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COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Good afternoon, everyone. And
t hank you so nuch for joining us.
| now note that the hour has cone
and this hearing is called to
order. This is a public hearing of
the Gty Council Commttee on the
Envi ronment. The purpose of this
public hearing is to hear testinony
on Bill No. 250768.

WIl the derk please
call the roll.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
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Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Present .

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Present .

THE CLERK: Chair
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Present. Thank you. | now note
for the record that a quorum of
this commttee is present and this
hearing is now called to order.

Good afternoon,
everyone. During our recent
muni ci pal worker strike, Philly got
a stinky, dirty rem nder that
breathing in trash harns both our
ment al and physical health. Now,
I magi ne breathing all that in and
nore every single day of your life.
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As we will hear in
pai nful detail today, that is the
unjust reality endured by our
nei ghbors in the city of Chester,
Pl ynout h Townshi p and ot her
communities flanked by the five
trash incinerators in Southeastern
Pennsyl vani a.

The Reworl d Covant a
| ncinerator in Chester Gty is the
| argest and one of the ol dest
trash-burning facilities in
Anerica. The Chester incinerator
I S Sout heastern Pennsylvania's top
I ndustrial polluter, burning 3500
tons of waste daily, and 37% of
that conmes right here fromPhilly.

Chester and Del aware
County experience the worst of this
envi ronnmental and heal th di saster.
Chester has one of the highest
asthma and infant nortality rates
in Anerica. But air does not stop

at the county line, so it is no
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surprise that Philly suffers too. 1
in 5 of our young people have
asthma, earning us the unfortunate
desi gnati on as the 2025 ast hna
capital

The city's priority is
maki ng Phi | adel phi a safer, cleaner
and greener, but we cannot do that
at the expense of our nei ghbors who
are |left sicker, dirtier and |ess
saf e because of the trash we send
into their air. W need to stop
maki ng oursel ves, our kids and our
pl anet sick. And that's what the
Stop Trashing Qur Air Act will do,
prohibit the Gty of Philadel phia
fromcontracting with waste
di sposal partners that profit by
turning our trash into pollution
and si ckness.

| want to thank everyone
here today, elected officials,
heal th and environnental experts,

Rewor| d and everyone from Chester,
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Philly and beyond who took tine out
of their day to be here with us.
The Gty of Phil adel phia's waste
di sposal contracts expire at the
end of the fiscal year and we ended
FY25 with nore than $1 billion in
our fund bal ance, the | argest
bal ance i n Phil adel phia's history.

Ri ght now i s our chance
to chart a healthier, cleaner and
greener path. It has never been
nore urgent and we have never been
better-equi pped to do it. W don't
need another study to tell us what
we already know to be true, to give
the city an excuse to kick the can
down the road for another seven
years, condemi ng Chester and
Philly to years of preventable
si ckness and fueling a clinmate
crisis that is already out of
control

| urge this commttee to

hear the cry of the people and do
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what's right for our constituents,
nei ghbors and pl anet and stop
trashing our air. Thank you so
much.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
| note for the record the presence
of Vice-Chair Council nenber C ndy
Bass. And | also will ask if any
of my col |l eagues have openi ng
comments that they'd like to offer.

Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Chair, and thank you to
nmy col | eagues and t he advocates and
everyone who's here who have been
sounding the alarmon this for
years. As a nenber of Cty
Council's Commttee on the
Envi ronnment and the Chair of Public
Heal th and Human Services, | want
to be very clear: Burning trash is
not a solution to our waste

problem [t is a public health
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probl em and an environnent al
justice issue.

Ri ght now a significant
portion of Philadel phia's trash is
burned at the large incinerator in
Chester. It is one of the |argest
trash incinerators in the country,
burni ng thousands of tons of
muni ci pal and i ndustrial waste
every single day and is a mjor
i ndustrial air polluter in our
region. But the people who pay the
price are not the ones creating
nost of the waste.

Only a small fraction of
the trash burned there cones from
Chester itself. The rest is
shi pped in from Phil adel phi a and
ot her communities. Chester is a
predom nantly Bl ack worki ng-cl ass
city that has already been
over burdened with industri al
pol l uti on for decades.

Children there
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experience high rates of asthma and
residents face elevated risks of
cancer, heart disease and ot her
serious illnesses tied to air
pol lution. Airborne hazards do not
respect municipal boundaries. \Wat
we burn in Chester does not stay in
Chester. It travels on the w nd
across Del aware County and back
i nto Phil adel phi a.

| nci nerati on does not
make trash disappear. It turns it
into toxic air and ash that still
must be landfilled. Qur
responsibility is two-fold: First,
we nust nove away from burning our
trash, supporting policies and
I nvestnents that reduce reliance on
incineration and prioritize public
heal th and environnental justice.

Second, we nust generate
|l ess trash. That's a cul tural
Issue. All of us need to

participate in that, investing in
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reuse, conposting, better recycling
and product design that doesn't
assume communities |ike Chester
will quietly absorb our waste.

Envi ronnmental justice is
a critical determ nant of health.
Qur nei ghbors in Chester have been
breat hi ng the cost of our
convenience for far too long. It's
time we align our waste policies
wth our values, protect the air we
all share and comnmt to solutions
t hat saf eguard every community's
right to breathe. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you so nuch, Counci | nenber
Ahnmad.

Do any ot her nenbers of
the commttee have opening
comrent s?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

WIl the derk nowread the title
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of the bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250768, anending Title 17 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
"Contract and Procurenment” to
prohi bit contractors providing
solid waste recycling or conposting
services to the City from
I nci nerating discarded matter,
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
The Cerk will please call the
first panel of wtnesses to testify
on the bill.

THE CLERK: The first
panel includes the Honorabl e Mayor
Stefan Roots, the Mayor of the City
of Chester; Dr. Kristin Mtl ey,
Heal th Conm ssioner, Cty of
Chester; Rebecca Yurkovich, County
Sustainability Oficer, Del aware
County; Laura Werner, Director of
Del aware County Heal t h Depart nent.

(Wtnesses approached
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W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Good afternoon, Mayor Roots. Thank
you so much for joining us today.
Pl ease state your nanme for the
record and proceed with your
t esti nony.

MAYOR ROOTS: My nane is
St ef an Root s.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Pr oceed.

MAYCR ROOTS: Thank you.
Before | proceed with ny prepared
remarks, |'mjust going to say that
your remarks, Councilworman Gaut hi er
and Counci | mrenber Ahmad, were so,
so heartfelt. W've been in this
battle for a long tinme and
soneti nes we wonder i s anyone
listening. And to know that it's
penetrating, particularly here in
the city of Philadel phia, is very
hear t war m ng.

Good afternoon,
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Counci | menber Gaut hi er and nenbers
of the Commttee on the
Environnment. | am Stefan Roots,
Mayor of the city of Chester, your
nei ghbor just down the Del aware
Ri ver, just 20 m nutes down |-95.
As Pennsyl vani a' s ol dest
city, Chester is rich with history
and honme to an anmazi ng conmunity.
We al so face sone huge chal | enges.
One of those challenges is the
presence of the Reworld Covanta
| nci nerator on our waterfront.
Decades ago, pressured
by bad politics, the | eaders of
Chester opted to trade our public
health for table scraps by hosting
the largest trash incinerator in
the United States. It would have
been one thing just to burn Chester
trash. | wouldn't have been happy
to burn the entire Del aware
County's trash, but we're burning

trash from New York, Philadel phia

Page 13

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on the Environment

and beyond.

Since then, the trash
burned in Chester has caused us
m sery, and the negative inpacts
have conpounded over tinme. CQur
chi | dhood asthma rate is the
hi ghest in the United States. The
I nci nerator has devastated property
val ues and prevented the
devel opnent of new housing. W are
Del aware County's waterfront city,
yet our potential for economc
revitalization is held back by the
massi ve i ncinerator occupying 50
acres of that precious waterfront.

How nmuch does prine
wat erfront property sell for in
Phi | adel phia | ask? Converting
that 50 acres of wasteland into
sonet hing of value is nmy objective.
This incinerator, which is now al so
one of the oldest in the country,
persi sts today because | arge

muni ci palities continue to send
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their trash there to be burned.

One-third of the trash
conmes from Del aware County,
one-third from New York Cty and
one-third from Phil adel phia. Last
year, thankfully Del aware County
commtted to weaning itself off of
incineration by directing its trash
to landfills over the next five
years.

(Appl ause.)

MAYOR ROOTS:  You'll
hear fromthem soon. | imrediately
sent a letter to Mayor Parker, ny
very first communication wth her
as we both came in at the same
time. | pleaded with her to | ead
Phi | adel phia to do the sane, to
di vert Phil adel phia's trash away
fromthe incinerator here in
Chester.

| didn't yet receive a
reply, but | was pl eased that

Counci | renber Gaut hier | ater
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reached out and visited Chester to
see firsthand the inpact of

Phi | adel phia's trash being burned
in Chester. Thank you,
Counci | menber Gaut hi er, and thank
you to the other Council nenbers and
staffers who'd visited Chester as
wel | , because you didn't cone

al one. There was a van full of you
guys.

Those visits birthed the
bill that is now before you, the
Stop Trashing Qur Air Act. As
Mayor of Chester, |'mhere to ask
you to do exactly that, stop
trashing our air. | respectfully
request your participation in
addressing this | ongstandi ng
matter, which has profoundly
Infected the health and the future
of Chester residents for
generations, and | urge you to join
us in this effort by passing the

Stop Trashing Qur Air Act w thout
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del ay.

By doing so, the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a has the opportunity to
denonstrate regi onal | eadership,
uphol d a shared commtnent to
public health and hel p unl ock new
opportunities for economc
revitalization along Chester's
waterfront. Your |eadership is
this critical nonent.

At this critical nonent,
we'll help secure a healthier and
nore sustainable future for our
residents, communities and entire
nation -- entire region. In
closing, |I'masking for your help
to correct this injustice which has
been going on for generations and
needs to end now. Be a good
nei ghbor, do the right thing and
stop burning Phil adel phia's trash
in Chester. W don't want it.

Burning trash in Chester

IS an inpedinent to our economc
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and conmmuni ty devel opnent, but nost
i nportantly, the health and
wel I ness of ny citizens. You'd
certainly feel the sanme way if you
were in ny situation. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you so nmuch, Mayor Roots.

Dr. Motley, please state
your nane for the record and
proceed wth your testinony.

DR. MOTLEY: Good
nmorning, Kristin Mdtley, for the
record. Thank you. Thank you,
Counci | menber Gaut hier, for
introducing this act into the
entire conmmttee, for having ne
here today. |I'mDr. Kristin
Motl ey, the Health Conmm ssioner for
the Gty of Chester, and |I'm proud
to serve in that role because | was
born and raised there.

Unfortunately, Chester

has carried the environnental
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burden of this entire region for
far too long. The nation's | argest
trash incinerator is just down the
road from here. The disease-
causi ng em ssions produced there do
not have a city limt. W are
breat hing the sane toxic air. W
al so deal with em ssions from ot her
sources, including highway traffic,
ai rpl anes, manufacturing firns and
ot hers.

We just cannot afford to
continue to burn trash. | do not
have any personal resentnent
against Reworld. | amsure the
| eadership are | ovely people. The
I ssue is that Chester should have
never been hone to a trash
incinerator. |It's too densely
popul at ed.

| get it. They are a
busi ness. The problemis that they
are in the wong business at the

wong tinme. Reworld published this
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report suggesting that their
operations do not contribute to the
poor health outcones that show up
in Chester. | was beside nyself
reading this report.

Nowhere in the history
of trash incineration will you find
a reputable analysis built on such
an unrealistic nodel. The report
references the health inpacts of
farmers and fishernmen in Chester.
There is no one in Chester farm ng
or producing fish that we eat. It
I's not happening. It is not a
thing. However, this analysis is
based on that fact.

Pl ease know that the
report also failed to disclose the
mllions of pounds of toxic
em ssi ons produced from burning
trash. These toxins are known to
I ncrease rates of infant nortality,
heart di sease, ki dney disease,

cancers and asthma and ot her
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prevent abl e health conditi ons.

And just | ast week
al one, | spoke to four different
peopl e from Chester who was
recently diagnosed with cancer.
These are people who | know
personally. Tiffany, 44-year-old
wi th breast cancer; David,
61l-year-old with Stage |1V | ung
cancer; M. Barbara, 75-year-old
rectal cancer, Ms. Paula, 73-year-
old with ovari an cancer.

And by the tine this
hearing is over today, Ms. Paula is
going to know if the cancer has
spread to anywhere el se in her
body. Chester's infant nortality
rate is five tines the national
average. The pediatric asthma rate
Is four tines the national average
and the health disparities go on.

Children wth asthma
have nore m ssed days of school.

They performworse in math and
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readi ng, and they have | ower

st andardi zed test scores than their
peers. These children live with
the i npacts of having asthma for
the rest of their life. Chester
and Phi | adel phi a have sonet hi ng

el se in conmon.

W share in the disnal
rates of all these conditions. And
yes, Chester needs a hospital, but
we can have 10 hospitals and that
still won't address the health
di sparities that we have. W have
to address the problemat its
sorts, and it's the toxic air
pol | uti on.

Even with the state-of-
the-art healthcare facilities and
wor | d-renowned academ c research
centers, we |ack adequate
resources. W're still feeling the
I npact of the closing. And with
Crozer closing recently, people

from Chester are taking up seats in
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your ERs and beds in your
hospitals, and cut backs from
Jefferson put additional strain on
our heal thcare infrastructure.

So the report's notion
that trash incinerator has m ni nal
I npact on human health and the
failure to nention the nultiplicity
of the environnmental burdens in
Chester is a disgrace and it's an
insult to your intelligence.

Next, do not be fooled
by the propaganda. |'m sure you
have seen the videos of Reworld
giving back to the community. Yes,
t hey have dropped a coupl e of
checks and those checks were a drop
in the bucket for this nulti-
billion dollar corporation. A
community that has been ignored for
so | ong woul d appreciate the
gest ure.

|, however, am not
I npressed. These gi vebacks have
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not inproved our cancer rates or
infant nortality rates or our
asthma rates. W do not need them
to give back in that way. W need
themto give back our air.

Lastly, as you'll hear
from Del aware County, there have
been studi es proven for years that
diverting trash to landfills is far
better for the environnent, is
better for human health and it
costs | ess noney.

Here's the bottom i ne:
Traction. Ceneration is outdated.
| urge you to pass this act. The
country i s watching your decision
on this and there won't be anot her
opportunity to do it any tinme soon.
So let's partner and let's work
t oget her on advanci ng nore
sust ai nabl e solutions to waste
di sposal. Because if you continue
to burn trash in Chester, that

toxic air will continue to bl ow
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ri ght back here to burn you. Thank
you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOMAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Dr. Mdtley. And I'm
very sorry to hear about the
significant health issues
experi enced by your residents and
peopl e that you know personally,
but thank you for sharing that
story and for being here today.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

M5. YURKOVI CH:  Thank
you. Rebecca Yurkovich. Good
afternoon. My nane is Rebecca
Yurkovich. And |I'mthe Del aware
County Sustainability Oficer. In
this role, I'mcharged wth making
Del aware County conmmunity and its
gover nnent al organi zation
oper ati ons nore sustainable and

resilient to climte change.
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| cone to this work with
experience in environnmental
conpl i ance, |ong-range conmmunity
pl anni ng and nuni ci pal managenent .
And on behal f of our 576, 000
nei ghbors in Del aware County, |
woul d |li ke to thank you for the
opportunity to speak here today.

Two weeks ago | had the
opportunity to visit ny niece. And
upon ny arrival, beneath pigtails
and Bl uey pajanas, | was net by a
| ethargic, grunpy 3-year-old with a
heart-shattering cough. Wen |
asked what was wong, | was net
wth a neek, it's ny asthma
Weekend of fun turned into coughing
fits, gasping breaths and
treatnments out of a | adybug
nebul i zer .

This is the everyday
experience and reality for nore
than 12,000 children in Del awnare
County and 32,000 children in the
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city of Philadel phia who suffer
frompediatric asthma, sone of the
worst rates in the country. These
conditions are exacerbated by

pol luting industries |ike that of
Reworld in the city of Chester,
where nore than 15% of the

popul ation, over four tines the
nati onal average, suffers from

ast hma and other lung-rel ated
conditions. These are the unspoken
casual ties of systematic policy
failure and unchecked i ndustry.

In 2021, Del aware County
comm ssioned Dr. Jeffrey Murris of
t he Sound Resource Managenent
G oup, Inc., wth assistance from
the Zero Waste Associates, to
conpare the conprehensive inpacts
of incineration at Reworld with the
landfilling of ash versus that of
landfilling unburned waste directly
at the Del aware County Solid Waste

Aut hority-owned rolling hills
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landfill in Berks County.

The study eval uated and
assi gned environnental economc
val ues or costs to the
environnental and health inpacts
associated with the waste process
to allow for dollar-for-dollar
conpari sons between incineration
and | andfilling.

The study eval uated nine
di fferent health and environnent al
i npacts, including clinmate change,
cancer-causi ng and noncancer -
causing toxics, respiratory effects
fromparticul ates such as stroke
and heart attacks, ground-Ievel
snog formation as well as four
ot her environnental factors.

These envi ronnent al
econom ¢ val ues represent those
unspoken costs of the environnmental
and health effects of the
communities that are burdened with

these polluting industries, such as
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hi gher health care costs, premature
deat hs, danmges to our natural
envi ronnent and nore.

Overall, the study found
that the current practices of
burning trash in the city of
Chester and then landfilling the
ash is 2.3 tinmes nore harnful for
the health, environment and clinmate
I npacts than going directly to
landfill w thout burning first.

When separati ng out
heal th and environnental inpacts,
the study found that it costs $193
nore per ton to incinerate the
landfill directly. Applying this
factor across Del aware County's
annual waste tonnage, health and
envi ronnment al i npacts of
I nci neration are costing our
community an additional $73.3
mllion in comunity inpacts.

Transportation is also a

| arge consideration in this study,
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as landfilling waste would require
an additional five tinmes nore
hauling mles. However, despite

m sconceptions, it was found that
transportation only accounted for

1. 1% of inpacts of landfilling,
further highlighting the
detrinmental inpacts of incineration
over landfilling.

Wiile this life-cycle
analysis utilized data from
Del aware County, these results are
not unique. The Gty of
Phi |l adel phia is currently sending
approxi mately 400,000 tons of waste
into the Reworld incinerator each
year, further crippling the
community and the environnental and
heal th i npacts of Chester.

The harnful pollutants
emtted in the air fromthese
facilities do not know our county
lines and are wi thout a doubt

I npacting your residents in the
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city of Philadel phia as well.
Del aware County Council recently
enacted the county's first zero
waste plan this past August, which
seeks to phase out |ocal trash
I nci neration, as they recogni ze the
serious threat that it causes to
our heal th, environnent and econony
of Del aware County and the region.

On behal f of Del aware
County, | would like to appl aud
this Commttee for its | eadership
in considering the alternatives to
i ncineration for the city's
upcom ng solid waste nmanagenent
contract. In conclusion, | would
like to thank you for the
opportunity to speak today and
express Del aware County's support
of Bill 250768 Stop Trashi ng CQur
Air. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

Thank you. Thank you so nuch.

Page 31

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on the Environment

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

MS. SI EGVANN VERNER:
Thank you. Lora Siegmann \r ner.
Thank you again for the opportunity
to join ny colleagues to reinforce
Del aware County's strong support
for the Stop Trashing Qur Air Act.
|"'mthe Director of the Reworld
Del aware County Heal th Departnent.

Prior to serving the
county, | worked at the federal
| evel for regional offices of the
Agency for Toxic Substances and
D sease Registry, CDC and FEMA here
i n Philadel phia. | have over 30
years of experience that includes
directing responses to chem cal
exposure and environnmental public
heal t h concerns.

The incredibly inpactful
proposal you're considering today

matters for health. It matters for
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the health of communities here in
Phi | adel phia and it matters for the
health of your over half a mllion
nei ghbors in Del aware County, as
you heard fromDr. Mitley and
Becca. It matters for the
sustainability of our region, as
you heard from Mayor Roots. It
matters to address | ongstandi ng

I nequities in how we handl e waste
in this region.

We're all navigating a
shifting | andscape right now,
changing federal priorities,
uncertain funding, |ack of support
for health equity efforts. These
realities make public health work
chal | engi ng, but they also nmake it
nore inportant than ever.

In tinmes of instability,
it's local partnerships that allow
us to continue to focus on what's
really, really inportant. This

proposal is an inportant step
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forward that woul d advance our
mut ual obj ectives to pronote and
protect the health and well -being
of residents in both Phil adel phia
and Del aware County, and it w |
shine as a nodel for other
jurisdictions across the country.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you so nmuch and | really
appreci ate you bei ng here.

Were you also going to
read --

MS. S| EGVANN VERNER:
Yes. I'll followwth a letter
witten by our Del aware County
Council Chair, Dr. Mnica Tayl or.
She said, "'mwiting to express ny
support for Bill No. 250768, Stop
Trashing Qur Air Act, introduced by
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gaut --
Gaut hi er.

| urge you to enact this
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| egi sl ati on wi thout del ay.

Del aware County Council recently
enacted the county's first zero
wast e pl an, which seeks to phase
out local trash incineration. W
took this action in part because we
recogni ze that incineration poses a
threat to the health, environnent
and econony of Del aware County, the
city of Philadel phia and the entire
Sout heast ern Pennsyl vani a regi on,
Anerica's largest incinerators in
Del awar e County.

Toxi ¢ ash produced by
this incinerator is nore than tw ce
as harnful to our constituents and
the environnent than if we had
| andfilled the unburned trash
I nstead. The Chester incinerator
Is the | argest single source of
pollution in the region. It
contributes to Chester having the
hi ghest asthnma rate in the United

States. 1 in 5 Phil adel phi a
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chil dren al so have asthma, | eading
to the city being recently
desi gnated as the asthma capital,
as you recogni zed.

One-third of everything
burned at the Reworld Covanta
I ncinerator in Chester conmes from
Phi | adel phia. Delaware County is
doing its part, but we need the
Cty of Philadelphia' s help to
chart a safer, cleaner and greener
path. |f you do not act now, it
may be al nbst a decade before the
City of Philadelphia wll have
anot her chance to phase out trash
i ncineration. Please help us keep
trash out of our air, lungs and
at nosphere by enacting the Stop
Trashing Qur Air Act before the
City of Philadel phia renews its
wast e di sposal contracts.
Sincerely, Dr. Monica Tayl or.

( Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
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Thank you so much. | have one
question and then I'll open it up
to menbers of the Conmtt ee.

My question is for
Ms. Yurkovich. In your testinony,
you nentioned that the study Del co
comm ssi oned found that "The
current practice of burning trash
and then landfilling is 2.3 tines
nmore harnful for the health,
envi ronnent and clinmate inpact than
going directly to the landfill."
And from what | understand, the
study also found that if we only
| ook at the human health inpact of
each option, without factoring in
gl obal inpacts of climate change,

i ncineration is 23 tines worse.

And it sounds |ike the
direct health inpacts are nmuch nore
concentrated than the climate
I npacts mainly affecting people who
live nearby. Am | understandi ng

that correctly and can you
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el abor at e?

MS. YURKOVI CH.  Sure.
Thank you. So you are correct. It
was found in the study that when
you separate out the climte
I npacts and only eval uate the human
health inpacts, it is 23 tines nore
damaging to be using this
i nci nerator versus landfilling
directly.

When | ooking at the
dollars and cents, incineration is
$193, nore human health inpacts per
ton than disposing at landfill
directly. This is incredibly
damaging to those that are living
In what's considered the fall out
zone, which is those communities
that are directly under the stacks.

And | think it's also
I nportant to consider that when
hearing testinony of all of these
studi es, especially from our

participants fromReworld | ater,
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al so consi der the boots on the
ground. These are hundreds of
trucks that are sitting in |ocal
communi ties every single day. And
while there may be certain studies
that show i npacts fromthe stacks,
it's not expressing the |ived
experi ence of those that are having
to sit there and breathe in the
trucks' em ssions every single day.
| previously worked in a
muni ci pality in Del aware County and
we would get calls fromour trash
crew sayi ng, hey, just so you know,
we' re probably going to get
conplaints that trash isn't getting
pi cked up because we're in a three-
hour-long line to drop off at
Covanta. So it's those em ssions
that our children are breathing in
and our residents are breathing in.
And while we certainly
consider it inportant that we are

having climate inpacts, it's those
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heal th i npacts of the people that
are having to live and breathe that
air every single day that we're
here fighting for today. Thank
you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you so nuch. Counci | nenber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Thank you all, first off, for
taking tinme out of your busy
schedule to cone down here. W
know what you have goi ng on because
we have the sane things going on,
SO Wwe appreciate your tine.

M. Mayor, your county
just enacted the county's first
zero waste plan, which seeks to
phase out |ocal trash incineration.
Can you wal k us through how your
plan wll be inplenented? Were is
the landfill you wll be using?

WIIl there be a financial inpact by
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this change? And if so, can you
tell us what that will |ook Iike
froma budget standpoint?

MAYOR ROOTS: Surely. |
can't speak to how the trash is
going to get to the landfill.
There' s anot her organi zation that
manages that. But | think your
real question is the financial
I npact of noving trash out of being
burned in Chester to sonewhere
el se.

We are in budget season
right now | wll tell you that
not a nonent is being spent on the
I npact of the inpact that Reworl d
Covanta has on our budget. W are
budgeti ng so that the host
agreenent that we have and have had
over the years that has not nobved,
has not escal ated, is the sane
anopunt that it was 25 years ago
that it is today, is not factored

in, you know, to our budget
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deci si ons.

We also know that if it
were to shut down today, we have
many devel opers and many
opportunities for that 50 acres of
land to be profitable in ways that
can sustain us forever. So if we
could turn off the switch today, we
woul d have soneone -- once we cl ean
up the environnental ness that's
been less left for the last 35
years -- to replace the revenue
that conmes in fromthe host
agreenent there. Does that answer
your question?

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Not
really. | get that point. Wat
|"mtrying to get at is for our
budget asks too. |I'msure there's
a cost related to changing fromthe
incinerator, which is actually
right where you're at, to wherever
the landfill will be.

A, do you have a
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landfill picked out already and
have you al ready stopped sending
your trash to the incinerator?

MAYOR ROOTS: Okay. |
under stand what you're saying. So
what you have to understand first
isit's Delaware County's
i ncinerator. So the question
shoul d be answered by either
Rebecca or --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Oh,
|"' m good with whoever. |'mjust
trying --

MAYOR ROOTS: | j ust
want ed to understand --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  I'm
just trying to figure out how nuch
extra we're going to have to pay
also in order --

MAYOR ROOTS: Got cha.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Poi nt of information. W know the
cost to be pretty much the sane,

pretty nmuch level with incineration

Page 43

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on the Environment

on average. And also, | wanted to
point out there's a difference
bet ween sort of the stated
financial cost and the sort of
curmmul ative cost of inpacts that
we're not considering in that
financial anmpbunt, which as stated
by the sustainability officer, is
23 times worse. But the cost is
the sane virtually.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Yeah, | get it. Wat I'mtrying to
get at is there's going to be a
cost to change over, right. And
what |'mtrying to also get to a
point is do you already have a
place for it to go? Because have
you al ready stopped burning Delco's
trash at the incinerator?

M5. YURKOVICH If |
may, SO a coupl e questions to
address there. First, | don't have
dollar-for-dollar ton change for

you. The current process for waste
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in Del aware County is that they'l|l
go to one of two transfer stations
owned by the Del aware County Solid
Waste Authority. Fromthere, in
ski pping the incinerator we wll be
sending to the Rolling Hlls
Landfill in Berks County, which is
owned by the Del aware County Solid
Waste Authority.

At this tinme, we are not
diverting our entire waste stream
due to a lack of infrastructure for
that hauling. Qur two transfer
stations are actually defunct
incinerators fromthe 1950s. They
were never built in a way for us to
be hauling 476,000 tons of trash.
It's fine for the little puddle
junp that it's taking to Covanta.
However, nost Del aware County
communities are al so doing direct
dr op-of f.

At this time, our Solid

Waste Authority is going through
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redesi gn of those transfer stations
to build themin a fortified way in
which we'll be able to have the
physical infrastructure in order to
ship the further distance. So
while we're not diverting our full
total currently, it's around 15%
going directly to the Rolling Hlls
Landfill.

| wll also inplore you
to al so consi der what Council woman
said. And while you'll see
potentially different costs in
shifting away fromlandfill, the
City should al so see reduced costs
I n your health and human services
over time, as residents are no
| onger going to be breathing in
this toxic air.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Yeah, |I'mjust trying to get to the
poi nt of, you know, what the -- the
Counci | woman answered ny questi on.

When it comes to the cost, it's
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al nost conparative. 1'mgood with
t hat .

All I"'mtrying to see
and make sure is that we're trying
to stop sending our trash to you
guys. | want to make sure that if
we're doing that, you guys are
doing that too, you know what |I'm
sayi ng, because it's got to be
equal. W're going to have to find
a newthing. W're going to have
to find a new way to go, but we
want you guys to be | eading by
exanpl e too, you understand?

MS.  YURKOVI CH:
Unfortunately, we do have
infrastructure that needs to be
updated for us to be able to nake
t hat choice and --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
When do you think you woul d be able
to fully inplement it? | get it,
yeah.

M5. YURKOVI CH:  Good
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guestion. The initial cost for the
transfer station redesign was at
approximately 25 mllion per
station and that was about three
years ago. Mdre recent updates are
now estimating at $45 mllion per
transfer station. As you may be
awar e, Del aware County underwent a
23% tax increase |last year and is
slated for another 19%this year.

So whil e our operations
and upgrades may be del ayed, we are
steadfast in this comm tnent, but
we al so want to be aware that we're
not overburdeni ng our residents
further to push this when the
finances are also not there. So it
iIs afull coonmtnent. W're still
| ooki ng for additional
opportunities to fund the 45
mllion required for transfer
station updates at this tine.

MAYOR ROOTS: If | may

add one piece, | would not be
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sitting here today if the county
had not nmade that commtnent to
nove out of the incinerator in
Chester. It wouldn't be fair. |If
we can't do it ourselves right in
Del aware County, | can't cone to
Phi | adel phia and ask themto do the
sane. | think we've | earned a
little bit today --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
You're getting to what | was --
exactly. But still | would like to
know that -- $45 million, right,
that's a lot of noney to cone up
wth to build your own transfer
stations. Just trying to get a
tineline on this. Because for us,
there's going to be a lot of
preparation that's going to have to
go into this.

Just |ike you spoke of,
we now have to figure out where
we're sending all that stuff, how

we're getting it there
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| ogi stically, where our transfer
stations are going to be. W're
pretty good set up like that,

but -- you know what |'m sayi ng.

So I'mtrying to find
out basically what kind of a
tinmeline do we have here that we're
wor ki ng on because this stuff
doesn't happen overnight. O
course, we have to figure that part
out once we pass this or whatever
it happens. Just trying to figure
out how nuch tinme we have
conparative to what you guys are
doing in that phase-out or however
it's going. You get what |I'm
sayi ng.

So we're not going to
send our trash to you guys, you
know what | nean. You guys are not
sendi ng your trash there, right.
That's all | need to -- | want to
make sure that this is conparative.

It's not just like we're going to
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stop sending our trash over there
and have to figure that all out.
Meanwhi l e, you guys wll still be
usi ng and i nplenenting the
facility.

From what you're saying
is that you're trying to phase out
the noney issue on the transfer
stations. So all I'msaying is
what do you think your tineline
| ooks |ike so we have an idea of
what our tineline kind of will 1ook
like?

M5. YURKOVI CH  Sure.
Well, | think Philadelphiais in a
different position in that you have
the necessary transfer
infrastructure. | will say | do
not feel confortable stating a
direct time franme, as |I'mnot from
t he Del aware County Solid Waste
Authority. It's a separate
muni ci pal authority. However,

t hey --
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COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  But
you get what |I'mgetting at,
right --

MS. YURKOVI CH: |
under stand t hat.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  You
guys have no tine [imt on when
you're going to stop sendi ng your
trash there, but you want us to
stop sending our trash there now --

MS. YURKOVI CH: Correct.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: - -
or right now.

M5. YURKOVI CH: However,
you're also in a position with
infrastructure to nake that change
t oday.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: - -
but that |eaves us in a place where
we have to find out where we're
going to stick this stuff. And
fromwhat it sounds |ike to ne
ri ght now, you don't actually have

a full working plan of how you're
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goi ng to phase out your own trash.

M5. YURKOVI CH: W have
a plan. W need upgraded
infrastructure at our transfer
station --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  The
plan has no tineline. That's what
' m sayi ng. Do you under --

MS. YURKOVI CH:
under st and what you're sayi ng.
do.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  And
"Il say I"'mnot for burning. All
|"mtrying to figure out here is if
we stop sending our trash, we have
to do all this stuff over here, but
you're still burning your trash.
Wiy do we do this, you know what |
nmean. It's got to be equal.

If we're going to do
this and this is actually really
about the environnment, we should
have a plan that says, all right,

this is it, we're going to phase
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this out Del co, Phil adel phia
t oget her because it involves both
of us. W're going to phase out by
this date. You get it, what |I'm
trying to say?

MS. YURKOVI CH:  Yes.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: Al
|"'mtrying to say is to get a tine
frame. But fromwhat you're saying
Is your tine frane requires -- it
depends on the noney com ng, and
you don't know if that noney is
actually going to cone. So you
don't have an actual tinme for your
phase- out .

You have a plan which is
great, but you don't know when
you' re actually going to stop
sendi ng your trash to Chester.

M5. YURKOVICH Only
because I'mnot fromthe
organi zati on that nakes those
deci si ons.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
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Ckay. That's good. So are they
testifying?

M5. YURKOVI CH  The
Solid Waste Authority is not, but
we woul d be happy to put you in
contact with our Solid Waste
Aut hority that would be able to
speak further to the financials of
that transfer station redesign.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
| also believe that there was a
time given in the testinony. Has
she answered the question to your
sati sfaction?

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Counci | woman, | don't have a
tinmeline. |I'min favor of the
t hi ng, but you know what |I'm
saying. Things got to be fair
her e.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
|"mjust asking if you're done with
your |ine of questioning.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |
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would et -- well, as long as
sonebody is going to get back to ne
with a tineline on when they're
goi ng to phase out their trash.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Geat. | think there was a
timeline given in the testinony. |
al so believe that sone of the
guestions around --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |
asked for a tineline.
Counci Il woman, if there was a
tinmeline given, | would have said
okay, | accept that tineline.
There wasn't -- they said they
don't have a tineline because they
do not have the noney so they
cannot put a tine on it until they
have the actual --

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
| understand. | heard them say
t hey were devel oping a five-year
pl an to phase out incineration.

Dd | mss hear that or
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m sunder st and?

M5. YURKOVI CH: That is
still the goal, yes.

COUNCI LWOMAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  So
that will do for ny -- soit's five
years you're saying that you guys
wi |l stop burning your trash?

M5. YURKOVI CH:  Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Councilnmenber. | think
that sone of the questions asked
are actually nore suited for
Sanitation in terns of what we wl|
do and how that will work out
| ogistically. But | appreciate
your line --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |
know what we're -- | get what we're
going to do. M whole thing is
what they were going to do,
Counci l woman. You don't |ike ny

line of questioning. | appreciate
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t hat but --

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
As the Chair, | would like to
continue. | think that sone of the
gquestions are very suited for
Sanitation and they' Il be up. In
terns of sonme of the --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  How
Is Sanitation going to --

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
As the Chair, | would like to
conti nue runni ng the heari ng.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Well, then you just lost ne. Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Wll, I"msorry to hear that. In
terns of sone of your other
qguestions, right now we pay about
$65 per ton for both landfilling
and incineration. And | just want
to make it clear to the nenbers of

the Commttee, we actually have two
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wast e managenent contracts.

So we al ready send
al nrost 60% of our trash to be
| andfilled through a contract with
a landfilling conpany. And so,
there's the option to send nore of
our trash that way, which is not an
i deal or perfect solution, but it
Is better for health inpacts than
I nci neration.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |
wasn't concerned about our trash.
| know we'll do it once we
I nplement. My concern is we're
doing this as a partnership. Wen
are they going to do it.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council nenber.

The other thing that |
wanted to note and | don't want
people to forget is that there's a
timng elenment here. W're in the
m dst and we're conming up on the

end of our contract. So that's why
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it's inportant froma timng
perspective to be considering this
action right now because our next
contract wll last for a very long
tine.

"1l nove on to
addi tional conm ttee questions.

M nority Wi p N col as O Rourke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Thank you, Madam Chair.

Let nme begin by saying
thank you all, M. Myor and all,
for comng here and wel cone to the
city of Phil adel phi a.

MAYOR ROOTS: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
The City of Brotherly Love,
Sisterly Effectiveness and Sibling
Solidarity. It is enblazoned in
the seal of this city for sone
time, a phrase. |It's kind of |ike
broken Latin, Philadel phia Maneto.
It's actually a reference to a

|etter that Paul wote to one of
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the churches | believe in Philippi,
Let brotherly I ove endure is
essentially the concept.

And |'m a Menber
At-large. M nane is N col as
O Rourke. |'ma Menber At-I|arge
here for the body, and | have the
benefit and the honor of serving
the entirety of the city and it
makes nme concer ned about
everybody's well-being. And if we
are going to live, | believe in the
nodel that we enblazon and we
really market. | believe it calls
us to be concerned about the well -
bei ng and the health of our sibling
muni ci palities. Certainly, the
ol dest one in the Comonweal t h.
And so, | thank you for being here
and hearing our questions. And
pl ease, | know that you may have
not heard a response back when you
reached out, M. Myor, but we do

wel come you and are grateful that
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you are all here to cone provide
testinony as it relates to concerns
that are inportant to your
citizenry as well as yoursel ves.

You did nention in your
testinony, M. Myor, as well as |
think I read it in Dr. Taylor's
comrentary as well in that fourth
par agraph, that Phil adel phia's
trash is only a portion of the
trash that's being processed at the
I nci nerator, and that the rest of
the trash comes from Del awar e
County and New York. | think you
said is like one-third Philly,
one-third Del co, one-third New
Yor k.

Qui ck question, are you
also in touch with officials from
those nmunicipalities and ot her
areas as well about their contacts
wi th Reworl d?

MAYOR ROOTS: So you

only nentioned the three
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municipalities. W're talking to
Phi | adel phi a today. W have
Del aware County with us, flanked on
the end. New York is the other.
That contract is a very long-term
contract. |'mnot sure how | ong
that contract is. But I think it
was a -- let me get sone help from
the gallery in the back. 20-year
contract?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:
(I naudi bl e).

MAYOR ROOTS: Yeah, 20-,
30-year contract.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
But are you in touch with the
actual officials from New York and
Del co -- obviously, you're here as
well -- as it relates to their
contracts with Reworl d?

MAYOR ROOTS: Yes. And
we would be in contact with anybody
who woul d even be consi dered for

replacenent if Delco or
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Phi | adel phi a went out.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: Do
you know what their positions are
on this matter?

MAYOR ROOTS: Who, New
Yor k?

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
New Yor k.

MAYOR ROOTS: Their
position is they're very happy it
was approved to cone down to
Chester.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
What is the racial denographic of
Chester, if I may ask?

MAYOR ROOTS: It's 75%
Bl ack, maybe 15%to 20% Hi spani c
and it's interesting to say other
as Wite, but that's about the
di fference.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
One of the panelists nentioned that
there was 576, 000 nei ghbors in

Del co. How many are actually in
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Chester proper?

MAYCOR ROOTS: Chester
has 35, 000.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
35,000. But 35,000 and 75%t hat
are Black fol k?

MAYOR ROOTS: Yes.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Ckay. Thank you. I'mreally
shocked -- | was extended the
opportunity to conme, but then
anot her obligation canme up and it
kept nme from being able to tour
with you all recently. But the
reports that | got back from
col | eagues that were there as well
as the testinony that you | ooked up
today really, really concerns ne.

One of ny coll eagues
nment i oned that upon going, it
activated her asthma i nmedi ately
that she was dealing with. And she
came to visit nyself. It was a

cold day. | think it was Veteran's
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Day. She cane by the house to neet
my son and she was coughing. [|'m
i ke, what's going on? And she
nmenti oned that she picked up the
cough after having done the tour at
the incinerator in Chester.

And |I'mjust thinking
about the reality that the
I mredi ate inpact, right, to have
soneone, a grown adult wonman, to be
so imedi ately i npacted by that,
the long-termeffects that it woul d
have on anybody else in the fall-
out areas or wherever el se,

I ncludi ng that many Bl ack children
that are growing up with that and
what it causes.

And | think about all of
the conversations that we've had
about environnental justice across
this country, thinking about Flint,
M chi gan and what they were doing
with water and ot her places as well

down in M ssissippi and issues
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around these sorts of things. And
how if it was a couple of years
ago, a few years ago, there would
be nmuch nore of an uproar about the
reality of this.

But | think the
political w nds have changed so
things are quieter. Cbviously,
noney i s being pulled back to focus
on these sorts of things. But | do
think that it's really inportant
and "'mreally grateful that you
shared this, and | hope that others
wi |l watch back this particul ar
hearing and to | earn nore about the
reality of this.

Apparently, you guys are
one of the biggest incinerators or
| guess the --

MAYOR ROOTS: The
| ar gest.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: - -
the | argest one on the Eastern

Seaboard:; is that true?
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MAYOR ROOTS: No, in the
country.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Wel |, excuse ne. So not just on
t he Eastern Seaboard. W're
tal ki ng about the whole U S. of A
Wel |, thank you again. [It's really
particularly inportant. | do hope
that we all can hear beyond the
facts and figures and nunbers the
noral challenge that is before us
to care about our siblings if we're
going to be the Gty of
Phi | adel phia letting brotherly |ove
or sibling solidarity endure, that
| think it calls us to be
genui nel y, genui nely concerned
about the health concerns of our
nei ghbors just to the south.

Thank you so nuch, Madam
Chair.

(Appl ause.)

MAYOR ROOTS: If | could

add one thing --
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COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Maj ority Whi p Council nenber Bass.

MAYOR ROOTS: Wen you
mentioned - -

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
" mso sorry.

MAYOR ROOTS: -- the
adult who was aggravated with her
asthma during her visit -- ny
Heal th Conm ssioner's here, she can
correct me if I"'mwong -- but in
the city of Chester, the incidence
of adults getting asthma as adults
occurs in Chester at a nuch higher
rate than it does just about
anywhere else. Asthma is usually
contracted in childhood, in those
teen years. But in Chester, you
find adults at very mature ages
getting asthma for the first tine.
She's not correcting nme, so |I'm not
Wr ong.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

Majority Deputy Wi p Counci |l menber

Page 69

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on the Environment

Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

So good afternoon.

Thank you for being here this
afternoon. And | just had a few
guestions for you. And so, the
first thing | just wanted to state
Is that a few weeks ago | was here
in Council on the floor and | got a
call from a neighbor. And whenever
you're at work and you get a call
from one of your nearby nei ghbors,
you pick up because you're liKke,
sonet hi ng' s goi ng on.

And what was going on is
that water was running brown in all
t he houses, you know, in the
nei ghbor hood, and there was sone
wor k bei ng done by the Water
Departnent, and it kicked up
sedi mrent and whatnot. And so,
people were worried, and rightfully

so, because their water was now
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br own.

And so, when j ust
t hi nki ng about what the citizens of
Chester are going through,
obviously we don't like it when
t hi ngs are goi ng wong where we
live so we don't want to push that
of f on soneone el se where they
live. And so, we certainly do
under st and exactly where you're
com ng from and what your thought
process i s there.

| wanted to al so nmake
nmention that as long as | can
remenber, the City of Phil adel phia
has been tal ki ng about where do we
put our trash. And | forget which
mayor, | don't renenber if it was
Goode or Rendell, | don't know, as
they tal ked about trash to steam
And |i ke that was sonething that
was bei ng di scussed nmany nobons ago
here in the city of Phil adel phia.

But we've been talking
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about and trying to figure out
where to put our trash for a very
long tine. And I think that now
we're at that nonent. | think that
nmy col | eague' s questi on about how
| ong, what's your tineline nakes a
| ot of sense, because assum ng that
we are going to really seriously
begi n | ooking at what are we going
to do about this situation, that
we'll have to cone up with sone
concrete resolutions and do that
now. The nonent is now to begin
t hi nki ng about that.

| wanted to know,
M. Myor, if you could talk a
little bit about what you
mentioned -- and | was unaware that
the plant is sort of |ike
waterfront. And we've got our
fantastic waterfront Wal mart here.
So I don't know who nekes these
deci si ons about what to put al ong

the waterfront, but it just makes
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absol utely no sense what soever.
Sonme of the nost val uabl e real
estate that a city or a town or

pl aces |i ke Chester that you have
I's occupied by sonething |ike this.
And | have no doubt that there's
sonme residual effect on the water
that's in the area.

So can you talk to us
about Chester's possibilities,
their econom c opportunities that
woul d exi st mnus this plant being
where it is? Because we all know
t hat Chester has been a good
nei ghbor, a nei ghbor that many of
us have been to. W have famly
and friends there. W certainly
are famliar with Chester.

But what are the
opportunities that exist that could
really propel Chester fromwhat we
know t oday and the struggles and
chal l enges that it faces, just |ike

any other nmunicipality, the
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chal | enges that you face today
versus what the opportunities could
be in having that waterfront
stretch avail able for devel opnent
and growt h and tax revenue for the
city of Chester?

MAYCR ROOTS: That's a
| ayup question there.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  1'm
trying to give it to you

MAYOR ROOTS. But
historically, you know Chester
being the oldest city and on a
river, industry |loves water, so
I ndustry is set up across the
entire waterfront in Chester.
There is very little public access
to our waterfront. Very little,
very little. Interestingly though,
where the Reworl d Covanta pl ant
sits, it's right next door to our
partner, the Phil adel phia Union
St adi um and Conpl ex.

Now, over the |ast year,
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year and a half, they've taken what
used to be a parking | ot and turned
It into a youth sports necca, and
they just cut the ribbon just three
nont hs ago on a $100 mllion
sportsplex on their property.

So the Phil adel phi a
Uni on franchi se believes in the
wat erfront property, so nuch so
that they've invested over $100
mllion in expansion in the | ast
year, year and a half. They're
| ooking to acquire nore space.
Because as soon as they opened it
up for youth sports activity, they
ran out of space al nost
i mredi ately. So they're still
acquiring the small parcel s that
are left to expand that operation
to have 50 acres right next door to
them They may not need all that
for sports, but it would open it up
to what we know as just this

absol utely beautiful waterfront
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community that could be both
comrercial and residentially
utilized wth condos and shoppi ng.

That was the original
plan for the stadium The stadi um
was to go here. There's a wharf
building that's Cass A office
space there, right in the m ddle.
It was supposed to be the
residential commercial space, but
the building took place in 2008,
right, when the banks tanked so
they had to take every doll ar that
they could nuster just to put the
st adi um up.

The financial situation
in Anerica right nowis far
different than it was in 2008.
People are ready to invest in
Chester. There is no waterfront
for themto invest in. This would
be a prinme location directly next
door to where the biggest

investnent in this whole region has

Page 76

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on the Environment

occurr ed.

So | can just tell you
the tax revenue that will cone as a
result of people building there, if
not hing el se, a four-star hotel
right there on that place would be
a very strong investnent, and we've
had people interested in doing
that. People fly into the city to
play sports in the city of Chester
ri ght now.

The World Cup or the
Club Wrld Cup that happened | ast
summer, the teamthat was here
actually stayed at the DuPont Hot el
in WImngton. That's got to nake
you upset. You didn't even get any
of that noney. And the hotels that
are in Chester are also considered
ai rport hotels because of their
proximty.

So hotel space, condos,
retail, when we get hundreds of

young peopl e playing down there
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every day and thousands on the
weekend, their parents are dropping
them off for the soccer tournanent,
soccer canps with nothing to do,
nothing to do. They're just
hanging out. So in order to have
roomfor the restaurants, for the
bars, for the entertai nment space
that is super prine, probably the
nost prime space on our waterfront
in the city.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: |
thi nk that, you know, having that
I nformati on about what has al ready
happened there just recently and to
know t hat there has been this 100
mllion dollar sports conplex
that's been just recently opened,
you know, the Phil adel phia Union's
i nvol ved t hey want nore space.

When you thi nk about
that -- ny daughter plays |acrosse.
And | just know when you travel

around to these different places,
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you need hotels, you need
restaurants, you want shoppi ng.
There's a whol e econom ¢ engi ne
that goes wth what has al ready
been produced there.

And so, | don't know if
it's been formalized in terns of
what an econom ¢ redevel opnent pl an
| ooks like for that waterfront, but
| would strongly encourage, if it's
not al ready done, to do that as
soon as possible to put it on the
table that there are other things
that are desirable for Chester
besi des trash and incinerators.

MAYOR ROOTS: | will
send you and all of you here on the
commttee the plans that were done
by the Riverfront Alliance. It's a
group of the biggest businesses in
Chester whose concern basically is
the waterfront fromend to end.

The plan is there. W'Ill be happy

to send it to you.
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COUNCI LWOMAN BASS: And
| just have one other quick
gquestion for you, because |'m
certain that there's considerable
econom ¢ profit fromthe operators
of the incinerator right now. And
so, I'd |like to know what kind of
econom ¢ conpensati on has Chester
received fromthese operators?

MAYOR ROOTS: Yeah. You
tal ked two things there. W
believe that the Chester plant
that's owned by Reworld Covanta is
their biggest, biggest profit
center of all the places that they
have. Wy, because it's the ol dest
and it operates at a very, very
high level. It pretty nuch
operates at 99% of capacity every
day.

| think it's a fabul ous
busi ness nodel where peopl e pay you
to send you their fuel and then you

get paid fromthe electricity
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that's made fromit and then
sonebody buys the ash. There
couldn't be a better business nodel
that will give you straight profit.
We know on the back of a napkin how
much we believe that they're
bringing inin terns of profit, but
that's neither here nor there.

Your second question is
how much does it benefit the city.
There's a host agreenent that
brings the city about $5 mllion a
year. And that's not just
(i naudi ble), but it's sonething
that hasn't escalated at all. It's
been |l ocked in for, like |I said,
20, 25 years. There's been no
escal ator. There's been no
formul a.

As the profit increases,
the city receives additional
benefit. As the Health
Comm ssi oner nentioned earlier,

they do contribute maghtily in the
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Page 82
community. Wen | nake the call
and say sone organi zation woul d
| ove for you to fund snacks or
goodies or trinkets for the events,
t hey never say no, but it's --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Well, they shouldn't if you're
aski ng for snack noney, you know.
They shoul dn't.

MAYOR ROOTS: Well,
that's ny point. That's ny point.
It's really quite outrageous. |f
you ask for peanuts, you're just a
nonkey. So that's where we are --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Ckay. |'mnot even going to touch
t hat one, you know, because we can
really go deep on that. But | just
think for the anount of danmage that
they're doing and the response in
terns of there being a giveback
that they do this for the
community, they do that.

And when we tal k about a
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$5 million contribution to the
operation of the city of Chester
t hat has been that sane $5 million
forever, |'"'moutraged. It's just
really speaking to the fact that
this is all about profit --

MAYOR ROOTS: W al so
generate electricity, but not
a kilowatt.

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS: So
t hank you. Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOMAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you so much, Counci | nenber
Bass.

Counci | menber Ahmad.
And then we're going to wap up
this panel and nove on to our
second panel .

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

And thank you all for
the excellent testinony to frane
this for us to really | ook at those

hi dden costs that are hard to
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quantify, right, with dollars and
cents. This is a noral question.
| know peopl e want every | ast
detail of how exactly we're going
to put this here, there and
everywhere that's going to cone,
but we do not answer the noral
guestion which is how have we
allowed this to go on for this
long. That's the first step.
That's the first step.

So | appreciate
everybody trying to be, you know,
specific about things. Every tine
we have change in our country, in
our world, any tine there's a
di sruption there's a pushback.
That's expected, right, especially
t hose who are in the business of
gi ving those services that you're
trying to change.

So | think having the
mayor here speaks to that. He's

the el ected representative of your
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citizens in Chester. Your word
carries a | ot of weight because you
have taken and you understand t hat
there's going to be a cost for
making this transition, but the
cost to not doing it is greater.

The cost to not doing it
IS going to cause harm for
generations to cone. So | appl aud
all of you. It's nore of a
statenent. | have a | ot of
guestions, but the questions are
all sort of, you know, can be
answer ed.

| just want to piggyback
on what ny col | eague Counci | menber
O Rour ke sai d about the other
muni ci pality which has a -- other
state that has a long investnent or
a long contract, so they m ght not
be t hi nking about this. And |
t hi nk Counci | renber Gaut hi er kind
of pointed at it. There's been a

change in who is going to | ead that
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city, and I think this is an
opportune nonment to get in there
and to have a conversation and to
see how that can be noved.

Because if we have all
the people who are utilizing your
city for dunping our trash, then
you have a stronger position. And
there's al so sone renuneration that
shoul d cone fromall of us doing
this for this long. | don't want
to put a crinp on our budget, but |
think we owe you sonething for
continuing to do that. And New
York can also -- they have a
massi ve, nore, bigger budget. They
owe you sonething as well.

So | think there's a way
to configure this so that the
actual cost to you is going to be
m nimzed. And then of course, you
gave us the offset fromthe
econom ¢ devel opnent. So nore

power to you. Keep doing this.
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Your peopl e have spoken
t hrough you and all of you. |
appreciate that. And we're here,
at least | amhere as the Public
Health Chair to work with you to
see if we need to refine sone
t hi ngs and we need to get nore
details for people to wap their
heads around, | am happy to do that
wi th you.

So thank you, Madam
Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council nenber Ahmad.

| also wanted to take a
nmonment to acknowl edge the presence
of Council President Kenyatta
Johnson, who | know cares deeply
about these issues.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
kay. And with that, | just want
to thank you for your tine. Thank

you for sharing your story. Thank
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you for being here to stand up for
your people. It's very inspiring.
Thank you so nuch.

WIl the derk please
call the next panel of witnesses to
testify.

THE CLERK: The second
panel includes Carlton WIIi ans,
Director of Clean and Geen, Cty
of Phil adel phia; and Crystal Jacobs
Shi pman, Sanitation Conm ssi oner
for the City of Phil adel phi a.

(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Good afternoon, Director WIIlians,
Commi ssi oner Jacobs, to the whole
team Thank you so nuch for being
here today.

Director WIIians,
pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed with your
t esti nony.

MR WLLIAMS: Good

Page 88

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on the Environment

af t ernoon, Chairperson Gauthier and
menbers of the Commttee on the
Environment. M nane is Carlton
Wlliams. |'mthe D rector of
Clean and Green Initiatives for the
city of Philadel phia. Joining ne
today is Sanitation Comm ssioner
Crystal Jacobs Shipnman. And we are
here to testify regarding Bill No.
250768, a bill that seeks to
prohibit the Gty of Philadel phia
from sendi ng waste or recycl able
materials to a waste energy
facility.

The City's Sanitation
Di vision coll ects approximately
600, 000 tons of nunicipal solid
waste material each year and
approxi mately 85,000 tons of
recyclable material. The Gty of
Phi | adel phia contracts with private
wast e conpani es to haul and di spose
of municipal solid waste material .

The city does not
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collect fromlarge scale comerci al
establishnments or private
busi nesses that are not within the
sanitation regulations. These
entities contract directly with
wast e conpani es outside the city's
contract and di spose of
approximately 1 mllion tons of
mat eri al annual | y.

The Sanitation
Departnment utilizes private waste
conpani es that provide transfer
stations and disposal facilities to
manage waste from approxi mately
550, 000 households. The city also
owns one transfer station in
Nort hwest Phil adel phia. Transfer
stations allow city trash
conpactors to unload material to
| ocations around the city
officially, where the material is
then rel oaded into | arger vehicles
to transport to its final

destination at a disposal facility.
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The Sanitation
Depart ment uses four transfer
stations across the city. Three of
these stations are privately-owned
and one is owed by the city. The
solid waste material is transferred
fromthe transfer station to | ong-
term di sposable cities that are
| ocated outside the city.

There are two conpani es
t hat manage and di spose of the city
solid waste. These conpanies are
W fornerly known as Waste
Managenent, Inc. and Reworl d,
previ ously known as Covanta. The
city entered into the contracts
Wi th these conpanies on July 1,
2018. The term of the nunici pal
solid waste contract was a four
year plus three 1l-year renewable
options for seven years.

The city is currently in
the final year of the contract term

and a new request for proposal is
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scheduled to be released this fall,
with the new contract agreenent
scheduled to be in place by July 1,
2026. The present contract

(i naudi bl e) attracted conpani es
primarily used to waste di sposal
practices to dispose of the city's
wast e, which include landfill and
waste to energy.

VW owns |andfills in
Tullytown and Fairless Hlls, both
are located in Bucks County, to
di spose of approxi mately 430, 000 or
roughly 70% of the city's nuni ci pal
waste. Reworld owns a waste to
energy facility in Chester and
di sposes of approximately 180, 000
to 200,000 tons of waste, which
represents about 30%

There is a | ongstandi ng
debate on the inpact these
facilities have on both health and
the environnent. Sone advocates

bel i eve that waste to energy

Page 92

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on the Environment

facilities negatively inpact air
gquality and cause adverse health
effects, while others contend that
| andfills produce harnful nethane
gas and | eachate that negatively

I npact the environnent.

Bill No. 250768 seeks to
end the city's practice of
utilizing waste to energy
facilities. It also contends that
they are far nore hazardous than
landfills when it conmes down to the
health of those who lIive near these
facilities, especially in the case
of the residents in Chester, Pa.

The adm ni stration
applauds the bill's efforts to
i nprove air quality and
envi ronnental justice concerns for
the residents of Chester. However,
there's a need for nore objective
data to support the clains of this
bill inits entirety. There are

both pros and cons to both waste
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di sposal facility processes.

Wast ed energy reduces
wast e vol une about 90% produces
energy and can reduce greenhouse
gases conpared to landfills.
However, waste to energy facilities
can be a source of air pollution
and generate ash that needs proper
di sposal. Landfills take up
significant |and, increase harnful
nmet hane gas and have a risk of
gr oundwat er cont am nati on.

According to the US
Envi ronmental Protection Agency,
Sust ai nabl e Materi al Managenent
H erarchy of 2016, waste to energy
IS viewed as a nore sustainable
practice than traditional
landfills. The hierarchy ranks
vari ous waste nanagenent practices
fromthe nost to | east
environnmental |y preferred.

The hi erarchy pl aces

enphasi s on reducing, reusing and
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recycling and conposting as key to
the materials managenent. The city
I's seeking to award a new contract
that is both fiscally responsible
and environnmental |y sustainable in
managi ng the city's nunicipal solid
wast e.

W need additional data
to ensure that we are awardi ng the
best viable option to manage the
city's waste. Additional data is
needed to ensure that we consi der
all inpacts of both waste to energy
and landfills have on the
envi ronment, specifically as it
relates to Phil adel phia and our
surroundi ng conmuni ti es.

W need to | ook beyond
traditional solid waste disposal
practi ces and devel op new
strategies that are both
envi ronnment al , sustai nabl e and
cost-effective. For exanple, the

city of Chicago uses an anaerobic
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di gester systemto produce energy
and nutrient-rich soil conpost.
This type of systemincreases the
diversion rate trenendously and is
nore environnental |y sustai nabl e
than both landfills and WE.

The Gty of Phil adel phia
is utilizing a new process to
review all bidders and responses to
the RFP, including environnental
sustainability, capacity and cost,
all of which are part of the
negoti ati on process. The RFP
I ncl udes a provision that allows
for an objective analysis and
eval uation of the various waste
strategies. This will allow for an
effective and efficient
determ nati on of the environnental
I npacts of each option submtted.

We are hoping that this
RFP wi |l encourage nmultiple waste
conpanies to offer solutions that

provi de environnental |y sustai nabl e
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and fiscally responsi bl e proposal s
for the city to consider that neet
the vision for a safer, cleaner,
greener Phi | adel phi a.

Therefore, we
respectfully request that Bill No.
250768 be held in commttee until
the results of the RFP are
conpl eted and nore data is
avai |l abl e to consider all options
to manage and di spose of the city's
muni ci pal waste. Thank you for
your commtnent to public health
and the environnent.

And | would like to give
Comm ssi oner Shi pman t he
opportunity to offer further
testinony on Bill No. 250768, and
we'll respond to any nore questions
after she delivers her testinony.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you.

Comm ssi oner, thank you

so nmuch for being here today.
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Pl ease state your nanme for the
record and proceed with your
testi nony.

COW SSI ONER JACOBS
SH PVMAN: |'m Crystal Jacobs
Shi pman, Sanitation Conm ssi oner
for the Gty of Philadel phia. Good
afternoon, nenbers of the Conmttee
on the Environnment. And thank you,
Madam Chair, for this opportunity
to share a bit about sanitation
obligations to ensure solid waste
and recycling are collected and
processed efficiently and
responsi bly.

The Departnent of
Sanitation supports the Gty of
Phi | adel phia's efforts for a
cl eaner, greener, safer city
t hrough t he managenent and di sposal
of waste and the provision of
cl eani ng, beautification,
educati onal progranm ng and

enforcenment of the sanitation code.
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The Departnent of Sanitation is
responsi bl e for a nunber of
prograns and direct services,

i ncl udi ng recycling, education, a
robust, mechani cal street cleaning
program bul k collection services,
operation of six sanitation
conveni ence centers, illegal
dunpi ng surveillance canera
nmonitoring and renedi ati on,
managenent of the Big Belly Sol ar
Trash Can system the Sweep Unit,
Phi | adel phi a More Beautiful Bl ock
Captain Network, 10 Counci l
District residential base cleaning
teans and direct support of the
13-week cityw de cl eaning, PHL TCB
and Future Track prograns.

One of our greatest
charges is the managenent of the
city's waste disposal contracts.
The Gty of Philadel phiais
required to have a nunici pal waste

managenent plan that is devel oped
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and approved under Pennsyl vani a
State Act 101.

Act 101 requires that we
use a fair, open and conpetitive
process for selecting anong
al ternati ve wast e nmanagenent
prograns or facilities. Act 101
requi renents apply to our basic
pl anni ng deci si ons, including the
types of prograns and facilities
used to pronote waste reduction and
recycling.

W are required to
assure the Departnent of
Envi ronnmental Protection that we
foll ow the | aw when sel ecti ng anong
al ternatives presented during our
request for a proposal process. As
a part of this procurenent process,
respondents to the RFP may submt
proposals for alternative
processi ng technologies. W are
interested in technol ogy that

offers the opportunity to recover
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organi cs, textiles and other
potentially recyclable materials
fromthe waste streamto be nmanaged
for recovery, energy recovery or
reuse.

We are al so responsi bl e
for ensuring that disposal capacity
is avail able for private and
muni ci pal collections for a 10-year
period. Pennsylvania has 46 active
landfills and six resource recovery
or waste to energy facilities that
manage over 20 mllion tons per
year of nmunicipal waste.

The chall enge for us is
the city has limted options for
di sposal. And al though we are
exploring a variety of future
di sposal options, what we currently
do have at our disposal as
alternatives to WIE i s expected to
reach capacity in less than 10
years. The budget for our

muni ci pal waste contracts is $52.7
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mllion for solid waste and 10
mllion for recycling.

Due to variable pricing,
we paid roughly $77 per ton in FY25
and $80 per ton in FY26 for solid
wast e and $100 per ton for
recycling, down from $110 this past
sumer. Elimnating a disposal
opti on woul d have adverse effects
in several ways, potentially
yielding an estimated 12% i ncrease
in cost. It would also present
addi tional challenges for
collecting trash on tine, adding to
the carbon footprint by placing
nmore trucks on roadways for | onger
periods of tinme, plus the effects
of i ncreased nethane gas and
groundwat er pollutants for any
additional material placed in the
landfill.

An objective study is
bei ng conducted by a private

consulting firmto neasure the
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envi ronnent al i npacts and ot her
consi derations and respondents to
the RFP for waste to energy and
landfill disposal facilities with
current solid rmunicipal waste
contracts with the city.

At present, the city
sends roughly 60% of trash to
landfills and 40%is processed via
waste to energy. Two of the four
landfills available to us at
present have limted capacity to
handl e any significant quantities
fromthe city.

The primary conpetition
for city tonnage in this market is
the WM Fairless Hlls landfill and
the Reworld WIE facility in terns
of having a significant anmount of
capacity. Both have transfer
stations in the city. Republic,
whi ch operates the Conestoga
landfill, also has a transfer

facility in the city.
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The city currently uses
about 30% of WM capacity that was
accepted in 2025. If all city
tonnage was sent to Fairless Hlls,
this would increase to 56% To
mtigate the i ssue, WM woul d need
to nove tonnage from New York and
New Jersey to other landfills or
utilize nore design capacity.

The chall enge for WMis
New York and New Jersey pay a
significant premumfor the
capacity at $110 to $150 per ton.
| f nore design capacity is used,
the life of the landfill is
reduced. Fairless Hlls landfill
has an expected 7 to 10 years of
capacity remaining. Sending all of
the city's tonnage woul d have an
I mpact on pricing.

As the options for
di sposal becone |imted, pricing is
expected to increase. Less

conpetition or alternative options
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equal s higher premuns. The G ays
Ferry Transfer Station does not
have the capacity to handl e added
city tonnage due to the truck count
associated with their permt for
the facility.

Any addi tional tonnage
will either need to be delivered to
the WM site or to use the Northwest
transfer station. Limting tonnage
to one conpany woul d be very
difficult and potentially costly.
Qur hope is that this RFP w ||
encourage nultiple waste reduction
conpanies to offer sound sol utions
that provide environnentally
sustai nable and fiscally
responsi bl e proposals for the city
t o consi der.

Having a nultitude of
options allows the city to
negoti ate rates and get the best
val ue or bang for our buck.

Therefore, we respectfully request
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that Bill No. 250768 be held in
commttee while the city undergoes
the RFP process and until

additional data is avail able for
options to manage and di spose of
the city's nunicipal waste. W are
happy to respond to questions at
this tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you so much. | have a couple
guestions and then I'Il pass it off
to commttee nenbers.

First, I want to talk
about the timng of the objective
sort of study that you asked for.
Mayor Roots stated that he sent a
letter to the adm nistration asking
Phi | adel phia to stop sendi ng our
trash to the incinerator in Chester
a year ago.

And then, Director
Wl lianms, during a budget hearing
you told this body on the record

that the city was interested in
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phasi ng out incineration. And so,
| want to understand nore about
when we officially contracted with
the firmthat's looking into
alternatives to incineration. Was
It a year ago when we received the
letter from Chester |eadership and
Mayor Roots and when you first
expressed support on record or was
it after the Stop Trashing our Ar
Act was i ntroduced?

MR WLLIAMS: So,
Counci | woman, thank you for your
guestion. W contract with MSW
Consul tants on a nunber of issues
related to waste issues in the city
of Phil adel phia. More
specifically, we |ook at waste
conposition studies. W certainly
| ook at vol unes of material and
we're al ways | ooking for ways to
I nmprove our current system

For this specific

recommendation for the Stop
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Trashing Qur Air Act, as per our
meet i ngs together we di scussed
having thema part of this RFP
process to make this a new
provi sion so that we can consi der
environnental inpacts as a real
reason for where we send our trash
and waste and not a side item

So specifically, it was
a result of a constant neans
previous to the announcenent of the
bill and nost recently reaffirned
in the RFP when we are releasing it
this fall.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
So we asked themto do this
obj ective study prior to the
I ntroduction of the |egislation,
just so I'mcorrect?

MR WLLIAMS: Yes, that
Is what we discussed together in
terns of making that a part of this
RFP. That is correct.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
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Thank you. W just heard from
Chester Gty and County's

| eadership basically begging us to
stop incinerating trash in Chester,
tal king at great |ength about the
di sparate health inpacts that
Chest er experiences because of the
I nci nerator and ot her toxic uses.

Can you please let ne
know i f you think they're being
subjective in their data or is that
not enough data to hel p us nake
thi s deci sion?

MR WLLIAMS: No, |
think they're very passionate and
very serious about the inpacts that
it has. As fromthe Cty of
Phi | adel phi a's perspective, | think
that we need to | ook at all options
where we're making this very
critical decision about how we
manage our waste in the future.

And | agree that there is sone

health concerns. There's health
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concerns with landfills as well.

We shoul d be I ooking at
all options and using this process
as a way to be able to direct our
waste accordingly. There's ways
for us to benefit if we manage our
trash correctly. And | nentioned,
| know you were with ne in the city
of Chicago at the GPLEX Summt this
year. | was very inpressed to see
an anaerobi c digestive system
sonething that |'ve been pushing
for the past 10 years.

We put a provision in
our previous contract that allows
us to actually pilot that material.
W want to do the sane things here.
So | think it's inportant that we
| ook at all options. W certainly
need to consider the health effects
on Chester, but we also need to
| ook at what the total anount of
our waste streamis doing to all

I npacts of our environnent.
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COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
This is a pretty long term
contract, correct? So if we enter
into this contract again at the end
of the fiscal year, we would not
have an opportunity to take this up
again until after the Parker
adm nistration; is that correct?

MR WLLIAMS: So the
previous contracts are four years
plus three 1-year renewabl e
options. To say that we can do a
one year and then evaluate it again
may be very challenging. Not to
say it can't be done, but
admnistratively it may be
chal | engi ng and very costly,
because waste conpani es | ook for
fixed rates for long-term
stability.

Utimtely, the |onger
the termof the contract, the nore
stable and the nore valuable --

| ower the rate is. If we do a one
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year, ultimately we would have to
repeat that entire process again.
So traditionally, Councilnenber, to
answer your question | was just
trying to explain kind of the
background. It could be a | onger
term it could be a shorter term
but there are costs that go into
each.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
The likely scenario based on what
we' ve kind of done for sone tine,
is that this would be a long-term
contract that would not cone up
again until after the Parker
adm nistration; am| correct in
t hat ?

MR WLLIAVS.: W could
revisit it after four years if we
do the traditional in our current
term So four years are
guaranteed. Then you have three
1-year renewabl e option years. And

at that point, you could open it up
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again for review, which wll be
Wi thin the Parker's adm nistration.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
| m not sure how we're counti ng,
but thank you for that answer. Do
you push back on the data that cane
out of the Del aware County Health
Study that not only tal ked about
the environnental i1npacts, which
you di scuss in your testinony, but
it tal ked about the health inpacts,
which are pretty severe.

And it said that if you
Isolate incineration just in terns
of health inpacts, that it's
actually 23 tines worse,
particularly for people |iving
near, to and around the
incinerator. Do you debate that
dat a?

MR WLLIAMS: No, |
don't debate it. But when you have
conflicting information, when you

hear the United States
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Envi ronnental Protection Agency say
that waste to energy is preferred
nore than landfills, then you have
a conflict between what is being
reported versus what you're reading
In other areas. And then you hear
from where our data that we have,
we have to go on the em ssions
report fromthe EPA that says
Chester's waste to energy facility
Rewor| d violating these em ssion
standards, are they above or
exceeded, do they put controls in
pl ace to ensure. So we have a
conflict of information.

| think that we all
deserve to be able to | ook at and
eval uate and it needs to take tine
to say this is where we are, this
I's the best decision for both
residents of the city of
Phi | adel phia, the environnment and
so forth and give us the viable

options we need to nake those
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deci si ons.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you. | understand and
definitely heard in your testinony
the conflicting argunents about the
envi ronnental inpacts of
landfilling and incineration, even
t hough | al so understand that the
EPA is revisiting that guidance.
| " m aski ng about the health
I npacts. Do you have information
t hat di sputes what we've heard
about the health inpacts between
I ncineration and landfill?

MR WLLIAMS: | do not,
Counci | menber. | do not have any
I nformati on or data that disputes
that. | do know that again it is
an environnental health issue why
we agree that we need to be | ooking
at this practice as well as other
practices as well. So we do agree
with that situation as well.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
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Thank you.

Counci | menber Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

Thank you to all of you
for being here and for your
testinmony. | wanted to find out --
| saw somewhere and | can't
remenber where -- 10% of f our waste
i s handl ed through recycling. Ws
that a nunber sonebody gave in
testi nony?

MR WLLIAMS: It's
about 14% But that's very close,
Counci | menber .

COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD:  So
there's a | ot of anecdotal evidence
that recycling does not happen in
Phi | adel phia, | amtold. And so, |
faithfully separate ny trash every
Thursday when | put it out. And |
want to know, because peopl e keep
asking ne this, do we actually

recycl e?
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MR WLLIAMS. Yes,
Phi | adel phia recycles. And that is
not just a comment. That is our
focus, our canpaign. W want
peopl e to know that recycling is
definitely a practice that we
support 100% We need to do nore
of it. And I'mgoing to turn it
over to the Conm ssioner to talk
about what she has done to help
pronote it. Wen you tal k about
the hierarchy of waste and what
practices are nore preferable, we
need to reduce, reuse and recycle
nore. And that's how we get to
zero waste as opposed to either of
the practices that we're talking
about. But I'mgoing to |et
Comm ssi oner Shi pman al so comment
on the prograns that we run here in
the city.

COW SSI ONER JACOBS
SH PMAN:.  So, Dr. Ahmad, your

guestion is spot on in that
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nationally that is the thinking
that the nunicipalities just are
not recycling. 1In the city of

Phi | adel phia, we are trying to

di spel those nyths and that
thinking. A lot of that branched
out or expanded over COVID where
you had nunicipalities that

conpl etely stopped recycling
because they just didn't have the
capacity to do so.

Phi | adel phi a, we kept
goi ng, even though we were
struggling to get things up on
tinme, but we never shut down our
recycling program And so, what
we're doing is rebuilding that. W
did | aunch a new canpai gn that
starts, you know, it's getting us
back to the basics. It was just
answeri ng that question of, yes,
Phi | adel phi a recycl es.

And then the next phase

of that is getting the nessagi ng
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back i nto hones of what we do to
recycle your plastics 215, your
newspapers, your cardboard, your
al um numcans. W just had a
presentation by sone students at
Shawnont School when we opened our
North -- we did the ribbon-cutting
by Northwest Transfer Station that
tal ked about the significance of
just recycling one alum num can and
what that does in terns of energy
at a hone. And so, yes, we are on
pace and | encourage you to keep on
recycling and those of you up there
keep recycling.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Wel |, thank you for that because |
can definitely nessage that out. |
do think that we do need a
canpaign, along with all that has
been nentioned of ways to di spose
our waste. One is to reduce our
waste, to reduce packaged products.

And just the way that
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the country actually has adopted
recycling, it has dipped a little,
but it can cone back up, we know we
can change hearts and mnds in
ternms of doing that. So | would

| ove our city to actually start the
canpai gn about nmaki ng us | ook at
our habits and what we are doing
and have projections as to if we
really are doing a good job there,
how much can we reduce off our
solid waste, which would alleviate
all the problenms we're talking
about .

| know that's not going
to be 100% but we need to --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: W
need to nmake that a priority and
make our city, our residents in
Phi | adel phi a, be aware of it,
right. The second question | have
is, in terns of how you're | ooking

at putting -- how we're going to
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get rid of our solid waste, with
what the data, the conflicting data
that you saw, the question | have
for the human health risk and
nobi | e source quality assessnent
that was given to us by Reworld, is
the question did they do
| ongitudinal studies -- and |'||
ask themthis as well but you've
been | ooking at these conflicting
reports -- longitudinal studies,
because they've been there a while
now, they've been doing this for a
while, to ook at the health
out cones based on the vari abl es
we're | ooking at that give us a
poor outcone? | just wondered if
you guys are | ooking specifically
at that when you said they're
conflicting reports. That doesn't
mean one is right. Just
conflict --

MR WLLIAMS: That is

correct.
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COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  You
say sonething. | say sonething
el se. That doesn't nean -- | can
be tal king out of ny behind when |
say that, right. So | just want to
be understood clearly that actual
data gathering of real people in
Chester city over a period of tine
to | ook at before and after or over
a time period, has that been done
in order to be able to say that
there are negligible health
out cones?

MR WLLIAMS: That's a
great question. And not to ny
know edge, Council nenber. | have
not seen that data or report or
I nformation presented to ne in the
Cty of Philadel phia in our
capacity in overseeing sanitation
and operations. | did not.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: |
just wanted to put that on the

record in case | have to step out.
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MR, W LLI AVE:
Absol utel y.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD: |
want to thank both of you. You're
doing a yeoman's job to do what
you' re doing in Philadel phi a.
You're up against a lot, and this
i ncludes the illegal dunpers and
all of themwho are all
contributing to this solid waste.
And we need to nake sure every
perpetrator of illegal dunping is
hel d account abl e because that is
causing problens in our total solid
wast e process.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  But
| do urge you to take this
seriously, not just because ny
col | eague has put out this bill,
but because it's the right thing to
do, and she did the right thing
al so, that we deeply | ook at

alternatives. W actually take it
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seriously, including we use things
i ke goats to clear up, you know,
pl aces of overvegetation so we
don't have to use electric or other
nmet hods to cl ean certain places.

So that can be mnus there and the
plus that goes into the actual
solid waste and we can even out
better.

So I want you to use
every avail abl e nethod that you
have at your disposal to nmake it a
cl eaner environnent and give our
comruni ties environnental justice.
Thank you very nuch.

MR, WLLIAMS: You have
our conmm tnent, Council menber.
Thank you for your kind words.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you so nuch.

Counci | menber Dri scol |
and t hen Council menber N col as

O Rourke. And I want to
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acknow edge the presence of
Counci | menber Mark Squilla. Thanks
for joining us.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

Thank you, Director
Wl liams. Thank you, Comm ssioner.
This is a very inportant topic that
really needs to be heard by
everybody, the adm nistration
Council, our citizens, but | do
have concerns about tine franes and
contracting and inpacts.

Comm ssi oner, you said
12% \What's that in real dollars?

COWM SSI ONER JACOBS
SHPVAN: 6.5 mllion a year.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
6.5. And what is the inpact of Act
101, our procurenment process, in
general and specifically?

COW SSI ONER JACOBS
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SH PMAN:  So Act 101 | ays out what
we're required to do as a
muni ci pality wwth regards to those
waste contracts. And the parts
that's specific to the contracts
are just making sure that the
process that we lay out is both
fair, is open and it's conpetitive,
so that's the primary portion of
it. But then al so guaranteeing
that both the nmunicipality and then
the other entities around the city
that utilize the different disposal
nmechani sns that we can guarant ee
there's a 10-year period for those
uses.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
And | ast question, Madam Chair, is
wei ghi ng the environnental issues,
I n your opinion, either of you can
answer this or both if you'd like,
Is the RFP tineline delay prudent?

MR WLLIAMS: |'m

sorry. Could you repeat that,
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Counci | menber? | apol ogi ze. |
didn't hear --

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

Wei ghi ng the environnental inpacts
and issues, in your opinion, is the
delay in the procurenent is it
prudent ?

MR WLLIAMS: | think
there is significant tinme for us to
capture the data and provide a
recomendation. | think the
proposal s that we submt have to be
reviewed by City Council in the
end. So | do think that there is
enough tinme in this contract for us
to gather critical data and
information to cone up with a
proposal that we can present to
have a contract in place by July 1,
2026. That is our goal.

If it extends beyond
that, then we would have to try to
extend the existing contract if

we're | ooking for nore data and
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information, and that will cone at
a cost and a premumlike the
Comm ssi oner just nentioned as
wel | .

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
You feel the sane way,
Comm ssi oner ?

COW SSI ONER JACOBS
SH PVMAN:.  Exactly. The Director
stated it very well.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Counci |l menber.

M nority Wiip N col as
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

Di rector, Comm ssioner,
bl essings to y'all. Thank y'all
for being here. | was listening to
nmy col | eague Dr. Ahmad get us

t oget her about how nuch trash we're
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putting out. I'mfeeling kind of
convi cted about how nmuch trash ny
little household puts out every
single week. W got a new baby

t hough, so we got sone, you know,
an upkick init.

But it really does have
me t hi nki ng about what we need to
be doing, not just as a governnent
but as a city as it relates to this
matter and trying to resolve this
issue. There's a little gospel
song that says, Sweep around your
own front door before you try to
sweep around mne. And | know
there's a lot that could be said
about what other cities,
muni ci palities are doing, but | do
think it matters about what we're
doi ng.

|"'m going to be quick.
| did have a coupl e of questions,
but | want to be tight in the

interest of tinme. Comm ssioner
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Shi pman, you shared that -- and |
want to acknow edge that you

menti oned what the actual chall enge
for you was and the city has
limted -- the challenge for us is
the city has limted options for

di sposal. And al though we're
exploring a variety of future

di sposal options, what we currently
do have at our disposal as
alternatives to WIE i s expected to
reach its capacity in less than 10
years. So | just want to

acknow edge that | hear that and
that it sounds |ike a genuine
concern.

You shared that
elimnating a di sposable option
woul d potentially yield an
estimated 12% i ncrease in costs,
right. Do you have an esti nated
total cost increase per year or per
ton?

COW SSI ONER JACOBS
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SH PMAN:  No, we woul d not be able
to tell you per ton because that
woul d be a part of the process that
is offered during the RFP where
they woul d, you know, tell it -- we
go back and forth. W negotiate
the tonnage. But that 6.5 mllion
I's based off of what the cost would
be to put additional trucks out,
factors in a bit of also the
additional cost if we were
utilizing one process over the
other as well. So it's an
estimate, and we estimate that to
be about 12% hi gher than what we're
currently paying.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
(kay. Let ne get this other one
and 1'll give up ny tinme, Madam
Chair.

You said that also --
this stuck out to ne -- that
el imnating incineration wuld add

to the carbon footprint by placing
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nore trucks on roadways for |onger
periods of tinme. Another thing
that stood out to ne, because |
think that's sonmething certainly to
be considered, | know |I'm concerned
about just cars on the road in
general and addi ng nore to that,
which is the reason why we fight so
hard for SEPTA and transit, but ny
under st anding, as verified by the
Del aware County's Lifecycle
Assessnent and other studies, is
that incineration itself is far
nore harnful for health and climate
than trucking actually woul d be.
Coul d you further explain or
clarify or just speak nore to that
st at enent ?

MR WLLIAMS: Yeah.
"' m going to ask, Council nenber,
Scott McGath is our Director of
Envi ronnental Services. He
supports the evaluation effort of

t he anobunt of trucks that we use to
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take it fromtransfer stations to

| ocati on and di stance travel.

think that's where it goes in
conpari son. But Scott has nore
details as it relates to how | onger
It takes us to collect trash froma
given area in the city of

Phi | adel phia to its final

desti nati on.

MR McGRATH:  Scot't
McG at h, Environnental Planning
Director of Sanitation Departnent.
What we woul d be doing is
eval uating both equally in terns of
the options, |ooking at the
transportati on and operati onal
costs associated with all the
alternatives as well as the inpacts
at the disposal sites.

So we woul d be addi ng
bot h pi eces together to see what
the cunul ative i npact of both would
be. So we're not saying that

transportation costs are greater
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I npact than, say, waste energy
costs, but we're |ooking at the
cumul ative effect of both options
on both landfill disposal options
as well as the waste disposal
options. So we'd be | ooking at the
whol e system as a whol e.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Wel |, thank you for that
clarification. | don't want to eat
up all the tinme. | would engage
with you alittle bit nore around
that point if we did have the tine.
But | do think it's inportant that
we consi der exactly what you said,
exactly the whole total inpact.
And | know that we are, you know,
the idea that we need to be
shifting over this to try to figure
out what's the best bal ance, but |
think we do need to take seriously
what Del aware County authorities
are telling us as it relates to the

actual inpact that we wll be

Page 134

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on the Environment

havi ng by making certain shifts.
That havi ng been said, again thank
you all for your time. Appreciate
your service to the city.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOMAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council nmenber. Thank
you SO much

Thank you to all of you
for being here today, for your
testinmony and for your worKk.

MR. WLLIAMS: Thank
you, Council nenber. Thank you for
an opportunity to testify. Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Ch, sorry. Council nmenber Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you so nmuch. And | just have
a qui ck question, because a | ot of
it has been said but | wanted to
pi ggyback off of Council nmenber
Ahmad. And what we do -- as we

| ook at this challenge as an
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opportunity, nobody supports
pol l uting our air, poisoning our
air or poisoning our land, right.
It's |Iike choosing which one you
want to do nore than the other.

We know that it's a
chal | enge, right, incinerating.
W' re never going to incinerate our
way out of waste. Landfills, we
know are getting fully nmet, with
Conrail |ooking at transfer
stations because we m ght have to
transfer this trash further and
further away. And yes, there's
cost associ at ed.

But the opportunity
cones in as what do we do and | ook
at what other nunicipalities are
doi ng around the country in
recycling waste, not only plastic
bottl es, cardboards, but food,
right. W talk about food

i nsecurities and how --

(Appl ause.)
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you. How do we | ook at that?
We have businesses and | think it's
California, somewhere in California
has SB, | forget the nunber of it,
1383 or whatever, where restaurants
and places that get rid of food are
not allowed to dunp it, right.

They have to then reuse the food,
send it to a processing plant, use
it for cooked materials, whether
it's for animals or for shelters or
for school children. These are
good quality foods that we end up

t hrow ng out.

So by reducing the
waste, we can then elimnate the
need for these incineration
stations for our landfills.

Chi cago has a plan of using waste
for energy, right. This
opportunity | think that's here
today brings us a different

opportunity on reducing those
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| evel s, | ooking outside the box at
ot her ways to send our waste or to
reuse our waste in a way so it
doesn't go to a landfill, it
doesn't go to an incinerator.

And | want to thank
Counci | menber Gaut hier for bringing
this up, because | think we need to
really look at all these things.
And right now we don't have a good
solution. And what solution is
best, land or air. But | think
it'll help us and guide us to bring
us to those alternatives that we
could do as far as recycling,
reuses of food, and we're talking
about the food insecurities out
there. W need to be able to | ook
at things that we have where we
really waste a | ot of stuff that
can be reused.

And | think just | ook at
ot her municipalities and using our

city governnent to have -- and
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know you do sone of these things,
but how do we then project this
into the future to becone bigger
and therefore having this
conversation say, well, we're not
going to send our materials to be
incinerated in Chester, we're not
going to send it to a landfill
that's being filled and then we
woul d have to worry about five
years fromnow, we're going to send
it out to another state and anot her
area to pollute that area. So are
there ways that you're | ooking at
now and what we can do in the
future --

MR WLLIAMS: Yeah. In
nmy testinony, | stated one of the
ways that we are | ooking very
seriously at is anaerobic
di gestion. | think that is the key
for us to talk exactly what you
just nmentioned, Council nmenber, and

t hank you for bringing that up.
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30% of our waste stream
right nowis material that we can
conpost and turn into that energy
in a safe manner that doesn't
I mpact our surroundi ng conmuniti es.
And we need to | ook at ways in
whi ch we can continue to invest in
that. That is the only true way to
get to zero waste. W can increase
recycling and we can | ook at
repackagi ng and how material is
ultimately produced and how
products and the |ife expectancy
getting rid of single-use plastics,
so many other ways in which we can
here in the city of Phil adel phia
elimnate the need to rely on
ei ther wasted energy facilities or
landfills for a safer environnent.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Well, | think sone of that may have
to be legislated. | nean, there's
ways to do it through a carrot to

incentivize it, maybe it's a tax
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i ncentive for businesses who
participate, right. There's a cost
associated with -- people pay to
get trash disposed of, right.
Real |y they could reduce their
trash, their disposing and pay for
us to reuse their food and ot her
t hi ngs.

So | think legislation-
W se, whether it's a carrot or a
stick or both, I think we need to
| ook at what ever those
recomendations are. And | know we
have plenty of coll eagues on
Council to be able to do that. And
sonetinmes carrots don't always work
and you may need a stick to say,
you can no |onger get rid of your
food waste, you can't throw your
food waste out, right, we can reuse
this, what you're considering food
waste, not stuff people eat on a
platter, but stuff that's left over

that we just dispose of.
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So |I'd be happy to work
with you, and I know we have
col | eagues who w Il be happy to
work with you to do that. And
think the true opportunity here is
to really ook at how do we get the
zero waste in a way that's
meani ngful, but also that we could
then have data show ng the
reduction of our waste and not
spendi ng noney on just sending it
di fferent places.

(Appl ause.)

MR WLLIAMS: Agree.
Thank you, sir. And thank you,
Counci | menber Gauthier. Really
appreciate it. Look forward to
wor king with you.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you. Likew se.

WIl the Cerk please
call the next panel of w tnesses.

THE CLERK: Third panel

i ncl udes Kim Bradford, Reworld
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Envi ronnmental Affairs; and Brian
St ormv nd, AECOM AVP of
Envi ronnmental Affairs.

(Wtnesses approached
Wi t ness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Good afternoon and thank you for
joining us today. Please state
your name for the record and
proceed wth your testinony.

M5. BRADFORD: Good
afternoon. M nane is Kim
Bradf ord. Good afternoon, Madam
Chai rwoman Gaut hi er and the
Environnmental Commttee. M/ nane
is KimBradford and |'m a proud
resident of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, District 4 for eight
years, residing in the Wnnewood
nei ghbor hood.

| am a Pennsyl vani a
envi ronnent al manager for Reworl d.
The Chester facility is a

sust ai nabl e waste solution facility
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that hel ps a w de range of
muni ci pal, comercial and

I ndustrial clients recover, recycle
and rei magi ne wast e.

Rewor | d al so operates
sust ai nabl e wast e managenent
facilities throughout the United
St ates and Canada, co-located in
ur ban, suburban and rural areas,
converting waste into renewabl e
energy. In fact, countries such as
Germany, the Netherlands and Sweden
have enacted legislation to
mnimze the use of landfills as a
wast e managenent option. These
countries, the United Nations and
the US EPA all recognize waste to
energy as a superior to landfills,
which is the third | argest source
of met hane, the climate-damgi ng
gr eenhouse gas.

Li ke nearly all waste
managenent processes, the Chester

facility does have air em ssions.
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| work with themon a daily basis.
Unlike landfills, these em ssions
are strictly regulated in
accordance with permts issued by
PADEP.

It is ny job to work
closely with the facility to ensure
that the facility conplies with
these requirenents. Qur emn ssions
are up to 99% bel ow perm tted
| evel s and we're proud of that.

Qur share of em ssions within the
County's air shed is very snmall.

We represent just 1% of the fine
particul ate em ssions in the county
and one-tenth of 1% of the VOC

em ssions. The primary sources of
pol lutions are nobile, such as cars
and trucks.

A human ri sk assessnent
conpl eted by an independent study
this year in accordance with EPA
prot ocol s denonstrate that the

operations of our facility is
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protective of human heal th.

Consi stent with our environnental
justice policy, Reworld seeks to
engage i n neani ngful, two-way
comuni cation with the communities
I n which we operate.

As a result of this
comm tmrent, we enbarked on four
maj or projects to enhance our
operations. W have provided
access to our realtine em ssions
nmonitoring data. |'mpleased to
share with you that the em ssion
data for the Chester facility is
avai |l abl e online as we speak.

In 2021, we | aunched a
voluntary testing programto reduce
our NOx em ssions. During this
testing period, the project
transitioned fromvoluntary to
required in order to conply with
the PADEP RACT |1l rule. The
per manent system has been

operati onal since Decenber 30, 2024
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and has achi eved a 21% NOx
reduction in our em ssions.

In 2024, Reworl| d began
repl acing our steamvent nufflers
wi t h advanced noi se sil encers
designed to significantly reduce
noi se i npact beyond the facility's
fence line. This project is
schedul ed for conpletion in 2026.

This year, we conducted
a carbon injection trial test to
expl ore the potential for further
reduci ng our nercury em ssions.
The testing programwas very
successful, denonstrating that the
facility could achieve a 99%
reduction in nercury em ssions.
Next year we will initiate
regul atory permtting process for
this project, with construction and
system conmm ssi oni ng scheduled to
begin in 2027. And |I'mproud to
say that |1've worked on three of

these projects and |I' mvery proud
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of the acconplishnments of these
proj ects.

W continue to wel cone
constructive two-way conmuni cation
Wi th community stakehol ders. W
use this feedback to inprove our
outreach efforts and environnental
performance. This is not just a
commtnment for today. It is a
comm tnment for the future. Thank
you for scheduling this hearing on
today and for giving us an
opportunity to present our
acconplishnents to the conmttee.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you for being here today and
for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

MR STORMN ND: My nane
Is Brian StormM nd and | work with
AECOM So |I'm here to speak about

t he studi es that have been
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menti oned. AECOM conducted a
health ri sk assessnent, a nulti-
pat hway health risk assessnent and
air quality nodeling studies to
assess the potential health inpacts
to the residents of Chester and
surroundi ng ar eas.

The studies were
conducted wi th EPA Environnental
Prot ecti on Agency nodel s and
met hods. The health risk
assessnent is a conprehensive
anal ysi s designed to eval uate
facilities, air em ssions and
exposure to residents. The studies
are based on actual em ssions of
netals |ike arsenic, nercury,
chrom um and organi ¢ conpounds |ike
di oxi ns and PAHs, based on recent
years of stack-testing data.

The health risk
assessnent is a nulti-pathway
assessnent, which neans that there

are various exposure routes. W
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have direct through inhal ation and
also -- by the way, the inhalation
I s based on the maxi num nodel ed air
concentrations. W also assess

I ngestion, which is an indirect

pat hway of the conpounds that enter
the food chain through deposition
onto soils, plant, water bodies and
associ at ed wat er sheds.

The deposition cones
froma nodel and the netals and the
contam nants on the surface of
particles get into the soil, onto
wat er bodi es, and water shed is
kind of funneled into water bodies.
Then the anal ysis al so includes the
I ngestion of fish and residenti al
backyard gardens where you have
sone produce, but we also -- so
that's for residential exposure.

W al so | ooked at a
subsi stence farm which turns out
to be kind of |ike a hypotheti cal

| ocati on because there's no real
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cl ose beef and dairy farm but the
farm was assuned to have produce,
beef and dairy. And all of these
anal yses focused where the maxi num
air concentrations and deposition
rates were nodel ed.

There was a nunber of
conservative assunptions that were
I ncorporated, as required by EPA in
t hese anal yses, including assuned
I ngestion rates of |ocally-caught
fish and consunption of produce and
ani mal products. And that aspect
of the nodel is neant to be
conprehensive. W're not just
| ooking at the air that you
breathe. But what if you had a
backyard garden or what if you did
a lot of fishing and you ate a | ot
of fish. And the ingestion rates
of those things are prescribed by
EPA.

Utimately, the results

of the analysis were eval uated
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relative to EPA threshol ds that
t hey deem acceptable for facilities
such as this, the air em ssions
associated with facilities |ike
t hese for cancer and noncancer
effects.

W al so did an
addi tional analysis for fine
particul ate nmatter, where we | ooked
at the air em ssions fromtrucks
associ ated with the operation of
the facility as well as the
facility stack. So the cancer and
t he noncancer thresholds, they're a
little bit different than what we
did with the particul ate em ssi ons.
The EPA al so provi des nati onal
anbient air quality standards. The
particul ate standards are -- well,
t he NACS were devel oped by EPA to
be protective of the nost sensitive
popul ati ons, including children,
the elderly and individuals with

respiratory conditions |ike asthna.
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So the results of the
health ri sk assessnent show t hat
the facility, as you can see in the
report, were below the threshol ds
for cancer, acceptable cancer rate,
as well as noncancer. And the
truck em ssions anal ysis, and again
the focus was particulate natter,
and the stack results were well
bel ow t he national anbient air
gquality standards, which were again
designed to be protective of public
health. And that concludes ny
t esti nony.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you so much. | have a couple
questions and then I'I|l pass it off
to the Commttee nmenbers.

The Departnent of
Envi ronnental Protection issued
Reworld a violation for not
nmoni toring radi oactive waste at
your incinerator. Wy were you not

moni toring? And what assurances do
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we have that you wll operate in
good faith noving forward since
you' ve proven in the past that you
woul d i gnore inportant safety
measures i ke this one?

And then as a foll ow up,
the EPA reports that your
I nci nerator operates in violation
of the Clean Air Act. Please
explain specifically why you
received this violation and what
steps you're taking to correct it.

MS5. BRADFORD: Ckay. So
first, as it pertains to the
radi oacti ve waste, that was
associated with -- actually we
noni tor every single truck across
our scales. They go through our
radi ati on detectors. The radiation
detector will alarmand it wl|
then activate our radiation
pr ot ocol .

The truck was put into

i solation where we were in the
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process of identifying the isotope
and also to get -- to get a permt
for it to go off site. The truck
cal ling conpany trespassed on the
prem ses in the mddle of the night
and they obtained the truck
W t hout -- w thout our prior
aut hori zati on, because we woul d
never, one, process radioactive
wast e above our threshol ds and,
two, we would never allow for
sonmeone to then active -- once the
truck is -- once our protocol is
activated, it's our duty to then,
you know, figure out the correct
deposition for it.

So they cane onto the
facility in the mddle of the
ni ght, apprehended the truck
wi t hout our knowl edge. W actually
self-reported it in accordance with
our plan. Qur plan requires that
in the event, if such thing

happens, that we have to self-
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report and that is what we did.

And as a result of self-reporting,
the truck driver comng --
trespassing our facility in the

m ddl e of the night, we were issued
the notice of violation for that
event .

So the waste was not --
the waste was identi -- the truck
was identified as having
radi oactive waste init. W were
in the process of identifying what
it was and they apprehended their
truck without it. That's what
happened.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
| understand that you self-
reported. But what are you
doing -- | nean, it's your job to
noni tor what's happeni ng on your
property. \What are you doing to
ensure that that doesn't happen
agai n?

M5. BRADFORD:
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Basically, our security guard has
been notified that he needs to nmake
sure that they're letting us know
when activities |ike that happens,
ensuring that all of our security
policies and procedures are in
pl ace to ensure that no one can
trespass on our facility after
hours as wel | .

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
| see. Can you talk about the
Clean Air Act violation fromthe
EPA? \What did you receive the
violation for? And what steps are
you taking to correct it?

MS5. BRADFORD: Well, the
EPA ECHO facts database is renewed
every single quarter. So even when
we submt our quarterly em ssions
report -- for exanple, if we mss
one hour of nonitoring for CO or
opacity, a downtinme hour because of
doing a calibration on the

instrunents, that will give us an
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HPV st at us.

So sonetines the
database is a little msleading in
terns of the way that it reports
out our statuses, but then that is
al so seen as a violation because we
are held to a higher standard than
nost industries for em ssions
requiring. But at tines,
unfortunately with an opacity
monitor or wth our carbon nonoxide
nmonitors, you may result in |osing
one hour of data in a quarter, and
then that toggles you into HPV
st at us.

We did have a situation
where we did have a | oss of power
even at the facility, where we once
again self-reported and we received
a notice of violation for that. Any
time we have an event |ike that, we
will do corrective action. W do
RCA or root cause anal ysis, where

we then devel op corrective actions.
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One of the corrective actions that
we have for that is to review our

| ogic for our electrical

di stribution systens to ensure that
t hose types of events woul d never
happen agai n.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you. And then lastly, do you
know what materials are burned in
your incinerator? Do you, for
exanple, sort out toxic materials
i ke heavy netals, plastic and
rubber ?

What percent age of
trucks do you inspect given sort of
the earlier violation we tal ked
about? Do you do open bag
I nspections? And do you nonitor in
realtinme for heavy netals |ike
| ead, nercury and cadm unf?

MS5. BRADFORD: Ckay. So
a couple of questions there. So we
do have inspectors on our floor

that are inspecting our waste. So
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we do, do about roughly 5% to 10%
of inspections on a daily basis.
We al so have floor attendants that
are review ng and | ooking at the
waste and seeing if there's
anyt hing that should not be
processed. They are trained on
what type of waste shoul d be
processed versus not pulling out
what we call nonprocessables. And
that's their job and
responsibility, to pull those
t hi ngs out, heavy tree stunps,
whi te goods, etc, that could nake
their way, electronic goods that
can make it into the waste stream
So we do have fl oor
attendants who are visually
surveilling. W have people in
front-end | oaders who are pushing
the waste that can visually surveil
the waste as well. W only burn
muni ci pal solid waste and al so a

f ew nonhazar dous residual waste
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codes per the Pennsylvania solid
waste regulations. So we do not
burn any hazardous waste. W are
not permtted to burn hazardous
waste. We would never burn -- we
woul d never even want to permt to
burn hazardous waste.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
One | ast question for clarity. So
| was at the incinerator. They're
literally nounds and heaps of
garbage there. Are you saying that
it's an eyeball inspection and that
you i nspect between 5 to 10% of
what's cone in or are you saying
sonething different?

M5. BRADFORD: Well, we
wite down approximately 5 to 10%
of the | oads com ng through the
day. But then you al so have people
who, like | said, are floor
attendants who are working the
floor that they can also visually

see and detect. W do not tear
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open bags because we al so have an
anti-scavengi ng policy and then we
don't want people to cone in
contact with the waste in that
manner. But if they do, they have
been trained to see if there is
sonet hi ng that should not be, that
we shoul d be processing, that they
are trained to pull those things
out .

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you.

Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

Qui ck question about the
radi oacti ve waste that was found.
Was that part of your solid waste,
you're collecting radi oactive
wast e?

M5. BRADFORD: No,
ma' am Mbst radi oactive waste that
we -- the isotopes that we get hit

for our nedical isotopes, lutetium
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177, iodine, iodine 131 and
technetium It is a nedical
I sotope that is used to treat
t hyroi d cancer.

So people are -- it is
comruni cated to people when they're
goi ng through treatnent that you
need to isolate your ways. But as
soneone who al so gets involved in
the radiation isolate, | tend to
enpat hize with themin the fact
t hat sonetinmes even though they may
get those instructions at the
hospital or at the point of
treatment, maybe they don't -- it's
just like |I'm concerned about ny
cancer, you know, I'mthrowing this
awnay.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

Yes, | hear you.

M5. BRADFORD: So we do
have detectors at our scal e house
to detect for that. And then we

i sol ate those trucks and we have
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personnel who wll then, you know,
go out there, confirmwhat the

I sotope is and we wll then get,
you know, we have to contact the
DEP to get a request to shipto
then ship that truck to the
landfill.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  So
you don't decontan nate on your
prem ses. You just ship out any
radi oi sotopi c waste to sonepl ace
el se, right?

MS. BRADFORD: Yes -- we
can also pull it out. So if we
need to -- because naybe we have a
custonmer that does not have a
contract to go to the landfill,
then we'll bring in our health
physicist to then, you know,
basically it's a very neticul ous
process. |'ve been out there and
|'ve seen it. And you follow the
I sotope and then you pilfer through

it, identify it, and then we put it
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in our radiation holding area until
it drops to the appropriate
threshold where it can be
processed.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  So,
you know, those half lives are very
long. It takes a long tine for
t hese isotopes to decay. So | just
wonder ed how nmuch safety is used to
make sure these are segregated,
these are properly protected so
personnel who work there are not
exposed to this? And it was very
worrisonme to hear that a truck
came. You were not able to fully
decontam nate and they left.

And it seens to ne very
| ax procedures, even if you're
getting a tiny anount of
radi oi sotopes comng in with
regular waste. | think you need to
have nmuch better protocol for this
to happen. This cannot happen.

Thi s cannot happen.
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(Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

Second question is for you, sir.
You nmentioned the health inpacts.
Hel p me understand, is this done on
actual data fromreal people or is
this a nodeling done based on the
EPA report of what is acceptable or
not ?

MR, STORMNND: This is
a nodel i ng study using actual
facility operational data. The
assessnent itself is a hypothetical
conservative screening anal ysis
that is based on the results of the
nodel that tells us what the air
concentrations are at the maxi num
| ocation within the residenti al
area, and the deposition rates that
again contribute to conpounds in
pr oduce.

And so, it's that aspect
of it. It's hypothetical and there

are ingestion rates that are

Page 166

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on the Environment

assuned. For exanple --

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Let
me stop you. | understand what
you're going to tell nme. | just
wanted you to say it, this is
hypot heti cal and we actually don't
have real data fromreal people
around us because the EPA takes
data fromall over. | amreally
concerned because you' ve been in
this facility, has had this
contract for a long tinme and over
all these years, we have not been
able to do an actual assessnent of
a health inpact on actual people
living in Chester city who have
been exposed to this.

So this hypotheti cal
nodel , the data you give to ne is
not very useful because it is not
on actual people --

(Appl ause.)

MR STORMN ND:  Yes,

this study was foll ow ng EPA
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guidelines to determ ne what is the
potential inpacts to the residents
in the area.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: |
under st and what you' re sayi ng.

MR STORMWND: | nean,
it's designed to be very
conservati ve.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Yeah, | understand what you're
saying. |I'msaying it's not
accept abl e because you have perfect
opportunity with all the profits
you're nmaking to have a really
detail ed study of a real inpact on
the real people in the real city of
Chester, so that we don't have to
depend on simul ations.

So, yeah, | nean what
you' re doing, but to ne these
nunbers nmean nothing. It just
means that you were able to get a
nodel that did this and said that.

And yet we don't know what's
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happening in realtine wth real
peopl e. So whether you get a
contract here or not, you're going
to have contracts el sewhere.
behoove you to use all these
profits you're naking to actually

I nvest in |ongitudinal studies of
real human bei ngs who are around
your facilities so that we can have
real data and you can present that.
Hopefully, it wll show what you're
showi ng. But | am highly
suspicious it would match this

dat a.

MR STORMAN ND:. Wel |, |
do want to add that this assessnent
Is nmeant to be very conservati ve.
It assunes sone is exposed to the
air concentrations and deposition
rates for a lifetinme of 70 years,
whet her they live in Chester their
whole lifetime or not. There's a
| ot of conservative assunpti ons.

But no, it's not an epi dem ol ogi cal
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anal ysi s.

COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD:  And
that's exactly what we need to do,
for Reworld to do a real
epi dem ol ogi cal study, a
| ongi tudinal one to be able to then
say w thout any doubt that you are
not inpacting negatively the health
of peopl e surroundi ng your
facility.

MR STORMN ND: | do
want to add also that it is the
obj ective follow ng -- EPA designed
t hese studies to eval uate
facilities that have not been built
yet, right, so that they can
determ ne whether or not the air
pol lution control design on the
facility is enough to protect the
public health. W applied that
here, and it shows very --

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: |
think EPA is correct in prospective

when sonet hi ng has not been built.
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But you've been built and you've
been operating for many years so
there is no --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: - -
excuse not to have real data. [|'l]I
just tell you that.

MR, STORMAND: |'mjust
saying that the analysis and the
met hodol ogi es were desi gned so that
facilities would be built
protective of human health and we
applied that nodel to a facility
that's an actual operation. W
have actual data that we put into
that analysis and it does i ndeed
show t hat the cancer risk
associated wth this facility is
bel ow t he acceptabl e range that EPA
has sai d.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  |''m
sorry. Al based on a sinulation,
not on real data. So | don't think

you can give us this data and tell
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us definitively that this is what
Is actually happening in the
communi ty, because you did not do
that study. So that's what | would
recomrend, you actually do

| ongi tudi nal studies which you have
the time and the resources to do
and not tell us to swallow this,
because this is sonething done by
EPA prospectively overall taking
averages. That doesn't work here.
This is not real data for us to
consider. Thank you very nuch.

( Appl ause.)

MR. STORMNND: Did use
actual operational data for the
facility. D d use that -- we did
do actual em ssions fromthe
facility for this analysis too.

COUNCI LWOMAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you. Thank you,

Dr. Counci |l menber N na Ahnmad. And
we thank you all for your testinony

today. Thanks for being here.
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WIl the Cerk please
call -- well, first I'd like to
make an announcenent. We're going
to have to, for the sake of tinme so
that we don't | ose quorum we're
going to have to nmake up sone tine.
So I'"'mgoing to switch up the | ast
panel and then we're going to
recess for a bit and then we'll
cone back to public comment.

THE CLERK: The fourth
and final panel wll consist of
Ms. Zul ene Mayfield, Founder of
Chester Residents Concerned for
Quality Living; Dr. Cheryl
Bettigole, Professor of Cinical of
Fam |y Medicine and Comunity
Heal th; and M ke Ewall, Founder of
Energy Justice NetworKk.

(Wt nesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Pl ease state your nanme for the

record and proceed with your
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t esti nony.

MR EWALL: (ood
afternoon, Chair Gauthier, Vice-
Chair Bass, who is not here at the
nonment, and nenbers of the
Commttee. M nane is Mke BEwall,
and |I'mthe founder and executive
di rector of a national organization
cal l ed Energy Justice Network based
here i n Phil adel phi a.

|' ve been working on
wast e and energy issues for 35
years now, and |'ve put nore years
I n working for environnental
justice in Chester than anyone out
there and counting over 30 years at
this point. Comrunities across the
country seek ne out to stop dirty
energy and waste facilities planned
for their coomunities and to
transition away from such
facilities toward cl ean energy and
zero waste sol utions.

|' ve devel oped the zero
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wast e hierarchy, which is used as
an international standard, and am a
resident of Northeast Phil adel phia
and have been | eading the work on
this bill since four years ago.
This is an initiative that's been
entirely generated by Phil adel phi a
resi dents.

"' mgoing to skip over
nost of ny testinony because | know
you're running tight on tine and
just junp to sone ot her key points.
One of themis that alternatives
al ready exist. W are not in the
situation that Delaware County is
i n where they have financial and
infrastructure barriers to noving
away as quickly as they would Iike
to.

W can do this in the
time that we have, which is about
seven nonths. W already have a
maj or waste conpany w th adequate

transfer station capacity and
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landfill capacity with two transfer
stations in the city already and
enough capacity at themas well as
two landfills with enough capacity
to take that one-third of the waste
that is currently going to an

I nci nerator contract.

W' re tal king about 37%
of our trash going to incineration,
so that's not everything. |It's not
even half. And we know that | onger
term not even just a few years
even and we could do this if we
wanted to, that adopting two of the
mai n bui |l di ng bl ocks of the zero
wast e system can quickly and easily
reduce the city's waste stream by
nore than that 37% enabling us to
di al back the waste that we do have
to landfill by nore than we
currently burn and saving noney in
t he process.

Now, we're synpathetic

to the admnistration's concerns
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about timng and cost. W
understand their desire to have
this bill held in conmttee.
However, we woul d suggest that this
commttee nove the bill forward to
show its sincerity on this issue,
but that the bill doesn't
necessarily have to be voted on by
the full Council until all the bids
cone in for the RFP. So you
under st and how that could be
challenging, if it happens that

way.

And finally, while we
support these concerns, | nust say
| ' m di sappoi nted to see sone of the
sane argunents put forward by
Carlton Wllians today as he did in
this chanmber in 2019, when this was
| ast a controversy before you,
citing EPA waste hierarchy to
justify placing incineration above
| andfilling, even though the

sci ence-based zero waste hierarchy
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does the opposite.

Having witten the nost
extensive response to the
Sanitation Departnent's waste
managenent request for information
this past sumer, anong ny 54 pages
of comments, | pointed out to this
departnment that EPA admtted to us
al nrost four years ago that the
agency has zero docunentation to
back up the placenent of
I nci neration above landfilling in
its hierarchy.

They told us this high
| evel staff at EPA who work in this
field, who are the waste division
told us they have zero
docunentation. So for the city to
be resting on that and sayi ng, oh,
wel |, EPA says so because they know
best when they can't back it up,
and that's why since July 2022,
because | asked them the EPA, the

federal agency, put a disclainer

Page 178

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on the Environment

under the hierarchy everywhere it
shows up saying they are revisiting
it, and it's a slow process, and
maybe on hiatus for four years, but
this is sonmething that they're
wor ki ng to revise because they
recogni ze that is not backed up by
science as it should be. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you so rnuch.

Dr. Bettigole, thank you
for all of your service to the
city. Thank you for being here
today. Please state your nane for
the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

DR BETTIGOLE: So ny
name is Dr. Cheryl Bettigole. Good
afternoon, Chair Gauthier and
menbers of the Commttee on the
Envi ronment, and thank you for the

opportunity to give testinony on
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Bill 250768. As you know, |'m

Dr. Cheryl Bettigole, Professor of
Cinical Famly Medicine and
Community Health at the University
of Pennsyl vani a, Perel man School of
Medi ci ne.

The opinions that |
express in this testinony are ny
own and don't necessarily represent
those of Penn. As we've heard
today, nore than 1 child in 5 in
the city of Phil adel phia has been
di agnosed with asthma. That's
nearly three tines the national
rate. Asthma is one of the top
reasons for m ssed days of school
in our city and that nakes it
harder for our kids to | earn and
for parents to go to work and
support their famlies.

So as we're thinking
about the economcs of this, that
really has to play a part. The

burden of asthma falls unequally on
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our children, with the
hospitalization rate for Black
children in the city nearly six
tinmes as high as that for Wite
children, and the |ast avail able
data that high rate of asthma,
along wth the other inpacts that
we' ve heard about today on the
health of city residents fromair
pollution, it's not the result of
any single source children who grow
up in our city, particularly those
whose famlies do not nmake a |iving
wage, which is nore than half of
our city, face the conbined i npact
of multiple exposures.

Many live in |ower-
qual ity housing or indoor air
pollutants may trigger their asthm
as well as inpacting the breathing
of older adults. Tobacco use tends
to be higher in these sane
nei ghbor hoods, al though the city

has nmade wel cone strides in
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decreasing its use in recent years
thanks to the actions of this Cty
Counci | .

And sadly, too many of
our children face barriers
I ncreasing in the current
environnment to accessing the health
care and nedi cations they need to
control their asthma and to prevent
exacerbations. As Cty Council
considers this bill, it may seem
li ke a decision to support its
passage is solely a vote to protect
the residents, especially the
children of Chester city and
county, which we absolutely shoul d
do. But when we send our trash to
Chester for incineration, we are
al so putting our own residents at
risk in the warmer nonths of the
year.

In the warnmer nonths of
the year, w nds in Philadel phia

generally shift to blow fromthe
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sout hwest rather than fromthe

nort hwest, bringing toxins from
trash incinerated in Chester to the
air we breathe in Philadel phi a.

And | think we saw over the | ast
few years just how far air

pol lution can go when the wldfires
i n Canada made our air orange in
2022.

At a public neeting of
the Air Pollution Control Board,
nmenbers of the public pointed out
that in Philadelphia facilities
that emt |arge anbunts of toxic
pollution tend to be built in the
sanme nei ghbor hoods. They asked why
the board could not require
consi deration of the air pollution
and cancer risk in the specific
nei ghbor hood of a facility applying
for a permt. Rather than just
considering the facility's risk on
its own, the board agreed,

ultimately passing a regulation
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that requires consideration of
cunmul ati ve cancer and noncancer
risk in the nei ghborhoods of
proposed facilities for |arge
emtters before their permts can
be approved.

They nmade that deci sion
because they recogni zed the need to
address the di sproportionate health
risks in sone city nei ghborhoods
created by a historical |egacy of
i njustice. Council has an
opportunity to take another step
down that road today, passing this
bill and saying no to the
i ncineration of Philadel phia's
trash in the largest incineration
facility in the country that is
nore than 30 years old and to the
toxic air pollutants it produces.

Counci | has the chance
to nove our city and our nei ghbors
in Chester toward environnent al

justice and the healthier future we
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all want for our city's residents
and our nei ghbors. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOMAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you so nuch. Thank you to
both of you for your work and for
bei ng here today. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Ms. Zul ene
Mayfi el d, Founder of Chester
Resi dents Concerned for Quality
Li vi ng.

COUNCI LWOMAN GAUTHI ER:
Last, but certainly not |east,
t hank you so nmuch for being here,
Ms. Zul ene. Thank you for all
of --

M5. MAYFIELD: It's a
| ong day.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
-- your work. It really is.

M5. MAYFIELD: It's a
| ong day. Hello, ny neighbors. |
amgoing to -- 0Ol provided witten

testinmony. | just want to get
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through this and we're going to go
over a couple of things.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Sorry. Can you state your nane for
the record and speak into the mc.

M5. MAYFI ELD: M/ nane
Is Zul ene Mayfield. [|I'mthe
Chai r person and a Foundi ng nmenber
of Chester Residents Concerned for
Quality Living or CRCQL. CRCQL was
formed in 1992. We were forned
after the incinerator went |ive and
began burning. Initially, we
formed on everything that you coul d
see, hear and snell. W were not
know edgeabl e about the pollution
and/ or the disruption and di sease
and cancers that they would bring
to our conmmunity.

You' ve heard from ot her
panelists on their perspective
about Covanta Reworl d | ncinerator.
We have experienced firsthand the

I medi ate inpact of this
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I ncinerator that it has had on our
community. As people that live in
Chester, we are environnmentally
assaulted every day, fromthe
t housands of pounds of pollutants
being emtted by Covanta Reworl d.
W' ve had to becone
scientists, engineers, enforcers,
heal t h advocates and regul atory
agents, all while trying to |ive.
Only we can tell our story. Only
us. Covanta recently conm ssi oned
a report on the health of residents
of Chester. They have referenced
that so-called report today. AECOM
authored this report, and it shoul d
be noted that this conpany has a
dubi ous history. They've been a
source of fraudulent billing,
racial discrimnation, hiring
di scrimnation, |lawsuits and
settlenments resulting in mllions
of dollars being paid out. Covanta

Rewor | d shoul d be ashamed to even
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tout that as a report.

In 1995, the
Envi ronnmental Protection Agency at
t he behest of this organization,
conmm ssi oned an environnmental risk
assessnent study. They have all of
the data. They showed the cancer
rates for our community. They gave
us the projections. It was a
trail blazing report that had never
been done bef ore.

Every report after that
has mrrored their concl usions at
that time. Basically, our
community is sick, our children
have ast hma and we are burying
menbers of our comunity, burying
them every day, as Dr. Mdtl ey said.
We are getting that phone call that
sonebody el se is sick or they need
transportation, they need food.

Covanta Reworld emts
cadm um chrom um nercury,

di oxi ns, arsenic, all known cancer -
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causi ng carci nogens. Yet Covanta
Rewor|ld wants this commttee to
bel i eve that the cancer rates in
Chester are not significant,

al t hough data shows Chester
residents suffer fromrates of
l'iver and bio cancer, 91% nore than
t he national average.

Laryngeal cancer, 84%
the national rate. Hodgkin's
| ynphoma, 78% greater than the
national rate. Pancreatic cancer,
50% greater than the national rate.
The |ist goes on and on and on.
Asthma rates for our children are
alarm ng, as are the rates for the
chil dren of Phil adel phi a.

For sone reason, people
think that when the pollution hits
the fence line, it stops. It don't
stop there. What is done to us in
Chester, what is contributing to
envi ronnental genoci de, what is

all oned to happen to us, you do
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al so unto yourself. It don't stop
there. There's no Wakanda shi el d.

The city of Chester also
falls within the 90 percentile for
ozone. Meaning, it is in the top
10% for the state of Pennsyl vani a
for ground | evel ozone exposures
known to cause respiratory
di stress, anong other health
I ssues.

Del aware County Solid
Wast e and Del aware County Counci |
just approved the Zero Waste Pl an.
| f you are | ooking for a nodel on
how to do the financial assessnent,
a lifecycle analysis and a
conparative study, that is a great
start, an absolute fantastic start.
| think it is a trailblazing study.
And what they have determ ned,
incineration is far nore polluting
than landfilling. It's apples and
or anges.

And | woul d pose a
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guestion to the people in this
commttee today, everybody's
| ooki ng financially and what does
this do and how do you do that. |
woul d just say the logic is, if
Del aware County hasn't done
anyt hi ng, why should we do the
ri ght thing.

There's never -- well,
" mnot going to do it because they
haven't done it. There's always a
time to do the right thing.

(Appl ause.)

M5. MAYFI ELD. Al ways.
And it should not be dependent upon
sonebody el se. You are
Phi | adel phi a, Phil adel phia. W are
the oldest city in Pennsylvani a,
but you are the ol dest governnent.
And what can Phil adel phia not do?
Conme on now. Y all honme of the
Eagles. Cone on. You know, that
alarmed ne a little bit.

So Covanta Reworld w ||
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tell this commttee that they're
good comunity partners. They gave
out food to 250 famlies. Well, we
have 12, 000 househol ds in Chester,
soit's mnimal, a crunb of a crunb
of a crunb. They give out $25, 000
in schol arships. They give $2,000
to this organization, blah, blah,
bl ah. They gave an AED to a
church, bl ah, bl ah, blah.

They wll not tal k about
t he poi soning of an entire
community. They don't want to talk
about that. They do not want to
tal k about the people in our
community that we are | osing. They
won't say who pays the cost when a
child has an asthma attack and the
parent is at work and has to | eave
work to get their child nedical
attention for that child.

Covanta will also tell
you that their burning of trash

falls within the allowable limts
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of their permt. The facility is
33 years old. dd technol ogy,
outdated. There's no way to make
it safe. By their very nature,
they will never be safe. That's
why they have to be issued a permt
to pollute all of us. They are

i ssued a permt to pollute, not to
be good nei ghbors.

WE, |'mso glad that
everybody today has called themthe
I nci nerator because that's what
they are. It's nothing magical
about what they do. As a byproduct
of what they do, which is burn,
they generate electricity.

Now, the |ogic would be
since you have a city that's in a
poor community, well, hell, let's
give the electricity to the
community. That m ght actually
lift people out of poverty. That
woul d be a good comrunity partner.

No. Wien they initially
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started -- | don't know where the
el ectricity goes at now because |
don't have tinme to track it, but
they used to send it over to grid
Atlantic Gty and it serviced the
casinos there. So you see
everybody profits off of the
suffering of the community of
Chester.

You tal ked about
finances. | heard a person up here
say that you all pay $78 a ton to
have trash di sposed. WlIl, the
city of Chester receives $2 per
ton, $2. It was 2.50, but, you
know, our fornmer mayor had sone
type of secret deal with Covanta
and it was lowered from$2.50 to
$2. Nobody knows why, but the deal
was done in secrecy and away from
the residents. That's primarily
and particularly one of the reasons
why he's no | onger the nayor.

You' ve heard about, you
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know, we have 35,000 people. W
don't have one doctor in our city,
but people are telling us that we
shoul d be grateful to have Reworld
I n our conmunity punping out poison
because they have jobs. Well, |
don't know if it's 6, 13 or 20 now,
but those are the nunber of people
from Chester that work in Reworld
Covanta in the city of Chester.
They have 115 or so enpl oyees. So
it's not a good point.

Al right. So |'m going
to hurry up so we can get out of
here. In July of this year, we
| ost a menber of CRCQL. His nane
was Joshua Shockley. He was newly
married, had a pregnant wfe. He
called nme up and he told ne he had
cancer. The day that his son was
born was the first day of his cheno
treatnent. He died two weeks
before his one-year anniversary and

when his son was 5 nont hs ol d.
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Josh was 38 years of age.

W are not statistics.
W will not livein a kill zone for
ot her people's confort. W natter
to us. Qur children matter. Cur
community matters. Because of
Josh's son and all the children,
Chester, Phil adel phia, CRCQL w ||
continue to fight. Ckay.

When Philly went through
the trash strike, one side of ne |
felt very sad, but the dark side of
me is |ike, yes, now they can see
the crap that they send to ny city
every single day. It manifested
itself in the snells, the odors,
the stinkiness that just ugh. But
that's what they send to us every
day. It was a real representation
of what we have to do, you know,
peopl e make garbage, it goes out
and nobody t hi nks anything el se
about it.

Oh, ny God, get it out
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of our house, it snells. There's
no cost associ ated, not real cost.
They don't see the suffering. W
buried a 38-year-old man and his
doctors determ ned because he had a
rare formof cancer -- | can't
pronounce it right now -- that it
was due to environnental factors.

In the year prior to
that, a year and three nonths prior
to that, his nother died from
cancer. |'ve lost ny nother, ny
brother, ny 15-year-old sister,
cousins, and it's a situation of,
you know, |'ve testified at
hundreds of hearings like this
t hroughout the years, always with
the m ndset what facts do | need to
cite.

VWhat can | say that w |
stick in their brains and what
story will pierce their hearts and
make them understand. This is nore

than a financial deci sion. It's a
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health and it's a noral decision
that needs to be nade. WII you
commt and continue to becone
conplicit in environnental racism
because it's not environnent al
justice?

There is no justice
right now \Wen we shut it down,
that will be justice. And we wll
shut it dowmn. We will shut it
down - -

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you so nuch.

M5. MAYFI ELD: -- they
asked earlier whether or not there
have been any conversations with
the trash from New York. Actually,
it comes from Queens and Manhatt an.
We are in nonthly conversations
with their advisory solid waste
advi sory boards. 1've already
given testinony. They have a
| onger -- every contract is not set

in stone forever. You can break a
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dang contract.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you so nuch. ['mgoing to
have to recess the hearing for a
few m nut es.

| s there any | ast
comment that you would |like to
gi ve?

MS. MAYFI ELD:  Yes.
Just a couple. The city of --

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
| would ask that you summari ze.

MS. MAYFI ELD:  Yeah.
The City of Phil adel phia has the
ability to do whatever they want to
do. Ckay. You have a product that
they want. You're not in a
position of weakness. You're in a
position of strength. [|'m good.
| m done.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you so nmuch for everything.

MS. MAYFI ELD: Thank you
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all for having us. Renenber your
nmorality and your heart and to do
the right thing. [It's not
dependent upon noney. Mbney is
gonna send a whole | ot of people to
hell. GCkay. Thank you so much.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
And to everyone here, we're going
to take a brief recess. 10 m nutes
or so. Don't go anywhere. We'l|
be back.

(Brief recess.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you so nuch everyone for your
patience. So this is what we're
going to do. W're going to vote.
We're going to close out -- well,
we're going to close out the
hearing. W're going to vote and
then we're going to go back to
publ i c comment, because ot herw se
|"mnot going to be able to keep a
guorum So thank you for your

patience and flexibility.
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Seei ng no one el se here
to testify on this bill, this
concl udes the public hearing. W
will now go into a public neeting
to consider the action to be taken
on the bill heard today.

Can the derk please
call the roll.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Present .
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THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Present .

THE CLERK: Chair
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Present. Al righty. The Chair
recogni zes Vice-Chair Bass for a
nmotion on Bill No. 250768.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
250768 be reported fromthis
commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
It has been noved and properly

seconded that Bill No. 250768 be
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reported fromthis comnmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rul es of
Counci |l be suspended to permt
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
The ayes have it and the notion
carries. Bill No. 250768 will be
reported fromthis conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendation with the
request that the rules of Council
be suspended to permt first
readi ng at the next session of
Counci | .

Thi s concl udes the

busi ness of the Conmttee on the
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Envi ronnment today. Thank you all
very much for your attendance. And
remenber, we're going back to
publ i c conment.

Al righty. This is how
we're going to do public comrent.
We have a few people that we had to
push into public coment. W're
going to give those folks two to
three mnutes to give their
testinmony. W're going to ask that
everyone el se because there's a
very long list, give their comment
in a mnute and a half, and we're
going to do our best to tine it and
keep it noving along or we will be
here for nmany, nmany hours.

kay. WIIl the derk
pl ease call the first person for
public comment -- the first several
peopl e, rather.

THE CLERK: B.P. Lyles,
Russel | Zerbo, Dr. Ll oyd Batson.

(Wtnesses approached
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W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
State your nane for the record and
proceed wth your comrent.

DR BATSON: Ll oyd
Bat son. And good afternoon and
t hank you for the opportunity to
testify. 1'mLloyd Batson and a
resident of the Francisville area
of Phil adel phia and a professor of
Chem stry and Sustainability at
W dener University in Chester and |
amin strong support of the Stop
Trashing Qur Air bill.

So thank you for your
support of the bill and noving it
on. Reworld Chester is the | argest
and one of the ol dest trash
incinerators in the country and
operates in high priority violation
of the Cean Air Act with frequent
citations fromthe Pennsyl vani a
DEP. Chester is a well-known

exanpl e of environnental racism
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that is used as a case study at
col l eges and universities across
t he country.

This is because Chester
is littered wwth polluting
facilities, including a trash
I nci nerator, a sewage i ncinerator
and five chemcal facilities al ong
the waterfront. Additionally,
Chester suffers fromthe pollution
of nearby oil refineries and power
pl ants. These cunul ative and
additive inpacts create serious air
quality issues in Chester.

The ri sk assessnent that
we heard about and tal ked about
today by AECOM fails to account for
these multiple additive, cunulative
and synergistic inpacts of multiple
pol lutants fromnultiple
facilities. The study also emts
key em ssions from a nunber of
pol lutants that | won't |ist here

for sake of tine.
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Additionally, the risk
assessnent utilizes em ssion data
from annual testing under opti mal
operating conditions, and there are
numer ous studi es indicating that
annual em ssion neasurenents
significantly underestimate
chem cal exposure to the
surroundi ng conmunity.

We've heard froma
nunber of people that air
pol lution, particularly ozone and
ni trogen oxi des, are strongly
linked to asthma. | want to talk
about NOx a little bit. So nitrous
oxi de, NOx, contributes to lung
ti ssue damage by reacting with
wat er and producing nitric acid,
ni trogen di oxide reacts with
sunlight to initiate a series of
chem cal reactions that creates
ozone, which has been linked to
| ung damage and ast hmma.

According to Reworl d's
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own stats, they produce 14% of

Del aware County's NOx em ssions.
That's fromone facility. 14% of
the total NOx in the county.
Chester's asthma rates we have
heard about, so | will not restate
those. And we've also heard the
pollution that is in Chester
affects the entire region.

Phi | adel phia is downw nd from
Chester. So I'malso not going to
repeat all of that data. But we
must inprove the air quality in
Chester and the Phil adel phia regi on
and reduce the amobunt of NOx, ozone
and other pollutants in our ground
| evel air.

Phi | adel phia can do its
part by stopping the incineration
of our trash, and | certainly
prefer that Phil adel phia work and
get to zero waste and there are
| ots of ways to do that. And

incineration is not the answer to
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the problem Incineration, as
we' ve heard, is nmuch nore harnf ul
than landfilling, and that's

| argely because, as was adm tted,
they inspect 5% of the trash that
goes into the facility.

So we do not know what
I s being burned. And because
Rewor | d | acks continuous nonitoring
of many of their air pollution of
the chem cal s of concern, we don't
know what's going into Chester's
air. Hence, we do not know what is
in Philadel phia's air.

We just do not know
that -- so | amvery thankful for
you noving the bill onto Cty
Council. And | really hope that
Cty Council wll stop sending
Phi | adel phia's trash to Chester.
Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you so nuch.

WIl the derk call the
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next several nanes. And when your
nanme is called, if you could cone
up and sit at the table and in the
chairs adjacent to the table, we
can nove this al ong.

THE CLERK: Nol an
Font ai ne, Ms. Margaret Brown and BP
Lyl es.

(Wt nesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Good afternoon to all of you or
eveni ng maybe al nost. Please state
your name for the record and
proceed with your comment.

DR. FONTAI NE: Good
afternoon. M nane is Dr. Nolan L.
Fontaine. Well, first off, 1'd
i ke to thank you, Chair Gauthier.
| ama lifelong resident of
Chester, Pennsylvania. |I'ma
veteran. And Chester, Pa of course
Is the traditional |and of the

Lenape and kehaake.
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| serve as the President
of Urban Indian Heritage Society,
but | am here today as a Chester
Resi dent Concerned for Quality of
Li vi ng nmenber, a CRCQL nenber, to
advocate on how this pollutant
I ndustry and the anmount of trash
sent to 19013 has an often nortal
effect on our lungs and I|iveli hood.
| currently serve as the
Yout h Coordi nator for Choi ces,
whi ch is our youth environnent al
| eadershi p group, and unfortunately
wor king with those students, nore
than half of ny students have
either asthma or a COPD-rel ated
el enent. However, our students are
resilient. They are academ cs,
artists, athletes, Al designers,
and full of alacrity. They also
have spear headed a nusi cal
resurgence around the issue of
trash and the ability to breathe

clean air in Chester.
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Now, you have probably
seen the consultant reports that
Rewor | d has provi ded today from
multiple sources. | can assure
you, though, our students al ong
wi th the anmount of Al gebra
homewor k, a shoestring budget and
Ti kt ok accounts have singl e-
handedl y taken back over the
narrative of green washing that has
been perpetuated by our nation's
| argest trash incinerator.

Now, | do want to |et
fol ks know | am absol utely
pro-worker. And | cone froma
wor king class famly, but let's
tal k about why the working class in
our specific areas always get sone
kind of weird, toxic roll-up-your-
sl eeve | obs.

|'"'mtired of our people
getting the short end of the stick.
Philly, you're a very good

nei ghbor. You can change this with
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this act. Resolution 250769, in
regards to our other neighbor,
Covanta Reworld Trash I ncinerator,
who has went through nore nane
changes than the Kardashi ans

conbi ned in the past nyriad of
years. But believe ne, Covanta
Reworld is nuch nore odious in how
they exploit enpl oyees and our air
I n our community.

Now, Chair, you brought
up a good point about the Clean Air
Act and it was only last nonth when
we were at the Delco Solid Waste
Aut hority where Covanta Reworl d
touted that the average nercury
concentration was 2.3 mlligrans
wi t hout activated carbon. They
pl an on putting an active charcoal
filter on wwthin the next 12
nmont hs. Yet, have they even
conpl eted the procurenent
paperwork. | don't know. \Were's

the urgency? Were's the enpathy?
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| know where | can find it, but
(itnaudible), you find it, let ne
know.

Now, ask yourself is
t hat nei ghborly. Years ago, |
could recall when thernoneter with
mercury could shut down a whol e
school and pronpt the top story
sl ot at 6ABC or Fox29 News. But
now, am |l to believe that the
pol | ution propaganda of 2.3
mlligrans of over 9 square mles
in Chester is okay. Please stop
pl aying in our face.

|''mhere today to rem nd
Covanta Reworld that this is not a
corporatocracy. This is a
constitutional republic. You have
no power here to the commttee, to
chair Gauthier, to Vice-Chair Bass,
to Council, to your constituents.
| applaud you for your efforts in
nmoving the Stop trashing Qur Air

Act forward, for the |ivelihood of
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our famlies and our next seven
gener ati ons.

In the spirit of
Anerican | ndian heritage nonth, |
asked the Council to renmenber the
Treaty of Shackanmaxon extended by
one of ny many tribes, the Lenape,
where we agreed we would live in
peace. But unfortunately, the
trash sector fromPhilly feeds the
envi ronnment al polluting war nachi ne
and aids the lungs of the people of
Chester and Del aware County to
continue to be polluted.

In the words of
Ms. Zul ene Mayfield, there is no
Wakanda shield over Chester that
prevents this particulate matter
fromdissipating to every nook and
cranny of our region. W have no
(inaudible). W only have
vitality.

In closing -- 'l

shorten it. This is not a Roberta
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Fl ack or Fugees (i naudi bl e).
Pl ease stop killing us softly. |
woul d like to thank this commttee,
Vi ce-chair, Chair Gauthier,
Counci | man O Rour ke, appreciate you
stayi ng and hearing ny testinony.
| ook forward to seeing this
resolution conme to the floor for
first reading.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you so much. Pl ease state
your nane for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

M5. BROAN. My nane is
Margaret Brown and |'m here on
behal f of Chester and the Chester
i ncinerator. This would be a great
day for all of us to be alive,
breat hi ng cl ean, healthy, fresh
air. Chester residents want to do
this, to do just that, be alive, be
heal t hy.

| " m ski ppi ng so nmany
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parts because it was already said
you have been to Chester and you
vi ewed our incinerator and the

nei ghbor hood that it stands in.
The nei ghbor hood did not used to

| ook like that. | lived there all
my life. W desperately want

Phi | adel phia not to renew the
contract.

Chester is a polluted
city of 35,000-plus citizens being
chal |l enged in a war of econom cs,
fear, crinme, greed, power and
system c racism W don't ask nor
do we want it to continue to be
this way. W don't nerely want the
trash to go away. W want the
I nci nerator to go away.

Environnental justice
for good quality air is at its
worst. The atnosphere has caused
so many problens to the citizens
and those beyond. W deal wth

cancer, our children, lung and
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heart disease as adults, they have
the poorest asthma in the city and
the state of Pennsyl vani a.

It not only causes the
heal th issues, but it causes
| earning disabilities. | live on a
street three blocks fromthe
incinerator. On a daily basis -- |
don't watch all the tinme -- | can
conme out at 2:00 in the norning and
see trucks lined up fromthe
Commodore Barry Bridge all the way
down to the incinerator at tines
when people get up for work and
things, they don't let traffic on
the side streets out. And this can
go on until 2 o'clock in the
af t er noon.

On ny block there are
only 14 livabl e honmes, and that
means there's people in them
Peopl e have di ed and hones stay
vacant and they just go away. O

t hose 14 hones, 12 people have died
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of cancer within the last seven to
ei ght years. M nother died of
cancer. | have an that aunt died
of cancer. | just had a cousin.
Today is the nonth that we
funeralized her. She went to the
doctor in March, find out she had
cancer and she's gone already. It
took her away. She had multiple
cancers with really no signs of it
until the end.

Chester truly deserves
better. |Its future partially
depends on Phil adel phia's deci sion
to say no to renew ng your contact.
Breat hi ng cancer-causing particles
can and does kill. | had ny
phone -- a sound of the furnace
that burns the trash at night.

Time you | ose sl eep, because it's
that loud and it blinked off. But
you can hear, like | said, |'mjust
t hree bl ocks away, the sound com ng

t hrough a cl osed wi ndow t hat |
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thought for a long tine there was
ai rplanes driving over ny house.
That's how loud it is.

COUNCI LWOMAN GAUTHI ER:
Do you want sone tinme to find it
and play it for us or was that not
what you were suggesti ng?

M5. BROMN: |1'd have to
get it, which one it was.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Once you wap up your testinony, if
you would like to play that for us.

M5. BROWN: | can cone
back and play it for you. The
asthma with children in school, |
wor ked in the Chester School
District for 38 years. W didn't
have nurses every day for children.
| nyself had two children that grew
up with asthma. | know what it is.
The girl went to girls school and
the boy went to the boys school.
But | know what it is from

el ementary school on to get a call
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froma teacher or the principal
sayi ng you have to bring their
medi ci ne up.

It got to the point that
| found another alternative, both
school s were next to hospitals, one
Sacred Heart and one up in Darby.
The hospital up there next to the
schools, it was arranged that
i nstead of nme running the nedicine
there tw ce a week, they were
wal ked by anot her student with
their parents perm ssion to take ny
boy and ny girl to the hospital to
get a shot or get a treatnent for
ast hma, because at tines they woul d
forget there were inhalers.

Two grandchi |l dren
attended the school | worked in.
They didn't know what it was for a
long tinme to go out to |unch
because they had to cone and sit by
nmy desk and take nebulizer

treatnments. M great-niece had a
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baby | ast year. It was born. They
rushed it to ICU.  Wasn't breathing
properly. They only did a 24-hour
wat ch to keep the baby. The baby
was sent hone. She died seven days
| ater, |ung probl ens.

So |I''m begging, | know
the effects, what asthma does to
children, does to adults. So if
there's any way possible, | am
asking as part of a community to
stop the trash fromcomng to
Chester. | nyself, | speak very
| ow because gradual |y ny esophagus
Is closing up on ne. | have no
di sease, but |'ve had all kinds of
tests, undeterm ned diagnosis. But
it's closing up and they can't find
why .

| had surgery | ast year,
abdom nal s, ny hernia is shrinking,
while the intestines is shrinking,
whi ch caused themto renove four

hernias in ny body. And during all
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the tests | had, they only found
two, until they opened ne up and
saw two nore.

So like I said, it
doesn't just hit lungs, I|iver,
pancreas. It wll hit every single
organ in your body and not have a
cause. All right. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you for being here and for
sharing your story. And you said
that you spoke softly, but | think
you spoke very loudly. Thank you.

Next, can you pl ease
state your nane for the record and
proceed with your testinony. And
before you go, B.P., | just want to
al so thank you for being here.
Thank you for all of your work and
advocacy. W would not be here
wi t hout you. Please state your
name for the record and proceed.

MR LYLES: Thank you.
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| amB.P. Lyles. |It's a pleasure
to be here before you, Chair
Gauthier. For those who have |eft,
the Vice-Chair, and especially good
to see you as well, Council nmenber
O Rourke, we thank you. | am
nearly a 50-year resident of the
city of Philadelphia. | have six
generations, at |least, that is
either currently or fornerly
connected to or residing in this
city.

|"'m going to abbreviate
nmy testinony. So since you all
have noved this result, this act
forward, | just want to highlight a
couple of things that I think are
I nportant to think about and to
understand. One thing is,
regardl ess of the nanme that's used
for an incinerator, it at the end
of the day and at the begi nning of
the day is still an incinerator.

So whet her the nane that is used is
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energy technol ogy or therno-
mechani cal treatnent facilities,
It's still an incinerator. Waste
to energy is still an incinerator.

What happens is that
it's confusing at tines to
under st and where sone of the
pro-incinerator testinonies are
comng from |In fact, the
positions al nost al ways cone from
entities that take noney fromthe
i ncinerator industry. That's
i mportant for the Cty of
Phi | adel phia to know.

Well, this obviously is
the case for the industry itself,
especially Reworld. It is true for
scientists |like Dr. Marco Castal di
fromthe Cty Coll ege of New York.
He's | ong been a | eading voice in
waste to energy technology. And as
a matter of fact, he's been a part
of the Waste to Energy Research and

Technol ogy Council. This council
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Is a council that involves
academ cs and waste to energy
professionals, and their intention
Is to further advance their own
calls. Their interest is in
pronmoting waste to energy processes
and technol ogi es to assi st
governnments and industries and
uni versities and colleges in
I npl enenti ng such technologies in
their specific environnents. Wat
does that nean? What that neans is
that we need to foll ow the noney
and not just think about a nane.
The other thing that |
want to share with you i s that
AECOM was hired by Reworld to
conduct the study. And | amvery
pl eased wwth Dr. Ahnmad and |' mvery
grateful for her calling a spade a
spade and calling themon the fact
t hat what they said was nonsense.
| would call it foolishness.

There's anot her term | am from
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North Philly. There's another term
we woul d use, but | won't say that
here. Calling it what it is.
AECOM i s an engi neeri ng conpany.
It 1s a construction conpany.
Their focus is building buildings.
Their focus is in pronoting their
conpany. They are, as you heard
earlier, flinmsy on scientific
research at best.

And it is inperative
t hat Phil adel phia and that the
Counci | menbers who will nake this
| ar ge deci si on noving forward
understand that if we rely upon
I ndustry that pronotes itself and
that pronotion is about tearing
down conmmunities, then the
conversation on environnent al
justice becones noot. And so,
Phil adel phia is a city that is one
currently, we're a m xed bag.

W have sone -- we have

a |ot of good. W have sone bad.
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We have sone injustices here, but
we have a |l ot of great things going
onin the city. And | believe that
what we have an opportunity to do
here noving forward is to continue
educating the public, letting

Phi | adel phi ans know and under st and
how i nportant it is to devel op very
heal t hy, very sound, proven ways
that are technol ogically reasonabl e
and ethically sound as it rel ates
to human life and health.

So |l will never believe
that that includes incineration. |
wi |l never believe that the
toxicity that's emtted from
I nci nerations are ever acceptable.
And | will never believe that we,
being a big brother or big sister
to our neighboring Chester, wll
have a right or should be invol ved
in the continuation of health
di sparity. | will also never

beli eve that Phil adel phia should
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continue its really unethical
practice of causing other people to
suffer harm along with its own
citizens.

W are, as Council man
Gaut hier said, we are very high on
the list of asthma capital and
cancer capital in the country.

W' re nunber four right now, and
the reality is we need to do
sonething in order for that to
change. So I'mgrateful for that,
that you all have decided to nove
this forward.

But in noving it even
further, it is inperative that we
know who we're listening to and why
they're speaking. And it is also
I nportant for us to understand that
we have an obligation, not only to
this city but to the entire region.
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
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Thank you so nuch. Thanks to all
of you very much. WII the Cerk
pl ease call the next several public
comrenters. Please cone up when
you hear your nane call ed.

THE CLERK: Linnea Bond,
Mtch Cannon, Patty Smth.

(Wt nesses approached
Wi tness table.)

M5. BOND: |'mLinnea
Bond. | had a lot of things to say
today. | spent a lot of tine
crafting it, but I think we all
want to go honme and |I just want to
tell you how nuch | really --
just want to tell you all how nuch
| really, really appreciate this
work, and we're going to stay with
you, pushing to nove this all the
way t hrough and the | onger term
I ssues that we have around our
single stream and wth our energy

and conbustion as wel | .

(Appl ause.)
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COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you so nmuch. W appreciate
Physi ci ans for Soci al
Responsi bility. Thank you very
much.

MR CHANIN: 1'Ill keep
It quick too. M nane is Mtch
Chanin. | amthe Chair of the
Climate Justice Caucus in Reclaim
Philly. | also wanted to speak on
behal f of another group that | work
with in Northeast Philly where |
live, which is 215 People's
Alliance. It's doing a |ot of
organi zi ng and around short-dunpi ng
in the Lawncrest nei ghborhood in
t he Nort heast.

As Linnea said,
extrenely excited that the bill has
advanced out of commttee. |'ve
been paying attention to these
I ssues around incineration since |
was a ki d.

VWhen Counci | menber Bass

Page 231

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on the Environment

was rem ni sci ng about the 1980s, |
remenber really well the very | ong
debat e about whether or not to
build a so-called trash-to-steam
pl ant, which is an incinerator at
the Navy Yard. And really gl ad
that Gty Council led the way in
saying no to that proposal for a
pol luting facility.

| renmenber that we had
incinerators here in Philly. W
had | think five or six of them
One of our nenbers at 215 People's
Al'liance who was here earlier, he
had to | eave Dallas. Herbert
wor ked as an operating engi neer at
the incinerator at Spring Garden
and Del aware Avenue. So that was
an incinerator.

The Nort hwest Transfer
Station that was referenced several
times in Roxborough was an
I ncinerator. That was an

incinerator that led to a notorious
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i nternational incident when a barge
was sailing all over the world
trying to find a place to dunp
t housands of tons of toxic ash from
a Philly incinerator, they dunped
it on Haiti. Then they had to go
back and retrieve it because it was
illegal to dunp it there.

It led to an
I nternational convention on the --

(Appl ause.)

MR. CHANIN:  Yeah.
Anyway, this is just one nore step
in along, long, long, multi-decade
process of phasing out an extrenely
toxi ¢ and damagi ng i ndustry. And
one of the things | wanted to say
before the bill advanced out of
commttee was, you know, we deci ded
not to burn trash in Phil adel phia
because we didn't want the toxic
air pollution in our city. So why
would it be okay to send it to

Chester or somewhere else to be
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burned when we decided not to do
it.

We had incinerators
here. They're gone. W deci ded
not to build themhere. And just
the last thing I'll add, you know,
really hope this bill wll be
approved by the full Council. |
was really disappointed,
under whel med, frustrated by the
testinmony fromthe adm nistration
earlier.

| don't understand why
anot her study is being conducted.
And | don't have any idea how t hey
expect to be making the decision
about what contracts to sign.
There was zero clarity about how
t hey woul d wei gh different
criteria, how they're eval uating
evi dence about the health risks,

t he harm caused by i ncineration.

It just really brought

home to ne hearing the testinonies
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why it is so critical for Gty
Council to take |eadership in this.
| just have no faith that absent
Council's | eadership, the
adm nistration will make the right
deci si on.

So |'ve never seen in
t he decades | think since the '80s
when we decided not to build the
i ncinerator at the Navy Yard, this
ki nd of | eadership fromCity
Council on this really critical
issue. And I'mjust really
thrilled, really grateful, really
honored to be here today to see
this step taking place. So thank
you SO mnuch

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you so mnuch.

WIl the Cerk please
call the next several public
conment er s.

THE CLERK: David Golic.
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Al'i sa Shargorodsky, David Evans.

(Wtnesses approached
W t ness table.)

M5. SHARGORODSKY:  Thank
you. Thank you to this Council for
hearing these coments today. |'I|
also try to keep this very brief.
My nanme is Alisa Shargorodsky, the
Director of ECHO Systens. W are a
| ocal nonprofit that focuses on
wast e reduction, specifically reuse
and circul ar econony novenents here
i n Phil adel phi a.

| would l|ike to just
bring up the fact that our city
here in Phil adel phia, there were
sonme comments brought up by
Counci | menber Harrity about cost
and expense. And | just wanted to
touch on sonething, that our city
has no line item budgets that
contribute towards solid waste,
prevention strategies, unlike other

cities |i ke San Franci sco, New YorKk
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Cty that has done its due
diligence to ensure that the reuse
econony is bolstered so that we can
keep the vol une out of our waste
stream Phil adel phia does not have
t hat focus.

So 40% of the waste that
we're generating is food packagi ng.
Qur food sector is flooded wth
toxi c food packaging that is full
of PFAs and chem cals that also
cause cancer here anobngst our
residents. So | would inplore the
city to focus nore on how we can
spend our dollars and cents to
prevent this waste, to | ower the
vol une of trash that we're
generating here in our city.

Qur organization is
specifically focused on doing that.
We have an initiative called Philly
Unwr apped that is |looking to
educate our | ocal businesses. So

these types of things are really
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critical, educating our businesses,
educati ng our residents on how we
can do solid waste prevention is
key. And | also have severe asthnma
and have suffocated here.

Li ving here, being a
Phi | adel phia native, | depend on ny
i nhal ers and ny nedi cations. And |
can tell you that this is no joke.
Not being able to breathe is no
j oke. So | just hope that we can
nove our city towards regenerative
and account abl e, just systens.
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you so nuch for your
testi nony, your comment, but also
everything you contributed to this
project. W appreciate you.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your conment.

VR. GCLI C Dave (ol i c.
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Thanks for the opportunity to
speak. | amthe coordinator of a
di verse Chester-based community
group focused on addressing the
pollution froma filthy crematory
i n our nei ghborhood, which is
anot her pol lutant thing besides the
i ncinerator. W are a nenber group
of Del co Environnmental Justice and
Energy Justice Network, and work
closely with B.P. and M ke for
t hose support groups.

| also serve as
President of the Chester Historical
Preservation Conmttee. \Wen
| earni ng about the utterly,
unregul ated crenatories are in our
state with no real pollution
nonitoring requirenents or
controls, it was eyeopening to find
how nmuch | arge trash incinerators
are al so poorly regul at ed.

Rewor | d tal ks about how

t hey have conti nuous nonitoring of
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their em ssions, but chooses to

| eave out the fact that this is
true only for four of the many
pol lutants that they release into
our air. One of the pollutants
they rel ease is | arge anounts of
hydr ochl ori c aci d.

This is one of the four
that they continuously nonitor, and
their continuous nonitoring data
shows that the actual em ssions are
62% hi gher than what once per year.
Stack testing shows they get their
stack tested once a year. So it's
like I have a whole thing here, but
"' mnot going to take the tine, but
i f you know they're going to test
your stack, then you're going to
make sure the stack, the stuff that
comes out, is within the limts,
and that's what Reworl| d does.

And t hey have charts
about the em ssions, and they

i ncl ude every single thing in
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Del awar e County, you know, the car
that drove down the street, the
whatever it is. They have all
that. So then they can say, well,
we only have 14% of the em ssions,
whi ch - -

THE CLERK: Thank you so
much. Just wanted to give a quick
time note if you can. Thank you so
much for your testinony.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you to both of you.

WIl the Cerk please
call the next several people for
public comment.

THE CLERK:  Shari
Hirsch, Lois WIllianms, Tia Tynes.

(Wt nesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOMAN GAUTHI ER
Good afternoon. It's so good to
hear from you t oday.

M5. HIRSCH  Hi.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
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Good afternoon. Good to see the
team Pl ease state your nane for
the record and proceed wth your
coment .

M5. HRSCH: |'m Shari
Hirsch. | live in Philadel phia.
' ma nmenber of Trash Acadeny and a
participant in the C ean
Phi | adel phia Now Coalition. W
have a cityw de canpaign to end
i 11 egal dunping in Philadel phia by
2028.

So thank you, everybody.
Thanks for staying. W feel that
I f Philadel phia is serious about
becom ng the cl eanest and greenest
big city in Anerica, we nust end
incineration and ultimately
landfilling too and ensure that our
sanitation contracts include robust
wast e diversion requirenents. W
can't nmake one community clean by
trashi ng anot her.

The 4000 tires renoved
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from Tacony Creek Park were sent to
Covanta. Tires in a landfill is
not acceptable either, so we just
want to say that our current
recycling rate is at 13% That's
far bel ow the 22% we achi eved
before COVID. Sanitation contracts
shoul d i ncl ude conposting to divert
food waste, curbside textile
col l ection, prograns that recover
construction and denolition
materials. That's 17% of our solid
waste in Philly. [It's all being
I ncinerated or landfilled.

These neasures will help
Phi | adel phia build a sustai nabl e,
equi t abl e approach to waste
managenent that nmakes all
communi ties heal thier and stronger.
Cties Iike San Franci sco and
Seattl e have waste diversion rates
of 53% showing that it's possible.
So for clean and green to be

enduring, we urge you to actually
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go beyond this Act which we're
thrilled about, and we have 100%
support.

We think there needs to
be an advi sory group that devel ops
a policy on solid waste. So those
t hi ngs that soneone just so
beautifully articulated, Mtch or
soneone did about what is the
quantity, what are they | ooking for
in those contracts. There is
Remark G ass, there is Rabbit
Recycling, there's Bennett Conpost.
We have all kinds of amazi ng waste
di versi on prograns in Phil adel phi a.
W need to have small contracts to
not just giant contracts. W need
to be nore progressive.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you. Thank you so nuch. And
| | ove that recommendation. |
woul d love to be a part of

establishing that commttee and

Page 244

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on the Environment

nmovi ng that conversation forward.
Thank you for being here.

M5. HRSCH  That's
fantasti c.

M5. WLLIAMS: Hi. [I'm
Lois WIllians and |I'm a concerned
citizen of Philadel phia and I'm
al so a nenber of Trash Acadeny,
hence the vest. Al of the
i ncinerators are in Black and Brown
nei ghbor hoods. The peopl e there
are sick wth breathing probl ens
and are dying fromthe sane. W
need the contractors to divert the
waste so we have a | ot |ess waste.

And, yes, | have m ne
right here. So of course, | want
this here to end. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Pl ease state your nanme for the
record and proceed with your
coment .

M5. TYNES: Ckay. Good

afternoon. M nane is Tia Tynes.
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| "' mone of the Co-directors of
Trash Acadeny. Pretty nuch
everyone here has said sonething
that | would have said so | can
give you a rem x? No, okay. Well,
can | still get oop-oop.

Well, actually, I'mjust
going say this, I'ma person with
asthma as well and sonetines ny
triggers are not very big. Ckay.

It could be sonmething |ike fresh
cut grass, and |I love fresh cut
grass. | |ove cayenne pepper. |I'm
very heavy-handed on it, but
sonetines it can give ne an issue.

Chester is in the soup.
They got to deal with this every
day and it's not fair. And here in
Philly, we have a problemw th
i1l egal dunping. Chester has a
problemw th | egal dunping. Ckay.
Phi | adel phia is one of those |egal
dunpers and we need to do sonething

about that. Because it's not fair
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that a city that wants to be cl ean
and green and is doing all this
work on illegal dunping, that we're
| egal | y dunping on them and putting
themin that soup, so we have to do
sonet hi ng about that.

As Shari said, it's
about waste diversion. As soneone
el se says, cutting our consunption.
And yeah, we just need to be
m ndful of the things that we
consune and the after effects of
that. So there's ny slight rem x.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you so nmuch, not just for
today but for all of your work.
Thank you.

WIIl the Cerk please
call the next several public
comment ers.

THE CLERK: Vanessa
Zapata, David G bson, Jada La

Font ai ne.
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(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Good evening. Please state your
name for the record and proceed
Wi th your comrent.

M5. ZAPATA: (Good
eveni ng, Chair Gauthier and nenbers
of the coomttee. M nane is
Vanessa Zapata and |'ma staff
attorney at the organization
nonprofit Just Zero. CQur
organi zation is an environnent al
advocacy organi zati on and we work
nationally to advance equitable and
conmuni ty-centered zero waste
sol uti ons.

W advocate for the end
of climte damagi ng and toxic waste
di sposal practices because we
believe that all people deserve
zero toxic exposures. And | want
to thank you for the opportunity to

testify today in strong support of
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Bill 250768, the Stop Trashing Qur
Al r Act.

You heard devastati ng
stories as well as clear data on
t he adverse public health inpacts
of incineration. So I won't
restate, but | do want to add that
I ncineration al so rel eases PFAS,
which is increasingly an area of
concern.

Addi tionally, the toxics
that are emtted not only pollute
our air, but they do infiltrate our
soils and water as well. This bill
Is acritical step to real zero
waste solutions. It closes the
door on costly, toxic and outdated
incineration and this bill would
push the city to invest in
meani ngfully, prioritize safe and
sust ai nabl e opportunities to reduce
wast e.

In fact, nearly half of

what the city throws away is
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conpost abl e and recycl able. For

t hese reasons, Just Zero commends
the Commttee in giving this bill a
favorabl e report and our

organi zation would |like to provide
any assistance in achieving the
city's zero waste goal s through
nmeani ngful zero waste policy.

So please call nme up if
you want help with that. And |
want to thank you again for your
time and for your commtnent to
protecting Pennsyl vani a
comuni ti es.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you so nuch.

MS. LA FONTAINE: Good
evening. M nane is Jada
La Fontaine. [|'ma West
Phi | adel phia native and lifetine
resident of District 4. M short
career so far has revol ved around

environnental equity and connecti ng
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residents to deci sion-nmaking
processes that shape their quality
of life, like the one we're

gat hered for today.

Most recently, | worked
in the Ofice of Environnental
Justice at the Pennsylvania
Depart nent of Environnent al
Protection or DEP. And there, |
| ear ned about the extent of
negati ve health inpacts our
nei ghbors in Chester are subject to
via industrial pollution, including
those stemmng fromthis
I nci ner at or.

It's worth considering
that just in the past five years
alone this site has accunul at ed
over 40 environnental health and
safety violations according to DEP
eFACTS dat abase. A handful of
violations wthin recent nonths,

i nclude an incident in |ate June

when the facility failed to
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properly operate and maintain a
pol l ution control device.

A week earlier, it was
cited for incorrectly running one
of the pollution-producing sources
inits air cleaning system And
two weeks prior to that effect,
showed the radiation rel ated
viol ations that Councilwoman
Gaut hi er described earlier. These
types of offenses and others are
repeated throughout its decades of
| ong i nspection history and often
translate into real-life events
where unpermtted | evels of toxic
chem cal s, sonetines visible and
foul-snelling, are released into
the I ocal community, sonetines for
hours on end.

It's also worth noting
that Reworld is currently being
sued by a former 13-year operations
supervi sor, Eric Bass, who cl ai ned

he was wongfully fired for
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refusing to falsify em ssions data
at the Chester facility in
di scussi on today as the | argest
incinerator in the United States.

It i1s not hyperbole to
say that Reworld is making a
killing. Philadel phia routinely
makes soci ally responsible
contracting decisions and this bill
presents us with an opportunity to
apply those sane standards here.
Chroni ¢ nonconpliance and di sregard
for worker and community health
shoul d not be rewarded w th anot her
t axpayer contract.

Beyond all of that, it
Is time to nove away from burning
trash. As you've heard today, the
sci ence now shows us that it is
nore detrinental to public health
and the climate crisis than its
al ternatives.

For Phil adel phia, the

financial cost of landfilling
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versus incineration may be
conparable. But when factoring in
health and climate inpacts,
incineration is far costlier.
Today, we have noved forward an
opportunity to stop trashi ng our
air. Overburdening communities
with pollution is a form of

vi ol ence and Phi | adel phi a does not
have to remain conplicit.

After today the
guestions remain, wll Council use
this. The claimthat nore studies
are needed to continue business as
usual wth a chronic public health
of fender or ultimately will Counci l
seize this opportunity to be
seri ous about being clean and
green. Divest from environnental
raci smand shift towards upstream
wast e sol utions that protect
health, pronote circularity and
build real econom c opportunity.

| "' m hopeful in Council's ability to
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chart a new path forward. Thank
you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Thank you very nuch. W appreciate
your testinony today.

Pl ease state your nane
and proceed with your testinony.

MR G BSON: David
G bson. First of all, let nme thank
you for this opportunity to speak
and congratul ations on putting this
bill out of commttee. [|I'mthe
Co- coordi nat or of Peace, Justice,
Sustainability Now It's an
associ ate nenber group of Peace
Action, and we have nenbers and
supporters across the state of
Pennsyl vania, with a particular
concentration in the Philly area
and the surroundi ng suburbs.

W al so coordinate a
statew de network of over 30

organi zati ons across Pennsyl vani a,
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i ncluding many here in the city. |
just want you to know |I've crossed

out this, this and this, so I'll be
able to get through this pretty

qui ck.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you very nuch.

MR. G BSON: And our
name, Peace, Justice Sustainability
Now i s our purpose. W believe
everything is connected. And we
stand today to speak in favor of
this | egislation, because as
constituents and consuners, we're
dedi cated to protecting and
restoring our ecosystem

W know t hat
I ncineration is worse than
landfilling when it cones to air
quality and clinmate em ssions.
| nci nerators are the npbst expensive
and polluting way to nanage waste
or to make energy. They're

docunent ed EPA data show ng t hat

Page 256

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on the Environment

it's dirtier than burning coal,
that's pretty dirty.

They' re al so docunent ed
to be worse than using |landfills.
Reworld |ikes to boast about how
many hones are powered by their
trash burning, as if power
production is why they exist. W
saw earlier that Reworld has got to
get in the real world.

In fact, they produce
very little power to begin wth.
No power conpany woul d ever think
of building a trash incinerator to
produce electricity since it's the
nost expensive way to do so. The
six trash incinerators in
Pennsyl vani a toget her produce j ust
. 65% of Pennsylvania's electricity
in 2024.

About 30 organi zati ons
have signed on to this bill. |
don't have to read them here. That

woul d take up too nuch tine, but |
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can send you that list. You
probably al ready knowit. W
recogni ze that landfilling too has
Its drawbacks, but it makes no
sense to make nmatters worse.

VWhat's really needed is
nmore investnent in alternatives.

CM Squilla spoke to this a bit.

And I want to touch on a few things
we can do as a city that could help
us nove in a better direction. W

can start -- and these are, by the

way, noral solutions.

THE CLERK: Can you
start by quickly wrapping those up.
Thank you.

MR G BSON: W can
start by reprioritizing investnents
in city resources into a robust
mtigation, inproved recycling and
conposting prograns. And just a
word for the workers, ny brothers
and sisters over here. W also

need to include green transition
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funding in anything we do so that
these fol ks don't get kicked to the
curb. So that's it. [I'll wap it
up with that. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
No, thank you very nmuch for your
testinony. Very nmuch so heard and
not ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
call the next remaining testifiers
to come forward. And as fol ks are
com ng forward, as you can see we
have noved into the wi nter nonths
al nost and it's getting darker by
the second. So please if you don't
mnd, try to consolidate and
summari ze your testinonies to about
a mnute and a half as we want to
make sure that we get everybody in
as the night draws nigh. Thank you
so nmuch

d erk.

THE CLERK: Eri ca Brown,
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Ki m Qui ck, Lynn Robi nson.

(Wtnesses approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Has your nane been called? |If your
nanme has been called, please cone
f orwar d

THE CLERK: Erica Brown,
Ki m Qui ck, Lynn Robi nson.

(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Thank you very much, ny brother.
Pl ease state your nanme and begin
your testinony.

MR DRE: Yes. M nane
Is Bigga Dre, nenber of CRCQ,
Chester Residents Concerned for
Quality Living. | just wanted to,
you know, give ny experience of
living in acity of a five-mle
radi us that has been adversely
I npacted by a process that's

outdated. Chester's a five-mle
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radi us. Phil adel phia is about 100
times larger than Chester,
Pennsylvania. This is the Cty of
Brotherly Love.

There were some coments
that were echoed here at this
session of where the trash is going
to go. | think we should
reasonably reflect and say, well,
the trash can go back to where it
originated from

According to statistics,
the children in Chester's bl ood
| ead | evel is 60% higher than the
recomended | evel of the CDC.

Phi | adel phia's burns about 37% of
Its trash, and about a third of it
Is processed in this five-mle
radius city of Chester,

Pennsyl vani a.

| hear about feasible
studies and I'll end on this part
right here. How many feasible

studi es have to take place before

Page 261

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on the Environment

we actual ly take action?

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you so nuch for your
testinony. As was rem nded to us
earlier, the tinme is always right
to do what's right. So we thank
you for maki ng enphasi zi ng that
particul ar point.

Pl ease state your nane
and begin with your testinony. And
again, just be mndful of trying to
summari ze about a mnute and a
hal f .

MR. KRONHEI M Thank you
very much. M nane is David
Kronheim Philadel phia's landfills
are for construction and commer ci al
waste. The rest of Philly's trash
goes outside of Philly to
landfills, incinerators, including
the nation's |largest in Chester,
which is about seven mles from

your airport.
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Over 40 years ago, ny
wife and | were living in Northwest
Phi | adel phia, 63rd and Haverf ord.
May 13, '85 a bonb was dropped in
West Philly on a rowhouse where the
MOVE commune was. We lived a
little nore than a mle fromthe
MOVE fire. There's a continual,
huge bl ack col umm of snoke we saw
rising fromthe inferno. That fire
burned for over six hours.

For the last five years,
my wife and | have lived in the
city of Chester, alittle nore than
amle fromthe Covanta Reworld
I nci nerator. Sonetines snoke
colums from Covanta Reworl d are
visible. Sonetines they're not.
Regardl ess, the col ums of snoke
enter our air 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, every day, every week,
dwarfing the col ums of snoke that
came out of the MOVE fire by

sendi ng trash to the Chester
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I nci nerator .

Philly has been
col | aborating for over 33 years in
t he poi soning of Phil adel phi ans and
in the region, allowing for a
generational health and
envi ronnent al di saster dwarfing the
di saster of the MOVE bonbi ng. Make
June 30, 2026 the | ast day of
Phi | adel phia's contract with
Covanta Reworld. Make today the
day when every nenber of Cty
Council commts to voting for the
Stop Trashing Qur Air Act and the
Mayor commits to signing it.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Thanks. Thank you very nuch. Your
testinony is very stark and
shocking. | was appreciating
Dr. Bettigole causing us to
remenber the fires burning in
Canada, and how many of us snelled

and that were inpacted by that.
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Despite a coupl e years now t hat was
up in Canada, right, to say nothing
about what is being done just a
couple of mles away fromour city
limts. And | appreciate your
calling us to renenber even what
happened just in six hours with the
MOVE bonbing. This is very
I nportant. And | appreciate your
testi nony.

Pl ease state your nane
and begin with the testinony.

MS. ROBINSON: My nane
I's Lynn Robinson. [|'ma Gernmant own
resident and |'mgoing to scrap
what | brought to say. But | just
want to point out a couple of
things. First of all, | didn't
hear Article |, Section 27
mentioned today. But it's our
constitutional right to breathe
clean air.

And it occurred to nme as

| was preparing this that the right
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to breathe clean air is to protect
our fundanmental freedom You
cannot have freedom w t hout your
health freedons. But anyway, |
just want to point out that there
was a m stake nade today by the
adm ni strati on.

Rewor | d does not sell
their ash. They pay landfills to
take their ash because it's
conpletely toxic. And so, if we
stop burning our trash in Chester
and we send our trash to landfills,
those landfills will be healthier
because they will not be receiving
the ash that we're burning in
Chester.

The ash is when it goes
to a landfill, it |eeches out all
ki nds of heavy netals and ot her
maj or toxic materials quickly
because it's already been burned
down into very small particles and

It goes out into the environnent.
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So those landfills may have nore
vol une, but they're going to be
| ess toxic because it won't have
our incinerated ash.

The other thing -- |
thi nk there was sonething el se
wanted to say, but -- oh, yeah. To
delay this, saying they're | ooking
into different options is
conpletely i moral and stupi d.
There's no reason to delay the
decision to end the contract with
i ncineration. Even if we send
everything to landfills for four
nore years and it takes four years
for themto figure out diversion
prograns and whatever else, there's
really no excuse. That's all.
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Thank you very, very nuch for your
t esti noni es.

WIl the derk call the
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next witnesses to testify.

THE CLERK: Steve
Si rmons, Jasm ne Bahanonde,

Dr. Marco Castal di.

(Wt nesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Was t here anyone who was cal |l ed
t hat has not cone forward?

Clerk, was there anyone
who was called that did not cone
f orwar d?

THE CLERK: Jasm ne. |
t hi nk that she's naking her way
towards the --

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Ckay. Perfect.

MR SI MMONS: Good
evening. M nane is Steve Simmons.
|"ma consultant in the solid waste
i ndustry. |'ma resident of
Chester County, Pennsylvania, where
| serve on the Board of Directors

of the Chester County Solid Waste
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Aut hority.

| ve worked on waste
I ssues in and around the city of
Phi | adel phia for 30 years. Thernal
waste energy facilities have a | ong
and successful track record as an
environnentally safe, reliable and
secure option for the nanagenent of
wast e which is not otherw se
recycl ed or conposted, which should
be our first priority.

So we all agree that
communities in our region have
utilized these facilities as a
preferred managenent option for
over 30 years. Three counties in
Pennsyl vani a; Bucks, Del aware and
Mont gonery, along with two in New
Jersey, provide al nost 40% of the
wast e di sposal capacity in this
region. Also of note is the fact
that over the past decade, the
region's avail able | andfill

capacity has declined and conti nues
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to do so.

In the Pennsyl vani a
Depart nent of Environnent al
Prot ecti on Sout heast region, which
Is conprised of the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a, Berks, Chester,

Del awar e and Mont gonery Counti es,
there's only one remaining
commercial landfill. The cost of
transporting our waste out of our
regi on, whether by truck or rail,
to landfills and communities far
away from Phil adel phia is ever

I ncreasing and the landfills are
ever farther away.

If the city were to
adopt the policy of banning waste
energy treatnent facilities as a
wast e managenent option, in the
future it may be left with only one
di sposal option in the PA Sout heast
region. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

Thank you. Please proceed with --
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|"msorry. Please state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your comment. Thank you so much.

MR CRI STALDI: Marco
Cristaldi. Good afternoon. Thank
you for the opportunity to broaden
my thoughts on Bill 250768. |'ma
Pr of essor of Chem cal Engi neering
and Chairman of the Chem cal
Engi neering Departnent at the Cty
College of City University of New
York. 1'ma Technical Fellow of
the Anmerican Society of Mechani cal
Engi neers and the Anerican
I nstitute of Chem cal Engi neers.

| ' ve been conducti ng
research and engi neering
assessnments on sustai nabl e waste
managenent sol utions ranging from
reuse to landfill for nearly 20
years. |'ve received the Ful bright
@ obal Scholar Award in recognition
for that work. | hope ny comments

provi de hel pful gui dance.
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Managi ng waste is a
probl em that requires several
technol ogies as well as appropriate
public responsibility. The concept
of zero waste or zero waste to
landfill is fiction. Al waste
managenent processes, except for
reduction efforts, will have a
resi dual waste.

The average U. S. MsW
generation rate is 4 pounds per
person per day, which is an
enornous rate. Therefore, attenpts
to manage MSW nust match the scal e
of generation and be reliable and
resilient. Currently, there are
only two solutions that can
conpl etely manage all the MSW
generated by society. They are
waste to energy and | andfilling.

Al other solutions can only nanage
a portion and together will not
mat ch the generation scal e.

There are robust air
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pol lution control systens in place
t hat have brought every category of
WE em ssions significantly bel ow
regulatory limts. Finally,

Eur opean epi dem ol ogi cal studies
have not found the connection

bet ween nodern, well-run and
mai nt ai ned WI' operation to adverse
human health effects. Thank you to
allow nme to provide this
perspective to the great Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you so much for your conment
t oday.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your conment.

M5. BAHAMONDE: Good
afternoon. And thank you for the
opportunity to speak today. M
name i s Jasm ne Bahanonde, and | am
the HR Manager at Reworld in

Chester and also a |ifelong
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resi dent of Phil adel phi a.

As a proud Latina who
grewup in this region, | take true
pride in working for a conpany that
Is not only commtted to
sustainability, but also to the
peopl e who make our community
thrive. Reworld is a sustainable
sol utions conpany focused on
hel ping cities and busi nesses
rei magi ne what their waste can do.
But for us, sustainability goes
beyond environnental goals.

It also is about
creating sustainable opportunities
for people. Wen | joined Reworld
I n February of 2023, only a few
enpl oyees lived locally in the
Chester area. And through
intentional hiring practices,
communi ty partnerships and a strong
commtnment to equity and inclusion,
we' ve increased that nunber to over

20, specifically 26 of Chester
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enpl oyees and grow ng.

These i ndividuals bring
I nval uabl e perspective, pride and
representation to our workforce.
As team nenbers nove on or retire,
we remai n intentional about filling
those roles with talent fromthe
Chester comunity. This focus on
| ocal hiring strengthens our | ocal
inpact. It's about nore than
filling positions. For ne, it's
about openi ng doors to neani ngful,
| ong-term careers.

One exanple is Bruce
Giffith, a Chester high school
student who has been wth us for
over 33 years. Today he's our
training and operations supervisor,
nmentoring others and show ng what's
possi bl e when | ocal talent is given
the opportunity to grow and | ead.

We're proud of the
progress we've nade and we're

commtted to continuing to expand
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| ocal career opportunities right
here in the Phil adel phia and
Chester region and we wll continue
to be inclusive. Thank you so
much, Madam Chair and the rest of
the comm tt ee.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you so nuch for your comrents
today. Thanks to all of you.

WIIl the Cerk please
call the next several public
comment ers.

THE CLERK: Anne Di xon,
Alyssa Wl de, Marvin Gonez.

(Wt nesses approached
W tness table.)

M5. DI XON:  Anne Di xon
with Reclaim Thank you,

Envi ronmental Commttee. And thank
you for staying for the bitter end.
So the results of this past

el ection show that all around our
country people are aligned with

progressi ve val ues.
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The Mayoral election in
New York City brought out the nost
voters in 50 years and brought a
big win for Zohran Mandani. This
was because his policies are
clearly very different from what
peopl e have been living wth.

City Council, please
pass on this nessage to your fellow
Counci | men that for your own best
interest, break with the tired
policies of the past and ride this
wave of progressiveness. Note that
only that -- let's see. W've been
I nhal i ng poi son from burning our
own trash for many decades. Voting
for the Stop Trashing Qur Air Act
wi |l make you nore popular with
your own el ectorate. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you very nuch.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with

your conmment.
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MR R FFITH M nane
Is Bruce Giffith. 1'mhere for
Alisa's spot because she left, if
that's okay.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
That's fine.

MR GRIFFI TH.  Thank
you. Thank you for the opportunity
to speak to us on this matter. M
name is Bruce Giffith. |I'ma
i fel ong Del aware County resident,
seven-year United States Marine
Cor ps veteran, and | was born and
raised in the city of Chester. |I'm
still Training and QOperations
Supervi sor at the Chester Reworld
facility.

|'ve been fortunate
enough to work at the facility for
34-plus years, starting out as a
| aborer. | got that and knew
not hing. Laborer through the
training, went in the maintenance

departnent, the operations
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departnment. 10 years in the
control room which you need a
federal |icense of running boilers,
SO you know what's com ng out that
stack, and progressed into several
managenent positions. Wrked ny
way up. | was operations nanager
for a few years. Stepping back and
|"mgetting ready to retire.

We produce sustai nabl e
el ectric generation, which reduces
t he dependence on burning fossil
fuels. W recycle both ferrous and
non-ferrous and we reduce the
wei ght of the MSWsubstantially by
90% as before nentioned by others.
Just as inportant to our continual
comm tnment to our surrounding
comuni ties, though we do city
cl eanups, provide neals to the
service center, clothing drives,
food drives throughout the year.

| personally take pride

in assisting the opportunities for
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enpl oynent with the people of our
community, specifically ny city of
Chester, passing on ny know edge to
t he new enpl oyees, which provides
me with a feeling of know ng
sust ai nabl e sol utions for the

ever growi ng concern that waste
managenent can continue to nove

f orwar d.

| personally conduct
nunmerous tours at the facility and
di scussions wth high school s,
el ected officials, colleges,
pr of essi onal individuals and
personal just seeking for
i nformati on on our process and
what's the result of it.

The facility provided ne
stability for me and ny famly when
Pennsyl vani a Shi p Buil di ng was
cl osed down. After | got out of
Marine Corps, | worked there. Six
years it closed down. | went there

as a | aborer and |I've been there
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for 34 years. |It's afforded ne the
opportunity to | earn and grow ny
knowl edge and the chal | enge of
field of therno chem cal operation
that | can provide to the people
that still live in ny city. Thank
you for your tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you for your comment today
and thank you for your service to
our country.

MR RFFITH It was ny
pleasure. 1'd do it againin a
heart beat .

MR. GOMES: Cood
afternoon. M nane is Marvin
Gones. Chai rwoman Gaut hi er and
menbers of the Environnental
Commttee. |'mthe owner and
Presi dent of Cari bbean Operators, a
proud, certified mnority-owned
busi ness and certified | ocal
entity.

|'ve been a |long-tine
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haul er here in the city of

Phi | adel phia. | started ny

busi ness in 1999 beginning with
just one truck as a subcontractor.
And over the years, |'ve been
fortunate to grow ny business into
a conpany that provides 50 jobs in
Phi | adel phi a regi on and haul i ng
materials, hauling across the city
of Phi | adel phi a.

As a | ocal business
owner, | seen firsthand how
inmportant it is for the city to
support conpanies and invest in our
community and create |ocal jobs.

My teamand | take great pride in
being part of the fabric of

Phi | adel phia, hiring |ocal,
supporting small busi nesses and
help to keep the city clean and
striving.

Rewor | d has played a big
role in that journey. Wen | first

nmet them | was just starting out.
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Qur partnership and their
comm tnment to |ocal businesses has
hel ped nme expand workforce and hire
nore people who live and work right
here i n Phil adel phi a.

| appreciate the
opportunity to share ny perspective
today and I want to thank the
Counci | for your continued
attention to the needs of the | ocal
operators |ike nyself.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you so nmuch for your comment,
for your work in the city and for
bei ng here today. Thank you.
Thanks to all of you.

Pl ease call the nanes of
t he next several commenters.

THE CLERK: John Scott,
Carol Hagl er and Abby Bustraan.
And | apologize if | mspronounce
any nanes, if you can cone up.

(Wt nesses approached

W tness table.)
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COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Good evening. Thank you so nuch
for joining us today. Please state
your nane for the record and
proceed with your comrent.

MS. BUSTRAAN:.  Sure.
Thanks. M nane is Abby. I'ma
col l ege student in Chester. | go
to Wdener and | also work as a
soci al worker in Phil adel phia,
which |'m here today, | skipped ny
| unch break and ny boss |let ne take
the afternoon off to be here today
because this is an inportant issue
to the people that | |ove.

"' m not a science
person, but | can tal k about a
story that | have relating to this
issue. On one of ny first days at
W dener during orientation week, |
remenber wal king out of ny dormto
a snell that I wll never forget.
It was a sweet snell, but it wasn't

a nice snell. It was sort of |ike
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a sickeni ng sweet ness.

It snelled to ne like a
rotting -- | asked ny friend at the
time who was wth ne that grew up
I n Chester, what that snell was.
And she responded as if it was
nothing, that's the incinerator.
And | asked why it snelled sweet.
And she said, that's the chocol ate
scent that they used to cover it
up. So every coupl e days you wake
up in Chester, you snell a
di sqgusting, chocolaty snell. It's
sonet hing that they put on the
trash before they burn it to cover
up the snell of the trash. O
course, that covers up not hing.

Now, | have an
apartnment. | live there full-tine.
| snell that sickening, rotten
snell of trash every fewtines a
week when | renmenber what it neans.
| hold ny breath on the way to ny

car.

Page 285

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on the Environment

And | talk froma place
of privilege. | didn't grow up in
Chester. |[|'ve only lived there for
four years. And | didn't breathe
In that trash grow ng up
devel opnentally the way that nost
of the residents do. Many are not
that lucky. The kids that | see
wal king to school in ny
nei ghbor hood have unusually hi gh
rates of asthmm, and | ung cancer
ravages the community.

My partner grew up in
Chester his whole life. H's entire
famly has asthma and his
grandf at her has term nal |ung
cancer and is going to probably
pass away later this year. | want
to appreciate the individual
wor kers of Reworld, but the conpany
as a whol e shoul d be enbarrassed of
itsel f.

The incinerator ruins

lives. It represents a total
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over | ooki ng of the Chester
conmunity. It represents
environnmental racism |'ve only
lived in Chester for four years,
but it's been a wonderful hone to
me. It's been nothing but kind to
nme as a guest and it deserves nuch
better than what it has right now.
So thank you for allowng ne to
speak.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you for being here and thank
you for sharing such a personal
story. And thanks to your boss for
giving you sone flexibility.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed.

MR SCOTT: Good
eveni ng, Chai rwoman Gaut hi er,
Counci | man O Rour ke and Counci | man
Harrity. Thank you all so nuch for
having this hearing. M nane is
John Scott for the record.

You know, |'m here
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representing Reworld. Chairwonman
Gauthier, I wsh | could say this
in front of Councilman Driscoll,
Counci | wman Bass, and Counci | woman
Ahmad, but | do want to say that
toni ght we had over 25 workers here
fromthe city of Chester that work
at the facility.

These are workers that
are sons and daughters of Chester.
These are fol ks that have played in
bi ddy basketball. These are fol ks
that are forner Chester Panthers.
And so, for the record, for folks
to paint us out as if we do not
care about the city of Chester,
it's just not true.

| am soneone who, you
know, |'ve worked in Chester for
over 13 years now. |It's adopted ne
and it's been a pleasure to work
there and al so have friends that
come fromthere as well. As it

relates to this bill, in
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under st andi ng what the

adm ni stration said, | do believe
that there is a need to | ook at and
evaluate all disposal options.

The legislation as it's
currently witten does not. And
understand that we all want to be
great environnental stewards and we
want to do what's right, and
think there is a chance to do that
by evaluating all of the options.
So in ternms of the rush or as sone
ot her people put it, I'd like to
say let's be thoughtful in how we
eval uate and how we | ook at things,
under standi ng that, you know,
there's context, and we don't want
to set a precedent in which we
can't conme back from or that
signals negativity. So |I'msure
that this great body will ook into
that and they'll do the right thing
as well and in | ockstep with the

adm ni stration, which is what they
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pr oposed.

As it relates to
devel opnent on the waterfront,
Rewor| d operates in a |lot of other
comruni ti es where devel opnent
happens. There are nmulti-mllion
dol | ar condom ni uns i n several
ot her communities that we operate
in. So fromthe standpoint of
sayi ng, hey, devel opnent can't
happen if Reworld is there is just
not true. So | do want to kind of
poi nt that out as well.

And this is the first
time -- |'ve attended Council
before, in which there's been
public comment done after a full
commttee vote. But there's a new
time for everything and hopefully,
as we | ook to evaluate our options,
we can do so thoughtfully and
wi t hout rush and in a neasured
approach. So thank you agai n,

Counci | woman Gaut hi er.
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COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you for your coment. |
appreci ate you being here. Just to
touch briefly on the topic of
negativity, some conversations are
hard. Every day we have hard
conversations in this chanber. And
then as far as the proceedi ngs for
the hearing, it's not ideal but it
happens quite regularly that if
we're running out of quorum we're
going to | ose conmttee nenbers, we
will break, we will vote and then
go back so that everyone is heard.
Thank you for your patience and for
bei ng here today. W appreciate
it.

Before we end for the
day, | would be remss if | did not
recogni ze ny Legislative Director,
Mary Jones, who just wal ked into
chanbers.

( Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
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Mary worked so hard on this
| egi slation, on this hearing, and
this is not the only big or tough
topi c she has taken on in the year
since she's been a part of ny
Council office. And we appreciate
her hard and excellent work. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
And with that, we are now
adj ourning this hearing of the
Commttee of the Environnent. |
want to rem nd everybody still
wat chi ng and here today that the
Commttee voted Bill 250768 out of
commttee with a favorable
recommendati on. Thank you so nuch
for being here today.

(Commttee on the

Envi ronnment concluded at 5:40 p.m)
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