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01/ 23/ 2025

COUNCIL OF THE I TY OF PHI LADELPH A

STATED MEETI NG

Room 400, Gty Hal

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a
January 23, 2025
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT KENYATTA JOHNSON
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COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER
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COUNCI LMAN JI M HARRI TY

COUNCI LMAN CURTI'S J. JONES, JR
COUNCI LWOVAN RUE LANDAU

COUNCI LWOVAN QUETCY M LOZADA
COUNCI LMAN BRI AN J. O NEI LL

COUNCI LMAN NI COLAS O ROURKE

COUNCI LMAN ANTHONY PHI LLI PS

COUNCI LMAN MVARK SQUI LLA

COUNCI LMAN | SAI AH THOVAS

COUNCI LMAN JEFFREY YOUNG, JR

ELI ZABETH McCOLLUM NAZARI O, CHI EF CLERK
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1/ 23/ 25 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Good norni ng, everyone.
(Good norning.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good norni ng, everyone.
(Good norning.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT

JOHNSON: | note that the hour has
cone and a quorumof this Council is
present. | wll ask all nenbers to
take your seats. | wll ask al

visitors to retire outside the
rails. And before proceeding, |
wi Il ask all those present to pl ease
set your cell phones to silent or
vibrate, and | will ask for anyone
in the chanber with sidebar
conversations to please take it out
of the chanber.

To give our invocation
this norning, the Chair recognizes
the Reverend Dr. Leslie D. Callahan,

Pastor of the Saint Paul's Bapti st
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1/ 23/ 25 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
Church. She is here today as the
guest of Council nenber N col as
O Rourke. | wll ask all nenbers
and guests to please rise.

(Counci | menmbers, visitors
and guests rise.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Past or Cal | ahan, please
take the rostrum

REV. DR CALLAHAN:

M. Council President, Gty
Counci | menbers and all who are
gat hered, let us pray.

Al m ghty and | ovi ng God,
we recognize the privilege that it
Is to sit and stand and live in a
city known as the birthpl ace of
liberty and the cradle of denocracy.
We are particularly m ndful of his
privilege at a tinme when we are
faced wwth just how fragile liberty
and denocracy can be.

W give you thanks for
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this opening of the |egislative
session. Openings and new
begi nnings are a blessing. W give
you t hanks for having al ready opened
t he wi ndows of heaven and pouring
out goodness and ki ndness and this
norni ng renewi ng nercy.

We pray for the Counci
to have openness of perspective and
vision, ideas and ingenuity. W
pray that their solutions wll be
borne of the best of the political
process with an awareness of and
commtnent to the dignity of all.

W pray for the well -
bei ng of our city, of our state, of
our nation. Loving God, bless our
Mayor and Council President. Gve
them and all of the Council w sdom
and insight. Mke themand all of
us especially mndful of the nobst
vul nerabl e, the children, the

seni ors, the poor, the unhoused and
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housi ng i nsecure, especially in
these frigid tenperatures.

Hel p us to be m ndful of
the faithful and the agnostic, the
at hei st and the believer, the civic-
m nded and the di sengaged. And at
the end of this session, whatever
may be said of this |egislative body
and its deliberations, may it al so
be said that this body and their
del i berations contribute to the
strengt heni ng of the val ues of
denocracy in all 10 Districts and at
| ar ge.

And in the nane of the
God who answers when call ed by many
nanmes and in the power of justice
and ri ghteousness for the sake of
openness and denocracy, we pray.
Amen.

(Amen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council w Il now be at
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ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The next order of business
is the approval of the Journal of
t he neeting of Thursday, Decenber
19, 2024.

The Chair recognizes
Deputy Wi p Counci | nrenber Ci ndy
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove that the Journal
of the neeting of Thursday, Decenber
19, 2024 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Journal
of the neeting of Thursday, Decenber
19, 2024 stand approved.

Al those in favor wl|

signify by saying aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
Journal is approved.

The next order of
busi ness is request for |eaves of
absence.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Majority Leader
Kat herine G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President.

On behal f of the
Majority, a |leave of absence is
requested for Council nenber N na
Ahmad.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the

Counci | renber, and | eave wll be
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gr ant ed.

The Chair recognizes
M nority Leader Kendra Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you, Council President.

There are no requests for
| eave fromthe Mnority.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
menber .

The Chair now recogni zes
Majority Leader G | nore Richardson
for a notion concerning certain
| egi sl ative matters that nmay ari se
during the course of today's session
of Council and that there were not
| i sted on the Cal endar circul ated
prior to today's session.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Thank you,
M. President.

| nove that any of the

following matters, if considered
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today, may be added to the agenda
for this session of Council, and as
requi red by | aw, subsequently
publ i shed on an anended agenda after
t he consideration of those matters:
resol uti ons authori zi ng hearings,
anmendnents to bills on first
readi ng, the reconsideration of a
bill vetoed by or re-called fromthe
Mayor, anendnents to bills re-called
fromthe Mayor, resolutions taking
substantive action to be voted on in
this session, a notion to wthdraw a
bill or resolution that is not on
the Cal endar, and a notion placing a
bill or resolution on or returning a
bill or resolution fromthe
Suspensi on Cal endar that is not
listed on today's Cal endar.

The purpose of this
notion is to provide the public with
noti ce concerni ng possi bl e actions

by Council that arose too |late to be
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i ncl uded on the Cal endar that was
publ i shed prior to today's session.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: |Is there a second?

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
| egi slative matters stated by
Counci | mrenber G | nore Ri chardson may
be added to the agenda for today
shoul d those matters arise during
t he course of this session of
Counci | .

Al those in favor wl|
I ndi cate by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the

notion carri es.
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The Chair will continue
with the regul ar order of business
to recogni ze the guests and visitors
joining us in chanbers this norning.

On behal f of all nenbers
of Gty Council, | welcone you to
our Council session. W appreciate
your taking the time to join us as
we attend to the legislative affairs
of our city. W certainly invite
you to cone again and Happy New Year
to everyone.

| want to take a matter
of personal privilege to now
acknow edge the foll ow ng
I ndi viduals who are joining us in
our Gty Council chanbers today:
Federal Judge Tinothy Savage; City
Conmm ssi oner Lisa Deel ey;
Counci | mrenber Sharon -- forner
Counci | nrenber and Honor abl e Shar on
Vaughn; former Chief of derk

Patricia Rafferty, Judge Janes
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Crum i sh; Judge Joshua Roberts;
State Representative Joseph
Hohenstein and Ti nothy J. Savage,
Denocratic Ward Leader. Can we give
them a round of applause for joining
us today.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair takes this tine
to acknow edge Council menber G ndy
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. President.

And | just wanted to take
a nonent today as we're recogni zing
Central H gh School's tennis team
the girls tennis team [|f you al
could stand up, here in the bal cony.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMOVAN BASS: Qur
out st andi ng student athletes from
Central H gh School, which is in the

8th Council District, but also that
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they didn't just stop at winning the
teamtitle. They swept the District
Chanpi onship in team singles and
doubl es and that just conpletely
dom nated with their athletic
tal ent.

So we just wanted to
recogni ze each and every one of them
as they're here today. And we are
offering a resolution on their
behal f today here in Phil adel phia
Cty Council.

Thank you, M. President.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

The next order of
busi ness i s conmuni cations. The
Chair requests that the Sergeant-at-
Arnms deliver the nessages fromthe
Mayor to the Chief derk.

WIl the Chief Cerk

pl ease read the nessage fromthe
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Mayor and any ot her communi cati ons
i n her possession.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nmenbers of the Counci
of the Gty of Philadel phia, | am
pl eased to advise you that on
Decenber 23, 2024 | signed the
following bills which were passed by
Council at its session on Decenber
19, 2024: Bill Nos. 240963,
240964- A, 240966, 240967, 240968,
240969, 240970, 240971, 240972,
240973, 241062- A and 241084.

And that on Decenber
23rd, | signed the following bills
whi ch were passed by Council at its
sessi on On Decenber 12, 2024: Bill
Nos. 240932, 241055, and 240159.

And | am pl eased to
advi se you that on January 15, 2025
| signed the following bills which
wer e passed by Council at its

sessi on on Decenber 19, 2024: Bil
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Nos. 241022 and 241023. And that
al so on January 15th, | signed the
follow ng bills which were passed by
Council at its session on Decenber
12, 2024: Bill Nos. 240430, 240612,
240871, 241029, 241031, 241050,
241051, 241052, 241053, 241054,
241058, 241061 and 241063.

And then |I'm subm tting
herewith for the consideration of
your Honorabl e body the foll ow ng
proposed ordi nance: An ordi nance
aut hori zi ng the Procurenent
Commi ssioner to enter into
agreenents to purchase electricity,
natural gas and notor fuel for use
by the Gty and City facilities and
vehi cl es, including agreenents that
obl i gate paynent for delivery of
such energy supplies in future
fiscal years, all under certain
terms and conditions; and

A resol ution authorizing
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t he Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 2406, 2434, 2440, 2444
North 6th Street, 2425 and 2427
North 7th Street, 2434, 2438, 2440
and 2445 North Marshall Street
| ocated in the 5th Council manic
District in accordance with the
terms of Chapter 16-700 of The

Phi | adel phi a Code; and

A resol ution authorizing

t he Commi ssioner of Public Property
to execute and deliver to the

Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent Authority
deeds conveying fee sinple title to
2406, 2434, 2440, 2444 North 6th
Street, 2425, 2427 North 7th Street,
2400, 2403, 2455 North 15th Street,
2424, 2460 North 16th Street, 2415
North Bancroft Street, 1509 West
Boston Street, 1500 and 1507 West
Cunberl and Street, 1501-03, 1510
West Berks Street, 1422 and 1437
West Hagert Street, 1422 and 1430
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Letterly Street, 2434, 2438, 2440,
2445 North Marshall Street, 2452
North Mol e Street, 2418, 2419, 2421,
2428 and 2433 North Sydenham Street
in the 5th Councilmnic District of
the Gty of Phil adel phia and further
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phi a
Redevel opnent Authority to transfer
to the Phil adel phia Land Bank fee
sinple title to such properties
pursuant to Section 16-405 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code; and

A resol ution authorizing
t he Commi ssioner of Public Property
to execute and deliver to the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent Aut hority
deeds conveying fee sinple title to
623R North 55th Street, 5110 Harl an
Street, 5122-24 Harlan Street, 2117
North Dover Street, 2715 North Dover
Street, 2731 North 29th Street, 2738
West Silver Street, 2703 West

Sterner Street, 2714 \West Sterner
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Street, 2717 West Sterner Street,
2627 West Lehi gh Avenue, 2629-31
West Lehi gh Avenue, 2623 West Sil ver
Street, 2726 West Sterner Street,
2705 West Sterner Street, 2710 West
Sterner Street, 2723, 2731 West
Sterner Street, 2655 West Sil ver
Street, 2626 West Silver Street,
2720 North 28th Street, 2715 West
Sterner Street, 2749 Wst Sterner
Street, 2733 West Sterner Street,
2647 West Lehi gh Avenue, 2711 West
Sterner Street, 2628 West Silver
Street, 2655 West Sterner Street and
2651 West Silver Street in the 4th
Councilmanic District of the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a and further authorizing
t he Phil adel phi a Redevel opnent
Authority to transfer to the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank fee sinple
title to such properties pursuant to
Section 16-405 of The Phil adel phi a
Code; and
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A resol ution authori zing
t he Commi ssi oner of Public Property
to execute and deliver to the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnment Authority
t hese conveying fee sinple title to
719 South 51st Street, 1124 South
56th Street and 1218 North 41st
Street in the 3rd Council manic
District of the City of Philadel phia
and further authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent Authority
to transfer to the Phil adel phia Land
Bank fee sinple title to such
properties pursuant to Section
16- 405 of The Phil adel phi a Code.

And |'m pl eased to advi se
you that on January 22nd | signed
the follow ng bill which was passed
by Council at its session on
Decenber 12, 2024: Bill No. 241025.

Counci|l President, there
are no further comrunications in ny

possessi on.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. The nessages
will be printed in the Journal.

The next order of
busi ness is the introduction of
bills and resol utions.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Wel|l, good norning everyone.
Wel cone back to Philadelphia City
Council to everyone that's here
today. And thank you, Counci
Pr esi dent .

| actually have one
resol uti on on your behalf honoring
the 60th Anniversary of the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  Woul d the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
privileged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
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privileged resolution comrenorating
the 60th anniversary of the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965, recognizing its
pivotal role in securing equa
voting rights for African Anericans
and ot her marginalized groups and
advancing civil rights in the United
St at es.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Good norni ng, Counci |
Presi dent. Good norning,
col | eagues.

Today | offer one bill on
your behalf, three resolutions. One
on your behal f, one on behal f of

Counci | mrenber Ahnad and one on ny
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behalf. And all three of the
resol utions are privileged.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.
Wuld the Chief derk
pl ease read the titles of the bill
and resol utions.
CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance aut hori zing the
Procurenment Conmm ssioner to enter
i nto agreenments to purchase
el ectricity, natural gas and notor
fuel for use by the Gty and City
facilities and vehicles, including
agreenents that obligate paynent for
delivery of such energy supplies in
future fiscal years, all under
certain terns and conditions.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be referred
to the appropriate commttee.
CH EF CLERK: And a

privileged resolution celebrating
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the life, |egacy and unwaveri ng
conm t ment of Rabbi Sol onon
| saacson, | eader of Congregation
Bet h Sol onon and dedi cat ed advocate
for Jewi sh as well as broader faith-
based and social service
conmuni ti es.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
January 2025 as Human Traffi cking
Prevention Month in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring the

African Anerican Children's Book
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Project on the occasion of its 33rd
Annual African American Children's
Book Fair.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Fi nal Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Good norni ng, Council President.

Today, | have one
non-privil eged resolution and two
bills.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WII the Chief derk
pl ease read the titles of the bills
and resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance aut hori zi ng vari ous
encroachnments in the vicinity of 546

South 45th Street, Phil adel phia PA
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19104, under certain ternms and
condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be referred
to the appropriate committee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 3862 and 3864
Pennsgrove Street and 1118 North
39th Street located in the 3rd
Counci Il manic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
for consideration at the next
session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in

the vicinity of 20-40 South 33rd
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Street, Phil adel phia, PA 19104,
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be referred
to the appropriate committee.

The Chair recogni zes
Maj ority Whi p Council menber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, coll eagues. Good norning
to the |istening public.

Today, | have four
resolutions. Three on ny behalf,
one on your behal f, Counci
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and

congratul ati ng School District of
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Phi | adel phi a Superi nt endent

Dr. Tony WAtlington for being
recogni zed as Superintendent of the
Year by the District Adm nistration
Leadership Institute.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on anendi ng
Resol uti on 240834- A, which the
Counci | adopted on Decenber 19,
2024, entitled "Proposing an
amendnent to the Phil adel phia Hone
Rul e Charter to provide for the
creation of the Phil adel phia Prison
Community Oversight Board and the
O fice of Prison Oversight and
providing for the subm ssion of the
amendnent to the el ectors of
Phi | adel phia,"” to nake a technica

correction.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
for consideration at our next
sessi on of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution requesting
the Mayor to return to Council Bil
No. 240817, entitled "Providing for
the submi ssion to the qualified
el ectors of the Gty of Phil adel phia
of the proposal set forth in a
resol uti on approved by Counci
proposi ng an anmendnent to the
Phi | adel phia Hone Rul e Charter
relating to the creation of the
Phi | adel phia Prison Community
Oversi ght Board; and authorizing the
appropriate officers to publish
noti ce and to make arrangenents for
the special election; all under
certain terns and conditions," for

t he purpose of reconsideration by
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Counci| of the vote by which said
bill passed Counci l

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
for consideration at our next
sessi on of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authorizing
the Coonmittee on Education to hold
heari ngs on the existence, purpose,
use and procedures surroundi ng the
School District of Philadel phia's
reassi gnnent roons - sonetines
call ed the rubber room

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank

you, M. President. And wel cone
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back col | eagues to a new year and a
new sessi on.

| offer one bill and two
resol uti ons, one privileged, one
non- pri vi | eged.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the bill
and resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance anendi ng ordi nance(Bi |
No. 230577), approved Novenber 13,
2023, entitled "G anting perm ssion
to Wnnefiel d/ Over br ook Eruv
Associ ation, in order to demarcate
t he boundaries of a
Wnnefi el d/ Over brook eruv district,
to construct and maintain a clear
nyl on cord and other ancillary
facilities, including a nmaxi num of
100 pol es and 45 pi eces of

pl exi gl ass al ong, over and in
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certain public rights-of-way in Gty
streets, and/or to attach such
demarcation facilities to existing
facilities owned by other entities
aut hori zed by the Cty ordinances,
subject to such owners consent, al
under certain terns and conditions,
by extending the period for
conpliance with the terns and
conditions stated therein.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This bill will be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Comm ssi oner of
Public Property to execute and
deliver to the Phil adel phia
Redevel opment Authority deeds
conveying fee sinple title to 623R
North 55th Street, 5110 Harl an
Street, 5122-24 Harlan Street, 2715
North Dover Street -- 2715 North
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Dover Street, 2731 North 29th
Street, 2738 West Silver Street,
2703 West Sterner Street, 2714 \West
Sterner Street, 2717 West Sterner
Street, 2627 West Lehi gh Avenue,
2629- 31 West Lehi gh Avenue, 2623
West Silver Street, 2726 West Sil ver
Street, 2655 West Silver Street,
2626 West Silver Street, 2720 North
28th Street, 2715 West Sterner
Street, 2749 West Sterner Street,
2733 West Sterner Street, 2647 \West
Lehi gh Avenue, 2711 West Sterner
Street, 2628 West Silver Street,
2655 West Silver Street, 2820 North
Newki rk Street, 2758 North 28th
Street, 2719 North 29th Street, 2602
West Sterner Street and 2651 West
Silver Street in the 4th
Councilmanic District of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia and further authorizing
t he Phil adel phi a Redevel opnent

Aut hority to transfer to the
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Phi | adel phi a Land Bank fee sinple
title to such properties pursuant to
Section 16-405 of The Phil adel phi a
Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
for consideration at our next
sessi on of Council .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authorizing
City Council's Comrmittee of the
Whol e to conduct hearings to assess
the inplenmentation of a mandatory
mllage rate adjustnment review in
response to cityw de property
assessnents conducted by the Ofice
of Property Assessnent with the goa
of maintaining revenue neutrality to
al l eviate increasing tax burdens on
Phi | adel phi a t axpayers.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
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pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Good norni ng, Council President.
Good norning, colleagues and the
publ i c.

| have one privil eged
resol uti on today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WII the Chief Qerk
pl ease read the title of the
privileged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution condeming --
one second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council w1l be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

CH EF CLERK: Excuse ne.

A non-privileged resol ution
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condemi ng President Donald J. Trunp
for his selection of underqualified
cabi net, subcabi net and | eadership
nom nees to further advance his
Proj ect 2025 agenda and underm ne
the integrity of Anerican denocracy,
equity, human rights and freedom

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
for consideration at our next
session of Council.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Good norning, Council President.

(Spani sh translation). |
have no bills and no resol utions
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes

Counci | renber Jeffrey Jay Young.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Good
nmor ni ng, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, coll eagues. Happy New
Year .

Today | offer three bills
and four resolutions, one
non-privileged and three privil eged.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease --

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:

M. President, I'msorry. | ask may
| speak briefly after the
i ntroduction of the resolutions?

CH EF CLERK: Okay. An
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 12-701 of
The Phi |l adel phia Code, entitled
“Designation of Bicycle Lanes," to
aut hori ze a bicycle |lane on North
22nd Street, from Spring Garden
Street to Green Street and renove a

travel |lane on North 22nd Street
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within the sane limts, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council wll be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That bill wll be referred
to the appropriate committee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 12-701 of
The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
“Designation of Bicycle Lanes," to
aut horize a bicycle lane on North
13th Street fromCecil B. More
Avenue to D anond Street, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That bill will be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 12-701 of
The Phi |l adel phia Code, entitled

“Designation of Bicycle Lanes,"” to
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aut hori ze a bicycle |lane on North
23rd Street between Race Street and
Market Street, under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That bill will be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resolution al so
nam ng North 10th Street between
Oxford Street and Master Street as
"Paul a Peebl es Way."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
for consideration at the next
sessi on of Council .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution congratul ating
the Tenple University Men's
Basket ball Team for winning their
2,000t h gane.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring the
life and | egacy of President Jimy
Carter.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes --

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
congratul ati ng Jacki e PettyJohn, the
First Lady of SEPTA, on the occasion
of her retirenment after 40 years as
SEPTA's first femal e-trained
engi neer.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage

Cal endar .
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The Chair will recognize
Counci | mrenber Jeffrey Jay Young for
sonme brief remarks on his bill.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

As just read by the
Clerk, today we are honoring
Ms. Jacki e Pettyjohn, SEPTA's first
femal e engineer. And | just want to
honor and recogni ze her and ask her
to stand and we can give her a round
of appl ause on her retirenment from
SEPTA.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You're wel cone. Wl
done.

The Chair now recogni zes
the Mnority Leader Kendra Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  (Oh,

t hank you, Council President.
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| have one bill,
privileged, and one unprivil eged
resolution to introduce today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WII the Chief Qderk
pl ease read the titles of the bill
and resol ution.

Council will be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring the
wor k of the Phil adel phia Anti -
Trafficking Coalition and the
Sal vation Arny to rai se awar eness of
victinms and survivors of human
trafficking during National Human
Trafficking Prevention Month. A
privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage

Cal endar .
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CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authori zing
the Committee on Legislative
Oversight to hold a hearing on
detainer policy in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia and calling on the
First Judicial District of
Pennsyl vania to provide an overvi ew
of its policies and practices
regardi ng detai ner issuance on
I ndi viduals with post-tri al
probation and parol e sentences.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber JimHarrity.
COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Good
afternoon, Council President.
| have one privil eged
resol uti on today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHANSON: Wl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
privileged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution authori zing
the Commttee on Labor to hold
heari ngs expl oring the Sugar -
Sweet ened Beverage Tax and its
I npact on Phil adel phi a busi nesses,
trades and consuners.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Mnority Wi p N colas O Rourke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Good norni ng, Council President.
Good norni ng, Phil adel phians, all.
Good norning to the official Chief
Clerk of the Gty of Philadel phia
Liz McCol  um Nazario as well.

We do have one -- we can
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clap for that.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: |
do have one non-privil eged
resol ution to introduce today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
non-privil eged resol ution.

Council wll be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
t he devastation caused by the
wildfires to the Los Angel es
community, the accelerating rate of
climate change and calling on the
City of Phil adel phia to provide the
fundi ng and resources necessary to
fully update and i npl enent human-
centered climate mtigation and

resilience plans.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Mor ni ng, M. President.

And no bills or
resol uti ons today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber O Nei l I.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:
Thank you, M. President.

| have no bills or
resol uti ons today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes the
gentl eman from South Philly,
Counci | man Mark Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Thank you, M. President.
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| offer two bills and one
non-privil eged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: W/ I the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the bills
and resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance aut hori zing the vacati ng
of Clarion Street from Addi son
Street to its term nus northwardly
therefrom and the reserving and
plotting upon City Plan No. 308 of a
right-of-way for sewer and drai nage
pur poses and water main purposes
within the lines of said Carion
Street being vacated and aut hori zi ng
acceptance of the grant to the Cty
of the said right-of-way, under
certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This bill wll be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
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or di nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewalk cafe in
the vicinity of 542 Christian
Street, Phil adel phia PA, 19147,
under certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill wll be referred
to the appropriate committee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resolution al so
nam ng Market Street from 7th Street
to 8th Street as Emma Chappel | Way.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
for consideration at our next
sessi on of Council.

The Chair recogni zes
Deputy Wi p C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWMOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. President.

No bills or resolutions

this week.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Thomas for a notion
regardi ng speci al business.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President.

A | ot of special business
today, but | want to first say thank
you and | nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt
consi deration of special business at
this tinme.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the rules of
Counci| be suspended so as to perm't
t he consideration of speci al
busi ness at this tine.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
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(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
notion carries.
The Chair again
recogni zes Counci |l nenber and
Majority Whip Thomas for a notion
regarding the resol ution introduced
today to recall Bill No. 240817.
WIl the derk please
read the title of the resol ution.
CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution requesting the Mayor to
return to Council Bill No. 240817,
entitled "Providing for the
subm ssion to the qualified electors
of the Gty of Philadel phia of the
proposal set forth in a resolution
approved by Council proposing an
amendnent to the Phil adel phia Hone
Rul e Charter relating to the
creation of the Phil adel phia Prison

Communi ty Oversi ght Board; and
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aut hori zing the appropriate officers
to publish notice and nake
arrangenents for the special
el ection; all under certain terns
and conditions" for the purpose of
reconsi deration by the Council of
the vote by which said bill passed
Counci | .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Majority Whi p Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

| nmove to suspend the
rules to allow the consideration of
this resolution today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the rules of
Counci| be suspended so as to permt
the consideration of the resolution
at this tine.

All those in favor of the

Page 50

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 23/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

1/ 23/ 25 - STATED - SPECI AL BUSI NESS
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
notion carries.

The Chair again
recogni zes Majority Wip
Counci | mrenber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, M. President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resolution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the letter fromthe Mayor.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nenbers of the Counci
of the Gty of Philadel phia, | am
returning herewith as requested by
your resolution adopted today Bill
No. 240817 entitled, "An ordi nance
providing for the subm ssion to the
qualified electors of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia of the proposal set
forth in a resolution approved by
Counci | proposing an amendnment to
t he Phil adel phia Hone Rul e Charter
relating to the creation of the
Phi | adel phia Prison Community

Oversi ght Board and authori zing the
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appropriate officers to publish
noti ce and to make arrangenents for
the special election, all under
certain ternms and conditions" for
t he purpose of reconsideration by
the Council of the vote by which
said bill passed Council.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Majority Whip Thomas for a notion
that Council reconsider the vote by
which Bill No. 240817 was passed.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  So
noved, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  All those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. A
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maj ority of all nenbers having voted
in the affirmative the notion
carries, and the vote by which Bill
No. 240817 was passed has been
reconsi dered and the bill wll be

pl aced on our Second Readi ng and

Fi nal Passage Cal endars at our next
sessi on of Council.

Bef ore we consi der the
next order of special business, |
want to take a nonent of personal
privilege. | was talking to the
medi a | ast week about ny first year
as Council President. They said,
what was your defining nonent that
you can reflect upon. And I'm
honored to have this opportunity to
| ead this distinguished body and I'm
hunbl ed to have this opportunity to
|l ead this institution.

And about two weeks after
| took the oath of office to |ead

this distingui shed body, we |ost a
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great individual by the name of

M chael Decker who was our Chief
Cerk. And he had so much
institutional know edge about how

t hi s body operat ed.

And at that particular
time, | had to rise as a | eader. |
worked with ny teamto make sure
this great institution continued to
move forward. And so, | want to
thank this young | ady who rose to
t he occasion on behalf of this great
Cty of Philadelphiato fill this
role, to nmake sure we continue to
nove this city forward.

On behalf of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, | want to acknow edge
Ms. Liz McCollum Let's give her a
really big round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Liz, for

hitting the ground running. W
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didn't mss a beat as a City Council
body. Thank you.

And so officially, the
next order of business, the election
of the Chief Clerk of the Cty
Counci | of Phil adel phi a.

Nom nations are now in order.

And the Chair recognizes
Maj ority Leader Council menber
Kat herine G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of all of the
col | eagues in Philadel phia Gty
Counci| and so many of us who have
had t he honor and privilege to work
Wi th you over the years, | am
honored and privileged to nom nate
Phi | adel phi a H gh School for Grls
aluma Ms. Elizabeth MCol | um

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
Maj ority Leader.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

M. President, | enthusiastically
second t he nom nati on.

Are there any further
nom nati ons?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Hearing none, the Chair
recogni zes Majority Wi p |saiah
Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

And it's again nmy honor
to close the nom nation for Chief
Cerk. Thank you, Council
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes

Mnority Leader Kendra Brooks.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |
ent husi astically, M. President,
second that notion.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
nom nati ons be cl osed.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
notion is carried.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  There being no further
nom nations, all those in favor of
the election of Elizabeth MCol | um
as Chief Cerk of the Gty of

Phi | adel phia, we will now take a
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roll call vote.
CH EF CLERK
Counci | menber Philli ps.
COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber G | nore Ri chardson.
COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Gaut hi er.
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Thonas.
COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Aye.
CH EF CLERK
Counci | menber Landau.
COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:

Aye.
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CH EF CLERK
Counci | mrenber Lozada.
COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Young.
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Brooks.
COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Harrity.
COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber O Rour ke.
COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK
Counci | menber Driscoll.
COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
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Counci | menber O Nei l | .

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And,
Counci | President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Aye.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes are 16. The nays
are 0.

Ms. Elizabeth MCol | um
havi ng recei ved a unani nous vote of
the nmenmbers of City Council, | now
declare Ms. Elizabeth McCol | um duly
el ected Chief Clerk of this Gty
Counci |

(Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: At this tinme the Chair
asks Counci | nrenber Quetcy Lozada and
Counci | menber Brian O Neill to
escort Ms. McCollumto the rostrum
The oath of office will be
adm ni stered by the Honorable
Federal Judge, Tinothy J. Savage,
Seni or Judge of United States
District Court.

If any famly nenbers
want to join during this nonment can

pl ease join Ms. Liz MCollumat the

rostrum

JUDGE SAVAGE: Raise your
ri ght hand.

|, Elizabeth McCol | um
Nazario --

CH EF CLERK: I,
El i zabeth McCol | um Nazario --
JUDGE SAVAGE: Do
solemmly affirm--

CH EF CLERK: Do solemmly
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affirm--

JUDGE SAVAGE: That |
wi || support, obey and defend --

CH EF CLERK: That | will
support, obey and defend --

JUDGE SAVAGE: The
Constitution of the United States --

CH EF CLERK: The
Constitution of the United States --

JUDGE SAVAGE: The
Constitution of the Comonweal th of
Pennsyl vani a - -

CH EF CLERK: The
Constitution of the Commonweal th of
Pennsyl vani a - -

JUDGE SAVAGE: And the
Phi | adel phia Hone Rule Charter --

CH EF CLERK: And the
Phi | adel phi a Hone Rule Charter --

JUDGE SAVAGE: And | w il
di scharge and perform - -

CH EF CLERK: And | w |

di scharge and perform - -
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JUDGE SAVAGE: Al the
duties of the Ofice of Chief
Cerk --
CH EF CLERK: Al the
duties of the Ofice of Chief

Cerk --

JUDGE SAVAGE: Wth
fidelity.

CH EF CLERK: Wth
fidelity.

JUDGE SAVAGE:
Congrat ul ati ons.
CH EF CLERK: Thank you.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Congr at ul ati ons.
Council wll be at ease.
(Council at ease.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Let's give our official
new Clerk for 2025 another real big
round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  The next order of business
is the consideration of the
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader Kathy G I nore
Ri chardson for the purpose of
calling up bills and resol utions on
t he Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endar s.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,

M. President.

The followng bills and
resol utions are being called up from
t he Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endars today: Nos. 240724,
241098 and 241099.

The followng bills and
resol utions on the Cal endar are
bei ng hel d: 241097, 241144, 240427,
240304- A and 240665.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.
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Bef ore considering these
bills and resolutions, we wll
consi der public comment as foll ows:
Your public conment nust concern
matters on the Second Readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endars for possible
action at today's session of
Counci | .

Al'l speakers nust sign up
in order to testify. |If you have
not already signed up for today's
session, please do so now by giving
your nane to Ms. Hasson at the table
inthe hall -- at the table to ny
|l eft. Once you have signed up, you
will be called in the order in which
your nane appears on the sign-up
sheet .

Under ideal circunstances
public comenters each will have
three mnutes to speak. However,
this tinme limt may vary from

session-to-session. Today the tine
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limt will be three mnutes. In
order to be fair to all those
wi shing to speak, | intend to hold
faithfully to the three-m nute
limt.

When you begi n speaki ng,
you will see a green light on the
podium \When there are 30 seconds
remaining to your tinme, the |ight
Wi ll turn yellow which is your
rem nder to conclude your renarks.
Once three m nutes have passed, the
light will turn red and the
Sergeant-at-arnms wi Il di sconnect the
m crophone. At that point, please
yield the podiumto the next speaker
I f you have not done so already. |
al so reserve the right pursuant to
our rules of Council to limt
repetitious coments on the sane
matter.

| woul d now ask our new

official Chief Cerk to please read
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t he nanme of our first speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Rabbi
Shl oi ne | saacson and may Rabbi Davi d
Kushner, Jereny Bl atstein and Kate
Perez al so make their way to the
podi um

(Wt nesses approached
podi um )

RABBI | SAACSON: Good
nmorning. My name is Rabbi Shloine
| saacson. Good nor ni ng,

di stingui shed Gty Council nenbers
and Council President Kenyatta
Johnson. In the early 1980s ny
father, the Rabbi, would give out
around 200 chal l ahs a week to
elderly Jewish inmmgrants recently
immgrating fromthe fornmer Soviet
Uni on.

It spread very quickly to
busi nesses, offices, sports teans
and, yes, the halls of Cty Hall.

The significance was to rem nd
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peopl e of the com ng Sabbath, but
nost of all to enable people to
remenber to be happy wth the nost
sinple things inlife, a |oaf of
br ead.

The chal | ah bread opened
up many doors for the Rabbi, doors
that were seal ed shut and even
guarded. But with those doors,
time -- those doors opened up and
realized that the individua
bri ngi ng them the chall ah bread was
a person whose vocabul ary was
forever mssing the letter 1.

VWhile he was friendly
with district attorneys, city
council, mayors, senators,
governors, Vvice-presidents and
presidents, his mssion was to help
every single person regardl ess of
their race or ethnicity wwth his top
priority in life.

While his passing is
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still very fresh in our nenories and
many times throughout the day we
begin to cry, as his son being born
inthis city and living here
together with my wife and our
famly, we wll nmake it our goal to
followin ny father's ways and
continue his legacy that our city
shoul d be so proud of.

| would like to thank our
dear friend Mayor Parker and Counci
Presi dent Kenyatta Johnson for their
long friendship with the Rabbi, our
famly and our conmunity center.
Thank you for recognizing a nman that
spent his entire |ife ensuring
ot hers were recognized. Qur famly
t hanks you for this honor and nenory
of the Rabbi .

As was the Rabbi's
tradition, we presented everybody a
chal l ah bread today in his nenory.

| know |l didn't ask for a
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resol ution, but maybe instead of the
ayes, maybe we change it to oi vey.
But | guess we'll have to do that at
t he next resol ution.

I'd just like to finish
off wwth a bl essing, Y varechecha
Adonai Vv'yishmerecha. My God bl ess
you and watch over you. Ya'er
Adonai panav el ei cha viychuneka, may
God count his light upon you in his
favor. Yisa Adonai panav el eicha
v'yasem | ' cha shal om God shoul d
al ways watch over you and gi ve you
peace. And thank you very nuch for
your tine.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

RABBI KUSHNER: | | ust
want to share a few words that we
spoke about at the funeral. |In our
faith and our tradition we say the

foll owi ng words during our norning
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prayers daily: Merciful Father,
have nmercy upon us. Instill in our
hearts, (Hebrew translation) to
under st and and el uci date the
Almghty, allowne to listen, to
|l earn and to teach. And ultimtely,
(Hebrew transl ati on) to observe and
to safeguard and to perform

The val uabl e | essons we
are taught fromthese verses is that
we need to understand, |isten, |earn
and observe before we can give over,
teach or try to do it ourselves. |
al ong with countl ess ot hers,

i ncluding many in these hallow
chanbers today, have been incredibly
fortunate and bl essed to not just

W tness but to | earn, observe and
gai n under st andi ng from Rabbi

| saacson on such a wide array of
life's critical situations.

Having lived in his house

in ny youth and served by his side
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for many years, | saw himlearn so
much, havi ng been present when his
own illustrious parents passed away,
taught us what it neant to grieve
and how to use faith to accept
what ever the Almghty ultimtely
deci des. Having sat next to him as
he met with political |eaders, from
presidents to governors to mayors
and to many of you in this room
| earned what it neant not to
advocate for yourself but for the
needs of your conmmunity.

Havi ng stood by his side
as he net with grieving famlies
facing tragedi es and as he
officiated at life cycle events,
bot h happy and sad, we | earned what
it nmeant to have true enpathy and
put ot hers' needs and enotions above
your own. And havi ng spent
countl ess hours in the car with him

del i vering chal | ahs, Hanukkah
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presents, matzah for Passover, food
for the needy, raising noney to
subsi di ze tuitions for famlies that
couldn't afford it or to keep roofs
over their head and food on their
tables, | |learned the true neaning
of charity.

Havi ng wat ched the joy on
his face as he gave out toys to
chil dren on Chanukah, | | earned what
true joy should | ook and feel |ike.
And havi ng wor ked al ongsi de Rabbi
| saacson and his son, Rabbi Shl oi ne
to build their synagogue and
community center, and havi ng wat ched
himbuild that community from next
to nothing to what it is today, |
| earned what it neant to accept
responsibility and never give up.
And finally, having seen
the genuine worry and concern on his
face as the thousands of people over

the years have reached out to him
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for hel p and gui dance when t hey
knocked on his door at hone, tracked
hi m down at the synagogue, stopped
himin the street or called himon
the phone in all hours of the day
and night, we |earned what it neans
to open your heart and to never say
no.

It's his exanple, his
| eadership, his enpathy and his
nmentorship that | pray and hope can
gui de ne and every one of us,
i ncl uding those in governnent, as we
grow and accept upon oursel ves
per sonal and communal
responsibilities.

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent Johnson and all the
menbers of this esteened body, for
your conm tnment to continuing his
| egacy. May the Al mghty bl ess and
protect each of you, your |oved ones

and our entire city. Thank you.
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(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Jereny Blatstein, Kate Perez. And
may Heat her Lorocta, Captain Felicia
Lyl e and Jocel yn Ri co al so make
their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

MR, BLATSTEIN. Good
norning, Gty Council, Counci
Presi dent Johnson. M nane's Jereny
Blatstein. [|I'mhere to tal k about
Resol ution 241144. 1t's being held
today, but it's a resolution that
we' re tal king about, the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank.

Housi ng, housi ng,
housi ng, housi ng, housi ng, housi ng,
that's what we're tal ki ng about in
2025 | think, right. | heard that

fromthe Mayor. | think each and
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every one of you in this body cares
about housing, but there's nenbers
of this body that are interfering
wi th housing being built in the city
of Phi | adel phi a.

There are resolutions --
| nmean, sorry, projects that are
getting passed by the Phil adel phia
Land Bank after nonths of going
through a rigorous process for Turn
the Key that are then not getting
i ntroduced into this body. At the
end of |ast session, 19 hones got
hel d, and 19 Turn the Key hones are
not getting built in Philadel phia.
Wiy? Good question.
We' Il hear that probably |ater
today. But if we're going to
actually build 30,000 units over the
next three years, we need to do Turn
the Key. W need to up zone transit
corridors. W need to elimnate

par ki ng m nimuns and we need to
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bring back the 10-year tax
abat enment .

There was a study that
was done | ast year that tal ked about
how many units were produced because
of the 10-year tax abatenent. Over
the 10-year period, 60,000 units
were produced fromthe 10-year tax
abatenment. Only .03 percent of the
projects were |arge projects.

A mgjority of those
projects were small townhones,
right. That infill developnent is
what we need in everyone's
community. The only way to make
this work is by bringing it back.
Each of you on City Council at |arge
needs to do sonet hi ng about this.
How? GCetting rid of Council manic
prerogative. |If not, you can't
actual |y say you care about housing
because you' Il have people like

Counci | man Jay Young stopping 19
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hones frombeing built in his
District.

Ckay. Let's do this.

Rai se your hand if you rode SEPTA in
the | ast week. See, not even today.
We just need to ride it once a week.
Because why? W need to see the

i ssues facing Philadel phia. | don't
understand -- | nmean, | do
understand, right. You get your car
and you have a busy schedule. But
all I"msaying is ride SEPTA once.
See what every person in this room
probably deals with, right. They
saw it this week.

And the last thing I wll
say is let's doit. EL-GSES--
oh, sorry, sorry, sorry, sorry.
Let's try that again. Al right.
Let's try that again. E-A-GL-E-S.
&0 birds. Thank you very much.

CH EF CLERK: W have

Kat e Perez, Heather Lorocta, Captain
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Felicia Lyle. May Jocelyn Rico,
Nat al i e Proud and Lakei sha Ant hony
al so make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MS. PEREZ: |'m Kate
Perez. And Israel violated the
ceasefire agreenment within seconds
of signing it and killed nore than
200 civilians. 70 children who
survi ved 468 days of ethnic
cl eansi ng spent the norning
cel ebrating only to be nurdered by
our sister city before bedtine.

Phi | adel phia and
busi nesses in our city continue to
partner with the Israeli occupation
despite their clearly expressed
genocidal intent outlined in
mul tiple international crimnal
court cases. Despite the United
Nati ons repeatedly declaring their

West Bank settlenents illegal, Trunp
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has |ifted sanctions and the
settlers and the occupation forces
i mredi ately increased the anmount of
mlitary checkpoints where 25
percent of pregnant wonen in East
Jerusal emreported tear gas exposure
back in 2015, checkpoints ained to
traumati ze, humliate and separate
Pal estinian famlies while
strengt hening their apartheid
system

As we cel ebrated the
rel ease of 90 Pal estini an host ages,
64 were immedi ately detained in the
West Bank, including children as
young as 7. CQccupation forces have
engaged in a nonstop assault on
Jenin follow ng their sane pl aybook
of targeting children and then
targeting the nedi cal personnel
who - -

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Ms. Perez, just give ne a
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little bit about nonconformty.
Just a little bit.

M5. PEREZ: And tank
shells that were sold -- |'m saying
they were sold by Dan & Zi nmer man
here in Council nenber Young's
District. The occupation has killed
nore than 1060 nedical staff just in
Gaza and abducted hundreds nore,

i ncluding Dr. Hussam Abu Safiya, who
was abduct ed Decenber 27 after they
rai ded the | ast standing hospital in
the north and is being held in Sde
Tei man, the torture canp fanous for
gang-rapi ng Pal estinians to death
where the hospital director was
beaten so badly that he bled from
hi s eyes.

Last year Mayor Parker
said that she would | ove to see a
ceasefire. And as we see the
I sraeli occupation continuously

viol ate the Lebanese ceasefire and
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violate the Gaza pause, we nust
enforce this by stopping the weapons
that leave this city and fighting
agai nst the state war bonbs that
continue to depreciate as nore
countries cut ties with the
occupati on.

Genocide is a bad
I nvest nent and cones at the expense
of the American citizens. There's
been a 100 percent increase in
Pal estinian political prisoners held
Wi t hout charge since Septenber 2023.
At the same tinme our own gover nnment
passes laws to allow I CE to put
human beings in detention w thout
due process and allow ng states to
bl ock vi sas.

Remenber to al ways ask
for an in-date warrant signed by a
judge. Take this tinme to renenber
t he hundreds and hundreds of

citizens starved and sl aughtered by
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our sister city, and inmagi ne what
public services we could have spent
$20 billion on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Ms. Perez.

CH EF CLERK: We al so
have Heat her Lorocta, Captain
Felicia Lyle, Jocelyn Rico, Natalie
Proud, Lakei sha Anthony and then
Lynn Landes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Ms. Perez.

(Appl ause.)

CAPTAI N LYLE: Good
norning. |'mCaptain Felicia Lyle
with the Salvation Arny, and | am
the | eader for our Geater
Phi | adel phi a operations. | want to
thank M nority Leader Brooks and
Counci | renber Lozada for being
advocates and supporters of victins
and survivors of human trafficking

by putting forth this inportant
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resolution and putting a spotlight
on the work that is being done and
the work that we still need to do in
order to end human trafficking.

January is National Human
Trafficking Prevention Month. It's
atinme to raise awareness, support
survivors and cone together to end
human trafficking. The Salvation
Arnmy is proud of the work that we
are doing in Phil adel phia and
gl obally across 134 countries to
support survivors of human
trafficking as we recogni ze the
severity of this issue and how it
has perneated our society and our
city.

While this nonth is
I nportant for raising awareness,
it's inportant to acknow edge that
the Sal vation Arny and our community
partners are working to prevent and

address human trafficking every
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singl e day, both globally and in our
city of Phil adel phia. The Sal vation
Arny co-founder Catherine Booth once
said, If we are to better the
future, we nust disturb the present.
And in that sane spirit, the
Sal vation Arny has nade its response
to nodern slavery and human
trafficking a priority through our
comuni ty-based work with the
Sal vation Arny's New Day program
here in Phil adel phia and ot her
prograns |like it across the nation.

The Sal vation Arny
desires to steward our response work
in a way that honors those we are
serving. W strive to respond
holistically and to be a part of the
solution and | et those who have
| ived experience guide the way. W
wal k al ongsi de and serve survivors
as they regain their physical,

nmental, enotional, relational and
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spiritual health.

Qur protection responses
provide a w de range of services
such as safe housing, drop-in
centers, education and literacy,
enpl oynent and trai ning, counseling
and case managenent. Wiile |I'm
proud of the work that we are doing
i n Philadel phia to conbat human
trafficking, we know that there is
nore to be done in identifying those
who are suffering fromlabor and sex
trafficking. M hope is that this
resol ution can spark nore
conversations and advocacy on how we
can work together to ensure that
anyone in Phil adel phia who is being
| abor- or sex-trafficked can know
where to go. |f you or soneone you
know are aware of a trafficking
situation, please call our hotline

at 267-838-5866.
(Appl ause.)
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M5. LORCCTA: Thank you.
My nane is Heather Lorocta. |'mthe
Director of the New Day to stop
trafficking for the Sal vati on Arny.
And thank you City Council for
heari ng us today and recogni zi ng
this as Anti-Trafficking Prevention
Mont h.

So we're here to
acknow edge that. As you can see a
|l ot of us -- and thank you also Gty
Council for wearing blue and really
driving honme this issue today. |
don't think the termtrafficking
actually really gives us an
under st andi ng of what trafficking
is. | wish we could change the
wor d.

But let ne just say that
what it is, is when soneone in our
city sees soneone vul nerabl e,
whet her that's a youth or whet her

that's an i ndividual on our street,
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and decides to exploit them either
for selling themfor sex or using
themfor [abor. And this happens in
Phi | adel phia. W see it every day.
W see it with our youth. W sit in
courts with our youth who are being
charged in these situations and
we're continually seeing this.

Last year ny team who
shout - out over here, served over
1300 survivors that's in Kensington,
again that's with our youth through
our drop-in services, diversion,
case nmanagenent, housi ng and
hotline. W sit at nunerous tables
around the city.

We have the Phil adel phi a
Anti-Trafficking Coalition, our
Shared Safety Col | aborative, WRAP
Court, which is in our Famly court
system the Phil adel phia Anti -
Trafficking Task Force with federal

and | ocal | aw enforcenent, and nobst
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recently a statew de partnership
with our Attorney Ceneral's Ofice.
And unfortunately, we've been having
this conversation now for a while.

Over 10 years ago we sat
in front of Gty Council and tal ked
about this, and we conti nue to see
it get worse and we continue to see
it beconme nore prevalent. So |I'm
hopi ng that this year, 2025, is the
year that we are done tolerating
this in our city, that we're willing
to sit down together, be creative,
be i nnovative and not be okay with
this to continue to happen to our
children and our youth and our
adults in this city.

So |I''m hoping, and you'll
see a one-pager on your table, Cty
Council, where you could really see
the preval ence of this issue in our
city. W're hoping that we can

really ook at this and have a
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cityw de response. This pulling
t oget her, our |aw enforcenent,
crimnal justice system our health
and human services, |ooking at all
of our systens and how can we
actual ly have a response and how can
we actually nake a difference in
this.

We need to al so | ook at
it wth that intersection of gender-
based violence as well. So I'm
hopi ng that 10 years fromnow we're
not sitting here and having the sane
exact conversation and seeing this
continually happen to our
Phi | adel phi ans. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

M5. RICO Good norning,
M. Council President, City
Counci | mrenbers and all of those

gathered in support of this crucial
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cause. My nane is Jocelyn Rico.
And as we stand here today, we
recogni ze the urgency of addressing
human trafficking in our city, a
probl em that remai ns pervasive and
devastating, inpacting countless
i ndi vidual s in our community.

On behal f of the
| mm grant Survivor Services program
at the Nationality Service Center,
woul d I'i ke to express our profound
gratitude for this proclamation
recogni zing the urgent need to
conbat human trafficking in
Phi | adel phia. Each year the
Nationality Service Center serves
over 5000 inmm grants and refugees
fromnore than 500 countries around
the worl d.

For the past 17 years,
our program has been commtted to
supporting immgrant survivors of

sex and | abor trafficking, domestic
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vi ol ence, sexual assault and
torture. In the past three years
al one we have provi ded essenti al
services to 166 survivors from over
36 countries, with Guatemal a, Mexico
and I ndia representing the | argest
countries of origin. Qur clients
speak a variety of |anguages,

i ncl udi ng English, Spanish and
Hi ndi .
These survivors cone to
Phi | adel phia with the hope of
rebuilding their lives free from
exploitation and abuse. And while
they display incredible strength in
over com ng uni magi nabl e trauma, they
continue to face significant
chal l enges, |limted access to
opportunities, |language barriers and
| engt hy | egal processes that
I ncrease the risk of retrafficking.
The work we do is only

possi bl e because of the collective
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efforts of our partners, |aw
enf orcenent, social services and
comunity at large. W are all part
of a shared responsibility to ensure
t hat survivors have access to the
resources they need to rebuild their
lives with dignity. Funding and
support for critical resources and
services, shelter, transportation,
Interpretation, |egal assistance and
mental health care are vital in
hel pi ng survivors regain their
I ndependence and find safety.

These services provide a
lifeline to those who are stil
recovering fromtrauma, enabling
themto heal, rebuild and thrive.

As we gather here today, | ask you
to take a nonent to reflect on the
fact that human trafficking exists
not only in distant places, but
right here in Philadel phia. The

next time you find yourself waiting
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for a table at your favorite
restaurant, pause and renenber that
people in their own conmmunity are
still enduring exploitation. Let us
unite in our commtnent to advocate
for those who cannot speak for
t hensel ves, offer hope and heal i ng
to those still in fight and work
toward a future where human
trafficking is eradicated entirely.

In closing, I'd like to
share a powerful quote from one of
our survivors. You gave me peace
while | was battling. My this
proclamati on rem nd us that together
we can bring peace to those who
still suffer and that through our
collective efforts, nore
i mportantly, we can build a safer,
nore just world for everyone. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)
CH EF CLERK: W have
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Nat al i e Proud, Lakei sha Anthony and
Lynn Landes. May Don Hill, Ray
Boyer and Jackie Pettyjohn al so nake
their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

M5. PROUD: Natalie
Proud. Good norning and thank you
for the opportunity, Councilwonman
Br ooks and Counci | wonan Lozada, to
speak today as we recogni ze January
as Human Trafficking Prevention
Mont h.

As the Program Director
of Covenant House Pennsyl vani a and
Co-chair of the Phil adel phia Anti -
Trafficking Coalition, | stand here
to say this: Human trafficking is
not soneone else's problem It's
our probl em happening in our city,
to our children and yout h.

At Covenant House,

Pennsylvania, 1 in 5 people under
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the age of 21 cone through our doors
have experienced trafficking. This
I ncl udes youth of all genders who
have endured either sex or |abor
trafficking or both. Wat this
nunber does not reflect are the
hundreds of young peopl e our street
outreach team encounter, youth
trapped in the shadows, unable to
seek shelter because their
traffickers won't let themand the
very many who do not admt to being
expl oited or recognize it.

Traffickers thrive by
exploiting vulnerability. They use
physi cal and sexual viol ence,
threats to | oved ones, manipul ation
t hrough fal se prom ses and debt
bondage. They turn human |ives into
a commodity, selling them over and
over again, creating a billion
dol I ar industry where the financi al

rewards far outweigh the risks,
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especially when crimnal prosecution
IS SO rare.

And who is at risk? The
answer is all around us. Wulnerable
children in foster care, LGBTQ plus
yout h, Bl ack, Latino and indi genous
comunities, those living in poverty
or suffering from addiction, those
who are unhoused or housi ng
I nsecure. These are our children.
And for traffickers, they are
targets.

The average age a child
is first trafficked is 12 years ol d.
Thi s doesn't happen sonewhere el se.
It happens in our own nei ghborhoods,
on our streets, in schools, foster
care facilities, restaurants,
massage parlors, hotels and
increasingly on online. Yet
traffickers don't wear uniform and
they're barely strangers.

In fact, 80 percent of
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survivors knew their trafficker
before their exploitation began. 40
percent, their trafficker was a
fam |y nmenber. Human trafficking
doesn't just rob young peopl e of
their freedom It robs them of
their humanity. It's time for us to
take action, not just for awareness
but for accountability.

We need stricter | aws,
aggressi ve prosecuti on,
decrim nalization of the victins,
and, nost inportantly, robust
support systens to break the cycle
of the vulnerability that
traffickers exploit. Philadel phia
has a choice. W can | ook away or we
can lead the fight to protect our
children, youth and our nost
vul nerabl e conmuni ti es.

Let us work together to
di smantl e the systens that all ow

trafficking to survive. Let us not
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be renenbered as a city that said
not in ny backyard. Let us be
remenbered as a city that stood up
and said, not here, not now, not
ever. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. ANTHONY: Good
nor ni ng, President Johnson,
Counci | renbers and guests. Thank
you, Council nenbers Brooks and
Lozada, for introducing the anti-
trafficking resolution. M nane is
Lakei sha Anthony and |'mthe Senior
Manager of Advocacy at WOAR,

Phi | adel phi a Center Agai nst Sexual
Vi ol ence, an organization that has
been serving the Gty of

Phi | adel phia for over 52 years.

WOAR is dedicated to
provi di ng support to survivors of
sexual viol ence, including those
i npact ed by human trafficking.

We're here today to offer our full
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support for the proposed resol ution
addressing human trafficking in our
city. Human trafficking is a
pervasive and often hitting crine
that operates in plain sight that
af fects individuals of all ages,
genders and backgrounds.

In Philadel phia, it is a
growi ng concern that inpacts our
nost vul nerabl e popul ati ons, people
living in poverty, youth in foster
care, individuals and experiences
honel essness and those in
mar gi nal i zed communities. As one of
t he organi zations that make up the
Phi | adel phia Anti-Trafficking
Coalition who work on the front
lines of this crisis, we see the
pr of ound, physical, enotional,
psychol ogical toll that trafficking
takes on its victins.

The proposed resol ution

is acrucial first step in raising
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awar eness and enhanci ng | ocal
enforcenent efforts and expandi ng
vi cti m support services. Survivors
of trafficking often face conpl ex
chal l enges in rebuilding their
l'ives, including access to safe
housi ng, health care, legal aid and
mental health services. Human
trafficking is a conplex issue that
requi res coordi nated response.

Thr ough partnership of
those within the coalition, we
col | aboratively work to inprove
resour ce-sharing, training and joint
efforts in tackling trafficking in
our city. W comend City Counci
for addressing this crucial issue
and believe that through conti nued
col | aboration, proactive neasures
and investnment in survivor support
servi ces Phil adel phia can conti nue
to take a strong stance in

preventing and respondi ng to hunman
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trafficking and endi ng sexual
vi ol ence as a whole. Thank
you Council for your tinme and
attention to this inportant matter
and we | ook forward to continue to
wor k together to create a safer,
nore supportive environnent for all
Phi | adel phi ans. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MS. LANDES: [|'m Lynn
Landes of Safestreetsphilly.org and
the parent of two adult sons who are
naturalized citizens. | support the
resolution to enforce state | aws
against illegal commercial activity
as well as the resol ution agai nst
human trafficking.

It al so should be noted
t hat Phil adel phia's own sanctuary
city policies are encouragi ng human
trafficking and are in blatant and
willful violation of federa

immgration |aw under Title 8 for
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encour agi ng and harboring ill egal
i mm grants. And as such, the U S
Departnment of Justice shoul d
i nvestigate and file charges agai nst
the responsible city officials so
that this injustice is brought to an
end and hopefully does not happen
again, for no one should be above
the | aw.

The division of powers
bet ween the states and federal
governnent is clear. W all l|earn
this in school. It is also comon
sense that our nation shoul d decide
immgration matters at the federa
| evel and not leave it for 50
I ndi vi dual states and thousands of
| ocal nmunicipalities to determ ne.

O herwi se chaos and crinme would
ensue, which is the tragic situation
across the nation that we have

bef ore us today.

Rat her than fight the
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Trunp adm ni stration, you should do
your job and hel p them enforce
federal law and clean up the big
mess for all concerned, which has
been created by yoursel ves and ot her
sanctuary cities and states.

Regar di ng t he transgender
communi ty, biological males should
not have the sanme right to violate
girls and wonen's sports in sports,
financial rewards in private spaces.
Again, this is only commbn sense, as
nost nmen are | arger and stronger
t han wonen which gives them an
advant age and which al so creates a
physical risk to wonen's health and
wel | - bei ng.

Lastly, DA Krasner and
ot her denocratic officials across
the country shoul d cease and desi st
in their |awfare and harassnent of
conservatives in general and January

Sixers in particular, as they
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refused to enforce the | aw agai nst
t hose who destroyed property and
attacked others during the George
Floyd riots and at other denocratic-
sponsored events during which crines
were conm tted. Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have Don
Hill, Ray Boyer, Jackie Pettyjohn.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

MR, HLL: M nane is Don
HIl. M title is CGeneral Chairnman
of the Brotherhood of Loconotive
Engi neers and Training. M
conmttee is behind ne. W
represent all the |oconotive
engi neers and we work with the
conductors on the Regi onal Rai
system here in the Phil adel phi a
ar ea.

I"d i ke to give thanks
to Council for giving us the tine to

conme and greet you, and a speci al
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t hanks and shout-out to
Counci | menber Young. We're here
today to honor one of our |oconotive
engi neers who recently retired. As
you heard earlier, she was the first
femal e hired by SEPTA as a
| oconoti ve engi neer.

l"d like to make the
record clearer. She is actually the
first African Anerican female in the
entire nation as a | oconotive
engi neer.

(Appl ause.)

MR, H LL: M. President,
give me nore tinme. But getting to
the point, to know Jackie is to
actually |l ove Jackie. She has a
very hunbl e aura about her. She's
always smling. And | don't even
think the word no is in her
vocabul ary.

I f any of you are soci al

nmedi a i nclined, which |I'm not,
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Jacki e asked ne as the General
Chai rman in our organi zation not to
honor her when she retired.

However, the nmenbers | oved her so
much. Wien | say the nenbers, |I'm
not tal ki ng about just the engineers
but the conductors and the
engi neers, our famly. | wish --
ask themto stand.

They | oved her so nuch
that they did a surprise, a surprise
for her on her last train. | got a
late text that they were doing this
so | had to rush to get down there.
And hundreds of our people were down
there to honor her on the platform
and hundreds were upstairs.
Literally, it had to be over 500 of
our people down there to show the
type of love and inspiration that
Jacki e brings.

She is loved by both the

uni on and nmanagenent. Managenent is
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going to mss her nore than anybody
else | think. But to know her is to
| ove her and | want to thank you
all. Thanks.

(Appl ause.)

MR. BOYER  Good norni ng,
everyone. M/ nane's Raynond Boyer.
| represent the conductors and
assi stant conductors that you see on
SEPTA' s Regional Rail D vision.
First, we celebrate the first fenale
engi neer, Jacki e Pettyjohn for
SEPTA, a wonman proved t hat
determ nation and skill can steer
the way to new opportunities. And
al ongsi de her, we recogni ze the
first femal e conductor, Pat Riley.

(Appl ause.)

MR. BOYER  Thank you.
Pat Riley had 38 years of
prof essi onal service for SEPTA, also
a mal e-dom nated craft. A wonman who

stepped forward to gui de passengers
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safely and efficiently, setting an
exanpl e of excell ence and service.
She didn't just take on a role. She
enbodi ed the principles of trust,
responsi bility and innovati on,
inspiring countless others to foll ow
in her footsteps, not only wonen,
al so nen.

On behalf of all of us,
we thank you Conductor Patricia
Ri | ey and Engi neer Jacki e Pettyjohn
for your courage, your vision and
your dedication. You are nore than
pi oneers. You are role nodels and
we are forever grateful for the
| egacy you created. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Jacki e Pettyjohn, David Jenkins,
Wanda Wl ker, Muti Aj anu- Gsagboro
and Ogbonna Hagi ns al so nake their
way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
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podi um )
MR, JENKI NS:

M. President, Council, David
Jenkins. | stand in gratitude, not
only for the Council nenber Bass'
resol uti on, 240724, which begs the
Commonweal th to strengthen
enf orcenent against il egal
activities and nerchants that i npact
nei ghbor hoods i n our beloved city,
with ny mnd circling around one of
our nation's nost drug-pl agued

nei ghbor hoods, Kensington, and its
direct relationship to activities
pervasive in Lancaster County but
al so for the tremendous work of the
menbers of this body who | egislate
with a focus on protecting the
citizens of our honme even when they
wear two different types of cloth in
one sweater.

As evident in yesterday's

heari ngs by Representative Rue
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Landau attended by the body, with
speci al thanks to Council nenber
Phillips for his pushback and
i nsistence on a plan of action to
protect our children in roons of
education, fromwhat | would like to
call an abduction carried out by ICE
agents at the behest of the
President of the United States of
Arerica. | would be remss if | and
we did not acknow edge the debt of
t hanks that we owe you all.

W have all in the past
many nont hs been chal | enged
i ndividually to reckon where and how
we stand, where we stand in the face
of politics and economc civility
and humanities for whomwe fight and
for whomwe fall. Qur introspection
shows us that we are all as
i ndi viduals created fallible
nevert hel ess.

W who are real
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Phi | adel phians -- and by that | nean
made up of the stuff of |ove -- know
that from whence we have fallen if
we are strong enough to admt our
failings, we rise together greater,
far greater than ever we were
di vi ded apart.

So in the words of
Dr. Martin Luther King' s daughter
Bernice, who invited us not to cal
out Jereny, your spelling is
I npeccabl e, but to call in and then
up, | beg thee nenbers of the
Counci | of Phil adel phia to please be
upstandi ng and face your public and
to allow us to gaze on you in
gratitude for your steadfast
commtnment to keep the faith in the
chal I engi ng days to cone in this new
adm ni stration for your oath of
of fice and for your dedication of us

all. | thank you.
(Appl ause.)
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M5. WALKER:  Good
nor ni ng, beautiful people. M nane
Is Wanda Wal ker. | want to say
Happy New Year because this is our
first time back. | want to say
t hank you to Council person Ni col as,
her work, Kendra Brooks, Jam e, Lou
and Jeffrey for what they did as far
as standing up and listening to the
people in reference to the stadi um
The stadiumis where it needs to be.
Now, with that said, yes,

this is Trafficking Awareness Mont h.
Phi | adel phia is a hot spot for
trafficking. It is nunber 16 on the
100 list of big cities. This is
sonet hing we need to think about.
What causes these problens in a city
like ours, and that's why the
sanctuary issue is very inportant
because it allows people to cone
here and hide and do things that

t hey shoul dn't do.
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|"mgoing to attach to

the 240427 because to stay in with
the rules, and that is Jeffrey's
bill or sonething he's bringing up.
I'"'mnot totally understanding this,
but I do know that when Jason or
Jereny spoke in reference to
bri ngi ng back the 10-year abatenent,
| don't agree with that.

Before we worry about
bui | di ng nore affordabl e housing, we
need to worry about keeping our
seniors in the houses that they have
paid for. W need to protect the
peopl e that are | osing housing so
that we don't have to build so many
nore affordabl e housi ng, houses that
aren't affordable to begin with. So
that should be on the list first
bef ore we worry about buil di ng.

Al so, we need sonet hing
to protect snmall |andlords. Snall

| andl ords supply 64 percent of | ow
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I ncone and under privil eged housi ng.
If we keep at the rate that we're
going, we're not going to have any
smal |l landlords. Then the
devel opers can cone in and do
what ever the hell they want to do at
what ever price they want to do, and
that's what we see going on in
Phi | adel phia. So things like
abatenment is not sonething that we
all agree on.

Yes, you need to build
but you al so need to pay taxes like
the rest of us. So that is not

sonething that | agree with. |

think 1"l keep it short for today.
Thank you. |'ll see you next week.
(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Ms. Wanda, Ms. \Wanda.

M5. WALKER:  Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT

JOHNSON: You know, we wel come al
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your comments so when we see you
next week, we just want to tenper
down t he | anguage.

M5. WALKER: That's in
t he Bi bl e.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you. | do read, but
you know. You're wel cone, Wanda.
Thank you for your comrents.

Go ahead, sir.

MR AJAMJ CSAGBORO.
That's mad -- that |ast comment was
mad suspect. Tal ki ng about
tenpering the | anguage. You should
be ashamed of yourself, bro.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  It's okay, bruh.

MR AJAMJ OSAGBORO. My
nanme is General Miti A anu- Gsagboro.
General is ny title. Miti A anu-
Gsagboro is ny nane, and |'m from
the great state of North

Phi | adel phia, city of Richard Allen.
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I"mhere to tal k about 24144. |t
has to do with the introduction of
Counci | mrenber G I nore Richardson to
dealing with the Phil adel phia Land
Bank and it's to di spose of various
properties.

Now, thisis -- this is
trifling. It's -- it's when we
waste tinme on things like this in
ternms of disposing properties when
we really need people to step up and
di spose of the bl ood-sucking
billionaires who want to build and
push out Bl ack and Brown people
Wi t hin our honmes and our domciles.

Property in this city is
under fire. The crine is
gentrification and the goal is to
push out Bl ack, Brown and poor Wite
fol ks so that they can build a world
that has nothing to do with us. And
t he question becones, wll Cty

Council stop them This is a day of
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recognition and reckoni ng.

It's a day of recognition
for the five soldiers who stood up
to the bl ood-sucking billionaires.
They need to be recogni zed:
Counci | man O Rour ke, Counci | man
Br ooks, Council wonman Br ooks, excuse
nme, Council man Young, Council man
Randol ph and Counci | woman Jam e
Gauthier. They are absol ute heroes
and sheroes, and it's a beauti ful
thing that we had sonebody to stand
up. Unfortunately, this is sheroes
and heroes and then there's
sell outs, the ones who voted agai nst
or for, excuse ne, for the pillage
of our beautiful city.

And all of North Philly
Is celebrating today. Al of
Phi | adel phia is cel ebrating today
because there was a turn away -- and
just for the record, the reason why

they was turning out because we had
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took it to the streets and turned it
up and the billionaires concl uded,
after y'all sold the farm they
concluded that if we build a stadi um
in that particular |ocation, these
folks ain't never going to let them
rest. And they was right.

So it cones down to where
do you stand? Y' all proved where
you stand. And now, this is what
y'all need to know. Those of you
who are up for election, we're going
to vote y'all out. W know the
Wor ki ng People's party is authentic.
We're going to back either them or
the Republican Party or if the
Denocratic Party conme around,
because we don't have no all egi ance
to nobody, we got an agenda, and
that agenda is going to vote those
of you whose tine is up for the next
tine, we're going to vote you out.

So just get ready. Thank you. |

Page 120

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 23/ 2025

1/ 23/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
went over ny tine. And as usual, it
Is an absol ute pl easure.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you for your great
comments, sSir.

(Appl ause.)

MR. HAG NS: (Qgbonna
Hagi ns, fourth -- Ogbonna Hagi ns,
fourth generation chattel slavery
survivor and the President of the
Phi | adel phi a Reparations Coalition
for Anerican Freednen. | rise today
to address Resol ution 240724, which
calls for strengthen enforcenent
against illegal activity by
nmer chants i npacti ng nei ghbor hoods
across Phil adel phi a.

While | support this
resolution, it is clear that our
city nust nove beyond so-called
Bl ack agendas and enbrace a Freednen
agenda rooted in the Reconstruction

anendnment s. Let's be honest DElI and
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the so-called Bl ack agenda are one
in the sane. Both are race-based
frameworks that fail to address the
speci fic and uni que needs of
Anerican Freednen.

These approaches have
created a broad unbrella that
prioritize inclusivity for everyone
whil e sidelining the very people for
whom justice was constitutionally
mandat ed. President Trunp's
executive order to outlaw race-based
DElI initiatives was a cl ear
acknow edgenent that these
framewor ks are unconstitutional.
It's time for the City to decide,
are you going to circunvent this and
continue the race-based policies
that fail or will you rise to neet
the constitutional mandate to
address the badges, vestiges and
i ncidents of slavery, as required

under the Reconstructi on anendnents.
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Il egal nerchants,
activities in Freednen communities
refl ect deeper structural failures.
Many of these busi nesses expl oit
Freednen nei ghbor hoods wi t hout
reinvesting in them creating cycles
of econom c extraction. DEl and the
so-cal |l ed Bl ack agenda have done
nothing to stop this because they
focus on synbolic diversity instead
of structural repair.

The Reconstruction
anendnents give us the roadnmap to
address these issues. An Anerican
Freednen agenda woul d enforce
protections for our conmunities,
prioritize reinvestnent and ensure
that the econom ¢ harm caused by
both historical and present
injustices is repaired. This is not
about race. |It's about |ineage,
justice and fulfilling

constitutional obligation.
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Anything less is a
continuation of the confederacy by
anot her nane, allow ng the | egacy of
oppression to live on in the very
policies that claimto fight it.
This Council has a choice to uphold
the Constitution and fulfill its
prom se to American Freednmen or to
perpetuate system c inequities
rooted in this nation's darkest
past .

CH EF CLERK: Counci l
President, there are no further
nanmes for public coment.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That concl udes today's
public comrent.

W will now consider
bills and resolutions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endars.

WIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.

240724.
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CH EF CLERK: A
resolution calling upon the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vania to
strengt hen enforcenent against the
illegal activity in merchants that
I npact nei ghbor hoods t hroughout the
City of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Cindy Bass for a
noti on regardi ng Resol ution No.
240724.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 240724 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries and the resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
241098.

CH EF CLERK: Resol ution
honoring Central Hi gh School for
wi nni ng the 2024 PIAA District 12
AAA Team Title for the fourth
consecutive year and cel ebrating
their inpressive sweep of team
si ngl es and doubl es chanpi onshi ps.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Bass for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 241098.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank

you, M. President.
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And we very much
ent husi astically support Central
Hi gh School and call for the
adoption of this resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 241098 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries and the resolution is
adopt ed.

Let's give our young
peopl e a round of appl ause from

Central H gh School .
(Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: WI I the derk please read
the title of Resolution No. 241099.

CHI EF CLERK: Honori ng
| mhotep Charter Hi gh School for
Wi nni ng the 2024 Public League 6A
and PI AA District 7 Football
Chanpi onshi ps and cel ebrating their
| egacy of excellence.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Bass for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 241099.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President.

W want to call for the
adoption of this resolution and al so
recogni ze that Mama Debbie from
| mhotep Hi gh School is here as well.

Thank you, M. President.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Let's give her a round of
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appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 241099 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
notion carries and the resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read any additional resolutions on
today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution comrenorating
the 60th anni versary of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, recognizing its
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pivotal role in securing equa
voting rights for African Anmericans
and ot her margi nalized groups and
advancing civil rights in the United
States. Introduced by Council menber
Phillips on behalf of Council
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

On your behal f, | nove
for the adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution celebrating
the life, |egacy and unwaveri ng
conm t ment of Rabbi Sol onon
| saacson, | eader of Congregation
Bet h Sol onon and dedi cat ed advocate
for Jewi sh as well as broader faith-
based and social services
communi ties. Introduced by
Counci | renber G | nore Richardson on
behal f of Council President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Now, for nost of you who
have been working in City Council as

staff nenbers and a | ot of you who
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are sone of the nmenmbers who served
in this body had a chance to neet a
fine gentleman by the nanme of Rabb
| saacson, rather this was advocating
froma faith-based perspective
regarding the issue of gun violence
here in the city of Philadelphia to
feedi ng thousands of famlies as we
address the issue of food insecurity
here in the city of Phil adel phi a.

That's the life and
| egacy of the work of Rabbi
| saacson, or just getting a call on
a Friday evening before the sun goes
down, before Shabbat just to say,
I"m praying for you and |'m praying
for this city.

And so, |'mgoing to ask
for a standing vote in silence on
behal f of Rabbi |saacson. Then the
Chair officially asks Council menber
G |l nore Richardson for a notion on

t he resol ution.
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci l
Presi dent.

On your behalf, | nove
t he adoption of the resolution with
a standi ng vote.

(AI'l Council menbers
st ood.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  WI Il the derk please read
the title of the next resolution in
her possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
January 2025 as Human Traffi cking
Prevention Month in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Introduced by
Counci | renber G I nore Richardson on
behal f of Council menber N na Ahmad.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci
Presi dent .

On behal f of
Counci | menber Ahnmad, | nove for the
adopti on of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.

WIIl the derk please
read the next resolution in her
possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: A
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privileged resolution honoring the
African Anmerican Children's Book
Project on the occasion of its 33rd
Annual African Anerican Children's
Book Fair. Introduced by
Counci | mrenber G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci
Pr esi dent .

| nmove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the next resolution in
her possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
congratul ati ng School District of
Phi | adel phi a Superi ntendent Dr. Tony
Wat | i ngton for being recognized as
Superi ntendent of the Year by
District Adm nistration Leadership
Institute. Introduced by
Counci | mrenber Thomas on behal f of
Counci |l President Johnson and
Counci | menber Phillips.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes

Majority Whip |saiah Thomas.
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COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank
you, Council President.

On your behal f, | nove
for the adoption of the resolution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

Wuld the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the next
resolution in her possession.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution authori zing

the Commttee on Education to hold
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heari ngs on the existence, purpose,
use and procedures surrounding the
School District of Philadel phia's
reassi gnnent roons - sonetinmes
call ed the rubber room Introduced
by Counci | mrenber Thomas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes Chair
of Educati on Counci |l menber Thomas
for a notion on the resolution.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Council President. And thank
you to all ny coll eagues for
supporting such an inportant issue.

W nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the

notion wll signify by saying aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

Maj ority Chair Thonas,
just for the record and point of
information, what's a rubber roonf

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

That's actually
educati onal slang. So what happens,
| ong story short, is there's a place
where teachers, adm nistrators,
climate staff are asked to go to at
the School District building when
t hey' ve been accused of sonething
specifically and the slang termfor
It is the "rubber room" But it's
basically a place that you go when

it's pending as it relates to your
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status of enpl oynent when you've
been accused of sonething in the
District, and sonetines even DHS
needs to investigate it.

So we're exam ni ng that
process. And a big part of why is
because of efficiency. W're
| ooking at the fact that sometines
people can be in this space for up
to three years, right. And think
about a teacher nmking $100, 000 a
year plus benefits sitting there for
three years, and the academ c
achi evenent gap that it then creates
for the young people who's not
getting that | esson froma certified
t eacher.

So you just saved ne ny
speech on the floor today. But
that's the short version of why we
I ntroduced the resolution. W want
to exam ne how nuch noney we're

wasting and how it's inpacting
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I ssues that we have around teacher
hi ring.

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch,

Chai rman Thonas.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the next resol ution
wi t hin her possession.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution authori zing
Cty Council's Commttee of the
Whol e to conduct hearings to assess
the inplenentation of a mandatory
mllage rate adjustnent reviewin
response to the cityw de property
assessnents conducted by the Ofice
of Property Assessnent with the goa
of maintaining revenue neutrality to
all eviate increasing tax burdens on
Phi | adel phi a taxpayers. |Introduced

by Counci | nenber Jones.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | nrenber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President and col | eagues.

| nove for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the next resolution in

her possessi on.
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CH EF CLERK
Congratul ating the Tenple University
Men' s Basketball Team for w nning
their 2,000th game. |Introduced by
Counci | menber Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Young for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the next resol ution
wi t hin her possession.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring the
life and | egacy of President Jinmmy
Carter. Introduced by Council nenber
Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Young for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and

properly seconded that the
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resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the derk please
read the next resolution within her
possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: A
privil eged resol ution honoring and
congratul ati ng Jacki e Pettyjohn,
“"the First Lady of SEPTA, " on the
occasion of her retirenent after 40
years as SEPTA's first female train
engi neer. Introduced by
Counci | mrenber Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
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Counci | man Young for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the next resol ution

wi t hi n her possession.
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CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring the
wor k of the Phil adel phia Anti -
Trafficking Coalition in the
Sal vation Arny to rai se awareness of
victins and survivors of human
trafficking during National Human
Traffic Trafficking Prevention
Mont h. I ntroduced by Council nmenber
Br ooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Brooks for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the -- for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the

resol uti on be adopt ed.
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Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.
(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Wl the Chief Oerk
pl ease read the next resol ution
Wi thin her possession -- the Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Brooks.
COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Council President, | want to be
mar ked aye on all the resolutions |
m ssed when | wasn't in chanber.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. Shall be duly
not ed.

CH EF CLERK: A
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privileged resol ution authorizing
the Commttee on Labor to hold
heari ngs expl oring the sugar, sweet
and beverage tax and its inpact on
Phi | adel phi a busi nesses, trades and
consuners. |Introduced by
Counci | menber Harrity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci lman Harrity for a notion on
the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Council President, | just ask for a
noment to say a few words before |
ask for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Proceed.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: | am
calling on hearings to explore the
ef fecti veness of the Sugar-Sweet ened
Beverage Tax. W need to

re-evaluate its inmpact on
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Phi | adel phi a busi nesses, trades and
consuners. Beverage industry and
grocery industry workers have
expressed that the Sugar- Sweet ened
Beverage Tax has led to job | oss and
a decrease in sales in the areas
I npact ed.

The Sugar - Sweet ened
Beverage al so has the potential to
I npact Phil adel phia smal |
busi nesses, including supermarkets,
restaurants and other retailers.
The Sugar - Sweet ened Bever age Tax
di sproportionately inpacts
| owi ncone comunities and
househol ds as a poor tax for people
who cannot afford a vehicle and
cannot afford to leave the city to
go buy their soda with the rest of
the comunity.

The people in food
deserts who cannot buy their drinks

and groceries in the suburbs end up
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payi ng nost of the beverage tax
costs. So | nove for the immediate
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read any resolutions within
our possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further

resolutions in nmy possession.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That conpl etes our
Cal endars for today.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Curtis Jones -- wait,
ny bad. Are any speeches on behal f
of the Mnority?

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber M nority Leader
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Council President, to ny colleagues,
wel conme back to Council. And | hope
everyone had a chance to rest and
recharge for the work that we have
ahead of us this year. | know
di d.

January is Human
Trafficking Prevention Month, and |
woul d i ke to thank Council menber
Lozada for co-introducing the
resolution with ne, the advocates

fromthe Sal vation Arny and the
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Phi | adel phia Anti-Trafficking
Coalition for sharing testinony and
to everyone who was wearing bl ue
today to rai se awareness and reduce
the stigma surroundi ng human
trafficking here in Phil adel phia.
Just | ast year over 400
people in our city, many of them
children, were subject to human
trafficking forced into | abor or
sexual acts. And now that nunber is
an undercount. Thanks to the
Sal vation Arny and many of the
survivors of human trafficking are
in the process of healing,
recovering their dignity and
rebuilding their lives with
resources |like rental assistance,
di versi on prograns and neal s and
cl ot hes avail able at Sal vation Arny
drop-in centers.
Qur City owes a debt of

gratitude to the Sal vation Arny for
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its work to serve and uplift
survivors of human trafficking. As
we raise awareness of this issue, we
must al so raise our |evel of
comm tnent and i nvestnent to prevent
and address it.

Today, |I'malso calling
on a hearing on the use of detainers
for people sentenced to probation or
parole. Since 2015 Phil adel phi a has
been a part of the MacArt hur
Foundati on safety and justice
chal | enge.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Hol d on, Menber Brooks.

Can we keep it down while
t he nmenber is giving her speech on
the floor. Take all the sidebar
conversations outside the chanbers.
Respect the nenber, please.

Pl ease proceed.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:

Thi s program has brought nearly 10
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mllion in grant funding to advance
racial equity in the crimnal
justice system and reduce
Phi | adel phia's jail population. 1In
order to neet the challenge |aid out
by the MacArthur Foundation, we need
full transparency around the use of
detainers in Phil adel phia. Wthout
the data, we cannot craft effective
solutions. So I'mcalling on the
First Judicial Court to release that
data as soon as possible. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Menber Brooks.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, Council President. And
wel cone to all those -- Happy New
Year, | should say, for all those I
have not seen since the start of the

year. Sone of what | wanted to
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share today 1'Il hold onto it, but I
did want to Iift up sonething
because our Comments Director worked
so hard on our remarks.

| don't know that those
who suffer in our society have ever
won their |iberties by appealing to
t he noral conscience of their
oppressors, but | and Assata Shakur
poi nted that out, but | do want to
say that | thank God for faith
| eader s who chanpi on our better
angel s and rem nd us of what is
possible to realize a nore perfect
common life in our city and our
Commonweal th and in the USA

W' ve heard and we have
hel d space for the nenory of Rabbi
| saacson. W have had and heard a
fabul ous invocation that focused on
a nunber of different thenmes from
Reverend Dr. Leslie Callahan. |

think we've al so, probably all of
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the country, have heard about the
remarks that were given by her
grace, the Bishop of Washi ngton,

Bi shop Budde, in light of the prayer
servi ce.

I|"mgrateful for faith
| eaders in our society. | know we
have a separation of church and
state, but there is a role that
those who care have to play in
society in order for us to be that,
“nore perfect union.”

Qur Conments Director
wote these words that | thought I
shoul d share at |east today. The
President found it fitting to cal
acts of harma revolution in comon
sense, revolution in conmmbn sense,
calling out queer communities and
m grants especially.

Hs is the coombn sense
of the scammer. Hi s is the common

sense of the playground bully. His
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Is the coomobn sense of the tyrant.
It's commbon sense for those bent on
seeing certain conmunities
dismantl ed, but it'll never nmake a
lick of sense in this city, and it
shoul dn' t.

| hope if this battle
didn't stain the day that we honor
one great faith | eader who
constantly calls us to our better
angel s and prophetically calls us to
be better, Dr. King. For all of
t hose who were there that day,
Martin Dr. King had a -- Martin
Lut her King had a different
revolution in mnd.

He spoke of a radica
revol uti on of val ues, one agai nst
mlitarism one against racism one
agai nst expl oitation, one agai nst
occupati on and unnecessary wars, a
revol ution, which to ne declares a

different common sense with a
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different source, and that's care.

Care has got to becone
common sense in our interpersonal
lives, our relationships. And as we
exist as a city, as a Conmonweal th
and as a country, care is common
sense in a world where we rely on
each ot her, where we need each
ot her.

It's conmopn sense in a
world that is grow ng hotter and
| ess hospitabl e and habitabl e every
single day. Care is comobn sense in
a world that has fallen but full of
peopl e who can and nust find bel oved
comuni ty, common uni on, community,
to make sonething out of this life.
It should be the ethos that grounds
our actions fromGCty Hall all the
way to the White House.

And so, just frankly I
just want to namke an appeal to nake

it cool to care again, to care about
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people's livelihoods, to care about
where they're going to sleep. W
have fol ks -- Council President was
out last night with fol ks counting
to see who the facel ess, honel ess
persons, housel ess persons were in
the city so we can account for them

W now live in a country
where it's sonehow i moral to find
shelter for those who are housel ess
and it's undignified for a Bishop in
her cathedral to plea for nercy to a
Presi dent who's sitting in her
cat hedr al .

And so, at sone point |
think that we have to care again.
Revol utions don't start on the
outside. The first revolution as we
| earn as organi zers is internal
Let there be a revolution for care,
for value, for love, and for a
desire to see a real, beloved

community in our city. And

Page 160

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 23/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

1/ 23/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES
hopeful Iy, we can be a |light that
see on a hill, as Reagan called it
and Jesus said, that shines across
the country and is inspiration for
everybody el se, even the President
t oday.

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent .

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Are there any speeches on
behal f of the Majority?

The gentleman fromthe
4th Councilmanic District,
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you so nuch, M. President.

| too want to recognize
the fact that you went out in
negati ve degrees | ooking for
honel ess people to put in our
shelters, Code Blue. M staff

j oi ned you and tal ked about what
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t hey experienced when they went out.

They had contacted over
30 people, and only one of them one
of them wanted to go into our
shelter system And when | asked
why that was in such frigid
tenperature. One person responded
that they are safer in jail than
they are in our shelters.

Now, | applaud what our
shelter folk do. | would not want
to have to do that on a day-to-day
basis, but there is sonething wong
when people woul d rather stay on a
bench in the cold than be in our
systens. And during the budget
process, | think it was Kathy
G |l nore Ri chardson, who first
uncovered sone of the problens here.
W need to take a deeper dive and a
better | ook as to why that happens.

But | rise today because

| introduced a resolution calling on
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an AVI m |l age revenue
neutralization bill. And you m ght
ask, well, why would you want that?
Two things, M. President, can be
true at the sane tine. | can be for
econonm ¢ devel opnent on WNar ket
Street, | can be for economc
devel oprment in South Philly, and |
can al so | ook out for the taxpayers'
i nterest that own hones that are
experiencing tax rates.

And why is that inportant
politically, politically? | asked
sone people that | went to dinner
wi th, good people -- not politica
like us, they're not into it |ike
that -- how they felt about the
el ection. They said, | voted but |
wasn't enthusiastic about it.

So | further delved into
wel |, why? The price of eggs, the
cost of gas and taxes. They said

that for them the Anerican dream was
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further and further away, to not be
able to afford a honme, to not be
able to buy a first property, and it
was out of reach for them

| was in this body when
we started AVI. And the big deal
was that the taxable properties in
the city of Phil adel phia was $130
billion. And we were |ike, wow,
that's a lot. Over the years it has
i ncreased beyond $200 billion, but
we haven't adjusted the mll age
rate.

So let nme explain the
hustl e, not to any adm ni stration
because all of them kind of have
done this. Rather than conme talk to
us about mllage rates, reductions
or increase, they'd rather just
rai se the value of properties around
the city and get what they need and
then some, and then sonme to run a

gover nnent .
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What ny resolution calls
for sinply is that we look at it.
Every tinme when that average val ue
goes up, shouldn't we |look at do we

need to tax the homeowners at that

rate. And all | want to do is | ook
at it. A lot of people will say,
wel |, you can look at it, you're a

Counci | man.

We nust |look at it, not
should look at it. W nust |ook at
it to value, to see if what we need
to run this governnent is net and
then let's give the taxpayers a
break because they don't feel that
we al ways | ook out for them This
resol uti on and subsequent bill wll
| ook out for them

Thank you, M. President.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Counci | menber

Jones.
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The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

A few things this
norning. | want to thank
Counci | mrenber Brooks for her
partnership in introducing the hunman
trafficking bill. 1 also want to
recogni ze those organi zations |ike
Sal vation Arny and the Covenant
House who do the inportant work in
connecting sone of our victinse with
resources but, nore inportantly,
connecting themto safe places.

We can't do the work
alone, and it's really inportant to
recogni ze the work of those who are
our boots on the ground and doing
the hard work every day. You are
appreciated, and often tinmes we
don't have the opportunity to thank

you and tell you how nmuch we
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appreciate the work that you're
doi ng.

| also want to take an
opportunity to share a nmessage in a
| anguage that sone of the fol ks who
are visiting, who are watching us at
home who don't understand Engli sh
but who really need this inportant
information as a result of what
we're seeing across the nation with
our inmmgrant conmunity.

And so, if you woul d just
bear wth ne for a second, | want to
make sure that | share sone
i nportant information about creating
an energency plan because it is what
we need sonme of these communities to
do and we need themto understand
that they need an energency plan
now. (Spanish translation).

Gracias. Thank you,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

Yesterday | had the
privilege to sit through a Conmttee
hearing on how well is the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a prepared for Donal d
Trunp in his actions. | want to
note that it is very inportant for
us as people who are servants in the
city of Phil adel phia to understand
that we cannot play with Donald
Tr unp.

Donal d Trunp cannot be
pl ayed wwth. He has showed us tine
and tinme again that despite the | aws
on the books he will find a way to
dismantl e those laws to nmake it see
fit for himand his agenda. And,
therefore, we have to play harder.

We have to work harder to neke sure
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that we protect our citizens,
especi ally our nost vul nerable
citizens, our seniors and our
children, fromthis man and his
pol i ci es.

And so, when | heard
this -- I"'mcalling for the Schoo
District of Philadel phia in
particular to be very aggressive
with their plan against Donald Trunp
and his people that are going to be
carrying out his plan.

So | ask that we becone a
| ot nore aggressive in the ways of
Joe Clark, as we all know the fanpus
East Side Hi gh principal. So one
time Joe Clark when his students
were attacked, he had to nake sure
that the chains were on the door,
and he called Code 10 to take the
chai ns out the door once the fire
mar shal was com ng.

But |isten, when Donal d
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Trunmp is comng to our doors and his
peopl e are conmng to our doors to
take our children, we need to call
Code 10 sayi ng, get those chains on
the doors, the eneny is here and we
need to protect our children.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  So,
School District of Philadel phia,
y'all need to get really tight with
y'all response. The tine is of the
essence and we need to nmake sure
that our children are the first
priority. Al this call the Genera
Counsel when the | awers get -- when
Donal d Trunp's people get here and
all that stuff like that, by the
time the General Counsel is call ed,
they're going to already have our
chi |l dren.

And not only that, wll |
say this, that you need to think

about the children that are going to
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be wat chi ng other children who are
their friends that are going to be
affected by this. This is not a
ganme so we cannot play with Donald
Trunmp. We can't play the gane with
him Sonetines |like we got to get
federal funds. W got to play
ganes.

No, we don't play ganes
with this man. This man is not for
us, and we need to nake sure that
the School District of Philadel phia
has taken a really aggressive
approach to nake sure that we're
serious about naking sure he's away
from our children.

Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:

Thank you, Council President.
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So happy to be back here
with you guys. And just also wanted
to touch on ny hearing yesterday
| ooking at the City's preparedness
and comm tnment to the next four
years of Donald Trunp. You know, we
learned a lot in the first four but
there's nothing that can get us
ready enough for what's about to
happen. W' ve seen it already.

We heard so many peopl e
testifying fromour great soci al
service agencies to institutions in
Phi | adel phi a about ways in which
we're trying to be prepared to nake
sure that every single person in the
city, every single inmmgrant, every
singl e nenber of the LGBTQ pl us
comunity, especially the trans
comuni ty, protecting our
reproductive rights, other
mar gi nal i zed communities, we've got

to make sure that we as a city, as
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nmy col |l eagues are saying in both
Spani sh and English, are preparing
both individually with your famly
and with the comunity.

And when we can stand
toget her and | ook out for each other
and make sure that we are really
| ooki ng out for our neighbors, our
cl assmat es and everybody el se in our
comuni ties, throughout the entire
city, that's when we will have a
successful way of protecting
Phi | adel phi a agai nst Trunp and what
I s happeni ng here.

The fol ks we're
protecting I want to rem nd
everybody they're our neighbors,
they're our famly nenbers, they are
contributing to society. They are
of ten paying taxes and not getting
Social Security. These are folKks
who are really strong nenbers of our

comuni ties, and we got to be there
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for themas nuch as they are there
for us.

So I'd say not only for
anybody who needs hel p nmaking a
pl an, we have individuals in our
of fices that speak a few different
| anguages but also all of our
of fices can utilize LanguagelLi ne.
Come to us. We want to hel p you.
W want to talk this out with you
If you don't have a conmunity group
to go to, cone to our offices. W
will help you cone up with an
I ndi vi dual plan of getting your
docunents in order and where your

kids would go if they need to go.

It is essential. You can't hide
your heads fromthis one. It's got
t o happen.

Today | introduced a

resol ution al so because we got to
just name what is happeni ng of

condemi ng Donal d Trunp's
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unqual i fied picks for his cabinet,
people |like Elon Musk and Pete
Hegset h.

Anerica is at a
crossroads right now, and | urge the
federal governnment to consider the
ram fications of these dangerous
pi cks for this dangerous cabi net.
They're going to have a direct
I npact on the livelihood of all
Phi | adel phi ans.

On a lighter note,
sonewhat |ighter note, as we take
our step to the next step, | am
happy to be sponsoring with
Counci | mrenber Ant hony Phillips right
after Council today a briefing with
Children First. |It's going to be
held in caucus and we're going to be
| earni ng about how the juvenile
justice systemis working and how it
differs fromadult incarceration and

the things that we need to do to fix
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that right here in Philadel phia. So
t hank you everybody so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

Counci | menber Jeffrey Jay
Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

As Chair of Streets and
Services and Vice-chair of the
Transportation and Public Uilities
Commttee, | definitely wanted to
make sure that, you know, sone fol ks
say |'ma new advocate for SEPTA but
|'ve al ways been an advocate for
Bl ack wonen in our city.

And so today, |
definitely want to conme together and
cel ebrate Ms. Jackie Pettyjohn, the
First Lady of SEPTA, as she retires
froman incredi ble 40-year journey
that's touched the |ives, touched

countless lives in our city. She is
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the first fermale | oconotive engineer
hired by SEPTA and first African
American wonman in the entire
country, as we heard today, to hold
that particular positionin afield
where wonmen were previously
under r epr esent ed.

Over the years her
unwavering dedication, resilience
and conpassi on for her passengers
and col | eagues of the |ike, as you
saw t oday, have made her not just a
trail bl azer but a cherished nentor
and rol e nodel with the SEPTA
famly. As you heard, she is |oved
by both union and managenent, which
in today's tinmes is kind of unheard
of , right.

And so, her story is one
of hard work, determ nation and
sel fl essness. She bal anced a
demandi ng career with raising a

famly and even found tinme to pursue
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addi tional education. Through it
all her conmmtnent to excellence
never wavered. Jackie was commtted
to uphol di ng the hi ghest standards
of safety and performance.

Her | egacy is one of
inspiration. And today we honor her
in her retirenent. W express our
deepest gratitude for her decades of
servi ce and her profound inpact as
she has had on all of us, and we're
proud to cel ebrate her remarkabl e
journey. So thank you again,

Ms. Pettyjohn.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You're wel cone. Very wel |
done.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber | sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
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you, Council President.

Real quick. | just want
to take -- first of all, I want to
recogni ze Counci | menber Ant hony
Phillips because of that Lean On Me
reference, right. | spent sone tine
over the vacation taking
Counci | renber Brooks' advice and
spent sonme tine wwth famly, and ne
and ny 12-year-old son watched t hat
nmovie. And | was telling
Counci | menber Phillips, and he
referenced it was one of his
favorite novies so | was happy to
hear how you incorporated that in
your speech.

As we cl ose out Council
today, Council President, | just
want to rem nd the nmenbers of
Council as well as the listening
public that yesterday we had our
heari ng, our Legislative Oversight

heari ng on gam ng and the Gam ng
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Task Force. | thank them so nuch
for their intellect, their tine,
their energy and their advocacy.

They produced a report
that give us as governnent
reconmmendati ons on things that we
can do to make Phil adel phia a gam ng
city. I'mnot going to stop in the
advocacy, Council President. W're
going to do everything we can in our
power to nmake this city a gam ng
city because we recogni ze by the
year 2029, the gam ng econony wl|
be over $90 billion, $90 billion
globally. And the gam ng econony
has no hone.

And so, we want to nmake
Phi | adel phia the city of eds, neds,
beds and gam ng. | don't know how
it rhynes with those other words.
That's not nmy job. But listening to
Counci | mrenber O Rourke, naybe | can

get himto help ne with sone crafty
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wor ds and | anguage to figure out how
we fit it in.

But either way, Council
President, | want to say thank you
to Counci |l menbers Young, Lozada,
Squi Il a, Landau, and Counci | menber
Landau for joining me in yesterday's
hearing. And | want you to know,
Counci | President, as we get ready
for this year and next year, because
2026 is a maj or year for us, gamng
Is going to be one of the things
that's going to be at the top of our
priority.

Peopl e ask us all the
time what can we do to generate
revenue for the City and for people
W t hout increasing taxes on
busi nesses and on people, and
attracting gam ng can be one of nmany
answers.

Thank you, Counci

President. And thank you,
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col | eagues.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Menber Thonas.
And as you advocate for that 90
billion, I think the Gty of
Phi | adel phia will wel cone you.

You know, | have two boys
and we spend a whole | ot of noney
for roadbl ocks and buyi ng them skins
on Fortnite. And so, we want to
make sure our kids get alittle
break, Council nmenber Thomas. So I'm
going to be calling you because the
nore they play gamng the nore it's
com ng out of ny pocket.

So no, one, keep up the
great work. |It's a great field, and
we | ook forward to partnering with
you on making sure this particular
area of econom c opportunity thrives
in the city of Philadel phia. G eat
job, sir.

There are no nore
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speeches. The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Thomas for a notion to
adj our n.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

|'"ve already been told
it's eds, neds, beds and devs. So
"Il get back to you as to what that
means because | don't know.

But, M. President, |
nove that Council stand adj ourned
until Thursday, January 30, 2025 at
10: 00 a. m sharp.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Counci
stand adj ourned until Thursday,
January 30, 2025 at 10:00 a.m

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
notion carries. Thank you.

(Stated Meeting adj ourned
at 12:24 p.m)
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