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COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Good
norning. This is the Cormittee on
Fi nance for today Wdnesday, February
16, 2022.

| understand that state |aw
currently requires that the follow ng
announcenent be nmade at the beginning of
every renote public hearing as follows:
Due to the current public health
enmergency, City Council Commttees are
currently nmeeting renotely on M crosoft
Teans to have these renote hearings
possi bl e.

Instructions for how the public
may view and of fer public testinony at
public hearings of Council Conmittees
are included in the public hearing
notices that are published in the Daily
News, Phil adel phia Inquirer and Legal
Intelligencer prior to the hearings and
can al so be found on PHLCouncil.com |
now note that the hour has cone to cal
this hearing to order

M. lannuzzi, will you please

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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call the roll to take attendance.
Menmbers that are in attendance, will you
pl ease indicate that you are present
when your nane is called and say a few
wor ds when respondi ng so that your image
will be displayed on screen when you
speak.

THE CLERK: Apol ogi es.
Counci | menber Al | an Donb.

COUNCI LMAN DOVB:  Good nor ni ng,
M. Chair and coll eagues. |'m present.

THE CLERK: Counci |l menber Hel en

Gym

COUNCI LWOVMAN GYM  Good
norning, M. Chair and col |l eagues. | am
present.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber

Curtis Jones, Jr.
(No response.)

THE CLERK:  Counci | nenber Mark
Squi I | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Mor ni ng,
M. Chair and col | eagues. Present.

THE CLERK: Chair G een.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Good nor ni ng

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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and good norning to all of ny
col | eagues. Counci | menber Jones | know
is also here. Just give us a few
monment s.

(Brief recess.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
nor ni ng.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Good
nor ni ng. Thank you, Council menber Bass.

W will now proceed with the
hearing. Thank you. W now have a
quorum and the Cormittee is present.

The hearing is now called to order.

This is the public hearing of the

Conm ttee on Finance regarding Bill Nos.
220006, 220079 and 220080.

M. lannuzzi, will you pl ease
read the titles of the bills.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 220080, an
ordi nance aut hori zing the execution,
delivery and performance by the
Phi | adel phia Facilities Managenent
Cor poration on behalf of the
Phi | adel phia Gas Wrks of a Renewal of

Service Agreenent for Gas Storage and
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Transportati on under Rate Schedul e GSS
with Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line
Conpany, LLC

Bill No. 220079, an ordi nance
constituting the Twenty-sixth
Suppl enental O di nance to the Restated
General Water and Wastewater Revenue
Bond Ordi nance of the 1989, as
suppl enmented, et cetera.

And Bill No. 220006, an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 19-4000,
entitled "lIncone Inequality Initiative
Earned I ncome Tax Credit," by requiring
enpl oyers to provide notification to
wor kers regarding availability of
certain additional federal and Cty tax
benefit prograns and extending the
Departnent of Revenue's notification and
reporting requirenments to such
addi ti onal tax benefit prograns; al
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you
M. lannuzzi.

Bef ore we begin to hear

testinony fromthe w tnesses we have for

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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t oday, everyone who has been invited to
the neeting to testify -- excuse nme, the
hearing to testify should be aware that
this public hearing is being recorded.
Because the hearing is public,

partici pants and vi ewers have no
reasonabl e expectation of privacy. By
continuing to be in this hearing, you
are consenting to being recorded.

Additionally, prior to
recogni zi ng Menbers for questions or
comments that they have for witnesses,
wi Il note for the record at this tine
that we will use the chat feature
available in Mcrosoft Teans to all ow
Menbers to signify that they wish to be
recogni zed. 1In order to conply with the
Sunshine Act, the chat feature nust only
be used for this purpose.

M. lannuzzi, will you please
call the first witness regarding Bill
No., give ne one second, 220080.

THE CLERK: John Zuk, Seni or
Vi ce-president for Gas Managenent at

PGW

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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MR, ZUK: Good norning,

Counci | peopl e. Chairnman Green, would
you like ne to read ny testinony?

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Yes.

M. Zuk, before you state your
testinony, | would also like to
acknowl edge that we are joined by
Counci | menber Jones as wel | .

COUNCI LMAN OH  And
Counci | menber David Ch. Thank you,

Chai r man.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  And
Counci | man David On. Thank you,

Counci | menber Oh.

M. Zuk, please just state your
nane for the record and then proceed
with your testinony.

MR ZUK: M nane is John Zuk,
as Senior Vice-president for Philly Gas
Wrks. Good day, Chairman G een and
menbers of City Council Committee on
Fi nance. M nane is John Zuk. | amthe
Seni or Vice-president, Gas Managenent of
Phi | adel phia Gas Whks. |'m appearing

today on behal f of PGWin support of

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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Bill No. 220080, which woul d approve a
request to renew service agreenent for
Rat e Schedul e GSS, approving a request
for authorization to execute, deliver
and performa renewal of service
agreenent under rate GSS with
Transconti nental Gas Pipeline Conpany,
LLC.

PFMC enters into natural gas
storage and transportation contracts on
behal f of PGNto all ow PGNto, one,
bal ance both its systemrequirenents as
well as third party supplier
requi rements when actual denmand may be
nore or |ess than forecasted demand,
reduce the amount of gas and additi onal
firmpipeline capacity that PGW needs to
keep under contract for demand spikes in
t he operating season, maintain added
security in case of pipeline
di sruptions, i.e., hurricanes, pipeline
failures, supplier freeze-offs and
terrorist attacks, reduce dependency on
PGW s suppl enmental supply assets, i.e.,

LNG and obtain a physical pricing

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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advant age during the operating season
since all gas volumes are historically
injected in the out-of-operating season
time frame when gas demand and prici ng
is historically |ower.

PGW's current Rate GSS Service
Agreement with Transcontinental Gas Pipe
Li ne Company, LLC has a term ending
March 31, 2023, and Transco has i nforned
PGWthat they are willing to offer PGWVa
renewal of the agreenent for an
addi ti onal term ending on March 31,

2028, provided that PGWNenters into such
renewal by March 31, 2022.

The gas storage and bundl e
transportation that is the subject of
this proposal of the agreenent conprises
approxi mately 20 percent of PGWs total
storage capacity and is one of PGWNs
| east expensive storages. And if PGWis
unable to renew its contract for GSS
storage and transportation with Transco,
PGWw || have to attenpt to replicate
this service for both bal ancing and

operating season delivery, at an

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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increase in cost at approximtely $8.5
mllion per year.

PGWis required to conply with
the | east cost fuel procurenent policy
requi rement mandat ed by the Pennsyl vani a
Public Wility Conmission at 66 Pa. In
order to neet this |egal requirenent,
PGW rmust respond to nar ket procurenent
condi tions and standards regarding the
acqui sition of gas supply, storage,
distribution, transportation and
transm ssion, and the renewal of Service
Agreenment Under Rate Schedule GSS is
consistent with the form of agreenent
for use under Transco's GSS Rate
Schedul e contained in the Transco FERC
Tariff.

I n concl usi on, PGW proposed the
approval of the request to renew a
servi ce agreenment for Rate schedul e GSS.
Therefore, PGWrespectfully asks the
Committee for a favorable report on Bil
No. 220080 and the City Council
approval . PGWal so respectfully

requests suspension of the rules for

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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initial reading of this bill

| would like to extend our
appreciation to both the Comm ssion and
its staff conducting the budget review
that was both efficient and
conprehensive. Also, on behalf of PGW
| would like to thank Gty Council for
its past support of our efforts to serve
the citizens of Philadel phia and | ook
forward to your continued support. | am
avai l able to respond to any questions
concerning this nmatter. Thank you for
your tine and consideration in this
matter.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you,
M. Zuk. Before we take any questions
from nenbers of Council that they may
have, just froman overall perspective,
you provided a lot of information. But
if you can just in a very succinct way
state the savings that the citizens or
the ratepayers of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia will benefit by this
contract?

MR, ZUK: The savi ngs, we

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
215-504- 4622
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currently inject as | stated earlier
inject into the off system storage at
approximately it will |ast about $3 per
dek. And if we would have went out --

COUNCI LMAN GREEN. M. Zuk,
when you say dek, you're saying
dekat herm correct?

MR ZUK: Yes, thank you
dekatherm And if we were to go out and
have to purchase this gas we'll say
previously in January, you were talking
about $10 per dekatherm so you can see
it's a $7 difference. If we had to go
out and if we didn't have the storage to
go out and purchase it during the tinme
that we needed it.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:.  Absol utely.
And this provides the opportunity to
froma timng perspective enable us to
pur chase and al so have the storage
ability within the Transco pipeline at a
time and at a nmeans that make it nore
feasi bl e and nore economnical for both
the ratepayers and for the systemas a

whol e?

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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MR ZUK: That is correct.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you
Are there any questions from any nmenbers
of the Committee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN GREEN: | know t hat
the Gas Conmi ssion staff and | know
CGenel a Mcd endon, Esqg., Chair of -- the
Executive Director of the Gas Conm ssion
and her staff also reviewed and approved
this proposal through their review. The
Gas Conmi ssion al so supported this
approval unani nously through our Gas
Conmi ssion hearing previous to this
Fi nance Conmittee hearing.

So with that, are there any
addi ti onal questions from nenbers of the
Conmittee for M. Zuk?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Ckay.
Seei ng and heari ng none, thank you,
M. Zuk, for your testinony. And I
believe that is the only witness for
this matter, Bill No. 220079.

And | don't see or hear any

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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ot her nmenmbers of Council that have
questions for this wtness regarding
this bill.

So we'll now call on
M. lannuzzi to call the next panel of
wi tnesses to testinony regarding Bill
No. 220006. Before we have those
W t nesses testify, | know Counci | menber
Donb woul d Iike to be recognized for a
comment .

COUNCI LMAN DOMB:  Thank you,
Chai r person G een.

And |'m pursuing this
| egi sl ation today that requires
enpl oyers to notify their enpl oyees
about the Phil adel phi a Wage Tax refund
and the Federal Child Tax Credit, in
addition to the EITC program which is
already required in our Philadel phia
Code. And these prograns were really
created to hel p Phil adel phi ans who are
doing their best to put food on their
table to pay their bills.

And speaking to Bill Col derer

at United Way, he tells ne there's over

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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1 $1 billion in federal noney in sone of

2 these prograns that we don't get into

3 t he hands of Phil adel phi ans, and we

4 continue to |l eave this noney on the

5 table. So if we really want to help

6 these struggling famlies -- and every

7 one of us should be doing this, there's

8 nothing nore inportant that | can think

9 of right now -- is public safety and

10 getting federal noney of $1 billion into
11 t he hands of Phil adel phi ans.

12 So | appreciate our enployers
13 working in partnership to increase the
14 nunber of people signing up for these
15 safety net progranms they help fund. And
16 | also want to nention this bill also
17 i ncludes the payroll service conpanies.
18 So a payroll service conpany, whether

19 it's ADP ro Paychex, whatever that
20 conpany is, we want themto also send
21 out a notification to the enpl oyees that
22 are getting checks about these prograns.
23 | want to thank my cosponsors
24 on this legislation, Council nmenbers
25 G een, G Ilnore R chardson, Johnson

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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Br ooks, Gauthier, Thonas and Gym And
today we al so have nenbers of the
Revenue Department who have been
extrenely helpful in crafting this
| egislation. Thank you to all of you.
And al so, Mary Arthur who's from
Canpai gn for Wrking Fanilies, a
nonprofit fighting al ongsi de of us
working tirelessly -- she does a great
job -- to ensure Phil adel phians file
their taxes and access these benefits.

So | thank ny coll eagues for
bei ng here today, and hope to have your
votes on this legislation. And | want
to thank all the partners. Really we
owe a debt of gratitude to all of you.

Thank you very nmuch, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you,
Counci | menber Donb.

Counci | menber Jones woul d |i ke
to be recognized.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
M. Chai r nan.

| just want to go on record

t hanki ng Menmber Donb for staying focused

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
215-504- 4622
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on this inportant conmponent of the
reduction of poverty and actually
putting food on the plates of
Phi | adel phi ans. W average, at | east
back in the day, before the Benefits
program was designed which is a
codification of eligibility for
Phi | adel phians and if you plug in your
information one tinme, you get qualified
for many benefits under what your
particul ar denographic is eligible for,
it was estimated back inits tine to be
about $11, 000 per eligible fam ly that
was being left on the table. Everything
fromdental benefits, eye benefits,
heal th care benefits and rebates that we
were eligible for, but the federal
gover nnent gave --
(Background interruption.)

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Hol d on
Counci | menmber Jones.

Counci | mrenber Sanchez, if you
can nmute yoursel f. Thank you.
Pl ease proceed, Council nenber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes, that's

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
215-504- 4622
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quite all right. So for you to stay
focused on this, it is equal to any
rebate or any stinulus package that gets
given, it's noney we are deserving of
and definitely needed when all other
benefits are slowy bei ng waned away,
that staying focused on these kinds of
things are very inportant. So thank
you, Menber Donb.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you
Counci | renber Jones. Thank you,
Counci | menber Donb.

VW will now nove forward to the
panel for Bill No. 220006.

M. lannuzzi, if you can call the
wi t nesses for this panel

THE CLERK: Rebecca Lopez
Kriss, Deputy Commi ssioner for Policy &
Qutreach, Phil adel phia Departnent of
Revenue.

M5. LOPEZ KRI'SS: Good norni ng.
Good norni ng, Chairperson Geen and
nmenbers of the Conmittee on Finance. M
nane i s Rebecca Lopez Kriss. |'mthe

Deputy Comm ssioner for the Policy &

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
215-504- 4622
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Qutreach at the Departnent of Revenue.
COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you
and pl ease proceed with your testinony.
M5. LOPEZ KRI'SS: Good norning.
My nane i s Rebecca Lopez Kriss and |I'm
the Deputy Revenue Comnmi ssioner for
Policy & Qutreach. | amhere today to
present on Bill 220006. This bill
expands the City's reporting
requi rements for the foll ow ng tax
prograns: The Earned |ncone Tax
Program -- excuse ne, the Earned | ncomne
Tax Credit or EITC, the Child Tax Credit
or CIC and the Low | ncone Wage Tax
Refund. Specifically, Bill 220006
requires three things: It requires the
creation of a newtax liability
reduction eligibility notice by the
Depart nent of Revenue. This notice,
accessible to all Philadel phia
residents, will describe each program
its eligibility requirenents,
appl i cation processes and associ at ed
contact information.

The bill also requires all

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
215-504- 4622
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enpl oyers to provide the tax liability
reduction notice to their enpl oyees by
February 15th of each year. And
finally, the bill also establishes
annual reporting requirenents on its
i mpl ementation. By July 1st of each
year, the Departnment of Revenue will
publish a report on its website that
i ncl udes the nunber of Phil adel phia
residents to receive the benefits from
the EITC, CIC and Low I nconme Wage Tax
Ref und program and the esti mated
el igi bl e popul ati ons.

The Administration supports
Bill 220006. However, | do want to just
make it clear in our testinony that due
to eligibility expansion |ast year and
the lack of specific data fromthe
federal governnment, estimating the
nunber of residents eligible for CTCis
conplicated. W will do our best to
comply with all annual reporting
requirements outlined in this bill

Like Gty Council, we believe

it's inportant to hel p taxpayers apply

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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for our tax programlike the Low I ncone
Wage Tax Refund and federal programs

li ke the EITC and CTC. W al so believe
it is inmportant to show taxpayers what
Is available in clear and understandabl e
terms. This bill will help us do both

t hi ngs by establishing the informational
tax liability reduction formas creating
fixed reporting requirenents.

W | ook forward to working with
City Council and the Ofice of
Communi ty, Enpowernment & Cpportunity in
i mpl ementing this bill. Thank you for
the opportunity to testify, and I'm
happy to answer any questions.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you
Ms. Lopez Kriss.

Are there any questions for
this wtness?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Seei ng and
heari ng none, M. lannuzzi, can you call
t he next w tness.

THE CLERK: Mary Arthur, CEO

and President of the Canpaign for

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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Working Famlies.

MS. ARTHUR: Good norni ng,
everyone. Thank you for the invitation
and thank you, Councilnman Donb, for
keeping this on the forefront on all of
our minds. |'ve been doing this work
now for 18 years and I'mjust going to
start with a taxpayer that we did work
for on Saturday. She --

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Ms. Arthur,
if you can just --

M5. ARTHUR: Can you hear ne?

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Yes. If you
can state your nane for the record for
t he stenographer so she can hear that,
and then proceed with your testinony.

M5, ARTHUR  Sorry. | get too
exci ted about my work.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  That's okay.

M5. ARTHUR. My nane is Mary
Arthur, and | amthe President and CEO
of the Canpaign for Wbrking Famlies.

We provide free tax preparation services
to residents of the Gty of

Phi | adel phia. So again, |'mvery

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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grateful for this opportunity to talk
about this work.

But | wanted to start with a
story from Saturday. W prepared a
young lady's tax return who was eligible
for all the credits that are being
menti oned here. She received a refund
check of $17,000. Her goal is to buy a
hone. So with the help of the Gty and
enpl oyers, think of the inpact that this
bill will have on all the famlies.

Part of our task is to put out
in the coomunity the credits that are
available to them to reach as nany
people, individuals and fanmlies to
receive these credits. However, wth
your support and the support of this
bill, just think about the inpact that
this could have on the residents. Wen
we tal k about a renter, soneone noving
fromrenting to owni ng, soneone that can
feed their famly without the stress of
wondering where that next neal is going
to cone from buying clothes for their

chil dren, maki ng hone inprovenents and

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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those hone i nprovenents becone comunity
i nprovenents and all the refunds that
cone back to the famlies and

i ndi viduals come back to the Gty of

Phi | adel phia, because that's where
they're going to spend their dollars.

So we are absolutely in support
of Bill 220006 because of all that it
can do for the residents of the City of
Phi | adel phia. And if our goal is to
hel p nove Phil adel phia out of poverty,
this bill is a great starting place for
it. Al the famlies, all the working
peopl e that do not know, we've been in
busi ness for 19 years.

However, there are thousands in
the City that still do not know that
these credits are available to them
And in the education of letting them
know that it is, we the Canpaign can
educate themto the point of follow ng
those returns for themand letting them
know that by getting these tax credits,
it does not affect any other of your

benefits. It does not go to cause any

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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negativity in your life outside of the
i nprovenents.

People are afraid to fall for
these credits because they don't know if
they have to pay them back. They really
just don't understand what the word tax
credit neans. And with your help and
the work that we do, we can really nake
impact in the Gty of Philadel phia. So
| really thank you for this opportunity,
and |'m avail able for any questi ons.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you
Ms. Arthur, for your testinmony this
norning. And thank you for your many
years of service |eading the Canpaign
for Working Families. W net many years
ago when | actually had sone hair when |
wor ked for Council nenber Tasco, and
you're al so partnering with Sharmin
Mat | ock- Turner, Urban Affairs Coalition.
And | just have a quick question and
then I will recognize Council menber Donb
for a question.

Consi dering sone of the recent

chal | enges pre-COVID in reference to
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policies and other initiatives regarding
those that may have a different
background regardi ng i mm gration and
then al so because of the inpact of the
pandem ¢, how has that inpacted the work
that you' ve done with the Canpaign for
Wirking Families to get nore people
know edgeabl e about this Earned I ncomne
Tax Credit and how has things progressed
over the years as well?

M5. ARTHUR: So if we go back
to 2018 tax year, which we were working
in 2018, we were able to service upwards
of 37,000 famlies. Wen COVID hit, of
course nunbers decreased. W actually
had to change our delivery service of
nodel .

| would say |last year we are on
our way back. W were able to service
upwar ds of 27,000 whi ch goi ng through
the pandenic and the fears, a | ot of
people did not file. A lot of people
were on unenpl oynment and they did not
file because unenpl oynent is not

consi dered earned i ncone. And what they
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m ssed out on was we could do a | ook
back for themto the year that they did
have earni ngs and use that for themto
receive their Earned Inconme Tax Credit.

So | believe that we are
finally noving to the other side of
COVI D where peopl e are now com ng out.
When it cones to the Child Tax Credit,
there's one year of a nmjor change that
someone in immigration status for the
parent, but the child has Soci al
Security nunbers, they're eligible for
the Child Tax Credit and they're
eligible if they have no incone. So you
don't have to have inconme for the Child
Tax Credit.

The change in the tax |aw for
the EITC, if you are 18 years of age
aging out of foster care, you are now
eligible for the Earned I ncone Tax
Credit to the anmount of $1502, right.
They changed the Earned | ncone Tax
Credit for 19-year-olds, and now seniors
who are working can now receive it.

So someone who's 68 years old

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
215-504- 4622




FI NANCE 28

2/ 16/ 2022
1 and have still limted inconme, they're
2 now eligible for that full credit anount
3 of $1500. So with the tax | aw changes,
4 there are a |l ot of benefits to the
5 famlies. |If someone is married filing
6 separately, in the past they could not
7 claimthe EITC. Now, they can. So the
8 expectation on our part is that the nore
9 peopl e I earn about the tax | aw changes,
10 they are now -- they will conme in and
11 recei ve those services. So we're hopi ng
12 we're on a good path this year reaching
13 sonme substantial nunbers in those areas.
14 But again, with your help and with
15 enpl oyers sending out notices and as it
16 was stated, all enployers sending out,
17 not just to City workers, but if we can
18 get all enployers to send out that
19 i nformation, that would be trenmendous
20 for the famlies as well as the Gty.
21 COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Okay. And
22 thank you for your testinony and that
23 updat e.
24 Counci | menber Donb.
25 COUNCI LMAN DOMB:  Thank you,
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1 M. Chair. | want to thank al so

2 Counci | man Jones on his comments. |

3 appreciate it. And, Mary, thanks for

4 your great work. And, Rebecca, thanks

5 for all your help. And | also want to

6 thank Laurel in my office for crafting

7 this legislation and doing a great job.
8 But | also wanted to nmention to
9 Rebecca, | think what we should do is we
10 have a problem wi th peopl e not know ng
11 about these progranms. W passed that
12 Wage Tax refund where the Revenue

13 Departnent told us it could be 40,000 to
14 50,000 in fanilies that qualify, it

15 coul d be 140,000 people to get checks on
16 Wage Tax refunds. And sadly |ast year
17 I think it was 1450 fam lies or 1500

18 actually applied. And it just breaks

19 your heart that this noney is avail able
20 and peopl e don't know about it.
21 And t he breakt hrough here is
22 not just enployers because nost
23 enpl oyers today use payroll service
24 conpani es. The breakt hrough here is how
25 do we sit down with ADP, how do we sit
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down wi th Paychex and ot her payrol
service conpanies and say to themin a
positive way, this is a great tool for
you to hel p Phil adel phians. This is a
great tool for you to sell your services
because you go to a enpl oyer and say,

not only can we do your payroll, but we
can hel p your enpl oyees achi eve ot her
noni es that they are due fromthe
federal government.

And | think this is sonething
that we should -- and, Rebecca, I'm
happy to work with you on this -- cal
ADP, Paychex and ot her conpanies, sit
down, neet with themand figure out in a
positive way how we can nmeke this happen
where they get the notifications out.

So | just wanted to nention that.

And thank you, M. Chair. And
thank you for all your help on this.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you
Counci | menber Donb.

| recogni ze Counci | menber

Jones.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
M. Chai rman.

Ms. Arthur, do you still
admi ni ster BenePhilly, that whole
program for codification of benefits?

MS. ARTHUR: Yes. \Wen soneone
cones into the tax site, we can screen
themfor the 29 public benefits that
they're eligible for. And by screening
them it imediately tells them what
those benefits are that they are and the
anounts that they can receive. Then the
process is to refer themto the
BenePhilly centers or to Benefits Data
Trust.

Prior to COVID, we had ei ght
resource managers on staff at the
canmpai gn to do that work inhouse, and
that is a goal of ours to get back to
that process. But we do screen the
t axpayer for those benefits.

l'"d like to nention that -- |'m
sorry.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Before you

go on, can you cite the top three
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benefits that people nmiss out on
nornal | y?

M5. ARTHUR: Well, you woul dn't
believe, but SNAP is a nmjor one.
Peopl e that are working every day,
they' re being chall enged at work, they
can't put in to take tinme off, so they
don't know what they're eligible for.
So they don't take the extra day to go
and research because they're going to be
penalized by losing a day's pay. So
SNAP is sonething that | would say 50
percent, if not 60 percent, of our
clients would be eligible for, as they
are eligible for all the credits that
have been spoken about today. That is
anazing to hear that, isn't it. But
that is one that truly could benefit the
fam i es.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: What about
things like LIHEAP, all of that in
t here?

M5. ARTHUR  Yes, LIHEAP is
anot her one because it's a w ndow, and

peopl e have to hit that w ndow of tine

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
215-504- 4622




FI NANCE 33
2/ 16/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

to apply for LIHEAP. Oher things are
on your mnd and no one is calling you
to renind you that there's that
opportunity or they're not receiving
notices that they are eligible, they can
m ss that w ndow as wel | .

We're working to get nore
people enrolled in health care. That
has changed trenendously. There's no
reason why a person should be wal ki ng
around wi thout health care today. But I
can try and pull some other nunbers for
you to get sone real nunbers | guess,
statistics.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. Chai rman.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:. Thank you
Counci | menber Jones.

Are there any additional
wi tnesses for this panel?

M5. ARTHUR | would like to --

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  You can --

M5. ARTHUR: Excuse ne. |
want ed to nmake one conmment.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Yes.
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M5. ARTHUR  You know, a |ot of
peopl e are paid by direct deposit so
they don't get mail, they don't get
notices fromthe payroll conpanies. So
as you speak through this, it would have
to be a special notice that they are

gi ven because normally they don't get

anything in the mail. They would go
online to l ook at -- even their W2, they
go online to print that out. So | just

wanted to bring that to the forefront
that a | ot of people that are getting
direct deposit would not necessarily get
mail fromthe payroll conpanies. So |
just wanted to put that on the table.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN: Okay. Thank
you, Ms. Arthur.

Are there any additional
questions for this panel?

MS. LOPEZ KRISS: Chai rperson
Green, | have a quick comment 1'd Iike
to make.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN: Pl ease
proceed with your coment, Ms. Lopez

Kri ss.
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M5. LOPEZ KRISS: To respond to
Counci | menber Donb about the Low | ncone
Wage Tax refund, one thing that's very
exciting at the Departnent of Revenue is
that we |aunched the Phil adel phia Tax
Center which now includes all wage tax
refunds, including the Low I nconme Wage
Tax Refund, which you don't need to use
your nane or password. It's on the
front page of the website. It's also
translated into Spanish and it's nobile
and able, so folks will be able to do
that on their phone or let's say if,
Mary Arthur, if sonmeone is with you,
they can literally be doing it on a
tablet. So I'm hopeful since that wll
al so support the uptick of that program

And then the other thing | just
want to nmention to Council menber Jones,
there's a really inportant programthat
was | aunched by the state that we are
trying to get the word out about al ong
with our colleagues at the Water
Departnent, and that's LIHWAP. That's a

programthat is a bucket of npney that
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is to help folks pay for water debt, and
it's across the Commonweal th. And once
the nmoney is gone, it's gone. So we're
trying to do our best to get the word
out about that program And |I'm happy
to send you sonme nore information about
it.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

M. Chai r man.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Yes,
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Woul d t hat
be eligible for things like |ateral
repair with that bucket of nopney from
the state?

M5. LOPEZ KRISS: | have to
doubl e check. | can doubl e check, but
it's definitely for water debt that's in
arrears. So I'mnot sure if that would
involve like let's say if you had a HELP
| oan or sonething |ike that and | wanted
to pay off your HELP loan. So | can
check with you and follow up | ater.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Menber G een

has been very mruch involved in that
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whol e issue. Lateral danamge can make
you homel ess. And so, anything that can
give working famlies an opportunity to
avoid a $3,000 usually debt we woul d be
interested in.

Thank you, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you
Counci | menber Jones. And you're
referring to the Water and Sewer Line
Protection Programthat is in
partnership with the Phil adel phia Energy
Authority and Anerican Water. That is a
programthat helps to protect people to
not get into the situation where they
woul d need the HELP | oan.

Many laterals in the City are
very seasoned because we live in a very
seasoned city, but also you have private
| ateral s and there are a nunber of
constituents that don't realize that
they have a private sewer line and they
have to pay for that, and often the cost
for that repair are thousands of
dollars, which it can be very expensive

when we have a city that has a 25
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percent poverty rate. So thank you for
that |ine of questions, Council menber
Jones.

Counci | mrember Donb, | see
you' ve indicated with your finger up
like you're in church. And | wll
recogni ze you for a coment.

COUNCI LMAN DOMB:  Thank you,
M. Chair. That's a good one.

Rebecca, that's great about the
Tax Center. That's great custoner
service on behalf of the Cty. |
appl aud you guys. That's really good.
And, Mary, I'mglad you nentioned that.
We'll have to figure out a way to
el ectronically notify people too. |
think we're on top of this. | just want
to make sure between our \ater
Departnent, our real estate tax billing,
our gas bills that we send out, that al
this information about all these
benefits that Council menber Jones spoke
about and you spoke about, Mary, that
peopl e are aware that those exist when

they receive the bills so if they need
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hel p, they can apply for these funds
that will pay the bills. 1Is that
happeni ng now with gas, water, sewer and
real estate taxes?

COUNCI LMAN GREEN: I's that
directed to Rebecca Lopez Kriss?

COUNCI LMAN DOMB:  Yes.

M5. LOPEZ KRISS: Are you
asking if we're including bill stuffers

with let's say, for exanple, water

bills?

COUNCI LMAN DOMVB:  Yes.

MS. LOPEZ KRISS: W have done
that in the past. |'d have to | ook at

what the schedul e was. But we've
definitely done Honestead stuffers.

W' ve done sone other things. |f you'd
l'ike, | can look into what the |ast
schedul e was.

COUNCI LMAN DOVB: The goal is
just to get the comrunication out that
these progranms exist. And | think you
guys are doing a really good job. So
what ever we can do to advance that wll

be great.
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Thank you, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you
Thank you both, Council menbers Donb and
Jones, for your questions. Thank you,
Ms. Arthur and M. Lopez Kriss, for your
t esti nony.

Are there any additional
questions for either of these two
W t nesses from nenbers of Council and
are there any other witnesses for this
panel ?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Ckay. Thank
you both for your testinony.
And seeing and hearing none, we'll now
nove to the final panel for this
nor ni ng.

M. lannuzzi, will you please
call the witnesses for Bill No. 220079.

THE CLERK: Natalia Doni nguez
Buckl ey, Deputy Director of Finance for
the City of Phil adel phia; Melissa
LaBuda, Deputy Conmi ssioner for the
Phi | adel phi a Water Departnent; and

Mat t hew Bowran, Executive Director of
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Phi | adel phi a Si nki ng Fund Conmi ssi on.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you
all. M. Dom nguez Buckl ey, please
state your nanme for the record and then
proceed with your testinony.

M5. DOM NGUEZ BUCKLEY:  Sure.
Nat al i a Dom nguez Buckl ey. Good
norni ng, Chair Geen and nenbers of the
Fi nance Committee. My nane is Natalia
Domi nguez Buckl ey and | amthe First
Deputy City Treasurer. Wth nme here are
Mel i ssa LaBuda, Deputy Water
Commi ssi oner and Matt hew Bowmran, Deputy
Treasurer for Debt and Executive
Director of the Sinking Fund Comnm ssion.
| amhere to testify on behalf of Bill
220079.

Bill No. 220079 woul d provide
aut hori zation to issue order \Water and
Wast ewat er Revenue Bonds in an aggregate
amount up to $1 billion, exclusive of
original issue discount, if any. Bill
No. 220079 aut horizes the issuance of
Wat er and Wast ewater Revenue Bonds to

pay for projects which consist of such
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capital inprovenents to the Water System
that are authorized and included in the
capital budget of the Gty;
constructing, acquiring, reconstructing
and renovati ng wastewater treatnent

pl ans and related facilities and

equi pnent for the sewer system
constructing, acquiring, reconstructing
and renovating water treatnent plants;
constructing, acquiring, replacing

wat er, wastewater and stormwater pipes;
punp stations and related facilities;
pur chasi ng equi pnent and apparatus of a
capital nature for the water and

wast ewat er systens; constructing,
acquiring, reconstructing and renovating
a stormwat er managenent and mitigation

i mprovenments and facilities and ot her

i nprovenments and facilities in
furtherance of the City's Conbined Sewer
Overflow (CSO Long-term Control Pl an
Update, referred to as the Geen City,

Cl ean Waters Program purchasing
vehi cl es that serve the water or

wast ewat er system paying the issuance
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costs of the Bond and for other
transaction-related costs as well as the
def easance of any obligations issued
t hrough the proposed Commerci al Paper
program
Appropriations under this bil
can al so support the Phil adel phia Water
Departnent's utilization, pending an
approved application, of the federal
Water Infrastructure Finance and
I nnovati on Act known as WFIA programto
support its approved capital program
The Admi ni stration recomends
the adoption of this bill, and
respectfully requests that the Committee
gives this bill its favorable
reconmmendati on. Thank you for your
consi deration and the opportunity to
testify. W' re happy to answer any
questions you nay have at this tine.
COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you
for your testinony.
| believe next is it M. LaBuda
or M. Bowran?

(No response.)
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COUNCI LMAN GREEN:.  Way don't we
go with Ms. LaBuda and then we'll be
foll owed by M. Bowran, in that order.

M5. LaBUDA: Good norning. W
submtted joint testinony so | don't
have anything additional to add. |I'm
happy to answer any questi ons,

Counci | man G een.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN.  Ckay.
M . Bowran.

MR. BOWAN: Li kewi se. Melissa
and | are just here for questions.
Natalia's testinony reflects all of our
t esti nony.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Ckay. |
like the efficiency.

Are there any questions for
ei ther Ms. Dom nguez Buckley, M. LaBuda
or M. Bowman by any of the nenbers of
Counci | ?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Cal l'ing
once, calling twice, calling like that
band from Tuskegee, Al abanma, the

Comrodores, Three Tinmes a Lady. | don't
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see any additional questions or comments
from nmenbers of Council.

Counci | mrenber Jones, it's early
in the nmorning. You got to keep it
lively. | don't see any additiona
questions. | want to thank you all for
your testinony this norning.

W' re about to go into the
public nmeeting. Just giving ny
col | eagues notice so you can cone back
so we can rmake a quorumfor that. |
want to thank all the w tnesses for
bei ng here this norning and being
timely. As you know, it's always sunny
i n Phil adel phia, and thank you for your
time and attention this norning with
these very inportant matters before the
Fi nance Committee.

And so, are there any people
fromthe public that are here this
norning that would like to testify on
any of the bills that are being heard
thi s norning?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Ckay. There
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bei ng no further questions from nmenbers
of the Commttee and no other w tnesses
to testify, |I've also just asked if
there is anyone else to present this
norning and | did not see any ot her
peopl e whose nanme we failed to call and
that wi shes to offer testinony on any of
these bills.

There being none, | want to
thank all the panel for their
participation today. W of course
al ways val ue your opinions, and we'll
now invite all the panels of witnesses
to pl ease di sconnect fromthe neeting
before we go into our public neeting.
And we' |l now pause the proceedi ngs
briefly as multiple participants quietly
| eave the hearing.

kay. This concludes the
public hearing of the Comrttee on
Finance. W will now go into the public
nmeeting to consider the action to be
taken on the bills before the Comttee
t oday.

I will give a few nmonents to

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
215-504- 4622




FI NANCE 47
2/ 16/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

make sure all of ny colleagues are here
and ready. | see Council menber Squilla
as well as other Council menbers are here
and ready.

And now, we will ask
M. lannuzzi to convene the public
neeting. WII you please call the rol
to take attendance. Menbers that are in
attendance will please indicate that you
are present when your nane is called,
and pl ease say a few brief words when
respondi ng so that your inage will be
di spl ayed on screen when you speak

THE CLERK: Counci |l nenber Ci ndy

Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
morning. | am present.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber All an
Donb.

COUNCI LMAN DOVB:  Good nor ni ng.
| am present.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber Hel en
Gym

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM | am

present.
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COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Curtis Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Good
norning. |'m present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber David

COUNCI LMAN OH: Good nor ni ng.
"' m present.

THE CLERK:  Counci | nenber Mari a
Qui nones- Sanchez.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber Mark
Squi | | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good

nmorni ng, M. Chair, colleagues.

Present .
THE CLERK: And, Chair G een.
COUNCI LMAN GREEN: | am
present. Thank you all. W'Ill now go

into our public neeting.

And, Council menber Squilla, are
you ready to do the notions for the
public neeting?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yes.

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
215-504- 4622




FI NANCE 49
2/ 16/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you
Chair recogni zes Counci |l menber Squill a
for a notion on the amendnment to Bill
No. 220006.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
M. Chair.

| offer an anmendment to Bill
No. 220006. A copy of the anendnment has
been circulated to all menbers of the
Committee. | nove that the amendment to
Bill No. 220006 be approved.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN: It's been
seconded by Council nenber Ch, and it has
been nmoved and properly seconded t hat
the amendnent to Bill No. 220006 be
approved.

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Those

opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI LMAN GREEN: The ayes
have it and the anmendnent to Bill No.
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220006 has been approved.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menmber Squilla for a notion on
Bill No. 220006 as anended.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
M. Chair.

| nmove that Bill No. 220006 as
anmended be reported fromthis Conmttee
with a favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of Counci
be suspended as to permt the first
reading of this bill at the next session
of Council .

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  It's been
seconded by Council member Ch. It's been
noved and properly seconded that Bill
No. 220006 as anended be reported from
this Conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that the
rul es of Council be suspended to pernit
first reading of this bill at the next
session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of this

notion will signify by saying aye.
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1 (Aye.)

2 COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Those

3 opposed?

4 (No response.)

5 COUNCI LMAN GREEN. The ayes

6 have it and the notion carries.

7 I will now recognize

8 Counci | mrenber Squilla for a notion on

9 Bill No. 220079.

10 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
11 M. Chair.

12 | nove that Bill No. 220079 be
13 reported fromthis Conmttee with a

14 favorabl e recommendati on and further

15 nove that the rules of Council be

16 suspended as to pernmt the first reading
17 of this bill at the next session of

18 Counci | .

19 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Second.
20 COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Seconded by
21 Counci | mrember Bass. |It's been noved and
22 properly seconded that Bill No. 220079
23 be reported fromthis Committee with a
24 favorabl e recommendati on and further
25 nove that the rules of Council be
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suspended to pernit first readi ng of
this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

Al'l those in favor of the

notion will signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN GREEN: The ayes
have it and the notion carries.

I will also recognize
Counci | mrenber Squilla once again for a
notion on Bill No. 220080.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. Chai rman.

| nove that Bill No. 220080 be
reported fromthis Conmttee with a
favorabl e recormendati on and further
nove that the rules of Council be
suspended as to pernit the first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

COUNCI LMAN OH: Second.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  It's
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seconded by Council menber Ch. It has
been noved and properly seconded that
Bill No. 220080 be reported fromthis
Conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that the
rul es of Council be suspended to pernit
first reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council.

Al those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN GREEN: The ayes
have it and the notion carries.

Thi s concl udes this neeting of
the Conmmittee on Finance. | want to
thank all of you for your attendance and
participation this norning. Thank you
and have a great day.

COUNCI LMAN DOVB:  Thank you.
Thank you, M. Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
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M. Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Good
neeti ng.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN: Have a great
day.

(Comrittee on Fi nance concl uded

at 9:55 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the
proceedi ngs and evi dence noted are contai ned
fully and accurately in the stenographic notes
taken by ne in the foregoing matter, and that

this is a correct transcript of the sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of
this transcript does not apply to any
reproducti on of the sanme by any neans,
unl ess under the direct control and/or

supervision of the certifying report
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