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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very nmuch. This is the Conmttee
on Rul es, Monday, June 13, 2022.

| understand that the state
| aw currently requires that the
foll om ng announcenent be nmade at the
very begi nning of every renote public
hearing as follows: Due to the
current public health energency, Cty
Council Committees are currently
neeting renotely. W are using
M crosoft Teans to nmake these renote
heari ngs possi bl e.

| nstructions for how the
public may view and offer public
testinony at the public hearings of
Council Committees are included in the
public hearing notices that are
published in the Daily News, I|nquirer
and Legal Intelligencer prior to the
heari ng and can al so be found on
PHLCounci | . com

WIl the derk please cal

the roll to take attendance. Menber s
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1 that are in attendance wll please
2 indicate that they are present when
3 their nanmes are called. Also, please
4 say a few brief words when respondi ng
5 so that your inage will be displayed
6 on screen when you speak.
7 Clerk, please call the roll.
8 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
9 Curtis Jones, Jr.
10 COUNCI LMAN JONES: M. Chair,
11 Menbers, viewing public, | am present.
12 THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
13 Katherine Gl nore Ri chardson.
14 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
15 RICHARDSON: Good norning, M. Chair.
16  Good norning, colleagues. | am
17  present.
18 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
19 David Oh.
20 COUNCI LMAN OH: Good nor ni ng,
21  Chair and colleagues. |'m present.
22 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
23 Brian O Neill.
24 COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Good
25 norning, everyone.
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THE CLERK: And,
Counci | menber G ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
norni ng, M. Chairman and col | eagues.
' m present.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you. A quorumof the hearing is
present and this hearing is now called
to order. This is the public hearing
of the Commttee on Rul es regarding
Bill Nos. 220120, 220365, and 220457.

WIlIl the Cerk please read
the titles of the bills.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 220120,
an ordi nance continuing the M. Airy
Busi ness | nprovenent District beyond
Its determ nation date, in an area
that generally includes both sides of
Ger mant owmn Avenue from 6300 to 7631
and certain blocks of streets that
I ntersect that portion of Gernmant own
Avenue and for which the M. Ary
| mprovenent District, Inc., a
Pennsyl vani a nonprofit corporation, is

t he Nei ghborhood | nprovenment District
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Managenent Associ ation for the
District; approving a final plan and
report for the District, including a
| i st of proposed inprovenents and
their estimted cost, and providing
for assessnent fees to be levied on
the property owners within the
District.

Bill No. 220365, conti nuing
the Port Richnond I ndustri al
Devel opnent Enterprise Nei ghborhood
| nprovenent District beyond its
term nation date in the area bounded
generally by the north side of
Al | egheny Avenue, the west side of
Menphi s Street between All egheny
Avenue and East West Morel and Street,
t he south side of East West Mrel and
Street, property |line of 3300 Agate
Street, and the back of the properties
faci ng west al ong the east side of
Tulip Street between Westnorel and and
Ontario Streets.

And Bill No. 220457,

aut hori zing the Public Property
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Comm ssi oner, on behalf of the GCty,
to execute all docunents necessary and
appropriate, including conveyances of
easenents, title, and other interests
and City-owned real estate, new | eases
and anmendnents to existing |leases to
facilitate and support the coordi nated
and conprehensi ve devel opnent of the
Del aware River waterfront, Interstate
95, and Chri st opher Col unbus Boul evard
formerly a portion of Del aware Avenue,
I n the area bounded by Market Street,
Penberton Street, Front Street and the
Del awar e bul khead |ine; and
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phi a
Redevel opment Authority to execute
correspondi ng conveyances, anendnents
and agreenents, all under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you, Brett.

Before we begin to hear
testinmony fromthe w tnesses we have
for today, everyone who has been

invited to the neeting to testify
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shoul d be aware that this public
hearing is being recorded. Because
the hearing is public, participants
and vi ewers have no reasonabl e
expectation of privacy. By continuing
to be in the neeting, you are
consenting to being recorded.

Additionally, prior to
recogni zi ng Menbers for their
questions or coments they have for
wi tnesses, | will note for the record
at this tine that we will use the chat
feature available in Mcrosoft Teans
to all ow Menbers to signify that they
wi sh to be recognized. 1In order to
conply with the Sunshine Act, the chat
feature nust only be used for this
pur pose.

WIl the derk please cal
the panel for Bill No. 220120.

THE CLERK: Sure. 220120, we
have Philip Geen, Janis Ri sch and Ken
Wi nst ei n.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Good

norning. Are you connected and ready
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to proceed?

MR. GREEN: Yes. Philip
G een here.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  So
pl ease state your nane for the record
and you can begin, Philip.

MR GREEN. Ckay. M nane is
Philip Green. Good norning, Chairman
Johnson and nenbers of the Rules
Commttees. | ama Corridor
| mprovenents Manager within the
Commer ce Departnent and the
Departnent's liaison to Phil adel phia's
14 Busi ness | nprovenent Districts.
|"mhere to testify in support of Bil
No. 220120.

This bill reauthorizes the
M. Airy's Business |nprovenent
District for an additional five years.
The legislation includes the M. Airy
Bl Ds plan for services and would all ow
the BID to continue to | evy assessnent
fees on property owners within the
District to fund a variety of services

t hat make t he busi ness corri dor
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thrive.

The M. Airy BID fornmed in
2007 to address conditions wthin the
hi storic and charm ng conmer ci al
district along Gernmantown Avenue in
M. Airy. The BIDis responsible for
cl eaning and beautification and works
closely with M. Airy businesses. The
Bl D provides regular daily sidewal k
litter renmoval. It has also
| npl emrent ed and mai ntai ns
beautification inprovenents, including
pl anters and banners, and it has al so
created six planted pocket parks al ong
t he Avenue over the last two years.

As you can inmagi ne, these pocket parks
have been very popular and a vital
anenity during the pandem c.

The BID is guided by an
active and engaged Board conprised of
nmerchants, residents and nei ghbor hood
st akehol ders. Commerce has been
pl eased to support the M. Airy BID by
using capital funds to plan a project

that will create new safe crosswal ks
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across Germant own Avenue and | ocati ons
within the District, enabling
nei ghbors and visitors to travel nore
safely to visit businesses.

The comrercial district in
M. Airy is an inportant shopping and
gat hering place for nearby residents
and critical to the health and
vi brancy of M. Airy and nearby
nei ghborhoods. The M. Airy BID
provi des a great exanple of the
positive change that can be possible
when nei ghbor hood busi ness owners,
property owners and residents | ead,
gui de and i npl enent services and
projects to nake their area better.

These worthy efforts deserve
your sup -- pardon ne, deserve your
support. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify. I'mglad to
take any questions at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you. WII the next panelist please
state your nane for the record and

begi n your testinony.
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M5. RISCH Yes. Cood
nmor ni ng, Chai rman Johnson, nenbers of
the Rules Commttee. To start, | want
to acknowl edge and t hank Counci | wonan
C ndy Bass's staff for the assistance
they provided. M nane is Janis
Risch. |'mthe Executive Director of
the M. Airy Business |nprovenent
District, and |'ve been in this
position for four and a half years.

It's a pleasure to be part of
the BI D because M. Airy and the
Nort hwest has been ny hone since 2003,
because | work with a deeply commtted
group of Board nenbers who take their
fiduciary responsibility very
seriously and because |'m eager to
support the success of the small
busi nesses that invest in M. Ary
every day.

M. Ary, the comunity is
bounded to the north by Cresheim
Val l ey Drive, dependi ng who you speak
to, to the south by Washi ngton Lane,

to the east of by Stenton Avenue and
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to the west by Fairnount Park. The
Busi ness | nprovenent District covers a
| engthy two-mle stretch of Gernmant own
Avenue that serves as M. Airy's main
commercial corridor as well as the

uni fying bridge between East and West
M. Ary.

It runs from Washi ngton Lane
to CtesheimValley Drive. It includes
several of the adjacent side streets
that maintain comrercial activity,

i ncluding Allens Lane, M. Airy
Avenue, Ni ppon Street, Durham

M. Pleasant. And with these two
mles, there's a m x of comerci al,
historical, not-for-profit and
residential properties. The Business
| mprovenent District includes 247
commercial properties that run the
gamut from professional services to
retail and beverage.

M. Ary the comunity and
M. Ary's CGermantown Avenue
comercial corridor are both

soci oeconom cally and racially
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di verse, which is one of its greatest
assets and attractions. M. Airy is
seen as a m ddl e nei ghborhood hone to
bot h wor ki ng class and m ddl e cl ass
residents and its Business |nprovenent
District has | ong exceeded the
nati onal average in terns of the
nunber of busi nesses owned by peopl e
of color. Nationally, it's around 4
percent. In M. Ary, it's closer to
50 percent.

And nost excitingly, M. Ary
Is part of a national trend that has
seen an uptick in the nunber of Bl ack
wonen | aunchi ng smal | busi nesses.
According to JP Mdrgan, in 2021 Bl ack
wonen were the fastest grow ng
denographic of entrepreneurs in the
U. S. accounting for nearly 2.7 mllion
busi nesses nati onw de.

In M. Airy in the past four
years, including during the pandem c,
many of the delightful new additions
to the Business |Inprovenent District

i ncl ude a garden center, a coupl e of
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bouti ques, a business center, a nen's
spa, a restaurant and cider brewery
all wth Black wonen at their helm |
have no doubt that the cleanliness,
the beauty and the relative safety of
the comrercial corridor is part of the
draw, but it takes effort to maintain
t hat .

Every day the BID s crew
col l ects an average of 3,000 gallons
of debris or over 100,000 gall ons per
year. lnvesting in M. Ary's
commercial corridor by renewi ng the
Busi ness I nprovenent District is an
| nportant strategy for both Cty and
nei ghbor hood stabilization as well as
supporting these entrepreneurs who are
bringing fresh energy to M. Airy,
whi | e pursuing financial independence
and opportunity for thensel ves and
their famlies.

Ken Weinstein who is the
Board Chair for the M. Airy BIDw |
continue with our testinony. Thanks

very much.

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very rmuch.

Ken Wi nstein, how you doi ng?

MR, VEEI NSTEI'N:  Good nor ni ng.
Good norni ng, Chai rman Johnson,
Counci | person C ndy Bass and nenbers
of the Rules Commttee. |'m Ken
Weinstein, President of the Philly
Ofice Retail Mssion Driven Real
Est at e Devel opnent Conpany and founder
of Junpstart Germantown Junpstart
Philly, which is a community
devel opnent programthat hel ps | ocal
residents renmove blight in their
nei ghbor hoods.

As Janis said, | serve as
Chair of the M. Airy BID and woul d
| i ke to acknowl edge ny fellow M. Airy
Bl D Board nenbers who work to prepare
our five-year renewal for the
M. Airy -- who support our five-year
renewal for the M. Airy Business
| nprovenent District. Jen Low from
Frosted Fox, Cake Shop is here today,

M chael Schwei sheiner fromPrimtive

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
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Worl d Productions, Yvonne Haskins from
Ari adne Properties, Libby Hawes from
the Civeden of the National Trust,
Moneek Pines from ARTrageous Brush and
Fl ow Studi o, and finally Wndy
Weinstein from G ound Zero Sal ons.

| appreciate the opportunity
to appear today before Cty Council's
Rul es Conmttee to speak in favor of
this legislation. As a cofounder of
the M. Airy BID 15 years ago, | wll
never forget that before the BID was
formed, | had to regularly pick up
trash and sweep outside ny properties
In what seened like a very futile
attenpt to maintain and attract the
climate of business custoners and
potential tenants.

After Gty Council initially
approved the M. Airy BID 15 years
ago, we set out to change the physical
nature of the M. Airy Business
District. Qur goal was to clean,
beautify and provide safety to the

two-mle stretch of Ger mant own Avenue
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from Creshei mVall ey to Washi ngt on
Lane and its comrercial side streets.
Fifteen years later, I"'mproud to
report that we succeeded with our
mssion to two full-tinme street
anbassadors renoving litter six days a
week, sweeping up | eaves and ot her
natural debris and renoving graffiti
on a reqgqular basis. Qur nenbers and
the public have cone to expect clean
streets here in M. Airy.

Mor eover, we've done nmuch to
cl ean and beautify or green and
beautify the comrercial corridor. W
recently conpleted as Philip said the
construction of six pocket parks at a
cost of nore than $250, 000 that serve
as community gathering spots, which
wer e especially needed during the
pandem c. And we maintain an
awar d-w nni ng hangi ng fl ower basket
programthat's being replicated in
other parts of the Cty.

We' ve done nuch to inprove

safety al ong our comrercial corridor.
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W' ve purchased and installed security
lighting on the sides and rear of nore
than 50 properties in the D strict.

W serve as the eyes and ears of the
commercial corridor, regularly
reporting street |ight outages, short
dunpi ng and ot her nui sances to the
City's 311 system And we're now
working with the Gty's Commerce and
Streets Departnent to add pedestri an
crosswal ks at seven key intersections
al ong Germant own Avenue. | think
that's going to make a really great

| npact here.

To prepare for
reaut hori zation, the M. Airy BID
created a Steering Commttee, hel ped
focus groups with property busi nesses,
nonprofit and comunity nenbers and
sought feedback at our annual neetings
In a survey that was distributed
through snail mail, our e-news letter
and our website. The broad consensus
was that the BID should continue to do

what it's currently doing, focusing on
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t he physical infrastructure of the
comrerci al corridor through projects
that contribute to the cleaning,
beautification and greening and safety
of the business district.

We're here today before you
to seek another five years for the M.
Airy BID. W propose to keep our
boundari es the sane. W propose to
continue street cleaning and graffiti
renmoval six days a week,
beautification and greening of the
busi ness corridor. These services
suppl enent regular City services and
do not replace them A nodest change
to our assessnent criteriais to
excl ude residential owner-occupied
condos in comercially zoned
properties. This puts us in line with
the practices of other BIDs and
consistent wwth our intent to create a
favorabl e business climate.

In keeping wth Gty
practices, we al so propose an annual

budget that caps increases to 4
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215-504- 4622




Commttee on Rul es 20
6/ 13/ 2022

1 percent annually. W will continue to

2 | everage our precious dollars by

3 seeking governnent and private funding

4 to make further inprovenents to the

5 Avenue and expect to bring $3 mllion

6 in governnment funding to the

7 commercial corridor over the next five

8 years.

9 An annual audit wll continue
10 to be perforned with reporting to all
11  assessed property owners, the Gty and
12 the state. Finally, we have done much
13 torevitalize the M. Airy Business
14 District. Through the efforts of our
15 hard-working staff, Janis has been
16 particularly wonderful and effective
17 to work with. Qur Board nenbers,

18 which are very representative of the
19 community, and other comunity

20 stakeholders, M. Airy is a different
21 place than it was 15 years ago.

22 Qur property owners,

23  busi nesses, custoners and nei ghbors
24 count on a high level of cleanliness
25 and beautification. W seek your
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support for this ordinance introduced
by our Council person C ndy Bass to
continue to neet and surpass those
expectations. Thank you for your
tinme.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you, Ken. And before | turn it over,
| just want to acknow edge your teanis
hard work. But nost inportantly, |
want to acknow edge the | eadership of
your Councilwoman C ndy Bass who's
been a staunch advocate in terns of
i nproving the quality of |ife of
M. Airy and Germantown. And so, |
definitely support it because | know
she's day-in and day-out on the ground
addressing such quality-of-life
| ssues.

And so, | want to turn this
over to Councilwoman C ndy Bass from
the 8th Councilmanic District.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Wl |,

t hank you, M. Chairman. | appreciate
that and | appreciate your kind words.

| first off want to start off
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saying | want to thank everyone for
all of the hard work that they do
around the M. Airy BID. It's just an
exenpl ary exanple of community working
t oget her and what can be done, what
can be acconplished. Because one of
the things | just wanted to say as |
was hearing all of the great comments
of how wonderful it is now, | renenber
when it wasn't so wonderful .

| " ve wor ked al ong t hat
corridor many years. And there were a
nunber of us, nyself and Ken and sone
others who were | would say sort of in
the forefront of ground zero when it
wasn't so nice and it didn't feel safe
and it was not really clean. And |
heard | think it was Janis nention
that it was -- Janis, | think you said
sonmething |ike historic and charm ng.
And | was |ike, boy, we've cone a |ong
way baby, because it wasn't so
charm ng back in the late '90s, early
2000s before the BI D got under way.

It was pretty rough.
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| remenber there was sort of
like this little triangle where there
was |i ke a nuisance bar, you know, a
spot where the guys sold drugs and
then a spot where guys ganbl ed. That
was about it along our comrerci al
corridor, so we've cone a | ong way.
W' ve cone a | ong way by working
together, to be quite honest.

And even though it's not a
perfect -- | would say it's near
perfect. W' ve done great work.
We're on the nove and spreading the
servi ces down the Avenue. At one
point it was a challenge, and |
bel i eve we've tackled that as well.
So | think that we're doing good work
and for all those involved, keep up
the good work and | amjust glad to be
supportive of this effort.

And al so, | think Janis or
maybe it was Ken, | don't know,
menti oned soneone fromthe Frosted
Fox, which | want to give a shout-out

to which is one of ny favorite sweet
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shops in the Cty of Philadelphia. As
someone with a very strong sweet
tooth, the Frosted Fox does an
I ncredi bl e job.

So thank you, M. Chairnan.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Wl |,
t hank you. And ny favorite restaurant
i's G nCGn.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Oh,
yes -- well, not by this BID. That's
Chestnut Hill. But nonetheless --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Ch, see,
nmy bad. That was ny South
Phi | adel phia and --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: That's
okay.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: - -
conversation. No probl em

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: They' ||
be com ng before you soon enough.
That's Chestnut Hi Il Business
| nprovenent District, so you'll be
seeing themas well.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  So, Ken,

when | used to go to your spot at the
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Trolley Car, that's the area, correct?

MR, VEINSTEIN. That is
correct. That is the northern nost
part of the BID, yes.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Got  you.
Under st ood. Under st ood.

MR, VEINSTEIN:  And if |
could just say, Councilwoman, |
remenber when you worked at 23
Sturmph), so | know you were on the
Avenue every day, and we al so not very
fondly renmenber that drug triangle
that you just described accurately.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: It was
rough. It was a rough bl ock, so
t hi ngs do change. Thank you for al
of your work, everyone who's involved.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Wl |,
you do have a pizza shop that sells
vegan pi zza, but the --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Yeah --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  -- took
me sone tinme ago on the right-hand

si de of you're goi ng downt own.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  That
is -- 1 think that's Fino's. |Is that
Fino's --

MR, VEINSTEIN: That's
correct.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Fino's
right at Carpenter Lane. And across
the street is the Breakfast Boutique,
which is also one of ny favorite
spots. Councilnman, | don't know if
you' ve been there, but you m ght want
to check that out for everyone who's
| istening. That's another great spot.
Newer, but great breakfast spot on the
Avenue.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Awesone.
Awesonme. Any ot her comments from
menbers --

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Poi nt of
I nf ormat i on.

COUNCI LMAN  J OHNSON:
Counci | man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  |' m goi ng
to shout out to the old Rib Crib.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Oh, yes.
Ch, vyes.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: And |
remenber when | was at PCDC we did
Chef Ken's.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Chef
Ken's --

COUNCI LMAN JONES: On the
Avenue - -

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Yes.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So |
understand how that is like a nelting
pot up there to be replicated
t hroughout the Gity.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: | woul d
say that there are a considerable
nunber of African Anerican-owned
eateries along this corridor that
haven't really received a full anount
of attention and pronotion that |
think that they deserve, because
they're really, really good spots.
And so, we want you to, Council man,
| eave the 4th District and cone up

here as much as you possibly can with
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your dollars and spend al ong

Ger mant omn Avenue and al ong the
corridor. There's a few other spots
want to connect you with as well.

And | know that this is not
the focus of the hearing, but one I|ast
thing is that | spoke with Kinberly
Gray, M. Gay's daughter fromthe R b
Crib last week, and she is working on
reopening that location. So we're al
| ooking forward to that | think.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you, everyone.

Any ot her comments from
menbers of the Conmttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Heari ng
none, | want to thank all the
panelists for their testinony, and |
am going to have the Cerk call the
next panel .

THE CLERK: For Bill No.
220365, we have Philip Geen, Rich
Hof f man and Joseph Bennett.

MR. GREEN: H again. It's
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Philip Green fromthe Commerce
Departnent. |'mhere to testify in
support of Bill No. 220365. This bill
reaut hori zes the Port Ri chnond
| ndustrial Devel opnent Enterprise al so
known as PRIDE for an additional five
years. The |l egislation includes
PRI DE' s plan for services and woul d
allowthe BIDto continue to | evy
assessnent fees on property owners
within the District to sustain vital
cl eani ng and safety prograns.

The PRIDE District is hone to
a cluster of manufacturing and
I ndustrial businesses |ocated within a
16- bl ock area of Port Ri chnond. It
was formed in 2000 and was created to
provi de services and inprovenents to
ensure that the area remains a cl ean
and safe location for the
manuf act uri ng and i ndustri al
busi nesses | ocated there. |Its
services also maintained the quality
of life for nei ghbors nearby.

PRI DE provi des cleaning in
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partnership with inpact services who
renove litter and report short dunping
and report illegal dunping. PRI DE
pronotes security by maintaining
rel ationships with the 24th Police
District and has partnered with
property owners and businesses to
install nmore than 30 canmeras within
the District using the Commerce
Departnent's Business Security Canera
Pr ogr am

PRI DE has i npl enent ed si gnage
and infrastructure inprovenents and
organi ze district-w de cl ean-ups.
PRIDE s efforts are nore inportant
t han ever given the inpact of the
opioid crisis on the area. | urge
your support of PRIDE so that it may
continue to benefit its businesses,
Its workers and its neighbors. Thank
you again for the opportunity to
testify. I'mglad to take any
guestions at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank

you very rmuch.
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And the next panelist, please
say their nanme and begin their
t esti nony.

MR. HOFFMAN:  Good norni ng.
Ri ch Hof fman from HR Benj am n
El ectrical Contractors.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  You can
begi n, Ri chard.

MR. HOFFMAN.  Thank you and
good norni ng, Chairman Johnson and
menbers of the Commttee on Rul es.
|'"'m R ch Hof f man, President of HR
Benjam n Electrical Contractors |ike |
stated in Port R chnond. First, |et
me just say unfortunately we don't
have very many fancy restaurants in
our District, pardon the pun, but we
do go to sone of those restaurants
menti oned and they' re wonderful.
Sorry. I'mhere today to testify in
support of Bill No. 220365 to
determ ne the reauthorization for an
additional five years, a neighborhood
I ndustrial district known as PRI DE.

Currently I'mthe President
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of PRI DE and have been involved with
PRI DE al nost all of the 20 years it
has been authorized. | welcone the
opportunity to speak today and
identify the contributions PRIDE has
made to the success of our need and
busi nesses within its boundaries. CQur
conpany is a small electrical
contractor started in the basenent of
nmy parents' honme and has been steadily
operating in the Cty since 1985.

We only enpl oy about a dozen
enpl oyees full-tinme. However, the
buil ding we are in which spans about a
City block has many conpani es as
tenants. These include a sizable
radi o manufacturer distributor,

I ndustrial bag manufacturer
distributor, nultiple wood-worKking
manuf acturers, nmultiple distributors
of contractors.

The building is hone to
approxi mately 125 total enployees and
dates back to the 1920s. It was hone

to Penn Vall ey Manufacturing for many
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decades and we were told had al nost
1,000 enployees in it at one tine. As
you know, PRIDE area as well as many
other areas in the Gty have been
steadily losing industrial buildings
to residential devel opnment and our
group was founded on trying to

mai ntain and i ncrease industrial jobs
in our District.

Over the last 20 years, PRI DE
has been and continues to provide
positive influence in Port R chnond.
We're engaged in cleaning and security
t hroughout the approxi mate one-mle
square for all its nenbers for the
betternment of the businesses and
residents. In part, this has been
paid for by our own taxation and part
paid for by grants that were secured
to inprove the District.

The nonprofit organi zation
PRI DE has rebuilt many of the street
corners that were damaged by
I ndustrial traffic, better secured the

properties, cleaned up nuch trash,
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established better security and

I nproved the overall safety in
coordination with the City's Conmerce
Departnent, Police and Managi ng
Director's Ofice, all while providing
j obs for services and service and
security personnel in the area.

PRI DE conti nues to upgrade,
install and replace security canera
systens at nenber's buildings as the
t echnol ogy changes and we will shortly
be up to 50 high-quality security
caneras in the PRIDE District. |I'm
here in support of all those efforts.
Over each of the nultiple five years
reaut hori zations, our internal tax
rate has varied greatly for many
reasons.

In this com ng
reaut hori zation, the PRIDE Board is
now r econmendi ng and requesting the
reaut hori zation at a greatly reduced
percentage property tax at 3.75
percent. Many reasons for this as

follows: PRIDE s vendors that
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mai ntai n cl eanli ness and security
bel i eve they can maintain m ninal
cross-increases throughout the five-
year reauthorization. The Cty's
i ndustrial property taxes have been
steadily increasing and this is which
t he basis PRI DE assessnents are
cal cul ated. PRIDE has been successf ul
in collecting delinquent assessnents
that will be used in this five-year
cycle to offset sone of the new cost.
The PRI DE Board has been
assumng and will continue to receive
addi tional grant nonies is the
assunption and in these chall enging
econom c tines, we obviously want to
m nimze any additional burden and
taxation to all of the PRI DE
conpani es. The PRIDE Board conti nues
to believe that by assisting the
City's owmn efforts, cleaning and
security throughout the nei ghborhood
in our District can only inprove the
conditions for enpl oyees, businesses

and residents throughout Port
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Ri chnond.

There are over 1,000
manuf act uri ng and support jobs in the
PRI DE area, which by thensel ves
provide significant tax revenue to the
Cty of Philadel phia. An additional
| ar ge percentage of enpl oyees in al
of the PRI DE conpanies are fol ks from
t he surroundi ng nei ghborhoods. This
bill and the reauthorization continues
to strengthen that focus.

| strongly encourage Counci
to approve Bill No. 220365 for the
PRI DE group for an additional five
years. Thank you. And P.S., | wanted
to give a special thanks to Commerce
and Denni s Murphy, Karen Fegl ey,
Philip Geen and the whol e team as
wel | as Councilman Squilla, Sean
McMonagl e and their teans as wel |.
Thank you agai n.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you.

WIl the derk please cal

t he next panelist.
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1 THE CLERK: | believe the
2 next panelist should be Joseph
3 Bennett, but I'mnot sure if he was
4 able to connect. Joseph Bennett, if
5 you are on, please you may unnute and
6 begin testinony.
7 (No response.)
8 COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Ckay.
9 It seens |like he's not on.
10 Any ot her questions or
11 comments from nenbers of the
12 Commttee?
13 (No response.)
14 COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Ckay.
15 Hearing none, thank you everyone for
16  their testinony.
17 WIlIl the derk please cal
18 the next panel.
19 THE CLERK: For Bill No.
20 220457, we have Elizabeth Lankenau,
21 John Mondl ak and Joe For ki n.
22 COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  John,
23 you want to say your first and | ast
24  nane and begin your testinony.
25 MR MONDLAK:  Sure,
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Counci | man. Good norni ng, Chairperson
Johnson and nenbers of the Rul es
Commttee. M nane is John Mndl ak
and | amthe Deputy Director for

Devel opnent Services in the Departnent
of Planning and Devel opnent. |'m here
to offer up an anmendnent to Bill
220457.

The anendnent sinply
clarifies the specific agreenent that
t he Phil adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority is authorized to change
pursuant to this bill and be in
conpliance with the urban
redevel opnent | aw. The changes are
fairly technical. They identify the
agreenents that Redevel opnent
Aut hority is part of and which ones
t hey can change.

In no way does it affect any
ot her aspect of the project, the park
or any of the other agreenents with
PennDOT. | respectfully request that
t he amendnent be considered at this

Comm ttee hearing. And in conclusion,
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|'"'m here to answer questions.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very rmuch.

WIl the derk please cal
t he next panelist.

THE CLERK: The next paneli st
we have is Elizabeth Lankenau.

COUNCI LMAN  J OHNSON:

El i zabet h, are you connected?

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber,
she is connected. W may have to take
a brief pause because she was going to
present. | know she was on a nonent
ago so there m ght have been
connection issues, but she was going
to present sonething.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Ckay.
Any other panelists for this
particular bill?

THE CLERK: W have Joe
For ki n.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Okay.
M. Forkin, can you say your nane.

MR, FORKIN: Good norning,

Chai rperson Johnson and nenbers of the
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Rules Commttee. M nane is Joe
Forkin and | amthe President of the
Del aware River Waterfront Corporation,
the nonprofit organi zati on charged by
the Gty of Philadelphia to transform
the Central Del aware River Waterfront
into a dynam ¢ and vi brant destination
for the benefit of all Phil adel phians.

|"m here today to testify in
support of Bill No. 220457, an
ordi nance aut hori zing the Conm ssi oner
of Public Property to execute al
docunents necessary to facilitate the
coordi nated rebuil ding of the Chestnut
Street and Spruce Street covers over
Interstate 95 and the extension of the
South Street Pedestrian Bridge to --

(Backgr ound

I nterruption.)

MR, FORKIN. This bil
represents --

(Background

I nterruption.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  It's

sonme feedback going on. |'mnot sure
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where that feedback is comng from
But go ahead, sir.

MR. FORKIN: Sure. This bill
represents sone of the final technical
steps needed to realize what we
believe is a once-in-a-generation
opportunity to reconnect the Cty of
Phi | adel phia to its Del aware River
Waterfront. A rem nder for everyone,
this project has been in planning for
just over 10 years since the adoption
of the Master Plan for the Central
Del aware by the City of Phil adel phi a.
And in that plan, DRAC' s rol e was
really to look at how to cure the
psychol ogi cal and physi cal
di sconnection caused by the Interstate
95 and severed the waterfront off from
connecting with the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

And this thought, anobng many
ot her thoughts of parks and trail
systens, to reconnect one block of the
City substantially between Chest nut

and Wal nut Street and Front Street and
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the River as the keystone gathering
place in the Central Delaware River
Waterfront for all Phil adel phians sort
of really took hold in the public's
m nd.

Since that tinme in over 10
years, we've engaged t housands of
Phi | adel phi ans from across the entire
city through a really creative public
outreach effort, and that public
outreach effort had realized a | ot of
t he thoughts and aspirations for the
entire Gty through both the design of
t he new park, through the progranmm ng
that woul d take place there, even in
park policies and rul es and how
wel comi ng the space could be. And
we're thrilled today to say that this
Is one of the final steps needed to
| everage a wonderful partnership
t hrough the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a represented by PennDOT,
the Gty of Philadel phia through the
capital budget which was authorized to

support this project and through DRWC
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and philanthropic partners |like the
W liam Penn Foundation, the Knight
Foundati on and Pew Charitable Trusts
as well as other donors that raised
$25 million to support this effort.

| know that Liz has sone
slides here and sone really nice
renderings to show the public feedback
and sort of the dynam c space that has
been created through this effort
outreach and sort of to conclude ny
testinony, | just want to say together
we couldn't be nore excited at PennDOT
with our partners at the City at
PennDOT and wth the support of
WIliam Penn Foundation, the Knight
Foundati on, the Pew Trusts and the
t housands of Phil adel phi ans who have
participated in community efforts to
transf orm Penns Landi ng.

| also want to especially
t hank Counci |l menber Squilla for being
a tireless advocate for the Waterfront
for this project. Wthout his

support, | don't know that this
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col | aboration could have been
possi bl e.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Awesone.
Any ot her questions or comrents from
menbers of the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Okay.
Heari ng none --

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Excuse ne,
M. Chairman.

COUNCI LMAN  J OHNSON:
Counci | man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Just very
qui ckly, I was there for the
announcenent of that anbitious
project. At thetinme | think it was
quoted for about $90 mllion. | was
wondering if the pandem c since supply
chain, since inflationary inpacts on
the material, what is the current
total project cost for that
over hangi ng?

MR. FORKIN. So thank you for
t hat question, Council nenber Jones.

It has escal ated, the project. And
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just to be clear, the Gty's portion
of this was $90 mllion. 20 mllion
of that in the construction of what's
called the on-road trial segnment that
connects Washi ngton Avenue to Spring
Garden Street, that is built,
Counci | menber. That is built and now
open and very successful. And the
other $70 million in support of the
park features, the pavilion, the ice
ri nk, the gardens, the anphitheater
where we hold the PECO nulti-cultura
series and the jazz series and the
fireworks, that is what the Cty's $70
mllion supports.

PennDOT' s cost did go up, but
t hey have covered that so they're at
about $200 million for their cost and
DRWC has raised the extra 25 mllion.
Through the | atest cost estinmate that
we have we are covered, and we are
prepared to nove forward once this
bill is approved.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Wat is

the time frane for the conpletion of
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the project?

MR FORKIN: So we're very
hopeful to break ground in early 2023.
And fromthere, we're | ooking at about
a four-year construction project.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. Chairman.

And thank you for this
anbi tious transformation of the
Waterfront. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very nuch

We have Elizabeth back.
El i zabeth, do you want to go ahead and
do your testinony.

M5. LANKENAU. Yes. Thank
you. | apologize. I1'mcalling
t hrough ny phone so | won't be able to
show the graphics until Teans catches
up. Good norning, Chairperson Johnson
and nmenbers of the Rules Conmmttee.
My nane is Elizabeth Lankenau and | am
the Director of Infrastructure Program
Coordi nation at the O fice of

Transportation, Infrastructure and
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Sustainability.

| am here today to testify in
support of Bill No. 220457, an
ordi nance aut hori zi ng the Conm ssi oner
of Public Property to execute al
docunents necessary to facilitate the
coordi nated rebuil ding of the Chestnut
Street and Spruce Street covers over
Interstate 95 and the extension of the
South Street Pedestrian Bridge.

For nore than two decades,
the Gty has worked with PennDOT to
reconstruct 1-95. As part of that
reconstruction project, the existing
1.5 acre park-like cover that bridges
| -95 at Chestnut Street requires
repl acenment. Rather than replace it
I n kind, PennDOT has agreed to expand
It to a 4 acre cover to bridge both
| -95 and Chri stopher Col unbus
Boul evar d.

In addition, PennDOT w | |
rebuild the public space at Penns
Landi ng connecting it to this new

expanded cover. This will create a
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continuous nearly 12 acre public
space, the new Penns Landi ng ParKk,
extending fromFront Street to the
Del aware Ri ver between Chestnut and
Wal nut Streets.

Once PennDOT conpl etes the
I nfrastructure that spans these two
roads and connects Front Street
directly to the Waterfront, the
Del aware Ri ver Waterfront Corporation
will install |andscaping and build the
cafe, public bathroons and nodest
public building to create a
transformati onal civic space that
conceals a portion of 1-95 and
reconnects this area of the Cty to
Its waterfront.

Joe Forkin, thank you very
much for your testinony earlier today.
And -- okay. The covers over [-95 in
the vicinity of Spruce Street nmay al so
need to be replaced as PennDOT
rebuil ds that portion of 1-95.  But
simlar planning designed in

reconstructi on needs as the Chestnut

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Commttee on Rul es 49
6/ 13/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Street cover for Penns Landi ng Park.
Thi s ordi nance woul d al so aut hori ze
t he agreenments necessary to all ow
PennDOT to rebuild the Spruce Street
covers.

In addition to rebuilding the
covers over 95, this ordinance wl|
authorize the Gty to work with
PennDOT to extend the South Street
pedestrian bridge, which crosses [-95
and term nates currently at a parking
| ot on the west side of Christopher
Col unbus Boul evard. The extension
which will termnate at a newmy
conpl eted section of the Del aware
River Trail wll create another new
direct and safe access point to the
Wat erfront.

The creation of this new
multi-mllion Penns Landing Park is
cost-shared with funding fromthe
Cty, PennDOT and the Del aware Ri ver
Waterfront Corporation. At the outset
of the project, the Gty commtted $90

mllion to be used toward the
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construction of the Del aware River
Trail between WAshi ngt on Avenue and
Spring Garden Street and the

| nprovenents that will turn the
PennDOT bill infrastructure into the
12 acre Penns Landi ng Park.

O this ambunt, the first $20
mllion has been expended on the now
conplete trail with the renmaining
anmount programmed in the capital
budget for expenditure on the park by
the Del aware Ri ver Waterfront
Corporation with oversight by the
City. The financial commtnents by
the Gty have already been authorized.
Thi s ordinance only authorizes the
execution of docunments necessary to
facilitate the coordinated rebuil ding
of the area as descri bed.

The Departnent of Public
Property and the O fice of
Transportation, Infrastructure and
Sustai nabi lity support this neasure.
And accordingly, | respectfully ask

that Gty Council approve Bill 220457.
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| am requesting the suspension of the
rules so as to allow first reading at
t he next session of Council. Thank
you. | will be happy to answer any
guestions you may have.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very nuch.

Any questions or coments
from nmenbers of the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Ckay.
Thank you for your testinony.

| s there anyone el se here to
testify on any of the bills that have
been put forward today?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Heari ng
none, this concludes the hearing. W
w Il now take a pause and go into our
public neeting.

COUNCI LWOVAN QUI NONES-
SANCHEZ: M. Chair, this is
Counci | mrenber Sanchez. | just woul d
like to |l et you know that | have been

present. | haven't been able to
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access the chat room

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Ckay.
The Chair officially recognizes
Counci | woman Mari a Qui nones- Sanchez as
present.

| want to thank all the
panel s of witnesses for their
partici pation today. W value your
input. | nowinvite all panels of
W tnesses to please disconnect from
the neeting as we go officially into
our public -- fromthe hearing before
we go officially into our public
meeting. This concludes the public
hearing on the Conmttee and we wl |
now convene the public neeting.

WIlIl the derk please cal
the roll to take attendance. Menbers
that are in attendance w il please
I ndi cate that they are present when
their nanes are called. Also, please
say a few brief words when respondi ng
so that your image will be displayed
on screen when you speak.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
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Curtis Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: M. Chair,
col | eagues, | am present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Kat herine G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON. Good norning, M. Chair
and col | eagues. | am present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
David Oh.

COUNCI LMAN OH: Good nor ni ng,
Chair. |'mpresent as well.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Brian O Neill

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
norning. | amstill present. Thank
you.

THE CLERK: And,
Counci | renber Mari a Qui nones- Sanchez.

COUNCI LWOVAN QUI NONES-
SANCHEZ: | am here and present.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS

215-504- 4622




Commttee on Rul es 54
6/ 13/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | wman Kat herine G| nore
Ri chardson for a notion on Bill No.
220120.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you, M. Chair.

| nove that Bill No. 220120
be reported fromthis Conmmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further
nove that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading of
this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  The
Chair notes for the record that
Council man Curtis Jones seconds the
notion. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No. 220120
be reported fromthis Conmttee with a
favorabl e recomendati on and further
nove that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first readi ng of

this bill at the next session of
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Counci | .

Al'l those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.

(Ayes.)
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The ayes
have it and the notion carri es.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | woman Kat herine G| nore
Ri chardson for a notion on Bil
No. 220365.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you, M. Chair.

| nove that Bill No. 220365
be reported fromthis Conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and furt her
nove that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first readi ng of
this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  The
Chair notes for the record that

Counci | wman Ci ndy Bass seconds the
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1 pmotion. It has been noved and
2 properly seconded that Bill No. 220365
3 be reported fromthis Conmttee with a
4  favorabl e recommendati on and further
5 nove that the rules of Council be
6 suspended to permt first readi ng of
7 this bill at the next session of
8 Council .
9 Al those in favor of the
10 potion wll signify by saying aye.
11 (Ayes.)
12 COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Opposed?
13 (No response.)
14 COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  The ayes
15 have it and the notion carri es.
16 The Chair recognizes
17 Counci | woman Kat herine G| nore
18 Richardson for a notion on the
19 amendnent to Bill No. 220457.
20 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
21 RICHARDSON:. Thank you, M. Chair.
22 | offer an anmendnent to Bill
23 No. 220457. A copy of the anmendnent
24 has been circulated to all nenbers of
25 the Commttee. | nove that the
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anendnent to Bill No. 220457 be

approved.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | wonman C ndy Bass seconds the
nmotion. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the anendnent
to Bill 220457 be approved.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying.

(Ayes.)
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The ayes
have it and the notion carries.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Kat herine Gl nore
Ri chardson for a notion on Bill No.
220457 as anended.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you, M. Chair.

| nmove that Bill No. 220457

as anended be reported fromthis
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Commttee wth a favorabl e
reconmendati on and further nove that
the rules of Council be suspended to
permt first reading of this bill at
t he next session of Council.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | wman G ndy Bass seconds the
notion. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No. 220457
as anended be reported fromthis
Commttee wth a favorable
reconmendati on and further nove that
the rules of Council be suspended to
permt first reading of this bill at
t he next session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.

(Ayes.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Those

opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The ayes

have it and the notion carries. This
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concludes this hearing, and | just
want to personally thank everybody for
taking time out of your schedule in
participating in this Rules hearing.
Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. Chairman.

COUNCI LWVOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  You're
wel cone. Take care.

(Comm ttee on Rul es concl uded

at 10:27 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

|, hereby certify that the
proceedi ngs and evi dence noted are contai ned
fully and accurately in the stenographic
notes taken by nme in the foregoing matter,
and this is a correct transcript of the

sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of
this transcript does not apply to any
reproduction of the sanme by any neans, unless
under the direct control and/or supervision

of the certifying reporter.)
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