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COUNCI L OF THE CI TY OF PH LADELPHI A
STATED MEETI NG

Cty Hall, Room 400 _
Phi I adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a
Thur sday, October 13, 2022
10: 33 a. m

PRESENT:

COUNCI L PRESI DENT DARRELL L. CLARKE
COUNCI LWOVAN CI NDY BASS

COUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL

COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER

COUNCI LWOVAN KATHERI NE G LMORE RI CHARDSON
COUNCI LWOVAN HELEN GYM

COUNCI LMAN CURTI S JONES, JR

COUNCI LMAN DAVI D OH

COUNCI LMAN BRI AN J. O NEI LL

COUNCI LMAN MARK SQUI LLA

COUNCI LMAN | SAI AH THOVAS

M CHAEL A. DECKER, CH EF CLERK
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you all, and good norning. W're
going to get started now. Thank you.

To give our invocation this
nmorni ng, the Chair recogni zes M nister
Char mai ne Ashby of the First African
Bapti st Church of Phil adel phia. She is
here today as the guest of Council nman
Jones.

| would ask all nenbers and
guests to please rise.

( Counci | nenbers and guests

rise.)
M NI STER ASHBY: (Good norni ng.
(Good norning.)
M NI STER ASHBY: You may be
seated. Oh, |I'msorry.

So | want to bring you
greetings fromthe First African Bapti st
Church where Pastor Terrence Giffith is
the pastor. W're |located at 6700

Lansdowne Avenue.
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON

Certainly | want to honor ny
Lord and savior Jesus Christ, who has
brought ne here today, and I want to
honor the Council nenbers who are doi ng
this awesone job of running this city and
all of the support that they have. |
honor you as wel .

Wul d you please join with ne
as we ask the Lord's blessing upon this
sessi on.

Fat her, in the name of Jesus,
we cone to you today, Lord God, because
we understand that you are the God of the
entire earth. W understand that heaven
and earth belong to you.

We're so grateful this norning,
Lord, that you' ve allowed us to see
anot her day. W're so grateful, Lord
God, that we have a reasonabl e portion of
health and strength. W may not feel as
good as we want to, Lord, but we're here
today and we're just grateful and we're
t hankf ul .

We're thankful, Lord God, for
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
this Council, this Cty Council, Lord
God, who you have handpi cked to do this
job. We are asking, Lord God, that you
woul d al | ow your spirit to cone in this
pl ace.

You said in your word that we
can do nothing wthout you. So we hunble
oursel ves before you today acknow edgi ng
t hat; acknow edging, Lord God, that the
deci sions that are made, that the things
that are said will all be done in your
presence; acknow edgi ng, Lord God, that
you're not sonewhere far off, but you're
right here close to each and every one of
us.

We ask a special bl essing today
upon the Honorable Curtis Jones, who is
over our District 4, for all the work
that he has done there. W're thanking
you for the food distribution program
Lord God, that has cut so many people's
grocery bills dowmn. W' re thanking you
for that. W're asking, Lord God, that

you woul d continue to bl ess these kinds
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
of efforts throughout the entire city.

We're just giving you praise
and honor and gl ory, God, because we
understand, Lord God, at the end of the
day, we have to answer to you.

And we're thanking you for all
these things. |In the matchless nane of
Jesus, we pray.

Anmen.

(Anen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Mnister. Thank you so nuch.

Council will be at ease.

(Counci | at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you so nuch. And, again, thank
you, Mnister, for those encouraging,
spiritual guidance this norning. W
appreciate it.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - RECOGN TI ONS
you. Thank you so nuch, Council
Presi dent, and thank you, colleagues. |
wanted to take this opportunity to
wel cone sone future | eaders to our
Chanbers and to this body.

Today we are pleased and proud
to have students fromthe Community
Col | ege of Philadel phia via the City
Counci |l Fellowship Program As | call
your nanme, please stand. Kiara,

Al ej andra, Zanev, Tayl or, Anthony,

El eanor, Sierra, Shel don, and Zani yyah.
And they are here with their two
professors. W all know Professor Mlika
Rahman and Professor Liz Canapary.

W wel conme you so nuch to
Phi | adel phia City Council.

And we're al so hosting students
fromyour district, Council President,
students from Tenple University. They
are being Tenpl e nade.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Al
right.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  So we
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - APPROVAL OF JOURNAL
wel cone all of themto Philadelphia Cty
Counci | .

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you so nuch for being
here to see your governnent in action
live and in living color. W appreciate
it.

Qur next order of business is
t he approval of the Journal of the
neeti ng of Thursday, October 6, 2022, and
the Chair recognizes Council wonman Bass.

COUNCI LWOVMAN BASS:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove that the Journal
of the neeting of Thursday, Cctober 6,
2022 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Journal of the
nmeeti ng of Thursday, Cctober 6, 2022

st and appr oved.
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - LEAVES

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and our Journal is
approved.

And our next order of business
I's requests for | eave of absence, and the
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. On behalf of the nenbers
of Council, there are two requests for
| eaves of absence today, one from Menber
Brooks and one from Menber Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Councilman. Leave shall be
granted for Council menber Brooks and
Counci | man Johnson.

The Chair now recogni zes
Councilman Squilla for a notion

concerning certain legislative matters
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - MOTI ON CONCERNI NG CALENDAR

that may arise during the course of
today's session of Council that were not
listed on the Cal endar circul ated prior
to today's session.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove that any of the
followng matters, if considered today,
may be added to the agenda for this
session of Council and, as required by
| aw, subsequently published on an anended
agenda after the consideration of those
matters: resolutions authorizing
heari ngs, anmendnents to bills on first
readi ng, the consideration of a bill
vetoed by or re-called fromthe Myor,
anmendnents to bills re-called fromthe
Mayor, resolutions taking substantive
action to be voted on in this session, a
notion to withdraw a bill or resol ution
that is not on the Calendar, and a notion
placing a bill or resolution on or
returning a bill or resolution fromthe
Suspensi on Cal endar that is not listed on
t oday' s Cal endar.
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - MOTI ON CONCERNI NG CALENDAR

The purpose of this notion is
to provide the public with notice
concer ni ng possi ble actions by Council
that arose too late to be included in the
Cal endar that was published prior to
t oday' s session.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. It's been noved and properly
seconded that the legislative matters
stated by Councilman Squilla may be added
to the agenda for today, should those
matters arise during the course of this
sessi on.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and the notion is approved.

And our next order of business

I's communi cations, and | would ask the
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - COVMUNI CATI ONS

Clerk to please read the nessages from
t he Mayor or any other additional
communi cations that he nmay have in his
possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: Fromthe Mayor to
t he President and nenbers of the Council
of the Gty of Philadel phia, |I am
transmtting for the consideration of
your honor abl e body a resol ution
confirm ng the appoi ntnent of Ellen
Matt |l eman Kapl an as a nenber of the Board
of Ethics, to serve in the term endi ng
Novenber 16, 2027; and

An ordi nance authori zing the
Conmmi ssi oner of Public Property, on
behal f of the Cty of Philadel phia, to
accept a historically-designated buil ding
from 2000 Arch Associ ates, which w ||
nmove and reinstall the building in
Avi ator Park, 200 North 19th Street, to
becone part of the Fairnmount Park system
under the jurisdiction of the Departnent
of Parks and Recreation, all under

certain terns and conditi ons.
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you, M. Decker.
Counci | woman Ri chardson, did
you ask to be recogni zed agai n?
COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  No,
Counci |l President. No, Council
President. Thank you.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Ckay. Yeah. No. It was from before.

Ckay. Thank you. | got this new
technology. | got to get used to it.
Thank you.

Qur next order of business is
the introduction of bills and
resolutions, and the Clerk wll please
read the titles of the legislation that's
bei ng of fered today by the nenbers of
Counci | .

CH EF CLERK: Council man Thonas
offers a privileged resolution honoring
and congratul ati ng Chanpi on of the Wek,
Jayda Pugliese, for receiving a
prestigious fellowship fromthe Lowell

M| ken Center for Unsung Heroes, for her
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS
exenpl ary work as an educator in and
out si de of the classroom

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Council man Jones
offers three bills and three resol utions.
On behal f of Council President C arke, an
ordi nance establishing parKking
regulations in the vicinity of: Colunbia
Avenue and Frankford Avenue; Bel grade
Street and Susquehanna Avenue; Bel grade
Street and Pal ner Street; Howard Street
and Thonpson Street; Howard Street and
G rard Avenue; Oxford Street and
Frankford Avenue; and

An ordi nance establi shing
parking regulations in the vicinity of:
North 2nd Street and Master Street; North
2nd Street and Thonpson Street; Pal ethorp
Street and Grard Avenue; Mascher Street
and Grard Avenue; Eyre Street and
Bel grade Street; Palnmer Street and
Thonpson Street and Hancock Street; and

An ordi nance establi shing
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

parking regulations in the vicinity of:
Page Street and North 18th Street;
Monunment Street and North 17th Street,;
Di anond Street and North 17th Street;
North 16th Street and Cecil B. Mbore
Avenue; Bouvier Street and Cecil B. Mbore
Avenue.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those three bills are referred to
commi ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution nam ng the 600
bl ock of North 56th Street as "Reverend
Leonard George Carr \Way."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng and honori ng
Dannon Green for his docunentary film
"The Executioners: W Al Had a Chance,”
which tells the story of Marvin "Toochie"
Gordon's and Frank Taylor's Gym The
Executioners, and the inpact that it had

on the lives of young Bl ack nmen grow ng
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS
up i n Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privileged resolution formally
apol ogi zing for the hei nous acts of abuse
and torture perpetuated agai nst innates
at Hol nesburg Prison during the 1950's
t hrough 1970's.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | worman
Gaut hier offers a non-privil eged
resol uti on nam ng the 6000 Bl ock of
Spruce Street "Julia Chinn Way."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
O Neill offers one bill, entitled "An
ordi nance authorizing the installation of
all -way stop signs at the intersection of
Larkspur Street and Gfford Street.”

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Referred to commttee.
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - REPORTS

CH EF CLERK: Council man Oh
offers a privileged resolution
recogni zi ng and t hanki ng Phil adel phi a
Performng Arts, A String Theory Charter
School for reaching out and enrolling
di spl aced children i npacted by the war in
Ukr ai ne.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: There are no
other bills or resolutions being offered
today by the nenbers, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very nuch, M. Decker.

And our next order of business
Is reports fromcommttee, and the Chair
recogni zes Council man Jones for a report
fromthe Commttee on Public Safety.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. The Commttee on Public
Safety offers one bill with a favorable
recomrendat i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci |l man.

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - REPORTS

M. Decker, please read that
report.

CH EF CLERK: To the President
and nenbers of the Council of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, the Conmttee on Public
Safety, to which was referred Bill No.
220654, entitled "An ordi nance anendi ng
Chapter 10-300, entitled '"Mnors,' to
revi se the eveni ng curfew hours,"
respectfully reports it has consi dered
and anmended the sanme and returns the
attached bill to Council wth a favorable
recomendat i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

The Chair recognizes Council man
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
again, M. President. | nove that the

rules of Council be suspended as to
permt first reading of this Bill No.
220654 t oday.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - REPORTS
Thank you. |It's been noved and properly
seconded that the rules of Council be
suspended so as to permt first reading
this day of Bill No. 220654.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that bill wll be on
our First Readi ng Cal endar today.

That concl udes our reports from
comm ttee, and our next order of business
I s consideration of the Cal endar.

| note that the bill just
reported fromcommttee wth a suspension
of the rules has been deened to have had
Its first reading and wll be placed on
t he Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endar at our next session of Council.

There are no additional bills
on the First Readi ng Cal endar, so the
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - BILLS ON 2ND READI NG

Chair recogni zes Council man Jones for the
pur pose of calling up resolutions and
bills that are on our Cal endar today.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
again, M. President. The foll ow ng
resolutions and bills are being called up
fromthe Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endars today: Bills No. 220818,
220822, 220823, and 220655. Al other
bills and resol utions are bei ng hel d.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very nuch.
Bef ore we consider the
resolutions and bills that are on our
Cal endar today, we will have our public
comment session. It wll go as foll ows:
Your public comment nust
concern legislative matters on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endar for
possi bl e action at today's session. All
speakers must sign up in order to
testify. |If you have not already signed
up, you nmay do so now. You can give your

name to the Sergeant-At-Arns at the table
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - PUBLI C COVMENT
set up for this purpose in the hallway
just outside the Council Chanbers.

Once you have signed up, you
will be called in the order in which your
nanme appears on the sign-up sheet.

Today we w || have three
m nutes to speak. Wth 30 seconds |eft
on your tinmefranme, you will be rem nded
of that. There's a device on the podium
It will turn yellow. And when it turns
red, we ask you to please concl ude your
remar ks.

We al so reserve the right
pursuant to the rules of Council to limt
repetitious comment of speakers.

So with that, | want to thank
you for your participation today, and
M. Decker, please call the first nanme on
the |ist.

CH EF CLERK: The first speaker
today, M. President, is Vick Patel,
commenti ng on 220655.

( Speaker approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - PUBLI C COVMENT
norni ng. Good norning. Just state your
nane for the record and pl ease proceed.

MR. PATEL: Good norning. M
name is Vick Patel and | am a supervi sing
attorney in the Housing Unit at Conmmunity
Legal Services, and I'mhere to talk
about Bill No. 220655, the bill extending
t he eviction diversion program

Now, this bill is going to
extend the requirenent that |andlords
participate in the Phil adel phia eviction
di versi on program which has been an
enor nous success. It has hel ped
t housands of | andlords and tenants cone
to a peaceful resolution outside of
court.

But a little bit of background,
this programwas first created in the
summer of 2020 as part of the Energency
Housi ng Protections Act, and since then,
It's gone through several different
fornms, but its nost recent formwas j ust
put into place earlier this year.

Now, it requires that |andlords
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - PUBLI C COVMENT
send a notice to the tenant and then
participate in the programin good faith
for 30 days. It also connects tenants
wi t h housi ng counsel ors.

Now, we're going to hear from a
housi ng counselor in just a m nute, but
housi ng counsel ors have been incredibly
I nportant to the City of Phil adel phia
since the creation of the forecl osure
di version program which this programis
nodel ed after.

Now, this is a free program for
| andl ords and tenants. It's far |ess
intimdating than court, and it actually
provi des | andl ords and tenants with the
space to discuss their issues. And
that's one of the nost conpelling parts
of this program is that it works to
repair the landlord-tenant rel ationship.

Now, when it can't repair the
| andl ord-tenant relationship, it allows
an am cabl e resol ution, because then
| andl ords don't have to go to court, but

then tenants also don't have a filing
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - PUBLI C COVMENT
that follows them around for the rest of
their |ives.

Now, |I'm going to nmake a
di stinct point of this. Wen a tenant
has a filing in court, regardl ess of what
happens, even if the tenant wins in
court, that follows them around for the
rest of their life, making it harder to
access safe and affordable housing in the
future. So this program doesn't just
keep peopl e housed right now, it allows
peopl e access to safe and affordabl e
housing in the future.

Finally, this program because
it allows things to be resol ved outside
of court, it actually saves court for the
things that need to be in court, for the
conplex things that require a judge, that
require the judicial system

Community Legal Services is
proud to be part of the coalition that
has hel ped to build and support the
eviction diversion programand w ||

continue to work on inproving and grow ng
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10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - PUBLI C COVMENT
this program and we deeply appreciate
all the support that all of you have
given to this program over the past
coupl e of years and ask for you to
continue to support this vital program as
It continues to support Philadel phians in
getting access to safe and affordabl e
housi ng.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you for your testinony. W
appreciate it.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Abraham Pardo, commenting on 220655.

( Speaker approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
norni ng. Please state your nane for the
record.

MR PARDO H . Good norning,
everyone. Abraham Reyes Pardo. |'m
proudly the Director of Housing at the
Ur ban League of Phil adel phia, a civil
rights non-profit organization, but also

HUD- appr oved housi ng counsel or.
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| have a witten testinony
here, but | also -- | would |ike to open
by nmentioning the fact that |I'm here
st andi ng providing testinony today, and
directly imedi ately after |'m headi ng
out to provide -- up to North
Phi | adel phia to provide support for the
hundred famlies that had to be renoved
fromthe Lindley Apartnent conplex due to
faulty living conditions that the
| andl ord negl ected to address.

So I'"'mhere in support of Bill
220655 to extend Phil adel phia's accl ai ned
eviction diversion program If it is
true that the pandem c has left a mark in
our |lives, the nost vul nerable
popul ati ons continue to fight sone of the
side effects, which includes the current
condi tions of the housing narket.

Renters across the United
States and Phil adel phia are trying to
navi gate the uncertainties of many
evol ving scenarios, including their

I ncapacity to access affordabl e nortgages
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and the situation related to investors
buyi ng out properties.

Thi s whol e situation was
anplified by the recent report by the Pew
Charitable Trust, which indicated that in
the | ast three nonths of the year 2021,
private equity firnms purchased nearly
20 percent of all U S. honmes. Nearly a
third of American house sales went to
peopl e who had no intention of living in
them Private equity is now the nost
prom nent banker anong the 35 | argest
owners of nulti-famly buildings, and at
times they don't only hold the stock but
also wite the rules of a significantly
under-regul ated fi el d.

All of this to say that the
ci rcunstances surroundi ng the housi ng
mar ket continue to elevate the rel evance
of the eviction diversion program which
t hanks to your support becane a nati onal
reverent. Now nore than ever our nost
vul nerabl e communities are in need of a

safe space to nedi ate and de-escal ate
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matters before they nmake it to Mini ci pal
Court.

The budgets of sone of the
affected famlies are already stretched
thinin trying to keep up with their
basic |iving expenses, hence that sone of
t hem nmake the decision to risk their
housing stability by foregoi ng what at
times m ght be perceived as their nost
signi ficant expense, their housing
expense.

However, through the eviction
di versi on program tenants access support
from dedi cated groups of affordable -- of
housi ng counsel ors certified by the
Depart nent of Housing. W act as
translators for all participants
regardl ess of their financial profile.
We play the role of connectors and
advocates, setting realistic expectations
for both parties and creating physical
pl ans of action for all participants.

The program has al ready proven

to have the capacity to successfully
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connect struggling famlies with the
servi ces and resources that they need.

Thank you.
CH EF CLERK: Thank you for
your testinony.
The next speaker is Peter
W nsl ow, commenting on 220322.
( Speaker approached podi um)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: (Good

nor ni ng.

MR. WNSLOW Good norning. My
name is Peter Wnslow. |'ma
Phi | adel phia resident. | speak to you

today as President of A Snart

Col | aboration, as a representative of the

Phi | adel phi a Public Banking Coalition,

and as a candi date that you recomended

to Mayor Kenney for appointnent to the

initial Board of Directors of the

Phi | adel phi a Public Financial Authority.
Thank you, President d arke and

menbers of Council, for this opportunity

to speak in support of Bill 220322- AA

t hat provides for procedures for
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di sposition of surplus public property,
and that disposition would be primarily
to community trusts and ot her
organi zati ons that have a public benefit
associ ated with their underlying
pur poses. This woul d support housing and
It woul d support |and uses for such
t hi ngs as urban agri cul ture.

Thi s coul d provi de nechani sns
for resolving sone disputes between
conflicting desires on the part of the
Cty. For exanple, Councilnman Jones, it
woul d be possible to find | and with which
to build a football stadi umw thout
evicting or disrupting the very
wel | -established community of ultinate
frisbee players at Edgely Field in
Fai rnmount Park. That's been there and
has been fielding teans of international
renown for the benefit of Philadel phia.

And it can support projects for
urban agriculture. There have been
reports fromthe Cty for projects for

urban agriculture that are far reaching
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that show that it's sustainable to have
hal f-acre farns productive in
Phi | adel phia, but there are other
busi ness nodel s such as the Henry Crops
nodel at Weavers VWay in conjunction with
t he school, the Henry School, and for the
benefit of the community overall.

So this provides nechani sns,
but not the capacities. To have the
capacities, we need the Phil adel phi a
Public Financial Authority and ultimtely
a Phil adel phia public bank for all of
t hese needs and for the needs that were
previously tal ked about to resolve sone
of the housing problens that afflict the
Cty of Phil adel phi a.

Thank you for your tinme and
attention.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you for your testinony. W
appreciate it.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
Is Andre Del Valle, commenting on 220655.

( Speaker approached podi um)
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MR. DEL VALLE: Good norning,
Counci | President --
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: (Good

nor ni ng.

MR. DEL VALLE: -- and nenbers
of Gty Council. M nane is Andre Del
Valle. |'mthe Vice President of

Governnent Affairs for the Pennsyl vani a
Apartnment Association. W're a statew de
associ ati on representing property
managers, |andlords, and their suppliers
across Pennsylvania. Here in
Phi | adel phia we represent 98 property
managenent conpani es and over
156, 000 units.

|''m here today to testify on
Bill No. 220655, which would extend the
residential eviction diversion programto
facilitate di spute resol utions between
| andl ords and tenants.

The Pennsyl vani a Apart nent
Association truly believes in the spirit
of cross collaboration, especially when

It cones to legislation inpacting the
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housi ng industry. 1'd like to begin by
t hanki ng Counci | menber Gym and her team
for their open dial ogue over the course
of the |last year as we worked cl osely
with PHDC, Good Shepherd Medi ati on,
Community Legal Services, the
Phi | adel phia Bar Associ ation, and our PAA
menbers on continuing to inprove this
programto hel p | andl ords recoup
out st andi ng bal ances whil e preventing
housi ng instability in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

This cross col |l aboration has
|l ed to several programmatic changes, a
| andl ord |iaison being hired, $30 mllion
of local rental assistance funds being
made avail able, as well as the final
version of the |egislation you see before
you t oday.
Whil e we believe the

Rei nvest nent Fund's i ndependent anal ysis
of this program woul d have been hel pf ul
in crafting other anmendnents to this

| egi slation, this cross collaboration has
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the commtnent fromall parties to
continue to fix the ongoi ng chal |l enges of
the current eviction diversion program
t hrough regul ations. This comm t nent
wi Il ensure that the Pennsylvania
Apart nment Associ ation, tenant advocates,
and ot her appropri ate stakehol ders can
continue to work together in a productive
manner on a programthat finds
equi libriumfor both |[andlords and
t enant s.

We hope in the future to reduce
the tineline of nmediation, which has been
one of the biggest chall enges for
| andl ords across the City, create a post
filing programand vol unteer nodel, while
I ncentivizing the programfor all
parties. Qur intent is to also assist in
streamining the process that ensures the
proactive engagenent by both the |andlord
and tenant and working with both the Gty
and courts and all other appropriate
st akehol ders.

|"d Ii ke to thank Council nenber
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Gymfor her commtnent to these
anendnents found in this final version,
and we're commtting to work wwth the
Cty, the courts, and other stakehol ders,
I ncl udi ng PHDC, Good Shepherd Medi ati on,
Community Legal Services, Phil adel phia
Bar Associ ation on what the future of
this diversion program| ooks Iike for
both tenants and | andl ords across the
Cty of Phil adel phi a.

Thank you for the opportunity
to testify today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you so nuch for your testinony. W
appreciate it.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
Is Lynn Landes, comenting on 220425.

( Speaker approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. LANDES: Good norning. |I'm
Lynn Landes, founder of the WId Foodi es
of Philly, an educational group of over
6, 200 nenbers dedicated to teaching the

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




Stat ed Meeting 35
10/ 13/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - PUBLI C COVMENT
public about wld plants and their uses.
| strongly support Council nenber Bass's
resolution to i nplenent and enforce Bill
No. 200425, the Heal thy Qutdoor Spaces
bill, which seeks to m nimze pesticide
use on public | ands.

It is the job of Gty Council
to pass laws, and it has every right to
expect that its laws wll be enforced.

It is not the right of any adm nistration
to pick and choose which laws it prefers
to enforce, but for the Admnistration to
not enforce this lawis particularly

di sturbing, as pesticide use has been
associated with disabilities of the body
and brain, including autism ADHD, and

ot her neurol ogical conditions that are

pl agui ng our society today.

Ctizens have the right to wal k
on public lands and parks with their
friends, famly, and pets wth confidence
that they are not being exposed to toxic
chemcals in the parks. Qur parks were

first established to protect water
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quality, not pollute it. Please support
this resolution to enforce HB 200425, the
Heal t hy Qut door Spaces bill.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony. W
appreciate it.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Ogbonna Hagi ns, commenting on 200533.

( Speaker approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: (Good
nor ni ng.

MR HAGNS. Geat norning to
you. M/ nane is Ogbonna Hagins, a
|ifelong resident of Philadelphia. |[|'ve
seen a lot of things in ny years here in
Phi | adel phia. |1'mgoing to be speaking
about the Resol ution 200533, a resol ution
calling for Contast Spectacor to
reconsider the namng rights agreenent
with Wells Fargo based on the history of
unet hi cal banki ng practices.

So rather than putting its

custoners first, they built and sustai ned
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a cross-selling program where the bank
and many of its enpl oyees serves
t hensel ves, which is a violation of basic
et hi cs of banking, including key norns of
trust.

But in this very body, there
are inplications of unethical things
going on. One of those is as it relates
to ward | eaders. W have Council nenbers
who are Council menbers and they're al so
ward | eaders. And it's not illegal, but
It's sonmething that's not ethical about
that. And so |I'masking that as a
Counci | person, you consi der what your job
Is as a Council person and howit's a
conflict of interest if you're a ward
| eader as well as a Council person.

So the ward | eader's
responsibility includes recruiting
comm ttee people for open seats, raising
funds, and endorsing candi dates. So
I magi ne this: Soneone wants to run for
office and they have to go to the

Counci | person who is a ward | eader to
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talk to them about running possibly for
their seat. So there's just sonething
that's just not right about that, as well
as sone ot her things.

So, yeah, | agree with, you
know, getting wth Contast and not
all owng themto have the nam ng rights,
but | also agree that this body should
consi der what their nunber one focus
should be, and that's being a
Counci | person. And by being a
Counci | person and a ward | eader and bei ng
I nvolved in other things, it just doesn't
| ook right and it's not the best thing
for the City of Phil adel phi a.

And | speak to people all over
the City every day, and one of the
reasons why many of our citizens don't
vote is because they see our politicians
as being unethical. So if we want to get
nore invol venent and nore engagenent by
t he peopl e, because the Constitution says
we, the people, in order to forma nore

perfect union. If we want to get nore
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peopl e i nvol ved, be honorabl e.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony. W
appreciate it.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I's Warren Bl oom comenting on 200533.

( Speaker approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: (Good
nor ni ng.

MR. BLOOM  Good norning. |
wanted to address the sane bill that
M. Ogbonna Hagi ns just spoke on. After
| ooki ng at this docket, | want to
relinquish my tinme right now and I'1|
address another matter |ater.

Thank you agai n.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her speakers on the public comment
| ist.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, M. Decker.
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That concl udes our public
comment for today. W wll now consider
the bills and resolutions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endar.

| would ask M. Decker, please
read the title of Resolution No. 220818.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zing the Conm ssi oner of Public
Property to execute and deliver to the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent Authority
deeds conveying fee sinple title to
certain Gty-owned lots or pieces of
ground with the buildings and
| nprovenents thereon situate in the Fifth
Council manic District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones for a
not i on.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. | nove for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. It has been noved and

seconded that the resolution be adopt ed.
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Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Decker, please read the
title of Resolution No. 220822.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zing the Comm ssi oner of Public
Property to execute and deliver to the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent Aut hority
deeds conveying fee sinple title to 239
North Paxon Street, 5804 Hazel Avenue in
the Third Councilmanic District of the
Cty of Philadel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Gaut hi er .

COUNCI LWMOVAN GAUTHI ER:  Thank
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you, Council President. | nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Decker, please read the
title of Resolution No. 220823.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 759, 761, 763, 773, 779, and
783 Pallas Street and 4041 Canbri dge
Street located in the 3rd Council manic
District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.
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The Chair again recognizes
Counci | woman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Council President. | nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Decker, please read the
title of Bill No. 220655.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anendi ng Chapter 9-800 of The
Phi | adel phia Code, entitled "Landl ord and

Tenant," to nodify requirenents and

aut hori zations related to the Cty's
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residential eviction diversion program
I ncl udi ng associ ated changes to the
| andl ord and tenant relationship, and to
make techni cal changes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
bill having been read on two different
days, the question nowis shall the bill
pass finally.

M. Decker, call the -- oh, |'m
sorry. I'msorry. Councilwonman
Gaut hi er, are you okay?

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:  Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: |
saw her.

You got to cut that off when
she fini shes speaking.

Al right. Councilwoman Gym

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you so
much, Council President, and thank you,
col | eagues, for allowng ne to nake j ust
a few remarks ahead of this vote, and |
made sone of these remarks in our Housing
Committee but wanted to share it with the

br oader Council.

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




Stat ed Meeting 45
10/ 13/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

For the past two years, our
city has adm nistered a successful and
accl ai ned eviction diversion program and
we've built a coll aborative network
anongst City agenci es, housing advocates,
and our Municipal Court systemthat has
been a |ifesaver for thousands of
Phi | adel phi ans and has al so been a nodel
of hope and action in dire tines.

In the past two years, our city
has dramatically reduced evictions in
what was once the fourth highest evicting
city in the nation. Not only do we
receive praise fromthe Wite House, the
U.S. Departnent of Justice, and the U S
Departnent of Treasury, but diversion
prograns |i ke ours have now been adopted
In at |least 180 jurisdictions across 36
st at es.

| want to thank the testifiers
who cane in today, our partners at
Community Legal Services, the Urban
League, and the Pennsyl vani a Apart nent

Associ ation, which shows how i nportant
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t he col | aboration has been. And | think
that they spoke to the dramatic success
of the program that not only has the
program hel ped reach a huge majority of
fol ks who go through the diversion
process actually cone out wth an option
ot her than an eviction, the reduction in
court wait tinmes from al nost 90 days down
to 30 days and, nost inportantly, that
this Council has continued -- this
Counci |l body, ny coll eagues under this
Adm ni stration, has continued to invest
in this work.

The al location | ast year of
$45 million in local funding for a
targeted diversion rental assistance
programw || ensure that this program
continues to be a nodel for the nation
and one of the nost successful prograns
to neet a crisis that we have seen.

But the primary thing that |
wanted to say today is that our city has
so often been the | ocus of so many

probl enms, so nuch pain, and so nuch
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grief. W have seen harnful systens
per petuated not by evil intent but by the
failure to commt to seeing options and
alternatives and the conplicated ways in
whi ch those options and alternatives have
t o happen.

You don't actually start with
the noney first. W started with the
comm tnent to one another. W had a
vi sion that housing had to be a human
right, that we had to tal k about how
housi ng was central to the stability of
famlies, that this idea of a hone is
essential to maternal health. It is
essential to kids staying in their
schools. It's about single parents being
able to hold onto jobs. It's about
stability that allows a comunity to
flourish.

That was the comm tnent that we
made to one another that we stuck
toget her, we figured out problens because
of it, and we are still commtted to

figuring out problens, which are
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I nevitable to becone -- that are going to
be com ng our way.

But the biggest thing is is
t hat when our city faces so nmany
probl ens, we can also be the | ocus for
the greatest solutions; that when we take
t hese problens on, when we actually
commit to one another, when we have a
vi sion of where we want to go, when we
center housing as a human right, when we
center the justice of children and
famlies and conmmunities in our city,
then actually we have the sol utions not
only for ourselves but for the rest of
t he nati on.

Thi s program was borne out of
crisis, but out of it we cane up with
sonething that will stabilize and indeed
we hope lead to a nore prosperous and
stabl e and healthy and safe city for
ever ybody.

| want to thank ny coll eagues
for sticking wwth this, especially ny

sponsors who stayed with this fromthe
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very begi nni ng, Council nenbers Gaut hi er,
Brooks, and Thomas, and all ny col |l eagues
on this Council body for continuing to
| nvest.

Thank you very much, Council
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci | woman.

M. Decker, you want to start
over.

This bill having been read on
two different days, the question nowis
shall the bill pass finally.

M. Decker, please call the

roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | worman
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

CHI EF CLERK: Counci |l nan
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.

CHI EF CLERK: Counci | worman
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Aye.
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CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman

G | nore Ri chardson.

O Neill.

Squi |l | a.

Thonas.

d arke.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council woman Gym
COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man On.
COUNCI LMAN OH: Nay.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nan

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nan

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council President

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Aye.
The ayes are 10; the nays are

one. A mgjority of nenbers present

voting in the affirmative, the bill
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passes.

M. Decker, do you have any
addi ti onal resolutions?

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
honoring and congratul ati ng Chanpi on of
t he Week, Jayda Pugliese, for receiving a
prestigious fellowship fromthe Lowell
M1 ken Center for Unsung Heroes, for her
exenpl ary work as an educator in and
out si de of the classroom introduced
t oday by Council man Thonmas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci |l man Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank you,
Counci|l President. | nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
recogni zi ng and honori ng Dannon G een for
his docunentary film"The Executioners:
W Al Had a Chance," which tells the
story of Marvin "Toochie" Gordon's and
Frank Taylor's gym The Executioners, and
the inpact that it had on the |lives of
young Bl ack nen growng up in
Phi | adel phi a, introduced today by
Counci | man Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President and col | eagues.

There are over 41 boxing gyns
in the Gty of Philadel phia producing
amat eur and professional fighters
t hr oughout the world, to the point that
Phi | adel phia has a reputation for
produci ng Phil adel phia fighters. They're
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usual |y tougher, and they can take a
beati ng and keep on ticking and keep
com ng back for nore.

But this particul ar docunentary
by M. Geen is inportant. It talks
about a gymat 61st and Vine in the
Fourth District, and it's called The
Executioners. | know this because for
one week | boxed at that gym and then |
realized | could not fight and | changed
pr of essi ons.

On the front of that gym was
three words: Pain, msery, and
suffering. And when | wal ked in, |
asked, well, why do they put that up
t here?

They said, they want to rem nd
you that's what you're going to get when
you cone in here.

But nore than just show ng
peopl e how to fight, they showed boxers
how to |ive.

A lot of these young nen that

cane in that ring were bound for bad
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t hi ngs and found a way to work out their
frustrations, aggressions in a positive
way. And a |lot of them never got to
real i ze chanpi onship belts, but a | ot of
t hem went on to becone postnen, bus
drivers, and not "w |l the defendant
pl ease rise."

So this was an inportant era
for Phil adel phia fighters for the Wst
Phi | adel phia community, and we thank
t hose existing boxing clubs that are
still putting in that work and thank them
for steering not only nmen but wonen in a
positive direction. And we want to
support them nore than ever to be proud
of seeing Philadel phia fighters go on to
great heights, winning belts, w nning
chanpi onshi ps but, nore inportantly,
showi ng how to be good nen and wonen in
t he worl d.

Thank you, M. President, and |
nmove for the adoption.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.
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(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. [It's been noved and properly
seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

Counci |l man Jones, | just wanted
to bring note to the great boxing
program -- you referenced boxing -- that
Captain Akil fromthe 22nd Police
District had where he bl ocks off 17th
Street, has those young nen and wonen out
there | earning a boxing skill but, nore
I nportantly, |earning how to work
together, learning to be good nen and
wonen in the community. So you're
absolutely right. Thank you.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
recogni zi ng and t hanki ng Phil adel phi a
Performng Arts, A String Theory Charter
School for reaching out and enrolling
di spl aced children i npacted by the war in
Ukr ai ne, introduced today by Council man
Oh.

| nt roduced today by Council man
Oh, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Oh.

COUNCI LMAN OH: Thank you. |
nove for the adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
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ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her resolutions on the Final Passage
Cal endar, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very nmnuch.

That concl udes our Cal endar for
t oday.

And are there any speeches on
behal f of the mnority?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Speeches on behalf of the majority?

The Chair recogni zes Counci | man
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
again, M. President and coll eagues.

Many people know the atrocities
during the Second Worl d War where peopl e
were in concentration canps and deali ng
wi th that abuse, but also the nedical
experinents that were conducted upon

them A lot of people know about the
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Tuskegee experinents done to over 300
African Anericans introduced to syphilis
and gi ven placebos and allowed to
deteriorate m nd and body and to go
t hrough that and not know why you are
being ill.

But you don't have to go that
far to Germany or other places in Europe.
You don't have to go that far to down
South. You can go right up State Road to
Hol mesburg Prison where during the '70s,
up to the '70s, people were being
experinmented on. African Anericans were
bei ng experinented on for a dollar a day.

So | was talking to an
I ndi vi dual when we were going to appl aud
the Mayor and the Adm nistration for
maki ng this apol ogy froman incident that
started 40 years ago, and they said,
wel |, why woul d you apol ogi ze now?
Because you cannot begin the healing
until you acknow edge the wong. And |
wanted to bring that here to this

Council, because it wasn't our
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responsibility, but they were our
constituents. And to say that a w ong
done then, if we acknow edge it, can
prevent a wong done now and in the
future.

Dr. Ala Stanford during the
COVI D peri od showed the disparities
bet ween Bl ack and brown communities and
this di sease and how t hey were bei ng
treated, how they were being dealt wth,
how t hey were being vacci nated and
brought it to our attention.

So it is inportant, and | thank
the Mayor and his Adm nistration for
stepping up to the plate and saying we're
sorry on behalf of the Cty, and we are
t oday al so apol ogi zi ng on behal f of
Counci | .

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci |l man.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Ch.

COUNCI LMAN OH: Thank you,
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Counci | President.

First, let nme concur with ny
col | eague Counci |l menber Curtis Jones and
also join in thanking the Mayor and
Counci | man Jones. W shoul d al ways
recogni ze the wong that was done,
atrocity, atrocious, horrible thing that
was done. W cannot apol ogi ze enough,
and as any elected official or elected
body, we shoul d recogni ze, apol ogi ze, and
apol ogi ze agai n, anything el se we can do.

| wanted to just recognize the
three police officers serving our city
from SWAT who were serving a warrant in
the norning and in that process were shot
and are now in the hospital.

We've all seen just horrendous
vi deos of nurders, execution style
murders in the Cty. Soneone has to
enforce the law. Soneone has to get
t hose nmurderers off the street. They are
killing people indiscrimnately,
wantonly. And these SWAT officers went

In to arrest a suspect, and as they are
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in the hospital, | just want to shout out
to their famlies and their fellow
officers and all of our Cty enpl oyees
and our city as a whole that they are in
our prayers for a conplete and full
recovery. W thank themfor their
service and their continuing sacrifice.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Councilman. Thank you.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Gym

COUNCI LMOVAN GYM  Thank you
very much, Council President.

This week a report was rel eased
showi ng dranmatic potential consequences
for Phil adel phia's students fromthe
state's new graduation requirenents,
which will be going into effect this year
after nultiple postponenents.

The report, which is fromthe
Phi | adel phi a Educati onal Research
Consortium and | ed by Research for Action
and the School District's Ofice of
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Research and Evaluations, is taking a
| ook at how many young people would
actually qualify for graduation under
t hese new requirenents.

Before | talk a little bit
about it, | want to enphasize, first and
forenost, that the Commonweal th of
Pennsyl vani a has continued tine and tine
again to fail our young people, that
every student in this District should be
equi pped with the tools they need to find
success in their professional and in
their personal life, but we are down to
skeletal levels of staffing.

We are at unconstitutional
underfunding fromthe state | egislature
despite the fact that there are billions
of dollars in the state's, quote/unquote,
Rai ny Day Fund, and the privatization and
austerity that was advanced for years by
t he School Reform Conm ssion have nade
this year a year when these young peopl e
face trenendous consequences, one in

whi ch those consequences have been
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perpetuated on themfor years by entities
t hat have the responsibility and the
constitutional duty to foll ow through.

But nonet heless, a third of our
Phi | adel phia students are eligible for
graduation with high enough test scores
under these new rules, and a najority of
our students woul d need significant
addi ti onal support or new alternative
pat hs, |ike work experience.

The risk of not graduating a
huge proportion of our students this year
wll fall disproportionately -- the risk
of not graduating will fall
di sproportionately on students of col or,
on | owincone students, on inm grant
students, and on special education
students. W cannot accept that they
will be casualties of an adm nistrative
change in the code. W know that a high
school diploma inpacts well being and
weal th over an entire lifetine.

Phi | adel phi a students are

capable, they are worthy of a quality
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education, and they are absolutely as
worthy of a quality education as their
peers in wealthier suburbs. It is our
responsibility and our duty to ensure
that the inplenentation of these new
requi renents do not | ock out a generation
of Phil adel phia students from reaching
their full potential, nor should this
cl ass of seniors and graduates be forced
to bear the brunt and the
responsibilities for the failings of our
educational systemall across the board.

We nust al so refuse to accept
that countl ess students graduate from our
school systemw thout the skills and
knowl edge that they deserve.

Every one of us has a stake in
this issue - students, parents,
educators, business |eaders, civic
officials, and anyone who is invested in
the future of this city.

So | would like to work and |I'm
| ooking forward to working with our

Educati on Commttee Chair, Chairman
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Thomas, and the nenbers of the Education
Commttee to ensure a few things.

One, standardi zed tests |ike
t he Keystone Exans cannot be used
punitively. U S. Secretary of Education
M guel Cardona has been explicit in
telling states that we do not test to
punish. W test to learn. W test for
many di fferent things, but we do not test
to punish, and schools nust continue to
support student recovery fromthis
pandem c.

Two, the District nust have a
pl an i nmedi ately to help every junior and
seni or understand what their path is to
graduati on begi nni ng today, if not
yest erday, but begi nning today, and
provi de any needed support to ensure that
all of our juniors and seniors will reach
the finish |ine on graduation.

This is a massive task, and it
IS not up to the School District
t hensel ves. A nunber of our young people

will need to neet their graduation
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requi renents through job experience.
That is the responsibility of our City
Council, this body, and we are going to
need to push as hard as we can, because
honestly we are at this stage because we
have waited far too |ong for this.

The state | egislature, No. 3,
cannot shirk responsibility for this
crisis of their own nmaki ng. They nust
fund our schools. It is very critical.
W don't need to go into it for too |ong,
but we are very clear that you can't
graduate from cl asses when our teachers
are not being funded, when required
cl asses are not being delivered.

| was at one el enentary school
in our city that was m ssing a second
grade teacher, a fourth grade teacher, a
fifth grade teacher, a nurse, and a
counselor. The fourth week of school
they did not have any of those teachers
full time in their building.

So we will not hold our

children responsi ble for our failures,
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and we shoul d be working to support them
fromthe nonent they enter this system
t hr ough adul t hood.

And, finally, we have to
prioritize and address the underlying
| nequi ti es between communities and
schools. The report rel eased today
denonstrates over and over and over again
that we can create pockets of excellence
In our city. That is not hard. W can
create pockets of excellence for
anyt hi ng - heal thcare, housing, schools -
but what our failure has been is to deal
with the stark inequities that punish
young children of color, Black and brown
students, |owincone students, inm grant
students, and speci al education students
the nost, and that is the unacceptabl e
part, that the inpact of this
I npl enentation is not even, it is not
fair, and it wll not equally determ ne
who is qualified to graduate in the Gty
of Phil adel phia. That is what nust be

unaccept abl e.
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So it is possible that these
requi renents nmay be yet agai n postponed,
but | do not believe that we shoul d
post pone the outcone in perpetuity in the
sense of what our children need and
deserve. This needs to be a wake-up call
for all of us to actually ensure that we
are giving our kids what they actually
deserve in their education, in their
life, and for every graduate of our
school to have the tools that they need
to succeed and thrive.

| also want to just take a
brief nmonment to talk about sonething that
| argely went outside of nost people's
radar, which was our responsibility, and
t hat was our Juvenile Justice Services
Center.

| f we [ ook at what is happening
across our city and the violence that is
occurring, particularly anong young
peopl e, particularly the pain that we see
when we've got 14-year-olds in our

juvenile justice systemor young children
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of that age being charged as adults for
crinmes that are unspeakabl e agai nst
I ndi vidual s and our city. But the
problens -- and, again, | wll say, the
solutions wll be found in our Juvenile
Justice Services Center.

We had a crisis and continue to
have a crisis where nore than 4,000 young
peopl e go through the Juvenile Justice
Services Center each and every year, and
that i s an unacceptabl e nunber for all of
us, but on this particular tine, that
particular institution is deeply
overcrowded. The individuals there are
wor ki ng round the clock on a tine
schedule that | don't think any of us in
this roomcould be expected to sustain
for any lengthy period of tine, but they
are dedicated to the young peopl e who
cone through there. They are dedi cated
to saving lives each and every day for
every young person who wal ks in there and
to tell every young person who wal ks in

there that this is not the worst day of
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their life -- or they wwll not be judged
by the worst day of their life. They
wi Il be given the tools that they need to
survi ve.

So | just wanted to take a
nmonent to thank our Majority Leader Jones
for | eading the charge for ny coll eagues,
Counci | menbers Gauthier, Glnore
Ri chardson, Thonas, and many others, as
well as our state partners who are
relentless in trying to provide relief,
support, and help, and yet again to hold
the state accountable for its failures to
do what it was supposed to do, which was
to bring these young people into the care
of the state, to give themthe treatnent
that they were required to be giving
them and to ensure that our city is a
saf er place because our young people, who
will come honme to us, wll be cared for
at the tine when they need it the nost in
their young lives.

So it was an honor to continue

that work. Crisis has naybe been

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




Stat ed Meeting 71
10/ 13/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10/ 13/ 22 - STATED - SPEECHES
slightly abated, but certainly is not
over, and | know that we will be in
partnership to figure out sol utions.

But, again, | encourage this
body to understand that the Juvenile
Justice Services Center and the
I ndi vi dual s who are deeply comm tted,

i ncluding the famlies, caretakers,

Def enders Associ ation, and our city team
who is there round the clock, we can find
solutions there, as we found solutions to
ot her places, but the commtnent has to
be there, and there is a trenendous
amount of work that has yet to be done.

Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci | woman.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci |l wonman G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
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you. Thank you, Council President.

First, | just wanted to start
by payi ng homage to fornmer Council nenbers
Bl ondel | Reynol ds Brown, Tasco, G een,
and our current colleague Council menber
O Neill, who has always taught us the
| nportance of being involved and engaged
Wi th organizations |ike NLC and
Denocratic Municipal Oficials that
really allowed for cross coll aboration
with col | eagues who, |ike us, are serving
I n positions as elected officials across
the country.

| al so wanted to thank
Presi dent Biden and Sincere Harris for ny
appoi ntnent to the Local Governnent
Advi sory Committee for the United States
EPA, where | was chosen by ny col |l eagues
to serve as the Vice Chair for the
Envi ronnmental Justice Conmttee.

And t hrough that work on the
Local Governnent Advisory Conmittee, we
find out about a pl ethora of

opportunities for nunicipalities Iike
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Phi | adel phia, and | found out several
nont hs ago during our budget season about
an opportunity that we should apply for
here in the Cty of Philadel phia via the
School District which would help us to
address |l ead renmediation in schools, in
childcare facilities and work with the
School District to ensure that
application was processed. And it was
announced on Cctober 11th, earlier this
week, that the School District of
Phi | adel phi a was awarded a nearly
$5 mllion grant to assist in their work
to update drinking facilities and reduce
| ead in drinking water across school s,
and Phi | adel phia was only one of three
awardees in that category, and we al so
recei ved the highest grant anount of any
city in the United States of Anerica.

So | amthrilled that this

grant will continue to help the School
District do their work around conversion
to |l ead-free water fountains, which was
work that started in this body and "1
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take it all the way back to 2012, when
Counci | renber Bl ondel |l Reynol ds Brown
started her work on |l ead renmediation in
Phi | adel phia Cty Council and
Counci | renber Gym i ntroduced | egi sl ation
back in 2016 to specifically work on this
matt er around addressing lead in our
wat er fountains in our schools.

So this $5 mllion will go a
very long way to ensure that the School
District can continue their work but
really accelerate the work around
installing nore | ead-free hydration
stations in all of our schools and for
all 200,000 of our young peopl e.

So | wanted to highlight that
as good news for the Gty of Philadel phia
for this week.

And, lastly, | wanted to give a
personal thank you, a very personal thank
you, to soneone that so many of us worked
with in Gty governnent, G Lamar Stewart
fromthe District Attorney's Ofice. |I'm

eternally grateful for his selfless,
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hunbl e, servant style of |eadership. And
| also want to thank Connie Gier, the
princi pal of WAagner School, and all of ny
col | eagues who | spoke with,
Counci | renber Bass who | spoke with
yesterday and Representative Darisha
Par ker, also Captain Massey of the 35th
Police District, for all of their
st eadf ast and robust support of the
famly of Jerem ah, the 13-year-old who
was shot and killed earlier this week,
also ny famly.

So | just want to thank you all
so very nuch for your support, for your
| ove, but particularly to G Lamar
Stewart who stood with us yesterday in
order to assist with the next steps. So
| just wanted to give hima personal
t hank you, and thank you to each and
every one of you for always being there
and supporting our famlies when the tine
I S needed.

Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you. Thank you, Council woman.

There being no additional
speeches on behalf of the mnority and
the majority, the Chair recognizes
Councilman Squilla for a notion to
adj ourn.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | offer a notion to
adj ourn the neeting and whatever else |
was supposed to say.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
20t h, Cctober the 20th.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: | nove
that Council stand adjourned until
Thur sday, October 20th at 10:00 a. m

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. It's been noved and seconded
t hat Council stand adjourned until
Thur sday, October 20th, 2022 at 10:00
a. m

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.
Thank you all very nuch.
Agai n, pl ease be safe.
(Stated Meeting adjourned at
11:39 a. m)
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CERTI FI CATE
| HEREBY CERTI FY that the
proceedi ngs, evidence and objections are
contained fully and accurately in the
st enogr aphi ¢ notes taken by ne upon the
foregoing matter, and that this is a true and

correct transcript of sane.

M CHELE L. MJURPHY
RPR- Not ary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcript does not apply to any reproduction
of the sane by any neans, unless under the
direct control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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