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2/ 2/ 23 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
norning, folks. W're going to get
started. Sorry for the delay. Thank
you.

Everybody is seated. W're
going to get started. W' ve established
our quorum SO we're going to start out
with our invocation today.

To give our invocation this
norni ng, the Chair recognizes Imam Farid
W Rasool, Amr and President of Majlis
Ash- Shura of the Phil adel phia and
Del aware Vall ey and | mam of Masjid
As- Sabiqun. He is here today as the
guest of Council woman Gaut hi er.

| would ask all nenbers and
guests to pl ease rise.

( Counci | menbers and guests
ri se.)

| MAM RASOOL: Peace be unto
you. As-sal amu al ai kum

|'"d like to say to all of you
i n renmenbrance of our Mayor. So today is
actually the one-year anniversary of us
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burying himlast year, and to be here
today is a great honor.

But before | say the prayer,
|'"d like to say this to you. I'dlike to
tell you sonething to think about while
we're praying and, that is, there was a
little boy who was an only child, and his
parents were doing very well and he noved
out into the suburbs. And so when he got
out to the suburbs, he had a big driveway
and a swi mm ng pool and everything in the
back. And at the sane tine, he had the
basketball court to play with, but he had
nobody to play with. So he was al ways
pl ayi ng catch by hisself, catch by
hi sself, throw the ball, try to run and
catch it. And after a while, he got
tired.

So when his daddy cane hone in
the driveway, he ran up to the car and
sai d, daddy, daddy, daddy, daddy, daddy,
daddy, please play catch with nme, please
play catch with ne.

So the daddy had all his work
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fromthe office. He said, son, | can't
do it right now, but | prom se you
t onor r ow when daddy cones hone, daddy
prom se you he'll play catch wth you.

And so the next day the little
boy was out there waiting for daddy to
cone to the driveway, and when daddy cane
up to the driveway and pulled up, he ran
to the car and sai d, daddy, daddy, daddy,
daddy, I'mready, |I'mready, |'mready,
|'"'mready. And the father forgot that he
prom sed himto play catch. So he said,
oh, yeah, we supposed to play catch
today. He said, okay, well, walk here in
the office wwth me so | can take ny
briefcase in the office, son, and then
we'll go play catch.

He sai d, okay, okay, daddy.
Ckay, daddy.

So the father was trying to
figure out how can | buy sone nore tine,
because | need to get this work done for
the office. And so then the little boy
said, dad, dad, are you ready?
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And the father said -- he holds
his briefcase up and blew all the papers
out. He said, well, listen, |isten,
daddy got to just put these papers
t oget her, and when daddy put these papers
together, while he's doing that -- there
was a map of the world on the desk, and
he took the map of the world up and he
tore it up in all these pieces, and gave
themto the boy and said, while daddy is
putting these papers together, you put
t hese papers back together, you put this
map back together, and then we'll go play
cat ch.

He said, okay, daddy. kay,
okay.

So the little boy cane back
15 mnutes |later saying, daddy, daddy,
daddy, | got it, I"'mready. Let's go
pl ay cat ch.

And he said, son, you can't be
ready yet. So he wal ked in the other
room and | ooked, and the map was put
together. He |ooked at his son. He
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said, | didn't know | had a geni us.
Looked back at the map, said, it's really
put together. Then he said, son, howin
the world did you put that map together?

He said, daddy, there was a
picture of a man on the back of it, so |
figured if | put the nman together, the
worl d woul d be in place.

So today I'd like to offer this
prayer and invocation based upon us
trying to make the world be in place and
know t hat we can only do that by hel ping
every man put hinself together.

| wll first say the prayer in
Arabic and then | will say it in English
So you know what |'ve said.

(Prayer said in Arabic.)

Ch, Lord, we pray that you
woul d bl ess this body of assenbly. W
pray that you will fortify their hearts
and swell their hearts with purity of
intent. W pray that the goodness that
wll cone fromthem by the way of the
duty for which that they do to others
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wll actually shine as a brightness in
t he eyesi ght of your view.

We pray that you will nake them
have the courage to stand for truth in
t he presence of fal sehood. W pray that
you wi Il have themto -- give themthe
courage that they would knock their
brai ns out of falsehood with the truth
t hat they hol d.

And we pray that their
footsteps will be fortified in the way
that is beneficial to humanity and
pl eases thee and nmake all of them
successful in the way that pleases thee
and nmake them successful in this |ife as
wel |l as the hereafter and make them die
like (unintelligible) of willful
subm ssion to you.

Ameen.

(Anmen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you so nuch, Imam W appreciate
your spiritual guidance today. Thank you
so nuch.
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Council wll be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Agai n, thank you. Thank you, | nmam

And our next order of business
I s the approval of the Journal of the
nmeeti ng on Thursday, January 26, 2023,
and the Chair recogni zes Counci |l wonman
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that the Journal
of the neeting of Thursday, January 26,
2023 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that the Journal of the
neeti ng of Thursday, January 26, 2023
stand approved.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and our Journal is
approved.

And our next order of business
| S requests for | eave of absence, and the
Chair recogni zes Counci |l man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. On behalf of the nenbers
of Council, there are no requests for
| eaves of absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair thanks the gentleman.

And | recogni ze Council man
Squilla for a notion concerning certain
| egi slative matters that may arise during
t he course of the Council session that
were not listed on the Cal endar today
prior to our session.

Counci | man Squi l | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank vyou,
M. President. | nove that any of the
followng matters, if considered today,
may be added to the agenda for this
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sessi on of Council and, as required by

| aw, subsequently published on an anended
agenda after the consideration of those
matters: resolutions authorizing

heari ngs, anmendnents to bills on first
readi ng, reconsideration of a bill vetoed
by or re-called fromthe Mayor,
amendnments to bills re-called fromthe
Mayor, resolutions taking substantive
action to be voted on in this session, a
notion to withdraw a bill or resolution
that is not on the Cal endar, and a notion
placing a bill or resolution on or
returning a bill or resolution fromthe
Suspension Calendar that is not |listed on
t oday' s Cal endar.

The purpose of this notion is
to provide the public with notice
concerni ng possi bl e actions by Council
that arose too late to be included in the
Cal endar that was published prior to
t oday's sessi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Can
| get a second?
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the |egislative
matters stated by Council man Squilla may
be added to the agenda for today, should
those matters arise during the course of
t he Council session.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it and the notion granted.

And our next order of business
I s conmmuni cations. | would ask the Cerk
to please read the nessages fromthe
Mayor and any ot her conmuni cati ons t hat
he may have in his possession.

CH EF CLERK: Fromthe Mayor to
the President and nenbers of the Council
of the Gty of Philadelphia, | am
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transmtting for the consideration of
your honorabl e body a resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 2252 Hope Street and 2309
Pal ethorp Street located in the 7th
Councilmanic District; and

A resol ution authorizing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property to
execute and deliver to the Phil adel phia
Redevel opnent Aut hority deeds conveyi ng
fee sinple title to certain Cty-owned
| ots or pieces of ground with the
bui | di ngs and i nprovenents thereon
situate in the Third Council manic
District; and

A resol ution approving the
redevel opnent contract of the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent Authority for
t he redevel opnent and urban renewal of a
portion of the |Independence Mall Urban
Renewal Area, Unit No. 4, identified by
house nunber and street address as 217
t hrough 253 North Ninth Street; and

An ordi nance anendi ng Secti on
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14- 300 of The Phil adel phi a Code, entitled
"Adm ni stration and Procedures,"” by
changi ng the | anguage pertaining to
gquorum for public hearings of the Zoning
Board of Adjustnent, all under certain
terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, M. Decker.

That concl udes our
communi cati ons, and our next order of
busi ness is the introduction of bills and
resol utions.

And | would ask the Cerk to
pl ease read the titles of the bills and
resol utions offered by our nenbers today.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
G |l nore R chardson offers a privil eged
resol ution authorizing the Conm ttee on
Commer ce and Econom ¢ Devel opnent to hold
heari ngs exam ning the COVID 19
pandem c's i npacts on Bl ack- owned
busi nesses and the disparity in rates of
cl osure.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol ution authorizing the Commttee on
Educati on to hold public hearings on the
creation of the 21st Century School
District of Philadel phia CTE m ddl e and
hi gh school focused on careers in trades
and t echnol ogy.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng February 2023 as
Career and Technical Education Month in
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng February 2023 as
Environnmental Justice Month in the Gty
of Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Council man Thonas

offers a privileged resolution honoring
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and congratul ati ng Chanpi on of the Wek,
Ant hony Caple of Mercy Career and
Techni cal H gh School, for his success in
foundi ng, pronoting, and managi ng his own
clothing brand, 5 Star d othing.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol uti on honoring and congratul ati ng
educat or Marvin Dutton, for celebrating
hi s organi zati on Marvin's Educati on
Services' 10-year Anniversary servicing
t he youth of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
nmor ni ng, Council President. Good
norni ng, colleagues. | wanted to take a
nonment to wel come Marvin Dutton of MES
Services and congratulate themon ten
years of service.

As this is the first Council
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session for Black H story Month, |
t hought it would be inportant to
recogni ze a Bl ack business that's not
only thriving here in the Cty of
Phi | adel phia but also offering free
programm ng and free services to young
people all across the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

Can we take a nonent to just
ask all of the young people who have
benefited from Marvin's Educati on
Services that's here in Gty Council
today just to stand up and wel cone them
to our Council session.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Pl ease stand up. Thank you.

(Some audi ence nenbers
st andi ng.)

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank you,
Counci | President.
| also want to say
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congratul ations to our Chanpion of the
Week. It's inportant that we continue to
hi ghl i ght and recogni ze young peopl e who
are doing positive things across the Cty
of Phi | adel phi a.

Thank you, Council President,
and t hank you, coll eagues.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci | man.

And wel cone and
congratul ations. Thank you guys.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Jones
offers one bill and four resolutions. On
behal f of Council President C arke, an
or di nance aut hori zing the construction,

i nstal |l ati on, ownership, use and
mai nt enance of a sidewal k cafe at 425
t hrough 449 Spring Garden Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Excuse ne.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
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M. President. The resolutions that are
being offered today, particularly
centered around education, are inspired
by our Chair of Education, Menber | saiah
Thomas, who Hercul eanly had a hearing, a
mar at hon hearing, diving deep into sone
of the issues centered around educati on,
public education in the City of
Phi | adel phi a.

What he allowed us to recognize
is that all of us support the School
District, support our education, but we
do have questions as to when and how
t hi ngs are done and hol di ng peopl e
account abl e, and soneti nes we have to ask
unconfortabl e questions to get to a pl ace
where we get confortable solutions.

So | want to thank himfor
co-introduci ng these resol uti ons today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you, Council man.

CH EF CLERK: Council man Jones
offers a privileged resol ution
authorizing the Gty Council Commttee on
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Educati on to hold public hearings
exam ning the levels of learning | oss as
wel | as attendance trends as a result of
the COVID-19 Pandem c, and to understand
how t he School District of Phil adel phia
pl ans to address these issues.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privil eged
resol ution authorizing the Gty Council
Comm ttee on Education to hold public
hearings to exam ne the top performng
magnet school s i n Phil adel phi a,
understand their strengths in
relationship to underperform ng school s,
and to develop strategies for future
success.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol ution authorizing the Gty Council
Comm ttee on Education to hold public
heari ngs to evaluate tracking for
post - graduati on pat hways i ncl udi ng
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coll ege retention rates, career
alternatives, mlitary opportunities, and
t he school -t o-prison pipeline.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Al so
this week's Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privil eged
resol ution authorizing the Gty Council
Comm ttee on Education to hold public
heari ngs to exam ne the progress of the
school safe corridor program to
understand its effect on violence
reducti on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Johnson offers two resolutions, a
privileged resolution authorizing the
Comm ttee on Transportation and Public
Utilities to hold hearings to exam ne the
Phi | adel phia Water Departnent request to
| ncrease water, sewer and stormater
rates and charges and its inpact on the
citizens of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
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week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privileged resolution urging the U S.
Congress to pass House Resol ution 1280,

t he George Fl oyd Justice in Policing Act
of 2021.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you,
Council President. | just want to nake
brief remarks on ny resol ution |
| ntroduced.

Council President, | want to
t hank you and ny col | eagues for
supporting and co-sponsoring the
resolution | sponsored today calling on
both the U. S. House and Senate to approve
t he George Fl oyd Justice in Policing Act.

The U. S. House approved the
bill last year, but it was never approved
by the U S. Senate. The drafting of the
federal |egislation was preceded by a
series of protests against the deaths of
nunmer ous African Anericans at the hands
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of police officers, including the 2020
deat hs of George Floyd in M nneapolis and
Breonna Taylor in Louisville, Kentucky.

The passage of the George Fl oyd
Justice in Policing Act woul d address a
wi de range of policies and issues
regarding policing practices and | aw
enforcenent accountability, including
conbatting excessive force and raci al
bias i n policing.

The bill increases
accountability for | aw enforcenent
m sconduct, restricts the use of certain
policing practices, enhances transparency
and data coll ection, and establishes best
practices in training requirenents.

It would limt qualified
immunity as a defense to liability in a
private civil action against a | aw
enforcenent officer. It would establish
a framework to prevent any renedy raci al
profiling by | aw enforcenent to federal,
state, and local levels. It alsolimts
t he unnecessary use of force and
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restricts the use of no-knock warrants
and chokehol ds.

As Vice Chairman of the Gty
Council Public Safety Commttee, |
support the hard work of our Phil adel phia
Police Departnent. It understands it is
necessary to have -- | understand it's
necessary to have police officers, but |
woul d never support any | aw enforcenent
of ficer that abuses their power.
According to the non-profit
or gani zati on Mappi ng Police Violence, at
| east 1,176 people were killed by |aw
enforcenent officers in the United States
i n 2022, the nobst of any year since at
| east 2013. That is an average of nore
than three people a day or nearly 100
peopl e every nonth | ast year, according
to Mapping Police Violence. These are
reported deaths at the hands of | aw
enf orcenent, including people fatally
shot, beaten, restrained, and tasered.
One of the latest incidents
happened t hree weeks ago when 29-year-ol d
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Tyre Nichols was brutally beaten by
Menphi s, Tennessee police officers. The
graphi c video of the beating shows the
of fi cers punching, Kkicking, and beating
Ni chol s, even after he | ay hel pl ess
| ayi ng on the ground.

| want to praise the Menphis
Police Chief, Cerelyn "C. J." Davis, for
her decisive action so far in this case.
The five police officers have been fired
and charged with nmurder. Their
speci alized unit has di sbanded. Two nore
of fi cers have been suspended. Two
Menphis Fire Departnent enmergency nedi cal
workers and a |lieutenant was al so fired,
and nore discipline is expected to happen
in the future.

At M. N chols' funeral, he was
renmenbered by famly and friends. It was
a celebration of his life, but there were
also calls for police reform not just in
Menphi s but throughout the nation. Qur
Vice President, Kamala Harris, attended
the funeral and delivered an inpassi oned
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speech calling on Congress to approve the
George Floyd Justice in Policing Act.

Even Tyre Ni chols' nother,

Ms. Rowaughn Wells, called for reform as
she fought back tears and spoke | ovingly
of her son. She said, and | quote, "W
need to take sone action, because there
shoul d be no other child that should
suffer the way ny son and all the other
parents have lost their children. W
need to get that bill passed, because if
we don't, that blood, the next child that
dies, that blood is going to be on their
hands. The only thing that keeps ne
going is that | truly believe that ny son
was sent here on assignnment from God, and
| guess now his assignnent is done. He's
goi ng hone," end quote.

Tyre Nichols joins a long |i st
of Bl ack nmen and wonen that have been
killed by | aw enforcenent nationw de.
There are the nanes you know, George
Fl oyd in M nneapolis, Breonna Tayl or,
Tamr Rice, Eric Grner, Philando
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Castile, Freddie Gay, Mchael Brown and
ot hers.

Phi | adel phia and the G eater
Del aware Valley region is not free from
people losing their lives due to actions
by | aw enforcenent. |In June of 2017, we
saw that 30-year-old David Jones was shot
three times in the back by then O ficer
Ryan Pownal | as Jones was fleeing during
a traffic routine stop.

Since the death of George
Fl oyd, Phil adel phia has |ost Wl ter
Wal | ace, Jr., Terrell Mtchell, Stanley
Cochran, and Janes Al exander at the hands
of |l aw enforcenent officials. Let's say
t heir nanes and never forget their nanes.

Agai n, as Vice Chairman of the
Cty Council's Public Safety Commttee, |
support the hard work of the Phil adel phi a
Pol i ce Departnent every day. |
understand it is necessary to have police
officers protecting and serving, but |
woul d never support any | aw enforcenent
entity that abuses their power.
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Thank you very much, Council
President, for your tine and
consi derati on.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very much, Council nan.

That wll be on next week's
Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
Lozada offers an ordi nance establi shing
parking regulations in the vicinity of:
Penn Street and Wakeling Street; Giscom
Street and Orthodox Street; Leiper Street
and Pratt Street; Saul Street and Pratt
Street; Penn Street and Harrison Street;
Saul Street and Sanger Street; Margaret
Street and Torresdale Street; Ganite
Street and Darrah Street; Margaret Street
and Duffield Street; Dyre Street and
Darrah Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.
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CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on authori zing the
Phi | adel phia Land Bank to di spose of 2252
Hope Street and 2309 Pal ethorp Street
| ocated in the 7th Councilmanic District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
Brooks offers a privileged resol ution
honori ng and recogni zi ng the dedi cat ed
service of Betsy "Ms. Betty" Beaufort,
whose determ ned advocacy on behal f of
her Sout h Phil adel phia community has
strengt hened her nei ghborhood, as well as
the Gty of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
Driscoll offers a privileged resolution
honori ng and cel ebrating the 2023 Sai nt
Patrick's Day Parade.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privil eged
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resol uti on honoring and cel ebrating the
career of Joseph T. Ashdal e.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Al so
this week's Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Squilla offers a privileged resol ution
recogni zi ng and honoring Clarena |. W
Tol son on the occasion of her retirenent
from public service.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on approving the
redevel opnent contract of the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent Authority for
t he redevel opnent and urban renewal of a
portion of the |Independence Mall Urban
Renewal Area, Unit No. 4, identified by
house nunber and street address as 217
t hrough 253 North Ninth Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | wonman Bass
offers four resolutions, a privileged
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resol uti on recogni zi ng February 2023 as
American Heart Month and honoring the
Anerican Heart Associ ation of
Phi | adel phia for their work in providing
heal th resources i n Phil adel phi a,
enphasi zing the i nportance of heart
heal t h, and encouragi ng a healthy
| ifestyle.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng, honoring and
cel ebrating Imhotep Institute Charter
Hi gh School on its 25th Birthday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol uti on honoring the Phil adel phi a
Tennis Club for being the second ol dest
Bl ack-owned tennis club in the country,.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privil eged
resol uti on honoring the Wwodford Tenni s
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Club for being the ol dest Bl ack-owned
tennis club in the country.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Al so
this week's Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Council man Onh
offers a privileged resol ution
recogni zi ng and honoring Rodney Little
for his exenplary and outstandi ng service
as a dedi cated public servant, police
officer, union leader and mlitary
vet er an.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
other bills or resolutions being offered
t oday by the nenbers, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you very nmuch, M. Decker.

That concl udes our introduction
of bills and resol utions by our nenbers,
and our next order of business is reports
fromcomittee.

And the Chair recognizes
Counci l man Jones for a report fromthe
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Comm ttee of the Whole.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. The Commttee of the
Whol e reports five resolutions with a
favorabl e recommendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

M. Decker, please read that
report.

CH EF CLERK: To the President
and nenbers of the Council of the City of
Phi | adel phia, the Commttee of the Whol e,
to which was referred Resol uti on No.
220689, entitled a "Resol uti on appointing
M quon Brinkley to the Board of Directors
for the Ad City Special Services
District"; and

Resol uti on No. 220690, entitled
a "Resol ution appointing Jeffrey Brown to
the Board of Directors for the Ad Gty
Special Services District"; and

Resol ution No. 221036, entitled
a "Resol ution appointing Paul Badger to
the Board of Directors of the Center Cty
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District"; and

Resol ution No. 221037, entitled
a "Resol ution appointing Valerija Beares
to the Board of Directors of the Center
Cty Dstrict"; and

Resol uti on No. 221038, entitled
a "Resol ution appointing Anna Bonie to
the Board of Directors of the Center Cty
District," respectfully reports it has
consi dered the sane and returns the
attached resolutions to Council with a
favorabl e recommendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

The Chair again recogni zes
Counci | man Jones.

Excuse ne. Resolution No --
never m nd, Councilman. I|t's on ne.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: It's all
ri ght.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Resol uti on No. 220689, Resol ution No.
220690, Resolution 221036, 221037, and
221038 w |l be placed on our Final
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Passage Cal endar at our next session of
Counci I .

And t hat concl udes our reports
fromcommttee, and our next order of
busi ness is the consideration of the
Cal endar .

As there are no additional
bills on our First Reading Cal endar, the
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones for the
pur pose of calling up resolutions and
bills on our Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endar today.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. The follow ng resolutions
and bills are being called up from Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endars
t oday: Nos. 210434, 230039, 230044,
230045, 230046, and 220918. All other
bills and resolutions are being held.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Councilman. Thank you very
much.

Bef ore we consi der these
resolutions and bills, we will consider
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public comment. Your public comment nust
concern matters on the Second Readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endar for possible
action today.

Al l speakers nust sign up in
order to testify. If you have not
al ready signed up for today's session,
you may do so now at the table outside of
t he Council Chanbers with the
Ser geant - at - Ar ns.

Once you have signed up, you
will be called in the order in which your
name appears on the sign-up sheet, and
under ideal circunstances, which we
apparently do not have today, we have a
significant list, today's tinmne limt wll
be two m nutes, but we want to nmake sure
t hat everybody has an opportunity to
testify. So |I'd ask that you pl ease
adj ust your testinony to reflect a
two-mnute tine [imt.

In order to be fair to all
those wishing to speak, we intend to hold
faithfully to the established time [imt
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when you begi n speaking. Wen you go to
the podium you will see a green |ight.
It will be your tine to speak. Wen the
| ight turns yellow, you wll have
30 seconds renmi ning on your tine, and
when the light turns red, we woul d ask
you to please adhere to our guidelines
and concl ude your remarks, and you wl|
t hen be di sconnected, and pl ease yield
that to the next speaker.

We al so reserve the right
pursuant to Council rules where we may
limt repetitious coment on the sane
subject matter. W actually do have that
t oday, but because of the issue relating
to the significant testinony on 18, we
Wi Il hopefully try to get everyone in in
their testinony.

|f we're ready, M. Decker, can
you please call the first nane on the
| ist.

CH EF CLERK: The first speaker
today, M. President, is Rachel Kenp
of fering comment on behalf of Stacey
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Phillips, commenting on 220918.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. KEMP: (Good norning. Sorry
about that.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: No
pr obl em

M5. KEMP: M nane is Rachel
Kenp. | am here on behal f of
Dr. Phillips, the CEO over at WPACS. |
have been working there for about two
years now and |'ve lived in the West
Phi | adel phia community for 20-plus years.

WPACS is very excited about the
Cobbs Creek Foundati on and what they're
doing in the comunity, the Cobbs Creek
&ol f Course and what that neans for our
community so that our students and
famlies will have a place where it wll
be safe.

For the first tine in decades,
this historical |andmark is being
revitalized, and it deserves the
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recognition.

Even t hough the act ual
educati onal center will not open until
2024, their educational team vol unteers
have been runni ng excell ent prograns
wi t hi n WPACS, which is known as the West
Phi | adel phi a Achi evenent Charter School.
|"msorry, you guys, if | didn't state
that. These prograns have been
supporting our children and famli es.

Qur children have been doing math
tutoring prograns, which they | ove.

Al so, the Cobbs Creek
Foundati on has been comng in to donate
di fferent baskets and stuff for the
hol i days, |i ke Thanksgi ving and
Christmas. Also, they've been doing
soci al -enoti onal programlearning wth
our students as well, and the
educational -- the staff, I'msorry, the
staff fromthe education center have been
wor ki ng closely with the school to ensure
that prograns reflect the needs of our
conmunity.
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Thank you. | see there's a red
light, so I'mgoing to end and just say
that we are greatly appreciative of the
Cobbs Creek Foundation and | | ook forward
to nmany nore.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.

M. Decker, hold on one second.
Bef ore we proceed, the Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. Just really briefly,
during the part of our programin which
we recogni ze or actually when M. Decker
was reading the bills and resol utions
i ntroduced today, | did want to nake
nmention that we have in our presence
| mhotep Charter School, which is
celebrating its 25th anniversary, and we
have sone fol ks here, if they could
stand, from | mhotep Charter School. All
right. And so we want to --
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( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: We want to
recogni ze their achievenent in
excel | ence.

| renmenber when | mhotep started
and they started in lots, actually in
nodul e units, we'll call them on lots in
Nort hwest Phil adel phia. And so here we
are 25 years later, and it's a wonderful
exanpl e of excell ence.

And | also wanted to just very
briefly recogni ze the Wodford and
Phi | adel phia Tennis C ubs as being in the
8th District and also the first and
second ol dest Black tennis clubs in the
nation, and we wanted to just recognize
t hat we have that distinguished
organi zation within the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Awesone. Thank you. Thank you,
Counci | woman.
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( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

M. Decker, please proceed.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Asneret Easley, commenting on 220918.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. EASLEY: Asneret Easl ey.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. EASLEY. Hi, everyone. M
nanme is Asneret Easley. |'ma proud
nati ve of Phil adel phia, which encouraged
me to aimto be where | amtoday. | am
one of the proud principals at Overbrook
Educati onal Center, al so known as COEC,
here in the School D strict of
Phi | adel phia in Overbrook. W are a Kto
8 school that serves one-third of
visually inpaired students in our
district. Thank you to Cty Council for
| i steni ng and ensuring access to share ny
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Vi ewpoi nts as an educational |eader in
the community.

Every generation | eaves behi nd
a legacy. Wiat wll the |egacy be is
determ ned by the people of that
generation. What | egacy do you want to
| eave Dbehi nd?

|"min support of Bill 220918
because of the relationships that have
been built wth ny students through the
Cobbs Creek Foundation conmmunity. M
students will attend a safe,
state-of -the-art educational facility
t hat pronotes sel f-esteem and positive
racial identity.

The rel ati onshi ps have been
built, fromsupports fromfunding for 8th
graders, volunteering and providing
support for graduations, weekly academc
after-school clubs, and nonthly Saturday
prograns, and | can't forget our
mentoring prograns with our mddle
school ers.

| nvesting in the revitalization

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 43
2/ 212023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

2/ 2/ 23 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

IS an investnent in the comunity. Mny
students have a vision wth their own
eyes that their comunity is worth an
| nvest nent now. Wiy should | have to
search for the exposure for ny students
out si de of Phil adel phia for an exanple to
experience golf or safe havens to take
part in hobbies that they deserve?

| recall one of ny third
graders saying to ne one day, noti cing
contractors and backhoes, are we getting
sonet hi ng new across the street from our
school? | shared, this is our hope. He
smled and said, we can do it.

The current climate in
Phi | adel phia is deserving of this.
Chil dren deserve to be safe, especially
with the gun violence in our city that we
experience, and have access to beauti ful,
brand new space. The project will create
hundreds of job opportunities for
resi dents and boost |ocal econom c val ues
and partnershi ps and small | ocal
busi nesses to collaborate with the
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exposur e.

Thi nk about what | said, the
| egacy. The | egacy starts here.

As | cl ose today, consider what
we stand by at OEC. We need to do what
i s best for children, not what is best
for adults.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony. W
appreciate it.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
is Blain Stoddart, commenting on 220918.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good

20 mor ni ng.

21 MR. STODDART: Good nor ni ng,

22 M. Chairman and to the Honorable City

23 Council. M nane is Blain Stoddart. |

24 run BFW Group, which is a construction

25 proj ect managenent conpany. | amhere to
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support the Cobbs Creek Foundati on and
t he Cobbs Creek Gol f Course.

It is formerly an abandoned
350-acre site that has been abandoned for
al nost 50 years, and the Cobbs Creek
Foundati on has cone into the Gty to help
to revitalize that property, working in
tandemwith the Gty Recreation
Depart nent .

It is a public golf course, not
a private golf course, and they wll
begin, M. Chairman, M. President, to
take our kids off the street and build an
education center so that our kids can do
non-traditional sports and so that our
ki ds can get educational enhancenent.

18 Sone trees have been cut down,

19 M. Chairman, but the trees should not

20 have been there in the first place

21 because it is a golf course. And so they

22 will be replanting 1,500 trees and 15, 000

23 native plants back on this property.

24 Last, but not least, |I'm going

25 to say this: | got involved because, as
LEXI TAS
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you know, for 30 years, |ong before
George Floyd, | was advocating for Black
and brown businesses to get work, and we
are working wiwth 200 Bl ack and brown and
Lati no busi nesses, construction-rel ated
busi nesses, architects and professional
services and contractors in the Gty to
get work, and Cobbs Creek was ki nd enough
to call me, because |I'm an advocate for
Bl ack and brown businesses to get work on
construction projects. And so the fact
that they called nme got nme excited,
because nost tines devel opers and
non-profits don't even call us back when
we are trying to get work.

So | could go on and on and on.
Sone people said that it's going to
affect the environnent and cause sickness
in the community, but it's a golf course.
This is the last thing I'm

going to say. N ce nei ghborhoods get
gol f courses, |like Bryn Maw and Ardnore
and Bala Cynwd. And so to have a public
gol f course in our nei ghborhood is a good
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t hi ng and adds val ue to our nei ghbors and
takes the kids off the street and hel ps
us agai nst gun vi ol ence.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

MR. STODDART: Now, | know
there's sone objectors --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
M. Stoddart, your tinme is up.

MR. STODDART: Thank you, sir.
| was getting excited, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: |
under st and.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: And
| appreciate everyone's passion, but we
have a significant |ist of people on the
|ist today and we really want to be able
to get everybody in to testify. So
please limt your conversation. Wen you
see the red light cone on, please
concl ude your renarKks.
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Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
| S Radee Hammett.

(No response.)

CH EF CLERK: Radee Hammett.

(No response.)

CH EF CLERK: Shawmar Pitts,
comenting on 220918.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: (ood
nor ni ng.

MR PITTS. Good norning. M
name is Shawmar Pitts and |'m a
co-manager director at Philly Thrive, and
|'m here to speak about the golf course
and Cobbs Creek.

So now, first and forenost, |
woul d |i ke to appl aud the Cobbs Creek
Foundati on for any good work that they
have done to hel p our community as peopl e
has just testified to, and at the sane
time, ny opposition to the golf course is
the way it's been done.

As the gentl eman has j ust
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spoke, this has been abandoned for a | ong
tinme. He said over 50 years. So now
when we cone to the Gty and we ask for
pi eces of |and or anything of nonetary
substance to support the comunity and
the youth in our community to stop the
gun vi ol ence, we don't get any tread-way,
right? But when -- and this is not just
t he Cobbs Creek Foundation. This is all
over the Cty, because there's
redevel opnent and devel opnent goi ng on
all over the Cty.

So | am opposed to it, because
when people fromoutside the Cty cone in
the Cty, they are able to get the nonies
needed and the support needed for their
projects. But when we, African Anerican
men, who have been in Phil adel phia our
whol e Iives, when we cone and we ask for
grants and stuff |ike that, we get net
with things |ike we got reinbursenent
grants, right? You got to pay the
noney -- you got to bring your receipts
for the noney you spent.
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Did the Cobbs Creek Foundati on
have to get reinbursenent grants or did
they get noney in the Cty's budget? |
think they got $3 mllion from Parks and
Rec and a $3.4 mllion grant fromthe
state. W ain't never got $6 nmllion for
nothing we tried to do.

So |'m not against a golf
course and diversity and things |ike
that, but I'mfor the youth. [I'mfor
them We've been cut out fromthe
econom cs since | was their age, before |
was their age, and we're going to be cut
i n.

So when they cane in, now they
got a $60 mllion project going on. Wen
they going to spend $6 mllion on thenf
When they going to spend $6 mllion and
spend it on thenf

That's why |I' m opposing it.
| m not opposing it just because it's a
golf course. |'mopposing it because
when you have like Hlco, for instance,
you have Hilco, they in our comunity
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ri ght now.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Wnd it up.

MR PITTS. They in our
community right now R ght nowthey're
i n our conmmunity. And they cone and they
get to make policy. Wen we cone to the
pol i cymakers, we don't get to make no
policy. How they get to nmake policy to
push us around?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Ckay.

MR PITTS: W ain't got no
community invol venent in every
devel opnent every tine we sat in person
neeting, in person neeting. ANt never
showed up.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: W
got you.

MR PITTS. They got every
excuse in the book.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

MR PITTS: And they push us to
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t he si de.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

MR PITTS.: Al right. One
second. One second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Well, you keep saying one second. W got
a | ot of people that want to tal k today.

MR. PITTS: | understand. |
understand. I'msorry, but |'mjust
saying. They get to push us around and
we' ve been here our whole lives. They've
been here for two years.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: |
got you. kay.

MR PITTS: Cone on, nman. Cone
on, nan.

( Appl ause.)

MR, PITTS: Cone on, man. That
ain't right.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Ckay.
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MR PITTS: And Gty Council --
| ain't never seen a City Council that
represented African Anericans the way we
got now. Look how nmany African Anericans

we got.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Sir,
sir, you got to -- really, you got to
i ke --
MR. PITTS: | understand.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: You
keep saying that. You keep talking. [|'m
trying to be respectful. But we can

followup. Al right? You can't go on
and on. I'mtrying to be respectful.
Al right?

MR PITTS: Al right.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
We'll followup. W'Ill follow up.

MR PITTS: Please, listento
us, man. Please. Thank you.

Sorry for going over tine.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, sir. W'IlIl follow up. Thank
you.
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Next nane.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
is Fred Stirre, comenting on 220918.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

MR STINE: Thank you. It's
Fred Stine, S-T-1-NE. Thank you. And
for over ten years now, |'ve been a Board
menber wth the Eastw ck Friends and
Nei ghbors Coalition, and for over
30 years |'ve worked with the Del aware
Ri ver keeper Network, which is a
non-profit environnental organization
where | hel p design, plant, and naintain
urban forests and riparian buffers.

For the friends and nei ghbors
and the Del aware R verkeeper, | urge
Council to vote no against this bill,
220918. Cutting down nore trees and
clearing the land of natural vegetation
could contribute worseni ng fl ooding,
coul d contri bute worsening air pollution,
wor seni ng heat island effect, and ot her
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public health inpacts to all Gty
residents but particularly residents of
Over br ook, Cobbs Creek, and Eastw cKk.

According to Phil adel phia's own
Tree Philly, trees are one of the best
i nvestments we can nmake in the future of
our city. Wen properly cared for, urban
trees provide val uable and vital
services, like clean air, increased
property val ues, peaceful nei ghborhoods.
Pl anting and mai ntaining trees addresses
all three of the pillars of
sustainability, environnment, econonics,
and society.

The Cobbs Creek Foundation is
not replacing the public health and
envi ronnental value of the trees they're
cutting down. They are cutting and
cl earing thousands of mature plants,
trees, including the 500 mature heritage
trees already cut down. They're not
replacing themat a one-to-one. They're
cutting down 24-inch dianeter trees and
pl anti ng two-inch caliber replacenent.
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It's not a one-to-one.

In the presentation of the Arts
Commi ssi on, the devel oper shows that on
the driving range and youth golf area
al one, just in that one area, which is
about 13 acres, which is part of the bill
In the steep slope area, they wll be
cutting 150 heritage trees, and the
heritage tree is 24 inches in dianeter.
According to their plan, they wll be
replanting 62 trees.

They're cutting down 150 | arge
trees, which provide all these benefits
that Tree Philly has advocated for, and
they're planting 62.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: |f

18 you can wrap it up, please.

19 MR. STINE: Thank you. And ny

20 | ast comrent will be, they anticipate

21 it's going to take 20 years for those new

22 little trees to grow to provide the sane

23 ecol ogi cal and econoni c val ue that the

24 trees they're cutting down.

25 W urge everyone -- on bal ance,
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this is going to benefit wealthy
outsiders nore than it wll benefit the
resi dents of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.
MR STINE: Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
| s George Guy, commenting on a resolution
that is introduced and will be adopted
t oday by Councilwoman G | nore Ri chardson.

(Wtness approached podi um)

MR GUY: Good norning.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

MR GUJY: |'m George Guy and
| ' m here on behalf of Phil adel phia Tennis
Cub. [I'mhere to thank Council worman
Bass for this resolution that she
sponsored. |'d also like to thank you
personally for the help that you and
former Councilwoman Bl ondel | Reynol ds
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gave us a few years ago. W were in dire
need of your assistance, and you cane
through for us. W appreciate it.

But I'd also |ike to thank
Kat herine G | nore Ri chardson, and our
club is in your district.

Now, for the sake of full
di scl osure, at Phil adel phia Tennis C ub
we' ve al ways considered to be the ol dest
Bl ack tennis club in Anerica, because we
actually own the | and as opposed to our
esteened friends and col | eagues at
Wodford, that land is owed by the Gty.

Anyway, PTC was founded by
peopl e of color so they had a place that
they considered their own. W are in

18 hi storic Gernant own.

19 Tennis is a great gane, and our

20 goal is to pronmote tennis for underserved

21 i nner city youth, and that's our goal and

22 our prinmary mssion. W have seven

23 wel | - mai nt ai ned, beautiful clay courts.

24 Now, clay is different than hard courts.

25 It's great for the body. It's softer.
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And it's a great facility and a great
pl ace for youth, young and old. As a
matter of fact, | think all of you should
take up tennis. If you still play, you
should cone join us, and if you're
t hi nki ng about taking up tennis, you
shoul d cone around and see.

So | |ook forward to have all
of you visit us in Germantown. |It's a
great club, and I'd like to thank Cty
Counci | and Counci | woman Bass one nore
time for this resolution.

Thank you very nuch.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.
CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Al exa Ross, commenting on 220918.
(Wtness approached podi um)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.
M5. ROSS: (Good norning,
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everybody. M/ nane is Al exa Ross.

Hearing that there is a cap of
five speakers for and against, | want to
give a chance to anyone that is opposed
to the Cobbs Creek overlay bill, if you
want to stand up or raise your hand,
because | know a | ot of speakers were
turned away, just a nonent to show t hose
who were turned away.

(Sonme audi ence nenbers
st andi ng.)

M5. ROSS: I'mwth Philly
Thrive. 1've also been on the Board of
Eastw ck Friends and Nei ghbors from 2013
to 2015.

|'"'m here today to tal k about
the fact that corporate profits are at an
all-time high, right? So in the [ast --
the third quarter of 2022, corporate
profits were $2 trillion. Meanwhile,
inflation for the everyday person is at a
40-year high, right? And so when we | ook
at the Maguire famly, billionaires who
are part of the Cobbs Creek Foundati on,
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who the City allows to | ease a
$90 million property. So this land is
valued at $90 mllion, and they |lease it
for $1 for 70 years.

So clearly things are severely
out of balance, and | inplore the Cty
Council | eadership to help restore the
bal ance, because the flooding that's
going to cone as a result of all this
tree | oss and the way that these old
grow h trees actually provide a kind of
support for erosion that new trees cannot
provide, right?

And we have to just stop
handi ng out corporate -- you know, giVving
corporations tax breaks. Also Hilco

18 Redevel opnment Partners got a tax break.

19 The first thing they cane to Philly and

20 did was get their taxes waived, their

21 city taxes that would go to the School

22 District waived as part of a Keystone

23 Qpportunity Zone.

24 So an econony where we keep

25 giving billionaires najor tax breaks and
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wite theminto city budgets, neanwhile
Phi | adel phi ans are facing double the
prices at the grocery store for food,
makes no sense what soever, and the burden
really is not on us to nake an argunent
as to why this makes no sense, but the
burden is really on you all to explain
under what econony, under what city where
we care about children and we care about
the betternent of everybody does it nake
sense to be cutting this nmuch noney for
billionaires and corporations.

Thank you.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
Is Linda Smth.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. COLVELL-SM TH: Good
norning. M nane is Linda Colwell-Smth.
|"mInterim Co-Chair of the Friends of
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the Free Library of Philadel phia. W
work to support the Free Library wth our
advocacy and efforts in the comunity.
And |I'mup here today to thank
Counci | menber Brooks and City Council for
honori ng one of our own, our own Ms.
Betty Beaufort.

( Appl ause.)

M5. COLVELL-SM TH.  She's been
a nmenber of the Friends and she's one of
our Board nenbers. She's a |ongtine
communi ty advocate, and she's had at
| east 25 years with us fighting for her
bel oved Queen Menorial branch. And |'ve

18 had t he honor of working with her to keep

19 our entire library systemopen in 2005,

20 2008, 2011, and we're still fighting to

21 t hi s day.

22 One of Betty's biggest

23 strengths is, she speaks truth to power,

24 and she's not afraid to talk. And she

25 saw -- for instance, she saw a need in
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her community for a place for teens to go
safely to talk and to recreate and j ust
to socialize in good fellowship. So she
founded one of the first teen centers in
a Free Library of Philadel phia branch in
the Cty, and it opened the day before
t he pandem c shut the library system
down. But |'mhappy to report it's back
open and she's fighting for it again.

( Appl ause.)
M5, COLVELL-SM TH: | nean,
Betty is an inspiration to us all. She

recogni zes that Queen Menorial branch,
every single branch of the Free Library,
they're the heart and the soul of their
communities. They're a safe place for
seniors, for famlies, for kids and that
they're worth fighting for.

| ' m honored to be standing
beside her. | hope to do it for many
nore years to cone, and | know our group
feel s the sane way.
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Agai n, thank you, Council menber
Brooks. Thank you, Gty Council, for
honoring our Ms. Betty.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
s Enrique Hervada, commenting on 220918.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nmor ni ng.

MR. HERVADA: Thank you. Good
norning. M nane is Enrique Hervada.

"' mthe COO of the Cobbs Creek
Foundation. | thank you for the
opportunity to address.

As | stated before, we're not a
corporation. W' re not a devel oper.
We're a 501(c)(3) non-profit working in
partnership with the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a, Parks and Recreation, the
Phi | adel phia Water Departnent, and |I'm
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here to address the bill today regarding
the overlay district for Cobbs Creek.

The ordi nance is essential for
novi ng our project forward. Its mnor
steep slope disruption is required for
the creek restoration plan. Restoring
the failing creek is a requirenent for
our lease with the Gty and will not only
benefit the golf course and surroundi ng
community, it will provide no increase in
downst ream f | oodi ng.

As previously stated, we have
foll owed every applicabl e agency's
requi renents, including, but not limted
to, the Arny Corps of Engineers, the
Depart nent of Environnental Protection,
Phi | adel phia Arts Conm ssi on, Pl anni ng
Commi ssi on, and Water Departnent, and
will continue to do so.

The Phi | adel phi a Pl anni ng
Commi ssi on unani nously approved novi ng
forward with this ordi nance at their
meeting on January 19th. W submtted a
| etter recently fromPatrick Patterson
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that shows the effects of the project.
Recently seven anendnents were
added to the bill, and they're all
envi ronnment al anmendnents that were
required fromtal king to the nei ghbors
and things that they wanted, and we
agreed to all seven of those anmendnents
to the bill.
Thank you for your tine,
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony.
CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
i s Lawence Sznul owi cz, comenting on
220918.
(Wtness approached podium)
MR SZMJLLOWNCZ: Hello. M

nane i s Lawence Szmul ow cz. |'"'m a
vol unteer with the Cobbs Creek
Envi ronnment al Justi ce. | 1ive downstream

fromthe golf course in the Cobbs Creek
nei ghbor hood where | organi ze trash
cl ean-ups and bird wal ks.

First of all, we welcone the
anmendnments. They are a step in the right
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direction. Unfortunately, the anendnents
do not resolve the core problemw th the
bill. The bill still gives the devel oper
free rein to cut down trees on any steep
sl ope within the 350-acre preni ses.

The new tine limt on the
exenption has no practical value. The
devel oper will cut down all the trees
that it wants |l ong before the exenption
ends in July 2024.

Mor eover, the anendnents do not
address the fundanental | ack of
transparency. W still do not know basic
detail s about the devel oper's plans. How
many trees do they plan to cut down? Do
they include any heritage trees? How
wi Il they prevent erosion, |andslides,
and sedi nent pollution in our waterways
after they cut down the trees, whose
roots literally hold the earth in place?

We do not have these answers,
because the community has not had the
opportunity to pose those questions.
Normal |y a devel oper who wants to cut
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down trees on sleep slopes nust apply for
a zoning variance. As part of that
process, the devel oper nust neet with the
community at the |ocal RCO explain their
pl ans, and answer the tough questions.

There is no reason why the
devel oper can't apply for a zoning
vari ance here. |In fact, they originally
did apply for one, but they withdrew it
i n March 2022 before they net with the
| ocal RCO

When t he Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on
asked the devel oper why they didn't
proceed wth a zoning variance, their
chi ef operating officer replied, because
our attorney told us that a |l egislative
exenption is cl eaner.

Wel |, the devel oper's attorney
is right. It is cleaner to get a
| egi sl ative exenption than neet with the
communi ty, explain your plans, and answer
t ough questions. It is cleaner to bypass
community i nput, because denobcracy is
messy.
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But whether it's convenient for
a devel oper or not, the community has a
right to give input and be heard on the
| ssue -- on the use and devel opnent of
our public |l ands, especially when the
devel opnent potentially threatens our
envi ronnent, health, and safety.

City Council should not get
i nto the business of enabling devel opers
to avoid community input by carving out
speci al exenptions to our | ocal
envi ronnent al protections.

So we respectfully ask you to
renove the steep slope exenption and | et
t he devel oper apply for a zoning
vari ance, as they should have in the
first place. At the very |east, do not
vote on this bill until the devel oper
does what they should have done in the
first place, go to the Overbrook Park
G vic Association RCO bring your
bl ueprints, bring your environnental
assessnents that you said you have, and
pl ease answer the comunity's questions.
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Thank you.
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
M. Decker, please read the next person
to testify.
CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
| s Edi son Frazer, commenting on 220918.
(Wtness approached podi um)
MR. FRAZER My nanme Edi son

Frazer. |I'mwith Philly Thrive. |
oppose this bill, 220918.
This is ny whole thing. | keep

on hearing everybody tal k about educati on
and stuff |ike that but the park own
Cobbs Creek. First of all, nost of them
kids that's doing the shooting ain't even
i n school. You go out there right now
and they out there right now.

So our programis to get to the
ki ds and change they thinking. Like we
keep on coming to these neetings.
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Gaut hier office, she reached out to ne,
her secretary want to talk to ne, but
ain't nobody get back to ne yet.

My programis, what we trying
to do is save the youth and stuff I|ike
that. By cutting down the trees, what is
you doing? And | can talk to you, Jones.
VWhat is you doi ng?

When you cut down the trees,
you bl ocking the shade. So our gas and
our electric bill going to go up. And
sonebody just got shot around there | ast
ni ght too.

| live right down the street,
and the population is 30,000, and 80
percent is Black. They didn't go around
t he nei ghborhood, Enrique, and tell when
y'all put this golf course up, y'all
going to -- pesticides and all that stuff
going to lead to our community and stuff
| i ke that.

| came to you, Jones. So |'m
asking you, can | have a neeting with you
so | can put ny programon the other
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side? Al themdirt bikes that's on the
street, we want to get themon the field
like that. It's nowhere for themto
ride. And the reason why we took the
si gn down, because they already said they
was in the park already.

So we keep on comng to the --
| oppose this bill because, | nean, y'all
cut down trees and it wasn't |egal, and
then | ast week you said that you was
going to held up on the bill. Nowit's
| i ke -- conme on, Jones.

| live right down the street
fromthis conmmunity, man. | live right
down the street fromthis conmunity.

They want to cone in here. &olf is for
rich people. Golf is for rich. Is it
free to play golf? Is it free? | want
to know if it's free, because |'m gonna
sign up right nowif it's free.

So |'masking you, Jones. |I'm
aski ng you, Gauthier.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Pl ease
concl ude.
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MR. FRAZER |'m saying, you
reached out to ne. You said -- you
reached out to ne. | got the checks

right here. Call nme to your office.
Let's talk. Let's talk. Let's talk,
Jones.

Al right. If we --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
for your testinony.

MR FRAZER  Hold up. If we
going to coincide, |I'mon the other side,
Jones. You know what | get. You gave ne
noney to do ny thing.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you.

MR. FRAZER  You gave ne noney.
| want to help the youth. You know what
|'"'msaying? | want to help the youth.
You gave ne noney. |I'mtired of seeing
t hese Bl ack kids dying and all this
stuff. These corporations and stuff is
com ng in here.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Pl ease
concl ude.

MR. FRAZER  You know what |'m
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saying? So | want to know, can | have a
neeting with you, Jones?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Pl ease
have respect for everybody who wants to
speak.

MR. FRAZER  Cone on, call ne,
Jones, like you call ne, man. | ain't
trying to put you on the table or nothing
|i ke that. Cone on, nman. You gave ne
noney to do ny program but | ain't get
all of it. They got $6 mllion to do
not hi ng, man. Cone on, y'all.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you.
Thank you so nuch for your testinony.

Counci | nrenber Gauthier, did you

want to...
( Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOVMAN GAUTHI ER: | want
to thank Edi son for his coments. ' m
always willing to neet wth any

constituent, but not those that cone to
the office in a threatening manner,
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particularly with female staff.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Counci | menber .

M. Cerk, can you please read
the next person to testify.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
Is Erica Zurer.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: |Is Erica

her e?
(Wtness approached podi um)
M5. ZURER H . M nane is
Erica Zurer. |'ma nenber of the

citywide Friends of the Free Library.

Li nda i ntroduced the group. Most of you
know t he Friends of the Free Library, but
| canme up to speak on a little bit of a

18 per sonal note.

19 | want to say |I'mkind of new

20 to Philadel phia. | haven't been here

21 that many years. | want to say that

22 Betty is Philadelphia. 1 found that out.

23 She is definitely Phil adel phia. She's a

24 crown in the jewel of Philadel phia.

25 When | cane here, | was | ucky
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enough to neet her not that long after

t hrough the Friends of the Free Library.
| want to say she's a nentor. | want to
say that Philadelphia Cty Council and

t he Mayor know, you'd better listen to
Betty.

Thank you, Betty.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
for your testinony.

M. Clerk, please read the next
person to testify.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
i s Lynn Landes, commenting on 210913.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. LANDES: Good norning. |I'm
Lynn Landes, Founder of
Heal t hAl ertPhilly. org.

| support Resol ution 210913,
but today |'mhere to tal k about
vacci nes.

For all FDA-approved vacci nes,
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| ncl uding COVID shots, there is a Section
13 to the manufacturer's package insert
which admts that the vacci ne has not
been evaluated for its potential to cause
cancer, danage DNA, or inpair fertility.
Yet despite this lack of mninmal testing,
our federal health authorities continue
to mai ntain that these vaccines are safe
and effective.

Many peopl e got the vacci ne,
t he COVI D vaccine, thinking that they
were FDA approved, but it appears that
t hose approved vacci nes were not nade
avai lable to the public. Wat the public
got and is still getting are experi nent al
vacci nes under an energency use

18 aut hori zation, neaning little effective
19 safety testing was conduct ed.
20 To date, the COVID shots are
el the nost harnful and deadly vaccines in
22 the history of the CDC, with soaring
23 nunbers of people suffering from bl ood
24 clots, strokes, heart attacks, and ot her
25 sudden il | nesses.
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The public is becom ng
i ncreasingly aware the vaccines in
general are resulting in w despread harm
and death. Countless books have been
written and studies published that offer
overwhel m ng evi dence the vaccines did
not stop the deadly contagions of the
past. Instead, new sewer systens, water
treatnent facilities, and better
nutrition did that.

Even polio was nost |ikely
caused by DDT, a paralyzing insecticide,
not by a virus. Wen DDT was phased out,
polio subsided. 1In fact, the |eading
cause of polio today is the polio vaccine
| tself.

And that's what many people
don't understand about vaccines. Sone
can spread the very illnesses they claim
to prevent. |It's called vaccine
shedding. So is Big Pharnma spreadi ng
i 1l nesses through vacci nes rather than
preventing then? It certainly |ooks that
way.
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You can | earn nore at
Heal t hAl ert Phil ly. org.
Thank you very much.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
for your testinony.

M. Cerk, the next person to
testify.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Christopher {d adstone.

(Wtness approached podi um)

MR GLADSTONE BOOTH. Good
norni ng. Good norning, President O arke,
Counci | wman C ndy Bass, ny
Counci | person, Councilwoman Kathy G I nore
Ri chardson, and the rest of Gty Council.
My nane is Christopher d adstone Boot h,
and | want to thank you for allow ng ne
to speak on behalf of the Wodford Tennis
C ub.

Wodf ord Tennis C ub was
founded during the Gvil R ghts era in

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 81
2/ 212023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

2/ 2/ 23 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

1958 by ei ght working-cl ass peopl e who
decided not to wait for inclusion but to
actively seek a place that they could
call their hone.

Di vine intervention i s what
many of us believe sent George Logan, a
police officer in the 14th Precinct and
one of Whodford's founding nenbers, to
drive up a driveway in Fairnount Park to
find an overgrown piece of property that
vaguely resenbled tennis courts. Upon
O ficer Logan's inquiry, he did discover
that it had been abandoned by the Cty
sone 20 years before and it was a part of
Fai r nount Par K.

Royal Sinms, who is currently

18 t he President of the Veterans

19 Adm ni stration here in Philadel phia and
20 one of our founding nenbers, cut a deal

21 with the City. The Cty agreed to | ease
22 t hat abandoned, discarded property to the
23 Tennis Club for $1 a year for 50 years,

24 and needless to say, we are well into our
25 second lease. It was a part -- at that
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poi nt, the nenbers bought the house and
the joining property to the tennis courts
i n 1958.

What i s Whodford? Wodford is
| egacy. My father was a founder. |I'ma
Board nenber. M daughter is currently a
menber. Wbodford has turned out a nunber
of nationally ranked players, including
ny daughter, and it continues to support
pl ayers wth professional aspirations.

Wodford is hone, hone to
countl ess years of youth tennis prograns
exposi ng African Anerican children to the
gane of tennis. And, finally, Wodford
IS history. It truly is apropos on this
2nd day of February to recogni ze Wodf ord
and its contributions to African Anerican
hi story.

But let it not go unrecogni zed
t hat Woodford also is an integral part --
was and is an integral part of
Phi | adel phi a history.

When you look up little known
history facts --
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Pl ease
concl ude.

MR. GLADSTONE BOOTH:. -- about
the Gty of Philadel phia, there is a
possibility you'll see a picture of 424
East Wster Street, better known as the
Whodf ord Tenni s C ub.

Thank you, Council folks, for
this resolution. It is deeply
appr eci at ed.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
for your testinony.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: M. derk,
pl ease read the next person.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
is Nasir WIIlians.

(Wtness approached podi um)

MR WLLIAMS: Good norni ng.
My nane is Nasir Wllianms. [|'mcurrently
a sophonore at Sankofa Freedom Acadeny
Charter School, and |'m here to speak on

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG
2/ 212023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

2/ 2/ 23 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
ny experience wwth MES, Marvin's
Educati onal Servi ces.

| ' ve been around since the very
begi nning of MES. |'ve enjoyed
participating in MES as a student-athlete
and sonmeone who al ways wanted better for
nysel f. MES hel ped shape nyself and ny
peers into better students and hel ped us
excel in the classroom Mrvin nade sure
| got help with any of ny work whenever |
needed it, and he started to train nyself
and a few other students in basketball
while still tutoring us.

MES kept us off the streets and
noti vated to be great nen and infl uences
I n our conmunities.

Marvin, | appreciate everything
you do for us and being a nentor in our
communi ty.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
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so much for your testinony.

M. O erk.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
| s George Lane.

(Wtness approached podium)

MR. LANE: Good norning. My
name is George Lane. I'mcurrently a
sophonore at Sankofa Freedom Acadeny
Charter School. |'mhere today to speak
on ny experience of grow ng through MES.

When asked what MES is exactly,
| always have to include it is nore than
an organi zati on, business, or a team
It's a famly.

Through MES, | gained a |ot of
| i felong connections with ny other fell ow
teanmmat es or brothers that grew through
MES as well. We had the opportunity to
be a nentor by two amazing nmale role
nodel s, Brother Marvin and Brother Ryan,
who still got us in a positive direction
t oday.

Bei ng conpl etely honest, |
woul dn't be the student or young brother
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| amtoday without the help of MES.

Year in and year out, | can
probably say that | have been on honor
roll wth straight A's every senester
since | was first introduced to Brother
Marvin, which is when | was a first
grader. In addition, ny brothers present
t oday are honor students just as well as
me.

Si nce day one, Brother Mrvin
s always attenpting to give so nuch
attention to the val ue of education, the
reason being the inportance of how nuch
as asset an educated mnority male can
be.

As stated before, |'mproudly

18 grateful to say | grew through MES.
19 Wt hout MES, | wouldn't be who I am
20 today. | dedicate every acconplishment
21 to MES and Brot her Marvin. He been
22 around since ground zero, and this
23 recognition can't even sum up how nuch
24 t hankful | am for himtoday.
25 - - -
LEXI TAS

215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 87
2/ 212023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

2/ 2/ 23 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you.
Thank you.

M. Cerk, please read the next
person to speak.

CH EF CLERK: The next person
to speak, M. Chairman, is Marvin Dutton.

(Wtness approached podi um)

MR DUTTON. | feel like I'm
back at a basketball gane, |'m being
called out for the starting |ineup,
Mar vi n Dutton.

My nane is Marvin Dutton. |I'm
the CEO of Marvin's Education Services.
| f you hear ne, clap once.

(Audi ence nenbers cl apped
once.)

MR. DUTTON. If you hear ne,
clap tw ce.

(Audi ence nenbers cl apped
tw ce.)

MR. DUTTON. That's sonet hi ng
that we do in the classroomjust to kind
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of get your attention.

There's an African proverb that
says you can't thank the person that
crossed the bridge w thout thanking the
people that built the bridge. So I'm
very thankful for ny famly. [|I'mvery
t hankful for ny students.

Can we all give thema round of
appl ause agai n, please.

( Appl ause.)

MR. DUTTON. Thank you to
Counci | man | sai ah Thomas and Cty Counci l
for honoring MES as we cel ebrate our
ten-year anniversary, ten years of hard
work, ten years of commtnent, ten years
of sacrifice.

It's nmy honor to give back to
the community, to inpact the life of a
child, to inpact a famly, to positively
| npact the comunity. And so I'm
extrenely thankful.

There's a saying that goes
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| i ke, when spiders unite, they can tie up
a lion. So together we can do sone
amazi ng thi ngs.
So, again, thank you, Gty
Council. | really appreciate you,
everyone.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you.
Thank you.

Chief Cerk, please read the
nane of our next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
is Val erie Susan.

(Wtness approached podi um)

18 M5. MLOYD: Good norning. M

19 nanme is Valerie Susan McLoyd. First, |

20 want to thank ny Council nan, Kenyatta

el Johnson, for the resolution on urging the

22 United States Congress to pass HR 1280,

23 t he George Floyd Justice and Policy Act.

24 But |'mhere this norning to

25 stand with the rest of -- if everyone can
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just stand up who is here for Ms. Betty
Beaufort.

(Some audi ence nenbers
st andi ng.)

( Appl ause.)

M5. McLOYD: So | want to thank
Counci | wman Br ooks for honori ng
Ms. Betty. Betty is ny neighbor for the
1300 bl ock of Garnet Street. W net
about 15 years ago. | was serving as the
bl ock captain for about 20 years. And
every tine it was tine to go out and
work, Ms. Betty was there. | could
al ways depend on her.

So | wanted to cone out and
just honor her for her passion for the
comuni ty, because that's what we need,
nore people who are passi onate about the
communi ty, passionate about the work and
determ ned to get the work done.

So thank you, Ms. Betty.
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( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you.

Chief Cerk, can you pl ease
read the next person to speak.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
s Maria Oti z.

(Wtness approached podi um)

MS. ORTIZ: Good afternoon,
everyone. M/ nane is Marie Otiz. |I'm
here to honor Betty Beaufort. She is the
only one in our community that stands up
for us, fights for us, whether the person
| i ke their opinion or not.

One thing | can say, Betty, you
are phenonenal. Don't |et nobody take
that fromyou. You are a phenonenal
worman, a wonman that speaks the truth, a
woman t hat knows what the community
needs. And nore |eadership in our
community need to |isten what our
community needs. Like Betty Beaufort,
she always there to help the people |ess
fortunate.
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| was in a situation a couple
years ago. Betty cane to ny aid. You
know, it's funny when you have | eadership
in the conmmunity, they don't even help
you, but you have people like Betty
Beaufort that's willing to help you.

Betty is there for ne now |
m ght have struggled staying still wth
nmy daughter. She has cancer, double
mast ect ony, been to service four tines,
but Betty has al ways been there for ne
t hrough the right and the wong and the
| ndi fferent.

Betty, thank you for being a
friend, thank you for being a | eader in
the comunity, and thank you for speaking
and uphol di ng on what you stand for and
what you say. Thank you, Ms. Beaufort.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony.
CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
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| s Ogbonna Hagi ns, commenti ng on 230044.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

MR. HAG NS: Good norni ng.
Good norning, everyone. (Ogbonna Hagi ns.
| m going to be speaking about the Bill
230044.

Even though | understand the
sentinents of wanting to condemm the
Uni on League for giving the honor to the
Governor of Florida, | think there are
far nore institutions and organi zati ons
and people that should be condemmed in
the Gty of Phil adel phi a.

We have a School District that
has consistently failed our children, and
t he education data shows that six of ten
children who graduate cannot read, wite,
or do math on a high school |evel.

Ei ght een years ago Dr. Ed
Robi nson was consul ted by the School
District of Philadelphia to infuse
African history into 17 books that were
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used by the students in the District.
And why is this relevant? It is relevant
because the infusion had been proven to
teach not only African Anerican students
about their history but all students of
the greatness of African culture, which
Is rarely done today.

It was al so proven that when
African Anerican children |earned their
history, they are far less likely to be
violent, and their overall grades
| nprove.

|f this infusion of African
hi story was infused into the curricul um
it is very likely that the viol ence that
we see in our city would not be
occurri ng.

So, yes, condemm the Union
League, but al so condemm the School
District of Philadel phia, which, by the
way, is the only district in the state
t hat does not have an el ected school
board. And | was just given a text
t oday, because | made a post on Facebook,
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t hat Phi |l adel phia has not had an el ected
school board since 1867.
So |'msaying to you condemm
t he Urban League, but let's do right by
our children in Phil adel phi a.
Thank you.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Jonat han Lei bovic, commenting on
230044.

(Wtness approached podium)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
af t er noon.

MR. LEIBOVIC. (Good afternoon.
My nanme is Jonat han Lei bovic and, yeah,
absol utely, condemm the Uni on League for
sure.

This is a song that's
definitely about that bill nunber that
you j ust sai d.
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(Wtness singing his testinony
bel ow.)

MR LEIBOVIC. They cut down
the trees and they put up a golfing
course. And the billionaires behind it
showed no renorse.

Don't it always seemto go that
you got to be a rich white man to get
anything done in this town. They cut
down our trees and they put up a golfing
cour se.

They want to cut corners,
bypass the RCOs, but the people won't
stand for that, oh, no, no, no, no.

Don't it always seemto go that
t he devel opers get mllions of dollars in
tax breaks. They cut down our trees and
t hey put up a golfing course.

Hey, Curtis Jones, quit hanging
with CCF. They pay a dollar and grant to
the Gty doubl e UTF.

Yeah, don't it always seemto
go that you got to nmke thousands of
dollars in | egal canpaign contributions
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to get your zoning permts approved.
They cut down our trees and they put up a
gol fing course.

Late last night, | heard an
awf ul sound, and a big yell ow tractor
tore all our trees to the ground.

Now, don't it always seemto go
t hat backroom deal s are how business is
done. They cut down our trees and they
put up a golfing course.

And |'m going to keep on
singing about it until ny voice is
hoar se, because the billionaires behind
it show no renorse.

Most the people showed up
t oday, we cane out in force to say you
got to prepare if you want your golfing
cour se.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Ckay. So for your information, in the
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event you want to use it as an audition
t ape, Channel 64 runs this over and over.
But thank you for your testinony, sir.

Next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
s --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Hold
on, M. Decker.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Counci | President.

| want to also just take a
nonment of personal privilege to
acknow edge ny col | eague Counci | wonman
Kendra Brooks for acknow edgi ng and
honoring a longtinme Point Breeze | egend,
community hero, Ms. Betty Beaufort.

Ms. Beaufort, can you stand.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Ms.
Beaufort is a part of the Concerned
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Ctizens of Point Breeze as well as the
Queen Menorial -- Friends of the Queen
Menorial Library.

Most of you in this body know
| "' m born and raised in Point Breeze South
Phi | adel phia like all ny life. And so |
know Ms. Beaufort grow ng up as a young
man i n South Phil adel phi a.

And so | just want to comend
her for her hard work and her dedication
to inproving the quality of life of the
residents in Point Breeze. And she has
no probl em speaking truth to power and
al ways speaks with a sense of passion and
comm tnment for doing what's right on
behal f of the people in Point Breeze

18 Sout h Phi | adel phi a.
19 So | wanted to give you your
20 flowers as well today as a co-sponsor,
21 Ms. Betty, and tell you to keep up the
22 good work and God bl ess.
23 .- -
24 ( Appl ause.)
25 - - -
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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci | man.

M. Decker.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
IS Melissa Robbins, commenting on 230044.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
af t ernoon.

M5. ROBBINS: (Good afternoon,
Counci | President, nenbers of Council,
and taxpayers. M nane is Mlissa
Robbins. |'ll be comrenting on
Resol uti on 230044 sponsored by
Counci | wman Shar on Vaughn and
Counci | renber Kenyatta Johnson.

|'d i ke to say thank you for
everyone who participated in the press
conference | ast Tuesday denouncing the
honori ng of Governor Ron DeSantis as well
as the protest.

What many of you do not know is
he left there and then was honored by one
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John McNesby, President of FOP Lodge.

What does the Union League of
Phi | adel phia and the FOP | eader president
have in comon? A history of continued
white supremacy and public
anti - bl ackness.

Most of you don't know that on
El ecti on Day, the people who voted over
there by the FOP that sits close to
Council menber Brian O Neill's office, the
Bl ack people that voted over there heard
the N word, nonkey word, gorilla word.

|''m here to say Governor
DeSantis represents a part of Anerican
history that is behind us, and anyone who
agrees with that way of thinking or
submts to that way of thinking, you are
a racist, you are anti-blackness, and the
days of subjugating Bl ack people are
over.

( Appl ause.)

M5. ROBBINS: Qur city is
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44 percent Bl ack people. Just like the
gentl eman said, we have awful graduation
rates, awful matriculation rates here in
the Gty of Philadel phia, eds and neds.
Wiy are our kids not in those classroons?
Why are our schools not fully funded?
How | ong do you intend to beat a dead
horse in order to continue the |ife of
white suprenmacy that requires a continued
subj ugati on and oppression of Bl ack
peopl e?

W see it. W feel it. Qur
poverty is us. Qur children, our
inability to own a hone, start a
busi ness, be educated, travel while being
Bl ack.

You get your golf courses. You
get your special clubs. W get nothing.
You crimnalize our Black males as they
die in the streets, but there's enough
| and for a dirt bike park so they can
ride free, generate noney, perform
They're excellent. They're brilliant.

How many nore years nust Bl ack
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peopl e suffer? How many? How nmany?

| don't prepare to do it
anynore. So for the Black people who
want to pay it off, let ne tell you
sonething. It's a whole | ot of people
| i ke Melissa Robbins. | ain't for sale.
You sold ny ancestors. Stop taking noney
to benefit in the nonent while your
peopl e suffer.

Look around the City. Look at
Atlanta. Get up off your butts, work
t oget her, and bring Bl ack people up. W
want noney. W don't want your apol ogy.
We don't want your schol arships. W
don't want your neals. W don't want
your hanburgers, and we don't want your
goddam pi ct ures.

| nvest into our comunities.
G ve us access to the noney. \Wat was
the Anerican Rescue Plan, the Inflation
Reduction Act, Build Back Better, where
are those mllions of dollars?
Harrisburg is sitting on 12 billion.
G ve that noney to Bl ack people. W
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earned it. W deserve it. Qur ancestors
built this country on our backs and we're
tired of anti-blackness and raci sm

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Ckay. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Ms. Robbi ns.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
is Tiffany Green, commenti ng on 230064.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
af t er noon.

M5. GREEN:. They al ready warned
nme, this is her day, so |l won't start
anyt hi ng.

Tiffany Geen. |I'mhere to
honor Betty "Betsy" Beaufort. | want to
tal k about her real quick, because she is
the quintessential activist. An activist
IS a person who canpaigns to bring about
political and social change or to hold
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el ected officials accountable, which many
who are here today, and I want to say |
gi ve thanks to all of you.

But the point of it is, an
activist has to be about purpose,
passion, a love for people, and pressing
forward and comm tt ed.

Tal k about purpose. | net
Betty through a long-termactivist, Mam e
Ni chols, 90 years old. WMam e called ne,
said that she going up against a billion
dol | ar conpany, can you do the
groundwor k. When | cane there, she
i ntroduced nme to Betty, and Betty said
she wanted to help out, and we went
forward. W won that canpaign.

After that, Betty was there.
They wanted to close down the libraries.
Betty canme out. W went over there. W
found out. W' ve been at that canpaign.

At that canpai gn, one day we
wer e supposed to have outdoors around
Cty Hall have a protest. Not too many
showed up because it was raining
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terribly. Betty called nme and said,
Tiffany, you ready?

| said, it's raining.

She said, alittle water won't
melt you.

| said, | don't know.

She said, be down there.

So | cone down there. She's
standing out there with her grandson with
the sign. There was only about ten of us
at that point, because people didn't show
up. W going around and around and
around. The mmjor nmedia show up. All
t he sudden Stan and his wife said, we
gonna take a gift up to Mayor M chael
Nutter. At that point, Betty -- he said,
who with nme? Betty stands up and said,
l"'mwth you, Stan. |'mgoing with you.

So they go up to M chael
Nutter's office and take himthis coal to
represent if he close down the |ibrary.

At that point, that story ran on Channel
6.
| just want to say Betty has
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been there fromthe beginning. |If it's
snowi ng, she's there with her boots. |If
it's raining, she's there with her
unbrel | a.

And | want to say it's been a
pl easure to serve with Betty Beaufort.
When they tried to close the recreation
centers, she was there. Wen they tried
to cl ose -- when they closed down Smth,
she was there.

W are activists, and we do
what we do. And | want to say that |'m
glad we're honoring her while she's
living at this point so she can hear from
all of us that we really appreciate Betty
Beaufort.

And | want to say that | think
a vote today for that resolution is a
vote for soneone you know who has given
t hensel ves freely, voluntarily, and
that's what we all need to be about at
this particul ar point.

And, Betty, | took a chance
down here with all this high-risk
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CoviD -- and you know | did -- for you,
and | want to say thank you for your
support.

And also | just want to say,
can we reinstate the virtual option for
peopl e who are high risk and do not want
to cone down here to City Council? W
deserve to have that alternative to still
put forth our right, and you shoul d
provide that to us, because as |ong as
COVID is out here, we should not have to
risk our lives to cone down here for a
t hree- m nute comment.

Thank you very much.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Ms. G een.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The fi nal

speaker, M. President, is Catherine

H cks, conmmenting on 230044.
(Wtness approached podi um)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
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af t er noon.

M5. H CKS: Good afternoon.
| m Cat herine H cks and |'m here
representing the Phil adel phia branch of
t he NAACP on behalf of the Resol ution
230044. Thank you, Council President,
Council, and the public for allow ng ne
to be here today to speak on this.

| am here because we stood in
front of the Union League nore than a
week ago in protest of the Florida
Governor, Ron DeSantis, being honored
wi th the highest honor that that |eague
could give. W are in total disbelief
and appall ed that he who di srespected us
as the Black and brown community was

18 t aki ng out Black history studies in our

19 school s.

20 He is known for being a racist.

21 He has brought out the woke, stay woke

22 now on | ooking at Bl acks and browns as

23 not bei ng good enough for us to teach in

24 schools, for us to have that type of

25 curriculum | denounce that. W, the
LEXI TAS
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Phi | adel phi a branch NAACP, denounce that.
Those who stood wth us denounce that.

| amin support of this
resolution, and | feel that we have to
stand up and say that this is not
sonet hing that we are going to have
happen in our city. W are not going to
all ow our city to be sneared by
sonebody -- the Florida Governor DeSantis
who cones here and then we acknow edge
himw th an award.

So | feel that we all, we all
shoul d stand and denounce this, ask the

Uni on League -- we have denmanded t hat

they rescind that, and |' m aski ng that
t hey rescind that honor, because he does
not deserve it.

Qur students have the right to
know their history. Qur Black and brown
children in schools deserve to know their
hi story.

And so | amin total support of
this resolution, and | ask everyone who
stood with us that day, which included
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Bl ack Wonen's Leadership Council, the
Bl ack C ergy, NON and a nunber of
organi zations and the community, the
| arge crowd that stood out there, we ask
that you all hear this and that you do
continue with this resol ution.
Thank you.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony.

|ls that 1t, M. Decker?

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her speakers, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very nuch.

That concl udes our public
comment session for today.

W will now consider the bills
and resol utions on the Second Readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endar.
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M. Decker, please read the
title of Resolution No. 210434.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
calling on the Gty of Phil adelphia to
| npl enment mninumforce training for all
| aw enforcenent officers.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Councilman On for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you,
Council President. | nove that
Resol uti on No. 210434 be taken fromthe
t abl e.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor of renoving from
t he tabl e?

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. Resolution No. 210434 is
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now -- Councilman Oh, are you going to
call it up for a vote now?

COUNCI LMAN OH:  No, Counci l
President. [1'Ill wait until next week.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Ckay. Thank you.

M. Decker, 230039.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
urging the United --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Hold
on. M. Decker, hold on one second.

The Chair recognizes
Counci l woman G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you. Thank you, Council President. |
wanted to ask the sponsor of Resol ution
210434, Council nmenber On, if he could
just give us an explanation. He said he
was going to wait until next week, so
t hat we understand what he's seeking to
acconpl i sh.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.
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The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Oh.

COUNCI LMAN OH: Thank you very
much, Council President.

This was brought up before and
| think it has sat for a while. | think
the Tyre Ni chols case once again raises
the i ssue of training.

We aut hori ze police officers.
W train them W give them| et hal
force. They are able and trained to use
maxi num force. They should be trained to
use mninmum force. People think that
cones naturally. It does not. And |'I]
just give a quick exanple.

|f you and | are engaged in a
physi cal confrontation and we are of
equal strength, you give 100 percent, |
gi ve 100 percent, but when it is unequal,
when ny 50 percent is too nmuch for you, |
may feel that | amnot using nuch force
on you, but you may feel it's quite
di fferent.

When peopl e are excited, when
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their adrenalin is going, it does take
training. People also naturally when
they feel their life is in danger, they
get a lot of adrenalin. Their bl ood
sugars rush. That is what's supposed to
happen. And so the neasurenent of the
danger i s al ways enhanced, and it does
take training to understand and to
measure what the danger actually is.
That's true of anyone who does any type
of conbat sport, fromwestling to boxing
to ki ckboxing. You |learn that over a
period of tine.

However, when you are using

100 percent of your strength and |I'm
usi ng 60 percent but there are five of
me, when there's five peopl e using
60 percent on one person, | nmay just
think 1" m hol di ng your arm anot her
person may think they're just hol di ng
your | eg, but the other three people are
doi ng things we don't know. Maybe
soneone accidentally hits you in the
throat. Mybe soneone has a knee in your
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sol ar pl exus.

Just even w thout the force
itself, the excitenent that occurs, the
adrenalin, the stress, the anxiety, if
you have any type of situation, you could
be seriously injured fromthere.

It is the responsibility of the
City to properly train those it

10 aut hori zes to use deadly force, maxinmm

11 force, and other types of force. It is

12 good for the officers. It's good for the

13 publ i c.

14 The failing of what happened in

15 Menphis is the responsibility of each one

16 of those five police officers and

17 everyone who i s watching, but the other

18 failure is the failure of the City of

19 Menphis and its police department in not

20 training those it holds responsible.

21 Now t hey are arrested, they

22 have been fired, and they will face

23 mur der char ges.

24 Thi s happens tine and tine

25 again, and there should be training. It
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just -- it happens in nmany police
departnents around the world and in this
country. There is no reason not to train
people. They should be trained. [t does
not conme naturally. So | put this
forward once again in response to what
happens.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Are
you good, Council wonman?

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, Council President.

Thank you, Counci | nmenber Oh.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

That will be on the Cal endar
next week avail able for a vote.

Thank you. Thank you,
Counci | man.

M. Decker, back to 230039.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
urging the United States Congress to pass
the "Gun Records Restoration and
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Preservation Act," introduced | ast
session by U S. Senator Bob Menendez and
Congr esswonan Barbara Lee, which would
repeal the Tiahrt Amendnents, whose
provi si ons have hanpered efforts to
address gun trafficking by, anong other
t hings, identifying and hol di ng
account abl e irresponsi bl e gun deal ers and
owners.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Counci |
President, | want to comrend you for
offering this resolution, because often
times when we tal k about the issue of gun
vi ol ence, we never get answers to the
guestion where the gun is conming from
So many young people in the City of
Phi | adel phia and all throughout this
nation, particularly in urban
nei ghbor hoods, have access to ill egal
guns.

And so | just want to comend
you for sponsoring this resol ution,
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because this also goes to the heart of
how we address the issue of gun violence,
and that's access to illegal guns.

And with that being said, |
nove for the adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

Thank you, Council man.

M. Decker, 230044.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
condemi ng the Uni on League of
Phi | adel phia for bestow ng its highest
honor, the Gold Metal, upon Florida
Governor Ron DeSanti s.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci | woman Vaughn.

COUNCI LWVOVAN VAUGHN:  Thank
you, M. President. | nove the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Nay.

COUNCI LMAN OH: | oppose it.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Let
the record reflect there's one

19 opposition -- the Chair recogni zes -- did

20 you want to be recogni zed, Council nan

21 O Neill, or did you just want --

22 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Two vot es.

23 COUNCI LMAN O NEILL: |"m good.

24 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

25 Councilman O Neill, did you just want to
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vote? Ckay.

There are two no's. Thank you.

The Chair again recogni zes --
Counci | man Johnson, are you good? Ckay.

The notion carries. Thank you.
Thank you.

M. Decker, 230045.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
urgi ng the Pennsyl vani a General Assenbly
to introduce legislation allowng CGties
and Counties of the First Cass to set
their own m ni num wage | aws.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Councilman Harrity for a

16 not i on.
17 COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Thank you,
18 M. President. | nove for the adoption
19 of the resolution.
20 (Duly seconded.)
21 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
22 been noved and properly seconded.
23 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
24 aye.
25 (Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and the notion carri es.
The resolution is adopted.

M. Decker, 230046.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 3001 Martha Street located in
the 1st Councilmanic D strict.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank vyou,
M. President. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Decker, please read the
title of Bill No. 220918- AA

CH EF CLERK:  An ordi nance
anendi ng Chapter 14-500 of the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Code, entitl ed

"Overlay Zoning Districts,"” by creating a
new subsection, entitled "Cobbs Creek
Gol f Course Overlay District."”

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President and col | eagues. Thank you
for your patience. Thank you for your
under st andi ng. Thank you for putting ne
in touch with the proper organizations to
seek gui dance about environnent al
justice. It is not a perfect thing, but
it is an overall good thing for the
benefit of the comunity.

We are tal king about in
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context -- and for the record, people
have a right to speak, but they don't
have a right to the facts.

There is a golf course in Cobbs
Creek that was abandoned pretty nuch for
15 years. W've had deceased bodies
taken out of there. W've had mssile
silos installed in there. W've had
honel ess encanpnents when peopl e need
pl aces to stay. But none of these
environnental folk were a part of those
di scussions. Freedomto speak but not
freedom of the facts.

Not one dollar of governnent
noney fromthis city is going into the
restoration of that golf course. That's
60 mllion plus that we can count, raised
by people who care about the historic
nature of the first integrated golf
course in the Gty of Philadel phia.

| don't know where these people
were when | first was elected and we
wal ked t hrough t he nei ghbor hoods and
coll ected golf balls, because of the
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br oken fences, that were in people's
wi ndshields and in their hones.
| don't know where these people
were when we went through infestations of
| antern flies, infestation of possunms and
raccoons in the conmmunity adjacent,
Over brook Park, Overbrook, Carroll Park.
But it is inportant to know
that we, in spite of that, are wlling to
continue the dialogue. | |earned a | ot
about environnental justice. Thank you,
col | eagues. Thank you. And |I'm
commtted to making sure that that
process continues in spite of this vote.
But in context, M. President,
we've been doing this for ten years. W
started this under the Nutter
Adm ni strati on, because we realized then
that for all of our collective golf
courses, the Gty of Phil adel phia only
recei ved $15, 000 annually in revenue, had
exceedi ng expenses to keep these public
gol f courses open. And so now we have an
opportunity to get three teans financed
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within, you know, the golf course's area.
ol f teanms, you have a commtnent from
themto do dozens of kids every year that
wll |earn golf course nanagenent, which
| eads to careers, pathways out of
poverty.

So you have to wei gh the good
with the bad, and the good far exceeds
t he bad.

| have brought for you -- and
Council man Squilla was excited to finally
see -- e-mails supporting the golf
course. Many a people in Overbrook Park
can't cone down here. VWhy? Because
they're at work. But |'d like to submt
this as a part of the record to show t hat

18 there is substantial support. And we
19 have had dozens of neetings, and we know
20 what ny district needs. And | respect
21 everybody downstream going to speak to
22 everybody downstream but charity begins
23 at home in the 4th Council manic District,
24 and | would call for the support and
25 passage of this bill, |ooking at the
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greater good for the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, and trust the fact that |
will not stop tal king to environnental
gr oups.

This has two anendnents al ready
because of things we've heard, things
we' ve agreed upon, things we've
considered a part of the |egislation.
That won't stop after today.

So | thank you, Menber Johnson.
| thank you, Menber R chardson. | thank
you, Menber Gauthier, and all nenbers of
Council for asking the tough questions
and nmaking us find the right answers.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci | man.

Counci | man Johnson, did you
w sh to speak?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  No.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

You' re good? Thank you.

This bill having been read on

two different days, the question nowis

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 128
2/ 212023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

2/ 2/ 23 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
shall the bill pass finally.

roll.

Bass.

Br ooks.

Driscoll.

Gaut hi er.

M. Decker, please call the

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l woman

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l woman

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman

COUNCI LWOMAN GAUTHI ER: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman

G I nore Ri chardson.

Harrity.

Johnson.

COUNCI LWOMAN RI CHARDSON:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.
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Lozada.

O Neill.

Phillips.

Squi |l | a.

Thomas.

Vaughn.

d arke.

CH EF CLERK: Council man Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l woman

COUNCI LWOMAN LQZADA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man Oh.
COUNCI LMAN OH  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l woman

COUNCI LWOVMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council President
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Aye.

The ayes are 16; the nays are
zero. A mjority of all nenbers present
voting in the affirmative, the bill
passes. Thank you.

M. Decker, do you have any
addi ti onal resol utions?

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
aut hori zing the Comm ttee on Comerce and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent to hol d hearings
exam ning the COVI D-19 pandenmic's inpacts
on Bl ack- owned busi nesses and the
di sparity in rates of closure, introduced
t oday by Councilwonman G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Councilwoman G | nore

18 Ri char dson.

19 COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank

20 you, Council President. | nove the

el adoption of the resol ution.

22 (Duly seconded.)

23 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's

24 been noved and properly seconded.

25 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
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aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion passes.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah.
Thank you, Council President. | just
wanted to take a nonent to commend ny
col | eague Counci | wonman Kat herine G| nore
Ri chardson for this particular
resolution. | renenber when the pandemc
first hit the Gty of Philadel phia and we
were getting bonbarded by calls from
Bl ack and brown snmall businesses here in
the Gty of Phil adel phia who needed a
|ifeline of support to help their
busi nesses continue to stay afloat. And
even though we're slowy com ng out of
t he pandem c, we need to nake sure that
we do not forget that they still
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conti nuously need support in getting
t heir busi nesses back up and runni ng
based upon the inpact that COVID has had
on their business structure, their
busi ness revenue post the pandem c.

And so | want to thank her for
maki ng sure we continue to stay on top of
this issue, because at the end of the
day, small businesses here in the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a keeps us afloat. W may
think it's the large corporations, but at
end of the day, it's small businesses
that hire the nost anount of enployees in
our econony regionally.

So thank you very nuch for
allowing ne to acknow edge her for her
| aser |ike focus on this particul ar
| ssue.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Councilman. Thank you.

And t hank you, Council woman,
for your great work, continued presence
on the Gty Council of Philadel phia. W
| ook forward to nany nore.
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M. Decker.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
aut hori zing the Commttee on Education to
hol d public hearings on the creation of
the 21st Century School District of
Phi | adel phia's CTE m ddl e and hi gh school
focused on careers in trades and
t echnol ogy, introduced today by
Counci | wman G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Counci | wonman
G | nore Richardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, Council President. | just wanted to
take a nonment to commend you and
Counci | menber Thomas, our Chair of
Council's Comm ttee on Educati on,

Dr. WAtlington, Ryan Boyer fromthe

Phi | adel phi a Buil ding Trades, and
everyone who was involved with the
announcenent that was nmade | ast week at
St rawberry Mansi on H gh School regarding
a programthat wll help nove our young
peopl e i nto good- payi ng,
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fam | y-supporting and sustai ni ng career
opportunities with the trades.

And so this resolution is
really the inpetus to tal k about an idea
that | really want to see cone to
fruition, which is the creation of a 21st
century mddle and high school in the
Cty of Philadelphia that is primarily

10 focused on careers in the trades but al so
11 careers in technol ogy.
12 We know t hat Phil adel phia has a
13 burgeoning life sciences industry. That
14 s not comng but an industry that's here
15 and still comng, and we want to nake
16 sure that our career and techni cal
17 education prograns are realigned froma
18 curricul um standpoi nt so that we can
19 ensure our young people can go directly
20 i nto those career opportunities.
el So | know that we need to
22 create this type of school for our young
23 people that's state-of-the-art so that
24 t hey have additional opportunities,
25 because | | earned as a former teacher
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that not all of our young people wll go
to college, but they should be college or
career ready at graduation, and that's
what we need to continue to do.

So with that, | nove the
adoption of this resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and the notion passes and
that resolution is adopted.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
recogni zi ng February 2023 as Career and
Techni cal Education Month in
Phi | adel phi a, introduced today by
Counci | wman G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
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Chair agai n recogni zes Counci | wonman
G | nore Richardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, Council President. | nove the
adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The resolution is adopted.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
recogni zi ng February 2023 as
Environnmental Justice Month in the Gty
of Phil adel phia, introduced today by
Counci | wman G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council woman G | nore
Ri char dson.
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COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, Council President. | nove the
adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honori ng and congratul ati ng Chanpi on of
t he Week, Anthony Caple of Mercy Career
and Technical H gh School, for his
success in foundi ng, pronoting, and
managi ng his own clothing brand, 5 Star
G othing, introduced today by Council man
Thonmas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
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Chair recogni zes Council man Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOMAS: Thank you,
Council President. | nove for the
adoption of the resolution. And I also
want to take a nonent again to recognize
M. Anthony, who joined us a little late
t oday, because he's our Chanpi on of the
Week for today. So recognize
M. Ant hony.

Move for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honori ng and congratul ati ng educat or
Marvin Dutton, for celebrating his
organi zation Marvin's Education Services'
10-year Anniversary servicing the youth
of Phil adel phia, introduced today by
Counci | mran Thommas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes -- Council man Johnson,
did you want to be recogni zed? Are you
good? Did you want to be recogni zed?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes, sir.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Yeah. The Chair recognizes Council man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
sir.

| just want to also -- | got a
| ot goi ng on today, but it should be duly
noted I want to acknow edge Council man
| sai ah Thomas for taking the tine to
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honor Marvin.

| " ve known Marvin -- probably
he first started his programwas around
the tinme ny son was born back in -- sone
tinme ago. My son is eight now So | net
Marvi n about two years before then, but |
was al ways | npressed, because he took one
of the key issues that we have to address
here in the Gty of Phil adel phia, and
that's nmaking sure our young people are
educated, right?

Education is the passport for
all of us out of poverty. So for himto
create his own tutorial program right,

t hat suppl enents the educati on our young
people are receiving in the Phil adel phi a
public school system and our charter
school systemas well as our private and
parochial systemis a mssion that |
believe is worthy of the honor that he's
recei ving today.

And so | wasn't able to be with
hi m during his ten-year celebration | ast
weekend because | was out of town, but he
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did give ne a call and just asked for ny
support, and | just want to | et himknow
that | will continuously support him as
he noves forward.

W partnered on other
initiatives that he provided services to,
and | just want to hope that all the
people in this body, if you' re | ooking
for a person to partner with in your
district to teach young peopl e around
achi evenent and educati on, achi evenent
with math, then | would ask you to
consi der working with this young nman and
this particular initiative, and just want
to personally publicly acknow edge hi m
and t hank Council man Thomas for bringing
himto this body. And that's one of his,
| guess, part of Team Thomas. So thank
you for your hard work.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci | man.

The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank you,
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Counci | President.

Thank you, Counci | menber
Johnson, for your kind words, as well as
Counci | renber Vaughn for your kind text
nessage and all of ny coll eagues in
Counci | .

| nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
authorizing the Gty Council Commttee on
Education to hold public hearings
exam ning the levels of learning | oss as

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 143
2/ 212023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

2/ 2/ 23 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
wel |l as attendance trends as a result of
t he COVI D-19 Pandem c, and to understand
how t he School District of Phil adel phia
pl ans to address these issues, introduced
t oday by Council man Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci |l man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: I n
conjunction with Menber Thonas, | nove
for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
authorizing the Gty Council Commttee on
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Education to hold public hearings to
exam ne the top perform ng nmagnet school s
i n Phil adel phia, understand their
strengths in relationship to
under perform ng schools, and to devel op
strategies for future success, introduced
t oday by Council man Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  In
partnership with Chai rman Thomas, | nove
for the adopti on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.
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CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
authorizing the Gty Council Commttee on
Education to hold public hearings to
eval uate tracking for post-graduation
pat hways i ncluding college retention
rates, career alternatives, mlitary
opportunities, and the school -to-prison
pi peline, introduced today by Council man
Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Wth
apol ogies to the Chairman for the anount
of work he's going to have to put in for
all of these resolutions, | nove for the
adopti on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
authorizing the Gty Council Commttee on
Education to hold public hearings to
exam ne the progress of the school safe
corridor program to understand its
effect on violence reduction, introduced
t oday by Council man Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: And | nove
for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?
(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
authorizing the Conmttee on
Transportation and Public Utilities to
hol d hearings to exam ne the Phil adel phi a
Wat er Departnent request to increase
wat er, sewer and stormwater rates and
charges and its inpact on the citizens of
Phi | adel phi a, introduced today by
Counci | man Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Council President. | nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honori ng and recogni zi ng the dedi cated
service of Betsy "Ms. Betty" Beaufort,
whose determ ned advocacy --

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: -- whose
det erm ned advocacy on behal f of her
Sout h Phi | adel phia community has
strengt hened her nei ghborhood, as well as
the Gty of Philadel phia, introduced
t oday by Counci | woman Br ooks.

COUNCI LWVOVMAN BROCKS:  Thank
you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Yes.
The Chair recogni zes Counci | woman Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: | nove
for the adoption of this resol ution.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honori ng and cel ebrating the 2023 Sai nt
Patrick's Day Parade, introduced today by
Counci | man Driscoll.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Dri scol .

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Counci |
President, | nove the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.
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Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honoring and cel ebrating the career of
Joseph T. Ashdal e, introduced today by
Counci |l man Driscoll and Council man
O Neill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Council man
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: | nove

20 for the adoption of the resol ution.
21 (Duly seconded.)
22 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
23 been noved and properly seconded.
24 Al in favor indicate by saying
25 aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
recogni zi ng and honoring Clarena |. W
Tol son on the occasion of her retirenent
from public service, introduced today by
Counci l man Squilla and co-introduced by
Counci l man Phillips.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Squi l | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

20 (Duly seconded.)
21 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
22 been noved and properly seconded.
23 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
24 aye.
2° (Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
noti on passes. The resolution is
adopt ed.

The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: | just
wanted to make -- thank you, Council
President. | sinply just wanted to add a
few remar ks about C arena Tol son.

Cl arena Tol son i s soneone t hat
IS near and dear to ny heart. | |ove
Ms. Tolson. She is not only -- she is
known to you as Commi ssioner Tol son, but
for me when ny not her passed away
13 years ago, a friend of m ne naned
Laurena Tol son cane into ny life and
said, | heard that your nom passed away,
and | wanted to invite you to our famly
di nner. At the tine, | did not -- for
Christmas. At the tinme, | did not know
that Ms. Tol son was the Gty
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Commi ssioner for Streets. | just knew
t hat her nother was a great cook and that
she needed soneone -- she wanted to
invite me over to dinner.

Ever since then, Ms. Tol son
and the Tol son fam |y has been there
every step of the way in anything that |
needed. This famly has provided ne
ment orship. They provided ne with
support enotionally and, nost
i nportantly, they provided ne with a | ot
of love, and Ms. Tol son has al ways been
at the hel mof that.

One of the things I'll tell you
about Ms. Tolson is that a | ot of people
don't know in the Gty of Phil adel phia, |
did nmention that she's an excellent cook
for sure, but she's full of |aughter,
full of love, and she's al so a person who
IS just really good with connecting her
friends to opportunities and supporting
themto be excellent individuals.

So | was very happy when
Counci | renber Squilla helped to
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co-introduce this -- asked ne to
co-introduce this particular resol ution,
because | really |love Ms. Tolson, and |
want to thank her for her 40 years of
service to the Gty of Philadel phia under
six different mayors.

As the Streets Conm ssioner,
she was one of the nobst innovative people
ever. She helped us really energize our
recycling program And one of the
stories that her husband said, and |'I|
stop here, her husband made nention of
the fact that -- and the blizzard of 1996
occurred and there was six nen that cane
to their door to literally shovel her
out, and when they shovel ed her out, she
said, I'll be back, and she never cane
back many -- until days later. That
shows her dedication to the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

So | just want to say |'mj ust
so happy that we're honoring her for all
of the service that she's done to the
Gty.
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Thank you.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Council man.

The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man

Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | join ny
col | eague, Menber Phillips, in
recogni zing Ms. Tol son, Conmm ssi oner
Tol son. She's a 4th District resident,
but as Streets Conm ssioner when | first
got elected, we kind of wanted to take a
deeper dive into departnents and | nade
t he m stake of challenging her that |
could throw nore trash than she coul d.
Well, after one block of throw ng trash,
it was over, and she kept going and kept
goi ng and was an amazi ng | eader of that
depart nment.

| further renmenber as an
el ected official a great snowstorm |
can't renenber what year it was, but
Wnnefield --

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON: ' 96.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: '96? Well,
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this is after I was elected. So this one
| renmenber because | was getting so nmany
calls. | was overwhel ned, President
Clarke, with calls about small streets
and we couldn't get people out, and it
was so bad that the EMS people had to
t ake people out on sleds, and |I'Il never
forget her sending the troops, the plows
t hrough Wnnefield, and | just
couldn't -- | recorded it. | still have
it. And people were clapping just to see
that kind of basic Cty service that for
40 years she provi ded.

And so she went on to the
Par ki ng Aut hority, but, you know, | hope
that the next Mayor wll be smart enough
to bring her back sonehow, sone way as a
consul tant, because when it cones to
basi c services, she knows her stuff.

So thank you, Menber Philli ps,
for recognizing her.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Council man.

The Chair recognizes
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Counci | wman G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, Council President. | too wanted to
t hank our col | eagues Counci | nenber
Squilla and Council nenber Phillips for
recogni zi ng G arena Tol son on the
occasi on of her retirenent.

| too wanted to give her kudos,
and on the occasion of the 175th
anni versary of the Phil adel phia H gh
School for Grls, | just wanted to
nention that she toois a Grls' High
graduate, our 222nd graduating cl ass of
t he Phil adel phia H gh School for Grls,
ny nei ghbor in the 4th Council D strict,
and a trenendous public servant who
really enbodies the intangible spirit of
t he Phil adel phia H gh School for Grls.

So kudos and congratul ations to
Cl arena Tol son.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci |l wonan.
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
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Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Council President. | also too rise to
acknow edge the dedication, the public
service, and the work of Ms. O arena
Tol son as we honor her today.

Most people may or may not know
that she hails from South Phil adel phi a.
Her dad was the forner State
Representative of the Ceda (ph) H Il of
the 186th Legislative District by the
name of State Representative Ed W ggins.
He was al so the protege of the l|ate
Congressnman Bill Barrett, who was the
power house i n South Phil adel phi a.
Cl arena Tol son is his daughter.

So she cones froma long |line
of public servants and has al ways
remai ned conmtted to i nproving the
quality of life of not only all
Phi | adel phi ans but also her late -- also
her honme nei ghbor hood of Sout h
Phi | adel phia, still being a nmenber of
Uni on Bapti st Church at 19th and
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Fitzwater.

So when | saw the introduction,
| said it's only very fitting to
acknow edge her, but also the very
heartfelt words that Councilman Phillips
shared regarding his relationship, that's
Cl arena Tol son. That's al ways been her
character and how she carried herself.

And so with that being said, |
wanted to add nmy words of support as
she's bei ng acknow edged on this day.

Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Council man.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Thank you,
M. President. | was here when C arena
Tol son started, and |I'm proud to say |
was because |I'mw tness to how she
started. She started in a new position
hel ping Gty Council nenbers with
constituent services. |'mnot even sure
the position exists anynore. But she
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| ooked | i ke she was in high school when
she start ed.

She would be in ny office and
" msure ny col |l eagues' offices, but |
know in mne, at |east once a week. And
now | understand the | evel of service,
public service, she had in her DNA, which
| wasn't aware of it.

But when you say sonebody
started at the bottom and worked her way
up and becane the top dog in the
departnment, she was that. She started at
the |l owest | evel and rose to the highest
|l evel, and it's deserving. And while her
hair may be a little grayer, she | ooks
| i ke she did when she started in the
early ' 80s.

And she's al ways happy t oo,
whi ch has been nentioned. Never seen
Cl arena upset, no matter what you were --
not yelling but trying to get done. She
al ways just knew what she was doing. And
now that | know her background, it
expl ai ns why soneone was so nature in the
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area of public service at such a young
age and continued to grow.

But |'"'mglad | got to nention
that. |I'mglad | got to know her from
t he begi nni ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci | man.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. | just wanted to echo the
sentinents of ny coll eagues. O arena
Tol son was soneone that | knew in many
different capacities, you know, whether
It's Revenue or Streets or the PPA or,
you know, any of the different
departnments in which she worked in. She
just had a real spirit of excellence.

And so | just wanted to join
the chorus of ny coll eagues and sal ute
her as soneone who was al ways wanting to
be hel pful to each and every one of us,
no matter what departnent you're in, who
you represent. Clarena was a real
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trooper, and it's going to be a real |oss
| think to the Cty of Philadel phia that
she retires. Hopefully she won't go far
and we'll be able to call on her for her
experti se.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci |l wonan.

| actually forgot. M. Decker,
did we call for -- we did already? Thank
you.

Thank you all.

Do you have any additi onal
resol uti ons?

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
recogni zi ng February 2023 as Anerican
Heart Month and honoring the Anmerican
Heart Associ ati on of Phil adel phia for
their work in providing health resources
i n Phi | adel phi a, enphasi zing the
| nportance of heart health, and
encouraging a healthy lifestyle,
| ntroduced today by Council wonan Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
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Chair recogni zes Counci | wonman Bass.

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. | do want to recognize
that we did have representatives fromthe
American Heart Association here, but they
had to | eave for their conference. So we
want to shout them out and recogni ze that
t hey had been here earlier.

You know, | nove for the
adoption of the resolution, this very
| nportant resolution. Thank you.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion passes. The
resol ution i s adopted.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
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recogni zi ng, honoring, and cel ebrating
| mhotep Institute Charter H gh School on
its 25th Birthday, introduced today by
Counci | wonman Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Counci | wonan Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al'l in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and the resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
recogni zi ng and honoring Rodney Little
for his exenplary and outstandi ng service
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as a dedi cated public servant, police
officer, union |leader and mlitary
veteran, introduced today by Council man
Oh.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Oh.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you. |
nove for the adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and the resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her resol utions on the Final Passage
Cal endar, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you very nuch.

W wll now -- that concl udes
our Cal endar for today, and we wll have
our speeches on behalf of the nenbers.

Speeches on behalf of the
mnority?

The Chair recognizes
Counci | wonman Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Thank
you, Council President and Counci |
coll eagues. | want to take a nonent to
lift up the resolution that | passed
t oday honoring Betsy "Ms. Betty"

Beauf ort, who many of you know for her
years of dedication and service in her
Sout h Phi | adel phia community.

As we enter Black Hi story
Month, this is the first in ny series of
resol utions honoring Black wonen for
their essential contributions to our
city.

| knew Ms. Betty well and |'ve
seen her strength as an organi zer
firsthand. She and I organi zed toget her
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I n support of public education, against
predatory devel opnent, and |'ve al ways
been in awe of her integrity. And |
t hought it was inportant, | think ny
col | eague Counci | renber Johnson
mentioned, to give people their flowers
while they're living, and too often as
Bl ack wonen, we're not honored until the
end. So | thought it was inportant that
we honor fol ks who paved the way for ny
advocacy and ny organi zi ng.

She taught ne so nuch when |
just started out as a young organi zer.

It was the three am gos, Ms. Betty, M.
Wlm, and Ms. Maria. She was here too.
Ch, she had to leave. And | just want to
make sure that | honored t hem now.

Ms. Betty has been an integral
menber of several nei ghborhood-based
canpai gns, including the Coalition to
Save Libraries in 2008 and 2009, the
Coalition to Abolish the Undenocratic
School Reform Comm ssion, the group of
Poi nt Breeze nei ghbors that organi zed an
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attenpt to prevent the sale of Smth
El enentary School to be turned into
| uxury apartnents.

Ms. Betty has never been afraid
to stand up to powerful interests,
whet her it be fighting agai nst
mul ti-national corporations attenpting to
interfere in our nei ghborhood or a | ocal
devel oper threatened retaliatory neasures
when Ms. Betty joined the |awsuit agai nst
t hem

Ms. Betty's passion and
devotion is in every canpai gn she's
wor ked on. Her work in the Coalition to
Save Libraries led to being nanmed the
Presi dent of the Friends of Queen

18 Menorial Library in Point Breeze in 20009,

19 which is the position she continues to

20 hol d t oday.

21 And at the tinme when our young

22 peopl e need i nvestnent and support and

23 robust programr ng nore than ever,

24 Ms. Betty's passion for education,

25 comruni ty advocacy, libraries rem nds us
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all that we need funds for these Cty
servi ces.

And | know there are nany
people in the Council Chanbers today who
showed up to celebrate Ms. Betty, sone
have | eft, because of her work that she
has been doing for years and for others.
Her courage is an inspiration to people
who believe in doing what's right, and
|"mso proud to honor her with this
resol uti on today.

Thank you so nuch, Council
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

18 ( Appl ause.)

19 - - -

20 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

21 Thank you, Council Lady.

22 The Chair recognizes

23 Counci | woman Vaughn.

24 COUNCI LWOMAN VAUGHN:  Thank

25 you, M. President. | wanted to take a
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few nonents to speak on the recent
headl i nes that have refuel ed national
di al ogue about police reform and
corruption wthin | aw enforcenent.

As |'m sure many of us were, |
was sickened and horrified by the footage
rel eased | ast week of Tyre Ni chol s’
arrest and savage treatnent at the hands
of the nenbers of the Menphis Police
Departnent. My i medi ate thoughts were
what if it was ny son, what about ny
inability to protect himif, God forbid,
sonething like this were to happen to him
in DC, especially with himbeing so far
away from anyone else in his famly
and/ or vill age.

My subsequent thoughts were of
t he heartache that too nmany Bl ack not hers
have been forced to endure because of
cowards and nonsters who hi de behind
badges as well as an oath to serve and
protect our communities. This is what
creates the mstrust that runs so deep
within the Black and brown conmmuniti es,
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and it is what |leads ne to the recent
news of the Philadel phia Police
Departnent's 22nd District captain,
Nashid Akil, who's accused of paying
hinmself wth an anti-viol ence grant neant
for a youth boxing programcalled Guns
Down, G oves Up that he started.

He, like the fornmer Menphis
police officers, betrayed our trust of
their comunities. Maybe not the sane
way, but it's betrayal nonethel ess, and
Captain Akil should be term nated for his
actions.

Behavior |like this nust have
consequences. Behavior like this is
exactly why so nmany people, particularly
our youth, struggle to have faith in
those who claimto stand for justice and
reform

Behavior like this is what
over shadows the good, honest deeds of the
| aw enforcenent officers who really do
care and have the best interest of all
our citizens at heart.
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Thi s body has done sone
out st andi ng work around police reform
Consider the fact that the traffic stop
that led to Tyre's death m ght not have
happened in the first place if he were
driving here in Phil adel phia, thanks to
Counci l man Thomas's driving equality
bills. And through Council nenber Jones's
hard work, the establishnment of our brand
new Citizens Police Oversight Conm ssion
gi ves us hope that we can build a just
systembuilt on community trust. And we
can't build that trust unless we can hold
pol i ce account abl e when people in their
custody are injured and kill ed.

W nust and will always denand

18 better for those who we rely on to
19 protect us.
20 Thank you, Council President.
21 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
22 Thank you, Counci | woman.
23 oo -
24 ( Appl ause.)
25 - - -
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Councilman Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Hel | o,
Council President. | just wanted to
t hank nmy co-sponsor, Mke Driscoll, and
all of ny Council colleagues for voting
on ny first resolution today to raise --
calling on the Legislature to raise the
m ni mum wage.

| firmy believe that this is a
human right, and people shoul d be
entitled to a living wage, sonething they
can raise their famly on. And | am so
happy that everybody voted for this
resol uti on today.

But | also am saddened, because
yesterday, and it's an everyday
occurrence in ny nei ghborhood, we had
anot her victimof gun violence. A
48-year-old man was shot at the
Mar ket - Frankford Al l egheny El stop. He
was shot in his back, you know. It's
just sensel ess violence. And | would be
doing us a disservice if |I didn't al so
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ask for the Legislature to nan up. And
if they don't want to do it, then give us
the right to enact our own gun
| egi slation also here in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

Enough i s enough. Sonebody has
to make a stand. And | can tell you if
they don't have the guts to do it, | know
this body does. So just pass the buck
and we'll take it.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci | man.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: |
just saw a group of young people com ng
in. |'d like to recognize them but | do
not know who they are. Can you quickly
just, whoever brought themin, could you
just -- sir?

M5. JULIEE H . |'m Sarah
Julie and I'm from Parkway Nort hwest.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: You
all are from where now?

M5. JULIE: Parkway Northwest.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Par kway. Al of you?

M5, JULIE: Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you all so nmuch for comng in. W
appreciate it.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Awesone. Unfortunately, we're getting
ready to close out for the day. So next
time cone a little earlier so you can see
us in action. W appreciate you being
here, though.

Real quick, I'msorry -- the
Chair recogni zes Counci | woman Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: | j ust
wanted to recogni ze that they are from
the 8th Council District as well.
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( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Wl cone.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

G eat 8.

Thank you all again. Next tine
just cone -- we really would like you to
see what we do here. It's inportant. W

appreci ate you all being here.

Before we close out, | just
want to nmake an announcenent. The Philly
Street Light |nprovenent Project is on
Thur sday, February 2nd in the Caucus Room
| mredi ately follow ng our Council
session, and lunch will be provided.
That's always a good thing. The
Phi | adel phia Energy Authority, the
Streets Departnent, the Ofice of
Sustainability, and the project's |ead
vendor, Anmeresco, wll provide detail ed
proj ect updates, how stakehol der
engagenent is being incorporated in
citywde |ighting design, an update on
project costs and bond issuance, and the
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tineline, which is very inportant, for
i nstallation and data-driven process for
prioritizing nei ghborhoods with the
greatest |ighting needs.

| see Em |y Schapira over there
fromour Energy Authority.

So, folks, it's real inportant.
| know we were out in the street
yest erday and people were tal ki ng about
being able to light the streets up is a
significant issue as it relates to public
saf ety.

So that's avail able for nenbers
and staff immediately follow ng the
Counci | sessi on.

And with that, the Chair
recogni zes Councilman Squilla for a
notion to adjourn.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove that Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday, February 9th,
2023 at 10: 00 a. m

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you. [It's been noved and properly
seconded that Council stand adjourned
until Thursday, February 9th, 2023, 10:00
a. m

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
notion carries.

Thank you all very nuch.

(St ated Meeting adjourned at
1:05 p.m)
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