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COUNCI L OF THE CI TY OF PH LADELPH A

STATED MEETI NG

Cty Hall, Room 400

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a

Thur sday, October 23, 2025
10: 00 a. m

PRESENT:

COUNCI L PRESI DENT KENYATTA JOHNSON
COUNCI LWOVAN RUE LANDAU
COUNCI LWOVAN NI NA - AHVAD
COUNCI LWOVAN KENDRA BROOKS
COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER
COUNCI LWOVAN KATHERI NE G LMORE- RI CHARDSON
COUNCI LWOVAN QUETCY M LOZADA
COUNCI LWOVAN CI NDY BASS
COUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL
COUNCI LMAN CURTIS J. JONES, JR
COUNCI LMAN NI COLAS O ROURKE
COUNCI LMAN JEFFREY YOUNG, JR
COUNCI LMAN ANTHONY PHI LLI PS
COUNCI LMAN BRI AN O NEI LL

ELI ZABETH MCCOLLUM Chief Cerk

Page 1

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 23/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

PROCEEDI NGS

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Menbers, please take your
seats. | note that the hour has
conme and that a quorumof this
Council is present. Please retire
to the seats outside the rails,
asking for all sidebar conversations
to be taken outside the council
chanbers. And pl ease put your cel
phones on silence and/or vibrate.
Thank you.

To give our invocation this
norni ng, the Chair recognizes Fat her
Francis Pete Foley, retired captain
of the United States Navy Chapl ain
Corps, Pastor of St. Tinothy's
Pari sh and Adm ni strator of St.

Bart hol onmew Parish. He is here
today as a guest of Council nmenber
M ke Driscoll.

"1l ask all nmenbers and

guests to pl ease ri se.

FATHER FOLEY: Let us pray.
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Eternal Father, you are the source
of everything that is good and true
and beautiful. Wth humlity and
gratitude, we cone before you and

i npl ore your bl essing upon our fair
city and upon your hunble servants
who nmake this great netropolis
vibrant with talent, culture,

di versity, brotherly |ove, wel com ng
nei ghbor hoods, unequal sports teans
and fantastic food.

Keep safe and skilled those
who protect and provide for our
wel | -being: police, firenen,
ener gency nedi cal personnel, and all
those sailors, soldiers, Mrines,
ai rmen, and coast guardsnen who
serve here and around the worl d.

Bl ess the teachers in our
school s, the sanitation workers, and
t he many nen and wonen who keep the
nunmer ous of fices and agenci es of our
fair city serving our citizens,

runni ng snmoothly and efficiently day
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in and day out, all throughout the
year.

Finally, bless our Gty
Counci | nrenbers and their staffs.
They are nen and wonen of talent,
devoti on, and passi on about our
communities and our city. Their
political affiliations are diverse,
their priorities are sonetines
separate, but in their |ove of
Phi | adel phi a and t he peopl e they
serve, they are as one, united in
their determnation to do what is
right and defend what is true.

Fill them Lord, wth your
wi sdom  GQui de them by your |ight.
Renew themwi th your strength and
bless them their staffs, and their
famlies wth your peace. |n your
nost holy nane we pray, anen.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Amren. The Chair thanks
Fat her Foley for the invocation.

Council wll be at ease.
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The next order of business
Is the approval of the journal of
the neeting of Thursday, October
16t h, 2025. The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank
you, M. President. | nove that the
journal of the neeting of Thursday,
Cct ober 16th, 2025 be approved.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the journal of the
neeti ng of Thursday, Cctober the
16t h, 2025 stand approved. Al
those in favor will indicate by
sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed. The ayes have it,
and the journal is approved.

The next order of business
Is the request for |eave of absence,
and the Chair recognizes

Counci | mrenber Katherine Gl nore
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Ri char dson.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Thank you, M. President. On behalf
of Gty Council, a |eave of absence
i s requested for Council menber
O Neill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair will thank the
Counci | mrenber. Leave will be
granted. The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS:  Good
norni ng, Council President. On
behal f of the mnority, there are no
requests for |eave of absence.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. The Chair
t hanks the Counci | nenber.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri chardson for a notion concerning
certain legislative matters that may

arise during the course of today's
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session of council and that were not
listed on the cal endar circul ated
prior to today's session.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:

Thank you, M. President.

I nove that any of the follow ng
matters, if considered today, nmay be
added to the agenda for this session
of council and, as required by |aw,
subsequent |y published on an anended
agenda after the consideration of
those matters:

Resol uti ons aut hori zi ng
heari ngs; anmendnments to bills on
first reading; the reconsideration
of a bill vetoed by or recalled from
the mayor; anendnents to bills
recalled fromthe mayor; resolutions
taki ng substantive action to be
voted on in this session; a notion
to withdraw a bill or resolution
that is not on the cal endar; and a
notion placing a bill or resolution

on, or returning a bill or
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resolution from the suspension
cal endar that is not listed on
today' s cal endar.

The purpose of this notion
is to provide the public with notice
concerni ng possi bl e actions by
Council that arose too late to be
i ncl uded on the cal endar that was
publ i shed prior to today's session.

Counci | renber: Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the legislative matter
stated by Council nenber G I nore
Ri chardson nay be added to the
agenda for today should those
matters arise during the course of
this session. Council, all those in
favor wll signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the notion carries.

The Chair will dispense
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with the regqular order of business
to recogni ze the guests and visitors
joining us in chanbers this norning.
On behal f of all nenbers of Gty
Council, | wel cone you to our
council session. W appreciate you
taking your tinme to join us. As we
attend to the legislative affairs of
our great city, we certainly invite
you to cone again.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Kat herine G I nore-
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON-
G LMORE:

Thank you so nuch,
M. President. [|f you've ever
driven to work in the norning in
Phi | adel phia or ridden on a SEPTA
bus, chances are you started your
day with the Rise and Gind norning
show on Power 99. For 14 years, the
Ri se and Gind Mrning Show was the

soundtrack to our city's nornings,
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fromparents driving their kids to
school to Phil adel phi ans headed to
work. It becane a daily tradition
for many of us, including ne.

Airing weekdays from
6:00 a.m to 10:00 a.m on Power 99
FM the show was nore than just
music. |t was conversation, it was
community, and it was our culture.
It was where hip hop and R&B net
real talk about life, relationships,
and the issues shaping our great
city.

Today, ny coll eagues, it is
my honor and privilege to welcone to
City Council Chanbers the voices
behi nd the magic. Today, we have
with us the Mutha Knows and M key
Dredd, two of the nobst recogni zed
and respected nanmes in Phil adel phi a
radi o.

A true Phil adel phia radio
| egend, many of us renenber M key

Dredd fromhis tinme on the Wekni ght
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Hot Boy show al ongsi de co-host Uncle
O Wth 30 years at Power 99, his
energy and hunor made hima trusted
presence for |isteners all across
the Del aware Valley. Mitha Knows,
known for his quick wit and big
personality, has been a persona
favorite of mne and a fan since
joining Power 99. His segnent, The
Tea, was a can't-mss part of our
nmorni ngs full of gossip, fun, and
the kind of hunor that only Mitha
coul d deliver.

Toget her, they hel ped Rise
and Gind becone one of the
top-rated shows in the region,
reachi ng tens of thousands every
single norning and giving voice to
our city's culture. Today, as we
recogni ze the show s incredible
| egacy and inpact, we are proud to
wel conre M key Dredd and Mut ha Knows
to Philadel phia Gty Council for all

t he nornings they woke us up and
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hel ped us stay connected as a city.

Thank you very, very nuch. Pl ease

stand and be recogni zed. Thank you,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You're wel cone. And |'ve been on
the Rise and Gind show several
different tinmes, and they've al ways
used their platformto speak truth
to power. And Dr. Phillips, I'm
t hi nki ng maybe even Ri se and Gind
Gty Council show m ght be a
t hought. But congratul ati ons,
fell ows, on your acknow edgnent. W
appreciate all your hard work and
dedi cati on.

As there are no
presentati ons today, the next order
of business is comrunications. The
Chair requests that the Sergeant-at-
Arnms deliver the nessages fromthe
Mayor to the Chief Cerk. WII the
Chief Clerk please read the nessages

fromthe Mayor and any ot her
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communi cations in her possession.

CH EF CLERK: On Cctober
17t h, pursuant to Sections 4-604 and
2-307 of the Hone Rule Charter, | am
today transmtting to the Council
the recomendation of the Gty
Pl anni ng Comm ssion on the follow ng
bills:

Bill No. 250771:

Conmi ssion voted to extend its
review 45 additional days. Bill No.
250834: Comm ssion voted to extend
its review 45 additional days.

And on Cctober 20th,
pursuant to Sections 4-604 and 2-307
of the Hone Rule Charter, | amtoday
transmtting to the Council the
recommendation of the City Planning
Comm ssion on the followng bills.
Bill Nunmbers 250706, 250719, 250723,
250767, 250772, 250800, 250801,
250802, 250803, 250804:

Conm ssion voted to extend

its review 45 additional days,
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250806, 250807, 250808, 250809,
250810, 250811, approval wth
amendnent s, 250830, 250835, 250836,
250839, 250842, 250845: Conmi ssion
voted to extend its review 45
addi ti onal days, and 250847.

There are no further
comuni cati ons in my possession,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. The nessages will be
printed in the journal. The next
order of business is the
i ntroduction of bills and
resolutions. The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Dr. Anthony Phillips.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President. |
have one privileged resolution for
i ntroduction today for a young wonan
whose |ight and ki ndness have
reflected the very best of
Phi | adel phi a, Kada Scott.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you very nmuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring the life and
| egacy of Kada Scott, a beacon of
l'ight and [ ove in Phil adel phi a,
remenbered for her faith, kindness,
and countl ess |lives she touched.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today's final passage cal endar. The
Chair recognizes Majority Leader
Kat heri ne G | nore-Ri chardson.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Thank you, M. President. Today I
offer one bill and two privil eged
resolutions. The bill and one
privileged resolution are on your
behal f .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the bill and the

resol uti ons.
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CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
renam ng the Paschalville Library to
the Hardy Wl lians Library of
Paschal vill e in honor of
Pennsyl vani a State Senator Hardy
Wl liams, a distinguished politician
and trailblazer for the African
Anerican comunity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring the
life and | egacy of Mchael |. Days
for his extensive career as a
reporter and editor for the
Phi | adel phia Daily News, and | ater
as Vice President for Dversity and
I ncl usi on at The Phil adel phi a
I nquirer.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
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privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
and honoring Power 99's Ri se and
G ind Morning Show for its |asting
contributions to radio and the
cultural fabric of the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar. The
Chair recogni zes Counci |l menber Jam e
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER:
Good norning, Council President.
Today | have one bill and one
privileged resolution on your
behal f .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch. WII| the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
bill and the resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zi ng encroachnents in the
nature of a sidewalk café in the

vicinity of 5021 through 23
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Bal ti nore Avenue, Phil adel phia, PA
19143, under certain ternms and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Chris Gl e, Executive Director of
the Bicycle Coalition of Geater
Phi | adel phia, for his exenplary work
and advocacy in ensuring the safety
and inclusivity of cyclists
t hr oughout Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar. The
Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
| sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, coll eagues. Good norni ng
to the listening public. Today I

have two resolutions and one bill.
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But | do want to take a nonent of
privilege, Council President, to
thank Majority Leader Katherine
G I nore Richardson for her
resol ution around Power 99 Rise and
Gind Show. Thank you all so nuch
for being here. Thank you,
col | eague, that's a great
resol ution, and thank you for your
service to the Gty of Phil adel phi a.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Chief Cerk please
read the titles of the resolutions,
pl ease.
CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
amendi ng Chapter 19-2600 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled Business
I ncone and Recei pts Taxes, to
establish a partial exenption for
certain childcare service
busi nesses, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Excellent. This bill will be
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referred to the appropriate
conmi ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zing the Atlantic Center for
Capital Representation and its staff
for 15 years of dedicated service
addressi ng system c issues with the
death penalty in Pennsylvania and
across the nation.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged -- I"msorry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Go ahead.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution celebrating
the Mural Arts Program and
recogni zi ng the nonth of Cctober as
Mural Arts Month in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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This resolution wll be placed on
today's final passage cal endar. The
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Curtis Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:  Thank
you, M. President. Today, | offer
one bill and one non-privil eged
resol uti on on your behalf.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch, sir. WII the
Chief Cerk please read the title of
the bill and the resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An ordinance
granting perm ssion to Haverford
Busi ness Association to install and
mai ntai n encroachnents in the nature
of decorative light fixtures
attached to existing facilities
owned by the city or other entities,
subject to such owner's consent, al
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the

appropriate conmttee.
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CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution authorizing
the Committee on Public Safety to
hold a hearing to exanmine the city
of Phil adel phia's strategies, |aws,
and policies for protecting victins
of abuse and donestic viol ence
within the justice system including
courts, the Sheriff's Ofice, the
District Attorney's Ofice, and the
Phi | adel phi a Police Departnent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar. The
Chair recogni zes Counci |l nenber Rue
Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU:. Good
nor ni ng, Council President,
col | eagues, public. | have one
privileged resolution today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the

resol uti on.
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CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on commenorating and
honori ng the 2025 Phil adel phia Wl k
to End Al zheiner's for nobilizing
t housands of Phil adel phians in the
ongoi ng fight against Al zheiner's
t hrough advocacy, research, and
comunity care.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar. The
Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Quet cy Lozada.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President. Good
norning. | have no bills and
resol uti ons today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch. The Chair
recogni zes Counci | nenber Jeffrey J.
Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank
you. Good norning, M. President.

Good norning, colleagues. Today |
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offer three bills, one privileged
resol uti on, and one non-privil eged
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the titles of the
bills and resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
amendi ng Section 14-529 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled 5th
District Overlay District, to
provide for building requirenents to
prevent vacant lots, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zi ng encroachnents in the
nature of a sidewalk café in the
vicinity of 161 West G rard Avenue,
Phi | adel phia, PA 19122, under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance anending Title 14 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled Zoning
and Pl anni ng, by maki ng techni cal
changes to the text that has
expired, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resolution al so
nam ng Oxford Street between Broad
Street and 15th Street as Jake and
Sar ah Adans Avenue.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
the final passage cal endar for
consi deration at our next session of
counci | .

CH EF CLERK: And a

privileged resolution authori zing

Page 25

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 23/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

the Council Commttee on Conmerce
and Econom c Devel opnent to hold
hearings to investigate the city's
paynent and refund systens for
muni ci pal taxes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today's final passage cal endar. The
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Kendr a Brooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS: |
have no bills and resol utions today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Council menber Jim
Harrity.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Council President, | have no bills
or resol utions today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Ni chol as O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Good norning, Council President,

Phi | adel phians. | have one
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privileged resolution to introduce
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring the life and
| egacy of Rabbi Arthur Ocean Waskow,
a prophetic activist and aut hor
grounded in Jewish tradition and
faith, who created the foundati on on
whi ch generations of noral activists
st and.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar. The
Chair recogni zes Counci |l menber M ke
Driscol I.

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:
Good norning, M. President. | have
one non-privileged resolution to
of fer today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you very nuch. Wuld the
Chief Clerk please read the title of
t he resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol uti on requesting
the Mayor to return to council Bil
No. 250771, entitled an ordi nance
aut hori zi ng 3419 Kensi ngton Partners
or a subsequent owner to install,
own, and mai ntain an encroachnent at
3423 Kensi ngt on Avenue,
Phi | adel phia, PA 19134, under
certain terns and conditions, for
t he purpose of reconsideration by
the council of the vote by which
said bill passed council.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the final passage cal endar for
consi deration at our next session of
council. The Chair recognizes the
gent |l eman from Sout h Phil adel phi a,
Counci | menber Mark Squill a.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
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Thank you, M. President. | offer
one bill and two resolutions on your
behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
bill and resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An ordinance
aut hori zi ng encroachnents in the
nature of a sidewalk café in the
vicinity of 2535 through 37 South
13th Street, Phil adel phia, PA 19148,
under certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng Reverend Carolyn C arene
Cavaness for the one-year
anni versary of her pastoral
appoi ntnent at the historic Mdther
Bet hel AME Chur ch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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This resolution wll be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and congratul ating the Internationa
Br ot herhood of El ectrical Wrkers,
Local 98, on the nonmentous occasi on
of its 125th anniversary,
cel ebrating over a century of
exenpl ary | eadershi p, advocacy, and
unwavering dedication to the rights
and wel fare of electrical workers.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed in
today's final passage cal endar. The
Chair recogni zes Deputy Wip
Counci | mrenber C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. Thank
you, M. President. | offer one
privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII the chief
clerk please read the title of the

privileged resol ution.
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CH EF CLERK: Recogni zi ng
the extraordinary contributions and
l'ifetime achievenents of Dr. Mol efi
Kete Asante, founder of
Afrocentricity and founder of the
Mol efi Kete Asante (MKA) Institute
for Afrocentric Studies in the
Ger mant own nei ghbor hood.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That's a good one. That's a good
job. This resolution wll be placed
on today's final passage cal endar.
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Dr. N na Ahmad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD: Thank
you, Council President. | have two
resol utions, both privileged, one on
your behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch. WIIl the chief
clerk please read the title of the
privileged resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged

resol ution authorizing the Conmmttee
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on Public Health and Human Services
to hold hearings to exam ne the

i npacts of the current crisis

t hreateni ng the Suppl enent al
Nutrition Assistance Program ( SNAP)
and Supplenmental Nutrition

Assi stance Program Educati on ( SNAP-
Ed) on food and nutrition security
i n Phil adel phia, including barriers
to accessing benefits, disruption to
nutrition, education and outreach,
consequences for residents, and
opportunities for coordinated city
and conmunity response.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
and affirmng the Cty of
Phi | adel phia's comm tment to public
heal th grounded in scientific
evi dence and opposing state

proposal s that woul d weaken proven
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protections, including childhood
I mruni zati ons, community water
fluoridation, and practical steps
that limt the spread of disease in
school s.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
the final passage cal endar. For the
record, the previous resolution on
SNAP benefits and SNAP-Ed benefits
was al so | ead co-sponsored by
Counci | mrenber Rue Landau. The next
order of business is reports from
commttee. The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Ci ndy Bass for a
report fromthe Conmttee on Rul es.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. Thank
you, M. President. The Commttee
on Rules reports out twelve bills
with a favorabl e reconmendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
For the record, how many bills is
t hat ?

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
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Twel ve.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Twel ve. Thank you. WII the chief
clerk please read the report of the
twelve bills.

CH EF CLERK: The Conmittee
on Rules, to which were referred the
following bills: Bill No. 250534,
an ordi nance continuing the Mayfair
Busi ness | nprovenent District beyond
its termnation date in an area that
general Iy includes both sides of
Frankford Avenue fromthe north side
of Har bi son Avenue to the south side
of Sheffield Street and certain
bl ocks of streets that intersect
that portion of Frankford Avenue.
Approvi ng a change of the boundaries
of the district to include 6700
Rol and Avenue to the service area.
Approving a change of boundaries to
renmove fromthe service area 4014
t hrough 4034 Robbins Street, as well
as 3501 through 3539 Ryan Avenue.

Page 34

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 23/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Conti nuing the Mayfair Business
| mprovenment District, Inc., a
Pennsyl vani a nonprofit corporation,
as a nei ghborhood i nprovenent
di strict managenent association for
the district. Approving a plan for
and report concerning the district,
aut hori zing the Director of
Commer ce, on behalf of the Gty, to
execute an agreenent with the
Mayf ai r Busi ness | nprovenent
District, Inc., relating to the
di strict, and reauthorizing the
Mayf ai r Busi ness | nprovenent
District, Inc. to assess property
owners within the district a speci al
property assessnent fee to be used
I n accordance with the approved
plan, all in accordance with the
provi sions of the Conmunity and
Economi ¢ | nprovenent Act under
certain terns and conditions.

Bill No. 250572, an

ordi nance anendi ng Section 2-112 of
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t he Phil adel phia Code, entitled City
Conm ssi oners, by renoving the
powers and duties of the Departnent
of Licenses and | nspections over
matters relating to weights and
nmeasures; anending Title |IX
entitled Regul ati on of Busi nesses,
Trades, and Professions, by renoving
provi sions relating to anusenent
devi ces and wei ghts and neasures and
maki ng rel ated techni cal changes;
and anending Title 19, entitled
Fi nance and Tax Col | ecti ons, by
elimnating provisions related to
anmusenent |icenses and wei ghts and
nmeasures registration, all under
certain terns and conditions.

Bill No. 250577, an
ordi nance repealing in its entirety
the foll ow ng ordi nance, approved
Decenber 23, 2024, Bill No.
240964- A02, authorizing the Gty of
Phi | adel phia to organi ze an

authority to be known as the Arena
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Services District Authority pursuant
to the ternms of the Pennsylvania
Muni ci pal Authorities Act, all under
certain terns and conditions.

Bill No. 250648, an
ordi nance to anend the Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoni ng
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated within an area bound by
North Street, Broad Street, Wallace
Street, and 15th Street.

Bill No. 250800, an
ordi nance anending Title 14-602,
entitled Use Tables, by prohibiting
drug paraphernalia sales in certain
i ndustrial districts, all under
certain terns and conditions.

Bill No. 250802, an
ordi nance anending Title 14 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled Zoning
and Pl anning, by revising and
clarifying certain provisions and
maki ng techni cal changes to texts

t hat have expired, all under certain
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ternms and conditions.

Bill No. 250803, an
ordi nance anendi ng Section 14-524 of
t he Phil adel phia Code, entitled 4th
District Overlay District, by
clarifying all owed uses, all under
certain terns and conditions.

Bill No. 250810, an
ordi nance anending Title 14 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled Zoning
and Pl anning, by clarifying certain
provi sions related to m xed-i ncone
housi ng, revising the quality
standards for affordable units
wi thin m xed-incone devel opnents,
and making rel ated techni cal
changes, all under certain terns and
conditions. Respectfully reports it
has consi dered the sane and returns
the attached bills to Council with a
favorabl e recomendati on.

Bill No. 250767, an
ordi nance repealing inits entirety

Bill No. 240415, approved July 19,
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2024, entitled An O di nance to Anend
t he Phil adel phia Zoni ng Maps by
Changi ng the Zoni ng Desi gnati ons of
Certain Areas of Land Located Wthin
an Area Bound by Island Avenue, the
Del awar e Expressway, and Bartram
Avenue.

Bill No. 250804, an
ordi nance anending Title 14 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled Zoning
and Pl anni ng, by anmending certain
provi sions of Chapter 14-500,
entitled Overlay Zoning Districts,
by creating the University Comunity
Overlay District and making rel ated
techni cal changes, all under certain
ternms and conditions.

Bill No. 250808, an
ordi nance anending Title 14 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled Zoning
and Pl anning, by revising and
clarifying certain provisions and
maki ng techni cal changes to the text

that has expired, all under certain
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ternms and conditions.

Bill No. 250811, an
ordi nance to anmend the Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changing the zoni ng
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated within an area bound by
Ardl eigh Street, East Sedgw ck
Street, SEPTA Chestnut Hi || East
Li ne, and East Gorgas Lane.
Respectfully reports it has
consi dered and anended the sane and
returns the attached bills to
Council wth a favorable
reconmendat i on.

There are no further bills
to report out fromthe Conmittee on
Rul es, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | mnenber
Bass for a notion.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. Thank
you, M. President. | nove that the
rul es of Council be suspended to

permt first reading this day of the
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bills just read into the record by
the chief clerk.

Counci | nenber:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the rules of Council
be suspended to permt the
consi deration of these bills just
read by the chief clerk at today's
session of Council. Al those in
favor of the nmotion will signify by
sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries. These bills
will be placed on our first reading
cal endar for today. The Chair
recogni zes Counci |l nrenber M ke
Driscoll for a report fromthe
Conm ttee on Licenses and
| nspecti ons.

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, M. President. The
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Comm ttee on Licenses and
I nspections reports out four bills
with a favorabl e reconmendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. WII the chief clerk
pl ease read the report.

CH EF CLERK: The Committee
on Licenses and I nspections, to
whi ch were referred the foll ow ng
bills: Bill No. 250708, an
ordi nance anendi ng Subcode A, the
Phi | adel phia Adm ni strative Code of
Title 4 of the Philadel phia Code,
t he Buil ding, Construction, and
Cccupancy Code, to revise penalties
associated with stop work and cease
operations orders under certain
ternms and conditions.

Bill No. 250709, an
ordi nance anendi ng Section 9-4403 of
t he Phil adel phia Code, entitled
Enforcenent, to provide for the
conti nuation of nui sance busi ness

enforcenent follow ng a change in
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busi ness under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

Bill No. 250722, an
ordi nance addi ng a new chapter,
Chapter 21-3500 of the Phil adel phia
Code, entitled Public Uility
Meters, to prohibit provision of a
second utility nmeter by a public
utility at a residential property
wi t hout evidence of a valid housing
rental |icense for the property
under certain ternms and conditions.

Bill No. 250773, an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 9-4900 of
t he Phil adel phia Code, entitled
Prohi bition on Use of Certain Bags
by Retail Establishnments, to nodify
certain definitions, require retai
establishnents to charge a fee for
the provision of a bag to custoners,
and require signage, all under
certain terns and conditions.
Respectfully reports it has

consi dered and anended the sane and
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returns the attached bills to
Council wth a favorable
reconmendat i on.

There are no further bills
to report out fromthe Conmittee on
Li censes and I nspections, Council
Pr esi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
M ke Driscoll for a notion.

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, M. President. | nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
this day of the bills just read into
the record by the chief clerk.

Counci | renber: Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the rules of Council
be suspended to permt the
consi deration of these bills just
read by the chief clerk at today's

session of Council. Al those in
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favor of the notion wll signify by
sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed. The ayes have it.
The notion carries. These bills
wi Il be placed on our first reading
cal endar for today. The Chair now
recogni zes Counci | nenber M ke
Driscoll for a notion regarding
speci al busi ness.

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, M. President. | nobve
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt consideration of
speci al business at this tine.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the rules of Council
be suspended to permt the
consi deration of special business at
this time. Al those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying

aye.
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COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the notion carries. The Chair
recogni zes Counci | nenber M ke
Driscoll for a notion regarding a
resol ution introduced today to
recall Bill No. 250771. WIIl the
clerk please read the title of the
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
requesting the Mayor return to
Council Bill No. 250771, entitled An
O di nance Aut hori zing 3419
Kensi ngton Partners or a subsequent
owner to install, own, and maintain
an encroachnent at 3423 Kensi ngton
Avenue, Phil adel phia, PA 19134,
under certain terns and conditions,
for the purpose of reconsideration
by the Council of the vote by which
said bill passed Council.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber

Page 46

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 23/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, M. President. | nove to
suspend the rules to all ow
consi deration of this resolution
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the rules of Council
be suspended so as to permt the
consi deration of the resolution at
this time. Al those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries. The Chair
recogni zes Counci |l nrenber M ke
Driscol | .

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, President. | nove for
t he adoption of the resol ution.

Counci | renber: Second.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. AlIl those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries. The resol ution
I's adopted. WII the clerk please
read a letter fromthe mayor.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and Menbers of the Counci
of the Gty of Philadelphia, |I'm
returning herewith, as requested by
your resolution adopted today, Bill
No. 250771, entitled An O di nance
Aut hori zi ng 3419 Kensington Partners
or a subsequent owner to install,
own, and mai ntain an encroachnment at
3423 Kensi ngt on Avenue,
Phi | adel phia, PA 19134, under
certain ternms and conditions, for

t he purpose of reconsideration by
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Council of the vote by which said
bill passed Counci l

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
M ke Driscoll for a notion regarding
that Council reconsider the vote by
which Bill No. 250771 was passed.

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL: So
noved, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Al'l those in favor of the notion
will signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it. A
maj ority of all nenbers having voted
in the affirmative, the notion
carries, and the vote by which Bill
No. 250771 was passed has been
reconsidered. The bill will be
pl aced on our second readi ng and
final passage cal endar for our next
session of Council.

The next order of busi ness
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Is the consideration of the
calendar. | note that the bills
just reported fromconmttees, wth
t he suspension of the rules, have
been deened to have had a first
reading. These bills wll be placed
on the second reading and fi nal
passage cal endar for the next
sessi on of Council.

As there are no additional
bills on the first reading cal endar,
the Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Kat herine G lnore Richardson for a
notion concerning the bills and
resol utions on the second reading
and final passage cal endars.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Thank you, M. President. The
followng bills and resolutions are
being called up fromthe second
readi ng and final passage cal endars
today: Nunbers 250892, 250897,
250493- A, 250654, and 250718-A. The

following bills and resolutions on
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t he cal endar are being hel d:
250303, 250646, and 250721.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Before considering these
bills and resolutions, we wl|l
consi der public comment as follows.
Your public conment nust concern
matters on the second readi ng and
fi nal passage cal endars for possible
action at today's Council session.
Al'l speakers nust sign up in order
to testify. |f you have not already
signed up for today's session,
pl ease do so now by giving your nane
to Ms. Hansen at the table outside
the rails to ny left. Once you have
signed up, you will be called in the
order in which your nanme appears on
the signup sheet. Under idea
ci rcunstances, public comenters
each will have three mnutes to
speak. However, this time [imt my
vary from session to session.

Today, the time [imt wll be two
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m nut es.

In order to be fair to all
those wishing to speak, | intend to
hold faithfully to the two-m nute
limt. Wen you begin speaking, you
will see a green light on the
podium Wen there are 30 seconds
remaining to your time, the |ight
will turn yellow, which is your
rem nder to concl ude your renmarKks.
Once two minutes have passed, the
light will turn red and the Sergeant
at Arms will disconnect the
m crophone. At that point, please
yield the podiumto the next speaker
i f you have not done so already. |
al so reserve the right, pursuant to
our Rules of Council, to limt
repetitious comments on the sane
subject matter.

| woul d now ask the Chi ef
Clerk to please read the nanes of
our first speakers.

CH EF CLERK: May we have
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Kate Perez, Jereny Blatstein, M key
Dredd, Mutha Knows, and Marie
Flemng to the podium W have Kate
Perez, Jereny Blatstein, M key
Dredd, Mitha Knows, and Marie

Fl em ng.

MR. BLATSTEIN. Hello. M
nanme's Jereny Blatstein. Today | am
here in support of Bill No.
250178-A, which gives the
Phi | adel phi a Departnent of Streets
the authority to continue to nmake
changes and additions to parking
regulations in Center Gty.

To be clear, this has been
t he under standi ng since the 1980s;
It just wasn't properly |egislated.
This is a common-sense good
governance bill. 1t would
stream ine a process that could be
bogged down by unnecessary red tape.
It allows Streets and OIS, the
peopl e who actual |y manage our

transportati on network day to day,
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to make data-driven decisions faster
and nore effectively.

Every | oadi ng zone, every
curb change, every parKking
adj ustnent woul d require a periodic
process that could slow down safety
I nprovenents, bl ock businesses from
adapting, and prevent the city from
respondi ng quickly to hel p people
actually use our streets. This bil
doesn't renove oversight. It sinply
ensures expertise | eads the way.
Streets al ready naintain our
infrastructure; this just gives them
the flexibility to act when
conditions on the ground demand it.

This legislation lets the
city nove at the speed of the city,
not the speed of bureaucracy. The
quarrel sone contrarian, a.k.a. Cty
Counci | mrenber Jay Young, should al so
i nclude the 5th District in this
bill. Currently, he's not including

it, and it is a m stake.
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| would also like to
acknow edge you, Gty Counci
Presi dent Johnson, and your team for
goi ng up to Hoboken yesterday and
| i stening, |earning about what
they're doing to ensure Vision Zero
works. And we're tal king about
SEPTA. | just want to make sure
everybody understands that the
regional rail is delayed stil
because of the inspections that are
occurring of the Regional Rai
Silverliner cars, along with not
havi ng proper funding. So | just
want to nmake sure of the two things
everyone needs to understand.

And | ast but not |east, |
woul d |ike to renenber Kada Scott,
who should be alive today if it was
not for the m stakes nade by
Phi | adel phia District Attorney Larry
Krasner's office by not appealing
the bail and dropping the charges of
Keon King. Ride the ride. Thank

Page 55

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 23/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
M. Blatstein, just stay right
there. | think we have additi onal
i nformati on regardi ng Council nenber
Jeffrey J. Young. The Chair
recogni zes Counci |l nenber Jeffrey J.
Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Yes,
M. President, thank you so nuch for
recognizing ne. |'ll always be
quarrel some when it cones to
fighting for ny constituents and ny
residents, right? And nmaking sure
t hey have the proper information so
| can make the deci sion.

When it cones to this
particular bill, | have not spoken
to the community about this bill to
see how it would affect them but we
wi Il be having a town-hall in the
inner-city area, and this will be
one of the topics that the conmunity

menbers will have sone say on.
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So when you go in and you
speak to these things, you have no
I dea what you' re speaki ng of, you
have no idea ny thoughts behind it,
so ask ne a question. Every tine
you ask nme a question, | respond. |
give you the rationale before you
conme in here maki ng basel ess
statenments on City Council floor.
So pl ease, please, and anyone who
wants to do that, cone talk to ne
about it first before you nake these
basel ess statenents. Thank you,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair thanks the nenber. WII the
chief clerk please call the next
per son.

CH EF CLERK: We have M key
Dredd, Mutha Knows, and Marie
Flem ng. And may David Al exander
Jenkins, Jazm ne Easl ey, Ml anie
Bur ney, Janice Arnstrong or Janice

Arnstrong, and Joseph Bl ake al so
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make their way to the podi um

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The floor is yours.

MR. KNOAS:  Showtine. Cood
norning. My name is Miut ha Knows
fromthe Rise and Gind Mrrning
Show. Thank you so nuch to
Counci | woman Kat herine G | nore
Ri chardson and her fabul ous team for
this incredible honor.

["mfull of gratitude. |
would Ii ke to extend ny gratitude to
nmy team famly, and friends who
have supported ne every step of the
way. This resolution is not just a
recognition of my work, but a
testanment to the collective effort
and dedi cation that goes into making
it happen.

Thank you again for this
prestigious resolution. | am
grateful, and | wll forever
remenber this noment fromthe bottom

of nmy heart. Thank you for letting
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the Rise and Gind Mrning Show cone
i nto your hones, cone into your
cars, letting us hunor you, educate
you, informyou, and put a smle on
your face. |It's far from over.

This is only the beginning. Thank
you once agai n.

MR. DREDD: M key Dredd
fromthe Rise and Gind Mrning
Show. | just want to say |
appreci ate the acknow edgenent. A
| ot of what Mutha and | did on the
radi o was about the comunity, about
giving back. It wasn't always about
us and show ng our personality. It
was about what we could give to the
listeners and what the |listeners
coul d give back to us.

And let's be clear on this,
it wasn't just me and Mutha. The
show started out with Uncle O and
M na SayWhat, and then noved on to
Roxy, Mutha, and I. So it's not

just Mutha and I. There was a whol e
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team behind us. You know, |'m proud
to say that we've been the | ongest-
runni ng norni ng show on Power 99
ever.

So that puts us with the
greats, like BJ in the Morning,
Carter and Sanborn, Wendy WIIi amns,
Kobe Col e, Gol den Boy, Q Deezy,
Golden Grl, Loraine Ballard
Morrill, and Lehronda Upshur; all
these greats that have been on Power
99. It's an honor for our nanes to
be put in the sane sentence with
t hem

| really appreciate this.
This is nmy first tinme in here in all
the years that we've had all of you
guys on the show, and it's just
amazing to see. | appreciate you
all. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Congratul ati ons. One second,

M. Al exander. The Chair recognizes

Counci | renber Dr. Anthony Phillips.
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COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS: |
know they're going to be | eaving
soon, but | just want to publicly
say thank you to Mut ha Knows and
M key Dredd, because what M key said
earlier; they did this for our
comuni ty.

Oten in Philadel phia,
citizens got their news from Power
99, M key Dredd, and Mut ha Knows. |
even renenber growing up with Carter
and Sanborn. M nom made sure |
i stened to Carter and Sanborn. So
t he val ue of having a | ocal
personality tal k about issues and
things in our comunity nmeans a | ot.

And you know, private
conpani es have the right to nmake
decisions to go nationally
syndi cated. W | ove The Breakf ast
Cub --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
No, we don't.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS: - -

Page 61

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 23/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

and what they do. You're right.
There are sone things that are kind
of off about The Breakfast C ub.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
W |ike Rise and Gind.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
But 1'mgoing to say this, is that
you have the right to nake that
deci si on, but private conpanies al so
have the right to do the right
thing. And the right thing is
ensuring that | ocal comunities get
news and information that they need,
as well as feeling like it's
Phi | adel phi a.

And M key Dredd and Mt ha
Knows nmade radio feel |ike
Phi | adel phi a and nmade sure
Phi | adel phi ans under st ood the
I nportance of why their community
mattered. | just had to say that
before they left. Thank you all so
much.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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And | would be remiss if |I didn't
briefly acknow edge t he hundreds of
communi ty organi zati ons and events
that they have supported: show ng
up with their van, com ng out, being
radi o personalities on site. It
really helped a | ot of us when we
all first got started, those of us
who were activists before we becane
el ected officials.

So to Rise and Gind, keep
up the good work. Thank you very
much. M. David Al exander.

MR, ALEXANDER:

M. President, nenbers, and guests,

| rise in support of Resolution
250303 as presented by Menber Thomas
honori ng the Phil adel phia Juvenile
System Service Center School on the
occasion of its 20th biannual

cel ebrati on.

Carpe Diemis a thematic
i ndeed material. It is the very

tenet and theol ogy of hope that we
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are taught and enshrined in the very
dignity of our justice system
Justice WIlliam Rush rem nds us it
Is reformation. It is not
vindictive in nature; it is not
suffering. WIIliam Penn rem nds us
that to punish is to anend and not
to avenge. It is of Cod.

That truth still echoes in
our city's conscience in every young
life given another chance to begin
again, as we do our |level best to
ensure that man is judged not by the
depth of his failures but by his
internal struggle to strive for
flight. Wthin those walls, this
programrestores what the city's
earliest founders, the Quakers,
first envisioned: a world of
redenpti on.

Peni tence is not
puni shment. A radical idea to
ingest, owing to a world that too

often prefers the lash to the
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| esson. W have not al ways gotten
that right, and | admt that. But
Carpe Diem in its 20 years, has
sonething to learn us. It affirns
that justice, when guided by
conpassi on, |eads a person back to
t hensel ves.

That by uniting judges of
col or who serve our courts with the
young peopl e whose futures depend on
seeing that First Corinthians nore
excel l ent way, in these neetings
power becones nenbership, the gave
becones a bridge, and the students
are rem nded that the lawis at its
best; not an instrument of exclusion
but a mrror of potential neant to
Inspire the valiant marker we nust
all bear of citizenship.

More than twenty judges
have now taken part in this
remar kabl e effort, each one bearing
witness to a truth older than its

chanber, that restoration is the
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truest formof |ove. Therefore,
justice, if applied correctly, is
| ove. Today we affirma noral truth
that runs through our city's
founding - that rectitude and nercy
wal k hand in hand, and that the
future of our children, particularly
when they stunble, remains a
coll ective matter of sacred
responsibility here in this city of
brotherly love. | yield back.

MS. EASLEY: (Good norning,
City Council, Council President, and
nenbers. M nane is Jaznyne Easl ey,
and |'mthe Special Assistant
Legi sl ative Aide for Council nenber
Landau.

| want to first and
forenost thank Council menber Landau
for introducing the resolution to
honor the 2025 Phil adel phia Walk to
End Al zheiner's and Gty Council for
acknow edgi ng and supporting this

i ssue.
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The Walk to End Al zheiner's
is an event that brings hundreds of
communi ties across the United States
together to raise awareness about
Al zhei mer' s di sease, highlight the
stories of those affected by
Al zhei ner's, support their
caregivers, and further show
community visibility and solidarity.

In the Phil adel phia region,
t housands wll gather at Citizens
Bank Park on Saturday, Novenber 8th,
to wal k in honor of their |oved ones
suffering fromthis di sease and
continue the fight to raise funds
for care, support services,
research, and to further the m ssion
of the Al zheinmer's Associ ati on.

I walk in honor of ny
gr eat - gr andf at her, Eddi e Hobson, who
was ny first experience with
Al zheinmer's disease. In 2010, he
was the first person in our famly

to be diagnosed with Al zheinmer's
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di sease. As a famly, we had to
educat e oursel ves on what

Al zheinmer's is and what synptons ny
gr eat - gr andf at her was soon to
experi ence.

Unfortunately, his mnd
progressively declined shortly after
bei ng di agnosed, leading himnot to
recogni ze us, which created ongoing
frustration for himas he lost track
of time, place, and his nenories.

In 2013, ny nother left her job to
becone his full-tinme caregiver, and
| proudly served as her little

assi stant at the age of twelve,

wi tnessing firsthand the toll the
di sease takes on both those living
with it and those who | ove them

On June 9th, 2015, | | ost
nmy great-grandfather, Eddie, to this
devastating illness. At his
funeral, | made a prom se to keep
his nmenory alive by spreading

awar eness and fighting for a cure.
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In 2020, due to this
detrinental loss to ny entire
famly, we decided to |lead the
charge to rai se awareness by
participating in our first Philly
Walk to End Al zheinmer's. It is with
great pride and admration that |
stand as team captain for Eddie's
Legacy Wal k Team

Thi s past June 9th, 2025,
mar ked the 10-year anniversary of
hi s passi ng, and on August 8th we
cel ebrated what woul d have been his
100t h birthday. Though he is no
| onger with us, his legacy lives on
t hrough every step we take, every
story we share, and every person we
reach.

I"'mcommtted to this cause
because no one should face
Al zheinmer's al one. Together, we can
honor the past, support famlies in
the present, and fight for a future

wi t hout this disease. Thank you
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again for this honor.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Mel ani e Burney, Jenice Arnstrong,
Joseph Bl ake, Chris Gale, Sarah
A over, and Nkwa Asonye al so nake
their way to the podi um

M5. BURNEY: There is a
time for everything and a season for
every activity under the heavens; a
time to be born and a tine to die.

Good norning. | am Mel ani e
Bur ney, the new president of the
Nati onal Associ ati on of Bl ack
Journal i sts Phil adel phia Chapter.

(Appl ause.)

Thank you. M heart is
heavy today. | have been at a | oss
since we received the call Saturday
night fromMke's wife informng us
that he had transitioned.

We | ost a giant, not only
I n Phil adel phia journalism but
around the country. Witer,

journalist, author, nedia executive,
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chanpion for diversity. Hi story
will record Mchael |I. Days as the
first Black editor of the

Phi | adel phia Daily News. He led the
Peopl e Paper to a Pulitzer Prize.

He hel d executive positions
at the Philadel phia Inquirer. Hi's
resunme was extensive and inpressive,
but there was so nmuch nore|
husband, father, grandfather,
brother, nmentor, and friend to many.
He was a proud son of Phil adel phi a.
He often rem nded us that he was
from North Phil adel phi a.

And the beauty of M chael
Days was his ability to make
everyone feel special. The tributes
have poured in from around the
country. M ke had a profound
I npact. He nade journalismbetter
and he nmade us better; better
journalists and better people.

On behal f of NABJ

Phi |l adel phia, 1'd |like to express ny

Page 71

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 23/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

gratitude to Council President
Kenyatta Johnson and Council for
recogni zing M ke. And thank you,
Vi ncent Thonpson, for making this
happen.

Looks like I'mout of tine.
One |l ast thought. W have
established the Mchael |. Days
Schol arshi p Fund so we can hel p the
next generation of aspiring young
journalists realize their dreans.
The legacy will live on. W wll
continue the work and fight until
the end. Go to our website for
schol arship information. Thank you.

M5. ARMSTRONG  Good
nmor ni ng, Council President, nenbers,
and guests. M nane is Jenice
Armstrong. |I'ma columist with the
Inquirer and Daily News.

" mnot going to read nost
of ny prepared remarks because |'ve
got sone other coll eagues who'd |ike

to get up here and say a few words.
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But |"'mreally struck by the nunber
of people -- sonme of you all are on
deadline -- who cane out today in
support of M chael Days.

| was just wondering, could
-- ny colleagues in the press and
nmedi a whose |ives have been i npacted
by M chael Days, would you pl ease
stand? And al so the nenbers of the
Nati onal Associ ati on of Bl ack
Journal i sts Phil adel phia Chapter,
could you stand as wel | ?

( Appl ause.)

Thank you. As Mel ani e has
al ready nentioned, he was from
Phi | adel phia and spent nearly his
entire journalismcareer here in
Phi | adel phia telling the city's
stories. He was fair, he was
conpassi onate, and he was committed
-- especially to hel pi ng underserved
conmuni ti es.

Qur city is better because

of his work at the Daily News and
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the Inquirer. And |'mbetter as a
person and as a journalist for
havi ng had himas a boss, editor,
nmentor, and friend. Thank you.

MR, BLAKE: Good norning,
Council President. | just want to
t hank you personally, as sonmeone who
al so travels east, for the honor of
what you' re doi ng this norning.

| ook around -- nmy name is
Joseph Bl ake, and | was a long-tine
reporter at the Phil adel phi a
Inquirer and Daily News. And | |ook
around this Council chanber and |
see Council people that | used to
cover before they were Counci
peopl e, activists on the street
doi ng what they were doing for the
good of the people.

And M ke and | al so covered
Cty Hall, and one of the great
things we | oved about covering City
Hall was that it was an honor to

cover the people who represented the
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people. No one ever cursed at us --
oh, | did. Joseph Blake. | thought
| did say ny nane for the record.

When we were covering Cty
Council and Gty Hall and the
j udges, no one ever disrespected us,
and we never di srespected anyone
else. Mke and | loved that. And
we al so |l oved going up to the bar
across the street, when it was
there, to get chicken wings and talk
to the Council people in an informal
ki nd of way.

| don't know whet her that
still goes on or not, but it
certainly helped us. People |ike
Curtis Jones and other folks just
real ly hel ped us as young
journalists because we believed in
what you were doi ng, and you
bel i eved in our honesty and passion
as wel | .

So I want to thank you from

the bottomof my heart for nmy North
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Philly brother. W go so far back.
We used to be on the 9th Street
Bridge to take the yell ow bus to go
pi ck blueberries in the sumrer in
Ham | ton Townshi p, New Jersey. So
he was a good man. He's still a
good man. | know his |egacy wll
live on in the people | see around
this room whom he covered and whom |
covered. Thank you very nuch,
M. President. W appreciate the
honor .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. You're wel cone.

M5. WARRI NGTON: My nane is
Karen Warrington. So often when
sonmeone passes, we al nost
automatically say “he'll be m ssed,”
but M chael Days wll really be
m ssed because of his ability to
handl e the super difficult job of
bei ng positioned between the
| egiti mte concerns of the Black

comuni ty regardi ng coverage and
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answering to the fol ks who paid his
salary. Although he al ways woul d
put a positive spin on whatever the
crisis of the day was, I'msure it
took a toll on him

| always felt very close to
M chael over the decades of know ng
him No matter how our professiona
responsi bilities changed, he was
al ways accessible, warm and
supportive. He was genuinely a
friend, and nore inportantly, he was
a friend to his coommunity as well as
to the broader conmunity. And we
thank his famly for sharing him
with us.

MR, ASONYE: Good norni ng,
Counci | President Johnson and
Counci | renbers. M nane is Nkwa
Asonye. That's N-K-WA, |ast nane
A-SS-ONY-E. |I'ma sports
br oadcaster and journalist working
behi nd the scenes at 6ABC, and |'m

al so honored to soon be serving as
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Presi dent-el ect of NABJ
Phi | adel phi a.

Wen | first got to the
city, | knew that joining the
chapter was going to be really
i mportant for nme, and M ke was a
huge part of that. Wen | cane in
fresh, |I had to do ny homework, but
the nore that | | earned about M ke,
the nore | understood the inpact
t hat he had.

| only had a chance to
spend a year with him but even in
that year | |earned fromthe way he
carried hinmsel f, our conversations,
t he encouragenent when | thought
sone of the things we were going for
weren't really going to get
acconplished. And yet he was there.
He was resolute. And | really w sh
| had nore time with him

Legacy is a word that gets
thrown around a |ot, but when it

cones to M ke Days, it's absolutely
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I nperative that we honor him And
I"mvery glad this resolution was
brought forward because, especially
in these tines, it's inportant that
the inpact that's being had is
cenented forever. | thank you for
your tine.
( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have Sarah
G over, Chris Gale, Mari Gonzal ez.
May Robert Sins, Shirley Dash, and
M chael Galvin also nmake their way
to the podium So, Sarah d over,
Chris Gale, Mari CGonzal ez, Robert
Sinms, Shirley Dash, and M chael
Gal vi n.

MR, GALE: Good norni ng,
Council. Good norning, Council
President. M nane is Chris Gale.
|"'mthe Executive Director of the
Bi cycle Coalition of Geater
Phi | adel phia. [|'mhere today on
behal f of Council President,

accepting the resolution. And |
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just want to say thank you. This is
very touching. |I'ma transplant to
Phi |l adel phia. | love this city. |
noved here about 13 years ago in an
effort toreally try to nake ny mark
on the city and help the city be a
better place. And | see allies here
on Council both on ny right and ny
left.

And over the |ast year and
a half, having joined the Bicycle
Coalition to lead themand bring in
a different perspective, not being
from Phi | adel phia, being a Latino
havi ng grown up poor and having to
make nmy way through the world, this
I's a touching honor. So thank you,
Counci | President, thank you,
COUNCI LMEMBERS, for your support. |
| ook forward to working with you in
the years beyond. And | really just
appreciate all of it. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Stay there. M. Gle, you can stay
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there at the podiumfor a second.
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
| sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President. |
just wanted to take a nonent of
personal privilege to thank
Counci | mrenber Gaut hier for
i ntroduci ng the resolution on your
behal f. And thank you for your
| eadershi p, Council President, and
of course say thank you to Chris. |
just wanted to acknow edge t hat
there are tinmes when peopl e ask us
as COUNCI LMEMBERS about the nost

difficult parts of our job. And I

remenber -- gathering with Chris and
others, | believe it was in your
Counci | menber -- district,

Counci | renber Gaut hier, and they
wer e doi ng advocacy work around all
of the people who had | ost their
lives riding a bicycle in the city

of Phi | adel phi a.
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And it wasn't just
pi ctures. They brought out | oved
ones as well too. And when you
listen to | oved ones tal k about
| osi ng their nother, brother,
father, sister, so many varieties,
so many social and econom c
statuses. This is an issue that
touches all cl asses, al
nei ghbor hoods, and all people across
the city of Philadelphia. |If you
don't know, in 2020, we saw a record
nunber of hit and runs here in the
city of Philadel phia. And it was
folks Ii ke Chris and ot her
or gani zati ons who worked with
menbers of City Council to advocate
for a lot of change to the point
where we've seen those incidents
curve significantly.

So, Council President,
t hank you for your | eadership,
col | eague, thank you for the work

that you' ve done around this issue.
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I know you're very passi onate about
it. And Chris, to you and your
team thank you for the countless
hours of advocacy, the countless
nunber of neetings, and all the
great work that you've done. |'lI
cl ose out by saying this, Council
President, this is one of those
i ssues where as though we'll never
know how many |ives we saved based
on the work that we've done. So,
t hank you. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council President. |
wanted to add ny voice to ny
col | eagues in recognizing Chris Gl e
and his | eadership. He's soneone
who has had a background in systens
change, both in the nonprofit and
governnent sector, and he's brought

that sane spirit to the Bicycle
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Coalition. |'ve been especially
I npressed with the Bicycle
Coalition's advocacy in the past
year or so, particularly around
tragic deaths like that of Barbara
Frida. You know, the Bicycle
Coalition has been one of the
| oudest voices rem nding everyone in
this city that traffic deaths are
not inevitable and that we shoul d be
using infrastructure to make sure
that everyone is safe on our roads.
Their advocacy has hel ped
Council to nove forward key
initiatives like the Get Qut the
Bi ke Lane Bill, and, you know,
t hey' ve pushed on Vision Zero,
maki ng sure that it is properly
resourced. They helped nme in ny
district with the 47th Street bike
lane. And | just want to thank
Chris for his |l eadership and
advocacy, which is working. W just

heard Counci |l menber Thomas tal k
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about what 2020 | ooked |i ke, but
2025 has seen traffic deaths
trending down, and | fully believe
that that is in large part due to
the efforts of the Bicycle
Coalition, especially under Chris's
| eadershi p. So thank you, thank
you, thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
And | just want to say thank you,
Chris, for your hard work, your
dedi cati on, your | eadership, your
advocacy around the 5 mllion for
Vi sion Zero to make sure we continue
nmovi ng forward and maki ng sure the
City of Philadelphiais a nore
bi cyclist and pedestrian friendly
city, as well as your advocacy as we
wor ked yesterday in Hoboken, New
Jersey, a city that hasn't seen a
traffic death since 2017.

And so when we tal k about
i ssues |i ke around daylighting and

maki ng sure that bills such as the
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Get Qut the Bi ke Lane Bill, and npst
I nportant, |ooking at the issue of
dayl i ghti ng.

But also, | think people
don't know or recognize, at |east |
didn't know, under any previous
adm ni strations or | eadership, the
wor k that the Bicycle Coalition does
wi th young African Anerican children
regarding bicycles. You have a
programthat's in all nei ghborhoods
across the city of Phil adel phia,
hel ping children who do not have
bi kes, get bikes, learn howto fix
their bikes, right? And nost
importantly, use their bikes all
t hroughout the city of Phil adel phi a.
So thank you for your |eadership,
Chris, and it's always good to see
you. Thank you. WII the Chief
Clerk please call the next speaker,
pl ease.

CH EF CLERK:  Mari

Gonzal ez, Sarah d over, we have
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Robert Sins, Shirley Dash, M chael
Galvin. My Reverend G egory
Hol st on and Ogbonna Hagens al so neke

their way to the podi um

M5. DASH M nane is
Shirley Dash. Thank you, Counci
Presi dent Johnson, for this
opportunity. And thank you,
Counci | menber Landau, for
I ntroducing this resol ution honoring
the Al zheiner's Associ ation and
recogni zi ng our commtnent to
research, advocacy, and support for
t hose i npacted by denentia and their
famlies. M nother was di agnosed
with this disease at the age of 66.
She lived with this for the last 12
years of her life. She died in
2012. | not only advocate in her --
in her honor, but for those who are
no | onger able to speak for
t hensel ves.

It is estinmated that 34, 000
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peopl e age 65 and ol der in

Phi | adel phia are living with

Al zheinmer's, a figure that does not
account for those who are

undi agnosed. Wil e these nunbers
are only increasing, we know that
rising public awareness about
denmentia will aid in early detection
and di agnoses. It will reduce
stigma, and it will ensure that

t hose who need support know where to
turn. One of the largest and nost

i npactful nonments for us locally,

whi ch rai ses consi derable public
awar eness, is the Phil adel phia Wl k
to End Al zheinmer's, held annually in
nore than 600 conmunities

nati onw de.

The Walk to End Al zheiner's
is the world's | argest fundraiser
for Alzheiner's care. |In fact, the
funds raised directly help to
advance critical care, support, and

research. On Novenber 8th, 2025, we

Page 88

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 23/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

wi Il host the Phil adel phi a Wl k,

whi ch has been the nunber two wal k
in the country for the |ast several
years. This event brings together
upwar ds of 7,000 individuals at
Citizens Bank Park for an inspiring
and powerful event where

partici pants honor |oved ones.
Thank you.

M5. GLOVER  Good norni ng,
Honor abl e Council President Kenyatta
Johnson. It's good to see you
agai n.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good to see you.

M5. GLOVER: Good norni ng
to the COUNCI LMEMBERS. | was not
schedul ed to speak. [|I'm speaking
using the tine for Sarah d over, who
couldn't make it today. But |
wanted to just talk to you a little
bit about M chael Days. You know,
he was a nentor and friend. |

wanted to say he was soneone who had
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an incredi ble network, a network
that connected ne with you when |
wor ked for you briefly. He was a --
| think he's inportant, not because
he's just inportant to journalism
but | wanted to say to people that
he was a man with, as | said, just
an incredi bl e network, quiet,
hunbl e, powerful .

And he al ways used his
power for good. He always uplifted
ot her people, and he al ways saw
potential in people. I'msorry. He
al ways saw potential in people,
especi ally young peopl e of col or,
who nmay not have gotten
opportunities in these newsroons
where there are not very nmany people
who | ook |Iike us. And, you know,
it's just so inportant. So | just
wanted to nmake sure people
under st ood and knew that him how he
lived, what he did, was so nuch

bi gger than any one person. And
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just an incredible individual. And
| wanted to say that we are going to
bury the man soon, but | hope that
everyone will renenber the plan.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

MR, GALVIN. Good norni ng,
and thank you, Council President
Johnson and nenbers of Cty Council
My name is Mchael Glvin, and |I'm
here to speak in support of
Counci | menber Landau's resol ution
honoring the Al zheiner's
Associ ation's 2025 Walk to End
Al zheimer's here in Phil adel phi a.
VWi | e you have previously heard from
me on nunerous issues facing our
city, I'mhere today because of a
personal connection to denmentia. M
grandnot her. W al so know her
lovingly as Mma or Adelita, little
Adel a. Her strength, passion, and

determ nati on hel ped shape ne into
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t he person many of you know t oday.

M ma has been fighting her
denentia for two years now. As you
have heard, on Novenber 8th, 2025,
we will host a Phil adel phia Wal k at
Citizens Bank Park, which has been
the second |l argest walk in the
country for the | ast several years.
This year | participated in wal ks
all across the Commonweal th fromthe
Lehigh Valley to Pittsburgh and
everywhere in between. These wal ks,
each unique and inspirational in
their own right, have driven nyself,
vol unteers, advocates, and those
i npacted by this disease to continue
fighting for treatnent and
ultimately the end to Al zheiner's
and all other denentias.

As our incredible advocate
and vol unteer chaplain, Shirley
Dash, just stated, we are honored to
have the ability to partner with our

community to help shine a |ight on
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this disease, its inpact on

Phi | adel phi a residents, and the

I nportance of community engagenent
and awareness in the Walk to End

Al zheinmer's. On Novenber 8th, 'l
participate in nmy first Philadel phia
Walk to End Al zheiner's. | wll
wal k for Mnma. At our wal ks,
participants carry a flower
synbolizing their connection to

Al zheinmer's or other denenti as.

This year I'"'mgoing to
carry the yellow flower for M nma
synbol i zing nmy care and support of
her and her journey. And while each
of these colored fl owers neans
sonething different, purple for
t hose who have |lost a | oved one with
t he di sease, orange for those who
support the m ssion of a world
wi t hout Al zheiner's and all other
denentia, and blue for those |iving
wth the disease, we're all bound

together in one common journey to
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end Al zheinmer's once and for all.

This hope is synbolized by
the white flower at our pre-walk
cerenony, representing the cure,
representing survival. Thank you
agai n, nmenbers of Philadelphia Cty
Counci |, for your ongoi ng support
for our mssion and the comunity
i npacted by Al zhei ner's and ot her
denentias. W urge you to support
Counci | renber Landau's resol ution
today. Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Reverend G eg Hol ston, Ogbonna
Hagens. May Rabbi WMbordecali
Li ebl i ng, Audrey Col es, and Debra
Horn al so nake their way to the
podi um

M5. GONZALEZ: Hi. Sorry.
Good norning. Good afternoon. Good
nmor ni ng, COUNCI LMEMBERS. My nane is
Mari darlyn Gonzal ez, and | want to
take this opportunity to recognize

the outstandi ng | eadership of Chris
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Gal e, executive director of the

Bi cycle Coalition of Geater

Phi | adel phia. Since stepping into
his role at the Bicycle Coalition,
Chris Gale has hel ped transform how
Phi | adel phi a approaches
transportation safety, access, and
equity. Under his guidance, the
city has seen ml|es of new upgraded
bi ke | anes and stronger no-stopping-
any-time protections, and grow ng

I nvestnments in corridors that
connect nei ghbor hoods.

H s advocacy has nade our
streets safer for everyone, whether
you bi ke, wal k, take transit, or
drive. Chris has hel ped see the
true diversity of the biking
community, including the often-
invisible riders who rely on their
bi kes not just for sport, but as
their primary neans to get to and
fromwork. His |eadership rem nds

us that biking is not just
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recreation, it's transportation,
it's economc nmobility, and dignity
in notion. Beyond the street, he
al so serves as Vice President of
LULAC Philly, a chapter of the
ol dest and | argest Latino civil
rights organizati on.

Through his work at LULAC,
Chris has hel ped regi ster voters and
encourage civic participation in
nei ghbor hoods wi th sone of the
| owest turnouts. He understands
that safer streets and stronger
denocracy go hand in hand. Both are
about giving people the freedomto
nove, to be seen, and to be heard.
Chris Gale represents the kind of
| eader shi p Phil adel phi a needs:
col | aborative, equity-driven,
grounded in comunity. Qur city is
safer, nore connected, and nore
civically engaged because of his
vi sion and dedi cation. Thank you.

MR, HOLSTON: Good norni ng.
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My nanme i s Reverend G egory Hol ston.
Excuse ne. Very noved by all the
presentations today. Thankful for
all of the Black reporters who are
here, sone of ny heroes, celebrating
the life of Mchael Days and so nany
ot hers who are here today. | cone
here today to lift up the life of
Rabbi Arthur Waskow. As the
Executive Director for a time of the
organi zation call ed Power, a
multiracial, nultifaith

organi zation, | was privileged to be
able to have relationships and build
relationships with many in the
Jewi sh conmunity.

They let ne in to share
their hurt, their pain, and their
lives. And Rabbi Waskow was one of
t hose individuals who woul d reach
out to ne and share his vision for
this world. W renenber himas a
fearl ess prophet of our tine, a

Rabbi who refused to separate the
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sacred fromthe struggle. Fromthe
nonent he |inked the story of the
Exodus to the Bl ack Freedom Movenent
call ed the Freedom Seder in 1969,
Rabbi Waskow |ived out a faith that
acts, a theology that marches, a
spirituality that speaks truth to
power .

He spoke out for our earth
| ong before it was popul ar, and when
ot hers stayed silent, he spoke out
for justice in Israel and Pal estine
| ong before it was safe and popul ar
and suffered for it. Yet he never
waver ed.

He believed that the God of
Abr aham and Sarah, the God of Modses
and Mariam calls us to stand with
t he oppressed wherever they nay be.
Rabbi Waskow wal ked in the same
worl d |ineage as the Black church
prophets of Dr. King and Fannie Lou
Hamer and Howard Thur man, who

decl ared the gospel demands justi ce,
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not confort.

And |ike them he knew t hat
faith without courage is hollow and
real peace is born only fromtruth
and conpassion. He showed us the
Passover cry "Let ny people go" is
the sanme cry heard in Mntgonery, in
Soweto, in Gaza; a cry for freedom
dignity, and |ife abundant for every
child of God. So | thank you today
for celebrating his Iife and giving
me an opportunity to lift up this
great hero that |ived anong us.
Thank you so nuch.

MR, LIEBLING | am Rabbi
Mordechai Liebling. | thank you,
Council President, and | thank
Counci | menbers O Rour ke and Landau
for introducing this resolution. 1In
the Jewish tradition, there is a
bi bl i cal passage associated with
every week, and the week that Arthur
was born in 1933, it was fromthe

book of Isaiah that says, “God goes
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forth like a warrior, |like a
fighter. God whips up rage, yells,
and roars.” And that is the perfect
descri ption of Rabbi Waskow. He
roared for justice wherever he was.
In 1968 in Washi ngton D. C.,
he canme face to face wth the U S
Arny in the wake of the rebellion
sparked by the assassination of
Dr. King. Seeing those troops in
the streets he said, “This is
Pharaoh's arny.” And then he wote
The Freedom Seder that created a new
pat hway for Judaism In that single
audaci ous act, Rabbi Waskow rew ote
the story of liberation with the
Bl ack freedom struggle and the
universal cry for justice. The
Freedom Seder was not just a ritual
I nnovation, it was a spiritua
eart hquake. It showed us that
Judai smis not a nuseum of nenory
but a living covenant of action,

that "Let ny people go" neans al
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peopl e in every generation.

At the 1964 Denocratic
Convention, he worked with Fannie
Lou Hanmer and wwth Dr. King to try
to get the M ssissippi Freedom
Denocratic Party seated. Though his
efforts failed, he worked hard. In
1968 at the Denocratic Party
Convention, he introduced -- he
nom nated the first Black nman ever
in American history to be President
of the United States, Reverend
Channi ng, who was a reverend in
Washington D.C. at the tine, and
went out into the streets to try to
protect the protestors fromthe
pol i ce.

In our fair city, he
gathered faith | eaders from many
traditions, creating dial ogue and
opportunities for faith | eaders to
wor k across |ines for freedom and
justice in Philadel phia for nmany

years. And | amproud to be his
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student and his friend, and | am
very grateful for this resolution
today. Thank you.

MR HAG@ NS: (Good norning,
everyone. M nane is Ogbonna
Hagins. |'ma fourth-generation
chattel slavery survivor, and |I'm
the president of the Phil adel phia
Reparations Coalition for American
Freedmen. | want to commend this
council for honoring the
Phi | adel phi a Juvenil e Justice
Service Center School and 20
bi annual years of the Carpe D em
program But real change doesn't
come fromthem It comes from us,
fromthe systens we build, the
opportunities we provide, and
whet her we finally raise the estate
of the American Freednen.

Thi s Sunday marks 30 years
since the MIIlion Man March when
M ni ster Louis Farrakhan called on

men to take responsibility and
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rebuild famlies and communiti es.
That sane spirit is alive here
today. |If our young brothers and
sisters are truly to seize their
day, this city nust renove al
noder n badges, vestiges, and

i ncidents of slavery that produces
t he poverty, the crine, and the

i ncarceration that we are often
conpl ai ni ng about.

Rai si ng the estate neans
creating the policies, prograns, and
protections our ancestors were
prom sed, including the Ofice of
Freedman Affairs, which is your
responsibility to create whether we
have hearings or not. It's a 14th
Amendnent equal protection issue.
There are offices for everyone el se.
There has to be an office for
Anerican Freednen, the ones who
saved this nation and built this
city. Can you inmagine? There's no

office for them that group of
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peopl e who's at the bottom And
this office will solve their
probl ens.

Conme out to the MIlion Man
March this Sunday while the nen of
Phi | adel phia will unify on raising
the estate of the Anmerican Freednen.
Qgbonna Hagi ns over and out.

M5. HONG Hell o, good
nmorning. M nane is Deb Hong. Good
nmorni ng to Council President Johnson
and Cty COUNCI LMEMBERS. |'m
speaki ng on behalf of Philly Bike
Action. W'd like to thank you for
the resolution honoring Chris Gale.
Oten in news articles, Philly Bike
Action and Bicycle Coalition get
confused, and we are honored to be
allies in the fight, and it's
definitely not bad to be confused
wi th each other.

Al t hough PBA just turned
two years old this April, the

Bi cycl e Coalition has had a | ong
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hi story of advocacy on behal f of
bi cyclists. W are honored to be
allied in the fight for safer
streets wwth Chris and the rest of
the coalition. And in the recent
years when Chris has been the
| eader, we have seen his passionate
enphasis on equality, diversity, and
community building. | think that's
especially inportant in this space.
He's an inspiration to all of us.
And on a personal |evel,
he's just a nice guy and super fun
to hang out with. So the last tine
we tal ked, he kind of regretted when
he testified and got a |little choked
up when he was tal king about being
able to get home safely to his kids.
And | was |ike, you know, that's
really what's inportant at the end
of the day, to get hone safely. So
I'"d like to thank Council menber
Thomas for your remarks regarding,

you know, this is an issue affecting
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everyone in every district,
including District 5 where | |ive.
"' m hoping to see safe
streets in that nei ghborhood as well
after our upcom ng open hall. Thank
you, Jami e Gauthier, for your
| eadership on Vision Zero and al
the great bi ke |lanes going into your
district. And thank you, KJ, we saw
your visit to Hoboken yesterday were
very inspiring by the Vision Zero.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You said KJ?
M5. HONG |'msorry.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
No, that's cool.
M5. HONG  Counci |
Presi dent Johnson. That slipped
out. But on behalf of Philly Bike
Action, thank you for this
resol ution and thank you for
honoring Chris Gale.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you. Thank you very nuch.
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M5. COLES: Good norni ng.
My name is Audrey Coles. And --
wait a second here. And | ama
comm ttee woman for the 43rd Ward,
24th Division, and | am here today
in support of the anended zoning
bill being introduced by
Counci | menber Jeffrey Young Jr. And
on that behal f, the community and I
woul d |i ke to extend our
appreciation for the gui dance and
just the support that he provided as
well as M. Nathan G ace fromthe
Planning District 3 for hel ping us
to navigate through the remapping
and rezoni ng of our area.

Wth that in mnd, |I'm
anticipating that this particular
mappi ng process has becone
successful and that it goes through,
and that the comunity that cane out
today, we |earned a valuable | esson
in the processes of zoning and the

steps in order to revitalize our
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comunity. So thank you very nuch

for your tinme, your effort, and your

support.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have Kate
Perez.

M5. PEREZ: |'m Kate Perez.
Thi nki ng about the 460 million in
comm tted or expended funds to
rebuild community centers in
Phi | adel phia, and it nmakes ne think
of the estimated 70 billion it would
cost to rebuild all of Gaza, a place
that's about the sane size as
Phi | adel phia wi th double the people
and nostly nmade up of children with
93 percent of the population having
no access to clean water. CQur
rebui | ding noney is comng fromthe
beverage tax, but who's going to pay
for Gaza's historic libraries and

their own flattened conmmunity
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centers?

How can we continue to
partner with the occupation that
bragged about droppi ng 153 tons of
ammunitions on civilians? Just on
Sunday, one of their nore than 80
cease fire violations having al ready
killed at |east 97 Palestinians in
signing the agreenent, with 230
wounded in their air strikes and
even nore dying in the streets from
the cold, dying fromtheir
starvation and dying fromthe | ack
of nedical access with nedica
pr of essi onal s being rounded up and
hel d hostage. Like Dr. Hussam Abu
Safiya having his illegal detention
ext ended anot her six nonths despite
being on the release |ist.

Phi | adel phi a has nore than
400 community sites needing
attention, and noney that should
have been benefiting Anericans is

i nstead used to slaughter and to
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detain Pal estinians. The UN
estimates it would take about 80
years to rebuild Gaza, but the
natives say it shouldn't take that
long if we nmake real efforts to stop
their illegal blockade. Since
March, our sister city has bl ocked
all food, water, and anything from
entering Pal estine, punishing and
starving the entire popul ation.
Surgeries and births are perforned
wi th and w t hout anest hesi a.

It's unnatural for children
to be kept awake during their
anputations. |It's unnatural that
I srael has created a country with
the nost child anputees in the
world. And it's unnatural to
continue our partnership as we watch
this genocide unfold. The United
Nati ons Environmental Program
estimated 2.3 mllion tons of Gaza's
rubble is contam nated with

asbestos. Wth human bodies still
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trapped in the rubble, their
deconposition is spreadi ng di sease
and contam nati ng groundwat er.

Rescue wor kers we honored
in these chanbers are shot at when
trying to retrieve the bodies.
Agai n, they have viol ated every
cease fire and will continue to do
so until we stop sending themthe
weapons. Free Pal estine.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further
nanmes for public coment.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That concl udes today's public
comment. We will now consider the
bills and resolutions on the second
readi ng and final passage cal endars.
WIIl the clerk please read the title
of resol ution nunber 250892.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
approvi ng the rebuild project

statenment for fiscal year 2026
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pursuant to Bill No. 170206.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes the
Chair of Parks and Recreati on,
Counci | renber Dr. Anthony Phillips,
for a notion regarding resol ution
nunmber 250892.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON
Thank you, M. President. On behalf
of Dr. Anthony Phillips, | nove for
t he adoption of the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded. The resol ution nunber
250892 be adopted. All those in
favor of the nmotion will signify by
sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries, the resolution
is adopted. Wuld the clerk please

read the title of resolution nunber
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250897.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
renam ng the 1300 bl ock of North
52nd Street as Dr. Danpbne B. Jones
Way in recognition of Dr. Danobne B.
Jones Senior for his exceptional
service to the West Phil adel phi a
comuni ty.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Curtis Jones Jr. for a notion
regardi ng resol uti on nunber 250897.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:  Thank
you, M. President. | nove for its
adopti on.

Counci | nenber:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded. The resol ution nunber
250897 be adopted. AlIl those in
favor of the nmotion will signify by
sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Those opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries. The resol ution
Is adopted. WII the clerk please
read the title of Bill No. 250493-A
CH EF CLERK: An ordinance
to anend t he Phil adel phia zoni ng
maps by changi ng the zoning
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated within an area bounded
by Roosevelt Boul evard, 9th Street,
Eri e Avenue, and Broad Street.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill had been read on two
different days. The question now
is, shall the bill pass finally?
WIIl the chief clerk please call the

roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Philli ps.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Aye. And aye for all bills | just
m ssed.

CH EF CLERK: Yes.
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COUNCI LMEMBER
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LMEMBER

Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Thonas.

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:
Jones.

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:
Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK
Lozada.

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:
Young.

PHI LLI PS:

Counci | renmber

Rl CHARDSON:

Counci | nrenmber

GAUTHI ER:

Counci | renber

THOMAS:  Aye.

Counci | renber

JONES: Aye.

Counci | nrenber

LANDAU:  Aye.

Counci | renber

LOZADA: Aye.

Counci | renmber
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Br ooks.

Harrity.

Aye.

O Rour ke.

Aye.

Driscoll.

Aye.

Squi l I a.

Aye.

Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER
CH EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER

CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER

CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER

CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CHI EF CLERK:

YOUNG  Aye.

Counci | renber

BROCKS: Aye.

Counci | renmber

HARRI TY:

Counci | mrenmber

O ROURKE:

Counci | renmber

DRI SCOLL:

Counci | nrenber

SQUI LLA:

Counci | renmber

BASS. Aye.

Counci | renmber

Page 116

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 23/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Ahmad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And Counci l
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 16, nays are
zero. Mjority of all nenbers
havi ng voted in the affirmative, the
bill passes. WII the clerk please
read the title of Bill No. 250654.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anendi ng chapter 17-1600 of the
Phi | adel phia Code entitled Econom c
Qpportunity Plans to add two
addi ti onal business comunity
nmenbers to the Econom c Opportunity
Review Comm ttee, all under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill having been read on two
di fferent days, the question now is,
shall the bill pass finally? WII
the chief clerk please call the

roll.
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Philli ps.

Aye.

CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER

CHI EF CLERK:

G | nore Ri chardson.

Aye.

Gaut hi er.

Aye.

Thonmas.

Jones.

Landau.

Lozada.

COUNCI LMEMBER

CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER

CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER

Counci | renber

PHI LLI PS:

Counci | renmber

Rl CHARDSON:

Counci | mrenmber

GAUTHI ER:

Counci | renmber

THOVAS: Aye.

Counci | menmber

JONES: Aye.

Counci | renber

LANDAU:  Aye.

Counci | nrenber

LOZADA:  Aye.
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Young.

Br ooks.

Harrity.

Aye.

O Rour ke.

Nay .

Driscoll.

Aye.

Squi l I a.

Aye.

Bass.

CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CH EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CH EF CLERK

COUNCI LMEMBER

CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER

CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER

CHI EF CLERK:

Counci | renber

YOUNG  Aye.

Counci | nrenber

BROOKS:  Aye.

Counci | nrenmber

HARRI TY:

Counci | renber

O ROURKE:

Counci | renber

DRI SCOLL:

Counci | renber

SQUI LLA:

Counci | renmber
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COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Ahmad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And Counci |
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. Ayes are 15, the nays are one.
The majority of all nenbers having
voted in the affirmative, the bill
passes. WII the clerk please read
the title of Bill No. 250718-A

CH EF CLERK: An ordinance
anendi ng chapter 12-900 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code entitled Parking
Regul ati ons and Penalties to confirm
regul ati ons adopted by the
Departnent of Streets that establish
and revise tine-limted and ot her
rul es restricting parking, stopping,
and standi ng, including the
establ i shnent of tine-restricted
| oadi ng zones in the Center City

area bounded by Spring Garden
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Street, the Schuylkill River,
Bai nbri dge Street, and the Del aware
River. And to reauthorize changes
and additions to such parking rules
in the Center City area by the
Departnment of Streets on an ongoi ng
basis, all under certain ternms and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill had been read on two
di fferent days. The question now
is, shall the bill pass finally?

WIIl the chief clerk please call the

roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Phillips.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.
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COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Thonas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Jones.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU:.  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Lozada.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS:
Council President, | want to -- |

vote aye, but ny |ast vote should

have been a nay.

My apol ogi es.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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It's recorded.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS:  For
250654.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
So for the record, officially, Bill
No. 250654 will be 14 ayes and 2
nays for the record. W'I|l go back
to, Chief Cerk, the title of Bill
No. 250718-A. The bill having been
read on two different days, the
guestion now is, should the bil
pass finally? That's ny bill, so
l et me know. Any objections? WII
the chief clerk read the bill
pl ease?

CH EF CLERK: An ordinance
amendi ng chapter 12-900 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code entitled ParKking
Regul ati ons and Penalties to confirm
regul ati ons adopted by the
Departnment of Streets that establish
and revise tine-limted and ot her
rules restricting parking, stopping,

and standing, including the
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establ i shnment of tine-restricted

| oadi ng zones in the Center Cty
area bounded by Spring Garden
Street, the Schuylkill River,

Bai nbri dge Street, and the Del aware
River. And to reauthorize changes
and additions to such parking rules
in the Center City area by the
Departnment of Streets on an ongoi ng
basis, all under certain terns and

condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill having been read on two
di fferent days, the question now is,
should the bill pass finally? Chief
Clerk, please call the roll

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Phillips.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
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Aye.

CH EF CLERK
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Thonas.

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:
Jones.

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:
Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:
Lozada.

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:
Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK
Br ooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER
CHI EF CLERK:

Counci | renber

GAUTHI ER:

Counci | renber

THOVAS. Aye.

Counci | mrenmber

JONES: Aye.

Counci | renber

LANDAU: Aye.

Counci | renber

LOZADA:  Aye.

Counci | nrenber

YOUNG  Aye.

Counci | renmber

BROOKS:  Aye.

Counci | renmber
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Harrity.

COUNCI LMEMBER
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMEMBER
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMEMBER
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Squi |l I a.

COUNCI LMEMBER
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:
Ahmad.

COUNCI LMEMBER
CHI EF CLERK:

Pr esi dent Johnson.

HARRI TY:

Counci | nrenber

O ROURKE:

Counci | menmber

DRI SCOLL:

Counci | renber

SQUI LLA:

Counci | menmber

BASS: Aye.

Counci | renber

AHVAD:  Aye.
And Counci |

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Aye. The ayes are 17, the nays are
zero -- sorry. The ayes are 16, the
nays are zero. Myjority of al
menbers having voted in the
affirmative, the bill passes. Thank
you. WII the chief clerk please
read any additional resolutions on
t oday' s cal endar ?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring the life and
| egacy of Kada Scott, a beacon of
light and | ove in Phil adel phi a,
remenbered for her faith, kindness,
and countl ess |ives she touched,
i ntroduced by Counci | menber
Phillips.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
| didn't acknow edge you yet. One
second. Excuse ne. Council will be
at ease. Chair recogni zes Menber
Phillips for a notion on the

resolution. And we're going to do a
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st andi ng nonent of silence vote on
her behal f.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Yes. Thank you, Council President.
| nove for the adoption of the
resolution on behalf of all the
Phi | adel phi ans who have been touched
by Ms. Kada Scott. W coul d stand.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, Dr. Phillips, for your
patience. WII the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring the life and
| egacy of Mchael |I. Days for his
extensive career as a reporter and
editor for the Philadel phia Daily
News, and | ater as vice president
for Diversity and Inclusion at the
Phi | adel phia I nquirer, introduced by
Counci | menber G I nore Richardson on
behal f of Council President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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|'"mgoing to ask for Menber Thonas
to make a notion on the resol ution,
and we'll also do a standing silent
vot e.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:

Thank you, Council President. On
your behalf and listening to the
public coment here, | think it's
appropriate that we nove for the
adoption of the resolution and do so
by standi ng vote.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chief Cerk, please read the title
of the next resol ution, please.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recogni zi ng and honori ng
Power 99's Rise and Gind Mrning
Show for its lasting contributions
to radio and the cultural fabric of
the Gty of Philadel phia, introduced
by Council mrenber G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
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| sai ah Thomas for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President. On
behal f of our Majority Leader,
Counci | menber G I nore Richardson, |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

Counci | nenber:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted. WII
the chief clerk please read the
title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recognizing Chris Gl e,
Executive Director of the Bicycle

Coalition of Geater Phil adel phi a,
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for his exenplary work and advocacy
in ensuring the safety and
inclusivity of cyclists throughout
Pennsyl vani a, introduced by
Counci | menber Gaut hi er on behal f of
Counci | President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Jam e Gauthier for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council President. On
your behalf, | nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. AlIl those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,

and the resolution is adopted. WI|I
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the chief clerk please read the
title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring and recogni zi ng
the Atlantic Center for Capital
Representation and its staff for 15
years of dedicated service
addressi ng system c issues with the
death penalty in Pennsylvania and
across the nation, introduced by
Counci | mrenber Thomas on behal f of
Counci | President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch, Chief d erk.
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Thomas for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President. On
your behal f, and thank you for your
| eadership. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and properly
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seconded that the resolution be
adopted. Al those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.
COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted.
Wul d the chief clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution.
CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution celebrating the Mira
Arts Program and recogni zi ng the
nont h of Cctober as Mural Arts Month
in the Gty of Philadel phia,
i ntroduced by Council mnenber Thomas.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
| sai ah Thomas for a notion on the
resol ution.
COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President. In
continuing the tradition, | nove for
t he adoption of the resolution as we

cel ebrate Mural Arts.
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COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it and
the resolution is adopted. WII the
chief clerk please read the title of
t he next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution authorizing the Conmttee
on Public Safety to hold a hearing
to examne the Gty of
Phi | adel phia's strategies, |aws, and
policies for protecting victins of
abuse and donestic violence within
the justice system including
courts, the Sheriff's Ofice, the
District Attorney's Ofice, and the

Phi | adel phi a Pol i ce Departnent,
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I ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Jones on
behal f of Council President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Curtis Jones Jr. for
a notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Thank
you, M. President. On your behalf,
I nove for the adoption.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted.

Menber Jones, threw ne off for a
little bit because you' ve been

wor king on this topic way before
today. So | want to continue doing

the good work together as we nove
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forward, protecting those who are
victinms of donestic violence and

t hose who are victins of abuse. So
t hank you for your work. WII the
Chief Clerk please read the title of
t he next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on conmenorati ng and
honori ng the 2025 Phil adel phia Wal k
to End Al zheiner's for nobilizing
t housands of Phil adel phians in the
ongoi ng fight against Al zheinmer's
t hrough advocacy, research, and
conmmunity care, introduced by
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Rue Landau for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU
Thank you, Council President. |
nmove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted.
Wuld the Chief Cerk please read
the title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on authorizing the Counci
Comm ttee on Conmerce and Econom c
Devel opnent to hold hearings to
i nvestigate the city's paynent and
refund systens for nunicipal taxes,
I ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Jeffrey J. Young for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Thank

you, M. President. | nove for the
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adoption of the resolution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted. The
Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Kendra Brooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President. |
want to ask for suspension of the
rules to re-record ny vote on Bill
No. 250654.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Al'l those in favor will signify by
sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed? The ayes have it,
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and the rules of Council have been
suspended to recei ve your vote.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS:
Thank you so nuch, Counci
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Chief Oerk please read the
title -- the Chair recogni zes
Counci | nenber - -

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS: (n,
apologies. |'msorry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You're a nay, aren't you, on that?

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS:  |'m
a nay. She said | have to say that
I'"'mvoting nay. | want to re-record
my vote as nay on Bill No. 250654.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS:
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It is duly noted. Thank you very

much. But it's still two no's,
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correct?

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS:  Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
But it's done properly, correct?

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS:  Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, ny Majority Leader,
maki ng sure we're doing things, as
nmy nana says, in decency and in
order. WIIl the Chief Oerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring the life and
| egacy of Rabbi Arthur Ccean Waskow,
a prophetic activist and author
grounded in Jewi sh tradition and
faith who created the foundation on
whi ch generations of noral activists
stand, introduced by Council menber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber

Ni chol as O Rourke for a notion on
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the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE: I n
honor of a great prophet and nystic,
| do stand for the -- what am|l
sayi ng?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You're making a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE: |
nove for the adoption of the
resolution in his honor. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
See, that's what happens. You a new
dad. | get it, bro. |It's okay.
Ain't sleep.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Sl eep with Skippy |ast night.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted. WII
the Chief Oerk please read the

title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring and recogni zi ng
Reverend Carol yn Cl arene Cavaness
for the one-year anniversary of her
pastoral appointnent at the historic
Mbt her Bet hel AME Church, introduced
by Counci | mrenber Squilla on behal f
of Council President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Mark Squilla for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President. | nove
for adoption of the resolution on
your behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly

seconded that the resol ution be
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adopted. AlIl those in favor signify
by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted. WII
the Chief Clerk please read the
title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recogni zi ng and
congratul ating the Internationa
Br ot her hood of Electrical Wrkers
Local 98 on the nonentous occasion
of its 125th anniversary,
cel ebrating over a century of
exenpl ary | eadershi p, advocacy, and
unwavering dedication to the rights
and wel fare of electrical workers,

I ntroduced by Council nmenber Squilla
on behal f of Council President
Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber

Mark Squilla for a notion on the
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resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President. | nove
for adoption of the resolution on
your behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor signify
by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted. WII
the Chief Clerk please read the
title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zing the
extraordi nary contributions and
l'ifetime achievenents of Dr. Mol efi
Kete Asante, founder of
Afrocentricity and founder of the
Mol efi Kete Asante (MKA) Institute

for Afrocentric Studies in the
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CGer mant own nei ghbor hood, i ntroduced
by Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Cindy Bass for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank
you, M. President. | nove for the
adoption of this resolution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. Al those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed. The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted. WII
the Chief derk please read the
title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution authorizing the Commttee

on Public Health and Human Servi ces
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to hold hearings to exam ne the
i npacts of the current crisis
t hreat eni ng t he Suppl enent a
Nutrition Assistance Program ( SNAP)
and Supplenmental Nutrition
Assi stance Program Educati on ( SNAP-
Ed) on food and nutrition security
i n Phil adel phia, including barriers
to accessing benefits, disruptions
to nutrition education and outreach,
consequences for residents, and
opportunities for coordinated city
and conmunity response, introduced
by Counci | nrenber Ahnmad on behal f of
Counci | President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Dr. Nina Ahmad, Chair of the Health
and Hunman Services Commttee, for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD: |
nmove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted. WII
the Chief Cerk please read the
title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zing and affirmng
the Gty of Philadel phia's
comm tnment to public health grounded
in scientific evidence and opposi ng
state proposals that woul d weaken
proven protections including
chi | dhood i nmuni zati ons, conmunity
wat er fluoridation, and practical
steps that limt the spread of
di sease in schools, introduced by
Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Dr. Nina Ahmad for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Thank
you, Council President. | nove for
t he adoption of the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor signify
by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted. WI|I
the Chief Cerk please read the
title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further
resolutions in ny possession.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That conpl etes our cal endar for

today. Are there any speeches on
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behal f of the mnority? The Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Kendra
Br ooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS:
Thank you so much, Counci
Presi dent .

First, as a nother of four
daughters, | would like to
acknow edge the deep sadness and
anger that many of us are feeling in
the wake of Kada Scott's nurder
And |'m praying for her famly and
friends as they grieve, and | am
commtted to working with all of our
partners to nmake sure that our city
is safer for all wonen.

Next, | would like to give
an explanation on why | voted no on
the bill to add two business
representatives to the Equa
Qpportunity Review Commttee. |'m
not opposed to expandi ng the ECRC
and addi ng nore diverse voices, but

this bill gives nore seats to
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busi ness interests w thout adding
nore seats for representatives of
wor kers. Under the current
structure, business and | abor have
equal representation on the EORC.
Each group has two nenbers.

By adding two nenbers to
represent business interests, this
gi ves busi nesses tw ce as nany
representatives as | abor, which
di m ni shes the role of unions and
wor king famlies in making inportant
deci si ons about econom ¢
opportunities in our city. |'mnot
opposed to addi ng nore nenbers to
the EORC, but it nust be done fairly
so that both businesses and | abor
have equal representation.

And | had this conversation

already with the bill sponsor, so it
was not a surprise. It was m ne,
not paying attention. 1'mgoing to

be fully transparent that | m ssed

it. That's what | was supposed to
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do.

| also want to take a
nonent to thank everyone who took
part in Wngohocki ng Nei ghbors Day.
| was so overwhel med | ast week with
all that was happening after a
difficult year in N cetown, where |
l[ive and where |'mfrom fromthe
murder of LGP QUA in May to the
deadly explosion in June. It also
I npacted us here in Council. This
event was especially nmeaningful to
me and ny nei ghbors.

Over a hundred community
partners showed up in Nicetown with
resources, food, nusic, and care.
We had ten | ocal food trucks and
smal | busi nesses on the street and
provided 1,300 free neals. W had a
record clearing clinic, free
hai rcuts, activities for children,
two stages, and over a dozen anmazing
performances in honor of QUA

| want to extend a speci al
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t hank you to Council nenbers | sai ah
Thomas and JimHarrity. Your
support hel ped to nmake this the
bi ggest and best W ngohocki ng Day
yet. | also want to thank Counci
Presi dent Johnson and Counci | menbers
O Rour ke, Landau, and Phillips for
showing up in Nicetown to help ne
cel ebrate my comunity.

One of the main goals of
W ngohocki ng Nei ghbors Day is to
bring resources directly to the
community so that people can take
advant age of the prograns, services,
and opportunities that our city has
to offer. W know that there are a
| ot of resources avail abl e online,
but sone fol ks, especially our
seniors, prefer to have the
I nformation on paper.

That is why ny office has
al so created several resource guides
to share with constituents. These

are avail able online at ny Counci
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webpage, and a hard copy have been
pl aced on each one of your desks.
The Youth Opportunity Guide 2.0 is
an addition to ny office's first
Youth Qpportunity Guide, and it
provi des resources especially for
younger children and adults, as
recommended by ny interns when they
realized that certain things weren't
avai |l abl e for young adults and those
that are transitioning into
adul t hood.

The next one is the Food
Access @uide. The Food Access Quide
has i nformation on comunity
fridges, soup kitchens, free
groceries, and neal progranms in
Phi | adel phia. Wth thousands of
famlies set to | ose SNAP benefits
due to the federal governnent
shut down, these resources will be
particularly inportant in the com ng
weeks. Pl ease share wi dely and

reach out to ny staff if you have
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any questions or need additional
copi es.

And lastly, ny staff and |
have reached out to many of you
about our annual Spooktacul ar event
at John Heinz WIldlife Center.
Every year, hundreds of famlies
come out to enjoy the interactive
nature exhibits, archery | essons,
fall crafts, costune trail of trees,
and so nmuch fun

Yesterday, ny office
| earned that we will have to cancel
Spookt acul ar this year due to the
federal governnent shutdown. The
staff at the refuge have been
furl oughed and do not have access to
their email accounts. Meanwhil e,
| CE agents are still getting paid
for separating famlies. Parents
can't buy groceries for their Kkids.

This is another clear
exanpl e of why we nust take a

stronger stance against this Trunp
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adm ni stration. The people who are
nost inpacted by this shutdown are
not politicians or elected |eaders;
they are children in our
communities. And we all have a
responsibility to speak up for them
Thank you so nuch, Counci

Pr esi dent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber N chol as O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Thank you, Council President.

In this political climte,
in this day and age, there's been --
it's alnost hard to find people who
have rooted or principled political
positions. |'mnot tal king about
necessarily in this chanber
Ceneral ly, what we see on soci al
media, it's alot of -- a lot of
backbiting and tal ki ng, but

historically what it neant to be
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|l eft wasn't just progressive or
identity based. It neant | abor.
That's what historically as a
political position throughout
history. The left was | abor based.
And so for that reason | stand with
my mnority |eader on the positions
that we took today. And | thank
fol ks for understanding that.

That havi ng been said, |
al so want to acknow edge that today
| introduced a resolution with
Counci | menber Rue Landau to honor
the life of one Rabbi Arthur Ccean
Waskow. As | breathe out what the
trees breathe in, as the trees
breathe in what | breathe out, as we
breathe in each other, God breathes
in all of us and breathes us out.
Rabbi Arthur Waskow taught that the
name of God Yahweh was a breath. No
vowels in that word. It was breath.
Breath is |life. And he taught us

how i nterconnected we all were, both
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with each other and with the ecol ogy
of the world that we are all one.

He was born in 1933. He
di ed this past Monday, October 20t h,
just a couple days after his 92nd
birthday. Lifelong activist, in
part because of his activist
background. His father was a | abor
organi zer. Hi's nother and
grandf at her were active in voter
regi stration and political canps,
and canpaigns. W had the honor of
heari ng today Reverend G egory
Hol ston, forner executive director
of Power. We heard from Rabbi
Mor dechai Liebling, a great giant
within the Jewi sh community. And we
al so had in attendance Rabbi Nate
DeG oot, who i s now the executive
director of the Shal om Center, an
organi zati on that Rabbi Arthur
Waskow f ounded, who were all here
and al so were yesterday in person at

the funeral that was held at M shkan
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Shal omin his honor.

This is a man who bred and
hel ped stinulate a resistance
novenent. He resisted, just to
count the role, war, for exanple.
He fiercely opposed Vietnamto the
poi nt of making public appeals to
dodge the draft and refusing to pay
taxes. |'mtal king about real
resi stance, things that's going to
shake stuff up. He resisted anti -
semtism right? He never stopped
def endi ng Jewi sh people. And
resol utely understood the m ssion of
communal preservation as deeply
related to the Judai c concept of
Ti kkun O am of repairing the world.

Xenophobi a, he resi sted,
per haps because of his history,
threat and reality of exile for
Jewi sh peoples. He was a stark
opponent of the immgration policy
of political parties. Renenber, you

were once strangers in the | and of

Page 158

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 23/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Egypt. This is what he stood for.
He was arrested in his eighties,
right? 80-year-old man protesting
the OGbhama adm nistration for its
ranmpant deportation policies. Many
know t hat as nuch as we may |ike
Presi dent Obama, fol ks recognize him
as deporter in chief. Principled
positions that he stood on.

He al so resisted so nmany
ot her societal ills ranging from
apartheid in Israel, as well as
South Africa, to war in lraq, to
honmophobi a, to the recent genoci dal
war in Gaza that has devastated and
shaken to the core Anerican Jew sh
life. He knew the Msaic mantra,
“Let ny people go,” neant for
everybody. That's who Rabbi Arthur
Waskow was. So it is ny honor to
know -- to have known him to know
of, and to occasionally be in
community with him And wth those

faith | eaders who seek what Rabbi
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Art hur Waskow sought, renewal. He
may have actually coined the term
“Jewi sh renewal .”

This is the kind of giant
we' re tal king about, who with care
and clarity offered reinterpretation
for what |iberation may nean for
each generation. Though there are
al ways particularities, this work to
renew exi sts across faith. It's a
religious tradition as | see it.

And one | hope to fruitfully
contribute toin ny mnistry, in ny
work, in nmy life for the days that
the Lord allows ne to live. A giant
| i ke Rabbi Waskow i s a shining
exanple of the faith it takes to
take on how faith is supposed to

| ook. | salute and | thank him |
pray that his nenory, and | know it
is, is a profound, profound bl essing
for those that walk in the

tradition.

( Appl ause.)
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Thank you. Further, we've
al ready honored her and | thank
Dr. Anthony Phillips, “Anthony,” as
Jimy likes to call you, for his
| eadership. And | appreciate your,
Council President, for allow ng us
to take a nonent of standing
silence. It's so hard to know what
to say in nonents like this as we
consider the life of Kada Scott.

But it is a nonth where we recogni ze
donestic violence, right? And each
year, an organization that this body
hol ds close, in fact, it was the
first event I went to com ng back
from parental |eave, Wnen Agai nst
Abuse, inplores us to take a
particul ar pl edge.

A pl edge agai nst the
culture in which Kada Scott's story
could unfold in all the tragedy that
it has. A pledge that all of us
need to be clear on. But in this

noment, | know this to be so true
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for our young brothers. So to them
but of course to anyone |istening, |
hope the words of this pledge
resonate and cause reflection,
because we need reflection in |ight
of this. The pledge reads: *“I

pl edge to take action as an advocate
for healthy relationships. | wll
bel i eve survivors of relationship
abuse and anplify the voices of

t hose who have been sil enced.”

And this is the part that
noves from advocacy for soneone el se
to fighting to build a new cul ture.
The pledge closes with this: “I
will actively work agai nst
oppression and commt to being part
of the change needed to create a
comunity that is safe and just for
every person.” That ain't just
fl ower | anguage. That is a call to
action, to be the change we wsh to
see and to nake the world that we

ought to be making, in the words of

Page 162

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 23/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Rabbi Arthur Waskow, to hel p heal
the world. Wat are we doing to
hel p heal it? Anen, anen, anen, and
to anot her young Phil adel phi an gone
too soon, we call her nane Kada
Scott. Pray, Philly. Thank you
very much.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council President. | ask
to be excused to take care of other
Counci | busi ness.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. You are
excused. Any speeches on behal f of
the Majority? The Chair recognizes

Counci l man Curtis Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Thank
you, M. President. Finally, | beat
fast-finger Phillips to the button.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Did you say | beat?

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:
Finally. | figured it out. |
figured it out. Two things, one, an
announcenent and two, a question to
nmy col | eague, |saiah Thomas. So he
knows the question in advance.
First, 30 years ago, hundreds of
buses were | oaded by nen of col or
for the MIlion Man March. |t was
transformative in many ways to see
that many African-Anmericans that
cl ose together w thout a curse word,
wi thout a fight, w thout a nurder,
W t hout -- people rushed to
apol ogi ze when soneone stepped on
your foot. “No, brother, |I'm
sorry.”

That kind of spirit
per neat ed over the approxinmate 1
mllion nmen when we got to
Washi ngton, DC. W hope to honor
t hat anni versary Sunday, 12:30, from

different locations. And in the
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flyer it says this: around the way
we will be assenbling at Broad and
Master in North Philadel phia in your
district. W will be assenbling at
30th and Market in West Philly, in
Jame -- in Jame Gauthier's
district. W will be assenbling at
Broad and Christian in South

Phi | adel phia, to assenble at Love
Park to kind of conmmenorate what
happened.

[t's arun, it's a wal k,
it's -- whatever way you can get
there -- by Uber. But it is to
recogni ze the tineliness of this
30th anniversary. That it was
started then based on the feeling of
oppression from Washington. And its
anniversary falls on that sane
feeling of oppression conmng from
Washington. So it's time for us to
recal i brate and recommt to an
agenda that we need to kind of nove

f or war d
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| always said, no matter
what we were going through in this
chanber, that if you want to clean
up the world, start under your own
feet. And | think that
acknow edgenent to organi zati ons
|ike sororities, the Coalition of
100 Bl ack Wonen, the Links, and
ot hers that have kind of run circles
around us men. And it's tinme for us
to catch up with this celebration
So please join us 12:30 fromthose
| ocati ons.

The question on the fl oor,
M. President, fromwhen we used to
do these neetings online during
CoviD, we al ways, before the actua
neeting, was to turn to Coach Isaiah
Thomas to get his perspective on
those 76ers. So | want to do that
and yield the rest of nmy tine to ask
him did you see the gane | ast
ni ght ?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The Chair recogni zes Coach | sai ah
Thomas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President. |
have ny remarks that I'll save for a
little later. But | do mss
political sports talk. | think
that's what we used to call it.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: W
did call it.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Every norni ng.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:  That
was our virtual tradition. At that
time, we were pretty terrible as it
relates to sports teanms. Sorry to
all of our sports teans. But we're
in atotally different place right
now So it's a pleasure to see the
gane | ast night, watch sonme of our
rookies. And, you know, | think in
a serious note, sports brings us
together as a city, right?

| think anybody who knows
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us knows that the Eagles parade this
past year was one of the best
nmonents for a | ot of Phil adel phi ans,
as you saw the sane thing around
2020 -- 2017. And so it's good to
see all three of our mmjor sports
teans doing well. Hopefully we'll
add a fourth with the Flyers, and
soneday a fifth with the WNBA team
that's com ng on the horizon. So,
t hank you, Council nenber. W're in
a great space right now and it was a
great gane to watch |ast night.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thanks for the comentary, sir. The
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Dr. Anthony Philli ps.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LI PS:
Thank you, Council President.
Today, coll eagues and those in
attendance, | just want to cel ebrate
the life of Kada Scott. And | want
to thank all of our coll eagues who

t oget her sponsored this resol ution
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to honor her |ife and | egacy. Kada
was a young wonman whose |ight and
ki ndness refl ected the very best of
us Phil adel phia. She was a
daughter, intelligent, creative,
faith-filled, full of prom se. She
dreaned bol dly about what she can
build for herself and her famly.

At just 19 years old, she
opened her own beauty spa right in
Mount Airy. She was a nei ghbor of
19150. She had vision and
determ nation. She believed in the
power of self care, community and
pur pose, using her gifts to pour
| ove into the people around her.

But what nmade Kada truly special was
not what she just did -- not just
what she did, but who she was. Her
fam ly remenbers her gentle spirit
and bright smle that can warm any
room They shared that she was the
ki nd of person who made ot hers feel

seen, who rem nded you of your worth
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and who carried joy wherever she
went .

Her story has touched so
many because it feels deeply
personal. Kada was our sister, our
daughter, our friend. She
represents the bright, kind, driven
young people who fill our
nei ghborhood with [ife and hope.
And when this tragedy struck, it
rem nded Phil adel phi a how connect ed
she was to us. So as her famly
grieves, we are rem nded that Kada's
life is not defined by what
happened, but by the I ove and |i ght
she shared while she was here. Her
| egacy is one of conpassion, calling
us to | ook out for one another, to
keep believing in the good, and to
keep building the kind world she
deserved to live in.

So in her honor, at the
request and support of her famly,

our office continues to coll ect
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donati ons through this Saturday,
October. We will be -- our office
will be open fromtonorrow from 8: 30
to 4:30 p.m and then on Saturday
from9:00 am to 12:00 p.m at 1514
W ser Avenue. W're collecting self
care itens, gift cards, as well as
non- peri shable itens for the famly.
And al so keep in mnd that there's a
17-year-old daughter. So if there's
anyt hi ng that you could think about
for her daughter as she prepares --
Kada's sister as she prepares for
col | ege, show that kindness as much
as you can.

What Kada's famly said she
want ed for us was to continue
| oving, giving, and uniting beyond
this nonent. So today we don't just
remenber Kada, but we could commt
to living as she did, with a heart
that believes in people. And so to
Kim Kada's nother, Kevin, Kada's

father, and Kada's sister, |I'mso
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deeply sorry for what has happened,
but al so know this: Kada's nane
will continue to be spoken and her
story wwll continue to be told. And
as the | ate Congressman John Lew s
rem nded us, we nust continue to
make good troubl e, necessary
trouble, in the name of what is
right. Thank you, Counci
Pr esi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, Dr. Phillips. And just
want to clarify on behalf of Menber
Jones, the gathering for the march
on Sunday. It starts at 8:00 a.m
at those particular |ocations:
Broad and Christian in South
Phi | adel phia, 30th and Market in
West Phi | adel phia, and North
Phi | adel phi a, Broad and Master.
Just for the record. The Chair
recogni zes Counci |l man G ndy Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank

you, M. President. Today |
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I ntroduced | egislation to honor
Dr. Molefi K Asante, a visionary
whose intellect and comm tnent have
reshaped how the world understands
Africa and its people. Dr. Asante
is internationally recognized as the
founder of Afrocentricity and has
given a voice to a franmework that
recl ains African agency, reshaping
schol arship and affirmng dignity,
culture, and identity for mllions.
From est abl i shing the
nation's first PhD programin
African Anmerican studies at Tenple
University to nmentoring over 140
doctoral scholars, his legacy is
reflected in the generations of
t hi nkers he has inspired. Hi s nore
t han 100 books and 500 articles have
made hi m one of the nost cited
African scholars in the world. And
i n ny nei ghborhood, through the
Mol efi K. Asante Institute for

Afrocentric Studi es, he continues to
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advance gl obal understandi ng and
| ocal enpower nent.

Al t hough he was not able to
nmake it today, we proudly recognized
Dr. Asante and his wife for their
out st andi ng and extraordi nary
achi evenents, his lifelong service
to schol arship and his enduring
contributions to the world. W are
pl anning to have a presentation in
the near future so that fol ks can
meet and greet with Dr. Asante and
| earn nore about the work that they
are -- he and his wfe are doing at
the center on Gernmant own Avenue.
And | want to thank everyone for
CO- sponsori ng.

And | wanted to just say,
just very briefly, as we tal k about
the MIlion Man March, the
anni versary of it, and we also talk
about Kada Scott and the tragedy
t hat has unfol ded before all of us,

that it's never been nore inportant
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that we get our young nen together.
There is a vulnerability that wonen,
and | will say specifically black
wonen of all ages, that there is a
vul nerability that exists and
protection is needed, protection is
I nport ant.

You know, what we do and
how we handl e our situations or our
community, there is just so much to
be done. And so | want to just put
that on the hearts and m nds of
everyone who's attending the MI1lion
Man March gat herings this weekend.
And agai n, ny condol ences to the
Scott famly for their loss. Thank
you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You're wel cone. The Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Mark
Squi l I a.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President. Just an

announcenent for anybody who has
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RSVP' d to Term nal Tour from
COUNCI LMEMBERS and |unch. It wll
be starting at 1:00 p. m today.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Council nmenber Dr. Nina
Ahmad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHMAD:  Thank
you, Council President. Before
anything else, | echo what ny
col | eagues have said, that we are
all heartbroken about the nurder of
Kada Scott. As a nother of two
young wonren, ny heart is with her
nother. | send ny prayers to her
parents and offer ny deepest
condol ences to Kada's famly,
friends, and | oved ones, and to our
city that had hoped for a very
di f ferent outcone.

And t hen novi ng on,
wanted to tal k about the resol ution
that | introduced today. Science

matters. As a scientist by
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training, I wll always defend
sci ence and dat a- backed evi dence
because they save |ives, guide smart
policy, and keep our city noving.
That's the spirit of the Defense
Sci ence resol uti on we advance today.
Public health. Public health is
critical for all of us.

| also wanted to comment on
the bill that was just passed. W
advanced equity with the Econonic
Qpportunity Review Committee
| egi slation. This doesn't weaken
standards or transparency. It
I nproves outcones, bringing in the
Asi an Anerican and LGBTQ pl us
Chanbers, along with | abor, which
al ready has DC-33 and 47 there, and
nei ghbor hood enterprises. And the
city has only one seat. It broadens
perspective, strengthens cultural
conpet ency, and nakes conpetition
fair. This is not a voting body.

This is an oversight body. So there
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are no votes cast in this body.

When nore qualified firns
can conpete, public dollars expand
opportunity, Philadel phia gets
better value and nore famlies
benefit. And here we are again,
facing a federal crisis that
threatens dignity, food on the
table. On October 20th, 2025,
Pennsyl vani a' s Departnent of Human
Servi ces announced that because of
t he shutdown, Novenber SNAP paynents
will not be issued unless Congress
acts imediately. Nearly two
mllion Pennsyl vani ans are affected.
The Commonweal t h cannot backfill
t hose costs.

Peopl e can use unspent EBT
funds and DHS wil|l keep processing
applications, but new Novenber
benefits won't | oad w thout a budget
or a continuing resolution.

Resi dents need hel p and shoul d use

PA 211 and Feedi ng PA resources.
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However, for sone nei ghbors, that
means they will not eat. SNAP is a
lifeline for children, seniors,
people with disabilities, working
parents, students, and veterans who
sacrifice for this country.

SNAP- Ed, whi ch hel ps
famlies stretch |ight-tight
budgets, is also disrupted right
when it's nost needed. Phil adel phia
wi |l show up for our neighbors, but
famlies shouldn't rely on charity
to cover for a political failure.
["murging the adm nistration to
treat food access as an energency,
al i gni ng Parks and Recreation, the
Free Library, Public Health, and the
Managi ng Director's Ofice to push
for clear stigma-free information by
zip code and by day through city
channels, libraries, rec centers,
seni or sites, and 311.

W nust also join our state

partners and federal delegation in
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demandi ng an i mredi ate end to the
shutdown and full protection of SNAP
and SNAP-Ed. Food is not
negotiable. And there is a through
line to in today's work: evidence,
equity, dignity. Defending science
keeps people healthy. Enpowering

t he EORC opens doors so nore

Phi | adel phi ans can participate in
our econony. Protecting SNAP keeps
famlies, including veterans, fed
during a crisis. This is governnent
peopl e can see, touch, and feel in
daily life. Thank you, Counci

Pr esi dent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber |sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS: Good
afternoon, Council President. Two
things. I'mgoing to try to be very
brief. First, | do want to take a
nmonment to acknow edge the famly of

Ms. Scott. Cearly, there have been
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sone heavy hearts and a | ot of
remarks. It's a very enotional
situation that really captured the
entire country, not just the city of
Phi |l adel phia. So | do want to say a
speci al thank you to Counci | menber
Phillips for his | eadership as it
relates to supporting the famly.

A special thank you to
Counci | mrenber Bass. Al though the
famly didn't live in her district,
clarity remains were found in her
district. Their |eadership and
willingness to work together, |
think, is really inportant.
Representing this |egislative body
and bei ng as supportive as possi bl e,
not just to the famly but to all of
t he people who had to experience
trauma in that situation. | also
want to say thank you. | will also
say thank you to State Rep. Andre
Carroll, because he was the state

rep there for his | eadership as
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wel | .

And | al so want to say
t hank you to the nenbers of the
Education Commttee and the School
District of Philadel phia. The
School District of Phil adel phia
commtted to doing a better job of
mai ntaining its 20 vacant buil di ngs
here in the city of Phil adel phia,
which clearly sit in the 10
different districts that are
represented by our coll eagues,
Council President, here in Gty
Council. And while we thank them
for this effort as it relates to
provi ding energency staff to address
this issue, we are going to
definitely take them by their word.
But | amgoing to work with our
col | eagues and encourage folks to
visit these sites, |ook at these
bui | di ngs, take pictures, nmake sure
that it's sonething that's not an

eyesore to the commnity, and ensure
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that if that is the case, that we're
proactive instead of reactive and
put us in a position to make sure
that our communities are as safe as
possi bl e.

So to all of the
| egi sl ators and different sectors of
gover nnent who stepped up because of
this unfortunate situation, | just
want to say thank you to you all.
Very nuch appreciate it.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Vel cone.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
Qut si de of that, Council President,
| introduced a bill today around the
Bl RT exenption -- I'msorry, around
BI RT tax reduction, specifically
| ooki ng at daycares. | think about
Counci | menber O Rourke's package
that he introduced. | think about
my bill around energy. | think
about Council menber Phillips's

speech around the Water Departnent.
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I think about other things that |'ve
i stened to; Council nenber Lozada,
Counci | mrenber Young, talk about
quality-of-life issues in their
districts.

And when we think about the
fact that the $100, 000 exenption is
goi ng away, there's one business and
there's one industry in the city of
Phi | adel phi a that touches every
district and a lot of famlies,
especially working famlies that are
struggling. And that's daycares.
And as a father of two who's paying
for daycare nyself, | thank God that
with the inflation and the cost of
living going up, that I"'mable to
sonehow find a way to continue to
pay for -- ny wwfe and | to continue
to pay for our child.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That beverage t ax.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:

Well, you know, | -- unfortunately,
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| don't -- I"mnot able to take
advant age of that, Council

President. They -- | got to pay the
whol e pri ce.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
[''mjust joking.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:  But
it's --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Just j oki ng.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:  No,
| appreciate you, Council President.
But in all seriousness, we as
| egi slators have to step up right
now and try our best to make sure
t hat busi nesses continue to grow and
thrive in the city of Phil adel phia,
and ensure that people can continue
to afford to live in our great city.

And so | know that there
are a |lot of thought |eaders as
| egislators that are trying to
cont enpl ate what we can do as | ocal

governnent to help offset the rising
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costs and to help keep people in our
city and in their homes. And |I'm
hoping that this legislation is
anot her exanple of us trying to
t hi nk through what we can do to
support busi nesses who support
famlies, as well as famlies who
are in need. So | thank all of ny
col | eagues who co-sponsor this
| egi sl ati on today.

We | ook forward to in-depth
di al ogue, both with the daycare
industry, famlies, as well as the
nenbers of City Council who are
going to be voting on their support
| egi sl ati on. Thank you, Council
Pr esi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. The Chair recogni zes
Counci | man Rue Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU
Thank you, Council President. [|I'm
going to try to keep this short. |

first wanted to thank Counci |l menber
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| sai ah Thonmas for his |eadership in
supporting our small businesses and
maki ng chil dcare nore affordable for
Phi | adel phi ans. R ght now, we could
all use a break, but parents and
entrepreneurs especially. So thank
you for leading this charge.

|'"d also Iike to shout out
and thank nmy amazing | egislative
ai de, Jazm ne Easl ey, for speaking
on behal f of the resolution |
I ntroduced comenorating the 2025
Phi | adel phia Wal k to End
Al zheiner's. The Menory Wal k has
been happeni ng around the country
since 1991, and as it's the nost
common form of denentia in ol der
adults, | know many in this room
have |ikely seen the disease
firsthand. Jazm ne, | applaud you
for your efforts in wal king for your
great - grandf at her, and | encourage
everyone to show their support for

Al zheinmer's patients and their
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famlies who care for them

I'"d also Iike to thank you,
Counci| President, for introducing a
resolution calling for hearings to
exanm ne the inpacts of the current
crisis threatening SNAP. Wth
nearly 500, 000 Phi | adel phi a
residents projected to | ose access
to their SNAP benefits in Novenber
I f the shutdown continues, this
concern is extrenely urgent.

Coordi nated action is needed in our
| ocal and state governnent, and I
appreci ate your urgency in this
matter, as well as Council menber
Ahmad' s partici pation.

And finally, | just want to
take a second to |ift up coll eagues
Ni chol as O Rour ke and Ant hony
Phillips for their beautiful verbal
eul ogi es of both Kada Scott and
Rabbi Waskow. | think the two of
them ki nd of having to speak of

their menories now just kind of
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hol ds up what we -- what we need to
do and what is so essential here in
Phi | adel phi a.

W have a young woman who
really just gave back in her life
and was taken so soon and so
horribly, and a man who |ived until
he was 92 working, fighting for
everyone's rights, fighting against
vi ol ence, fighting to nake every
single community a better place.
These bookends are a nonent in tine
right now for us to really take a
deep | ook at ourselves, the actions
that we're taking when we are not
speaki ng out, when we need to speak
out nore, and how we need to nake
this a unifying effort.

Realizing that if we don't
all come together on all of these
I ssues, we wll never succeed in
findi ng Phil adel phia, Pennsyl vani a,
America, the world, a better place

that we want it to be. So thank you
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both so nuch. Appreciate you

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. The Chair recognizes
Jeffrey J. Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Thank
you, M. President. First, | would
like to, you know, al so congratul ate
Mut ha Knows and M key Dredd that
their nmorning show is sonething that
gets Phil adel phians going. | think
| Heart Radi o needs to understand that
Philly is Philly and we |Iike to be
| ocal and, you know, the Breakfast
Club is okay, we're going to watch
on YouTube later on in the day. But
we want to hear our |ocal folks on
the radio in the norning. So |
think it's going to be sonething
that they | earn when they realize
that the listenership in the
norni ngs are going to drop on Power
99 just because we don't want to
hear that. And |'ve seen that al

over social nedia fromfol ks, they
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just -- they liked the Breakfast
Cl ub, but they would prefer
Phi | adel phia, to be honest.

Second, | want to thank
Counci | menber Rue Landau for the
i ntroduction of the Resolution,
honoring the Al zheiner's Wal k. And,
you know, | lost ny grandfather to
Al zheinmer's, ny paterna
gr andf at her.

| renmenber one day | was
com ng hone from I|ike, work wth ny
dad goi ng over ny grandpop's house.
| had a suit on. He had no idea who
| was. He |ooked at ne and said,
asked ny dad, “Wio's that? Is that
the boss?” And that just broke ny
heart, |ike, that ny grandfather had
no idea who I was. So | understand
what those famlies, you know, are
goi ng through and dealing with that.

| also would like to give
nmy condol ences to the famly of

Ms. Scott. | mean, as I'msitting
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here and witing ny notes, |I'm
witing ny notes with a pen that
says Wnen Agai nst Abuse, right?
Donestic violence. And man, |ike |
said, this -- real people really go
through real things. And donestic
violence is sonething |I've w tnessed
inny life firsthand.

And it's nothing that |
woul d put on anyone, particularly as
a child, to watch famly nmenbers go
t hrough donestic violence. It's
just -- it is heartbreaking. And to
know t hat people who claimto | ove
each other, people who claimto be,
you know, wanting the best for
sonmeone, to hurt soneone |ike that.
So it just nakes ne just sad all
over again. | can -- I'mpicturing
nyself as a 5-year-old child
wat chi ng things going around in ny
household. It's crazy.

But today, we introduced a

bill that will prevent vacant |ots
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Wi thout a building permt in the 5th
Council District. And | was

i nspired by Council man Jam e

GQuat hier. Wen you | ook at

devel opnment that's happening in the
5th District and gentrification,
soneti nes you have fol ks who are

j ust specul ators who just buy
property, you know, tear it down,
sit onit, and wait for the narket
to shift so they can just, you know,
build a half-a-mllion-dollar house.
But that creates blight in
comuni ti es.

And so what this bill would
do is it would prevent folks from
denol i shing properties w thout
having a building permt for the
erection of a new property, unless
the property, of course, is
i mm nently dangerous, unsafe, and
things like that. W, you know, we
have to -- preservation is the

ultimaite way to create affordable
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communities. And | think this bil
I s about preserving our conmunities
in the 5th Council District.

| want to thank ny
col | eagues for passing a bill today
where we remapped part of Hunting
Park, the 5th District portion of
the Hunting Park nei ghborhood.

As you heard from
Ms. Audrey Col es today, who
testified, this was a comunity-
driven effort. Fromthe nonent |
got elected to this position, we
worked with that community to ensure
t hat that nei ghborhood | ooks |ike
what the community wants it to | ook
like. And so this remapping is a
| abor of |ove that took us about
over a year to get done. But as you
can see, those community nenbers are
grateful that we took the tinme to
get it done for them

Today, we al so introduced a

resol ution that would hold hearings
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to exam ne the refund system of our
city. Wien we owe our city noney,
they cone get it, but when they owe
us noney, it takes them nonths and
years to give it back. So we got to
figure out why does it take that
| ong, right? Because that is, you
know, it -- when it comes to
accounting strategies for
busi nesses, when it cones to famly
nmenbers, working people in this city
who will -- who would need that
noney, they can't wait six nonths to
a year to get that noney back

And so we really have to
exanm ne why it takes so long to
process refunds. Wen you're a city
wor ker and you owe the city, they
take that right out your check. But
if you -- if you got to get sone
noney back, again it takes a very
long tinme. And they only can give
it to you in a check form

This is 2025, |ike, we
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shoul d be able to have a direct
deposit up into our accounts when we
get -- where we're owed a refund
fromthe city of Phil adel phia. So |
| ook forward to hosting this hearing
to exam ne that particul ar issue.

And finally, M. President,
we al so introduced a resolution
today which will rename Oxford
Street fromBroad Street to 15th
Street as Jake and Sarah Adans
Avenue. For those who don't know,
M. Jake is the owner of Barber's
Hall, M. Jake and Ms. Sarah, and he
finally has decided to retire. And
he sold his property to Tenple
University. And | want to be able
to give M. Jake his flowers while
he can still snell them M. Jake
Is in his 80s, he has done so nuch
for the North Phil adel phia
comunity. He was ward | eader for
15 years, a committee person for

over 50 years.
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And | think, you know, | --
next week, hopefully ny coll eagues
will be able to pass this
| egislation. And | encourage
everyone who hears ny voi ce, who
knows M. Jake, who knows Barber's
Hal |, who | oves that community, to
come out to testify and show your
support and | ove because that nan
really, really deserves that.

And so with that,

M. President, | close. Thank you
so much for allowing nme to endorse
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very much. As we wap up
| also just want to thank the
col | eagues who wor ked toget her and
showed up and supported the famly
of Kada Scott, but al so nost
I mportantly, working together as a
unit on issues that are very near
and dear and critical to the

residents here in the Gty of
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Phi | adel phi a.

And they're watchi ng how we
operate, how we cone together in
times of crisis, and nost
i nportantly, how we advocate to nove
the Gty of Phil adel phia forward.

So | comrend all of you.

And nost inportantly,
beyond ny hearts and prayers going
out to the famly, we will have a
very robust hearing. W' re |ooking
at our crimnal justice systemas a
whol e fromtop down to nake sure we
don't fail another person, young
person noving forward. Because
ultimately, as |leaders in
governnent, we have a fine
responsibility, right, to | ead and
make sure we're protecting those who
are nost vul nerabl e.

And so |I'm | ooking forward
to the hearing and al so sone policy
changes in terns of our crimna

justice system
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Because the fam |y needs
nore than just prayers and words and
speeches here on the Council fl oor.
So we're going to do a deeper dive
and | ook at our whol e system
crimnal justice systemas a whol e.
Wth that being said, the Chair
recogni zes Counci | nenber 1 sai ah
Thomas for a notion to adjourn. The
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber

Jeffrey J. Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG |I'm
sorry, M. President, | have to get
this out, M. President, | apol ogize

for this. But on Mnday | attended
t he Janazah of London Major, who's a
16-year-old who was shot and kil led
in North Philadel phia. | happened
to know her nother personally. Her
not her | ost two kids to gun viol ence
before they were 17 years ol d,
right? So that is sonething | have
to get out there and to let the

comunity menbers know that this is
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sonet hing that we are staying
vi gi |l ant.

And to those, | wll always
be quarrel sone when it cones to the
i ssue of gun violence in our city
and maki ng sure that we are
preventing these teenagers from
being killed. 1'msorry,

M. President, | had to get that

off. So | wanted to say ny

condol ences to ny friend Dee for

| osing two children before they even
had the opportunity to finish high
school to gun violence in North

Phi | adel phia. So thank you for
that, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you, Menber Young.
The Chair recogni zes Counci | mnenber
| sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:

Thank you, Counci
President. M. Sam | know you'l

appreciate this. | want to say
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Page 201
happy birthday to ny father. | said

| was going to do that |ast week.
Today's ny dad's birthday. Happy
birthday to ny dad. And with that
being -- | know he's watching right
now. So happy birthday, Dad.
M. President, | nove that Counci
stand adj ourned until Thursday,
Cct ober 30th, 2025 at 10:00 a.m
COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday, Cctober
30th, 2025 at 10:00 a.m Al those
in favor will signify by saying aye.
COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries. Thank you all

very much for the good work today.

(Stated neeting proceedi ngs concluded at 1:30 p.m)
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