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4/ 13/ 23 - PARKS - BILL 220969

COUNCI LWOVMAN BASS: Thank you.

Good afternoon. Before we
begin the public hearing, | would like to
make the foll owi ng announcenent:

Due to the continuing threat to
public health from COvID 19, Gty Council
conmttees are currently neeting
renotely. W are using Mcrosoft Teans
to make these renote heari ngs possible.
| nstructions for how the public may view
and offer public testinony at public
heari ngs of Council commttees are
I ncluded in the public hearing notices
that are published in the Daily News,
| nquirer, and Legal Intelligencer prior
to the hearings, and can al so be found on
PHLCounci | . com

| now note that the hour has
cone, and |'mgoing to ask the Cerk to
pl ease call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance wl |
pl ease indicate that you are present when
your nanme is called. Also say a few

bri ef words when respondi ng so that your
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Il mge wi Il be displayed on screen when
3 you speak.
4 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
> Johnson.
6 COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Present.
7 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
8 Thonas.
9 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Present.
10 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
1 Jones.
12 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Present.
13 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
14 Br ooks.
15 (No response.)
16 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
17 Harrity.
18 COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Present.
19 THE CLERK: Counci | worman
20 Gaut hi er.
21 COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Good
22 af t ernoon, Madam Chair and col | eagues.
23 Present.
24 THE CLERK: Madam Chair.
25 COUNCI LMOVAN BASS: | am
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4/ 13/ 23 - PARKS - BILL 220969
present. Thank you.

A quorum of the Conmittee is
present, and this hearing is now called
to order. This is a public hearing of
the Comm ttee on Parks, Recreation and
Cultural Affairs regarding Bill No.
220969.

|'mgoing to ask the derk,
Wi Il you please read the title of the
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 220969,
aut hori zing the Conm ssioner of Public
Property, on behalf of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, to accept a
hi storically-designated building from
2000 Arch Associates LP, which will nove
and reinstall the building on City
property, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you.

Before we begin to hear
testinony fromthe wtnesses we have for
t oday, everyone who has been invited to
the public neeting to testify should be
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4/ 13/ 23 - PARKS - BILL 220969
aware that this public hearing is being
recorded. Because the hearing is public,
participants and viewers have no
reasonabl e expectation of privacy. By
continuing to be in the neeting, you are
consenting to being recorded.

Additionally, prior to
recogni zi ng nenbers for the questions or
comments that they have for w tnesses, |
will note for the record at this tine
that we will use the Chat feature
avail able in Mcrosoft Teans to all ow
nmenbers to signify that they want to be
recogni zed. And in order to conply with
t he Sunshine Act, the Chat feature nust
only be used for that purpose.

The Clerk, wll you please call
the first panel we have to testify today
for Bill No. 220969.

THE CLERK: The first speaker
we have today is Bob Allen.

MR. ALLEN: Can you hear ne?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Yes.

MR. ALLEN: Am | com ng through
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4/ 13/ 23 - PARKS - BILL 220969
clearly? Excellent. Thank you.

Good afternoon, Committee Chair
Bass, Vice Chair Jones, and Conmittee
menbers. M nane is Bob Allen and |
serve as Director of Property and
Concessi ons Managenent for the Departnent
of Parks and Recreation. |'mpleased to
appear before you today on behalf of the
Departnent in support of Bill No. 220969
I ntroduced by the Council President.

The ordi nance woul d aut hori ze
the Gty of Phil adel phia, through the
Departnent of Public Property, to accept
a small, one-story historically
desi gnated building to be relocated and
reinstall ed on the grounds of Sedgl ey
Porter House in East Park and becone part
of the Fairnmount Park system under the
jurisdiction of Parks and Recreation.

The building in question, which
we sinply call the Gulf Station, was
constructed as a gas station by the Gl f
Refining Conpany in 1930 and desi gnat ed

as historic by the Hi storical Conmm ssion
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4/ 13/ 23 - PARKS - BILL 220969
in 1981 because it was consi dered one of,
If not the last, surviving early gas
stations in the Gty.

The @ulf Station has already
been noved from 20th and Arch to all ow
Par kway Corporation to begin construction
of the building that wll becone the
nati onal headquarters of Chubb. Parkway
and the Departnent have agreed on a
construction |license and donati on
agreenent, which is in the final stages
of conpletion. W, as recently as | ast
eveni ng, have been exchangi ng i nformation
about the indemification, and | know
that the conpleted agreenent will be
amended as an exhibit onto the bill to
finalize its reinstallation and gift to
the Gty.

So the Admi nistration is
requesting that Cty Council approve Bill
No. 220966 to permt Public Property to
accept the donation of the Gulf Station,
wWith a request for a suspension of the

rules such that the report fromConmittee
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4/ 13/ 23 - PARKS - BILL 220969

wi Il be deened to be a first reading.

So thank you. | would be happy
to answer any questions you nmay have.

COUNCI LWOVMAN BASS: Thank you.
We're going to hold the questions. Thank
you, M. Allen.

And can we have the Cerk call
t he next speaker, please.

THE CLERK: Madam Chair, the
next speaker is Wal e Mabogunj e.

MR. MABOGUNJE: Good afternoon.
This is Wal e Mabogunje wth Parkway. Can
everyone hear ne clearly?

COUNCI LWOVMAN BASS: We can hear
you cl early.

MR MABOGUNJE: Thank you very
much.

Good afternoon again, Chair
Bass. Thanks for the opportunity to
testify today. As | nentioned, ny nane
I's Wal e Mabogunje. |I'm Vice President of
Real Estate and the project executive at
Par kway Cor poration responsible for the

desi gn, devel opnent, and construction of
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4/ 13/ 23 - PARKS - BILL 220969
t he new project for Chubb/ ACE Aneri can
| nsurance Conpany at 2000 Arch. As Bob
nmenti oned, we are pleased to be able to
contribute this historic and useful
building to the Gty as an addition to
t he Sedgl ey Porter House site in
Fai rmount Park. The rel ocation, nade
possi bl e through col | aboration with
Council President C arke and various Gty
departnents, along with the approval of
the Hi storic Conm ssion and the Art
Comm ssion and facilitation by the
Departnent of Parks and Rec, will allow
for the full devel opnment of our building
at 2000 Arch Street, which is a 551, 000
gross square foot professional office
building at a cost of over 408 million,
which wll provide between 200 and 600
construction jobs while retaining 1,200
per manent office jobs and addi ng anot her
1, 800 new office jobs.

|f there are any questions for

nme as part of the devel opnent team I|'d

be happy to answer them at your

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Committee on Parks, Recreation & Cultural Affairs 10

4/ 13/ 2023

4/ 13/ 23 - PARKS - BILL 220969

conveni ence.

3 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Well, thank

4 you for your testinony today.

5 | don't have any questions for

6 either wtness, but | would open it up to

7 my coll eagues to see if there are any

8 guestions anong ny col | eagues.

9 And | don't see anyone. If |I'm

10 m ssing you, you can just junp in here.

11 Sonehow | don't see you and you have a

12 guestion, but it doesn't |look |ike there

13 are any questi ons.

14 So thank you for your

15 t esti nony.

16 And let ne ask if there are any

17 ot her witnesses or panels to testify,

18 M. derk?

19 THE CLERK: Madam Chair, that

20 is all the speakers that we have for

21 t oday.

22 COUNCI LWOMAN BASS:  Ckay.

23 Well, there being no further questions

24 from menbers of the Committee and no

25 further witnesses to testify on Bill No.
LEXI TAS
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4/ 13/ 23 - PARKS - BILL 220969

220969, | will ask if there is anyone
el se present in this hearing whose nane
we have failed to call and that w shes to
offer testinony on the bill being
consi dered today?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: And hearing
none, | want to thank the panels and
W tnesses for their participation today.
We val ue your opinions. And | nowinvite
all panels and witnesses to pl ease
di sconnect fromthe hearing before we go
Into our public neeting on the bill. W
wi || now pause the proceedings briefly as
mul tiple participants | eave the heari ng.

All right. And this concl udes
the public hearing of the Commttee. W
will now go into a public neeting to
consi der the action to be taken on the
bill before this Commttee today.

And we're going to ask the
Clerk to please call the roll again.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber

Johnson.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: | 'm sorry.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  I' m here.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: M. derk,
before you do that, |I'msorry.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  I' m here.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Hol d on.
Hol d on. Pause one second. M
apologies. | think |I skipped a step, so
| want to procedurally make sure that
we're correct.

| want to just fornmally state
that we're now going into the public
neeting. So we have ended the public
hearing and we are now going into the
publ i c neeting.

And now, M. Cerk, if you
could call the roll.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Her e.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Thomas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
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4/ 13/ 23 - PARKS - BILL 220969

Jones.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Br ooks.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: Present,
present, present.

THE CLERK: And Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

Present.

THE CLERK: Ckay. Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: And of
course | ampresent. And so we have
mai nt ai ned a quorum  Thank you.

A quorum of the Committee is
present, and the Commttee neeting i s now
called to order. And we want to do a
report on Bill No. 220969.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Gauthier for a notion on
Bill No. 220969.

LEXI TAS
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COUNCI LMOVAN GAUTHI ER:  Thank
you, Madam Chair. | nove that Bill No.
220969 be reported fromthis Commttee
with a favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading of this
bill at our next session of Council.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Can we get
a second?

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWMOVAN BASS: Thank you.
The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | renber Harrity seconds the notion.

It's been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 220969 be reported
fromthis Committee with a favorable
recomrendati on and further noved that the
rules of Council be suspended to permt
first reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council .

Al'l of those in favor of this
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVMAN BASS:  |'s there

LEXI TAS
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4/ 13/ 23 - PARKS - BILL 220969
anyone opposed? Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: The ayes
have it. The notion carries. And
actually I"'msorry. | want to -- no.
There was a rul es suspension. Ckay.
Very good.

Thi s concl udes the busi ness
before the Commttee on Parks and
Recreation and Cultural Affairs.

Thank you very nmuch for your
att endance today, and have a great
af t er noon.

(Commttee on Parks, Recreation
and Cultural Affairs concluded at 1:32

p.m)
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