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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Good norni ng, everyone.

(Good norning.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | note that the hour has
cone and that a quorumof this
Council is present. This Council
session wll now cone to order.

WIIl all visitors please
retire to your seats outside the
rails. And before proceeding, |
will ask all those present to please
set your cell phones on silent or
vi brate and pl ease take all sidebar
conversations outside of the Counci
chanbers.

To give our invocation
this norning, the Chair recognizes
Past or Bryan Jackson of Garden of
Prayer World Prayer. He is here
today as the guest of Council menber
and Mnority Leader Brooks.

| will ask all menbers
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
and guests to please rise.

(Counci | menber s, guests
and visitors rise.)

PASTOR JACKSON:  Fat her
God, in the nanme of Jesus we cone to
first say thank you for another day,
for anot her opportunity, a day that
we' ve never ever seen before. W
ask right now that you would | ook on
this great city, that you would
bl ess all of the people that
i nhabited not only this city, but
bl ess those that govern the city,
that you may | ead them and gui de
themin all truth.

Help us to not lean to
our own understanding but in all of
our ways to acknow edge you, that
you may give us instruction and
direction. |If you do these things,
Lord, we'll be careful to give your
name gl ory, honor and prai se because

it belongs to you.
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - APPROVAL OF JOURNAL
In Jesus nane we do pray
and all God's people said Anen.
(Amen.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
Pastor for his invocation.
Council will now be at
ease.
(Council at ease.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair notes for the
record the presence of Council nmenber
| sai ah Thonas.
The next order of
busi ness is the approval of the
Journal of the neeting of Thursday,
Oct ober 31, 2024.
The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader G | nore Richardson.
COUNCI LMOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,
M. President.

| nmove that the Journa
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - APPROVAL OF JOURNAL

of the neeting of Thursday, Cctober
31, 2024 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Journa
of the neeting of Thursday, Cctober
31, 2024 stand approved.

Al'l those in favor wll
I ndi cate by sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
Journal is approved.

The next order of
busi ness is request for |eaves of
absence.

And the Chair recognizes
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore

Ri char dson.
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - LEAVES

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President.

On behal f of the
Majority, there are no requests for
| eaves of absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
Maj ority Leader.

The Chair recogni zes
M nority Leader Brooks.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Mnority Wi p O Rourke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, Council President.

On behalf of the Mnority
Leader, there are no requests for
| eaves of absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

The Chair now recogni zes
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - MOTI ON CONCERNI NG CALENDAR

Majority Leader G | nore Richardson
for a notion concerning certain
| egi sl ative matters that may ari se
during the course of today's session
of Council and that were not |isted
on the Calendar circulated prior to
today' s Council session.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci l
Presi dent .

Prior to nmaking the
Sunshine Act notion, 1'd like to
take a point of personal privilege
to wel come A Hone from Shana
Foundation to Philadel phia Gty
Council today. W are joined by
Cl eopatra Robi nson and Jessica D xon
Helm We welcone themto
Phi | adel phia Gty Council. Thank
you for joining us today.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,

Page 7

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 14/ 2024

11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - MOTI ON CONCERNI NG CALENDAR

M. President.

| nove that any of the
following mtters, if considered
today, may be added to the agenda
for this session of Council and, as
requi red by | aw, subsequently
publ i shed on an anmended agenda after
t he consideration of those matters:
resol uti ons authori zi ng heari ngs,
amendnents to bills on first
readi ng, the reconsideration of a
bill vetoed by or re-called fromthe
Mayor, anendnents to bills re-called
fromthe Mayor, resolutions taking
substantive action to be voted on in
this session, a notion to wthdraw a
bill or resolution that is not on
the Cal endar and a notion placing a
bill or resolution on or returning a
bill or resolution fromthe
Suspensi on Cal endar that is not
| isted on today's Cal endar.

The purpose of this
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nmotion is to provide the public with
noti ce concerni ng possi bl e actions
by Council that arose too |late to be
i ncl uded on the Cal endar that was
publ i shed prior to today's session.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
| egi sl ative matters stated by
Counci | mrenber G | nore R chardson may
be added to the agenda for today
shoul d those matters arise during
t he course of this session of
Counci | .

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - GUESTS
notion carries.

The Chair will dispense
with the regul ar order of business
to recogni ze the guests and visitors
joining us in Chanbers this norning.

On behal f of all nenbers
of City Council, | welcone you to
our Council's session. W
appreci ate your taking the tine to
join us as we attend to the
| egislative affairs of our city. W
certainly invite you to cone again.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President and col | eagues.

l"d like you to join ne
in welcomng the students of Cassidy
School in the 4th District. It has
been ny privilege to watch them nove
fromone of the second ol dest schoo
bui | di ngs, Kathy G | nore R chardson,

to one of the newest school
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buil dings with a brand new
maker space and brand new weat her
station and opportunities to be
educated in a first-class facility.

Wul d students from
Cassi dy pl ease ri se.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You're wel cone. Thank
you, Menber Jones.

The next order of
busi ness i s conmuni cati ons.

The Chair requests that
the Sergeant-at-Arns deliver the
nmessages fromthe Mayor to the Chief
A erk.

WIIl the Chief Cerk read
t he nessages fromthe Mayor and any
ot her communi cations in her
possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: To the
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Presi dent and nenbers of the Counci
of the Gty of Philadel phia, | am
hereby subm tting for your
consi deration of your Honorabl e body
the foll ow ng proposed ordi nance:

An ordi nance aut horizing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property, on
behal f of the Gty of Phil adel phia,
to enter into various |ease and
subl ease agreenents wi th various
| andl ords and tenants for the use by
the Gty of all or a portion of
vari ous prem ses |ocated at 1835
South Broad Street, 6,000 Wodl and
Avenue, 4029 Market Street, 5610
Lancaster Avenue, 2301 North Broad
Street, 6420 Frankford Avenue, 2739
North 5th Street, 5361-91 Chew
Avenue, 6233 North Broad Street and
1619 Grant Avenue, all under certain
terms and conditions; and

A resol ution authorizing

t he Phil adel phia Land Bank to
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di spose of 320 North 41st Street and
323 North Holly Street |ocated in
the 3rd Councilmanic District in
accordance with the terns of Chapter
16- 700 of The Phil adel phi a Code.

And | am pl eased to
advi se you that on Novenber 13, 2024
| signed the following bills which
wer e passed by Council at its
sessi on on Cctober 24, 2024: Bill
No. 240657, 240748, 240749, 240812,
240813, 240814, 240815, 240816,
240818, 240819, 240820, 240821,
240822, 240823 and 240824.

And | am pl eased to
advi se you that on Novenber 13, 2024
| signed the followi ng bills which
were passed by council at its
session on Cctober 31, 2024: Bill
Nos. 240499, 240656, 240661 and
240662.

There are no further

communi cati ons in my possession,
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. The nessages
will be printed in the Journal.

The next order of
busi ness is the introduction of
bills and resol utions.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Good norni ng, colleagues. Good
nor ni ng, Council President.

| have one bill for
I ntroduction today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the bill.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anendi ng Section 14-520 of
The Phi |l adel phia Code, entitled
“"/NDO, Ninth District Overlay

District,” by reorgani zi ng existing
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS
requi rements and requiring special
exceptions for certain uses in

desi gnated areas, all under certain
terms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This bill wll be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

The Chair recogni zes
Mpjority Leader G | nore Richardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Good norni ng, Counci l
Presi dent.

Today | offer one
privileged resolution and one bill
both on your behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIl the derk please
read the titles of the resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance to anend the Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changing the zoni ng

desi gnations of certain areas of
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS
| and | ocated within an area bounded
by Packer Avenue, 7th Street,
Patterson Avenue and Darien Street.
To amend Title 14 of The

Phi | adel phi a Code by addi ng Secti on
14-541, entitled "Packer Avenue

Overlay District," and maki ng ot her
rel ated changes, all under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
cel ebrating the Phil adel phia
Tri bune, an advocate and trail bl azer
for the African Anerican conmunity
on the occasion of its 140th
anni versary as the ol dest,
conti nuously published newspaper
owned and operated by African

Aneri cans.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT

Page 16

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 14/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gaut hi er.
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Good norning, Council President.
Today | have four
non-privil eged resol utions for
I ntroducti on.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.
WIl the Cerk please
read the titles of the resol utions.
CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resolution al so
nam ng the 3900 bl ock of Chest nut
Street as "Dr. Audrey E. Evans \Way"
to honor the life and nenory of
Dr. Audrey E. Evans and her
I nval uabl e contributions to
pedi atri ¢ oncol ogy and the Ronal d

McDonal d House Charities of the
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS
Phi | adel phi a Regi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
for consideration at our next
sessi on of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 320 North 41st
Street and 323 North Holly Street
| ocated in the 3rd Council manic
District in accordance with the
terns of chapter 16-700 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's -- this resol ution
wi || be placed on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at the
next session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a

non-privil eged resol uti on
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 3924 Canbri dge
Street, 3909 Pennsgrove Street,
1110, 1112, 1113, 1118, 1128 State
Street, 3900, 3902, 3904, 3906,
3911, 3912, 3919, 3921 and 3926
Wal usi ng Avenue | ocated in the 3rd
Councilmanic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
for consideration at the next
session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phi a
Redevel opment Authority to execute
and deliver to the Phil adel phia Land
Bank deeds conveying title to
various properties located in the

3rd Councilmanic District, including
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS
on the following streets: North
35th Street, North 38th Street,
Aspen Street, Brown Street, North
Dekal b Street, Ogden Street, Sloan
Street and Union Street pursuant to
the requirenments of the Commonweal th
Land Bank Act.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
for consideration at our next
sessi on of Council.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Good
nor ni ng, Council President. Good
nmor ni ng, coll eagues. |'m spending
nore time wwth y'all than ny kids
this week, but that's okay.

| have one bill and one
non-privileged resolution to
i ntroduce today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the bill and
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance providing for the
subm ssion to the qualified el ectors
of the City of Philadel phia of the
proposal set forth in a Resolution
approved by Council proposing an
anmendnent to the Phil adel phia Hone
Rule Charter to elimnate the
requi renent that Gty officers and
enpl oyees resign fromtheir Gty
of fi ce or enpl oynent before becom ng
candi dates for public office; and
aut hori zing the appropriate officers
to publish notice and to nake
arrangenents for the speci al
el ecti on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be referred

to the appropriate commttee.
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on proposing
an anmendnent to the Phil adel phia
Home Rule Charter to elimnate the
requirement that City officers and
enpl oyees resign fromtheir Gty
of fice or enpl oynent before becom ng
candi dates for public office and
providing for the subm ssion of the
amendnent to the el ectors of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
for consideration at the next
sessi on of Council .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, M. President.

Today | offer one bil
and one privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the derk please
read the titles of the bill and
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 9-600 of
The Phi |l adel phia Code, entitled
"Service and O her Businesses," to
add a new Section 9-640, entitled
“Mandat ory Posting of Warning of
Unl awful Transfer of Firearm" to
require licensed firearmdealers to
post signs warning that purchasing
firearns for another is crimnally
puni shabl e, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This bill wll be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authorizing
the Joint Committees on Public

Safety and Parks and Recreation to
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS
hol d hearings to exam ne the
I nterdepartnental protoco
adm ni stered by Phil adel phia Parks
and Recreation, the Phil adel phia
Fire Departnment and the Ofice of
Emer gency Managenent for urban-fire
managenent in public parks and park
adj acent nei ghbor hoods, consi dering
the recent unprecedented droughts
and w I dfires across the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Fi nal Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Good norning, Council President,
col | eagues.

| have one privil eged
resol uti on today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the privileged
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
Novenber 17th, 2024 as Worl d Day of
Remenbrance for Road Traffic Victins
in the Gty of Phil adel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, everyone.

Today | offer two bills.
One on your behal f and one
privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS

WIIl the derk please
read the titles of the bills and
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance aut hori zing the
Conmm ssi oner of Public Property, on
behal f of the Gty of Phil adel phia,
to enter into various |ease and
subl ease agreenents wi th various
| andl ords and tenants for use by the
Cty of all or a portion of various
prem ses | ocated at 1835 Sout h Broad
Street, 6,000 Wodl and Avenue, 4029
Mar ket Street, 5610 Lancaster
Avenue, 2301 North Broad Street,
6420 Frankford Avenue, 2739 North
5th Street, 5361-91 Chew Avenue,
6233 North Broad Street and 1619
G ant Avenue, all under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be referred

to the appropriate commttee.
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CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance to anmend the Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changing the zoni ng
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated within an area bounded
by Oxford Street, Cadwal |l ader
Street, Jefferson Street, Gernantown
Avenue and 4th Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This bill wll be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution -- one second,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council w1l be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

CH EF CLERK: Sorry. And
a privileged resolution declaring
the Third Wek of every Novenber as
"Restorative Justice Wek" in the
City of Phil adel phia in honor of the

I nt ernational Canpai gn
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"I nternational Restorative Justice
Week. "

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

Today | offer four bills
and one non-privil eged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Cerk please
read the titles of the bills and
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance aut hori zing the
Conmmi ssi oner of Public Property, on
behal f of the Gty of Phil adel phia,
to acquire fee sinple title or a

| esser real estate interest by
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pur chase, dedi cation, donation,
condemation, agreenent in lie of
condemation or otherwise in and to
all portions of a certain parcel of
| and known as 923 West Butl er
Street, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance to anend the Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoni ng
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated within an area bounded
by Erie Avenue, 9th Street,
Hut chi nson Street, Ontario Street,
Sedgley Street, 6th Street, d enwood
Avenue and Broad Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
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ordi nance aut hori zing the
Conmmi ssi oner of Public Property, on
behal f of the Gty of Philadel phia,
to enter into a subl ease agreenent
wi th the Phil adel phia Muni ci pal
Authority for use by the City of a
portion of the prem ses |ocated at
1600- 26 John F. Kennedy Boul evard,
Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a, under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill wll be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
or di nance aut hori zing the
Conmi ssi oner of Public Property, on
behal f of the GCty, to enter into a
subl ease agreenent with the
Phi | adel phia Munici pal Authority for
use by the Gty of a portion of the
prem ses | ocated at 30 South 15th
Street, Phil adel phia, Pennsylvania,

under certain terns and conditions.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non- privil eged resol uti on thanking
t he Pennsyl vani a General Assenbly
for passing Act 103, the Putting the
Brakes on Street Racing Bill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
for consideration at the next
session of Council.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recognizes
M nority Leader Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.

| have no bills or
resol uti ons today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes

Counci | mrenber JimHarrity.
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COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Council President, | have one bill
on your behalf today and proud to
say co-sponsored by every nenber in
this house, proving once again that
we are for the working people of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch,
Menber Harrity.

Wuld the Cerk please
read the title of the bill.

CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance anendi ng Phi | adel phi a Code
Section 17-107 to add stadi um
concessi on enpl oyees as a cl ass of
wor kers entitled to receive
prevailing wages as defined by the
City Code from persons receivVving
Cty contracts or leasing land from
the Gty or a City-rel ated agency,
addi ng and nodi fying definitions and

est abl i shing when such requirenents
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are effective, all under certain
terms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be referred
to the appropriate committee.

THe Chair recogni zes
M nority Deputy Whip Nichol as
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Good norning, M. President. Good
nor ni ng, Phil adel phi ans, all.

| do have one urgent
non-privileged resolution to
I ntroduce on your behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

Wuld the Oerk please
read the resol ution

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resolution calling on
Governor Josh Shapiro and the
Del aware Val |l ey Regi onal Pl anni ng

Comm ssion to stave all fare hikes
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and service cuts to SEPTA by fl exing
federal infrastructure funds from
state highway projects to | ocal
transportation authorities.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
for consideration at our next
session of Council.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Good norning, M. President.

No resolutions or bills
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber O Nei l I.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer one bill by

request.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch,
Counci | mrenber O Nei l I.
Wuld the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the bills.
CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance aut hori zing the revision
of lines and grades on a portion of
City Plan Nos. 383, 384, 385 and 386
by rel ocating portions of the
housel i nes and curblines of
Sout hanpt on Road from the Roosevelt
Boul evard to points northwestwardly
therefrom relocating portions of
the easterly houseline and the
curblines of Southanpton-Byberry
Road fromthe Roosevelt Boul evard to
poi nts sout heastwardly and
southwardly therefrom and
rel ocating portions of the curblines
of the Roosevelt Boul evard from
Sout hanpt on and Sout hanpt on- Byberry
Roads to the Phil adel phia Bucks
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County Line, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be referred
to the appropriate committee.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Mark Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer two bills and one
privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WII the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the bills
and resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anendi ng Section 14-500 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
“"Overlay Zoning Districts," by
anmendi ng Section 14-502, entitled
"CTR/ Center City Overlay District
and 14-702, Floor Area, Height and
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Dwnelling Unit Density Bonuses" and
creating Section 14-542, entitled
"/ PCH, Phil adel phi a Chi nat own
Overlay District"™ and making rel ated
changes, all under certain ternms and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill wll be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance anending Title 12 of The
Phi | adel phia Code, entitled "Traffic
Code," to create smart | oadi ng zones
and caner a- based enforcenent systens
for designated parking violations,
revise the procedures for
i dentifying and handling stolen
vehicles prior to tow ng, anend the
par ki ng viol ati on subject to tow ng
and make rel ated techni cal changes
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHANSON:  This bill will be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
the 300t h Anniversary of the
Carpenters' Conpany of the Cty and
County of Phil adel phia, the Nation's
O dest Trade guild and the Stewards
of the Carpenters' Hall.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President.

| offer no bills or
resol utions this week.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Dr. N na Ahnmad, nenber.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
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Thank you, Council President.

Today | have one bill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the bill

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anending Title 14 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Zoning
and Pl anni ng," by revising
provi sions for electric vehicle
par ki ng and el ectric supply
requi renents and maki ng techni cal
changes, all under certain terns and
condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This bill wll be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

There being no reports
fromconm ttees today, the next
order of business is the
consi deration of the Cal endar.

The Chair recogni zes
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Majority Leader G | nore Richardson
for the purpose of calling up bills
and resolutions for the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endars.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,

M. President.

The following bills and
resol utions are being called up from
t he Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endars today: Nos. 240134,
241035, 240004, 240613-A, 240931.

And the following bills
and resolutions on the Cal endar are
bei ng hel d: 240724, 240834, 240242,
240427, 240612, 240817 and 240304.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. Before
considering these bills and
resolutions, we will consider public
comment as follows: Your public
comrent nust concern nmatters on the

Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
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Cal endars for possible action at
today's Council sessions.

Al |l speakers nust sign up
in order to testify. |If you have
not already signed up for today's
sessi on, please do so now by giving
your nane to Ms. Hasson at the table
outside the rails to ny left. Once
you have signed up, you will be
called in the order in which your
name appears on the sign-up sheet.

Under idea
ci rcunstances, public comenters
each will have three mnutes to
speak. However, this time [imt my

vary from session-to-session. Today

the time limt wll be three
m nut es. In order to be fair to all
t hose speaking, to speak |I intend to

hold faithfully to the three-mnute
limt.
When you begi n speaki ng,

you will see a green light on the
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podium \When there are 30 seconds
remaining to your time, the |ight
will turn yellow which is your
rem nder to concl ude your renarKks.
Once three m nutes have passed, the
light will turn red and the
Sergeant-at-Arns will disconnect the
m cr ophone.

At that point please
yield the podiumto the next speaker
i f you have not done so already. |
al so reserve the right pursuant to
our rules of Council to limt
repetitious coments on the sane
subj ect matter.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

Sorry, Council President, to
interrupt you. But |I was hoping to
request a |l eave of absence as | have
to attend to other Council business,

and | would like to go on the record
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as being recorded as aye on all
bills and resol uti ons on today's
Cal endar .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It is duly noted and | eave
Is granted. Thank you very much.

| will now ask for the
Chief Cerk to please read the nane
of our first speaker.

CHI EF CLERK: May
Ant oi nette Sanders nmeke their way to
the podium My Zevi e Koret z,
Jeanette Murdock and Benjam n Keys
al so make their way to the podi um
Ant oi nette Sanders, Zevie Koretz,
Jeanette Murdock and Benjam n Keys.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

M5. KORETZ: H . M nane
Is Zevie. | live in West
Phi | adel phia and |I'm a proud nenber
of Put People First PAand I'm

speaki ng on Counci | woman Br ooks'
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resolution on a public health care
advocate or PHA.

"' ma heal thcare worKker.
I'"'ma therapist at an agency t hat
sees people, nostly kids on
Medicaid. |It's great that they have
access to Medicaid, and sonething
that's very clear to nme is that what
woul d nost help these kids is living
in a society that actually neets
their basic needs.

If their parents didn't
have to work all the tinme, be
stressed all the tine, a |lot of
their pain, their behavioral
chal  enges would go away. |It's very
obvious to ne. So nore than
anything, ny patients need an end to
poverty. And we know that won't
happen overni ght but it's sonething
we need to fight for. And having a
public health care advocate is a

step in the right direction.
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In Put People First PA
we started organizing for a PHA in
2016 after winning town halls with
t he Pennsyl vani a | nsurance
Departnent. Through that, we
| earned that the regul ators have
very close relationships with the
i nsurance conpani es, but there's
actual ly nobody in governnment who
actually represents us, the people
who use and need health care, naking
sure that big health care decisions
in society are actually benefiting
us. There's no nobody.

And what we've seen over
and over is that decisions are not
benefiting us. Instead decisions
are being made that prioritize
profits for health care profiteers
and these decisions are nmaki ng us
suffer and di e needl essly.

So just one exanple is

hospital closures. 15 hospitals
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have cl osed in Pennsylvania in the
past five years. It's a
catastrophe. And just a couple
bl ocks frommnmy house in West Philly
a hospital shut down the intensive
care unit because it wasn't neking
enough noney.

W mght all know
Hahnemann Hospital was bought and
cl osed by soneone who thought he
coul d make nore noney flipping it as
real estate, and this was all just
al l oned to happen because there's no
one in governnment who has the power
to say you can't do that, which is
what a public health care advocate
woul d do.

And the PHA | egislation
Is powerful because it's actually
statewide. It would help people in
Philly and in Delaware County,
Scranton, Altoona, Johnstown. W

talk and build with people in all
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t hese pl aces and wherever we go,
peopl e agree with us, yes, the
systemis broken, we're hurting, we
need care, we can't get it. And
it's powerful in a tinme when so many
I ssues are being used to divide and
pit us against each other, that the
need for health care unifies all of
us.

So through our struggle
for a public health care advocat e,
poor and worki ng-cl ass people are
com ng together across all of our
divisions to fight for what we need.
So thank you for supporting it.

MS. MURDOCK- ULLAH:
Jeanette Murdock-U | ah. Good
norni ng, everyone. |'mhere to talk
about ny son, ny youngest son who
passed away Cctober 26, 2022. He
was sick. He went for insurance and
they denied him He was on

nmedi cati on that he couldn't pay for.
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Pl ease this has to stop.
O her people will die if they don't
get insurance. People are sick and
need i nsurance. Famlies, not just
my son, but other famlies are being
denied -- I"'msorry. Not just ny
son, other famlies are being denied
as well. W have to end this and
fight back.

Public health care
advisors will be powerful for
fighting agai nst insurance
conpani es, hospitals and ot hers who
put profit before people. After ny
son died, | had no one to turn to.
No help. The PHA coul d have been a
place | went to help for.

"' mjust asking if anyone
has children, and | know nost people
do, losing a child is horrible.
Every day | wake up and | want to
call my son on the phone but | can't

because he's not there anynore.
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Pl ease for the sake of others don't
take away health care. W need
this. Thank you.

M5. NICELY: M nane is
Anita Nicely and |I' m speaking for
Ant oi nette Sanders. Hi. M nane is
Antoinette Sanders and | live in
North Philly with ny seven chil dren.
" m speaki ng on Counci | woman Br ooks'
resolution on a public health care
advocat e.

My experience with
Medi cai d has been a rocky road. My
whol e fam |y has Medicaid. Wen
you're pregnant, there's certain
t hi ngs insurance is supposed to do.
Al'l appointnents are supposed to be
covered |i ke the stress test,
testing the conpatibility of the
fetus and the nother and testing the
fetus for any abnormalities.

Dental is also supposed

to be covered but that was not ny
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experience. | was hospitalized
tw ce during ny pregnancy wth ny
doctors pushing for unnecessary
procedures and | left. The third
time ny daughter was born and had to
stay in the NNCU. | have
peri odontal di sease which can |ead
to death if untreated.

Wien | went to the
dentist, | was denied and had to pay
out of pocket which | can't do
because | can't afford it. Even at
the free clinics they were doing
cl eani ngs which is not going to
treat the di sease because Medicaid
woul dn't cover all the dental care |
needed.

Wth ny ol dest daughter
|'ve been fighting to keep her on
medi ci ne. The doctor sent in her
prescription nmultiple tinmes and her
i nsurance keeps denying it. This

occurs at all of the different
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pharmacies that | would go to. M
youngest boy had to have surgery in
his nmouth. They fixed what they
needed to fix, but a few weeks | ater
| got a letter frominsurance
telling me they wouldn't cover it.
| filed an appeal and |I'mwaiting
for a response to that.

| deal with a lot as it
IS which causes ny depression and ny
anxiety to raise, especially when it
cones to ny son. My periodonta
di sease i s painful because it
affects your guns. And if you eat
or if it's too cold, there's pain.
It's not sonmething | can put on the
back burner and | try and treat
nysel f before going to the doctors.

| don't like that health
care i s a noney-nmaking industry.
And the way to change that is to
organi ze together. W need to nake

the voice of the people heard so

Page 51

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 14/ 2024

11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
that is why | support a public
heal t h care advocate.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: My
Benj am n Keys, Kate Perez, Samaya
Brown and Jereny Bl at stei n nmake
their way to the podium Benjamn
Keys, Kate Perez, Sanmaya Brown and
Jereny Bl at stein.

(Wt nesses approached
podi um)

M5. PEREZ: CQur federa
conventional arns transfer policy
states that we cannot sell if there
is a chance that our weapons will be
used in crinmes against humanity. M
nane is Kate Perez. Seven hours ago
| srael bonbed the Jabalia Refugee
Canp in Pal estine and a suburb in
Lebanon.

Three hours ago the
Cccupation bonbed an entire

residential block in North Gaza and
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one hour ago they struck the Sal ah
Edi n School northwest of Gaza City.
Conpani es that sell to the
Cccupation are not conformng to the
| aw. Meaning, that Ghost Robotics
in the Council President's District
i s breaking federal |aw by
continuing to supply Al-enabled
robot dogs that are currently on the
ground in Gaza.

Agust aWest | and
Phi | adel phia Corp, also known as
Leonar do, under Counci |l menber
O Neill is breaking federal |aw by
continuing to supply naval nunitions
and attack helicopters to the
i1l egal occupation. Day & Zi nmerman
under Counci |l menber Young is the
primary supplier of Israel's three
nost used nunitions. Council menber
Young, are you aware that Day &
Zimrerman in your District supplies

the tank shells that the CGccupation
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fires into refugee canps?

For over 400 days City
Counci| and Mayor have sat back
refusing to add their legislative
powers to stop the weapons from
| eavi ng our ports. You all know
that |Israel nurders one child every
four mnutes. Qur Council should be
pressuring Congress to support
Berni e Sanders' joint resolutions of
di sapproval, 111 to 116, that would
stop the $20 billion in armed sal es
to Israel.

| encourage everyone in
this roomto call your
representatives to stop the arned
sales to a state that will continue
to indiscrimnately bonb Pal esti ne,
Lebanon, Syria, Yenen and Iran.
Bl i nken refused to i npose the arns
enbargo but congratul ates polio
clinics in Gaza, ignhoring that polio

is back in the Gaza strip for the
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first time in 25 years and was only
brought back because |srael has been
destroying any water filtration and
sani tation systens, overturning
graves with bull dozers to help
spread di sease systenmatically
targeting the nedical systens and
abducti ng medi cal personnel.

He al so adm tted that
| srael dropped U.S.-nmade bonbs on a
polio clinic where children were
receiving their vaccines. One
victim shared, ny baby nephew -- ny
friend s baby's nephew who was
schedul ed for a vaccination today is
now i nternally bleeding from
shrapnel in his spine and | ungs.
It's the sane |ie and nockery by
Israel. | don't understand why our
Cty Council nenbers and our Mayor
just stay silent as these weapons
| eave our ports.

CH EF CLERK: Jereny
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Bl atstein. May Leo Vaccaro, M. Joy
Taney and Tyrique d asgow al so nmake
their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MR. BLATSTEIN. Good
norning, City Council, Cty Counci
President. M nane is Jereny
Blatstein. Al right. Since all of
a sudden this week Cty Counci
wants to finally talk about SEPTA,
rai se your hand if you rode SEPTA to
Cty Hall this norning.

OCh, | rode it fromb59th
and Drexel this norning, took the G
bus, got on the Market-Frankford
Li ne, took ne about 40 m nutes but |
encour age each -- and for those of
you at hone --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: M. Blatstein, are you
tal ki ng about the Land Bank or a

resol uti on regardi ng SEPTA?
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MR, BLATSTEIN. OCh, I'm
getting there, sir. 1'mtalking
about Bill No. 240134 which will
nove | and fromthe Philadel phia Land
Bank. Two weeks ago there was a
heari ng on the Land Bank. Deals
that are approved by the Land Bank
Board then get sent over to City
Council. There are deals that are
being held by Gty Council nenbers
ri ght now and they are not passing
them That doesn't nake any sense.
Deal s that pass the Land
Bank Board shoul d get noved forward
and not be held up by the Cty
Counci | menber, right. Wat's the
poi nt of putting sonmething out there
when the work's al ready been done.
Phil adel phia is a city with enornous
potential and grow ng our popul ation
to 2 mllion is a bold, achievable
vision that benefits everyone. Wy

does this natter.
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First, a large popul ation
strengt hens our econony. More
residents nean a bigger tax base,
whi ch funds better schools, safer
streets and inproved public services
Wi t hout increasing individual tax
burdens. Second, it attracts
busi nesses and creates jobs by
expandi ng our talent pool. It also
revitalizes nei ghborhoods spurring
housi ng devel opnment and boosting
property val ues.
Third, a large nore
di verse popul ati on enhances
Phi | adel phia's cultural vibrancy
making it a gl obal destination for
arts and cui sine and innovati on.
Finally, growth strengthens our
city's influence. Wth 2 mllion
resi dents, Phil adel phia gains nore
| everage at the state and federal
| evel s to secure funding and drive

policy that works for us all. This
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isn't just about nunbers.

It's about making Philly
stronger, fair and nore |ivable for
all. Let's grow Philly to 2 mllie.
It's really inportant right now, as
we' ve heard this week, to not waste
time on things that aren't going to
grow the city of Philadel phia. W
can't be a city of no. W have to
invest in the city.

Private dollars com ng
into the city of Philadelphiais a
good thing, building nore affordable
housing is a good thing. And I
really just would encourage us to
have the goal in mnd of grow Philly
to 2 millie.

And | wll also put this
out there to end it. The invitation
is out there for all of you to ride
SEPTA with ne. | know Counci | man
Jones wll do that next tine and

Councilman Harrity will go from K&A
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but it's really a shane if each and
every one of you don't feel safe or
wlling to ride SEPTA. |If you don't
ri de SEPTA through Thursdays, al
|''msaying is ride on Thursdays.
It's a challenge so thank you. And
grow Philly to 2 mllie.

MR. VACCARG Hello. W
nanme is Leo Vaccaro. Thank you for
this opportunity to speak in support
of Bill 240931. |'mgrateful for
t he support of Council President
Johnson, Counci |l nenber Young and
Counci | mrenber Jones. As a high
school history teacher, who has to
head back to his class at noon, and
a passi onate advocate for
Phi | adel phia history, I'mthrilled
that Caroline LeCount will be
honored in our city.

H storians |ike Fasaha
Trayl or, Dan Biddle, Mirray Dubin

and Judy G esberg have | ong-
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chanpi oned her incredible story.
However, until now Caroline
LeCount's historic actions and
dedi cat ed service have remai ned
| argel y unknown to the broader
public.

By dedicating a street in
her honor, we can inspire
Phi | adel phi ans and ensure that one
of our city's greatest heroes is
never forgotten. In our historic
city of course, we have a rich
tradition of honoring brave nen,
enphasis on nen. W should be proud
of our government that was brought
forth here and was dedicated to the
proposition that all nmen are created
equal, but we should also celebrate
t he wonen and their contributions to
the progress of our nation.

Just seven years ago we
dedi cated a statue of COctavius Catto

outside of this building, a
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testanent to his sacrifice for
equality. Today many Phil adel phi ans
know Catto's story and are inspired
by his courage. Now, we have the
opportunity to honor the woman who
| oved and nourned him Caroline
LeCount .

Though she wasn't
martyred |ike Catto, she faced the
sanme dangers when she integrated our
public transit March 25, 1867 at
11th and Lonmbard. At just 21 years
ol d, she worked fearlessly to bring
justice to our nation know ng the
risks.

Car ol i ne LeCount
conti nued her work as an educat or
and advocate, enbodying the Anmerican
i deal of egalitarianismeven in the
face of adversity. Yet for a
century her grave remai ned unmarked
and her contributions were largely

forgotten.
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Qut of our City's 1500
statues and nonunents, only four
depict real wonen. By honoring
LeCount, we are not only recogni zing
her bravery but al so acknow edgi ng
the vital role wonen have played in
shaping our City's history. Let us
ensure that future generations know
the story of Caroline LeCount, a
true Phil adel phi a hero.

After the bill is passed,
our work is far fromdone. The
teachers and historians of
Phi | adel phia will continue to
educate the public about our noble
hi story and the past struggles that
forged a better nation, and we hope
to have Council and governnent's
participation in those efforts.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Ms. Joy

Taney, Tyrique d asgow. And nay
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Raquel Fetzer and Carnen Pagan al so
make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. TANEY: M/ nane is
Joy Taney and | am a nenber of the
Taney fam |y whose ancestors include
Chi ef Justice Roger Taney after whom
Taney Street was naned. |'mhere to
speak on Bill 240931. M father
Peter Taney is in the chanbers with
us today and you will hear his
comrents on renam ng Taney Street to
LeCount Street |ater.

The Taney fam |y has
debated how to reckon with our
famly's | egacy and i nfanous
ancestor for longer than |'ve been
alive. The conversation has gone on
for longer than ny father and his
siblings who lived in Phil adel phia
since the '70s have been alive.

When ny Taney uncl e

Page 64

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 14/ 2024

11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
worked with the Scott famly to
create an official apology fromthe
Taney famly to the Scott famly on
the 160t h anniversary of the ruling,
he said, apologizing to the Scots
for the Dred Scott decision is |ike
bringing a band-aid to an
anputation. It's right and
necessary to apol ogi ze.

But what's inportant now
I's what actions we can all take.

The actions we can take in

Phi | adel phi a by changi ng the nane of
Taney Street to LeCount Street can
turn the tides on the psychol ogi cal
and social inpact that this street
nanme has caused in Phil adel phi ans of
all races for 166 years.

Taney Street was naned
just one year after the Dred Scott
deci sion was issued. Roger Taney
has no significant history here. He

didn't live here, and ny Taney
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cousi ns' research reveal ed zero
significant connections or nonents
in his life which happened in
Phi | adel phi a.

Many Philly street nanes
connect to Phil adel phian history and
meani ng fromour local trees to
(i naudi bl €) Maxon's Lenape
translation of a place where chiefs
meet, but Roger Taney is associ ated
with this one act. It is the only
way we hear the Taney nanme nentioned
at all in school or in conversation
when | earni ng about significant
Supreme Court rulings and the |ong
ongoi ng road toward civil rights
justice.

Can you i magi ne that day
for a Phil adel phi an student
di scussing the horrific cultura
I npact of Taney's ruling against the
citizenshi p and personhood of Bl ack

Anericans and seeing that nanme on

Page 66

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 14/ 2024

11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
your own hone street. | can't even
begin to i magi ne how Taney Street
must make our Bl ack Phil adel phi ans
feel.

As a Taney fam |y nenber,
| feel shane when seeing the street
and a deep distrust toward a nayor
who wanted to honor Taney's part in
the Dred Scott decision this way.
What nust nam ng Taney Street and
|l eaving it standing for 166 years
say to Phil adel phi ans about a city
gover nnent whi ch honors one of the
great Anmerican dehunmani zers.

Renam ng Taney Street
won't solve the vast and terrible
| egacy of ny ancestors ruling that
Bl ack people who were sl aves or had
ancestors that were slaves did not
have rights as Anerican citizens.
But renamng it to LeCount Street
can be a transformative act.

Caroli ne LeCount wasn't
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just a Bl ack Phil adel phian acti vi st
who was ahead of her tine in
desegregating transportation 90
years before Rosa Parks, her public
speaki ng acconpli shnents and
becom ng the second Bl ack woman
school principal in Philly history.
She is still an exanple and
inspiration for nodern activists to
follow in making our city better.

Learning the LeCount's
nanme in school or in conversation
and connecting it to your nearby
street or your hone street is
aspirational. By sticking to and
fighting for what she believed in,
Caroline LeCount made history. The
Gty governnent honoring LeCount
Street shows that you believe in
what she believed in rather than
Taney Street rem nding
Phi | adel phi ans how Bl ack

Phi | adel phi ans were not property so
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| ong ago and the gover nnment
supported that too through Taney.

Your position -- sorry,
the Dred Scott decision is proof
that in Arerica what is |egal and
what is right are two different
entities. Your position as
governnent |eaders will continue to
chal | enge or choose the
di senfranchi senent and di spl acenent
of your citizens in this and future
deci si ons such as whether to build
the Sixers arena and its powerful
opposi tion by Phil adel phia's
citizenry. The Taneys who live in
the city now and the Taneys who have
live here since the '70s believe in
LeCount Street. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CHI EF CLERK: Tyrique
d asgow, Raquel Fetzer, Carnen
Pagan, Luis Soto and Ranon Cruz.

(Wtnesses approached
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podi um )
MR GLASGOW Good
norni ng, everyone. M nane is
Tyrique 3 asgow. |'mthe Executive
di rector of Young Chances Foundati on
which is a community- based
organi zation in South Phil adel phi a.
Qur focus is public health, public
safety and yout h devel opnent.
|'"'mhere to give
testi nony and support of the
renam ng of Taney Street to LeCount
Street and nmake our public testinony
and support agai nst any deci sion or
quality of |ife neasure that affects
all of our communities. In this
ruling, the U S. Suprene Court
stated that enslaved peopl e were not
citizens of the United States and
therefore could not expect any
protection fromthe federal
governnent or the courts. The

opi nion al so stated that Congress
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had no authority to ban slavery from
federal territory.

| want to first define
the testinony fromour conmunity
organi zation for over the past 12
years. Qur service, we have
provi ded 15, 353 househol ds with
services, had 42 inpact events and
served 12,457 youth. This is our
organi zati onal testinony and service
to our community, city and country.

As a | eader, man and
father in the city of Phil adel phi a,
|"mhere to say that that is who we
really are. W are a fabric of our
comuni ty and soneone who was rai sed
by his nother and grandnot her who
didn't let the |lack of resources or
adequate health care, quality
education and a chance to own a
home, but gave ne a vision for
tonmorrow and a hustle and to trust

in the Lord with all ny heart and to

Page 71

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 14/ 2024

11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
| ean not on ny own understandi ng and
in all nmy ways acknowl edge H m

This is why our nunbers
are not nunbers. They are people.
The people can tell the same story
of a troubl ed past and chal | enges of
t oday, but not having confidence to
speak of a hopeful tonorrow.
Caroline LeCount gives us that
opportunity to speak of that
I nportance of education for every
child, because we know that a smart
child provides a safe community for
all of us.

The conversation can
start on how young wonen can becone
what ever they want in this city,
becone a principal and have a street
nanmed after them | wll close by
saying that this is not about
yesterday. |It's about our tonorrow
and we have an opportunity to change

how our next generation of |eaders
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and youth feel about being equal in
our city because the work is not
going to stop for us, for our
organi zation. W're going to
continue to push the col ori ng books,
have |istening sessions in our
comuni ti es and hopefully get sone
SEPTA rise with Carolina LeCount on
the side of the bus because she is
our Phi |l adel phi a Rosa Parks.

| want to thank our
Counci | people for bringing this bil
to the table and al so our Counci
Presi dent for doing the work behind
the scenes. And | gave a testinony
earlier in our close about
M. Al bert Nobel, who was the
architect of death who invented
dynamte, and he did all those
things and nade a |lot of wealth
through that. But that decision for
himto nmake noney contributed to his

obi tuary bei ng put out and they
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tal ked about hi m bei ng the wor st
person in the world and how it
killed children.

What Al bert Nobel did was
he went around the country and he
went to his Council people -- al
right. He went to his
Counci | peopl e, his people who really
believed in tonorrow and he asked
themto go find good people in our
community and cities and country who
are providing that good work. And
now, that award is called the Nobel
Peace Prize, so | appreciate our
Counci | for stepping up and doing
t he sanme thing and changing the
I mages of what our community and
youth will see. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: M. d asgow, we just want
to thank you for your |eadership and
bringing this initiative to ny

office. And | publicly acknow edge
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Counci | renber Jeffrey Jay Young and
Counci | mrenber Curtis Jones for being
willing partners and bringing this
to fruition as we right a wong in
the history of the city of
Phi | adel phia. So thank you for your
| eader shi p and your organizati on.
Thank you very nuch

(Appl ause.)
MR, GLASGOW Appreciate

CH EF CLERK: Raquel
Fetzer, Carnen Pagan, Luis Soto,
Ranon Cruz and Peter Taney.

Ms. FETZER- McNI CHOLS:
Good norning, everyone. |'m Raquel
Fetzer-McNichols. So | started this
journey as a convicted felon, an
addi ct, an alcoholic, a nenace to
soci ety, soneone who was very nuch
part of the problemin Kensington,
Fi shtowmn and Port Ri chnond. Today

eight and a half years later, still
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a convicted felon but we're working
on that.

| am a recovered
al coholic, recovered addict, a
not her, a wife, an enpl oyee and
honest enpl oyee, right, and I'm al so
sonmeone who has contri buted many
solution -- been part of many
solutions for this city, and I
really appreciate that | am soneone
today that gives back to ny
comunity in such trenendous ways.

Bef ore peopl e woul d have
never called nme, parents would have
never called nme and asked how can
you hel p ny daughter, how can you
help ny son. And today I've had
sone of those private conversations
where we just wal k by each other and
we wave and only we know, right.

And | get to be a
daughter today. M nother turned ne

into the police when | commtted the
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crime that | commtted. She turned
me into the FBI. And | ast year she
wal ked ne down the aisle and gave ne
away to ny husband, right.

(Appl ause.)

MS. FETZER- McNI CHOLS: So
I"'mhere to say | really believe in
restorative justice. | amcertainly
living proof. Wen | was
i ncarcerated on State Road, | was
there for six nonths. And then |
was paroled to the FIR program
Judge Scott DiCaudio said, |I'm
gi ving you one chance and if you
nmess this up, you're going up to
Muncy.

And, listen, |I'm soneone
that cannot do jail. |'ve realized
that, but | took that into
consi deration and | had gotten sober
al ready in behind the walls through
a 12-step fellowship and | continue

that journey today in that
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fell owship. But nost of all -- so
when | got out of there, | went to
FIR and | was paroled to treatnent.
I've al ways been a Medi caid
reci pi ent.

And once | got there, |
was |ike | got to do sonething
different, so | becane a certified
recovery specialist right
afterwards. | got off probation |
think it was two years early, right,
due to good behavi or and ny
contributions. And |I'mvery proud
to say that |'ve connected hundreds
of people to treatnment and recovery
t oday.

| believe I'ma voice for
those who don't have voices and | am
definitely a unicorn in sonme ways,
right, because people don't always
agree with ne. I'malittle old
school, but that's okay because this

is ny experience and what worked for
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me. Today | am al so pursuing ny
Bachel or' s degree in Psychol ogy and
applying to grad schools which is
wi | d.

(Appl ause.)

MS. FETZER- McNI CHOLS:
Thank you. And yeah, | just want to
say |'mreally grateful. | believe
in restorative justice and it's all
about the full circle. Thank you
for all that you do.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PAGAN. Good norni ng,
everyone. Good norning, Gty
Council. M nane is Carnen Pagan
and | am going to be speaking in
regards to our Councilwoman Quetcy
Lozada's resolution for declaring
t he Week of Restorative Justice. |
nysel f, ama convicted felon. |
ended up doing five years in state
pri son.

| was part of the problem
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out in the community. And |I'mso
gl ad that upon getting di scharged
fromprison, | changed ny life
around. | went and got ny
Associ ate's, ny Bachelor's. And
everything that | gave out to the
community, all the bad that | did, I
feel as though today |I'm out there
hel pi ng, doing different things.

" m honestly hunbl ed and
honored to be here, to share part of
nmy story because it's hard. [It's
hard getting out of prison and
trying to reintegrate back into the
community when there's a tinme where
| came out in 2007. And it was not
many supports as we have a | ot of
support nowadays.

But back then | cane hone
and they sent ne to the welfare
office and | didn't know what to do
after that. They didn't know what

to do with nme, so | had to fight.
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There were days that | went to
interviews and cried. Because of ny
crimnal background, | couldn't get
a job. But you know what, | took
accountability and | said Carnen's
not going to go out there to sel
drugs, she's not going to go out
there to get high. And here | am
wi th the support of ny coll eagues
and just God. | give it all to God
and just to ny comunity.

"' m happy to be able to
be that nentor, right, so that
peopl e could | ook and they say, you
know Carnmen did it, who would have
t hought Carnen could do it. And
here | am So it just goes to show
you. This neans a lot to ne, and
I"'mglad that we have all these
di fferent prograns, backing up
peopl e -- because we do recover and
we can becone productive citizens of

soci ety because here | amas a
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wi tness. So thank you everyone and
appreci ate you guys.

(Appl ause.)

MR, SOTQ Good norni ng,
everybody. M nanme is Luis Soto.
First of all, I want to say | want
to thank God, my high power, for
today, for this nonment and everybody
in here. You know, so very nervous.
But over 20 years | was in addiction
here in Phil adel phia. | was part of
the problem for many years. | spent
four years honeless, 11 years in
State Prison.

Today | thank God because
we al nost 14 years cl ean, you know,
doing the right thing for the right
reason. | believe that God have a
plan for me and a purpose in ny
life, and he started to conplete it.
Now, | can see it because today |
work for the OFfice of Public Safety

in the office of Crimnal Justice.
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|'"'m part of the PAD program Police-
Assi sted Program

And if you asked ne or
told nme that | go be working at the
District of Police, 24th, 25th
District Police, | go |ook at you
| i ke you crazy because ny record and
other stuff, my time in jail, stuff
like that, ny crinme that I commt,
stuff Iike that.

But for God nothing is
I npossi bl e, you know. And today |
can say that | do ny best to live a
clean life, not a perfect life, but
to the right thing for the right
reason to face nmy chall enge, ny
probl ens and not run fromthemto
the street.

Today | can say al so that
| help others that are struggling
with the sanme thing that | struggled
before for many years, especially

those that are incarcerated right
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now and com ng out to the conmunity.
Because | used to be them com ng out
wi t hout hope and t hi nki ng that
nobody going to give ne an
opportunity to have a job, a | ega
job, and that's sonething that is
not true. And I'mliving there
right now for sone years.

| want to say real quick
that ny son is going through the
sane thing that | went through.

Ri ght now he sitting down in a
county jail, and | just want to be a
hope for himthat he (inaudible).
know that he can do it and live a
better |life when he com ng out.

So I just want to thank
everybody, all the Council nenbers
for this. And for Ranon Cruz, thank
you, ny good friend for this
I nvitation and Council wonman Lozada
for the invitation and let's do it.

Let's work for the community and
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hel p our community to be better.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR CRUZ: M nane's
Ranon Cruz. Thank you. Good
nmorning and |I' m honored to be here.
And good norning, Council nenbers.
After spending 26-plus years
I ncarcerated in and out of
I ncarceration, restorative justice
I nvol ves engagi ng those who caused
harm the victins and the affected
famlies and conmmunities and
processes ai ned at repairing damge
and rebuil ding rel ati onshi ps.

My own j our ney of
restorative justice evolved through
reconciliation and reparation with
ny famly, the victins of ny past
actions. In Septenber of 2015 ny
life underwent a significant
transformati on when | was rel eased

fromprison, notivated by the desire
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to change primarily for the sake of
my not her and children. | took
responsibilities for ny actions and
sought to contribute positively to a
community that has suffered due to
my crimnal behavi ors.

Despite facing numerous
chal | enges during nmy reintegration
into society, including supervision
whi ch was |ife supervision and ny
extensive crimnal record, | remain
steadfast and in ny conmtnent to
change. Tragically the very
notivations for ny transformation
have becone sources of deep sorrow.

| lost ny son two years
ago to the struggles | had
tirelessly advocated against. And
just 19 days ago, ny nother passed
away. Neverthel ess, ny dedication
to accountability and persona
grow h has allowed ny famly to

cherish the present and aspire to a
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bri ghter future.

Ni ne years ago |
presented with a chance to convert
my past liabilities into assets
| eading ne to work at DBHI DS where |
utilize ny lived experience to
assi st individuals facing
honel essness and behavi oral health
chal l enges. Follow ng a series of
pronotions | successfully
establ i shed, Council District
Behavi oral Health Teans call ed
Communi ty Wel |l ness Engagenent Unit
whi ch operates within the community
to provide resources ained to
enhanci ng wel | ness.

However, after the tragic
| oss of ny son two years ago | found
nmysel f unable to continue this work.
Al t hough nmy comm tnent to supporting
communi ties remains strong, al beit
in a different capacity. Currently

| serve as the Director of Quality
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of Life and Community for HACE where
| enpower community | eaders through
the Livability Acadeny.

This initiative equips
residents with the skills to draft
proposals to contribute to
opportunities and receive by
speaki ng at various venues.
Following ny life supervision |
appeared and now | do not have life
supervi sion. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: May Peter
Taney, Rosslyn Wichinich, Fred
Mot | ey, Samant ha Specter, Mjor
Hages, Tiffany Davis and Nia Wse
al so make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MR, TANEY: M/ nane is
Peter Taney. | thank the Council
for the opportunity to speak on the

bill to renanme Taney Street to
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LeCount Street. Roger Brook Taney
was ny great-great-great-great uncle
and his actions have cast a shadow
over nmy life. 1'm75 years old.
["'mstill living with this. And
it's affected the decisions |I've
made all ny life and what | do for a
living, how!l live ny life and how I
treat other people.

So | heartily applaud the
efforts to renane this street. And
| could say that in ny extended
famly -- I'mone of eight siblings.
And in ny extended famly | think ny
sentiments are shared by everybody
with the [ast nanme of Taney right
now, and this guy shouldn't be a
dogcatcher. |'msorry, you know.

This is great. Quys, |
| ove what you're doing. | hope it
passes. | hope you can nane it.

And the fact that they're renam ng

it for a wonean who is so active in
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civil rights in Philadel phia | think
is great. You know, really good
nmove. Thanks.

(Appl ause.)

M5. WUCHI NI CH:  Good
norning. M nane is Rosslyn
Wichinich. |'mthe President of
UNI TE HERE Local 274. |1'mhere this
norning in support of the amendnent
to Section 17-107 of the prevailing
wage ordi nance to make sure that it
applies to stadi um concessi on
wor kers. Qur nmenbers in UNI TE HERE
Local 274 work in food service at
the airport, at the stadiunms, in
Center Gty and are also the hote
wor kers who wel cone guests to our
city.

As many of us know,
service workers are overwhel m ngly
wonen and people of color and it's
our opinion in our union that our

j obs are not paid what they should
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be, in |large part because of that
fact. Those jobs are also --
service jobs are the biggest nunber
of jobs in our city. So when we do
not use everything in our power to
I ncrease conpensation and benefits
for these jobs, we are literally
I mpoverishing our city.

I n Sout h Phil adel phi a at
t he stadi um conpl ex, over 2,700
peopl e clocked in for work in 2023.
And as the Gty is considering a new
arena proposal, we need to | ook at
t he hundreds of jobs that people
woul d be cl ocking into doing food
service and retail work if that
arena i s approved.

Honestly as a union we
are not interested in hearing about
just creating jobs. Qur nenbers
have two, three, four, even five
j obs. \When we hear about

Phi | adel phi a bei ng the poorest big
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city in this country, we know t hat
nost people living in poverty have
j obs that do not pay enough. So
when we' re | ooking at jobs being
created, the questions have to be
what are the nature of those jobs,
will these jobs further inpoverish
our city while owners reap profits
or are they going to lift all of us
up. Are they going to lift up the
communities that need it the nost.

These jobs, these stadium
jobs are all on GCty-owned |and. At
the airport and on Gty construction
projects, this body has in fact
taken action that we deeply
appreci ate to nmake sure that the
Cty uses its power as a |andhol der
and as a contractor to set m ninmm
wage and benefit requirenents.

In fact, in 2016 this
body revised that |aw to include

stadi um workers in building services
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only, but it did not include food
service and retail. Stadium food
service and retail workers shoul d be
no exception. This |aw would
provide at |east a $20 m ni mum wage
and hourly health care and benefit
contributions for all these workers.

Qur city and these
Phi | adel phi a residents in our
communi ti es deserve nothing | ess.
W want to thank the Counci
Presi dent Kenyatta Johnson,
Counci | renber JimHarrity and all of
the co-sponsors of this bill. W
ask every nmenber of City Council for
your support. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
MR. MOTLEY: Good norning

one and all. M nane is Fred
Motley. I'ma lifelong resident of
Phi | adel phia. | currently reside in
North Philly right now | also work

for the last 10 years down in South
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Philly working through the three
bui | di ngs of the conplex, the sports
conpl ex.

| stand before you
currently dealing with an unbili cal
hernia in front of nme as well as
having to take care of ny now
17-year-old son. [In 2009 when he
was 1-and-a-half, he had an aneurism
and a stroke. | had to pay for
addi ti onal therapy for him because
nmy health care package was poor out
of ny pocket.

| would |like to be able
to upgrade ny status and better be
able to take care of him | hunbly
ask for support of this bill. Thank
you very much

(Appl ause.)

M5. SPECTER H. M
nanme i s Samant ha Specter. | live in
Frankford section of Phil adel phi a.

| worked for the stadi um food
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service for nine years. As you can
see, |'mworking Eagles gane
tonight. I'min nmy uniform |'m
here because right now | don't have
health care. Wrking in stadiuns is
not a 9-to-5 job where you get 40
hours a week. It's unpredictable
hours and you have to be -- you have
to be available at all times. W
wor k when there are events only.

If the team goes to
pl ayoffs. W have to be avail abl e.
But on the flip side of all that,
it's unpredictable and in regul ar
hours. | don't have health care
ri ght now because | can't afford it.
I'ma single nom | spend $300 a
nonth on ny 17-year-old daughter to
make sure she has health care and
that's about it because |I can't
afford to pay both.

| can't afford to refil

my prescription right now | can't
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get a mammobgram | can't go to a
doctor to make sure |I'm healt hy.
I"'mafraid it's inpossible for nme to
stay healthy. This bill would have
a huge inpact on ny life because |
woul d be able to have access to
health care. The City did this for
the airport and it's |ong overdue
for the stadi umworkers. W thank
you so nuch for your support.

(Appl ause.)

MS. HACGES: Hel | o. How
y'all doing. M nanme is Mjor
Hages. |'ma cook at the Wells
Fargo Center. |'ma prep cook. |If
you ever ate down Wells Fargo and
ate anything down there, |I'm
probably the person that cooked it
for you. |If you ever ate down Wells
Fargo, |'m probably the person that
cooked it for you. | nmke $17 an
hour. That's not enough noney to

take care of ny famly, not even
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enough noney to take care of ne. |
would like y'all to support this
bill so we wll be able to take care
of our famly, nme and ny co-workers.
| appreciate y'all. Thank y'all
very much.

M5. WSE: Good norning.
My nane is Nla Wse. | work at the
Wl ls Fargo Center as a stand
manager in the Lincoln Financial
Field and as a stand attendant, and
this is ny third season at the
st adi um conpl ex.

As event - based workers
it's very hard to plan our incone on
a monthly basis. It fluctuates a
lot. It's also hard for ne to
retain nmy governnent benefits
because of how much the pay changes
week to week. It's even harder when
you're not in all three of the
conpl exes.

Right now I'mfighting to
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get insurance coverage and don't
have any coverage while |'m
expecting nmy first child. [|I'm
worri ed about affording the health
care that | need while |I'm pregnant,
and this bill would allow nme to be
nore financially stable nonth-to-
nonth and help nme afford the health
care and benefits that | would need
for me and ny famly. Thank you for
your support.

M5. DAVIS: Good norning,

everybody. M nane is Tiffany

Davis. | amhere to support the
bill to include a wage standard for
stadi um workers. | amcurrently

reside in Philadel phia section of
A ney. | am 32 years of age.
work at all three stadiuns and |
al so have two extra jobs besides
this.

| currently take care of

my uncle who currently has bone
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cancer. | amthe sole provider for
himand it's very hard to take care
of himand work and al so manage ny
own life. | am-- 1 am-- |I'm
sorry. Yes, through all these jobs
| really can't take care of nyself.
| really have like a hard tine of
managi ng everyt hi ng.

In these | ast coupl e days
that -- | want to be really honest
with you. |In these |ast couple days
|'ve been sitting here in these in
these hearings and y'all prevailing
this new stadiumis |like crazy to ne
because we are stadi um workers and |
haven't heard anythi ng about that.

And why would we build
sonething that we're creating these
| obs where these other jobs are not
even good. | just feel like we're
creating jobs that are not good.

And why we're not focused on maki ng

these jobs better and then bringing
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in these other jobs. Wy are we
creating nore bad jobs.

And | thank you for
hearing ne out. | want to thank
Presi dent Council Kenyatta Johnson
and Counci |l menber JimHarrity and
all the sponsors for introducing
this legislation. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: May Jenny
Zhang, Enelio Wbber, Em |y Goddard
and Lynn Landes nake their way to
the podium Jenny Zhang, Enelio
Webber, Em |y Goddard and Lynn
Landes.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. ZHANG.  Good nor ni ng.
"' mJenny Zhang and |'m speaki ng on
Resol uti on 241035. Advocating for
people's health is essential and
that's why |I'm so concerned that

this week's hearings proved that the
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proposed Sixers arena is a bad deal
for Phil adel phia and threatens the
econom c health and vitality of our
city and of Chinatown in particular.

Chi natown relies on
Jefferson University for our health
care needs. Already Phil adel phia's
ener gency response tines are three
m nutes | onger than the industry
standard. Do you think that an
arena in an area surrounded by
resi dents whose only access to a
maj or hospital that lies wthin the
arena' s boundaries and borders are
going to see those tines inprove.

As a Chi natown resident,
|'ve been appalled at how the
testinony this week showed how much
the Adm nistration and the Sixers
i gnored and di sm ssed reasonabl e and
rational concerns. | want to
clarify just how nuch the Parker

Adm nistration has failed to
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responsi bl y engage w th Chi nat own
comuni ty and ot her i npacted
nei ghbor hoods.

Not once did the Mayor
cone directly to Chinatown. There
was only one neeting with staff
nmenbers in the spring of this year.
Al neetings with the City were cut
off by the sumrer. The i npact
studi es were conpl eted i n Decenber
2023 but Chi natown never saw a
single study until nine nonths |ater
I n Septenber 2024, after which not
only did the Mayor announce her
support, she announced that she had
unilaterally negotiated a pathetic
public benefits agreenent --
Community Benefits Agreenent that
effectively cut out Chinatown from
any renedi ati on of concerns.

Did you not just see the
| ast el ection. That election said

| oud and clear this Cty Hall does
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not speak to, for or about its
people. 88 percent of
Phi | adel phi ans do not believe a
Sixers arena is a priority for the
city, but here you are rolling out
the red carpet for billionaires who
scoffed at your questions about
serious issues |like housing,
school s, workers, diversity and
nei ghbor hoods about us.

When asked whet her they
coul d even consi der giving us nore,
the answer was no. So in the words
of Counci | menber Thomas, there is
not hing nore to tal k about.

Wat ching our Gty Council speed this
process through terrified of
billionaires, who will never live in
our nei ghbor hoods, never send their
kids to our schools, never
understand the lives of immgrants
and wor ki ng peopl e other than the

ones they pay, nmade ne sick to ny
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st omach.

| believe in a better
Phi | adel phia. | believe this
Council needs to stand up and fi ght
for us, the people. |If the Mayor's
Ofice will not slow down this
process and gi ve Chinatown and the
people of this city a chance to
demand the things we know we deserve
and to demand it from people who can
afford to do so nuch nore than what
I s being asked of themright now.

G ve us a chance to thrive and give
Philly a chance to rise. Slowthis
process down.

(Appl ause.)

M5. GODDARD: Hi. Good
norning. M nane is Emly Goddard
and |I' m speaki ng on Resol ution
241035 from ny perspective as a West
Philly resident and with a Master's
degree in Public Health. | support
establishing a Public Health Care
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Advocate Ofice to prioritize public
heal th and wel | - being, specifically
as we face public health threats
fromthe proposed Sixers Arena.

My specialty is around
climate change and health and how
the clinmate inpacts our health. The
construction sector is the | argest
emtter of greenhouse gases
accounting for 37 percent of gl obal
em ssions. As we know, we're in a
growing clinmate crisis leading to
I ncreasi ng severe weat her events
such as the current drought that
we're in.

The 76ers al ready have a
perfectly good arena in South Philly
and yet as we saw in this week's
hearings, the owners of the Sixers
don't think that's enough. They
don't think it's enough that they
get hundreds of mllions of dollars

in tax breaks while our rents and
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property taxes rise and they don't
think it's enough that they're
trying to weasel their way into a
brand new t axpayer-supported arena
whi | e our public schools or our
publ i c school bathroons fl ood and
roofs | eak on a generation of
chi | dren.

When they were asked this
week about whet her they were going
to give any nore than what they had
prom sed two years ago, they said
no. But we need Gty Council to say
yes to the people of this city. Say
yes to real investnents in housing
and environnental justice. Say yes
to hol ding Building Trades
accountabl e for a diversified
wor kf orce and serious renediations
to the harns of their industry.

But all I've heard from
the Sixers Arena -- or the Sixers

and the Adm nistration i s no. No
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when Counci | menber Gaut hier said
that $3 million over 30 years is not
enough to support affordable housing
in a gentrifying community, no when
Counci | menber G I nore Richardson
asked the Sixers if the arena is
supposed to be such a boom for
peopl e of col or, wonmen and | ocal
busi nesses why are none reflected in
the ownership of this project, and
no when Counci | mrenber Thonmas asked
if they can do nore.

The city is in crisis.
Pl ease stop the tineline, this
ridiculous tineline. Making
decisions in 30 days that | and ny
nei ghbors will have to live with for
30 years is ridiculous. W need a
city office that protects us, the
people, not the billionaires from
the public health threats of the
arena that's a bad deal for

everyone. Thank you.
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(Appl ause.)

MR, WEBBER: Good
nmorni ng, Council. M nane is Enelio
Webber and I'moffering comment in
support of Council nenbers Brooks'
bill establishing an Ofice of the
Public Health Care Advocate. | have
a degree fromthe Public Health
School at the University of Maryl and
and |"ma current resident of
District 5.

| want to thank
Counci | renber Young and ot hers on
Counci | for asking tough questions
in this week's hearings on the
Si xers Arena. He asked this city to
explain why it's doing backward
flips and hurdles for the greed of a
handful of billionaires who don't
fight for us. Josh Harris doesn't
care if the Birds win or |ose
toni ght because he owns the opponent

t 00.
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Counci | renber Bass put it
very plainly, those billionaires
couldn't be bothered to show up here
to face you, to answer your
guestions to stand by the project
they are forcing down our throats.
That's how little the Sixers owners
t hi nk of the people of Phil adel phia,
i ncluding the nenbers of Gty
Council. They are watching you
post pone inportant issues in the
city, school closings, skyrocketing
housi ng and rent costs, a potenti al
stri ke by nunicipal workers and our
public transit systemfalling apart.
Al so, you can do this mad rush for
billionaires who are telling
everyone they already know the
outconme. They think they know your
vot es al ready.

' m sickened by the
el ection results |ast week, but I

don't think you understand how angry
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peopl e are that the people we el ect
are thinking about a taxpayer-
supported arena for billionaires and
not about the things which inpact
our lives, our future, our city.

Counci | mrenber Young
called it a slap in our face, and
he's right. Stand up for our city
and our people. Slow down this
process and dermand nore for
Phi | adel phia. | urge Council to
consider the public health inpacts
and unanswered questions regarding
the arena plan, sonething a public
heal t h care advocate woul d do.

For two full days all
we' ve heard about fromthe Mayor's
Ofice and the Sixers that the arena
deal is frozen. The Sixers won't
cough up another dinme. A $50
mllion Community Benefits Agreenent
is aslap in the face negotiated in

secret wi thout any of these
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Counci | nrenbers in the process.
| magi ne the arrogance.

Any public health
advocat e woul d have concerns with
this plan and a | ot of questions
about how to mtigate health inpacts
caused by seven years of
construction and unchecked
devel opnent while the testinony so
far has shown no answers to
questions about SEPTA, and you al
are smart enough to know that public
transit inpacts public health.

Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: Can we have
Lynn Landes. Then Wanda Wl ker,

Muti Ashaneck Asaboro -- sorry, if |
m spronounced that -- and Ogbonna
Hagi ns al so nake their way to the
podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. LANDES: |'m Lynn
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Landes of Safestreetsphilly.org. |
support Resol ution 240724, which
asks for and | quote "the unyielding
resol ve" of state enforcenent of
| aws agai nst the sale of |iquor at
cornerstore establishnents
pretending to be restaurants.

Yet where is the
unyi el ding resolve of this body to
enforce our own local laws. At this
week' s hearings about the proposed
76ers arena, which | support, it was
poi nted out that the public needs
reassurances that it wll be a safe
space. But why isn't that area and
ot her parts of Phil adel phia safe
now? Wiy nmust we still call 911
every day as panhandl ers, drug
addi cts, their dealers and common
crimnals continue to haunt our
nei ghbor hoods.

The police may

sporadically patrol but still won't
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arrest and the DA still won't
prosecute these offenders in a
consi stent manner. Ganted the
situation today is nuch better than
it was a few years ago, but there's
still a long way to go.

The nentally ill,
honel ess and drug- addi ct ed need
treatnment and protection in secure
facilities. Plus, we al so need a
return to sumuary arrests and
community court for conmon
crimnals. Residents and visitors
ali ke want | aw and order, so let's
do our jobs and fully enforce the
| aw now.

| want to also add that |
think the tine is |ong passed for
uni versal health care with a private
option. | think that's what City
Council should al so vote on a
resolution to support. | think you

woul d get a | ot of support from
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Republ i cans, Denocr at s,
| ndependents, everyone for that.

| have a daughter and
ot her children who have had probl ens
with getting health care. |It's
really an enbarrassnent, if not a
crime, that this country stil
doesn't have universal health care
with a private option. Thank you.

M5. WALKER:  Good
nor ni ng, beautiful people. M nane
I's Wanda Wal ker and |' m al ways goi ng
to cone here and tal k about
generational wealth and howit's
bei ng stolen in Philadel phia. So
nunber one, | want to ask for a
nor at ori um because there's too many
peopl e | osi ng properties.

Nunmber two, | want to
make sure that everyone knows t hat
Novenber 22nd, 9:00 a.m in Room 453
you will see M. Ray Johnson

fighting against the ACT 135
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conservatory. And anyone who has
| ost a property from deed-snatching
Act 135 and all the other different
ways properties are being snatched
shoul d cone to this hearing. Again,
that's Novenber the 22nd 9:00 a. m,
room 453.

My next thing that | want
to nmention is all the different ways
properties are being attacked in
Phi | adel phia. First of all, we just
had an increase in property taxes,
48 percent. Many of us do not
qualify for any type of program
You have to be poor, senior or
residential -- longtinme residential
to get any help so that |eaves
busi nesses, m ddl e-cl ass peopl e open
to have to pay these ridicul ous
I ncreases.

Are you all aware of how
much property insurance has gone up?

Property insurance has gone up over
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300 percent. So when you add that
to the taxes along with the
utilities, we cannot any | onger
afford the very properties that we
wor ked for to have in our famlies
for the last 20, 30 or 40 years.
This is generational wealth being
st ol en because our representatives
unfortunately may not be aware or
are aware of all the different ways
that we are being attacked and we
are not being protected.

We saw a shift in the
voting and you all need to pay
attention to that because people are
really starting to vote differently.
Cty Council has 17 people here. 14
of you all are Denocrats. Two are
Wrking Famly. One is a
Republican. W can't blanme the
Republ i cans or the White people for
what's going on in Gty Counci

because the majority of you all are
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Denocratic and Bl ack. W need you
all to do your job and protect us
and listen to us.

The young | ady asked
about the arena. The reason why
they're pushing it is because we
have uni on people who live outside
of Phil adel phia that need this nore
than we do. And until it satisfies
us, we're the voters and we're the
citizens. You all need to represent
us first and consider them second.

You all don't live in
Phi | adel phia. W do. W have to
deal with everything that gets built
because then our taxes go up. |
think pretty nmuch that's it.

Pl ease, please start protecting us.
Qur properties are being snatched.

Qur seniors, small businesses can't
afford to be in Phil adel phia. And
the only way to get your attention

is to vote differently. And you're
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starting to see that so it's going
to continue until you all listen to
us. Thank you.

MR HAGNS: Al right.
Good norning, everyone. M nane is
Qgbonna Hagins. And before | start,
| just want to publicly thank
Council President for setting up
that neeting with your Chief of
Staff. It was a great neeting with
John Christmas, longtine friend.

Good norni ng, Counci |
Presi dent, Council nenbers, citizens
of Phil adel phia. As we consi der
today' s ordi nance on
non-conformties, it's clear that
the real non-conformties is in this
very chanber where certain nenbers
have chosen inaction over duty to
the Anmerican Freednen comunity.

Phi | adel phia voters
recently showed their inpatience

with ineffective | eadership as
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Denocrats got outsmarted by Donal d
J. Trunmp and the Republicans. And
right here sone Council menbers know
t hat Anmerican Freednen's
constitutional rights are being
tranpl ed under the 13th Anendnent
and the 14th Anendnent. Yet they
sit back with indifference.

Now, as one whose nane
Hagins carries the wei ght of
Freednmen Heritage, | can't ignore
the irony of this conpliance bill
When certain nenbers here won't
conply with their very own vows.
Dreadl ocks, for instance, have |ong
synbol i zed strength, resilience and
the radical commtnent to justice.
But to wear them w t hout enbodyi ng
the courage is nockery. |If they've
abandoned that spirit, they m ght as
wel | cut their |ocks off.

The Sankofa tradition,

where we | ook back to npve forward,
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rem nds us that we nust reclai mwhat
was taken. But how can anyone worKk
in a place naned after this |egacy,
yet refuse to informyoung Freednen
students that affirmative action
opportunities are still there. They
deny the spirit of Sankofa and
di srespect those who fought to give
them t hose rol es.

And then there's the
menber who won't act unless there's
a crowmd. The |eaders that don't
wait for cheering sections are the
| eaders that Freednen expect. And,
| ook, let me just belabor the point.
| wote resignation letters for
t hree Council nenbers and | expect
Council President to sign them and
that the Council nenbers w ||
absolutely sign them and get out so
we can have a special election.

And there are three

peopl e here. One of themis not
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here, |saiah Thomas. You need to
resign, you're fired. Jeffrey
Young, you need to resign, you're
fired. And Anthony Phillips, you
need to resign, you're fired.

You're the one who told nme I have to
bring a crowd to you to deal with a
constitutional violation.

It was Jeffrey Young who
told nme that | have to -- one
second, just one second. He said, |
know we're violating your 14th
Amendnent equal protection rights
but you're going to have to sue ne.
I magine a City Council menber telling
his el der that. Ogbonna --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: M. Hagins, with all due
respect just tal k about your
resolution, sir.

MR HAG@ NS: Excuse ne?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Can you just focus on the
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proposal --

MR HAGNS: | did
introduce it. | tal ked about what |
wanted to tal k about. And can you
give these two --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  We just ask that you just
refrain from--

MR HAG NS: Refrain from
what ?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The followi ng up on the
menbers. Just have conversations
with themas we follow up. Your
time is up, sir. W'IIl just follow
up and thank you very nuch, sir.
Thank you very nuch, M. Ogbonna
Hagi ns. W heard you. Thank you,
sir.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further
nanes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT

Page 122

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 14/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
JOHNSON:  Thi s concl udes today's
public coment. We will now
consider the bills and resol utions.
We will now consider the bills and
resol uti ons on the Second Readi ng
and Fi nal Passage Cal endars.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
241034.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose of
1766-72 North Bodi ne Street, 2244
and 2246 Hope Street, 218 Cecil B.
Moore Avenue |ocated in the 7th
Councilmanic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Lozada for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 241034.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
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Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 240134 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries and the resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
241035.

CH EF CLERK: A

resolution calling on the
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Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vania to
establish an Ofice of the Public
Heal th Care Advocate within the
Ofice of the Attorney Ceneral.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Mnority Leader Brooks for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 240135.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 240135 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.
WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of Bill No. 240004.
CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anending Title 11
(Streets) and Title 21
(M scel | aneous) of The Phil adel phi a
Code to anend requirenents
concerni ng publication of notices
and newspapers, all under certain
terms and conditions.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill having been read
on two different days, the question
now is shall the bill pass finally.
Wul d the Chief derk
pl ease call the roll.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Philli ps.
COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
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Aye.

CH EF CLERK
Counci | mrenber G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | renber Thomas was aye.

Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:

Counci | menber Young.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Aye.
CH EF CLERK
Counci | menber Brooks.
COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Harrity.
COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber O Rour ke.
COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Driscoll.
COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber O Nei l I.
(No response.)
CH EF CLERK
Counci | menber Squill a.
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
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Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And,
Counci | President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Aye. The ayes are 16.
The nays are 0. Myjority of all
nmenbers having voted in the
affirmative the bill passes.

WIl the Cerk please
read the title of Bill No. 240613.

CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance anendi ng Chapter 12-1100
("M scel | aneous, Regul ations and
Penal ti es") and Chapter 12-2800
("Adm ni strative Adjudication of
Parking Violations") of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, nmaki ng revisions
to disability parking space

st andards and procedures, creating
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an application process for
residential disability parking
spaces limted for use by a specific
person with a disability, creating a
new adm ni strative hearing process,
and anendi ng applicable penalties.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Squilla for a notion.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

I'd like to offer an
amendnent to Bill No. 240613-A. A
copy of the anendnment has been
circulated to all nenbers of
Council. | nove for the adoption of
t he anendnent .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the anmendnent
to Bill No. 240613- A be adopt ed.

All those in favor w |
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signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
bill has been anended. This bil
wi || be placed on the Final Passage
Cal endar for our next session of
Counci | .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber O Neill to be
recogni zed. Wuld you like to be
voted aye on the previous bill?

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL
Thank you, M. President.

| appreciate that.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It shall be duly noted.

WIl the derk please
read the title of Bill No. 240931.

CH EF CLERK: An
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ordi nance aut hori zing and directing
the changi ng of the nane of Taney
Street to LeCount Street, from West
Toronto Street to West Sonerset
Street; from Ri dge Avenue to Cecil
B. Moore Avenue; from Master Street
to Aspen Street; fromPine Street to
Bai nbri dge Street; from Catherine
Street to Christian Street; from
Di ckinson Street to Morris Street;
and aut horizing and directing the
changi ng of the name of Taney
Terrace from Point Breeze Avenue to
Jackson Street, to LeCount Terrace,
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill having been read
on two different days, the question
now is shall the bill pass finally.
WIl the Chief derk
pl ease call the roll.

CHI EF CLERK:
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Counci | menber Phillips.
COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber G | nore Ri chardson.
COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | renber Thomas aye.
Counci | mrenber Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Landau.
COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK
Counci | mrenber Lozada.
COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:

Aye.
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CH EF CLERK
Counci | mrenber Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK
Counci | mrenber O Nei l I.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:

Counci | menber Squill a.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK
Counci | mrenber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  And,
Counci | President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Aye. The ayes are 17.
The nays are 0. A nmgjority of all
menbers having voted in the
affirmative the bill passes.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Clerk will please read
any additional resolutions on
today's Cal endar. W are now under
the consideration of privileged
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A

privileged resolution honoring and
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cel ebrating the Phil adel phi a
Tri bune, an advocate and trail bl azer
for the African Anerican conmunity
on the occasion of its 140-year
anni versary as the ol dest,
conti nuously published newspaper
owned and operated by African
Anericans. I ntroduced by
Counci | renber G I nore Richardson on
behal f of Council President Johnson.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader G| nore R chardson
for a notion on the resol ution.
COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci
Pr esi dent.
On your behalf | nove the
adopti on of the resol ution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and

properly seconded that the
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resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution authori zing
the Joint Commttees on Public
Safety and Parks and Recreation to
hol d hearings to exam ne the
I nterdepartnental protocol,
adm ni stered by Phil adel phi a Parks
and Recreation, the Phil adel phia
Fire Departnment and the Ofice of

Emer gency Managenent for urban-fire
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managenent in public parks and park-
adj acent nei ghbor hoods, consi dering
the recent unprecedented droughts
and wi ldfires across the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

I ntroduced by Council nenber Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Jones for a notion on
the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Novenber 17th, 2024 as Worl d Day of
Remenbrance for Road Traffic Victins
in the Gty of Philadel phia.

I ntroduced by Counci | nenber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Rue Landau for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w ||
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution declaring the
third week of every Novenber as
"Restorative Justice Wek" in the
City of Phil adel phia in honor of the
I nt ernational Canpaign
"I nternational Restorative Justice

Week." I ntroduced by Council nmenber
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Lozada.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Lozada for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w ||
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the

resol ution is adopt ed.
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WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
the 300t h Anniversary of the
Carpenters' Conpany of the Cty and
County of Phil adel phia, the Nation's
O dest Trade Guild and the Stewards
of Carpenters' Hall. Introduced by
Counci | renber Squill a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Squilla for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer a notion to
approve the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and

properly seconded that the
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resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: There are
no other resolutions in ny
possessi on, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That conpl etes our
Cal endar for today.

Are there any speeches on
the part of the Mnority?

The Chair recogni zes

M nority Leader Brooks.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.

Here in Philly and across
the state working famlies are
barely holding it together. Savings
are low, debt is high and the cost
of atrip to the hospital threatens
to put many famlies over the edge.
Meanwhi | e i nsurance conpani es are
ringing profit out of people and
they face no accountability for
del ayi ng, denying or overchargi ng
for life-threatening nedical care.

Today we passed a
resolution calling on the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vania to
establish an Ofice of Public Health
Care Advocate within the Ofice of
Attorney General. The role of this
advocate would be to help
Pennsyl vania stand up for their
health care rights and stand up

agai nst bi g insurance conpani es t hat
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unfairly delay and deprive patients
of health care coverage.

Thi s advocate woul d hel p
recover mllions of dollars for
pati ents whil e hol ding insurance
conpani es account abl e and i nprovi ng
access to health care in
Pennsylvania. |If any of ny
col | eagues would like to learn nore
about the public health advocate and
how it could be beneficial to
Phi | adel phi ans, ny staff can direct
you to a report created by N chene
Dari nko(ph) and her col | eagues at
Put People First.

Thank you so nuch,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:

Thank you, M. President.
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For the past few weeks
now we' ve spent hours discussing a
potential 76ers arena, but | do
t hi nk we shoul d focus our energy on
nore i mredi ately pressing issues
i ke saving SEPTA from crashi ng out
fromits ongoing fiscal crisis.

SEPTA has warned us for
nont hs now, for nonths, that w thout
governnent support it wll face fare
hi kes and service cuts. | think
cane into the Pew trainings before
even being inaugurated and this was
sonething that was lifted up at that
tinme. And here we are as they have
predi ct ed.

Wt hout quick action,
SEPTA plans to increase fares by 29
per cent above the already proposed
hi kes and to cut service by at | east
20 percent starting in early 2025.
These changes will significantly

affect the roughly 800, 000
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Phi | adel phi ans who rely on SEPTA not
just on Thursday nornings,
M. Blatstein, but daily.

First, fare increases
will place a financial strain on
many wor ki ng residents making it
harder for |ower-incone
Phi | adel phi ans to access jobs, to
access education, to access
essential services. Second, service
cuts nmean fewer buses and trains
| eading to longer wait tinmes than
there already are, nore crowded
platforns than there already are,
nore packed vehicles than there
al ready are.

This will likely drive
nore people in cars, increase
traffic, as if it hasn't been crazy
enough already, as well as CO2
em ssions, sonething that's really,
real ly inportant though we sonetines

don't pay attention to that, and

Page 147

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 14/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
even pushing jobs out of the region.
This will put SEPTA, as | think the
gquote was, into a "death spiral."”

So the resolution that is
bei ng i ntroduced today by our team
on behal f of the Council President
calls on our good Governor Josh
Shapiro and the Del aware Vall ey
Regi onal Pl anni ng Comm ssion to take
urgent action to flex Federal
hi ghway transportation dollars to
appropriate to local transit
aut horiti es.

This is our |ast chance,
the last one to save SEPTA fromits
I npendi ng death spiral and Governor
Shapiro has the power to help us
avoid this actual catastrophe. To
dat e, Pennsylvania has only flexed 2
percent of this funding. CQur
nei ghbor across the river, New
Jersey, has flexed 15 percent.

So our ask here is that
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once the resolution is passed next
week, our office wll circulate a
|etter to all of Council,
encour agi ng others to sign on,
pressuring our good Governor to flex
or reallocate this funding towards
SEPTA. And this will allow SEPTA to
free up its own capital funds for
use in its ongoi ng budget, allow ng
themto avoid fare increases and
service cuts.

The resolution so far has
been co-sponsored by every single
menber of Council and the offices
that have nmade this a priority.
want to nanme for certainly the Chair
of Transportation Council man
Driscoll, Councilwoman Gaut hi er,

M nority Leader Brooks, Council man
Thomas as wel| as Landau.

Qur Governor knows the

i nportance of SEPTA. He knows t hat

it provides nore than just
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transportation. It is a lifeline,
it really is, for countless
Phi | adel phi ans connecti ng
comuni ties, connecting to jobs, to
schools, to health care which we've
al ready tal ked about a | ot and so
much nore. So it is critical that
we ban together to make this fornal
request for his action.

Thank you, M. President
and ny col | eagues, who have made
this the priority that it is.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

Speeches on behal f of the
Majority?

Counci | menber Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

Today | introduce
| egi sl ati on that addresses a
significant issue inpacting the 9th

District. It is the oversaturation
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of certain types of businesses,
particul arly nui sance conveni ence
stores, snoke shops, auto repair
shops, auto part sellers and event
and assenbly halls.

Now, here's the truth:
When | speak to an individual about
a legislation that they want to
pass, | always say that | do not
make deci sions based off of what |
want. | make deci sions based off of
what the majority of nei ghbors want
in our District. That is denocracy.
So in speaking with

nei ghbors, we've heard cl ear
concerns about how t hese busi nesses,
when overly concentrated, disrupt
quality of life. Just recently on
Castor Avenue in the Northeast there
are four snoke shops that have cone
up onto that Avenue, causing
di sruptiveness to the nature of that

nei ghbor hood.
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W want to create safety
and cl eanliness. These snoke shops
detract fromthe character and
appeal of our nei ghborhoods. Street
mechani cs, vacant event facilities,
nui sance conveni ence stores and
snoke shops have all contributed to
t hese problens. W want to
enphasi ze that since the beginning
of the pandem c there's been an
i nfl ux of conveni ence stores and
openi ngs and serving as a hot spot
for crimnal activity.

These establishnents
contribute to a range of serious
I ssues, including loitering,
excessive trash, noi se disturbances
fromidling cars wwth | oud nusic,
open-air drug transactions and use,
si dewal k obstructions by parked cars
and public disturbances such as
drunkenness and public urination.

|'"'mexcited to conti nue
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the work of our previous
Counci | menber Cherelle Parker in
addressing these issues. The 9th
District Overlay O di nance Anendnent
i ntroduces speci al exceptions
requi ring these business types to
undergo the RCO requiring the
community's input. This will allow
us to better nmanage where and how
t hese busi nesses operate, reducing
their density and mtigating
negative inpacts on our
nei ghbor hood.

Qur goal is to foster a
bal anced m x of busi nesses that neet
communi ty needs, enhance our
commerci al corridors and support
nei ghbor hood quality of life.

Busi nesses and our nei ghbors are in
support of this legislation and by
managi ng t hese hi gh-i npact

busi nesses, we are taking a

proactive step to creating a safer,
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cl eaner and nore vibrant city of
Phi | adel phia, and particularly in
the 9th District. So we're | ooking
forward to receiving RCO input
bef ore busi nesses of this type and
nature conme into our conmunity.

Thank you, Counci
President, for giving nme the fl oor.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

Today | proudly
co-sponsored the resolution Mnority
VWi p Nicholas O Rourke introduced on
Counci |l President's behalf calling
on Governor Shapiro and DVRPC to
flex federal infrastructure funds
fromstate highway projects to
SEPTA.

| cannot overstate how
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alarmed | am by SEPTA' s intention to
i ncrease fares by 30 percent and cut
service across the board by 20
percent. The Transit Agency w ||
al so be forced to elimnate dozens
of routes and provide such
i nfrequent and unreliable service on
weekends that it will be "unusable."

These neasures mark the
begi nning of a public transportation
death spiral that will be nearly
i npossible to reverse, so |I shudder
to think about the catastrophic
damage that will be done if these
nmeasures go into effect in January.
West and Sout hwest Phi | adel phi ans
di sproportionately depend on public
transportation to get to work,
school, health care and ot her
essentials. For us taking SEPTA
Isn't an option; it's a necessity.

That's why safe, reliable

and affordable public transportation
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is fundanental to the economc
success of both ny constituents and
our entire Commonwealth. One of the
things that nakes Philly special is
that you do not need a car to travel
our great city and with President-
el ect Trunp and other climate
deni ers taking control of the Wite
House, it is on us to nake sure we
are protecting our planet. But
letti ng SEPTA i nplode will only
I ncrease our reliance on fossi
fuel s.

Let ne be clear,
Republicans in Harrisburg are solely
responsi ble for this predictable but
avoi dabl e scenario. The State House
passed funding for SEPTA with
bi parti san support, but the State
Senate left Harrisburg for the year
yesterday w thout holding a vote.

So nowit is up to

Governor Shapiro and DVRPC to "get
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stuff done."™ Wen the Governor says
that, he doesn't use the word stuff.
But I'"'mcalling on themto get stuff
done and protect the econonic
success and nobility of our city by
flexing federal infrastructure
funding to public transit.

During a simlar crisis
i n 2005, then Governor Ed Rendell
fl exed noney to avert transit cuts,
and in 2010 he used the threat of
flexing funding to (inaudible) the
Ceneral Assenbly into passing a
10-year transit funding bill. SEPTA
has been ringing the alarmfor two
years now and frankly Harrisburg ran
out the clock. It is one mnute to
m dni ght and we need the Gover nor
and DVRPC to do what needs to be
done.

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent Johnson and Counci | menber

O Rour ke, for your | eadership on
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this issue. |'mvery proud to stand
wi th you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

Novenber is recogni zed
internationally as Restorative
Justice Month. And today | put
forth a resolution that will decree
the third Tuesday in Novenber as
Justice Day in the Cty of
Phi | adel phia. Restorative justice
Is a key conponent to our Cty's
crimnal justice system W nust
provide returning citizens with a
clear path forward and strong tools
to help themrebuild their |ives.

W have three amazi ng
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people who are with us here today
who are leaders in restorative
justice. | want to recogni ze each
of themwhile they are here with us.
Carnmen Pagan, a single nother of
five who served a five-year sentence
at Muncy State Prison and has since
excel |l ed both personally and
prof essi onal |y, earning her
Bachel or's degree in Crim nal
Justice and becomng the first in
her famly to graduate coll ege.
She's committed to community i npact.
She works as a nentor to those
seeking to overcone recidivism
advocates for underserved
popul ati ons and provi des case
managenent services all while
pursui ng further education and
enpowering others with her |ived
experi ence.

Luis Soto, an Assi stant

Program Manager with the Police-
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Assi sted Diversion program who
before being in this position was on
the other side of the law. He
served a conbined 12 years in state
and county prisons. Today he uses
that lived experience to help turn
people's lives around, intervening
to put themon a better path.

Raquel Fetzer, a
Certified Recovery Specialist,
communi ty advocate who has dedi cated
her life to expandi ng access to
behavi oral health resources in
Phi | adel phia, drawi ng on her
personal recovery journey that began
in 2016. Wth over eight years of
sobriety, she actively reduces
stigma around substance use and
mental health chall enges while
serving in | eadership rol es,
i ncl uding as Co-Chair of the Mental
Heal t h Pl anni ng Council and pursui ng

a degree in psychology. Thank you
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all for being here today and for
your work in our communities.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:

(I naudi bl e) al ong with Counci | menber
Ni ¢ O Rourke and Counci | mnenber
| saiah Thomas wi ||l be observing
Justice Day with a two-prong event,
a listening session where returning
citizens wll have the chance to
share their stories and opi ni ons
directly with | awmakers and advocate
for the changes they want to see in
the justice systemand a resource
fair which will include record
expungenent and revi ews, enpl oynent
opportunities, networking
opportunities and housi ng resources.
This event is designed to provide
both a platform and advocacy and
access to critical services that
support successful reintegration.

I'd like to thank both of ny
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col | eagues for their partnership.
Finally, due to
unf oreseen circunstances the
schedul ed DBHI DS briefing foll ow ng
the Stated neeting has unfortunately
been cancel ed. W recognize the
i nportance of this briefing and the
val uabl e i nsight they provide. W
are in the process of coordinating
with the relevant parties to
reschedul e this inportant session at
the earliest possible convenience.
W will ensure that you
are notified pronptly with the new
details once they are available. |
apol ogi ze for any inconvenience that
this causes. 1'd also like to say
t hank you to each of you who
contributed to ny birthday day of
action.
| think that it was
extremely successful and | | ook

forward to working with sone of you
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to figure out who all of the
supplies will go to. Thank you so
much.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

Thank you, Council President,
col | eagues.

Just wanted to conmend
Counci | man -- Council woman Lozada on
her Restorative Justice Day bill.
And to those who testified here
today, | just want to say that | am
proud of you. | am proud of you
because you took the initiative to
change.

The past is the past. |
guess | should actually start off
how we in recovery start off. | am
JimHarrity and I am an addict, so |

know firsthand the struggl es that
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you faced. | know firsthand how
easy it is to give up, especially
when so many things are working
agai nst you.

| am proud of you. | am
proud of the work you are doing. |

am proud that you took control of

your life and said, | don't have to
live like this, I can be sonething
else, | can be that solution that

you tal k about. We rem nd ourselves
in recovery every day, which | just
said, the fact that |'ma gratefu
recovering addict.

And | say recovering, |
am not recovered. Every day is a
journey. But through tine |'ve
| earned that the past is sonething
that we can't control. The past is
just that. It was the past. The
future, we don't know what's in
store. That's why we al ways say we

have today, one day, just today. |
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don't have to worry about anything
el se, but | just wanted to nake sure
that you knew that sonebody is here
t hat understands, and that's what
this body is about. And I'm proud
of this body.

W get a lot of slack for
a lot of different things, but the
bottomline is this body that |
serve with they care. They care
about the citizens of Phil adel phia,
all the citizens of Phil adel phi a,
whet her you' re struggling, whether
you got it together or whether
you're trying to get it together.

So I just commend you al
and thank you again for sharing your
story because we shouldn't forget,
but we don't have to live in that
past. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Counci | nenber Young.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President. And thank you,
Counci | menber Harrity, for sharing
that. Addiction does not
discrimnate, so we all know
soneone, have soneone, |ove soneone
who's struggling with that. So
t hank you, Council nenber Harrity.

And just want to start
of f by saying, the people are well
aware of how to cause ne to resign
so |l don't feel like -- | don't see
nme resigning today, M. President.
There's a nechanismto get ne to
resign. | think the voters know how
to do that.

But today | want to thank
you, M. President. | want to thank
Counci | renber Jones for passing
| egi slation to renane Taney Street
to the LeCount Street. It's
sonet hi ng personal to ne because |

grew up on Taney Street on the 1700
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
bl ock of Taney Street where ny
father lived. And to have this cone
to fruition, to always see now t hat
the residents in North Phil adel phia
and Sout h Phil adel phia can have
soneone to research and | ook up and
say who is LeCount. And when they
| ook her up and they see who she is,
see the things that she did for our
comunities, that's soneone they can
be proud of to say they have a
street naned after. So I want to
t hank you and Council man Jones for
your support with that |egislation.

| want to thank our

partners -- today | introduced a
resol uti on thanking the Commonweal th
for passing legislation that wll
hel p aid our |aw enforcenent in
fighting these illegal street races
that happen in our city. So just to
give the public, | guess, a synopsis

of what this bill does that was
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
passed by our state, it expands the
scope of illegal racing to include
traffic ways to include regular
streets.

It was only for highways.
Now t hey' ve included our streets.
They have a specific definition for
drifting that was not sonething that
was in our state code previously so
now it's defined. They've increased
the fine for a first street racing
violation from $200 to $500.

They' ve al so increased the fine for
a subsequent violation from $200 to
$1, 000.

They' ve provided for a
mechani smto i npound your vehicle
for six nonths. They've also
provi ded that an organi zer of a
street race event shall be fined for
$1, 000 for each vehicle involved.
And so, | want to thank again our

state partners for recognizing the
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
I ssues that we face here in
Phi | adel phi a and doi ng sonet hi ng
about it. | want to thank ny
constituents in the 5th District
who' ve called ny office day-in and
day-out to conplain about this
issue, to talk to us about how we
can cure this particular issue
that's going on in our city.
Because we all know t hat
fromthe arrests that the police
have made, these folks aren't from
our city. They're from outside our
city terrorizing our comunities. |
want to thank again our state
partners for recognizing that and
hel pi ng us fight that issue, one of
many issues that affect the quality
of life here in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.
And | ast but not | east,
those who are listening nmy office is

sponsoring anot her one of the tax
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wor kshops tonight. |If you have
experienced an increase in your rea
estate tax assessnent, there's a
program out there for you.

Tonight we will be in the
Brewer yt own section of North
Phi | adel phia. We will be at 2800
West Thonpson Street at Cel esti al
Wrd Mnistries for our property tax
relief workshops. Again, get
I nformati on on how to appeal your
assessnent, information on Honestead
Exenption, all the prograns that are
avail able to you.

And just note that you
have until Novenber 18th, | believe
that is Monday, to file your first
| evel of review for your appeals.
And we want to nmake sure that every
Phi | adel phi an who i s aggrieved by
this, if you feel your property tax
bill has gone up too high, please

file an appeal of your property
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t axes.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

Today ny col | eagues and |
recogni zed Novenber 17th as Wrl d
Day of Renenbrance for Road Traffic
Victins in the city of Philadel phia.
In Philadel phia, traffic crashes are
a public health crisis. Traffic
deaths are a | eadi ng cause of
prevent abl e deat hs,
di sproportionately harm ng peopl e
who are wal ki ng and bi king, and in
particul ar people of color and
people in | owincone comunities.

In 2023, 123 people in
Phi | adel phia died in vehicular
crashes. Thank you to the Bicycle

Coalition of Geater Phil adel phi a,
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
Famlies for Safe Streets Geater
Phi | adel phi a and ot her Coalition
partners who will continue to
menorialize lives lost to traffic
vi ol ence through their advocacy
demandi ng safer streets for all

Three shout-outs as well.
| want to thank you and
Counci | mrenmber O Rourke for your
incredible bill -- resolution to
call on the state, Governor Josh
Shapiro to flex federal
infrastructure funds fromstate
hi ghway projects to stave off fare
i ncreases in SEPTA.

Shout -out to
Counci | mrenber Gauthier for that fire
speech today. She hit it. She
nailed it. This is absolutely
preventable. W need to invest in
SEPTA, invest in public
transportation, not take noney away

which the fare increases wll cause
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fewer people to ride.

Al so, wanted to give a
shout-out to you and Counci | menber
Jimry Harrity for your bill,
anmendi ng the prevailing wage to add
st adi um concessi on enpl oyees. Big
shout-out to our friends UNI TE HERE
W support you, we stand with you.
Thank you for being here. Got to
make sure we're taking care of the
wor ker s.

And finally, to ny
col | eague, the birthday week,
Counci | mrenber Quetcy Lozada for your
Restorative Justice bill. 1It's such
an essential tool in making sure we
are healing our communities. And to
the brave individual s who spoke
about their recovery and
transformation today, including ny
col | eague, thank you so very, very
much. It is so hard to tell your

stories in public. W appreciate
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11/ 14/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
you. We stand with you. W support
you. And anything you need, you got
all of Council standing with you.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, M. President. And thank
you, Councilman Harrity, for
continuing to share your story. W
know it's a struggle. And | think
you're an exanple of life after
addiction and | know it's daily.
There's not really an after
addi ction, but you're show ng the
folks that it can be done. So thank
you for that.

And, Counci | worman
Gaut hi er and Counci | man O Rour ke,

your efforts on behalf of SEPTA are
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critical. W hope they're being
heard. We'Ill continue this fight.
And in that spirit, | want to rem nd
all nmenbers that today at 3:00 p. m
we are having a briefing by SEPTA in
the Caucus room So | encourage al
menbers to attend.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Cindy Bass for a
notion -- well, the Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Kat herine G| nore
Ri chardson for a notion to adjourn.

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

| nmove that Counci
stands adj ourned until Thursday,
Novenber 21, 2024 at 10:00 a. m

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday, Novenber
21, 2024 at 10:00 a.m

Al'l those in favor w ||
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries. Thank you all very
much.

(Stated Meeting adj ourned
at 12:20 p.m)
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