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4           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

5 morning, everyone.  The hour has come.

6 It appears we have a quorum.

7           I would ask all guests and

8 visitors to please retire behind the

9 rail, and the members have taken their

10 seat, so we're going to start the Council

11 session.

12           To give our invocation this

13 morning, the Chair recognizes the

14 Reverend Dr. G. Daniel Jones, Senior

15 Pastor of the Grace Baptist Church of

16 Germantown.  He is here today as the

17 guest of Councilwoman Bass.

18           I would ask all members and

19 guests to please rise.

20           (Members and guests rise.)

21           REVEREND JONES:  May we quiet

22 our hearts and look to the Lord.

23           Eternal God our creator, this

24 morning, we acknowledge your presence,

25 your might, your sovereignty, and your
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1 majesty.  We are prayerful that the

2 divine spirit of our God be revealed

3      6/13/13 - STATED - INVOCATION

4 during this councilmanic session.

5 Further, we ask your blessings upon our

6 Council President, the Honorable Darrell

7 L. Clarke, and each Councilperson over

8 whom he presides.  Also, may each elected

9 official under the sound of my voice

10 continue to deliberate, reason, and

11 govern reflecting the best interests of

12 both our city and citizenry.

13           Prayers are also ascend for our

14 Mayor, his cabinet, and staff.  May our

15 entire elected and appointed municipal

16 offices receive gladly your guidance,

17 direction, and intercession.

18           Our commissioners in their

19 respective areas of public service need

20 your influence in determining a direction

21 of doing justly, loving mercy, and

22 walking humbly with our God.

23           We pray for municipal

24 commonwealth and national economic

25 recovery.  May the employment rate
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1 increase while the unemployment rate

2 decreases.

3      6/13/13 - STATED - INVOCATION

4           We pray for healing of all of

5 our social ills, and may our Council

6 serve as instruments of restoration.

7 Faced with limited resources, revenue,

8 budgetary constraints, limited

9 commonwealth and national appropriations

10 and allocations, may we maximize the

11 needs while the needs of our community

12 are maximized.  We pray for a

13 breakthrough.  We need creative, we need

14 creative civic minds working together,

15 and may your spirit be reflected.

16           May this session be successful,

17 and by the time of adjournment, may we

18 see demonstrations of wise Council,

19 thoughtful decision-making, sensitive

20 recommendations, and information of

21 helpful policymaking for the good of the

22 whole.

23           We pray this morning in this

24 Council Chamber, the seat of municipal

25 government.  In the name of the holy one,
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1 for thine is the kingdom, the power, and

2 the glory forever.

3 6/13/13 - STATED - APPROVAL OF JOURNAL

4           Amen.

5           (Amen.)

6           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7 Thank you so much, Reverend, for those

8 inspiring words.

9           Council will be at ease.

10           (Council at ease.)

11           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12 Thank you.  Before we start our Council

13 session, I would ask a favor of all our

14 guests and visitors.  If you have a

15 device of any type that makes noise, be

16 it a ring, be it a song or whatever, I'd

17 ask that you please turn it off or turn

18 it on silent.  Thank you.  Thank you.

19           The next order of business is

20 the approval of the Journal of the

21 meeting of Thursday, June 6th, 2013.

22           The Chair recognizes Councilman

23 Greenlee.

24           COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

25 you, Mr. President.  I move that the
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1 Journal of the meeting of Thursday, June

2 6th, 2013 be approved.

3        6/13/13 - STATED - LEAVES

4           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5 Thank you.  Is there a second?

6           (Duly seconded.)

7           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It

8 has been moved and properly seconded that

9 the Journal of the meeting of Thursday,

10 June 6th, 2013 stand approved.

11           All those in favor indicate by

12 saying aye.

13           (Aye.)

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Nay?

15           (No response.)

16           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

17 ayes have it.  The Journal is approved.

18           The next order of business is

19 requests for leaves of absence, and the

20 Chair recognizes Councilman Jones.

21           COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

22 Mr. President.  On behalf of the

23 majority, there is one request for leave

24 of absence by Councilwoman Marian Tasco.

25           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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1 Leave shall be granted.

2           The Chair recognizes Councilman

3    6/13/13 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

4 O'Neill.

5           COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Thank you,

6 Mr. President.  On behalf of the

7 republicans, there are no requests for

8 leave of absence.

9           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10 Thank you, sir.

11           At this time, I would dispense

12 with the regular order of business and

13 take this time to welcome and thank all

14 of our visitors and guests here today.

15 We hope that your day is a pleasurable

16 one.  There apparently is going to be a

17 concert at some point and maybe in the

18 hallway, in the Caucus Room, so we'll

19 give you the time of day at the

20 appropriate time.  So I want to thank you

21 guys and thank you for coming down.  We

22 hope that it's such a pleasurable one

23 that you come back again.  Thank you so

24 much.

25           At this time, the Council
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1 recognizes Councilman Greenlee, who will

2 present a resolution congratulating the

3    6/13/13 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

4 Julia Masterman Middle School Chess Team.

5 Would Stephen Shutt and those

6 accompanying him please join the

7 Councilman at the podium.

8           And we have Councilman Kenney

9 and Councilwoman Brown joining the

10 Councilman.

11           Councilman, please proceed.

12           COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

13 you, Mr. President.  It's great to honor

14 some more champions in the City of

15 Philadelphia.

16           This is a resolution

17 congratulating and honoring the Julia R.

18 Masterman Middle School Chess Team on

19 winning the 2013 United States Chess

20 Federation's Kindergarten-Through-8th

21 Grade National Championship.

22           Whereas, Julia R. Masterman

23 School has a longstanding championship

24 chess tradition, winning 10 National

25 Titles since 1991; and
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1           Whereas, on April 5th through

2 the 7th, Masterman's Middle School Chess

3    6/13/13 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

4 Team participated in the United States

5 Chess Federation's Quadrennial Super

6 National Tournament held in Nashville,

7 Tennessee; and

8           COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  You'll see

9 in a minute why they gave me this

10 particular paragraph.

11           Whereas, Masterman's Chess Team

12 triumphed over more than 5,000 other

13 students from 49 states to win the

14 Kindergarten-Through-8th Grade National

15 Championship; and

16           Whereas, the team, led by Coach

17 Stephen Shutt, a retired teacher, and

18 Assistant Coach Gregory Shahade, a

19 Masterman Alum and professional chess

20 player, consists of 8th graders Alexander

21 Wlezien, Shira Moolten, and Alejandro

22 Budejen-Jerez, 7th graders Angel Joshi

23 Hernandez-Camen and Srisa Changolar, 6th

24 grader Nalin Khanna, and 5th grader Torin

25 Kuehnle; and
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1           Whereas, Alexander -- I

2 apologize.  I hope I came close in at

3    6/13/13 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

4 least some of them.  Thank you.

5           Whereas, Alexander Wlezien was

6 undefeated in the tournament with 5 wins

7 and 2 draws, placing 2nd in the

8 tournament individually and is also the

9 Pennsylvania State Middle School

10 Champion;

11           (Applause.)

12           COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Whereas,

13 Angel Joshi Hernandez-Camen and Nalin

14 Khanna finished tied for 20th place

15 respectively in the individual

16 tournament; and

17           Whereas, the future of

18 Masterman's Chess Team is likely to carry

19 on its winning tradition with 5th grade

20 students Hayden Keller, Manas Narula, Zak

21 Kingsley and Yuva Gambhir finishing in

22 10th place respectively as a team in the

23 Kindergarten-Through-9th Grade under

24 1,250 rated division; now therefore be it

25           COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  You see,
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1 I arranged it.  I didn't have to say all

2 those names.

3    6/13/13 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

4           Resolved, by the Council of the

5 City of Philadelphia, that we hereby

6 congratulate and honor the Julia R.

7 Masterman Middle School Chess Team for

8 winning the 2013 United States Chess

9 Federation's National Championship.

10           Further resolved, that an

11 engrossed copy of this resolution be

12 presented to the Julia R. Masterman

13 Middle School Chess Team further

14 evidencing the sincere sentiments of this

15 legislative body.

16           This resolution was sponsored

17 by Council President Clarke, introduced

18 by he and myself, and co-sponsored by all

19 members of City Council.

20           Congratulations.

21           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22 Congratulations.

23           (Applause.)

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

25 Chair recognizes Mr. Shutt for remarks.
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1           MR. SHUTT:  I want to thank

2 President and members of City Council for

3    6/13/13 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

4 receiving and honoring the students from

5 the Julia R. Masterman National

6 Championship Middle School Chess Team.

7 Although I did officially retire after 42

8 years of teaching in the School District

9 of Philadelphia, I volunteered to

10 continue coaching the players on the

11 Chess Team.  I must say that this is one

12 of the brightest, most enthusiastic, and

13 highest-achieving teams with which I have

14 ever had the privilege of working.  And I

15 have seen many strong and dedicated young

16 scholastic players.

17           Having participated in the

18 development of players representing ten

19 national championship teams from

20 Masterman and seven national championship

21 teams from Roberts Vaux, I can say that

22 there are a great many talented students

23 eager to be challenged in the School

24 District of Philadelphia.  Regardless of

25 their economic and ethnic background and
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1 whether they attend a magnet or

2 neighborhood school, students thrive on

3    6/13/13 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

4 challenges.

5           There are a variety of ways to

6 challenge a student besides the three

7 R's.  Recently a strong invitational

8 scholastic tennis tournament was held in

9 Florida.  Only three players from

10 Delaware Valley, only one of which was

11 from Philadelphia, qualified to

12 participate.  That 12-year-old

13 Philadelphian was from our school.

14           Another student who graduated

15 2010 rode in the Philadelphia Bike Race

16 nine days ago.  Competing against some of

17 the top professional riders in the world,

18 he came in 36th.  In high school he and

19 other students went on group rides

20 conducted by another teacher.

21           Masterman's Robotics Team won

22 Rookie of the Year honors in its first

23 season.  Many other teams have

24 professional programmers and engineers

25 guiding their students, but Masterman has
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1 two teachers, willing to spend many hours

2 after school.  Their hard work proved to

3    6/13/13 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

4 be contagious.  The workaholic efforts of

5 our lead student engineer and programmer

6 were rewarded with an acceptance to

7 attend Cal Tech in the fall, although he

8 did turn it down to go to a special

9 program at Penn.

10           Another former student is on

11 the United States Ultimate Frisbee Team,

12 which won the world championship the last

13 two years, first in Prague, then in

14 Tokyo.

15           Now, what do all of these

16 students have in common?  They all had

17 goals, dedicated themselves to achieving

18 them, and were rewarded with memories

19 they will cherish a lifetime, memories

20 that they will retain far longer than any

21 test grade.  Think of self-confidence

22 they will take into future challenges.

23           Education is more than just the

24 three R's.  It is about the total person.

25 And you do not have to be -- to know all
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1 there is to know about a subject to teach

2 it, I can tell you that.  Now, I'm not a

3    6/13/13 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

4 great chess player.  They'll vouch for

5 that.  Our tennis coach is not a great

6 tennis player.  The teacher taking

7 students on group bike rides would never

8 win any races, and our robotics teachers

9 will be the first to tell you how little

10 they know about robotics, but you can

11 have success with teachers.  Nurture

12 their interests, open the door, point the

13 way, motivate and help the students take

14 those first steps, and they will do the

15 rest.

16           There is an old Chinese saying,

17 the mark of a good teacher is when his

18 students surpass him.  Now, you'll have

19 to excuse the masculine pronouns now,

20 but, remember, this is an old Chinese

21 saying.  Now, if this is true -- and I

22 suspect it is from all accounts -- I must

23 be a pretty damn good teacher.

24           As I look at my championship

25 team standing here behind me, I'm very
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1 proud of their accomplishments.  Yet I

2 know they are representing many other

3    6/13/13 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

4 Philadelphia school students who are

5 following their own interests and

6 achieving their own dreams, many without

7 fanfare or adulation.

8           And, finally, I would just like

9 to reintroduce the players, properly

10 pronouncing their names so that we may

11 know.  Starting with Shira Moolten, an

12 8th grader; Alejandro Budejen-Jerez, also

13 an 8th grader; Angel Joshi

14 Hernandez-Camen, a 7th grader; Joshi --

15 Josh.  Just supposed to be known as Josh.

16 And Srisa Changolar, 7th grade; Nalin

17 Khanna, 6th grade; Torin Kuehnle, 5th

18 grade; and Alex Wlezien, who will be

19 competing against the state champions of

20 every other state in the union, all 50 of

21 them, in a big tournament in Madison,

22 Wisconsin this August.  They call the

23 tournament the Champion of Champions.

24           This is our Chess Team.  Thank

25 you very much.
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1           (Applause.)

2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3    6/13/13 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

4 Thank you.

5           Council will be at ease.

6           (Council at ease.)

7           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8 Thank you so much.  Great work.

9           At this time, the Chair

10 recognizes Councilman Johnson, who will

11 present a resolution honoring the Jewish

12 Federation of Greater Philadelphia.

13 Would Mr. Lennard Zimmerman and those

14 accompanying him please join the

15 Councilman at the podium.

16           And joining Councilman Johnson

17 we have Councilman O'Neill, Councilman

18 Jones, and Councilman Greenlee and

19 Councilwoman Bass also.

20           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

21 Mr. President.

22           Good morning.

23           (Good morning.)

24           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Good

25 morning.
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1           (Good morning.)

2           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  In the

3    6/13/13 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

4 African American culture, there is a

5 proverb that says if you do not know your

6 past, you cannot know your history.  If

7 you do not know your past, you cannot

8 know your history.  And so celebrating

9 the rich diversity of this city, today I

10 would like to recognize an organization

11 that has worked tirelessly to support and

12 educate the Jewish community and the

13 community-at-large through programs for

14 the poor and elderly and through efforts

15 such as the Annual Holocaust Memorial

16 program that takes place each year on

17 Benjamin Franklin Parkway, which honors

18 the more than 6 million Jewish men,

19 women, and children who were murdered by

20 the Nazis.

21           I became affiliated in

22 attending the Memorial while serving as a

23 State Representative in the House of

24 Representatives of Pennsylvania, and

25 every year I would come to this event and
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1 really would be energized, educated, more

2 importantly, informed regarding the rich

3    6/13/13 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

4 history of the Jewish culture, not only

5 here in the City of Philadelphia but also

6 a part of American history.

7           And so in reflecting upon the

8 Jewish experience and also a somewhat

9 similar experience experienced by African

10 Americans, I wanted to take some time out

11 to recognize them for the importance of

12 really recognizing your history and

13 educating the importance of knowing your

14 past will definitely have an impact on

15 determining where you are going in the

16 future.

17           I'd like to thank all of my

18 colleagues for being here with me today.

19           And the resolution reads:

20 Honoring, recognizing and commending the

21 Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia

22 for its contribution to the Greater

23 Philadelphia Jewish community and Jewish

24 communities throughout the world.

25           Whereas, the Jewish Federation
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1 of Greater Philadelphia is a local

2 chapter of Jewish Federations of North

3    6/13/13 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

4 America, an international organization

5 which provides a variety of services to

6 support and facilitate connections

7 between the North American Jewish

8 community, Israel, and World Jewry; and

9           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Whereas,

10 the Jewish Federation of Greater

11 Philadelphia's mission is to mobilize

12 financial and volunteer resources to

13 address the community's most critical

14 priorities in Philadelphia, Israel and

15 overseas; and

16           Whereas, it is the vision of

17 the Jewish Federation of Greater

18 Philadelphia to promote the global Jewish

19 community by encouraging participation in

20 Jewish life, religious programming, and

21 educational leadership opportunities for

22 young adults; and

23           COUNCILMAN JONES:  Whereas, the

24 Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia

25 also emphasizes caring for those in need
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1 through programs for seniors and by

2 providing services to financially

3    6/13/13 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

4 disadvantaged such as self-sufficiency

5 initiatives, hunger relief and social

6 action; and

7           Whereas, the Jewish Federation

8 of Greater Philadelphia works to build

9 connections between Jewish communities in

10 Greater Philadelphia and Jewish

11 communities throughout the world through

12 Israel advocacy, international hunger

13 relief, security programming, and support

14 for seniors, children and immigrants

15 worldwide; and

16           COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Whereas,

17 the Jewish Federation of Greater

18 Philadelphia raises Holocaust awareness

19 through educational resources, creative

20 arts contests, youth symposiums, and

21 other initiatives; and

22           COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Whereas,

23 through a partnership with Jewish

24 Families and Jewish Schools, the Jewish

25 Federation of Greater Philadelphia
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1 administers the Passport to Israel

2 program, which provides students from the

3    6/13/13 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

4 Philadelphia area with the opportunity to

5 experience an educational visit to

6 Israel; now therefore be it

7           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  I want to

8 also acknowledge the hard work of my good

9 friend Robin, who is probably a tireless,

10 passionate, and enthusiastic advocate for

11 the Jewish Federation of Greater

12 Philadelphia.

13           Resolved, that the Council of

14 the City of Philadelphia, hereby honors,

15 recognizes and commends the Jewish

16 Federation of Greater Philadelphia for

17 its contribution to the Greater

18 Philadelphia Jewish community and Jewish

19 communities throughout the world.

20           Further resolved, that an

21 engrossed copy of this resolution be

22 presented to the Jewish Federation of

23 Greater Philadelphia as evidence of the

24 sincere sentiments of this legislative

25 body.
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1           And at this time, I would like

2 to present to Robin and Mr. Zimmerman

3    6/13/13 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

4 this citation on behalf of the members of

5 City Council.

6           (Applause.)

7           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

8 Chair recognizes Mr. Zimmerman for

9 remarks.

10           MR. ZIMMERMAN:  Good morning,

11 and thank you so much for giving me the

12 honor of representing the Jewish

13 Federation of Greater Philadelphia during

14 this very special ceremony.  I am Len

15 Zimmerman, Federation's Chief Development

16 Officer.

17           On behalf of our board, our

18 staff, and the entire Jewish community, I

19 express my deep gratitude to Councilman

20 Johnson, Council President Clarke, and

21 all of the members of City Council for

22 recognizing the important work we do in

23 the Greater Philadelphia region, in

24 Israel, and around the world.

25           For more than a century, the
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1 Federation has helped both Jew and

2 non-Jew to lead richer, more meaningful

3    6/13/13 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

4 lives through its support of programs and

5 services that improve educational

6 opportunities, enhance the quality of

7 life for older adults, provide

8 nourishment for those who are hungry and

9 food insecure, allow adults with

10 disabilities to live independently, and

11 countless other critical, important goals

12 and objectives.

13           We owe our success to the

14 generosity of our fellow Philadelphians

15 and to the wonderful relationships we

16 have forged with community leaders like

17 yourselves.  I cannot emphasize enough

18 how humbled and pleased we are by the

19 resolution that you have introduced

20 today.  Please know that this public

21 recognition will motivate us to work even

22 harder to make this community a more

23 vibrant and vital place for our children,

24 our grandchildren, and for generations to

25 come.
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1           Thank you again.

2           (Applause.)

3    6/13/13 - STATED - COMMUNICATIONS

4           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5 Council will be at ease.

6           (Council at ease.)

7           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8 Thank you so much.

9           The next order of business is

10 communications.  The Chair requests that

11 the Sergeant-Of-Arms deliver the messages

12 from the Mayor to the Chief Clerk.

13           Mr. Decker, would you please

14 read the messages.

15           CHIEF CLERK:  To the President

16 and members of the Council of the City of

17 Philadelphia, pursuant to Sections 4-604

18 and 2-307 of the Home Rule Charter, I am

19 today transmitting to the Council the

20 recommendation of the City Planning

21 Commission on the following bills:  Bill

22 Nos. 130410, 130420, 130421, 130448,

23 130450, 130454, 130459, 130460, 130461,

24 and 130463; and

25           I am transmitting for the
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1 consideration of your honorable body a

2 resolution approving the redevelopment

3    6/13/13 - STATED - COMMUNICATIONS

4 contract of the Philadelphia

5 Redevelopment Authority for the

6 redevelopment and urban renewal of a

7 portion of the West Philadelphia

8 Redevelopment Area, identified by house

9 number and street address as 1410 North

10 Fifty-Sixth Street; and

11           A resolution approving the

12 redevelopment contract of the

13 Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority for

14 the redevelopment and urban renewal of a

15 portion of the American Street Industrial

16 Corridor Urban Renewal Area, identified

17 as 1736 through 54 North American Street;

18 and

19           A resolution approving the

20 redevelopment contract of the

21 Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority for

22 the redevelopment and urban renewal of a

23 portion of the New Kensington-Fishtown

24 Urban Renewal Area, identified by house

25 number and street address as 1347 through
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1 51 North Front Street including 1352

2 North Lee Street; and

3    6/13/13 - STATED - COMMUNICATIONS

4           A resolution approving the

5 redevelopment contract of the

6 Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority for

7 the redevelopment and urban renewal of a

8 portion of the New Kensington-Fishtown

9 Urban Renewal Area, identified by house

10 number and street address as 2211 Blair

11 Street; and

12           A resolution approving the

13 redevelopment contract of the

14 Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority for

15 the redevelopment and urban renewal of a

16 portion of the Auburn Redevelopment Area,

17 identified by house number and street

18 address as 2118 East Monmouth Street; and

19           A resolution approving the

20 redevelopment contract and disposition

21 supplement of the Philadelphia

22 Redevelopment Authority for the

23 redevelopment and urban renewal of a

24 portion of the Model Cities Urban Renewal

25 Area, identified by house numbers and
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1 street addresses as 1901 through 09 and

2 1911 through 15 North Thirty-Third

3    6/13/13 - STATED - COMMUNICATIONS

4 Street, 3210 through 12, 3211 through 19,

5 3216, 3220 through 26, 3223 through 37,

6 3230 and 3236 Arlington Street, 3225

7 through 3227 and 3233 through 37 West

8 Berks Street, 3310 through 3214, 3217,

9 3220, 3223 through 25, 3224, 3228, 3229,

10 3232 through 34, and 3233 through 37

11 Monument Street; and

12           A resolution approving the

13 redevelopment contract and disposition

14 supplement of the Philadelphia

15 Redevelopment Authority for the

16 redevelopment and urban renewal of a

17 portion of the 54th and Columbia Avenue

18 Urban Renewal Area, identified by house

19 number and street address as 1717 through

20 25 North Fifty-Fourth Street; and

21           An ordinance authorizing the

22 revision of lines and grades on a portion

23 of City Plan No. 215 by striking from the

24 City Plan Greene Street from Allens Lane

25 to St. Georges Road, all under certain
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1 terms and conditions.

2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3    6/13/13 - STATED - COMMUNICATIONS

4 Mr. Decker, do you have any additional

5 communications?

6           CHIEF CLERK:  I have none, Mr.

7 President.

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9 Thank you, sir.

10           Before we proceed with the

11 introduction of bills and resolutions,

12 the Chair would recognize Councilwoman

13 Brown.

14           COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you.

15 Thank you, Mr. President.  I would be

16 remiss, we have an opportunity here to

17 salute three young people who I believe

18 are going to be moving in and occupying

19 our seats to take over this government

20 and corporations in the City.

21           Often Melanie Shaw and Melanie

22 Lassiter talk about how important it is

23 that we develop a bench of young

24 professionals.  So I want to, in that

25 spirit, I want to thank Paul Deegan at
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1 PIDC for taking on three interns that

2 look like Philadelphia, and I'd be

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4 pleased to salute them and ask them to

5 stand.  Christopher Jacks, who is a

6 senior at Cornell University.  Raise your

7 hand, Christopher.  Natalie Diaz, a

8 senior at LaSalle University, and Matt

9 Howell of LaSalle University.  The next

10 bench of professionals.

11           (Applause.)

12           COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,

13 Paul Deegan.

14           Thank you, Mr. President.

15           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16 Thank you, Councilwoman.

17           And welcome.

18           At this time, we'll have the

19 introduction of bills and resolutions.

20           The Chair recognizes Councilman

21 Kenney.

22           COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Thank you,

23 Mr. President.  I offer one privileged

24 resolution.

25           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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1 Thank you, sir.

2           CHIEF CLERK:  A privileged

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4 resolution authorizing the Committee on

5 Public Safety to hold public hearings to

6 examine street harassment in the City of

7 Philadelphia, particularly the strategies

8 and campaigns of the non-profit group

9 Hollaback, which works to bring attention

10 to the issue on behalf of women and LGBTQ

11 individuals of all ages.

12           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

13 resolution will be placed on today's

14 Final Passage Calendar.

15           The Chair recognizes

16 Councilwoman Blackwell.

17           COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

18 you, Mr. President.  Today I introduce

19 one bill, one privileged and one

20 non-privileged resolution, and I'd like

21 to speak on the non-privileged resolution

22 that is co-sponsored by Councilwoman

23 Blondell Reynolds Brown and Councilman

24 Jim Kenney.

25           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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1 Thank you, Councilwoman.

2           CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4 authorizing the Brandywine Cira Post

5 Office to construct, own and maintain

6 various right-of-way encroachments at

7 2970 Market Street.

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

9 bill will be referred to committee.

10           CHIEF CLERK:  And a

11 non-privileged resolution authorizing the

12 Commissioner of Public Property to

13 execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

14 Redevelopment Authority, without

15 consideration, deeds conveying

16 conditional fee simple title to certain

17 City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

18 the buildings and improvements thereon,

19 situate in the Third Ward of the City of

20 Philadelphia.

21           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

22 resolution will be on next week's Final

23 Passage Calendar.

24           CHIEF CLERK:  And a

25 non-privileged resolution supporting the
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1 Diversity Visa Program and urging the

2 United States Senate and the United

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4 States House of Representatives to

5 preserve the Diversity Visa Program as an

6 integral part of the comprehensive

7 immigration reform legislation.

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9 Councilwoman, would you prefer to speak

10 now or at the time of the vote?

11           COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Yes.

12           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13 Please proceed.

14           COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

15 you.  We introduced this resolution

16 because there is a move afoot to change

17 the Diversity Visa Program.  We need it

18 preserved.  In order to change it,

19 they're talking about a merit-based

20 system that would mean one has to speak

21 proficient English, have a higher level

22 of education, employment experience,

23 business entrepreneurship, and already

24 existing ties to come to this country.  I

25 mean, America is America.  This is
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1 supposed to be the land where people can

2 try to realize their dreams and have an

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4 opportunity to an opportunity at the tree

5 of life.  That is why we have a

6 Constitution and that is why people when

7 they come and see the border and see the

8 lady with their arm up in our harbor,

9 that we believe so much in it.

10           And so we introduce this to

11 make sure that we never lose sight of the

12 fact that all people deserve a right to

13 try to achieve their dream in this

14 country.  And so certainly we urge

15 support of this resolution at the

16 appropriate time.

17           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18 Thank you, Councilwoman.

19           COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

20 you.

21           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

22 resolution will be placed on next week's

23 Final Passage Calendar.

24           The Chair recognizes Councilman

25 Greenlee.
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1           COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

2 you, Mr. President.  On your behalf, I

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4 offer three resolutions.

5           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

6 Thank you, sir.

7           CHIEF CLERK:  A non-privileged

8 resolution approving the redevelopment

9 contract and disposition supplement of

10 the Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority

11 for the redevelopment and urban renewal

12 of a portion of the Model Cities Urban

13 Renewal Area, identified by house numbers

14 and street addresses as 1901 through 1909

15 North Thirty-Third Street.

16           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

17 resolution will be on next week's Final

18 Passage Calendar.

19           CHIEF CLERK:  And a

20 non-privileged resolution authorizing the

21 Commissioner of Public Property to

22 execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

23 Redevelopment Authority, without

24 consideration, deeds conveying

25 conditional fee simple title to certain
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1 City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

2 the buildings and improvements thereon,

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4 situate in the Twenty-Eighth,

5 Twenty-Ninth and Forty-Third Wards of the

6 City of Philadelphia.

7           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

8 resolution will also be on next week's

9 Final Passage Calendar.

10           CHIEF CLERK:  And a

11 non-privileged resolution approving the

12 redevelopment contract of the

13 Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority for

14 the redevelopment and urban renewal of a

15 portion of the New Kensington-Fishtown

16 Urban Renewal Area, identified by house

17 number and street address as 1347 through

18 51 North Front Street and including 1352

19 North Lee Street.

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

21 resolution will be on next week's Final

22 Passage Calendar.

23           The Chair recognizes Councilman

24 Henon.

25           COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,
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1 Council President.  I have no bills or

2 resolutions.

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5 Thank you, Councilman.

6           The Chair recognizes Councilman

7 Johnson.

8           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:

9 Mr. President, I have two resolutions,

10 one privileged.

11           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12 Thank you, Councilman.

13           CHIEF CLERK:  A privileged

14 resolution honoring, recognizing and

15 commending WURD Radio for its ten years

16 of service as "The Voice of the

17 Community."

18           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19 Thank you.  That resolution will be on

20 this week's Final Passage Calendar.

21           CHIEF CLERK:  And a

22 non-privileged resolution authorizing the

23 Commissioner of Public Property to

24 execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

25 Redevelopment Authority, without



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

38

1 consideration, deeds conveying

2 conditional fee simple title to certain

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4 City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

5 the buildings and improvements thereon,

6 situate in the Thirty-Sixth Ward of the

7 City of Philadelphia.

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

9 resolution will be on next week's Final

10 Passage Calendar.

11           The Chair recognizes

12 Councilwoman Sanchez.

13           COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

14 you, Mr. President.  I have one

15 non-privileged resolution that I am

16 co-sponsoring with Councilwoman Tasco and

17 Councilman Goode.  It's non-privileged.

18 And I have one bill that I am introducing

19 along with my Council colleagues

20 Councilman Henon and Bill Green, and it's

21 co-sponsored by Councilman Jones,

22 O'Neill, Squilla, Johnson, and Reynolds

23 Brown.  Thank you.

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25 Thank you, Councilwoman.
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1           Mr. Decker, hold on one second,

2 please.

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4           Okay, Mr. Decker.  Please

5 proceed.

6           CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

7 amending Chapter 19-2600 of The

8 Philadelphia Code, entitled "Business

9 Income and Receipts Tax," by providing

10 certain exclusions; revising certain tax

11 rates; and creating certain fresh food

12 tax credits.

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

14 bill will be referred to the appropriate

15 committee.

16           CHIEF CLERK:  And a

17 non-privileged resolution urging the

18 Pennsylvania General Assembly to oppose

19 legislation that would weaken existing

20 protections against predatory lending and

21 harm the citizens of our Commonwealth by

22 legalizing high-cost, small-dollar loans,

23 commonly known as payday loans.

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

25 resolution will be on next week's Final
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1 Passage Calendar.

2           Councilman Squilla, would you

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4 like to...

5           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

6 Mr. President.  I do offer two bills --

7 two non-privileged resolutions.  But I

8 need to be excused for personal reasons,

9 but I'd like to be recorded as voting aye

10 on all bills and resolutions, except on

11 Bill 130181.  And Councilwoman Sanchez,

12 Vice Chair of the Streets and Service

13 Committee, will read the report from

14 Streets and Services.

15           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16 Thank you, Councilman.  Leave is granted.

17           Mr. Decker.

18           CHIEF CLERK:  A non-privileged

19 resolution approving the redevelopment

20 contract of the Philadelphia

21 Redevelopment Authority for the

22 redevelopment and urban renewal of a

23 portion of the Auburn Redevelopment Area,

24 identified by house number and street

25 address as 2118 East Monmouth Street.
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1           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

2 resolution will be on next week's Final

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4 Passage Calendar.

5           CHIEF CLERK:  And a

6 non-privileged resolution approving the

7 redevelopment contract of the

8 Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority for

9 the redevelopment and urban renewal of a

10 portion of the New Kensington-Fishtown

11 Urban Renewal Area, identified by house

12 number and street address as 2211 Blair

13 Street.

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

15 resolution will be on next week's Final

16 Passage Calendar.

17           The Chair recognizes Councilman

18 Green.

19           COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you,

20 Mr. President.  I offer one bill

21 co-introduced by Councilmembers O'Neill,

22 Oh, Kenney, Henon, and Squilla providing

23 for tax lien sales.  Thank you.

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25 Thank you, Councilman.
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1           CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

2 amending Chapter 19-1300 of The

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4 Philadelphia Code, entitled "Real Estate

5 Taxes," by authorizing the assignment or

6 transfer to third-parties, real estate

7 tax claims either absolutely or as

8 collateral security, for an amount to be

9 determined by the Department.

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

11 bill will be referred to the appropriate

12 committee.

13           The Chair recognizes Councilman

14 O'Brien.

15           COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  I have no

16 bills or resolutions today,

17 Mr. President.

18           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19 Thank you, Councilman.

20           The Chair recognizes Councilman

21 Goode.

22           COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Thank you,

23 Mr. President.  I offer one bill and one

24 resolution to amend the Charter and I'd

25 like to speak on it.
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1           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

2 Thank you, Councilman.

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4           CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

5 providing for the submission to the

6 qualified electors of the City of

7 Philadelphia of a proposal set forth in a

8 Resolution approved by Council proposing

9 an amendment to The Philadelphia Home

10 Rule Charter confirming Council's power

11 to enact provisions Council considers

12 necessary or appropriate to accomplish

13 the purposes of a Minimum Wage and

14 Benefits Ordinance, including, but not

15 limited to, provisions mandating that

16 minimum wage and benefits requirements be

17 passed along to subcontractors on City

18 contracts and subrecipients of City

19 financial assistance.

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

21 bill will be referred to committee.

22           (Applause.)

23           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

24 proposing an amendment to the

25 Philadelphia Home Rule Charter confirming
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1 Council's powers to enact provisions

2 Council considers necessary or

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4 appropriate to accomplish the purposes of

5 a Minimum Wage and Benefits Ordinance.

6           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

7 resolution will also be referred to

8 committee.

9           The Chair recognizes Councilman

10 Goode.

11           COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Thank you,

12 Mr. President.  On March 12th, Brian

13 Abernathy, then Chief of Staff to the

14 Managing Director, testified before the

15 Living Wage and Benefits Review

16 Committee.  He stated that while

17 Council's ordinance indicates that these

18 provisions should apply to subcontractors

19 and sublessees, the Administration does

20 not believe it is bound by those

21 provisions and, therefore, has not

22 extended the provisions past prime

23 contractor and lessees.  He concluded his

24 testimony by saying, "Finally, know that

25 even if provisions were somehow legally
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1 extended, the Administration would likely

2 issue a blanket waiver for all covered

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4 companies."  And last month, the City

5 Solicitor issued a formal legal opinion

6 explaining the Administration's position.

7 Our legal counsel, past and present,

8 believe that the City Solicitor's opinion

9 is invalid.

10           But last week, a representative

11 from the Law Department defended language

12 in the Airport Lease Extension even

13 though it conflicts with Council's

14 ordinance and stated that to change their

15 position, we have to change the Charter.

16 Today 15 members of Council sponsored

17 legislation to clarify our authority.

18           Thank you, Mr. President.

19           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20 Thank you, Councilman.

21           The Chair recognizes --

22           (Applause.)

23           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

24 Chair recognizes Councilwoman Brown.

25           COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,
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1 Mr. President.  I offer one resolution

2 this morning.

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5 Thank you, Councilwoman.

6           COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:

7 Mr. President, the record should reflect

8 that Councilwoman Jannie Blackwell, Chair

9 of the Education Committee, is the

10 co-sponsor.

11           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12 Thank you.  The record shall reflect

13 that.

14           COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  And

15 Councilman Kenney.

16           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

17 that record will --

18           COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  And

19 Councilwoman Sanchez.

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

21 the record will reflect that also.  Thank

22 you.

23           CHIEF CLERK:  A privileged

24 resolution authorizing the City Council

25 Committee on Education to hold public
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1 hearings to investigate strategies and

2 offer recommendations for the adaptive

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4 reuse of school buildings that will

5 become shuttered as a result of recent

6 school closures, mergers and relocations

7 and urging the Administration to include

8 Councilmembers in all efforts to work

9 with the School District of Philadelphia,

10 City agencies, communities, and

11 developers in repurposing those

12 buildings.

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

14 resolution will be on today's Final

15 Passage Calendar.

16           The Chair recognizes Councilman

17 Jones.

18           COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

19 Mr. President.  Three resolutions, one on

20 your behalf and co-endorsed by all

21 members of Council.

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23 Thank you, sir.

24           CHIEF CLERK:  A non-privileged

25 resolution authorizing the creation of a
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1 "Special Investigating Committee on

2 Demolition Practices in the City of

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4 Philadelphia" to investigate safety

5 problems and identify solutions related

6 to the oversight of demolition projects

7 in the City and, in furtherance of such

8 investigation, authorizing the issuance

9 of subpoenas to compel the attendance of

10 witnesses and the production of

11 documents.

12           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13 Thank you.  Hold on one second,

14 Mr. Decker, please.

15           Thank you.  Councilman, we

16 would like to -- assuming we all would

17 like to vote on that today, I'm going to

18 ask that you ask for a motion to suspend

19 the rules to allow a vote on that

20 resolution today.

21           COUNCILMAN JONES:  I'd like to

22 offer a motion to suspend the rules so

23 that we can consider that motion today.

24           (Duly seconded.)

25           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's
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1 been moved and properly seconded.

2           All those in favor?

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4           (Aye.)

5           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

6 Those opposed?

7           (No response.)

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

9 ayes have it, and that resolution will be

10 on today's Final Passage Calendar.  Thank

11 you.

12           CHIEF CLERK:  And a

13 non-privileged resolution approving the

14 redevelopment contract and disposition

15 supplement of the Philadelphia

16 Redevelopment Authority for the

17 redevelopment and urban renewal of a

18 portion of the 54th and Columbia Avenue

19 Urban Renewal Area, identified by house

20 number and street address as 1717 through

21 25 North Fifty-Fourth Street.

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

23 resolution will be on next week's Final

24 Passage Calendar.

25           CHIEF CLERK:  And a
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1 non-privileged resolution approving the

2 redevelopment contract of the

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4 Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority for

5 the redevelopment and urban renewal of a

6 portion of the West Philadelphia

7 Redevelopment Area, identified by house

8 number and street address as 1410 North

9 Fifty-Sixth Street.

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

11 resolution will also be on next week's

12 Final Passage Calendar.

13           The Chair recognizes Councilman

14 O'Neill.

15           COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Thank you,

16 Mr. President.  I have no bills or

17 resolutions.

18           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19 Thank you, Councilman.

20           The Chair recognizes

21 Councilwoman Bass.

22           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

23 Mr. President.  I offer one bill.

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25 Thank you, Councilwoman.
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1           CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

2 authorizing the revision of lines and

3   6/13/13 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

4 grades on a portion of City Plan No. 215

5 by striking from the City Plan Greene

6 Street from Allens Lane to St. Georges

7 Road.

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

9 bill will be referred to the appropriate

10 committee.

11           The Chair recognizes Councilman

12 Oh.

13           COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you,

14 Mr. President.  I offer no bills or

15 resolutions.

16           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17 Thank you, Councilman.

18           The Chair recognizes

19 Councilwoman Sanchez.

20           COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

21 you, Mr. President.  My apologies.  I

22 have one non-privileged resolution on

23 behalf of the Administration.

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25 Thank you, Councilwoman.
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1           CHIEF CLERK:  A non-privileged

2 resolution authorizing the redevelopment

3       6/13/13 - STATED - REPORTS

4 contract of the Philadelphia

5 Redevelopment Authority for the

6 redevelopment and urban renewal of a

7 portion of the American Street Industrial

8 Corridor Urban Renewal Area, identified

9 by house number and street address as

10 1736 through 54 North American Street.

11           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

12 resolution will be placed on next week's

13 Final Passage Calendar.

14           Thank you very much.  The next

15 order of business is reports from

16 committees.

17           The Chair recognizes Councilman

18 Green for a report from the Committee on

19 Finance.

20           COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you,

21 Mr. President.  The Committee on Finance

22 reports eight bills with a favorable

23 recommendation.

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25 Thank you, Councilman.



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

53

1           Mr. Decker, please read the

2 report.

3       6/13/13 - STATED - REPORTS

4           CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on

5 Finance, to which was referred Bill No.

6 120107, entitled "An ordinance amending

7 Title 21 of The Philadelphia Code,

8 entitled 'Miscellaneous,' by providing

9 for the preparation of Fiscal Impact

10 Statements regarding pending legislation

11 and directing the Finance Director and

12 City Controller to provide such

13 statements upon request"; and

14           Bill No. 120142, entitled "An

15 ordinance amending Title 21 of The

16 Philadelphia Code, entitled

17 'Miscellaneous,' by requiring the

18 implementation of an electronic option

19 for conducting and processing all

20 City-related interactions or transactions

21 and to report on the work processes for

22 all such interactions or transactions";

23 and

24           Bill No. 130445, entitled "An

25 ordinance amending Chapter 19-3801 of The
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1 Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Finance,

2 Taxes and Collections,' and such other

3       6/13/13 - STATED - REPORTS

4 provisions as may be appropriate, to

5 reduce the net profits tax burden on

6 certain existing and new businesses, for

7 the purpose of generating growth in

8 existing businesses, the birth of new

9 businesses, and the creation of jobs";

10 and

11           Bill No. 130451, entitled "An

12 ordinance amending Section 19-1806 of The

13 Philadelphia Code, entitled

14 'Authorization of Realty Use and

15 Occupancy Tax,' including by providing

16 for special tax provisions for

17 manufacturers"; and

18           Bill No. 130456, entitled "An

19 ordinance authorizing the Director of

20 Housing, on behalf of the City, to file

21 applications with the United States

22 Department of Housing and Urban

23 Redevelopment for a Community Development

24 Block Grant"; and

25           Bill No. 130458, entitled "An
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1 ordinance amending Chapter 19-3200 of

2 Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Keystone

3       6/13/13 - STATED - REPORTS

4 Opportunity Zone, Economic Development

5 District, and Strategic Development

6 Area,' by providing for additional zones

7 or subzones"; and

8           Bill No. 130485, entitled "An

9 ordinance authorizing the Bond Committee

10 to sell bonds at public or private

11 negotiated sale, to provide funds toward

12 various capital municipal purposes;

13 providing for appropriations to the

14 Sinking Fund Commission for the payment

15 of such bonds; authorizing agreements to

16 provide credit or payment or liquidity

17 sources for the bonds in connection with

18 issuance of the bonds, and certain other

19 actions"; and

20           Bill No. 130487, entitled "An

21 ordinance amending Chapter 19-2600 of The

22 Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Business

23 Income and Receipts Tax,' by revising the

24 alternative receipts tax computation,"

25 respectfully reports it has considered
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1 the same and returns the attached bills

2 to Council with a favorable

3       6/13/13 - STATED - REPORTS

4 recommendation.

5           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

6 Thank you.

7           The Chair again recognizes

8 Councilman Green.

9           COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you,

10 Mr. President.  I move that the rules of

11 Council be suspended so as to permit

12 first reading this day of the eight bills

13 that were just read into the record.

14           (Duly seconded.)

15           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It

16 has been moved and properly seconded that

17 the rules of Council be suspended so as

18 to permit first reading this day of Bills

19 No. 120107, 120142, 130445, 130451,

20 130456, 130458, 130485, and 130487.

21           All those in favor please say

22 aye.

23           (Aye.)

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25 Those opposed?
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1           (No response.)

2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

3       6/13/13 - STATED - REPORTS

4 ayes have it, and those bills will be

5 placed on our First Reading Calendar for

6 today.

7           The Chair now recognizes

8 Councilman Greenlee for a report from the

9 Committee of Law and Government.

10           COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

11 you, Mr. President.  The Committee on Law

12 and Government reports two bills with a

13 favorable recommendation.

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15 Thank you, Councilman.

16           CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on

17 Law and Government, to which was referred

18 Bill No. 130251, entitled "An ordinance

19 amending Chapter 13-100 of The

20 Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Water

21 Rates,' and amending Chapter 13-200 of

22 The Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Sewer

23 Rates,' by providing for an independent

24 rate-making body and processes and

25 procedures for fixing and regulating
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1 rates and charges"; and

2           Bill No. 130324, entitled "An

3       6/13/13 - STATED - REPORTS

4 ordinance amending Chapter 2-200 of The

5 Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Recording of

6 Deeds,' and Chapter 10-1000 of The

7 Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Fees,' by

8 adding duties for the certification of

9 deeds, providing for tangled title

10 assistance, providing for certain fees

11 and making certain technical changes,"

12 respectfully reports it has considered

13 and amended the same and returns the

14 attached bills to Council with a

15 favorable recommendation.

16           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17 Thank you.

18           The Chair again recognizes

19 Councilman Greenlee.

20           COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

21 you, Mr. President.  I move that the

22 rules of Council be suspended so as to

23 permit first reading this day of Bill

24 Nos. 130251 and 130324.

25           (Duly seconded.)
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1           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

2 Thank you.  It has been moved and

3       6/13/13 - STATED - REPORTS

4 properly seconded that the rules of

5 Council be suspended so as to allow first

6 reading this day of Bills No. 130251 and

7 130324.

8           All those in favor say aye.

9           (Aye.)

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11 Those opposed?

12           (No response.)

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

14 ayes have it, and those bills will be

15 placed on the First Reading Calendar

16 today.

17           The Chair now recognizes

18 Councilman Squilla, who is not here, so

19 we will recognize Councilwoman Sanchez

20 for a report from the Committee on

21 Streets and Services.

22           COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

23 you, Mr. President.  The Committee on

24 Streets and Services reports 20 bills

25 with a favorable recommendation.
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1           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

2 Thank you.

3       6/13/13 - STATED - REPORTS

4           Mr. Decker, please read the

5 report.

6           CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on

7 Streets and Services, to which was

8 referred Bill No. 120614, entitled "An

9 ordinance amending Section 9-205 of The

10 Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Sidewalk

11 Sales,' by permitting sidewalk sales on a

12 portion of Frankford Avenue"; and

13           Bill No. 120901, entitled "An

14 ordinance authorizing Ricardo Mejias to

15 construct, own and maintain various

16 rights-of-way encroachments at 4004 North

17 5th Street"; and

18           Bill No. 130016, entitled "An

19 ordinance amending Section 10-722 of The

20 Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Use of

21 Dumpsters,' by revising certain

22 requirements for dumpsters"; and

23           Bill No. 130154, entitled "An

24 ordinance authorizing Bharat Patel, owner

25 and operator of the newsstand located on



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

61

1 the southwest corner of Broad and

2 Chestnut Streets, to construct, use and

3       6/13/13 - STATED - REPORTS

4 maintain conduits in and under the

5 southwest corner of Broad and Chestnut

6 Streets"; and

7           Bill No. 130158, entitled "An

8 ordinance regulating the direction of

9 movement of traffic on 7th Street between

10 Lehigh Avenue and Somerset Street"; and

11           Bill No. 130160, entitled "An

12 ordinance establishing a no parking

13 regulation on the 2700 block of North 7th

14 Street between Lehigh Avenue and Somerset

15 Street"; and

16           Bill No. 130299, entitled "An

17 ordinance authorizing Nirlesh Desai,

18 owner and operator of the newsstand

19 located on the northeast corner of 17th

20 and Chestnut Streets, to construct, use

21 and maintain conduits in and under the

22 northeast corner of 17th and Chestnut

23 Streets"; and

24           Bill No. 130356, entitled "An

25 ordinance authorizing Sabrina's Cafe to
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1 construct, own and maintain an open-air

2 sidewalk cafe at 908 through 12 Christian

3       6/13/13 - STATED - REPORTS

4 Street"; and

5           Bill No. 130357, entitled "An

6 ordinance authorizing Jerry's Bar to

7 construct, own and maintain an open-air

8 sidewalk cafe at 129 West Laurel Street";

9 and

10           Bill No. 130382, entitled "An

11 ordinance authorizing Girard Leopard

12 Cafe, doing business as Bubba's Texas

13 BBQ, to construct, own and maintain an

14 open-air sidewalk cafe at 19 through 21

15 West Girard Avenue"; and

16           Bill No. 130388, entitled "An

17 ordinance amending Section 9-204 of The

18 Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Sidewalk

19 Vendors in Center City,' by eliminating a

20 previously designated vendor location on

21 the East side of 5th Street, from Ludlow

22 Street to Chestnut Street; and by adding

23 to the list of locations that shall not

24 be designated for vending 5th Street,

25 from Ranstead Street to Chestnut Street";
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1 and

2           Bill No. 130413, entitled "An

3       6/13/13 - STATED - REPORTS

4 ordinance authorizing the revision of

5 lines and grades on a portion of City

6 Plan No. 119 by relocating the easterly

7 curbline of Hutchinson Street, from

8 Girard Avenue to Thompson Street"; and

9           Bill No. 130414, entitled "An

10 ordinance regulating the direction of

11 movement of traffic on Hutchinson Street

12 between Thompson Street and Girard

13 Avenue"; and

14           Bill No. 130420, entitled "An

15 ordinance authorizing J.B. Sweets &

16 Treats doing business as Sweets & Treats

17 to construct, own and maintain an

18 open-air sidewalk cafe at 3138 Richmond

19 Street"; and

20           Bill No. 130421, entitled "An

21 ordinance authorizing RRD Management to

22 construct, own and maintain various

23 right-of-way encroachments at 1300

24 Lombard Street"; and

25           Bill No. 130449, entitled "An
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1 ordinance authorizing Atul Amin, owner

2 and operator of the newsstand located on

3       6/13/13 - STATED - REPORTS

4 the southeast corner of 17th and JFK

5 Boulevard, to construct, use and maintain

6 conduits in, under and across the

7 southeast corner of 17th and JFK

8 Boulevard"; and

9           Bill No. 130461, entitled "An

10 ordinance authorizing Mekong River

11 Restaurant to construct, own and maintain

12 an open air sidewalk cafe at 1120 South

13 Front Street"; and

14           Bill No. 130462, entitled "An

15 ordinance amending Section 9-213 of The

16 Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Farmers'

17 Markets,' by amending the permissible

18 locations"; and

19           Bill No. 130463, entitled "An

20 ordinance authorizing Fond Bistro doing

21 business as Fond Restaurant to construct,

22 own and maintain an open air sidewalk

23 cafe at 1537 South 11th Street"; and

24           Bill No. 130464, entitled "An

25 ordinance establishing a parking
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1 regulation on Greene Street, west side,

2 Windrim Avenue to Roberts Avenue,"

3       6/13/13 - STATED - REPORTS

4 respectfully reports it has considered

5 the same and returns the attached bills

6 to Council with a favorable

7 recommendation.

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9 Thank you.

10           The Chair again recognizes

11 Councilwoman Sanchez.

12           COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

13 you, Mr. President.  I move that the

14 rules of Council be suspended as to

15 permit first reading this day of the 20

16 bills that were just read into the

17 record.

18           (Duly seconded.)

19           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20 Thank you.  It has been moved and

21 properly seconded that the rules of

22 Council be suspended so as to allow first

23 reading this day of the 20 bills just

24 reported from committee.

25           All those in favor say aye.
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1           (Aye.)

2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3       6/13/13 - STATED - REPORTS

4 Those opposed?

5           (No response.)

6           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

7 ayes have it, and the bills will be on

8 the First Reading Calendar for today.

9           The Chair now recognizes

10 Councilwoman Sanchez for a report from

11 the Committee on License and Inspection.

12           COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

13 you, Mr. President.  The Committee of

14 Licenses and Inspection reports one bill

15 with a favorable recommendation.

16           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17 Thank you, Councilwoman.

18           Mr. Decker, please read the

19 report.

20           CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on

21 Licenses and Inspections, to which was

22 referred Bill No. 130418, entitled "An

23 ordinance amending Title 4 of The

24 Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Subcode PM

25 (The Philadelphia Property Maintenance
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1 Code),' by providing requirements

2 relating to the exterior maintenance of

3       6/13/13 - STATED - REPORTS

4 mixed-use buildings, revising

5 definitions, and making technical

6 changes," respectfully reports it has

7 considered the same and returns the

8 attached bill to Council with a favorable

9 recommendation.

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11 Thank you.

12           The Chair recognizes

13 Councilwoman Sanchez.

14           COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

15 you, Mr. President.  I move that the

16 rules of Council be suspended as to

17 permit first reading this day of Bill No.

18 130418.

19           (Duly seconded.)

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It

21 has been moved and properly seconded that

22 the rules of Council be suspended so as

23 to allow first reading this day of Bill

24 No. 130418.

25           All those in favor say aye.
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1           (Aye.)

2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3       6/13/13 - STATED - REPORTS

4 Those opposed?

5           (No response.)

6           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

7 ayes have it, and that bill will be on

8 the First Reading Calendar today.

9           The Chair now recognizes

10 Councilwoman Sanchez again for a report

11 from the Committee of Public Health and

12 Human Services.

13           COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

14 you, Mr. President.  On behalf of the

15 Committee on Public Health and Human

16 Services, we report one bill out with a

17 favorable recommendation.

18           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19 Thank you.

20           Mr. Decker, please read the

21 report.

22           CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on

23 Public Health and Human Services, to

24 which was referred Bill No. 130415,

25 entitled "An ordinance amending Section
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1 10-602 of The Philadelphia Code, known as

2 the 'Clean Indoor Air Worker Protection

3       6/13/13 - STATED - REPORTS

4 Law,' by providing a limited period of

5 time during which certain Drinking

6 Establishments may apply for and obtain a

7 waiver of the provisions of the Section

8 prohibiting smoking in certain places,"

9 respectfully reports it has considered

10 the same and returns the attached bill to

11 Council with a favorable recommendation.

12           COUNCILMAN JONES:  The Chair

13 recognizes Councilwoman Sanchez.

14           COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

15 you, Mr. Chair.  I move that the rules of

16 Council be suspended as to permit first

17 reading this day of Bill No. 130415.

18           (Duly seconded.)

19           COUNCILMAN JONES:  It has been

20 moved and properly seconded that the

21 rules of Council be suspended -- I

22 haven't been up here in a while.

23           It has been moved and properly

24 seconded that the rules of Council be

25 suspended so as to permit reading this
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1 day of Bill No. 130415.

2           All those in favor will say

3     6/13/13 - STATED - 1ST READING

4 aye.

5           (Aye.)

6           COUNCILMAN JONES:  All those

7 opposed?

8           (No response.)

9           COUNCILMAN JONES:  The ayes

10 have it.  That bill will be placed on our

11 First Reading Calendar for today.

12           The next order of business is

13 the consideration of the Calendar.  I

14 note that the bills reported from

15 committee with a suspension of the rules

16 have been deemed to have been read in its

17 first reading.  These bills will be

18 placed on the Second Reading and Final

19 Passage Calendar for the next session of

20 Council.

21           The Chief Clerk will please

22 read any other bills on the First Reading

23 Calendar.

24           CHIEF CLERK:  Bill No. 130143,

25 entitled "An ordinance continuing the
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1 Aramingo Avenue Shopping District, a

2 neighborhood improvement district, and

3     6/13/13 - STATED - 1ST READING

4 amending the District's boundaries in an

5 area generally including the east and

6 west sides of Aramingo Avenue from 2700

7 Aramingo Avenue to 3995 Aramingo Avenue

8 and certain blocks of streets that

9 intersect that portion of Aramingo Avenue

10 and for which Impact Community

11 Development Corporation, a Pennsylvania

12 non-profit corporation, is the

13 Neighborhood Improvement District

14 Management Association for the District."

15           COUNCILMAN JONES:  The Chair

16 agrees.  This bill will be placed on the

17 Second Reading and Final Passage Calendar

18 for our next session of Council.

19           At this time, the Chair

20 recognizes Councilman Green regarding a

21 motion concerning Bill No. 120142.

22           COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you,

23 Mr. Chair.  I move that the rules of

24 Council be suspended so as to permit an

25 amendment to be offered to Bill No.
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1 120142 at this time.

2           COUNCILMAN JONES:  Is there a

3     6/13/13 - STATED - 1ST READING

4 second?

5           (Duly seconded.)

6           COUNCILMAN JONES:  It has been

7 moved and properly seconded.

8           All those in favor signify by

9 saying aye.

10           (Aye.)

11           COUNCILMAN JONES:  All those

12 opposed?

13           (No response.)

14           COUNCILMAN JONES:  The ayes

15 have it.

16           The Chair recognizes Councilman

17 Green.

18           COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you,

19 Mr. Chair.  I would like to offer an

20 amendment to Bill No. 120142.  A copy of

21 the amendment has been circulated to all

22 members of Council.  I move for the

23 adoption of the amendment.

24           COUNCILMAN JONES:  Will the

25 Clerk please read the title of the bill.
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1           CHIEF CLERK:  Bill No. 120142,

2 entitled "An ordinance amending Title 21

3     6/13/13 - STATED - 1ST READING

4 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

5 'Miscellaneous,' by requiring the

6 implementation of an electronic option

7 for conducting and processing all

8 City-related interactions or transactions

9 and to report on the work processes for

10 all such interactions or transactions."

11           COUNCILMAN JONES:  Is there a

12 second?

13           (Duly seconded.)

14           COUNCILMAN JONES:  All those in

15 favor?

16           (Aye.)

17           COUNCILMAN JONES:  All those

18 opposed?

19           (No response.)

20           COUNCILMAN JONES:  The ayes

21 have it.  Bill No. 120142 has been

22 amended.  Bill No. 120142 will be placed

23 on our Final Passage Calendar for next

24 week.

25           At this time, the Chair
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1 recognizes Councilwoman Blackwell

2 regarding a motion concerning Bill No.

3     6/13/13 - STATED - 1ST READING

4 130458.

5           COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

6 you very much.  I move that the rules of

7 Council be suspended so as to permit an

8 amendment to be offered to Bill No.

9 130458.  It has been circulated.

10           (Duly seconded.)

11           COUNCILMAN JONES:  Having been

12 moved and properly seconded, all those in

13 favor?

14           (Aye.)

15           COUNCILMAN JONES:  All those

16 opposed?

17           (No response.)

18           COUNCILMAN JONES:  The Chair

19 recognizes Councilwoman Blackwell.

20           COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

21 you very much.  I'd like to offer an

22 amendment to Bill No. 130458.  Again,

23 this has been circulated to all members

24 of Council, and I move for the adoption

25 of the amendment.
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1           (Duly seconded.)

2           COUNCILMAN JONES:  It has been

3 6/13/13-STATED-RESOLUTIONS ON CONSENT AGENDA

4    moved and properly seconded.

5              All those in favor signify by

6    saying aye.

7              (Aye.)

8              COUNCILMAN JONES:  All those

9    opposed?

10              (No response.)

11              COUNCILMAN JONES:  The ayes

12    have it.  Bill No. 130458 will be

13    amended.  Bill No. 130458 will be placed

14    on the Final Passage Calendar for next

15    week.

16              The Chair now recognizes

17    Councilman Greenlee.

18              COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:

19    Councilwoman Reynolds Brown.

20              COUNCILMAN JONES:  The Chair

21    now recognizes Councilwoman Blondell

22    Reynolds Brown.

23              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,

24    Majority Leader.  I move that the rules

25    of Council be suspended so as to permit
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1    the use of a Consent Agenda to consider

2    the following resolutions on Final

3 6/13/13-STATED-RESOLUTIONS ON CONSENT AGENDA

4    Passage Calendar.

5              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Is there a

6    second?

7              (Duly seconded.)

8              COUNCILMAN JONES:  You have to

9    read the resolution numbers, please.

10              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Yes.  I

11    move that the rules of Council be

12    suspended to permit the use of a Consent

13    Agenda on the following resolutions:

14    Nos. 130492, 130493, 130494, 130495,

15    130496, 130498, 130499, 130500, 130502,

16    and 130503.

17              (Duly seconded.)

18              COUNCILMAN JONES:  It has been

19    moved and seconded that the rules of

20    Council be suspended to permit the use of

21    a Consent Agenda to consider the

22    resolutions just read by Councilwoman

23    Brown.

24              All those in favor will

25    indicate by saying aye.  Those opposed
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1    will say nay.

2              All those in favor?

3    6/13/13-STATED-BILLS ON CONSENT AGENDA

4              (Aye.)

5              COUNCILMAN JONES:  All those

6    opposed?

7              (No response.)

8              COUNCILMAN JONES:  The ayes

9    have it.  The motion carries, and we will

10    consider the resolutions on the Consent

11    Agenda shortly.

12              The Chair now recognizes

13    Councilwoman Brown again.

14              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,

15    Majority Leader.  I move that the rules

16    of Council be suspended so to permit the

17    use of a Consent Agenda to consider the

18    following bills on the Second Reading and

19    Final Passage Calendar.  Those are

20    130274, 130330, 130347, 130349, 130350,

21    130352, 130378, 130009, 130123, 130410,

22    130416, 130450, 130453, 130454, 130460,

23    130015, and 130452.

24              (Duly seconded.)

25              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Is there a
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1    second?

2              (Duly seconded.)

3    6/13/13-STATED-BILLS ON CONSENT AGENDA

4              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Mr. Chair?

5              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Yes.

6              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  I believe --

7    excuse me.  I believe included in that

8    list were bills that the President was

9    going to hold, 130178 and 130179.

10              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Were those

11    bills read into the record?

12              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Majority

13    Leader, my notes do not reflect those

14    bills as stipulated by Councilman Green.

15    130178 and 130179 were not a part of

16    Second Reading and Final Passage.

17              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Okay.

18              COUNCILMAN JONES:  All right.

19    So is there a second?

20              (Duly seconded.)

21              COUNCILMAN JONES:  It has been

22    moved and seconded that the rules of

23    Council be suspended to permit the use of

24    a Consent Agenda to consider the bills

25    just read by Councilwoman Brown.
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1              All those in favor will

2    indicate by saying aye.

3    6/13/13 - STATED - BILLS ON 2ND READING

4              (Aye.)

5              COUNCILMAN JONES:  All those

6    opposed?

7              (No response.)

8              COUNCILMAN JONES:  The ayes

9    have it.  The motion carries, and we will

10    consider the Consent Agenda shortly.

11              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12    Thank you, Majority Leader.

13              At this time, I would like to

14    recognize the Majority Leader, Councilman

15    Jones, for the purpose of calling up

16    bills and resolutions on the regular

17    Second Reading and Final Passage

18    Calendar.

19              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you

20    for coming back, Mr. President.

21              In addition to bills being

22    considered on the Consent Agenda, the

23    following resolutions and bills are being

24    called up for Second Reading and Final

25    Passage Calendar today:  Nos. 130501,
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1    120340-AAA, 130443-A, 130446-A, 130225-A,

2    130308-A, 130181, 130417, 130444, 130307,

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    130457, and 130455.  All other bills and

5    resolutions are being held.

6              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7    Thank you very much.

8              Before considering these

9    resolutions and bills on the Final

10    Passage Calendar, we will have our public

11    comment.  The public comment will go as

12    follows:

13              If you are interested in

14    speaking on a bill or a resolution on the

15    Final Passage Calendar today, we'd ask --

16    you have an additional?

17              COUNCILMAN JONES:

18    Mr. President, Bill No. 130501 is being

19    withdrawn.  Bills No. 120340-AAA, 130417,

20    and 130455 are being amended.

21              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22    Thank you.  Let the record reflect that.

23    Thank you, Councilman.

24              Again, we will consider our

25    public comment.  Before passing bills and
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1    resolutions on the Final Passage

2    Calendar, public comment will go as

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    follows:

5              If you are interested in

6    speaking on a bill or resolution on the

7    Final Passage Calendar today, you must

8    sign up to the table to my left.  The

9    timeframe for your comments will be three

10    minutes.

11              You will go to the podium in

12    the middle of the Council Chambers.

13    There's a device on that podium.  When

14    the light turns green, it is your time to

15    speak.  When the light turns yellow, that

16    means that you have 30 seconds remaining,

17    and when the light turns red, we ask that

18    you please adhere to the guidelines and

19    conclude your remarks.  I want to thank

20    you very much for your cooperation.

21              Mr. Decker, will you please

22    read the name of the first individual who

23    is interested in public comment today.

24              CHIEF CLERK:  Terrilyn

25    McCormick, commenting on --
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1              (Applause.)

2              CHIEF CLERK:  -- 130161.

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4              (Witness approached podium.)

5              MS. McCORMICK:  So should I

6    comment on this?  I guess I'm a little...

7              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8    Pardon me?

9              MS. McCORMICK:  Should I go

10    ahead and give my statement even though

11    you pulled that?  Is this bill or --

12              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

13    on -- I'm sorry.

14              MS. McCORMICK:  I just wasn't

15    sure whether this bill was being --

16              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17    Whether or not it's on Final Passage

18    today?  I believe it is.

19              MS. McCORMICK:  So I'll go

20    ahead and give my testimony.

21              Greetings, Councilmembers.  I'm

22    here today as a small business owner of a

23    consulting practice based in

24    Philadelphia, and I'm here to urge your

25    support for Sanchez's U&O bill.
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1              (Applause.)

2              MS. McCORMICK:  For the last 15

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    years, I've advised Fortune 100

5    corporations on their corporate real

6    estate strategy.  And what that means in

7    layman's terms is, I help them decide

8    where they are going to put their

9    offices, what markets they will be in.

10              For each company, their

11    decisions around -- their objectives vary

12    on their strategy, and there are many

13    ways that they are looking to fulfill

14    their objectives, whether that be finding

15    a low-cost location or one that attracts

16    a world-class workforce.

17              I run models at score locations

18    with a score city like Philadelphia based

19    on quantitative criteria, things such as

20    tax rates, incentives, cost of living.

21              The bill before you would be

22    one of those inputs in the models that I

23    run, and as you can guess, increasing

24    this rate would not help Philadelphia

25    score for my large corporate clients.
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1    However, the reality is, clients that are

2    focused on low-cost locations don't even

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    consider Philadelphia on their short

5    list, really not even on their long list,

6    because of the high tax burden.  But my

7    models also factor in softer metrics such

8    as education levels of the City, access

9    to higher education institutions and,

10    most recently, very in vogue with my

11    clients, the cultural climate of the

12    City.  For companies whose businesses

13    rely on highly educated knowledge workers

14    and where labor is their number one cost,

15    these softer factors trump the financial

16    operating metrics every time.

17              They want to be in cities where

18    their highly paid skilled workers want to

19    live.  Companies like GlaxoSmithKline and

20    Urban Outfitters aren't in Philadelphia

21    because the taxes are low, and they will

22    not leave Philadelphia if you raise the

23    U&O, but they will leave Philadelphia if

24    you and Harrisburg refuse to invest in

25    public education and continually
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1    chronically underfund our schools.

2              (Applause.)

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4              MS. McCORMICK:  They will leave

5    if they are unable to attract employees

6    who don't have the skills they need

7    because the schools are just warehouses.

8    And they will leave if their employees no

9    longer want to live in Philadelphia

10    because they can't send their children to

11    the local public schools.

12              These companies follow their

13    employees, and if the City Council does

14    not approve the one bill completely in

15    your power to raise revenue for our

16    schools, this population of highly

17    educated and skilled workers that have

18    been fueling Philadelphia's revival will

19    leave.

20              I'm also here today as a mother

21    of three sons, a freshman at CAPA, a

22    first grader at Penn Alexander, and a

23    four-year-old we hope will attend there

24    as well.  My husband and I both own small

25    businesses in this city, and we too
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1    choose to live and work in Philadelphia

2    for reasons beyond the bottom line.

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    Believe me, my accountant reminds me

5    every year the cost of our living and

6    running our businesses out of the City.

7              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8    Ma'am, ma'am, three minutes.

9              MS. McCORMICK:  Like so many

10    other parents you've heard from, we live

11    here because we love the City.  We found

12    good public schools.  We value the

13    incredible cultural richness, and we love

14    the community.  And if you fail to

15    approve the one bill completely --

16              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17    Ma'am?

18              MS. McCORMICK:  -- in your

19    control --

20              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21    Ma'am?

22              MS. McCORMICK:  -- you are

23    sending us a signal.

24              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25    Ma'am?
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1              MS. McCORMICK:  You want to let

2    us know --

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5    Hello.  Hello.

6              (Microphone turned off.)

7              (Ms. McCormick still speaking.)

8              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9    Thank you.

10              (Applause.)

11              CHIEF CLERK:  Leslie Cheeseman,

12    commenting on 130446-A.

13              (Witness approached podium.)

14              MS. CHEESEMAN:  Good afternoon.

15    I am Leslie Cheeseman and I'm here in

16    support of Bill 130446 and in support

17    also in general of increasing our funding

18    for public schools.

19              My daughter is a junior at

20    Central High School here in Philadelphia,

21    and next year she will be applying to

22    college, as will most of her class of 600

23    rising seniors.  However, on Monday, all

24    the guidance counselors at Central were

25    fired.
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1              Anyone -- if you remember about

2    applying to college these days, you must

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    have a guidance counselor write a letter

5    of recommendation to apply to college.

6    Counselors are vital in helping students

7    apply to college and finding financial

8    aid, in addition to the many other tasks

9    they perform.  If you cut the counselors

10    at the school, fewer qualified kids will

11    be able to navigate the process of

12    applying to colleges and applying for and

13    receiving financial aid.

14              My daughter is also an athlete.

15    This and her other extracurricular

16    activities were all part of what would

17    give her a chance to be accepted to

18    college.  However, with the current

19    public school budget, there will be no

20    sports, no extracurricular activities for

21    any of the high school kids next year,

22    including the wonderful Chess Team that

23    you just saw here.  That is an

24    extracurricular activity, and although

25    the man who is running it is a volunteer,
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1    most of the extracurricular activities

2    are run by teachers who need to be paid.

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4              On Monday, her language teacher

5    was also fired.  This teacher -- the

6    teacher who was going to teach her

7    calculus class next year was also laid

8    off, along with more than 3,000 other

9    school employees.

10              My daughter is planning to be

11    an engineer.  She is the kind of person

12    you want to have and live in

13    Philadelphia.  She would pay taxes.  The

14    budget cuts you have left her and all the

15    other public school rising seniors, you

16    have left them hanging out to dry.  These

17    kids are trying to realize their American

18    dreams by going to college, becoming

19    successful in the United States.

20              So I obviously have a personal

21    investment here with my daughter, but in

22    general, I find the trend here even more

23    worrisome.  I have lived in Philadelphia

24    for 23 years and I love the City, but

25    what young enthusiastic, talented teacher
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1    is going to stay here if every spring she

2    is fired and has to wait to see if she's

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    going to be rehired?

5              (Applause.)

6              MS. CHEESEMAN:  No talented

7    teacher is going to want to do that when

8    they can move to the suburbs.  What

9    talented professionals are going to want

10    to come here and live if there aren't

11    good public schools?

12              And, finally, what businesses

13    are going to want to move here if the

14    population is not well educated?  My

15    daughter and all the children of this

16    city deserve better.  I urge you to pass

17    the cigarette tax, the liquor by the

18    drink tax, even if the state is not yet

19    willing to pass that we could do that.

20              (Applause.)

21              MS. CHEESEMAN:  Please do your

22    part to stop the harm that is being done

23    to our children, our schools, and

24    ultimately our city.

25              Thank you for your attention.
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1              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

2    Thank you, ma'am.

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4              (Applause.)

5              CHIEF CLERK:  Hugh Williamson,

6    commenting on 130446-A and 130161.

7              (Witness approached podium.)

8              MR. WILLIAMSON:  Good

9    afternoon, members of Council, fellow

10    Philadelphians.  My name is Hugh

11    Williamson.  I am an itinerant

12    instrumental music teacher in the City of

13    Philadelphia in the School District of

14    Philadelphia.

15              (Applause.)

16              MR. WILLIAMSON:  I am one of 66

17    instrumental music teachers whose

18    position was eliminated last week by the

19    School Reform Commission, affecting the

20    20 students I have here from Shawmont

21    Elementary School.

22              (Applause.)

23              MR. WILLIAMSON:  Just 20 out of

24    150 instrumental music students at

25    Shawmont alone and over 10,000 students
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1    across the City of Philadelphia in our

2    public schools who study instrumental

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    music education.

5              My 8th grade students here, I

6    have a number of them, all of them are

7    going to select high schools this coming

8    year, CAPA, Central, SLA, CHAD, Saul.

9    It's no accident that those students are

10    instrumental music students.  Whether

11    they're going to study the arts, the

12    sciences, music, we have had a profound

13    impact on their education.  That's why

14    they were willing to come today to play

15    for you.

16              Recently we received a $30,000

17    grant from the Cole Hamels Foundation to

18    purchase 100 new band instruments, just

19    two weeks ago.  You may have noticed this

20    on the news.  We were all over it.  Who

21    is going to teach those students how to

22    play these instruments?

23              We're all familiar with the

24    names of Kevin Eubanks, Christian

25    McBride, members of The Roots, countless
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1    members of the Philadelphia Orchestra,

2    including Don Liuzzi who directs our

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    All-City Festival every year.  Who knows,

5    the next John Coltrane, Jimmy Heath or

6    Questlove may be standing right behind me

7    right now.

8              It's long been understood that

9    participation in band and orchestra and

10    the study of instrumental music help

11    students to become better academic

12    performers, to increase attendance, and

13    to develop a positive school climate, of

14    which we have a very successful climate

15    at Shawmont, I might add.

16              Recent research in neurology is

17    finding physiological links in the brain

18    directly tying music-making and learning

19    with cognitive and language development.

20    Learning and playing an instrument builds

21    the brain in ways that nothing else can.

22              Our hope is in the members of

23    Council that you will find a way to

24    adequately fund the schools regardless of

25    the politics.  Otherwise, these students
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1    and thousands of students will be

2    silenced.

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4              Thank you very much.

5              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

6    Thank you so much.

7              (Applause.)

8              CHIEF CLERK:  Suzanne Young,

9    commenting on 130417.

10              (Witness approached podium.)

11              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

12    afternoon.

13              MS. YOUNG:  Good afternoon.

14    Thank you for the opportunity to address

15    this Council.  I am Suzanne Young, a

16    supervising attorney at Community Legal

17    Services, which represents City residents

18    throughout the City.  I am speaking about

19    Bill 130417, which sets the millage rate

20    for real estate taxes and further

21    provides deferrals for taxpayers.

22              My main point in being here

23    today in addressing Council is that many

24    Philadelphians would be less in need of

25    deferrals and have the ability to pay the
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1    real estate taxes if their criminal

2    records were expunged, removing a barrier

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    to employment.

5              According to Attorney General

6    Eric Holder's Reentry Council, about one

7    in three Americans have criminal history

8    records.  The percentage in Philadelphia

9    is probably a bit higher than that.

10              According to the Society of

11    Human Resources Manager, which is an

12    organization of human resources

13    individuals, 90 percent of employers do

14    background checking in this current day.

15    The result is that many people with

16    criminal records have a severe employment

17    barrier that limits their income and

18    their ability to consequently pay their

19    bills and their taxes.

20              The employment barrier that is

21    represented by a criminal record was

22    vividly demonstrated just a few short

23    weeks ago when 3,000 people with criminal

24    records showed up at a job fair.  The

25    need overwhelms the opportunities and
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1    positions which exist.

2              Many criminal records can be

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    expunged, most notably arrests which did

5    not result in convictions, summary

6    convictions, which are the lowest and

7    very minor type of criminal record, and

8    maybe more as the General Assembly

9    considers bills to allow some misdemeanor

10    convictions to be expunged in the future.

11              There are literally hundreds of

12    cases which Community Legal Services have

13    been of assistance to individuals to

14    clear up their record, often removing the

15    only arrest that exists on their record.

16              Philadelphia has a history some

17    time ago of overcharging people with

18    arrests with charges, which means that

19    there are many charges which were not

20    prosecuted by the District Attorney's

21    Office, and these need to come off of

22    people's records.  Community Legal

23    Services lacks the sufficient resources.

24    At the end of August, we will lose 25

25    percent of the lawyers in the Employment



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

97

1    Unit that provides assistance to the City

2    residents.

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4              We urge City Council to fund

5    Community Legal Services to handle

6    expungement cases.  We believe that an

7    investment of $100,000 would generate $6

8    million annually in savings and tax

9    revenues.  For a $60 return for $1

10    invested as well will improve the life of

11    Philadelphia residents.

12              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13    Thank you.

14              MS. YOUNG:  Thank you.

15              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16    Thank you, ma'am.

17              (Applause.)

18              CHIEF CLERK:  Susan

19    Clampet-Lundquist, commenting on

20    130446-A.

21              (Witness approached podium.)

22              MS. CLAMPET-LUNDQUIST:  Hello.

23              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24    Hello.

25              MS. CLAMPET-LUNDQUIST:  I'm
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1    Susan Clampet-Lundquist.  I'm here in

2    support of Bill 130446-A.  I've lived in

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    Philadelphia for over 20 years, and my

5    husband and I have loved raising our two

6    daughters here.  They've had a wonderful,

7    enriching experience in public schools

8    for the last ten years, and we've seen so

9    many improvements to the City over this

10    time.  We've seen more and more families

11    make the choice to stay in the City and

12    send their kids to public schools rather

13    than making a mad dash for the suburbs

14    when their kids turn five.  As you know,

15    when more families with middle to high

16    incomes stay in Philadelphia, more

17    revenue flows to the City's coffers.

18              But this is going to change

19    dramatically with the brutal cuts that

20    have been made to the School District's

21    budget.  You are going to hear the sounds

22    of tens of thousands of minivans exiting

23    the City rather than subject their kids

24    to something that cannot even remotely be

25    called a comprehensive education.
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1    There's also going to be families that

2    keep their kids in Philly schools.

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4              By choosing to side with the

5    cigarette and restaurant industries and

6    voting against these revenue streams for

7    the School District, you will relegate

8    them to an incredibly subpar educational

9    experience.  They will be in buildings

10    with a skeleton staff learning literacy

11    and math, with few creative and no

12    athletic outlets.  Why choose to narrow

13    down their lives at such a young stage by

14    not investing in them?  In doing so, we

15    are sending them the message that they

16    are not worth it, they are actually worth

17    less than a packet of cigarettes and a

18    martini.  And what happens to their

19    dreams deferred, to borrow from Langston

20    Hughes?

21              My 7th grader wrote a letter to

22    state legislators about her feelings of

23    betrayal due to the decrease in funding

24    for schools.  She quoted Nelson Mandela,

25    saying "Education is the most powerful
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1    weapon which you can use to change the

2    world."  By not stepping up and making

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    school funding a priority, we are taking

5    away this weapon from our children and

6    leaving them defenseless in a global

7    economy that is becoming more and more

8    competitive.

9              In her letter, she points out

10    how unfair it is that schools just across

11    City Avenue are more well-funded than

12    ours.  Why do we shortchange our kids and

13    treat them as less worthwhile than kids

14    in Lower Merion?

15              I'm worried that people who can

16    exit will exit, and with this exit, we

17    will see a huge blow to the City's

18    revenue stream.  The complaints from

19    businesses about what will happen with an

20    increase in the cigarette tax or the

21    liquor by the drink tax are nothing

22    compared to the sucker punch the loss of

23    thousands of families will have on the

24    City's well-being.  And this loss isn't

25    just a short-term loss.  Eviscerating the
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1    schools of just basic services as

2    counseling, athletics, music, and second

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    languages will hurt the City for decades

5    to come, both in reputation and in

6    earnings.  Philadelphia will be known as

7    the city that refused to invest in its

8    children and the City that has an

9    uneducated workforce.  Certainly we will

10    not be known as a city with a world-class

11    education.

12              Why would any firm like in the

13    hi-tech or biotech industry want to move

14    to a city which lacks a young and vibrant

15    workforce that has been educated in a

16    comprehensive and creative way?

17              Please push back against the

18    far more well-funded cigarette,

19    restaurant, and commercial building

20    industry and side with kids and families.

21    Do the right thing.  Vote for the

22    cigarette and liquor by the drink tax and

23    the use and occupancy taxes.  As my

24    daughter states in her letter, "I do what

25    I'm supposed to do.  I get all A's and I
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1    work hard for them."  I know that you all

2    work hard, and your history of hard work

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    has demonstrated a care for

5    Philadelphia's youth.  Now is the time to

6    step up once again.

7              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8    Thank you, ma'am.

9              (Applause.)

10              CHIEF CLERK:  Clarc King,

11    commenting on 120118.

12              (Witness approached podium.)

13              MR. KING:  Thank you, President

14    of the Council.  Thank you,

15    Councilmembers.

16              The proposal to sell

17    Philadelphia Gas Works is the result of

18    private-sector financing and market

19    forces that will see PGW under the

20    control of international energy cartel.

21    Selling PGW is like the United States

22    selling NASA.  It is the source of

23    America's strength.  PGW is the source of

24    Philadelphia's strength.

25              The government of the people is
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1    to protect the population from cartels,

2    energy, food or financial, as our

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    founding fathers protected us from the

5    British East India Company.  The crisis

6    before us is in not realizing the danger

7    in the present.

8              The American principle that all

9    men are created equal has been completely

10    swept away by the money power.  A giant,

11    ever-expanding congressional enabling act

12    exists in the fed's unlimited bailout

13    system, in the sequester, in the attack

14    on Social Security, Medicare, and

15    Medicaid.  The Dodd-Frank Act, the

16    no-jobs recovery all do away with

17    democratic republican principles.

18              Regarding the financial

19    services provided by Wells Fargo and Bank

20    of New York Mellon in Resolution 130225

21    and Bill 130227, we can only understand

22    the implications by examining the

23    particulars of the 2005 Bankruptcy Act,

24    the agreement between the United States

25    FDIC and the Bank of England and the
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1    Dodd-Frank Act in particular that give

2    primary position to holders of derivative

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    claims, defying all rational thinking,

5    eliminates all fiduciary responsibilities

6    and duties to its customers, and that

7    bankers have unlimited parameters in

8    operation of banking and resolution

9    processes when an insolvency crisis

10    occurs.

11              U.S. cities all across the

12    nation under terms dictated by the

13    private-sector finance subject to IMF

14    conditionalities where police, fire,

15    education professionals, and other

16    workers are purged from the workforce.

17    This is a crime, an economic offensive,

18    not economy formation, not rational

19    policy of funding government.  The

20    degradation of our standard of living is

21    unacceptable.  Political leadership needs

22    to say so.

23              There are investigations of

24    LIBOR rates, of interest rates on credit

25    default swaps.  In a legal axiom, fraud
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1    vitiates everything it touches.

2    Therefore, the City should be

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    investigating the origination of its loan

5    documents.

6              It is the City, man's greatest

7    invention, that organizes a sustainable

8    human habitat, orders the priorities of

9    production facility and support of the

10    population standard of living.  The bank

11    is to facilitate that power.  The

12    creation of the public bank is key to

13    issuing necessary credit that directs

14    labor and brain power and increasing and

15    elevating a new standard of living in

16    Philadelphia.

17              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18    Mr. King, your --

19              MR. KING:  Thank you.

20              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21    Thank you, sir.

22              CHIEF CLERK:  Elliott Seif,

23    commenting on 130446-A and 130161.

24              (Witness approached podium.)

25              MR. SEIF:  Good afternoon.
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1    Thank you for giving me the opportunity

2    to speak to you today.  I'm a longtime

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    educator and currently a volunteer in

5    several Philadelphia schools.  My

6    children went to public schools here in

7    Philadelphia, and my wife and I are big

8    supporters of public education.  Proudly,

9    my daughter was also one of the Central

10    Six that integrated Central High School.

11              Today I'm speaking for the

12    parents, staff, and interested community

13    members of the Parkway Northwest High

14    School for Peace and Social Justice, a

15    very successful public high school

16    located in Northwest Philadelphia.  I am

17    Chair of its Advisory Council.

18              Every year, 65 to 75 percent of

19    our students scored a proficient level on

20    the PSSA tests, and 90 percent or more of

21    our students go on to some form of higher

22    education.  Many of our students receive

23    awards and scholarships.

24              Our programs consist of a

25    strong academic set of courses geared
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1    towards higher education, but our

2    students are also trained in peer

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    mediation, take special courses that

5    examine conflict resolution strategies,

6    ethical behavior issues, worldwide

7    problems and problem-solving strategies.

8    They all do community service and

9    complete a rigorous senior project around

10    a peace and social justice theme.

11              We have many other special

12    programs, including this year having a

13    finalist in the Network for Teaching

14    Entrepreneurship Competition.  If our

15    budget for next year holds, sadly, most

16    of these programs and courses will be

17    lost.  Our budget currently eliminates

18    four out of 14 teachers.  I'll repeat

19    that.  Four out of 14 teachers.  Strips

20    away all our special courses and leaves

21    us with no secretary, no counselor, no

22    librarian, which we didn't have anyway,

23    no -- less nursing care, no

24    extracurricular, and no special programs

25    that require funding, and even all the
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1    loss of our supplies and materials.  Our

2    school will be less safe and, in some

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    ways, impossible to open.  Imagine what

5    would happen if you, City Council, lost

6    your secretaries, aides, supplies, and

7    other essentials.

8              We're not the only school in

9    this predicament.  Science Leadership

10    Academy, Central, other Parkway high

11    schools and so on, all the public schools

12    are in this predicament.  Sheldon Hackney

13    has talked about the danger of South

14    Philadelphia High School going backwards

15    and even the safety issues that these

16    cuts pose.

17              You didn't cause this problem,

18    but you can help solve it.  Here's your

19    choice.  You can support small increases

20    in taxes, including liquor by the drink

21    tax that will add 25 cents to the cost of

22    a bottle of beer, to assure that students

23    have a decent educational experience next

24    year or you can turn down or never vote

25    on these or allow these cuts to happen.
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1    Your choice.  Small tax increases, decent

2    education.  Small tax increases, decent

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    education.  Which will it be?

5              Doing this will then allow us

6    to go to the state and get the 1 percent

7    more funding that we need from them.

8    Also something that ought to be easy when

9    you're talking about 1 percent --

10              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11    Thank you, sir.

12              MR. SEIF:  -- to allow to make

13    this happen.

14              Thank you very much.

15              (Applause.)

16              CHIEF CLERK:  Janis Chakars,

17    commenting on 130161 and 130446-A.

18              (Witness approached podium.)

19              MR. CHAKARS:  Janis actually.

20    Janis Chakars.

21              We know about the problems in

22    our schools, problems that stem from

23    government's inability to find stable and

24    reliable funding.  Today I'd like to

25    speak about some of our successes and why
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1    parents should continue to send their

2    kids to Philadelphia public schools and

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    why the state and city government should

5    support them by all means necessary,

6    including the use and occupancy tax,

7    liquor by the drink, and cigarette taxes.

8              I came to Philadelphia three

9    years ago and I moved to Roxborough

10    because of the elementary school

11    Cook-Wissahickon, and I have not been

12    disappointed.  I'm proud my kids have

13    excelled at the school and that the

14    school continues to meet academic yearly

15    progress.  I'm proud that we have a

16    principal who is innovative in terms of

17    pedagogy and administration and makes the

18    school work despite the weak and

19    unpredictable resources at her disposal.

20              I'm proud of the teachers who

21    work selflessly under the same

22    conditions.  I'm proud of the staff that

23    create a safe environment for our kids.

24    I'm proud that the school has found an

25    outside partner for our needed
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1    after-school program, that our parents

2    have worked to put together needed

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    tutoring program.

5              I'm proud that our school

6    banded together to raise money for the

7    art program, and I'm proud that we've won

8    grants for environmental initiatives.

9    I'm proud that students, parents, and

10    teachers and staff have fought to save

11    and improve the school this spring, all

12    year, every year.

13              The school is a success despite

14    the fact that the government does not

15    give it due support and despite the fact

16    that the majority of our students are on

17    free and reduced lunch.  The school takes

18    care of its community.  It is the

19    principal reason that people want to live

20    in the neighborhood and that the

21    neighborhood is a vibrant place to raise

22    a family.

23              However, these achievements are

24    despite, rather than because of, the

25    efforts of our city and state government.
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1    City Council as a body cannot take credit

2    for the success.  The doomsday budget is

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    here, and you have not gotten us one

5    penny of relief so far.  A week before

6    you go on summer break, we are not one

7    inch closer to averting the scenario in

8    which all of the achievements at

9    Cook-Wissahickon could be undone.

10              You make people question your

11    integrity when a few liquor lobbyists

12    come to these Chambers to testify and you

13    support them over the dozens of parents

14    that have testified here representing

15    thousands --

16              (Applause.)

17              MR. CHAKARS:  -- thousands of

18    citizens across the City.

19              I urge you to pass the liquor

20    by the drink tax, the use and occupancy

21    tax, the cigarette tax, and join in the

22    success of our schools rather than impede

23    it.

24              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25    Thank you, sir.
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1              (Applause.)

2              CHIEF CLERK:  Helen Gym,

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    commenting on 130161.

5              (Witness approached podium.)

6              MS. GYM:  Hi.  My name is Helen

7    Gym.  I'm here from Parents United for

8    Public Education, and we have a number of

9    parents who are going to speak.  And

10    we're here in support clearly of the use

11    and occupancy bill, the cigarette tax,

12    and the liquor by the drink tax.

13              This body was never supposed to

14    be Harrisburg.  You weren't supposed to

15    be the ones who let our schools, our

16    children, our teachers, our programs, our

17    counselors and women, who comprise a

18    majority of those 3,783 layoffs in this

19    city, you weren't supposed to be the ones

20    to let them down when we needed you the

21    most.  You weren't supposed to be the

22    ones to honor the Masterman Chess Team in

23    this Chamber and then avert your eyes as

24    their program got cut from that school

25    because we couldn't find the money for
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1    it.

2              You weren't supposed to be the

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    ones to punt to Harrisburg for unpassed

5    and unendorsed, unguaranteed legislation

6    rather than give us a school funding

7    guarantee today for the children you

8    already serve.

9              You weren't supposed to be the

10    ones to do any of that.  You were

11    supposed to be the ones to do everything

12    possible for the children of this city in

13    the time when we needed you the most and

14    not the least that you can get away with.

15              But I was never more

16    disappointed to be reading the paper this

17    morning and to read what happened at City

18    Council yesterday.  Never before have so

19    many people stood up for an essential

20    issue around public education, only to be

21    blocked by a handful of people in these

22    Chambers.

23              There is a solid core which is

24    backing the cigarette tax, the liquor by

25    the drink tax, and the use and occupancy
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1    tax.  There is a handful of City Council

2    members who will not stand up for the

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    children of the City, and we will not

5    forget.

6              I was thrilled when so many new

7    Councilpeople came in this year -- or in

8    2011, and I just want to just take a

9    second.  I'm not calling anybody out, but

10    I just want us to think for a second.

11              David Oh, you want to have a

12    hearing on world-class education on

13    Monday.  It starts with having a chance

14    at a world-class public education system.

15    It doesn't happen with 3,883 layoffs.

16              (Applause.)

17              MS. GYM:  Cindy Bass, you came

18    to every single school closing in

19    Germantown.  That has got to be backed up

20    by every single dollar that goes into our

21    schools.  We've got to find everything

22    possible, and that includes use and

23    occupancy.

24              Mark Squilla, you are head of

25    the most educated, rapidly changing
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1    demographic district in this city.  It is

2    changing, with people who want to see a

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    future in this city.  You have a

5    responsibility to them.

6              Kenyatta Johnson, I also feel

7    so strongly, because you visited South

8    Philly High in its worst moments, but you

9    saw the possibility of it to transform

10    under Otis Hackney.  He deserves your

11    support today.  He deserves his

12    counselors.  He deserves an assistant

13    principal.  He's merging children.  He

14    needs the use and occupancy bill.  He

15    needs the liquor by the drink.

16              We need a school funding

17    guarantee today.

18              One last, Bobby Henon, your

19    district, so well populated, they

20    survived a massive school closings blow,

21    only to have everything get stripped out

22    of their schools.

23              I'm going to wrap up.  All I

24    want to say is, we need a school funding

25    guarantee from City Council today.  That
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1    is the use and occupancy tax.  There are

2    countless reasons, but you already know

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    what they are.  This is a defining moment

5    for public education.  You're either

6    going to stand up and stand up for our

7    schools or you're going to run, and we

8    are going to remember who was not there.

9              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10    Thank you.

11              (Applause.)

12              CHIEF CLERK:  Marla Scott,

13    commenting on 130161.

14              (Witness approached podium.)

15              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

16    afternoon.

17              MS. SCOTT:  Good afternoon.  My

18    comments are short, so the red button

19    won't go off.

20              Ladies and gentlemen of City

21    Council, I just urge you to vote yes to

22    any tax that's going to help fund the

23    school system and get rid of the SRC, the

24    Sorry Reform Commission.

25              Thank you.
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1              (Applause.)

2              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    Thank you.

5              CHIEF CLERK:  Tanayia Coffer,

6    commenting on 130161.

7              (Witness approached podium.)

8              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

9    afternoon.

10              MS. COFFER:  Tanayia Coffer.

11    Good morning -- good afternoon.  I stand

12    just to represent Northeast Philadelphia

13    parents and community, specifically Fox

14    Chase where Representative O'Neill is our

15    Councilman.  And we just want to -- a few

16    weeks ago, we had an emergency parent

17    meeting because, of course, as the story

18    has already been told several times, the

19    answer is no to our children, no

20    counselors, no anything, no librarians,

21    no nurses, which we haven't had for a

22    couple of years already.

23              We just want you -- you sent a

24    representative on your behalf, Ms. Boyle,

25    and she ensured us that you had our best
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1    interest at heart and that you would do

2    all that you can, but I stand today just

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    saddened because I see that the answers

5    are still being no to our children.  And

6    we just ask that you be a man of your

7    word and support any tax, any bill that

8    is for our children that's going to

9    release some funding so that we can send

10    our children to school and they can have

11    pride in their school and that they don't

12    end up in the $400 million/billion prison

13    that's being built for them.

14              We just ask that you do what

15    you have to do to say yes to our kids,

16    because they deserve more.  And I sit and

17    I just think it's just sad that we have

18    to stand here, because we all know that

19    children are the future, and if we don't

20    invest now in them, then we're just going

21    to be investing negatively later on.

22              So that's all the comments that

23    I have.  O'Neill, we just ask that you

24    stand by the Fox Chase community and be

25    in support of all those things that we
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1    need for our kids to have a quality

2    education.  Public education was always

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    made to be an equalizer, and if we get

5    rid of public education, then there is no

6    equal.  We won't be able to provide our

7    kids what they need so that they can have

8    the opportunity to be successful in their

9    lives.

10              (Applause.)

11              CHIEF CLERK:  Catherine Brinky,

12    commenting on 130161.

13              (Witness approached podium.)

14              MS. BRINKY:  Hello.  I hate to

15    say it, but I am vastly disappointed in

16    City Council, with a few exceptions, such

17    as Councilwoman Sanchez, who has really

18    gone to bat for our public schools.

19              The Mayor announced on national

20    television yesterday that Philadelphia is

21    okay with getting out of the business of

22    public schools, which is understandable.

23    Philadelphia has done a bad job, but

24    charter schools are not the same as

25    neighborhood public schools.  Two-thirds
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1    of them are worse performing than public

2    schools.

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4              Property values are tied to

5    public school catchments, and when you

6    de-value the public schools and cut their

7    funding, you make them institutions in

8    the ugliest sense of the word and you cut

9    your property tax base as well.  And as

10    many people have said here today, people

11    will flee.  People will flee for the

12    suburbs.  Anyone who can get out will.

13              I know that many of you will be

14    up for reelection, and it's a long time.

15    It's two years.  And maybe you think

16    people will forget, but if people spent a

17    hundred thousand dollars to live in the

18    Penn Alexander catchment, they're not

19    going to forget when they don't get into

20    that school, because it's one of the few

21    good schools, and they're not going to

22    forget when their property values

23    plummet.  And people aren't going to

24    forget when their neighborhood school

25    that they love, even if it wasn't high
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1    performing, is closed and when they've

2    lost jobs.  When 25 percent of your

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    voters have school-age children in this

5    city, you have just alienated one-fourth

6    of the population and any of their

7    friends.

8              (Applause.)

9              MS. BRINKY:  I urge you all to

10    vote for the use and occupancy bill, and

11    that's just one step along the way to

12    reforming the public schools and funding

13    for them, and I'd like to commend

14    Councilwoman Sanchez for that.

15              There is so much more that

16    needs to be done.  You should consider

17    school improvement districts with

18    voluntary neighborhood taxes.  You should

19    take back control over the School

20    District of Philadelphia.  This is our

21    School District.  We should have control

22    over it.  And maybe you should look to

23    the Philadelphia Parking Authority for

24    how to collect delinquent property taxes.

25    They seem to know what to do.
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1              (Applause.)

2              MS. BRINKY:  You might also

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    want to consider enforcing some of your

5    building codes for broken windows and

6    other rain-making, money-making code

7    enforcement that would be able to fund

8    our schools, because you don't want to

9    shoot yourself in the foot even if it is

10    two years to election.

11              Thank you.

12              (Applause.)

13              CHIEF CLERK:  Harold Sheppard.

14              (No response.)

15              CHIEF CLERK:  Harold Sheppard,

16    commenting on 120118, 130494, and

17    130446-A.

18              (Witness approached podium.)

19              MR. SHEPPARD:  Good morning --

20              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

21    afternoon.

22              MR. SHEPPARD:  -- City Council,

23    President Clarke, staff, citizens of

24    Philadelphia.  My name is Harold

25    Sheppard.  I'm also a public employee,
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1    and I'm on my lunch hour.  And I'm also

2    Brother Cye, commenting on 120118, and

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    this is about resolution authorizing the

5    Committee on Transportation and

6    privatizing.

7              I previously worked for PECO

8    for 15 years, and I was hired under the

9    consent decree because of vast

10    discrimination.  PECO did not admit

11    guilt, was forced to hire a lot of black

12    and brown people, all of which were

13    targeted for dismissal.  I want to say at

14    that time that PECO was mostly an Irish

15    company.  I'm afraid that if we privatize

16    PGW, that the regulatory standards will

17    be relaxed.

18              I'm also afraid of the spoil

19    system and political patronage, which

20    will also further hamper the safety.

21    Privatization will allow discrimination

22    to prosper.  It will also allow more

23    political appointees.  And with safety

24    issues, which we've just further seen at

25    23rd and Market Street and in past years
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1    down in Kensington where that building

2    collapsed and firefighters lost their

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    life, we're looking for trouble.

5              There seems to be a greater

6    push to privatize everything.  You just

7    heard a gentleman testify about the

8    Liquor Control Board.  So we're going to

9    put hundreds and thousands of employees

10    on the unemployment compensation line and

11    then have to apply for food stamps and

12    extended compensation claims.

13              We also see the privatization

14    of our schools through the charter system

15    such as Mastery and Edison.  We also see

16    to push to privatize the Turnpike.  Also

17    see snowplows in the winter with outside

18    contractors to remove snow.  I remember

19    this City Hall was also manned by

20    District Council 33 employees now that

21    are replaced by private people to clean

22    police stations and also the Police City

23    Hall.

24              So I'm going to further explain

25    that it's insanely carte blanche to



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

126

1    Governor Corbett with the Marcellus

2    Shale.  You know that I have a big

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    interest in bidding for this Philadelphia

5    Gas Works.  They already have the most

6    favorable non-profit sharing climate of

7    any city in this United States.

8              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9    Thank you.

10              MR. SHEPPARD:  I recently went

11    to an impact study for Marcellus Shale.

12              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Sir,

13    your three minutes are up.

14              MR. SHEPPARD:  Okay.  I have

15    two other bills to testify on.

16              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Your

17    three minutes are up, sir.  You have

18    three minutes.  I don't know if you were

19    here.  There's three minutes to testify

20    in public comment.

21              MR. SHEPPARD:  Okay.

22              (Microphone cut off.)

23              (Mr. Sheppard still talking.)

24              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25    Thank you, sir.
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1              (Mr. Sheppard still speaking.)

2              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    Thank you, sir.  Thank you.

5              CHIEF CLERK:  Jona Peisson,

6    commenting on 130161.

7              (Witness approached podium.)

8              MR. PEISSON:  Hello.  My name

9    is Jona Peisson.  I'll try and be brief.

10    I just want to give my testimony as a

11    taxpayer and parent of a three-year-old.

12              We've been -- me and my wife

13    have been in the City now for seven

14    years, and we really like it.  We have a

15    great community that we live in, and

16    we're just coming up to that time when

17    it's time to sort of consider schools.

18    And as many has done before us, we were

19    looking at moving out of the City, and we

20    really don't want to do this.  As I said,

21    we enjoy the community we're in.  I don't

22    believe in commuting.  I will not have my

23    child commute to school either.  And our

24    options for public schools in

25    Philadelphia are very slim, and they
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1    don't look like they're getting any

2    better.  And we're fairly good earners.

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    We don't mind paying our City taxes.  We

5    don't mind paying increased property

6    taxes as long as it goes to good things.

7              But we're just one of those

8    people -- one of those families that's

9    taking our money with us, and if nothing

10    changes, we're going to have to leave the

11    City.  And we feel sad about it, but

12    that's how it seems to be.  And we don't

13    really care where and how the funding

14    comes to the school, but we do hold you

15    people here responsible for creating good

16    schools for our children.

17              Thank you.

18              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19    Thank you, sir.

20              (Applause.)

21              CHIEF CLERK:  Orlando Acosta,

22    commenting on 130161.

23              MR. ACOSTA:  Good morning,

24    everyone.  All the Councilpeople, good

25    morning.
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1              I want to say this.  It's very

2    important that we get funding for

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    schools, that that's very essential.  Let

5    me say that.  But what needs to be looked

6    at too, like I seen yesterday, it needs

7    to be accountability with the District

8    before they ask for about $60 million or

9    120 from the state.  They need to have

10    accountability behind the money when they

11    receive it.  So let's not be so quick to

12    just throw money after bad money.  Let's

13    put parameters in place so when they

14    receive this money, then it has some

15    accountability behind when they get the

16    money.  Because you don't want to be here

17    two or three years from now talking

18    about, Well, what happened to this.

19              A lot of funding for children

20    with special needs don't receive the

21    things that they need, good lunches,

22    different things as far as PE and

23    different things of that sort.  Because

24    if they can't financially handle their

25    own books, if they got to keep coming to
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1    City Council, running down to the state

2    to keep asking for money, then the

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    fundamental question is this:  How are

5    y'all financially handling your books?

6    Because the question is, if you can't

7    handle your books and you got to come

8    back to the same City Council, state time

9    again, over and over and over again,

10    somebody somewhere is not handling their

11    books correctly.

12              So we need to fundamentally

13    find out where does this serious problem

14    that's been going on with this for many,

15    many years, even when I was a child.

16    Okay?  And I'm 41 years old.  And I was

17    hearing my mother and all of my family

18    members still talk about this years ago.

19              So before this City Council

20    gives over 60 million, find out what

21    they're doing with it and where the holes

22    are first, because the children is what's

23    fundamentally important, and it always

24    seems to be that they're not getting what

25    they need.
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1              And that's all I have to say.

2    Thank you very much.

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5    Thank you, sir.

6              CHIEF CLERK:  P.D. Brown,

7    commenting on 130161.

8              (Witness approached podium.)

9              MR. BROWN:  I hadn't planned to

10    speak today, but I want y'all to know

11    something.  The thing you hear me say,

12    I'm tired of being sick and tired.  In

13    two days, my mother birthed me, and I'll

14    be 60 years old, and I'm tired of being

15    tired.

16              Now, I'mma give you just a

17    little bit of what I seen in the last 30

18    years, because I tried to put a training

19    program here in the City and everybody

20    rejected it, and that was wrong.  You

21    understand?  It was wrong today and it

22    was wrong then.

23              But what I want to say --

24    there's two things that I want you to

25    know.  I mean what I'm saying, that we as
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1    a people in our community have to make a

2    change.  I can tell you in the Wilson

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    Goode Administration, in the John Street

5    Administration, in the Nutter

6    Administration, that we have not risen,

7    not one bit.  What has happened is, we

8    have run down.  That's what has happened,

9    you know.

10              And I want to tell you one

11    thing, that 10 percent tax deal, all that

12    construction that was done in this city,

13    that was a fall for the school system.

14    And Sandra Dungee Glenn is sitting right

15    there.  I say repeal that tax.  You

16    understand?  Because it was going to hurt

17    our children, and that's exactly what it

18    done.  That's exactly what it done.

19              You know, I was going to

20    straighten some of this stuff out,

21    Darrell.  I mean that.  I'm going to

22    invite y'all tomorrow down to the Clef

23    Club, all of City Council.  You

24    understand?  I'm going to invite you to

25    show you what I'm doing, because I'm
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1    going to do the right thing for the

2    people.  Do you know that?  I'm not going

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    to do the wrong thing.  I'm going to do

5    the right thing.  I'm running, and I'm

6    going to win.  And I'm running

7    independently.  And I'm going to get

8    y'all, and there ain't nothing -- it's

9    not really about y'all.  It's about what

10    is going on in this town.

11              We got a black Mayor, a black

12    President of Council, a black Police

13    Department, a black Fire Department, but

14    black people can't rise.  I got a problem

15    with that, y'all.  I really do.  And I

16    got two job players.  You want to sit

17    down and discuss it?  Come on and see me.

18              Y'all have a blessed day.

19              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20    Thank you.

21              CHIEF CLERK:  Susan Gobreski,

22    commenting on 130161.

23              (Witness approached podium.)

24              MS. GOBRESKI:  Hi, everybody.

25    It's me again.  My name is Susan
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1    Gobreski.  I'm the Director of Education

2    Voters, which is a public interest

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    organization advocating for strong public

5    schools.  I'm also a Philadelphia

6    resident, a mother of children in

7    Philadelphia schools, and my husband and

8    I also decided to move into the City and

9    stay because we believe in the City and

10    we believe in its future.

11              So I want to make a couple of

12    points, one of which is that this is

13    surely Governor Corbett's school

14    district.  No art, no music, kids who

15    can't go to college because there's no

16    counselors, programs cutting, teachers

17    fired.  This is a school district that

18    Governor Corbett wants us to have.  And

19    Harrisburg actually would like nothing

20    better than for you guys to come up

21    short.  They are waiting.  It feeds what

22    they believe.  It's what they want.  It

23    allows them to impose measures and to

24    continue the downward spiral.

25              So I heard somebody say once
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1    this may not -- what's going on right now

2    in Philadelphia may not be your fault,

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    but it is your problem.  Right?  So

5    whether or not the School District is

6    here for malevolent reasons or bad

7    reasons or because of the chronic

8    underfunding or any combination, it is a

9    problem that has to be solved.  So you

10    guys need to come up with dedicated

11    funding for the schools.  Right now you

12    have to focus on what you can control,

13    and what you can control is the U&O tax.

14    You can control revenues that you

15    actually have the authority to approve.

16              Parents are frustrated and

17    angry, and by making people wait and

18    holding out on them, you're cutting into

19    their vacation time and their family

20    time.  At the end of the school year,

21    while we're all worried and when we

22    should be celebrating the success of our

23    children, people are worried and

24    panicked, and they're spending a lot of

25    time paying attention to you, which you
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1    may like, but I'm hoping that you're

2    going to get a little tired of it too and

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    that you are going to just cut to the

5    chase and approve the funding.

6              The game of chicken that's

7    going on with Harrisburg about who goes

8    first is, first of all, totally

9    irresponsible.  It's passing the buck,

10    and it is exactly that, it is a game of

11    chicken.  It's chicken, people who don't

12    want to take a vote unless the other guy

13    goes first so that they can't get

14    blasted.  We understand that it's hard to

15    take a tax vote, but we do want you to do

16    it.  People will pay to live in a place

17    where there's high quality of life.

18              So I know that the City asked

19    you for -- SRC asked you for 60 million,

20    but actually I really want to do better.

21    If we get 300 million right now, we get

22    back up to the level of desperate, and I

23    really want our schools to be the great

24    schools that all of our children deserve.

25    And I feel like if you guys have the
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1    capacity to come up with a hundred

2    million -- and my calculations say that

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    you do -- then that is actually where you

5    should set the bar.  That should be the

6    floor.

7              Thank you.

8              (Applause.)

9              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10    Thank you.

11              CHIEF CLERK:  There are no

12    other speakers on the public comment

13    list, Mr. President.

14              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15    Thank you, Mr. Decker.

16              Councilman Green.

17              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you,

18    Mr. President.  I just want to respond

19    briefly to the speakers who made

20    impassioned pleas here to support

21    education funding.

22              We don't have the Hobson's

23    choice that has been presented.  There is

24    not only 161 or only this bill or that

25    alternative.  In fact, the only way, as
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1    Helen Gym said, to provide -- and Susan

2    Gobreski was just talking about it --

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    guaranteed school funding within our

5    control is to do something simple, which

6    is to increase the millage rate provided

7    to the School District.  I have an

8    amendment to Bill 181 to do that today,

9    to provide $32 million, and I hope my

10    colleagues will support it.

11              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12    Thank you.

13              Councilman Oh.

14              COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you,

15    Mr. President.  I will also say that the

16    issue that is brought before us from so

17    many good people who have very great

18    concerns, at the end of the day, I do

19    believe is a shared problem when we say

20    our problem.  Our problem is for all the

21    children in this city, not just the

22    children who go to good schools, but the

23    children who go to bad schools, and the

24    shared issue that we should confront

25    right now is, in addition to the funding
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1    that we can do, is to fix our schools.

2    That's a heavy lift for this body.  It's

3       6/13/13 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

4    a challenge to our Mayor.  It's a

5    challenge to our state system, but it's

6    also a challenge to the residents,

7    businesses, and parents that are in our

8    city.  Fixing our school system is a

9    critical thing that we should be doing.

10              The realities of this situation

11    is that we as a city consist of 1.5

12    million people.  Our state has 13 million

13    people.  Our resources are much like that

14    of a pickup truck that people are asking

15    and demanding carry the cargo of a

16    tractor-trailer.  It's not excuse-making,

17    but the reality is there's only so much

18    that we can do.

19              We will do, I believe, the

20    funding that we have been asked to do to

21    fill up this pickup truck as much as it

22    can carry, but I think it is also

23    important that people who are advocating

24    for better education in addition to

25    funding temporarily this year a sinking



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

140

1    school system also roll up their sleeves

2    and start talking about fixing our entire

3 6/13/13 - STATED - RESOLUTION CONSENT AGENDA

4    education system.

5              It cannot simply be that people

6    come here and ask a pickup truck to carry

7    the weight of a tractor-trailer.  We have

8    to appropriately ensure that we are

9    funding and improving education, and I

10    would say we have to start it this year.

11              Thank you.

12              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13    Thank you, Councilman.

14              We will now consider today's

15    Resolution Consent Agenda.  I would ask

16    Mr. Decker to please read the titles of

17    all the resolutions on the Consent

18    Agenda.  After each title is read, any

19    member may object to the inclusion of a

20    resolution on the Resolution Consent

21    Agenda.  Upon such objection and without

22    debate, the resolution will be

23    immediately removed from the Resolution

24    Consent Agenda and placed on today's

25    regular Final Passage Calendar.
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1              Mr. Decker, would you please

2    read the titles of the resolutions on the

3 6/13/13 - STATED - RESOLUTION CONSENT AGENDA

4    Resolution Consent Agenda.

5              CHIEF CLERK:  Resolution No.

6    130492, entitled "A resolution approving

7    the redevelopment contract of the

8    Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority for

9    the redevelopment and urban renewal of a

10    portion of the West Philadelphia

11    Redevelopment Area, identified by house

12    number and street address as 4030

13    Haverford Avenue"; and

14              Resolution No. 130493, entitled

15    "A resolution approving the redevelopment

16    contract of the Philadelphia

17    Redevelopment Authority for the

18    redevelopment and urban renewal of a

19    portion of the 44th and Aspen Urban

20    Renewal Area, identified by house numbers

21    and street addresses as 820, 821, 832,

22    846, 848, and 860 North Markoe Street";

23    and

24              Resolution No. 130494, entitled

25    "A resolution approving the redevelopment
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1    contract of the Philadelphia

2    Redevelopment Authority for the

3 6/13/13 - STATED - RESOLUTION CONSENT AGENDA

4    redevelopment and urban renewal of a

5    portion of the Cecil B. Moore Avenue

6    Urban Renewal Area, identified by house

7    number and street address as 1703 through

8    05 Cecil B. Moore Avenue"; and

9              Resolution No. 130495, entitled

10    "A resolution approving the redevelopment

11    contract of the Philadelphia

12    Redevelopment Authority for the

13    redevelopment and urban renewal of a

14    portion of the Model Cities Urban Renewal

15    Area, identified by house numbers and

16    street addresses as 1309 through 13 North

17    Sixth Street and 1319 North Sixth

18    Street"; and

19              Resolution No. 130496, entitled

20    "A resolution approving the redevelopment

21    contract of the Philadelphia

22    Redevelopment Authority for the

23    redevelopment and urban renewal of a

24    portion of the Model Cities Urban Renewal

25    Area, identified by house number and
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1    street address as 1614 North Twentieth

2    Street"; and

3 6/13/13 - STATED - RESOLUTION CONSENT AGENDA

4              Resolution No. 130498, entitled

5    "A resolution authorizing the

6    Commissioner of Public Property to

7    execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

8    Redevelopment Authority, without

9    consideration, deeds conveying

10    conditional fee simple title to certain

11    City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

12    the buildings and improvements thereon,

13    situate in the Nineteenth Ward of the

14    City of Philadelphia"; and

15              Resolution No. 130499, entitled

16    "A resolution appointing a new five

17    person committee entitled the

18    'Responsible Banking Review Committee'

19    pursuant to Section 19-201 of The

20    Philadelphia Code"; and

21              Resolution No. 130500, entitled

22    "A resolution authorizing the

23    Commissioner of Public Property to

24    execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

25    Redevelopment Authority, without
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1    consideration, deeds conveying

2    conditional fee simple title to certain

3 6/13/13 - STATED - RESOLUTION CONSENT AGENDA

4    City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

5    the buildings and improvements thereon,

6    situate in the Fourth Ward of the City of

7    Philadelphia"; and

8              Resolution No. 130502, entitled

9    "A resolution approving the redevelopment

10    contract of the Philadelphia

11    Redevelopment Authority for the

12    redevelopment and urban renewal of a

13    portion of the New Kensington-Fishtown

14    Urban Renewal Area, identified by house

15    number and street address as 2130 East

16    Dauphin Street"; and

17              Resolution No. 130503, entitled

18    "A resolution approving the redevelopment

19    contract of the Philadelphia

20    Redevelopment Authority for the

21    redevelopment and urban renewal of a

22    portion of the New Kensington-Fishtown

23    Urban Renewal Area, identified by house

24    number and street address as 2026 through

25    28 Martha Street."
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1              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

2    Thank you.

3 6/13/13 - STATED - RESOLUTION CONSENT AGENDA

4              The Chair recognizes Councilman

5    Jones for a motion to adopt each of the

6    resolutions on the Resolution Consent

7    Agenda today.

8              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

9    Mr. President.  I move that the rules of

10    Council be suspended to permit the

11    receipt of an additional committee

12    report -- no.  Wait a minute.

13              Thank you, Mr. President.  I

14    move for the adoption of each of the

15    resolutions on the Consent Agenda today.

16              (Duly seconded.)

17              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It

18    has been moved and properly seconded that

19    each of the resolutions on the Resolution

20    Consent Agenda be adopted.

21              All in favor say aye.

22              (Aye.)

23              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24    Those opposed?

25              (No response.)
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1              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

2    ayes have it, and each of the resolutions

3    6/13/13 - STATED - BILL CONSENT AGENDA

4    on the Resolution Consent Agenda has been

5    adopted.

6              We will now consider today's

7    Bill Consent Agenda.  I will ask

8    Mr. Decker to please read the titles of

9    all of the bills on the Consent Agenda.

10    After each title is read, any member may

11    object to the inclusion of the bill on

12    the Consent Agenda.  Upon such an

13    objection and without debate, the bill

14    shall immediately be removed from the

15    Consent Agenda and placed on our regular

16    Final Passage Calendar.

17              Mr. Decker, would you please

18    read all of the titles of the bills on

19    the Consent Agenda.

20              CHIEF CLERK:  Bill No. 130274,

21    entitled "An ordinance amending Title 14

22    of The Philadelphia Code by repealing and

23    replacing Section 14-507, entitled '/CDO,

24    Central Delaware Riverfront Overlay

25    District,' to provide for new special



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

147

1    controls, and by amending Section 14-702,

2    entitled 'Floor Area Bonuses,' to provide

3    6/13/13 - STATED - BILL CONSENT AGENDA

4    for floor area and height bonuses for the

5    Central Delaware Riverfront"; and

6              Bill No. 130330, entitled "An

7    ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

8    Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

9    designations of certain areas of land

10    located within an area bounded by

11    Parkside Avenue, 52nd Street, Merion

12    Avenue, Girard Avenue, and Belmont

13    Avenue"; and

14              Bill No. 130347, entitled "An

15    ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

16    Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

17    designations of certain areas of land

18    located within an area bounded by Cecil

19    B. Moore Avenue, 21st Street, Nicholas

20    Street, and 22nd Street"; and

21              Bill No. 130349, entitled "An

22    ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

23    Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

24    designations of certain areas of land

25    located within an area bounded by Girard
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1    Avenue, Broad Street, Fairmount Avenue,

2    16th Street, Brown Street, Francis

3    6/13/13 - STATED - BILL CONSENT AGENDA

4    Street, Perkiomen Street, and 19th

5    Street"; and

6              Bill No. 130350, entitled "An

7    ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

8    Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

9    designations of certain areas of land

10    located within an area bounded by

11    Harbison Avenue, Tulip Street, Sanger

12    Street, Tulip Street, Cheltenham Avenue,

13    Keystone Street, Van Kirk Street, the

14    Delaware Expressway, Fraley Street, Eadom

15    Street, and Bridge Street"; and

16              Bill No. 130352, entitled "An

17    ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

18    Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

19    designations of certain areas of land

20    located within an area bounded by Venango

21    Street, K Street, Tioga Street, Palmetto

22    Street, Atlantic Street, and I Street";

23    and

24              Bill No. 130378, entitled "An

25    ordinance to amend the Institutional
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1    Development District Master Plan of the

2    University of Pennsylvania, located at

3    6/13/13 - STATED - BILL CONSENT AGENDA

4    461 University Avenue and 3300 Chestnut

5    Street for construction of the new

6    College House Dormitory and the new

7    Neural and Behavioral Sciences Building";

8    and

9              Bill No. 130009, entitled "An

10    ordinance amending Chapter 19-2600 of The

11    Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Business

12    Income and Receipts Tax,' as it relates

13    to non-profit activity"; and

14              Bill No. 130123, entitled "An

15    ordinance amending Section 2-305 of The

16    Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Office of

17    Property Assessment; Chief Assessment

18    Officer; Powers and Duties,' by providing

19    for standards for tax exemptions and for

20    documentation requirements"; and

21              Bill No. 130410, entitled "An

22    ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of

23    Public Property to convey to the

24    Philadelphia Authority for Industrial

25    Development all or any portion of those
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1    parcels of City-owned land at, or

2    generally in the vicinity of, 16 South

3    6/13/13 - STATED - BILL CONSENT AGENDA

4    34th Street, 18 South 34th Street, 3409

5    through 13 Ludlow Street, 3415 through 17

6    Ludlow Street"; and

7              Bill No. 130416, entitled "An

8    ordinance approving a Lease Agreement

9    between Philadelphia Gas Works by

10    Philadelphia Facilities Management

11    Corporation, solely in its capacity as

12    operator and manager of the City-owned

13    Philadelphia Gas Works, and Germantown

14    Realty Investment Group for certain

15    premises located at 212 through 14 West

16    Chelten Avenue"; and

17              Bill No. 130450, entitled "An

18    ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of

19    Public Property to convey certain or all

20    interests in portions of a parcel of land

21    located at or in the vicinity of the

22    Northeast corner of the intersection of

23    Roosevelt Boulevard and Poquessing

24    Avenue"; and

25              Bill No. 130453, entitled "An
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1    ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of

2    Public Property to enter into a lease

3    6/13/13 - STATED - BILL CONSENT AGENDA

4    agreement with St. Agnes MOB for use by

5    the City of a portion of the premises

6    located at 1930 South Broad Street"; and

7              Bill No. 130454, entitled "An

8    ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of

9    Public Property to acquire certain land

10    in the 30th Ward of the City of

11    Philadelphia located along the Schuylkill

12    River between South Street and Christian

13    Street, known as 770 through 80 Rear

14    Schuylkill Avenue"; and

15              Bill No. 130460, entitled "An

16    ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of

17    Public Property to convey to the

18    Philadelphia Authority for Industrial

19    Development a 90 foot wide strip of land

20    located between Roosevelt Boulevard and

21    2700 Southampton Road"; and

22              Bill No. 130015, entitled "An

23    ordinance renaming and designating

24    Conshohocken Windemere Park, located at

25    3910 Conshohocken Avenue, as Woodside
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1    Park"; and

2              Bill No. 130452, entitled "An

3    6/13/13 - STATED - BILL CONSENT AGENDA

4    ordinance authorizing the Procurement

5    Commissioner to enter into purchase

6    obligations for the delivery of electric

7    and natural gas energy supplies for use

8    by facilities owned and leased by the

9    City, including agreements that obligate

10    payments for delivery of such energy

11    supplies in future fiscal years."

12              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13    Thank you, Mr. Decker.

14              These bills having been read on

15    two different days, the question is shall

16    each bill now, shall the bill pass

17    finally.

18              Mr. Decker shall call the roll,

19    and upon being called, each member shall

20    vote aye on each of the bills or nay on

21    all of the bills or indicate those bills

22    for which the member is voting aye or

23    nay.

24              Mr. Decker, please call the

25    roll.
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1              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

2    Bass.

3    6/13/13 - STATED - BILL CONSENT AGENDA

4              COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye on all

5    bills.

6              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

7    Blackwell.

8              COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye on

9    all bills.

10              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

11              COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye on all

12    bills.

13              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

14              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye on all

15    bills, except for Bill 130416 from which

16    I recuse myself and abstain for the

17    reasons submitted in a memo to the Chief

18    Clerk.

19              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

20    Greenlee.

21              COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye on

22    all bills.

23              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

24              COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye on all

25    bills.
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1              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

2    Johnson.

3    6/13/13 - STATED - BILL CONSENT AGENDA

4              COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye on all

5    bills.

6              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

7              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye on all

8    bills.

9              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

10    Kenney.

11              COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye on all

12    bills.

13              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

14    O'Brien.

15              COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Aye on all

16    bills.

17              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18    O'Neill.

19              COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye on all

20    bills.

21              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

22              COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye on all

23    bills.

24              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

25    Quinones-Sanchez.
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1              COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye on

2    all bills.

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

5    Reynolds Brown.

6              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye on all

7    bills.

8              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

9    Squilla is voting aye.

10              Council President Clarke.

11              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye

12    on all bills.

13              A majority of all the members

14    having voted in the affirmative for each

15    of these bills, the bills on the Consent

16    Agenda are passed.  Let the record

17    reflect that Councilman Green has

18    abstained from Bill No. 130416.

19              We will now consider bills and

20    resolutions on the regular Second Reading

21    and Final Passage Calendar.

22              Mr. Decker, would you please

23    read the title of Bill No. 130494.

24              That was apparently on Consent.

25    It was not reflected on this document.
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1    So at this time, I'd like to call up

2    120340-AAA.

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4              CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

5    enacting a new Chapter 19-3800 of The

6    Philadelphia Code authorizing the

7    granting of tax exemptions to longtime

8    owner-occupants of certain properties in

9    the City of Philadelphia.

10              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11    Thank you.

12              The Chair recognizes Councilman

13    Kenney.

14              COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Thank you,

15    Mr. President.  I move that we adopt the

16    amendment that has been circulated to the

17    members of Council on this particular

18    bill.

19              (Duly seconded.)

20              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

21    been moved and properly seconded that the

22    amendment to Bill No. 120340-AAA be

23    adopted.

24              All those in favor?

25              (Aye.)
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1              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

2    Those opposed?

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4              (No response.)

5              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

6    ayes have it on that amendment.  And,

7    Councilman, that bill shall be on next

8    week's Final Passage Calendar.  Thank

9    you.

10              Mr. Decker, 130443-A.

11              CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

12    amending Chapter 2-300 of The

13    Philadelphia Code, entitled "Property

14    Assessment," by further providing for the

15    manner in which assessments are

16    determined.

17              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

18    Chair recognizes Councilman Henon.

19              I'm sorry.  There's no

20    amendment on that one.  My fault.

21              This bill has been read on two

22    separate days.  The question is shall the

23    bill pass finally.

24              Mr. Decker, please call the

25    roll.
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1              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

2    Bass.

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4              COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

5              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

6    Blackwell.

7              COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

8              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

9              COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

10              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

11              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye.

12              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

13    Greenlee.

14              COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

15              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

16              COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

17              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18    Johnson.

19              COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

20              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

21              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

22              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

23    Kenney.

24              COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

25              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman
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1    O'Brien.

2              COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Aye.

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

5    O'Neill.

6              COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

7              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

8              COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

9              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

10    Quinones-Sanchez.

11              COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

12              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

13    Reynolds Brown.

14              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

15              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

16    Squilla is voting aye.

17              Council President Clarke.

18              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

19              The ayes are 16; the nays are

20    zero.  A majority of all members present

21    voting in the affirmative, the bill

22    passes.

23              Mr. Decker, please read the

24    title of 130446-A.

25              CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance
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1    amending Title 19 of The Philadelphia

2    Code, entitled "Finance, Taxes and

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    Collections," by providing for a City

5    cigarette tax and by authorizing the

6    School District to provide for a School

7    District cigarette tax.

8              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

9    bill has been read on two separate days.

10    The question is shall the bill pass

11    finally.

12              Mr. Decker, please call the

13    roll.

14              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

15    Bass.

16              COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

17              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

18    Blackwell.

19              COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

20              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

21              COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

22              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

23              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye.

24              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

25    Greenlee.
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1              COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

2              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4              COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

5              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

6    Johnson.

7              COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

8              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

9              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

10              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

11    Kenney.

12              COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

13              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

14    O'Brien.

15              COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Aye.

16              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

17    O'Neill.

18              COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

19              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

20              COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

21              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

22    Quinones-Sanchez.

23              COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

24              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

25    Reynolds Brown.
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1              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

2              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    Squilla is voting aye.

5              Council President Clarke.

6              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

7              The ayes are 16 --

8              (Applause.)

9              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  --

10    the nays are zero.

11              It's great to hear some

12    applause for Council today.

13              (Applause.)

14              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15    Mr. Decker, 130225-A.

16              CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

17    authorizing the Office of the City

18    Treasurer, on behalf of the City, to

19    enter into an agreement with Wells Fargo

20    Bank for provision of payroll banking

21    services to the City.

22              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

23    bill has been read on two separate days.

24    The question is shall the bill pass

25    finally.
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1              Mr. Decker, please call the

2    roll.

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

5    Bass.

6              COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

7              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

8    Blackwell.

9              COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

10              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

11              COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

12              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

13              COUNCILMAN GREEN:

14    Mr. President, I recuse myself and

15    abstain for the reasons presented in a

16    memo to the Chief Clerk earlier today.

17              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18    Okay.  Thank you, Councilman.

19              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

20    Greenlee.

21              COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

22              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

23              COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

24              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

25    Johnson.



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

164

1              COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

2              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

5              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

6    Kenney.

7              COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  No.

8              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

9    O'Brien.

10              COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Aye.

11              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

12    O'Neill.

13              COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

14              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

15              COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

16              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

17    Quinones-Sanchez.

18              COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

19              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

20    Reynolds Brown.

21              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

22              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

23    Squilla is voting aye.

24              Council President Clarke.

25              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.
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1              The ayes are 14; the nays are

2    one, with Councilman Green abstaining.

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4              Mr. Decker, 130308-A.

5              CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

6    amending Section 19-1303 of The

7    Philadelphia Code, entitled "Discounts

8    and Additions to Tax," by tolling

9    additions, interest and penalties when

10    the assessed value of property is under

11    appeal.

12              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

13    bill has been read on two separate days.

14    The question is shall the bill pass

15    finally.

16              Mr. Decker, call the roll.

17              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

18    Bass.

19              COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

20              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

21    Blackwell.

22              COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

23              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

24              COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

25              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.
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1              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  No.

2              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    Greenlee.

5              COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

6              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

7              COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

8              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

9    Johnson.

10              COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

11              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

12              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

13              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

14    Kenney.

15              COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

16              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

17    O'Brien.

18              COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Aye.

19              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

20    O'Neill.

21              COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

22              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

23              COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

24              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

25    Quinones-Sanchez.
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1              COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

2              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    Reynolds Brown.

5              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

6              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

7    Squilla is voting aye.

8              Council President Clarke.

9              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

10              The ayes are 15; the nays are

11    one.

12              Mr. Decker, please read the

13    title of 130181.

14              CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

15    amending Chapter 19-1300 and 19-1800 of

16    The Philadelphia Code, entitled,

17    respectively, "Real Estate Taxes" and

18    "School Tax Authorization," by

19    establishing a tax rate for City real

20    estate tax and authorizing and

21    establishing a tax rate for School

22    District real estate tax; and by revising

23    the homestead exclusion.

24              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25    Councilman Green, would you like to be --
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1              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you,

2    Mr. President.  Earlier today I

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    circulated an amendment to 181, which

5    would simply change the millage that goes

6    to the School District and to the City,

7    moving the ratio from 55 percent to the

8    School District, 45 percent to the City

9    to 57 percent to the School District and

10    43 percent to the City.  This can be done

11    without impacting City services or

12    affecting the budget we passed -- or that

13    came out of committee yesterday, because

14    there is in excess of $32 million, which

15    would provide for a total of 60 million

16    for the School District.

17              This is our last chance to

18    address this problem unilaterally.  If

19    cigarettes fail, if the liquor by the

20    drink tax fails at the state level, there

21    is no option available for schools, short

22    of increasing U&O two years in a row.

23    What is the downside if we do pass this

24    amendment?  Cigarettes pass the state and

25    we provide the School District $90
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1    million by accident.

2              As Councilmembers Jones and

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    Blondell Reynolds Brown often say, the

5    kids did nothing wrong here.  What are

6    you going to do to help?  This is our

7    opportunity.

8              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9    Thank you.

10              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Sorry,

11    Mr. President.  I move the amendment to

12    Bill No --

13              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  You

14    want to do that right now?  We have a

15    couple of people to be recognized.

16              The Chair recognizes Councilman

17    Goode.

18              COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Thank you,

19    Mr. President.  The idea of a millage

20    shift is a great idea.  I actually had

21    the idea in 2007 through Bill 070015-A.

22    It's a great idea when you offer it at

23    the point in the budget process that I

24    offered it.  I offered it on January

25    23rd, 2007, acknowledging that there was
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1    a deficit with the School District,

2    acknowledging that I wanted to do

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    something, acknowledging that it takes a

5    process to do something like this.  You

6    can't come up with this as an amendment

7    at the last minute.

8              Councilman Green has said that

9    he's offering this earnestly because he

10    can't support U&O.  I can support U&O.

11              (Applause.)

12              COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Beyond that,

13    in terms of giving money to the School

14    District, we can actually do that at any

15    point during the year through

16    transferring funds if we choose to do

17    that.  This is about what we've thought

18    out in terms of options that we have and

19    what we're prepared to do.  There's no

20    way we can be prepared to do this this

21    late in the process.  But I will still --

22    I just voted for cigarette tax.  I will

23    still vote for U&O.  I will still look at

24    other options, but this is too late in

25    the game to throw out like this.
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1              Thank you, Mr. President.

2              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    Thank you, Councilman.

5              The Chair recognizes

6    Councilwoman Brown.

7              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,

8    Mr. President.  Underscore, capital

9    letters, bold, three exclamation points,

10    the idea of a millage shift is a great

11    idea.  I would like to ask the sponsor of

12    the amendment to please help me

13    understand how this impacts homestead.

14              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15    Councilman Green.

16              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you,

17    Mr. President.  This does not impact

18    homestead whatsoever.  There is no change

19    in the ability to apply for homestead,

20    nor does it limit the number of -- the

21    dollars available, nor the number of

22    people that can apply for homestead.

23    This is a simple bill that changes the

24    ratio between the District and the City,

25    providing the District 32 million more
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1    and the City 32 million less, to provide

2    the District with the $60 million it

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    requested, and hopefully we'll get

5    cigarette tax relief on top of that,

6    maybe some additional dollars.

7              Thank you, Mr. President.

8              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,

9    Mr. President.

10              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11    Councilwoman, are you done?

12              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Yes.

13              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14    Thank you.

15              The Chair recognizes Councilman

16    Jones.

17              COUNCILMAN JONES:

18    Mr. President, I'm just going to vote my

19    voice.  Thank you.

20              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  I'm

21    sorry?

22              COUNCILMAN JONES:  I'm just

23    going to vote my voice.

24              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25    Thank you, sir.
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1              Councilman, you offered an

2    amendment, and did you get a second?

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4              (Duly seconded.)

5              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

6    been moved and properly seconded.

7              All those in favor to

8    Councilman Green's amendment say aye.

9              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye.

10              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  All

11    opposed?

12              (No.)

13              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  I

14    don't think I have to say that.  All

15    right.  Thank you, Councilman.  The

16    amendment goes down.

17              We will now move to the vote on

18    130181.  Mr. Decker, please call that

19    roll.

20              This bill has been read on two

21    separate days.  The question is shall the

22    bill pass finally.

23              Mr. Decker, now please call the

24    roll.

25              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman
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1    Bass.

2              COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

5    Blackwell.

6              COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

7              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

8              COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

9              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

10              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  No.

11              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

12    Greenlee.

13              COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

14              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

15              COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

16              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

17    Johnson.

18              COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  No.

19              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

20              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

21              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

22    Kenney.

23              COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

24              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

25    O'Brien.
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1              COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Aye.

2              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    O'Neill.

5              COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  No.

6              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

7              COUNCILMAN OH:  No.

8              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

9    Quinones-Sanchez.

10              COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

11              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

12    Reynolds Brown.

13              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

14              CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

15    Clarke.

16              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

17    I believe --

18              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

19    Squilla is voting nay.

20              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  So

21    my numbers here reflect -- I have 10 ayes

22    or is it 11?  Mr. Decker, what did you

23    have, 11 or 10?

24              CHIEF CLERK:  11 to 5.

25              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  I
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1    just want to make sure.  11 to 5.  A

2    majority of all members present voting in

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    the affirmative, the bill passes.

5              Mr. Decker, would you please

6    call up 130417.

7              CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

8    amending Chapter 19-1300 of The

9    Philadelphia Code, entitled "Real Estate

10    Taxes," by further providing for

11    deferrals for taxpayers experiencing

12    significant increases in their real

13    estate taxes.

14              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  I

15    believe listed here we have an amendment,

16    and the Chair recognizes Councilman

17    Johnson.

18              COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

19    Mr. President.  I have an amendment to

20    Bill No. 130417.  It has been circulated

21    to Councilmembers.  I move that the

22    amendment to the Bill No. 130417 be

23    adopted.

24              (Duly seconded.)

25              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's
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1    been moved and properly seconded that the

2    amendment to 130417 be adopted.

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4              All those in favor?

5              (Aye.)

6              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7    Those opposed?

8              (No response.)

9              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

10    ayes have it.  Bill 130417 has been

11    amended and will be placed on next week's

12    Final Passage Calendar.

13              Mr. Decker, 130444.

14              CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

15    amending Chapter 19-1500 of The

16    Philadelphia Code, entitled "Wage and Net

17    Profits Tax," by revising certain tax

18    rates.

19              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

20    bill has been read on two separate days.

21    The question is shall the bill pass

22    finally.

23              Mr. Decker, please call the

24    roll.

25              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman
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1    Bass.

2              COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

5    Blackwell.

6              COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

7              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

8              COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

9              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

10              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye.

11              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

12    Greenlee.

13              COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

14              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

15              COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

16              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

17    Johnson.

18              COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

19              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

20              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

21              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

22    Kenney.

23              COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

24              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

25    O'Brien.
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1              COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Aye.

2              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    O'Neill.

5              COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

6              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

7              COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

8              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

9    Quinones-Sanchez.

10              COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

11              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

12    Reynolds Brown.

13              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

14              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

15    Squilla is voting aye.

16              Council President Clarke.

17              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

18              The ayes are 16; the nays are

19    zero.  A majority of all members present

20    voting in the affirmative, the bill

21    passes.

22              The next bill is 130307.

23              CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

24    amending the Ordinance of March 1, 1963,

25    entitled "An ordinance authorizing the
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1    Board of Pensions and Retirement to enter

2    into an agreement or agreements to

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    administer employee retirement benefits

5    for the Philadelphia Industrial

6    Development Corporation, Passenger

7    Services Improvement Corporation, Food

8    Distribution Center, and the Philadelphia

9    Parking Authority," as amended, to

10    provide for revised reimbursement rates.

11              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

12    bill has been read on two separate days.

13    The question is shall the bill pass

14    finally.

15              Mr. Decker, please call the

16    roll.

17              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

18    Bass.

19              COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

20              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

21    Blackwell.

22              COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

23              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

24              COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

25              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.
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1              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye.

2              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    Greenlee.

5              COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

6              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

7              COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

8              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

9    Johnson.

10              COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

11              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

12              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

13              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

14    Kenney.

15              COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

16              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

17    O'Brien.

18              COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Aye.

19              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

20    O'Neill.

21              COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

22              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

23              COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

24              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

25    Quinones-Sanchez.
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1              COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

2              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    Reynolds Brown.

5              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

6              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

7    Squilla is voting aye.

8              Council President Clarke.

9              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

10              The ayes are 16; the nays are

11    zero.  A majority of all members present

12    voting in the affirmative, the bill

13    passes.

14              The next bill is 130457.

15              CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

16    amending Chapter 17-104 of The

17    Philadelphia Code, entitled

18    "Prerequisites to the Execution of City

19    Contracts," by requiring contractors

20    seeking to do business with the City to

21    disclose certain demographic information

22    including gender, race and geographic

23    data of those serving as board members

24    and executive staff.

25              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This
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1    bill has been read on two separate days.

2    The question is shall the bill pass

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    finally.

5              Mr. Decker, please call the

6    roll.

7              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

8    Bass.

9              COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

10              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

11    Blackwell.

12              COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

13              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

14              COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

15              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

16              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye.

17              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18    Greenlee.

19              COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

20              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

21              COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

22              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

23    Johnson.

24              COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

25              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.
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1              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

2              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    Kenney.

5              COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

6              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

7    O'Brien.

8              COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Aye.

9              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

10    O'Neill.

11              COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

12              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

13              COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

14              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

15    Quinones-Sanchez.

16              COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

17              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

18    Reynolds Brown.

19              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

20              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

21    Squilla is voting aye.

22              Council President Clarke.

23              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

24              The ayes are 16; the nays are

25    zero.  A majority of all members present
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1    voting in the affirmative, the bill

2    passes.

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4              Mr. Decker, call up 130455.

5              CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

6    authorizing the Director of Commerce to

7    enter into a Second Extension of the Use

8    and Lease Agreements between the City of

9    Philadelphia and each of the airlines

10    servicing Philadelphia International

11    Airport.

12              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

13    bill has been read -- I'm sorry.  There's

14    an amendment.  Am I correct, Councilman?

15    Councilman Johnson.

16              COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

17    Mr. President.  I have circulated an

18    amendment to Bill No. 130455 that has

19    been circulated to Councilmembers.  I

20    move that the amendment to Bill No.

21    130455 be adopted and just --

22              (Duly seconded.)

23              COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you.

24    And just for the record, this was at the

25    behest of the stakeholders regarding some
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1    language that we attached to the lease,

2    but we will be striking that language.

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    That's all it is, to pass the lease

5    clean.

6              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7    Thank you.  Thank you, Councilman.

8              It's been moved and properly

9    seconded for the amendment to Bill No.

10    130455.

11              All those in favor?

12              (Aye.)

13              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14    Those opposed?

15              (No response.)

16              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

17    ayes have it.  Bill No. 130455 has been

18    amended and will be on the Second and

19    Final Passage Calendar at the next

20    session of Council.

21              Let the record reflect --

22    Councilman Jones, I believe you wanted to

23    withdraw a resolution?

24              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Yes,

25    Mr. President.  I make a motion to
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1    withdraw the resolution.

2              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    Resolution 130507 -- I'm sorry; 517?

5    501.  130501 is withdrawn.

6              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Correct.

7              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Long

8    session of Council.

9              Councilman, we have to be

10    technical.  Make the motion, which we

11    have.  Let me get a second, and then I'll

12    call for the vote.  You already made the

13    motion.  Just do it again.

14              (Duly seconded.)

15              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

16    been moved and properly seconded for the

17    motion to withdraw.

18              All those in favor?

19              (Aye.)

20              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21    Those opposed?

22              (No response.)

23              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24    Resolution 130501 is withdrawn.  Thank

25    you.
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1              Mr. Decker, do you have any

2    additional resolutions?

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4              CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

5    authorizing the Committee on Public

6    Safety to hold public hearings to examine

7    street harassment in the City of

8    Philadelphia, particularly the strategies

9    and campaigns of the non-profit group

10    Hollaback, which works to bring attention

11    to the issue on behalf of women and LGBTQ

12    individuals of all ages, introduced by

13    Councilman Kenney.

14              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

15    Chair recognizes Councilman Kenney for a

16    motion.

17              COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  I move the

18    adoption of the resolution.

19              (Duly seconded.)

20              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

21    been moved and properly seconded.

22              All those in favor?

23              (Aye.)

24              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25    Those opposed?
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1              (No response.)

2              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    ayes have it.  That resolution is

5    adopted.

6              CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

7    honoring, recognizing and commending WURD

8    Radio for its ten years of service as

9    "The Voice of the Community," introduced

10    by Councilman Johnson.

11              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

12    Chair recognizes Councilman Johnson.

13              COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  I move for

14    the adoption of the resolution.

15              (Duly seconded.)

16              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

17    been moved and properly seconded.

18              All those in favor?

19              (Aye.)

20              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21    Those opposed?

22              (No response.)

23              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

24    ayes have it.  And I imagine that the

25    volume was turned up on WURD for that
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1    particular resolution.  Thank you.

2              Mr. Decker.

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4              CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

5    authorizing the City Council Committee on

6    Education to hold public hearings to

7    investigate strategies and offer

8    recommendations for the adaptive reuse of

9    school buildings that will become

10    shuttered as a result of recent school

11    closures, introduced by Councilwoman

12    Reynolds Brown.

13              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

14    Chair recognizes Councilwoman Brown.

15              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,

16    Mr. President.  And the record should be

17    corrected to reflect that Councilman

18    Jones, Councilwoman Sanchez, Councilwoman

19    Jannie Blackwell, and Councilman Kenney

20    are co-sponsors.  I, therefore, move for

21    the adoption.

22              (Duly seconded.)

23              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

24    been moved and properly seconded.

25              All those in favor?
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1              (Aye.)

2              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3        6/13/13 - STATED - 2ND READING

4    Those opposed?

5              (No response.)

6              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

7    ayes have it.  That resolution is also

8    adopted.

9              CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

10    authorizing the creation of a "Special

11    Investigating Committee on Demolition

12    Practices in the City of Philadelphia" to

13    investigate safety problems and identify

14    solutions related to the oversight of

15    demolition projects in the City and, in

16    furtherance of such investigation,

17    authorizing the issuance of subpoenas to

18    compel the attendance of witnesses and

19    the production of documents, introduced

20    by Councilman Jones for Council President

21    Clarke.

22              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

23    Chair recognizes Councilman Jones.

24              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

25    Mr. President.  I move for its adoption.
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1              (Duly seconded.)

2              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

3     6/13/13 - STATED - ADDITIONAL REPORT

4    been moved and properly seconded.

5              All those in favor?

6              (Aye.)

7              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8    Those opposed?

9              (No response.)

10              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

11    ayes have it.  That resolution is

12    adopted.

13              CHIEF CLERK:  There are no

14    other resolutions on the Final Passage

15    Calendar, Mr. President.

16              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17    Thank you very much.

18              At this time, we will have an

19    additional committee report and a first

20    reading.  The Chair recognizes Councilman

21    Jones for a motion regarding an

22    additional committee report and the first

23    reading of bills at this time.

24              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

25    Mr. President.  I move the rules of
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1    Council be suspended to permit the

2    receipt of an additional committee report

3     6/13/13 - STATED - ADDITIONAL REPORT

4    for the first reading of bills at this

5    time.

6              (Duly seconded.)

7              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8    Thank you.  It has been moved and

9    properly seconded that the rules of

10    Council be suspended so as to permit the

11    receipt of an additional committee report

12    and first reading of bills at this time.

13              All those in favor say aye.

14              (Aye.)

15              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16    Those opposed?

17              (No response.)

18              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

19    ayes have it, and the Chair again

20    recognizes Councilman Jones for a report

21    from the Committee of the Whole.

22              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

23    Mr. President.  The Committee of the

24    Whole reports two bills with a favorable

25    recommendation.
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1              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

2    Thank you.

3     6/13/13 - STATED - ADDITIONAL REPORT

4              Mr. Decker, please read the

5    report.

6              CHIEF CLERK:  To the President

7    and members of the Council of the City of

8    Philadelphia, the Committee of the Whole,

9    to which was referred Bill No. 120651,

10    entitled "An ordinance amending Chapter

11    19-1300 of The Philadelphia Code,

12    entitled 'Real Estate Taxes,' by reducing

13    the amount of real estate taxes to be

14    exempted for certain improvements to, or

15    construction of, certain residential,

16    commercial, industrial or other business

17    properties; and by reducing the duration

18    of such exemptions"; and

19              Bill No. 130180, entitled "An

20    ordinance adopting the Operating Budget

21    for Fiscal Year 2014," respectfully

22    reports it has considered the same and

23    returns the attached bills to Council

24    with a favorable recommendation.

25              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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1    Thank you.

2              The Chair again recognizes

3     6/13/13 - STATED - ADDITIONAL REPORT

4    Councilman Jones.

5              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you

6    again, Mr. President.  I move that the

7    rules of Council be suspended so as to

8    permit first reading this day of Bills

9    No. 120651 and 130180.

10              (Duly seconded.)

11              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It

12    has been moved and properly seconded that

13    the rules of Council be suspended so as

14    to permit first reading this day of Bills

15    No. 120651 and 130180.

16              All those in favor say aye.

17              (Aye.)

18              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19    Those opposed?

20              (No response.)

21              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

22    ayes have it.  These bills will be placed

23    on our First Reading Calendar for today.

24              I now note that the bills just

25    reported from committee with suspension
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1    of the rules have been deemed to have had

2    a first reading.  These bills will be

3          6/13/13 - STATED - SPEECHES

4    placed on our Second Reading and Final

5    Passage Calendar on our next session of

6    Council.

7              At this time, we will move to

8    our speeches on the part of the minority.

9    Hold on.  Are you teeing up for the

10    speeches?  Okay.

11              Speeches on behalf of the

12    minority?  The Chair recognizes

13    Councilman Oh.

14              COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you very

15    much, Mr. President.  I actually just

16    have an announcement.  On Monday, June

17    17th at 11 o'clock, there will be a joint

18    hearing by Council's Committee on

19    Education chaired by Councilwoman Jannie

20    Blackwell and the Committee on Global

21    Opportunities and the Creative/Innovative

22    Economy chaired by myself to have

23    hearings from expert witnesses who will

24    testify about global best practices in

25    education.
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1              I think the challenge that we

2    have, as been illustrated for this entire

3          6/13/13 - STATED - SPEECHES

4    point in our budget, is not only to fund

5    our school system so that it doesn't sink

6    any further, but to actually improve the

7    quality of education in every school on a

8    systemwide basis in a manner that is

9    sustainable.  And so that's the hearing

10    that we will have.  We are inviting

11    education advocacy groups and other

12    education reform organizations to come

13    and listen and to participate.

14              Thank you very much.

15              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16    Thank you, Councilman.

17              The Chair recognizes

18    Councilwoman Brown.

19              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,

20    Mr. President.  Two items.  I'd like to

21    first call attention to Councilman Oh's

22    flyer, which is done in what language,

23    Councilman Oh?

24              COUNCILMAN OH:  That is done in

25    Korean.
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1              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  So he's in

2    many ways seeking to make us a more

3          6/13/13 - STATED - SPEECHES

4    culturally sensitive legislative body.

5    This is a first, so congrats on that.

6              Secondly, Mr. President, at a

7    time when many of our citizens are

8    experiencing sadness and/or voicing

9    concerns about the effectiveness of City

10    departments, I have exciting news about

11    one department that has demonstrated

12    leadership, innovation, and excellence on

13    the world stage.  This week the United

14    Nations announced winners of their 2013

15    Public Service Awards, the most

16    prestigious international recognition of

17    excellence in public service.  The United

18    Nations reward reflects the creative

19    achievements and contributions of public

20    service institutions that lead to a more

21    effective and responsive government in

22    countries worldwide.

23              First and second prize winners

24    were selected from five geographic

25    regions of the world - Africa, Asia and
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1    the Pacific, Latin America and the

2    Caribbean, Western Asia and, finally,

3          6/13/13 - STATED - SPEECHES

4    Europe and North America.  In the

5    category, quote, "improving the delivery

6    of public services," a Philadelphia City

7    department was named runner up and the

8    only awardee from the United States.  I

9    stand to salute and congratulate the

10    Philadelphia Department of Human Services

11    under the leadership of Deputy Mayor

12    Donald Schwarz and Commissioner Anne

13    Marie Ambrose.

14              I join the many on Council who

15    have witnessed an uptick in their level

16    of transparency, innovation, and

17    problem-solving.  For me the most obvious

18    appearance of this has been the work that

19    they have done on improving the lives and

20    life chances of Philadelphia older youth.

21    This is reflected by the relocation of

22    their Achieving Independence Center that

23    is moving from 9th and Market to your

24    councilmanic district in the Progress

25    Plaza and unprecedented in the work they
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1    are doing.

2              So, again, I extend

3          6/13/13 - STATED - SPEECHES

4    congratulations to DHS for receiving the

5    most prestigious international

6    recognition of excellence in public

7    service.

8              Thank you, Mr. President.

9              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10    Thank you, Councilwoman.

11              The Chair recognizes Councilman

12    O'Brien.

13              COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Thank you,

14    Mr. President.  In the last three weeks,

15    1,020 violent crimes were reported to the

16    Philadelphia Police Department.  The

17    number includes 15 homicides, 180 gun

18    robberies, and 179 aggravated assaults

19    with a gun.  Since the start of 2013, 106

20    families lost a loved one due to violence

21    in our city.

22              I believe the focused

23    deterrence strategy can help us drive

24    those numbers down in a meaningful and

25    thoughtful way.  Dr. David Kennedy of the



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

201

1    John Jay College of Criminal Justice

2    authored the book "Don't Shoot" and is

3          6/13/13 - STATED - SPEECHES

4    the architect of the focused deterrent

5    gun violence reduction strategy.  Kennedy

6    writes about how the strategy was

7    developed during his time in Boston 20

8    years ago.  He notes that criminal

9    justice is usually about individuals, but

10    it is fashioned in a one-size-fits-all

11    design.  It's the same for everybody

12    everywhere all the time.

13              However, his deterrence

14    strategy is aimed solely on the group and

15    in the true face-to-face conversation

16    with the most influential people within

17    the group.  The message is the

18    conversation -- in the conversation is

19    direct, concrete, literal, repeated, and

20    explicit.  If you do this, we will do

21    that.  The message is focused,

22    customized, particular, and highly

23    specific.  The message is close,

24    intimate, but principal.  There is no

25    negotiation, no deal, and no
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1    get-out-of-jail-free card.  The message

2    is simple.  If you and your group -- if

3          6/13/13 - STATED - SPEECHES

4    someone in your group shoots, there will

5    be a clear and certain consequence for

6    your group.

7              The most amazing aspect of this

8    approach is that law enforcement does not

9    need a new law or new authority.  The

10    strategy is built from existing law

11    enforcement tools and powers put together

12    in a radically new way.  But law

13    enforcement cannot do this alone.

14    Dr. Kennedy's focused deterrence strategy

15    shows us that the combination of

16    community voices, social services, and

17    law enforcement can effectively reduce

18    gun violence.

19              As I said on April 25th in this

20    Chamber, I believe the City needs to

21    invest in the sustainability of focused

22    deterrence and create a permanent

23    structure to organize and administer the

24    strategy.  This would include the

25    creation of an Office of Violence
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1    Reduction, an appointment of an executive

2    director and appropriate staff to run and

3          6/13/13 - STATED - SPEECHES

4    manage the Office of Violence Reduction.

5              Thank you, Mr. President.

6              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7    Thank you, Councilman.

8              The Chair recognizes Councilman

9    Green.

10              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you,

11    Mr. President.  Unfortunately for the

12    children of Philadelphia, the School

13    District, the adults that run the School

14    District of Philadelphia failed to engage

15    in responsible budgeting and demonstrate

16    the ability that they were willing to

17    live within their means, as I've called

18    for in at least three different speeches

19    of the majority in Council this spring.

20              Two weeks ago, they

21    demonstrated that they are willing to

22    live within their means through the

23    horrible act of sending out 3,800 pink

24    slips, and I think that their final

25    acknowledgment that they only have a
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1    certain amount of money and they must

2    only spend that money that they are going

3          6/13/13 - STATED - SPEECHES

4    to be appropriated, unlike last year when

5    they spent $300 million in excess of what

6    they were appropriated, means that we

7    should be supportive of them to the

8    extent they can.

9              Last year the District

10    irresponsibly spent in excess of $300

11    million with some Pollyanna fantasy that

12    somehow that structural deficit would

13    vanish this year.  That tragic decision

14    to kick the can, the latest in a history

15    of failure to make hard choices, has made

16    the problem far worse this year.  Having

17    decided to nibble at the structural

18    deficit rather than taking a big bite

19    such as restructuring 50, 75 or 100

20    schools, the only remaining course of

21    action left for the District was to issue

22    3,800 pink slips last week because

23    personnel was the only place to go to

24    save big money.

25              It is frustrating to have been
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1    on the sidewalk, to have seen the

2    multi-car pile up coming, warned the

3          6/13/13 - STATED - SPEECHES

4    drivers, to no avail, and then watch it

5    happen in slow motion.  The injured are

6    Philadelphia school children.

7              I do not just blame only the

8    republicans, even though Harrisburg's

9    role is well documented.  The District

10    made its own poor choices, including last

11    year with this SRC, that has created this

12    tragedy.

13              Thank you, Mr. President.

14              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15    Thank you, Councilman.

16              The Chair recognizes

17    Councilwoman Bass.

18              COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

19    Mr. President.  Just following up on

20    schools and also wanted to make a comment

21    following the presentation or the speech

22    from my good friend Susan Gobreski.  And

23    she made a statement earlier that the

24    $300 million gets us back to desperate,

25    and it really does.  And so we've been
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1    asked as a body to come up with 60

2    million to help close a $310 million

3          6/13/13 - STATED - SPEECHES

4    budget gap.  That number, 310 million,

5    will sustain the schools in their current

6    state just as they are right now.  But

7    what the other conversation that I think

8    many of us are eager to have is -- and we

9    haven't heard it yet from the District --

10    is how much money is really needed to

11    provide a better quality education to all

12    of our students.  We've heard about music

13    instruction and different things that are

14    happening in different schools, but it's

15    not happening in a lot of schools.

16              Every Friday I spend a large

17    portion of my day in schools in my

18    district, and I can tell you that they're

19    without nurses, they're without

20    counselors, they're without libraries.

21    Forget about a librarian.  There are a

22    lot of things that they're dealing with

23    right now in neighborhood schools

24    primarily.  So if you have a school that

25    I would say is in the hood, chances are
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1    you don't have a lot of these particular

2    items available to you.  You don't have

3          6/13/13 - STATED - SPEECHES

4    art instruction already.  You don't have

5    music instruction already.

6              And so that being said, I think

7    we need to have at some point a shift in

8    the conversation to not just closing a

9    budget gap, but what about providing a

10    better quality education.

11              (Applause.)

12              COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Because

13    what we're talking about right now is

14    just closing a budget gap.  We're not

15    talking about providing an excellent

16    education to all of our young people, and

17    I think that that's something that we

18    need to circle back to and have the

19    District provide us with the information

20    we need so that we can keep that on the

21    table.

22              Thank you.

23              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24    Thank you, Councilwoman.  And I

25    anticipate that there will be significant
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1    conversation over the next couple of

2    months between members of this Council

3          6/13/13 - STATED - SPEECHES

4    and the members of the General Assembly

5    and members of the Administration on how

6    we get to that.  Thank you.

7              The Chair recognizes Councilman

8    Jones.

9              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

10    Mr. President.  We spent a lot of time

11    here, so I'm going to be very brief about

12    this.  We're running out of runway.  I'm

13    ready to vote.  I mean, we should not be

14    pointing fingers.  If nothing else I

15    heard in the comments, that our children

16    don't care whose fault it was, is or will

17    be.  What they care about is a future for

18    themselves.

19              My grandfather benefited from a

20    good Central High School education, my

21    father Overbrook, my mother West

22    Philadelphia.  And when they graduated,

23    they had something that they could

24    provide a living for themselves and their

25    children.
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1              Our children are owed the same

2    thing.  We shouldn't be always talking

3          6/13/13 - STATED - SPEECHES

4    about what's the minimum we can do.  And

5    at the end of the day, whoever's fault it

6    was, we should not be balancing the books

7    on the backs of our children.  That is

8    wrong, and we need to step up.

9              Whatever Harrisburg does, you

10    know, they're going to have to live with

11    their consciences about, but while on our

12    watch, we cannot let public education as

13    we know it fail.  And we have not for the

14    last six budgets, nor do I anticipate in

15    this budget we will let our children down

16    again.

17              Thank you, Mr. President.

18              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19    Thank you, Councilman.

20              (Applause.)

21              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

22    Chair recognizes Councilman Oh.

23              COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you very

24    much, Mr. President.  I thank

25    Councilwoman Blondell Reynolds Brown for
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1    bringing up the flyer.  I really just

2    want to explain that I distributed it

3        6/13/13 - STATED - ADJOURNMENT

4    because we as a body and the

5    Administration have made a strong effort

6    to go into every nook and cranny of

7    Philadelphia to ensure that even those

8    who don't speak English, who aren't

9    really aware of what's going on are

10    appraised of their rights and know about

11    the tax relief that's out there.  And so

12    in different languages, in different

13    efforts, it's really the work of our body

14    as a whole.  And certainly for any of the

15    things that we do, I really appreciate

16    our Council doing that type of thing.

17              So thank you very much.

18              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19    Thank you, Councilman.

20              And with that, I'd like to

21    recognize Councilwoman Brown for a motion

22    to adjourn.

23              COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,

24    Mr. President.  I move that Council stand

25    adjourned until Thursday, June 20th, 2013
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1    at 10:00 a.m.

2              (Duly seconded.)

3        6/13/13 - STATED - ADJOURNMENT

4              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It

5    has been moved and properly seconded that

6    the Council stand adjourned until

7    Thursday, June 20th, 2013, 10:00 a.m.

8              All those in favor?

9              (Aye.)

10              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11    Those opposed?

12              (No response.)

13              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

14    ayes have it.  Council shall stand

15    adjourned.

16              Thank you all very much.

17              (Stated Meeting adjourned at

18    2:10 p.m.)

19                  - - -

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1

2

3

4                 CERTIFICATE

5          I HEREBY CERTIFY that the

6 proceedings, evidence and objections are

7 contained fully and accurately in the

8 stenographic notes taken by me upon the

9 foregoing matter, and that this is a true and

10 correct transcript of same.

11

12

13

14

15 --------------------

16 MICHELE L. MURPHY

17 RPR-Notary Public

18

19

20

21          (The foregoing certification of this

22 transcript does not apply to any reproduction

23 of the same by any means, unless under the

24 direct control and/or supervision of the

25 certifying reporter.)
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