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COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Good afternoon. | now note that
t he hour has cone.

M. Varghese, will you
pl ease call the roll to take
attendance. Menbers that are in
attendance will please indicate
that they are present when your
nane is called.

THE CLERK: M nority
Leader Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Present.

THE CLERK:

Counci | nrenber Bass.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Present .

THE CLERK:

Counci | mrenber G I nore R chardson.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:

Counci | mrenber Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Present.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you. A quorum of the
Commttee is present and this
hearing is now called to order.
This is the public hearing of the
Committee on -- of the Commttee on
People with Disabilities and
Speci al Needs regardi ng Resol ution
No. 250753.

M. Varghese, wll you
pl ease read the title of the
resol ution.

THE CLERK: Resol ution
No. 250753, authorizing the

Commttee on People with
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Disabilities and Special Needs to
hold a hearing on the Cty's
progress preparing to acconmodate
I ndividuals with disabilities for
the historic programm ng taking
place in 2026 in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, M. Varghese.

| will start off with
sone remarks. Good afternoon, and
thank you all for being here today
for this public hearing of the
Committee on People with
Disabilities. This year we are
cel ebrating the 35th anni versary of
the signing of Arerican with
Disabilities Act. The ADA
prohi bits discrimnation and
segregation in public places and it
Is won by a novenent of people
fighting to be seen and heard by
their governnent.

America has a |l ong
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hi story of treating people with
disabilities as | ess than human.
For decades people with

di sabilities have been organi zi ng,
educati ng and advocating for fair
treatnment. And while we have nade
sone progress, there is still so
much to do.

Two years ago | led an
effort in Council to change the
Charter to nmake sure the Ofice for
People with Disabilities is
per manent because | know how
Inportant it is to ensure
accessibility is woven into al
aspects of city function. | know
from decades of working wth people
with the disability conmunity that
accessibility in our public spaces
is often an afterthought, if even
considered at all. And | see that
di scrim nati on agai nst people with
disabilities continues to be wdely

accepted in city governnent.
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We woul d never tolerate
a public space that said no wonen
al | owned, no Bl ack peopl e all owed
and yet we frequently tolerate
publ i c spaces that are inpossible
for people with disabilities to
access. The City Hall subway
station is a perfect exanple.

There is no way for soneone using a
wheel chair to cone to City Hall by
subway. City Hall itself is often
chal I engi ng for people who use
wheel chairs to navigate. And while
this isn't one person's fault, we
need to all do better to
proactively maki ng spaces
accessible. That is why this
conversation is inportant.

As a city, we are
spending a ot of tinme and a | ot of
noney this year to make sure we are
prepared for the major events of
2026. We are expecting mllions of

visitors and a $2.5 billion
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econom c inpact. W want to be
ready for the spotlight. So we're
I nvesting over 120 mllion in
public funding to prepare. The
energy and excitenment's buil ding,
but many people in the disability
community feel shut out in this
heari ng.

| will be asking is our
City prepared to welcone the 1 in 4
Ameri cans who have sone type of
disabilities, how do we know what
standards are in place to ensure
that our public events are
accessi bl e? Wat safeguards w |l
prevent organi zers fromignoring
people with disabilities, as has
happened many tines before?

I wll also be asking
who is in the roomand who isn't?
And if you are one of the major
entities hosting events in
Phi | adel phi a, you should have

representation in this hearing. |If
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you don't, that's part of the
probl em and we are addressing that
t oday.

By law, city-sponsored
events are supposed to be open to
everyone, including the 1 in 4
amazi ng Anerican adults who have
sonme type of disability. But in
reality, many Phil adel phians with
disabilities find it difficult to
navi gate public spaces and even
harder to hold their governnent
accountable for follow ng the |aw
There is no regul arly-enforced
standards for accessibility and few
consequences for blatantly ignoring
the ADA. That's why | wanted to
hol d this hearing today.

We have an opportunity
this year to do better as a city.
This is a chance to listen to the
voi ces of the people whose |ived
experiences of discrimnation in

our city so we can inprove

Page 8

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on People with Disabilities
10/ 07/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

accessibility for 2026 and beyond.

Oten they are sinple, inexpensive
changes that can make a worl d of

di fference for people with

di sabilities, but we overlook them
because we have not taken tine to

l'isten.

Wth so many people
affected and so nany public dollars
going into preparation for 2026,
the city nust take the tine to
l'isten and respond to the needs of
people with disabilities. Through
this hearing, | hope we w ||
identify where the city is falling
short and what steps must be taken
to inprove accessibility for 2026
and beyond. Thank you.

Are there any ot her
conm ttee nenbers who would like to
make remarks?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:

M. Varghese, will you please cal
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the first panel we have to testify
this afternoon on this resolution.

THE CLERK: WII the
first panel please cone forward?
M chael Newnui s, Adrienne Moore,
Kristen del Rossi and Meg Kane.

(Wtnesses approached
wi t ness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Hel |l o. Good afternoon. Pl ease
state your nane for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

MR. NEWMUI'S: Hell o.
M chael Newmuis, 2026 Director for
the O fice of Mayor Cherelle Parker
and the Cty of Phil adel phia. Good
aft ernoon, Chairnenber Brooks and
menbers of the Conrmittee. M nane
Is Mchael Newruis, Philadel phia
2026 Director, and |I'mtestifying
on Resol ution No. 250753.

Joining nme today are ny
col | eagues, Adrienne Moore,

Executive Director of the Ofice
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for People of Disabilities and
Kristin del Rossi, Streets

Depart nent Conmi ssioner as well as
our peer, Meg Kane from

Phi | adel phi a soccer, 2026. First,
I'd like to thank Chairperson
Brooks for introducing this

i nportant resolution enabling this
heari ng.

2026 will be a major
year for Phil adel phia. And as the
commttee is well aware,

Phi | adel phia wll host a series of
maj or events, including M.B A

Star, FIFA Wrld Cup 26, NCAA March
Madness | eading up to Anerica' s 250
anni versary.

W' ve been wor ki ng hand-
in-glove with these national and
i nternational organizations to
ensure every visitor and every
Phi | adel phia resident wll be able
to participate in and enjoy the

array of 2026 special events. This
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I ncl udes our nost vul nerable
residents and visitors, people with
di sabilities.

Phi | adel phia is hone to
over 280, 000 people who identify as
having a disability. W're talking
about our friends, our neighbors,
our brothers, our sisters and our
seniors. They are intrinsic and
val ued nenbers of our comunities,
essential to the fabric of our
city. That is why I'"'mglad to be
sitting before this conmttee
al ongsi de ny col | eagues to share
what we're doing to ensure al
events, not just in 2026, but
inportantly in every single year,
are accessible for everyone to
enj oy.

Wil e Philadel phia is
the proud host city for a litany of
2026 events, we wouldn't be able to
put on these events, which includes

maki ng them accessi bl e, wi thout the
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i nval uabl e partnership of our event
sponsors and their execution.
Because neither | nor ny coll eagues
at the Gty can speak directly for
the 2026 event sponsors. W may
defer some of the rel evant
questions to the event sponsors if
the commttee asks questions
outside of the city's own
accessibility work.

But | do want to talk a
little bit about the work that the
city is doing for what we're
owni ng. You know, so nuch of 2026,
al t hough we' ve got these mmjor tent
pol e events, is going to be about
spreading the spirit of celebration
across our nei ghborhoods, across
every single Council District.

We're going to host 250
bl ock parties that will be on
supercharge. W're going to have
over 50 community partners

anplifying their events throughout

Page 13

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on People with Disabilities
10/ 07/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Phi | adel phia. That includes sone
of our traditional evergreen events
but al so sonme new ones, and it's so
I nportant that we nake those
accessi bl e.

W are wor ki ng across
t hose partners and our bl ock
captains, offering ADA training to
not just make sure that they can
understand but also a resource to
add accessibility functions. Think
about sensory zones and creating
t hose and activations where we're
havi ng. Thi nk about the sensory-
friendly kits. You nentioned
earlier it just takes a little bit
of touches to nake sonething go a
long way for individuals to really
explore, and that's exactly what
we' re | ooking at.

You know, when | was an
undergrad in college | was a
caregiver to a (inaudible)

par apl egi ¢ and saw firsthand how
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inportant it is and that we're
ensuring that we have this |ens,
and that's why I"'mreally, really,
really excited for today's hearing.

In closing, we cone
before you today to share how t he
city (inaudible) accessibility, but
also to listen and to learn from
our other esteened panelists and
t hose who are offering public
comments | ater today, to hear
firsthand fromtheir experience and
their expectation because their
voices are critical to this
conversation, and of course to
gl ean insights and wi sdom fromthe
menbers of this Conmttee. W |ook
forward to everyone's ideas.

On that note, 1'd |like
to pass it along to ny coll eague
Adri enne Moore who can speak to the
details of the city's accessibility
wor k.  Thank you.

M5. MOORE: Thank you,
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M chael. Good afternoon,
Chai r person Brooks and nenbers of
the Coomittee. M nane is Adrienne
Moore and | amthe Executive
Director of the Ofice for People
with Disabilities. | amtestifying
on Resol ution No. 250753.

As M chael alluded to,
Phi | adel phia's accessibility work
IS not a one-tinme thing. It's not
just for 2026 at the Ofice for
People with Disabilities.
Accessibility is not an
afterthought. It is the foundation
of equity, inclusion and civic
partici pation.

In the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, we believe that every
resident, regardless of ability
deserves full access to public
life, cultural experiences and city
services. Accessibility is not
just a legal requirenment. It is a

noral inperative and a reflection
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of our city's values. In our

of fice, accessibility is not an
option. It is acivil right, a

| egal mandate and a refl ection of
Phi | adel phia's coommitnent to equity
and i ncl usi on.

Qur work is grounded in
federal, state and | ocal |aws that
affirmthe right of every resident
to participate fully in public
life. This includes the Anericans
with Disabilities Act of 1990 and
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.
Toget her these | aws require that
public progranms, services and
spaces be accessible to people with
di sabilities, physically,
programmatically and digitally.

As Phi | adel phi a prepares
to host major public events in
2026, including |arge scale
cel ebrations and cityw de
initiatives, our office is working

proactively to ensure that
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accessibility is enbedded in every
stage of planning and execution.
We are coll aborating across
departnents and with community
st akehol ders to ensure effective
comruni cati on, a wel com ng
environnent for all and to uphold
t he hi ghest standards of universal
desi gn principl es.

Wil e 2026 presents
exciting opportunities, our
comm tnent to accessibility does
not begin or end with high profile
events. Accessibility is a year-
round priority. Wether it's a
nei ghbor hood bl ock party, a public
neeting or a city-sponsored
gathering, we prioritize access for
al | because inclusion should never
depend on the size or visibility of
an event. Together we are building
a Phil adel phia where every voice is
heard, every space is wel com ng,

and every resident can participate
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fully.

The O fice for People
with Disabilities created a best
practice guide earlier this year
for event planners and vendors to
consi der when ensuring ADA
conpliance with special events. It
is a conprehensive guide that is
avai l able on the city's Ofice of
Speci al Events' website. It covers
entrance and parking accessibility,
accessi bl e pat hways, ranps,
restroons, appropriate seating,
si gnage, accessible transportation
options, conmuni cation provisions
| i ke sign | anguage interpreters,
assi stive listening devices and
accessible witten material s.

It al so discusses
training for event staff, ensuring
that food and beverage options are
accessible and that staff considers
accessi bility needs for emergency

or evacuation procedures, break
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areas, rest spaces and nore.
Further, our contracts with city
vendors require those vendors to
conply with the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

Additionally, these are
all permtted events and our
permtting process requires that
vendors certify that they wll
conply with the ADA. W al so
col | aborate with ot her
accessibility offices so that we
can stay abreast of what is
happening in other cities. CQur
office participates with the
Coalition of Municipal Ofices for
People with Disabilities, which is
a group of various cities including
St. Louis, New York City,

San Franci sco and Boston, just to
nanme a few.

W have al ready been
doing this work with partners |ike

t he Eagl es Auti sm Foundati on,
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KultureCity, which is the
organi zati on which qualified us as
a sensory, inclusive city,
Represent ati ve Hohenstein's office
and his Biannual Disability Summt,
Cities of Inclusion, Vision for
Equality, Arc of Phil adel phia and
Tech Aisle, which is the office
within Tenple University as well as
various city departnents, including
the Free Library, Parks and
Recreation, Property and Rebuild.

Tech OM is Tenple's
program It has a lending library
of accessibility equi pnment. Many
residents that contact our office
are referred to this service and it
has vari ous devices avail able to be
borrowed, such as folding canes,
portabl e power chairs and
conmuni cati on devi ces.

We al so have provided
sensory inclusion training to city

enpl oyees, which began in 2023. By
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May of 2025, we had approximately
13, 200 enpl oyees conpl ete the
training which equips staff with
the tools to recogni ze and support
i ndi viduals with sensory
sensitivities such as autism PTSD
or ot her neurodivergent conditions.

W are fostering an
envi ronment that reduces sensory
overload. Qur work with city
departnents is extensive and
ongoi ng and this work serves
residents and the nmany visitors we
expect to cone in 2026. W have
worked with the Fire Departnent to
ensure that when wheel chair users
have an energency and are brought
to the hospital via an anbul ance,
t he wheel chairs do not get left
behi nd and are instead brought to
the hospital with them

We are also working with
the O fice of Innovation and

Technol ogy to ensure that city
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websites are accessible to both
visitors and residents with
disabilities. W have worked with
the Airport, which recently hired
its own accessibility coordinator,
which is fantastic. The Airport is
working really hard to ensure that
visitors and residents have a great
wel cone to our city, whether that's
maki ng sure that people who need
wheel chair assistance to their
flights can get that or making sure
that service aninmals are treated
appropriately in the airport.

Wth our ADA Unit
project in 2023, we worked with
libraries and Parks & Rec to nake
accessi bl e i nprovenents such as
accessi bl e signage and grab bars in
restroons. W also have installed
over 600 accessible signs in City
Hall with raised, tactile and
Braille lettering. Al of these

i nprovenents have increased
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accessibility for residents and
visitors in the city and this is
just sonme of the work the city is
doing to ensure that Phil adel phia
is wel com ng and accessi ble for
everyone every year, not just 2026.

Thank you. That
concludes ny testinony. And now, |
would like to pass it to the
Streets Conmm ssioner Kristin de
Rossi, who can speak to the city's
accessibility infrastructure work.
Thank you.

COW SSI ONER DEL ROSSI :
Good afternoon, Chairperson Brooks
and nmenbers of the Comnmttee. M
nanme is Kristen del Rossi and | am
t he Comm ssioner for the Streets
Departnent. | amtestifying on
Resol uti on No. 250753. The Streets
Departnent is responsible for
ensuring that all public right-of-
way i s accessible to all users.

As such, we review plans
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and i nprove our right-of-way wth
ADA ranps and accessi bl e signals.
As you can inmagine, this is quite a
| arge but inpactful job since
Phi | adel phi a has nore than 2500
m |l es of roadway and over 20, 000
i ntersections. As you have heard
fromny coll eagues, our conmm t nent
to accessibility does not begin or
end at high profile events. W are
wor ki ng hard every day to inprove
accessibility in Philadel phia.

| am pl eased to share
that in Fiscal Year 2025; 1,696
ranps were constructed for a tota
of 2,645 over the past three fiscal
years and our ADA ranp worKk
continues now in FY26. Specific to
preparations for 2026, I'd like to
hi ghl i ght the interagency
coordi nati on occurring to prepare
Lenon H Il to host the FIFA Fan
Festival for the World Cup. CQur

contractor Janes J. Anderson
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Construction Conpany is schedul ed
to begin mlling and paving
operations around Lenmon Hill this
week.

Wwrk will take place
during daytinme hours and mlling is
expected to | ast approxi mately one
week. Once mlling of the streets
is conplete, Anderson will proceed
wi th the bunp-outs and curbline
nodi fications at Sedgl ey and Popl ar
Streets followed by paving and |ine
striping. This work al so includes
t he construction of sidewal ks,
whi ch al so incorporates the
construction of ADA accessible
ranps.

At the same tine,
Streets is coordinating with
Phi | adel phi a Parks and Recreation
to finalize the location of a new
wat er service to the Lenon Hill
area. That work is anticipated to

occur this nonth. Qur goal is to
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conplete the full Streets
Depart nent scope of work at Lenon
HI1l by late fall, allowing tine to
address any punchlist itens before
the end of the year or early 2026.
This type of
coordination is not only for Lenon
HIl, which will see npbst of the
i nfrastructure inprovenents
previously nmentioned, but also for
the sports conplex, Add Cty
| ndependence Mall and all the
nei ghbor hoods cel ebrating the 250t h
anni versary of our nation and the
FIFA World Cup. This also includes
coordinating a transportation plan
between the Gty of Phil adel phi a,
PennDOT, SEPTA, SEPTA Access,
formerly known as CCT Connect, and
all the ridesharing conpanies which
will allow the 2026 events to be
transit-accessible for all who
visit wsh to attend. Thank you

for the opportunity. W are happy
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to respond to questions at this
tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you all for your testinony.

I want to recogni ze the presence of
Majority Leader Katherine G| nore
Ri chardson while we're here.

So | have a few
questions for the panelists, but
before | open up --

COUNCI L\WOVAN LANDAU:
There's another --

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: 1,
2, 3, 4 -- I"'msorry.

M5. KANE: That's quite
all right. No problem Mg Kane.
"' mrepresenting Phil adel phia
Soccer 2026. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify and |'m sure
we'll get right to questions. ']l
go as speedily as possible. FIFA
Wrld Cup is nore than just a
gl obal sporting event. |It's the

cel ebration of soccer's unifying
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power to transcend borders,
cul tures and backgrounds.

As the pinnacle of the
worl d's gane, the tournanment's
gl obal reach carries with it a
responsibility to ensure that the
event is inclusive, equitable and
accessible to all. As we prepare
to welconme the world to
Phi | adel phia for FIFA Wrld Cup 26,
accessibility is the cornerstone of
our operational planning. Wether
it's through physical
I nfrastructure or the distribution
of information, we recognize our
duty to ensure that all individuals
have opportunities to experience
the magic of the World Cup.

I n support of that goal,
Phi | adel phi a Soccer 2026 is
actively engaged with FIFA the
Cty of Phil adel phia, the
Phi | adel phi a Eagl es and ot her key

st akehol ders, to create a wel com ng
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environnent rooted in inclusivity
across all tournanent-rel ated
venues.

At the stadium our
partners at the Eagles are |eading
the way in accessibility
i nnovation, beginning with the very
first fan touchpoints, parking and
entry. Designated ADA drop-offs
and pi ckup zones are | ocated near
key entrances. Conplinentary
wheel chair services are avail abl e
at every gate, with trained staff
assi sting guests throughout their
arrival experience.

Once inside the stadi um
Li ncoln Financial Field offers
conpr ehensi ve accommodati ons,

I ncl udi ng ADA seati ng and

rel ocation platforns on every

| evel, plus a state-of-the-art
sensory roomthat serves as a haven
for individuals with autism or

ot hers experiencing types of
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neur odi versity.

Ext endi ng accessibility
to people with sensory differences,
the stadium al so offers assisted
| i stening devices and cl osed
captioning on LED boards. | wll
al so note that FIFA is exploring
addi ti onal accessibility for the
hearing inpaired for the upcom ng
FI FA Worl d Cup tournanent and has
had sone very good successes in
testing it during Club Wrld Cup.

Thi s planning represents
just one piece of the fan journey,
as the Wrld Cup extends far beyond
the stadium as Conmm ssioner del
Rossi descri bed. Recognizing that
70% of all visitors wll not have a
mat ch ticket, Phil adel phia Soccer
2026 is al so deeply committed to
the accessibility of FIFA fan
Festival at Lenon Hill Park.

Al ongsi de our partners

in city governnment, we're investing
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in the inprovenents to the park,
desi gned to enhance safety and the
overal |l visitor experience.

Upgr ades, which are currently
underway, include the renoval of

exi sting hazardous pat hways, the
construction of new nore accessible
pat hs, the reconstruction of

si dewal ks and the installation of
12 new ADA ranps.

In addition, the city is
resurfacing the streets and
conducting the curb realignnents
that will make intersections safer
for all residents and visitors.
And t he next phase of construction
wi Il also include the build-out of
a new i nclusive playground. CQur
sel ection of Red Rock as our
operational managenment firmfor
FI FA Fan Festival further reflects
our dedication to nmaeking the
tour nanent accessible to all.

Red Rock partners with
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Accessibility Live, an industry
| eader in creating conprehensive
accessibility solution for live
events. Accessibility Live hel ps
event organi zers, venues and
clients create fully ADA-conpliant,
accessi bl e and inclusive event
experi ences.

Together with
Phi | adel phi a Soccer 2026 and Red
Rock Fan Festival | eadership,
Accessibility Live will design
strategies to ensure conpliance
while prioritizing guest
experi ence, safety and efficiency.
Qur shared focus will include, but
is not limted to, assisted
i stening systens, ASL
i nterpretation service, ani nmal
verification, accessible view ng
platforns and seating areas,
dedi cated access centers and guest
servi ces, ADA conpliant restroons,

nobi l ity assistance and shuttle
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services and accessibility training
for event staff and vol unteers.

Each service is designed
to elimnate barriers and enhance
t he guest experience, ensuring
conpliance with the Anericans with
Disabilities Act and ot her
accessibility guidelines. In
concl usi on, Phil adel phia Soccer
2026 and our partners renmain
steadfast in our comnmtnent to
equity and inclusion. As planning
continues to evolve, we remain
focused on delivering a tournanent
that prioritizes accessibility for
all residents and visitors.
Through this work we are not only
preparing to host a Wrld Cup, we
are building a | egacy of inclusion
that will resonate far beyond 2026
because the beautiful gane bel ongs
to everyone. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:

Thank you all so nuch for your
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testinony. | have a few questions
for the panelists before | open it
up for questions to ny fellow
commttee nenbers. And | hope al
you feel free to chine in, in any
way on these questions.

But | want to start just
SO0 you guys can have a clear
understanding why this is so
inmportant to ne, and I'mgoing to
open it up, just use hands, no
wor ds, have you ever taken a group
of young people out in the city of
Phi | adel phi a?

(Hands rai sed.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Have you ever taken a group of
young peopl e out where five of them
have a wheelchair, two of them are
visual ly inpaired, and three have
some other |evel of disability?

(No hands raised.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:

It's not easy currently and | know
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peopl e make the best efforts to do
this, but nme personally |I spent 17
years working with children and
adults with disabilities, and ny
primary job was to make sure young
peopl e had the opportunity to
experi ence Phil adel phia the way I
had the opportunity to experience
Phi | adel phia. So we've been to all
the stadiuns. W' ve been to all
the malls. W've been to fine
dining. W've been to theaters.
Every tine, every tinme we were hit
wth some |evel of a roadbl ock,
even just navigating the sidewal ks.
Has anyone ever gotten
into a wheelchair and tried to
navi gate any buil ding that you go
in frequently? It wll change your
perspective on what ADA is and what
accessibility should ook like in
the city. |[|'ve done it. | haven't
done it yet in this building, but

my eyes are so clear to it | can
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just look at a building and be
i ke, nope, this not gonna work.

That is the |lens that
the folks that are comng to ne are
tal king about. That is the |ens
that I"mentering this conversation
with. And I'mreally excited --
because | think | brought this up
in individual neetings with folks,
and this has been one of ny nunber
one issues since |'ve been el ected
because of the real experience that
|'ve had, so ny questions are
grounded in that for us to nmake
sure that we're hearing for the
folks in the room

And sone of the people
that | just nentioned in these
groups are adults now and they're
in this room so | have a
responsibility to advocate for the
young adults that pushed ne to ny
limts. Anywhere they said they

wanted to go, | had to nmake it
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accessible for themto go and it
was a | ot of heartache and pain
havi ng a bunch of teenagers that
want to do sonething as sinple as
go to a restaurant and they said
it's accessible, and we get there
and we can't get to a table or the
bat hroons they can't get in or they
said it's an elevator but it only
fits certain types of wheel chairs,
and we have to rearrange our whol e
event because what they said was
accessible really wasn't. And |
just want us to be prepared for

t hat pl atform when we cone.

M chael, you talked to a
nunber of folks with disabilities
in our city and many nore will be
comng. And we want to make sure
that our city is really wel com ng
to all Phil adel phians and visitors
that want to enjoy this amazing
year that we're going to have in

our city.
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And | want famlies to
be able to navigate it because |
started with disabilities.

However, if you have a stroller,
that's a nore visible thing. It's
just as bad. | had a double twin
stroller trying to navigate
sonething and it was like, 1'd

rat her not go and we don't want
that to be the case. So with that
in mnd, | just want to kind of
frame that for the question and so
you have a perspective on where |I'm
com ng from

So ny first question is
for Director Mbore. |n your
testinony you nentioned a best
practice guide for city events.
Can you wal k us through the process
for ensuring that city-sponsored
events conply with this policy?
And are there inspections before
the events? Because we've heard

fromconstituents many tines that
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vari ous events that receive city
funding or are put on by the city
are not accessible. And can you
talk to those standards, how those
standards are enforced? G ve us
sone exanple of city enforcenent
agai nst events that have not
conplied with accessibility
st andar ds.

M5. MOORE: Yes. So
Counci | woman Brooks, ny office
wor ks with Special Events with
regards to city events. And
according to the contract that is
used for vendors and event
pl anners, they agree to conply with
ADA. |If there are any vendors that
do not in the event apply these
gui des to the planning process --
well, first of all, in the neeting
with the vendors an ADA plan is
usual |y presented. So that's
nunber one.

| am present for those
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neetings with Special Events. So
we review those plans. And that
could be anything fromthe
platforns that are going to be
utilized or the seating area that's
going to be prioritized for people
with disabilities or the closed
captioning all of that.

|f for sone reason
those plans do not go according to
the original layout for the event,
Speci al Events wll go back to the
vendor to figure out what happened,
why this did not go as planned and
they do have the possibility of not
being utilized again. | mean, the
focus is for all vendors to apply
t he ADA gui delines in planning.

I"'mgoing to pass it to
M chael just to talk a little bit
nore about what m ght happen in the
event that a vendor does not
conply.

MR. NEWMJIS: So the
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O fice of Special Events would
really be the person to enforce
that elenment, which is run by ny
col | eague Jazell e Jones, who's not
presently here. So we could follow
up in witing with the response
fromthat specific |l ens because |
don't want to m sspeak for
Jazel | e' s domai n about what happens
If a specific vendor does not
conply.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: | f
we had a phone call in the event
t hat sonething wasn't accessi bl e,
who do we send it to directly? Do
we send it to you or do we send it
to Special Events?

MR. NEWMII S: O fice of
Speci al Events woul d handl e that.
They handle all the permtting.
They have the right to veto a
permt for a vendor as we just
descri bed who did not conply in the

past. They have the power to issue
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a permt, but they would be the
enf orcenent arm

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Al'so in your testinony, you
referenced a new docunent fromthis
March that establishes a
nodi fication request grievance and
appeal s procedure under ADA. The
docunent enphasi zes t hat
accessibility nodification are not
required if they inpose an undue
adm ni strative or financial burden.
What accessibility actions, if any,
(i naudi bl e) as the city determ ned,
are not required because of undue
adm ni strative financial or other
burdens and what accessibility
actions are under review for the
burden that they can inpose on the
city?

M5, MOORE: Can you
rephrase that question a little
bit?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCGKS:
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Yes.

M5. MOORE: Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  So
for Arericans with Disability Act,
these things are a requirenent, and
the doc is saying that if it poses
an undue adm ni stration or
fi nanci al burden, that you don't
have to conply. And the question
I's what actions have been
determ ned to require undue
adm ni strative, financial or other
burdens that are kind of under
review at this time as a burden to
I npose on the city?

M5. MOORE: Ckay. | do
not know of any specific exanples
that would fall in that category
currently. However, within the ADA
t he undue burden is |isted under
the ADA. Meaning, if the cost is
too exorbitant, if the cost would
bankrupt, for exanple, a business,

if the cost of an accessible
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nmodi ficati on woul d cause a
bankruptcy in a business, then that
woul d be seen as an undue burden.

So there aren't that
many exanples that | could give
within the city that woul d cause an
undue burden. If it's sonething
that financially would be
exorbitant, let's say | can't --
maybe in the mllions where it
coul d bankrupt a departnent, but
other than that it should not cause
sonet hing that could be accessible
for someone to not occur.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
I'"'mgoing to go a little off script
alittle bit. | think ny staff
mght kill me for this, but just
while we here and we're on this
vein I|'mgoing to go. So |'ve
heard that regardi ng Rebuild, sone
of the Parks and Recreation plans
have been changed because of

accessibility issues. So we're
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doi ng actual projects that are not
accessible and is affecting us
bei ng able to use sone of the Parks
and Recreation facilities for even
voting. So |I've heard severa
conpl ai nts about this.

"' m not sure where
that's docunented. | don't know
how true it is. But while we're on
this question that woul d be undue
burden or financial constraints to
a new project that we're investing
mllions of dollars in comunities
where people with disabilities live
and would like to enjoy facilities
and we're elimnating accessibility
for | ocal park or playground, |
don't know how true that is but
this is multiple --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Poi nt of information, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:

M1 hmm
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  As a
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former Chair of Parks and
Recreation, point of information.
So Rebuild did have a nmandate to
ensure that sites net disability
requi rements. Yes, that is true
and then sone. So we continue to
nonitor and pay attention to that.
But if you have specific sites in
mnd that you would like for us to
| ook at, particularly if they're
used as polling places or if
they're just used in general by
people fromthe conmmunity, they
shoul d be accessi bl e.

And even | know, under
Sue Sl awson, we've tal ked about and
started thinking about building up,
whi ch is sonething that Parks and
Recreation generally doesn't do in
their sites. They don't want to go
up because they don't want to add
an el evator but that's changing as
well, so that it's even nore

accessible. So --
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COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: Do
you want nme to send a request that

we have about this over to you

or --
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Well, to the Chair or nyself. 1'd

be happy to help out as well. But

| just wanted to nmake that point of
i nformati on.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
kay. |'ll make sure that ny team
sends the exact Parks and
Recreation centers that we had
conplaints that are a part of
Rebuild that the accessibility was
elimnated in the project because
of undue financial burden. | think
there's two or three current
prograns that were nentioned to us.

Okay. This is another
question | have for you. Has the
Ofice of People with Disabilities
recei ved an increase in funding

this fiscal year? And are there
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nore resources that are needed for
you to conplete the work that
you' re doi ng?

M5. MOORE: The Ofice
for People with Disabilities did
not receive funding for this fiscal
year. However, yes, it would be
great to have funding for sone of
the initiatives that we would |ike
to nove forward.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you so nuch for your
testinmony. M next question is for
M chael Newnuis. Wat are your
expectations for the accessibility
for 2026 events in Phil adel phia?
How cl ose are you to neeting those
expectations? And will there be
I nspections of events to ensure
that they conply with the city's
accessibility requirenent? And how
will this be done?

MR NEWMUJS: Certainly,

and | apol ogi ze that ny col | eague
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who is fromthe Ofice of Special
Events is not here, the coll eague
that actually executes on the
actual events and their

I nspecti ons, whose team goes out to
ensure these conplaints, because
it's an inportant question.

"1l say my expectation
for the 250th birthday of America
for Philadel phia is that we do
enbody the spirit of welcom ng
everyone, because wel com ng peopl e
is all people in Philadel phia' s DNA
and it can't be limted to just
individuals. 1t's got to be every
singl e person and neeting every
person where they are.

So I can't speak for the
O fice of Special Events, and | do
apol ogi ze to you that we can't
answer that verbally, but we wll
followup in witing on exactly
what steps are taken through that

of fice to ensure conpliance across.
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But as ny col |l eague nentioned, we
expect vendors to conply with the
contractual obligation. And in
that contract, it's clear we are
expecting that they conply w th ADA
accessibility as guidelines from
the federal governnent. So anyone
that's not neeting the contract,

t hat woul d not be neeting our
expect ati ons.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you so nuch. Qur next
guestion is around the 2026 New
Year Party. WII this event be
fully accessi bl e and what
out standi ng barriers exist to
ensuring it is accessible? 1Is that
still wthin your --

MR NEWWJIS: Sure. W
are contracted with a vendor ESM
Productions that is not newto
this. Their events, whether it was
t he PayPal experience or Made In

Anerica, have all denpbnstrated a
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strong track record of having fully
accessi bl e experiences, full
conpliance with the ADA, and that's
why they have been re-engaged by
countl ess individuals, including
Anbassador Cohen in Canada because
there's a strong track record
there. So based on that track
record and based on the contract,
we fully expect that that event
will neet the standard that has
al ready been laid out.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you. And the other one is, |
believe that FIFA requires the city
to submt a docunent outlining the
city's accessibility planner for
FI FA 2026 events. WII you pl ease
share a copy of the city's FIFA
2026 planning with Council so we
can fully understand and support
the m ssion that you have?

M5. KANE: Yes, |

believe that will be devel oped by
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the O fice of Special Events as our
key partner in this. So we wll
work with themto ensure that
Council is provided with a copy of
that once it's conpleted. It wll
be inforned by the finalization of
the safety and security planning as
wel | and transportation nobility.
So all of that will feed into it.
I think they expect us to have that
provided in Q2 of '26 so before the
tournament, but a little bit closer
to the tournanent.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you. W appreciate your
testinony and efforts to conplete
your project as rapidly as possible
by the end of the fall. One piece
of your testinony is about sensory
friendly spaces, and we've heard
from st akehol ders that they would
| i ke these spaces to include nature
connections, including water sounds

and touchabl e plants. W
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appreciate your foresight in

desi gni ng these spaces. Could you
pl ease i nclude the requested nature
el ements, including the sounds of
wat er and touchable plants; is that
possi bl e?

M5. KANE: | think it
woul d be at the FIFA Fan Festi val
site. W can work with Red Rock
Entertai nment. Qur operational
managenent firm M chael Del bene is
al so our executive producer for Fan
Festival, so we can certainly work
on integrating that in. Wth
regard to the sensory friendly room
at the stadium that would fall
under the purview of the
Phi | adel phi a Eagl es and FIFA. W
certainly can pass that on as a
reconmendati on, but where we can
have active conversations is
related to the Fan Festival.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:

Thank you. W appreciate the
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efforts to encourage ADA training
for block captains to facilitate
the block parties. Wuld you be
willing to include a stakehol der
advocate here in planning and
i npl enenting that training? And
can you mandate that training?

M5. MOORE: Yes, sOo we
woul d definitely be happy to have a
st akehol der involved along with
Speci al Events. And what was the
second part to your question,
Counci | menber ?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
And is the training a mandate --
oh, is it an option or mandat ed?

MS. MOORE: No, it's
mandated. So in order to receive
the | think it's called the gift
pack. M chael, ny coll eague, can
correct me if I'"'mnot right. But
in order for the block captains to
receive that gift pack, they wl

have to conpl ete the training.

Page 55

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on People with Disabilities
10/ 07/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you for that. |[It's nothing
nore frustrating than getting to an
event and you're asking folks a
sinpl e question or where's the
accessi bl e bathroom what is that,
you know. Those are the things
that are so inportant. So thank
you for considering that.

| have a bunch of
questions here so let ne just read
themall off. Mg Kane, Could you
tell us what standards and
requi rements for accessibility are
you follow ng? And has the city
communi cated | ocal | ega
accessibility requirenents to your
organi zation? And what is the
process that you and the city use
to ensure that those standards are
nmet ?

M5. KANE: Sure. So the
Phi | adel phi a Soccer 2026 foll ows

the standards that the Gty of
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Phi | adel phia sets for ADA
compliance. The Gty of
Phi | adel phia is the host. W are
the host commttee. And so, we are
wor ki ng extrenely closely with the
O fice of Special Events, Parks and
Recreation and a variety of
different offices, OIS certainly,
but our standards align fully with
the Gty of Philadel phia and the
enforcenent of those by the city.
COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Before the World Cup cones, we know
that there are going to be
trainings for volunteers and staff.
Trai ni ngs advocates tell us that
havi ng vol unteers and staff trained
on accessibility and how fol ks can
access events, bathroons, parking
and ot her needs is essential.
Advocat es have connected with our
of fice hoping to evaluate FIFA's
training staff progranms in advance

of the World Cup events to help
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ensure the ganes are maxinmal ly
accessible. Wuld you be willing
to neet with sone of the experts we
are hosting today in order to
optim ze a pre-event training?

M5. KANE: Yes, we woul d
absol utely wel cone the opportunity
to neet with those advocates. W
will also carry any of their
questions or concerns to FIFA. The
volunteer training programis
conducted by FIFA and fully by the
organi zation. So while we
facilitate the recruitnment of
vol unteers and the vol unt eer space,
which is right now getting ready to
open next week at the Fashion
District in Philadel phia.

We do not control the
content, per se. But we would be
happy to, one, neet with advocates
and, two, bring forward any
concerns or questions that they may

have to FIFA for integration into
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that. W certainly recognize the
I nportance of maki ng sure that
accessibility and the advocacy for
t hat happens and is part of that
vol unt eer training.

| also know that with
regard to SEPTA, the Fanbassadors
whi ch are of the Phil adel phi a
Visitor Center Corporation and
ot her | ocal volunteer efforts, |
know t hat accessibility is a key
conponent of their training as
wel | .

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you. As we discussed,
st akehol ders have reached out to
our office to inquire as to whether
t hese events will include the
sensory-friendly spaces, including
qui et, calmng areas featuring
nat ural sounds on audi o and
confortabl e rel axati on-based
spaces. These ki nds of spaces can

make all the difference in whether
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soneone prone to sensory overl oad
can join and enjoy an event. WII
you provi de cal m ng spaces for
upcom ng maj or events?

M5. KANE: | can only
speak to Phil adel phia Soccer 2026,
but the FIFA Fan Festival will do
so. And we've al so engaged with
Dr. Wendy Ross of Jefferson to help
us to ensure best practices from
provi ding those types of spaces
froma neurodiversity standpoint.
And again, the sensory-friendly
room at the Phil adel phi a Eagl es
stadiumis already in place.

| believe they are -- it
will likely provide the sane type
of accessibility and areas that
happen during concerts, Eagles
ganes, anything that happens at the
stadium But for FIFA Fan
Festival, we do plan on having
t hose areas avail abl e.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCGKS:
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Thank you so nuch. And I want to
thank all you for your testinony
and 1'mgoing to | eave you with a
pi ece of honmewor k because | don't
remenber your hand went up. GCet a
wheel chai r and navi gate your
wor kspace. The nunber one thing,
if there's no wheelchair in your
wor kspace, you've already failed.

Because we had an event
that one of our staff nenbers
sprai ned her ankle and we had to
figure out how to get her out the
bui l ding and we couldn't find a
wheel chair in this building. So we
have to do better. You never know
when incidents happen and we have
to be proactive, because once you
experience it, it wll change your
life.

Even if you just
navi gate your regular work day in a
wheel chair, it will help you

understand the inportance of
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accessibility for people's everyday
life. So that's the only thing I
ask of each one of you, and you'l
under stand what |'m asking for even
better. Try to navigate out the
l unch in a wheelchair here in the
city of Philadelphia. It's the
scari est experience ever because
these curbcuts are horrible. So
t hank you so nuch for your tine and
your testinony.

Do any of ny coll eagues

have further questions for the

panel ?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: |
do.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
kay.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you so nuch. Thank you so
much for being here. | just have a
few questions. And | apol ogi ze, |
have a 2 o'clock so |I have to | eave

shortly but | just want to say a
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couple of things. So | wanted to
really underscore the Chair's
commentary around how hard it is to
navigate if you're in a wheelchair
or if you have issues in terns of
wal ki ng or being anbul atory.

Anyone who's ever seen
nme on a weekend usually sees ne
wi th soneone who i s sonmewhat
di sabl ed, on a cane, and that's
actually ny sister. So we're out,
you know. She's usually with ne at
events in the evening and soneti nes
on the weekends. And the anount of
fear of falling because the streets
and sidewal ks are so bad and so
difficult to navigate. And so, |
know we' ve done a |ot on that here
inthe city, but we really need to
do so much nore because it's only
when you're in that position as
soneone who i s disabled, or sonmeone
who' s sonmewhat of a caregiver for

sonmeone who i s disabled that you
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can really get a real understanding
of just how challenging it is.

And challenging really
doesn't even begin to underscore
it. It's something that can really
make you fearful to go outside.
You're fearful of crossing the
street. You're fearful -- because
| say, if you re on Gernant own
Avenue, the cobbl estones aren't
laid just right so that you feel
confortabl e wal ki ng through a
crosswal k.

And | al so have had ny
father-in-law who was in a
wheel chair, so |I've done the ganut
in ternms of understandi ng of how
difficult it can be. But | wanted
to say around next year as we get
ready for, you know, Phil adel phi a,
the big wel com ng, so many fol ks
comng into town and just being
tourist-ready in places like

Ger mant own and Chestnut H Il and
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ot her areas where there are those
cobbl est ones, when you cone up, you
know, starting at Gernmantown Avenue
and Broad Street in N cetown, you
know, when you're comng up all the
way up to the top of the hill those
cobbl estones are in bad condition,
but it is a very historic area.

M chael , we know t hat
you have worked with our office and
bei ng so generous to give noney to
Phi | adel phi a Germant own 250 so t hat
we can have activities, we can
entice people to cone to that part
of the city. W don't want
everyt hi ng downt own. Downtown is
great, but we want Uptown too. W
want to see sone fol ks cone through
and see Phil adel phia's history and
see all that we have to offer

And so, to do that we
really need to ensure that they can
navi gate those streets and we need

to understand how difficult it is
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as it stands right now. And so,

we' ve done a |l ot around 88 curbcuts
here in the city. That's great,

but it's no good if you can't

navi gate the si dewal k.

And so, | use that as a
particul ar exanple for a young | ady
who's in nmy district and who has
significant disabilities and needs
to be pushed in a wheelchair by a
parent and they can't navigate the
sidewal ks. So it alnost is like it
traps themin their hone where you
al nost can't get out because you
can't even get down a bl ock, you
can't go around the corner, you
can't really be any place that you
m ght want to be.

And beyond that, the
ot her issue we have, and | don't
see the Parking Authority here, but
when we tal k about folks with
disabilities, we | eave out the

Par ki ng Authority way too often,
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because si dewal k parking just
drives ne insane. The |ack of

consi deration for people parking on
si dewal ks and not recogni zi ng that
sonebody can't get down the

si dewal k because you put your big
ole SW up on the curb, you know,
sonet hi ng has to happen with having
the Parking Authority engage and

t hi nki ng about it as an issue from
the di sabled comunity, fromthose
who have disabilities.

So | say all that to say
that I'"m |l ooking forward to seeing
how we' re going to nmake sure that
Phi | adel phia is a place that can be
navi gated by everyone when it cones
to next year and |I'mcertainly
willing to lend ny assistance in
any way possible. So thank you so
much.

MR NEWMJI S: Thank you.

M5. MOORE: Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
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Thank you. First, | want to thank
the Chair for hosting this neeting.
| think this conversation is
essential. It is unfortunately one
of those issues, Chair Brooks, that
we have to bring to the forefront
because of our past history where
we don't have the confidence and
the trust that these issues have

al ready been taken care of, and
that's kind of where | want to
start.

And this focus between
you and our col |l eague |sai ah Thonas
of just focusing on 2026 and naki ng
sure that it's accessible for al
IS so essential. 1've been doing
this work for a long tinme as well
working nore in the conpliance
area, making sure that the city is
open and wel com ng for everybody
t hroughout our very, very diverse
disability conmmunity.

This is certainly people
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who use wheel chairs and ot her
anbul atory devices, but it's also
for fol ks who have vision concerns
or variety of other disabilities
and we need to nmake sure that we're
seeing the full spectrum And
that's why it's so great that this
roomis packed with experts who are
not only people living with
disabilities, but also fol ks who
are advocating for them or people
with disabilities who are advocates
as well. So they're the experts.

| can't wait to hear
fromthem But before you guys go,
| have sonme questions for you. |If
you' ve been doing this for a | ong
time, you'll see it's always
surprising that each year we're
barely building on what we've done
before. W correct things of the
past .

| remenber when our good

friend Chuck Horton back there was
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the head of the Ofice of
Disabilities. H's job was to go
out and neasure doorways at the rec
centers to see whether or not they
were | arge enough. That shoul d not
have been his job. W needed to
figure out very quickly that our
doorways needed to be extended and
just doit. It is nmuch easier.

Agai n, the gains have
been very small and very
incremental. And | feel like this
nmonment in time we keep talking
about is a tine where we can
transform Phi | adel phia so that we
make adjustnents that are not just
for next year in 2026 but that they
really, really support all of our
communi ties going forward.

So one question that's
al ways gotten to ne that | have to
ask you about is really
coordi nation, not just coordination

of all of your efforts, but of
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everything having to go into 2026
and whether it's streets and FI FA
and whatnot, but very inportantly
al so coordi nation of other

devel opnment and construction that
is going on in the city at the sane
time.

W all knowit is
illegal to block all four corners
of a crosswal k with construction,
construction, construction,
construction. But what will happen
i n Phil adel phia, certainly in the
past, maybe not as nuch now, we go
t hrough a boom everybody starts
bui | ding and you can't cross the
street.

It is inpossible for
folks to navigate the streets and
it isillegal, it's wong and it's
al ways just taken a little bit of
coordi nation to nmake sure that we
know what's happeni ng, that we know

the north side of the street is
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bl ocked off so let's nake the south
side very accessi bl e.

One of ny concerns is as
we start to focus on 2026 and
bui |l ding up there, that we're not
payi ng attention to the other
projects that are happening. And
so, who is going to oversee the
coordi nation of everything that's
happening in Center Cty and in all
of our nei ghborhoods to nmake sure
that our streets and sidewal ks are
accessi bl e? That's question nunber
one.

COW SSI ONER DEL ROSSI :
Thank you for your question.
Streets Departnment is actively
nmonitoring the permts and projects
that are happening within the city
and we are taking a conscious
effort to making sure projects get
done i n advance of other projects
that are comng in. W are

definitely nonitoring that.
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COUNCI L\WOVAN LANDAU:
Excellent. And then | want to go
back to the penalties again. |'m
sorry. | do know we are putting
out best practices. W tell folks
what the law is, what they have to
do and then there'll be bad actors
who don't follow the | aw

Whose responsibility is
it to make themfollow the |aw,
whi ch woul d be they have choi ces?
If they don't follow the |aw,
there's consequences. \Wose
responsibility is it and what are
t he consequences?

COW SSI ONER DEL RGCsSI
Streets Departnment has inspectors
i n our highway districts that
actively look at permts that are
gi ven out throughout the city of
Phi | adel phia. And anyone who is
not working wthin their permt
limts, they are issued a violation

dependi ng on what they're obscuring
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and what their permt allows them
to do.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you. Wiile we're on the
subj ect, one of ny favorite
subjects | bring up to you all the
time is the mlling of the street
versus the repaving. Are you
getting any closer to closing that
gap? So we don't have a mlled
street where it gives a 2-or-nore
inch drop fromthe sidewalk to
actually repaving. | know you're
working on it and | appreciate that
so nuch, but we've got to close
that gap and have it happen faster.

COWM SSI ONER DEL RCSSI :
Yes, we're definitely closing the
gap. W're getting there. This
year | believe we did a little bit
better at -- but | do know what
you' re tal king about with the |ong,
extended periods of tine between

mlling and paving. But we are
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actively working on closing that
gap and actually beating our goal,
if we could possibly do that one
day.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: |
t hi nk you tal ked about having the
sane conpany up near Lenon Hill
both m |l and pave.

COW SSI ONER DEL ROCSSI :
Yes.

COUNCI LMOVAN LANDAU:  |I's
that hel pful? It's the sane
conpany. They could al nost cone in
behi nd t hensel ves.

COWM SSI ONER DEL ROSSI :
They do. They sonetinmes -- it
could be a little easier when it's
the sanme conpany because then we
don't have to coordi nate between
two different contractors. They
can mll and then they can junp
right in and pave right after
they're done mlling and we don't

have to do the coordi nati on between
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two other conpanies. It just so
happens to be that's who we have on
contract.

COUNCI L\WOVAN LANDAU:
kay. And then a little bit shift
back to -- thank you for that.
Appreciate that. [I'mstill rooting
for youu W can do this. Going
back a little bit nore just to 2026
in general. W' ve got |ots of
anbassadors. W want to nmake sure
all of them know about every
accessibility area or protection we
have for folks. W need to nake
sure that there's not just porta-
potties on the street, that there
are accessible ways to go to the
bat hr oom

We have to nmake sure
that there's clear signage for
folks in a variety of ways. Wat
Is the expectation of how peopl e
will receive materials? Is it a

witten panphlet? 1Is it an app?
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How are people going to know how to
navi gate Phil adel phia for all of
these festivities?

MR NEWMUIS: You can --
| can --

MB. KANE: We'Il junp in
together. So from a Phil adel phi a
Soccer 2026 perspective, wayfinding
is a critical conponent of our
pl anni ng efforts throughout the
city. And that wayfinding wll be
informed by a variety of different
things. One will be accessibility
and will also be part of what the
volunteer work will be, that there
w |l be those that are able to --
it won't just be reliant on
signage. It will also be people
who are either vocalizing, can be
abl e to speak multiple | anguages.

We are obviously going
to inform sone of our wayfindi ng
and sone of our planning around

when we find out which teans are
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comng froma linguistic
standpoi nt, but from an
accessibility standpoint we wl|
al so layer that into the
wayfinding. That will go into

t hat .

And fromt hat
perspective, the wayfinding is
sonet hing that we will have very
much t hroughout the city because we
wi Il be noving people to and from
SEPTA and public transit. W wl]l
al so be noving themto and from
Lenron Hill. And then how to nove
peopl e, you know, as | |like to say,
this is an and-both endeavor.

So if you are here for
soccer, we also want you to go to
the historic district. W want you
to go out to the nei ghborhoods. W
want to, you know, nmake sure that
there's ways that we can do that.
Accessibility is rooted in that

wayfinding. To how we are arm ng
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the volunteer core, again that |ies
with FIFAin terns of what they
wi |l have.

| believe though that
from a Fanbassador standpoint -- |
won't speak for Kathryn Ot Lovel
and her team-- but from
Fanbassadors and SEPTA, | believe
there's a lot of online resources
that are provided, and certainly we
are eval uating as Phil adel phi a
Soccer 2026 how to suppl enent that,
but not reinvent the wheel.

MR, NEWMUJI S: Yeah. And
I think based on that question
goi ng back to Phil adel phia 250 and
prioritizing even sone of the
I nperson trainings that we're
doi ng, although I won't speak for
them to make sure that this is a
| ens. But obviously the city al so
I ncl udes across different
departnents, whet her Special Events

or Airport, Know Before You Go
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resources and press rel eases that
we're turning out and including on
phi | a. gov.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
kay. Not sure | fully got the
answer. | would just -- anything
in witing needs to be fully
accessi ble to fol ks and anyt hi ng
digitally also needs to be fully
accessi bl e as well.

M5. KANE: Fully
under st ood.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Ckay. And the last thing, if you
haven't taken the Chuck Horton tour
of this one yet either, nake sure
you take the tour of the SEPTA bus
that is down underneath 12th and
Mar ket where people get to practice
getting on the bus. They can
practice getting on the bus with
their wheel chair. They can
practice getting on a bus if they

are cautious for whatever reason.
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There's a lot of things that they
can do down there that will get
themready for the big experience.
Thank you so nuch.

M5. KANE: Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you. Thank you so nuch to
this panel for participating and we
| ook forward to continue to work
t oget her.

MR NEWMUI S: Thank you
for your | eadership.

M5. MOORE: Thank you.

M5. KANE: Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Are there any ot her questions from
the commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you. M. Varghese, will you
pl ease call the next panel to
testify on the bill.

THE CLERK: W/ I nenbers

of Panel 2 please cone forward,
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Vi cki Landers, Yvonne Hughes and
Dol ores Brown Waters.

(Wt nesses approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Good afternoon to this panel.

Pl ease state your nanme for the
record and proceed with your
testinony. Vickie Landers.

MS. LANDERS: Good
afternoon. M nane is Vicki
Landers and | use she/they
pronouns. |'ma proud disabl ed
Phi | adel phi an, a nonprofit | eader
of Disability Pride Pennsylvania, a
di sability advocate and soneone who
regul arly tends and organi zes
community events in the city.

Thank you to
Counci | woman Kendra Brooks for
allowing ne to speak here today. |
just want to say |'myvery
di sappoi nted that Special Events

didn't bother to show up today.
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But |'m here today not just to talk
about one event, but to tal k about
a pattern, a deeply rooted issue in
how the city continues to disregard
accessibility in public life,
especially at the city-sancti oned
events.

Let's start with one
recent exanple, the Christnas
Village in Center Cty. Every year
D lworth Park and LOVE Park are
transfornmed into a festive
mar ket pl ace filled with lights,
musi ¢, vendors and hol i day cheer.
And every year it is blatantly
i naccessi ble. The uneven ground
and oversi zed cabl e covers nmake it
a nightmare for anyone using
nmobi l ity device.

Booths are often too
high to reach or too cranped to
approach. There are no cl ear
navi gati on for blind- or |owvision

attendees, and little to no
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accessi bl e seating portable.
Portabl e restroons are not

ADA- conpl i ant and no adequat e

si gnage for accessible restroom
areas. But these are not m nor
oversights. These are barriers,
literal and figurative, that
prevent people with disabilities
fromparticipating fully in the
city life.

This is not just about
one event. This is about the
city's systemc failure to enforce
iIts own accessibility policies.
|'ve been through the city's event
pl anni ng process, and the truth is
accessibility is not even a part of
the conversation. There is no
requi red accessibility plan, no
checklist, no nechanismfor
proactive inclusion. 1It's not even
an afterthought. It's just absent.

It's not the fault of

i ndi vi dual organi zers. That
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failure sits squarely on the City
of Phil adel phia. By not enbeddi ng
accessibility into the event
application and approval process,
the city is effectively giving
perm ssion for exclusion. You
can't expect inclusion if the
foundation isn't built to support
it. The responsibility does not
and should not fally(sic) sale --
fall solely, sorry, on event
producers. This is a system c issue
and the systemstarts at Gty Hall.
| f food trucks can be
fined or shut down for health code
vi ol ati ons, why are event producers
allowed to violate accessibility
standards year after year with no
consequences? This sends a
danger ous nessage that disabl ed
people are not the priority, that
our safety, our dignity and our
right to participate is optional.

Let nme be clear: W are
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not asking for special treatnent.
We are asking for equal access.

And under the Anericans with
Disabilities Act we are entitled to
it. But even beyond | ega
obligation, there is a noral one.
Phi | adel phi a cannot call itself a
city of inclusion while it
continues to allow inaccessible
public events.

If you say we're al
wel come, then make sure that we can
all get through the door or to the
booth or to the stage and to the
bat hroom And as we | ook towards
the Philly 250 cel ebrations in
2026, |1'm deeply concerned. This
will be a major mlestone in the
city's history, a global stage.

But unl ess maj or changes
are made now, Philly 250 wil|
replicate the sane excl usions that
we' ve seen for decades. Right now

there is no clear accountability
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nmechani sm ensuring that city-
sponsored events neet ADA
standards. Accessibility remains
an afterthought, not a foundati onal
requiremnent.

And if that doesn't
change, Philly 250 will not be a
celebration for all. It wll be
anot her m ssed opportunity, another
exanpl e of ableismin action. W
need change and we need it now.
l"murging Cty Council and the
Mayor's Office to take the
foll owi ng actions:

Enforce the city's
exi sting accessibility policies,
make accessibility a core
conpliance issue, not a suggestion.
Two, conduct onsite accessibility
I nspections at permtted events,
such like they do for health and
safety inspections. Three, require
accessibility audits | ed by people

with lived experience, not just
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consul tants.

Four, deny and revoke
permts for events that do not neet
accessibility standards full stop.
And five, ensure that planning for
Philly 250 includes the disability
community | eadership from day one,
not as an afterthought and not as
t oken advi sors.

The soci al nodel of
disability rem nds us we are not
di sabl ed by our bodi es or m nds.

We are disabled by the barrier
society puts in front of us, by the
stairs where there should be ranps,
by the silence where there should
be captions, by the | ack of
I nvest nent where there should be
Intention and care. Access iS not
a privilege. It is a civil right.
| urge you to take
responsibility as | eaders. Review
and enforce accessibility policies,

require audits, involve disabled
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peopl e in planning and oversi ght,
make access non-negoti abl e, nake
your event successful because
they're not, and I include
everybody in that.

So | leave you with
this: If your version of One
Philly, A United Cty does not
i ncl ude di sabl ed people, it's
nei ther one Philly or united and
it's not the Philly we deserve.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you so nmuch for your
testi nony.

The next person pl ease
proceed. State your nane for the
record and proceed with your
testinony. Yvonne Hughes, yes.

M5. HUGHES: MWy nane is
Yvonne Hughes and | am an advocat e,
activist, Mnister, teacher and |

wear a few other hats. One of the

Page 89

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on People with Disabilities
10/ 07/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

things | just nore or less wll

pi ggyback, as Vicki said a |ot of
things, I'"'malso a blind individual
and | get a lot of conplaints, and
| mainly talk about a | ot of things
with the streets because they were
tal king about that earlier.

And | get the calls.
When a ot of our individuals --
when they're working on the street
and they put the barriers up, they
cannot get to the pavenent. And
when they can't get to the
pavenent, the bus driver don't
check to make sure. They drop them
off. And then that person that is
blind has to find their way back to
where they can be safe.

And | heard soneone say
earlier about the streets and the
different things that are going on.
When you are a visually-inpaired
person, when you're in a

wheel chair, when there's trash,
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when the sidewal k is not even, when
it rains and that conpliance piece
was not put in and the sidewal k

fl oods, then the wheelchair has to
find anot her way because they did
not get with the conpliance people
to find out how nuch they needed to
do to make sure that that sidewal k
was put in properly.

And a lot of tinmes --
and | heard a |l ot of things that
went on today and they tal ked about
the different events. A lot of
events we don't go to because
they're not in conpliance. And
then when you try to get to a
certain place, there is no one
hel pi ng you because they feel they

shouldn't. So nobst people don't

go.
| went to the

Horticul tural -- they had

sonething. It was the Cherry

Festival. Well, first of all the
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truck, they wouldn't let us in.
And then they wanted us to wal k
al rost two bl ocks to get up there
to the Horticul tural building,

whi ch was right off from

Mont gonery, but they woul d not
nove. And we had to actually cal
managenent to cone and help us to
get in and. And it wasn't

accessi ble. They just decided,
they said, no, you have to wal k.

So if you think
sonetimes where a lot of us wth
disabilities don't participate,
it's because we don't feel that you
want us to participate because it's
not accessible. And then when the
flyer conmes out and they invite you
to an event, it doesn't say on that
flyer that they're asking you to be
a part of it. You have to usually
| et them know that you have a
disability, are you accessible, are

you goi ng to have cl osed capti on,
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Is there going to be an interpreter
there. That shoul d be done
automatical ly.

Any tinme the event or
anything that's bei ng done, we
shoul d be included. Mbdst of the
time we're not included. | don't
know how many individuals with
disabilities that are part of the
panel, that are comm ttee peopl e,
that take a place. Wen do they
offer us a spot? You know, you
al nost have to prove sonething
every tine you apply.

| help individuals wth
enpl oynent. And nost of the tine
I f they put you in an enpl oynent
position, it's either cleaning,
wi pi ng off the tables, picking up
the trash but they never sit down
and say what would you like to do.
Are we included in the planning?
No. Are we invited to the table?

No.
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The only tinme, they say
we need volunteers. And nost of
the tinme us with disabilities,
we're going to volunteer because we
like to be a part of things, not
apart fromthings. Just because we
have a | abel, we are not disabl ed.
W want to be able to be a part --
and | hear 2026 that's com ng up,
but it's been going on for so nmany
years, that when does it stop,
because the Cty of Brotherly Love
and Sisterly Affection does not
al ways exist and |'ve been here all
nmy life.

So I'mreaching out and
talking to our Cty Council.
Because nost of the tine the only
time you hear fromthe Council, and
it's comng up again, is voting
time. Wen it's tinme for soneone
to nove from whatever position they
may be in, then it changes. And

soneti nmes when you go to the office
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and you ask and it's Constituent
Services, they do not know how to
work with individuals with
disabilities. And we usually have
to go a roundabout way.

| go into the court
system They have ADA
coordi nators. Lawers, people
don't even know t hat ADA
coordinators exist in our city that
are here to support. But | wonder
how many of us, even in our
of fices, have reached out to our
ADA coordinators to nmake sure that
the things that they're doing they
are in conpliance.

We get tired of every
ti me sonething cones up we've got
to get in touch wwth the Ofice of
Cvil Rights, whichis in
Phi | adel phi a or go back to soneone
el se and say, did you reach out to
the Disability Ofice of

Pennsylvania. |It's always we don't
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get the due process until we decide
that we want to press charges or
sonet hi ng.

And | think sonetines we
just forget, disabled does not nean
that you're unable. But if we're
never given the chance to do
anything, to be a part of
sonet hing, you will never know.

And they tal k about the wheelchairs
and different things. Do you know
how hard it is to get into Gty
Hal | ?

My para transit didn't
know Nort heast corner so she didn't
know where to drop nme off. The
last time I was down here ny CCT
Access | eft ne because they didn't
know where anything was. So when
we' re tal king about accessibility,
transportation is a big problem
because City Hall, you got to ride
around City Hall, but either way

you're still going to be let off in
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the street because there's no
accessibility to get into this
bui | di ng, unl ess you get dropped
off in the street. They bl ock the
traffic. Then they wal ked around.

So I just want to nake
sure -- and we're |ooking --

Phi | adel phia can be a great place.
|'ve been here all ny life. | have
great-grandchildren that are here.

| was raised here, went to school
here. Wen is it going to support
t hose of us that have disabilities,
offering us the jobs and not al ways
goi ng outside to get the people?
You have people right here in this
city.

So ny concerns, and |
heard a | ot of things, and being
repetitive is to make sure those of
us with disabilities that we are at
the table, that you really know how
it hurts when we can't get our

transportation together. It hurts
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when we can't get the jobs that we
need.

When all of those things
that are comng up for 2026, nake
sure that we are considered for the
job, for the place and nmake sure
because you won't have to keep
goi ng back rebuilding if you start
out right fromthe begi nning.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you so nmuch. Next person
scheduled to testify you.

M5. BROMN WATERS: CGood
afternoon. | am Dol ores Brown
wat ers. Thank you for having ne.
['"'mthe nother of two. | have a
24-year-old autistic daughter and
anot her one that's in college at
the nmonent. So |'mhere to talk
about or give ny testinony on the
city and its failure to nake people

wth disabilities confortable
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navi gating through the city and
attend speci al events when they
occur and whet her they are
confortable to attend.

The city has failed ny
daughter and other individuals with
disabilities due to the | ack of
presence of officers, especially
officers that | ook |ike her
t hroughout their famly,
transportation industry, whether it
may be riding the trains or buses.
That's what she |oved to do.

She used to love to ride
them but nowis afraid to ride
anywhere, especially by herself. |
can include nyself in this
situation as well due to the |ack
of accommmodati ons for individuals
who have -- that's nmy thing right
there, ny rollator -- or other
forms of equi pnment that help us
nove better and to get around.

There's not a | ot of

Page 99

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on People with Disabilities
10/ 07/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

pl aces that have elevators or if
they do, it's too far so feeling or
being safe is a big issue. Now, as
far as all the activities the city
has with different events, there's
nothing in place to accommodate ny
autistic daughter in particular
fromthe | oudness, |ike a sound box
to help her feel that she could be
a part of the activities and not
feel intimdated or scared.

There's al so no
accommodations for it being too
crowded so she can breathe or not
feel claustrophobic. She |oves
people. She |oves to be around
people. But sonetines it can be a
little bit too nmuch. So there's no
separate places that she can be and
fill out in the industry of this
Phi | adel phia city.

There's no speci al
sections, no earlier tines that be

set aside for arrival. These are
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just sonme of the issues that | just
wanted to address to you. And |
appreciate you all for letting ne
give ny opinion. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you so much for your
testi nony.

| think the court
reporter needed a break. Five
m nut es?

COURT REPORTER:  Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Al right. W're going to take
five mnutes real quick for her to
take a break and then proceed.
Thank you so much.

(Brief recess.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Can we have the | ast panel cone up
for questions real quick and then
we' |l nove onto the next.

Vi cki Landers, Yvonne
Hughes and Dol ores Brown Waters. |

thi nk she went to the restroom --
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there she is.

(Wtnesses approached
wi tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you. Good afternoon, |adies.
So I'mgoing to ask one question
out to this panel and either al
three or whoever feels best to
answer it. That's perfect.

So we' ve heard fromthe
Adm ni stration and event host about
their plans for 2026. Are there
areas that m ght have been m ssed
or touched on that you would Iike
to discuss further about what the
city is mssing at this tine?

M5. HUGHES: | really
think that they should learn to
bring us to the table. You know,
we have these type of things right
here right now, public hearing, but
it starts before the public
heari ng, you know. | heard

different things with Streets. How
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many people with disabilities have
you tal ked to one-on-one? Before,
a lot of these things for 2026 cane
up. Is there sone planning with us
at the table because | would |ike
to see and I don't see a |lot of
t hat ?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you so much

M5. BROMWN WATERS: Yes,
basically just having even a
separate section that allows
anybody with disabilities that need
that extra space, because, |ike you
sai d, wheelchairs, rollators and
all that kind of stuff, you can't
be that crowled because you can't
get through if you don't have
enough space to get through, so
li ke a separate section. Even for
nmy daughter, for anything that's
| oud noises and stuff, just like a
separate box that can be built.

The city built so many things. |
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know they can build that.

MS. LANDERS: Yes, so
for me I think that when you start
t hi nki ng about what's going to go
on, especially for a huge city
event or city events |ike for next
year, you need to |look at who's in
t he room and nake sure that
everybody in the city, everybody
shoul d be a part of it and there
shoul d be conversations that are
had.

They go out and they
have these conversations around
di fferent nei ghborhoods all the
time, but you should have those to
find out what people in the city,
especially I wll say nost of those
spaces are actually accessi bl e, not
all of them but that way disabl ed
peopl e can voi ce their opinion,
because a Il ot of tines, |ike today,
we couldn't even get in the front

door because the dunb door is
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br oken agai n.

So | just think that
t here needs to be sone prepl anning
to pre-thought of what it is. And
you have a very lively group.
There's over 17% of the comunity
here is disabled in Philadel phia.
Use us. That's what we keep asking
for.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Well, | want to thank you all for
your advocacy and the support and
the partnership in getting this
heari ng toget her and so many ot her
t hi ngs that we've done in the past.

And |I'm going to open up
for questions fromny col |l eagues.
| think Councilman Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
(I naudi ble). There we go. W're
better now. Thank you for com ng
down here today. Like as you said,
we do realize that it is difficult

not only just to get to City Hall
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but to then access City Hall,
especially with only one real
access for people who are not
enpl oyees.

| got a couple just
bri ef questions and then al so |
will definitely commt with ny
col | eague Kendra, if she wants to,
we shoul d be going out in the
nei ghbor hoods and tal king to the
people that |live in that
nei ghborhood with disabilities to
find out how we could help better
coordi nati ng.

| heard Kendra -- I'ma
hi ghway guy so | didn't really
realize that the bunp-outs were not
wor ki ng, right. | thought they
were a |ot better than what we had
had before. But again, this is
2025 and we nmade a | ot of strides
so maybe we can | ook back into
t hat .

In general if you had to
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rate the city's accessibility, say,
from1l to 10 for handi capped
i ndi vi dual s, how woul d you each
rate that?

MS. BROMN WATERS: 5.

M5. LANDERS: So I'l|
start. First, we're disabled
f ol ks.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Di sabl ed. Thank you.

M5. LANDERS: Yes. And
I just want to nmake qui ck comment.
The one corner that you could
really work on is the one across
the street fromyour building. The
one going up to Macy's, people in
wheel chairs could fall over because
it's so steep.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Thank you for that.

M5. LANDERS: Mm hnm
But besides that, | just think that
bei ng out, making sure that we're

at the table, making sure that our
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voi ces are being heard. A lot of
peopl e tal k about that, that table,
i ke bringing people in. But just
because you're at that table
doesn't nean you get heard. And
we' re finding, oh, disabled people
are at the table, but you don't
listen to us. You don't do
anyt hi ng that we ask.

Even t hough nost of the
time we end up having to have
meetings like this so that way we
can discuss it. So | just think we
as a whole we need to do nuch
better job. And far as percentage,
| don't know. Personally, | would
say 40% m ght be hel pful. | nean,
they say that we're nore accessible
than a lot of cities, but that
doesn't say mnuch.

M5. HUGHES: | just
wanted to nmention, and | don't know
if you renmenber that, that the

Ofice of Disabilities put together
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a map. And that map, if you | ook
it up even on our website, you
coul d see how many individuals with
disabilities are in the city and
it's probably nore now, but they're
not even in the parts of this city
that are really good.

It's |ike the housing
that we get is |ow standard,
because sonetines | andl ords take
advantage. So if you really want
to reach out to individuals with
disabilities, look up the map so
that you're in the right
nei ghbor hoods and you're not | ust
randonml y going. Check and see
because they're all over. But you
need to go see what has been put
together by our office to make sure
that you kind of know what's out
t here.

Because a | ot of tines
the biggest piece with

Phi | adel phi a, you're not paying
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attention to us. You're not
listening to us unless sonething
happens or we plan to sit in or we
cone and stand or sit or roll in
front. W have our individuals
that are deaf and hard of hearing
t hat cannot even at tinmes get
interpreters or closed caption.

It always has to be
fighting or can you prove to ne
that you need this, you know. Have
you done -- those of us that have
di sabilities when we have to apply
for equipnment, it has to be an
equi pnent piece that we've already
been assessed for. But if your
assessnment is | ess than six nonths,
you don't have to go back agai n.

But if you haven't had
an assessnent in about a year, now
m nd you your disability didn't
change, but they make you keep
goi ng back for an assessnent | ust

to prove equi pnent that you know
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you need. So | encourage you, you
know, ny percentage, | started to
say 2 because that's how | felt.
But she was nice and she was
better. So | said I'"mgoing with
t hem

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
kay. | appreciate that and |
appreci ate your honesty. And I
apol ogize. | will make sure |I know
that. But we have a bunch of new
menbers so pl ease give us a chance.
W're wlling -- | have an autistic
grandson, you know what |'m sayi ng.
|"mseeing it already. That's why
| was glad to hear you with the
room and stuff |ike that.

That was one of ny other
guestions | was going to ask.
Maybe sonet hing sinple that we
could definitely provide would
maybe the qui et headsets. M
grandson, he has to have that with

himall the time. But | appreciate
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you and your advocacy. Thank you
all.

MS. HUGHES: Can | say
one nore thing?

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Yes, ma' am

M5. HUGHES: | just want
to say sonmething. Each tinme | ride
on ny para transit and they do
sonet hing wong, this is what they
say: You know the driver is new
| ook. So neww |l come in the
begi nning. But after you' ve been
init awiile, you re not new
anynore. Just find out what you
can do to make it better.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Vell, one thing we can definitely
do is get together and neet. So |
agree that if we're going to be
doing this and we want to do it
right, we need to talk to the
peopl e who are dealing with it and

the activists that actually are
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fighting for themon a daily basis.

Thank God we have our
Leader here Kendra Brooks who is
our Chairwoman. She's fromthe
field so she gets it. | think we
got sone good nenbers now t hat get
it. So l'mcomtted. Let's get
it on. Let's make this a regul ar
thing where we're getting -- even
If it's out on a |l ess serious,
maybe that's even better just
getting together to talk and maybe
t he other room the roundtable.

M5. HUGHES: That's
Wor se.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
That's worse?

M5. HUGHES: Sounds bad.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
VWll, we'll find sone place that we
can do it, also that's better
accessi bl e.

M5. HUGHES: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
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Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Al'l right. Thank you so nuch for
thi s panel.

M. Varghese, can you
pl ease call the next panel.

THE CLERK: WI I the
nmenbers of our third panel please
cone forward? Brian Val dez,
Cecilia Thonpson and Representative
Joe Hohenst ei n.

(Wtnesses approached
wi tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Al right. Good afternoon,
everyone. Thank you so nuch to
this panel. Can you please state
your nane for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

M5. GONTEK: Hi. Good
afternoon. 1'd like to thank
Counci | mrenber Brooks and the
Commttee for holding this

extrenmely inportant hearing today.
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As you may have noticed, | am not
Representative Joe Hohenstein. M
nanme is Tara Gontek. | amthe
Chief of Staff for the
Representative. He Is currently in
Harrisburg still fighting for a
budget, so let's hope for the best.

So | amhere today to
read his testinony that he has
provi ded. Madam Chair, thank you
for the opportunity to present
testinony to this conmttee as it
reviews the progress the city is
maki ng to accommodate and provi de
full access to people with
disabilities in our historic
Sem qui ncentenni al cel ebrations in
2026.

| know your work as an
advocate for inclusion, true
i ncl usion, and bel ongi ng for people
wth disabilities in our city. And
| amgrateful to provide ny

perspective on these issues. In ny
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work as a |legislator, | have cone
to recogni ze the contributions that
people with disabilities make to
our society. | believe that
everyone has val ue and worth, and
it is our responsibility to create
and support systens that foster the
growt h of people into full,
contributing and equal citizens.

Provi di ng accommobdat i on
and access is not about charity or
pity. Piss on pity, many of ny
friends in the disability community
say. Rather a focus on creating
systens of access that better neet
the needs of the disability
communi ty hel ps the entire
conmuni ty.

First, people with
disabilities are enpowered and can
fully share their gifts. And
second, the rest of the comunity
often benefits fromthe

I nprovenents in access because
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access is a universal need.

One specific project |
amworking on that | believe nerits
exam nation by the city as it
prepares for 2026 is the
Pennsyl vani a Tech Accelerator. |
serve on the Steering Commttee for
the Accelerator, and we will be
i ntroduci ng | egislation ained at
assessing state governnent systens
of access and recommendi ng changes
so that the need of the entire
comunity, especially those with
disabilities, are the first
consi deration in designing those
systens.

We are exam ni ng
everyt hing from how peopl e can
access the PA Departnent of State
website, to register to vote and
request ballots, to PennDOT
driver's license services, to
career-1linked job postings and

websites for peopl e seeking
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enpl oynent, to traditional benefits
applications in the Departnent of
Human Services. W seek to foll ow
the principle of technology first.
The i dea of making use of the

| at est technol ogi cal advances and
even sone of the old ones, to

i nprove access to infornmation,

servi ces and enpower nment.

Again, | believe it is
essential to approach this work,
the i nprovenent of access and
accommodati on fromthe perspective
of equality. The people for whom
the systens are being designed or
rewor ked nust be at the table to
ensure that the new systens truly
meets their needs.

This nust be done with
an attitude of recognition of
everyone as equal partners in the
wor k, equal ly necessary to conplete
the final vision. | believe that

if the process is a reflection of
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seei ng everyone as equals, then the
final products will also reflect
t hat val ue.

| ndeed t he process can
becone a part of the story. In
2026 when we are on the world
stage, we can show how t o nmake
| arger accessibility inprovenents
to things like transit, housing and
hot el acconmodati on, restaurants
and all of the events and
activities that will be enjoyed by
peopl e comng fromall over the
wor |l d, including our very own 2026
disability Summt at the PA
Convention Center on Cctober 8,
2026.

| f we approach the work
correctly, these events can
showcase a new way to naturally
i ncl ude access and i nprove the
experience for everyone. They wl|
al so showcase the val ue of

respecti ng everyone and cel ebrating
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the gifts and talents of each

i ndi vi dual regardl ess of how they
wal k, roll or nove throughout the
wor | d.

It is nmy hope that the
city and its partners will engage
in this process. | stand ready to
provi de what ever support | can for
my position in state governnment. |
| ook forward to the opportunity to
join in that work with you novi ng
forward. Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you so nmuch for that
testi nony.

MR. VALDEZ: Good
af ternoon, Chairnenber Brooks and
nenbers of the Council. Thank you
for the opportunity to speak today
and thank you for holding this
I nportant hearing. M nane is
Brian Valdez. |'mthe Conmunity

Engagenent Specialist at Inglis. |
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actually amfollow ng in Chuck
Horton's footsteps, at least trying
to.

I nglis has supported our
city's disability comunity for
nearly a century year and a half.
Qur mssion is to enable people
with disabilities and those that
care for themto achieve their
goals and live life to the fullest.
We serve nearly 2000 peopl e across
the state and wi thin Phil adel phia
each day.

Most peopl e know us
because of our skilled nursing
facility, Inglis House, right at
Bel nront and Conshohocken. W have
over 180 people, nostly wheel chair-
users living there. W also
operate 400 accessi bl e housing
units, nost of which are in
Phi | adel phia and then we have a
variety of comrunity services, so

t echnol ogy services enpl oynent and
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honme nodi fication supports.

When | found out that |
was going to testify today, | asked
sone of the people we served what
are their main barriers when trying
to attend city events. These are
sonme of the things that they said.
Nunber one, which has al ready been
nmenti oned several tines,
transportation. Transportation,
transportation, transportation is
key.

It doesn't matter how
accessi ble the venue is. |If people
can't get there, then they are
excl uded. And so, that neans
maki ng sure that there's the
availability of CCT rides, things
i ke that. Because Inglis wll
sponsor trips. W wll bring
peopl e in vans, but other people
use CCT and they want to be
i ndependent, but they just can't

because there's not enough
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availability.

Al so, that neans being
cogni zant of where the drop-off
points for where ride share options
are. Because | know for me going
to the Linc where they drop you
of f, sonetinmes you have to wal k al
the way around the stadiumto get
to the gate, so that can be tough

And t hen you asked
earlier have you ever tried to use
a wheelchair to navigate this
bui | di ng or other buildings. But
anot her question you could ask is,
have you ever tried to reserve an
accessi bl e Uber or rideshare
option. There's just not a | ot of
availability. They cost nore.
Sonetinmes they don't cone at all.
So that's sonething that we all
need to think about, because | can
t hi nk of one person who's got stuck
at different community events just

because there is no rideshare.
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So transportation,
ri deshare and then al so when
t hi nking of seating options, people
i n wheel chairs need space. But
then for soneone |ike nme who uses
crutches, we al so need seating
options. So if it's a buffet or a
reception, where people normally
stand around and mngle or hold a
drink or food, |I can't really hold
that kind of stuff in ny hand so |
have to go | ook for a seat and
sonetines that's separated from
everybody else. So that's
sonet hing al so to consi der.

And t hen they asked,
wel |, what about signage. Signhage
needs to be at varying eye levels
so people in the wheelchairs can
see it and large print. But then
al so for people who are on crutches
have a different perspective and a
different eye level, so nmaking sure

that it's available fromdifferent
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perspectives in large print.

And then al so when
tal ki ng about curbcuts or ranps or
accessi bl e porta-potties, bathroons
when there are | arge crowds, just
nonitoring to make sure that people
aren't bl ocking the ranps, bl ocking
the curbcuts. G ving people
priority who have disabilities for
usi ng accessi bl e bat hroons and
usi ng el evators and ranps. Very
often that gets bl ocked by crowds.

And then when there are
crowds, just also nonitoring and
bei ng cogni zant of giving people in
wheel chairs the ability to nove.
One person told ne he had attended
a concert and he couldn't go
backwards, he couldn't go forward,
he was just stuck because it was so
cr owded.

And then the final thing
"Il say is when there are

accessibility features, nmaking sure
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that they're working, particularly
el evators, things like that. One
person nentioned an el evat or near
Penn's Landi ng that hasn't been
working for a long tinme, so that's
anot her thing we need to be

t hi nki ng about and wor ki ng on.

And then finally, also
considering virtual options for
people that can't travel or can't
find an option for transportation,
are there virtual options that
woul d allow themto interact and be
part of what's going on. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you so nuch for your
testi nony.

M5. THOWSON:  Good
afternoon, everyone. Thank you for
the opportunity to speak this
afternoon. Thank you, Madam Chair

Br ooks and nenbers of the
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Commttee, for holding this very

i nportant neeting. M nane is
Cecilia Thonpson and I wll be
speaki ng based on ny lived
experience as that of now a seni or
who has nobility issues and ny
young nman who is an adult living
with severe autismand severe
sensory i ssues.

As a fornmer nenber of
the School Board for the School
District of Philadel phia, | always
fought for behind the scenes
i ndividuals wth disabilities,
physi cal and neurodi verse because |
feel |ike the neurodiverse
conversation is left out because
you can't see ny son's chall enge.

But nevertheless, it's
nothing |ike |looking at a 5 10"
230- pound man having a neltdown and
trying to make sure that nobody
m st akes his nel tdown for anything

ot her than himoperating in his
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disability. So I'mjust going to
share our lived experiences when we
go to events.

Nunmber one, can you
pl ease have nore than three to five
di sability parking spots. No
matter how early | try to get to an
event to get that parking so |
don't have to wal k that far
there's always maybe three to five,
maybe 10 spots for an event that
has probably over 400 to 500
peopl e.

As was stated earlier,
we want to go to these events too.
But it's just hard. At least it's
hard for me to walk that far. And
also for ny son, | try to keep the
di stance short because | don't know
when the neltdown is going to
happen. So the shorter the
di stance, it prevents his neltdown.

Nunber two, pl ease have

seating for disabled participants
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in an area where we can see the
event. Again, when | go to these
events, the seating for us is

al ways in sone place obscure where
we can hear it, but we can't see
it. There's usually a barrier,
sone type of pole and it was al npost
an afterthought, oh, we have to
have these individuals here, let's
just sit themany ole kind of
where. That's how | feel when | go
to these events.

Now, these aren't free
events. |'m paying the sane anount
of noney that everybody else is to
enj oy these events, but now | can't
see and | feel like nme and ny son
are just stuck sonmewhere for two to
three hours because he's constantly
saying, | can't see, | can't see.
And it's just, you know, now I'm
trying to keep himcal m because now
we' re not enjoying ourselves.

Pl ease have the entrance
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for our disabled participants near
the event. Again, whenever | go to
t hese events our entrance is so far
away fromthe event and it's al nost
as if we're taken through a nmaze
that | al nost sonetines think,

okay, | probably woul d have done
better in the event for everybody
el se and just take ny chair with nme
and sit down and then get in that
way.

And al so, wth that
event because | know security is
paranount and it's essential, it
appears that the individuals
checki ng don't know what they're
checking for, they're just checking
and it just takes so long that at
| east | end up m ssing and
everybody else in the line end up
m ssing part of the event.

Agai n, we're paying
noney. These aren't free events,

so | feel like any entrance for us,
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you need to keep in mnd the

di stance that we have to wal k for
those of us that have nobility

I ssues.

Accessibility is nore
than those living in a wheel chair.
For nme accessibility includes those
who are neurodiverse and |iving
with Iike autismand I D and ot her
pl aces -- other exceptionalities.
Agai n, when we go to events and |
see the signs, ne and ny son sit
t here because we have to sit on the
end, because in case he does have
an issue, | can maneuver that
better than sitting in the mddle.

And sonetines |'ve been
asked, you need to get up because
this is for people with
disabilities. | said, | am
physi cal |l y di sabl ed and he has a
neurodi sability. | wusually don't
nove. It's usually, you know, a

fight that | don't feel |ike having
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just for us to be confortable. So
whatever is going to go on with the
city events, nmake sure they're

I ncl udi ng those with physical and

t hose who are neurodi verse.

My son probably can't
even go to none of what's going to
happen in the city because of his
severe sensory issues. And | know
this is not going to happen, but
you got to put it out there. Gve
the of fice of DBHI DS about $1
mllion to have separate events for
those of us who have sensory
I ssues. Accessibility is not
al ways about being in the crowd.
Sonetinmes at |east for ny son and
people like him he probably wants
to enjoy the 250t h birthday
festivities, but he can't because
of his severe accessory issues it's
just not going to happen. So that
noney, the city will nmake that back

10 ti mes and over, so we have
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events for ny Trevor so he can say
he participated in the 250th
birthday festivities.

" mal nost done. Any
sensory spaces needs to be
age-appropriate. Again, we try to
participate in the sensory spaces.
These spaces are for like 5- to
10-year-olds. They are not for --
he just turned 27, a 27-year-old
grown man, and have nore than one
room Again, when we've gone to
the sensory spaces, because | have
mobility issues it's so far to wal k
that | either have to stop or now,
"' m anxi ous because |'mlike, oh,
nmy goodness, please don't let him
have a neltdown before we get to
the place that's going to calmhim
down.

And then I'mrisking ny
heal t h because now |' m out of
breat h, because for ne what was

probably a five-mnute wal k for
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sone people, for ne it's like 15,
20 mnutes. And training the
peopl e that when sonebody says
their child or the individual is
havi ng sensory overl oad, they are
not having a behavior as a result
of allegedly taking illegal

subst ances.

The nmeltdown for us is
famly nmenbers -- and for ne, I'm
an older famly nenber -- is real,
Is relevant and we are not saying
to the people who are there to
protect everybody el se just
because. Just give us the space so
we can handle it and nove on.

And as I, wap this up,
| was com ng down here and | saw
Eaki ns Oval, they had sonet hi ng
this weekend. And they were taking
down all those things that were
part of the festivities where you
can put ranps up and you can take

ranps down. Ranps are not only for
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those living in wheel chairs, but
for people like me with nobility
I ssues. We can't do all those
steps. So just again, they can be
put up, they can be put down agai n.

Thanks for the
opportunity to share ny |ived
experience. |I'mdoing this in the
hopes that a change will occur for
accommodations for those with
physi cal and neurodi verse
chal | enges. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you so nmuch to this panel.

| want to recognize that
our Council President Kenyatta
Johnson is here in chanbers today.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
And | have one question for this
panel before | open up -- do you
want to speak?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT

Page 135

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on People with Disabilities
10/ 07/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

JOHNSON: (Nodded affirmatively).

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
kay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | just wanted to cone in
and thank the Chai rwoman for her
| eadership on this topic as we get
prepared for 2026 and overal |
conprehensively take a | ook at how
we are providing services for those
who are disabled. Overall we know
advocat es were down here about a
week ago regardi ng the Carousel
House.

| have several different
friends who used to go there play
basketball who are disabled as a
result of gun violence. | also see
nmy good friend Chuck Horton, who is
in the back who al so used to head
the Ofice of Disabilities for the
Cty of Philadelphia. So | want to
one | et the Chai rworman know t hat

anything | can do to be supportive
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of your efforts noving forward, |'m
here to do that.

And overall, we have to
conti nuously make sure that this is
a key priority because you don't
have big tinme | obbyists wal king the
halls of Gty Council advocating
and fighting on your behalf. You
don't have big tine |obbyists in
the State House wal king the halls
of the State Capitol advocating on
your behalf as well as in Congress,
so we're at the front I|ine.

And | thank again,

M nority Leader Brooks, for taking
the lead on this particular issue.
It's sonmething that | share

passi onately about just because |
have several friends who have been
di sabl ed, particularly around the
I ssue of gun violence and al so the
experience | went through just
around housi ng as an el ected

official with a famly nmenber who
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was di sabled. And so, just because
you nmake the phone call, you're

el ected official. No, we have to
real ly advocate and fight on his
behal f to make sure he received the
type of support that he needed hel p
I n navi gating.

So, Menber Brooks, keep
up the good work and whatever | can
do to be supportive to help you
advance and advocate and fight on
behal f of those who are nost
needed, et nme know.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
kay. Thank you so nuch, Counci
Pr esi dent.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you so nuch, Counci
Presi dent.

And before he | eaves
because his schedul e is packed, |
just wanted to recogni ze what

| eader shi p and having an open m nd
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on these issues nean. Wen
Kenyatta Johnson first becane
Council President is when | started
and we recogni zed that there was no
way for people in a wheelchair to
get up to this little riser up here
if they're being honored by Gty
Council. Had a conversation with
himand his staff. He said,
absolutely. And now, there is a
ranp and there is a way to get up
to the riser. Never before was

t hat there.

So | just want to thank
you for imedi ately junping on that
i ssue and meki ng sure --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you so nuch, Counci |l nenber
Landau. | have one question and
then I'lIl open it up to ny
col | eagues for questi oning.

Do you think folks in

the disability conmmunity feel
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adequat el y engaged about 2026 and
do you feel confident that your
menbership will be able to fully
participate in each event? And
that's open to the panel.

M5. THOMPSON:  For those
who are neurodi verse |ike ny son
t hat has sensory issues, no, he
can't do it. Like | said earlier,
If there can be events -- because
he's not the only one -- for him
so that he can say, you know, |
participated in these type of
events because this is going to be
a big celebration, it's going to be
a fun celebration -- and | heard
the young man next to ne tal king
about having it virtual, but this
iIs like a once-in-a-lifetine thing.
You want to at |east be able to go
somewhere and say you did it, so |
would give it a O for ny son and
hi s popul ati on.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCGKS:
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Thank you so nuch for that.

MR. VALDEZ: For ne,
| -- oh, sorry. For me, | think it
cones back to what others have
al ready said, who are you tal king
to, have you tal ked to nenbers of
the disability community and peopl e
with different types of
disabilities, making sure that the
full spectrumof the conmmunity and
their perspectives are represented.

And then | think if, for
the people that we serve if they
feel listened to, if they fee
engaged, then they'd be nore likely
to cone. But again, it's going to
cone down to different barriers
such as mainly transportati on.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Transportation you sai d?

MR. VALDEZ: Yeah.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you.

M5. GONTEK: | do not
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think we're ready for 2026 in terns
of accessibility, but | really do
want to thank and conmend you,
Madam Chair, for putting this
heari ng toget her because we have
the who's who of all disability
advocacy t hroughout the

Sout heast ern Pennsyl vani a regi on,
so these are the folks that we all
need to continue to be talking
about or talking with and who can
connect us continually wth their
comunity nmenbers to give us the
opportunity to continue to neet
communi ty nmenbers where they are
and find out how we can get themto
t hese events, how we can make sure
that these events are for them and
for everyone in the comunity. You
have a really amazi ng network of
resources right here in this room
So | encourage all nenbers of
Council to keep those |ines of

comuni cati on open.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you so nmuch. | appreciate
this panel.

Any questions from ny
col | eagues?

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Just thank you all so rmuch for
everybody who's testified and wll
continue. W need to hear your
voi ces so nuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you.

M . Varghese, can you
pl ease read the next panel? Thank
you guys so nuch.

M5. THOWPSON: |If | can
make a request, can you ask
sonebody to fix the pushpads to get
in here because it's very hard to
get into that door and the
pushpads?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Yep, you just asked him

Sonebody - -
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M5. THOWPSON:  Ch,
sonebody did. Oh, I'msorry.
COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:

"' m | ooking around, but John w |

be on it.

M5. THOMPSON:  Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
THE CLERK: WI | nenbers

of the fourth and final panel
pl ease conme forward. CGuy Anthony
Brooks, Igor Cam Il e and Amanda
Per ezo.

(Wtnesses approached
wi tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Who's m ssing -- Anmanda.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER
She's not here.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
She's not here, okay. Thank you.

Good afternoon, everyone
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and pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed with your
testi nony.

MR CAM LLE: Hello.
Thank you nmenbers of the Council.
My nane is Igor Camille. | use
Ameri can Sign Language, al so known
ASL. | work as a deaf advocate at
Li berty Resources, Liberty
Resources often called LRI. And |
want to share what communi cati on
access neans to nme and | want to
share what this neans to ny deaf
conmunity as well.

Wen | go to Gty Hal
for neetings, | often cannot
participate because there is no
interpreter. | and other deaf
peopl e have even had to | eave
nmeetings, inportant neetings, in
regards to housing, in regards to
SEPTA fundi ng because accessibility
was not provided. So having an

interpreter is sonmething that we
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require. And if we have an
interpreter, it neans that we can
fully participate and participate
in these neetings that have
nmeani ngful inpacts on our life.

| recognize this as a
barrier. But | think it's also
i nportant for you to recognize that
captioning and English is often a
barrier to deaf individuals as
wel |, because English and Anerican
Si gn Language are not the sane. |If
we are able to provide
interpreters, even through video
translation or live interpretation,
that would give us the sane
information at the sanme tine as
everyone in the room

Technol ogy |i ke video
renote interpreting, often called
VRI, can help you. However, only
i f that technol ogy is working.
However, the video gets frozen.

The video bl anks or freezes while
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we're trying to use it and then it
Is inaccessible. That again | eaves
deaf individuals w thout access.

We need video relay
systens that are high quality and
dependabl e. That way we can
communi cate effectively and equal ly
as our friends. And finally, when
the City of Phil adel phia hol ds
press conferences or shares news on
its TV channels, interpreters nust
be visible on the screen. This is
not a luxury. It is access.

It ensures that deaf
resi dents know what is happening in
their city at the sane tine as
their neighbors. Accessible
communi cation is not optional. It
is acivil right. Deaf people want
to be included and deaf people
deserve to be included. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR, BROOKS: Thank you

for giving nme this opportunity to
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speak to you, Council nenber Kendra
Brooks. M nane is Guy Ant hony
Brooks but we are not rel ated.
It's spelled Gu-y, A-n-t-h-0-n-y,
B-r-o-o0-k-s. | serve as Vice-chair
of the Board of Liberty Resources,
I nc., Philadel phia Center for
| ndependent Living and | am a proud
menber of ADAPT, A-D-A-P-T, which
IS a grassroots organi zation for
people with disabilities to be
activists and advocate in their
communi ty as incl usive.

| am a wheel chair user.
In |l ess than two years,
Phi | adel phia wll wel cone the world
to the 2026 FI FA Wrl d Cup at
Li ncol n Financial Field. According
to Visit Phil adel phia, we expect
half a mllion visitors. That is
exciting but only if our city is
prepared to include everyone,
including the city's nore than

25,000 residents with disabilities
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as well as our incom ng guests who
have disabilities.

Li berty Resources and
ADAPT are eager to work with the
city's Ofice for People with
Disabilities to ensure
accessibility. [It's not an
aftert hought, but a cornerstone for
t he planning process. Traffic and
transportation will be critical
I ssues during the Wrld Cup. W
need robust enforcenent of traffic
| aws, especially illegal parking in
bus | anes. For wheel chair users
li ke me, crossing safely to a
(i naudi bl e) can be a matter of life
and deat h.

Georgetown University
Medi cal Center found that
wheel chair users face a 36% hi gher
risk of being killed in
car/ pedestrian crashes. This is
because we are | ower to the ground

and harder to see. dear
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protected bus | anes and enf orcenent
are essential to reducing the risk
and prevention of tragedy.

Accessi ble parking will also be
under intense denmand.

We ask for hei ghtened
enforcenent. Prevent illegal use
of these spaces so that
Phi | adel phians with disabilities
and our visitors can get where they
need to go. SEPTA too nust be a
partner as they break down every
day in the city. During the Wrld
Cup that cannot be acceptabl e.
Stations nust be kept clean and
mai nt ai ned i n good wor ki ng order,
with rapid response, with
accessi bility breakdown.
Transportati on network conpani es
i ke Uber and Lyft should be
cautioned to increase the nunber of
wheel chai r accessi bl e vehi cl es.

When the city fills with

tourists, riders with disabilities
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cannot be left stranded. Traffic
and transportation are not the only
i ssue. Hotels and notels nust al so
be prepared. That neans nore
accessi ble roons as well as sinple
accommodati on features |ike shower
seats for guests with the need.
People with disabilities should be
at the table in the planning
process and the hospitality

i ndustry should reach out to us for
this context.

Finally, the event
itself nust be accessible for all
Space nust be available for people
with disabilities, particularly
wheel chair users and ot hers who use
mobility devices. Direct care
wor ker s acconpanyi ng tickethol ders
shoul d be all owed free access to
the venue. Direct care workers act
in the sanme capacity as nedical
equi prent and are needed for basic

functions of living, such as eating
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and toileting.

Direct care wrkers --
nmy apol ogies. Many people with
disabilities would not be able to
access the ganes w thout having
their direct care worker in
attendance. And requiring themto
pay for an extra ticket sinply to
bring their attendant, their
nmedi cal equi pnent along with them
to be a containnent to
di scrim nati on.

Deaf and hard of hearing
fans shoul d have plenty visible ASL
interpretation and subtitles on all
screens for the ganes as well as
video relay services, as ny brother
here nenti oned everywhere vendi ng
Is available, including ticket
sales. Subtitles alone are not
efficient. ASL and English are
di fferent | anguages and both
interpretation and captioning are

truly needed for inclusion.

Page 152

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on People with Disabilities
10/ 07/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Counci | nrenmbers, we thank
you for your ongoing comritnent to
keepi ng Phil adel phia clean, safe
and inclusive. As we prepare for
the World Cup, we urge you to put
accessibility at the forefront so
that when the world arrives, they
see a city that is welconming to
everyone. Thank you, Councilwonan
Kendra Brooks, for giving ne this
opportunity to speak to you all
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you. Thank you so nmuch. |
have one question for the panel and
then 1"l open it up to ny other
conmi ttee nenbers.

What do | have for you
guys -- how do you think the city
shoul d ensure that our events are
accessible? And are there steps
that you think the city should be

t aki ng goi ng forward?
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MR, CAM LLE: | think
training needs to be avail abl e.
Like if a deaf person were to cone
up to a ticket booth, for exanple,
how do they interact with that
person, be it through witing, be
it through a video interpreter as
' ve nentioned, having a video
interpreter m ght be the best
option for communication
accessibility in those situations.

MR BROOKS: As | am an
activist and an advocate who |ives
i n Phil adel phia, I would | ove for
us, people with disabilities,
i ncl ude us in the event planning.
Let it conme through the Ofice of
People with Disabilities for
Phi | adel phi a and i ncl ude the
community. |'mnot just speaking
about me, but we are nore than
25,000 just in the surrounding
counties. So you can imagine the

outer counties |ike Chester,
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Del awar e, Montgonery Counties who
have people with disabilities,
aged, growi ng, being born with
disabilities. And if we cannot
create accessibility today, when
woul d we start creating
accessibility. So we should start
t oday.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you so very nmuch for that.
And | have one nore thing.

Are there exanpl es of
past city events that you felt were
particularly inaccessible? And are
there exanpl es of events that you
felt that were done right under the
ADA? And what went wrong and what
did the city do well? That's what
I"'mtrying to figure out. Are
there any kudos for us to give to
the city for any events that we've
done?

MR. CAM LLE: Yes. The

Eagl es Super Bowl parade had the TV
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screen set up. There were no
interpreters on those screens
however. There was nothing on
there, and that was very
frustrating. And | spent sone tine
| ooking around to find an
accessi bl e screen and ended up
getting lost in the crowd.

MR, BROOKS: Let's just
go back to probably when the No
Ki ngs Rally happened in
Phi | adel phia. | was part of the
rally and we rode, we wal ked from
Cty Hall all the way to Ben
Franklin, to the library. W had
everyt hing accessi ble, the screen
and interpreter was there. But
there was one thing. The flag when
it blows, it bl ocked the
interpreter. And not just because
| am an activist, but | consider
all kinds of disabilities, be it
i nvisible or physical. So inagine

that | conme with a friend who has
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an invisible disability and cannot
be accommodat ed or was
accommodat ed, but did not see it
fromour point of view so we need
to do better. Include him include
us. We got a lot of folks fromthe
community here who wll be happy to
assi st.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you so nmuch for your
t esti nony.

Do any of ny
col | eagues -- | see a hand.

MR, CAM LLE: One nore
thing to nention, the recent SEPTA
funding I don't know if you would
call it arally or not, but people
gathered out in front of the
buil ding here. | showed up to
participate in that and again,
there was no interpreter provided.
So | did took ny phone out and do
sone texting just to comrunicate

wi th sone people around, but | felt
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that ny advocacy work was limted
because | didn't have access to an
interpreter in that situation.
Thank you.

MR. BROCKS: | --

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Cone on. Let's go. Let it roll.

MR. BROOKS: Let's take
today this testinony and all that.
There's a |lady who is here who just
acqui red a hard-of-hearing
disability and | noticed that we do
not have any texting or screens
around. She's on the phone right
now readi ng the text of the C SPAN
page. But if we had accessibility
prograns here, even a television or
even a screen that just gives out
text, it would be awesone.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you so nuch for that. And
it's so funny. | realized that
today too. | was, like, that's

mssing. So | want to thank you so
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much for your testinony, taking
time out to be a part of this
heari ng.

Do any of ny col | eagues
have any questions?

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: |
have one question and one conment.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Counci | mrenber Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: |
want to follow up on the aide who
cones to an event with sonmeone. |Is
there any venue in the city, not
just venue, an event, a sporting
event, a concert, wherever where
the aide can attend for free
because they're there working to
assi st soneone with a disability?

MR. CAM LLE: None that
' m awar e of.

MR. BROOKS: Sane here,
not that I amaware of. But this
is where we integrate/involve all

the ideas and aspects and sol utions
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I n maki ng things accessible. So,
yeah, my PCA would | ove to cone
with nme, ny personal care
attendant, mny direct care worker.
Those are the nanmes we call them
because they are the ones who take
care of us when nobody is around to
take care of us. So if we are
going to an event, be it social or
private or even going to a
restaurant, accessing public
spaces, an attendant woul d
definitely conme because we all have
disabilities, which are different.
So if I have ny attendant with ne,
"1l have nore freedom nore
liberty to do what | need to get
done.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you. | just wanted one
comment to say. Thank you so nuch
for having us. |nmagine what a
fully accessi bl e Phil adel phia can

|l ook Iike. | really can see this
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noment in ny head where we have
such a successful 2026 that not
only are the plans |laid out ahead
of tinme, that folks with

di sabilities know they can cone to
Phi | adel phi a, but that they | eave
here knowing that we did it right
and they can't wait to conme. So

t hanks for -- you gave us a gift
today and you al so gave us a task
and we're going to work really hard
to follow up on it.

MR, BROOKS: My | just
put this out there. W know that
we are a large nation. W have
different cultures, different
| anguages and all that and we do
have to think about safety, not
just publicly but privately.

Even we have this issue
about gun violence, it's affecting
al nost each and every one of us in
different ways, naybe a friend, a

fam |y nmenber or just a m staken
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identity could, so we need to put
that in the forefront way of
creating a safe space. Even those
who have gone through it can still
be involved in the comunity, but
not excluding them Let them know
they are still welcone. It doesn't
mat t er what happened, but you're
still around with us.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you so very nmuch for this.

Are there any
gquestions -- actually, this
concl udes the panel testinony for
this resolution.

W will now begin
hearing from i ndivi dual s who
regi stered to provide public
coment and we ask that you keep
your comments down to no | onger
than two m nutes.

M. Varghese, wll you
pl ease read the nanes of the first

peopl e registered for public
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comment. Thank you.

THE CLERK: There are 13
i ndi vi dual s signed up for public
comment. Due to the nunber of
speakers, each person may have up
to two mnutes for their conment or
up to the tine necessary for those
wi th whom we have arranged speci al
accommodat i ons.

May T. Green, Shane
Jani ck and M chael Anderson, please
cone to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
W t ness table.)

THE CLERK: May T. G een
Shane Jani ck and M chael Anderson
pl ease cone to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Pl ease proceed.

M5. GREEN. (Good
norning -- | nean, good afternoon.

["'msorry. Oay. M nane is T.
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Green and |'mspeaking -- | want to
hurry up because she said two

m nutes and that's a concern for

nme, because as a caregiver | had to
cone all the way down to City
Council. | actually had to cone
out ny pocket and pay $12 for Uber,
and to cone down here for two
mnutes is really the crux of ny
statenent and ny request of Gty
Counci | today.

Ckay. We have a
canpai gn going called Philly Voices
Wthout Barriers, and | want to say
good afternoon to Council woman,
Kendra Brooks and the Conmttee on
People with Disabilities Community
and Special Needs. Usually | speak
fromthe cuff, but I want to read
this into the record. Ckay.

For the record, this is
an urgent request for hybrid access
to public neetings in Philadel phia,

i.e., Gty Council Stated neetings,
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Land Bank and public heari ngs.
Okay. On behalf of Philly Voices
Wthout Barriers Canpaign, we wite
or we urge the Philadelphia Gty
Council to take immedi ate and
deci sive action to ensure hybrid
access to all public neetings.

Ensuring denocratic
participation in governnent is a
fundanmental right, yet many
I ndi vidual s face barriers that
prevent them from attendi ng public
neetings in person. Qur canpaign
Is rooted in a sinple but powerful
belief, civic participation should
never be limted to physical,
financial or logistic barriers.

| nper son-only neetings
excl ude many Phil adel phi ans. For
t oo many Phi |l adel phi ans, wor ki ng
fam lies, seniors, people with
disabilities, caregivers,
| owi ncone residents, sick and ill,

honmebound and bed- bound patients,
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stay at hone parents with little
kids, no child care options, shift
wor kers, workers with flexibility
schedul es, continued COVI D19
variants, health risk and inmune
conprom se and fi nanci al
constraints, these citizens face
real obstacles and barriers to
attendi ng i nperson neetings from
transportation costs, work
conflicts to nobility chall enges.
Faci ng significant
barriers to attend neetings in
person, wthout renote options |like
hybrid virtual their voices are
excluded fromcritical governnent
deci si ons that shape our community.
Technol ogy has made incl usive
participation nore feasible.
Hybri d neetings enpower residents
to engage in civic dial ogue, voice
concerns and stay i nformnmed
regardl ess of physical |imtations

or financial constraints. This
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aligns wwth the Council's
comm tnent to transparency,
fai rness and inclusive governance.

Hybrid virtual access is
not a convenient. It is a
necessity. It allows residents to
engage with their governnent voice
and stay inforned regardl ess of
where they are and what chall enge
they face. It's a critical step to
equality, transparency and
i nclusive. W respectfully request
that the conmttee introduce or
support | egislation nandati ng
hybrid access, virtual access to
all public neetings. Ensure
accessibility features such as
capturing | anguage transl ation and
nobi | e-friendly platforns;
prioritize outreach to comunities
hi storically excluded fromthe
process.

| don't have that nuch

nore to read. Phil adel phia has the
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technol ogy, the talent and the
noral inperative to lead on this

I ssue, as denonstrated by

i npl ementing hybrid virtual access
for zone neetings, Board of

Adj ust ment s neetings, hearings
where new | uxury devel opnent,
weal t hy devel opers and property
owners go to have their projects
revi ew and approve.

Is it fair that the city
was able to install and inpl enent
hybrid virtual access for
devel opers and their |awers? Yet
when it cones to critical
governnent policies at City
Council, Stated neetings, public
hearings and Land Bank where city
properties are being disposed,
there is no hybrid virtual access.

The Land Bank actually
have their neetings at 10 o' cl ock
in the norning. And who can really

get down here 10 o'clock in the
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norni ng. Let us not allow outdated
systens or certain politica
entities to silence the voice that
deserves to be heard. Philly

Voi ces Wthout Barriers Canpaign
advocates that current inperson-
only format or public neetings is
excl usi onary.

These Phi | adel phi a
citizens are deeply affected by the
deci si ons made by Council chanbers
gover nnment neetings and they are
bei ng deni ed the opportunity to
participate due to circunstances
beyond their control. Okay. W
t hank you for your service, Cty
Council and Philly Voices Wthout
Barriers Canpaign urge the Cty
Council to act swiftly to nmake
public nmeetings hybrid, virtual
access to all public and truly
public for everyone.

And | say all that to

say W th SEPTA increasing your
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rates to now -- it's really $3.
It's $2.97 so $3.00. If you have
to catch two buses, that's $6.00
up, $6.00 back. | say this to the
Mayor, Council President Kenyatta
Johnson and to the conmttee here.
Wth all due respect, okay, nany
times -- you all are on the cl ock,
okay, people have to take off from
work to cone down here. They have
to spend $12 to conme down and go
back. They're not going to stop in
town to really go to a restaurant,
because we've heard the argunent
about renote access, but that's not
really where it's at.

It's about having
conpassi on for people who really a
| ot of tinmes have experiences
wi t hout their control. You don't
know tonorrow i f you go to doctor
if you're going to get a diagnosis
of cancer or kidney. You have

peopl e who have ki dney di al ysi s,
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who go for cancer treatnent, but
there mght be a bill that they
feel is inpactful. They should be
able to pick up their phone and
testify wi thout having to cone all
the way down City Council for two
m nutes. To cone down here for two
m nutes and spend $12.00 is really
i nconsiderate to those of us in the
disability and on those of us who
have barriers to com ng down in
person. Ckay.

And one nore thing |
want to say. The curbcuts, | would
like to request that Cty Counci
provi de sone type of clear banner
with the curb cuts like in the
nei ghbor hood so peopl e woul d not
park. So when people with a
di sability, wheel chairs conme out,
you can't go to the house, you
don't know whose car it is to park
there. You don't know whose house

it is.

Page 171

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on People with Disabilities
10/ 07/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

But if you put like a
little plastic banner, clear
banner, | have in mnd, where you
say, disability ranp $300 penalty
ticket, that m ght make a
difference for themparking in a
ranp, because you don't want to
cone hone from an event 8 o' cl ock,
9 o' clock and they're parked in the
ranp. So that's the second one.

But | really ask
Counci | woman Brooks, | know you're
with Wirking Fam lies and this is
really inperative. W're asking if
you woul d hel p create the
| egi sl ation or your cormittee and
put this through ASAP. Before we
tal k about events, let's tal k about
everyday |iving access for our
community that's show ng the world
who's going to cone here in 2026
that you care about the disability
and those who have barriers to the

ci vic process.

Page 172

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on People with Disabilities
10/ 07/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you so nmuch for your
testinony and sonebody in ny office
will followup with you

MS. GREEN:  Yes, |'ve
been in contact with M. Russo and
al so Jonathan. So hopefully, we
can neet and tal k about this and |
really appreciate that. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you so nuch.

MR. ANDERSON:  (Goi ng
back to your questi on,
Counci | woman, if you get free
adm ssion to a |l ot of venues around
Phi | adel phi a, because | was the one
that know you get free adm ssions
but it's not well publicized. So
you have to go on the website to
see if the venues are accessible.
But a lot of the venues are tickets
for free. But now, let's go onto
nmy testinony.

MR JANICK: I'"IIl just
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mention, so some venues do have
that policy widely it's just making
it wdely publicized.

MR. ANDERSON:. You have
to go through it on the website or
you have to be in the know But if
you ask, a lot of venues do have
free attendance tickets. So I'm
going to tal k about ny experiences
on the Benjam n Franklin Parkway.
Good afternoon. M nane is M chael
Adanson and |'m here today to speak
about an issues that affects not
just nme, but thousands of
Phi | adel phians with disabilities,
accessi bl e parking during najor
city events such as the fireworks
and all that.

| want ny city to have
maj or public events. | urge the
city to make accessi bl e parking for
all public events. Venues |like the
Benj ami n Franklin Parkway and Art

Museum st eps, their designated
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drop-off, that is not enough for

i ndividual s Ii ke nme who require
24-hour care. Drop off is not as
snmooth. If | need a drink or |
need to go to the restroomor |
need to nove, it doesn't work so |
nmust be | eft alone while ny aide
sear ches for parking many bl ocks,
and that nmakes things even nore
difficult. Wen the event is over,
everyone else is trying to get away
and ny attendant is trying to get
towards nme. To drive against the
traffic when ny van to cone and
pick nme up, so instead of using a
drop-off, so nmy attendant and I
need to park nore than 10 bl ocks
away, which can nean up to a

30-m nute wal k in nmy wheel chair.
That does not just involve -- it's
just exhausting. And |I'd say it
excl udes ny attendant that works
tirelessly that supports ne that

al so expects to push ne on uneven
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and broken sidewal k that is not
only difficult to navigate but
soneti nmes dangerous, and what could
be life-threatening. These

experi ences should be joyful and
experience to physically and
enotionally.

Wiile I'mnot asking for
special treatnment, |'m asking for
equal access and the ability to
participate in Philly cultural and
civic and social lifeinny city
just |ike anybody el se. Wenever
it's a parade or concert, | should
be able to attend w thout facing
public barriers. | don't even have
to think about -- | know that there
I's not abundance of street parking,
but we can buy out the lots and
reserve themfor only people with
di sabilities.

| hope you will not hear
my words but act on them because

when you meke deci si ons about
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i nfrastructure, transportation and
event planning, you' re deciding on
who gets to show up and who gets

| eft behind. And too often |I don't
go to these events because of

par ki ng. Please don't |eave ne

bli nd.

Thank you for the
opportunity of having ne speak
today. And for instance, | wanted
to go to the Eagl es gane but |
couldn't even go. M dad said it
was too crowded. So if we could
buy a parking [ ot just for people
wth disabilities, it would be a
short walk to the Benjam n Franklin
Par kway. That woul d be greatly
appr eci at ed.

Shane Jani ck, do you
want to say anything?

MR JANICK: 1'll second
everything, and then |I'm up next.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:

Thank you very nuch.
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(Appl ause.)
MR, ANDERSON:. | think

buy out parking for special events
and on the Parkway. | |ove to go
to the Parkway but drop-offs do not
wor k for people who require 24 hour
care. Sonetinmes we get lost in the
traffic and lost in the chaos.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you so nuch for your
testi nony.

MR. ANDERSON. | woul d
like to neet with you, Council|wonman
Brooks or anybody on the commttee.
| would be willing to come down and
tal k about ny infrastructure. So

when big events cone to

Phi | adel phia, | can cone w t hout
any problem ['ll give you ny card
or anyt hi ng.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Yep, | already asked ny staff to

conme over here and talk to you
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about the website and sone ot her
things that you nentioned, so
sonmebody will be followng up wth
you right after.

MR, JANI CK: Thank you,
Council. M nane is Shane Jani ck.
" mthe Executive Director for the
Arc of Phil adel phia. W're part of
the | argest advocacy network for
people with intellectual and
devel opnental disabilities. [|I'm
actually here not in ny role today,
but I'mactually a younger brother
to David Janick. He has severe
intellectual disabilities.

Facility requires 24/7 supervision
and care, has sone physically
conplex disabilities as well, sone
behavi oral health concerns.

And just wanted to
second that M ke's issue on drop-
of f zones sinply are not the
solution to address ADA conpli ance,

because not only for people with
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physi cal disabilities, but also
people with intellectual
disabilities that require that
require that |evel of 24/7,

assi stance. The sane barriers
exi st across disability.

So | think it was
interesting that we heard today one
of the solutions fromone of the
speakers on the first commttee was
drop-of f zones and --

MR, ANDERSON: They do
not work. | use thema thousand
times. They do not work.

MR. JANI CK: Yeah,
sinply just people can't be left
alone. So just wanted to highlight
that that particular issue crosses
all disability. And the sane
barriers exist for people like ny
brother. Second too, | think any
chance that we can create access
for these events, not only is an

econom ¢ opportunity to increase
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the market for people with
disabilities across the city, but
it also pronotes positive health
outcones for all residents.

And as we know, one in
four residents with a disability is
at a di sadvantage for poor health
outconmes. | really hope that we
can | ook at event access, not just
as events but really a public
health issue. |If we can | ook at
this in a public health | ens, we
can actually decrease cost of
health care systens across the
board that we know are going to be
strai ned year over year, especially
with sone of the political dialogue
that's going on that will feel a
ripple effect for really decades to
Cone.

So I just want to hope
that we can al so use a public
health |l ens and think of these

things not as |eisure and events,
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but really the health of the city.
Thank you.

MR, ANDERSON. We don't
want it to work bad. W want it to
wor k good next year.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
M. Varghese, are there any nore
I ndi vi dual s?

THE CLERK: May N co
Meyering, Angie Fuoco, Ari Trey
Masters and Julie Platt, please
cone up to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
wi tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Can you pl ease introduce yourself
and begin your testinony please.

M5. FUOCO Hello. So
t hank you for having us here.
Thank you, Councilwoman Brooks and

all you Council nenbers. M nane is
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Angi e Fuoco. | work at the U S.
Mnt in Philadel phia and I'm so
t hankful to be here, invited by
Ni co, whom|'ve met out there in
di gital space actually and found
out he was here in Phil adel phia.

So | cane here thinking
one thing and ended up with
di fferent messages that |'ve given
before. To ne, accessibility is
love. I1t's love for your neighbor
as well as love for yourself. And
we're in the great city of
Phi | adel phia. Excuse ne, | have
only been here two years so |'m an
excited newbie, and |I'm excited
that we're hosting the world next
year.

| happened to be in
Atl anta for the 1996 d ynpics and
was a vol unteer there and hosted
the world and it's the nost
exciting. And it's the nost

amazi ng thing when you can share
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that | ove to people who don't often
get it. And top of the |ist of
that is people with disabilities
because we don't get our needs for
access or accessibility net. So
thank you for this. | want to
volunteer. | want to sign up and
hel p however | can.

|"malso a trai ned ADA
coordinator and | noticed sone
things I'd like to help you with
here in Phil adel phia, in this room
in fact. Alon and | have tal ked
al ready. And there are things that
are in the works that are kind of
quasi on the cusp of the future,
but we know wi th technol ogy the
future is now, so let's get going.

Excuse ne, ny phone went
down. Conmmuni cation access i s huge
and | have been struggling with it
for the past three hours and 15
mnutes. | only called in

yesterday to say that | wanted to
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speak, but | want you all to be
prepared in the future so that
sonmeone can call in or maybe even
text in, because maybe calling in
isn't so accessible and you need
anot her accessi bl e route.

Thankfully I can hear
well when | go right to nmy hearing
aid and Bl uetooth and ny cochl ear
i nplant. But across this room
everything was lost. So for two
hours when | didn't know that the
captions were on the C SPAN, | was
unabl e to hear anything but 1 out
of 20, any words.

So captions too are an
accessibility feature that reaches
nore than just people with hearing
| oss. They reach people with
autism people with |earning
disabilities, people who are
| ear ni ng ot her | anguages, people
who have attention deficit disorder

and |l ack of focus. They bring them
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back i n.

So I woul d say pl ease
caption every event indoors and
out. In fact, | think you were
there, Kendra, at the Wawa cer enony
out on the mall right across from
the Mnt and | noticed the
interpreter there, but |I couldn't
hear anyt hi ng, nothing, nothing.
Hearing aids and cochl ear inplants
wor k about 3 to 6 feet if there's
no noi se, no interference, al
ki nds of i ssues.

So | want you to keep in
terms of constant backup and
mul ti pl e paths, even though at
3 o' clock I got the C SPAN up for
me and the captions cane in, but
then ny power went out or the
C- SPAN power went out, even though
| still had internet | believe.
|'ve been trying to fool with that
for the last 15 m nutes. So you

see all the different situations we
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can run into. W have to plan in
multiple, nultiple ways of falling
back on things when the technol ogy
fails.

And | want to say that
the nost inportant thing is the
know edgeabl e and cari ng people who
are going to share the | ove of
Phi | adel phi a next year and today.
So thank you to the people who
hel ped ne today. | want to say
that. W can translate using
captions in other |anguages. Oh,
isn't that amazing.

We can beamto phones.
W can have a projection. W can
have di fferent ways peopl e need.
We can nmake sure peopl e have power
to have their assistive devices
powered all the tine. W need to
do that. Teach everyone a few
words in ASL because ASL is one of
the nost commonly used sign

| anguages t hroughout the world, and

Page 187

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on People with Disabilities
10/ 07/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

we can of course wel conme our deaf
community first off as well as
wel cone ot hers.

So have volunteers just
| earn a few words, wel cone or sone
ot her kind words. Have them have
t he pen and paper, because when ny
conputer or ny conputer here
actually, snmartphone went down, |
needed pen and paper to conmuni cate
even with people here.

So the last thing | want
to suggest is a product called
Wel cone that a friend of m ne, whom
| met via Linkedln, how !l net N co,
has devel oped in Scotland. And in
Scotl and, the Parlianment of
Scotland is actually using this
product. It is an app. |'m not
selling it. | have no vested
interest in it other than seeing
t he needs of the peopl e of
Phi | adel phia first and then the

people who visit here nmet in a way
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that doesn't put themoff, that
doesn't keep themin the dark for
two hours or in silence for two
hours where they're there, but
they're not even being served in
the needs they need. And this is
product that does that.

It teaches people howto
be wel com ng, the volunteers, the
wor kers and the city workers
thenselves. | challenge the Gty
of Philadelphia to ook into this
product with ne and I w |l connect
you to this person, because as
people with disabilities we all
know the fails and the fails just
stay with us the rest of our Ilives.

| flewto Dublinto a
conference hosted by our beauti ful
Senat or Har ki n who hel ped usher in
the Anericans with Disabilities
Act. He had three | anguages of
interpretation there. He had Irish

Si gn Language, ASL and British Sign
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Language there at the neeting, but
they didn't have captions. | was
| ocked out of a neeting that |
spent |lots of noney to go overseas
to go for. So those are the kind
of fails that we want not to
happen. | cried when | was in
their beautiful city hall in Dublin
and | couldn't hear because of the
echo and | had no captions beam ng
to ne.

So | want to say pl ease,
pl ease consi der that, consider ne
your ally. 1'mso happy to be here
today. 1'd love to introduce you
to this product which trains people
to be the front lines. W always
say, oh, well, we have an app for
that, you know, but the app fails.
And |'m thankful for Vincent who
cane over here and did his best,
and Alon, but really it's people.
And the nore they know, the nore

you can teach them how to be
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accessi bl e and wel comng to people
is really the greatest thing you
can do and the greatest |ove we can
show i n Phil adel phia. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. MEYERING Hi,
everyone. Chair, nenbers of the
commttee, today, like all days, is
a good day for disability
inclusion. M nanme is N co
Meyering and |I' m honored to speak
with you all today. | regret that
all of Gty Council could not be
her e.

Phi | adel phia is about to
host a once-in-a-lifetine year,
certainly inny lifetime. W'I|
wel cone the FIFA Wrld Cup, an A
Star gane of baseball -- I'ma
basket bal | guy, so | don't know
much about that -- and a full year
of America's 250th cel ebration
across every single nei ghborhood.

These events will be |oud, |arge
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and joyous and they wll tax and
stress every systemthat we have.

Here i n Phil adel phi a
every issue is a disability issue
and every systemis a disability
system Every systemin our city
nmust be accessible. Accessibility
cannot be an afterthought. It
really has to be page one. And as
lucky as | amto sit here today to
speak with you, | can't hel p but
think that the best tine for this
heari ng was 6 nonths ago or naybe
12 nont hs ago.

First, 1'll go into a
bit about the why this is
I mportant. 17% of Phil adel phi ans,
over 245,000 of us, have at | east
one disability. That's ne, that's
ny friends up here and in the back
and possibly sonme of you standing
up there, sitting up there.
245,000 of wus, that's our

nei ghbors, our famlies, people we
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| ove, people who enploy us and who
we enploy. Disabled people like
me, maybe like you, live all over
Phi | adel phi a.

Second, we have sone
fairly high stakes, right. W know
sone things that we can fix,
si gnage and wayfi ndi ng, for one.
Getting into City Hall was quite
difficult, even for ne because |
didn't know where to go. And I|I've
been in Cty Hall in this room
before. |Imagine howdifficult it
woul d be for sonmebody who is | ow
vision or blind, who is hard of
heari ng or deaf or who sinply has
not been here before. Qur events
need cl ear, high contrast signs,
pl ai n | anguage and consi st ent
synbol s.

Ef fective conmuni cation
Is not optional. W all know that.
W al so suffer, disabled people

here in Phil adel phia, from
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danger ous or inaccessi bl e pathways.
Earlier this year PPA was doing a
great job of hauling cars out of
Sout h Phi | adel phia that had been
par ked on sidewal ks, parked on top
of curbcuts, which destroy our
curbcuts (inaudible) and haul ed
them away. But sonehow that's
real ly dropped off. W nust

accel erate safe and conti nuous
routes to and throughout our event
sites and our event routes.

Anot her thing that we
can do is inprove our transit
reliability. I'maware that SEPTA
drives majority of its funding from
Harri sburg, but Philadel phia can
coordinate things |like accessible
shuttles, clearly signed step-free
det ours and ot her wor kar ounds
around barriers that | feel nust
becone st andard.

And if we do this, and

we nust do it together, ny friends,
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not pieceneal but together, we
stand to benefit quite a bit.

Di sabl ed people |ike nme, and maybe
i ke some of you have nobney, and we
enj oy spendi ng noney. | don't know
about you. But after a |ong day
dealing with inaccessible systens,
not hi ng perks nme up |li ke sone

retail therapy, right.

Di sabl ed peopl e have
about $490 billion of spending
power all across the U S. Think
about how many billions that wll
be here in the city next year.

When we're here in the city, we
want to spend that noney on food,
hotels, transit, nmerchandise. |'m
sure we all want to have sone 2026
anni versary World Cup unifornmns,
right.

So here's what |'m
asking the commttee to do now.
First, no plan, no permt. Every

event shoul d have an accessibility
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pl an. Every vendor and contractor
shoul d al so have an accessibility
pl an. Any procurenent, any RFP
any contract or mlestone with a
city contractor that does not plan
for access neans that they also
plan to not do business with the
city, right. Plain and sinple. W
can be Darw ni an about this. No
access plan, no disability

i ncl usion, no business with the
city. It's very sinple.

We can al so nandat e
onsite accessibility |leads for our
events. W can publish plain
| anguage, screen reader-friendly
di gi tal updates and program gui des.
O course we should al so have the
I nformati on avail abl e physically.
And in general, understanding that
there's nmultiple ways of
communi cation, nmultiple ways to
di ssem nate information and it's

our responsibility and if we do it
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right, our joy to help people gain
t hat access wi th conmuni cati on.

As | wind ny time down,

I want to re-enphasize we support
the Phillies, we sure as heck
support the Eagles and that neans
that we can certainly support

di sabl ed Phi |l adel phi ans, 1ike ne,
like nmy friends up here. Every
issue is a disability issue and

di sability advocacy is sonething we
have the joy of doing every single
day. So thank you. | |eave you
with ove and | | eave with access.
It is a good day for disability

I ncl usi on.

(Appl ause.)

MR MASTERS: Hello. M
name is Ari Trey Masters. There
have been a | ot of people who have
talked a ot and | know that we're
kind of running over so I'll try to
keep this brief. | work as a

CAPSS, which is a community autism
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peers support specialist with
mental health partnerships. And
|'ve been really honored to be able
to be here and speak wth you, but
al so to hear how inclusive even
this disability panel has been.

W' ve seen people with
nore physical disabilities, but the
conversation that al so surrounded
neurodi versity, | found to be
really useful. And so, | just
wanted to give sone nore help and
support about how that can be
better wwth autism at |east from
nmy own experience.

One of the things that |
really enjoy about being in
Phi | adel phi a, specifically in the
auti smspace, is that we're
actually the first certified
sensory inclusive city fromeculture
city. | don't know if you know
this, but it's pretty cool. As it

approaches as we're doing the 2026,
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just making sure that we're able to
keep up that accessibility and
maki ng sure that that the space

Is -- what's it called -- friendly
for everyone to be in.

A good exanple of this,
which al so can be really big in
2026, is Lincoln Financial which
has a lot of really great autism
things. So | just want to
hi ghl i ght them so that we can try
to spread that those specific
things out. Lincoln Financial
Field has a sensory roomwhich is
really useful. It also has a
deconpression room Avreally
inmportant thing if you're trying to
be friendly for autistic people is
to have both of those things,
because in ny experience sone
autistic people like to stim which
Is very loud, and other autistic
peopl e don't want to be in a very

| oud space at all. So having
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spaces for people to both get out
the excess energy that they have
and al so have a space |ike cone
back in is very useful.

They have a nobile
sensory unit. And so, having those
stationed at different events could
be very useful just to give people
spaces to cal mdown so they're not
going to be too overwhel ned.
Sensory bags and having staff
assistance is also very useful.
There's been a nention of having
support people provided free access
so that they're able to be with the
peopl e.

My roleinmnm jobis to
be kind of that for other autistic
people to hel p them navi gate the
world and to help the world
navigate them | just want to
t hank you again for thinking about
us and including us in this

process, having us here and having
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us continue with you I think is a
very inportant part to make sure
that this 2026 celebration is as
accessible for all the people that
are going to be there. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MS. PLATT: Hey,
everybody. Can you hear ne? |'m
just gonna make this really quick.
| also just want to say as soneone
that's new to crutches, | wll say
that navigating through Cty Hall
was really difficult and there's a
ot that | think we can inprove on,
especially for sonmeone who's been
here many tinmes. So, yeah, just
wanted to go all of that.

So I"'mgoing to fol |l ow
one of ny col | eagues over here, but
I think many people know nme. [|I'm
Julie Platt. |I'mthe new Director
of Policy and External Affairs at
Mental Heal th Partnerships, and |

want ed to t hank Counci | nenber
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Brooks and everyone here for their

| eadership in ensuring that 2026 is
accessible to those with
disabilities and nental health
part ner shi ps.

W work with individuals
wi th various nental health
chal | enges, but at our core we
provi de peer-driven support
services, certified training and
communi ty advocacy. So as we've
tal ked about, 2026 is a nassive
year for Phil adel phia but we want
to make sure that it's accessible
for everyone, especially those with
hi dden disabilities such as autism
suspense, substance use disorder,
ADHD and ot her nental health
chal | enges that nmay not be apparent
at first gl ance.

So here are sone
suggestions from sone peopl e that
we work with at Mental Health

Partnershi ps to make sure that 2026
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Is inclusive for those with
disabilities. First is to ensure
that marketing materials are
accessi ble for everyone. This

i nvol ves creating inclusive content
that is easy to understand for

I ndi viduals wth diverse

di sabilities such as plain

| anguage, alternative formats and
color contrast. And then of course
captioning and transcripts would
ensure accessibility for all and we
can definitely start with that when
you're trying to testify at Cty
counci |, maybe havi ng those when
you're wal king up the stairs to
Gty Council or when you're going

t hrough security. That would be a
good step to work on that.

Second thing that I'm
going to talk about is just that
many individuals we work with are
in active recovery and nany events,

you know, as the Al Star Gane and
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FIFA really revol ve around a
drinking culture. And so, we want
to ask that planners of these
events ensure that there are areas
where those who m ght be in
recovery can still enjoy the
festivities while not being
surrounded by al coholic beverages
or making sure that there's

nonal cohol i ¢ beverages that are
avai l abl e to peopl e.

And then just wanted to
echo what ny col | eague sai d over
here about our CAPS program which
is the Community Autism Peer
Support program W agai n conmend
t he Eagles for supporting the
autistic community through their
sensory roomand we would like to
see nore of those sensory roons at
ot her events and outdoor festivals
that are happening in 2026. So
t hanks so nuch, guys. And, yeah,

t hank you.
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(Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:

Thank you guys so much for this
panel. | appreciate the tine that
you' ve cone to speak to City
Counci | .

M. Varghese, can you
pl ease read the next speakers.

THE CLERK: May Lydia
Cooper, Mke Martin and Tamar
Ri | ey, please cone to the podium
I wll add that given that we nust
concl ude our hearing at 5 o' cl ock
today, I'mgoing to politely ask
that we keep public coment brief
or summari ze your points as best as
you can. Thank you.

Lydi a Cooper, M ke
Martin and Tamar Ri |l ey, please cone
to the podium My Colleen Ot and
Roz McKel vey, please cone to the
podi um

(Wtnesses approached

wi t ness table.)
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THE CLERK: And May
Davi d Kosh pl ease cone to the
podi um

(Wtnesses approached
wi t ness table.)

M5. RILEY: Cood
af t ernoon, Council nenbers. M nane
is Tamar Riley and | serve on the
Carousel House Advisory Council. |
al so have a son who's
intellectually disabled and who has
been attendi ng Carousel House for
wel | over 30 years so it has a
speci al connection in ny heart for
nme.

|"'m here today to
publicly highlight the inportance
of prioritizing the Carousel House
Rebuild project. This is essential
so that people with disabilities
have a dedi cated space for soci al
and recreational prograns, many of
whi ch were di scontinued foll ow ng

t he permanent closure of the
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Carousel House in June of 2021.

In May of '21 during a
written question-and-answer session
wi th Parks and Recreation, the
Advi sory Council was told that the
new facility woul d be conpl et ed
within 24 to 36 nonths and assured
t hat Carousel House had al ready
been prioritized on the Rebuild
list. However, it is now Cctober
25. Yet the building remins
unt ouched with no evident progress.

Wi | e sone prograns have
found tenporary new | ocati ons,
ot hers have not. For instance, our
yout h wheel chair basket bal
program originally founded at the
Carousel House, was prom sed in an
al ternative venue by PPR but has
yet to receive one. As a result,
the youth nust travel to New Jersey
to practice and play ganes. The
prograns that were relocated are

confined to a limted space,
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sharing a small recreational center
wi th the surrounding conmunity.

In conclusion, | would
like to ask City Council to urge
Rebui | d once again to honor its
comm tnents and begin restoring
wor k on the Carousel House. It's
been far too | ong. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. OIT: Good
afternoon -- sorry. | had the sane
problem | ast time when | spoke
versus using ny actual device that
read for nme last tine. So good
nor ni ng, Counci | person Brooks and
Harrity, who were |left here. And
hi, Speakerperson. | had been
asked before to speak and Al on
asked ne on the date of Septenber
27, and that was the day that |
cal | ed.

So the fact that I'm
sitting here versus with the other

fol ks earlier -- okay, we'll forget
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about it. | had put in the
proposal when Al on said, hey, |
woul d |'i ke you to speak. So | had
wote up this thing called Made for
Autistics, A Sensory-Friendly City.
Now, we know that this
past March the Autistic Art
Coalition of Philadel phia, which
|'"'mthe founder of, CEO and |'m a
CAPS. In March, we were given the
procl amati on, per for Madam Mayor,
for Intellectual and Devel opnent al
Di sability Acceptance Mont h back-
to-back. W received the Autism

Accept ance Month Resol ution from

City Council.

When | got hone that
day, | didn't know this was going
to happen. In ny nmail box I

received a proclamati on per Shapiro
that was a surprise, but those are
wor ds, notes. Phil adel phia does a
great job, great job with the

disability community. As we heard,
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there are sone i nprovenents that
need to be had. But Phil adel phia
is on the forefront.

| have one thing that is
not in this proposal that | wll
give to Alon Gur because sonebody
had nentioned about cobbl estones.
I"'ma fan of cobbl estones even
though I"'ma great fall risk.
Anyhow, there is a groundbreaking,
no pun intended, thing that goes
above cobbl estones tenporarily, and
it is amterial on the top that is
flat, obviously good for
i ndi vidual s in wheelchairs. But
the inside texture that keeps the
cobbl estones pristine, as they were
before you put it down, has this
ki netic sand inside and then the
bottomis a canvas, non-slip,
non-nove. They utilize this in New
Zeal and and sonetines in the UK
Though we never see it, it's

probably the same col or of the
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gr ound.

But to get back on here,
nore can be done within the autism
community as well as obviously
ot her communities. | already said
that. Sorry about the repeat. |
noticed that when earlier with the
hearing that sonme of the points
that | had put in here, and then
Al on said during the break that
they were incorporated into your
paperwork. So that was awesone.
Thanks for |istening and reading.
But |'mjust going to go back to ny
two poi nts here:

Language is key. On a
city level, it is great when people
tal k about certain individuals and
stuff. When people talk like
nyself or others, | may not use the
wor ds but others do and that's
okay. But for a city level,
shouldn't it be differences versus

I ssues and stay away from negative
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| anguage |i ke issues.

The other thing | have
here, and I wll end with this and
sonebody had just nentioned it
earlier prior and I wll nmention it
agai n, our group goes from ages 4
to 64. That's all we have now
wi thin those age ranges. W have
not seen anybody since. But if
they cone, we will welcone them
with open arns as well.

When it cones to these
sensory spaces, | have to second
that nost of them are made for
i ndi vi dual s who are knee-high to a
grasshopper. Not ny age, which is
above 45. Next.

(Appl ause.)

M5. McKELVEY: | believe
he's next. | was | ast.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER
Hel | o, Council nenbers. |I'm
originally fromWashington, D. C.,

lived there for 37 years and |'ve
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noved here just eight years ago.
I''mhere to comment about energency
prepar edness and energency
announcenents on the tel evision
here. | don't see interpretation
provi ded on screen. | know
sonetinmes there is an interpreter
provi ded because | can see their

el bow of f to the side of whoever's
speaki ng, but the interpreter is
not often shown onscreen with the
speaker.

The captioning, and |I'm
sorry to say this, but the
captioni ng soneti mes you see
| anguage like, and |"'msorry to say
this, but you m ght see the words
fuck you conme up in the captions
and that's not what soneone is
saying. Sonetinmes you mght see
the words printed that say beep,
whi ch neans that the caption is
then censoring out the |anguage

that they're hearing. It is not
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t he sane access as having an
American Sign Language interpreter
on screen.

Now, to have soneone on
screen doesn't nean that that is
good enough. You need a qualified
and certified interpreter to be on
screen to give these energency
di recti ons and announcenents.
Oten during COVID tines, we saw
the use of deaf interpreters as
wel | that support various types of
I ndi vi dual s who use sign | anguage.
And that is ny comment.

It is very, very
critical for our commnity,
especially in enmergencies. Oten
I n energency situations |I have
friends who call ne to say, | saw
the news, what's going on, and we
then are within our conmunity
di ssem nating information. |If an
i nterpreter was on screen and not

cut off of the screen but on the
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screen for us to have access to,
then we'd have access to that
information just |ike everybody
el se.

(Appl ause.)

M5. McKELVEY: Hell o.
My nane is Rosalind MKelvey from
Ger mant own Deaf M nistries
Fel | owshi p, a deaf advocacy group,
and | thank you all for being here
and al so for Council woman Landau,
who's hel ped ne in many situations.
I''m al so representing, not
officially, the Southeastern
Pennsyl vani a Functi onal Needs
Subcommittee that helps with the
Red Cross and FEMA and P. J.
(i naudi bl e) who's our
representative to FEMA

l"monly here -- | wll
not repeat all of the information.
| give great appreciation for the
comment of the deaf man who spoke.

| can sign, but these are wonderf ul
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interpreters for us today and |

gi ve you praise. The short things
that | would like to give to you,
one is if you can feel the
frustration of people who are deaf
but do not speak English, W
shuohua Putonghua. | just said |
speak Chi nese. Yo habl o Espanol --
and when soneone's coning here to
Phi | adel phia, they read lips. So
we're asking that, as he said,

pl ease use certified or qualified
interpreters that know how to speak
and understand the different

| anguages com ng i n.

W al so are going to hop
down to thank you, SEPTA, for
all ow ng us to have our aides cone
free on SEPTA. Then we get to
situations and find out they cannot
come in wth us. The toileting
skills, the help they need is not
allowed. And | agree, you need to

say whet her you're accessible or
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not .

But on CCT, the deaf and
the deaf blind are held hijacked.
They get on and think they have a
short ride and it turns into two
hours. No bat hroom break and they
do not know where they're going.

So these drivers cannot talk the
| anguages.

Movi ng on down to, as he
said, the energency wards. VRI,
the little screen, if a deaf person
has an eye issue, sem -comatosed or
Is drowsy, | work as a chaplain in
a hospital, the nurses walk in and
say, oh, they're sleeping, and they
have brain tunors, things as such.
So the VRI -- and lgor is
(inaudible) onit. It is not
al ways good for a deaf person on a
screen when they have a stroke and
their hand is off canmera and you
cannot see they're trying to tel

you they're in pain and they try to
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use famlies.

So inperson interpreters
are requested by the deaf in all
t hese energency situations, and
when the caregivers have an
energency, they leave to go to
their famlies and the peopl e that
need hel p do not have even their
caregiver in an emergency
situation. So please consider that
when we're inviting people from out
of town, that the caregivers are
going to leave their clients. And
they're the ones with the
t el ephones.

Last but not | east,
usi ng in enmergency situations
peopl e who are not qualified,
sonetines we go past -- I'ma
religious interpreter, but using
t he abuser of people when they're
t he ones who know how to sign or
know anot her | anguage i s not

appropriate in any | anguage to use
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the interpreter and famly nenbers.
So please let's work together as
they say on finding solutions for

t hese and thank you.

"' mgoing to hold ny
comrents there to say Germant own
Deaf Mnistries is willing to be a
deaf advocate for any |anguage if
we can help you. Free |essons.
Thank you so nuch for your tine.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:

Did you want to say sonet hi ng?

M5. McKELVEY: Yield
back.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |
do. | think this is inportant to
menti on. Because sone people don't
under stand t he vocabul ary and the
intricacies of the English
| anguage, interpreters help to
bridge that gap and it's very
hel pful .

Sonmet hing that's very
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annoyi ng are certain signs.

There's a sign, for exanple, that

| ooks like the old sign for a disc,
like a CD, but an interpreter | saw
on screen used it to nean drugs or
nmedi cati on. That causes a mmj or
communi cation issue. There is an
evol uti on of signs being used and
peopl e change and use different

si gns dependi ng on where you're
fromand that then causes
addi ti onal conplications. W need
peopl e who are using the
appropriate use of Anerican Sign
Language when we're providing this
access.

M5. McKELVEY: And t hank
you to Channel 10 and 3 who are
trying their best to go past union
rul es because the canera nen are
supposed to get head shots, and |
have a group of people who call in
and say we cannot see the

interpreter. They don't |ike hear
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me calling, but they wll pull back
wi thin m nutes and show t he
i nterpreter on screen.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER
Speaki ng of the Eagl es Super Bow
Parade earlier, there was a wonman
who was signing and she signed on
the National Anthem You could see
her el bow, but | couldn't see her.
The deaf community was outraged.
This is inportant, very inportant.
Thank you for 1|istening.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you all. Thank you all so
much for your testinony.

Are there any additional
I ndi vidual s registered for public
coment ?

THE CLERK: There are no
nore individuals registered for
public coment.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:

There being no further questions
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from nmenbers of the conmttee and
no other witnesses to testify, is
t here anyone el se present in this
heari ng whose nane we have fail ed
to call that wi shes to offer
testinony on the resol ution being
consi dered today?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |
want to thank all the panels and
Wi tnesses for their participation
today. We val ue your opi nion.
Thi s concl udes the public hearing
of the commttee. W will now
recess this hearing until the cal
of the Chair and thank you all so
very much for your attendance.

(Committee on People
with Disabilities and Special Needs

concluded at 4:49 p.m)
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