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COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Good
afternoon. To begin the public
hearing, | will nmake the follow ng
announcenent: Due to the continuing
threat of public health from COVI D
19, City Council Commttees are
currently neeting renotely. W are
using Mcrosoft Teans to make these
renote hearings possi bl e.

Instructions for how the
public may view and offer public
testinony at public hearings of
Council Commttees are included in
the public hearing notices that are
published in the Daily News, |nquirer
and Legal Intelligencer prior to the
heari ng and can al so be found on
PHLCouncil.com | now note that the
hour has cone.

M. CGolden, wll you please
call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance wl|
pl ease indicate that you are present

when your nane is called. Also,
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pl ease say a few brief words when
respondi ng so that your inmage will be
di spl ayed on screen when you speak.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Johnson.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Good aft er noon,
M. Chair. Good afternoon,
col | eagues. | am present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nember

Jones.
(No response.)
THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Vaughn.
COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Good
afternoon, everyone. | am present.

Looking forward to starting this
heari ng.

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Squi |l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good

afternoon, M. Chair and col | eagues.
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I''m present.

THE CLERK: Chair Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Present.
Well, thank you all that's on the
call for your patience. A quorumfor
the Committee is present and this
hearing is now called to order. This
Is the public hearing of the
Commttee on Licenses and | nspection
regarding Bill No. 230569 and Bill
No. 230647.

M. CGolden, will you pl ease
read the titles of these bills.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 230569,
anendi ng Chapter 9-4400 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
"Responsi bl e Busi ness Operations,"” to
expand the provisions of video
noni tori ng of nui sance busi nesses and
to provide additional enforcenent
mechani sns in connection with certain
nui sance busi nesses engaged in drug
par aphernalia sales, all under
certain terns and conditions.

And Bill No. 230647, anendi ng
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Subcode A of The Phil adel phi a

Adm ni strative Code and Subcode PM

t he Phil adel phia Property Maintenance
Code, of Title 4 and Chapter 9-3900,
Property Licenses and Owner
Accountability of The Phil adel phia
Code to nodify provisions, renedies,

I ncluding fines, and |licensing and
certification requirenents related to
shared retaining walls, all under
certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Thank
you. Before we begin to hear
testinony fromthe w tnesses we have
for today, everyone who has been
invited to the neeting to testify
shoul d be aware that this public
hearing is being recorded. Because
this hearing is public, participants
and vi ewers have no reasonabl e
expectation of privacy. By
continuing to be in this neeting, you
are consenting to being recorded.

Additionally, prior to

recogni zi ng Menbers for the questions
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or comments they have for the

wi tnesses, | will note for the record
at this tine that we wll use the
chat feature available in Mcrosoft
Teans to allow the Menbers to signify
that they wish to be recognized. In
order to conply with the Sunshi ne
Act, the chat feature nust only be
used for this purpose.

M. Golden, will you pl ease
call the first panel we have to
testify this norning on Bil
No. 230569.

THE CLERK: Thank you. And
M. Chair, Councilwonman G| nore
Ri chardson woul d |ike to be
recogni zed to make conmment on Bill
No. 230569 before we begin the first
panel .

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Yes.
Counci | renber Ri chardson, please
proceed.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you so
much, M. Chair. And thank you
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col | eagues for your attendance at
today's hearing on the Conmttee on
Li censes and | nspecti ons.

Despi te wor ki ng aggressively
as a body to address the
proliferation of nuisance businesses
I npacting our communities, we are
still seeing these stores evade our
rul es and regul ati ons. Throughout
the last two years, ny office and |
have worked diligently with Licenses
and | nspections, Health, Law and PPD
totry to end the sale of illegal
drug paraphernalia in our
comunities. Yet the problem
persi sts.

City Council has passed
nui sance pi eces of busi ness
| egi sl ation including our coll eague
Counci | menber Phillips' bill to
overhaul the citation process over
the last fewterns, and it has shown
us that we nust continue to use every
tool in our toolbox to address this

behavi or. Addi ng canmera nonitoring
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as a part of Nuisance Abatenent Pl ans
is one way to help crack down on al
of these activities. By
st rengt heni ng Nui sance Busi ness
Abatenent Plans, the Gty wll be
able to have nore | everage to seize
busi ness operations in stronger cases
I f cease operation orders are
chal | enged in court.

This legislation, Bill No.
230569, will do three inportant
things: One, it clearly establishes
m ni num requi renments for Nui sance
Abat enent Pl ans and specifies the way
that video nonitoring should be
I npl enented as a part of these plans.
It al so adds a requirenent that
busi nesses engaged i n nui sance
behavi or related to unlawful drug
par aphernalia sal es nust sign an
acknow edgenent that they have
violated the Gty's zoning
requiremnents.

And finally, this |legislation

states that businesses engaged in
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nui sance behavior related to unl awf ul
drug paraphernalia sales nust renove
all drug paraphernalia fromthe

prem ses. There was already video
nmoni tori ng | anguage in our code
that's applicable to all nuisance
busi nesses, but this bill nmakes the
requi rements nore specific and geared
t owar ds addressi ng the underlying

nui sance behavi or and as | anguage to
create an expectation that when there
are unl awful drug paraphernalia

sal es, | anguage about vi deo

nmoni toring should be in both the
notice of intent to seize and the

Nui sance Abatenent Pl an.

The anmendnent adds | anguage
around participating in the Gty's
canera program and sharing footage
with the Phil adel phia Police
Departnent. | want to thank the Law
Departnent, particularly Kristin
Bray, the Phil adel phia Police
Departnent, DC Dales and Healy and

the entire teamfor all of their hard
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work with working with nmy office and
all the teans at L& and Health so
that we can i nprove and strengthen

t he Nui sance Busi ness Behavi or
Abatenment Plan for the Gty of

Phi | adel phi a.

Thank you so nuch, M. Chair.
Thank you col | eagues. And in
advance, | thank all of the w tnesses
who have signed on to testify in
support of this legislation. To that
end, colleagues, | hunbly request
your support for Bill No. 230569 and
t he correspondi ng anmendnent .

Thank you, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Thank
you, Council nenber, and thank you for
your | eadership for many years on
this issue. Thank you.

THE CLERK: The first panel on
Bill No. 230569 will be Fran Healy,
Deputy Conmm ssioner at the
Phi | adel phia Pol i ce Departnent.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

Af t er noon, Conm Sssi oner.
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DEPUTY COW SSI ONER HEALY:
Good afternoon. Good afternoon,

Chai rperson Driscoll, Vice-Chair
Squilla and ot her nenbers of the

Comm ttee on Licenses and

I nspections. As | nentioned, nmy nane
is Fran Healy. [|'mthe Deputy
Conmm ssi oner of the Phil adel phi a
Police Departnent and |I' mresponsible
for the Ofices of Legal Affairs and
Pr of essi onal Responsibility.

First, on behal f of
Comm ssi oner John Stanford, thank you
for allowi ng the police departnent
the opportunity to voice its opinion
on Bill No. 230569 anending Cty Code
9-4400. As you know, the
Phi | adel phia Police Departnent has
been closely involved with the
devel opnent and recent anendnents
expandi ng both the scope of the
ordi nance and the authority of the
PPD to intervene wth nuisance
busi nesses, which becane this past

July, | think July 5th, actually when

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Licenses and | nspections
11/ 13/ 2023

12

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

It becanme effective.

As such, the Phil adel phia
Police Departnent fully supports the
addi tional amendnment set forth in
Bill No. 230569.

(Background interruption.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Par don ne, Counci | menber
Phillips. You need to go on nute.
Counci | mrenber Phillips?

(Background interruption.)

COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT: W got
him  Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Thank
you.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER HEALY:
kay. \Where was | -- | said these
amendnents relate to the enforcenent
of nui sance business based all in
part on the business's unlawful sale
of drug paraphernalia. Additionally,
t he anendnents expand the
requi rements for any Nui sance
Abat enment Pl ans by i ncorporating

surveill ance caneras, as

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Licenses and | nspections
11/ 13/ 2023

13

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Counci | person nentioned, as well as
addi ti onal requirenents for
busi nesses found to be selling
i1l egal drug paraphernalia. The
police support all these efforts and
have been working with Council nenbers
to acconplish as such.

It's inportant to note, and
this is very, very inportant for a
lot of folks to realize, it's
inportant to note these anmendnents
came as a direct result of the
col | aborati on and coordination with
the Cty's Nuisance Conmttee and the
| eadership of Kristin Bray fromthe
Law Departnent working wth our
commtted partners on Gty Council.
As a result of this ongoing
col l aboration, Gty Council was able
to not only be responsive to the
Adm ni stration but also able to work
through nmultiple versions of this
ordi nance i n advance to develop a
final product you see here today and

in record tine.
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Wth this type of
col | aborati on and coordi nati on
bet ween the Adm ni stration and
Council, that will ensure the
anmendnents recently made to 9-4400
will have a | asting and positive
I npact on the communities we serve
t hroughout the City. This concl udes
my testinony and |'d be happy to
answer any questions.

But I will say this. | just
want to make one qui ck comment. The
9- 4400 that was passed in July or
actually becane effective in July, we
have training for all commanders this
com ng Wednesday at 1:00 p.m In
addition to that, we've actually
devel oped to facilitate exactly what
Counci | renber G I nore Ri chardson
mentioned. As a better way of
tracki ng the nechani sns on everyt hi ng
we have to do, we put together a
t racki ng nmechani sm devel oped t hrough
the PPD, and we'll be doing a

denonstration of that at 2:00 p. m
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And | wel cone any Counci |l nenber who
woul d Iike to stop up the Police
Acadeny to see what we're doing, to
see how we better track everything
that we're doing so we can be nuch
nore effective.

We appreciate the extra
authority you gave us in the
ordi nance, and | just want to show
you what that's going to nean in
action to the police departnent, so
that offer's out there. That's this
Wednesday at 2:00 p.m at the
Phi | adel phia Police Acadeny. [|I'm
happy to wal k you through the
tracki ng nodel that we created but we
fully support and thank Katherine or
Counci | mrenber G I nore Richardson for
her assistance in hel ping. That
concludes ny testinmony. |'mhappy to
answer any questions.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Thank
you, Conmi ssioner, for your
testi nony.

Are there any questions or
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comments fromthe nenbers of the
Comm ttee?

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RICHARDSON:. M. Chair, | just wanted
to thank DC Healy and the entire
Nui sance Comm ttee for all of their
wor k across governnent. W could not
have done this w thout you, so we are
truly very grateful and appreciative
of the hard work of the Comm ttee.
You' ve made our job nuch easier in
drafting and crafting this
| egi sl ati on and explaining it to our
col | eagues and to the broader public,
so thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Thank
you, Counci | nenber.

Are there any other questions
or coments from Comm ttee nenbers?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Heari ng
no further questions, M. ol den,
woul d you call the next panelist.

THE CLERK: The final panel on
this bill will be Crystal B. Mrris,
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Presi dent of the Wnnefield Residents
Associ ati on.

M5. MORRI'S: Good afternoon.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Good
af t er noon.

M5. MORRI'S: Chairnman
Driscoll, Vice-Chair Squilla,
Counci | mrenbers and interested
parties, good afternoon. Thank you,
Counci | nrenber G I nore Richardson, for
your continued advocacy in this
matter. As stated, |I'm Crystal
Morris, President of the Wnnefield
Resi dents Association testifying in
support of Bill No. 230569.

Many Phi | adel phia communities
are being tornmented by nui sance
busi nesses that encourage loitering
outside their establishnments, keep
too late hours and create an
envi ronnment where our residents, many
who are senior, are afraid to | eave
their homes. W have recently found
ourselves with three nui sance

busi nesses on the sane bl ock. W
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remai n baffled by how sonething |ike
this could even happen.

One business defiantly
di spl ayed their drug paraphernalia in
the front w ndow so that our children
had to see it as they wal ked back and
forth to school. Conmmunities across
Phi | adel phia are overridden with
cash-driven establishnments with
m ni mal oversight. There are |aws on
t he books, but it is conmunities that
have to rally to get the existing
| aws enf or ced.

Posting notices regardi ng
wor ki ng caneras wll put patrons on
notice that their elicit behavior is
bei ng observed and may have
consequences. Perhaps this wl|
encourage themto take their business
el sewhere. W understand that
busi nesses will have a reluctance to
acknow edge probl ens occurring on
their property for fear of being shut
down, but the reality is if you're

breaki ng the | aw you shoul d be shut
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down. This bill enpowers comrunities
to rid thensel ves of businesses that
encour age devi ant behavior. |If

busi nesses profit fromthe problem
we expect themto participate in the
sol uti on.

This problemw || not be
resol ved w thout a genui ne
part nershi p between busi ness owners,
police and conmunity nenbers. W
need nore weapons in our arsenal so
proprietors know that we are serious
about mai ntai ning safe and heal t hy
communities. This bill is a welcone
step in the right direction. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Thank
you, Crystal, for your testinony.
Thank you very nuch.

Are there any questions or
comments from nenbers of this
Commttee for Crystal ?

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RICHARDSON: M. Chair, | just wanted

to say thank you so nuch to Crystal
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Morris and the residents of
Wnnefield for their steadfast
support. W first noticed this issue
of the proliferation of nuisance

busi nesses at the start of the
pandenm ¢ when we had several stores
in a two-block radius set up in the
Wnnefield conmunity. And Council man
Jones did aptly address that issue
with a specific overlay for that

ar ea.

However, we noticed that this
was a cityw de issue, but we know
that for us the advocacy started in
Wnnefield. So | wanted to say thank
you to Crystal Mrris and to
Wnnefield Residents Association and
the entire Wnnefield community for
your support. Thank you.

M5. MORRI'S: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Any
ot her questions from nenbers?

(No response.)
COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Heari ng

no further questions from nenbers for
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this panel and there wll be no other
panels to testify, we wll cal
w tnesses on Bill No. 230647.

M. CGolden, wll you call any
W t nesses?

THE CLERK: The first panel
for Bill No. 230647 w || be Sarah
Adano, Legislative Affairs Manager
and Zoning Adm nistrator at the
Departnment of Licenses and
| nspecti ons.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Good
aft ernoon, Sarah.

M5. ADAMO. (Good afternoon.
Good afternoon, Chairperson Driscol
and nmenbers of the Licenses and
I nspections Cormittee. M nane is
Sarah Adanb and | amthe Legislative
Affairs Manager of the Departnent of
Li censes and I nspections. Today | am
here to provide testinony on Bill No.
230647 introduced by Council nenber
Phillips, which if enacted will anend
Subcode A, The Phil adel phi a
Adm ni strative Code and Subcode PM
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t he Phil adel phia Property Mi ntenance
Code of Title 4 and Chapter 9-3900,
property |icense and owner
accountability of The Phil adel phi a
Code to nodify prohibitions,

remedi es, including fines and
l'icensing and certification

requi renments related to shared
retaining walls, all under certain
ternms and conditions.

Under the current code, if a
shared retaining wall were to becone
unsafe or immnently dangerous or |D,
the property would receive a notice
of violation or NOV, citing the sane
code section as any other unsafe or
I D building or structure. This neans
that in the event that one of these
cases were to be brought to court, it
could result in a fine of $2,000 per
day, a Cass IIl violation.

Additionally, if a violation
were to be issued to a property, the
violation could present -- I'msorry,

coul d prevent the issuance or renewal
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of rental licenses, Iimted |odging
operator |icenses or the issuance of
a certificate of rental suitability.
Due to the nature of shared retaining
wal l's, their repairs are not only
costly but also require the

coordi nati on and cooperation of al
owners of the | aw.

As such, these repairs can
take |l onger to conpl ete than other
repairs to unsafe or |ID structures.

Al so, in nost cases the presence of
an unsafe retaining wall woul d not
create a situation that makes the
property unsuitable for rental. This
bill, if enacted, would create a
separate, unique violation for unsafe
or ID-shared retaining walls. But
violations for unsafe or |ID-shared
retaining walls would be subject to a
basic fine of $300 per day in the
event that a case is referred to
court.

Lastly, the bill would enable

t he Departnent of Licenses and
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| nspections to pronul gate regul ations
to define conditions where properties
could obtain rental |icenses,
certificates of rental suitability
and limted | odgi ng operator

licenses. Wall (inaudible) violation
for a shared retaining wall was open.
The departnment has no objection to
this bill and is prepared to nmake the
necessary updates to our system
should it becone |aw. Thank you for
the opportunity to provide the
testinony of the Departnent of

Li censes and Inspections. |'m happy
to answer any questions at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Thank
you, Sarah, for your testinony.

Are there any questions from
our Conmittee nenbers for this panel ?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Heari ng
none from nenbers for this panel and
there will be no other panel to
testify, we will take a brief break

to connect nenbers of the public that
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wish to testify on the resol ution
before the Comm ttee today.
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Dari an,
are we connected?

COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT: |
bel i eve there's no public coment
t oday.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Ckay.
No public coment, nove on. So that
woul d concl ude the hearing, and |
request that we go into the public
meeting. There being no further
questions from nenbers of the
Comm ttee and no other w tnesses to
testify on Bill No. 230569 or Bil
No. 230647, | will ask if there's
anyone el se present at the hearing
whose nanme we have failed to call?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Seei ng
none, | want to thank the panel and
the witnesses for their participation
today. We val ue your opi nions.

now invite all panels of witnesses to
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pl ease di sconnect fromthe hearing
bef ore we concl ude the busi ness
before the Conmttee today. W will
now pause the proceedings briefly as
mul tiple participants | eave the
heari ng.

Thi s concl udes the public
hearing of the Commttee. W wl|
now go into a public hearing to
consi der the action to be taken on
the bills before this Commttee
today. We will now convene the
public neeting.

M. CGolden, will you please
call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance wl|
pl ease i ndicate that you are present
when your nane is called. Also,
pl ease say a brief few words so that
your image may be displayed on screen
when you speak.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Johnson.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci |l menber
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G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Good afternoon,

M. Chair and coll eagues. | am
present .

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Jones.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Vaughn.

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Good
afternoon, everyone. | am present.

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Squi l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good
afternoon, M. Chair and col | eagues.
Present .

THE CLERK: Chair Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Present.
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Gl nore Richardson for a notion on
t he anmendnent to Bill No. 230569.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, M. Chair man.

| offer an anendnent to Bill
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No. 230569. A copy of the anendnent
has been circulated to all nenbers of
the Conmttee. | nove that the
amendnment to Bill No. 230569 be
approved.

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Noti ng
t he second from Counci | menber Vaughn.
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the anendnent to Bill
No. 230569 be approved.

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: The ayes
have it and the notion carries and
the amendnment to Bill No. 230569 has
been approved.

Report Bill No. 230569 as
amended.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you, M. Chair.
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| nove that Bill No. 230569 as
anmended be reported fromthis
Conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that
the rules of Council be suspended as
to permt first reading of this bil
at our next session of Council.

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  \Was
that -- Council menber Vaughn seconds
the notion. It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
230569 as anended be reported from
this Commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that
the rules of Council be suspended to
permt first reading of this bill at
t he next session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Those

opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: The ayes
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have it and the notion carries.

Report Bill No. 230647. The
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Gl nore Richardson for a notion on
Bill No. 230647 as anended.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you, M. Chair.

| nmove that Bill No. 230647 be
reported fromthis Conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further
nove that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first reading
of this bill at our next session of
Counci | .

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | renber Vaughn seconds t hat
notion. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
230647 be reported fromthe Committee
with a favorable recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci | be suspended to permt first

reading of this bill at the next
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sessi on of Council.

Al'l those in favor of the

notion will signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: The ayes
have it and the notion carries.

I's there any other business to
cone before this Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Seei ng
none, this concludes the business
before today on the Conmttee on
Li censes and | nspections. Thank you
all for your patience today and thank
you for your attendance. Have a
wonder ful afternoon.

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  You as
wel | .

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you, M. Chair.
Thank you, coll eagues.

(Hearing concl uded at
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evi dence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographic notes taken by

me in the foregoing natter, and that this is

correct transcript of the sane.

__C_Xb_a_/_‘_»_/_o_éxy___QmAu

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sane by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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