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COUNCI LMAN JONES: Good
norni ng, everyone. And sorry for
the delay. W had sone technical
I ssues getting online, but thank you
for your patience.

This is a public hearing of
the Commttee on Public Safety
regarding Bill No. 220654. And
before we call the neeting to order,
| want to recogni ze Samant ha
Wl lianms, Esquire, for an inportant
announcenent .

THE CLERK: Thank you,

M. Chairman. | understand that
state law currently requires that

t he foll ow ng announcenent be made
at the begi nning of every renote
public hearing as follows: Due to
the current public health energency,
City Council Commttees are
currently neeting renotely. W are
using Mcrosoft Teans to make these
renot e hearings possible.

| nstructions for how t he
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public may view and offer public
testinony at public hearings of
Council Commttees are included in
the public hearing notices that are
published in the Daily News,

| nqui rer and Legal Intelligencer
prior to the hearings and can al so
be found on PHLCouncil.com

Everyone who has been
invited to the neeting to testify
shoul d be aware that this neeting is
bei ng recorded. Because the hearing
IS public, participants and viewers
have no reasonabl e expectati on of
privacy. By continuing to be in
this neeting, you are consenting to
bei ng recorded.

Additionally, prior to
Counci | man Jones recogni zi ng for
Menbers for questions or conments
t hey have for witnesses, | wll note
at this tinme that we will use the
chat feature available in Mcrosoft
Teans to allow Menbers to signify

that they wish to be recognized. In
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order to conply with the Sunshi ne
Act, this chat feature nust only be
used for this purpose. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, Ms. WIIians.

And we w Il now call the
roll. And will Menbers in
attendance state your nanme and say a
few words so that the canera can
capture your |ikeness.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Present. Hi, M. Chair. Hello,
Ms. WIIlians.

THE CLERK: Hi .
Counci | mrenber Gym

COUNCI LMVOVAN GYM | am
present.

THE CLERK: Thank you,
Counci | menber .

Counci | renber Thonsas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Good
afternoon, M. Chair. Good

afternoon, coll eagues. |'m present.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: Good
af t er noon.

THE CLERK: And Chair man
Jones is present. And we are al so
j oi ned by Council nenber Kat heri ne
G I nore R chardson.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you so very much. And before we get
started, |1'd like to hear fromthe
author of this bill to coment on
Its features.

COUNCI LWVOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so much, M. Chair. And thank you,
col I eagues, for your availability
for this hearing today regarding
updates to the curfew bill.

As you all know earlier
this year, actually in the spring,
there was an update to the curfew
bill that was supposed to be just
for the summer nonths and the bil
woul d actual ly sunset Septenber 29th
of this year. Based on data and

i nfformati on that we have received
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internally fromour partners in the
Adm ni stration relative to not only
the inplementation of this
| egi sl ati on but al so how many curfew
cases we were seeing all across the
City as well as unfortunately all of
the crimnal incidents that involved
young peopl e under the age of 18, we
have decided to renove the sunset
provision fromthis |egislation.
Meaning, that this bill would be in
effect noving forward at the tines
that are stipul ated, which would be
the 13 and under, 9:30. And then
for the 14 through 17-year-olds,
10: 00 p. m

W wanted to ensure that we
addressed sone additional concerns
relative to the anendnents that were
circulated fromthe Law Departnent,
recogni zing that there are four
exceptions to the ordinance. One is
If the mnor is acconpanied by the
parent. The other is if they're

doing an errand or legitimte
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busi ness. If there's been directed
by a parent if they're engaged in
enpl oynent, and that was one that we
recei ved a nunber of questions
about, or if they are on active duty
in the mlitary.

In addition to that, the
Law Departnent's opinion is that we
needed to add additional exceptions
to ensure that this |Iaw woul d be
able to stand up in court, if
necessary. And so, those provisions
woul d be if the young person is in a
vehicle that's involved in
interstate travel, if they're
I nvol ved with dealing with an
energency, if they were on the
si dewal k that abuts the mnor's hone
or the next door neighbor's
resi dence and if the nei ghbor has
not conplained to the police. Now,
Il wll say that we've even seen a
case like that earlier this sumrer.
And then an attendant at an offici al

school or religious activity or
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exercising that person in their
rights. And further recommendation
of the Law Departnent, we are

I ncor porating those anendnents to
ensure that we have a strong bil
that will stand up in court.

We all recognize that we
are in a state of emergency with our
young people and we are utilizing
just another tool in our tool box to
seek to hel p our young people in
addition to the further expansion of
the Community Eveni ng Resource
Centers, which I'msure we'll be
able to talk about briefly during
this hearing today, but we are
sinmply seeking to do all that we can
for our young peopl e.

And |'ve coined the term
and really recogni ze what we are
dealing with, and | call it the
Corbett-cut COVID kids. Those are
t he young people that we are dealing
with, the Corbett-cut COVID kids.

These are the young people who 10
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years ago were little babies when
there was a divestnent in education
here in the Commonweal t h of

Pennsyl vani a and deci mat ed a nunber
of our prograns that provided

wr apar ound servi ces and academ c
enrichment. And this is the
environnent that these young people
have grown up in.

In addition to that, you
| ayer on two years of |earning |oss.
You | ayer on two years of a pandemc
unl i ke anything that we've all ever
seen in a lifetine, and you have a
conundrum of activity that you can
never anticipate and/ or expect.

And so, while | recognize
as a parent that parents, we have to
do our part, and |I'm asking all
parents to do their part, we al so
froma governnent and comunity
perspective nust continue to utilize
every tool in our toolbox to seek
and hel p and support our young

people. So while we are working on
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ensuring that we have a robust
curfewin place, we are al so working
to expand the Conmunity Eveni ng
Resource Center nodel across the
City of Philadel phia so that we have
an opportunity to provide young
people wth safe spaces across our
City. And ny goal is to have one in
every police division so that we can
have opportunity for every young
person in every area.

And one thing | wanted to
say lastly, M. Chair, for the
record on this issue because | know
t hat suddenly there has been intense
I nterest around the Community
Eveni ng Resource Centers,
particularly fromthe nedia here in
Phi | adel phia, and | want to address
t hat head-on at this tine.

And what | wll say is that
"' m not going to apol ogize for
seeking to do all that | can to help
our young people. And whether they

go to the center voluntarily or
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i nvoluntarily, the point is that we
have servi ced 500 young people in

t he Community Eveni ng Resource
Centers, the two that are open
currently, and I know that we'll
continue to service nore.

So whet her they go
voluntarily or involuntarily, they
are now in a safe space and have
access to resources while they are
at that center. So | don't knowif
anyone is | ooking for an apol ogy
fromne, but you won't find one
because |I''m not going to apol ogi ze
for seeking to expand the Comrunity
Eveni ng Resource Center nodel and
seek to provide safe spaces for
t hem

So, col |l eagues, today we
have circul ated the amendnents in
advance. | have called each of you
and | ask for your support of this
| egi slation so that we can conti nue
to do all that we can for our young

peopl e.
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And finally, ny thoughts
and prayers are with the famlies of
t he young peopl e who were inpacted
by gun vi ol ence | ast night,
particularly the famly of the
13-year-ol d young person up in the
Nort hwest section of Phil adel phi a.
That is nothing that any famly
shoul d be going through in our Cty,
and we will continue to do all that
we can to hel p.

So I thank you, M. Chair,
and | thank you col | eagues for your
support, and |I'mlooking forward to
thi s hearing.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Menber
Ri chardson, | just want to thank you
for your thoughtful ness and advocacy
on behal f of our young people. It
does not fall idle on ne that we
just toured the Juvenile Justice
Center today. And what we are
di scovering, Menber Gym and Menber
Gaut hi er were in attendance, that

they're getting younger. The
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youngest person in that center was
10 years old. And | say that with
enphasis, that they're getting in

nore serious trouble at a younger

age.

And whenever | | ook at the
news, | always say, well, when did
this shooti ng happen and why were
they out that |late and could we have
done them a service by assuring that
t hey should be in the house. So
t hank you and kudos for your work on
this issue.

Are there any ot her nenbers
of this Commttee who would like to
make comrent ?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Seei ng
none, Ms. WIlIlians, can you read the
title to Bill No. 220654.

THE CLERK: Yes. Bill No.
220654, an ordi nance anendi ng
Chapter 10-300, entitled "Mnors,"
to revise the evening curfew hours,

all under certain terns and
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condi ti ons.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you. Can you now read the first
group of witnesses to testify.

THE CLERK: Sure. Panel
No. 1 is Gary D. WIllians, Deputy
Comm ssi oner of the Departnent of
Human Servi ces and Joel Dales,
Deputy Commi ssioner of the
Phi | adel phia Police Departnent, who
I s avail abl e for questions.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you both. Please unnute your mcs
and begi n your testinony.

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER
WLLI AMS: CGood afternoon

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Good
af t ernoon.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER
WLLIAMS: Good afternoon, City
Counci | menbers G I nore Ri chardson
Driscoll, Jones, Bass, Squilla and
menbers of the City Counci
Committee on Public Safety. Again,

ny nane is Gary Wllianms and I'mthe
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Deputy Comm ssioner for Juvenile
Justice Services here at DHS.

Today we' ve been asked to
provide testinony in response to
Bill No. 220654, a bill introduced
by Council menber G | nore Ri chardson
that ains to anend Phil adel phia's
m nor curfew law. As you know,
during the past several years the
Phi | adel phi a Departnent of Human
Services has greatly increased and
expanded our use of diversionary
prograns and services with the goal
of preventing entry or further
I nvol verent with the child welfare
and/ or delinquent systens.

As part of this strategy,
we are focused on providing safe
spaces and activities for young
people in our City. One exanple of
this type of positive youth
programm ng are the Community
Eveni ng Resource Centers.
Currently, we have two community-

based centers that are located in
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t he South and Sout hwest sections of
Phi | adel phi a.

The centers are established
in collaboration with Gty Council
speci fically chanpi oned by
Counci | menber G | nore Ri chardson.
The staff at the centers provide
safe environnents and
devel opnental | y appropriate
programm ng to youth ages 10 to 17.
The goal is for the staff to connect
Wi th youth to pronote positive
devel opnent with enphasis on famly
engagenent, conflict resolution,

vi ol ence prevention, nentoring,
coachi ng and ot her service |inkages.
The centers are open from7:00 p. m
to 2:00 a. m

To engage youth, the
provi ders who operate the centers
pronote their prograns and services
to surroundi ng nei ghborhoods and
invite youth to participate. The
centers are also available to

recei ve youth who have cone to the
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attention of the Phil adel phi a

Depart nent -- excuse ne,

Phi | adel phia Police Departnent after
a curfew violation.

Staff work with youth who
violated curfew to safely bring them
honme and address their needs.

Di versified Community Services
operates the South-based site at the
Di xon House. The weekly schedul e at
Di xon House is full of activities
such as honewor k support, yoga

cl asses, sports, cooking

i nstructions and novie nights. They
al so have a gymon site for youth
engaged in sport activities. This
July the D xon House site organi zed
a community and fam |y engagenent
bar becue event.

Communi ty of Conpassion
operates the Sout hwest site. There
you w Il find youth engaged in drone
progranmm ng, financial literacy
cl asses, peer nediation. Each

Wednesday youth participate in Cops,
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Ki ds and Caneras, which is a program
in partnership with the Police
Departnment Police to connect youth
wi t h phot ography skills.

Youth can al so becone drone
cadets when they participate in this
uni qgue drone education program
whi ch is designed to produce safe
and responsi ble drone pilots. This
site also partnered with Children's
Hospi tal of Phil adel phia for sone
back-t o-school events, including a
maj or bookbag gi veaway.

At DHS, we believe in a
communi ty- based approach to
prevention. Qur goal is to build
trust wwth the youth and fam|lies of
our community. The centers
acconplish this by creating a safe
pl ace for youth and their famli es.
Si nce January of 2022, the centers
have served nore than 568 yout h.
Thi s nunber includes both youth who
may have cone to the center

voluntarily or by way of the
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Phi | adel phia Police Departnent.

DHS is delighted to
announce that with the support of
Council two new centers are
projected to open by the end of
Oct ober 2022. These centers w il be
in the Central and Northwest
sections of the Gty. The Institute
for the Devel opnent of African
American Youth, Inc. will serve
youth in the Central section of
Phi | adel phia and the Juvenile
Justice Center of Philadel phia wll
serve youth in the Northwest
section.

Thank you for this
opportunity to testify and for your
support towards buil ding and grow ng
safe spaces and activities for the
youth of our City. That concl udes
nmy testinony. | invite your
questions if you have any. Thank
you so much.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank

you for your testinony. Just
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briefly, | had the opportunity to go
to Pittsburgh sone years ago and
they have a rendition of these types
of centers that they've evolved to
transportation. They get kids from
one at-risk nei ghborhood, transport
t hem out of that nei ghborhood and
back after the afterschool
activities safely, and they have
attri buted the operations of those
centers to the reduction of crine
wi thin that youth denographic.

| knowit's early, but are
you seeing any inpact and results as
it relates to this investnent?

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER
WLLIAMS: Thank you for that
question, Council nmenber Jones. CQur
Per f ormance Managenent and
Technol ogy Division at DHS has
wor ked with the CERC | eadership, JJS
| eadership here. They've created a
very conprehensive eval uati on tool.

| wll say that we don't

have a report as of yet. But we are
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In position to actually provide that
in the very near future. The
eval uation is actually on six
|l evels. |t includes review ng
client file, it includes review ng
reporting requirenents, the CERCs
have a requirenment to report certain
i nformation on a nonthly basis.

It's an adm nistrative
requi renment review. |t also
I ncl udes agency-level quality
I ndi cators, which basically assesses
the quality of the assessnents that
are being done on each site as well
as the programm ng, and there's al so
a community and a famly-I| evel
guality indicator section where we
are assessing the | evel of
engagenent not only with the
famlies involved, but also the
general community. And then nost
I nportantly, there's a youth voice
el ement where young people are being
Interviewed so we el evate their

voices to get a sense of how they're
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experiencing the CERC centers and
what, if anything, that we need to
do to adjust. W should have
sonething in terns of sonme outcone
data in the very, very near future.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you so nuch.

Menber Ri chardson, do you
want to get any questions on the
record?

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Sure. OCh, |I'msorry.

| put questions at the end of the

panel. So after we hear from
DC Dales, then I'lIl have a few
questions. But | just wanted to

t hank Deputy Conm ssioner WIIlians
and the teamat DHS for all of the
work that you all have been able to
do getting the centers up and
runni ng and getting through the RFP
process.

| did want to hear for the
record the nunber of young people

who have visited each of the
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centers?

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER
WLLIAMS: Yes. | actually have an
aggregate nunber, and that nunber is
568. It's over actually that
nunber, but that is the nunber that
| have in ternms of the | ast
i nformation that cane out of our
PMI. It's well over that. | just
don't have that information
publ i shed at this point.

| wll say this,
Counci | menber G | nore Richardson,
when you | ook at the summer, we just
got out of the summer nonths, My,
June, July, August, there is an
array of programm ng that is
happeni ng at each center. So when
you tally on a nonthly basis,
there's anywhere from 70 to 80
wor kshops that children are
participating in.

On average, we are seeing
250 participants a nonth that

actually fill those seats within
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t hose workshops, and that's on
average. That's conbined just with
only two CERC centers. And as you
all know, and we referenced this
earlier with the tragic nmurder of a
13-year-old in Northwest and that
happened around the 7 o'clock hour,
and again, ny condol ences to that
famly, the centers operate from
7:00 to 9 o'clock in terns of
programm ng. They are there until
2:00 a.m

Upon actual ly participating
i n a workshop, those young peopl e
are safely driven honme or we nake
sure that children are actually
getting hone safely. And so, we
know that that period of tinme is
very, very dangerous in our Cty.
We're giving places of safety and
security for young people to cone to
be exposed to progranm ng.

And | believe even sone of
our Gty Councilnmenbers raised the

guesti on nont hs ago, what are we
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doing in the evening. And so, this
I s a seven-day-a-week operation
where we engage young peopl e during
that nost critical tinme. So nore
information in terns of nunbers wll
be provided to Council.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so much.

Thank you, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, Menber R chardson.

Deputy Conmm ssi oner Dal es.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER DALES:
Afternoon, sir. How are you? Good

to see you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  |'m
good.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER DALES:
|'"mavailable for QQA. | don't have

testinony today. They nentioned
"Il be here with Q%A only. But
what ever you have to ask ne, I'Il be
ready to answer.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Are
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t here any questions fromthe
Conmi ttee?
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER. Hi
M. Chair. | have a question.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you. Pl ease begin your questions.
COUNCI LWVOVAN GAUTHIER: 1" m
i nterested in know ng about the
young people that we're picking up,
particularly the young people who
are not comng voluntarily who we're
pi cking up and bringing to the
Community Eveni ng Resource Centers.
One, what portion of the
560 or so youth do they total? And
second, what do we know about those
young peopl e, about their famly
situation, about whether they're
I nvolved in the justice system
al ready or have been, about whet her
they' re com ng through the systemin
ot her ways, what kind of infornmation
are we tracking about those young
people in particul ar?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:
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Comm ssi oner Dal es.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER DALES:
| believe that will be an answer for
Deputy Comm ssioner WIllianms. You
woul d know the status in reference
to who i s being dropped off at the
centers.

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER
WLLIAMS: Yeah. So I'll say that
the majority, the majority of our
young people who we're serving are
com ng by way of comrunity outreach.
And so, there's a smaller nunber
that are com ng by way of curfew
vi ol ati on.

"Il also say that the age
group that we're seeing the nost --
we actually service 10 to 17. The
age group we're actually seeing the
nost, probably the top tier is 12 to
14, and then a cl ose second 14 to
17. The young peopl e represent
t hose particular comunities. And
when we | ook at the race and

ethnicity, we're |l ooking at African
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Ameri can young peopl e.

| think we're off to a
great start. This still is the
first year. W' re seeing sone
tremendous progress with only two.
As Counci |l woman G I nore R chardson
i ndi cated, with the two new CERCs
comng at the end of Cctober, we'll
have four of the police regions
covered. And so, we're off to a
great begi nni ng.

Again, 1'll just rem nd
folks we're not in the enforcenent
busi ness. So when they conme to us,
whet her they're comng from curfew
violation or voluntarily, we're
providing a |l evel of positive youth
devel opnent. [|'Il also say out of
the 568, 300 actually are young
peopl e who continue to cone back.
So it's one thing to engage them
It's another thing to keep their
attention.

COUNCI LMVOVAN GAUTHIER: 1" m

not suggesting that we enact
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enforcenent. | guess, |'mnore
guestioning it behooves us to have
I nformati on about the young people
that we're picking up and ki nd of
taking to the Eveni ng Resource
Centers. Wat do we know about them
that mght help themnot to stay on
the wong path, assum ng they're on
the wong path? Do we track
anyt hi ng about those young peopl e?
Do we know i f we've picked up those
young people nore than one tine or
I f they've gotten into trouble down
the line after we've picked them up
and took themto the Evening
Resource Center? |'mjust wondering
about the information that we're
gathering, if any, about the young
people we're taking to the centers.
DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER
WLLIAMS: So | will say that the
young people who we are picking up
when they cone voluntarily, they
tend to cone back. Wen they cone

i nvoluntarily, they tend not to,
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which is a snaller percentage. Sone
of the data that we are collecting

I ncl udes, and |I'm | ooking at a
report here, includes gender, so

we' re | ooking at nore nal es than
femal es.

In ternms of specifically
answering your question, we're not
determ ning or we can't concl ude
t hat young people that we are
actually serving are actively
i nvolved in DHS or the juvenile
justice system That is an area
that we have to take a closer |oo0k
at .

We do track whet her or not
young peopl e cone back to the
centers. And right nowit's a
pretty high percentage of young
fol ks that are being re-engaged. By
way of community outreach, nore or
| ess these young peopl e
predom nantly are self-referrals or
as a result of community outreach

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
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Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you.

Are there any ot her
guestions for this panel?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Seei ng
none, Ms. WIlians, who is the next
group to testify?

THE CLERK: Qur next and
final witness is Bilal Qayyum

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

M. Qayyum good afternoon.

MR QAYYUM Good
afternoon. Can you hear ne?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes.
Bef ore you start your testinony, |
want to thank you for what you're
doi ng down at that Juvenile Justice
Center. It is appreciated by the
staff there, it is appreciated by
the juvenile there, and it's
appreciated by us. So thank you.

MR QAYYUM Thank you,

Counci |, Chai rnan Jones,
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Counci | wonmen Ri chardson, Gaut hi er

and | think Gymwho is still on, and

Counci | man Thonmas. My testinony's
going to be kind of short. One,
do support fully Bill No. 220654,
but | also want to nake a comment
that | want the Council folks to
seriously consider. It will be a
controversial subject that |'m
getting ready to propose.

Li stening to the previous
testinony from Deputy Conm ssi oner
Dal es and Deputy Conmi ssi oner
WIllianms, I'ma strong believer in
responsibility. | think one of the
things that is really hitting the
Cty now, | say over and over again
as people hear ne tal k about
reduci ng violence and | have said
nunmerous tinmes to even the news
media, until the Black community
takes responsibility for the
vi ol ence taking place in our Gty
and taking ownership |i ke we have

done in the past, and when we have
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taken ownership in the past, we have
had great results.

An exanpl e, Counci | man
Jones, you know very well when | was
wor ki ng at the House of Unpja, the
reason why we reduced gang deaths to
Ointhe late '70s is because we
took responsibility. W went out in
the streets, we organized and we did
everything we were supposed to do as
a conmunity. W went about it, the
Mayor, the police, so |'m pronoting
that again, that responsibility.

And | really believe that
the centers are working good from
all the statistics | heard during
this hearing, but | really believe
t hat when police officers pick up
young nal es after the curfew hour,
that their parents should be fined.
There should be a fine put on the
parent if a child is picked up after
the curfew hour by the police.

And when | say fined, it's

al nost |i ke Counci | woman Gaut hi er
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said, do an assessnent. |f the
parent is irresponsible, then we got
to hold that parent responsible.
And | know that some fol ks don't
want to hear that, but -- and |
heard al |l kinds of argunents about,
wel |, the parent m ght be working
two or three jobs and all that.
Most of these young males that |
Interact with parents ain't working
two or three jobs. They are just
being irresponsible. And |I'm going
say it like | say it.

| talked to three fathers
before this hearing this norning who
have all |ost | oved ones to
violence, and all three of them have
agreed with ny comment | just nade,
that sonething has to be taken nore
t han just picking up a child and
taking themto a curfew center and
then you're taking that child hone,
which I wasn't aware of -- which is
a good thing, but I'mjust saying.

And that parent is not comng to
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pick up that child. | think that
parent needs to be financially held
responsi bl e.

And |' m not suggesti ng what
fee it should be, but I think there
should be a fee that is inposed as
part of the whole curfew effort to
try to get kids off the streets. So
"' mrecomendi ng that you consi der
that as part of this bill, anmend it,
what ever you have to do, but you do
an assessnent of that parent.

| m not sayi ng bl anket give
afine to all the parents. |I'm
saying that if a parent is found out
that that child is in the street and
that parent is not watching that
child and nmaking sure that child is
In the streets, that sonething needs
t o happen.

And | wll use an exanpl e.
Father's Day Rally Commttee's
office is in the Martin Luther King
Center, 22nd and Cecil B. Moore.

Every day when | go in ny office, |
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| ook out ny wi ndow and when | | o0k
out ny wi ndow, there's a bench. And
t hat bench is the bench that that
gentl eman was sitting on at

2 o' clock in the norning, and
everybody knows the case where kids
had a confrontation with that

gentl eman, and that gentl eman
because of that confrontati on was
Kill ed.

When | followed the news on
that, and I know they got two
arrests, one of the young nen who
was arrested is still at JJSC and
the young lady is at JJSC, those
kids were out at a tinme where the
not her admtted at first she wasn't
sure -- they were supposed to be
over a friend s house or a
relative's house. She wasn't sure
what happened. Wen they tal ked
about the relatives and stuff, they
didn't know they went out.

To me, that man coul d have

been saved if those kids were picked
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up 2 o'clock in the norning, taken
to a curfew center or whatever it
was. That man mght still be alive
today, but | also believe that those
parents, if the kids lived with the
not her, she should be held
responsi ble for the act that
happened over the death of the nan.

We have to | ook at doing
stuff different today. Yes, |I'man
el der. Finally, Councilman Jones
accepted that and all the other
Council folks that know ne, |'m an
elder. | kind of think different,
as young folks tell me when | go
into the Juvenile Justice Center
every week, that |'m having that
ki nd of dialogue with them

| just think that we have
to -- all the old stuff that worked
can work today, | really believe.
Everybody wants to be |oved, first
of all, everybody. That's not
sonething -- that's old, old, old.

| nmean, it is since the beginning of
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time, everybody wants to be | oved.
Everybody wants to feel that soneone
cares about them That is what is a
major thing that's mssing right now
with a lot of our children. | see

t hat every week.

So |'"mjust saying that --
but at the sanme tinme we as adults
have to take responsibility for our
actions. So if our kids are out in
the streets and they shouldn't be
out in the streets and the adults
are not taking their responsibility
for the action, | think that once
again there should be a
consideration by this Commttee to
fine that adult. That's ny
t esti nony.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you. On 54th Street, and Menber
G I nore R chardson knows there's a
Chi nese restaurant on 54th Street.
One of ny staffers lives in the
conpl ex down the street. He cane

out for whatever he was going to the
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store for, and on his way to that
store, a young person in the age
range of 7 or 8 was running around
out in that street. He was
concerned. He stopped the kid, are
you okay, bl ah, blah, blah, where
are your parents. He seened a bit
t urned around.

About 10 m nutes later, the
parent, one of them and an escort,
that's the way I'Il put it, cane
down the street and said, hey,
that's ny baby, | got him dah, dah,
dah. But how do you know? Wo's
supposed to be wat ching thenf

So when you say about
taki ng that data, Menber Gauthier,
and taking a deeper dive on that, |
agree wwth that. W should try to
find out why are you out here and
what can we do to prevent you from
havi ng further conplications. And |
say that based on the 100 Shooter
Revi ew where a nunber of these young

peopl e had touches with the system

STREHLOW CONTRACT WORK
215-504- 4622




Public Safety Conmittee 40
10/ 11/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

early on before they ever becane a
shooter. And if we can intervene
earlier and kind of find out the
causes, | think society, those kids,
the community will be better off.
And so, thank you for what you do,
Bilal .

Does any Menber have any
further questions for M. Qayyunf

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
M. Chair, | just wanted to clarify
| wasn't necessarily asking for the
data because | think we should fine
people. | don't know that |I'm
there, but | do think picking up
young people after curfewis
probably an opportunity to provide a
different |level of intervention that
could save their lives and save
ot her people's lives. So |
appreci ate the existence of the
centers and | ook forward to working
to see how we can really change the
path for sone of these youth.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So |
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under stood what you said. | was
real clear about how you neant it.
Al right.

Are there any ot her
guestions for M. Qayyunf

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: M. Chair?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Just really quickly, |
just wanted to thank Bilal Qayyum
for all of his work and for com ng
onto this hearing. W talk very
frequently about these issues. And,
you know, you said you were an old
head, Bilal, but happy bel at ed
birt hday. You' re just seasoning the
gane, okay. And we appreciate al
of your work.

| do accept the feedback
t hat you have provided. | do think
It's inportant. For the record for
clarity, we did renove the fine
structure, and that was at the

pol i cy recomrendati on of the

STREHLOW CONTRACT WORK
215-504- 4622




Public Safety Conmittee 42
10/ 11/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Def enders Association relative to
t he whol e theory around
crimnalizing poverty.

But as a parent, | wll say
that as a parent |'mresponsible for
ny little people, all three of them
and | take that responsibility very
seriously. And | know due to a
nunber of circunstances not
everybody can do that, right. But
we have to be responsible for our
young people. W have to, froma
gover nnent perspective, froma
comrunity perspective and froma
parent perspective.

And |'mnot going to
apol ogi ze about parents needing to
be responsi ble for their young
peopl e, because every tine we do
sonmet hi ng from a gover nment
perspective people say, well, why
are they doing that, right. But we
have to step in because it's so nuch
need all across the Cty and we

can't advocate our duty sinply
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because fol ks don't want to be
responsi bl e for our young peopl e.

So | just want Bilal to
know that | received the feedback
It is sonething we are going to | ook
into. There is still opportunity to
further anmend this bill in working
with the nmenbers of this Commttee
and this body, and we will continue
to look at that. It's sonething
t hat we woul d need to research based
on what the current structures are,
and | wll certainly get back to you
with that information.

MR, QAYYUM  Counci |l man
Jones, can | nmake one qui ck comment ?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

Certainly.

MR QAYYUM And this is in
reference to nmy good friend
Counci | wonman Gauthier. Listening to
you, and | know what the feedback is
fromother folks in Council, al
right, one of the things you may

want to consider is that if there is
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a young nman or a young wonman who i s
out past curfew, is picked up by the
police and it's an assessnent

done -- | agreed with you about the
assessnment, who it is, why and all
that kind of stuff -- if there's an
assessnent done and it's determ ned
that that person, that parent was
not bei ng responsi bl e, maybe instead
of a nonetary issue, nmaybe we shoul d
require that parent to be in

cl asses, parenting cl asses.

So in other words, we got
to hold that parent responsible. So
If it's not a nonetary issue, which
| know sone fol ks, the argunent
about justice and social and al
that kind of stuff, all right, but
we should hold themstil
responsi bl e and maybe |I'm
reconmendi ng bei ng consi dered part
of this bill or part of the policy
of how the centers are run, that if
It is a parent that has been found

t hat they have been irresponsible
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and their children, we don't want
nore parents to go in the DHS
system |'m not proposing that, but
t hat parent shoul d have maybe

cl asses on parenting. | think you
shoul d consi der --

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: |
will be down for that, and I al so
woul d hope that if we |ook at the
famly's needs and we see that there
are needs for housing or there are
wor kf orce needs or nental health
needs, that those are things that we
would be willing to intervene and
provi de as wel|.

We tend to junp towards
penal ti es and penali zi ng peopl e when
It would probably cost us less to
support people in the way they need
to be supported than to deal with
the cost of a hom cide that cones
| argely from peopl e not havi ng what
they need. So this is a
conversation that we can keep going.

And | disagreed with you on
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that specific point, but the

di sagreenment is nmuch |less than the
huge anount of respect that | have
for you, Bilal

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Vel |
said, well said. That concludes the
testinony of these w tnesses.

Are there any others here
who wish to testify on this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Seei ng
none, would any of the nenbers of
the Commttee |ike to have a cl osing
coment ?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Menber
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch,

M. Chair. And thank you again,

col | eagues, and thank you to all of
the witnesses that provided
testinony for today's hearing. And
"' mjust asking, hunmbly asking, for

your support for this bill. Thank
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you very, very nuch.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | want
to thank all those who have
testified. This concludes our
public hearing. And would you
di sconnect fromthis hearing so that
we can begin our public neeting. W
will give folks a mnute or two to
di sconnect.

Now, we w || begin our
public nmeeting of the Coormttee on
Public Safety for City Council to
review Bill No. 220654.

Ms. WIllianms, will you take the rol
to establish a quorum

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Gym

COUNCI LMOVAN GYM | am
present .

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Thonsas.
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COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Present.

THE CLERK: And, Chairnman
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Present.
A quorum has been establi shed.

And | wll recognize Menber
Gaut hier for an anendnment to Bil
No. 220654.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
(Mut ed) .

THE CLERK: You're on nute,
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you, M. Chair.

| offer an amendnent to
Bill No. 220654. A copy of the
amendnent has been circulated to al
menbers of the Conmttee. | nove
that the amendnent to Bill No.
220654 be approved.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Is there
a second?

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Second.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Second.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: Al
those in favor will signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Al
t hose opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: The ayes
have it and Bill No. 220654 as
anended has been approved.

Chair again recogni zes
Menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, M. Chair.

| nmove that Bill No. 220654
as anended be reported fromthis
Commttee wwth a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that
the rules of Council be suspended to
permt first reading of this bill at
t he next session of Council.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Second.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Is there
a second?

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Second.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: It has
been noved and properly seconded.

Al'l those in favor w |l
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Al
t hose opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: The ayes
have it. And Bill No. 220654 as
anended has been approved and the
rul es of Council have been suspended
in order to allow reading of this
bill at our next session of Council.

Thi s concl udes the business
of the Public Safety Commttee. |
want to thank everybody for their
pronpt attendance and thank you for
bearing with nme for having technical
difficulties and being a little bit
| ate, so thank you. Thank you all.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thanks, M. Chair.

Congrats, Council nenber

G | nore Ri chardson.
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you,
M. Chair, and thank you,
col | eagues, for your availability.
| truly appreciate your tinme and
your thoughtfulness in the questions
t hat you raised, Council nmenber
Gauthier. So thank you very, very
much.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Bye, everybody.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Take
care.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Have a good day.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

(Commttee on Public Safety

concluded at 3:10 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

|, hereby certify that the
proceedi ngs and evi dence noted are contai ned
fully and accurately in the stenographic
notes taken by nme in the foregoing matter,
and that this is a correct transcript of the

sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of
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