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2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

3     morning, everyone.

4               (Good morning.)

5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

6     is the beginning of a great day.

7               We have established a quorum.

8     I'd ask all guests and visitors to please

9     retire behind the rail.  The members have

10     taken their seat, and we will get

11     started.

12               To give our invocation this

13     morning, the Chair recognizes the

14     Reverend Jose A. Diaz-Martinez of Christ

15     Church and St. Ambrose Episcopal Church.

16     He is here today as the guest of

17     Councilwoman Quinones-Sanchez.

18               I'd ask all guests and visitors

19     to please rise.

20               REVEREND DIAZ-MARTINEZ:  Buenos

21     dias.

22               (Buenos dias.)

23               REVEREND DIAZ-MARTINEZ:  Good

24     morning.

25               (Good morning.)
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2               REVEREND DIAZ-MARTINEZ:  The

3     Lord be with you.

4               (And also with you.)

5               REVEREND DIAZ-MARTINEZ:  Let us

6     pray.

7               Heavenly Father, in your word

8     you have given us a mission of that holy

9     city through which the nation of the

10     (unintelligible) glory.  Behold and

11     visit, we pray that cities of the earth,

12     especially the City of Philadelphia.

13               Renew the times of good to our

14     regard which for our city life send us

15     honest and able leaders.  Enable us to

16     eliminate poverty, prejudice, and

17     oppression; that these may prevail with

18     righteousness and justice with others;

19     and that men and women from the different

20     cultures and with the different talents

21     may find with one another the fulfillment

22     of the humanity.

23               Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

24               (Reverend Diaz-Martinez

25     speaking in Spanish.)
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2               REVEREND DIAZ-MARTINEZ:  Amen.

3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4     Thank you so much, Pastor.

5               (Council at ease.)

6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7     Thank you very much.

8               Before we start, I would ask if

9     anyone has an electronic device that

10     rings, buzzes or does whatever, that

11     makes noise, I would ask that you please

12     turn it off or turn it on silent.  We

13     appreciate your cooperation.

14               The next order of business is

15     the approval of the Journal of the

16     meeting of Thursday, June 12th, 2014.

17               The Chair recognizes Councilman

18     Greenlee.

19               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

20     you, Mr. President.  I move that the

21     Journal of the meeting of Thursday, June

22     12th, 2014 be approved.

23               (Duly seconded.)

24               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25     Thank you.  It has been moved and
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2     properly seconded that the Journal of the

3     meeting of Thursday, June 12th, 2014

4     stand approved.

5               All those in favor?

6               (Aye.)

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8     Those opposed?

9               (No response.)

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

11     ayes have it, and the Journal is

12     approved.

13               The next order of business is

14     requests for leaves of absence, and the

15     Chair recognizes Councilman Curtis Jones.

16               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

17     Mr. President.  On behalf of the

18     majority, there are no requests for

19     leaves of absence today.

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21     Thank you.

22               You all will understand why I'm

23     smiling in a moment.  We're going to

24     recognize a very special guest today.

25               The Chair recognizes Councilman
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2     Brian O'Neill.

3               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Thank you,

4     Mr. President.  On behalf of the

5     republicans, there are no requests for

6     leave of absence.

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8     Thank you, sir.

9               At this time, I would like to

10     recognize -- I want to recognize

11     Councilman Jones.  Let's get the

12     introductions.

13               COUNCILMAN JONES:  We are

14     pleased and proud to have a lot of guests

15     observing us in action today, Judge

16     Dumas, President Judge Kevin Dougherty,

17     but one that I've met several years ago.

18     The President of Erie's City Council is

19     here with us today and I'd like to

20     introduce Councilman Curtis Jones, Jr.

21               (Applause.)

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23     Thank you so much, Councilman.

24               And, Council President, one

25     Council President to another, thank you
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2     so much.  We really appreciate you being

3     here, and I'd love to get an opportunity

4     to come to one of your sessions.  Thank

5     you so much.

6               At this time, I'd like to

7     recognize Councilman Oh.

8               COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you very

9     much, Council President.  I too would

10     like to just recognize that in our

11     audience today are three veterans, Chris

12     Diaz, who is President of the Drexel

13     University Veterans Club, 800 members,

14     Navy Corpsman who served with the

15     Marines; Bob Wagner, former Captain with

16     the Special Forces; and Dave Henderson,

17     Captain who served three tours, two in

18     Iraq and one in Afghanistan, here to

19     observe and also to support the veterans

20     VA hearing that we'll have over the

21     summer.

22               Thank you very much.

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24     Thank you.

25               I ask them to stand up.  Just
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2     kind of raise your hand.

3     Congratulations.

4               (Applause.)

5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

6     Thank you so much for your service.

7               The Chair recognizes

8     Councilwoman Blackwell.

9               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

10     you, Mr. President.  Today I'd like to

11     welcome to Council Mr. Edwin Goff, Board

12     of Directors, as well as students from

13     the Cobbs Creek Community Environmental

14     Education Center.  They are here with us

15     today.

16               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17     Please stand.

18               (Applause.)

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20     Thank you and welcome.  Thank you for

21     being here today.

22               We have no other recognitions.

23     At this time, I would just like to

24     dispense with the regular order of

25     business and I would like to welcome
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2     everyone here today.  I want to thank you

3     for coming down to witness your local

4     government in action.  We really

5     appreciate the fact that you took time

6     out of your day to come down to see us.

7     We hope that today is a pleasurable

8     experience, so much so that you want to

9     come back again.  So, again, thank you

10     very much, and have a good time today.

11               At this time, the Chair

12     recognizes Councilman Kenney, who will

13     present a resolution honoring the

14     students and teachers of Academy at

15     Palumbo School.  Would Dr. Adrienne

16     Wallace Chew and those accompanying her

17     please join the Councilman at the podium.

18               And joining Councilman Kenney,

19     we have Councilwoman Blondell Reynolds

20     Brown and I believe Councilman Squilla.

21               COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Thank you,

22     Mr. President.  This is a resolution

23     honoring the students and teachers of

24     Academy of Palumbo High School in South

25     Philadelphia for their achievements in



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

10

1        6/19/14 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

2     winning one of five prizes in Samsung's

3     nationwide Solve for Tomorrow contest

4     which includes $140,000 in new technology

5     for their school.

6               (Applause.)

7               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Whereas,

8     Academy at Palumbo is a School District

9     magnet high school located in South

10     Philadelphia whose mission includes

11     raising the aspirations of each student,

12     developing universally applicable problem

13     solving techniques, acquiring

14     technological skills and instilling a

15     life-long passion for learning that

16     includes a rich cultural arts experience;

17     and

18               Whereas, earlier this year,

19     teachers Klint Kanopka and Susan Lee put

20     together a team of 15 students to compete

21     in Samsung's nationwide Solve for

22     Tomorrow contest.  Samsung created the

23     contest to raise awareness and interest

24     in schools across the country in the

25     areas of, we know, Science, Technology,
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2     Engineering and Math, also known as STEM;

3               Whereas, the Palumbo team used

4     local crime data to create an algorithm

5     to map out the safest route from one

6     location to another, and specifically the

7     safest routes to their school.  The team

8     gave values to streets surrounding their

9     school on the level 1 to 5, with streets

10     with recent crime reports rated higher,

11     or more dangerous.  The students also

12     completed a survey of all students to

13     determine where the students come from,

14     and how much of their commute is spent

15     walking.  The data and subsequent

16     algorithm can be used by students and all

17     Philadelphians to find the safest routes

18     for them to take them throughout South

19     Philadelphia; and

20               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Whereas,

21     on Tuesday, March 25th, 2014, with much

22     elation and excitement, the students

23     learned that their project was chosen as

24     one of the five winners out of more than

25     2,300 schools participating throughout
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2     the country; and

3               Whereas, led by school

4     principal Dr. Adrienne Wallace Chew and

5     teachers Lee and Kanopka, the Palumbo

6     team included students from all high

7     school grades, 9 to 12.  The team members

8     are:  Aigner Andrews, Jason Barr, Eva

9     Biegalski, Emmanuel Cruz, Yagouda Diallo,

10     Steven Geiger, Tuong Lam, Lydia Le,

11     Kimberly Ly, Tarzan MacMood, Tiffany Ng,

12     Deanna Polsz, Van Sam, Amy Tran, Quyen

13     Truong, Alex Wallace, Diyaaldeen

14     Whitaker, Emmanuel Williams and Ming Wu.

15               I hope I did some of them

16     right.

17               And whereas, accomplishments

18     like this further illustrate just how

19     exceptional our young people can be when

20     given the necessary tools and direction.

21     We need to continue to highlight our many

22     successes as we make sure we give every

23     student in our school exactly what they

24     need to succeed; now, therefore

25               COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Be it
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2     resolved, by the Council of the City of

3     Philadelphia, that Council does hereby

4     honor and commend the students and

5     teachers of Academy at Palumbo High

6     School in South Philadelphia for their

7     achievements in winning one of five

8     prizes in Samsung's nationwide Solve for

9     Tomorrow contest which includes $140,000

10     in new technology for their school.

11               Further resolved, that an

12     engrossed copy of this resolution be

13     presented to Principal Dr. Adrienne

14     Wallace Chew, Ms. Susan Lee, Mr. Klint

15     Kanopka and the Academy at Palumbo Solve

16     for Tomorrow team as evidence of the

17     sincere sentiments of this legislative

18     body.

19               Congratulations and thanks for

20     your hard work.

21               (Applause.)

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

23     the Chair recognizes Dr. Chew for

24     remarks.

25               UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I'd like
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2     to thank the Council for recognizing our

3     students for their achievements, and I'd

4     also like to thank my students to

5     continuing to achieve in spite of the

6     best wishes of the State of Pennsylvania.

7               (Applause.)

8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9     Thank you.

10               Council will be at ease.

11               (Council at ease.)

12               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13     Thank you.  Thank you so much.

14               At this time, the Chair

15     recognizes Councilman Johnson, who will

16     present a resolution honoring the

17     Honorable Abram Frank Reynolds.  Would

18     Judge Reynolds and those accompanying him

19     please join the Councilman at the podium.

20               And joining Councilman Johnson,

21     we have Councilwoman Marian Tasco and

22     also Councilman Denny O'Brien and

23     Councilwoman Cindy Bass.

24               Folks, can I ask you to hold

25     your voices down a little bit, please.
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2     Thank you.

3               And Councilman Jones and

4     Councilwoman Quinones-Sanchez will also

5     join the Councilman.

6               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Dr. Martin

7     Luther King, Jr. once said life's most

8     persistent question is what are you doing

9     for others.

10               As I reflect upon my path in

11     life, I think about how I grew up in the

12     streets of Point Breeze, South

13     Philadelphia, graduated from Edward Bok

14     High School, went on to Mansfield

15     University where I received my degrees in

16     criminal justice, dual minors in

17     philosophy and sociology, decided to come

18     back to the City of Philadelphia to serve

19     my community by attending the University

20     of Pennsylvania Fels Center of Government

21     and also had the opportunity to go on to

22     Harvard Business School where I

23     participated in a non-profit leadership

24     program for non-profit leadership and

25     board management, had the great
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2     opportunity to work for a state Senator

3     and decided to run for state

4     Representative and answered the call to

5     come back home to my City of

6     Philadelphia, becoming the first African

7     American Councilman representing the 2nd

8     Councilmanic District of Philadelphia.

9     And when I think about my experiences

10     that I normally share with my young

11     people, I have to think about my

12     experience and the path that have gotten

13     me to this point in life, and I think

14     about a gentleman who I've met on this

15     path who offered some stern words of

16     encouragement, some stern words of advice

17     that helped me become the young man who I

18     am today, and that gentleman is the

19     Honorable Frank Reynolds, judge of the

20     Family Court, who I wanted to take time

21     out of my busy schedule to acknowledge

22     him for his advocacy and his work with

23     dealing with juveniles, steering our

24     young people on the right path and

25     allowing them to have a clear
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2     understanding that if they make smart

3     decisions and smart choices, they can

4     also have a career such as a Councilman

5     Kenyatta Johnson, born and raised in

6     South Philadelphia.

7               And so at this time, I wanted

8     to sincerely show him that I appreciate

9     those encouraging words that he has

10     offered me as a juvenile to kind of put

11     me on the path and in some cases probably

12     even save my life when we look at the

13     issue of youth gun violence being the

14     number one killer of African American

15     young men.  And so I want to sincerely

16     take this time and thank my colleagues

17     for being here as well as Judge Dougherty

18     as well as Judge Lori Dumas and also my

19     good friend, Mr. Benny Price.

20               Honoring, recognizing and

21     commending the Honorable Abram Frank

22     Reynolds for his efforts to promote

23     justice, adequate representation, and

24     healthy development for youth.

25               Whereas, Judge Reynolds began
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2     practicing law in Philadelphia 30 years

3     ago as an assistant public defender.  He

4     was appointed to the Philadelphia Court

5     of Common Pleas in 1986.  In 1992, Judge

6     Reynolds became the first state

7     supervising judge to be appointed by the

8     Pennsylvania Supreme Court; and

9               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Whereas,

10     for seventeen years, Judge Reynolds

11     served the City of Philadelphia as a

12     Family Court judge and Administrative

13     judge of the Philadelphia Family Court.

14     Judge Reynolds' hands-on leadership of

15     the Juvenile Court from 2000 to 2003

16     served as a national model; and

17               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Whereas,

18     during his tenure, he instructed young

19     attorneys entering the courtroom on the

20     importance of proper court procedures and

21     preparation.  At least 507 young

22     assistant district attorneys reaped the

23     benefit of Judge Reynolds' direction.

24     Over the course of his career, Judge

25     Reynolds remained in Family Court; he was
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2     unwilling to accept an appointment to a

3     more prestigious office; and

4               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Whereas,

5     Judge Reynolds enlisted in the military

6     in 1959.  He served our country on active

7     duty on several tours between 1959 and

8     1965.  Judge Reynolds was a briefing

9     specialist at Langley Air Force Base with

10     the Air Command unit until 1959, a highly

11     decorated reconnaissance unit; and

12               COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Whereas,

13     throughout his career, his Honor has

14     inspired youth to achieve.  Judge

15     Reynolds is a certified tennis teaching

16     professional in a tennis program that

17     provided over 100 scholarships and

18     produced five American Tennis Association

19     National Championships; and

20               COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Whereas,

21     Judge Reynolds is a recipient of

22     Pennsylvania's Outstanding Judicial

23     Leadership Award in 2003 from the

24     Juvenile Court Judges' Commission and the

25     Philadelphia Bar Association's Thurgood
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2     Marshall Award.  Judge Reynolds founded

3     the National Conference of Black Lawyers

4     in Philadelphia.  In 2006, he earned his

5     LLM degree at Temple's Beasley School of

6     Law; now, therefore

7               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Resolved,

8     by the Council of the City of

9     Philadelphia, that we hereby honor,

10     recognize and commend Judge Abram Frank

11     Reynolds for his efforts to promote youth

12     development, representation, and justice.

13               Further resolved, that an

14     engrossed copy of this resolution be

15     presented to Judge Abram Frank Reynolds

16     as evidence of the sincere sentiment of

17     this legislative body.

18               And on behalf of the members of

19     City Council, Your Honor, I'd like to

20     officially present you this citation.

21               (Applause.)

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

23     Chair recognizes Judge Reynolds for

24     remarks.

25               JUDGE REYNOLDS:  Ladies and
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2     gentlemen, I want to thank you all for

3     lending me the most important packages of

4     my life.  It was great raising your

5     children.

6               Thank you.

7               (Applause.)

8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9     Thank you.

10               Council will be at ease.

11               (Council at ease.)

12               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13     Thank you very much.  Before we proceed,

14     I'd like to recognize a good friend of

15     ours and thank him for continuing to

16     provide a safe and secure environment.

17     I'd like to recognize our good sheriff,

18     Sheriff Jewell Williams.  How are you,

19     sir?

20               (Applause.)

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22     Thank you for being here.  I feel much

23     safer.

24               At this time, the Chair

25     recognizes Councilwoman Blackwell, who
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2     will present a resolution honoring Marq

3     Temple.  Would Mr. Temple and those

4     accompanying him please join the

5     Councilwoman at the podium.

6               And joining Councilwoman

7     Blackwell, we have Councilwoman Cindy

8     Bass.

9               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Julius

10     Hayes, come on up.  All of those with

11     Marq, we want to come forward.  We

12     weren't letting you out.  We had a pastor

13     of Bible Way.  We're glad to have Pastor

14     Damone Jones and all of those renowned

15     leaders who are here with their

16     individual organizations and their titles

17     and their leadership roles in the

18     community.  Thank you all.  I'm going to

19     let Marq figure out how he's going to

20     introduce all these folks.

21               Resolution honoring and

22     recognizing Marq Temple for his

23     leadership and lifelong dedication to the

24     children and youth in Philadelphia on the

25     occasion of his retirement after 33 years
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2     of service to the Philadelphia Department

3     of Human Services.

4               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Whereas,

5     Marq Temple was born and raised in the

6     Strawberry Mansion Section of North

7     Philadelphia; and

8               Whereas, Mr. Temple, after

9     graduating from Cardinal Dougherty High

10     School in Philadelphia, went on to

11     receive a Bachelor's Degree in Sociology

12     from Howard University in Washington, DC

13     and returned to Philadelphia to

14     successfully obtain his Master of Social

15     Work Degree from Temple University; and

16               Whereas, Mr. Temple was united

17     in marriage to his wife Darlene and is

18     the proud parent of two daughters, Autumn

19     and Jada, and proud grandparent of two

20     grandsons, Devon and Jalen; and

21               Whereas, in 1981, Mr. Temple

22     began his career with Philadelphia's

23     Department of Human Services as a Youth

24     Counselor; and

25               Whereas, Mr. Temple's passion,
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2     drive and commitment to Philadelphia's

3     youth help him ascend through the ranks

4     from a Youth Counselor at the

5     Philadelphia Youth Study Center to

6     Executive Director of the Philadelphia

7     Youth Study Center, where he oversaw the

8     daily operation of the City's juvenile

9     detention facility; and

10               Whereas, during his career,

11     Mr. Temple has met and interacted with

12     many people, but none more important to

13     him than his late mentor, former

14     Executive Director of the Philadelphia

15     Youth Study Center, Clarence D. Holmes,

16     Sr.; and

17               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:

18     Whereas, during his career, Mr. Temple

19     played a pivotal role in the Youth Study

20     Center becoming the first ACA accredited

21     facility in Pennsylvania.  More

22     importantly, Mr. Temple oversaw the

23     successful relocation of Philadelphia's

24     Youth Study Center from its old location

25     at 2020 Pennsylvania Avenue to a state of
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2     the art Juvenile Justice Services Center

3     in West Philadelphia; and

4               Whereas, Mr. Temple is proud to

5     say that he has committed his entire

6     working adult life to the betterment of

7     Philadelphia's youth through his 33 years

8     of service with the Philadelphia's

9     Department of Human Services; and

10               Whereas, Mr. Temple has served

11     thousands of youngsters through his

12     career and continues to make Philadelphia

13     a better place through his affiliations

14     with the Pennsylvania Chapter of the

15     National Association of Blacks in

16     Criminal Justice, the Juvenile Detention

17     Center's Association of Pennsylvania, the

18     FBI's Citizen's Academy, the Philadelphia

19     Chapter of Concerned Black Men, Inc. and

20     Hiram Lodge No. 5; and

21               Whereas, Mr. Temple believes

22     that, quote, "if given an opportunity, it

23     is our duty and responsibility to make a

24     positive impact on a young person's life;

25     for in this work some kids get arrested,
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2     and some get rescued, we must be there to

3     lift and guide them back on the right

4     track," end of quote.

5               Therefore, be it resolved, that

6     the Council of the City of Philadelphia,

7     hereby honors and recognizes Marq Temple

8     for his leadership and lifelong

9     dedication to the children and youth of

10     Philadelphia on this occasion of his

11     retirement after 33 years of service to

12     the Philadelphia Department of Human

13     Services.

14               Further resolved, that an

15     engrossed copy of this resolution be

16     presented as a sincere expression of City

17     Council's appreciation and recognition.

18     And we certify that this is a true and

19     correct copy of the original resolution,

20     adopted by the Council of the City of

21     Philadelphia on June 5th, 2014, and we

22     are proud, Cindy and I, to have been able

23     to introduce this on behalf of the

24     President and that each and every member

25     of City Council was proud to sponsor it.
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2               Thank you.

3               (Applause.)

4               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

5     Chair recognizes Mr. Temple for remarks.

6               MR. TEMPLE:  Wow.  Thirty-three

7     years is a long time and doing a lot of

8     stuff.

9               Thank you, Mr. President and

10     the members of this body.  It's an honor

11     to be here.  As you see, I have a lot of

12     folks with me.  And one in particular is

13     my -- this is my oldest aunt.

14               (Applause.)

15               MR. TEMPLE:  She's 96.

16               (Applause.)

17               MR. TEMPLE:  And this is her

18     first time in City Council.

19               So some other folks have told

20     me that this is their first time here, so

21     I'm very pleased that I had the

22     opportunity to get them here to see our

23     folks in action, as the President said.

24               So I have a lot of folks here.

25     I have my wife, my children, and Pastor
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2     Damone.  Damone was at the Youth Study

3     Center, came when I started.  He wasn't a

4     pastor then.  He's been ordained during

5     that period of time.

6               And my brother.  You know my

7     brother dearly, and all my friends.  I'm

8     very humbled to be here to receive this.

9     Not to be longwinded, but our children,

10     as they said, is the reason for our work.

11     So many times you don't understand it

12     until it happens, until you see it.

13               At the Center where when I was

14     growing up in North Philly when most of

15     my brother's friends were at the Youth

16     Study Center, we had a good time.  The

17     streets were a little safer.  So I got an

18     opportunity to work with those folks.  To

19     make it even more challenging is when you

20     get a kid that you're leaving work at 4

21     o'clock or 10 o'clock at night and a kid

22     comes with a plastic bag and you ask him,

23     Why are you here?

24               And he says, I have nowhere to

25     go.  So they came back there.
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2               Or a kid that tells you, I lost

3     my mother.  I lost my mother and father

4     on the same day, that the father was

5     abusive and killed the mother, and the

6     police came and took the father.  This is

7     what a young daughter said to me.  So she

8     lost both her parents on the same day.

9               Or a kid that says, Mr. Temple,

10     if you -- you want to help me?  You have

11     to go back to my birth.

12               These are the kids that were

13     coming through the Center.  These were

14     the challenges that we had to deal with,

15     at least for me in the last 33 years.

16               And then there's the remarkable

17     ones where I didn't tell the young lady

18     to come, but she came to the Center one

19     day and she's smiling in my face, and

20     she's with a group of students that are

21     touring from Temple, and she's smiling

22     like I'm supposed to know her.  And then

23     when she tells me her name, I'm like, Oh,

24     my God.  She did a 360.  Here she is

25     graduating from Temple with a social work
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2     degree and she was one of my first social

3     work clients at the Youth Study Center,

4     and now she's going on to get her

5     Master's Degree.

6               So there are a lot of successes

7     that we do, a lot of folks that we touch

8     through the years that make it

9     worthwhile.

10               So I am very humbled and very

11     honored to get this recognition.  It's

12     been challenging, and I'm quite sure that

13     there's a lot more work to do, because

14     the struggle continues, and all these

15     folks behind me are the folks that make

16     it happen.  They're friends of mine,

17     they're family members, but they all care

18     for our children.

19               So thank everyone for coming

20     and supporting me, and thank my dear

21     Councilwoman.

22               (Applause.)

23               MR. TEMPLE:  And my

24     Councilwoman and Mr. President.  Thank

25     you very much.
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2               (Applause.)

3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4     Council will be at ease.

5               (Council at ease.)

6               COUNCILMAN JONES:  At this

7     time, the Chair recognizes Councilman

8     Squilla, who will present a resolution

9     honoring the Constitution High School

10     Boys Basketball Team.  Would Coach Robert

11     Moore and those accompanying him join the

12     Councilman at the podium.

13               Also joining Councilman Squilla

14     is Councilman Kenney.  According to

15     record, not known for his basketball

16     prowess.

17               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  It's

18     almost afternoon, so we'll get started

19     here.  We have a great opportunity to

20     recognize a great high school basketball

21     team that this is not only their first

22     championship that they have received, but

23     it's a very good job done by this school

24     and by the coach and the players.

25               So honoring and congratulating
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2     the Constitution High School's Boys

3     Basketball Team, The Generals, on winning

4     their 2014 PIAA AA State Championship and

5     District 12 City Title for the AA

6     classification.

7               Whereas, The Generals, led by

8     Head Coach Robert Moore, named AP Coach

9     of the Year in Pennsylvania, finished

10     with a record of 28 and 5;

11               COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Whereas,

12     the Varsity Basketball Program at

13     Constitution High School was started only

14     a mere 5 years ago and the team has

15     advanced to the state playoffs every year

16     of their existence winning 114 games each

17     in that period and two state

18     championships over the last three years.

19     They won 3 City Titles in four years and

20     1 Public League Championship in 2012;

21               Whereas, The Generals defeated

22     West Catholic to win the District 12

23     Championship and went on to defeat Seton

24     LaSalle to win the PIAA AA at the Giant

25     Center in Hershey, PA 61 to 59; and
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2               Whereas, The Generals were led

3     by Juniors Ahmad Gilbert, named 1st Team

4     All Public League by the coaches, A

5     Division 1 MVP, 1st Team All City, 1st

6     Team All Public League by the

7     Philadelphia Daily News, Associated Press

8     1st Team All State and AP Player of the

9     Year for Pennsylvania, and Kimar

10     Williams, named 1st Team All Public

11     League by the coaches, 2nd Team All City,

12     1st Team All Public League by the

13     Philadelphia Daily News and Associated

14     Press 1st First Team All State;

15               Whereas, based on their past

16     performance, it is safe to assume that

17     The Generals from Constitution High

18     School Boys Basketball Team will only get

19     better with time; now, therefore, be it

20               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Be it

21     resolved, by the Council of the City of

22     Philadelphia, that we hereby congratulate

23     the Constitution High School Boys

24     Basketball Team on winning the 2014 PIAA

25     State AA Championship and the District 12



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

34

1        6/19/14 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

2     AA Championship.

3               Further resolved, that a

4     engrossed copy of this resolution be

5     presented to the Constitution High School

6     Boys Basketball Team as further evidence

7     of the sincere sentiment of this

8     legislative body.

9               Congratulations.

10               (Applause.)

11               COUNCILMAN JONES:  The Chair

12     recognizes Coach Moore for remarks.

13               MR. JORDAN:  I'm not used to

14     this, but thank you.  My name is Isaiah

15     Jordan.  I'm a player for Constitution.

16               I'd like to thank the Chairman

17     for giving us this award, the District 12

18     Chairman for always being by our side;

19     the coaches who helped us not only mold

20     as young men, but also will help us with

21     our future in becoming men; our parents,

22     and everybody for just recognizing us.

23     It's a small school, and knowing even

24     though we're small, we can still do

25     things.
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2               Thank you.

3               (Applause.)

4               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Council will

5     be at ease.

6               UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I just

7     wanted to thank everybody in the City,

8     City Council especially, for continuing

9     to make sure that athletics stay viable

10     and the School District continue to

11     support Philadelphia School District

12     schools like Constitution High School,

13     small magnet schools where kids like

14     Isaiah and our other students get an

15     opportunity to get the best education

16     possible, go on to college and become

17     future leaders of our great city.

18               (Applause.)

19               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Council will

20     be at ease.

21               (Council at ease.)

22               COUNCILMAN JONES:  The next

23     order of business is communications.  The

24     Chair requests that the Sergeant-At-Arms

25     deliver the messages from the Mayor to
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2     the Chief Clerk.

3               The Chief Clerk will read the

4     messages from the Mayor.

5               CHIEF CLERK:  To the President

6     and members of the Council of the City of

7     Philadelphia, I am pleased to advise you

8     that on June 12, 2014, I signed the

9     following bills which were passed by

10     Council at its session on June 12, 2014:

11     Bill Nos. 140383, 140409, 140410, and

12     140489; and that on June 17, 2014, I

13     signed the remaining bills that were

14     passed by Council at its session on June

15     5, 2014.

16               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17     Thank you, Mr. Decker.  Do you have any

18     other communications in your possession?

19               CHIEF CLERK:  I have none,

20     Mr. President.

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22     Thank you very much.

23               The next order of business is

24     the introduction of bills and

25     resolutions, and the Chair recognizes
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2     Councilman Kenney.

3               COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Thank you,

4     Mr. President.  On behalf of myself,

5     Councilperson Blackwell, Tasco, Reynolds

6     Brown, Sanchez, and Bass, I offer one

7     resolution.

8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9     Thank you, Councilman.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  A privileged

11     resolution authorizing the Committee on

12     Finance to hold public hearings into the

13     possible investment of City Funds and

14     Pensions Funds with the Pax Ellevate

15     Global Women's Index Fund and other

16     similar entities that support and promote

17     gender diversity in the board room and in

18     company management.

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20     Thank you.  That resolution will be on

21     this week's Final Passage Calendar.

22               And the Chair recognizes

23     Councilwoman Blackwell.

24               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

25     you, Mr. President.  Today I introduce
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2     two bills on my behalf and a resolution

3     on your behalf.

4               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5     Thank you, Councilwoman.

6               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

7     you.

8               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

9     amending Section 5 of an Ordinance (Bill

10     No. 130079), approved May 8, 2013,

11     entitled "An ordinance authorizing 39th

12     and Sansom Streets Corporation trading as

13     Cavanaugh's Leprechaun to construct, own

14     and maintain an open-air sidewalk cafe at

15     119 South 39th Street," to extend the

16     time for compliance with certain terms of

17     the ordinance.

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

19     bill will be referred to committee.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  And an ordinance

21     authorizing Brandywine Cira South to

22     construct, own and maintain various

23     right-of-way encroachments at 2930

24     Chestnut Street.

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That
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2     bill will be referred to committee.

3               CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

4     resolution authorizing City Council's

5     Committee on Education to hold hearings

6     to examine the potential benefits of

7     establishing a program, entitled

8     "School-Based Family Services," through

9     which the Philadelphia School District's

10     schools would function as

11     neighborhood-based community hubs.

12               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

13     that resolution will be on today's Final

14     Passage Calendar.

15               The Chair recognizes Councilman

16     Greenlee.

17               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

18     you, Mr. President.  On your behalf, I

19     offer three resolutions.

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21     Thank you, Councilman.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  A non-privileged

23     resolution authorizing the Commissioner

24     of Public Property to execute and deliver

25     to the Philadelphia Redevelopment
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2     Authority, without consideration, deeds

3     conveying conditional fee simple title to

4     certain City-owned lots or pieces of

5     ground with the buildings and

6     improvements thereon, situate in the

7     Forty-Seventh Ward of the City of

8     Philadelphia.

9               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

10     resolution will be on next week's Final

11     Passage Calendar.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  And a

13     non-privileged resolution authorizing the

14     Commissioner of Public Property to

15     execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

16     Redevelopment Authority, without

17     consideration, deeds conveying

18     conditional fee simple title to certain

19     City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

20     the buildings and improvements thereon,

21     situate in the Thirty-Second Ward of the

22     City of Philadelphia.

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

24     resolution will be on next week's Final

25     Passage Calendar.
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2               CHIEF CLERK:  And a

3     non-privileged resolution authorizing the

4     Commissioner of Public Property to

5     execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

6     Redevelopment Authority, without

7     consideration, deeds conveying

8     conditional fee simple title to certain

9     City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

10     the buildings and improvements thereon,

11     situate in the Twenty-Ninth and

12     Forty-Seventh Wards of the City of

13     Philadelphia.

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

15     that resolution will also be on next

16     week's Final Passage Calendar.

17               And the Chair recognizes

18     Councilwoman Tasco.

19               COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:

20     Mr. President, I have no bills or

21     resolutions today.

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23     Thank you, Councilwoman.

24               The Chair recognizes Councilman

25     Johnson.
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2               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

3     Mr. President.  I have one non-privileged

4     resolution.

5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

6     Thank you, Councilman.

7               CHIEF CLERK:  A non-privileged

8     resolution authorizing the Commissioner

9     of Public Property to execute and deliver

10     to the Philadelphia Redevelopment

11     Authority, without consideration, deeds

12     conveying conditional fee simple title to

13     certain City-owned lots or pieces of

14     ground with the buildings and

15     improvements thereon, situate in the

16     Forty-Eighth Ward of the City of

17     Philadelphia.

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19     Thank you.  That resolution will be heard

20     on the next session of Council.

21               The Chair recognizes

22     Councilwoman Quinones-Sanchez.

23               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

24     you, Mr. President.  I offer two bills.

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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2     Thank you, Councilwoman.

3               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

4     amending Title 19 of The Philadelphia

5     Code, entitled "Finance, Taxes and

6     Collections," Chapter 1600, entitled

7     "Water and Sewer Rates," by providing for

8     installment payment agreements.

9               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

10     bill will be referred to the appropriate

11     committee.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  And an ordinance

13     amending Title 4 of The Philadelphia

14     Code, entitled "The Philadelphia Building

15     Construction and Occupancy Code," Subcode

16     A (The Philadelphia Administrative Code)

17     and Subcode PM (The Philadelphia Property

18     Maintenance Code), by amending

19     requirements applicable to vacant

20     premises.

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

22     that bill will also be referred to

23     committee.

24               The Chair recognizes Councilman

25     O'Brien.
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2               COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Thank you,

3     Mr. President.  I have two privileged

4     resolutions today.

5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

6     Thank you, Councilman.

7               CHIEF CLERK:  A privileged

8     resolution honoring the life and mourning

9     the loss of Lewis Katz.

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

11     resolution will be on this week's Final

12     Passage Calendar.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

14     resolution authorizing Council's

15     Committee on Public Safety to hold public

16     hearings examining the need for a

17     strategic plan for prescription drug

18     boxes throughout the City of Philadelphia

19     to take back expired, unused or unwanted

20     prescriptions and the effect these boxes

21     will have on the battle against

22     prescription drug misuse.

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

24     will also be on this week's Final Passage

25     Calendar.
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2               The Chair recognizes Councilman

3     Goode.

4               COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Thank you,

5     Mr. President.  I offer one resolution on

6     your behalf.

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8     Thank you, Councilman.

9               CHIEF CLERK:  A privileged

10     resolution authorizing City Council's

11     Committee on Fiscal Stability and

12     Intergovernmental Cooperation to hold

13     hearings to examine the potential

14     benefits of establishing a fiscal

15     oversight entity for the School District

16     of Philadelphia.

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

18     will be on this week's Final Passage

19     Calendar.

20               And the Chair recognizes

21     Councilwoman Reynolds Brown.

22               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,

23     Mr. President.  I offer one bill, three

24     resolutions, two of which are privileged,

25     one is non-privileged, and I'd like to
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2     ask to speak on the bill.

3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4     Thank you, Councilwoman.

5               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

6     authorizing and approving the execution

7     and delivery of a Service Agreement

8     between the City of Philadelphia and the

9     Philadelphia Authority for Industrial

10     Development relating to the financing of

11     additional operating funds for the School

12     District for Fiscal Year 2015 only,

13     approving the issuance by the

14     Philadelphia Authority for Industrial

15     Development of bonds, notes or other

16     evidences of indebtedness in one or more

17     series, to finance such additional

18     operating funds; and authorizing and

19     approving the obligation of the City of

20     Philadelphia to pay in full when due the

21     Service Fee and other amounts payable

22     under the Service Agreement.

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

24     bill will be referred to the appropriate

25     committee.
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2               CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

3     resolution authorizing the Committee on

4     Education to conduct public hearings to

5     examine the status, growth, achievement,

6     and policies of Charter Schools

7     throughout the City of Philadelphia.

8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

9     resolution will be on this week's Final

10     Passage Calendar.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

12     resolution congratulating and honoring

13     Soledad Alfaro-Allah for being named

14     Philadelphia's Youth Poet Laureate.

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

16     will also be on this week's Final Passage

17     Calendar.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  And a

19     non-privileged resolution urging the

20     United States Congress to support the

21     re-designation of the railroad station

22     located at 2955 Market Street, commonly

23     known as "30th Street Station," to the

24     "William H. Gray III 30th Street

25     Station."
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2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3     Councilwoman, do you want to ask for a

4     suspension for that particular

5     resolution?

6               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Do not,

7     Mr. President.  I want to hold that until

8     the fall.

9               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10     Okay.  Great.  So that will be on our

11     next session of Council.

12               And the Chair recognizes

13     Councilwoman Brown.

14               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,

15     Mr. President.  I beg for my colleagues'

16     indulgence as I speak on the number one

17     issue facing the City of Philadelphia.

18               I thank you to you and my

19     colleagues for the early morning

20     conference calls, the late night evening

21     meetings, continuous feedback in a very

22     fluid environment to continuously do what

23     is essential and necessary to put

24     students first.

25               The funding package I introduce
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2     today is the result of what I call

3     shuttle diplomacy in a continuously fluid

4     environment.

5               I make no mistake, while we are

6     16 individual members, collectively,

7     collectively under the leadership of

8     Chairman of the Education Committee,

9     Jannie Blackwell, we share one singular

10     goal, to give our students the education

11     that they are entitled to as a

12     fundamental right of this city.

13               Your quote, Mr. President,

14     Council has been singularly focused on

15     securing appropriate resources for our

16     schools from the state.

17               The bill introduced today

18     authorizes an additional borrowing of

19     funds by the Philadelphia Authority for

20     Industrial Development, on behalf of the

21     City, which will result in an additional

22     $30 million going to the School District.

23     The 30 million is intended to support the

24     School District operating budget for

25     Fiscal Year '15.  Understand still that
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2     the 27 million authorized in Bill No.

3     140512, which Council will approve today,

4     is for Fiscal Year 2014.

5               The state legislation that

6     authorized the City to extend the 1

7     percent sales tax will provide that the

8     first 120 million in proceeds each year

9     go to the School District.  Any

10     additional proceeds are to be used for

11     our city's pension fund obligations.

12               For the first four fiscal

13     years, the first 15 million of the City's

14     share will be used to pay debt service

15     incurred by the City for the benefit of

16     the School District.  Therefore, it's

17     anticipated that the City will cover the

18     $30 million contribution through the

19     sales tax proceeds.

20               To you, Mr. President, thank

21     you again for your leadership.  There is

22     no question that you have been a strong

23     and steady voice advocating for the

24     School District of Philadelphia for it to

25     use the tools and resources available.
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2     We trust that the School District will

3     follow through with plans to sell the

4     vacant buildings that they've been

5     authorized to sell and then work with

6     Councilmembers who have an interest in

7     those sales of those buildings.

8               To be clear, today's funding

9     package does not release the Commonwealth

10     of Pennsylvania from meeting its state

11     constitutional obligation.  We also want

12     listeners to know that we're not giving

13     up on our request from Harrisburg to give

14     us the authority to add the $2 per pack

15     cigarettes.  Your regular checks to

16     Harrisburg with members of your staff are

17     not to be unnoticed by members of this

18     Council as you continue to focus on the

19     number one issue facing this city.

20               To Mr. Wolf, you should know

21     that Philadelphia is not alone in our

22     outrage over Governor Corbett's cuts to

23     public education.  Sharon Ward, Director

24     of the Pennsylvania Budget and Policy

25     Center, stated, and I quote,
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2     "Pennsylvanians are worried that our

3     schools are in crisis.  Across the

4     Commonwealth, schools have had to

5     increase class size, cut full day

6     kindergarten, music and the arts, all

7     changes that the public doesn't like and

8     would be willing to pay for to avoid

9     them."

10               Further, eight in ten, or 77

11     percent, of voters are concerned about

12     cuts in funding for public education in

13     Pennsylvania, with nearly half of all

14     voters at 48 percent concerned as well.

15     And when you look at women, the concern

16     is even greater.  Eighty-five percent are

17     concerned and 55 percent are very

18     concerned.

19               So to Mr. Wolf we say the

20     Commonwealth deserves more.  Our students

21     deserve more when it comes to the funding

22     of public education.

23               In closing, let the record show

24     for the fourth year, City Council is

25     stepping up to the plate to deliver



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

53

1       6/19/14 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

2     additional needed funding to support our

3     schools.  We know that the success today

4     is 1,000 percent linked to the success of

5     this city for decades to come.  We also

6     know that education is the single best

7     weapon to reduce crime and poverty while

8     we grow our economy.

9               In closing, I'll quote again

10     Vice President Joe Biden who said it well

11     and I think captures what this debate is

12     all about:  "Don't tell me what you

13     value.  Show me your budget and I'll tell

14     you what you value."

15               Today's funding, additional

16     funding package, illustrates that once

17     again City Council is standing firmly on

18     the side of the next generation of

19     leaders.

20               Thank you, Mr. President.

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22     Thank you, Councilwoman, for your --

23               (Applause.)

24               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25     Thank you, along with all members of
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2     Council, for your continued support for

3     the very important thing called an

4     education for the young people of the

5     City of Philadelphia.

6               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:

7     Mr. President, we should underscore that.

8     All members of Philadelphia City Council.

9     Thank you.

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11     You're welcome.

12               And the Chair recognizes

13     Councilman Jones.

14               COUNCILMAN JONES:  One

15     resolution today, Mr. President.

16               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17     Thank you, Councilman.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  A privileged

19     resolution authorizing hearings to be

20     conducted by the Committee on Parks,

21     Recreation and Cultural Affairs to

22     investigate methods to enhance new and

23     emerging local artists' access to locally

24     subsidized arts, entertainment, and

25     cultural venues in Philadelphia.
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2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

3     that resolution will be on this week's

4     Final Passage Calendar.

5               The Chair recognizes Councilman

6     O'Neill.

7               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:

8     Mr. President, I offer one bill.  Thank

9     you.

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11     Thank you, Councilman.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

13     amending Section 9-213 of The

14     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Farmers'

15     Markets," by adding the corner of Byberry

16     Road and Barbary Road, in the parking lot

17     of the Third Reformed Presbyterian

18     Church, as a permissible location.

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

20     bill will be referred to the appropriate

21     committee.

22               The Chair recognizes Councilman

23     Squilla.

24               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

25     Mr. President.  Today I offer one bill
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2     and one non-privileged resolution.  I

3     wish to be recognized after the title of

4     the resolution is read for a motion.

5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

6     Thank you, Councilman.

7               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

8     amending Section 9-407 of The

9     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Tour

10     Passenger Carriers," by eliminating a

11     Tour Passenger Loading Zone on the west

12     side of 12th Street between Market and

13     Filbert Streets.

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

15     bill will be referred to committee.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  And a

17     non-privileged resolution also naming

18     Walnut Street between 5th Street and 6th

19     Street to "World Heritage Way."

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

21     that will be on this week's Final Passage

22     Calendar.

23               The Chair recognizes --

24               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

25     Mr. President.  I move that the rules of
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2     Council be suspended to permit

3     consideration of the resolution on

4     today's Final Passage Calendar.

5               (Duly seconded.)

6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

7     been moved and properly seconded that the

8     rules be suspended to allow final passage

9     on today's Calendar.

10               All those in favor?

11               (Aye.)

12               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13     Those opposed?

14               (No response.)

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

16     ayes have it, and the resolution just

17     read will be on today's Final Passage

18     Calendar.

19               Thank you, Councilman.

20               The Chair recognizes

21     Councilwoman Bass.

22               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

23     Mr. President.  I offer two resolutions,

24     one privileged, one non-privileged.

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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2     Thank you, Councilwoman.

3               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  A privileged

5     resolution authorizing the Joint

6     Committees on Streets and Services and

7     the Environment to hold hearings on the

8     feasibility of and benefits to the City

9     of residential food waste recycling

10     including its impact on environmental

11     quality, hunger prevention, economic

12     savings and job creation.

13               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

14     resolution will be on this week's Final

15     Passage Calendar.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  And a

17     non-privileged resolution authorizing the

18     Commissioner of Public Property to

19     execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

20     Redevelopment Authority, without

21     consideration, deeds conveying

22     conditional fee simple title to certain

23     City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

24     the buildings and improvements thereon,

25     situate in the Eleventh Ward of the City
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2     of Philadelphia.

3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

4     will be on the next session calendar.

5               The Chair recognizes Councilman

6     Oh.

7               COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you,

8     Mr. President.  I offer one

9     non-privileged resolution.  I'd also like

10     to be recognized for a motion after the

11     title is read.

12               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13     Thank you.

14               COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  A non-privileged

16     resolution condemning actions of the

17     terrorists who kidnapped three Israeli

18     teenagers.

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

20     Chair recognizes Councilman Oh.

21               COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you,

22     Mr. President.  I have a motion that the

23     rules be suspended so that the resolution

24     may be considered on today's Final

25     Passage Calendar.  And a copy of the
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2     resolution has been distributed to all

3     members of Council.

4               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Do I

5     get a second?

6               (Duly seconded.)

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

8     been moved and properly seconded that the

9     rules be suspended to allow reading on

10     today's Final Passage Calendar.

11               All those in favor?

12               (Aye.)

13               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14     Those opposed?

15               (No response.)

16               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

17     ayes have it, and that resolution will be

18     on this week's Final Passage Calendar.

19               That concludes our introduction

20     of bills and resolutions, and the next

21     order of business is reports from

22     committee.

23               And the Chair recognizes

24     Councilman Jones for a report from the

25     Committee of the Whole.
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2               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

3     Mr. President.  The Committee of the

4     Whole reports nine resolutions with a

5     favorable recommendation.

6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7     Thank you, Councilman.

8               Mr. Decker, please read that

9     report.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  To the President

11     and members of the Council of the City of

12     Philadelphia, the Committee of the Whole,

13     to which was referred Resolution No.

14     140525, entitled "A resolution approving

15     the appointment of Asia Coney as a member

16     of the Board of the Philadelphia Housing

17     Authority"; and

18               Resolution No. 140526, entitled

19     "A resolution approving the appointment

20     of Ethel M. Wise as a member of the Board

21     of the Philadelphia Housing Authority";

22     and

23               Resolution No. 140549, entitled

24     "A resolution appointing Jania Daniels to

25     the Board of Directors for the Germantown
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2     Special Services District"; and

3               Resolution No. 140550, entitled

4     "A resolution appointing Dennis S.

5     Pickeral to the Board of Directors for

6     the Germantown Special Services

7     District"; and

8               Resolution No. 140551, entitled

9     "A resolution appointing Gwang Han to the

10     Board of Directors for the Germantown

11     Special Services District"; and

12               Resolution No. 140552, entitled

13     "A resolution appointing Justin

14     DiBerardinis to the Board of Directors

15     for the Germantown Special Services

16     District"; and

17               Resolution No. 140553, entitled

18     "A resolution appointing Kathleen N.

19     Paulmier to the Board of Directors for

20     the Germantown Special Services

21     District"; and

22               Resolution No. 140578, entitled

23     "A resolution approving the appointment

24     of Julia Danzy as a member of the Board

25     of the Philadelphia Housing Authority";
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2     and

3               Resolution No. 140592, entitled

4     "A resolution appointing Romulo L. Diaz,

5     Jr., to the Board of Directors for the

6     Center City District," respectfully

7     reports it has considered the same and

8     returns the attached resolutions to

9     Council with a favorable recommendation.

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11     Thank you.

12               The Chair again recognizes

13     Councilman Jones.

14               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

15     Mr. President.  I move that the rules of

16     Council be suspended so as to permit

17     consideration of Resolution Nos. 140525,

18     140526, 140549, 140550, 140551, 140552,

19     140553, 140578, and 140529 on today's

20     Final Passage Calendar.

21               (Duly seconded.)

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23     Thank you.  It has been moved and

24     properly seconded that the rules of

25     Council be suspended so as to permit
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2     first reading this day of Resolutions No.

3     140525, 140526, 140549, 140550, 140551,

4     140552, 140553, 140578, and 140592 on

5     today's Final Passage Calendar.

6               All those in favor say aye.

7               (Aye.)

8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9     Those opposed?

10               (No response.)

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

12     ayes have it, and these resolutions will

13     be placed on today's Final Passage

14     Calendar.

15               The Chair now recognizes

16     Councilman Greenlee for a report from the

17     Committee of Law and Government.

18               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

19     you, Mr. President.  The Committee on Law

20     and Government reports one bill and one

21     resolution with no recommendation.

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23     Thank you, Councilman.

24               Mr. Decker, please read that

25     report.
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2               CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on

3     Law and Government, to which was referred

4     Bill No. 140514, entitled "An ordinance

5     providing for the submission to the

6     qualified electors of the City of

7     Philadelphia of an amendment to Article

8     VIII, Chapter 5 of The Philadelphia Home

9     Rule Charter, entitled 'Referenda

10     Approved by the Voters,' by adding a new

11     section providing that the citizens of

12     Philadelphia call upon the Pennsylvania

13     General Assembly and the Governor to

14     abolish the School Reform Commission and

15     return local control of Philadelphia's

16     schools"; and

17               Resolution No. 140527, entitled

18     "A resolution submitting to the electors

19     of the City an amendment to Article VIII,

20     Chapter 5 of The Philadelphia Home Rule

21     Charter, entitled 'Referenda Approved by

22     the Voters,' by adding a new section

23     providing that the citizens of

24     Philadelphia call upon the Pennsylvania

25     General Assembly and the Governor to
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2     abolish the School Reform Commission and

3     return local control of Philadelphia

4     schools, as proposed by a petition filed

5     with the Council," respectfully reports

6     it has considered the same and returns

7     the attached bill and resolution to

8     Council with no recommendation.

9               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10     Thank you.

11               The Chair again recognizes

12     Councilman Greenlee.

13               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

14     you, Mr. President.  I move that the

15     rules of Council be suspended so as to

16     permit first reading this day of Bill No.

17     140514.

18               (Duly seconded.)

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20     Thank you.  It has been moved and

21     properly seconded that the rules of

22     Council be suspended so as to allow first

23     reading this day of Bill No. 140514.

24               All those in favor will say

25     aye.
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2               (Aye.)

3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4     Those opposed?

5               (No response.)

6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

7     ayes have it, and the bill will be placed

8     on our First Reading Calendar for today.

9     Resolution No. 140527 will be placed on

10     the Final Passage Calendar at our next

11     session of Council.

12               The Chair now recognizes

13     Councilman Henon for a report from the

14     Committee on Public Property and Public

15     Works.

16               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

17     Mr. President.  The Committee on Public

18     Property and Public Works reports two

19     bills out with a favorable

20     recommendation.

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22     Thank you, Councilman.

23               Mr. Decker, please read that

24     report.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on
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2     Public Property and Public Works, to

3     which was referred Bill No. 140515,

4     entitled "An ordinance amending Chapter

5     16-800 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

6     "Philadelphia Affordable Housing

7     Opportunity Zones," by designating the

8     Cecil B. Moore Housing Opportunity Zones

9     pursuant to the 1500 New Affordable

10     Housing Units Initiative"; and

11               Bill No. 140516, entitled "An

12     ordinance establishing a new Chapter of

13     The Philadelphia Code, entitled

14     "Philadelphia Affordable Workforce

15     Housing Opportunity Zones," authorizing

16     the designation of the City in whole or

17     in part as a Workforce Housing

18     Opportunity Zone; establishing

19     definitions; and authorizing disposition

20     of publicly-owned zone properties for

21     nominal consideration, all under certain

22     terms and conditions," respectfully

23     reports it has considered and amended the

24     same and returns the attached bills to

25     Council with a favorable recommendation.
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2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3     Thank you.

4               The Chair again recognizes

5     Councilman Henon.

6               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

7     Mr. President.  I move that the rules of

8     Council be suspended as to permit first

9     reading of those bills of this day.

10               (Duly seconded.)

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12     Thank you.  It has been moved and

13     properly seconded that the rules of

14     Council be suspended so as to permit

15     first reading this day of Bill No. 140515

16     and 140516.

17               All those in favor say aye.

18               (Aye.)

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20     Those opposed?

21               (No response.)

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

23     ayes have it, and these bills will be on

24     our First Reading Calendar for today.

25               That concludes our reports from
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2     committee, and the next order of business

3     is consideration of the Calendar.  I note

4     that all the bills just reported from

5     committee with suspension of the rules

6     will be placed on our First Reading

7     Calendar.  These bills will be placed on

8     the Second Reading and Final Passage

9     Calendar at our next session of Council.

10               Mr. Decker will please read any

11     other bills on our First Reading

12     Calendar.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Bill No. 140511,

14     entitled "An ordinance authorizing the

15     Bond Committee to sell bonds at public or

16     private negotiated sale, to provide funds

17     toward various capital municipal

18     purposes; providing for appropriations to

19     the Sinking Fund Commission for the

20     payment of such bonds; authorizing

21     agreements to provide credit or payment

22     or liquidity sources for the bonds in

23     connection with the issuance of the

24     bonds, and certain other actions;

25     providing for obtaining the consent of
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2     the electors to increasing the

3     indebtedness of the City; and fixing a

4     day and providing for arrangements for

5     holding the election for obtaining such

6     consent.

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

8     Chair agrees.  And this bill will be

9     placed on our Second Reading and Final

10     Passage at our next session of Council.

11               At this time, the Chair

12     recognizes Councilman Jones for the

13     purpose of a motion concerning the

14     resolutions on the Final Passage

15     Calendar.

16               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

17     Mr. President.  I move that the rules of

18     Council be suspended to permit the use of

19     a Consent Agenda to consider the

20     following resolutions on Final Passage

21     Calendar:  Resolutions No. 140580,

22     140581, 140582, 140583, 140584, 140585,

23     140586, 140587, 140590, and 140591.

24               (Duly seconded.)

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

72

1 6/19/14 - STATED - RES. ON RES. CONSENT AGENDA

2     Thank you.  It has been moved and

3     properly seconded that the rules of

4     Council be suspended so as to permit the

5     use of a Consent Agenda to consider the

6     resolutions just read by Councilman

7     Jones.

8               All those in favor say aye.

9               (Aye.)

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11     Those opposed?

12               (No response.)

13               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

14     ayes have it, and the motion carries and

15     we will now consider -- we will consider

16     the Consent Agenda shortly.

17               The Chair now again recognizes

18     Councilman Jones for a motion concerning

19     the bills on the Second Reading and Final

20     Passage Calendar.

21               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Again, thank

22     you, Mr. President.  I move that the

23     rules of Council be suspended to permit

24     the use of a Consent Agenda to consider

25     the following bills on Second Reading and



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

73

1 6/19/14 - STATED - BILLS ON BILL CONSENT AGENDA

2     Final Passage Calendars:  No. 140437-A,

3     140408-A, 140438-A, 140442-A, 140444-A,

4     140277, 140222, 140226, 140227, 140231,

5     140354, 140443, 140445, 130922, 130905,

6     140382, 140386, 140387, 140388, 140389,

7     140412, 140415, 140441, 140446, 140454,

8     140482, 140483, 140490, 140492, 140450,

9     140448, 140141, 140449, 140452, 140274,

10     and 140510.

11               (Duly seconded.)

12               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13     Thank you.  It's been moved and seconded

14     that the rules of Council be suspended so

15     as to permit the use of a Consent Agenda

16     to consider the bills just read by

17     Councilman Jones.

18               All those in favor say aye.

19               (Aye.)

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21     Those opposed?

22               (No response.)

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

24     ayes have it, and the motion carries.  We

25     will consider the Consent Agenda shortly.
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2               The Chair again recognizes

3     Councilman Jones for the purpose of

4     calling up bills and resolutions on the

5     regular Second Reading and Final Passage

6     Calendar.

7               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you

8     once again, Mr. President.  In addition

9     to the resolutions and bills being

10     considered on the Consent Agenda, the

11     following resolutions and bills are being

12     called up for Second Reading and Final

13     Passage Calendars today:  No. 140596,

14     140146-A, 140147, 140434, 140512, 140377,

15     140417, and 140488.  All other bills and

16     resolutions are being held.

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18     Thank you.

19               Before considering these

20     resolutions and bills, we will have our

21     public comment session.  The public

22     comment session will go as follows:

23               If you are here today to

24     testify on a bill or resolution that is

25     on the Final Passage Calendar, if you
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2     have not already done so, I would ask

3     that you sign up at the table to my left.

4               Your name will be called.  You

5     will given an opportunity, three minutes,

6     to testify on a bill or resolution that's

7     on the Final Passage Calendar.

8               You will go to the podium in

9     the middle of the Council.  There's a

10     device on that podium.  There's a light.

11     When the light turns green, it is your

12     time to speak.  When it turns yellow, you

13     have 30 seconds to conclude your remarks.

14     When it turns red, I would ask that you

15     please conclude your remarks.  Thank you

16     so much for your cooperation.

17               Mr. Decker, would you please

18     read the first name on the list.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Harold Kupersmit.

20               (No response.)

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Harold Kupersmit.

22               (No response.)

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Tina Kuthmayer.

24               (No response.)

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Tina Kuthmayer.
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2               (No response.)

3               CHIEF CLERK:  Onetha McKnight,

4     commenting on 140488.

5               (Witness approached podium.)

6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

7     afternoon.

8               MS. McKNIGHT:  Good afternoon,

9     everyone.

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11     Please proceed.  Good afternoon.

12               MS. McKNIGHT:  I am Onetha

13     McKnight and I am here to speak on Bill

14     No. 140488.  I would like to thank

15     Councilman Wilson Goode, Jr. -- thank

16     you, Councilman Goode -- and the rest of

17     City Council for passing a stronger

18     version of the Mayor's Executive Order

19     around 21st century living wage law and

20     benefits.

21               I work at Philadelphia

22     International Airport for a company

23     called Prospect.  I currently make $5.75

24     an hour, plus tips that are not

25     guaranteed.
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2               Despite the Mayor's Executive

3     Order and numerous bills in City Council

4     and voters' overwhelming support of a

5     ballot measure for 21st century wages and

6     benefits, employers at the Airport still

7     have not paid workers the wages nor have

8     they outlined a plan.  We want to make

9     sure City Council put measures into place

10     to look at enforcement and implementation

11     around the current laws.

12               We work hard, we pay taxes, and

13     we deserve to be treated fairly.

14               (Applause.)

15               MS. McKNIGHT:  After all, we

16     help make Philadelphia's airport and the

17     City run more smoothly.

18               Again, I want to thank City

19     Council for fighting for higher wages for

20     deserving Philadelphians.

21               Thank you for allowing me to

22     speak.

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24     Thank you so much for your testimony.

25               (Applause.)
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2               CHIEF CLERK:  Carol Duncan,

3     commenting on 140488.

4               (Witness approached podium.)

5               MS. DUNCAN:  Good morning,

6     members of Council.  Thank you for

7     hearing my comments on the same

8     resolution that the previous speaker was

9     speaking of.  I am Carol Duncan, Co-Chair

10     of POWER's Job Strategy team.  I also

11     serve as POWER's representative on the

12     Living Wage and Benefits Review

13     Committee, which acts as an agency of

14     Council to review the implementation,

15     effectiveness, and enforcement of Chapter

16     17-1300.

17               I am thrilled, as I know all of

18     you are, that together we passed Ballot

19     Question 1.  However, POWER has concerns

20     with the rollout of that legislation.

21               On Tuesday this week, I

22     participated in a meeting of the Living

23     Wage and Benefits Review Committee.  We

24     heard a statement during our public

25     community segment from representatives of
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2     the Animal Care and Control Team that has

3     58 workers subcontracted to a City-funded

4     organization.  I might not have all these

5     details exactly right, but this is what I

6     understand.

7               They explained that their

8     contract was renewed in June.  They were

9     expecting to see the new law was carried

10     out and that their paychecks were

11     increased, but they saw no increase.

12     They wondered why, since the legislation

13     states that the voters having approved

14     the amendment that the ordinance shall

15     take effect immediately.

16               We could not get a good

17     explanation for the failure to issue the

18     wage increase.  I understand in general

19     that the procedures for implementing the

20     legislation are not yet crafted.  I am

21     asking on behalf of POWER that Council

22     urge the Administration to speed up the

23     implementation of legislation.  Every

24     week that goes by prolongs the struggles

25     of low-income workers to maintain health
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2     and housing.

3               I thank you all for the stance

4     you have taken to raise our most

5     vulnerable citizens to the security of a

6     living wage.

7               Thank you.

8               (Applause.)

9               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10     Thank you for your testimony.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Fatmata

12     Massaquoi, commenting on 140488.

13               (Witness approached podium.)

14               MS. MASSAQUOI:  Hi.

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

16     afternoon.

17               MS. MASSAQUOI:  Hi.  My name is

18     Fatmata Massaquoi.  I would first like to

19     thank the City Council to pass Bill

20     140488 to cover 21st century wage

21     benefits to cover all workers.  I work at

22     the Philadelphia International Airport

23     for 18 years under different

24     subcontractors.  I started work for Delta

25     Global Services.  Here I was paid $8.50
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2     an hour and benefits, short of

3     healthcare, free flights, EIE bonuses.

4               When DGS lost contract to

5     Prospect, Prospect workers work at 7.50

6     by hour and all DGS workers were able to

7     keep their pay rates.  We lost all

8     benefits.  Prospect offer no sick days,

9     no personal days, no flight benefit, no

10     healthcare, and no benefits.

11               We as workers, we are not

12     asking to be paid a million.  Just a fair

13     and -- just a fair and livable wages.  We

14     should always have to work -- we should

15     not have to wait for those companies to

16     do the right things and give workers

17     their rates.

18               We hope City Council and

19     Administration as well as US Airway, we

20     do everything to -- and do everything

21     to -- I'm sorry.

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23     That's okay.

24               MS. MASSAQUOI:  Do everything

25     to implement and enforce those wages as
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2     soon as possible.

3               Again, we would like to thank

4     City Council for passing the legislation

5     today.

6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7     Thank you.

8               (Applause.)

9               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10     Thank you so much for your testimony.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Rodney Oglesby,

12     commenting on 140512.

13               (Witness approached podium.)

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

15     afternoon.

16               MR. OGLESBY:  Good afternoon.

17     Good afternoon, Council President Clarke

18     and fellow members of Council.  My name

19     is Rodney Oglesby, Executive Director for

20     the School District of Philadelphia's

21     Government Relations Office, and I'm here

22     today to comment on Bill No. 140512,

23     which is on Final Passage Calendar for

24     today.

25               On behalf of Superintendent Dr.
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2     Hite, SRC Chairman Bill Green, most

3     importantly, the students and families of

4     our great city, we want to thank City

5     Council, all of City Council, today both

6     for passing this bill which provides $27

7     million to the District for the current

8     fiscal year and also for introducing a

9     new borrowing bill that would authorize

10     an additional $30 million borrowing for

11     the next fiscal year.  We appreciate that

12     the timing of this new bill emphasizes

13     the need to continue pressing Harrisburg

14     for funding, and we are united with

15     Council in that effort.

16               Based upon Council's commitment

17     today, we are going to build into our

18     budget this additional $30 million for

19     the next fiscal year.

20               So I want to thank Council for

21     its commitment.  With this commitment,

22     we're going to be able to avoid over $40

23     million in cuts in the budget that the

24     SRC adopts on June 30th.

25               So, finally, I just want to say
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2     thank you again to all members of City

3     Council.  The children of Philadelphia,

4     the families of Philadelphia appreciate

5     your support and we appreciate your hard

6     work for the education of kids in the

7     City.

8               Thank you.

9               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10     Thank you.

11               (Applause.)

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Ruth Birchett,

13     commenting on 140231 and 140581.

14               (Witness approached podium.)

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

16     afternoon.

17               MS. BIRCHETT:  Good afternoon,

18     Councilman.  I am speaking first on

19     140231 and really want to immediately

20     express my appreciation to Councilman

21     Jones and the other cosigners on this

22     bill, because it's going to provide for a

23     homeownership opportunity in our

24     communities.  The Philadelphia Affordable

25     Housing Opportunity Zone is a good thing,
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2     and we're looking forward to it.  Council

3     President Clarke especially, I'd like to

4     see in the future this designation for

5     our area of west of Broad Street, north

6     of Lehigh and north of -- yeah; south of

7     Lehigh Avenue and north of Cecil B. Moore

8     in particular.  We're looking forward to

9     that.

10               Pursuant to this as well, I

11     speak to you in reference to Council Bill

12     140581 in reference to the Redevelopment

13     Authority conveying many parcels of land

14     to the Philadelphia Housing Authority.

15     For this I have concern.

16               In our North Philadelphia

17     community, we have many developments that

18     have been completed and look very, very

19     nice with the utilization of dollars

20     through the Philadelphia Housing

21     Authority.  However, my concern is that

22     in many of these projects, tax credits

23     have been used, and tax credits have a

24     life of generally 15 years.  My concern

25     is the disposition of the homes and the
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2     land once the tax credits have expired

3     and the future disposition of these

4     homes, that they not be flipped into

5     properties that are no longer available

6     financially for low-income people.  That

7     is a major concern.

8               We have that concern at 21st

9     and Norris with the 8 Diamond Homes

10     there.  Once those tax credits expire, it

11     is our understanding that those 152

12     townhouses may belong to and be able to

13     be disposed of as Michaels Development

14     would want to.  And so I would appreciate

15     further discussion and consideration for

16     the Council Housing Committee to be

17     cognizant of this and consider the future

18     of our neighborhoods.

19               In closing, I would like to say

20     that we have considerable concern about

21     the accelerated sale of William Penn High

22     School, and we would ask our Council

23     President if you would meet with the

24     William Penn Development Coalition in

25     reference to that.  It's our
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2     understanding that this afternoon SRC's

3     meeting, that the SRC will be putting to

4     a vote the sale for -- providing for the

5     sale for this property pulled out away

6     from the list of all of the 21 schools,

7     and we understand, and we do agree that

8     the schools should be sold.  However, we

9     want this property, this 14-acre

10     property, as a STEM school for our

11     community.

12               Thank you.

13               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14     Thank you for your testimony.  And,

15     Ms. Birchett, if you and Ms. Woods and

16     other individuals that I see here,

17     friends of mine, have time after the

18     Council session -- if you don't, we can

19     meet at a later date -- to clarify what

20     one of the proposals is since I see a

21     sign that talks about a stadium.  I

22     understand the concern, but if we can

23     meet a little later or at another time,

24     we can get some clarity on some of the

25     things that are actually being proposed.
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2               MS. BIRCHETT:  We're available

3     to meet today, and thank you for that

4     immediate response.

5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

6     Okay.  Thank you.  Thank you for your

7     testimony.

8               CHIEF CLERK:  Tashira Mass.

9               (No response.)

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Tashira Moss,

11     commenting on 140377.

12               (Witness approached podium.)

13               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

14     afternoon.

15               MS. MOSS:  Good afternoon.  My

16     name is Tashira Moss.  I grew up here in

17     Philadelphia, born and raised, educated

18     in private school, actually went to

19     public high school.  After that, I went

20     to college, came back home, had some

21     financial troubles, working full time.  I

22     go to Kaplan online.

23               I pretty much say that to say

24     on May 31st, I was arrested for a small

25     amount of marijuana.  I had to spend the
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2     night in jail.  I missed a day of work.

3     I just recently was fired for that from

4     that job because I was still on probation

5     as a new hire, which means I didn't have

6     any sick days or vacation days.  And

7     because I had to call that a sick day

8     when I had to spend the night in jail, I

9     was fired for that.  Now I have to pay

10     $200 and make an appearance in court or

11     else I'm going to go to jail.

12               I have no criminal history.

13     I've never been arrested before.  I've

14     never experimented with hard-core drugs

15     or anything like that.  Barely drink.

16     Well over the legal age, though.  Today

17     is my birthday.  I'm turning 24.

18               Just say that to say that it's

19     caused like a lot of -- this small amount

20     of marijuana, not saying it's right or

21     wrong or whatever, but for me to get

22     arrested, I lost my job, I have to pay

23     $200 or else I am going to jail for a $5

24     bag of marijuana I think is very

25     outrageous and quite ridiculous.  And not
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2     only for me, but for people that's in my

3     circumstances.

4               There's people out there who

5     smoke crack, do heroin, but then there's

6     people, they might smoke marijuana from

7     time to time, they have a regular job,

8     they live normal lives and not bad

9     people, no criminal history, no issues

10     like that.  But now I have to deal with

11     the system and I might go to jail.  I

12     just lost my job.

13               So I'm in a whirlwind of

14     craziness right now, but I wanted to just

15     speak up on that because I feel like it's

16     unfair and I feel like a $25 fine would

17     have sufficed.  Glad we paid it.  Because

18     now I don't know who is going to hire me.

19     I have a record now and I don't have a

20     job anymore and, you know, I feel as

21     though that's an issue that needs to be

22     spoken on, because it's unfair, in my

23     opinion.

24               That's all I have to say.

25     Thank you.
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2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3     Thank you for your testimony, ma'am.

4               (Applause.)

5               CHIEF CLERK:  Ryan Damon,

6     commenting on 140377.

7               (Witness approached podium.)

8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

9     afternoon.

10               MR. DAMON:  Good afternoon.

11     Hi.  My name is Ryan Damon.  I'm from a

12     small town in South Carolina like the

13     great Joe Frazier.  I graduated with

14     honors from Charles Y. Audenried High

15     School in South Philadelphia in 2002.  I

16     have since created a solid work history

17     for myself since moving here at the

18     tender age of 14.  My last job was the

19     longest to date.  I was a senior teller

20     at Citizens Bank for a period of six

21     years before I quit because of a robbery.

22     Well, because I was robbed twice in -- I

23     was robbed twice in a three-week period.

24     So a very traumatic experience for me.

25     So I've been -- which I'm still going to
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2     court for, because I know it's the right

3     thing to do, is to testify, that is, on

4     behalf of my job because of what happened

5     with that experience.

6               I'm sad to say that I was

7     affected by this practice.  It slowed

8     down my expungement process, because I

9     was in the process of getting an

10     expungement when I was arrested for a

11     small amount of marijuana as well just

12     like my friend there.

13               I also -- when I was

14     arrested -- so in hopes of gaining

15     meaningful employment, I have -- like

16     I've done so many times over the years,

17     it doesn't bother me that I was held

18     accountable for my actions, but it does

19     bother me that the amount that I was held

20     accountable for was just the $200 for

21     such actions.  Not to mention that this

22     is apparent for many campuses like Temple

23     University, LaSalle, Penn State, and many

24     other places around the country.

25               I was honored when Mr. Lee,
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2     Michael Lee, that is, from The Post

3     program invited me, along with Councilman

4     Kenney, to voice my opinion about such

5     action.

6               In closing, I hope that there

7     is a brighter future for this bill, and

8     at this time I would like to thank you

9     for your time, your patience, as well as

10     your ears.

11               Thank you.

12               (Applause.)

13               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14     Thank you for your testimony, sir.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Bishop J. Darrell

16     Robinson, commenting on 140377.

17               (Witness approached podium.)

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

19     afternoon.

20               BISHOP ROBINSON:  Good

21     afternoon.  I'd like to take the time to

22     thank City Council, Council President,

23     and for all of those that are here

24     surrounding this bill.

25               I was not arrested for a small
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2     amount of weed, but as you have heard, we

3     have two young people here that were not

4     only arrested for a small amount of weed

5     but the rest of their lives are

6     jeopardized.  Their future is

7     jeopardized.  Their ability to make money

8     and to live a decent life in the City is

9     jeopardized because of a small amount of

10     weed.

11               I'm here in support of this

12     bill, because most of the people that are

13     affected by the bill are my children, my

14     youth, those who I represent.

15     Unfortunately, the young man and the

16     young woman will have to now really

17     wrestle to get a job.  And what will be

18     the alternative?  What will they be able

19     to do when they are not able to find a

20     job?

21               I think that we need to look at

22     this very seriously, because we're in a

23     city that is arresting our black youth at

24     a disproportionate number.  They are

25     egregiously being affected and hurt.
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2     That fine lady spends a night in jail, a

3     worker, a good citizen, a good person,

4     and now she has to carry the taint of a

5     record for carrying a small amount of

6     weed.  Is that right?  Is that fair?

7               The fact of the matter is, it's

8     not right and it's not fair, and I think

9     Councilman Kenney has presented a very

10     good bill, one that will hopefully stop

11     some of the bleeding.

12               You know, the statistics are

13     alarming to me.  I'm a pastor.  I try to

14     help youth.  I try to get youth jobs, and

15     it's just ridiculous, because when I ask

16     the youth for the amount of years that

17     I've been in the ministry, which has been

18     over three decades, when I try to get

19     these youth jobs and I ask them about

20     their records and they say, Well, you

21     know, I had some weed and I got stopped

22     and, you know, I haven't been able to get

23     a job, in the streets they call it

24     trapping on the block when they sell

25     drugs.  If they're not able to get a job,
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2     then what other alternatives do they have

3     to take care of themselves, to take care

4     of their family?  Trapping.

5               Our youth create the darkness

6     in which they are raised up in.  And I'm

7     not trying to give a sermon, but I want

8     to be very clear.  Our youth did not

9     create that darkness.  Our youth did not

10     create this unfair bias, this racially

11     biased policing.  They didn't create it,

12     but they have to exist in it.  That's

13     just not fair.

14               And you know what's even more

15     alarming, that even if we do the right

16     thing and pass the bill and make sure

17     that these youth are only fined, the only

18     youth that will be fined is still, I'm

19     afraid, those youth that are part of my

20     ethnicity.  I'm very sad at the way we

21     handle things in this city as it

22     relates --

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24     Pastor, I know you're on a roll, but...

25               PASTOR ROBINSON:  Can I say one
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2     more thing before I sit down?  This is my

3     last statement.  They turned the mic down

4     and everything.  It's good to be able to

5     control the mic on a preacher.

6               But let me say this:  I'm not

7     for so much the legalization as I am for

8     us being fair.

9               God bless you.

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11     Thank you, Pastor.  Thank you for your

12     testimony.

13               (Applause.)

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Bilal Qayyum,

15     commenting on 140377.

16               (Witness approached podium.)

17               MR. QAYYUM:  Good afternoon.

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

19     afternoon.

20               MR. QAYYUM:  President Clarke

21     and members of City Council.  First of

22     all, let me take this opportunity to

23     thank you for your support last week of

24     our 25th Anniversary of the Father's Day

25     Rally Committee, and I'm here this
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2     afternoon to support Bill 140377.

3               In the legislation that

4     Councilman Kenney outlined, it reports

5     that 4,000 arrests are made every year

6     and 82 percent of them are African

7     Americans.  And I can bet the majority of

8     them are African American males.

9               There's not a Councilperson

10     sitting here whose district I haven't

11     been in at night campaigning to stop

12     violence, interacting with guys on the

13     corner who are up to -- some of them are

14     up to no good.  Some of them are up to no

15     good because they see no hope or have no

16     hope to make changes.  But we spend a lot

17     of time in the streets interacting with a

18     lot of these young men trying to get them

19     to go to the right route.  And it took me

20     a while to digest and look at this bill,

21     and I had a discussion with Councilman

22     Kenney about me supporting it.  And you

23     heard the comments and particularly the

24     young lady, and I don't know of anyone of

25     my age that hasn't tried some smoke, that



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

99

1        6/19/14 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

2     smoked some weed, and I'm pretty sure a

3     lot of you I'm looking at right here in

4     Council, members, smoked some weed, but

5     it was by the grace of God that you were

6     not stopped and arrested, sent to jail so

7     that you would not be sitting here this

8     morning in City Council.

9               So I am pleading with you that

10     the vote would be favorable today.  I

11     know that in my college years, there was

12     many a days that I had a little bit of

13     weed, Al, to get me through.

14               Well, he just looked at me.

15     I'm sorry.

16               It doesn't make it right.  But

17     we all experiment, we all try, but we

18     were not arrested and held hostage.

19               The four engines that drive the

20     Philadelphia economy - hospitality,

21     education, financial service, and

22     retail - if you have a felony commitment,

23     you can't get work.  We know and y'all

24     know my work, and I can tell you between

25     60, 65 percent of African American males
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2     are jobless in the City of Philadelphia.

3     Why?  A lot of them do have records,

4     unfortunately.  So we don't need to be

5     adding to the continued prisonization of

6     particularly African American males.

7               I brought with me this morning

8     a book, and I think a lot of you are well

9     aware of this book.  If you have the need

10     to read it, it's by Michelle Alexander

11     called The New Jim Crow:  The Mass

12     Incarceration in the Age of the

13     Colorblindness.  Michelle documents that

14     this is a trend across the country to put

15     African American males into jail, and

16     they start with -- the hook is with

17     marijuana.

18               So I would indulge and plead

19     that the Council do the right thing this

20     morning and pass this Bill 140377 so we

21     could start hopefully seeing a decrease

22     in the number of our young folks going to

23     jail.

24               I also will say this and end by

25     saying this:  We will have a
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2     responsibility -- when I say "we," my

3     organization and other organizations --

4     that we need to educate our young folks

5     about what the bill is and that they

6     should not be going around smoking.  It's

7     not in their best interest.  And I would

8     share with you that this morning I had

9     the discussion with a police officer,

10     which will be named nameless, and he said

11     even though this bill passes, if the

12     police stop young males and they don't

13     have the proper ID, they could be still

14     taken to the police station.  Well, guess

15     what?  That's going to happen in the

16     African American community, not

17     necessarily the white community.  So we

18     got to have an education campaign to our

19     young males that they need to have the

20     proper information and they need to have

21     the proper knowledge to keep them out of

22     going to prison.

23               So, once again, I hope and

24     plead that this morning that you will do

25     the right thing and pass this bill.
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2               Thank you very much.

3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4     Thank you.

5               (Applause.)

6               CHIEF CLERK:  Lisa Nucci,

7     commenting on 140596.

8               (Witness approached podium.)

9               MS. NUCCI:  Thank you for

10     inviting us here to speak today on

11     Resolution 140596.  My name is Lisa Nucci

12     and I'm President of the Art Institute of

13     Philadelphia.  I am here today with our

14     Dean of Academic Affairs, Dr. Harry

15     Costigan.

16               The Art Institute of

17     Philadelphia was founded in 1971, and

18     we've been providing creative students

19     with career-focused education for more

20     than 40 years.  Regionally accredited by

21     the Middle States Commission on Higher

22     Education, the Art Institute offers

23     degree and diploma programs in a dozen of

24     areas of the applied arts, including

25     design, media, culinary, fashion.  As of
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2     2013, the Art Institute of Philadelphia

3     enrolled approximately 2,500 students.

4               MR. COSTIGAN:  Our thousands of

5     graduates are distinguishing themselves

6     as creative professionals with --

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8     Excuse me, sir.  Excuse me, sir.  What's

9     your name?

10               MR. COSTIGAN:  Harry Costigan.

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12     Okay.  I just wanted to make sure.  You

13     guys want six minutes instead of three?

14               MR. COSTIGAN:  No.

15               Our thousands of graduates are

16     distinguishing themselves as creative

17     professionals with businesses throughout

18     the Greater Philadelphia area and beyond.

19     For example, in 2013, 86 percent to 100

20     percent of our culinary, web design,

21     interior design, and fashion graduates

22     were working in their field within six

23     months of graduation.  Our graduates are

24     an important source of employees who can

25     fill the skills gap in our city's most
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2     important industries both today and

3     tomorrow.

4               It's clear that the Art

5     Institute of Philadelphia is an important

6     part of the City's economy and that the

7     skills we offer are key to the health of

8     the City's business community.  For

9     example, our culinary graduates are in

10     demand by restaurants and food service

11     establishments that are part of the

12     leisure and hospitality industry, tourism

13     being a significant component of the

14     Philadelphia economy.

15               In service to our community,

16     the Art Institute of Philadelphia has

17     partnered with several organizations,

18     including the Children's Hospital of

19     Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania,

20     MANNA, and the Art Museum of

21     Philadelphia, to name just a few.  In

22     2013, our outstanding service to this

23     city earned us a citation from the City

24     of Philadelphia for our students' work on

25     the Philly Youth Success.
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2               MS. NUCCI:  Our main message

3     today is to tell you about the negative

4     impact the proposed federal Gainful

5     Employment rule could have on the Art

6     Institute of Philadelphia's ability to

7     provide skill graduates to the

8     Philadelphia economy.  We are very

9     concerned, and here's why:

10               The Gainful Employment rule as

11     currently proposed will deny access to

12     student aid for over a million students

13     nationwide who are currently enrolled in

14     programs that are deemed ineligible for

15     failing to meet certain arbitrary metrics

16     with no clear alternative.  The proposed

17     rule primarily targets at private-sector

18     institutions that serve a

19     disproportionate number of underserved

20     students.

21               We support the Administration's

22     interest in providing greater access and

23     opportunity to low and minority students

24     to pursue higher education, and we agree

25     that student debt and college
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2     affordability are issues that need to be

3     addressed.  Today we urge you to support

4     the resolution being introduced by

5     Councilman Oh.

6               Thank you.

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8     Thank you so much for your testimony.

9               (Applause.)

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Greg Brinkley,

11     commenting on 120232.

12               (Witness approached podium.)

13               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

14     afternoon.

15               MR. BRINKLEY:  Good morning.  I

16     would like to first say I'm commenting on

17     140525, which speaks about the election

18     of Ms. Asia Coney, Ms. Ethel Wise to the

19     Board of Commissioners.  This was placed

20     on a fast track by Councilman Jones.

21               I have no problem with the work

22     that they're going to do.  What I do have

23     a problem -- I'm the President -- I'm

24     Greg Brinkley, President of the

25     Abbotsford Homes Resident Council.
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2               What I am concerned about is

3     the process.  The process very clearly,

4     we had a young lady from the Abbotsford

5     Homes who ran, submitted all the proper

6     documents.  It was ruled illegal.  We

7     appealed that process and was deemed she

8     wasn't.  The problem, Mr. President, was

9     that by the time she got her hearing and

10     was deemed eligible, there was only nine

11     days left for the election, clearly

12     giving the advantage to the other

13     candidates of almost two months.

14               I sent a letter to your office,

15     because you and the Mayor are responsible

16     ultimately for selecting the persons or

17     approving the persons from that process.

18     I sent letters to both your offices, and

19     in fact, I even saw you on Delaware

20     Avenue.  I went to my Councilman, Curtis

21     Jones, trying to facilitate this meeting.

22     Again, this isn't about Ms. Coney or

23     Ms. Wise.  I spoke on record to the

24     Philadelphia Housing Commissioners.

25               There is no issue on whether
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2     Mrs. Miller was properly -- had followed

3     due diligence, because it was okay.  They

4     agreed that.  They did not give her

5     enough time to have the same access as

6     others to access the residents.  I think

7     that was a major infraction upon the

8     democratic process, and when we -- I'm

9     told that from your office that someone

10     in your office, you guys didn't want to

11     revisit the issue.  So what does 80,000

12     residents do who is entitled to run for a

13     historic election?  This is the first

14     time it's ever happened.  So now we just

15     say, Oh, the heck with it, even though

16     she was correct.

17               The only way to remedy this

18     situation before you guys -- before the

19     Council can vote on it is to order a new

20     election.

21               Thank you very much.

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23     Thank you for your testimony, sir.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Helen Gym,

25     commenting on 140512.
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2               (Witness approached podium.)

3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

4     afternoon.

5               MS. GYM:  Good afternoon.

6     First of all, I want to thank the members

7     of City Council, especially our Council

8     President, Darrell Clarke.

9               As a Philadelphia public school

10     parent, we've made it a singular mission

11     to reach out to every single one of you

12     in different ways, and I felt like since

13     you have heard from so many of us over

14     the last few weeks, I thought it was

15     really important today that you hear from

16     a parent who said thank you as we move

17     something forward.  So it's very much

18     appreciated.  And for as much heat as you

19     might have felt or heard from parents who

20     are deeply concerned about what's

21     happening in our public schools, we

22     promise you that our attention is now on

23     Harrisburg and we will go to Harrisburg.

24     We will be talking with our local and

25     state legislators about what's happening
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2     with our cigarette tax and other

3     promises.  We'll also be reaching out to

4     the Chamber of Commerce, to higher ed

5     institutions, to the Parking Authority,

6     and every other civic and public entity

7     that has the responsibility to fund our

8     schools responsibly.

9               I do want to, however, bring up

10     a humble reminder about what we were able

11     to accomplish and what still needs to be

12     done, because there's still a lot more

13     that needs to be done.

14               Today, Philadelphia public

15     school children will leave schools, and

16     many of our families will be left in the

17     lurch, most of us uncertain of about at

18     least $66 million in a gap that is going

19     to be significant for next year.

20               The money that moves today is

21     not sustainable funding, as we all know.

22     It's a one-year expense, and we need to

23     be thoughtful and careful about long-term

24     funding solutions that are happening.

25               We also want to be thoughtful
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2     that the conditions that our schools are

3     in right now are extreme.  Schools opened

4     this year under circumstances that every

5     educator should have found appalling, and

6     all of us did.  We had no nurses and

7     counselors in schools for weeks on end.

8     Willard Elementary School's families

9     fought for years, almost ten years, to

10     get a brand new school building built.

11     Their number one thing that they wanted

12     built in that building for their

13     five-year-olds, six-year-olds, and

14     seven-year-olds who are going to be

15     reading was a school library.  That

16     library is dark and closed because we

17     can't afford librarians.  There are only

18     14 in a school system with 200 buildings.

19               Bartram High School had 148

20     staff in June 2011 and opened this year

21     with 101, and we look at the violence

22     that happened to young children through

23     the most difficult times of their lives

24     and we ask ourselves whether we are

25     conducting a sickening social experiment
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2     on children to see how much they can

3     take, and then when they don't meet the

4     standard, we call them out for it and we

5     punish them for it.  That is not

6     accountability for the people who matter.

7               (Applause.)

8               MS. GYM:  I want us to think

9     very quickly about South Philadelphia

10     High School.  This week the principal at

11     South Philadelphia High School will

12     graduate for the first time his 9th

13     graders that he saw from 9th grade to

14     12th grade.  Four years of a principal

15     that returned.  We fought for that

16     stability, but this year she had to deal

17     with merging hundreds of students into a

18     school and a thousand dollars less per

19     child.

20               If we fight for people like

21     Otis Hackney at South Philadelphia High,

22     if we believe in stable schools, if we

23     think schools can turn around, then how

24     do we expect him to be able to do that

25     work for a 20 percent pay cut and a
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2     thousand dollars less per child?

3               These are not budget cuts

4     anymore.  They are not.  They are human

5     rights abuses happening in this city to

6     our children.

7               (Applause.)

8               MS. GYM:  It's not

9     belt-tightening.

10               I'm totally wrapping up.

11               It's not belt-tightening.  It's

12     not thoughtful.  And as much and as

13     difficult as I know this budget season

14     is -- and I am not on the side of the

15     School District, on the side of any

16     particular entity, Council, legislators.

17     That's not the issue.  For all the

18     problems that we have, the only people

19     who pay are our kids.  They pay through

20     the lack of services, through the

21     attention that's paid for them.  We're

22     fighting for them.  That is the only

23     thing that we're looking for.

24               And so I just want to say all

25     of that to say that this is a moral issue
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2     of our times, and we will be back.  We'll

3     be back to ask you to resolve this issue

4     before September.  We don't want to open

5     schools again in the circumstances that

6     we did.

7               I do want to thank you for the

8     movement that we had, and we will see you

9     hopefully this summer.

10               Thank you.

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12     Thank you for your testimony.

13               (Applause.)

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Michael

15     Churchill.

16               (Witness approached podium.)

17               MR. CHURCHILL:  Thank you.  You

18     know, talking about being useless,

19     following the eloquent Helen Gym is an

20     impossible chore.  So I will just merely

21     say, I'm an attorney with the Public

22     Interest Law Center.  We've been working

23     in the schools.  We collected over 900

24     complaints for this year about the

25     terrible conditions and the lack of
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2     nurses, the lack of counselors, the lack

3     of enough teachers, expanding class

4     sizes, the terrible conditions that Helen

5     has just so eloquently described.

6               So I want to say first thank

7     you.  Thank you very much for taking the

8     actions approving the $27 million that's

9     on your agenda for today and for putting

10     on your agenda the $30 million for

11     September.  That will help the situation

12     greatly.  That will all go to our

13     children.  We thank you.

14               But I need to echo Helen's

15     remarks.  It will only help bring us to

16     the situation where we are this year.

17     That is not a tolerable situation.  So I

18     urge all of you to continue working on

19     what a long-run solution will be.  It's

20     the only solution for our children, is a

21     real one, will take care of all of their

22     needs and not patchwork that

23     unfortunately we have to put up with with

24     this year, and we thank you for at least

25     getting us to that point.  And we will be



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

116

1        6/19/14 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

2     back to talk to you in the summer and in

3     the fall about what a real solution will

4     be.

5               But thank you for this step.

6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7     Thank you for your testimony.

8               (Applause.)

9               CHIEF CLERK:  Clarc King,

10     commenting on 140445.

11               (Witness approached podium.)

12               MR. KING:  Thank you, President

13     of the City Council.  Thank you,

14     Councilmembers.  And I am addressing

15     140445, and that is the ordinance

16     authorizing the treasury to enter into an

17     amendment agreement with the

18     too-big-to-fail bank, and I just wanted

19     to say that the Dodd-Frank Act still

20     exists, that the specter of a bail-in

21     process hovers the United States banking

22     system.  And I want to remind the

23     political leadership that economic

24     warfare still exists, that the private

25     central bank intrigues of speculative
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2     bubbles, defaults, devaluations, bank

3     rate manipulations, deflations, and

4     inflations are the tools being used by

5     liberal city of London-centered and

6     controlled economic planners today.

7               If you are told that you cannot

8     fund your education system, that is not

9     financial sense.  That is economic

10     warfare.  And political leadership once

11     again should act with that certain

12     knowledge.  I say that the creation of a

13     public bank will serve to protect the

14     rights and power of the citizenry of

15     Philadelphia, and I ask that City Council

16     create that resolution.

17               I would like to thank the City

18     Council for Resolution 140512.  It was a

19     great idea to get the assistance of

20     another agency, a department within

21     Philadelphia, and I'm sure that there are

22     more departments and agencies within

23     Philadelphia that can help out the School

24     District of Philadelphia.

25               Thank you so much.
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2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3     Thank you for your testimony, sir.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Devon Miner,

5     commenting on 140512.

6               (Witness approached podium.)

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

8     afternoon.

9               MR. MINER:  Good afternoon,

10     Council President and members of City

11     Council.  My name is Devon Miner.  I am

12     here today on behalf of Public Citizens

13     for Children and Youth, also known as

14     PCCY.

15               We would like to thank the

16     Council President and the Council for

17     your support of public education and for

18     your recent allocation of 30 million in

19     new funds.  However, these funds are

20     needed sooner rather than later.

21               Last summer we saw the District

22     cut central office positions and close

23     over 20 schools.  We cannot continue to

24     allow the Philadelphia School District to

25     crumble.  We cannot lose any more school
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2     staff and lose any more teachers, nurses,

3     and counselors and expect our children to

4     be productive in a classroom of 41.

5               However, we would like to let

6     you know that PCCY is working diligently

7     in Harrisburg to put pressure on

8     legislators to pass the cigarette tax.

9     If anyone here today wants to learn more

10     about how they can get involved with some

11     of our efforts in Harrisburg, please feel

12     free to see me afterwards.

13               Thank you.

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15     Thank you for your testimony, sir.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Cye Harold

17     Sheppard, commenting on 140512.

18               (Witness approached podium.)

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

20     afternoon.

21               MR. SHEPPARD:  Good afternoon,

22     Mr. President.  Good afternoon, City

23     Council.  Good afternoon, citizens of

24     Philadelphia.

25               Any time anything has to do
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2     with schools, I'm there.

3               I wish we could look at maybe

4     the top 50 salaries of the people that

5     work at the Board of Education.  I think

6     if they slashed their salaries, it might

7     be enough to put a significant dent in

8     the deficit.  And they remain at work

9     failing our children, failing our future,

10     and failing us.  Instead of going to jail

11     for a crime, they stay in their positions

12     and reap many rewards.  It's crazy.  Then

13     I'm watching our schools being sold with

14     the public not at the table that we paid

15     for and the privatization of everything.

16               In New Orleans right now, there

17     is not one public school left.  They're

18     all charter and all private.

19               So we got to wake up.  That's

20     the way that's going all across the

21     country.

22               I would also ask that we not

23     sell PGW.  Jobs have been promised for

24     maybe three years, and you lay off all

25     the people making a lot of money, been
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2     there a while, connect with Marcellus

3     Shale, our water system, our eco system.

4     I continue to say get the frack out of

5     here.

6               Lastly, I'm limping right now

7     because of the tremendous beating I

8     received at the 14th District Police

9     Department.  Enough is enough.  You need

10     to address that.  There's not a few good

11     officers -- few bad.  It's a few good.

12               Last thing.  I want to close on

13     an upper note.  On July 10th to July

14     16th, 25,000 black men will invade

15     Philadelphia, spend money, do workshops.

16     I'm a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,

17     and I hope we roll out the red carpet and

18     we will uplift from our principles,

19     manhood, scholarship, perseverance, and

20     uplift.

21               Enjoy your summer.  Thank you.

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23     Thank you for your testimony, sir.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  There are no

25     other speakers on the public comment
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2     list, Mr. President.

3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4     Thank you very much, Mr. Decker.

5               We will now consider today's

6     Resolution Consent Agenda.  I will ask

7     that Mr. Decker please read the titles of

8     all the resolutions on the Consent

9     Agenda.  After each title is read, any

10     member may object to the inclusion of the

11     resolution on the Resolution Consent

12     Agenda.  Upon such an objection and

13     without debate, the resolution will be

14     immediately removed from the Resolution

15     Consent Agenda and placed on today's

16     regular and Final Passage Calendar.

17               Mr. Decker will now read the

18     titles of the resolutions on the

19     Resolution Consent Agenda.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Resolution No.

21     140580, entitled "A resolution approving

22     the redevelopment contract of the

23     Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority for

24     the redevelopment and urban renewal of a

25     portion of the Strawberry Mansion Urban
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2     Renewal Area, identified by house number

3     and street address as 2459 North

4     Thirty-Second Street"; and

5               Resolution No. 140581, entitled

6     "A resolution approving the redevelopment

7     contract of the Philadelphia

8     Redevelopment Authority for the

9     redevelopment and urban renewal of a

10     portion of the Model Cities Urban Renewal

11     Area, identified by house numbers and

12     street addresses as 1414 through 24, 1426

13     through 32, 1500, 1502 through 24, 1528

14     through 38, 1540 through 42 North

15     Twentieth Street and 2001 through 2005

16     Jefferson Street"; and

17               Resolution No. 140582, entitled

18     "A resolution authorizing the

19     Commissioner of Public Property to

20     execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

21     Redevelopment Authority, without

22     consideration, deeds conveying

23     conditional fee simple title to certain

24     City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

25     the buildings and improvements thereon,
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2     situate in the Twenty-Ninth and

3     Forty-Seventh Wards of the City of

4     Philadelphia"; and

5               Resolution No. 140583, entitled

6     "A resolution authorizing the

7     Commissioner of Public Property to

8     execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

9     Redevelopment Authority, without

10     consideration, deeds conveying

11     conditional fee simple title to certain

12     City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

13     the buildings and improvements thereon,

14     situate in the Sixteenth and

15     Twenty-Eighth Wards of the City of

16     Philadelphia"; and

17               Resolution No. 140584, entitled

18     "A resolution approving the redevelopment

19     contract of the Philadelphia

20     Redevelopment Authority for the

21     redevelopment and urban renewal of a

22     portion of the Kingsessing Urban Renewal

23     Area, identified by house number and

24     street address as 2008 South Salford

25     Street"; and
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2               Resolution No. 140585, entitled

3     "A resolution authorizing the

4     Commissioner of Public Property to

5     execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

6     Redevelopment Authority, without

7     consideration, deeds conveying

8     conditional fee simple title to certain

9     City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

10     the buildings and improvements thereon,

11     situate in the Thirty-Sixth Ward of the

12     City of Philadelphia"; and

13               Resolution No. 140586, entitled

14     "A resolution authorizing the

15     Commissioner of Public Property to

16     execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

17     Redevelopment Authority, without

18     consideration, deeds conveying

19     conditional fee simple title to certain

20     City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

21     the buildings and improvements thereon,

22     situate in the Twenty-Fifth Ward of the

23     City of Philadelphia"; and

24               Resolution No. 140587, entitled

25     "A resolution authorizing the
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2     Commissioner of Public Property to

3     execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

4     Redevelopment Authority, without

5     consideration, deeds conveying

6     conditional fee simple title to certain

7     City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

8     the buildings and improvements thereon,

9     situate in the Seventh, Eighteenth,

10     Nineteenth and Thirty-First Wards of the

11     City of Philadelphia"; and

12               Resolution No. 140590, entitled

13     "A resolution also naming the unit block

14     of Lehigh Avenue from 28th Street to 29th

15     Street as 'Van R. Thomas Way' in memory

16     of Mr. Van R. Thomas' lifetime of

17     community service and social activism to

18     improve economic opportunities and

19     quality of life for residents of the

20     North Penn community in the City of

21     Philadelphia"; and

22               Resolution No. 140591, entitled

23     "A resolution approving the redevelopment

24     contract of the Philadelphia

25     Redevelopment Authority for the
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2     redevelopment and urban renewal of a

3     portion of the New Kensington-Fishtown

4     Urban Renewal Area, identified by house

5     number and street address as 2426

6     Frankford Avenue."

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8     Thank you.

9               The Chair again recognizes

10     Councilman Jones for a motion to adopt

11     each of the resolutions on the Resolution

12     Consent Agenda.

13               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

14     Mr. President.  I move for the adoption

15     of each of the resolutions on the

16     Resolution Consent Agenda.

17               (Duly seconded.)

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19     Thank you.  It has been moved and

20     properly seconded that each of the

21     resolutions on the Consent Agenda be

22     adopted.

23               All those in favor say aye.

24               (Aye.)

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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2     Those opposed?

3               (No response.)

4               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

5     ayes have it, and the resolutions on the

6     Resolution Consent Agenda have been

7     approved.

8               We will now consider today's

9     Bill Consent Agenda, and I would ask that

10     Mr. Decker read the titles of all the

11     bills on the Consent Agenda.  After each

12     title is read, any member may object to

13     the inclusion of the bill on the Consent

14     Agenda.  Upon such objection and without

15     debate, the bill will immediately be

16     removed from the Consent Agenda Calendar.

17               Mr. Decker, please read all the

18     titles of the bills on the Consent

19     Agenda.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Bill No.

21     140437-A, entitled "An ordinance to amend

22     the Philadelphia Zoning Maps by changing

23     the zoning designations of certain areas

24     of land located within an area bounded by

25     Powelton Avenue, Lancaster Avenue, 37th
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2     Street, Warren Street, 36th Street,

3     Filbert Street and 38th Street, and by

4     revising use and dimensional regulations

5     in that area of the City"; and

6               Bill No. 140408-A, entitled "An

7     ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

8     Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

9     designations of certain areas of land

10     located within an area bounded by Girard

11     Avenue, Taney Street, Poplar Street, and

12     27th Street"; and

13               Bill No. 140438-A, entitled "An

14     ordinance to amend the Institutional

15     (Special Purpose) District Master Plan of

16     Drexel University in the vicinity of 33rd

17     Street and Chestnut Street, for the

18     construction of a new hotel with retail

19     space"; and

20               Bill No. 140442-A, entitled "An

21     ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

22     Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

23     designations of certain areas of land

24     located within an area bounded by John F.

25     Kennedy Boulevard, 23rd Street, Cherry
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2     Street and the Schuylkill River"; and

3               Bill No. 140444, entitled "An

4     ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

5     Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

6     designations of certain areas of land

7     located within an area bounded by Spring

8     Garden Street, 5th Street, Girard Avenue,

9     2nd Street, Brown Street, and 3rd

10     Street"; and

11               Bill No. 140277, entitled "An

12     ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

13     Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

14     designations of certain areas of land

15     located within an area bounded by

16     Lindbergh Boulevard, Suffolk Avenue, and

17     Island Avenue"; and

18               Bill No. 140222, entitled "An

19     ordinance amending Chapter 16-800 of The

20     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Philadelphia

21     Affordable Housing Opportunity Zones,' by

22     designating the Mantua Housing

23     Opportunity Zone pursuant to the 1500 New

24     Affordable Housing Units Initiative"; and

25               Bill No. 140226, entitled "An
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2     ordinance amending Chapter 16-800 of The

3     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Philadelphia

4     Affordable Housing Opportunity Zones,' by

5     designated the Francisville and

6     Brewerytown Housing Opportunity Zones

7     pursuant to the 1500 New Affordable --

8               (Audience member yelling.)

9               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Hold

10     on.  Hold on.  Hold on.

11               (Brief pause.)

12               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13     Mr. Decker, please continue.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Bill No. 140226,

15     entitled "An ordinance amending Chapter

16     16-800 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

17     'Philadelphia Affordable Housing

18     Opportunity Zones,' by designating the

19     Francisville and Brewerytown Housing

20     Opportunity Zones pursuant to the 1500

21     New Affordable Housing Units Initiative";

22     and

23               Bill No. 140227, entitled "An

24     ordinance amending Chapter 16-800 of The

25     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Philadelphia
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2     Affordable Housing Opportunity Zones,' by

3     designating the Point Breeze and Gray's

4     Ferry Affordable Housing Opportunity

5     Zones pursuant to the 1500 New Affordable

6     Housing Units Initiative"; and

7               Bill No. 140231, entitled "An

8     ordinance establishing a new Chapter

9     16-800 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

10     'Philadelphia Affordable Housing

11     Opportunity Zones,' authorizing the

12     designation of Affordable Housing

13     Opportunity Zones; establishing

14     definitions; authorizing disposition of

15     publicly-owned zone properties for

16     nominal consideration pursuant to the

17     1500 New Affordable Housing Units

18     Initiative"; and

19               Bill No. 140354, entitled "An

20     ordinance amending Chapter 16-800 of The

21     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Philadelphia

22     Affordable Housing Opportunity Zones,' by

23     designating the area bounded by Hunting

24     Park Avenue to the north, Lehigh Avenue

25     to the south, Broad Street to the east
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2     and Twenty-Fourth Street to the west as a

3     Housing Opportunity Zone pursuant to the

4     1500 New Affordable Housing Units

5     Initiative"; and

6               Bill No. 140443, entitled "An

7     ordinance amending Section 10-1001 of The

8     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Fees of

9     Commissioner of Records,' to raise the

10     fee for recording documents"; and

11               Bill No. 140445, entitled "An

12     ordinance authorizing the City Treasurer,

13     on behalf of the City, to enter into an

14     amendment agreement with Wells Fargo Bank

15     for provision of payroll banking services

16     to the City"; and

17               Bill No. 130922, entitled "An

18     ordinance amending Title 9 of The

19     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Regulation

20     of Business, Trades and Professions,' to

21     clarify that it is discrimination based

22     on sex and therefore an unlawful business

23     practice for any employer to fail to

24     accommodate an individual's reasonable

25     need to express breast milk"; and
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2               Bill No. 130950, entitled "An

3     ordinance amending The Philadelphia Code

4     to provide for the authorization of

5     certain pedestrian enhancements to

6     occupy, by license, a portion of the

7     right-of-way"; and

8               Bill No. 140382, entitled "An

9     ordinance amending Section 9-213 of The

10     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Farmers'

11     Markets,' by amending the permissible

12     locations"; and

13               Bill No. 140386, entitled "An

14     ordinance authorizing the Philadelphia

15     Parking Authority to construct, own and

16     maintain various right-of-way

17     encroachments within the public

18     right-of-way on Arch Street, Filbert

19     Street, and Eighth Street"; and

20               Bill No. 140387, entitled "An

21     ordinance amending Section 9-204 of The

22     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Sidewalk

23     Vendors in Center City,' by adding new

24     and eliminating previously designated

25     vendor locations in Center City"; and
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2               Bill No. 140388, entitled "An

3     ordinance authorizing Lifestyle Wealth

4     Management to construct, own and maintain

5     two glass and metal awning encroachments

6     to be located at 1646 through 48 South

7     12th Street, on the west sidewalk of

8     South 12th Street, and the north sidewalk

9     of Morris Street"; and

10               Bill No. 140389, entitled "An

11     ordinance authorizing Tiffin Bistro to

12     construct, own and maintain an open-air

13     sidewalk cafe at 1100 Federal Street";

14     and

15               Bill No. 140412, entitled "An

16     ordinance legalizing an existing external

17     steel stairs to the second and third

18     floors encroaching on the public

19     right-of-way at 3066 E Street"; and

20               Bill No. 140415, entitled "An

21     ordinance establishing parking

22     regulations in the vicinity of:  Watts

23     Street and Porter Street; Juniper Street

24     and Mifflin Street; Emily Street and 11th

25     Street; Mifflin Street and 11th Street;
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2     13th Street and Oregon Avenue; and 13th

3     Street and Ellsworth Street"; and

4               Bill No. 140441, entitled "An

5     ordinance amending Chapter 12-2800 of The

6     Philadelphia Code, entitled

7     'Administrative Adjudication of Parking

8     Violations,' by providing further

9     regarding procedures for appealing

10     adjudications of parking violations and

11     making technical changes"; and

12               Bill No. 140446, entitled "An

13     ordinance legalizing an existing fence

14     and flag poles, and approval to

15     construct, and maintain a new fence, and

16     flag pole encroaching on the public

17     right-of-way at 4300 Tacony Street"; and

18               Bill No. 140454, entitled "An

19     ordinance granting permission to ABEER,

20     owner of the property Oak Lane Diner,

21     6528 North Broad Street, to legalize a

22     one-story concrete masonry construction";

23     and

24               Bill No. 140482, entitled "An

25     ordinance authorizing the striking from
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2     City Plan No. 63 of a certain

3     right-of-way reserved for drainage

4     purposes, water main purposes, and gas

5     main purposes, over former Hamilton

6     Street, between Eighteenth Street and

7     Nineteenth Street"; and

8               Bill No. 140483, entitled "An

9     ordinance authorizing the revision of

10     lines and grades on a portion of City

11     Plan No. 307 by striking from the City

12     Plan and vacating a variable width

13     portion of the southerly footway area of

14     Vine Street from Seventeenth Street to a

15     point approximately three-hundred four

16     feet eastwardly therefrom"; and

17               Bill No. 140490, entitled "An

18     ordinance authorizing Cafe Italiano to

19     construct, own and maintain an open-air

20     sidewalk cafe at 1871 Cottman Avenue";

21     and

22               Bill No. 140492, entitled "An

23     ordinance amending Chapter 12-2700 of The

24     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Permit

25     Parking Districts,' to revise the
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2     definition of 'vehicle' to include

3     motor-driven cycles, to specify the

4     manner in which the number of vehicles in

5     a household is to be calculated, and to

6     further provide with respect to the fee

7     for the issuance of residential parking

8     permits to motorcycles and motor-driven

9     cycles"; and

10               Bill No. 140450, entitled "An

11     ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of

12     Parks and Recreation and the Commissioner

13     of Public Property to enter into an

14     agreement to lease to Temple University

15     an interior portion of the East Park

16     Canoe House, located on Kelly Drive"; and

17               Bill No. 140448, entitled "An

18     ordinance amending Title 19 of The

19     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Finance,

20     Taxes and Collections,' by adding a new

21     Chapter 19-4000, entitled 'Income

22     Inequality Initiative - Earned Income Tax

23     Credit,' providing for the implementation

24     of a policy and procedures to enable all

25     Philadelphia residents who are eligible
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2     for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit

3     to apply for and receive the maximum

4     credit to which they are entitled, with

5     particular focus on the approximately

6     40,000 EITC-eligible Philadelphians who

7     have not yet applied"; and

8               Bill No. 140141, entitled "An

9     ordinance authorizing the Procurement

10     Commissioner to enter into purchase

11     obligations for the delivery of electric,

12     natural gas and motor fuel energy

13     supplies for use by facilities owned and

14     leased by the City"; and

15               Bill No. 140449, entitled "An

16     ordinance authorizing the Procurement

17     Commissioner to enter into an agreement

18     with Bicycle Transit Systems for the

19     delivery of a bicycle sharing system";

20     and

21               Bill No. 140452, entitled "An

22     ordinance amending Title 6 of The

23     Philadelphia Code, known as the 'Health

24     Code,' by amending Section 6-103,

25     entitled 'Penalties and Cease Operations
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2     Orders,' by adding a new Chapter 6-1100,

3     entitled 'Nuisance Health

4     Establishments,' and by amending Section

5     19-2602, entitled 'Licenses,' providing

6     for identification and closure of

7     nuisance health establishments"; and

8               Bill No. 140274, entitled "An

9     ordinance amending Chapter 21-1600 of The

10     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Housing

11     Trust Fund,' to provide annual operating

12     support for affordable rental units that

13     are developed using the 4% federal Low

14     Income Housing Tax Credit"; and

15               Bill No. 140510, entitled "An

16     ordinance amending Section 3-207 of The

17     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Sale of Fuel

18     Oil,' by adding requirements for

19     commercial fuel oil content and emissions

20     to take effect at a future date."

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22     Thank you, Mr. Decker.

23               These bills having been read on

24     two different days, the question is for

25     each bill now shall the bill pass
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2     finally.

3               Mr. Decker shall call the roll,

4     and from being called, each Councilmember

5     shall vote aye on each of the bills or

6     nay on each of the bills or indicate

7     those bills which the member is voting

8     aye or those bills for which the member

9     is voting no.

10               Mr. Decker, please call that

11     roll.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

13     Bass.

14               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye on all

15     bills.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

17     Blackwell.

18               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye on

19     all bills.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

21               COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye on all

22     bills.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

24     Greenlee.

25               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye on
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2     all bills.

3               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

4               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye on all

5     bills.

6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

7     Johnson.

8               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye on all

9     bills.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

11               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye on all

12     bills.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

14     Kenney.

15               COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye on all

16     bills.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18     O'Brien.

19               COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Aye on all

20     bills.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

22     O'Neill.

23               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye on all

24     bills.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.
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2               COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye on all

3     bills.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

5     Quinones-Sanchez.

6               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye on

7     all bills.

8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

9     Reynolds Brown.

10               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye on all

11     bills.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

13     Squilla.

14               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye on all

15     bills.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

17     Tasco.

18               COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye on all

19     bills.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

21     Clarke.

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye

23     on all bills.

24               A majority of members present

25     voting in the affirmative, the bills
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2     pass.

3               The Chair recognizes Councilman

4     Jones for a motion.

5               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

6     Mr. President.  I make a motion that we

7     make an exception for one more public

8     comment.

9               (Duly seconded.)

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

11     been moved and properly seconded.

12               All those in favor?

13               (Aye.)

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15     Those opposed?

16               (No response.)

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

18     ayes have it.  We will have one public

19     comment at this time.

20               (Witness approached podium.)

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

22     afternoon and sorry for the confusion.

23               MS. BEY:  I would like to thank

24     Councilman Curtis Jones and to the

25     Councilmembers here at-large for



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

145

1  6/19/14 - STATED - ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENT

2     listening to me and giving me the

3     opportunity to speak.  My name is

4     Basiymah Muhammad Bey and I was born and

5     raised in the South Philadelphia area of

6     the City, but I've been a resident of the

7     Strawberry Mansion area for the last past

8     20-something years.

9               I came here today because I

10     think the City Councils understand the

11     contradictions that are going on in

12     Strawberry Mansion as it pertains to us

13     not being respected as homeowners that I

14     am, as block captains that I am, as

15     activists that I am, and certainly as

16     business owners that I am.

17               There is a zoning last week to

18     build a recreation center in the center

19     of our block, that being the 3200 block

20     of Berks Street.  We knew nothing about

21     it.  There was no discussion about it.

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Ms.

23     Bey, one second.  Can you just say you're

24     talking about PHA.

25               MS. BEY:  I don't know who I'm
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2     talking about.  You can help me out.

3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4     You're supposed to testify on something

5     that's on the --

6               MS. BEY:  PHA, HUD --

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  So

8     there's --

9               MS. BEY:  -- build --

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Give

11     me a second.  So I believe there's a PHA

12     resolution that was on the Calendar

13     referencing something.  Just say you're

14     talking about PHA for the record.

15               MS. BEY:  Okay.  So you're well

16     aware of it.  I was not aware of it until

17     a week and a half ago that there was a

18     zoning meeting that was making a

19     determination.  There were blueprints

20     already set up, without our community

21     having any knowledge that this was being

22     in place.  And I am appalled today to sit

23     here -- and I thank you, Councilwoman

24     Tasco, in respect of your information

25     that I see here, because as we build in
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2     our communities, we are in respect for

3     the homeowners the housing development is

4     building, and there is no development for

5     the community.  There is no Block Grant

6     offered to my block.  There was nothing

7     offered to us.  There was investments

8     that were going on.  And I wanted the

9     Council to know that we in Strawberry

10     Mansion has been divided, but we have

11     come together because we feel like we're

12     being undermined.  We feel like land is

13     being sold and stole from us with no

14     representation.

15               And I came here today to say

16     that as a homeowner in that block, we do

17     not want a recreation center built in the

18     middle of a residential area that is only

19     accessible to PHA residents.  As a matter

20     of fact, I think you understand,

21     Councilman Clarke, President Councilman

22     Clarke, 5th District.  Our area spoke

23     with you.  We do not want it.

24               And so we need someone to speak

25     to.  I brought it here because I raised
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2     with Council at-large, because we almost

3     feel like what do we do at this point?

4     When someone come to you with a blueprint

5     of what they're going to put there

6     without talking to you, it draws a fight.

7               So today I say that Strawberry

8     Mansion has developed itself and

9     organizing itself, and we need someone to

10     talk to us.  This development will not go

11     up without being respected and having an

12     equal opportunity for the participation

13     of the -- in combination over 63

14     something million dollars that will be

15     invested.

16               The young black men in our

17     community don't have jobs.  Young black

18     contractors and -- well, just contractors

19     in general are not at the table.  So that

20     is a serious problem, and we need to

21     rectify that.

22               I thank you all for the

23     patience and listening to me.  Thank you

24     very much.

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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2     Thank you for your testimony.

3               (Applause.)

4               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5     Thank you.

6               We will now consider the bills

7     and resolutions on the regular Second

8     Reading and Final Passage Calendar.  And

9     we will ask Mr. Decker to read the title

10     of, I believe it's, 140596.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

12     urging the United States Department of

13     Education and Arne Duncan, Secretary of

14     Education, to reconsider the "Gainful

15     Employment" rule that as proposed could

16     derail the educational careers of

17     millions of Americans and have a

18     disproportionately negative effect on

19     low-income and minority students who want

20     to attend college.

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22     Thank you.

23               The Chair recognizes Councilman

24     Oh.

25               COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you,
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2     Council President.  I'd like to make a

3     motion that the resolution be adopted,

4     but I would also like to be heard, with

5     your permission.

6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7     Please do, sir.

8               COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you very

9     much.  I wanted to explain that the

10     Gainful Employment rule that is now being

11     considered in Washington by the Secretary

12     of Education is well intended.  It deals

13     with the fact that there's high debt for

14     student loans.  What I would say,

15     unfortunately this focuses on for-profit

16     versus non-profit institutions.

17               Here in Philadelphia, for

18     example, as we're looking at a new

19     economy emerging where artists,

20     musicians, software developers,

21     videographers, filmmakers, journalists,

22     writers, and all sorts of other skilled

23     and talented persons are entering our

24     workforce, many of them, if not most of

25     them, go to for-profit career training
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2     institutions.  But whether it is a

3     non-profit like Temple University or

4     University of Penn or a for-profit

5     entity, what happens is most of these

6     people who come out of these schools and

7     training programs may not be able to get

8     a job right away or they may not get a

9     job in their profession or they may not

10     make a lot of money initially.  What this

11     rule is doing is, it distinguishes that

12     if you come out of a non-profit

13     university or college, that that college

14     can continue to grant financial aid loans

15     and work study programs to their

16     students.  However, if you go to a

17     for-profit entity like the Art Institute

18     and so many others in Philadelphia that

19     provide culinary education such as the

20     Restaurant School and others, that if

21     graduates from that school are not

22     earning enough money, there's a ratio

23     that they have to have no more than 12

24     percent of their earnings for that year

25     after graduation be for repayment of
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2     student loans or 30 percent of their

3     discretionary income.

4               So what happens is based on

5     this history of earnings-to-debt for

6     student loan repayments, students who

7     currently go to the schools will no

8     longer be allowed to receive work study

9     grants or student loans, and the result

10     of that will be that these students will

11     not be able to go to college or to go to

12     career schools.

13               So while it's well intended, it

14     has very negative consequences based on

15     an artificial measurement that

16     particularly for Philadelphia and other

17     urban centers, especially those in the

18     creative/innovative economy, will be

19     very, very hurtful to.  And so this

20     resolution urges the Secretary of

21     Education to reconsider the possibility

22     of narrowing the scope to focus on those

23     problematic institutions, but not to

24     create such a large bucket that even the

25     good institutions where many low-income



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

153

1         6/19/14 - STATED - 2ND READING

2     students are attending who need help,

3     even middle-class students, need help in

4     order to finish their education.

5               So I would urge my colleagues

6     to vote yes on the passage of this

7     resolution.

8               Thank you.

9               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10     Thank you, Councilman.

11               It's been moved.  Can I get a

12     second?

13               (Duly seconded.)

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

15     been moved and properly seconded that

16     Resolution 140596 be adopted.

17               All those in favor?

18               (Aye.)

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20     Those opposed?

21               (No response.)

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

23     ayes have it, and Resolution 140596 is

24     adopted.

25               Mr. Decker, please read the
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2     title of 140146-A.

3               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

4     adopting the Operating Budget for Fiscal

5     Year 2015.

6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7     Thank you.

8               This bill has been read on two

9     separate days.  The question is shall the

10     bill pass finally.

11               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

13     Bass.

14               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

16     Blackwell.

17               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

19               COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

21     Greenlee.

22               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

24               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman
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2     Johnson.

3               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

5               COUNCILMAN JONES:  No.

6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

7     Kenney.

8               COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

9               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

10     O'Brien.

11               COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

13     O'Neill.

14               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

16               COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

18     Quinones-Sanchez.

19               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

21     Reynolds Brown.

22               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

24     Squilla.

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  No.
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2               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

3     Tasco.

4               COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

5               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

6     Clarke.

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

8               The ayes are 14; the nays are

9     zero.  A majority of members present --

10     I'm sorry; two.  The ayes are 14; the

11     nays are two.

12               He doesn't get a vote, sir.

13     He's Curtis, but not the appropriate guy.

14               The ayes are 14; the nays are

15     two.  A majority of members present

16     voting in the affirmative, the bill

17     passes.

18               Mr. Decker, please read the

19     title of 140408-A.

20               No.  That's Consent.  I'm

21     sorry.  140147.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

23     amending Section 19-1806 of The

24     Philadelphia Code, entitled

25     "Authorization of Realty Use and
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2     Occupancy Tax," to further authorize the

3     Board of Education of the School District

4     of Philadelphia to impose a tax on the

5     use or occupancy of real estate.

6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7     Thank you.

8               This bill has been read on two

9     separate days.  The question is shall the

10     bill pass finally.

11               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

13     Bass.

14               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

16     Blackwell.

17               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

19               COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

21     Greenlee.

22               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

24               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman
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2     Johnson.

3               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

5               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

7     Kenney.

8               COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

9               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

10     O'Brien.

11               COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

13     O'Neill.

14               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

16               COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

18     Quinones-Sanchez.

19               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

21     Reynolds Brown.

22               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

24     Squilla.

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.
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2               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

3     Tasco.

4               COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

5               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

6     Clarke.

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

8               The ayes are 16; the nays are

9     zero.  A majority of members present

10     voting in the affirmative, the bill

11     passes.

12               Mr. Decker, 140512.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

14     authorizing and approving the execution

15     and delivery of a Service Agreement

16     between the City of Philadelphia and the

17     Philadelphia Authority for Industrial

18     Development relating to the financing of

19     additional operating funds for the School

20     District of Philadelphia, approving the

21     issuance by the Philadelphia Authority

22     for Industrial Development of bonds,

23     notes or other evidences of indebtedness

24     in one or more series, to finance such

25     additional operating funds; and
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2     authorizing and approving the obligation

3     of the City of Philadelphia to pay in

4     full when due the Service Fee and other

5     amounts payable under the Service

6     Agreement.

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

8     bill has been read on two separate days.

9     The question is shall the bill pass

10     finally.

11               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

13     Bass.

14               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

16     Blackwell.

17               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

19               COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

21     Greenlee.

22               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

24               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman
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2     Johnson.

3               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

5               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

7     Kenney.

8               COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

9               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

10     O'Brien.

11               COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

13     O'Neill.

14               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

16               COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

18     Quinones-Sanchez.

19               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

21     Reynolds Brown.

22               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

24     Squilla.

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.
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2               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

3     Tasco.

4               COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

5               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

6     Clarke.

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

8               The ayes are 16; the nays are

9     zero.  A majority of members present

10     voting in the affirmative, the bill

11     passes.

12               Mr. Decker, please read the

13     title of 140377.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

15     amending Title 10 of The Philadelphia

16     Code, entitled "Regulation of Individual

17     Conduct and Activity," by adding a new

18     Chapter 10-2100, entitled "Marijuana

19     Possession," to create a civil penalty

20     for the possession of certain items and

21     to provide for penalties and enforcement

22     procedures for violations of such

23     provisions.

24               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25     Before I call for the vote, the Chair
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2     recognizes Councilman O'Brien.

3               COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Thank you,

4     Mr. President.  As I stated in last

5     week's Law and Government Committee

6     hearing, I commend Councilman Kenney for

7     starting this dialogue in an effort to

8     reduce resources spent on small amounts

9     of marijuana arrests in the Police

10     Department, the District Attorney's

11     Office, and the courts.  However, I have

12     several concerns about the measure that

13     is before us today.

14               The DA's Office, with the

15     cooperation of the First Judicial

16     District and the Public Defender's

17     Association, implemented the Small Amount

18     of Marijuana program, known as the SAM

19     program, in June of 2010.  This was done

20     after a local attempt to make possession

21     of a small amount of marijuana a summary

22     offense.  This attempt was struck down by

23     the courts.  For clarity, the penalty is

24     currently an ungraded misdemeanor, not a

25     felony.
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2               Since mid 2010 through last

3     week, the SAM program has delivered

4     nearly 14,000 cases involving the

5     possession of less than 30 grams of

6     marijuana away from traditional

7     prosecution and saved the City nearly $10

8     million.  It's clear the DA's Office has

9     made a concerted and honest effort to

10     ease the resources spent on marijuana

11     arrests.  They've established a

12     thoughtful protocol for such cases, and

13     it gives offenders a sensible path to

14     have their records wiped clean.

15               The DA's Office agrees to a

16     release on recognizance bail for every

17     individual charged with SAM.  This

18     eliminates the chance that the individual

19     will be held on that case.  Those

20     arrested are processed quickly.  The

21     average time from arrest to arraignment

22     to release is less than 17 hours and

23     ensures that individuals will not sit all

24     weekend waiting to go free.

25               Within two weeks of arrest, SAM
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2     individuals are officially offered entry

3     into the program, can complete the

4     program and have their records expunged

5     within six months of arrest.

6     Participants pay a $200 penalty, which is

7     significantly less than the estimated

8     $600 the court costs in lab fees that an

9     individual is required to pay if

10     convicted of SAM.

11               The purpose of the program is

12     to identify non-violent offenders and

13     give them an opportunity to avoid

14     convictions and the consequences that

15     flow therefrom.  Again, this is a

16     thoughtful resources savings approach by

17     the local law enforcement community and

18     operates within the four corners of

19     Pennsylvania state law.

20               I think the bill currently

21     under consideration may really have a

22     state law preemption problem despite the

23     technical limitations in the language.

24     As part of my due diligence, I ran this

25     measure by several highly regarded
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2     attorneys specializing in appellate and

3     constitutional matters, and after those

4     conversations, I am of the firm belief

5     that if this ever went to the Supreme

6     Court, they're likely to say that

7     Philadelphia has no business making up

8     its own penalties for things that the

9     Legislature has already penalized.

10               Regardless of where you fall on

11     this issue, we are bound to live within

12     confines of our laws, and the reality

13     remains that in Pennsylvania, possession

14     of marijuana remains illegal.  To change

15     that, you really have to go to

16     Harrisburg.  And while this bill doesn't

17     per se decriminalize marijuana possession

18     because it's civil in nature under The

19     Philadelphia Code, it essentially has the

20     same effect.

21               In addition to the preemption

22     issue, I have questions and concerns

23     within four specific areas of the bill.

24               The public misinterpretation

25     and the discretion of police:  Will the
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2     public believe that marijuana is legal

3     now in the City of Philadelphia?  What

4     kinds of problems will this cause for

5     police officers?  Will an unintended

6     consequence be increased aggravated

7     assaults on police officers due to the

8     misunderstanding and misinterpretation of

9     the law?  On one hand, we questioned the

10     discretion of the Police Department.  Now

11     we will give those same police officials

12     the discretion to decide who to arrest

13     and who not to arrest and who to fine.

14     Something here just doesn't make sense.

15               If I am arrested and someone

16     else is fined, can I sue the City for

17     unlawful arrest?  Could this raise

18     unwanted equal protection claims against

19     the City?

20               Public places:  There is

21     widespread concern by police and

22     community members regarding the loitering

23     that is often associated with marijuana

24     use in their communities.  In short, they

25     want to be able to answer complaints from
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2     the community about groups of people

3     smoking marijuana on corners in front of

4     stores, et cetera.

5               If it is not a question of

6     public health to allow people to smoke

7     marijuana in public -- is it not a

8     question of public health?  Do you want

9     to be standing on a corner or a bus stop

10     with your children while someone is

11     smoking a joint?  What does the Health

12     Department have to say about that?  Both

13     in Washington, DC and Chicago, they make

14     it clear that it is not okay and it

15     remains unlawful to smoke in public.

16     Even Colorado where marijuana is

17     legalized statewide, they do not allow

18     smoking in public.  This bill does not do

19     so.

20               Fines:  The fine is entirely

21     too low at $25 compared to other civil

22     penalties.  You have to pay $50 for an

23     open container violation for alcohol,

24     which is legal.  You have to pay a $50

25     fine for public urination or defecation.
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2     Skateboarding, roller blading, and

3     bicycling on public property is a $300

4     fine.  Failure to properly clean up after

5     your dog is a $300 fine.  The Chicago

6     ordinance calls for fines of 250 to

7     300 -- for $250 to $500, while the DC

8     law, which has not been approved yet by

9     Congress, requires a $100 fine.

10               The SAM program requires a $200

11     penalty and has experienced a

12     participation rate of 95 percent since

13     its inception.  This is evidence that the

14     fine isn't exorbitant and individuals are

15     willing to pay it.  At $25, it almost

16     encourages getting high in public and

17     some might factor into that the cost of a

18     good time.

19               Probation:  And this is

20     critical.  Almost 70 percent of SAM

21     offenders have prior criminal contacts

22     and are on some form of probation.  What

23     about people who are on probation and the

24     judge specifically orders as a condition

25     of their probation that they not possess
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2     or consume any controlled substance or

3     break the law?  How will the judge know

4     that this person was fined $25 for

5     violating that order?

6               In closing, I understand where

7     Councilman Kenney is trying to go with

8     this measure, but this isn't the path.

9     To accomplish his objective the right

10     way, it must be done via statute in

11     Harrisburg by making possession of a

12     small amount of marijuana a summary

13     offense.

14               Thank you, Mr. President.

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16     Thank you, Councilman.

17               The Chair recognizes Councilman

18     Oh.

19               COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you very

20     much, Council President.  I too would

21     like to express my admiration for

22     Councilman Kenney.  He is an innovative,

23     out-of-the-box thinker.  He is probably

24     the most progressive person.  I know

25     people would compete for that.  And I
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2     really say that with all sincerity.  I

3     don't agree with him on this bill, but I

4     wanted to say that, because I really

5     appreciate new ideas, new approaches.

6               The reason that I have my

7     concerns is because at the end of the

8     day, marijuana, no matter what you do in

9     Philadelphia, is a criminal violation in

10     the State of Pennsylvania.  I don't want

11     to mislead people in our city that if you

12     happen to have a certain small amount,

13     that you are okay.  You're not okay.  You

14     can be arrested and you can be

15     prosecuted.  I think the larger

16     discussion, which some people have said

17     this will lead to, is the issue of

18     whether there should be legalization of

19     marijuana, but until that discussion

20     occurs in the State of Pennsylvania, this

21     issue to me is very similar to

22     prohibition.  People like to have their

23     booze, but the booze, which is illegal,

24     comes at a price.

25               Marijuana is an organized crime
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2     issue.  A lot of people are abused and

3     exploited and murdered in processing and

4     distributing and selling the drug here in

5     the United States.

6               Perhaps we should in the United

7     States come to a conclusion on what our

8     policy is.  I find it very problematic

9     that we tell other countries not to grow

10     it.  We spend a lot of money to prevent

11     it from entering.  We pursue lots of

12     people, put them in jail, and at the same

13     time, we're saying but if you have a

14     little bit, it's okay.

15               So that is my concerns and why

16     I will be voting against it.

17               Thank you.

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19     Thank you, Councilman.

20               If there are no other speeches,

21     this bill has been read on two separate

22     days.  The question is shall the bill

23     pass finally.

24               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

173

1         6/19/14 - STATED - 2ND READING

2     Bass.

3               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

5     Blackwell.

6               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

8               COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

9               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

10     Greenlee.

11               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

13               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

15     Johnson.

16               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

18               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

20     Kenney.

21               COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

23     O'Brien.

24               COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  No.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman
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2     O'Neill.

3               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  No.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

5               COUNCILMAN OH:  No.

6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

7     Quinones-Sanchez.

8               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

9               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

10     Reynolds Brown.

11               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

13     Squilla.

14               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

16     Tasco.

17               COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

19     Clarke.

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

21               The ayes are 13; the nays are

22     three.  A majority of members present

23     voting in the affirmative, the bill

24     passes.

25               Mr. Decker, can you read the
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2     title of 140434.

3               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

4     authorizing the Director of Housing, on

5     behalf of the City, to file applications

6     with the United States Department of

7     Housing and Urban Development for a

8     Community Development Block Grant; to

9     participate in the HOME Investment

10     Partnership program and the Emergency

11     Solutions Grant program; and for a

12     Housing Opportunities for Persons with

13     AIDS Grant.

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

15     bill has been read on two separate days.

16     The question is shall the bill pass

17     finally.

18               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

20     Bass.

21               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

23     Blackwell.

24               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.
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2               COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

3               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

4     Greenlee.

5               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

7               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

9     Johnson.

10               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

12               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

14     Kenney.

15               COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

17     O'Brien.

18               COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

20     O'Neill.

21               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

23               COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

25     Quinones-Sanchez.
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2               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

3               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

4     Reynolds Brown.

5               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

7     Squilla.

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

9               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

10     Tasco.

11               COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

13     Clarke.

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

15               The ayes are 16; the nays are

16     zero.  A majority of members present

17     voting in the affirmative, the bill

18     passes.

19               Mr. Decker, can you read the

20     title of 140417.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

22     authorizing the Director of Finance to

23     establish a Free Library Programs and

24     Facilities Fund in which revenue

25     generated from competitively awarded
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2     agreements for the use of areas or

3     facilities in the Free Library system may

4     be deposited for use to pay expenses for

5     programs and facilities in the Free

6     Library system.

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

8     bill has been read on two separate days.

9     The question is shall the bill pass

10     finally.

11               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

13     Bass.

14               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

16     Blackwell.

17               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

19               COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

21     Greenlee.

22               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

24               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman
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2     Johnson.

3               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

5               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

7     Kenney.

8               COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

9               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

10     O'Brien.

11               COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

13     O'Neill.

14               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

16               COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

18     Quinones-Sanchez.

19               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

21     Reynolds Brown.

22               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

24     Squilla.

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.
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2               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

3     Tasco.

4               COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

5               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

6     Clarke.

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

8               The ayes are 16; the nays are

9     zero.  A majority of members present

10     voting in the affirmative, the bill

11     passes.

12               Mr. Decker, 140448.

13               That's Consent.  I'm sorry.

14     140488.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

16     amending Chapter 17-1300 of The

17     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Philadelphia

18     21st Century Minimum Wage and Benefits

19     Standard," by further providing with

20     respect to the application of the minimum

21     wage and benefit standard to contractors,

22     subcontractors, recipients of financial

23     assistance, and subrecipients of

24     financial assistance; and by revising the

25     required Minimum Wage Standard.
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2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3     Thank you.

4               The Chair recognizes Councilman

5     Goode.

6               COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Thank you,

7     Mr. President.  I will be brief.  Two

8     years ago, I traveled to Washington, DC

9     to meet with about a dozen City

10     Councilmembers from across the country to

11     stand up for American progress, all of us

12     self-identified progressive lawmakers.

13     Within six months, we formed Local

14     Progress.  Two years later, Local

15     Progress has over 350 local elected

16     officials from 40 states.  Our membership

17     includes the Mayors of New York, Los

18     Angeles, Pittsburgh, and Seattle, and the

19     majority of San Francisco's City Council

20     and strong blocks of City Councils in

21     Atlanta, Chicago, Denver, New York,

22     Phoenix, San Diego, Seattle, and here in

23     Philadelphia.

24               Recently, Local Progress

25     members converged on Seattle's Income
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2     Inequality Symposium to push for a higher

3     minimum wage.  We have an active

4     15-member Board, including SEIU, and I

5     serve as the founding Board member.  I'm

6     also the national Chairman of the Local

7     Progress on Good Jobs Campaign.

8               I mention all this because our

9     action here today is in fact part of a

10     growing national movement to address

11     income inequality, and Philadelphia has

12     the leadership role in that movement.

13               There's not only action here

14     and in Seattle, but also Chicago, New

15     York, San Francisco, Washington, DC and

16     elsewhere.  This movement is led locally

17     by SEIU, POWER, Unite Here, Fight for

18     Philly and, of course, this City Council.

19     Our local message is clear:  Public money

20     shouldn't be invested in poverty wages.

21               Today we will help even more

22     employees receive an even better wage,

23     one with more dignity.

24               Since my original law was

25     enacted in 2005, we've raised the wage
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2     standard from $5.15 to $7.72 to $10.88

3     per hour, and now we aim even higher, to

4     at least $12 per hour with a CPI

5     multiplier each year, also required for

6     subcontractors at any tier, because we

7     are still the poorest big city in

8     America.

9               To explain the bill, the bill

10     codifies the Mayor's Executive Order

11     signed on May 6th and the Charter

12     amendment approved by voters on May 20th

13     by a three-to-one margin.  This is real

14     help for real people; in fact, the people

15     who need it the most.  That's why every

16     member of the City Council co-sponsored

17     this bill and the Administration

18     testified in favor of it.

19               But to be clear, this bill

20     can't be enforced until we actually pass

21     it.  So let's make it law right now and

22     enforce it.  It's the right thing to do

23     right now.

24               Thank you, Mr. President.

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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2     Thank you, Councilman.

3               This bill has been read on two

4     separate days.  The question is shall the

5     bill pass finally.

6               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

8     Bass.

9               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

11     Blackwell.

12               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

14               COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

16     Greenlee.

17               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

19               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

21     Johnson.

22               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

24               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman
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2     Kenney.

3               COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

5     O'Brien.

6               COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Aye.

7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

8     O'Neill.

9               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

11               COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

13     Quinones-Sanchez.

14               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

16     Reynolds Brown.

17               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

19     Squilla.

20               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

22     Tasco.

23               COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

25     Clarke.
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2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

3               The ayes are 16; the nays are

4     zero.  A majority of members present

5     voting in the affirmative, the bill

6     passes.

7               Mr. Decker, do you have any

8     additional resolutions.

9               CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

10     authorizing the Committee on Finance to

11     hold public hearings into the possible

12     investment of City Funds and Pensions

13     Funds with the Pax Ellevate Global

14     Women's Index Fund and other similar

15     entities that support and promote gender

16     diversity in the board room, introduced

17     by Councilman Kenney.

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

19     Chair recognizes Councilman Kenney.

20               COUNCILMAN KENNEY:

21     Mr. President, I move the adoption of the

22     resolution.

23               (Duly seconded.)

24               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

25     been moved and properly seconded.
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2               All those in favor?

3               (Aye.)

4               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5     Those opposed?

6               (No response.)

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

8     ayes have it, and that resolution is

9     adopted.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

11     authorizing City Council's Committee on

12     Education to hold hearings to examine the

13     potential benefits of establishing a

14     program, entitled "School-Based Family

15     Services," through which the Philadelphia

16     School District's schools would function

17     as neighborhood-based community hubs,

18     introduced by Councilwoman Blackwell for

19     Council President Clarke.

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

21     Chair recognizes Councilwoman Blackwell.

22               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

23     you, Mr. President.  I move for the

24     adoption.

25               (Duly seconded.)
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2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3     Thank you.  It's been moved and properly

4     seconded.

5               All those in favor?

6               (Aye.)

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8     Those opposed?

9               (No response.)

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

11     ayes have it, and that resolution is also

12     adopted.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

14     honoring the life and mourning the loss

15     of Lewis Katz, introduced by Councilman

16     O'Brien.

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

18     Chair recognizes Councilman O'Brien.

19               COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Thank you,

20     Mr. President.  I respectfully ask that

21     we stand for a moment of silence.

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  So

23     moved.  Please stand.

24               (Moment of silence.)

25               COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Thank you,
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2     Mr. President.  I move for the adoption

3     of the resolution.

4               (Duly seconded.)

5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

6     been moved and properly seconded.

7               All those in favor?

8               (Aye.)

9               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10     Those opposed?

11               (No response.)

12               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

13     ayes have it, and that resolution is

14     adopted.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

16     authorizing Council's Committee on Public

17     Safety to hold public hearings examining

18     the need for a strategic plan for

19     prescription drug drop boxes throughout

20     the City of Philadelphia to take back

21     expired, unused or unwanted prescriptions

22     and the effect that these boxes will have

23     in the battle against prescription drug

24     misuse, abuse, addiction and overdose,

25     introduced by Councilman O'Brien.
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2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3     Thank you.

4               The Chair again recognizes

5     Councilman O'Brien.

6               COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Thank you,

7     Mr. President.  I move for the adoption

8     of the resolution.

9               (Duly seconded.)

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

11     been moved and properly seconded.

12               All those in favor?

13               (Aye.)

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15     Those opposed?

16               (No response.)

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

18     ayes have it, and that resolution is

19     adopted.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

21     authorizing City Council's Committee on

22     Fiscal Stability and Intergovernmental

23     Cooperation to hold hearings to examine

24     the potential benefits of establishing a

25     fiscal oversight entity for the School
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2     District of Philadelphia, introduced by

3     Councilman Goode for Council President

4     Clarke.

5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

6     Chair recognizes Councilman Goode.

7               COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Thank you,

8     Mr. President.  I move for the adoption.

9               (Duly seconded.)

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

11     been moved and properly seconded.

12               All those in favor?

13               (Aye.)

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15     Those opposed?

16               (No response.)

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

18     ayes have it, and that resolution is

19     adopted.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

21     authorizing the Committee on Education to

22     conduct public hearings to examine the

23     status, growth, achievement, and policies

24     of Charter Schools throughout the City of

25     Philadelphia, introduced by Councilwoman
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2     Reynolds Brown.

3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

4     the Chair recognizes Councilwoman

5     Reynolds Brown.

6               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,

7     Mr. President.  I move for the adoption.

8               (Duly seconded.)

9               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

10     been moved and properly seconded.

11               All those in favor?

12               (Aye.)

13               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14     Those opposed?

15               (No response.)

16               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

17     ayes have it, and that resolution is

18     adopted.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

20     congratulating and honoring Soledad

21     Alfaro-Allah for being named

22     Philadelphia's Youth Poet Laureate,

23     introduced by Councilwoman Reynolds

24     Brown.

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The
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2     Chair recognizes Councilwoman Reynolds

3     Brown.

4               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,

5     Mr. President.  I move for the adoption.

6               (Duly seconded.)

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

8     been moved and properly seconded.

9               All those in favor?

10               (Aye.)

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12     Those opposed?

13               (No response.)

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

15     ayes have it, and that resolution is

16     adopted.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

18     authorizing hearings to be conducted by

19     the Committee on Parks, Recreation and

20     Cultural Affairs to investigate methods

21     to enhance new and emerging local

22     artists' access to locally subsidized

23     arts and entertainment, and cultural

24     venues in Philadelphia, introduced by

25     Councilman Jones.
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2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

3     Chair recognizes Councilman Jones.

4               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

5     Mr. President.  I move for its adoption.

6               (Duly seconded.)

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

8     been moved and properly seconded.

9               All those in favor?

10               (Aye.)

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12     Those opposed?

13               (No response.)

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

15     ayes have it, and that resolution is

16     adopted.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

18     also naming Walnut Street between 5th

19     Street and 6th Street to "World Heritage

20     Way," introduced by Councilman Squilla.

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

22     Chair recognizes Councilman Squilla.

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

24     Mr. President.  I move for the adoption

25     of the resolution.
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2               (Duly seconded.)

3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

4     been moved and properly seconded.

5               All those in favor?

6               (Aye.)

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8     Those opposed?

9               (No response.)

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

11     ayes have it, and that resolution is

12     adopted.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

14     authorizing the Joint Committees on

15     Streets and Services and the Environment

16     to hold hearings on the feasibility of

17     and benefits to the City of residential

18     food waste recycling including its impact

19     on environmental quality, hunger

20     prevention, economic savings and job

21     creation, introduced by Councilwoman

22     Bass.

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

24     Chair recognizes Councilwoman Bass.

25               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,
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2     Mr. President.  I move for the adoption

3     of the resolution.

4               (Duly seconded.)

5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

6     been moved and properly seconded.

7               All those in favor?

8               (Aye.)

9               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10     Those opposed?

11               (No response.)

12               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

13     ayes have it, and that resolution is

14     adopted.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

16     condemning the actions of the terrorists

17     who kidnapped three Israeli teenagers,

18     introduced by Councilman Oh.

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

20     Chair recognizes Councilman Oh.

21               COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you,

22     Council President.  I move for the

23     adoption of the resolution.

24               (Duly seconded.)

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's
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2     been moved and properly seconded.

3               All those in favor?

4               (Aye.)

5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

6     Those opposed?

7               (No response.)

8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

9     ayes have it, and that resolution is

10     adopted.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

12     approving the appointment of Asia Coney

13     as a member of the Board of the

14     Philadelphia Housing Authority,

15     introduced by Councilwoman Blackwell on

16     behalf of Council President Clarke.

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

18     Chair recognizes Councilwoman Blackwell.

19               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

20     you, Mr. President.  I move for its

21     adoption.

22               (Duly seconded.)

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

24     been moved and properly seconded.

25               All those in favor?
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2               (Aye.)

3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4     Those opposed?

5               (No response.)

6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

7     ayes have it.

8               I was trying to get a consent

9     agenda up here, but Mr. Decker says I

10     can't do that.  All right.  Thank you.

11     I'm sorry, Mr. Decker.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

13     approving the appointment of Ethel M.

14     Wise as a member of the Board of the

15     Philadelphia Housing Authority,

16     introduced by Councilwoman Blackwell on

17     behalf of Council President Clarke.

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

19     Chair again recognizes Councilwoman

20     Blackwell.

21               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

22     you, Mr. President.  I move for the

23     adoption of the resolution.

24               (Duly seconded.)

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's
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2     been moved and properly seconded.

3               All those in favor?

4               (Aye.)

5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

6     Those opposed?

7               (No response.)

8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

9     ayes have it, and that resolution is also

10     adopted.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

12     appointing Jania Daniels to the Board of

13     Directors for the Germantown Special

14     Services District of Philadelphia,

15     introduced by Councilwoman Bass.

16               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

17     Chair recognizes Councilwoman Bass.

18               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

19     Mr. President.  I move for the adoption

20     of the resolution.

21               (Duly seconded.)

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

23     been moved and properly seconded.

24               All those in favor?

25               (Aye.)
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2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3     Those opposed?

4               (No response.)

5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

6     ayes have it, and that resolution is

7     adopted.

8               CHIEF CLERK:  And Resolution

9     No. 140550, entitled "A resolution

10     appointing Dennis S. Pickeral to the

11     Board of Directors for the Germantown

12     Special Services District," introduced by

13     Councilwoman Bass.

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

15     Chair again recognizes Councilwoman Bass.

16               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

17     Mr. President.  I move for the adoption

18     of the resolution.

19               (Duly seconded.)

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

21     been moved and properly seconded.

22               All those in favor?

23               (Aye.)

24               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25     Those opposed?
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2               (No response.)

3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

4     ayes have it, and that resolution is

5     adopted.

6               CHIEF CLERK:  And Resolution

7     No. 140551, entitled "A resolution

8     appointing Gwang Han to the Board of

9     Directors of the Germantown Special

10     Services District," introduced by

11     Councilwoman Bass.

12               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

13     Chair again recognizes Councilwoman Bass.

14               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

15     Mr. President.  I move for its adoption.

16               (Duly seconded.)

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

18     been moved and properly seconded.

19               All those in favor?

20               (Aye.)

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22     Those opposed?

23               (No response.)

24               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

25     ayes have it, and that resolution is
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2     adopted.

3               CHIEF CLERK:  And Resolution

4     No. 140552, entitled "A resolution

5     appointing Justin DiBerardinis to the

6     Board of Directors for the Germantown

7     Special Services District," introduced by

8     Councilwoman Bass.

9               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

10     Chair recognizes Councilwoman Bass.

11               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

12     Mr. President.  I move for the adoption

13     of the resolution.

14               (Duly seconded.)

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

16     been moved and properly seconded.

17               All those in favor?

18               (Aye.)

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20     Those opposed?

21               (No response.)

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

23     ayes have it, and that resolution is

24     adopted.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  And Resolution
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2     No. 140553, entitled "A resolution

3     appointing Kathleen N. Paulmier to the

4     Board of Directors for the Germantown

5     Special Services District," introduced by

6     Councilwoman Bass.

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

8     Chair recognizes Councilwoman Bass.

9               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

10     Mr. President.  I move for its adoption.

11               (Duly seconded.)

12               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

13     been moved and properly seconded.

14               All those in favor?

15               (Aye.)

16               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17     Those opposed?

18               (No response.)

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

20     ayes have it, and that resolution is

21     adopted.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  And Resolution

23     No. 140578, entitled "A resolution

24     approving the appointment of Julia Danzy

25     as a member of the Board of the
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2     Philadelphia Housing Authority,"

3     introduced by Councilwoman Blackwell.

4               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

5     Chair recognizes Councilwoman Blackwell.

6               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

7     you, Mr. President.  I move for the

8     adoption of the resolution.

9               (Duly seconded.)

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

11     been moved and properly seconded.

12               All those in favor?

13               (Aye.)

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15     Those opposed?

16               (No response.)

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

18     ayes have it, and that resolution is

19     adopted.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  And Resolution

21     No. 140592, entitled "A resolution

22     appointing Romulo L. Diaz, Jr., to the

23     Board of Directors of the Center City

24     District," introduced by Councilman

25     Squilla.
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2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

3     Chair recognizes Councilman Squilla.

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

5     Mr. President.  I move for the adoption

6     of the resolution.

7               (Duly seconded.)

8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

9     been moved and properly seconded.

10               All those in favor?

11               (Aye.)

12               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13     Those opposed?

14               (No response.)

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

16     ayes have it, and that resolution is

17     adopted.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  There are no

19     other resolutions on the Final Passage

20     Calendar, Mr. President.

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22     Thank you very much, Mr. Decker.

23               Are there any speeches on the

24     part of the minority?

25               (No response.)
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2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Any

3     speeches on the part of the majority?

4               And the Chair recognizes

5     Councilman Henon.

6               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

7     Mr. President.  I just want to take a

8     moment to thank all of the Councilmembers

9     in supporting your legislative package

10     that you put together regarding PHA and

11     the opportunity zones.  I think it's a

12     real vision that we have, and I'm sure

13     it's going to be nationally recognized,

14     while we are able to have a plan put

15     together where 2,000 new units for PHA

16     residents, middle-class Philadelphians,

17     and also taking care of some of the

18     vacant land and vacant buildings and

19     properties that were tax delinquent that

20     have been sitting on the rolls for such a

21     long time.  And it's that kind of --

22     somebody had mentioned earlier about

23     taking chances and having a vision, and

24     that's a vision that's actually going to

25     put people in homes.  It's actually going
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2     to put people -- put some dollars back on

3     the tax rolls and put communities back

4     together by hiring local residents and

5     giving communities an opportunity to grow

6     otherwise where they wouldn't have this

7     change.

8               So the creativity that you have

9     put together in this package with the

10     Housing Trust Fund and the tax credit

11     combinations is something historic that

12     we all witnessed, and I'm not sure that

13     everybody who comes to City Council

14     understands the type of work and

15     partnership that you were able to put

16     together in this.  I know this body

17     recognizes that.  The ability to leverage

18     funds, partners, the Philadelphia

19     building trades, and the ability to help

20     low-income residents and middle-class

21     Philadelphians being a part of the

22     community and making communities grow is

23     pretty impressive.

24               So I just want to recognize

25     that publicly and thank you.
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2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3     Thank you, Councilman.  And thank you for

4     your continued support in building those

5     coalitions.  And I want to thank

6     Councilwoman Quinones-Sanchez for her

7     dogged pursuit of the Land Bank that will

8     play an integral role and all of the

9     other members in their various assets as

10     it relates to the ability to contribute

11     to the rebirth of the neighborhoods,

12     because at the end of the day, that's

13     what it's all about.  We have to very

14     aggressively rebuild our neighborhoods

15     and to make sure that we stem the tide of

16     decline in a lot of the neighborhoods

17     that are not referenced in some of the

18     trade magazines.  So thank you so much

19     for that.

20               The Chair recognizes Councilman

21     Jones.

22               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

23     Mr. President.  I want to follow my

24     colleague's line of comment and thank you

25     for your leadership on so many issues,
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2     sometimes public, sometimes not so

3     public.  And I know you're not much older

4     than me, or at least I don't know that,

5     but you have served as a wise mentor in

6     many, many situations, and it's

7     unfortunate that sometimes you stand at

8     the helm of Council, because I know if

9     you didn't, your opinion would be heard a

10     lot more.  So we're kind of fortunate to

11     be able to have you almost restrained in

12     that manner.

13               I want to thank you

14     particularly for the dozens of times you

15     traveled up to Harrisburg fighting for

16     more funding for schools, struggling with

17     the lack of accountability sometimes this

18     body has, weighing, if you would,

19     debating in your own mind about how we

20     should support and whether or not.  And

21     at the end of the day, you have

22     consistently put forth votes, policy

23     measures, whether it was selling schools

24     or whether it is actual appropriations to

25     support our children.  I want to thank



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

210

1           6/19/14 - STATED - SPEECHES

2     you for that.

3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4     Thank you.

5               COUNCILMAN JONES:  I want to

6     also transition and say thank you for

7     some of the shuttle diplomacy as

8     mentioned about fighting for labor peace

9     in the City of Philadelphia.  I know that

10     you care a great deal about it and I know

11     that members of this body have

12     demonstrated it.  I'm going to use

13     Councilwoman Reynolds' borrowed quote

14     from Joe Biden:  "Don't tell me what you

15     value.  Show me your budget and I will

16     tell you what you value."

17               Today I protested with a vote

18     of conscience -- and I know many other

19     members have done it in the past and will

20     do it in the future -- not to vote for

21     the operating budget you had me

22     introduce, and the reason is because

23     we've done such great work advocating for

24     fair labor practices in the City of

25     Philadelphia.  Whether we talk about the
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2     security guards I remember a couple of

3     years ago that went unnoticed until

4     Councilman Goode stood up and said we're

5     going to do something about getting them

6     a fair contract, having worked for two

7     years without one.  I know when 1199C had

8     issue with some of the hospitals, we

9     stood firm and helped them in the ways

10     that we could to try to find labor peace.

11     Whether it was 32BJ and the security

12     guards or the workers that work in our

13     schools, in the cafeteria, this body,

14     members of it, Sanchez and others, fought

15     for them.

16               The Gas Works is always a

17     consideration in their union.  Many of us

18     went down to TWU for the SEPTA workers.

19     Councilman Johnson, myself, and others

20     went down there.  And Cindy Bass always

21     talks about her sister, who is a SEPTA

22     driver.

23               The teachers union just got

24     help today.  We passed a measure that

25     will help them maintain their high
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2     integrity of their work effort to educate

3     our young people, but we left some of our

4     work undone.  District Council 47 has a

5     contract.  District Council 33 does not.

6     I've watched my moral compass,

7     Councilwoman Blackwell, be the lone

8     soldier in voting against a budget over

9     and over again, and I always didn't

10     understand why, but what made it

11     clarionly clear was the second worst

12     winter this city ever had.  And a water

13     main broke two blocks, two blocks from my

14     house, and I was coming home from a late

15     night meeting and it was maybe 9 o'clock,

16     and it was frigid.  And I watched members

17     of the Water Department stand out there

18     with frozen beards, frozen beards.  I

19     refused to even get out the car to say

20     thank you.  It was that cold.  But they

21     stood out there all through the night to

22     make sure that residents in the City had

23     water.

24               Now, I am not trying to get

25     into the muck and mire of the details of
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2     what a fair contract will be, but we

3     cannot leave those people behind each and

4     every year as we pass this budget.  I

5     know each of you have a vote of

6     conscience as well.  I'm not saying you

7     don't.  But you also let me know the

8     consequences of not passing the budget,

9     those same members, those same members

10     would not be paid.

11               So I want to thank my

12     colleagues for being the grownups in the

13     room, often pulling me from the ledge and

14     you offering me some wise counsel and

15     guidance, but let us not forget that we

16     have still our work undone and we won't

17     be right until all of us are right.

18               Thank you.

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20     Thank you, Councilman.  Thank you for

21     those kind words.  I just want to

22     reference -- and I know I'm not supposed

23     to speak while I'm up here, but every now

24     and then I take liberties.

25               I just wanted to talk about the
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2     Harrisburg treks that we've made, and you

3     actually accompanied me a couple of

4     occasions.  And the one consistent theme

5     when we go there, they always talk about

6     how great a job City Council is doing.

7     And so that immediately gives me some

8     level of credibility when I talk to

9     people about support for the City of

10     Philadelphia, because they genuinely hear

11     and they know that you guys are doing a

12     great job.

13               So I want to commend you and

14     thank you for the level of work and the

15     level of sincere policy initiatives that

16     you put forth that put us in a level that

17     we've never been at before.  And I know

18     I'm going to hear it from a former

19     Councilmember, but I got to call it like

20     it is.  I'm sure John Street will call

21     sometime this afternoon and say, Clarke,

22     what are you talking about?  Are you

23     suggesting that I didn't do as good a

24     job?  But it's the simple reality that

25     you guys are great.  You guys are really
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2     great.

3               This budget issue -- and like

4     you said, Councilman, you referenced the

5     fact that we had to vote for the budget

6     today because we did not want police and

7     firemen and all other municipal employees

8     not to get paid.  I just don't hope -- I

9     hope that that's not construed to anyone

10     that we're not going to be vigilant and

11     we're not going to be very aggressive,

12     and I suspect within the next week or so

13     there's going to be a very public

14     statement about coming to a conclusion on

15     this municipal contract.  This is

16     ridiculous for them to have gone more

17     than six years without a raise in this

18     environment.  So that has to get done,

19     and I'm sure we'll be talking over the

20     next couple of days.  So I want to thank

21     you so much for that.

22               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Just one

23     other point.

24               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25     Sure.
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2               COUNCILMAN JONES:  One of those

3     civil servants is in the Caucus Room next

4     door, the new Commissioner, Commissioner

5     Sawyer of the Fire Department.  We've

6     provided lunch for a meet and greet.  We

7     wish all members and staff to come over

8     and meet our new Fire Commissioner.

9               Thank you, Mr. President.

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11     Thank you, Councilman.

12               The Chair recognizes

13     Councilwoman Tasco.

14               COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Thank you,

15     Mr. President.  I too want to thank you

16     for your leadership.  I know the hard

17     work you're doing trekking to Harrisburg

18     every week trying to deal with the issue

19     of the School District.

20               I have another statement I want

21     to make about an issue that is before or

22     will be before the Council.

23               Four years versus eight weeks.

24     Four years versus eight weeks.  Four

25     years versus eight weeks.  In 2010, the



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

217

1           6/19/14 - STATED - SPEECHES

2     Administration started the PGW sale

3     process by selecting Lazard as a

4     strategic advisor.  In 2014, 2014, City

5     Council selected Concentric Energy

6     Advisors as its consultant to provide

7     advice on the PGW sale proposal.

8               On April 11th, 2014 and after

9     signing non-disclosure agreements,

10     Concentric started to review over 6,000,

11     6,000 PGW-related documents in a virtual

12     data room and numerous other confidential

13     materials.

14               Today is June 19, 2014.  That's

15     four years versus eight weeks.  Although

16     the Administration has been working on

17     the PGW sale proposal for four years, the

18     media and the Administration have been

19     asking, When will Concentric finish its

20     report?

21               There are many questions that

22     have to be answered and all of these

23     documents have to be reviewed.

24               PGW has been in existence since

25     1841 and is the only public utility
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2     operated by a major city with desirable

3     facilities to liquefy and store natural

4     gas.  There are those who believe this

5     viable asset should be sold and

6     privatized.

7               City Council and the

8     Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission

9     are the deciding parties on the sale of

10     PGW.  Given the complexity and the

11     importance of the proposed transaction,

12     City Council would be irresponsible if we

13     did not do our due diligence.

14               Over the past few weeks,

15     Concentric has met with PGW management,

16     representatives of the Administration,

17     Community Legal Services, and the Gas

18     Works employees union, Local 686.

19     Concentric has held weekly conference

20     calls with Council staff and various

21     conference calls with JP Morgan, Lazard,

22     Loop Capital, Ballard Spahr, and PGW's

23     Chief Financial Officer and Chief

24     Operating Officer.  Concentric has

25     submitted seven sets of information
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2     requests to the Administration and will

3     be submitting an eighth set next week.

4               With Concentric's support,

5     Council is proceeding toward an informed

6     decision.  We will not cut corners and

7     rush to make a judgment that will have an

8     impact on every ratepayer in this city.

9     I do not appreciate those civic groups,

10     who have no notion of what is going on,

11     trying to tell us what to do.  PICA, the

12     governing board that oversees us, made a

13     decision about a sale based on a

14     seven-page PowerPoint.  I call that

15     irresponsible.

16               When the Administration tried

17     to rush Council to pass real estate tax

18     rates based on an incomplete Actual Value

19     Initiative, Council took the time to do

20     it correctly, with better results, as

21     Chicago did when it had to look at

22     selling its -- privatizing its parking

23     meters.

24               If responsible elected

25     officials don't carefully examine all of
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2     the details of a transaction, the

3     citizens can get burned.  This is a major

4     decision that we have to make and we need

5     to know exactly what we're getting into.

6               And so I appreciate the time

7     you've given and the support you've given

8     to weigh in on the fact that we do need

9     to study every detail.  The devil is in

10     the details.  So let's not act in haste

11     only to repent at leisure.

12               Thank you.

13               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14     Thank you so much, Councilwoman.

15               That appears to conclude our

16     speeches, and the Chair recognizes

17     Councilwoman Brown for a motion.

18               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,

19     Mr. President.  I move that Council stand

20     adjourned until Thursday, September 11th,

21     2014 at 10:00 a.m.

22               (Duly seconded.)

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24     Thank you.  It's been moved and properly

25     seconded that Council stand adjourned
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2     until Thursday, September 11th, 2014,

3     10:00 a.m.

4               All those in favor will say

5     aye.

6               (Aye.)

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8     Those opposed?

9               (No response.)

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

11     ayes have it.  Council is adjourned.

12               See you all shortly.

13               (Stated Meeting adjourned at

14     2:25 p.m.)

15                   - - -

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1

2                 CERTIFICATE

3          I HEREBY CERTIFY that the

4 proceedings, evidence and objections are

5 contained fully and accurately in the

6 stenographic notes taken by me upon the

7 foregoing matter, and that this is a true and

8 correct transcript of same.

9

10

11

12

13 --------------------

14 MICHELE L. MURPHY

15 RPR-Notary Public

16

17

18

19          (The foregoing certification of this

20 transcript does not apply to any reproduction

21 of the same by any means, unless under the

22 direct control and/or supervision of the

23 certifying reporter.)

24

25
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