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PROCEEDI NGS
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good
norni ng, everyone. \Wlcone to
Phi | adel phia Gty Council Conmttee on
Streets and Services. | now note the
hour's come. M. Pullin, would you
pl ease call the role.
THE CLERK:  Counci | woman Ahnmad?
COUNCI LWOVAN AHMVAD:  Yes.
THE CLERK: Counci | woman Bass?
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Yes.
THE CLERK: Counci | woman
Br ooks?
COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Present.
THE CLERK: Council man Squilla?
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Present.
So we have a commttee. Thank
you, M. Pullin.

W now have a quorumto
start the hearing. Joining us also
today are people to testify on this
| egi sl ati on.

I"ll note for the record
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that we have a quorum and the hearing
is called to order. This is a public
hearing on the Commttee on Streets
and Services to consider testinony on
Bill No. 240931.

Bef ore we begin, do any of
our col | eagues have any openi ng
remar ks? Seeing none. M. Pullin,
woul d you please read the title of the
bill?

THE CLERK: Bill No. 240931
titled, authorizing and directing the
changi ng of the nanme of Taney Street
to the LeCount Street, from West
Toronto Street to West Sonerset
Street, from Ri dge Avenue to Cecil B.
Moore Avenue, from Master Street to
Aspen Street, fromPine Street to
Bai nbri dge Street, from Catherine
Street to Christian Street, from
Di ckinson Street to Morris Street.

And aut hori zi ng and

di recting the changi ng of the nane of
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Taney Terrace from Poi nt Breeze Avenue
to Jackson Street to LeCount Terrace,
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, M. Pullin.

Can you please call the
first witness to testify on Bill No.
2409317

THE CLERK: The first
witness to testify is Kristen Del
Rossi, comm ssioner of the Departnent
of Streets.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good
norni ng. Just state your nane, for
the record, and proceed wth your
testi nony.

M5. DEL-ROSSI: Good
norning. Kristen Del Rossi.

Good norni ng, Chairperson
Young and nenbers of the Streets and
Services Conmttee. M nane is

Kristen Del-Rossi and | am t he
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Comm ssi oner of the Departnent of
Streets. | amhere to testify in
support of Bill No. 240931 introduced
by Council President Johnson,
Counci | mrenber Jones and Chai r per son
Young.

The bill authorizes and
directs the changing of the nanme of
Taney Street to LeCount Street, from
West Toronto Street to West Sonerset
Street, from Ri dge Avenue to Cecil B.
Moor e Avenue.

From Master Street to Aspen
Street, fromPine Street to Bainbridge
Street, fromCatherine Street to
Christian Street, from D ckinson
Street to Morris Street. And
aut hori zing and directing the changi ng
of the nanme of Taney Terrace from
Poi nt Breeze Avenue to Jackson Street
to LeCount Terrace.

The Departnment of Streets

supports this proposed nane change.

Page 5

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
10/ 28/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Furthernore, Mayor Parker and her
adm ni stration recogni zed the

hi storical significance of this

| egi sl ati on and they are proud to
support City Council with this

| egi sl ative effort.

Currently, there are
approxi mately 600 addresses that would
be affected by the street nane change.
The Board of Surveyors wll take the
necessary steps associated wth the
name change, including changing the
street signs at 32 intersections,
which w Il take approximtely six
nont hs. The Board of Surveyors wil |
al so notify the | ocal postnaster of
t he street nanme change.

Resi dents w il be
responsi ble for changing their
governnent issued docunents with the
appropriate governnent agencies. The
adm nistration is prepared to work

with city council on any necessary
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outreach to residents.

The O fice of Property
Assessnent wi ||l change the street nane
on residence's tax account. Street
A S will change the nane attached to
the street center |line segnents, which
should iterate to all cities' mapping
applications. Wen effective
properties are sold or conveyed in the
future, the new street nane change
woul d be included in the new deed.

Thi s concl udes ny
testinony. | am pleased to answer any
guestions you may have. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you for your testinony. Rich, are you
testifying? Here for questions? Are
there any questions fromthe
col | eagues? Seei ng none. Thank you
so nuch.

M5. DEL- ROSSI: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

M. Pullin, could you
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pl ease read the next panel to testify?

THE CLERK: The next
W tnesses to testify are Samaya Brown
and Joshua |sserman of the Renane
Taney Coal ition.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you. And whoever wants to start
first, state your nane for your
testinony and then proceed.

MR, | SSERVAN. My nane is
Joshua I sserman and thank you for
havi ng us this norning.

' m honored to speak on
behal f of the renane Taney Coalition.
The world in our city are not as they
-- as they ought to be or as they
shoul d be, we face many chal |l enges.

But I'mnot here to review all of
those chall enges. Today, we are
taki ng a hopeful step forward.

The nane Taney or Taney
carries a legacy of injustice tied to

the denial of basic rights to Bl ack
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Anericans. This street at the heart
of our city should no | onger bear that
nane.

Today, with Gty Counci
Streets Cormittee hearing review ng
this bill, we begin righting that
wrong and honoring Caroline LeCount
who stood for inclusion and equality.

When this idea first
crystal lized anpbngst Taney Street
residents to change the nane in the
spring in sumrer of 2020, it felt
quite daunting. Taney Street
stretches over four mles crossing
mul ti pl e nei ghbor hoods and three
council districts. But we believed in
t he goal and we | earned by doing. Qur
coalition of everyday Phil adel phia
resi dents grew door by door, event by
event and op-ed by op-ed.

Early supporters I|ike
Tyrique d asgow saw the vision, and

voi ces | i ke Samaya Brown added
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clarity.

We built the coalition by
col | aborating with neighbors and
partners and havi ng one-on-one
conversations across the four plus
mles of Taney Street. Each step
reinforced the |l esson that real social
change begins by sinply taking the
next step.

Soci al change also starts
Wi th recogni zing that we each have a
role in repairing our world. It's not
enough to acknow edge what's w ong.

W nust act. No one can do

everyt hing, but everyone can do
sonmet hi ng. Anal yzing the problem
speaki ng out, and sure, but nost

i nportantly, take real steps towards
change.

Feel i ng overwhel ned? W
certainly did during this project, but
no one has to solve it all. Just

choose your calling and get started.
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The belief in change is
i nseparabl e from hope. And hope keeps
us noving even when progress feels
distant. And yes, it's hard work and
it feels -- it can feel unconfortable,
but we succeed by engaging in open
di al ogue, finding comon ground, and
bui | di ng bri dges between nei ghbors and
comunities. This is how we sol ve our
shared chal |l enges through collective
action that repairs our world.

Renam ng Taney Street
reflects this shared responsibility.
I[t's not just synbolic, ensures that
our government and denocracy work for
everyone. And for our institutions to
truly serve all of us, they nust
reflect fairness, justice and
i ncl usi on.

This | egislation shows that
when residents, neighbors and City
Counci | | eaders cone together,

nmeani ngf ul change i s possi bl e.
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| want to thank the
i ncredi bl e partners on this journey.
I'"ve nmentioned Tyrique d asgow of
Young Chances Foundati on, Samaya
Brown, and many partners and
vol unteers over the years of this
proj ect that have comment on their
smal|l part or their large part.

| also want to acknow edge
Joy Taney, a descendant of Roger B.
Taney, speaking on behal f of Taney
famly, who's joined this effort and
she's going to make sone comments
| ater in support of the bill as well.

Just wanted to say a couple
nore things about, you know, soci al
change that asks us to nove beyond
oursel ves and recogni ze the power of
our actions to repair our world. You
m ght feel small, but you are m ghty.
So let's take action so one day our
city and our world will be as they

ought to be. Thank you.
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M5. BROWN: H. M nane is
Samaya Brown and |'m here to speak
about why this issue is small, but
al so very mghty.

As a resident of
Phi | adel phia, | purchased a hone in an
upcom ng nei ghborhood i n Breweryt own
on 27th in Grard in 2018. And | went
outside for the first tinme to take a
wal k around ny new nei ghbor hood,
turned a corner and | ooked up and saw
t he nanme Taney.

Anybody who knows anyt hi ng
about history knows who Roger B
Taney is and what he is fanous for.
And he is fanobus for saying that Bl ack
peopl e do not deserve to be citizens
of the United States of Anmerica
because they are inferior to white
peopl e and because they're i nhuman.

As a Native American whose
land this is and as a bl ack person

whose people built everything this
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|l and -- that stands on this land, it
was both deteriorating, hurtful and

i ncredi bly dehumani zing to | ook up and
see that sonmebody had nanmed the street
after Roger B. Taney and after he had
made t hat i nfanous deci sion.

At that point | realized
that America is not going to change
for the better unless we cone together
as a community and change it together.

We worked with Josh
| sserman and Ben Keys, Tyrique
d asgow, Leo Vaccaro, and a | ot of
conmunity associates and conmunity
nmenbers who al so recogni zed that this
I's sonmething that needs to happen
because racismis not just a what --
it's not uninportant. It is
structural. It is systematic. And in
order for us to actually overcone
racism we will have to dismantle all
of the systens that uphold it.

W are very thankful for
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t he NAACP and President Hi cks as well
as Phil adel phia Community Col | ege
President Dr. Cenerals, and several

ot her nenbers over the comrunity who
al so recogni ze how inportant it is not
only to renove the nane Roger B

Taney, but to instill the nane
Caroline LeCount.

| f you don't know who
Caroline LeCount is, there is a reason
for that. She was a wonderfu
advocate and activist in the
Phi | adel phi a conmunity and
Phi | adel phia's Rosa Parks 100 years
bef ore Rosa Parks did what she did for
the comunity.

She has put her life on the
line and dedicated her life to making
this community a better place for not
just bl ack people, but for everybody.
And as a bl ack and native Anerican
person who doesn't have a | ot of

hi storical figures that | can | ook up
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to, it is inportant that we highlight
what she did for us. That we tell her
story, that we do not |et her story be
| ost to history because it shoul d not
be.

And it is appalling that
sonebody woul d have a street named
after them because of a terrible thing
that they did. And Caroline LeCount,
who spent her entire life serving the
Phi | adel phia comunity, did not even
have a headstone in the Eden Cenetery
until we raised noney to get her one.

So | hope that you can | ook
at this not just as renoving the nane
Taney because of the terrible
anecdotes that cone with it, but
because Caroline LeCount deserves to
have her story told, and she deserves
to be | earned about by all of the
children in Phil adel phia, and she
deserves to be sonebody who history

recogni zes and renenbers. Thank you.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so nmuch for your testinony. Any
guesti ons?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: | was
wonderi ng, either one of you or
sonmeone fromthe adm nistration if
they're still here. 1s this going to
be an ongoing coalition for other
streets that have nanes that don't
represent where we are now as a
country or could be offensive to other
people? O is this like a one-tine
coalition, which | celebrate. This is
an amazing thing. |'mjust wondering
if this is going to be --

M5. BROMN: | can only --

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS: - -
it's an opportunity for this.

M5. BROMN: Sure. | can
only speak for nyself, but I ama
community activist and it is something

that | do understand is a really
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prom nent issue in America having
honorifics and streets and buil ding
named after people who don't deserve
to have them And | do think that it
is an inportant thing that we do.

And after we finish this,
this has taken about four years. | am
definitely happy and ready and willing
and w Il be | ooking for other

opportunities to fix things of this

nat ur e.
COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Ckay. Thank you bot h.
Li ke, all -- just the coalition for

this work, when | read up on it this
nor ni ng and ki nd of warnmed ny soul as
an activist and organi zer to see, you
know, black wonen receiving their
honors for hard work that sonetines
not recogni zed and they didn't do it
to be recogni zed, they did it because
they had to.

MB. BROWN: Ri ght .
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COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  So
t hank you for, you know, naking sure
that the city renenbers her and for
the work you guys have done to switch
this over. | appreciate that.

M5. BROWN: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Thank
you. COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD?

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMVAD:  Yes.
Thank you.

Thank you to all of you for
the hard work you've done to rectify a
stain, right? And it'll take a |ot
nore for us to not only renove the
stain in this way, but renove it in
systemati c ways that continue to
pl ague us.

But | wanted to ask you,
you said it took four years from when
you started tal king about it. Can you
share with us what were the
i npedi nents or was just a process SO

to ny colleague's point, if we were to
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do ot her spaces, what are the | essons
| earned as a best practice? And just
curious to know what took so | ong?

M5. BROWN:  Yeah. Wy
don't you answer that?

MR. | SSERVAN: Ckay. So |
want to first thank Council President
Johnson and his wonderful staff. And,
in fact, many staff have cone and
noved to other positions within city
governnent to serve our city. And
we' ve kind of outlasted even a
generation of a staff.

So you know, we kind of
| ook at what we did as sustaining a
canpai gn, you know, not an electora
canpai gn, but sustaining a canpai gn of
over many years, which is very
chal I engi ng.

And | think for other
groups of peopl e thinking about
i npacting their nei ghborhoods and

their communities in a positive way,
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the best thing that institutions |ike
City Council can do is to be clear
about the process and to be clear
about what is achievable from everyday
resi dents.

So we as a city for --
often for good, but sonetines not
perfectly rely too nmuch on
overwhel m ng consensus. And there's
theories as to why, you know, this
tradition has occurred. But, you
know, we -- this particular street was
chal | engi ng because it went across
three city council districts.

And Counci |l President
Johnson was supportive fromthe
begi nning. Curtis Jones,

Counci | renber Jones was al so
supportive fromthe beginning. And
now we have a new Council nenber in the
5th District who is supportive. So
that's the -- that was the highest
hur dl e.

Page 21

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
10/ 28/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

COUNCI LMOVAN AHVAD:  |' m
new.

MR | SSERVAN. Ckay. And
so we're getting three council staffs
to coordinate tightly. W're
expl ai ni ng a nuanced i ssue that hasn't
been seen before. Now there's a node
for it in sone way and it hopefully
can be iterated on to make it better
for the city and better for the
residents doing this work. | don't
know if it wasn't us, if other people
honestly woul d' ve had the frustration
tol erance to overcone the barriers.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMVAD: St ay
t he course. Yes.

MR. | SSERVAN:  Yeah.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: Wl |,
t hank you so nuch. Because what we
are sending is a nessage to our
children that when their m stakes
made, how do we account for them

rectify them and nove forward
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regardl ess of what the issue is,
right? But in this particular issue,
this is the original sin of this
country. We're still grappling with
t hat .

And so | conmend everybody
who's here to testify about how to
take and grapple with sonething -- one
facet of it. You know, it's -- it
m ght 1 ook cerenonial to sone folks,
but it's the beginning of saying that
we are accounting for what happened
and doing -- and rectifying that. So
I'"'mvery grateful to all of you. And
best practices, we should probably
|l ook internally to see what is a tool
kit that cones out of sonething |like
t hat .

MR | SSERVMAN:  Sure.

COUNCI LVWOVAN  AHVAD:

Ri ght. Yeah. Because we
have a | ot of issues we have to dea

wth and to streanline this would be
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probably very --
MR. | SSERMAN. Yeah. And

this one is one that can be -- it

could not be re-contextualized, |ike
the street, you know, it's -- | think
it's 32 blocks that it -- there's no

way to do anything about that. You
couldn't place a plaque next to it.
And so there -- but there are other
elements in this city that could be
potentially recontextualized. There
are other tools available. And so it
woul d be hel pful for city leaders to
t hi nk about how to do this in a way
that noves all of us forward w thout,
you know, overwhel m ng everyday
resi dents.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:

Wel |, thank you so much.
Thank you, Chair.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Thank
you, council nmenbers. Any other

guestions? Seeing none. Thank you so
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much for your testinony.

M5. BROMN:  Thank you.

MR | SSERVAN:  Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

M. Pullin, can you please read the
next panel to testify?

THE CLERK: The next
witness testify is Tyrique d asgow,
founder of The Young Chances
Foundat i on.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Good
norni ng and thank you both for being
here to be a part of this hearing. |
just want you to state your nanes for
the record and then proceed with your
testi nony.

MR. GLASGOW  Good nor ni ng.
My nanme is Tyrique d asgow.
T-Y-R1-QUE d asgow,
GL-ASSGOW

Tell them how your nane and
spell it.

CH LD SMTH. My nanme is
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Amaj Smith.

MR. GLASGOW \What's your
name and spel |l ed?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Say it
again. Say it again.

MR SMTH M nane is Amgj
Smith. And --

MR. GLASGOW Spell it. It
has to go on record. He has his
speech together. W didn't go over
this part of the introduction.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  No
problem Thank you. And wel cone.
We'll start with you Tyrique, then
proceed with your testinony and we'l |l
go to the little one.

MR, GLASGOW All right.

First of all, I'"'mgoing to
just say God is good all the tine, and
all the time, God is good. And I'm
going to give a direct shout out to ny
grandnom who cannot be here, but is

the reason why |I'm here today.
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As nmentioned, ny nane is

Tyrique 3 asgow. |'mthe executive
di rector of Young Chances Foundati on,
which is a community organi zation in
Sout h Phi |l adel phia, primarily in the
Grays Ferry area. W focus on public
heal t h, public safety and youth
engagenent, trying to provide all the
resources and information to our
comunity without the red tape.

| came to this project as
just a nmenber in the conmunity doing
wor ked during the COVID Pandem c. And
for me, you know, as a black man in
Grays Ferry, it always wasn't
wel comng. |'mgoing to get straight
to the point about doing sonme of the
things that we do in our comunity.
And during that tinme, during COVID, it
was -- it was a challenge. It was a
chal l enge just to get resources, just
to get information, just to see a

smle on people faces, you know, and
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everyone went through that.

So when | seen two
literally white nen wal king down the
street in Gays Ferry tal ki ng about
wanting to change, wanting to provide,
wanting to do all those things, |
t hought of it again as a poverty pinp.
So these are people who are comng to
the coomunity trying to take advant age
of us, trying to do things that is not
going to benefit nme or the comunity,
the residents that | serve.

One of the things that |
first asked Ben and Joshua is, why?
What is it for? Wat are you al
doi ng? But before they could even get
it out, | |ooked dowmn and | seen that
they had their kids with them And it
was sonething that, it wasn't |ike
they were out here canpai gning. That
they are out here doing sonething, you
know, for thenselves.

Clearly, they were trying
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to change the generational, you know,
educational things that they had
| earned and provide that to our
comuni ty.

| wll at sidebar say that
they don't even live in our conmunity.
Those -- these two people don't
resi de, doesn't have resources, teans,
so there's no interest for themto be
there. So, again, ny antennas went up
i ke, here we go again.

But when they tal ked about
did | know Taney? You know, as
soneone who lived in that community,
who has been shot 11 tines, went to
jail for five years and thought Taney
Street was mne, it was ownership.
You know, a |l ot of people in the
comunity, regardless if you're on
Taney Street or if you're in a housing
projects, that's Taney.

You know, people took pride

in knowi ng that you were from Taney or
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this was your representation, so to
say. But the reality was it's not
ours. You know, he -- they broke it
down to nme that this was soneone who
basically said the reason why a | ot of
the things that are going on, not only
in our city, but in our country is
because of this decision.

And as a person who thinks
we get it and we know that, it really
was a slap in the face because |I'm
i ke the same block that I was on, the
sane things that | was doing trying to
provi de those everyday resources and
tal k about nmental health and bridge
the divide through finances.

Here's sonmeone who
basically said, you re not even equal
to the people that you're serving.

Who are you? You don't -- you
shoul dn't have a chance to vote. You
shoul dn't have an opportunity to read,

wite, and provide for your famly.
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This is not true.

So that decision basically
was the reason why a | ot of our, you
know, el ected officials and agencies
have to provi de those essenti al
resources to my conmunity.

So | chall enge the Renane
Taney Coalition to not only fix
yest erday, but how can we focus on
tonorrow. Because a |lot of the things
i n our community has already been
enbedded. You know, a | ot of people
think that, you know, living in
poverty or gun violence or living in
communities is normal. These are the
things that you are supposed to live
like. You're supposed to have, you
know, violence or people |ose their
lives everyday in your comunity.

But the chall enge for ne
was to get a different plate for the
young people in ny comunity, for them

to understand that they don't have to
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point the finger at the issues. They
can look in the mrror and cone up
with sone different solutions for

t hensel ves.

And council did ask about
what were sone of the strategies.

M ne was to get the young people at
the table for themto see, |ike what

it is for you to have a fresh start.
For soneone was to think that you were
equal, that you could have those
opportunities.

So when we went into not
only the neetings, but into schools
and the daycares and the libraries,
and was tal king to other community
organi zers about the -- not only the
deci sion, but Caroline LeCount, who is
a bl ack woman, who was a teacher, who
was a Phil adel phia Rosa Parks. But
al so gave themthe opportunity to talk
about literacy, to tal k about the

transportation and the acts that you
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woul dn't tal k about when it's not
Bl ack History Month. You know, when
it's not just a talking point, it's
the things that we need to instill in
our conmunity everyday. And it got
away from just becom ng about Caroline
LeCount, but about the generati onal
i ssues that we can change within our
conmuni ty.

| want to first say that it
was different for ne because |I'm
really selfish and protective of ny
comunity. But when they tal ked about
the three different council matter
districts that it spanned across, the
same issues that was in South Philly
is in North Philly, is in all those
districts. And every comunity nenber
under stood, you know, this is
sonet hi ng that we shoul d get over

Sol didinvite M. Amgj to
cone and give a small testinony

because we do speak about today, but
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for ny organization it's about
provi ding a tonorrow.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Amaj ?
Yes, just --

CH LD SM TH. Good nor ni ng.
My nane is Amaj Smith and | attend
school here in Philadel phia and is a
part of Young Chances Foundation. |'m
here to support the nane of -- the
name change of LeCount Street because
it is very inportant to the community.
And | would be -- | think it would be
fun for me to | earn about -- nore
about it. Thank you. And | hope the
name change happens for ny generati on.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Amaj
t hank you so nmuch for your testinony.
Both of your testinony, but it's
really inportant to understand that --
the courage it takes to cone here and
testify in front of City Council. And
we appreciate what you have done today

because it shows that the voices of
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the young do need to be heard and
that, you know, people on council w |
listen to that. So thank you for
doi ng that and being part of today's
heari ng process. Geat job.

CH LD SMTH: You're
wel cone.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Any
guestions?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: Not a
questi on.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |
noti ced that he was inquisitive about
t hi ngs that are happening over here,
so hopefully you guys get to stick
around a little bit so he can cone
behi nd there and kind of see what's
back here. It will be a full day
experience of what we do here in
counci | .

MR GLASGOW We'll do
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that. And | want to close by saying
that this is our opportunity to start,
but al so give appreciation to the
council president and, you know,
Counci | renber Jones and Young, but
also to the other menbers who are
listening to this and are going to

vot e.

It takes me back to Al fred
Nobel who, you know, created dynanmite.
And | also talk about this |egacy
change that we're doing in the city
where it's not just about, you know, a
color, it's really about changi ng our
| egacy.

And when Al fred Nobel
passed away, they put an obituary
about his work and his life and his
| egacy. And they tal ked about how he
was an architect at death, about how
the war started and how it killed
comuni ties and children and things

i ke that. But what they didn't know
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was Alfred had a twin brother, and
that was actually Alfred's twin
br ot her who passed away.

And what Alfred did was he
felt sone type of way about how they
tal ked about his legacy and his life
because that's not who he truly was.
So Alfred ran around the country and
he talked to all his |egislators and
his friends and politics and
gover nnent and who was doi ng soci al
wor k and he said, | need you to go out
there and find good people who are
doi ng good work and that's providing a
di fferent opportunity for our
conmuni ty.

Now t hat award is called
t he Nobel Peace Prize and it allows
people to see the positive in our
country. So | appreciate not only
counci|l changing the legacy in the
city of Phil adel phia, but giving our

generation a new start.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so nmuch. Thank you for your
testi nony.

MR, GLASGOW You're
wel come.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

M. Pullin, can you pl ease
read the next panel to testify?

THE CLERK: The next
witness to testify is Joy Taney.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:

Tyrique, Tyrique, before
you go, can you turn around and the
young man.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  You
can go in front of desk, if you like.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:

That's good. Ckay. Thank
you. Wait, wait, wait. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: Wi t
wait, wait, wait, wait, wait, wait,
wai t .

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  She's

Page 38

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
10/ 28/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

sl ow.

THE CLERK: She is going to
send it around.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: Yeah,
"Il send it to everybody.

THE CLERK: She'll send it
to the conmttee.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you. Joy, just state your nane for
the records, then you can proceed with
your testinony.

M5. TANEY: My nane is Joy
Taney. Yes, if we could play the
videos of two Taney famly nenbers.
W al so have witten testinony from
two additional Taney fam |y nenbers.

(Video is played.)
MR. PETER TANEY: (Video

recording) My nane is Peter Taney.
Roger Brooke Taney was my great-great-
great-great uncle and | conpletely
support the renam ng of Taney Street

as | suppose it's called in that
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nei ghborhood. It was naned that as a
raci st nove by | ocal governnment when

t hat happened. And | don't think this
dude' s nane shoul d be on anyt hi ng
anywhere. He is a stain on the famly
hi story, so good luck with it.

M5. MADELI NE TANEY: (Video
recording) My nane is Madeline Flori
Taney. |I'ma great -- one of the
great, great, grandni eces Roger Brooke
Taney, and | support the renam ng of
Taney Street to LeCount Street. There
shoul d be nothing naned after Roger B
Taney. Thank you.

(Vi deo recordi ng ended.)

M5. TANEY: And you should
al so have additional witten testinony
fromtwo nore Taney famly nenbers,
Ariel and Ashley Hal burn, ny cousin
and her daughter.

My nane is Joy Taney and
I'"'ma nenber of the Taney fam |y whose

ancestors include Chief Justice Roger
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Taney after whom Taney Street is
nanmed.

The Taney fam |y has
debated how to reckon with our
famly's | egacy and i nfanous ancest or
for longer than |I've been alive. The
conversation has gone on | onger than
nmy father and his siblings who |ived
i n Phil adel phia since the 70s have
been alive.

When ny Taney uncl e worked
with the Scott famly to create an
official apology fromthe Taney famly
to the Scott famly, on the 160th
anni versary of the ruling he said,
apol ogi zing to the Scotts for the Dred
Scott decision is like bringing a
Band-Aid to an anputation. It's right
and necessary to apol ogi ze, but what's
I nportant now i s what actions we can
all take.

The actions we can take in

Phi | adel phi a by changi ng t he nanme of
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Taney Street to LeCount Street can
turn the tides on the psychol ogi cal
and social inpact that this street
nanme has caused in Phil adel phi ans of
all races for 166 years.

Taney Street was naned j ust
one year after the Dred Scott decision
was i ssued. Roger Taney has no
significant history here. He didn't
live here. And ny Taney cousin's
research reveal ed zero significant
connections or nonents in his life,
whi ch happened i n Phil adel phi a.

Many Philly street nanes
connect to Phil adel phian history and
meani ng, fromour local trees to
Shackamaxon's Lenape translation of a
pl ace where chiefs neet. But Roger
Taney is associated with this one act.

It is the only way we hear
the Taney nane nentioned at all in
school or in conversation when

| ear ni ng about significant Suprene
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Court rulings and the | ong ongoi ng
road towards civil rights justice.

Can you i magi ne that day
for a Phil adel phi an student di scussing
the horrific cultural inpact of
Taney's ruling against the citizenship
and personhood of bl ack Americans, and
seei ng that nane on your own street?
| can't even begin to imagi ne how
Taney Street nust make our bl ack
Phi | adel phi ans feel .

As a Taney fam |y nenber,
feel shanme when seeing the street and
a deep distrust toward a mayor who
wanted to honor Taney's part in the
Dred Scott decision this way. Wat
must nam ng Taney Street and | eaving
it standing for 166 years say to
Phi | adel phi ans about a city gover nnment
whi ch honors one of the great Anerican
dehumani zers.

Renam ng Taney Street won't

solve the vast and terrible | egacy of
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ny ancestors ruling that black people
who were slaves or had ancestors that
were slaves did not have rights as
American citizens, but renamng it to
LeCount Street can be a transformative
act .

Carol i ne LeCount wasn't
just a black Phil adel phian acti vi st
who was ahead of her tine in
desegregating transportation 90 years
bef ore Rosa Parks, her public speaking
acconpl i shmrents and becom ng the
second bl ack woman school principal in
Philly history. She's still an
exanpl e and inspiration for nodern
activists to follow in nmaking our city
better.

Learning LeCount's nane in
school or in conversation and
connecting it to your nearby street or
your hone street is aspirational. By
sticking to and fighting for what she

beli eved in, Caroline LeCount nade
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hi story. The city governnment honoring
LeCount Street shows that you believe
I n what she believed in rather than
Taney Street, rem nding Phil adel phians
how bl ack Phi | adel phi ans were property
not so |l ong ago, and the gover nnent
supported that, too, through Taney.

In truth, the Taney famly
doesn't want to erase Roger Taney's
name fromhistory. W want to keep
t he conversation about himalive and
continue working with Dred Scott's
descendants, so that Taney's
| egi sl ative viol ence agai nst bl ack
Americans i s never repeated.

Continuing to honor Taney
with a street nane is not the way to
| earn fromthe past. Continuing to
honor himwith a street nane is to
celebrate the Dred Scott ruling and to
co-sign it with your own support.

Phi | adel phia is the city of

non-profits, of cutting edge activism
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of utopian experinments. Renam ng
Taney Street after our own

Phi | adel phian citizen Caroline LeCount
aligns with all the best parts and
potentials of our city.

The Taney famly, nyself
i ncl uded, believes that street nanes
shoul d be aspirational and or
hi storic, both of which qualify
Caroline LeCount far above Roger
Taney. Taney Street's nane is a
constant rem nder of how our own mayor
celebrated the |l oss of rights and
personhood in the Dred Scott deci sion,
whi ch was a ruling nmade by a
non- Phi | adel phi an who had no personal
hi story in Phil adel phi a.

The Taneys who live in this
city now, and the Taneys who have
lived here since the 70s believe in
LeCount Street. W believe in what
LeCount Street says about the virtues

our Phil adel phi a gover nnment stands
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for. The Taney famly stands with
renane Taney Street, the nessage it
sends and the inpact it has. | ask
you to stand with us and renane Taney
Street to LeCount Street. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony. Any
guestions? Seeing none. Can --

M. Pullin, can we please have the
next -- COUNCI LWOVAN BASS?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  You
know, | just really wanted to comrend
you for being here today because |
can't begin to tell you how many
wrongful, you know, statues or nanmi ngs
of , you know, confederate, you know,
generals or lum naries, you know, of
that tine, who have rel ati ves who
still feel that there are in -- they
are entitled to a position on a street
renami ng or on a statue or whatever, a
building. It doesn't matter.

And so | just really wanted
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to commend you for being here and for
speaking truth to power and for really
just, you know, spreading the word

t hat what happened was unaccept abl e
then, it's unacceptable now to
continue on and that we have your ful
bl essings fromthe famly. So it's --
| think that's worth noting and | just
want ed to acknow edge that.

M5. TANEY: Thank you for
heari ng ne and heari ng everyone here.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Absol utely. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Thank
you agai n for your testinony. Mich
appreciated. M. Pullin?

THE CLERK: The next
W tnhesses to testify are Megan
McNally, Mchelle Hett, and Brian
Lang, residents of Taney Street.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Whoever
wants to start first, just State your

nanme for the record and proceed with
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your testinony.

MR. LANG Hi, there. This
Is Brian Lang.

Thank you, commttee for
hosting this special session. As I
said, ny nane is Brian Lang and | Ilive
on the 800 block of North Taney Street
i n Fairnmount.

|"ve lived in Philadel phia
for 20 years. And a little over three
years ago, ny wwfe and | finally saved
up enough to buy our first house. W
were so happy and so proud to finally
be able to have a hone of our own.

But it wasn't long after that our
pride gave way to really enbarrassnent
when we | earned the history of our
street nane Taney.

Because when you think
about Phil adel phia, it's synonynous
with words |ike i ndependence and
freedom and | ove. But those words

don't ring as true after |earning that
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a street was once naned in honor of a
man presiding over one of the nost
raci st and di scrimnatory Suprene
Court rulings in our nation's history.
It feels like a direct contradiction
to what our city stands for. And |
remenber thinking, | don't want to
live on that street.

| work in human resources
and |i ke at many conpani es, where |
wor k, we have a strong conmtnent to
di versity, equity and inclusion. And
in our efforts, |I've cone to
appreciate the difference between
di versity and inclusion. D versity
nmeans you have people fromdifferent
backgrounds represented, but inclusion
neans those people are free to
partici pate because they actually feel
i ncl uded.

It's an inportant
di stinction because you can have

di versity wi thout inclusion. So you
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can probably imagine that if soneone
living on Taney street or nearby Taney
| earned the history behind the street
name, then they m ght not feel very

i ncluded in that community even if
they lived there for 40 years.

Well, | don't have to
imagine that. | don't have to imgine
how t hey m ght feel because |'ve
spoken with themnyself and | know how
they feel and so does the rest of the
Renanme Taney Coal iti on.

Toget her, we knocked on
every single door along the North
Taney bl ock and | personally spoke to
dozens and dozens of ny nei ghbors up
and down the block. | can count on
one hand the anount of people who
weren't into the idea, and it was
nostly because they were apathetic or
worried that their mail wouldn't get
to them which we all know is not

going to be a problem
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Instead, let me share with
you the two types of responses | heard
when speaking to residents of Taney
Street. The first group was aware of
the street nane's history and they
were sad or frustrated about it, but
they didn't know that something could
be done about it. However, as soon as
we shared about the Renane Taney
effort, they imredi ately becane
hopeful that a change would cone. The
ot her group of people weren't aware of
the history at all, but upon hearing
it, instantly, threw their support
behi nd changing it.

One nonent in particul ar
sticks to nme to this day. W were
knocki ng on doors al ong Taney through
Fai rmount and Brewerytown, and | had
to pass through the athletics Rec
Center, and | wal ked by a pickup
basket bal | gane that was goi ng on.

One of the players saw nme with flyers
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and he stopped the gane to ask, Hey,
what are you doing? So |I showed him
and | told him about the history of
Taney Street and that we were trying
to get it changed.

Hs smle imedi atel y
di sappeared. He |ooked right at ne,
he said, give ne those flyers. And he
proceeded to wal k all around the court
and the park to pass themon as well.
That was the nonent | knew this wasn't
just a good idea. This was sonething
t hat people on and around Taney Street
want ed.

And since then that feeling
has only been validated nore and nore.
My wife had a Renane Taney sign up
out si de her house for about a year
now. And while I'"'msitting by the
wi ndow, | see so nmany people wal k by
and take pictures of it. And on
numer ous occasions |'ve even had FedEx

and Amazon delivery drivers tell ne
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when delivering a package, Hey, | |ove
your sign. | hope that happens.

Now | know t hat
Phi | adel phi a has many chal | enges, big
and small. And at a previous town
hal | hosted by Council nenber Jeffrey
Young, | heard soneone wonder why
given all the needs of the people in
our city, why change the signs? It
felt to ne |like they thought we needed
to deci de between having safe streets
or renam ng Taney, or deci de between
ensuring there's proper funding for
education or renanme Taney. Except
' ve never thought of this as an
either or proposition. This is about
taki ng an and, not an or approach.

These issues are not
mut ual |y excl usive. W can do both.
W' re not saying those other issues
aren't inportant and shouldn't be
acted upon. They are and they shoul d.

But what we're here for today is to
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take definitive action on sonething
very, very tangible that wll make
this a nore inclusive and united city.

In ny life | hope to be
known for what | stand for and | think
all you want that, too. | want to
live in a place that nakes it very
cl ear what they stand for and are very
proud of it. But right now, as |ong
as that sign bears Roger Taney's nane,
sonmeone whose beliefs contradict the
city's values and ideals, it sends a
very conflicting nessage of what we
stand for and it is certainly not
sonet hing to be proud of.

But, and here's the good
news, you change that sign to LeCount,
and instantly it becones a sign of
what we stand for. Equality, equity,

i nclusivity, education, which Caroline
LeCount devoted her life to. Speaking
up when you witness injustice, as

Caroline LeCount did over 150 years
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ago, supporting others and hel ping
t hem advance, which Caroline LeCount
enbodi ed.

That is a street that makes
you both happy and proud to |ive on.
So | hope you will take action today
and make this a reality. And I
appreciate all the big and the small
things you do to nake this great city
of Phil adel phia better each day.
Because as the old Tanzani an proverb
goes, little by little, alittle
becones a lot. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you. Thank you for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane, for the
record, and proceed wth your
testi nony.

MR, VWH TEHORN:  Matt hew
VWhitehorn. |'ma resident of 502
Sout h Taney or Taney, whatever
pronunci ation we're using. | live

ri ght next to Meghan.
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So |'ve lived at 502 South
Taney for 18 years. As a college
hi story major, for nme anything
associated with the word Taney or
Taney, regardl ess of the source of the
nanme of any particul ar street,

i mredi ately rai ses an association with
the dreadful, no pun intended, Dred
Scott, U S. Suprene Court nmgjority
opinion witten by Chief Justice Roger
Taney or Taney, very close to the

begi nning of the Gvil War.

That case represents the
|l ow point in the history of the
Suprenme Court in terns of racial
justice in this country by denying the
rights of citizenship to African
Anmeri cans and condoni ng the practice
of sl avery.

For that reason, renam ng
the street in honor of a Phil adel phia
Cvil rights hero, Caroline LeCount,

makes absol ute sense. Thank you.
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M5. MCNALLY: Good nor ni ng.

My nane is Meghan McNally. | live on
the 500 bl ock of South Taney Street
and |'m here today to support the

| egi slation to renane Taney Street to
LeCount Street.

Every tine | wite down ny
address, every tinme | see a street
sign or give friends directions to ny
house, | have to say the nanme Taney.
Justice Taney wote the Dred Scott
deci sion that stripped bl ack Anmericans
of their citizenship. These are daily
rem nders of racismthat sinply are
not necessary. This nane is sonething
that ny neighbors and |I are not
willing to tolerate any | onger.

| visited Arlington,
Virginia several years ago. They
renaned Lee H ghway, Langston
Boul evard after their first black
congressnman, and a school known as

Washi ngton Lee Hi gh School is now
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Washi ngton Li berty Hi gh School .

Nei ghbors and residents who
didn't identify with Wite
supremaci sts, Robert E. Lee, were
thrilled to see the change and they
qui ckly noved on with their lives. |If
Virginians can do it, we can do it
t 00.

The nanme Taney doesn't
reflect ny values of inclusion and
opportunity for everyone in our
community. Thanks to the renaned
Taney Coalition for building support
for this change. And thanks to Cty
Counci | and especially Council
Presi dent Johnson, Council man Jones
and Young for introducing this bill to
renove a racist synbol fromour city.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Thank
you so nuch for your testinony. Thank
you. Any questions? Seeing none.

Appr eci at ed.
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M. Pullin, can you pl ease
read the next panel to testify?

THE CLERK: Can Jai ne
Font ai ne or Jam e Fontai ne, however
it's pronounced. Do we have Jai ne?
Ckay.

The next witness is -- the
next witness to testify is Catherine
H cks, president of the Phil adel phia
branch of the NAACP.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Good
norni ng, Ms. Hicks.

M5. HI CKS: Good nor ni ng.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: St ate
you nane --

M5. HI CKS: Good norning,
council menmbers. |'m Catherine Hi cks,
Phi | adel phi a branch president of the
NAACP. Thank you for allowing ne to
be here today.

|"m here in support and to
gi ve testinony of the Departnent of

Streets Bill No. 240931 introduced by

Page 60

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
10/ 28/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Counci | President Johnson, Council
Menbers Jones and Young. [|I'mreally
excited that this is finally com ng
somewhat to fruition.

" mthankful first to
appl aud the efforts and the resilience
of the Taney Street Coalition, Samaya
Brown, and all who participated over
the last five years to bring this to
fruition.

Samaya Brown brought this
to the Phil adel phia branch NAACP, and
| want to thank those nenbers fromthe
NAACP that are here today in support
as well. The Phil adel phi a NAACP
stands resolutely in support of the
initiative to renane Taney Street to
LeCount Street. A change that
reflects our commtnent to justice,
equality and the recognition of those
who have fought tirelessly for civi
rights.

Roger B. Taney, the nman
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whom the street is currently naned, is
notorious for his role in the Dred
Scott decision. A ruling that denied
citizenship and basic human rights to
bl ack Americans. H s legacy is one of
oppression and injustice, a stark
rem nder of a painful history that has
inflicted deep scars on our society.

We believe that honoring
such a figure is inconpatible with the
val ues we strive to uphold today.

In contrast, Caroline
LeCount enbodies the spirit of
resilience and advocacy that our
communities need to celebrate. Known
as the Rosa Parks of Phil adel phia, she
was a pioneer and educator and civil
rights activists who courageously
chal | enged the status quo | ong before
t he Montgonery Bus boycott. Her
relentless efforts to desegregate
public street cars in the 19th century

not only paved the way for greater
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civil rights, but also inspired
countl ess others to join the fight for
justice.

Carol i ne LeCount, who was
al so the fiance of Cctavius Catto, who
we have a statue right here on the
city hall grounds and perhaps one day
we' |l | have one for her standi ng next
to himwas instrunental in the court
case in 1867, which successfully |ed
to the banning of segregation on
public transportation. She represents
a significant victory in the struggle
for equality.

By renam ng Taney Street to
LeCount Street, we honor a true
chanpion of civil rights and ensure
that the | egacy of those who fought
for justice is renenbered and
cel ebr at ed.

This renamng i s nore than
just a change of a sign. It is a

power ful statenent about who we are as
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a community and what we aspire to be.
It is a step toward heal i ng,
reconciliation and the ongoi ng pursuit
of justice for all.

W urge all stakeholders to
support this inportant initiative and
to join us in recognizing the
contri butions of Caroline LeCount, a
beacon of hope and progress in our
shared history. Together, let us turn
t he page on a | egacy of division and
enbrace a future that cel ebrates the
cour ageous i ndi vidual s who have fought
for equality and justice.

And |, again, just want to
thank the Taney Street Coalition for
bringing this to our attention. And
this also just, again, shows how nuch
we need education. But | won't say
civil -- not only civil rights
education, but history and bl ack
history in our schools. Because,

again, they gave us this information
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and | hope all of you will have this.
W're sharing it with our nenbers, our
famlies, our children, because before
this | had -- | wasn't even aware of
Caroline LeCount.

So, you know, | find that
real ly di sheartening, but also
i nportant that we recognize the

history that this city has and we nake

sure that we take -- we take - we hold
t hat accountabl e, but al so make this
change so that we can be proud of the
Taney Street nanme when it is no | onger
the sign, but the LeCount sign. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so nmuch for your testinony. Any
guestions? Seeing none. Mich
appr eci at ed.

M. Pullin, could you
pl ease read the next person to
testify?

THE CLERK: The next
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Wi tness has testified is Dr. Guy
Ceneral s, president of the Conmunity
Col | ege of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Good
norni ng, Dr. Generals.

MR. GENERALS: Cood
norni ng. Good norning, everyone.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  State
your nane, for the record, and
proceed.

MR, CGENERALS: My nane is
@Quy Cenerals. | would like to voice
nmy support to renove the nane of Taney
and replace it wth a nane that
adequately reflects the rich history
of Phil adel phia as the birthpl ace of
Anerican denocracy. And that nane
shoul d be Caroline LeCount.

The name of Roger Taney
i nvokes the darkest nenory in the
hi story of African Americans in
particular and in Arerica in general.

In short, his ruling in the
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Dred Scott case as the chief justice
of the Suprene Court set the stage for
the Gvil War. And nore inportantly,
it laid the foundation or | should say
equally inportant, it laid the
foundation for the belief in white
supremacy, which for far too many
Anericans continues to exist.

The core of his infanous
ruling. And I quote, A black man has
no right that a white man is required
to honor, infused white suprenacy
into the laws of the land. To him and
as proclainmed by the Dred Scott ruling
in 1857, African Anericans were
property, unworthy of the dignities of
humani ty.

The renoval of his nane is
especially inportant at Conmunity
Col | ege of Phil adel phia. The COctavius
Catto Scholarship is given to
t housands of students each year. The

schol arship is the hall mark of the
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coll ege and the city of Phil adel phia's
comm tnment to racial and soci al
justice, to econom ¢ and educati onal
access.

Cctavius Catto was a young
schol ar attending the Institute for
Col ored Youth, now Taney University
during the time of the Dred Scott
deci sion. He was an activist who
wor ked towards social justice. He
supported the fight to end slavery and
the Gvil War. And he fought in favor
of the Gvil War to end slavery, and
he di ed engagi ng blacks in their right
to vote. On election day 1871, he was
assassi nat ed.

Octavius Catto and Caroline
LeCount were engaged, but they never
made it down the aisle. An assassin's
bull et took Cctavius life just after
the activist cast his ballot at a
polling place in 1871. He was
32-years-old. M. LeCount, an
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educator, carried the m ssion forward,
fighting for freedomand equity.

| believe we dishonor their
| egaci es by allowi ng that nane to
stand. | have students and faculty
who |ive on those bl ocks and are
enbarrassed that the nane has not been
renoved.

So on behal f of our
students and the inportance of know ng
and under st andi ng our history, because
this is an educational nonent, | am
asking that the nanme of Taney be
renoved and changed to Caroline
Rebecca LeCount. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you. Thank you, Dr. Cenerals. Any
guestions? Seei ng none.

M. Pullin, can you pl ease
read the next person to testify?

THE CLERK: The next
Wi tnesses to testify are Fasaha

Trayl or, Leo Vaccaro and Kei sha Usher -
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Martin.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Whoever wants to start, we
could just start by stating your nane,
for the record, and then you can
proceed with your testinony and we'l |l
go through the pattern.

M5. TRAYLOR  Good norni ng.
My nane is Fasaha Trayl or, co-author
of the book, "They Carried Us: The
Soci al I npact of Phil adel phia's Bl ack
Wnen Leaders," published in 2020.

Carol i ne LeCount was one of
the 95 black wonen we profiled in our
book. And | congratul ate council for
noving forward with changi ng the nane
of Taney Street to LeCount Street.

That is certainly inportant. But |
al so want to encourage you not to
think of this as a routine end point,
just a street sign or the end of
council's invol venent.

As our country prepares to
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cel ebrate the 250t h anni versary of the
signing of the Declaration of

| ndependence, and Phi |l adel phi a250
shines a spotlight on the nmeaning of
the Decl aration to Phil adel phi a,
counci |l shoul d consi der showcasi ng how
the renam ng of Taney Street fits into
our country's long, hard, yet still
unfini shed journey fromwhite
suprenmacy to equality.

This act by council is
sonet hing we should all be proud of
and sonet hing we should all claimas a
meani ngful part of our civil |egacy.
Council could help us integrate the
t hi nki ng enbodi ed in the nanme change
as part of the inheritance of
equality.

Council could issue a
proclamation witten by a | eading
Phi | adel phia historian entitled Wy
Taney Street D sappeared. Thi s

docunment could be distributed to al
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Phi | adel phi a hi gh schools and focus on
how Justice Roger B. Taney's belief in
segregation and white suprenmacy set
our country back and put us on the
path to the Cvil War.

Counci|l could issue a cal
for students to devel op essays or
visual arts pieces about the life of
Caroline LeCount. Essays and vi sual
art could focus on her staunch beli ef
i n human equality and her actions to
bring that belief into being.

Phi | adel phi ans shoul d know
about her decades |long commtnent to
educati ng bl ack students in
Phi | adel phi a' s segregated school s and
advocating for the black teachers who
bore the burden of teaching them
within a segregated system

Counci |l could organize a
heari ng, possibly televised by VHYY,

Il inking Caroline LeCount's comrunity

activismto segregate street -- to
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desegregate street cars in
Phi | adel phia with the community
activismled by renaned Taney.

Joi ni ng hands across many
decades of the city's history, both
Caroline LeCount and Renane Taney's
activism are exanples of how community
activismcan nove our country forward.

Far be it fromne to
suggest how these efforts m ght be
acconplished, but here are a few
I deas. Maybe Education Conmttee and
Par ks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs
could coll aborate on a plan to bring
ideas |ike these to |ife. These or
other commttees could seek to
col | aborate with Phil adel phi a250 to
hi ghl i ght where the street nanme change
fits in the long march to the equality
articulated in the Declaration.

Counci | menbers fromthe
three districts whose ascent was

requi red could, along with folks from
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the Renane Taney Coalition forma kind
of speakers bureau to inform all

Phi | adel phi ans about the inportance of
taking this action and how rel evant it
is to Philadel phi a250.

That's just the begi nning
of alist that I hope you will add to.
So thank you for taking this action.

I wll resist the tenptation to add
finally. And congratul ati ons once
agai n.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you. Wioever wants to go, just state
your nane and then proceed.

MS. USHER- MARTI N:  Yes.
Good norning. | am Kei sha Usher -
Martin, a 17-year resident on
Bai nbri dge Street, and prior vice
chair of SOSNA, which is a South of
Sout h Nei ghbor hood Associ ati on, who --
and | have advocated and supported
renam ng the street to honor

Phi | adel phi ans heroi ne Caroline
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LeCount .

Wen | first net Ben Keys,
| already knew of Justice Taney and
the horrific and personally pai nful
Dred Scott decision. It is one of the
first cases taught to first year |aw
students in constitutional |aw

Wen | noved to Bainbridge
Street, | was appalled that ny

nei ghbor hood street, park and youth

softball | eague were all nanmed to
honor Roger Taney. However, |ike
others, | was unaware that it could be

changed. And here | was sone 20 years
| ater as a | awyer and a not her
presented with a uni que opportunity to
make a change. One that | was able to
experience wth ny children.

Nei ghbors in Devil's Pocket
j oi ned the Renanme Taney Street
Coalition, petitioning for support in
this renane. Wile they -- while the

Renanme Coal ition has generated public
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interest, we still need Gty Council's
approval . Your voice carries
significant weight in this effort, and
we wel come any support you can offer.

Thi s renam ng woul d honor
Ms. LeCount who played a pivotal role
i n desegregating Philadel phia's
trolley lines. And it would send a
power ful nmessage to the children
growing up in our conmmunity. It
reinforces the values of diversity and
i nclusion specifically, inspiring the
next generation to stand agai nst
I njustice.

| have taken ny children
and nmy niece with me during these
public outreaches. The children of
our comunity are well aware and
know edgeabl e of their ability to use
their voices to enact change. And in
this instance, | ask you to use yours.
Qur nei ghbor hood fromyoung to old are

doing the right -- doing the work to
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right these historical wongs.

Years later, ny 5th grade
-- ny then 5th grade niece was a part
of the student | ed nane change of
Chester Arthur School. She, because
of her experiences with ne, nom nated
and gai ned school support for her
nom nation of Caroline LeCount as a
potential name for the school.

Then in 2023, thanks to
this student-led petition to the
school board, the name was then
officially changed from Chester Arthur
School to Marian Anderson Nei ghbor hood
Acadeny in July 2023.

So al t hough Caroline
LeCount didn't get that honor, she
still has the opportunity to have an
honor within our community. One that
our children have been made aware of
and whol Iy support.

Qur nei ghbor hood has been

maki ng many changes in the | ast
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several years. 2023, we had the
renam ng of Chester Arthur, and we
al so had the renam ng of Christian
Street from 15 to 20th as Bl ack
Doctors Row. And the honorary
renam ng recently of the 900 bl ock of
17th Street to honor the school guard
at Stanton, Ms. Geral dine G aves on
just Qctober 19th.

This reflects our
comunity's comm tnent and youth
awar eness to recogni zi ng and
cel ebrating our black and Anerican
hi story.

Changi ng Taney Street or
Taney Street to honor Ms. Caroline
LeCount exenplifies our dedication to
progress and fostering pride and unity
inaway that will benefit future
generations. M. Caroline LeCount is
of ten conpared to Rosa Parks in
Ms. Parks fight to integrate the

Mont gonery bus system  However, |
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woul d counter that Ms. LeCount being
95 years prior to Ms. Parks in 1955,
stands on her own and has no

conpari son.

Your vote will be a
catal yst to continual change in a way
that will bring pride to
Phi | adel phi ans and especially to the
chil dren of Phil adel phi a.

Your vote can affect the
| oss of enotional safety felt by the
bl ack conmunity in our heavily
gentrified Graduate Hospital
nei ghbor hood. Al so, your vote wll
bri ng awareness to the white conmunity
who is in the progress of gentrifying,
but also bring awareness to the white
children who could be future
gentrifiers and will learn the
respectabl e way of being included in a
new a conmmunity that has al ready been
built by bl ack people.

And that is ny concl usion.
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Thank you for your support.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you. Thank you so nmuch for your
testi nony.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Ch, we
don't want her to go.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: O,
hold on. Please state your name, for
the record, and proceed.

MR VACCARO. Thank you.
Hello, I'm Leo Vaccaro. |'m a nenber
of Renane Taney and |I'ma hi gh school
hi story teacher. And | over-prepared
like a typical teacher. So |I am going
to skip ny preanble and get into echo
sone of the statenents. |'malso very
fortunate that we were able to
convince a bunch of historians |ike
Dr. Cenerals who spoke earlier,

Fasaha, to ny right, and al so Dan
Bi ddl e, who wote the book about
Cctavius Catto, is going to talk in a

mnute. And | believe Dan is actually
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one of the few people, who net soneone
who net Caroline LeCount. So he's our
cl osest connection that | know of to
Caroline LeCount.

As a history teacher, and |
appreciate you having this neeting and
listening to our testinony. |t neans
alot to us to have this opportunity
to tal k about Phil adel phia history.

As a teacher, | believe,
that the Gvil R ghts Myvenent of the
Civil War era is trenendously
I nportant. Know ng how Anmericans of
that generation freed thensel ves from
ensl avenent with the 13th Anendnent,
demanded their right to vote with the
15t h Anmendnent, and nost significantly
fought for the equal protection of the
law with the 14th Anmendnent, is the
nost profound story in Anmerican
hi story, even nore authentically so
than was the case here in 1776.

And that's why |I'm so
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excited to be part of this effort to
renane Taney Street for one of

Phi | adel phia's own freedom fi ghters,
Caroline LeCount.

Pl ease allow nme to talk a
little bit of history about who
LeCount was and who she was in the
Phi | adel phia conmunity. Carrie, as
she was often known, was born in
Phi | adel phi a February 26th, 1846 to
parents, Janes and Sarah. |t has been
claimed that her father Janes, a
cabi net naker, hel ped peopl e escape
ensl avenent on the Underground
Railroad. | assume that this had a
great effect on Carrie.

At a tinme when nost African
Ameri cans were prohibited from
recei ving an education, LeCount
mast ered geonetry, trigononetry, G eek
and Latin at the Institute of Col ored
Yout h, now known as Cheney University,

the first HBCU. During these -- where
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she actually was the valedictorian in
1863.

During the Gvil War and
Reconstruction, LeCount hel ped run the
Ladi es Uni on Associ ation, an
associ ation of African Anmerican wonen
i n Phil adel phia that sent supplies to
the troops in the Gvil War, and al so
up at Canp WIlliam Penn in what's now
Chel t enham

Shortly after her graduation,
she becane a teacher and eventually a
principal. Determ nation, passion and
academ c strength, LeCount was a force
to be reckoned with in the classroom
as well as in society.

In March, 1867, when she
was just 21-years-old, LeCount becane
Phi | adel phi a' s Rosa Parks when she
personally confronted a streetcar
operator and enforced the integration
of public transportation.

Simlar to Rosa Parks,
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LeCount was acting as part of a |larger
organi zation as a political agent in
cooperation with allies in the vibrant
Phi | adel phia bl ack community, which in
those days was centered in the Seventh
Ward. Wen her bel oved fiance
Cctavius Catto was gunned down while
voting in 1871, LeCount wept bitterly
over his loss and never marri ed.

And it gives ne great honor
to be able to quote LeCount's words
directly froman 1873 interview, which
stood in direct opposition to the Dred
Scott decision of 1857, where she
said, "to be intelligent is to
understand the laws of the land. And
the great feature of our laws is that
t hey make no distinction by neans of
color.”

Her statenment stood in
opposition to the Dred Scott deci sion,
whi ch hel ped bring this country into

civil war as we tal ked about. Al so,
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through this process | spent sone tine
in Philadel phia city archives at the
free library with a | ot of support

| ooki ng t hrough why that change
actually took place. And it's an
unfortunate thing that |I'mvery
grateful that we're looking to finally
change it. There were 971 or so
streets that were changed after the
consolidation of the city. And it
appears as though our city | eaders
just chose a whole lot of political
nanmes and continuation of other street
nanmes, and it's unfortunate that they
chose Roger Taney.

Personal | y, collaborating
with archivists, historians, community
menbers, led me to work with an arti st
to create that coloring book that you
have in your hands now. And we, as
Fasaha was tal ki ng about, we are eager
to continue these efforts to get that

education into our schools to make
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sure that people understand the

hi story and to get people excited
about the fact that we are now -- we
now have this opportunity to honor
Carol i ne LeCount.

So thank you for |istening
to nmy lesson plan and thank you for
allowing ne to speak on this.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you all for your testinony.

Counci | menber Harrity?

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

Thank you, Counci | man.
just want to say thank you for
testifying. You know, | consider
nyself a little bit of a student of
history. And it's kind of funny, |
grew up in the Devil's Pocket, that's
where ny nother's from | spent a |ot
of time as a young man living at ny
grandnot her's house, played at Taney
Park and terrorized that nei ghborhood

as a child. So I'malways glad and
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makes ne smile when | hear references
to it, especially nowadays where you
don't hear it too often.

But | thank you for your
testinony and, you know, this is --
the fact that this was allowed to go
on for so long is just a travesty in
itself. And, you know, as the teacher
has said that maybe we take this as a
| ear ni ng experience and take this as a
chance to try to get some of this
information into our schools and to
our children.

| renmenber | earning about
the Dred Scott decision when | was in
school, but, you know, the whole
chapter on civil rights and the
struggl es was about it one chapter,
you know what | nean? That doesn't
give you nuch information. So |I'm
glad that we're taking these steps
now. |'mglad that council president

and ny coll eagues put this bill in.
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It's just amazing, | nean,
| literally grew up running around on
Taney Street and never knew that it
was named after the guy that nmade the
Dred Scott decision. So you learn
sonet hi ng new everyday and |' m goi ng
to take this as a | earning experience
and hopefully nme and ny col | eagues can
build on it. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Counci | woman Ahmad?

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Yes.
Thank you so nuch for your testinony.
For everybody, |'ve been | earning
t hese nuggets of information, | did
not know that she was the fiance of
Cctavius Catto. And that just nekes
it even nore poignant, you know,
know ng they both were in the
struggl e.

| just wanted to commend
Ms. Traylor for laying out a

communi cations plan. So we find -- |
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find, being on city council and
engaging with constituents, howlittle
peopl e know of all the things that are
happening. It's very hard to keep
track of everything. But | think
sendi ng a nessage fromour city, from
city council, fromall of us to the
world, |I think is an excellent plan.
And | would love to follow up with you
to kind of see sone el enents of what
we can or cannot do. But | think
connecting this to the 250 -- 250th
anniversary is an excellent point of
how we still are noving to for a nore
perfect union, right? W are still
conti nui ng that path.

So thank you. | just
wanted to say publicly to all of you,
thank you for all this information,
and nost inportantly. Thank the
t hought behind all of this.

Appreciate it. Thank you, chair.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
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you. Any ot her questions? Seeing
none. Thank you so nuch for your
testinony. Do we have anybody else to
testify?

THE CLERK: We have one
nore panel and then -- the next
witness to testify are Stan Horow t z,
Dan Bi ddl e and Anyabwi | e Love.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so nuch for being here to testify.
Just state your nane, for the record,
and then you can proceed.

MR, HOROW TZ: Ckay. Hi.
Good norning. M nane is Stan
Horowitz, and | amhere with the
Renane Taney Street Coalition to
support passage of Bill 240931 to
renanme Taney Street to LeCount Street.

I live in Fairnmount in 2601
Parkway Building. 1It's the art deco
bui | di ng across fromthe art nuseum
If that building wasn't there, Taney

Street would have a 500 bl ock of North
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Taney Street. So thanks to ny
bui | di ng being there, Taney Street
gets cut off north of the Parkway
before it resunes south of the Parkway
around Pine Street.

So ny interest in renam ng
-- in this renamng effort cones from
quite a few years nore than | shoul d
have of cutting class when | was in
northeast Philly and com ng down to
the Central Library and studying
Anerica's interesting history and how
it revol ved around Phil adel phi a.

And | | earned of
Phi | adel phia's rich history --
Phi | adel phia has a rich history in the
civil rights novenent that even goes
back before the Declaration of
| ndependence was signed. So we're not
new to being abolitionist at all.

When Harriet Tubman hel ped
conduct the Underground Railroad, it

was here in Phil adel phia where it
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ended up and where a | ot of slaves
achi eved their freedom So the
directly -- the deeply racist history
surroundi ng Chief Justice Roger Taney
shoul d preclude himfrom ever being
honored with a street or any ot her
public structure nanmed after him

Renam ng Taney Street after
South Philly educator and civil rights
advocate, Caroline LeCount, who was
ahead of her tinme will allow a nonster
in our country's troubling racist past
to be relegated to history books while
honori ng a Phil adel phian who is well -
deserving of this recognition for her
civil rights advocacy. And it is
aligned with Philadel phia's history in
t he novenent to abolish slavery.

And it's not on --
unprecedented, |I'mthinking of Fannie
Jackson Coppin School, which was
renaned a few years ago, that's in

South Philly from bei ng Andrew Jackson
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School. So I"masking that Gty
Counci | renane every segnent of Taney
Street as per bill 240931. And thank
you and thanks for your tine.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you. Thank you for your testinony.
Pl ease state your nane and then
proceed.

MR. BIDDLE: M nane is Dan
Biddle. | amthe co-author with
Murray Dubin, who's here today of
"Tasting Freedom OCctavius Catto in
the Battle for Equality in Gvil War
Anerica."

To research this book,
Murray and | needed to | earn not only
about Cctavius Catto's remarkabl e and
short |ife, but the |ives of the nen
and wonmen around himin a civil rights
struggl e, which as other w tnesses
have said so well echoed of what we
know about the nodern civil rights

struggle. And you've already heard
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several great witnesses |liken Caroline
LeCount to the Great Rosa Parks.

Si nce so nuch has al ready
been said today, and so well, | just
want to see if | can add a few facts
about who she was and who was around
her .

It's been nentioned that
she was from an Underground Railroad
famly and that her father, Janes
LeCount, was an undertaker and a
car penter.

W | earned, Murray and I,
that in the 1840s and 50s in bl ack
Phi | adel phia, which was al ready a
thriving community at that tine, hard
to believe that it took us as a city,
anot her 150 years or so to honor even
one bl ack Phil adel phian with a statue
on public property.

But Caroline's famly was
one of the backbones of black

Phi | adel phi a back then. And as was
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menti oned Janes, her father and the
whole famly were activists in the
Under ground Railroad. Easy to say
now, back then it was putting their
lives on the I|ine.

A story that got handed
down t hrough generations of Caroline
LeCount's famly was that in the
1850s, kids in the LeCount house,
whi ch was on what is now Bai nbridge
Street, about 9th and Bai nbridge, were
pl ayi ng a gane of hide and seek. And
sonme of the kids sneaked into the room
t hat James LeCount used for the
freshly sawed and nail ed coffins that
he made for his trade as a carpenter
and undertaker, and clinbed into one
of the newly nmade coffins and
di scovered that there was a man in
there, a live man.

The LeCount famly calls
all the kids together for a speci al

neeting and tells themthey nust never
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tell anyone this story, and expl ai ned
to the kids that the man in there was
a fugitive fromslavery. Lucky for us
the kids grew up and told that story.

Anot her thing that's been
mentioned is how she was such a fiery
educator. W |earned and we kept --
we kept learning things. W thought
why didn't we learn this in high
school or college? By the tine
Carol i ne becane only the second bl ack
school principal in the city's history
in the md-1860s, there had al ready
been a line of black school |eaders
who were very serious educators by
day. And if you'll pardon the
expressi on, badass civil rights
activists by night.

Char| es Reason, Ebenezer
Bassett, Octavius Catto's best friend,
Jacob Wiite, Fanny Coppin, who's
al ready been nentioned today, every

one of them tough educators and
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fearl ess equal rights activists. The
epi sode that we've tal ked about on a
March day in 1867 was at about
l unchtime on a cold cl ear day.
Ms. LeCount by then the principal of a
bl ack school called the Chio Street
School, and her assistant principal,
Alice Gordon, also a wonman of col or,
nei ther of themout of their early
twenties. This was nentioned.
Caroline was all of 21, wal ked to the
corner of 1l1th and Lonbard and fl agged
down a yel |l ow streetcar

And happened over and over
and over in that era, the conductor
not only refused them entrance, but
shouted the n-word at them

LeCount at age 21 al ready
knew that in Harrisburg, Cctavius
Catto and Jake White and other early
| obbyists in that battle to integrate
the street cars had persuaded j ust

enough Republican legislators, that's

Page 97

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
10/ 28/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

when t he Republican Party stood for
sonet hing conpletely different from
today. Persuaded just enough to pass
a law that forever outl awed

di scrimnation on public
transportation in the city of

Phi | adel phia. But the word hadn't
made it to the courts and the judges
of Phi | adel phi a.

So when LeCount at age 21,
takes her case to court and tries to
per suade a judge to penalize and
I npose a fine upon the driver and his
conpany, and that was at a tinme when
the streetcar conpani es were powerful
political forces, the judge turns her
away and says that he knows of no such
change in the | aw

Murray and | for our work,
tried to i magi ne what that nust have
been like. To go back to when the
city's courts were run entirely by

nmen, white nen. And to have two young
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wonen of color stand up in that
courtroomand try to tell a white nale
judge that he was wong. | think it's
hard for us | ooking back to inmagine
how nuch courage that took.

And LeCount didn't stop
when the judge turned her away. She
al ready knew what to do. She nade her
way to a state office and obtained a
certified copy of the brand new | aw.
You know, today, we m ght do that on a
cell phone. W mght use a Xerox
machine, it mght take a few m nutes.
| used to be a reporter here for the
Inquirer, and | renenber when in this
bui |l di ng, getting a Xerox copy took a
few hours. But LeCount gets that copy
qui ckly enough to bring it back before
the magi strate who hens and haws, and
finally agrees that she's right and
orders agai nst the streetcar conpany
and forces the conpany and the driver

to pay a fine and rmakes history.
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That nmonent in that little
courtroomis instantly cel ebrated al
through the civil rights novenent of
those days. And it's been nentioned
how an awful nonent in Caroline
LeCount's life that we -- that we know
sonet hi ng about was the day in 1871 in
this city, when her fiance Cctavius
Catto was assassinated in the m dst of
trying to protect black voters in one
of their very first opportunities to
exercise true political power.

It's easy to inmagine if you
had been in her shoes, that to be al
but standing next to that act of
vi ol ence, you m ght decide to give up
your civil rights activism Caroline
LeCount, |ike the other men and wonen
of that novenment, and the -- and the
men and wonen of the nodern civil
rights novenent that we know better,
the great John Lewi s, Rosa Parks, the

great Dr. King, |ike those people,
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LeCount went right back at it.

She goes on not only to be
the principal of a black school for
the next 40 years or so, she continues
to make an argunent that her fiance
had nade, that public schools need to
hire black teachers to teach bl ack
students. Because as Catto said, and
as she echoed in a speech in 1902,
bl ack teachers bring to black students
an experience fromoutside the
cl assroomthat even the best white
t eacher cannot.

That wasn't all she did.
As anot her speaker nentioned, she
hel ped lead a |ittle organi zation of
bl ack wonen in support of the Union
Arnmy here in Phil adel phia, and that
wasn't all they did. As soon as
nort hern sol di ers began |iberating
portion to the south fromthe
Conf ederacy and fromthe system of

ensl avenent, there was a huge need to
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supply those parts of the country with
basi c tools of education for the
mllions of Americans who had j ust
come out of enslavenent and who had
been deni ed any form of education for
gener ati ons.

Anmong the records that
Murray and | | ooked at for our book
was the list that Caroline and her
allies put together from donations in
about 1865, school supplies to send
into the south. One of the itens that
got donated, then she hel ped get sent
down there, 1,200 slates, 1,200 little
bl ackboards for children and adults in
the south to learn wth.

She al so, when we had the
Centennial here in town, she was part
of a commttee of black wonmen who
tried to contribute to that event and
hel p organize it. And a commttee of
upper-class Wiite wonen that had a big

role in creating the Centennial turned
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t hem away. And |ucky for us, thanks

t o newspaper accounts at the tine,

we' ve got the words that Caroline gave
to a reporter back when the | eader of
that white wonen's commttee suggested
to these outspoken bl ack wonen, that

if they didn't like the way things
were run here, maybe they could remand
to Africa.

LeCount said, in reaction
to that, "the word remand is fraught
with the nost painful associations and
it is only those who have suffered as
we have that can fully understand it.
It was a termused when the dealers in
bodi es and souls of nen and wonen
succeeded i n kidnapping their prey and
consigning themto interm nable
bondage. "

| know we've al ready gone
long. 1'll just nmention one other
thing. As Leo, bless his heart,

menti oned, you know, you don't expect
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that two authors trying to pull a book
together in the 2000s woul d be able to
I ntervi ew anyone fromthat era.

Anyone who knew t he heroes of that
civil rights struggle. But Murray and
| got to do that.

W | earned that there was a
woman |iving at about 20th and
Fitzwater nanmed Lily Di ckerson, rest
I n peace, who by the tine we went to
see her was 101-years-old. And we had
been told by others that Lily knew
peopl e who had been involved in that
struggl e, knew people who had known
Cctavius Catto when he was still
living. And we had the high honor of
sitting wth her and going over a |ist
of nanmes with her.

And at one point, Mirray
asked her if she knew the nane,
Caroline LeCount. Lily Dickerson,

101, her eyes lit up and she sm |l ed

and she said to us, Linnie. She had
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known Caroline LeCount when Caroline
was 60 and 70 and 80-years-old by a
di fferent nicknanme fromthe nane that
turned up in 19th Century records
Li nni e LeCount.

By the tine Lily was a
young woman growi ng up in
Phi | adel phia, Caroline was a
di stingui shed | eader in black
Phi | adel phia and still an agitator for
equal rights. | found a record of a
conference on bl ack education that was
held here in our city in 1912, where
the lineup code for that conference
i ncl uded the great Al ain Locke, |eader
of the Harl em Renai ssance, the great
WE.B. Du Bois and Caroline Rebecca
LeCount .

| just say one nore thing.
Every tinme Murray and | get to read
fromour book for an audi ence, we
| ament that all this history has not

previ ously been | earned and taught.
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And we i ke to tal k about how t he
LeCounts and the Cattos and the Wites
and the Fanny Coppins and all the

ot her heroes of that early civil
rights novenent, quite often cane back
fromtheir marches or their neetings
wth their heads bl oodied, |ike John
Lewis was in 1965, or their bones
broken, |ike Frederick Douglass in
1857, but they went back for nore.

And the fact that nost
Anmericans don't know their stories is
a crine. But the fact that you can
change the nane now and take down the
nanme of the odious Roger Taney and put
up the nanme of Caroline LeCount is an
opportunity to hel p change that.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Thank
you. Thank you so much for your
testinony. And | saw Murray was al so
here. 1t's amazing when you | ook at
the history and you even see the

relationship with Catto -- Cctavius
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Catto and what that nmeant to the city
of Phil adel phia, especially these
times right now when you tal k about
voting and people participating in
voting and how i nportant that is and
to sonebody who gave their life for

wi |l lingness and the right to vote.

And yet, we still have a |lot of people
out there that do not participate in
that right.

And so it's a -- it's a
fascinating part and | really
appreciate the history that you have
done and the information that you have
provi ded as part of this testinony.

So thank you.

MR. BIDDLE: Thanks very
much. [t's an honor, Chair.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Any
gquestions? Seeing none. Is there
anyone el se here to testify,

M. Pullin?
THE CLERK:  No. No one on
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public comrent.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: I's
t here anyone who was not called that
would like to testify on Bill No.
240931? Seeing none. W confirned
that there's none.

THE CLERK: Bottom of page
13. Bottom of 13.
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thirteen?

THE CLERK: Yeah, bottom of
13.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Yeabh.

| would like to thank al
the witnesses for joining us today and
we' Il now end the public hearing and
go into a public neeting.

"1l now note for the
record that a quorum of conmittee is
present. Council menber Harrity to ny
l eft and COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS,

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD and COUNCI LVWWOVAN

BASS, the quorumis now present chair
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recogni zed.

Counci | renber Harrity for a
nmotion on Bill No. 240931.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

Thank you, Chair. And I
nove that the Bill No. 240931 be
reported fromthis conmttee with a
hi ghly favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of counci
be suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
counsel .

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Not ed
for the record. Councilwoman Bass
second. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Bill No.
240931 be reported fromthis commttee
wth a favorabl e recomendati on and
further nove that the rules of counci
be suspended to admt the first
reading of this bill at the next

sessi on of council.

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
10/ 28/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.
COUNCI L MEMBERS: Aye.
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.
Those opposed? Ayes have it. And the
notion carries.

Favor abl e recommendati on
with the request that the rul es of
councils be suspended to permt the
first reading at the next session of
council. This will conclude the
busi ness before the Comm ttee on
Streets and Service today.

Thank you very nuch for
your attendance and participation.

G eat job.
(Proceedi ngs concluded at 12:30 p.m)
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