei ghbors and all
the visitors of the park is when's
the next park com ng, when's the
next park com ng. Everybody wants
to see it grow and see it happen,

but we want to see it done right.
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Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you.

Are there any questions?
Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you and thank you all for your
testinony today. | do think that
you know greening this space can be
a positive. But as | nentioned
earlier, there can be concerns
about di spl acenent.

And | know you nenti oned
the 20% Most of that 20% are
al ready owned by the Phil adel phia
Housi ng Authority. So that's not a
concern of mne, right. There are
other tax credit projects that wll
be com ng off the rolls in this
community. That's a concern of
m ne. And so, when we tal k about
this plan, right, this anti-

di spl acenent plan or whatever, |
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really think that it has to be
tailored to know what each
community needs are, right.
Because as was nentioned, this
stretches nultiple Council
Districts, right.

So Chi natown's needs are
alittle bit different than East
Popul ar's needs, right. And so, |
do think that it has to be tailored
to the community groups that's
there. And | went through -- |'m
| ooki ng at your testinony,

M. Levy. Could you talk to us and
explain | guess what's the

di fference between when you did a
presentation to the community
versus |ike a pop-up sonewhere?

MR, LEVY: W retained
the firmof Connect the Dots, so we
went out and did presentations with
civic associations, but then they
woul d set up randomy in | ocations

wher e people would just wal k by and
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there'd be informati on and peopl e
could ask questions. So it was a
way just to engage people
informally on the site.

So we used both of those
mechani sms. And as | said, |I'm
fully coonmtted as we now restart
design, as we freed up the federal
noney to continue that process.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Yeah.
So | would say | would |ike --
because |I'm | ooking at where the
pop-ups were, and the pop-ups seem
to be in places where there is nore
of a mnority presence, right.
Nehem ah Honmes down i n Chi nat own,

t hese were pop-ups rather than
havi ng actual presentations to the
conmuni ty.

Now, in the 5th D strict
portion of it, it's very diverse
communities. There are multiple
different community groups and

there are groups that | haven't
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seen fromthis letter here that
have not been engaged in this
process, right, because they may
not be an RCO, but they are
comruni ty organi zations or there
are community advocates in this
part of the community who | can
probably call right now

| can give you a wonman's
nanme. Have you ever spoken with a
worman naned Wasina WIllianms, right?
She is soneone who is very known in
that part of the community. But if
| give her a call right now, |
don't think she's been engaged in
this process, right. So, | really
would like to work with you and the
ot her communi ty organi zations that
are involved to nake sure that
every person who wants to know
about this has opportunity to know
about this and participate in this
process here.

Because again, the
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concerns of displacenent, and not

j ust displacenent, but excl usion,
right, because when these things
are built, sonetines folks, the
mnority popul ation in that
community may feel like this is not
for us, right. W may feel |ike we
may not be able to use this space,
right. Because particularly when
it becones wealthier, there's a | ot
of political vulnerability that's

t here.

And so, we want to neke
sure that we have the ability to
bal ance the economc growh with
t he di spl acenent -- w thout
di spl acenent rather, and that's a
huge concern of mne. | think this
Is a great idea. | really do. But
the devil is always in the details
of how we can make sure that this
Is a space for every single person
in our city, not just those that

will want to now cone here to that
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part of the neighborhood. It's

al ready a part of the neighborhood
that's boomng right now, it's

al r eady.

But when you add these
types of green spaces that attract
nore fol ks because of a space that
was never there before, it's just
going to | think overni ght
essentially it can rapidly increase
values in this neighborhood and we
want to nmake sure that the people
that are there still have access to
t hese sane anenities as well. So
nmy question is now how will you
mar ket the park to the community
that already exist there?

MR. LEVY. Market for
t he planning process you're saying?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  No,
no. Essentially once if everything
goes well, how we would like it to
and this park gets constructed,

it's done, it's open, we can go to
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a nice ribbon-cutting,
Counci | menber Squilla and |, right,
how wi Il you market this to the
communities that already exist?

MR LEVY: So let ne
just go back a half step because
what you said, | -- one of ny
advant ages of being sem -retired
nowis | have a lot of tinme for
meetings. | will work with you and
your staff to cone to any neetings
you would like to hold in your
district. You' ve got ny comm tnent
to do that. And | think that's an
I ncredibly inportant part. Because
before you market a finished park,
we really need to work with
communities in planning and
desi gni ng t he park.

W' ve done part of that
now and that is nmny commtnent to go
ahead and do that because | think
that's essential. | think there's

been a | ot of success that the
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Friends of the Rail Park has had in
managi ng Phase 1. W're not yet at
a fully-devel oped managenent pl an
for Phase 2, but we're prepared to
commt to market that plan to the
park, the very diverse communities
in the area. But Step 1 is to
engage themall in this next phase
of pl anni ng.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

MS. McENEANEY: Can |
say sonething in response to that?
| don't know, Council nmenber Young,
if you visited Phase 1 of the Rail
Park yet. But if you went there,
you woul d see it really shows all
of Phil adel phi a and peopl e feel
very wel cone there. And |I'msure
Friends of the Rail Park can attest
to that because of all the
progranmm ng and things that happen.
But really, it is a park that | ooks

i ke all of Philadel phi a.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Yeah,
| " ve been here.

M5. McENEANEY: Ckay.
Good.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:

Are there other questions from
menbers of the commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:
Madam Cl erk, are there others to
testify?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
There bei ng none, thank you so nuch
for being wwth us this norning.

MR, LEVY: Thank you.

M5. McENEANEY:  Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Madam Cl erk, can you pl ease cal |l
the next panel to testify on Bill
No. 250807.

THE CLERK: May | pl ease
have John Chin from PCDC and
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Rebecca Chan from Friends at the
Rai | Park pl ease.

(Wt nesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Good norning. Thank you for being
wth us this norning. Please state
your name for the record and begin
Wi th your testinony.

MR CH N Sure. Good
norni ng. Thank you. John Chin,
Phi | adel phi a Chi nat own Devel opnent
Cor por at i on.

MS. CORDES CHAN:

Rebecca Cordes Chan, Friends of the
Rai | Park.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you. Begin with your
t esti nony.

MR CH N kay. Good
morni ng, Commttee Chair Lozada,
Vice-Chair Squilla and Council man
Young and nenbers of the Commttee.

My nane is John Chin, Executive
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Director of the Phil adel phia

Chi nat own Devel opnent Cor porati on.
For nearly six decades, PCDC has
fought to preserve Chi natown and
protect its famlies and small
busi nesses.

We devel op affordabl e
housi ng, provi de honebuyi ng
counseling and deliver w aparound
social services to help famlies
achieve stability and econom c
mobi lity. For decades, the Readi ng
vi aduct has | ooned as a synbol of
neglect. [Illegal dunping,
crunbl i ng bridges and unsafe
condi ti ons have burdened famlies
and busi nesses beneath it.

The recent federal
ruling confirnms what we have | ong
known, this is not an operating
rail line and nowis the tinme for
the city to act. But as we nove
forward, we nmust confront a hard

truth. Wthout safeguards, nmajor
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i nvestnent in public spaces

accel erates di spl acenent of

| ow-incone famlies, residents and
smal | busi nesses.

Chi natown has lived this
reality before and we cannot | et
history repeat itself. Equity
cannot be an afterthought and nust
be the foundation. PCDC is |eading
an equity and anti-di spl acenent
plan built with community input to
ensur e devel opnent strengthens
rat her than uproots our
nei ghborhoods. This plan addresses
housi ng affordability, cultural
continuity and econom c opportunity
for lowinconme residents and snal |
busi nesses.

So we call onthe Gty
and Center Gty District to adopt
and i npl enent this plan al ongside
the Rail Park comunity's first
pl an, whi ch provides a roadnmap for

i ncl usi ve devel opnent across 10
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nei ghbor hoods. Phase 1 of the Rail
Par k shows what's possi bl e when
equity and conmunity engagenent
gui de devel opnent. It transforned
a derelict rail line into a green
space where cul tural prograns,
cel ebrations and outdoor activities
are designed for the nei ghborhood
residents. Let us build on that
success, but with stronger
guardrails to protect vul nerable
communi ti es.

Passing this |egislation
IS a necessary step to lift
residents and snmal | businesses from
decades of blight and negl ect and
to replace it with opportunity,
equity and green space. PCDC fully
supports Bill 250807. And | just
want to add to ny prepared conments
that | really appreciate the
t houghts comng fromthis
commttee, equity participation,

anti -di spl acenent and housi ng.
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| wll add that snall
busi nesses are in this nei ghborhood
and al so need the help Iike
residents do to stay in this place
and enjoy the benefits of this
com ng green space. Economc
opportunity on the construction and
mai nt enance is inportant, so |
appreciate the -- | can't read ny
own handwiting. So | also
appreci ate the negative experiences
you have experienced in your
districts with railroads and as a
nonprofit director who does
nei ghbor hood devel opnent, | am
maki ng nyself available to you to
hel p you find resources to do
pl anni ng and organi zi ng for your
sections of districts and
nei ghbor hoods. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and begin with your
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t esti nony.

M5. CORDES CHAN:
Rebecca Cordes Chan, Executive
Director, Friends of the Rail Park.
Good norning, Chair, Council nenbers
and nenbers of the commttee. M
name i s Rebecca Chan. [|'m
Executive Director of Friends of
the Rail Park.

Friends of the Rail Park
Is a nonprofit that prograns,
mai nt ai ns and operates the Rail
Park's exi sting phase in Chinat own
North and Callowhill in partnership
wi t h Phi | adel phia Parks and
Recreati on.

W are also the
organi zation |l eading the long-term
vision to transformthree mles of
historic rail infrastructure into a
publ i c greenway connecti ng
Chi natown and Northern Liberties
all the way over to Lenon Hill and

Brewerytown, a role we have carried
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since 2011. Thank you for this
opportunity to testify. Friends of
the Rail Park supports advancing
this bill because acquiring the
viaduct is a necessary step toward
bui | ding a cohesive rail park that
serves residents across 10

nei ghbor hoods.

We believe deeply in
transformng this historic rail
infrastructure into public green
space that strengthens conmmunities
across the city. At the sane tine,
several conditions are critical for
the project's |long-term success,
and we' ve heard about those
t hr oughout this hearing.

We know this based on
years of community engagenent
| essons from Phase 1 and studyi ng
best practices from around the
country, including the project
mentioned in D. C

First, expanding the
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Rai | Park must include a
transparent, community-driven

pl anni ng and desi gn process. Phase
1l is a treasured space, but has

al so reveal ed chal | enges around
accessibility, maintenance and
oper ati ons.

The next segnent cannot
repeat these m ssteps and the
public needs clarity on
accessibility inprovenents, |ong-
term st ewardshi p and how t he space
wi || be operated, especially since
t he viaduct greenway is not
currently planned as a Phil adel phi a
Par ks and Recreation park.

The Rail Park extends
far beyond Center City and its
future nust be shaped by the
communities who live in its
footprint. A conprehensive,
equi t abl e devel opnent and anti -

di spl acenent plan nust be at the

core of this project. Wthout it,
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maj or investnent in a new green
space wi |l accel erate displ acenent
I nstead of supporting nei ghborhood
stability and cultural continuity
that we all | ove so nuch and
cheri sh about these nei ghborhoods.
Thi s project must nove
forward with strong policy and
progranmatic guardrails that ensure
equi tabl e and i ncl usi ve
devel opnent. The Rail Park w ||
bring new attention, investnent and
these benefits should uplift
| ongst andi ng conmuni ties rather
t han di spl ace t hem
Qur Rail Park conmmunity
First Plan is an equitable
devel opnent pl an devel oped in
partnership with PCDC s Equity
Plan. The community-driven plan
woul d provide a roadmap for how
maj or investnents, including the
vi aduct greenway and the rest of

the rail park's infrastructure can
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be | everaged to support housi ng
affordability and stability,
generate inclusive economc
devel opnent and positively i npact
the health of the nei ghborhoods it
Is a part of. W urge the Cty and
CCD to join us in full support and
aligning wwth this ongoing work and
i npl enmenting its recommendati ons.
In closing, Friends of
the Rail Park supports this bill
and the city's acquisition of the
vi aduct, and that support depends
on comm tments to transparency,
meani ngf ul comuni ty partnership,
equi t abl e devel opnent and
governance structures that honor
t he peopl e who have |ived al ongsi de
the viaduct for decades. Together
we can create a rail park that not
only is a remarkabl e public space,
but a nodel for how Phil adel phi a
grows, a nodel rooted in inclusion,

shared stewardshi p and equitable
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opportunity for all. Thank you for
your tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN  LOZADA:
Thank you both for your testinony
t hi s norning.

Before | recogni ze the
comm ttee nenbers, can either of
you speak to what you are doing to
prioritize those residents who are
l ong-termresidents, right, who
have dealt wth all of the nuisance
activity and the blight around this
particul ar project and who nay be
feeling |ike sonme of ny coll eagues
nmentioned, that when this
I nvest nent happens, they are the
ones that don't belong, right?

W talk a | ot about the
I nportance of protecting long-term
residents in nei ghborhoods,
especi al |l y when devel opnent or
I nvest ment happens. But often
tinmes they are the ones who feel

i ke they don't belong there when
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the i nvestnent actually happens,
right. So they chanpion for please
I nvest, please fix, please repair,
fix nmy parks, fix ny centers,
renove these blighted spaces from
nmy nei ghborhood. And then it
happens and they feel |ike ny voice
wasn't heard. | no | onger bel ong
here. This is no |longer for ne to
use.

VWhat are you
specifically doing as part of this
di spl acenent plan or the anti
di spl acenent plan? What are you
doing to ensure that that doesn't
happen? Tell ne specifically what
you' re doi ng.

MR CH N Well, | think
specifically it's engagenent. This
plan is planning for the people by
the people. So the planning that
we' re doi ng around equity,

i ncl usion, anti-displacenent is

engagi ng the workers and residents
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of these communities, seeking their
I nput, surveying for their ideas
and vision, and this plan is their
pl an and when is their plan. |
think they can buy into the

proj ect.

Now, you're right. It
quite often happens when these
proj ects are devel oped and
operating. Sonetines people feel
i ke they don't bel ong there,
right. But I'll ask ny coll eague
here to speak on that because the
Rai | Park, what we call Phase 1,
the Rail Park has deliberately
desi gned and created progranm ng
that targets the residents and
wor kers in the nei ghborhood. And
because they've done that, | see
residents happily and confortably
attendi ng events at the Rail Park
Phase 1. And | imagine that's a
conti nuation of what's going to

happen.
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MS. CORDES CHAN: And |
will just add in specific to the
pl anni ng process. W currently
have 18 neetings schedul ed for
January and February that are
taking place in comunity centers,
i braries, kind of places that
peopl e commonly gat her. These
neetings wll have child care,
there will be food and dri nk.

There will be
transl ati on, when necessary, to
really invite a broad, broad swath
of folks to feel wel coned, engaged
and like they're able to
participate. And then | would just
add to John's poi nt about
progranmm ng and ki nd of what
happens in public space.

It's those sane little
details around engagenent. It's
maki ng sure that our materials
around engagenent are transl ated

I nto Spani sh, Mandarin, whatever
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| anguage we need to have to again
make fol ks feel wel cone.

It's creating culturally
responsi ve progranmm ng. One of our
nost popul ar events at the Rail
Park is our Lunar New Year Festi val
because it is a part of Chinatown
North in Chinatown. But it's also
t hi nki ng about the snaller
engagenents that happen weekly and
that there's always activation,
that the park feels safe,
accessi ble and welcomng. So it's
this bal ance of kind of long-term
vision and inviting folks to be a
part of that |ong-termvision and
really hearing them and
I ncorporating that feedback. But
it's also the day-to-day
mai nt enance and operations and
progranmati c work of stewarding a
public space.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

Thank you.
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MR CHN Oh,

Chai rwoman, |'Ill add that in
addition to the babysitting, we
actually go to where the workers
wor k as well and during hours where
they have free breaks. So we try
to make it as convenient as
possi bl e so we have full
participation. So those are sone

t hi ngs that we do.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Just really quick and | just
gl anced at the D.C.'s plan for the
11th Street Bridge. And just want
to know is that incorporated in
their legislation? The actual plan
itself, is that sonething that's
|l egislated or it's just a plan that
had cone up?

M5. CORDES CHAN: It's a
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pl an, but they have a | ot of
political backing for it and
financial investnent that goes with
it as well.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Poi nt of information. Wen we net
with them there was codified
| egi slation that actually took the
plan and then codified it with
overl ays of such. And so, there
was actually | egislation that went
wWith not so nuch the plan to do it,
but it was added legislation to
make sure that the planning process
and the concerns that were net were
put into legislation to hopefully
address the concerns that residents
had, 11th Street Bridge and they're
continuing still to do that and
|l ook at it. And hopefully, we wll
be able to copy the sane type of
| egi sl ati on noving forward, which |
have to say they really did a | ot

of work and a | ot of engagenent
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when they did their process.

And obvi ously, you
al wvays want to do the best you can
with legislation. But as they find
out, sone things may have
uni nt ended consequence when you do
it. So they're going back and
| ooking at things and constantly
updating that to nmake sure that
everybody's concerns will be net
through the codified | egislation
fromthe plan.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Council menber. | appreciate
that. | do think that's sonething
that we should try to do here.
Because again, |egislation going
t hrough this body having passed
that out, it allows the residents
to hold those invol ved accountabl e
to what they're saying that they're
trying to do.

And so, if this body was

able to pass sone type of plan out,
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then I think it would nmake it a | ot
easier for comunity groups, for
residents to get behind it, not
saying they are, not saying they
aren't, right, not saying they
aren't, but it just makes it easier
to know that there are docunents in
pl ace that they are able to hold

t hose invol ved accountabl e to nmake
sure that those plans are net and

t hose goals are net.

But thank you for your
advocacy on this. | do think again
that this is sonething that's going
to be great for our city.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

The Chair recogni zes Counci |l nenber
Squi | | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you. Thank you,

Counci | menber Young, and very good
guestions. | just want to say that
not everybody supported the first

phase of the viaduct. And because
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of the chall enges that were

t hought -- and | want to give
credit to the Friends of the Rail
Park. The programm ng and the use
of the park has really engaged the
community in a way that says, you
know what, maybe we didn't support
it at first and we thought certain
t hi ngs were goi ng to happen, but
because of the stewardship and the
support of the organi zation there,
i ncluded the comunities in the
progranmm ng and things |like that,
not that was not codified in the

| egi sl ati on.

Hopefully we'll be able
to do that as this bigger swath is
done. And | believe we wll be
able to work on it hopefully over
the holiday season into the new
year to conme up wth sonething.
Again, it may not be perfect. But
| think the framework of that needs

to be put in place, working with
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Pl anni ng and the Law Departnent to
| ook at that because the key is to
get trust first.

And | think the only way
you build trust is show ng people
and residents that you're serious
about codifying any of this into
the legislation so they know there
are protections in place, but it
woul d not have happened w t hout the
great work of the Friends of Rail
Park and the programm ng that has
been done. So thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you.

Are there additional
questions from nenbers of the
commttee for this panel?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOMAN LOZADA:
Thank you so nmuch for being with us
t oday.

Madam Cl erk, are there

other individuals here to testify
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on this bill?

THE CLERK: No, Madam
Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
There being none, will the Cerk
pl ease call the next or the first
panel to testify on Bill No. 250841
and 251017.

THE CLERK: Kat e
Sul l'ivan, Chief Commercial Oficer
for the Departnent of Aviation,
wi |l be speaking to both of these
bills.

(Wt ness approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Good norning. Thank you for being
With us this norning. Please state
your nane for the record and begin
Wi th your testinony.

MS. SULLI VAN G eat .
Good norning. |'mKate Sullivan,
the Chief Commercial Oficer for

t he Departnent of Aviation.
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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Pl ease begin with your testinony.
MS. SULLI VAN.  Thank
you. Good norning, Chairperson
Lozada and nenbers of the Commttee
on Public Property and Public
Wrks. M nane is Kate Sullivan,
Chi ef Commrercial Oficer for the
Departnent of Aviation, which
manages bot h Phil adel phi a
| nternational Airport or PHL, and
Nor t heast Phil adel phia Airport,
PNE. |'mhere today to testify in
support of Bill No. 250841,
aut hori zing the Director of the
Department of Aviation, on behalf
of the City, to transfer or convey
real estate interests to resolve
l[itigation with Tini cum Townshi p,
Del awar e County, Pennsyl vani a,
under certain terns and conditi ons.
PHL is a self-sustaining
entity which uses no | ocal taxpayer

dollars for its operations and
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generates a significant annual
econom c inpact for our region. In
2023, the Departnent of Aviation
conm ssi oned an econom c | npact
study whi ch showed that activity at
PHL generated $18.7 billion for the
regi onal econony and supported over
102, 000 j obs.

The airport creates this
econom c i npact on a very snall
footprint, 2584 acres, when
conpared to other |arge hub
ai rports across the nation. So
when opportunities for acquisition
of near airport property arise, it
Is essential for our teamto take
an interest in order to aid future
ai rport expansion efforts or to
prevent devel opnent detrinental to
ai rport operations.

Bill No. 250841 would
aut horize the city's Departnent of
Avi ati on, which manages PHL, to

acquire a 9.25 acre parcel of |and
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that was fornerly Tinicumlsland
Road. TinicumIsland Road has been
rel ocated to the airport's
perinmeter to allow parcels al ong
PHL's western edge have uni npeded
access to the airfield.

This is an inportant
conponent in ongoing conversations
regardi ng the devel opnent of that
area. In addition to the
acquisition of this parcel, this
ordi nance al so authorizes utility
easenents access, to ensure future
tenants of this space are able to
devel op fully functional
facilities.

|'d like to thank you
for the opportunity to present
testinmony today on Bill No. 250841,
and | kindly ask the commttee for
a favorabl e recommendati on and t hat
the rules be suspended to allow for
first reading at the next session

of Counci | .
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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you so nuch.

Are there any questions
frommenbers of this commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
There bei ng none, thank you so much
for being wwth us this norning.

M5. SULLI VAN:  Thank
you. I'mstill Kate Sullivan.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Wul d you |like to begin your
testi nony or please begin your
testinony for Bill No. 251017.

MS. SULLI VAN Yes,
thank you. So still Kate Sullivan,
still Chief Commercial Oficer for
t he Departnment of Aviation. So
agai n good norni ng, Chairperson
Lozada and nenbers of the Committee
on Public Property and Public
Wrks. M nane is Kate Sullivan,
Chief Commercial O ficer for the

Depart nment of Aviation, which
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manages bot h Phil adel phi a

I nternational Arport, PHL, and
Nor t heast Phil adel phia Airport,
PNE.

| am here today to
testify in support of Bill No.
251017, authorizing the D rector of
t he Departnent of Aviation to
acquire, on behalf of the city, fee
sinple title or a |l esser real
estate interest by purchase,
am cabl e negoti ati on, dedication,
donati on, condemmati on, agreenent
in lieu of condemmation or
otherwise in and to all or portions
of a certain parcel of |and known
as 4521 |sl and Avenue, under
certain ternms and conditions.

PHL is a sel f-sustaining
entity which uses no | ocal taxpayer
dollars for its operations and
generates significant annual
econom ¢ inpact for our region. In

2023, the Departnent of Aviation
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conm ssi oned an econom c i npact
study, which showed that PHL
generated $18.7 billion for the
regi onal econony and supported over
102, 000 j obs.

The airport creates this
econom c i npact on a very snall
footprint, 2584 acres, when
conpared to other |arge hub
airports across the nation. Wen
opportunities for the acquisition
of near airport property arise, it
Is essential for our teamto take
an interest in order to aid future
ai rport expansion efforts or to
prevent devel opnent detrinental to
ai rport operations.

Bill No. 251017 woul d
authorize the Cty's Departnent of
Avi ati on, which manages PHL, to
acquire a 2.5 acre vacant parcel of
| and | ocated at 4521 |sland Avenue.
This property is located directly

across fromPHL's econony | ot and
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Is adj acent to property being used
as a TNC staging site currently
owned by the Departnent of
Avi at i on.

The Departnent of
Aviation will conduct future
anal ysis to assess potential uses
for this property, but the |ocation
makes this an attractive option for
near airport developnent. [|'d like
to thank you for the opportunity to
present testinony today on Bill No.
251017 and | kindly ask the
commttee for a favorable
recommendation that the rules be
suspended to allow for first
readi ng at the next session of
Counci | .

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you so nmuch for your
testinmony. Your testinony says
that you are | ooking at the
expansi on for future potential uses

for the property. Do you have an
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I dea of what you are considering?

MS. SULLI VAN:  Yeah.

W' re | ooking at a range of
potential uses. | think the main
thing for us is that we are an
extrenely | and-constrai ned airport.
We're 2584 acres. And so, when a
pi ece of property that is adjacent
and proximate to the airport cones
up for sale, we do | ook at those
opportunities dependi ng on a nunber
of criteria to potentially purchase
it for future activity.

This | ocation
particularly is across fromthe
econony parking lot and it is right
next to our TNC staging area. And
so, we're | ooking at a range of
uses that could include expansion
of the TNC stagi ng area.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you.

Are there any questions

fromnenbers of this commttee for
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either bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
There being none, thank you so nuch
for being wwth us this norning.
Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Cerk please
call the first panel to testify on
Bill No. 250833.

THE CLERK: WI I Angel a
D. Brooks, Chair of the Board of
t he Phil adel phi a Land Bank, cone to
the table as well as WII| Gonzal ez,
t he Executive Director of Ceiba.

(Wt nesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: W
wai ted until you wal ked away in
order to call you to cone testify.
Good norning. Thank you so nuch
for being wwth us this norning.

Pl ease state your nanme for the
record and begin wth your

testinmony. Either one.
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MR, GONZALEZ: Buenas
diaz. Thank you, Gty Council, for
the opportunity to testify on this
I nportant matter. M nane is WII
Gonzalez. |1'mthe Executive
Director of Ceiba. Ceiba is a
coalition-building organization in
the Latino community of
Phi | adel phi a.

We wel cone City Council
Bill 250833, an ordinance requiring
t he Phil adel phia Land Bank to
submt an annual report to Gty
Council that details the
di sposition of all |and subject to
the | and bank. The legislation
buil ds on the novenent to increase
transparency fromthe Land Bank
assessnent, a recent Land Bank
assessnent conducted by CGui dehouse
ai med at inproving the Land Bank
di sposition process in addressing
| ongstandi ng i ssues. W | ook

forward to seeing that assessnent
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soon since we've heard about it
t hrough vari ous channel s.

We also think that the
Land Bank has nmade an i nprovenent
by nam ng Ms. Angel a Brooks as the
new Board Chair of the Land Bank.
And so, we | ook forward to
conti nui ng transparency fromthat
institution. Bill 250833 is tinely
as the Gty enbarks on the
transformational H O ME
Initiative, the use of public |and
for public good, which is the chief
pur pose of the Land Bank, puts the
Land Bank at the center of nmany
I nportant decisions related to
af fordabl e housing in the city.

From what we under st and,
the HOME. Initiative wll inpact
$1 billion in public land. Key
also to the HOME. Initiative is
the nmulti-pronged streamnlining of
Land Bank processes. Accordingly,

it wll be very productive for the
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Cty and for the comunity, for the
Land Bank to report all of its
di spositions in a clear, effective
way so that we can track its
success and ensure the productive
use of public land for public good.
Thank you for giving us the
opportunity to testify today on
this inportant matter.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you.

M5. BROOKS:. | didn't
pay himto say that for the record.
Good nor ni ng, Chairperson Lozada,
menbers of the Commttee on Public
Property and Public Wrks. M nane
I's Angel a Brooks, Chair of the
Board of the Phil adel phia Land Bank
and the Chief Housing and Urban
Devel opment O ficer for the Mayor's
Ofice.

|"mhere to testify on
Bill No. 250833. The Land Bank and

the Adm nistration recogni ze and
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acknow edge the inpact of having an
effective and high perform ng Land
Bank. And to that end, the
Adm ni stration has conpleted its
formal review of the Land Bank to
identify and devel op policies and
processes that will expedite the
return of vacant and tax delinquent
properties to productive use.

As a part of that
review, we have identified the need
for consistent and transparent
reporting of the Land Bank's
activities and we are supportive of
this legislation. As a part of the
formal review, we have identified
the foll owi ng next steps, inplenent
a tracking systemusing a single
custoner rel ationshi p managenent or
CRM system from application to
settlenment, which will streanline
operations, track parcel status,
comruni cate with applicants and

coordi nate agency reviews and
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approval s.

W want to automate
t asks, automate manual tasks such
as application review, to enhance
operational efficiency and inprove
response tines, inprove data
tracking. We want to enhance data
col l ection net hods, set key
performance indicators or KPIs and
establish eval uation nethods to
all ow for deeper analysis and
better neasurenent of outcones.

The Land Bank and the
Adm ni stration are commtted to
working with Gty Council on
I nproving the Land Bank to
stream i ne the process and renove
barriers that delay the creation of
units across the city. Thank you
for the opportunity to testify in
support of Bill No. 250833. 1[|'d be
happy to answer any questions you
may have.

COUNCI LWOVAN  LOZADA:
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Thank you so nmuch. Thank you for
being with us this norning. This
bill was inportant for ne because
|'ve been in city governnent since
2008 and | renmenber the creation of
this legislation, right. And I
remenber the why, and it was
because people |ike ny grandnom
took care of land, city-owned | and
for many, nmany, nany, many years
and al ways expressed interest in |
woul d I'ike to own that |and because
all of ny noney is being invested
I n making sure that that |and or
that parcel is safe for nenbers of
my conmunity, right.

| remenber her
advocating year after year, year
after year to the Urban Gardening
program to the city and saying,
right, | aminvesting here, | am
saving the city noney, how do
becone the owner of this property.

My grandnom passed away and never

Page 122

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Property & Public Works

got to see that. And she took care
of the land for over 30, 40, years.

And |i ke ny grandnom
there are many people in ny
community who are taking care of
public | and, who are naki ng sure
that these parcels in their
comrunity are safe spaces, that
t hese spaces remai n green spaces
for the children in the community,
right.

And when this Land Bank
was being created, | renmenber the
aut hor saying, this is to make it
easier for community residents to
t ake ownership, |egal ownership, of
t hese spaces. And in ny
experience, that has been far from
the truth, because we have tons of
people in ny conmunity who since
early 2010 have applied for | and,
whether it be a side yard, whether
it be because they want to keep it

as a green space for children to
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cone play in or because they want
to create a garden or because,
heck, they are tired of fighting
their neighbors for parking, they
want to be able to own it and
create separate parking spaces.

They are still fighting
to get disposition of this |and.
And | can't tell you the nunber of
times that I'min community
neeti ngs and people are |ike when
am | going to get this position of
this land, when is the city going
to consider ne and all of the sweat
equity that | have on this
particular parcel and | can't get a
hold of it.

But then you have these
private devel opers that are
supporters of different people or
who know different people in the
city and they get disposition of
| and very quickly or they're a

devel oper who have a relationship
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and they get through the process
very quickly. And there's another
devel oper who doesn't have a
relati onship and has to go through
all of these hurdles to be able to
get this position and then there's
no communi cati on.

And so for ne, it was
I nportant to bring back what | hear
was al ready a part of the
| egislation originally, which was
to create a reporting systemt hat
woul d help build trust in the
comrunity, create transparency and
al l ow for people to be able to go
in and see where they are in the
process.

And so, | appreciate
Chair Brooks, the fact that you all
recogni ze that there's a need for
this and that you' ve cone prepared
W th next steps. But do these next
steps include a way for a resident

or a developer to be able to -- or
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for a community to be able to see
who is the applicant, right.

| want to know who's at
applying for this parcel, when is
this person going to do or hold a
community neeting in my community
so that | can speak to this
particul ar project or so that |
know and |I' m i nformed about what
the intention for this particular
parcel is. WIIl these next steps
i ncl ude that?

M5. BROOKS. Yes, that's
part of the CRM systemthat we want
to nove to so that you can go
online and track a process. | wll
also add in that particularly for
the Land Bank parcels that will be
a part of the HOME Initiative,
you al so as a Council request a
quarterly report, so you'll be
getting those as well and updates
on those parcels as well, so there

will be plenty of reporting out.
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But the goal is to have
an easier tracked process, but not
just for even community nenbers,
for applicants thensel ves, right.
You' ve got a lot of the people
conpl ai ni ng are peopl e who have
applied, so to have a system where
people are able to easily access
that as the goal. | don't have a
tinmeline for that because that's
goi ng to be sone technol ogy stuff
that we're working through, but
it's one of the top priorities.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you so rnuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Madam Chair.

And | wanted to start
of f by congratul ating you, Chair
Brooks. [|'malso excited that
you're chairing the Land Bank and

|"mglad that this is happening.
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agree wth Madam Chair that we've
needed this for a long tine.

One thing that |I'm
hopeful to see cone out of this
effort is nore novenent on
di spositions. | think that it
often gets held up erroneously in
my opinion, that Gty Council is
the hol d-up on | and di spositions by
t he press, by whonever.

But | just want you to
know that |'ve processed 103
di spositions. | put forward and
passed the legislation for them
since June of 2024 for Turn the
Key, which is supposed to be our
priority. 75% of these
di spositions are to Black and Brown
devel opers and I'mstill waiting.
The Council part is done, right.

And so, | think we have
to have honesty not only in what
we' re disposing of, I think we have

to have honesty about what we need
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to do froman internal operations
perspective and back that wth our
budget resources.

And just going back to
sonet hing that Madam Chair said, we
have to have a vision and a plan.
Because you're right, | was also
around when we were first formng
the Land Bank. | was in the
nonprofit sector.

And t he goal was that
this would be | and di sposed of for
affordability, for hel ping people
who' ve been tending to gardens.
And just in terns of howthat's
pl ayed out froma disposition
perspective, |'mnot sure that
that's true. But we don't have
sort of a guiding vision that is
hol ding us to that, right.

And | also want to say
that | believe that this is com ng
about partly fromthe hearing that

you and | did, Madam Chair, that
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was pushing not only for an annual
report, but for a strategic plan
and sone type of plan on
operations. So those would be sone
of the remaining itens that we
really need to get into place,
particul arly because we want to
allow HO ME. to nove forward in
the best way possible. But | do
think that this is a great start
whil e we nove towards those ot her
pi eces.

So thank you for being
here. Thank you for your work.
Congratul ati ons again. And al so,

t hank you, M. Gonzalez. | really
appreci ate your work at Cei ba.
Thanks for being here with us.

M5. BROOKS: |If | could
just add really quickly. It m ght
be hel pful now that we're
finalizing the Land Bank assessnent
we can work on getting a briefing

for Council as well. That woul d
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probably be hel pful. And there is
quite a bit of information in there
around staffing and what woul d be
optimal. So you'll get to see
that. And | can imgine as we
enter the budget system season,
you' Il see sone different type of
requests around that as well.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you.

Are there any additional
guestions from nenbers of the
comm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
There bei ng none, thank you so nuch
for being with us today.

M5. BROOKS: Thank you.

MR, GONZALEZ: Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
WIIl the Cerk please call the
first panel to testify on Bill No.
250832.
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THE CLERK: Kelly
Ri chardson, President Director of
the Free Library of Philadel phia.

(Wtness approached
Wi t ness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Good norning, M. R chards. Thank
you so much for your patience.
Thank you for being with us this
morning. State your nane for the
record and begin with your
t esti nony.

MR. RI CHARDS: Kelly
Ri chards, President, Director of
The Free Library of Phil adel phia.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Pl ease begi n.

MR RI CHARDS: Ckay.
Good norni ng, Chairperson Lozada
and nenbers of the Commttee on
Public Property and Public WrKks.
My nane is Kelly Richards and I'm
the President and Director of the

Free Li brary of Philadel phia and
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|'"'mhere today to testify in
support of Bill No. 250832.

| would |ike to thank
Counci | menber Jones for introducing
this |l egislation and thank the
commttee for its thoughtful
consideration. It is a pleasure to
speak in favor of renam ng the
Wnnefield Library as the Reverend
Loui se WIllianms Bishop Library of
Wnnefi el d.

Reverend Louise WIIlians
Bi shop's | egacy is one of the
extraordi nary service, deep faith
and nmulti generational inpact. For
nearly 70 years, she was a
pi oneering presence in Phil adel phia
broadcasti ng and one of the first
Bl ack wonen to host the radio
program a trusted voice to
countless famlies and the creator
of the | ongest running gospel
programin the city's history,

known as the Queen of the A rwaves,
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and | ater the Gospel Queen of
Radi o.

Rever end Bi shop provided
I nspiration, information and
connection to |isteners of all
ages. Her influence extended far
beyond the radi o broadcast studio.
Reverend Bi shop served nore than 25
years in the Pennsyl vani a House of
Representatives as the first Bl ack
woman el ected to represent the
192nd Legi slative District.

She was an advocate for
education and the well-being of her
constituents, drawi ng on her deep
commtnent to justice and community
enpower nent. Reverend Bishop's
journey from her chil dhood as the
el dest of 12 during the G eat
Depression to her decades as a
broadcaster, mnister and | awraker
enbodi es the val ues that guide the
Free Library.

Her life's work refl ects
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our comm tnent to expandi ng
literacy, strengthening cultural
connections and creating pat hways
to econom c opportunity for every
Phi | adel phia. Her legislative
service further underscores the
I nportance of equitable access to
education and civic participation.
These are foundati onal
pillars of library service and the
Free Library continues to support
communities, the sane areas that
Rever end Bi shop chanpi oned,
| ear ni ng enpower nent and the tools
needed to thrive. For these
reasons, nam ng the Wnnefield
Li brary in her honor is both
fitting and nmeani ngful.
The Reverend Loui se
Wl lianms Bishop Library of
Wnnefield wll stand as a | asting
tribute to her belief in the
transformati ve power of know edge,

culture and community. | wel cone
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any questions fromthe conmttee
and t hank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you so nuch for your
testi nony?

Are there any questions
from nenbers of the commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
There bei ng none, thank you so much
for your testinony and for being
Wi th us today.

Madam Cl erk, are there
any other nenbers of the public
that are here to testify on this
bill?

THE CLERK: No, Madam
Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
There being none, would the Chair
pl ease -- or would the O erk please
call the first panel to testify on
Bill No. 250847.

THE CLERK: Joseph
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Brasky, Comm ssioner of Public
Property, will be speaking on this
bill today.

(Wtness approached
Wi t ness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Good norning. Thank you for being
with us. Please state your nane
for the record and begin wth your
testi nony.

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:
Thank you. Joe Brasky, Depart nment
of Public Property. |'m here today
to testify on Bill No. 250847.
Good norni ng, Chairperson Lozada
and menbers of the Conmm ttee of
Public Property and Public WrKks.
My nanme is Joe Brasky, Comm ssioner
of Public Property.

"' m here today to
testify in support of Bill 250847,
aut hori zing the Departnent of
Public Property, on the behal f of

Cty of Philadel phia, to acquire
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fee sinple title or |esser real
estate interest in and to all
portions of the property of 1948
Cayuga Street, under certain terns
and condi tions.

The Phi | adel phi a Wat er
Departnent is advancing the full
desi gn of a new stor mat er
managenent system al ong Cayuga
Street and the surroundi ng area.

In June, City Council approved Bill
Nos. 250538 and 250884- A,

aut hori zing the acquisition of
various parcels on the 1800 and
1900 bl ocks of Cayuga for this sane
proj ect.

The 1948 Cayuga Street
parcel was conveyed by the
Department of Public Property to
t he Phil adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority, PRA, in 1967. Bill No.
250847 is authorized by the City
Council. PRA is prepared to convey

the parcel back to public property
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for a nom nal price of $1.

Upon conveyance, PWD has
commtted to nmanage and nmi ntain
the site and oversee installation
of the new stormat er
I nfrastructure. Construction and
equi pnent installation could take
one to two years, after which the
new systemw || be fully
operational and provide significant
st ormnat er nmanagenent benefits to
the community.

The Departnent of Public
Property supports this neasure.

And accordingly, | respectfully ask
Cty Council approve Bill 250847.
Thank you. 1'd be happy to answer
any questions you nmay have.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you so nmuch for your
testinmony. You're also here to
testify on Bill No. 251023.

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:

That's correct.
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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Can we have you read that testinony
as well and then if there are
guestions, we can go fromthere.

COW SS| ONER BRASKY:
Sure. Thank you. M nane is Joe
Brasky, Departnent of Public
Property. Good norni ng,
Chai r person Lozada and nenbers of
the Commttee of Public Property
and Public Wrks. M nane is Joe
Brasky. |'mthe Conm ssioner of
Public Property.

|"'m here today to
testify in support of Bill 251023,
aut hori zing the Departnent of
Public Property, on behalf of the
Cty of Philadelphia, to enter into
agreenents with the Phil adel phi a
Aut hority Industrial Devel opnent or
t he Phil adel phi a Muni ci pal
Authority to fit out a health
center facility based on plans and

speci fications acceptable to the
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city that will be devel oped on the
prem ses | ocated on Frankford Ave
in the vicinity of Pratt Street and
Dyre Street to repay the | andlord
for its cost of fit-out, under
certain terns and conditions.

| n June, Phil adel phi a
City Council authorized the
devel opnent of a new health center
at the fornmer Penn Fruit Conpany
Super mar ket near the Frankford
Transportation Center, a nmajor
transit hub. At that tinme of the
hearing, the Gty has not yet
determ ned the nost efficient
strategy to conplete the interior
fit-out or procure the required
furniture, fixtures and equi pnent.

Subsequent di scussi ons
Wi th project stakeholders nade it
clear that the nost effective
approach is for the landlord to
procure the FF&E and interior

fit-out conponents on the Cty's
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behal f, rather than the Cty
purchasing these itens directly.

Thi s approach is
expected to save tine, streaniine
adm ni strative processes and reduce
overall project cost. Utimately,
this FF&E and fit-out expenses w !l
be deducted fromthe final purchase
price of the health center.

| f this ordinance is
enacted and full project funding is
aut horized, the Cty wll be
positioned to proceed with the
| ease and purchase option of a
turnkey delivery health center. As
di scussed in June, the Departnent
of Public Health plans to offer a
conpr ehensi ve range of services at
this location, including adult and
pediatric primary care, wonen's
heal th services, podiatry,
phar macy, | aboratory services,
dental care, radiology, integrated

behavi oral health and ot her
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essential health services,
resour ces.

Additionally, the
br oader m xed-use devel opnent
desi gned to expand food
di stribution and affordabl e housi ng
has the potential to greatly
enhance the nei ghbor hood and
deliver lasting transformative
I npact on the community. The
Departnment of Public Property
supports this neasure. And
accordingly, | respectfully ask
Cty Council to approve Bill
251023. Thank you. 1'Il be happy
to answer any questions that you
may have.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony. Bill
No. 251023, this is a project that
woul d al l ow for Frankford CDC to
build the health center, the
af f ordabl e housing --

COMM SSI ONER BRASKY:
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Yes, this is the one.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
kay. Are there any questions from
menbers of the commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you so much for your
t esti nony.

COW SS| ONER BRASKY:
Thank you. Have a great day.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

And as | nentioned at the
begi nning, Bill No. 250726 is being
hel d at the request of the sponsor.

WIIl the derk please
call the first panel to testify on
to 250913.

THE CLERK: Yes. For
the final bill on the agenda today
is Kelly Richards, President and
Director of Free Library of
Phi | adel phi a.

(Wt ness approached

W tness table.)
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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
|"msorry. | wsh | would have saw
that earlier. | would have had you
testify back to back as well.

MR. RICHARDS: That's
all right.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

Pl ease state your name again for
the record and begin with your
testi nony.

MR RICHARDS:. Kelly
Ri chards, President and D rector of
the Free Library of Phil adel phi a.
Good nor ni ng, Chairperson Lozada,
and nmenbers of the Commttee on
Public Property and Public WrKks.
Again, nmy nanme is Kelly Richards.
| " m President and Director of the
Free Library of Phil adel phia and
t hank you for the opportunity to
testify in support of Bill No.
250913.

| want to thank Council

Presi dent Johnson for introducing
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this legislation and for

recogni zing the i nportance of
honori ng one of Phil adel phia's nost
di stingui shed public servants. [|I'm
here today in strong support of
renam ng the Paschalville Library
as the Hardy WIllians Library at
Paschal vi |l | e.

Senator Hardy WIIians
was a trail blazing Philadel phian
whose |ife and career enbodi ed
perseverance, civic commtnent and
st eadf ast dedication to equality.
Born in 1931 and raised in West
Phi | adel phi a, he excell ed
academ cally and athletically,
becom ng the first African Anerican
to earn a varsity letter in
basketbal |l at Penn State and | ater
conpleting his | aw degree at the
Uni versity of Pennsyl vani a.

Hi s service to our
nation as a First Lieutenant in the

United States Arny during the

Page 146

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Property & Public Works

Korean WAr denonstrated his deep
comm tnment to public service. Upon
returni ng hone, Senator WIIlians
built a respected | aw career and
served as Assistant Gty Solicitor
before entering elected office.
H's historic run for mayor in 1971
hel ped open the path for future
Bl ack political |eadership in
Phi | adel phi a, including the
el ection of Mayor W son Goode nore
than a decade | ater.

Throughout his terns in
t he Pennsyl vani a House of
Representatives and later the State
Senate, he was a chanpion for civil
rights, educational equity and
social justice. The Free Library
shares Senator WIlIlians' belief
t hat education, equity and access
are essential for our communities
to thrive. H s advocacy for public
education, his commtnent to

strengt heni ng soci al supports align

Page 147

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Property & Public Works

closely with our mssion to pronote
literacy, cultural connection and
econom c opportunity for
Phi | adel phi ans of every background.

Paschal vill e Library,
| ocated in a diverse, resilient
community that has |ong benefited
fromhis | eadership continues to
serve as a hub where residents
| earn, grow and access vital
resources. Renam ng Paschalville
Li brary as the Hardy WIIlians
Li brary of Paschalville is a
meani ngful and a fitting tribute to
a | eader who dedicated his life to
expandi ng opportunity and
advocating for comrunities across
Phi | adel phia. It wll serve as a
| asting rem nder of his | egacy and
as an inspiration all who wal k
t hr ough our doors.

Thank you for the
opportunity to speak today. |

respectfully urge the conmttee to
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vote in favor of this legislation
and | wel cone any questions you nmay
have.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you so nuch for your
t esti nony.

Are there any questions
from nmenbers of the conmttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
There being none, thank you for
being with us today.

MR. RI CHARDS: Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN  LOZADA:
Madam Cl erk, are there any other
panel i sts or any ot her nenbers of
the community here to testify on
any of the bills on the neeting
agenda?

THE CLERK: There are no
further witnesses, Ms. Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

Thank you. This concludes the
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hearing. W will now go into the
public neeting. W wll now
convene the public neeting to
consi der the actions being taken on
the bills before this conmttee.

WIIl the derk please
call the roll for attendance.
Menbers, pl ease acknow edge that
you' re present by saying present
when your nane is called.

THE CLERK: Chair
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Present .

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Squi | | a.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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Present .
THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Present .

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber Young.

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG
Present .

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you. | wll note for the
record that a quorumof this
commttee is present. | would |ike
to note that Bill No. 250726 is
being held at the request of the
sponsor.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Driscoll for a notion
on Bill No. 250807.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair.

| offer an anendnent to
Bill No. 250807. A copy of the
amendnent has been circulated to

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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all menbers of the commttee. |
nove that the amendnent to Bill No.
250807 be adopt ed.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
amendnment to Bill No. 250807 be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

The ayes have it, the notion
carries. The anmendnent to Bill No.
250807 has been adopt ed.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Driscoll for a notion
on Bill Nos. 250717, 250573,
250801, 250841, 250833, 250832,
250847, 250913, 251017, 251023.
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COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
(I naudi bl e).

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: W
just did that one so -- just for
clarification, it was noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
250807 as anended be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
pl ease signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

The ayes have it that Bill No.
250807 as anended has been adopt ed.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Squilla for a notion
on Bill Nos. 250717, 250573,
250801, 250841, 250833, 250832,
250847, 250913, 251017, 251023.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill Nos.
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250717, 250573, 250801, 250841,
250833, 250832, 250847, 250913,
251017 and 251023 be reported for
this commttee with a favorable
recomendati on and further nove the
rul es of Council be suspended as to
permt the first reading of this
bill at the next session of
Counci | .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: |t
has been noved and properly
seconded that Bill Nos. 250717,
250573, 250801, 250841, 250833,
250832, 250847, 250913, 251017,
251023 be reported fromthis
commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of these bills at the next session
of Council.

Al'l those in favor

signify by saying aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
The ayes have it and the notion
carries.

There being no further
guestions, are there any questions
from menbers?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
There being no further questions
from nenbers of the commttee and
no other wtnesses to testify, this
concl udes the business before the
Comm ttee on Public Property and
Public Wrks. Thank you very nuch
for being in attendance and for
being with us today. Thank you.

(Commttee on Public
Property and Public Wrks concl uded
at 12:01 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

|, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evi dence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographi c notes taken by
me in the foregoing matter, and that this is a

correct transcript of the sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sane by any neans, unl ess under the
direct control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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