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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Good
norning. Before we begin the public
hearing, | wll nake the foll ow ng
announcenent: Due to the COVID
threat to the public health from
COVID-19, Gty Council Commttees are
currently neeting renotely. W are
using M crosoft Teans to nake these
renot e hearings possible.

I nstructions for how the
public may view and offer public
testinony at public hearings of
Council Commttees are included in
the public hearing notices that are
published in the Daily News, |nquirer
and Legal Intelligencer prior to the
heari ngs and can al so be found on
PHLCouncil.com | now note that the
hour has cone.

Ms. Schultz, will you pl ease
call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance wl|
pl ease indicate they are present when

you hear your nane is called. Also,
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1 please say a few brief words when

2 responding so that your inmage will be

3 displayed on the screen when you

4  speak.

5 THE CLERK: Good afternoon,

6 everyone. Council nmenber Gauthier.

7 COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

8 Present. Good norning, Madam Chair

9 and col |l eagues and Phi | adel phi a.

10 THE CLERK: Thank you.

11 Councilmenber Ch | don't believe is

12 present.

13 Counci | menber Driscoll.

14 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

15 Present. Good norning.

16 THE CLERK: Thank you. Good

17 norni ng.

18 Counci | mrenber Harrity.

19 COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

20 Present. Good norning.

21 THE CLERK: Good norni ng.

22 Thank you.

23 Counci | menber Vaughn.

24 (No response.)

25 THE CLERK: | don't believe
LEXI TAS

215-504- 4622




PUBLI C PROP/ WORKS COWM TTEE
2/ 15/ 2023

=

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

we have Counci |l nenber Vaughn.

Vi ce-Chair Squilla.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good
nor ni ng, Madam Chair and col | eagues.
Present.

THE CLERK: Good nor ni ng.
And, Chair Lozada, ny fabul ous boss.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Good
norni ng. Good norning. Thank you.
A quorumof this Conmttee is present
and this hearing is now called to
order. This is the public hearing of
the Commttee of Public Wrks and
Public Property regarding Bill Nos.
220419 and 220845.

Ms. Schultz, would you
pl ease read the titles of the bills.

THE CLERK: Yes. W have
Bill No. 220419, an ordi nance
aut hori zi ng the Conmm ssi oner of
Public Property, on behalf of the
Cty of Philadelphia, to acquire fee
sinple title or a |l esser real estate
I nterest from Phil adel phia Authority

for Industrial Devel opnent to all or
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a portion of a parcel or parcels of

| and | ocated in and about the area by
56th Street, Lindbergh Boul evard,

61lst Street, Passyunk Avenue and the
Schuyl kill River, and to grant an
easenent to PAID for access across
the parcel for the construction and
mai nt enance of an accessway, all

under certain terns and conditions.

And Bill No. 220845, an
ordi nance renam ng and desi gnati ng
the area of | and bounded by 54th
Street, Wnnfield Avenue and Wodbi ne
Avenue as "The Wnnfield Veterans
Menori al . "

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you. Before beginning to hear
testinony fromw tnesses we have for
t oday, everyone who has been invited
to the neeting to testify should be
aware that this public hearing is
bei ng recorded. Because the hearing
I's public, participants and viewers
have no reasonabl e expectati on of

privacy. By continuing to be in this
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neeting, you are consenting to being
recor ded.

Additionally, prior to
recogni zi ng Menbers for the questions
or coments they have for wtnesses,
| will note for the record at this
time that we wll use the chat
feature available in Mcrosoft Teans
to allow Menbers to signify that they
wi sh to recognized. In order to
conply with the Sunshine Act, the
chat feature nust only be used for
t hi s purpose.

Ms. Schultz, would you
pl ease call the first panel we have
to testify this nmorning on Bill No.
2204109.

THE CLERK: Yes, Chairwonman.
| call M. Thomas Dalfo to testify.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Good
norni ng. Are you connected and ready
to proceed?

MR. DALFO | am Good
nor ni ng, Madam Chai r person and

menbers of the Comm tt ee.
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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Good
norning. Pl ease --

MR DALFO MW nane --

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: - -
state your nane for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

MR. DALFO Sure. M nane
Is Thomas Dalfo. | represent the
Phi | adel phia I ndustrial Devel opnent
Corporation or PIDC, and the
Phi | adel phia Authority for Industrial
Devel opnent or PAID. |'mhere to
testify in support of Bill No.
2204109.

This bill authorizes --
pardon nme. This bill authorizes the
City of Philadel phia to acquire
t hrough donation from PAI D
approximtely 3.4 acre area of |and
| ocated al ong the Schuylkill R ver
between 58th Street and 61st Street
I n Sout hwest Phil adel phia. And for
the City to grant PAID a perpetual
assi gnabl e access easenent as noted

in the |egislation.
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The Gty's acquisition of
the site will allow for the extension
of the Bartramis M1l e segnent of the
Schuyl kill River Trail, part of which
is already in place on a portion of
this parcel. It wll enable the
trail to continue south to 61st
Street, a major arterial road, with
bi ke | anes that connect to
residential areas of Southwest
Phi | adel phia and job centers in South
Phi | adel phi a via Passyunk Avenue.

I n exchange for this
donation, the Gty will grant PAID a
per manent assi gnabl e access easenent
to construct and maintain an access
road to our devel opnent properties
al ong the Schuylkill River. This
will divert truck traffic from
adj acent residential areas.

Si nce the adoption of the
Lower Schuyl kill River Mster Plan by
the Gty Planning Conm ssion in My
2013, PADC has been actively

preparing the area to support nodern
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I ndustrial devel opnent through the
followng efforts: W' ve addressed
envi ronnental contam nation on nearly
20 acres of -- sorry, 60 acres of
vacant industrial properties. W've
wor ked closely with the Gty's
Department of Parks & Recreation and
the Schuyl kill River Devel opnent
Cor poration to design and construct
the Bartranis M|l e segnent of the
Schuyl kill River Trail.

The conveyance of | and and
t he associ at ed easenent described in
this bill represent the |atest step
I n our process to reposition this
area into a 21st century industria
district. | would ask that the
Comm ttee consider this bil
favorably and that the rul es of
Counci|l be suspended to permt first
readi ng at the next regularly
schedul ed neeting of Council. Thank
you for the opportunity to testify.
"Il be nore than happy to answer any

guestions you may have.
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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you for your testinony.

Are there any questions or
comments from nenbers of the
Conm ttee for this panel?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:

Heari ng none, Ms. Schultz, wll you
pl ease call the next panel we have to
testify this norning on Bill No.
2204109.

THE CLERK: | wll. | do
see Council man Jones has his hand up.
| understand Council man Jones i s not
a menber of the Commttee but is --

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  The
Chair recogni zes Counci |l man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Madam
Chair, this is for the next bill
dealing with the Wnnefield area.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: kay.
We can conti nue.

Ms. Schultz, please call the
next panel we have to testify this

nmorning on Bill 220419.
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THE CLERK: We have no
further w tnesses on 2204109.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: W

are --

THE CLERK: So unless there
Is any further testinony, | believe
we can nove to Bill 220845.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Pl ease
call the panel.

THE CLERK: | call M chael
Reid to testify.

MR. REID: Good norning.
"' m M chael Reid.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Good
norni ng, M. Reid.

MR REID: Good norning to
the panel. Good --

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Pl ease
begi n your testinony.

MR REID: -- norning, |I'm
M chael Reid. Are you ready for ny
testi nony now?

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: W
are.

MR REID. M chael Reid,

LEXI TAS
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Sergeant First Class United States
Arny retired, also past President of
t he Wnnefi el d Residents Associ ation,
the WRA as it's known. | have been
taking care of these grounds at 54th
Street and Wnnefield Avenue for over
15 years, now ng the | awn, whacking

t he weeds, planting grass seed and
rai sing and |lowering the prison --
PONM and the Stars and Stri pes.

Over the past several years,
this plot of |and has becone known as
the unofficial Wnnefield Veterans
Menorial by residents of the
communi ty and surroundi ng
nei ghbor hoods. In 2015 while serving
as President of the WRA, | started
havi ng an annual Veterans Day
cerenony there.

What started out as a snall
gat hering of two dozen veterans and
civilians has now grown to over 400
participants fromnot only Wnnefield
but all areas of Phil adel phi a.

Vet erans organi zati ons who return
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every year and are now per nmanent
fixtures of our cerenony include the
Pennsyl vani a Ameri can Legi on,
Penndel phi a Det achnment 306,

Phi | adel phi a Veterans of Foreign
Wars, St. Joseph's, Air Force ROTC
and the Gty of Philadelphia' s Ofice
of Veterans Affair and the Nati onal
Associ ation of Bl ack Veterans.

Veterans who live in and
around surroundi ng communities and
t hose who pass by in transit often
comment about how t he dynam c
transformati on of the site has taken
with the additional of three huge
rock boul ders that have attached
pl aques honoring not only Wnnefield
veterans, but all veterans of
Phi | adel phi a and beyond.

There was only one boul der
on that site for many years and it
honored those who served in World War
. Now, we have three plaques. W
al so added a standi ng 8-foot high

mar ker that describes this site

LEXI TAS
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bei ng dedicated to all veterans of
Wnnefield who served in the United
States Arned Services. As a result,
|"ve heard comments fromthose who
served in the Arned Services after
the Great War, that they now feel
nore wel conme and appreci ated when
they cone to pass by what | refer to
as this peace of sacred ground in
Wnnefi el d.

Subsequently, this area that
had grass and weeds that grew
absurdly out of control where people
passed by threw bottles, cans,
cigarette butts and other debris is
now a beacon of pride and dedi cation
to former mlitary and civilians
alike. Wth that said, | would Iike
the Gty to officially proclaimthis
site as The Wnnefield Veterans
Menorial. Thank you. That concl udes
ny testinony.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Thank
you for your service. Thank you for

your testinony.
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Counci | man Jones, woul d you
like to wait until after the panel is
done and then you would |ike to speak
or do you want to be recogni zed now?

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | can
wait until after the other panel
speak, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: kay.
Thank you.

Ms. Schultz, can you pl ease
call the next panel.

THE CLERK: The next
panelist is Crystal Mrris to
testify.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:

Crystal Morris.

M5. MORRIS: Yes, |'mhere.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA: Can
you pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed with your
t esti nony.

M5. MORRIS: M nane is
Crystal Morris. Good norning, Public
Property Conmittee nenbers. Thank

you, Council menber Jones, for

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




PUBLI C PROP/ WORKS COWM TTEE
2/ 15/ 2023

16

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

under st andi ng the i nportance of
recogni zi ng our veterans' sacrifices
t hrough your introduction of Bill No.
220845, whi ch designates the area of
| and bounded by 54th Street,
Wnnefi el d and Wodbi ne Avenues as
The Wnnefield Veterans Menori al .

Again, nmy nanme is Crystal
Morris. |'mpresident of the
Wnnefi el d Residents Associ ati on.

Est abl i shed in 1957, we are proud to
be one of the oldest continually
operating civic groups in the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a and understand the
significance of a rich history.

Those who advocate for war
have never gone to one, never buried
a | oved one, never said good-bye to a
son or daughter never to hold them
again. Anerican phil osopher Ceorge
Sant ayana quot ed, Those who cannot
not renenber the past are condemed
to repeat it. There are far too few
pl aces in Phil adel phia to pause and

remenber the past, to give thanks to
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t hose who gave the ultinmate
sacrifice. Those who went to war
returned to their famlies and
communi ti es changed. Many never
returned at all.

In a time where sone seek to
rewite history or worse, totally
erase it fromour nenories, our
future generations deserve the
opportunity to know where they cane
from This Wnnefield Veterans
Menori al stands as a beacon of |ight
to all who pass it daily, a shining
rem nder of the greatness from which
we are born and the bravery required
to keep us free.

Pl ease vote yes to preserve
our living nenorial to those who gave
their lives so we could be free.
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:  Thank
you for your testinony.

Are there any questions or
comrents from nmenbers of the

Commttee for this panel?

LEXI TAS
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The Chair recognizes
Counci | man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, Madam Chair.

And | want to thank the
Wnnefi el d Residents Association's
current and former President for
passi ng the baton of this particul ar
project. The Menorial has becone
nore than just a boulder. It has
becone a destination honoring
veterans in the Wnnefield area but
I n the surroundi ng areas.

Al'l you have to do is go to,
attend, a veterans flag-raising
there, a weath-laying there and you
get a sense of purpose. You get a
sense of destination. And it started
with a sergeant with a broom j ust
weeding the area and it grewto so
much nor e.

And when you hear the
stories of the veterans and the
sacrifices that they nmade and the

friendshi ps that they nade on behal f
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of this country, you understand that
this is nore than just a rock. It is
a piece of the rock that veterans
paid for with their |ives sonetines.

And | amtruly thankful, and
may | call you Crystal and may | cal
you M ke, in the sense of what that
has nmeant to our community. And so,
| enthusiastically support the
passage of this Menorial's
desi gnation and forever grateful to
t he nei ghborhood | eadershi p that
brought it about.

Thank you, Madam Chair and
menbers of the Conmttee.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you, Counci |l nenber Jones.

Are there any others who
would i ke to present testinony or
are there questions for any nmenbers
of this panel?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:

Hearing no further questions from

menbers of this panel and there being

LEXI TAS
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no ot her panelists to testify, we
will take a brief break to connect
menbers of the public that wish to
testify on the two bills before the
Commi tt ee today.

Ms. Schultz, would you
pl ease call the first public
commenter we have to testify this
norning on any of the bills before
the Commttee today?

THE CLERK: (Mt ed).

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  You're
on nute.

THE CLERK: Sorry about
that. We have heard all of the
testinony that | am aware of.

| s there anybody el se
present that wishes to testify or is
t here anyone aware of any further
testi nony?

(No response.)

THE CLERK: | believe the
testinony is conplete and we can nove
to the public neeting.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Ckay.
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There being no further questions from
menbers of the Commttee and ot her
W tnesses to testify on Bill No.
220419 and Bill No. 220845, | will
ask if there is anyone el se present
in this hearing whose nane we have
failed to call and that w shes to
offer testinony on the bills being
consi dered today?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: | hear
none. | want to thank the panel and
the witnesses for their participation
today. W val ue your opinions. |
now invite all panels and w tnesses
to pl ease di sconnect fromthe hearing
before we go into our public neeting
on the bills.

W wi |l now pause the
proceedings briefly as multiple
participants wll |eave the hearing.

THE CLERK: Al so, Council man
Driscoll is working on com ng back
I nto the neeting.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thi s
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concl udes the public hearing of the
Commttee. W will now go into the
public nmeeting to consider the action
to be taken on the bills before this
Commttee today. W will now convene
t he public neeting.

Ms. Schultz, will you pl ease
call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are present, please
I ndi cate you are present when your
name is called. Also, please say a
few brief words when respondi ng so
that your inmage will be displayed on
screen.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | menber

Ch.
(No response.)
THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Driscoll.
(No response.)
THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Harrity.
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COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Here.

THE CLERK: Thank you,
Counci | menber Harrity.

Counci | renber Vaughn.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Squi I | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci
Chai rwoman Lozada.

COUNCI LWMOVAN LOZADA:  |I'm
her e.

THE CLERK: We're just
wor ki ng on getting Council nenber
Driscoll back and then we w il have a
quor um

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So as
Majority Leader, | amon al
Conmmittees, so you can count ne as a
part of that quorum

THE CLERK: Wbnderful,
Counci | menber Jones.

Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Pr esent.
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THE CLERK: Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: W
will now take a nmotion, is it, for
Bill No. 220419.

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Squilla, I was in the process of
emai ling you. Being that we | ost one
of our Council menbers, would you
m nd?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  No
probl em

THE CLERK: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, Madam Chair.

| offer an amendnment to Bill
No. 220419. A copy of the anendnent
has been circulated to all nenbers of
the Commttee. | nove that the
amendnment to Bill No. 220419 be
approved.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA: As
anmended.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  The

Chair recogni zes Counci | menber Jones

LEXI TAS
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1 as seconded.

2 COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: The

3 ayes -- is anyone opposed? No

4 opposed. The ayes have it. The

S notion carries --

6 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Hol d

7 on, hold on, Page 8. [It's been noved

8 and properly seconded.

9 COUNCI LMOVAN LOZADA:  |I'm

10 sorry. It has been noved and

11  properly seconded that the amendnent

12 for Bill No. 220419 be approved.

13 Al'l those in favor of the

14  potion will signify by saying aye.

15 (Aye.)

16 COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Those

17  opposed?

18 (No response.)

19 COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: The

20 ayes have it. The anmendnent for Bil

21 No. 220419 has been approved.

22 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Mbve on

23  to Page 9.

24 COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Yes.

25 Can we have a notion for Bill No.
LEXI TAS
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220419.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, Madam Chair.

| nmove that Bill No. 220419
as anended be reported fromthis
Commttee wwth a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that
the rules of Council be suspended as
to permt the first reading of this
bill at our next session of Council.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: It has
been noved and properly seconded that
Bill No. 220419 as anmended be
reported fromthis Commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further
nove that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first readi ng of
this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

Al'l those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Those

opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Squilla for a notion to
anmend Bill No. 220845.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, Madam Chair.

| offer an anmendnent to Bill
No. 220845. A copy of the anendnent
has been circulated to all nenbers of
the Commttee. | nove that the
amendnment to Bill No. 220845 be
approved.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: It has
been noved and properly seconded t hat
the amendnment to Bill No. 220845 be
approved.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Those

opposed?

(No response.)
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1 COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  The
2 ayes have it and the anendnent to
3 Bill No. 220845 has been approved.
4 The Chair recognizes
5 Councilman Squilla for a notion on
6 Bill No. 220845 as anended.
7 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
8 you, Madam Chair.
9 | nmove that Bill No. 220845
10 as anended be reported fromthis
11 Conmttee with a favorable
12 recommendati on and further nove that
13 the rules of Council be suspended to
14 the permt the first reading of this
15 bill at the next session of Council.
16 COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Second.
17 COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: It has
18 been noved and properly seconded that
19 Bill No. 220845 as anended be
20 reported fromthis Commttee with a
21  favorable recomendati on and further
22 nove that the rules of Council be
23 suspended to permt first readi ng of
24 this bill at the next session of
25  Council.
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Al'l those in favor of this

nmotion will signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

Thi s concl udes the business
before the Commttee of Public
Property and Public Wrks today.
Thank you all very nmuch for your
attendance and for being patient with
me on ny very first Commttee
hearing. Thank you very nuch. You
all have a good --

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  You did
great, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Good
j ob, Counci | wonman.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, Madam Chair. Thank you. G eat
j ob.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank

you.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you. Good job, Liz.

THE CLERK: Thank you,
everyone.

(Comm ttee on Public
Property and Public Wrks concl uded
at 10:32 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

|, hereby certify that the
proceedi ngs and evi dence noted are contai ned
fully and accurately in the stenographic
notes taken by nme in the foregoing matter,
and this is a correct transcript of the

sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of
this transcript does not apply to any
reproduction of the same by any neans, unless
under the direct control and/or supervision

of the certifying reporter.)
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