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Stated Meeting

COUNCIL OF THE A TY OF PH LADELPH A

STATED MEETI NG

Cty Hall, Room 400

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a

Thur sday, February 19, 2026
10: 00 a. m

PRESENT:

COUNCI L PRESI DENT KENYATTA JOHNSON
COUNCI LWOVAN RUE LANDAU
COUNCI LWOVAN NI NA AHVAD
COUNCI LWOVAN KENDRA BROOKS
COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER
COUNCI LWOVAN KATHERI NE G LMORE- RI CHARDSON
COUNCI LWOVAN QUETCY M LOZADA
COUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL
COUNCI LMAN CURTI S J. JONES, JR
COUNCI LMAN NI COLAS O ROURKE
COUNCI LMAN JEFFREY YOUNG, JR
COUNCI LMAN ANTHONY PHI LLI PS

ELI ZABETH MCCOLLUM Chief O erk
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Stated Meeting

PROCEEDI NGS

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:

Menbers, please take your
seats. | note that the hour has
come and a quorumof this Council is
present. This Council wll now cone
to order.

Al visitors will retire to
the seats outside the rails. Please
take all conversations outside of
the Council chanbers. | wll ask
all those present to please set your
cell phones to silent and/or
vi br at e.

To give our invocation this
nmorni ng, the Chair recogni zes Rabbi
Shawn Zevit of M shkan Shal om
Synagogue. He's here today as a
guest of Mnority Wi p Council nenber
Ni chol as O Rour ke.

| wll ask all nenbers and
guests to please rise. The floor is
yours, sir.

RABBI ZEVIT: Good nor ni ng.
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Hel l o. Shal om Assal anu Al ai kum
everybody. It's a great honor to be
here as a repeat visit froma nunber
of years ago. Those of you nmay
conpare the video in the past and
see |'mwearing the sane |jacket as a
nunmber of years ago as wel | .

Wven into the fabric of
the Jewi sh calendar is a weekly
reading of the torah. And the fact
of this confluence of tine being
invited here while we have just read
t he exodus from oppression to
liberation. It's alot to focus on,
m racles, pledges, walls of water
crossing the sea, revelation at
Si nai .

But often those peak
nmonents, you know, when the bill
passes, if you ever had that
experience, right, when you finally
get there. That's that nonent, yes,
we crossed this weed sea. And you

turn around and there's 40 years of

Page 3

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

desert left, actual inplenentation.

And right after the
revel ation of death, the big 10 at
Sinai, the next chapter is filled
with mnutiae of how we |ived that
out inreal tinme. How do we ensure
justice and affordability, equality
and the capacity to live out very
principles that we have aligned
ourselves wth.

| don't need to tell you
that we are in a tine of
i ntensifying challenges. To our
personal well-being and heal th,
social and political upheaval and
assault to the many utterances and
commandnments in which our nations
denocratic vision is based.

How do we continue to
gat her, organi ze, claimand align
our own souls to core val ues and
actions our predecessors
experi enced.

What rol es and ways of
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Stated Meeting

| eadi ng do we inhabit in our
famlies and professional |ives and
lives of service. And what
structures do we need to adapt or
repl ace, so that we can support
ourselves and others to carry
di smant| e of | eadership.

"Il pray for all of your
souls and wel |l -being. Mses set a
good exanple. He led in partnership
wth his siblings and appointed
captai ns of thousands, tens and
hundreds knew he couldn't do it
al one. Every now and then plead and
said this is too nuch. | need to
call alifeline or a friend. Show
nme the essence, remind ne of why |I'm
here in the first place because it's
ot herw se too great a burden to
bear, and that's why we have each
ot her.

So given the active
chal | enges to sone of our national

structures and sone of the choices
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of | eadership positions beyond our
fair city of Phil adel phia here,
we're faced wth these chal |l enges of
core values. W nust not abrogate
themto those whose views of

| eadership or humanity do not honor
t he nost sacred and foundati onal
principles of life, liberty and the
pursuit of a neaningful life. That
wi || produces happi ness.

And so in conclusion and in
my prayer for you and your well -
bei ng and the success of everything
today, | want to end with a song
that a young Jew sh conposer with
connections to Philly shared just a
few years ago that is now sung in
many synagogues across North Anerica
and the worl d.

We rise hunbly hearted,
you're already risen. See if you
can touch base with your hunble
heart .

Singing and clapping is
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wel coned. Break dancing as well, if
you have for noved.

(Si ngi ng and cl appi ng by
Rabbi ****,

Bl essing for the work of
your hands today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: The
Chair thanks the Rabbi for his
I nvocation. Now we see where
Ni chol as O Rourke gets his singing
chops from

Great song for such a tine
as this. Council wll be at ease.

(Counci | at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  The
next order of business is the
approval of the journal of the
comm ttee of Thursday, February
12t h, 2026.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Thonas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:

Thank you, M. President.

| nove that the journal of the
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neeti ng of Thursday, February 12th,
2026 be approved.

( Seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESIDENT: It has
been noved and properly seconded
that the journal of February 12th,
2026 stand approved.

All in favor wll indicate
by saying aye. Those opposed? The
ayes have it and the journal is
approved.

The next order of business
Is request for |eave of absence and
the Chair recognizes Majority Leader
Counci | menber Kat herine G | nore-
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President. on behalf of Gty
Council, a leave is requested for
Counci | menbers Bass and O Neill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: The
Chair grants the | eave and thanks

the Majority Leader for the report.
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the Chair recognizes
M nority Leader Council nmenber Kendra
Br ooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCOKS:
Thank you so nuch, Counci l
President. On behalf of the
mnority, there are no request for
| eave of absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: The
Chair thanks the mnority | eader.

t he Chair now recogni zes
Majority Leader Katherine G I nore-
Ri chardson for a notion regarding
certain legislative matters that nay
arise during the course of today's
session of council and that were not
listed on the cal endar circul ated
prior to today's council session.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President.

| nove that any of the
followng matters, if considered

today, may be added to the agenda
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for this session of council and as
requi red by | aw subsequently
publ i shed on an anended agenda after
consi deration of those matters:

Resol uti ons aut hori zi ng
hearing, anmendnents to bills on
first reading, the reconsideration
of a bill vetoed by or recalled from
the Mayor, anendnents to bills
recalled fromthe Mayor, resolutions
t aki ng substantive action to be
voted on in this session. A notion
to withdraw a bill or resolution
that is not on the calendar. And a
notion placing a bill or resolution
on or returning a bill or resolution
fromthe suspension calendar that is
not |listed on today's cal endar.

The purpose of this notion
Is to provide the public with notice
concerni ng possi bl e actions by
Council that arose too late to be
i ncluded on the cal endar that was

publ i shed prior to today's session.
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( Seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: It has
been noved and properly seconded
that the legislative mtters stated
by Counci | menber Majority Leader
Kat heri ne G | nore-Ri chardson nmay be
added to the agenda for today shoul d
those matters arise during this
course of Council session.

Al favor will signify by
sayi ng aye. Those opposed? The
ayes have it and the notion carries.

The Chair w |l dispense
with the regul ar order of business
to recogni ze the guests and visitors
joining us in chanbers this norning.

On behalf of all nenbers of
Cty Council, I'"ll welconme you to
our Council session. W appreciate
you taking the tine to join us as we
attend to the legislative affairs of
our great city and certainly invite
you to come again.

the Chair recognizes
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Majority Leader Katherine G I nore-
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very nuch, Council President.

As many of you know, |'ma
very proud, two-tinme alumi of West
Chester University of Pennsyl vani a,
earni ng a bachel ors of arts degree
and political science and a nasters
of science degree in public
adm ni strati on.

During ny tinme there as a
student, | was actively engaged on
canmpus co-foundi ng the organi zati on
that at that tinme we called Sistas
United, which is now called Sisters
United. And further devel oping the
| eadership skills and civic-m nded
val ues that continue to guide ne
t oday.

Today | amexcited to
wel cone a group of 17 students here,

representing ny bel oved al mra mater
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West Chester University. Qur guest
are students of Professor Sally
Lawt on's urban politics class, and
they are also joined by their
teachi ng assistant WIIiam Bosch.

| had the privilege of
neeti ng Professor Lawton when |
presented at the Ruby Jones
conference on race, social justice
and civic | eadership at West Chester
Uni versity this fall.

And for your know edge,
Ruby Jones was al so a charter nenber
of Zeta Phi Beta, |ncorporated,
Epl i son Onmega Zeta Chapter of which
| enj oy nenbership.

Today they are here to
| earn about politics and civics and
action. And I also want to take
speci al note of one of the students
in the class who is Council man Juan
Tafolla. He's a council nenber from
t he borough of Kenneth Square in

Chester County. He is the youngest
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counci | menber of the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a.

So we wel cone the
Counci | menber and all of the
students, Professor Lawton and
t eachi ng assisting Bosch to
Phi | adel phia Gty Council. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: Wl cone
to Gty Council. The Chair
recogni zes Rue Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU

Thank you so nuch, Counci l
President. | just wanted to take
one second to introduce people, two
speci al guest we have today. The
first is Iryna Mazur, the honorary
counci | of Ukraine. And the second
iIs the very owmn Mark Segal, the
publ i sher of PGN. Happy anniversary
PGN.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: Wl cone
to Gty Council. Always good to see

you, mark
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the Chair recognizes
Dr. Anthony Phillips.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:

Counci | President, thank
you so much for recognizing ne.

Al so, good norning
everyone. | just wanted to quickly
wel cone sonmeone who just wal ked in
today. It is our director of Cean
& Green, Carlton Wllians, for his
I ncredi bl e service over the past
coupl e of weeks with our snow
emer gency.

And | want Phil adel phia to
know that it was a chal |l engi ng
storm but Carlton rose to the
occasion and he's going to keep
getting better and better years to
cone. And | liken his departnent to
the Chicago Bulls. Every year they
find a way to get better and better,
and that's why to ne they're the
best departnent in the city. So

t hanks so nuch.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT: | think
he's saying that because he's from
Nor t hwest Phi | adel phia and we see
t he Comm ssi oner of Parks & Recs
here as well. So can we acknow edge
her as well? Sue Sl awson, wel cone
to Council. Al the great things
you' re doing out at Parks &
Recreati on.

Thank you, Carlton
WIillianms. W appreciate your hard
wor k and dedi cation. And also for
al ways picking up the phone call,
answering the text nessages. |
texted himlast night, need sone
help wth snow renoval. He
responded. Junped on top of it. So
we thank you for your |eadership as
well, sir.

The next order of business
at this tinme will be presentations.
And the Chair recognizes Majority
Leader Katherine G | nore-Ri chardson

who w Il present a resolution on ny
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behal f, honoring and recogni zi ng and
congratulating Irv Randolf for his
retirenent after 31 years of

di sti ngui shed service to the ol dest
Africa Anerican newspaper in the
United States, the Philadel phia
Tribune and for his |asting
contribution to journalismand the
city of Phil adel phi a.

WIIl Irv Randolf and those
who acconpanyi ng hi m pl ease join
Majority Leader Ri chardson at the
podi um

Joining himw !l be the
foll owi ng individuals:

Counci | menber Dr. Ant hony
Phil l'i ps, Council nmenber Jam e
Gaut hi er, Counci | menber Rue Landau,
Counci | menber Lozada, Counci | menber
Kendra Brooks, Council nmenber Jim
Harrity, Council nenber N chol as
O Rour ke, Counci | menber M ke
Driscoll and Council nenber Dr. Nina
Ahmad.
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COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much, Council President. It is
certainly our hunble honor and
privilege to present this resolution
on your behalf today honoring the

I nconparable, Irv Randolf of the

Phi | adel phia Tri bune. Let's give

hi ma round of appl ause.

So today we present a
resol uti on honoring and
congratulating Irv Randolf for his
requi rement after 31 years of
di sti ngui shed service to the
Phi | adel phia Tri bune and his | asting
contributions to journalismand the
entire city of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:

Wher eas, the Phil adel phia
was founded in 1884 and the ol dest
conti nuously published African
Aneri can newspaper in the United
States, serving as a trusted and

vital voice of black communities in
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Phi | adel phi a and:
COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Whereas, Irvin Randol f was
raised in North Phil adel phia and
graduat ed from Franklin Learni ng
Center where founded the high
school s newspapers, |aying the
foundation for his lifelong
dedi cation to reporting and:
COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU:
Whereas, M. Randol f
pursued his passion for journalism
at Penn State before transferring to
Tenple University, Go OMs, where he
earned his journalismdegree and
hel p found the student magazi ne
Front Line and:
COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:
Whereas, in the early
1990s, M. Randolf joined the
Phi | adel phia Tri bune as nmanagi ng
editor bringing a clear editorial
m ssion to chanpion truth,

accountability and anplification of
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bl ack voices. A m ssion he upheld
wWwth integrity for over three
decades and:

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCOKS:

Wher eas, throughout his
tenure, M. Randolf navigated the
evol ving nedi a | andscape with vision
enbracing digital first strategies
whi | e strengtheni ng the newspapers
print and online journalism
ensuring his stories reached and
enpowered a grow ng and di verse
audi ence and:

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:

Wher eas, under his
| eadership the Phil adel phia Tri bune
continued to spotlight the real
lives and acconplishnents of
everyday people in the bl ack
communi ty, chall enged negative
portrayals and hel d those in power
account abl e and:

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE,

Whereas, M. Randol f has
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acted as a nmentor and buil der of
future generations of journalists
gui di ng countl ess young
prof essi onal s who have gone on to
di sti ngui shed careers at nmjor
national outlets and:

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:

Wher eas, anong the
remar kabl e nonments in his career,
M. Randolf reported on
transformative gl obal events
i ncluding traveling to South Africa
during Nel son Mandel a's transition
fromincarceration. And conducting
an extensive interview with then
Senat or Barack Obama and:

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:

Whereas, after 31 years of
exenplarily service, M. Randolf
wll retire fromhis role as
managi ng editor of the Phil adel phia
Tri bune, effective January 30t h,
2026, |eaving behind a | egacy of

excel l ence and commtnment to
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community journalism now therefore
be it:

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: Resol ved by the Counci l
of the city of Phil adel phia that we
hereby congratulate Irv Randolf on
his retirenent and honor his
out standi ng contributions to
journalismto the Phil adel phi a
Tri bune and to the Phil adel phi a
communi ty. Congratul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: The
Chair recognizes M. Irv Randolf for
remar ks

MR. RANDOLF: Oh, okay. |
wasn't expecting this in terns of
speaking. But | want to thank the
Counci |, Council President.
Kenyatta Johnson, all of the
council. | guess | won't getting
t hose Sunday night calls from
Counci | man President Kenyatta

Johnson. He'll just call nme, Irv, |
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need you to look into this. [|'m
i ke okay, Council man.

But 1"mjust really
appreci ative of this honor and thank
you. That's all | have to say.

Just thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thank
you.

Council will be at ease.

(Counci | at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: At next
order of business is comrunications.
The chair request that the sergeant-
at-arns deliver the nessages from
the Mayor to the chief clerk.

WIll the chief clerk read
t he nmessages fromthe Mayor and any
ot her communi cations in her
possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nenbers of the Council
of the city of Philadel phia, I'm
submtting herewith for a

consi deration for your honorable
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body the foll ow ng:

An ordi nance authori zing
general ly the continued issuance and
sale by the city of Phil adel phia Gas
Wr ks Revenue note of the city,
prescribing the forns of notes and
providing for their execution and
paynent pledging certain revenues of
the gas works of security, adopting
a rate and covenant and directing
the inposition and col |l ection of
rates and charges sufficient to
conply therewith, prescribing the
condi tions precedent to the issuance
of specific series of notes
i ncluding a resolution passed by the
Bond Comm ttee providing for the
establ i shment of credit support for
note, providing for the designation
of a fiscal agent and a sinking fund
depository, providing for
establishnment of a sinking fund and
I ts managenent, providing renedies

upon default and providing for
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amendnment s and nodi fications.

And an ordi nance
aut hori zing the execution, delivery
and perfornmance by the Phil adel phi a
Facilities Managenent Corporation on
behal f of the Phil adel phia Gas Wrks
of an anended service agreenent with
Transconti nental Pipeline Conpany,
LLC, for gas storage service under
the Transco, WSS open access rate
schedul e.

And a resol ution
aut hori zing the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 3902 and 3906
West G rard Avenue, 3911 through 15
Canbridge Street located in the 3rd
Councilmatic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
t he Phi | adel phi a code.

And a resolution
aut hori zing the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 515 t hrough 33
West Cunberl and Street, 2502, 2504,
2506, 2508, 2511 through 21, 2543
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Stated Meeting

through 51 North Fairhill Street,
2506 through 22, 2524, 2526, 2534
through 42 North Reed Street |ocated
the 7th Councilmatic District in
accordance with the terns of Chapter
16- 700 of the Phil adel phi a code.

Counci | President, there
are no further comrunications in ny
possessi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thank
you very nmuch. The nessages w || be
printed in the journal.

The next order of business
Is the introduction of bills and
resol utions.

The Chair recogni zes
Dr. Anthony Phillips.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President. |
have no bills and resolutions for
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thank
you very much. The Chair recogni zes

Maj ority Leader Council nenber
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Stated Meeting

Kat heri ne G | nore-Ri chardson.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you, Council
President. Today | offer three
bills and three privil eged
resolutions. Three bills and one
privileged resolution on your behalf
and two privileged resolutions on
behal f of Council nenber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thank
you very much. Wuld the chief
clerk please read the titles of the
bills and resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zing generally the continued
I ssuance and sale by the city of
Phi | adel phi a Gas Wrks revenue note
of the city, prescribing the forns
of note and providing for their
execution and paynent pledging
certain revenue of Gas Wrks as
security, adopting a rate covenant
and directing the inposition and

col l ection of rates and charges
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Stated Meeting

sufficient to conply therewth,
prescribing the conditions
precedents to the issuance of
specific series of notes, including
a resolution passed by the Bond
Comm ttee providing for the
establishnment of credit support for
notes, providing for designation of
fiscal agent and sinking fund
depository, providing for
establishnment of a sinking fund and
i ts managenent, providing renedies
upon default and providing for
amendnments and nodi fications.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: Thi s
bill will be referred to the
appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance aut horizing the execution,
delivery and perfornmance by the
Phi | adel phia Facilities Managenent
Cor porati on on behal f of
Phi | adel phi a Gas Works of an anended

service agreenment with
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Stated Meeting

Transconti nental Gas Pipeline
Conpany, LLC, for gas storage
servi ces under trans code WSS open
access rate schedul e.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thi s
bill will be referred to the
appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance aut hori zing and directing
t he changing of the nanme from
NovaCare Way to Eagl es \Way.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: This
bill wll be referred to the
appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privil eged resolution recognizing
and cel ebrating the Phil adel phia
Heritage and Phil a- Montco branches
of the association for the study of
African American |ife and history.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: This
resolution will be placed on today's
final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
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privileged resol ution honoring the

| eadershi p and service of Troy
Prichette for his unwavering

comm tnent to spiritual enpowernent,
comrunity outreach and restorative
justice in the city of Phil adel phia
recognition of Black H story Month.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: Thi s
resolution wll be placed on today's
final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring
Pastor Rob Harrison of New Journey
Christian Center and cel ebrating the
vital role of faith |eaders in
shapi ng, uplifting and strengthening
the Germant own conmunity and the
city of Philadelphia in recognition
of Black H story Month.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thi s
resolution will be placed on today's
final passage cal endar.

The Chair recogni zes

Counci | renber Jam e Gaut hi er.
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COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Good norning, Council President.
Today | have one bill and one
non-privil eged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thank
you very nmuch. WII the chief clerk
pl ease read the title of the bill
and resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zi ng Mukash Kumar Pat el
owner and operator of the news stand
at the northwest corner of 34th
Street and Convention Avenue and
G vic Center Boulevard, to
construct, use and maintain conduits
i n, under and across the northwest
corner of 34th Street and Convention
Avenue and Civic Center Boul evard
for the purposes of supplying
el ectrical service to said news
stand, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: Thi s

bill will be referred to the
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Stated Meeting

appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zing the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 3902 and 3906
West G rard Avenue. 3911 through 15
Canbridge Street, located in the 3rd
Councilmatic District, in accordance
with the termof Chapter 16-700 of
t he Phi |l adel phi a code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: This
resolution wll be placed on the
final passage cal endar for
consi deration at the next session of
Counci | .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber 1sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOMAS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President. Good
nmor ni ng, col | eagues. Good norni ng,
to the listening public. Nothing
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thank

you very nuch.
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The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Good
nmorni ng, M. President, colleagues.
| have no resolutions or bills
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thank
you t he.

The Chair recogni zes Rue
Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU.
Thanks agai n, Council President. |
have two privileged resolutions and
one non-privil eged.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thank
you very much. WII the chief clerk
pl ease read the titles of the
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring Ukrainian
organi zati ons in Philadel phia for
their service to Ukrainian-

Ameri cans, Ukrainian refugees and

t he broader Phil adel phia community.
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Stated Meeting

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: This
resolution will be placed on today's
final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
congratul ati ng Phil adel phia Gay News
on the distinguished occasion of its
50t h Anniversary in Phil adel phia.
Serving as Phil adel phia's | ongest
runni ng LGBTQ+ publication and
serving as a vital independent voice
t hat advances equality, visibility
and communi ty.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  This
resolution wll be placed on today's
final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resolution calling on
the United States Departnent of
Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent, HUD,
to expand i nvestnents into evidenced
based sol utions to address
homel essness that is pernanent

supportive housi ng and condemni ng
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Stated Meeting

the significant inpact cuts to
funding wll have on Phil adel phia's
residents, nunicipal services and
exacer bate our ongoi ng housi ng
crisis.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thi s
resolution wll be placed on the
final passage cal endar for
consi deration at the next session of
Counci I .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President. |
have one non-privileged resol ution
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thank
you very nmuch. WII the chief clerk
pl ease read the title of the
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zing the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 515 to 33 West
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Cunberl and Street, 2502, 2504, 2506,
2508, 2511 through 21, 2543 through
51 North Fairhill Street, 2506
t hrough 22, 2524, 2526, 2534 through
42 North Reed Street, located in the
7th Councilmatic District in
accordance of the terns of Chapter
16- 700 of the Phil adel phi a code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: Thi s
resolution wll be placed on the
final passage cal endar for
consi deration at the next session of
Counci | .

The Chair recogni zes
Jeffrey J. Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG Good
norning, M. President. No bills or
resol ution today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thank
you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCOKS:

Thank you, Council President. |
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have one privil eged and one
non-privileged resolution to read
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: W |
the chief clerk please read the
title of the resolutions.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution cel ebrating and honori ng
Vashti DuBois, Val Gay, Facetta
Garri son- G eene, and the black wonen
who are | eaders of culture and art
in the city and devote their lives
to inproving the arts and culture of
Phi | adel phia on the occasi on of
Bl ack Hi story Mont h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: This
resolution wll be placed on today's
final passage cal endar.

For a nonent of personal
privilege, Menber Brooks, could you
ask your guests to stand for a round
of appl ause, please, for joining us
t oday?

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCOKS:
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Stated Meeting

Yes. Can | ask the wonen
t hat have been honored today to
pl ease stand so we can give you a
round of appl ause?

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thank
you very much. Welcone to City
Counci | .

At this time | also want to
acknow edge Counci |l nenber Jim

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Thank you, Council President. |
have not hi ng t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thank
you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes chief
cl erk.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resolution calling on
Governor Josh Shapiro and the
Pennsyl vani a General Assenbly to
enact adult use cannabis
| egal i zation in 2026.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: Thi s
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Stated Meeting

resolution wll be placed on the
final passage cal endar for

consi deration at our next session of
Counci | .

The Chair recogni zes
Ni chol as O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Good norni ng and thank you,

M. President | have two privil eged
resolutions to introduce today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thank
you very much. WII the chief clerk
pl ease read the title of the
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recogni zi ng the begi nni ng
of the Lenten season, a sacred
period of reflection, prayer,
fasting and service observed by
mllions of Christians in
Phi | adel phi a and t hroughout the
wor | d.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: Thi s

resolution will be placed on today's
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Stated Meeting

final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zing
and honoring the life of trail
bl azing civil rights | eader,
dedi cat ed public servant and
honoring lifelong activist Reverend
Jessi e Jackson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thi s
resolution will be placed on today's
final passage cal endar and we w ||
take an official vote at the
appropriate tine with a nonent of
si |l ence.

Council man M ke Driscol | .

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:
Good norning, M. President. No
bills or resolution for introduction
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:
Counci | man Mark Squil | a.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President. No bills

or resolution today.
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Stated Meeting

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:
Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Thank
you, Council President. [|I'm
I ntroduci ng one privil eged
resol ution and one non-privil eged
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thank
you very nmuch. WII the chief clerk
pl ease read the title of the
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng Sat urday,
February 21st, 2026, as
| nt ernati onal Mt her Language Day to
honor the brave souls who on this
day in 1952 sacrificed their lives
to retain their right to use their
not her | anguage Bangl a, al so known
as Bangali .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT: This
resolution will be placed on today's
final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
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Stated Meeting

non-privil eged resol ution urging
U.S. Senate neet to opposed the Save
Act and reject any additional
barriers to voter registration.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thi s
resolution will be placed on a final
passage cal endar for consideration
at the next session of Council.

As there are no reports
fromconmmttee today, the next order
of business is the consideration of
t he cal endar.

The Chair recogni zes
Maj ority Leader Katherine G| nore-
Ri chardson for a notion concerning
the bills and resolution on the
second readi ng and final passage
cal endar.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President.

The followng bills and

resolutions are being called up from

t he second readi ng and final passage
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Stated Meeting

cal endars today:

Nos. 251108, 260097,
260099, 250989-A, 251097 and 251098.

The followng bills and
resol utions on the cal endar are
bei ng hel d:

241056, 250768, 250807,
250843, 250917, 2509820, 251025.
241070 i s bei ng anmended.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Thank
you.

Bef ore consi dering these
bills and resolutions we wll
consi der public comment as foll ows:

Your public comment nust
concern matters on the second
readi ng and final passage cal endars
for possible action at today's
Counci | sessi on.

Al'l speakers nust sign up
in order to testify. |If you have
not al ready signed up for today's
session, please do so now by giving

your nane outside the rails to ny
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Stated Meeting

left.

Once you have signed up you
will be called in the order in which
your nane appears on the sign up
sheet. Under | deal circunstances
public commenters each will have
three mnutes to speak, however this
time limt nmay vary from session to
session. Today the tinme [imt wll
be two m nutes.

In order to be fair to all
those wishing to speak, | intend to
hold faithfully to the two m nute
limt. When you begin speaking you
will see a green |ight on the
podium Wen there are 30 seconds
remai ning to your time, the light
will turn yellow, which is your
rem nder to conclude your remarks.

Once two m nutes have past
the light wll turn red and the
sergeant-at-arns will disconnect the
m crophone. At that point please

yield the podiumto the next speaker
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Stated Meeting

i f you haven't already done so.

| also reserve the right
pursuant to our rules of Council to
limt repetitious comment on the
sane subject matter.

| will now ask the chief
clerk to please read the nanme of our
first speaker.

CH EF CLERK: WII Iryna
Masur, Fernando Ramrez and Jereny
Bl at stei n, please nake your way
towards the podi um

MR, KOSYK: Al right.
Good afternoon, Council nmenbers,
di sti ngui shed guests, and nenbers of
our community. M nanme is Kosyk.
|"m proud to stand before you as
second- generati on Ukrai ni an- Aneri can
i n Phil adel phia as president of the
Ukr ai ni an League of Phil adel phi a.
Phi | adel phi a was founded by WIIiam
Penn on a powerful idea that this
city would be a place of refuge,

i berty, and opportunity for people
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Stated Meeting

of all backgrounds.

For generations, UKkrainians
have foll owed that vision. They
cane here seeking freedom and the
chance to build better lives. In
doi ng so, they hel ped create a
strong and vi brant Ukrai ni an
comrunity that continues to
contribute to the culture, cultural
and civic life of the city.
Ukr ai ni an nanes appear in
Phi | adel phia's history as far back
as the Revolutionary War. W are a
part of Philadel phia's story. Like
many immgrant famlies, ny
grandparents took a leap of faith to
come here in search of opportunity.
When they arrived, Ukrainian
conmuni ty organi zati ons hel ped them
find connections, stability, and
bel ongi ng. Because of those
institutions, they were able to
achi eve the Anerican dream

The Ukrai ni an League of
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Stated Meeting

Phi | adel phi a was founded in 1917 and
has served as a social, cultural,
and community hub for nore than a
century. W cel ebrate Ukraini an
culture, support artists and
educators, hel p newconers navi gate
life here in Anerica, and provide a
wel com ng space for comunity and
mut ual support. We also help
sustain the institutions built by
earlier generations, churches,
school s, cultural centers, banks,
and other social clubs. These
institutions reflect WIIliam Penn's
vision: communities hel ping
communities. Recognition fromthe
city of Philadelphia firnms that this
work matters and hel ps ensure these
institutions remain strong for
generations to cone. Phil adel phia
wel coned our grandparents and
because of that, generations after
t hem have been able to contribute,

serve, and call the city honme. W

Page 47

888-893-3767

Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

are grateful to be part of
Phi | adel phia's past, commtted to
Its present, and hopeful for its
future. Thank you-all.

CH EF CLERK: Thank you.

M5. MAZUR:  Good norni ng.
My nane is Iryna Mazur. |'m
Honorary Consul of Ukraine. |
represent WUkraine in Philadel phia
and i n Pennsyl vania. Honorable
Counci | President, Madam
Counci | menber Landau, honorabl e
nmenbers of the Cty Council and
Phi | adel phia Public. It's a
privilege for ne to be here today,
because as we are approaching the
force anniversary of the full-scale
I nvasi on and actual anniversary of
the 12th years of the mlitary
aggr essi on agai nst Ukraine, the
support of our public officials and
t he support of Phil adel phians is
extrenely inportant to us. And as

you see on your desks, | brought
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Stated Meeting

t oday special Ukrainian ribbons for
you. | ask you to have themin your
desk or on your bag as a sign of
conti nuous support of Ukraine
because | have to tell you, |I'm
extrenely grateful to have your
support over all those years. And
sone of you, you know ne for years.
Sonme of you net ne today, but | just
want to tell you thank you.

Mykol a did a great job
I ntroduci ng the Wkraine --
I nformati on about the Ukrainian
community. And I'mglad you learn a
little bit about us, because nostly
you see us with Ukrainian and
Anerican flags standing in support
for Ukrainian Phil adel phia for at
| east four years. And we wll do
again another rally, another march
this Sunday, 22nd, we will begin
fromthe Arch Museum -- Art Miuseum
and we will march to the City Hall.

| invite you to join us.
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And agai n, thank you
Counci | menber for this resol ution.
It means a lot to our comunity.
Your support neans everyt hing.
Thank you and God bl ess Aneri ca.

MR. RAM REZ: (Good nor ni ng.
Good norning and thank you for the
opportunity to be here today.
1,457. 1, 457.

CH EF CLERK: You have to
state your nane.

MR RAM REZ: Sorry.

Fernando Ram rez, Bridges
2030, nonprofit organization based
i n Philadel phia. 1,457 days since
the i nvasion of Ukraine. A painful
rem nder comng up this nonth of a
four-year anniversary since the
atrocities began in that country.
W as a nonprofit based in
Phi | adel phi a, have been supporti ng
and assi sting the Ukrainian
communi ty, and have been benefiting

fromthe graci ousness and support
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fromthe Phil adel phia comunity.
There are several famlies still
arriving, nostly wonen, children and
el derly, that have continue to cone
to the city -- cone to the greater
Phi | adel phi a area, seeking freedom
protection, safety.

| had the opportunity to
visit Ukraine this past August. |
wanted to go to the country and see
t he people that are suffering, but
al so that are showi ng us resilience,
courage, and the ability to sustain
their culture, the comunity, and
their heritage. W as a nonprofit,
uncondi tionally support and stand
with Ukraine. W thank the city of
Phi | adel phi a, we thank the
communi ty, the Ukrainians that have
supported us, but our chall enges
conti nue and we encourage you to
| earn nore about what's -- not only
what's going on, but also how do we

engage in supporting our fell ow
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human beings. | thank you for your
time,

CH EF CLERK: WI Il Jessica
Sul l'ivan, Marta Rubel, Marguerite
Anglin, and Charles Hall, please
make your way toward the podi um

MR, BLATSTEIN. Hello, Cty
Council. M nane is Jereny
Blatstein. |'mhere to tal k about
three different bills today. One is
C ndy Bass's Protect the Dogs Bills.
Geat bill, we need to pass it. Too
much back-yard breeding, protect the
dogs. Secondly, we're tal ki ng about
free speech 260097.

First Arendnent is really
I nportant. Supporting people's
First Amendnent right is very
i nportant. But when the First
Amendnent free speech crosses the
line, we need to tal k about that.
That's what happened in Rittenhouse
Square two weeks ago, right? And we

need to have a better conversation
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about what the city of Phil adel phia
does when that happens. Simlarly,
we need to ban nmasks across the
board, right? Ban the nasks on | CE
agents, on protesters, on everybody.
They -- it's dangerous for everybody
i nvol ved, so ban the masks.

When we're tal king about
free speech, the First Amendnent, |
don't think it's appropriate when a
menber of Philadelphia Cty Council
says to ne, shut the F up and |isten
after | attended a community
neeting, right? | have every right
to go to a conmunity neeting because
we' re tal king about the city of
Phi | adel phia land. So that rhetoric
and that energy towards ne, | don't
think is in the spirit of the First
Amendnent and is totally
I nappropri ate.

Last but not |east, we're
t al ki ng about SEPTA. SEPTA

obviously is struggling this week.
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| nmean, | don't knowif you've --
obvi ously, this body doesn't fully
under st and because they're not
riding it, but your constituents
are, right, and it's not up to par.
It's late, late, late this week. So
SEPTA needs fundi ng, SEPTA needs
support, and we need to call on
Harrisburg to properly give funding
to SEPTA. R de the Ride. Gow
Philly to two-mlli. Thank you.

M5. RUBEL: Good norni ng.
My nane is Marta Rubel, and I'mthe
Soci al Qutreach Director for the
Ukr ai ni an Cat holic Archeparchy. And
| speak on behal f here of the
resol ution honoring Ukrainian
heritage, 1ntroduced by
Counci | menber Landau.

Ukr ai ni ans have been
actively present in the Pennsylvania
and Phil adel phia areas for al nost
150 years. Arriving in the United

States in search of work and a
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better life, these first inmmgrants
fromwhat was then known as the
Austrian Enpire, found work in the
m nes of Shenandoah, M nersville,
Shanokin, and the steel mlls of
Scranton and Wl kes-Barre. The Gty
of Brotherly Love al so wel coned
them They settled here, built
communi ties, established churches,
put down roots, and have --| that
| asted generations. Anong themin
the fourth wave of Ukrai ni an
immgrants were ny own parents, who
cane to the United States after
Wrld War 11 as displaced persons.
Here in Phil adel phia, our
comrunities roots grow deep. The
Archeparchy i s headquartered barely
two mles fromGCty Hall in Northern
Li berties, a nei ghborhood that has
itself wel coned many ways of
I mm grants throughout the centuries.
| dare anyone to drive through that

nei ghbor hood wi t hout noticing the
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gol d done of our cathedral rising
above the rooftops.

As it was 150 years ago and
as it was 80 years ago for ny
parents, Ukrainians in Philadel phia
today are seeking that safety, that
opportunity, and that land, and city
have -- can offer them They cone
here wth the sane resilience, sanme
faith, sanme determ nation that
brought earlier generations here.
And t hrough our work, we endeavor to
provide themw th the security, that
prospect for dignified life, all the
while allow ng themto naintain
their identity. | thank you for
your time. | thank Counci l
President, Council nenber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT  JOHNSON:
Thank you.

M5. ANGLIN.  Good norning,
Counci | menbers. M nane is
Marguerite Anglin. 1'mthe Public

Art Director wwth Creati ve
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Phi | adel phia, the city's office of
Arts and Culture. And |I'm honored
to speak on behalf of our office
today in support of our executive
director and chief cultural officer,
Val Gay, supporting the resolution
honori ng Bl ack wonmen nurturing

cul ture by Council menber Brooks.

In ny role, | have the
privilege of working closely with
Val every day. Yes, she's ny boss,
but nore than that, she's a
col | eague and a nentor. \WWat
I nspires ne nost about Val is her
extraordinary ability to connect
Wi th people. She |eads every
conversation with storytelling, with
encour agenent, and a deep belief in
the power of culture to transform
lives. Val doesn't just nurture
culture, she nurtures people, and
she cultivates rel ationships. And
both are essential for culture to

flourish. Val is tireless, and |
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mean tireless in pursuit of her

vi sion of a Phil adel phia where every
person thrives through the arts.

Her passion for people, for the
city, and for creativity is

I nf ecti ous.

Val understands the power
of the arts to heal, to unite, to
spar k conversation, even around
difficult topics and to create real,
meani ngful encounters that all ow
peopl e across our city to feel seen,
val ued, and connected. |'m deeply
privileged to learn fromher, to
col l aborate with her, and to w tness
the way she nurtures culture in
every space she touches.

On behal f of our office, we
t hank you, Val, for |eading and
Inspiring us every day. W honor
and congratul ate you on this well -
earned recognition fromdGty
Council, a reflection of the

extraordinary care and vision you
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bring to our city. Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: Jessica
Sullivan, if you're still here,
pl ease make your way toward the
podium And could | also have Lynn
Landes, David Al exander Jenkins,
Susan Sl awson, and M chelle Flaner.
Pl ease make your way up.

MR. HALL: Good norni ng.
My nane is Charlie Hall. [|I'm
representing the Anerican Kennel
Cl ub, responsi bl e breeders, and the
concerns of the Kennel C ub of
Phi | adel phia. | appreciate the
opportunity to coment on Bill
250989.

Some have suggested that
responsi bl e breeders just get a
kennel license to be exenpt, but
that is not a workable solution in
Phi | adel phia. First, small-hobby
breeders do not neet the state
| i censing threshold, and the

framewor kK was never designed for
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smal | - hone- based breeders. Second
and critically, it appears
Phi | adel phi a zoni ng does not permt
kennel s in any residenti al
districts. Under Section 146022(D)
uses not listed in the residential
use table are prohibited. Since
kennel s are not l|isted in paragraph
3, they are automatical |y banned.
Additionally, that section confirns
that only listed principle uses are
permtted and unlisted uses |ike
kennels require zoning relief, which
Is typically a variance.

To be clear, the Anerican
Kennel Club is asking this bill to
be tabl ed, so a stakehol der work
group, which shoul d have been step
one, may be established and created
to eval uate actual intake data,
zoni ng constraints, regul atory
capacity, and feasible alternatives
such as zoning exenptions for snmall -

hone- based breeders and cl ear
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appropri ate state guidelines,
targeted expanded, | ow cost spay
neut er, and stronger enforcenent of
exi sting cruelty negligent and

nui sance laws, to name a few. It
shoul d be noted that cities such as
Los Angel es have passed sim |l ar bans
and have not seen significant
benefits in their shelters and

medi a's reports have highlighted
many irresponsi bl e breeders still
operating in that city.

Wor ki ng toget her, we can
stop the flow fromirresponsible
breeders and inprove animal welfare
and fewer dogs ending in
Phi | adel phia's shelters. The
question is how to achi eve that goal
in awy that is effective, fair,
and | egally sound. Phil adel phia
deserves solutions that work in
practice, not on paper. Thank you
for this opportunity to provide

conment .
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CH EF CLERK: Thank you.
Qui et pl ease.

M5. LANDES: Good nor ni ng.
"' m Lynn Landes of Phillies
Republ i can Network. And | oppose
the resolution that accuses the
Departnment of Justice of politically
persecuting Jerone Ri chardson and
violating his First Amendnent
rights, because no right is
absol ute. The Pennsyl vania ACLU
states that we can exercise our
speech rights "On any private
property where the owner gives
perm ssion, and in any areas open to
the public, such as streets,
si dewal ks, town squares or parks."
No one, not protestors or nenbers of
the press, has a First Amendnent
right to barge into a church and
confront church nenbers.

What if M. R chardson
barged into the Gty Council neeting

with a bunch of activists scream ng
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in your face? Wuld you hail him as
a hero then? | think not. So it is
di scouragi ng that Philadel phia Gty
Council, once again is treating the
violators like victins. And it is
pai nful to see Cty Council nenbers,
sone of whom have | aw degrees,
continue to support open borders and
Phi | adel phia as a sanctuary city,
whi | e not once acknow edgi ng t hat
immgration law and its enforcenent
is a federal right, not the city's
or the state's, nor has Gty Council
expressed concern about the soaring
costs to taxpayers because of

illegal immgrants, or the untold
nunbers of Anerican citizens who've
|l ost their jobs to illegal
immgrants, or the people who have
been injured or killed at the hands
of illegal immgrants. |nstead,
Gty Council seens to be stuck in
the clutches of sone sort of reverse

victim psychol ogy, where irrational
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enpat hy for the perpetrator
prevails. M. Richardson is not
being politically persecuted; he's
bei ng appropriately prosecuted by
t he Departnent of Justice for
vi ol ating church nenbers’
constitutional right to peacefully
exercise their religious freedom
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l nenber
Rue Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU
Thank you, Council President. |
just wanted to say a qui ck note.
First of all, | think we could use a
constitutional [aw 101 cl ass here,
because | think sone people are
m srepresenting our First Amendnent.
And second, | just want to tell our
guests here today, as |'ve conti nued
to hear week after week, we have

very few people who stand up and say
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things that are very offensive to
many of us. But they -- it happens,
and because everyone has a right to
their free speech, we let them
speak. But | want the guests here
today to know that those -- the
nmessage you just heard is not held
by those of us on Council. That
hat eful speech is not sonething that
we carry or that we support, and
that's ny nessage to you.
MR, JENKI NS:
M. President, nmenbers and guests of
the chanber, | rise in strong
supportive Resol ution 260097, as
present ed by Council menber Gaut hi er.
CH EF CLERK: Quiet please.
Qui et pl ease.
MR JENKINS: W start
again? Sorry. I'Ill start again.
M. President, David
Al exander Jenkins, nenbers in
Council and guests, | rise in strong

support of Resol ution 260097, as
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present ed by Council menber Gaut hier.
Standing in a sort of pulpit that
exenplifies its very intent, we
gather in a Phil adel phia, which is
for many accol ades, is not known for
whi spering particularly when it the
subject at hand is Liberty. Liberty
first spoken into existence in this
Anerica and defined into | aw by a
body not so dissimlar to the one
before nme. A body who decl ared and
demanded in fact chanbers just seven
bl ocks away from here that
gover nnent woul d not, could not
sil ence the governed. The Anerican
First Amendnent was not on an
afterthought; it was not a m stake;
It was a foundation -- foundational
point to the nore perfect union that
we are struggling at present to
keep.

Counci | menber Landau,
pl ease permt nme, if | may, to

remnd Ms. Landes and the body that

Page 66

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

Congress shall nmake no | aw abri dgi ng
the freedom of speech or of the
press. It shall not renove the
ri ght of the people peaceably to
assenbly or to petition the
governnent for a redress of
grievances. Benjam n Franklin
rem nds us that whoever woul d
overflow liberty in a nation nust
begi n by subdui ng the freeness of
speech. Subduing the freeness of
speech, that is the line in the
sand.

The First Amendnent does
not protect confortable speech; it
protects inconveni ence speech. It
does not protect popul ar speech, but
rather that the unsettling of the
very bodi es of power who
Institutionalize sentinments into
law. It protects the |one voice,
t he di scerning voice, the
mul tilingual voice, the accented

voi ce, the abolitionists, the
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suffragi sts, the | abor organizer,
the civil rights marcher, the LGBTQ
protestor at Stonewall, even the
slightly verbose ranblings of one
Davi d Al exander Jenkins before you
t oday.

My friends, it protects
Jerone Richardson. [|f the federal
governnment may target, intimdate,
or politically prosecute protesters
for exercising these rights, then we
are not nerely debating policy, we
are testing whether the promse is
made here in Phil adel phi a stand.
This resolution is not witten in
partnership, but rather in
principle. If we, if we the
bi rt hpl ace of the Constitution
remain silent when the First
Amendnent i s threatened, then we
portray the very ink that was set to
parchnment here 250 years ago. In
this city, that must not stand.

CH EF CLERK: Thank you.
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M5. SLAWSON:  Good nor ni ng,
Est eem Counci | President Johnson,
and honor abl e Counci | nrenbers, and
di stingui shed guests. It is with
I mrense pride and profound respect
that we convened this norning. And
|"mparticularly honored to
cel ebrate the inval uable
contributions and extraordi nary
achi evenents of Black wonen within
the city of Philadel phia. Thank
you, Council nenber Brooks, for this
I nportant resol ution, acknow edgi ng
t hese powerful wonen.

Three Phi |l adel phia Bl ack
wonen making history in real tine,
creative visionaries who |I've had
t he pl easure of working and
col | aborating with under Myor
Parker's adm ni stration: Vashti
DuBoi s, Val Gay, and Facetta G eene,
t hank you for your hard work.

Their | eadership,

resilience, and unwaveri ng
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) ) ) Page 70
dedi cati on have enriched every facet

of our city. And what a nonent, not
only just during Black H story
nmonth, but this is a historic year.
As the city prepares to wel cone the
wor |l d, they have the responsibility
in their own respective areas to
ensure that the city's rich history
of culture, talent, and creativity
takes center stage. They have
devoted their lives to nmaking sure
Phi | adel phia's arts, nusic, cultural
spirit are not only visible but
val ued.

Val Gay, chief cultural
officer, Creative Philadelphia, is a
creative visionary who noves with
I ntention and understands the
I nportance of our culture. She has
broken barriers, chanpion progress.
Was that ny tinme? OCkay. And
I nspires generations throughout her
tireless, effortless, and visionary

spirit. Philadelphia is preparing
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to host nore than a mllion visitors
and Val has hel ped ensure we are not
just event ready; we are culturally
gr ounded.

Facetta G eene. Facetta
G eene is the facilities director
for the Dell Miusic Center. Yeah.

Presi dent Johnson, can |
ask Facetta G eene to stand?

Facetta, would you stand,
pl ease?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JCOHNSON:
Yes.

M5. SLAWEON: So | was
charged in 2008 to revitalize the
Dell. Facetta Greene has been the
one person that has been there by ny
side. She pointed out that we
didn't know what we were doing, and
she found classes. W went -- we
went to classes in another state to
figure out how to manage the Dell
Music Center. And Faye is we -- her

nane's Facetta, we call her Faye.
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|" m struggling saying Facetta. So
she is protecting the | egacy at the
Dell Music Center as a director.
Yeah. She's protecting the | egacy.
And we continue to do the work
together. The Dell comunity in its
own right is Black Hi story,

Phi | adel phia Bl ack history. The
experi ences Faye and the teamthat
she has, they've created, and the
music, it's echoed throughout
gener ati ons.

Under Faye's direction, the
space has remai ned a hone for
excel l ence, a stage for culture, and
a rem nder that our stories deserve
anplification. Each of themin
their owmn -- her own right. She
shaped Phil adel phia's cul ture,
heart beat, and expanded space for
bl ack stories and a historic year
with the world watching. Thank you
for being a renmarkabl e | eader, Faye,

and for paving the way for others to
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follow Just so you know, the Dell
Music Center is the only facility
run by Black wonen in this United
States. Faye and | have been doi ng
it since 2010. The only facility.
Thank you, Faye, for carrying the
t orch.

CH EF CLERK: Coul d Regi na
Vaughn, Karen WII|ians, Ashley
M skovi ch, and John MAul ey, please
make your way toward the podi um

M5. FLAMER  Good norni ng,
Counci | President Johnson, and
esteened nenbers of Gty Council.
My nane is Mchelle Flaner, and |'m
a proud nenber of the Phil adel phia
Heritage Branch of the Association
for the Study of African Anmerican
Life and H story, also known as
ASALH. | express gratitude and
appreciation for Gty Council's
support of ASALH  Anerica 250
cannot be cel ebrated i n Phil adel phi a

unl ess we have a full and honest
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retelling of our conplex history,
whi ch includes the stories of the
ni ne wonen, nen and chil dren,

ensl aved by George and Martha
Washi ngton, just a few bl ocks away
at 6th and Market.

Organi zations |i ke ASALH,
founded by Carter G Wodson, nore
than 100 years ago stand at the
forefront of truth telling. Your
conti nued support and vigilance is
deeply appreci ated as we enbrace the
entirety of Anerican history. And
can tell you right at this nonent,
the panel s are being put back up at
6t h and Market .

M5. VAUGHN: Thank you,
everyone. |'m Regi na Vaughn, the
presi dent of the Phil adel phia
Heritage Branch of ASALH, the
Associ ation for the Study of African
Anerican Life and H story. W wll
be cel ebrating our 99th year on

Novenber the 11th, 2027. And |
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wanted to start with ny remarks.
Thi s occasion marks the first tine
t hat the Phil adel phia solid branches
returns to Gty Council chanbers
since 2026. At that tinme, we were
supported by fornmer Council woman at
| arge, Bl ondell Reynol ds Brown, and
our current Council Wnan at |arge,
Kat heri ne G | nore-Ri chardson.

| would like to briefly
note that the |ongstandi ng support
for the Mayor's office, for the
Associ ation for the Study of Negro
Life and History. In 1924, the
mayor at that tinme supported the
branch | eadership during the early
years when we were known as Negro
Hi story clubs. One of the | eaders
was artist Laura Weel er Waring, who
represented Phil adel phia's
comm tnment to negro history
education. The mayor sent
Ms. Waring to a neeting at

Pennsyl vani a Associ ati on of Teachers
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of Colored Children. Let that
marinate. Since that tine,

Phi | adel phi a has hosted six of solid
nati onal conferences, beginning in
1924 and nost recently in 1995 when
the flagship Marriott opened, or
paying tribute to the Tribune that
was here. The 2016 was a suppl enent
I n Sunday's Tribune, 100 years of
Negro history and 50 years of Negro
hi story week of 50 years of Bl ack

Hi story nont h.

Now Dr. Carl G  Wodson
said in March, 1950, before his
deat h, no study, consequently, no
cel ebration. His vision was never
limted to a nonth. He insisted
that Bl ack history be studied year-
round because it's Anmerican history.
The principle still stands today.

M5. WLLIAMS: Good
nor ni ng, everyone. M nane is Karen
WIlliams. |I'ma school district

enpl oyee, a school adm nistrator,
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and | stand here today as the Phil a-
Mont co branch president of ASALH. |
first want to extend sincere

appreci ation for the Council
President, as well as all the
Counci | co-sponsors for recognize
the i nportance of this work, and for
their continued | eadership in
uplifting African Anerican history
in our city.

At this time, when there
are federal efforts that threaten to
mnimze or erase critical parts of
our shared history, Phil adel phia
must stand firmly on the side of
truth. The preservation and
interpretation of the President's
house site rem nds us that freedom
and ensl avenent coexisted at the
nation's founding, and that telling
the full story requires courage and
commtnment. Organizations |Iike ours
along with the ASALH Freedom School

that was in a collaboration with the
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Mot her Bet hel AME Church, under the
hi storic | eadership of Reverend
Carol yn Kavanis, who is by the way
the first fenal e pastor, are

st andi ng unapol ogetically for
historical truth and community
educati on and intergenerational
enpower nent .

Qur branches provide
geneal ogy resources, culturally-
groundi ng program and professional
devel opnent, youth education, and
st eadf ast advocacy for preservation.
W urge City Hall to take bold and
nmeani ngful action by this way:
Nunmber one, formally comenorate the
Phi | adel phia's Heritage branch
upcom ng centenni al cel ebration as
you hear in 2027.

And we need to allocate
sustai ned funding for preservation
initiatives such as freedom school s
and communi ty-based hi storical

prograns. W shoul d conti nue
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expandi ng support for historical
mar kers, projects, and accurate
interpretation of sites like the
President's House, and establish an
ongoi ng advi sory partnership with
bot h branches to safeguard African
Anmerican history in policy education
as well as public spaces. And
| astly, we need you to publicly
affirmthe city's commtnent to
protect truthful, conprehensive
hi storical narratives in the face of
efforts to distort or erase them
Thank you for your support.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

M5. M SKOVI CH:  CGood
af ternoon, Council President,
menbers of Council. M nane is
Ashl ey M skovich. |'mhere on
behal f of the G eater Philadel phia
Chanber of Conmerce today in support
of Bill Nunmber 251097. | first want

to thank Council nmenber Phillips for
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Page 80
hi s thoughtful and neasured
approach. This |egislation does not
broadly penalize responsible
retailers, nor does it |ayer
unnecessary penalties or
requi renents for businesses that are
al ready conplying with existing
rules. Instead, it focuses on those
who consistently disregard the | aw.
That distinction is inportant. Law
abi di ng busi nesses shoul d not be
pl aced at a conpetitive di sadvant age
because ot hers choose to ignore the
rules. This bill reinforces
accountability w thout inposing
undue burden on businesses that are
doing the right thing.

W al so recogni ze the
broader conmmunity benefit,
addressing illegal sales to underage
yout h supports heal thi er outcones
for young people. In addition, the
educati on and training conponent
enphasi zes correction and
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prevention, giving businesses a
clear path to cone back into
conpl i ance rather than sinply

puni shing them In our view, Bill
Nunmber 251097 strikes the right

bal ance: protecting youth,
supporti ng nei ghborhood stability,
and ensuring fairness in the

mar ket pl ace wi t hout creating
uni nt ended consequences for
responsi bl e owners. And for those
reasons, we're happy to support this
bill today. Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: WI | Samant ha
Craven, Jacob Zychi ck, Stephanie
Arbetina, and Penny Ellison, please
make your way toward the podi um

State your nane for the
record. You got two m nutes.

MR, MCAULEY: Good norni ng,
everybody. My nane is John Allante
McAuley. |I'mwth a grassroots
organi zation called Flip Philly Red.

We are here to bring you sonething
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di fferent because you've been voting
Denocrat for the Mayor's office for
the past 70 years. In regards to
Jerone Richardson, his First
Amendnent right was not vi ol at ed.

In fact, he commtted a federal
crime, nanely the Face Act, which
protects access to places of
religious places and from
interference and obstruction. He

al so conmmtted a conspiracy act,

whi ch plot -- which he plotted to
deprive people of practicing
religion and church service. So his
First Amendnent was not viol at ed.
This conspiracy act is also called
the KKK Act. It deprived fromthe
Enf orcenent Act, which actually cane
from a Republican president by the
name of Uysses S. Gant. The
reason why he had to put this in
here is because the Ku Kl ux Kl an,

whi ch cane fromthe Denocrat party

was using force and intimdation to
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stop Bl ack Anericans from voti ng.

You guys, every single one
of you, violated ny First Amendnent
two weeks ago when you-all cut ny
mc short. And you-all want to sit
up here and cry for Jerone
Ri chardson. You guys are worried
about what's going on with Tanpon
Timin Mnnesota, when we got
probl ens here in Phil adel phia that
you need to be worried about. This
is asilly resolution. That | saw
nanmes |i ke co-sponsored on there,
Presi dent Kenyatta, Jam e CGauthier,
Kendra Brooks, goofy. Every single
one of you, goofy. W got a
Phi | adel phi a school district that
ranks at the bottom 22 percent in
the entire Pennsylvania. Yeah, turn
your back.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch, sir.

Next speaker, please,

approach the podi um
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M5. CRAVEN. Good norni ng,
Counci | menbers. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak. M nane is
Sammi Craven. |'mthe advocate from
New Jersey that cane to speak | ast
week on behalf of Bill 250989. 1've
been hel pi ng Phil adel phia ani mal s
for years indirectly and directly.
| network in over 30 tri-state
onl i ne networking groups create free
shar eabl e graphi cs highlighting ACCT
Philly's tinmestanp dogs. | have
transported and |I've even adopted
fromACCT Philly nyself. So when |
speak about the system | speak
about Iived invol venent, not theory.

Phi | adel phia's current
animal welfare policy is ineffective
and infrastructure and prevention
have not kept pace with intake.
Despite what the Kennel C ub
constituent stated earlier, which
rem nder breedi ng equal s noney, the

city has vacant buildings and | ots
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that already neet zoning
requi renments for |ifesaving use,
I ncl udi ng war ehouse style properties
and areas in South and North
Phi | adel phi a, yet those spaces
remai n unused while ACCT Philly
operate -- operates beyond capacity,
whi ch | ast year surpassed 20, 000
I nt akes, which is one of the | argest
I ntake nunbers in the country.

QG her districts where |arge
I ndoor spaces coul d be repurposed
for intake, diversion, foster
coordi nation, or conmunity vet
clinics remain vacant despite city
codes that allow themto be used in
this crisis. | have a hel pful
handout of zone-conpliant properties
for the Council to explore in
parallel with preventative
| egislation like Bill 250989
afterwards, if you would |ike that.
If the city cannot nobilize existing

zone conpliance space to expand

Page 85

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

l'ifesaving infrastructure, the |east
the city can do is support Bill
250989, which directly addresses one
of the main drivers of shelter
over cr owdi ng.

Zoo, Blue, Sky, Luna,
Chri stabel, John, Marston, King,
Cheese, Burrito, were the dogs that
wer e eut hani zed this week. And
M. Muxino, Stella, Tina, Storm
Beans, Anelia, Keanu, Chi, Tally,
Cl arabelle, and Muffin are al so on
the tinmestanp list. So they don't
have a voice, but you do. So |
strongly suggest that you vote yes
on Bill 250989.

CH EF CLERK: Thank you.

MR ZYCHI CK: Jacob Zychi ck
wth the American Heart Associ ation.
Heart di sease remains the | eading
cause of death in Phil adel phia, and
snoki ng plays a significant role in
that. Nearly one-third of deaths

fromcoronary heart di sease are
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attri buted to snoking and secondhand
snmoke. Thanks to the great work
that a I ot of us have done in this
city, the traditional cigarette use
has fallen to its lowest level in
decades, yet there are still many
chal | enges and concerns that renain.
The American Heart Association is
deeply concerned about the high
preval ence of e-cigarette use anong
youth in Phil adel phia. As 38
percent have tried e-cigarettes and
19 percent currently use.

Each year, the tobacco
i ndustry sells nore than $300
mllion worth of their deadly
products in our city. And research
has shown that nost teens initiate
t obacco use with flavored products,
whi ch are intentionally designed to
appeal to young people and are often
m st akenly is perceived as | ess
harnful. Snoking remains the nost

prevent abl e cause of death and
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disability in our country. The
Tobacco Retailer and Conpliance
Ordi nance, introduced by
Counci | menber Phillips, will help in
strengt hen Phil adel phia's
enforcenent efforts to curb tobacco
use, reduce use access to these
products, and inprove retailer
accountability. W'd |like to thank
Counci | menber Phillips and all
Phi | adel phia Cty Council, and have
a great day and happy Heart Mont h.
M5. ARBETI NA:  Good
nmor ni ng, Council|l President Johnson,
and nenbers of Cty Council.
St ephani e Arbetina, Vul nerable Youth
Policy Director with Children First.
| n support of Resolution 251108 and
Ordi nance 251098 regarding the
per manent establishnment of the
of fice of the Youth Orbudsperson.
Four years ago, Counci l
hel d hearings on the dangers faced

by children in institutional
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settings, including years of

physi cal, enotional, and sexual
abuse. Existing oversight systens,

| argely at the state level, failed
to recogni ze patterns of harm and
intervene in tine to prevent inter
-- irreversi ble damage. Mayor Kenny
then established the Ofice of the
Yout h Onbudsperson by executive
order, an inportant step toward
protecting Phil adel phia youth. The
O O provides children in residenti al
pl acenents and their famlies wth
an i ndependent direct place to voice
concerns about their care. Since
its launch in 2023, the O O has been
able to respond to youth conpl aints,
share information with city

agenci es, and oversee

I nvestigations, ensure youth and
parents understand their rights and
I ssue public reports on systemc

i ssues facing children In placenent.

We hope to see the office expand its
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i npact in the com ng years.

We're grateful that the
Par ker Adm ni stration has supported
the continuation of the OO s work,
but by their nature, executive
orders are tenporary; our children's
safety should not be. That is why
we support efforts to make the OO a
permanent office in the city of
Phi | adel phia. On any given day,
nore than 430 Phil adel phia youth are
residing in congregate facilities
across the child wel fare, behavi oral
heal th, and juvenile justice
systens. Mst housed outside the
city, many of themfar fromtheir
famlies. The risks to themare
real and ongoing. Since 2024,
dozens of |awsuits have been filed
al | egi ng abuse i n Pennsyl vani a
facilities. Facilities have been
cited for failing to report
suspected abuse. Investigative

reporting has docunented viol ence
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agai nst youth and care. Most of
these children are chil dren of
col or, nmeaning they are especially
vul nerable to harm It is the
city's responsibility to ensure that
the children in its care are safe in
facilities, making the office of the
Yout h Onbudsper son pernanent, hel ps
the city fulfill that responsibility
regardl ess of who occupies the
mayor's office. | urge you all to
vote in favor of Resolution 251108
and ordi nance 251098. Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: WI I Jordana
G eenwal d, Marie Marinakis, Leslie
Wod, and Steven Edwards, please
make your way toward the podi um

M5. ELLI SON: Okay. Good
nmor ni ng, Council nenbers. M nane is
Penny Ellison and | rise to speak in
strong support of Bill 250989: the
dog breeding noratorium |'ve
taught animal |aw at the University

of Pennsyl vani a since 2006, |'ve sat
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on the Departnent of Agriculture's
Dog Law Advi sory Board for nore than
10 years, and |'ve discussed this
bill directly wwth the state
Director of Dog Law on multiple
occasi ons.

M. Hall fromthe AKC has
spoken at all three hearings and
repeat edl y made Counci | nenbers aware
of his argunents. | addressed sone
of themat ny testinony at the
commttee hearing, and I'd like to
briefly put themall to rest today.
First, M. Hall says he represents
“hundreds of Phil adel phia area
breeders." Note the word "area".
The vast majority of those breeders
are outside city limts. That
framng is designed to inflate the
i npact of this bill. On a related
note, M. Hall speculates that the
Bureau of Dog Law Enforcenent can't
handl e any nore |icensed

applications, that is not the case.
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They already |icense hone-based
kennels routinely, as well as foster
honmes for the many foster-based
rescues operating across the
commonweal th. This is not a novel
concept for them

And his new argunent, the
zoni ng argunent is now the core of
his testinony, but he has it
backwards. M. Hall argues that
breeders can't get a kennel |icense
because Phi |l adel phia zoni ng
prohi bits kennels in residential
districts, but he's conflating two
separate | egal concepts. Wether
your property use conforns to
zoning, it depends on the nature of
the use, not whether you have a
license. Under the ordinance, a
kennel i1s any property where 13 or
nore dogs pass through in a year.
So if you neet that threshold,
you're already -- you' re already

needed a zoning variance. The

Page 93

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

| i cense doesn't create the problem

M. Hall also says
responsi bl e breeders don't neet the
26-dog threshold for state |icensing
and therefore aren't required to get
one, but they still can, as many do.
Finally, M. Hall asked Council to
table the bill and form a working
group instead, a noratoriumand a
wor ki ng group aren't conpeting
proposal s, they're sequential. Pass
the noratoriumand then if you want
to have a working group, we can do
that then. Thank you.

M5. MARI NAKI S: Good
norni ng, everyone. M nane is Marie
Marinakis and I'ma 12-year
vol unt eer at ACCT.

CH EF CLERK: Cl oser to the

M5. MARI NAKIS: ACCT held a
Val entine's Day adoption pronotion
-- $14 adoption pronotion from

February 13th to the 16th. | was
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there on February 15th, and | did a
head count of the |arge dogs, 119

| arge dogs. And this included 103
pit bulls. Does anybody have any

I dea how hard it is to find a hone
for 103 pit bulls? Pit bulls are
actually very loving dogs, but they
have a bad reputation from dog
fighting and sone people are afraid
of them Sone | andl ords ban them

| actually fostered a 70-pound pit
bull named Carter years ago, and he
loved riding in a car. And | had to
put a gate up between the front and
t he back seat, because he wanted to
sit inny lap while | was driving,
whi ch wasn't a good idea. But pit
bulls are generally | arge strong
dogs and may not be appropriate pets
for famlies wth small children.
Sone are high energy, sone are not
good with cats or other dogs. Males
generally wei gh 50-80 pounds and

femal es about 40 to 70 pounds.
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Now, unlicensed backyard
breeders sell precious little pit
bul | puppies when they are |ike four
weeks ol d and wei gh six pounds. But
when that dog is fully grown, they
can easily wei gh 65 pounds, then
they end up at ACCT because the
owners don't have tinme for them
actually have a full breakdown of
surrender reasons if anyone is
I nterested, see ne afterwards. |
feel that ACCT takes extraordinary
measures to find honmes for dogs in
their care. They have a foster
program they work with rescue
groups, they place dogs at Doggie
Style Pets, they actually are
offering a free spay neuter program
in 25 of the poorest sections of the
city. My time is up. Thank you for
your tine.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

M5. WOOD: Good nor ni ng,
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everyone. M nane is Leslie Wod.
|"mal so a | ongtine vol unteer at
ACCT Philly, and I'd like to zero in
on a specific exanple of what
happens with puppies at ACCT Philly
that conme from breeders. Recently,
a man passed away i n Phil adel phia
who had been breeding a small breed
of dog, not pit bulls. And when the
animal control officers had to go to
hi s hone, they brought eight dogs
into ACCT Philly. One of themwas a
breedi ng femal e who had three snall
puppies wth her. And at that

poi nt, the chaos begins for ACCT.
It's after hours, it's at night.
They need to get a rescue group to
conme here now. And by 9:30, there
was a rescue group rolling into ACCT
to pick up that one: the nom and

t he puppies. They took them hone,
got themsettled, and within two
days, those puppies started to

di splay illness, and of course they
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wer e di agnosed with parvo, because
many of the puppies comng into ACCT
are not vaccinated and this is what
happens.

They went fromthere to an
energency vet, it cost the rescue
group thousands of dollars to have
them treated because parvo was
expensive to treat, and ultinmately,
two of those puppies died anyway.

So the rescue group becones a victim
of the breeder, ACCT becones a
victimof the breeder because they
have parvo puppies cone in there all
the tinme and then have to go into a
scranbl e of disinfection, and the
puppies ultinmately are the real
victimhere. There have been
puppi es dunped in a shopping cart
recently in a Target in South

Phi | adel phi a that another -- they
were -- they were barely born, and
they ran out to another rescue.

have seen puppi es being sold out of
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the trunk of the car at Hone Depot
at Adans and the Boul evard. So
sonet hi ng needs to change. |It's the
cl assic case of if nothing changes,
not hi ng changes. Pl ease consi der
supporting Bill 250989. Thank you.
M5. GREENWALD: Thank you.
Good norning to Council president,
menbers of Council, and guests. M
name i s Jordana G eenwal d, General
Counsel for the Board of Ethics.
' mnot here to talk about puppies,
but | am here on behalf of the Board
to restate its continued concerns
about Bill Nunber 241056 and the
acconpanyi ng Resol uti on 241070,
whi ch woul d resign the -- would
revise the resign to run rule found
inthe city's honme rule charter.
For background, the Board
adm ni sters the rules of the charter
and code relating to governnent
et hics and transparency, including

these political activity
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restrictions fromthis part of the
charter. The Board and its staff
are the sole source of legally
protective gui dance on Section 10107
of the charter.

The code actual ly
specifically authorizes the Board to
make | egi sl ative recommendations to
the mayor and to City Council
regardi ng the standards of conduct
and rules of ethics that are under
the Board's jurisdiction.
Accordingly, at its Decenber public
neeting in 2025, the Board adopted
| egi sl ative recomendati ons rel ating
to the proposed changes to resign to
run. These changes are really
designed to try to address and
of fset the potential risks for
additional politicization of the
wor kpl ace that may result fromthe
I ncreased opportunity for current-
el ected officials to run for office.

And the asks were fairly
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straightforward: only allow ng one
canpai gn per ballot, which |
understand is part of an anendnent
that will be introduced later on in
this session; additional
accountability for elected officials
and city enpl oyees, including sone
additional restrictions and
clarified restrictions on current

el ected officials and on the ability
of political conmttees to solicit
funds fromcity enpl oyees; clarified
applicability to the mayor, which we
believe is unclear in the current
bal | ot question as proposed and
strengt hened penal ty provisions.

The board's issuance of
formal |egislative recommendati ons
reflects the seriousness, which they
review the proposed changes to this
part of the charter that the
drafters saw as a core el enent of a
reformed city governnment. And the

Board really does appreciate the
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time that was taken by
Counci | menbers G | nore- Ri chardson
and Counci | menber Thomas and their
staff to try to work with us to nove
this forward. It's our
under st anding the | aw departnent has
said that certain of these
amendnent s cannot be included for
| egal reasons, but it does remain
the power with Council to decide
whether this is the appropriate tine
to nove forward w thout the
recomendati ons fromthe Board.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
| sai ah Thonmas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
Thank you, Council president. And |
want to say thank you for your
testinony, and | want to say thank
you to all of the people at the
Board of Ethics who' ve been working

Wth us. Just to provide a little
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bit of context, the bill -- the bill
was ready to be passed in Decenber.
When the Board of Ethics cane and
comuni cat ed concerns in Decenber,
we decided to hold the bill and work
with the Board of Ethics to address
t hose concerns. | want to say thank
you to Majority Leader G | nore-

Ri chardson, and her staff for their
expertise in hel ping us think
through this. And the hurdle that
we ran into for the listening public
Is the recommendations that the
Board of Ethics won. W actually
agree wwth 98 percent of those
recomendati ons. The problem we now
ran into is that those
recomendati ons require a second
charter change.

State | aw does not all ow us
to do two charter changes on the
sane topic at one tine. So if we're
fortunate enough to win the voters

inthe Gty of Philadelphia as it
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relates to the resign and run
| egi sl ation, which we're hoping wl|l
be on the ballot this may, we in
turn will have to do a second ball ot
measure to address the anmendnents
that the Board of Ethics have
communi cat ed and then ask the
constituents of Philadelphia to in
turn, vote yes for themagain. |
just want to say for the public, as
well as for ny colleagues, | am
commtted to nultiple rounds of
charter changes in ballot neasures
in order to put us in a positionto
get this done in a way that the
Board of Ethics is supportive of, as
|l ong as the nenbers of Gty Council,
as well as the general public, are
supportive of that as well too.

| know nost people are
wondering what the heck am | talking
about, and | do apol ogi ze for that.
But for the people who are paying

attention to this legislation, |
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just wanted folks to be clear as it
relates to where we are, what we
still need to do, and what ny
intention is as the bill sponsor.
Thank you, Council President. Thank
you, col |l ogues.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Yes.

CH EF CLERK: Once agai n,
St ephen Edwards, if you are here,
pl ease approach the podium Al so,
Coreline Lipinski, Robert Rudnitsky,
Rachel Handis, and Sharon Carter,
pl ease make your way to the podi um

MR. EDWARDS: Good norni ng,
everyone. Steven David Edwards. A
| ot of people here know ne as Davi d.
This is ny first tinme speaking at
Gty Council, so don't beat ne up
too bad. Ckay?

First and forenost, as far
as the bill that | seen that | |ike
that | wanted to talk about is the

resign or run bill by Council man
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Menber Thomas, 241070. M daytine
job as a recruiting manager, | work
for billion-dollar conpanies |ike
Tyson, Perdue Chi cken, Welch's G ape
Juice, so this nakes sense. You
shoul dn't have to resign from
of fice, you know, in order to run
for public office. So I do agree
with that, and then I do al so agree
wi th Counci |l man Jones resol ution for
Joyce H |l way. She was a very
speci al |ady and she shoul d have a
sonet hi ng naned after

So what | do want to talk
about to this Council is this.
First and forenost, |'ve gotten a
chance to tour with you
Counci | menber Lozada, when we --
when we did the touring of
Kensi ngton. Just so you guys know
who | am |I'mthe CEO of a | ot of
entertai nment brands here in the --
in the city of Philadel phia. The

one that everyone knows ne nost
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about is Silent Philly. So what
Silent Philly is, if Mayor Parker is
Ms. One Philly, I"'m M. One Philly.
Because Silent Philly has been
bringing districts together for 11
years. | have a party right here
inside the Gty Hall, where | bring
all people fromall districts,
whi te, Bl ack, Asian, Spanish
t oget her through nusic, the
uni versal | anguage. W have three
DJs. They do pop, rock and roll,
EDM top 40, rap, hip hop, whatever
you like, they do it. So that's who
| -- who | am |'ma person that
historically, it has the proven
results of uniting the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

So what | wanted to say to
t he Council nenbers and to everybody
here, these people up here, they
have sone of the hardest jobs in the
world. | wouldn't pay for -- |

woul dn't -- if you offered nme 10
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mllion, | wouldn't take their | obs.
And the reason is, is despite what
they do, there's always sonebody
that's got sonething to say, right?
No matter what -- how good you-all
do, they got sonething to say. And
the reason why | know i s because |

| ook in the comments, right? | 1ook
and | see the people who say bad

t hi ngs about you guys, but you guys
are doing a good job. And | go into
you-all offices, and these people
are in there working. |'ve been in
t hese people's offices and they
wor Ki ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You got a job, bro? You |ooking for
wor k?

MR EDWARDS:. So | just
wanted to tell you-all first and
forenost, man, you-all doing a good
job. | appreciate you-all hard
work, and I want to get in a fight

with you-all if you-all let ne, |
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got sone good stuff to get in a
fight, so to do w thout the
taxpayer's noney. How do that
sound? All right. Thank you, guys.
M5. LIPINSKI: Okay. Good
norning. M nane is Caroline
Li pi nski, and | am the co-president
of Underdogs of Philly, the Qutside
Dog Initiative. | amhere to talk
about puppies. W are here in
strong support of Bill Nunmber
250989. Qur mssion is to inprove
the lives of dogs living outdoors.
Qur organi zati on w tnesses
Phi | adel phi a's dog over popul ati on
crisis froma uni que ground-| evel
perspective. This work requires
patience and a willingness to accept
a difficult reality. Even with
support, many dogs assisted by our
organi zation wll live outdoors for
their entire lives, often in
concrete backyards with [imted

i nteraction or enrichnent.
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| n many cases, dogs we
encounter entered their hones as a
puppy through a famly nenber's
accidental litter, or a local-
nei ghbor hood breeder. Many owners
we encounter are facing significant
chal | enges, including health issues,
unst abl e i ncone, and | ack of
transportation. Too often, owners
respond to these conpoundi ng
pressures by noving a dog outdoors.

Through our community
outreach, we know that nany dog
owners do not have bad intentions.
| nstead, they |ack access to
accurate information, resources, and
| ong-term support. We see this nost
clearly when we offer spay and
neuter services. Qur organization
covers all associ ated costs,
i ncludi ng transportation, a week of
medi cal boardi ng during recovery.
Despite renoving these financial and
| ogi stical barriers, we still
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frequently encounter resistance.
Comon reasons include the dog is
too young, | want themto have a
famly of their own, they have such
a good tenperanent, they should have
puppi es.

Sinply put the belief that
havi ng puppi es i s what dogs are
meant to do is deeply ingrained,
of ten passed down through famlies
or learned early in life. However,
our organi zation sees the direct and
prevent abl e consequences of
conti nued breeding and the failure
to spay our neuter dogs. This is
the reality of Philadel phia's dog
over popul ation crisis. It is shaped
by both unregul ated breedi ng and
human har dshi p, addressi ng one
wi t hout acknow edgi ng the ot her
limts the ability to create lasting
change in animal welfare. By
curbi ng indiscrimnate breeding,

Bill nunmber 250989 hel ps prevent the
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daily pressures facing many
Phi | adel phia residents resulting in
irreversi bl e outcones for dogs.
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: Thank you.

MR. RUDNI TSKY: Thank you,
Council. | appreciate your tine,.
My nane is Robert Rudnitsky, and |
am here today to discuss the tobacco
shop regulation bill: Bill Nunber
251097. Again, for nore than a
decade, | have served as a civic
associ ation president and zoni ng
chair for our organi zation, Take
Back Your Nei ghborhood. During that
time, if any change in store use,
whet her a check cashing facility, or
a small establishnment, the -- the
variance will be brought before our
regi stered community organi zation
for review and approval.

Over the past five years,
however, we have seen a significant

shift. Pop-up grocery and tobacco
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shops have opened t hroughout the
Castor, Cottman, Bustleton, and
Ri sing Sun corridors wthout any
conmmunity review. There is now a
retail snoke shop on every bl ock,
sone are open 24 hours a day. These
busi nesses appear to have bypassed
the variance process and are
operating outside the oversight of
once was consi dered standard
practi ce.

In addition to ny civic
| eadership, | serve as executive
di rector of the Phil adel phia chapter
of the reformation of the marijuana
laws that's known as NORM.. | have
wor ked with fornmer Council man Kenny
during the city's decrimnalization
efforts in 2013 and advocated for
state-level nedical cannabis
| egali zation in 2015, which faced
very strong opposition fromthe
corporate adm nistration. | have

been an educator of both cannabis

Page 113

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

busi ness practices and ethics for
nearly two decades. | have al so
been working closely with the office
of Senator Street for nearly a
decade. Qur chapter provides free
medi cal cannabis card registration,
public interaction, and educati on.
Qur recent efforts have been in
hel pi ng those who' ve reentered
soci ety and giving nedi cal cannabis
cards.

| realize that ny tine is
getting close, and so I'"'mgoing to
ask that I amin support of the
bill, and what | am asking for in
support of this bill is that there
be retroactive zoning required so
that all the RCOs can decide in
t heir nei ghborhood what's best used
for their neighborhood. Thank you
very nuch.

CH EF CLERK: Thank you.

M5. HANDI S: Good norni ng.

My nane is Rachel Handis, and I'ma
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content creator in Philadel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Excuse ne. One second. Rachel,
just one second. The Chair
recogni zes Council nenber Curtis
Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Sorry
to interrupt, M. President and
Rachel, but 1'Il be dammed, if |
gi ve a blank check to any
nei ghborhood to bring marijuana on
our commercial carters. It is -- it
I's inconceivable that a kid can wal k
out a door and if he has an
opportunity to get a vegetable, a
book, or a gun, or weed, the
probability is that he'll run into
weed first. Wed -- | don't know
where you live, but it is dam sure
not on one of ny caters, where you
can go and at 7:00 a.m Cet a
| oosie, get |iquor by the drink, get
al | kinds of cannabi s-based
products, and you think that's okay.
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When we decrimnalized it,
and | was a part of that with Jim
Kenney, a |ot of young peopl e took
it as a neno that they could go out
and snoke weed. Never forget. |'m
comng from SLA, com ng through and
it was a kid -- bunch of kids com ng
out of a corner store, and they were
rolling marijuana. How do |I know?
| know the snell, right?

And they were sitting
there, and they | ooked at ne and
sai d, those dreaded words, "Ad
head, why are you | ooking at us?
It's legal now." No, it is not
legal; it's decrimnalized. 1'd
rat her put a vegetable; |1'd rather
put a book in their hands than fog
their brains as they pursue a life
t hrough education. Oh, no, not in
the 4th district, keep it noving.
Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you, Menber Jones and Jim
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Harrity.

M5. HANDI S: (Good norni ng.
My nane is Rachel Handis, and |I'm a
content creator in Philadel phia who
shares stories of animals in the
shelter who do not have a voi ce.
|"'m here today to support Bill
Nunmber 250989. Last year | deci ded
to volunteer at ACCT Philly. At
first, I was hesitant because |
didn't knowif | could handle it.
Thi nki ng about them sl eeping their
| ast night in the kennel, then the
next norning instead of going to the
front door to be adopted, they're
going to the back roomto be
eut hani zed. Sone dogs are waggi ng
their tails and others are frozen in
fear. Do you know how | know t hat?
| saw a dog bei ng wal ked back there
because not one person applied to
adopt her. Seeing her face | ooking
down at the ground |like she did

sonmet hing wong i s sonething you can
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never forget. And do you know what ?
Not one staff nenber or vol unteer
wanted this to happen? The staff
menbers give them | ove before they
take their |ast breath. Goodbye.
And if you | ook around,
you' Il see who showed up: it's
staff, volunteers, vets, rescue
groups who want to see | ess dogs
bei ng put down for space. |If you're
wonderi ng whose fault, it is, it's
our fault. W do not have enough
| aws that protect our animals, and
that is why today is the day that we
take a step in the right direction.
| started posting their stories on
nmy social nedia platform because |
couldn't stand to see heal thy dogs
bei ng eut hani zed for space anynore.
Sonmeone just wote |ast night, "I
wi || never understand euthanizing a
perfectly healthy, friendly, |oving
dog. Sonething has to change." |

agree. That change is this bill.
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Thank you for your tinme and
consi derati on.

CH EF CLERK: Coul d Sharon
Pritchett, Qgbonna Hagi ns, and Kate
Al l en, pl ease approach the podi um

CH EF CLERK: You can
begi n.

M5. CARTER  Good norning,
Council president and all the
Counci | menber s.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Mor ni ng.

M5. CARTER First, | would
like to say that there was an error
in the nane. H's nane is Tony
Pritchett and not Troy, and | would
i ke to thank Council woman Kat hy
G | nore-Ri chardson for stepping in
for Councilwoman Bass for she's Not
feeling well. So we appreciate you
much for that.

We just want to -- she just
want ed to honor, because this is

Bl ack Hi story Month, sone nenbers in
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-- in the comunity that are doing
well. So I'mhere to speak on
behal f of ny pastor and cousin,
Pastor Tony Pritchett. And | want
to start with a verse from Ti not hy
5:17. "Let the elders who rule be
counted worthy." I'msorry, | don't
have on ny gl asses.

"Let the elders who rule
wi Il be counted worthy of double
honor, especially they who | abor in
the word and doctrine.”

Today, we honor Pastor Tony
Pritchett, my cousin, a faithful
servant of God, who knows
| eadershi p, wi sdom and conpassi on.
Continue to inpact so nmany |ives.
As President of the 35th Police
chapl ai ns, he stands as a bridge
between faith and service, working
all denom nations to bring unity,
prayer, and spiritual guidance to
t hose who proceed to protect and

serve our conmunities. In his role
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as advi sor of the Northwest

Di vi sion, pastor Tony exenplifies
integrity, humlity, and dedi cati on.
He of fers counsel and nonents of
crisis, confort and tinmes of sorrow
and encour agenent when strength is
nost needed. Hi s comm t nment
reflects the heart of a true
shepherd, caring for both the flock
and the comunity at large. Wth
pride and gratitude, we celebrate

wi th you.

CH EF CLERK: Thank you.

M5. PRITCHETT: Let's first
address the el ephant in the room
am not Mayor Cherell e Parker.

M5. CARTER |I'msorry. M
nane is Sharon Carter, and |I'mthe
di rector of constituent service for
Counci | woman Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Sorry.

M5. PRITCHETT: Not to take

up any nore tinme, but | want to say
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Stated Meeting

greetings to president,
Counci | menbers, and all the guests.
My nane is Sharon Pritchett. | am
the wife of the recipient of the
resolution for Pastor Tony
Pritchett.

Pastor Tony Pritchett is
t he founder and seni or pastor of
Provi sion of G ace Wrld M ssion
Church for 26 years, a church that's
| ocated in the West Logan section of
Phi | adel phia, serving with a
hol i stic approach to mnistry, mnd,
body, and soul. It is also the
| ocation of the Wst Logan CDC,
where Pastor Tony is the CEQ It is
dedi cated to revitalizing our
community by addressing critical
I ssue needs, such as housing
initiatives, educational prograns,
heal th and wel | ness services, job
training opportunity, parenting, and
nment al - heal th support. For over 20

years, pastor Tony has served as the
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president of the 35th -- |'msorry,
|"mgetting a call. O the 35th
Police District chaplaincy. Due to
hi s unwavering conm tnent, he was
appoi nt ed advi sor of the Northwest
Di vi si on of the Phil adel phia Police
Chapl ai ncy Program This program
bri dges the gap between Phil adel phi a
police officers and the comunity,
as well as supporting officers with
counsel and prayers.

Al ongsi de the | eadership of
Past or Tony, the 35th District
Police chaplaincy initiated the
Her oes of the Community event, is a
cel ebrati on where we honor and award
police officers, civic |leaders, and
grassroots individuals who go above
and beyond the call of duty for the
past several years, seven years. |
congratul ate ny husband, Pastor Tony
Pritchett on this well-deserved
recognition for all that he has done

and all that he is doing for our
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community, our city, and our church
in the name of Christ. Anen.

MR. HAG NS: Before you
start nmy tinme, could | just thank
the chairman and the -- of the
Public Safety Commttee and the
commttee at |large for the hearing
yesterday, and | thank all of the
Counci | menbers who are not a part of
the conmmttee who cane down the --
to check out the history that we
made. |'d like to thank Council man
O Rourke for showing up and actually
sitting up there on the panel and
t hanks for inviting him

As we consi der anmendnents
to Title 17 under Bill 250768,
remenber this, our procurenent code
is one of the nost powerful tools to
ensure city contracting reflects our
val ues and constitutional
responsibilities. W anend Title 17
regul arly for wages, environnental

st andards, workpl ace protections,
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and now, through Counci | nenber
Gaut hi er' s audi ence -- through
Counci | menber Gaut hier's O di nance,
responsi bl e waste handl i ng
practices, it is a living framework
shapi ng how Phi | adel phia spends its
dol | ars and what standards we denmand
fromthose doi ng business with our
city. But there is a deeper
obligation. The 13th Anmendnent does
not, or the 13th Anendnent does nore
than prohibit slavery. |t does nore
than prohibit slavery. It inposes a
duty to identify and dismantl e the
badges, vestiges and incidents of
slavery. The structural systens
t hat perpetuate racial
subordi nation, the sane -- the
Suprene Court has affirned this:
Jones v. Alfred H Mayer
Conpany governnent can elimnate all
badges and incidents of slavery,
i ncl udi ng structural discrimnation

and contracting.
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Giffin v. Breckenridge,
t he anmendnent enpowers governnent to
remedy private system c inequities.
Econom ¢ exclusion and inequity
contracting are not neutral; they
are part of the nodern | egacy of
slavery. Bill 250768 gives us a
chance to act. Adding findings and
equity conpliance requirenents
ensures contractors providing
essential services, waste recycling,
conposting do not reinforce
structural inequalities historically
tied to the badges and incidents of
slavery. This is not a new law It
aligns procurenent with obligations
under federal |law.  Section 171004
al ready acknow edges our authority
and responsibility to address
sl avery-rel ated harns strengthening
it, continues that work.

Col | eagues, we have the
aut hority, we have the

constitutional grounding, and we
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have the responsibility. Let us
enbed equality, accountability, and
constitutional integrity directly
into Title 17. The Phil adel phi a
Reparations Coalition for Anerica
Freeman provi de anendnent | anguage
iIf you need it. Ogbonna Hagi ns over
and out .

M5. ALLEN. My nane is Kate
Al'len, and I'mthe president of the
Queen Vil l age Nei ghbors Associ ati on.
Presi dent Johnson, Council nenber
Phillips, nmenbers of Council, thank
you for nme -- allowing ne to testify
once again On behalf of ny community
and children across the city. I'm
here today to support Bill Nunber
251097 that wll designate illegal
sal es of tobacco products to mnors
and unlicensed tobacco retailing as
nui sance behaviors. This bill is a
wel conme addition to the other recent
| egi sl ation that Council has enacted

to curb the proliferation of these
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danger ous nui sances. W know t hat
the vast majority of snoke shops are
not paying their rent by selling
| egal products to | egal custoners.
We know t hat sone of these shops are
openly selling unregul at ed,
m sl abel ed products. W know t hat
sone of these shops are selling
ghost guns. W know that sone of
t hese shops are intentionally
sel l i ng dangerous addictive
substances to children. None of
that is in question. Yet, every
time sonmeone raises a new concern
about a snoke shop, it seens |like
each story is so much worse than the
| ast that people are in sone
perverse race to the bottom

A not her recently told ne
about a snoke shop that was
know ngly selling vape pens to her
13-year-ol d daughter, eight years
bel ow t he m ni nrum age. How did her

mot her di scover this? She found
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multiple vape pens in the girl's
backpack that she was planning to
sell to other children in her
nei ghbor hood, sonme as young as
seven. A 13-year-old child was
sel ling tobacco products to 1st
graders. | nmagine what this poor kid
IS going to be doi ng when she grows
up. Wienever we talk about juvenile
crime and how inportant it is to
| ook back at what happened in their
lives leading up to this event, it's
this. And this is not on this girl.
She's so young that she can't even
get a learner's permt anywhere.
This is on the store owner who cares
nore about making a profit than
protecting our children's physical
and nental well bei ng.

| understand the state
preenption i ssues and have been
wor king with civic associations
across the city to get the changes

we need in Harrisburg to address
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them but using themas an excuse to
do nothing is unacceptable. It just
nmeans we have to get creative in the
interim There are a |lot of words
that you could use to describe

know ngly selling tobacco products
to a child, the nost polite of which
I S nui sance behavior. | appl aud
Councilman Phillips for taking this
very necessary step to protect our
children. Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
further nanmes for public coment,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch. That concl udes
today's public conmment period. W
wi |l now consider the bills and
resol uti ons on the second reading
and final passage cal endars.

Wul d the clerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 241040,
241070.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
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proposi ng an anendnent to the
Phi | adel phi a Honmer oom Charter to
elimnate the requirenent that city
of ficers and enpl oyees resign from
their city office or enploynent
bef ore becom ng candi dates for
public office and providing for the
subm ssion of the anmendnent of the
qualified electors.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very much. The Chair
recogni zes Council man | sai ah Thomas
for a notion.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President. |
nove for the adoption of the
amendnent s.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT  JOHNSON:
Do you here like to offer an
amendnment, sir, on Resolution No.
2410707

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:  Yes.

Council President, | nove for the
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adoption of the anmendnents.
COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That anmendnent has been properly
served to everyone in Cty Council.
COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:  |I'm
sorry, Council president. Thank
you, Council president. | would
like to offer an amendnent to
Resol uti on No. 241070. A copy of
t he amendnent has been circulated to
all menbers of Council and | nove
for the adoption of the anmendnent.
COUNCI LMEMBER Second.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT  JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded. Then amendnent to
Resol uti on No. 241070 w |l be
adopted. Al those in favor,
signify by saying aye.
COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,

and the resolution has been anmended.
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This resolution wll be placed on
the final passage cal endar for our
next session of Council.

Wul d the clerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 251108.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
proposi ng an anendnent to the
Phi | adel phi a Hone Rule Charter,
providing for the creation of the
O fice of Youth QOrbudsperson and
providing for the subm ssion of the
proposed anendnent to the electors
of Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zed Counci |l nenber
Jam e Gauthier for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 251108.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council President. |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER: Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and property
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seconded. The Resolution No. 251108
be adopted. Al those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries. The resolution
I s adopt ed.

WIlIl the clerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 2600977?

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: A
resol ution expressing support for
Jerone R chardson and our First
Amendnent rights in the face of
political persecution against
protestors by the Trunp
adm ni strati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Jam e Gauthier for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 260097.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council President. |

nove for the adoption of the
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resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded. The Resol ution No. 260097
be adopted. Al those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries. The resolution
I s adopt ed.

WIlIl the clerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 2600997

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
renam ng the 3000 bl ock of West
Harper Street Jill Hoyce's way to
honor the life and | egacy of Joyce
Hill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Jones for a notion regarding

Resol uti on No. 260099.
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COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:  Thank
you, M. President in conjunction
with Jeffrey Young, a nenber of this
body. [|'Il nove for the adoption.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded. The Resol ution No. 260099
be adopted. All those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries. The resolution
I s adopt ed.

WIlIl the clerk please read
the title of Bill Nunber 25989-a.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anending Title 10 of the
Phi | adel phi a code entitled
Regul ati on of Individual Conduct and

Activity by adding a new section to
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I Nnpose a tenporary noratoriumon the
breedi ng and transfer of puppies all
under certain terns and conditi ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill had been read on two
di fferent days. The question nowis
shall a bill pass finally?

Chief derk, please call
the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Phillips?

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
G | nore- Ri chardson?

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Gaut hi er ?

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER:

Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Thomas?

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:  Aye.
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CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Jones?
COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Landau?
COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Lozada?
COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Young?
COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Br ooks?
COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Harrity?
COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
O Rour ke?
COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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Driscoll?

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Squill a?

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Ahmad?

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And Counci |
Presi dent Johnson?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 15 and nays are
zero. The mgjority of all nenbers
having voted in the affirmative, the
bill passes.

WIlIl the clerk please read
the title of Bill Nunmber 2510977?

Congrat ul ati ons Team Bass.
| f you're watching, Councilwonman,
and |'msure you are. Get well
soon, and congratul ati ons.

Clerk, please read the
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title of Bill Nunmber 251097.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anmendi ng Chapter 9-4400 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code entitled
Responsi bl e Busi ness Operations to
add illegal sales of tobacco
products to mnors and unlicensed
tobacco retailing as nui sance
behavi ors and require conpl eti on of
a departnent approved tobacco
retail er education and conpliance
training as a condition of lifting a
cease operations order, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill had been read on two
di fferent days. The question now
Is, shall a bill pass finally?

Chief Cerk, please call
the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Phillips?

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:

Aye.
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CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
G | nore- Ri chardson?

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Gaut hi er?

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Thomas?

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Jones?

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Landau?

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Lozada?

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Young?

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
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Br ooks?

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Harrity?

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
O Rour ke?

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Driscoll?

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Squil I a?

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Ahmad?

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And Counci |
Presi dent Johnson?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT  JOHNSON:
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Aye. The ayes are 15, the nays are
zero. The majority of all nenbers
having voted in the affirmative, the
bill passes.

WIlIl the Chief derk please
read the title of Bill Nunber
251098.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
providing for the subm ssion to the
qualified electors of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia of a proposal set forth
in a resolution approved by Council,
proposi ng an anendnent to the
Phi | adel phi a Hone Rul e Charter
relating to the creation of the
O fice of Youth QOrbudsperson and
aut hori zing and directing the
appropriate officers to publish
notice and to nake arrangenents for
t he speci al election.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill had been read on two
di fferent days. The question nowis

shall the bill pass finally?
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Chi ef Cerk, please call
the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Phillips?

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
G | nor e- Ri chardson?

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Gaut hi er ?

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Thomas?

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Jones?

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Landau?

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

Page 145

Lozada?

COUNCI LMEMBER LQZADA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Young?

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Br ooks?

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Harrity?

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
O Rour ke?

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Driscoll?

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Squil I a?

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Aye.
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CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Ahmad?

COUNCI LMEMBER AHMAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And Counci l
Presi dent Johnson?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 15, and nays are
zero. The majority of all nenbers
having voted in the affirmative, the
bill passes.

WIIl the clerk please read
any additional resolution on today's
cal endar ?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution, recognizing and
cel ebrating the Phil adel phi a
heritage and Phil a-Montco branches
of the Association for the Study of
African Anerican Life and Hi story,
I ntroduced by Council nenber G | nore-
Ri chardson on behal f of Council
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes Majority Leader
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Kat herine G | nore-Richardson for a
not i on.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Thank you, Council President. On
your behalf, | nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

COUNCI LMEMBER Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded, that the resolution be
adopted. Al those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it.
The resolution is adopted.

WIlIl the Chief Oerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring the | eadership
and service of Reverend Tony
Pritchett for his unwavering

comm tnment to spiritual enpowernent,
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communi ty outreach, and restorative
justice in the city of Phil adel phia
in recognition of Black Hi story
Mont h, introduced by Counci |l menber
G | nore- Ri chardson on behal f of
Counci | mrenber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recognizes Majority Leader
Kat herine G | nore-Richardson for a
not i on.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Thank you, M. President. On behalf
of Counci |l nenber Bass, | nove the
adoption of the resolution.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS:
Second.

COUNCI LMEMBER Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. Al those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Anyone opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted.

WIlIl the Chief derk please
read the title of the resolution --
next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring Pastor Rob
Harri son of New Journey Christian
Center and cel ebrating the vital
role of faith | eaders in shaping,
uplifting, and strengthening the
Ger mant own community, and the city
of Phil adel phia in recognition of
Bl ack Hi story Month, introduced by
Counci | menber G | nore-Ri chardson on
behal f of Council nenber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recognizes Majority Leader
Kat heri ne G | nore-Ri chardson for
nmot i on.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Thank you, M. President. On behalf
of Counci |l mnenber Bass and all of the

menbers of the Church of God in
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Christ, | nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution wll be
adopted. Al those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted.

WIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resolution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring Ukrainian
organi zati ons in Philadel phia for
their service to Ukrainian
Aneri cans, Ukrainian refugees, and
t he broader Phil adel phia community,
i ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l nenber

Rue Landau for a notion and a
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resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU.
Thank you. | nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

Counci | menber JONES:
Second.

COUNCI LMEMBER Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resol ution be
adopted. Al those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted.

WIlIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resolution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring and
congratul ati ng Phil adel phia Gay News
on the distinguished occasion of its
50t h anni versary in Phil adel phi a,

serving as Phil adel phia's | ongest
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runni ng LGBTQ plus publication and
serving as a vital independent voice
t hat advances equality, visibility,
and community, introduced by
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l menber
Rue Landau for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU:
Thank you. | nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

COUNCI LMEMBER Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded, that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it.
And the resolution is adopted.

WIlIl the Chief Oerk please

read the title of the next
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resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution, celebrating and honoring
Vashti DuBois, Val Gay, Facetta
Garrison Geene, and the Bl ack wonen
who are | eaders of culture and arts
in the city and devote their lives
to inproving the arts and culture of
Phi | adel phia on the occasi on of
Bl ack Hi story Month, introduced by
Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JCOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l menber
Brooks for a notion and a
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCOKS:

Thank you, Council President. |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resol ution be

adopted. Al those in favor wll
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signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it.
The resolution is adopted.

WIlIl the Chief Oerk please
read the title of the next
resol uti on?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution, recogni zing the
begi nning of the Latin season. A
sacred period of reflection, prayer,
fasting and service observed by
mllions of Christians in
Phi | adel phi a and t hroughout the
wor | d, introduced by Counci |l nenber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
O Rourke for a notion and a
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Thank you, M. President. | nove

for the adoption of the resol ution.
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COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded, that the resolution shall
be adopted. Al those in favor,
signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted.

WIl the Chief derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution, recognizing and honori ng
the life of trailblazing civil
rights | eader, dedicated public
servant, and |ifelong activist,
Reverend Jesse Jackson, introduced
by Counci | menber O Rour ke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
| going to ask for everybody to
stand. [|'mgoing to recognize

Counci |l man N chol as O Rourke for a
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noti onal and a resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Thank you, M. President. |n honor
of the | ate Reverend Jesse Jackson,
| do nove for the adoption of that
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
We'l|l have a silent vote.

WIIl the Chief derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recogni zi ng Sat urday,
February 21st, 2026 as |nternational
Mot her Language Day to honor the
brave whol e souls who on this day in
1952, sacrificed their lives to
retain the right to use their nother
| anguage Bangl a, al so known as
Bengal i, introduced by Council nenber
Dr. N na Ahnmad.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni ze Counci |l menber
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Dr. Nina Ahnmad for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Thank
you, Council President. | nove for
t he adoption of the resolution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded, that the resolution should
be adopted. Al in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted.

WIl the Chief Cderk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further
resolutions in nmy possession.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That conpl etes our cal endar for

today. Are there -- did you
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recogni ze Counci | renber Jam e
Gauthier? GCkay. You are waiting
for the speeches? kay. Let's see
what Curtis Jones done started with
t he young fol ks.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Kat herine G | nore-
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Thank you. Thank you very nuch,
Council president. | nust be
excused for Council business. [|I'm
respectfully requesting a | eave.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Leave is granted. Thank you very
much. Majority Leader.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT  JOHNSON:
The Chair al so recogni zes Counci |l man
Curtis Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Thank
you, M. President. | have busi ness

in Gty Hall that | nust attend to.
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Stated Meeting

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Leave is granted, sir.

Anybody el se need to nmake a
| eave?

Al right. The Chair
recogni zes -- the Chair -- 1'll need
a speech on behalf of the mnority.
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l nenber
Kendra, Mnority Leader Brooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS:

Thank you, Council President. This
Bl ack Hi story Month with the renoval
of the slavery nenorial at the
President's house, we are facing new
and vicious attacks on our history
and culture. Here in Phil adel phia
Wi th the upcom ng cel ebrati ons of
2026, it's nore inportant than ever
that we show our joy, our pride, our
strength as Bl ack Phil adel phi ans.
Qur art and culture have helped to
define what it neans to be Anerican.
And t hey have nade Phil adel phia a

gl obal destination for art and
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Stated Meeting

cul ture.

So today | amproud to
I ntroduce a resolution, celebrating
and honoring Vashti DuBois, Val Qay,
and Facetta Garrison G eene, and the
Bl ack wonmen who are | eaders of
culture and arts in our city. As
the Chief Cultural Oficer of
Creative Phil adel phia, Val Gy is
preparing our city to show off our
art and culture for many visitors
during 2026. Facetta Garrison G een
has | ed the way for generations of
Phi | adel phia is to enjoy black nusic
and culture at the Dell and across
our city.

And as the founder of The
Colored Grls Miuseumin Gernmant own,
Vashti DuBois has created a uni que
space for black wonen and girls to
hold on to our history and cel ebrate
each other. And |'m deeply grateful
to these black wonmen for their

visionary | eadership, and their
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Stated Meeting

heroic efforts to protect and uplift
bl ack culture in our city.

| also want to take a
mnute as well to honor the | egacy
and life of the Reverend Jesse
Jackson. Reverend Jesse Jackson was
aliberal I -- aliving icon in
civil rights, and sonebody t hat
peopl e of ny age could touch and
see. You know, we are entering a
time where many of our el ders and
are noving on into the next day of
life. And it's inportant that we
conti nue that work. And, you know,
It means supporting younger
activists today, |ike our Bl ack
Li ves Matter novenents, who are too
often di sm ssed by politicians who
don't like their tactics.

Politicians fromyears ago,
and the sane about Jesse Jackson,
Reverend, Martin Luther King,
Mal col m X, Shirl ey Chisholm they

were fighting for the norality of
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civil rights. It was never popul ar
back then. But today, youth
organi zed on the shoul der of giants
i ke the Reverend, and we nust
remenber this as nmenbers of Cty
Council, the next tinme we find
ourself frustrated by the work of
activists, but also, it's inportant
to me to nention that Jesse
Jackson's historic presidential
canpaign is one of the foundations
of the Working Famlies Party, and
it was built on that. And Rai nbow
Coalition still endures today and
was only -- and has only grown
stronger. And | have ny fond
nmenori es of Reverend Jackson grow ng
up in Triunph Baptist Church. He
was |1 ke a staple with Reverend
Janes S. Hall, and it is just, we
| ost a true hero.

And even wor ki ng on Mayor
Brandon Johnson's canpaign in

Chi cago, being able to stand side by
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side with Jesse Jackson to make sure
t hat Brandon Johnson was el ected for
t he Chi cago Mayor, | am deeply
grounded. And | just want to say,
may he rest in power, and may we
continue to organize in the honor of
hi s | egacy.

And finally, | want to
extend an invitation to all of ny
col | eagues and everyone here to
attend the people's hearing on
reproductive health. The hearing is
a collective effort fromover 25
| ocal organizations and office that
make up the reproductive freedom
task force. It wll take place on
Thur sday, March the 5th at the
Friend' s Center around the corner
fromGCty Hall. We wll be
di scussi ng what it neans for
everyday Phil adel phians, and how it
could inpact the city's public
health -- how it could inpact the

city's public health in our -- in
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areas |i ke cancer prevention, rates
of HV, and sexually transmtted
I nfections, including access to
birth control and nenstrual hygi ene
products. This event wll be held
in the evening and it will be
chil dcare avail able to those who
attend. Thank you so nuch, Counci l
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very much. The Chair
recogni zes Council man Ni chol as
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Thank you, M. President. |ndeed, a
few nore words fromthe mnority,
starting with nove to hi gher ground.
That's the word for today. Move to
hi gher ground, which | think is
apropos consi dering the convergence
this week, really on the sane day of
two of the great discipline, and
refl ection, and repentance

traditions that come out of the
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worl d's great religions. That
havi ng been said though, that kind
of spirit isn't just to be found

Wi thin those traditions, but also in
the nmouth of who Mnority Leader
Kendra Brooks just lifted, the late
Reverend Jesse Jackson. He said in
his speech in '88, the one that was
historic. He said, "W neet tonight
at the crossroads, a point of

deci sion. Shall we expand, be
inclusive, find unity and power, or
suffer division and inpotence?" He
said, "We've cone to Atlanta, the
cradle of the old South, the

cruci ble of the new South. Toni ght,
there is a sense of cel ebration
because we are noved. Fundanentally
nmoved fromracial battl egrounds by

| aw to econonm ¢ common ground.
Tonorrow, we will challenge to nove
to higher ground," comon ground, he
said. "Think of Jerusalem the

i ntersection where many trails neet,
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a small village that becane the
birthplace for three religions:
Judai sm Christianity, and |slam
Wiy was this village so bl essed?" He
said. "Because it provided the
crossroads. There different people
met, different cultures, different
civilizations could neet and find
comon ground. \Wen peopl e cone
together, flowers always flourish.
The air is rich wwth the aroma of a

new spring." He'd go on to say |later
on in the speech to all of us and to
be enbl azoned in our nenory, to keep
hope alive. Keep hope alive.

Spoken |i ke soneone grounded and
formed by the Bl ack church, in the
Bl ack church tradition. Think about
it in terns of what he produced to
name an organi zati on, PUSH, which
nmeans people united to save
humanity, is an explicit adm ssion
that we are in a profound social and

political crisis.

Page 166

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

To insist that we keep hope
al i ve acknow edges that soneone or
sonething is trying to snuff hope
out. Jesse Jackson never played
down the stakes of our politics. He
named them He confronted them As
the reason why the stakes were high,
he even naned poverty, right? And
why we needed to turn, and
reconsi der our choi ces and our way,
he called us essentially to turn
around and to repent. He carried on
and transmuted the best traditions
of the Black church, of its
procl amation, of the social gospel,
and cooperative economcs, and
econom ¢ activismin our
communities. He was one of the
gl obal faces of Black Anerica in an
era when Bl ack America becane a
gl obal factor, becom ng one of the
nmost i nportant unofficial diplomts
in the country, unofficial only in

terns of appointnent. He wal ked and
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operated with the stature and

i nfl uence of governnent actors.
Those who have been around

DC know t hat he was known as the

shadow senator. That was the man

who woul d be able to go and get

fol ks who were hostages and bring

t hem back when ot her el ected

officials couldn't do it. That was

t he Reverend Jesse Jackson. He

cultivated fierce, Black,

progressive, independent political

| eaders in and out of office for his

entire life. He often backed

I nsurgent | eft-w ng canpai gns.

Maybe it sounds famliar to you.

This ethos has directly inforned the

politics and the practice as the

| eader has already nentioned of the

Wrking Famlies Party, which was

born out of the end of his 1988

presidential canpaign. Dan Cantor,

who was the previous executive

director of the -- of the -- of the
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Nati onal Working Famlies Party, was
t he | abor coordi nator on that
canpai gn and co-created what now
becones the Wrking Fam lies Party,
originally called the New Party.
This is the work of the Reverend
Jesse Jackson.

Hs -- as | said, he was
part of the Black church. He was a
griot, as it were, a prophet to the
people. He was al so an actual
co-pastor. He was the co-pastor of
the Fell owship M ssionary Bapti st
Church in Chicago. Chicago was on
fire right nowin light of the
transition of one of their |eaders,
and the current pastor of that
church, the Reverend Regi nal d Shar pe
actually had this to say about him
He said, "Few nen becone synbols.
Over tinme, Reverend Jackson
transcended fl esh and was
transforned into a synbol, a synbol

of hope, a synbol of resilience, a
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synbol of conpassion.” Synbols
demand nore than our comenorati on;
t hey demand our comm tnent. They
demand our commtnent. That is so
I nportant for us to recognize that
we see that at the start of this
Lenten and Ranmdan season, a synbol
has died. And a rem nder of what we
must do when that happens is this:
When there is death am dst our
i deal s and our synbols, we bring
life back to our ideals and our
synbol s when we rethink them That
Is the logic behind repentance. To
rethink, to reconsider, to think
again.

My |ate nentor, the Bishop
Carl ton Pearson, was al ways
particularly pricked by Donal d
Trunp's resi stance to repentance,
because it neans that you're not
even willing to rethink, which is
deadly for anybody, |et al one

| eaders. We should all be willing
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to think, to rethink, and to think
again. Pope Leo just said yesterday
in his Ash Wednesday refl ection,
"How rare it is to find adults who
repent ?" Peopl e, businesses, and
Institutions who admt they were
wong. How refreshing it would be
I f we would all ow what this season
offers us? Tinme for reflection,
time for devotion, tine for
reconsi deration of our way, and how
we m ght go about and |ive anot her
way, | think we would be nuch better
forward. Between Christians and
Muslinms, today | had the honor of
of fer -- of having Rabbi Shawn Zevit
of M shkan Shal om Synagogue of fer
our invocation. W have all these
great traditions converging at this
time, and | think we're feeling that
ener gy.

But | think between
Christians and Muslins, there are

hundr eds of thousands of
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Phi | adel phi ans who have, this week,
determ ned to adhere to this
particul ar spiritual discipline, a
particular turn away from oursel ves,
and towards those hi gher things,
t hose pure practices, those higher
hopes and deeper devotions to find
and refine oneself fromthe inside
out. So to those adherence, those
observance, and to those who aren't,
for that matter, every norning when
| wake up, | say a little prayer for
you, and | hope you pray for ne.
Let this season be one where we can
rethink, reconsider, repent, and in
doi ng so, do what the Reverend
Jackson called us to do: Go a
little bit higher. My it be so of
all of us. Thank you,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
| want to take a nonent to
acknow edge the head of 332, who's

just quietly joining us today is Sam
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Staton, Jr. As well as the CEO of
Big Bloc Entertai nnent, M. Walt
Reeder, Jr. quietly joining us
today. Thank you very mnuch, sir.

Any speeches on behal f of
the mpjority? The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President. Today
we enacted a ballot question that if
approved by voters woul d nake the
O fice of the Youth Orbudsperson
permanent. The O fice of the Youth
Onbudsperson pronotes the health,
wel f are, education, safety,
wel | bei ng, and reentry of
Phi | adel phia youth placed in
juvenile justice, child welfare, or
behavi oral health residential care
facilities. A study found that
bet ween 2010 and 2018, children in
PA residential facilities were
physically maltreated 156 tines,

exposed to i nappropriate sexual
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contacts 73 tinmes, and suffered at
| east 43 incidents of verbal

mal treatment by staff. 44 percent
of the facilities reviewed had
repeated viol ations of physical or
sexual maltreatnent of children.

It 1s not surprising that
abuse persist when in nany cases
juvenile justice placenents require
young people to report abuse to the
sane staff at the sane pl acenent
facility, which has been abusing
them Wio would trust that process?
Contrast this with the thoughtful
approach the City of Phil adel phia's
of fice of the Youth Orbudsperson
takes. They devel op materials and
educat e young peopl e about their
rights. They build trusting
rel ati onships with young peopl e and
act as an independent entity to
receive conplaints. They review
facility policies and data to ensure

that systens and policies set up
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staff and young people for success.
And of course, they contact
appropriate authorities to address
urgent safety concerns.

Studi es and horrifying
accounts we've heard from young
peopl e prove we cannot | eave this
function to the State. No one cares
for our kids as nmuch as we do. W
need an office dedicated to
nmonitoring the conditions in all
yout h congregate care facilities.

We need the office of the Youth
Onbudsperson, and we need it
per manent|y.

| want to thank the city of
Phi | adel phi a's yout h Orbudsperson,
Tracy Johnson, for her steadfast
| eadershi p. Thank you as well to
every young person, parent,
advocate, and expert who was a part
of this work. Children First, the
Def ender Associ ati on of
Phi | adel phia, the Juvenile Law
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Center, the Youth Sentencing and
Reentry Project, the Education Law
Center, and so nmany others. And on
a conpletely different note, | want
to wish the West Philly Hi gh Boys
basketball team good luck in this
week' s public | eague chanpi onship
gane.

Can we get a round of
appl ause for West Philly H gh?

| mhotep nay be the reigning
chanpi ons, but Philly | oves an
underdog, so we're rooting for our
speed boys to bring the trophy hone
to West Philly. Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
She is handling your business, sir.
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l nenber
Dr. N na Ahnmad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHMAD:  Thank
you, Council President. | want to
start by recognizing the real public
health m | estone that happened

yesterday. | joined Council
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Presi dent and the nmayor yesterday at
a press conference, and that's where
the Departnent of Public Health and
Departnent of Air Managenent
Servi ces announced Phil adel phia's
expanded network of ground-Ilevel air
pol lution nonitors. So residents
can access real -time nei ghbor hood-
| evel air quality data. That
matters because air quality isn't
theoretical; it's asthma, it's
m ssed school, it's energency room
visits, it's long-term heart and
| ung di sease. And when the data is
public and local, it hel ps residents
protect thenselves and it hel ps
governnment act with precision and
accountability. But public health
doesn't work if people can't access
I nformation, trust it, and
understand it.

Phi | adel phia is one of the
nost diverse cities in the country,

and our residents speak nore than 85
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native | anguages and di al ects.
That's why | introduced a resol ution
recogni zi ng I nternational Mbther
Language Day to honor |inguistic

di versity and reaffirmthat | anguage
access is part of dignity, justice,
and opportunity. Because in
heal t hcare, | anguage can be -- make
the difference between prevention
and crisis.

And | also wanted to talk
about what this nmeans to ne,
particularly this Mther Language
Day that UNESCO has designated as to
be February 21st. Wen | was young,
and i n Bangl adesh, we commenor at ed
that day and the |ives that were
sacrificed for young students whose
lives were sacrificed in that fight
to be able to speak and practice our
-- speak our | anguage and practice
our culture. So it is a very -- it
Is a very significant nonent for ne

because ny chil dhood was shaped by
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wat chi ng people fight and fight for
their freedomand fight for their
freedomto practice their culture.

| al so wanted to tal k about
the other resolution that |
i ntroduced. W are |ooking at
efforts at the federal |evel that
woul d make it harder for people to
exerci se basic rights, like the
right to vote. The US House has
passed the Save Act, and it woul d
add new paperwork barriers to voter
regi stration and actual ly voti ng.
Those burdens woul d fall hardest on
peopl e who al ready face obstacl es.
And that includes wonen who change
their nanes due to marriage or
di vorce because their birth
certificates may not match current
identification, creating a risk of
delay or denial. It also
di sproportionately inpacts seniors,
people with disabilities, |owincone

voters, and naturalized citizens.
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That is why | introduced this
resolution, urging the Senate to
oppose this harnful bill.

You know, this common
thread of barriers befalling
communi ties who are hardest hit,
particularly wonen and margi nali zed
residents, and we have a
responsibility as a governnent to
address these things. And in that
vein, | also wanted to invite
everyone to a hearing on Monday,
February 23rd, the Commttee of
Heal th and Human Services w il hold
a public hearing to exam ne the
current state of reproductive
heal t hcare in Philadel phia. And I'm
really pleased that we are going to
have anot her hearing, the people's
hearing that ny col | eague Kendra
Books is hosting soon after, and we
are going to -- Philadelphia is
going to pay attention to these

issues. We will cover a w de range
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of issues: nenstruation, fibroids,
PCOS, nenopause, STl prevention,

mat ernal heal th, abortion care,
LEBTQ plus health, and how access is
shaped by funding cuts, facility

cl osures, and provide safety --

provi der safety concerns.

So -- and before I end, |
don't see this young man here, who
was sitting right here. | wanted to
congratul ate Ray Johnson, who is
nmoving fromny office to
Counci | menber Jay's office and
getting pronoted from policy advisor
to legislative director. So we w sh
himwell, and | was hopi ng he was
going to be here. And | also want
to tell him nake sure you send ne
all the information we need, Ray, to
-- for the next person to pick up.
But we are very proud of Ray for
many of the much of the work he's
done in our office, and we're

| ooking to see hi mnoving on up.
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Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. The Chair recognizes
Councilman JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Thank you, Council president. 1'd
like to start off by first saying
happy Ramadan to all ny Muslim
brothers and sisters. [It's kind of
funny, I'man Irish Catholic, and ny
best friend is an African Anmerican
Muslim very devout. And because of
our friendship, | got the pleasure
of | earning so nmuch about that
culture, especially when it cones to
Ramadan. You know, one of the
traditions during Ranadan is to
fast, and that is to nmake sacrifices
for all of the blessings that you
have been granted throughout the
years. So this is your sacrifice to
gi ve back, and that's the sinple
version as it was explained to ne.

But it was al so explained to ne that
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if for any reason you are unable to
fast, that their tradition is, for
medi cal or whatever, the tradition
is that you woul d feed sonebody

I nst ead.

So when that in mnd, when
| worked for Senator Street, | was
proud that we started feeding free
food for the whole nonth of Ramadan.
Every day we give out 200 to 400
neal s for the whole 30 days of
Ramadan. So today, they wll be at
58th Street Canpus, 2000 South, 58th
Street. You can drive on by on your
way hone, pick up a neal so that
when it's tine to break fast, you're
prepared. it's rough when you don't
go without eating all day, | |earned
that from bei ng around Senat or
Street. So you want to break fast
as soon as you're able to break
fast.

So, you know, this is our

way of giving back and it's also ny
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way of hel ping and giving back, even
though I aman Irish Catholic,
during this tinme. | always say,
peopl e that know ne know that | say
all the tinme that if we would just
learn a little bit nore about each
other's culture, we'd have a | ot
| ess problens. So God bl ess
everyone. And the only other thing
| wll say is that after this, there
will be a neeting across the hall
for 1'"'mhosting a briefing for
I mredi ately foll ow ng counsel for
Friends of the Children. This
organi zation is a nentor pair -- a
nment or program pairing students with
mentors from m ddl e school through
hi gh school. Please cone get sone
i nformati on, and of course, there
wi |l be food provided. Thank you,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. The chair recogni zes

Counci I man Jeffrey J. Young.
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COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President. First, | --in
the spirit of sonme of ny coll eagues,
| just want to nention the season
that we're in right now. And | want
to first wish, you know, the
residents of the city of
Phi | adel phia, the constituents, ny
famly, yeah, Ramadan Mibarak. You
know, this is a tine where, you
know, famlies gather, right? And
you | ook at Phil adel phia, you | ook
at the Bl ack population here in the
city of Philadel phia, this is going
to be a great tine for sone of our
famlies to get back in touch with
one another, right? That's how we
grow our community, that's how we
ensure our community thrives, is by
just staying together as a famly.
And | hope that this Ramadan, our
community gets together as a famly.

And on that note, we are --

our toy drive is live, and so for
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t hose who would |ike to partici pate,
we have several |ocations where you
can drop off toys for those who wll
be cel ebrati ng Ramadan t hr oughout
the nonth at nmy office, Room 586
Cty Hall, at our district office,
2815 Ridge Avenue. |I'mat the Cty
Comm ssioner's office at Broad and
Dauphi n, and al so at Penrose Rec
Center. We will be collecting toys
t hroughout the nonth of Ranmadan.
And, you know, yesterday
was Ash Wednesday for those in the
Christian faith. You know,
celebrating a tine where, you know,
it istime to naybe let go of sone
things that we don't necessarily
need. You know, so you think about
that, then you also think about a
coupl e days ago, it's Lunar New
Year, and of those who know what the
-- what season we're in, it's the
Fire Horse. So just |ook that up

and just know |'"'mw th all of that
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energy right now. So just know what
that is. Just know what that is.
But on a nore serious
topic, | want to let the community
know t hat we have an RFP out for
devel opnent right now, and around
19th and 20th at Norris for about
over 20 properties for devel opnent
for Turn the Key. So if you are
interested and you want to
participate in a devel opnent of your
community, please visit the
phi | | yl andbank.org, there's a
pre-subm ssi on Zoom conf erence
tonorrow at 10: 00 a.m The RFP
cl oses on April the 8th. So if you
want to be a part of the devel opnent
of your community, please apply for
this RFP. There will be neetings --
community neetings to discuss this
and ot her projects as well
t hroughout the 5th Council District.
On the same note, Love Park. [|I'm

excited for its revitalization of
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t he saucer building. There was a
pre- RFP neeting yesterday wth sone
vendors who are eager to apply to
help us revitalize that space that
has been abandoned for sone tine
here in Center City. Looking
forward to those responses as well.
And that's all | have for today,
M. President. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. The Chair recognizes
Council man Dr. Anthony Philli ps.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President. |
rise today to say that we nust
protect our children at all costs.
That is why today we were -- thanks
to the support of our coll eagues, |
was able to have a bill that was so
i nportant to protecting our children
passed today. Quite frankly, in the
city of Philadel phia, we have so
many i ndividual stores that sell

t obacco products to our children.
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And as a result of our -- these

t obacco products being sold to our
children, at tinmes, these businesses
are caught and they're shut down,

but they're reopened again, and
oftentines, they end up doing it
agai n because they know that they
can keep having this happen over and
over again.

Today's bill that was
passed by nenbers of Gty Council,
and |'mthankful that we had their
support. "Provide established
mandat ory educati on and conpli ance
training for retailers who violate
the Iaw. Business owners who are
cited must conpl ete education
training within 60 days and provi de
proof of conpliance before they're
are able to receive a permt or
renew their operations and have the
ability to resune their business.
It's not punitive; it's about

responsi bl e governance, and we want

Page 189

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

to nake sure that young people are
protected. W also know that young
peopl e are affected by tobacco. And
it's a preventable illness. And we
got to -- early exposure can really
cause long-term addiction. So we
have to protect them So what we're
saying here is, if you violate the
law, you will be required to
understand the law. [If you put
young people at risk, you wll be
hel d accountable. So |'m thankf ul
for all of our colleagues who are
supporting this initiative in
provi di ng saf eguards for young
people in the city of Phil adel phi a.
And lastly, | just wanted
to note that we lost a giant. One
of the reasons why | decided to
enter the world of service at a
young age was because of | eaders
i ke Reverend Jesse Jackson. | am
beyond -- at a | oss of words,

because Jesse Jackson neant a lot to
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nme gromng up. | -- people used to
say, you're just |like Jesse Jackson,
or you're connected to Jesse
Jackson. You talk like Jesse
Jackson. | nean, | always wanted to
be an agent of social change. |
didn't know what that | ooked |ike as
a young person, but | renenber
havi ng wat ched Eyes on the Prize
films, and, you know, reading books
about the Cvil Rights Mvenent, and
Jesse Jackson was al ways at the
forefront. He chall enged systens
that profited fromharm and he
demanded accountability from
institutions that failed the people
they serve. H's work rem nds us
that policy is a noral work and we
have to protect our young peopl e.

So the bill that | did
today protects children fromillegal
t obacco sales. That is justice, and
it"s in the spirit of Jesse Jackson

who was al ways concerned about our
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young people. So with that being
said, Council President, let's
continue to work in the spirit of
Jesse Jackson, let's continue to be
t houghtful, and let's continue to
fight because his work carries on
t hrough our | egacy. Thank you so
much.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. The Chair
recogni zes Counci |l nenber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU
Thank you, Council President. | was
so proud to host Ukrainian Counci |
and honor Ukrai ni an organi zations in
Phi | adel phia today for their service
to Ukrai nian Anmericans, UKrainian
refugees in the broader Phil adel phia
communi ty. The broader Phil adel phi a
region is hone to nore than 15, 000
Ukrai nian i mm grants, and as |
| earned today, 100, 000 peopl e when
count their descendants, nmany of

whom have hel ped build and maintain
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smal | busi nesses, faith
institutions, and nonprofit

organi zations. Phil adel phia is not
Phi | adel phia wi t hout our thriving

I mm grant conmunities. It was an
honor to |ift up one of those
communi ties this norning.

Today, | also proudly
recogni ze Phil adel phia Gay News on
the 50th anniversary of this nedia
power house. Thank you so nuch to
Stonewal | Legend and PGN publi sher,
Mark Segal, for joining us today to
hel p recogni ze this anni versary.
PGN i s one of the country's | ongest
runni ng LGBTQ plus publications and
serves as a vital, independent voice
that contributes to the ongoing
| egacy of queer representation here
in Philadelphia. As a longtine
reader at PG\, | amextrenely proud
to recognize themw th this honor
today. And | |ook forward to

anot her 50 years of reading sone
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Philly Gay News.

Finally, al ongside
Counci | menber Gaut hi er introduced a
resol ution urging the US Depart nent
of Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent,
HUD, to expand investnents in
per manent supportive housing, an
evi dence- based solution to
honel essness. These funds support
| ocal housing authorities, social
service providers, and conmunity-
based organi zations that deliver
services critical to keeping those
nost in need with a place to stay.
The consequences of losing this
fundi ng are severe, harm ng
Phi | adel phia residents, straining
muni ci pal services and wor seni ng our
ongoi ng housing crisis. |t wll
I ncrease rates of honel essness and
housing instability and pl ace
additional strain on city resources.

To Pennsyl vani a

Congressi onal del egation, the
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adm nistration of the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a and rel evant federal
agencies, we urge you to take action
to ensure that this support service
remai ns funded and responsive to
Phi | adel phians. And finally, | want
to take a nonent of personal
privilege to wi sh a happy birthday
to ny twn sister tonorrow, which
nmeans it's ny birthday, too. Happy
bi rt hday, Suzanne. | |ove you.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Well, in the spirit of Council nmenber
Jam e Gauthier, let ne spin the
bl ock and say, nenbers of Council,
let's wish Rue a happy birthday. So
we won't see her tonmorrow. Happy
bi rt hday, Rue.

Heari ng no nore speeches.
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
| sai ah Thomas for a notion to
adj our n.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
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Thank you, Council President. |
nove that Council stands adj ourned
until Thursday, February 26th, 2026
at 10:00 a. m

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Al those in favor will signify by
sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it.
Thank you very nuch.

W will see you next
Thur sday, February the 26th. Thank
you very nuch.

(State neeting concluded at 12:45 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

| hereby certify that the proceedi ngs and
evi dence are contained fully and accurately in the
notes taken by ne of the above case, and this copy is a

correct transcript of the sane.

Sananda J. Ros

Samanda J. Ri os

Court Reporter
Notary Public of PA & DE

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction of the
sane by any neans unl ess under the direct control

and/ or supervision of the certifying reporter.)
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