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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Good
nor ni ng, everyone. | understand that
state law currently requires that the
fol | ow ng announcenent be nmade at the
begi nning of every renote public
hearing as follows: Due to the
current public health energency, Gty
Council Commttees are currently
neeting renotely. W are using
M crosoft Teanms to nmake these renote
heari ngs possi bl e.

I nstructions for how the
public may view and offer public
testinony at public hearings of
Council Committees are included in the
public hearing notices that are
published in the Daily News, |nquirer
and Legal Intelligencer prior to the
hearing and can al so be found at
PHLCounci | . com

WIl the derk please cal
the roll to take attendance. Menbers
that are in attendance wll please

i ndi cate that they are present when
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their nanes are called. Also, please
say a few brief words when respondi ng
so that your image wi |l be displayed

on the screen when you speak.

WIlIl the derk please take
the roll.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Mar k Squi l | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good
nmorning, M. Chair. Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
nmorning, M. Chair and col |l eagues. |
am present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Kat herine G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Good norning, M. Chair.
Good norni ng, colleagues. | am
present .

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Brian O Neill

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Good

nmorning to the Chair and all Menbers.

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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Present.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very nuch. A quorum of the
Committee is present and this hearing
is now called to order. This is the
public hearing of the Commttee on
Rul es regarding Bill No. 220634.

WIlIl the Cerk please read
the title of the bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 220634,
est abl i shing a nei ghbor hood
| nprovenent district to be known as
the North Broad Business | nprovenent
District in the area that generally
I ncl udes both sides of North Broad
Street fromthe north side of Spring
Garden Street to the south side of
| ndi ana Avenue, excluding 2700 to 2900
bl ocks on the west side of the
streets, beginning wth 510 North
Broad Street and continuing to 2929
North Broad Street. It also includes
1300 Fairnount Avenue, 1406 Ri dge
Avenue, 1408 Ri dge Avenue, 1363 West
Seltzer Street, 1361 West Silver
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Street and 1362 West Silver Street,
desi gnating North Broad Renai ssance

t he | egal nane of which is Avenue
Nort h Renai ssance, whi ch has organized
itself as a Pennsylvania nonprofit
corporation as the Nei ghborhood

| mprovenent District Managenent

Associ ation for the District.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you. Before we begin to hear
testinony fromthe w tnesses we have
for today, everyone who has been
invited to the neeting to testify
shoul d be aware that this public
hearing is being recorded. Because
the hearing is public, participants
and vi ewers have no reasonabl e
expectation of privacy. By continuing
to be in the neeting, you are
continuing to being recorded.

Additionally, prior to
recogni zi ng Menbers for the questions
or comrents they have for w tnesses, |
will note for the record at this tine

that we will use the chat feature
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available in Mcrosoft Teans to all ow
Menbers to signify they wish to be
recognized. In order to conply with
t he Sunshine Act, the chat feature
must only be used for this purpose.

WIlIl the derk please cal
the panel for Bill No. 220634.

THE CLERK: We have Philip
G een.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Good
norning, Philip. State your nane for
the record and begin your testinony.

MR GREEN: My nane is Philip
Green. Good norni ng, Chairman Johnson
and nmenbers of the Rules Conmmttee.

My nane is Philip Geen. 1|'mthe
Program Manager for Conmerci al
Corridor Inprovenents for the
Departnent of Conmerce. |'mhere to
testify in support of Bill No. 220634
to establish a North Broad Business

| nprovenent District.

The creation of Business
| mprovenent Districts aligns with

Commerce's mssion to drive

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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nei ghbor hood revitalization that
contributes to vibrant comrerci al
corridors. W support comunity-Ied
efforts to support the economc
vitality and quality of life in their
ar eas.

The North Broad Renai ssance
organi zed a core group of stakehol ders
to establish a BID in 2019. Their
efforts included nmultiple public
presentations, regular nonthly
neetings, mailings and door-to-door
outreach, but hit a pause with the
pandenmi c and civil unrest of 2020.

The effort was reinvigorated
this year wwth a repeat of their
I ntensi ve outreach. This doubl ed
engagenent effort has resulted in
today's | egislation, which includes
boundari es along North Broad Street,
the North Broad Street corridor. A
five-year operations plan, a budget, a
nmet hod of assessing property owners
and organi zati onal byl aws.

The plan will fund cl eaning
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and safety, maintenance and greeni ng,
mar ket i ng and communi cati ons, business
attraction, retention and devel opnent
capital inprovenents and personnel and
adm ni stration. North Broad as you
know is a heavily-used high profile
t horoughfare that serves as a backbone
for the Gty as a whol e.
Creating a BID to serve this
area will benefit small, medium and
| ar ge-si zed busi nesses, property
owners and |l ong-tine residents and
students contenplating a future in
Phi | adel phia's econony. It creates a
way for both long-tinme tenants and new
I nvestors on North Broad to work
together. It also creates a fair way
for new property owners to contribute
to the services that benefit everyone.
As we've seen in other areas,
It is easier to address cl eanliness,
public safety, business attraction and
retention in districts with an
organi zati on dedicated to these issues

and representing its constituents. W
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commend the North Broad Renai ssance
and their stakehol ders for that

col l aboration on these issues by
chanpioning for a BID

Thanks so nuch for an
opportunity to testify. |'mhappy to
take any questions at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very nuch for your testinony. Any
questions or coments from nenbers of
the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: | do see
we have the Council President on.
Wul d he like to make a comment on
this particular bill?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Good norning, M. Chairman and nenbers
of the Comm ttee.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Good
nor ni ng, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Real brief, | just wanted
to al so commend North Broad

Renai ssance for their hard work. |

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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know it's been a chall enge over a
nunber of timnmes between fighting
CovI D, fighting the naysayers and al
the other things we have to do when we
want to do sonething a little bit
di fferent, but congratulations to them
for this process. Thank all of the
supporters and thank the Chair. And
I'"d just like to say today ny
ent husi astic support for the North
Renai ssance BID.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  You're
wel come, Council President. As
al ways, good job on focusing on
I nproving the quality of life in your
District. And | just want to say hats
off to you for always being innovative
and noving these types of initiatives
f orward.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, M. Chairman. | watched
you and took note.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank

you, Council President.

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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Any ot her questions or
comments from nmenbers of the
Conmm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Heari ng
none, Philip, we want to thank you for
t esti nony.

WIlIl the derk please cal
any witnesses that are here to testify
on this particular bill whose nane has
not been call ed.

THE CLERK: There are no
addi ti onal w tnesses.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Heari ng
none at this tinme, the Commttee wll
take a brief pause to allow nenbers of
t he public who have registered for the
public coment section to be called
into this virtual neeting.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Counci | renber Johnson, al so point of
I nformation. Council menber Ch is
present .

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  The

Chair recogni zes Council man Ch as

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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bei ng present. Thank you, Council man
Ch.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you
very nuch, Chair.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: W wi |
now hear testinony of those who have
signed up for public coment.

The Cerk will call your nane
and once call ed, please state your
name for the record and proceed with
your testinony. WII the Cerk please
call the first wtness.

COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT:

M. Chair, we're going to need a short
break to get public comment in. W'l
need a few mnutes to get that, sir.

COUNCI LMAN  J OHNSON:
Understood. Just give ne the signal
when you' re ready, sir.

(Brief recess.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: W wi |
now go on to hear the testinony from
t hose who have signed up for public
comment. The Cerk will call your

nanme and once call ed, please state

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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your nane for the record and proceed
Wi th your testinony.

WIlIl the derk please cal
the first wtness.

THE CLERK: First, we have
Tara Patrick Tayl or.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Good
morni ng, Tara. Just state your nane
for the record and begi n your
t esti nony.

M5. PATRI CK TAYLOR  Hi.
This is Tara Patrick Tayl or.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Good
norning, Tara. You can start your
t esti nony.

M5. PATRI CK TAYLOR: H . |
read over a bill that you guys had
proposed. It was sonething about a
honel ess shelter. Can you el aborate
onit alittle bit nore because |
didn't read a lot on it over the
I nternet?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thi s
particular bill is not about a

honel ess shelter. This particular

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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1 bill deals with creating a Business
2  |Inprovenent District.
3 M5. PATRI CK TAYLOR  (h,
4 okay. Yes, | do see that here in
5 Philadelphia in addition that | did
6 receive this notification in the mail.
7 1t's pretty nmuch what is needed here
8 is pretty nmuch clear guidelines in
9 funding business start-ups for this
10 District, what is needed is the
11 funding, grant funding and partners
12 that's willing to partner with the
13 different organizations.
14 COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  I's that
15  your testinony, na'anf
16 MS. PATRI CK TAYLOR  Yes.
17 COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  I's that
18 your testinony you're saying?
19 MS. PATRI CK TAYLOR  Yes.
20 COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Ckay.
21 Al right. Well, thank you very nuch.
22 kay?
23 M5. PATRI CK TAYLOR:  Kkay.
24 COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Have a
25 great day. WII the Cerk please call

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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t he next --
M5. PATRI CK TAYLOR:  (Kkay.
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: - -

W t ness.

THE CLERK: Next to testify
we have Shal i mar Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Good
norni ng, Shalimar. Please state your
nanme for the record and begin your
t esti nony.

M5. THOVAS: Good nor ni ng.
Good norni ng, everyone. M nane is
Shal i mar Thomas and t hank you,

Chai rman Johnson and nenbers of the
Rul es Commttee, for allowing ne to
present at today's hearing in support
of Bill 220634 regarding the North
Broad Busi ness | nprovenent District.

As | nmentioned, ny nane is
Shal i mar Thomas. |'mthe Executive
Director for the North Broad
Renai ssance. The North Broad
Renai ssance currently operates at the
Special Service District between City

Hal | and Butler Street. Qur coverage

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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area connects seven zip codes and nore
t han 50, 000 residents and over 2,000
busi nesses.

The North Broad corridor
connects several pedestrians, bike and
transit-friendly nei ghborhoods between
Cty Hall and Butler Street. North
Broad al so plays host to over 30, 000
cars daily and ei ght subway stations.

The North Broad Renai ssance
supports an inproved quality of life
for this grow ng denographic by
executing on four prograns, Cean and
Saf e, Marketing and Conmuni cati ons,

Mai nt enance and Landscapi ng and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent. Wth nore than
2 billion in valued real estate al ong
North Broad Street, the corridor has
becone one of the nost hottest
econom ¢ devel opnent opportunities in
the Gty.

Wth new devel opnents
happening, there is unlimted
potential for further economc

vitalization along North Broad. But

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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I f you drive or wal k al ong the
corridor, you know there's a real need
f or enhanci ng the nunici pal services.
That neans nore public safety or nore
pol i ce services, nore street cleaning,
nore marketing to help the corridor
realize its econom c potential and
strategic retention and busi ness
attracti on needs.

Overall North Broad Street is
in a prime position to | everage this
devel opnent in a way that is inclusive
and can create a real enploynent
opportunity for the community and
I nprove the overall quality of life
for residents, workers, businesses and
visitors.

The North Broad Renai ssance
and our conmunity partners have been
working diligently to create a
cl eaner, greener and safer North Broad
Street. For the |ast seven years, we
have inproved the litter index. And
one of our partners indicated North

Broad is the cleanest they've seen in

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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10 years.

Qur | andscapi ng program has
wor ked to nmmi ntain green space and
afford the community all the benefits
of vital green spaces. CQur
partnerships with organi zations |ike
Visit Philly work to make sure the
North Broad corridor was a part of the
hospitality and tourism conversation,
working to bring those dollars into
the community.

W' ve established the North
Broad Busi ness Roundtable to provide a
space for North Broad businesses to
nmeet and share resources to help them
grow. In addition, we forned the
North Broad Real Estate Conm ssion, a
col l aboration of North Broad
devel opers wor ki ng together and
sharing information to hel p pronote
strategic and inpactful devel opnent.

The contracts we award are
done so with intent. And nearly every
dollar we raise is reinvested back

into the North Broad community, with
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their |argest contract being awarded
to a Bl ack- owned, woman- owned busi ness
t hat operates in North Phil adel phi a.
As a matter of fact, nearly 90 percent
of our spend is wth Bl ack-owned

busi nesses. |'msharing this because
this is only the beginning.

Wth the dedicated resources,
the North Broad Business | nprovenent
District will allow the North Broad
Renai ssance to sustain and enhance
t hese services that vitalize the
community, create opportunities and
| nprove the overall econom c power and
quality of life along North Broad
Street by doing the following: As |
menti oned, keeping North Broad Street
cl ean and safe, maintaining and
| nprovi ng green space al ong Broad
Street, working with nenbers of the
community to share updates about the
corridor, undertaking innovative,
strategi c and diverse economc
devel opnent efforts that include

busi ness attracti on and wor ki ng

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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col | aboratively to attract busi nesses
t hat can pronote sustainabl e

enpl oynent opportunities, tourism and
excitenent, all of which provide a
ripple effect on enpl oynent
opportunity and job growth, also

busi ness retention and working with
partners and City agencies to ensure
current businesses are updated on the
current market, trends and
opportunities to grow their business,
whi | e sustaining the historical
significance of the corridor.

And lastly, job equity,
provi di ng enpl oynment opportunities for
a w de range of stakeholders, fromthe
hi gh school graduates to coll ege
graduates. W understand that we
operate in an educational hub, and
It's inportant for those students who
attend Ben Franklin; SLA; Mathenmatics,
G vics and Sci ence Charter School;
Franklin Learning Center; Parkway
Center City; TECH Freire and Masterman

to see the opportunities that exist
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when they graduate in the sane manner
that students from Tenple University
see opportunity, as well as students
finishing programm ng at O C.

W are excited to see one of
Phi | adel phia's nost prom nent
corridors continue to grow in a way
that's inclusive and inpactful, and we
strongly believe the North Broad
Busi ness | nprovenent District is key
to ensuring that this nonentum
continues. Thank you again for
allowng ne to present at today's
heari ng.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very nmuch. And as al ways,
Shal i mar, great job with your
| eadership inproving the quality of
life of North Broad Street, so great
j ob.

M5. THOMAS:. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  You're
wel cone.

WIl the derk please cal

t he next w tness.
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THE CLERK: Next we have Ruth
Birchett.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Rut h,
are you there?

M5. BI RCHETT: Good norning.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. BI RCHETT: Good norning,
Councilman. M nane is Ruth Birchett.
I"'ma lifelong resident of
Phi | adel phia, North Phil adel phi a where
ny famly has resided nearly a
century. And | want to begin by
comrendi ng our Council President and
Di strict Council person Darrell d arke
for his foresight and for finally
bringing this resource to our
conmuni ty.

This is sonething | | ooked
for since the early '90s when Mayor
Rendel | appointed his wife to head the
Avenue of the Arts effort and that
revitalization. And many of us said
t hen what about North Broad, what

about the Uptown, what about Freedom
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Theat er, what about the Blue Horizon.

And now, we have the North
Broad Renai ssance whi ch under the
| eader shi p of Shalimar Thomas has
reached out to our conmunity. |'ve
participated in |listening sessions
where we were able to see draw ngs and
listen to the consultants tell us
about the vision and just the
stewardship that they have had and
that we can see realtine inprovenents
on North Broad Street. Finally, that
it is clean, that it |ooks nice. The
greenery is just uplifting to the
spirit.

| also want to comrend
Dr. Kenneth Scott for his just always
being on point in trying to do
everything that they can over at the
Beech Corporation to hel p our
community. | fully support the
Busi ness | nprovenent District and | ook
forward to the resilience that we w ||
regain in our conmmunity which has

suffered econom c | oss and so many
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other things since the riots of |ast
century. But |'m hopeful and
appreciative and internally grateful
to the North Philadel phia -- the North
Renai ssance.

And Shal i mar Thonmas, | just
appreci ate her being from North
Phi | adel phia and having the spirit to
do the best that she can to uplift us
homeowners in particular who wll have
a chance to go and shop on Broad
Street again and even nore. So thank
you for hearing ny testinony and |
| ook forward to seeing the passage of
this ordinance in Cty Council soon.
Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very nmuch for your testinony.

WIl the derk please cal
t he next w tness.

THE CLERK: Next we have
Queen Judi th Robi nson.

COUNCI LMAN  J OHNSON:
Ms. Robi nson, state your nane for the

record and pl ease go ahead and get
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started.

MS. ROBINSON: Yes. Yes.
Good nor ni ng.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Good
nmor ni ng.

M5. ROBI NSON:  Good norni ng
all. | am Queen Judith Robinson and
l"mhere to testify on Bill 220634.
This is regarding the North Broad
Street Business Inprovenent District,
and 1'mgoing to call it the second
ti me, okay.

| want to start off by saying
trust, but verify. 1 love ny people.
|"m born and raised in North Philly
too. | amfrom Strawberry Mansi on

originally and | presently ama

homeowner in North Central. I|I'ma
grandnother. |I'ma real estate
broker. |I'ma tour guide. I|I'ma

docent at the historic Church of the
Advocat e.

It's a whole | ot going on
y'all, and I want to make sure, nake

sure as a grandnother that ny youth

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




Rul es Comm ttee 26
9/ 20/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

are included in this future of our
City. YouthBuild will be in the old
PECO buil ding on Broad Street. | want
to include Strawberry Mansion. |f you
don't include all the schools -- let's
make sure we include Strawberry
Mansion. | got sone ideas y'all to
show what |'mworking with, okay.

But 1'mhere this norning as
all those things | nentioned prior,
but 1'mhere as the representati ve,
just a representative, with ny fell ow
comm ttee nenbers of the 32 Ward RCO
And our area of boundaries per this
Bl D, Business |nprovenent District,
Busi ness | nprovenent District, wll
radi ate all over our whole community,
our area is between -- on the west
si de between Susquehanna and
Mont gonery and on Broad, okay. That's
the very begi nning of the 32nd Ward.

So we're the 32nd Ward RCO.
We're vetting all of the devel opers,
okay, who are coming to build on our

corridor and in our ward, which is a
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1 very large ward. | believe it's the
2 largest ward in North Philly. So when
3 | cone to this forum 1've been to
4 pretty nuch every neeting that's ever
5 been held in North Philly about
6 anything because that's what | do.
7  But | want to raise sone concerns
8 here, because we're not going to | ose
9 every tine -- Black people | want to
10 say, because | like to keep it real --
11 we're not going to |lose every tine
12 billions of econom c devel opnent
13 happens in our conmunity.
14 So I'mgoing to keep it
15 straight with you all. | ain't going
16 to beat around the bush and give
17  everybody credit. 1'll give you
18 credit when | see those contracts for
19 the 50,000 people who you' re dependi ng
20 on our noney, even our EBT cards to
21  further your goals. You're claimng
22 every dine that's in the Bl ack
23 comunity. But when it cones to being
24 at the table, look, I"mon the enail
25 list. | love ny Shalimar Thonas,
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okay.

| just went down there to the
foundation and won all their swag, so
|"'mready for big tine, okay. But you
can't play us out of position. You
cannot put ny dear friend Shalimar at
the front of this big economc
devel opnent and then put her |ike the
gueen at the top, okay, and then
you're doing all the shenani gans
behi nd the background. It ain't going
to happen |ike that.

We got Tenple's Board, the
Trustee Board. Were are they? Let's
talk to them because they got a | ot of
power, okay. So | don't want to
digress too nuch. But | want to say
this BI D woul d from Fai rmount Avenue
to I ndiana Avenue all the way --
that's a whole | ot of poverty there
that we could include, so |I'm speaking
fromthe west side.

|'"'mthe best negotiator.
Don't be afraid because | say |I'm

Queen Judith Robinson. Bring nme to
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the table so you can know. Listen,
t hose neetings that were held with the
roundt abl e, they were not inclusive.
| didn't feel confortable in going to
t hose neetings. They said it was only
for the businesses of Broad Street.

So you cannot have neeti ngs
and not include the conmmunity. How
you not going to include ne. |I'm
sorry, I'mjust pretty vocal |ike
that. Take grandnom's wi sdom |
ain't going be around forever. |
ain't going to keep testifying 99
times for y'all to turn around and
give all the noney to the Wite man.
Cone on, y'all. Please stop. So |I'm
a negoti ator.

So let's get to it. Safety,
we're catching hell in Philadel phia as
it relates to safety. W're in the
22nd District. W got the Tenple
police. W got SEPTA police. W got
PHA police, and the parents of the
Tenpl e students ordered their own

police, y' all, because they scared.
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So we're not going to play ganes with
safety and act |ike we got it covered.
We got to have a real safety plan.
Y all read the article that's in the
| nqui rer February of this year about
how many of our officers in the 22nd
District are out on sick | eave. Read
it and weep. |I'mgoing to go there.

Al right, sanitation. Now,
this is ny area of expertise. W're
the only environnental justice
organi zati on, and sonebody can correct
me if I''mwong, Susquehanna, clean
up, pick up. Check us out. W
started years ago cleaning up the
corridor because | brought a business
to the corridor and | said, let's
clean it up.

| sent my young bulls down
the corridor wwth ny noney, a rolling
trash can, sone broons. Cone find out
about ny story. It'sin Gid
Magazi ne, so that's the sustainability
magazi ne, but |'m not going to bel abor

this because we're about cl eaning and
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safety, but we need a whole sanitation
plan, you all. Maybe now we can get
Tenple to clean up after their
students --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Queen
Judi t h.

M5. ROBINSON. Al right.

Let nme finish it up. Al right.
Gotcha. | know y'all would push ne.
But tourism we got to do tourism W
got to be inclusive of Black people.
Peopl e don't want to say that. You
cannot take all those jobs and give
themto Tenple students and then our
communi ty has not hi ng.

We have an excel |l ent program
of hospitality and tourismat Tenple.
W woul d |ike to nmake sure the Bl ack
children that I'mgoing to be
training, okay, even if | have to pay
a penny out of ny own noney to train
our youth to take advant age of
hospitality. W got a whole history
I n our nei ghborhood.

Al right. So If you' re not
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1 at the table -- I'"'mgoing to

2 paraphrase sonething that | heard

3 former Councilwoman Bl ondel |l Reynol ds

4 Brown say, if you're not at the table,

5 you're on the nenu. |1'mgoing to say

6 if you' re not at the hearings, you

7 wll not be heard. So |I'mhere to

8 anplify.

9 Condol ences, | nust say | ast
10 but not | east because this brought a
11 lot to the Broad Street -- condol ences
12 to the famly of Reverend Herb Lusk
13 and all those who knew of his work,

14 that brother worked very hard for

15 North Broad Street. And it's just

16 ironic that he passed. It nust have
17 been recently. Brother Danon Jones
18 fromWest Philly, | verified it from
19 him He put it on Facebook y'all.

20 Have a nonment of prayer before we

21  continue this hearing. Thank you very
22 much.

23 COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
24 you very much, Dr. Queen Judith

25 Robinson. You have a good day.
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WIl the derk please cal
t he next w tness.
THE CLERK: Next we have
| dal i a Adan.
M5. ADAN. Hi. Can you hear

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes, |
hear you. Yes.

M5. ADAN. Ckay. Geat. H.
Good norni ng, Chairman Johnson and
menbers of the Rules Commttee. Thank
you for hearing ny testinony.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. ADAN. | just want to
just like -- before | begin ny
testinony, | do want to concur wth
Ms. Judith. | agree with her
sentinments in regard to being
inclusive in regards to the existing
community and al so a big shout-out to
Shalimar. W appreciate all the hard
wor k that she does and the fact that
she's gotten us here.

Again, nmy nane is ldalia
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1 Adan. | amthe cofounder of Beyond
2 the Seanms. W are a custom apparel
3 conpany. W do enbroidery, screen
4 printing and ot her custom appar el
5 processes. W are |ocated at 828
6 North Broad Street. W' ve been here
7 since 2018 as a busi ness.
8 We just started, just ny
9 husband and |, and we just recently
10 brought in our friend as a partner.
11 His nanme is Mustafa Muhamad. In
12 addition to providing | ow cost
13  custoner apparel services, we nentor
14 young brand entrepreneurs fromthe
15 nei ghborhood to junpstart their small
16  busi nesses.
17 My position and invol venent
18 is |I'ma business owner here in the
19 corridor and has been involved with
20 NDR since the day ny doors opened on
21 Septenber 8th. Literally since day 1,
22 Shalimar and her crew canme, knocked on
23 ny door, gave ne a small business
24  package kit for Small Business
25 Saturdays and just really making us
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feel welcone in the comunity.

My personal reasons for
becom ng involved in this devel opnent
Is that ny husband and | have lived in
this community | onger than we have had
the privilege of owning a snall
busi ness. As soneone who grew up in a
hi ghly devel oped area, | grew up in
Nort hern Liberties.

|''m 33 years old, so ny
gr andnot her and ny grandf at her noved
fromPuerto Rico. Wen they cane from
Puerto Rico the early '60s, late '50s,
they noved to that area, Northern
Li berties and they' ve been there ever
since. M whole famly has been there
ever since. And so, as soneone who
grew up in an underdevel oped area that
turned highly devel oped, | know how
i mportant it is for the existing
community to be a part of and benefit
fromthe betternment of the
nei ghbor hood.

So al though I'm a huge
proponent of this BID, Bill No.

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




Rul es Conmittee 36
9/ 20/ 2022

1 200634, | forgot to nention that, | do
2 want to enphasize the need to nmake the
3 current existing community a part of
4 it. | think what makes this District
S5 unique is that so many institutions
6 like nentioned before surround us.
7 1'dlike to say we are like a vita
8 artery that connects fromorgan to
9 organ.
10 | don't need to give a |ist,
11 but there's Community Coll ege, there's
12 Tenpl e, Masterman, Einstein Hospital,
13 the MET. You have other community
14  organi zations |ike Project HOVE,
15 Philly Restart, so you know how it is.
16 W're like a big vital artery that
17 connects to all other successful
18 comunities around us.
19 This area i s super inportant
20 because due to the variety of
21 institutions surroundi ng us, we
22 facilitate the community and exi stence
23 of significantly diverse denographics.
24\ have students, famlies,
25 professionals |ike adm nistrators,

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




Rul es Comm ttee
9/ 20/ 2022

37

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

teachers, nurses, doctors, et cetera,
and what's nore inportant to a city
t han their people.

| feel |ike you can't devel op
wi t hout anyone to use devel opnent, so
It's inportant that we take care of
our people, not just the ones that
want to nove over here and create.

And yes, the potential inpact is great
| think. This is addressing inportant
I ssues |ike cleanliness,
beautification, public safety,

mai nt enance and greening. All things
are entitled to the growth and
sustainability of a comunity, a
community that our Gty needs.

Qur current chall enges |
woul d say are a lack of, as | think
Judith nentioned it, a lack of | cal
It casual exploratory for traffic,
which | nean as people who are just
wal ki ng t hrough the nei ghborhood to
expl ore, see what's here to shop. |
feel like there's not a |lot of that

because of the underdevel opnment of it
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and the lack of attention that's given
to the area.

But I will say changes that |
have seen since NDR has been
established is specifically the
cleanliness. | can't express how
grateful we are to their street
cl eaning crew that cones after the
trash guys, and sonetines the trash
peopl e don't come or our recycling
doesn't cone pick up, and | don't
understand why that is as we are on
Broad Street, but the recycling crew
cones through and nakes sure that it
doesn't get out of hand and ki nd of
keeps it together.

They' ve al so established
itself as a resource center.

That's --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  The
tinme, Ms. Adan.

MS. ADAN: Ch, okay. |'Il|
close it upto -- I'll skip to ny
personal statenent. It says, why do |

support the BID, and it's basically we
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want to succeed. W want our

busi nesses to flourish into the
community that it was borne into. A
community that we have built a
relationship with and | ove.

We started this business with
literally al nbst nothing. W got a
smal | $10,000 | oan. Most of that went
to first, last and security for rent.
Wth the determ nation, perseverance
and a beautiful idea, we are here
today. | think it's a grave
di sservice to others |like us to be
out bid on space that we nurtured and
cr eat ed.

Wth this declaration,
think the North Broad Business
| mpr ovenent Devel opnent woul d gi ve us
smal | businesses a fighting chance to
stay and not only to survive, but
thrive init. And that's the end of
my testinony. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very nuch for your testinony.

WIlIl the derk please cal
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t he next w tness.

THE CLERK: Next, we have
Robert Del Fem ne.

MR. DEL FEM NE: Good
nmor ni ng, Chai rman Johnson and
menbers --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  State
your name for the record and begin.

MR, DEL FEM NE: Ckay. |I'm
Robert Del Fem ne. Everyone calls ne
Del . Good norning, Chairman Johnson
and nenbers of the Rules Commttee.
I"'ma lifelong Philly OG that | oves
our Cty. | attended Central Hi gh
School and proudly serve as a Vice-
president for the Alumi Board. |
graduated from Penn State, worked at
Hahnemann Hospital and retired from a
29-year career as a sales and
mar keti ng executive at Johnson &
Johnson.

Al ong the way since '78,
continue to DJ locally and abroad and
| bi ke every day around our great

Cty. I'"mone of two partners in
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Under ground Concepts at the D vine
Lorraine. The other is Natalie
Maronski. She grew up in Virginia.
She was the daughter of a Vietnanese
i mmgrant, but definitely calls Philly
her city.

She's a culinary arts ad
busi ness honors graduate of Drexel.
She was a popul ar participant on
Bravo's Top Chef, and she's really
hi ghly respected in the industry.
She's a proud nenber of the LGBTQ
community, is in love with her doggies
and bi kes everywhere. So you don't
see very many wonen of col or, wonen of
col or queer that have this nuch
responsi bility and own this nuch in
our City. | appreciate the
opportunity to speak today because
North Broad Busi ness | nprovenent
District needs to becone a reality for
many reasons, but nostly because the
peopl e, comunity and busi nesses in
this corridor deserve it.

| just want to focus today on
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three words that underscore this
rationale: Vision, revitalization and
engagenent. W believe that our story
wi t h Underground Concepts can really
help illustrate what can happen when
vision results in revitalization

t hrough | ocal engagenent to build
sonet hi ng out of not hi ng.

In June of 2017, we had a
spark of an idea to create this
curated intersection of food, nusic
and culture in the iconic,
historically registered and first
racially integrated hotel in Anerica,
the D vine Lorraine.

As nost of you on this cal
today know, it had been vacant. It's
a destination for urban explorers and
It was stripped down to its
foundati onal bones first laid in 1894.
W were undaunted, well, maybe a
little bit. But our vision fit
perfectly with the D vine ower, ny
longtinme friend, Eric Blunenthal's

vision for the revitalization of North
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Broad Street.

Under ground Concepts was
formed in 2019, and we' ve partnered
and engaged with a great team of | ocal
bui | ders, designers, artists,
strategists and others to execute our
anbitious plan. One of our key
engagenents was with North Broad
Renai ssance and you heard Shali mar
speak a little whil e ago.

We have been partners with
t hem si nce the begi nning, and they
have unwaveringly supported us al ways,
10 in always, frompronotion to
safety, from brainstorm ng as you
heard sone of the other folks testify
to community business connecti ons.

Well, after getting the | ast
Heal t h Departnment approval in the
City, everything closed down. That
was March of 2020. W all renmenber
that. But in Cctober 2020, and it's
about resilience, we're
Phi | adel phi ans, we conme back, we

rallied back and the Daily, our coffee
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shop, opened for business.

In March of '21, Broad Hall,
an event space opened. And we tried
to do food. W've done nusic events.
W' ve done art events, local artists,
wonen, people of color, queer
communi ty and ot her events.
Foundation, a cocktail bar with a
recordi ng studi o, opened in 2021.
We're still trying to get that
recordi ng studio and bring the young
talent in the Gty.

The Annex, an all-day
restaurant bar with a retail line
craft beer, a local artist and shop,
we're going to open very shortly. W
currently enploy over 20 part-tine
enpl oyees with an estinmated 30 ful
and part-tinme enpl oyees when fully
operational, and all those people are
wthin two mles of the D vine
Lorrai ne.

W continue to engage,
anot her one of those three words, with

North Broad Renai ssance, because they
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were all about revitalization,
comruni ty engagenent and the vitality
of this corridor. W all know, |
mean, we're Phil adel phi ans, the
corridor was honme to incredible
econom ¢ community and cul tural i npact
I n Philadelphia in the early stages of
the 20th century. But it has
progressively deteriorated, all under
the eyes of Billy Penn's statue, which
let's face it, is just a few bl ocks
sout h.

Children, our true future,
study in numerous schools and the
universities that you' ve heard about
al ong the corridor, but worry about
safety on the way to and fromit.
Stunni ng architecture, nusic, art,
houses of worship and other Philly
flavor, and I'mintentionally using
that P-h there, are present but are
underused, underval ued and at a
m ni nrum under appreci ated. \Wy?

G eed, racism |ack of vision, too

hard to do. The answer's probably yes
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1 to all these and many others. It does
2 not matter.
3 The North Broad Busi ness
4 Inprovenent District, I'mgoing to
5 call it NBBID-- we always need a new
6 acronym-- will enable nore of that
7 vitality that we need and deserve, the
8 econom c and comunity recovery that
9 we need and deserve, the safety,
10 confort and beauty that we need and
11 deserve. And in the Cty that the
12 recent data showed 51.7 percent under
13 34 years old and 66. 3 percent people
14 of color, it wll provide a clear and
15 realistic path forward to a future
16 that is realistically hopeful that we
17  need and deserve.
18 Natalie and ny vision for
19 North Broad includes a stewardship and
20 resurgence of a great Philly
21 nei ghborhood. W are trying to be
22 good citizens, support good work,
23 charities, while bearing our fair
24 share of taxes. At the sane tinme we
25 strive to maintain the property we are
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privileged to use and protect our
envi ronnent .

In the end, Natalie and I
want to create joy and job. That NB
BID No. 17 | believe in the Gty wll
definitely help to enable that vision.
| really appreciate all that you do
and your time and consideration today.
So thank you very nuch for allow ng ne
to share.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very nuch for your testinony.

| s there anyone el se here to
testify whose nane has not been
cal | ed?

THE CLERK: There's actually
one additional individual, M. Chair.
And we have M chael Sterin as our | ast
public comenter.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Sur e.

COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT:  Par don
me, M. Chair. He dropped the Iine.

THE CLERK: Never mnd. |If
that is the case, there are no nore

comrenters for public comrent,
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M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Ckay. |
want to thank all the panels of
W tnesses for their participation
today. We val ue your input.

| nowinvite all panels of
W tnesses to please disconnect from
the neeting before we go into --
pl ease di sconnect fromthe hearing
before we go into our public neeting.
W will now pause the proceedings
briefly as nultiple participants | eave
t he hearing.

Thi s concl udes the public
hearing of the Commttee. W wll now
go into a public neeting to consider
the action to be taken on the bil
before this Commttee today. W wll
now convene the public neeting.

WIlIl the derk please cal
the roll to take attendance. Menbers
that are in attendance wll please
I ndi cate they are present when their
nanes are called. Also, please say a

few brief words when respondi ng so
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1 that your image will be displayed on
2 screen when you speak.

3 THE CLERK: Counci | menber

4 Mark Squill a.

5 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good

6 norning, M. Chair, colleagues.

7 Present.

8 THE CLERK: Counci | menber

9 Cdindy Bass.

10 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good

11 porning, M. Chair and col |l eagues. |
12 amstill present as well.

13 THE CLERK: Counci | menber

14  Katherine G| nore Richardson.

15 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE

16 RI CHARDSON: Good afternoon or good
17 nporning, M. Chair. Good norning,

18 coll eagues. | am present.

19 THE CLERK: Counci | mnenber
200 Brian O Neill.
21 COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Present.
22 THE CLERK: And,
23 Counci | menber David Oh.
24 COUNCI LMAN OCH:  Good nor ni ng,
25 Chair and coll eagues. |'m present.
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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you, everyone. W wll now go into
our public neeting.

The Chair recogni zes the
great gentleman from South
Phi | adel phia, Council man Mark Squill a,
for a notion on Bill No. 220634.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, M. Chair. |t takes one to know
one.

But I nove that Bill No.
200634 be reported fromthis Conmttee
with a favorabl e recomendati on and |
further nove that the rules of Counci
be suspended as to permt the first
reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | woman Kat herine G I nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion. It has
been noved and properly seconded that

Bill No. 220634 be reported fromthis
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Commttee wth a favorabl e
reconmendati on and further nove that
the rules of Council be suspended to
permt first reading of this bill at
t he next session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of the

notion wll signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Nays?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  The ayes
have it and the notion carries.

If there aren't any
addi ti onal comments for this neeting,
| want to thank everyone for taking
time out of your schedul e and
participating on this bill. Thank you
very much, everyone, and have a great
and bl essed day. Enjoy that weather
out there too.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, M. Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON: Thank you, M. Chair.
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  You're
wel come. Thank you.
(Committee on Rul es concl uded

at 10:51 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

|, hereby certify that the
proceedi ngs and evi dence noted are contai ned
fully and accurately in the stenographic
notes taken by nme in the foregoing matter,
and this is a correct transcript of the

sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sanme by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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