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COUNCI LWOMAN QUETCY LOZADA
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COUNCI LMAN | SAI AH THOVAS

COUNCI LWOMAN SHARON VAUGHN

M CHAEL A. DECKER, CHI EF CLERK
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3/ 16/ 23 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nmor ni ng.

( Good norni ng.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
W're going to get started. Thank you
for your patience.

We' ve established our quorum
So we're going to have our invocati on,
and to give our invocation this norning,
the Chair recogni zes Bi shop Luke Zhoba of
t he Ukrai nian Othodox Church. He is
here today as the guest of Council man
O Neill.

| would ask all nenbers and
guests to please rise.

( Counci | renbers and guests
ri se.)

Bl SHOP ZHOBA: (Good nor ni ng.

(Good norning.)

Bl SHOP ZHOBA: Counci |
President Darrell C arke, nenbers of the
Cty Council, brothers and sisters in the
Cty of Philadel phia, |I'm Bi shop of
Phi | adel phi a Luke, Rector of St. Nichol as
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3/ 16/ 23 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
Ukrai ni an Ot hodox Cat hedr al
(unintelligible) located in Northern
Li berti es.

Today, this day, March 16, 2022
[sic], at this neeting of the esteened
menbers of the Phil adel phia Cty Council,
| am honored to give the invocation. |
t hank Councilman Brian O Neill for the
invitation to be here with you this
nor ni ng.

Let us bow our heads now as we
pray to the Lord.

For this wonderful county, the
United States of America, for our
Presi dent Joe Biden, for our Arned Forces
everywhere and for all those in civil
authority, in nmenory of the founding
fathers and all those who gave their
lives for our freedom for all those in
the world today, especially the suffering
people in Wkraine who are fighting for
the freedons we enjoy every day, for this
beautiful Cty of Philadel phia, Council
President C arke and all the Council nen
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and for every city and country and for
the faithful running in them for you,
the nmenbers of the Philadel phia Gty
Council, let us pray to the Lord for his
nercy, guidance, and grace.

Anmen.

Brothers and sisters, | give --
one mnute. | have special gift from

10 Ukrai ne, fromH s Hol i ness Phil aret
11 (unintelligible) and rest of Ukraine.
12 God bl ess Anerica, God bless the City
13 Council of Philadelphia. This is
14 bl essi ng and - -
15 .- -
16 ( Appl ause.)
17 - - -
18 Bl SHOP ZHOBA: |I'msorry. One
19 second. | hailed a special from Ukrai ne.
20 Council President Darrell Carke, | wll
21 gi ve you the gold nedal fromH s Holiness
22 Patriarch Philaret. Thank you for your
23 support to Ukrai ne.
24 .- -
25 ( Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

Bl SHOP ZHOBA: And one nore

for -- this is the passport and H's
Hol i ness Philaret. |'msorry.
And one nore. | wll say thank

you so nuch to Councilman Brian O Neill,

District 10. The (unintelligible)

people -- over 12,000 people live in your
district. God bless you. Thank you for

your support for Ukraine.

18 ( Appl ause.)
19 oo
20 Bl SHOP ZHOBA: God bl ess
21 Anerica. Thank you so nmuch. | |ove
22 Phi | adel phia. Thank you.
23 .- -
24 ( Appl ause.)
25 oo
LEXI TAS
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: |I'm
sorry. | was thinking about what date |
was goi ng to book, you know. Sorry.
Thank you.

Counsel will be at ease. [|I'm
sorry.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. And thank you again, Bi shop.
We appreciate you being here today.

Qur next order of business is
t he approval of the Journal of the
nmeeti ng of Thursday, March 9th, 2023, and
the Chair recogni zes Counci | woman Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that the Journal
of the neeting of Thursday, March 9th,
2023 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Journal of the
neeting of Thursday, March 9th, 2023
stand approved.
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Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and our Journal is
approved.

And our next order of business
I s request for |eave of absence, and the
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. On behalf of the nenbers
of Council, there is a request for |eave
of absence by Counci |l menber Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Council man.

Let the record reflect that
| eave shall be granted for Council nmenber
Br ooks.

And at this tinme, the Chair
recogni zes Counci |l woman Bass for a notion
concerning certain legislative matters
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that may arise during the course of
t oday's session of Council that were not
| isted on the Cal endar circul ated prior
to today's session.

Counci | wonman Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that any of the
followng matters, if considered today,
may be added to the agenda for this
sessi on of Council and, as required by
| aw, subsequently published on an anmended
agenda after the consideration of those
matters: resolutions authorizing
heari ngs, anmendnents to bills on first
readi ng, the reconsideration of a bill
vetoed by or re-called fromthe Myor,
amendnments to bills re-called fromthe
Mayor, resolutions taking substantive
action to be voted on in this session, a
notion to withdraw a bill or resolution
that is not on the Cal endar, and a notion
placing a bill or resolution on or
returning a bill or resolution fromthe
Suspension Calendar that is not |isted on
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t oday' s Cal endar.

The purpose of this notion is
to provide the public with notice
concerni ng possi ble actions by Counci |
that arose too late to be included on the
Cal endar that was published prior to
t oday' s sessi on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the |egislative
matters stated by Council woman Bass may
be added to the agenda for today, should
those matters arise during the course of
t he Council session.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and the notion carri es.

And our next order of business
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I S communi cations, and the Chair
recogni zes the Chief Cerk to read the
messages fromthe Mayor or any other
conmuni cati ons that he may have in his
possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: Fromthe Mayor to
the President and nenbers of the Council
of the Gty of Phil adel phia, | am pl eased
to advise you that on March 15, 2023, |
signed all of the bills which were passed
by Council at its session on March 2,
2023, except Bill No. 220244, which | am
returni ng without ny signature.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair thanks the Chief d erk.

At this tinme, the Chair
recogni zes Counci |l man Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
nmor ni ng, Council President. Good
norni ng, colleagues. Good norning to the
public.

| just wanted to take a nonent
to acknow edge sonme very speci al young
people that are here in Gty Council
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today, a lot of themhere for the first
time being in Gty Hall.

The first group of young people
| would like to recognize is the
basketball team as well as the coach and
athletic director at Roman Cat holi c.

Can they stand up so we can
give them a round of appl ause, please.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: | want to
take a noment to congratul ate Roman
Catholic, not just the current team
that's here today for wi nning the
Cat hol i ¢ League Chanpi onshi p, they had a
very tough win in overtine |ast night
representing the City of Philadel phia in
the Pl AA state playoffs, but overall this
is the teamthat was 17th in the entire
country. They were ranked No. 17, the
17th best teamin the entire country this
year.
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( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: And it's
arguably one of the greatest basketball
prograns in the history of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. They currently have 12
Division 1 players, 33 Catholic League
titles, five national chanpionships, five
state titles since joining the PIAA in
2010, and they could not have done it
wi t hout their coach, Coach McNesby, as
well as their AD Brian Haas.

Can we give thema round of
appl ause, pl ease.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank you

20 to the young nen of Roman Catholic, and

21 pl ease continue to represent the City of

22 Phi | adel phia wel |,

23 Anot her guest that we have here

24 today that | would Iike to recognize is

25 M. -- and this was one of our Chanpions
LEXI TAS
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3/ 16/ 23 - STATED - ACKNOW.EDGEMENTS
of the Week in the past, but when we
recogni zed hi m before, he was actual ly at
school taking care of his business.
But M. Jacob. Jacob, can you
stand? Jacob is here with his nother.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Mom  you
can stand too, nom Mom can stand with
hi m

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: W
recogni zed Jacob a little while ago
because Jacob is the first player in over
40 years to cone from a Phil adel phi a
Public League school and to earn a full
athletic scholarship to an |vy League
| nstitution.

( St andi ng ovation.)
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3/ 16/ 23 - STATED - ACKNOW.EDGEMENTS

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Jacob i s
going to be starting at Cornell this fall
and he is going to be at Cornell
representing the City of Phil adel phia,
the Public League, and the public
school s.

So, Jacob, congratul ati ons.
Thank you for making history, and
continue to be a rol e nodel.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOMAS: Thank you,
Council President. Thank you,
col | eagues. And, nost inportantly, thank
you to the young people who decided to
cone to Gty Council today to watch their
governnment in action.

Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Awesone. Thank you, Council man.

And congratul ations to you all.
Great job. W really appreci ate what
you're doing wth your |ives.
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The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Thank
you, M. President. | too want to
recogni ze the Roman Cat holic basket bal |
t eam and Coach McNesby. My connection to
t hese young nen is through ny father. M
fat her graduated from Roman Catholic in
1942. He was All-Catholic in '"41 and
42, and he's a big fan of your whole
program and Coach NcNesby and the whol e
Roman famly.

My dad is still alive and well,
and on this Mnday, Roman Catholic grad,
just like you, Wrld War Il veteran, wll
turn 99.

So congratul ati ons, Roman. (o,
pur pl e and gol d.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Awesone. Thank you. Thank you,
Counci | man.
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Real briefly, I would like to
acknow edge our friends and residents in
t he upper deck of the Cty Council
Chanber. | know you all cane down to
show your interest.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: |
just want to acknow edge you. It's kind
of hard to see you all up there. But
t hank you and wel cone. Thanks for com ng
down today. W appreciate you.

Ckay. Wth that, we will nove
to our introduction of bills and
resolutions, and | would ask M. Decker
to please read the title of the
| egi slation that's being offered today by
our nenbers.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Thonas
offers two resolutions, a privileged
resol ution honoring the life and | egacy
of Fred Shabel, for his enduring
dedi cation to the city of Phil adel phia as

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 17
3/ 16/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3/ 16/ 23 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS
coach, busi nessman, and civic | eader.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privil eged
resol uti on honoring and congratul ati ng
Chanpi ons of the Wek, Inmhotep Institute
and Roman Catholic H gh School's boys
basketbal |l teans, for their respective
victories in the Public League and
Cat hol i ¢ League chanpi onshi ps.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Jones
offers five bills and four resol utions.
On behal f of Council President d arke, an
ordi nance establ i shing parking
regul ations in the vicinity of: Canac
Street and Sedgl ey Avenue; Rising Sun
Avenue and North 13th Street; Victoria
Street and Gernmant own Avenue; North 13th
Street and Luzerne Street; and

An ordi nance establishing
parking regulations in the vicinity of:
George Street and North 4th Street;
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George Street and North 2nd Street;
Shackamaxon Street and G rard Avenue;

Ri dge Avenue and Mount Vernon Street;
American Street and Poplar Street; North
4th Street and Poplar Street; NMount
Vernon Street and North 1lth Street; and

An ordi nance establ i shi ng
parking regulations in the vicinity of:
G een Street and North 16th Street:; Munt
Vernon Street and North 15th Street;
Mount Vernon Street and North 16th
Street: Munt Vernon Street and North
19th Street; North 15th Street and
Fai rmount Avenue; North 23rd Street and
Fai r nount Avenue.

And on his own behal f,
Counci | man Jones offers an ordi nance
est abl i shing parking regul ations on both
si des of Conshohocken Avenue between
Monunent Road and Falls Road; and

An ordi nance establishing a no
truck parking regulation on both sides of
66th Street between City Avenue and
Wbodbi ne Avenue.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to committee.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Jones
al so offers a privileged resolution
authorizing the Gty Council Commttee on
Commer ce and Econom ¢ Devel opnent to hold
public hearings to exam ne the progress
and backl og of D sadvant aged Busi ness
Enterprise Certifications in the region
I n anticipation of increased capital
projects coming fromthe Cty of
Phi | adel phia, The Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a, and the School District of
Phi | adel phi a; and

A privileged resolution
honori ng Phil adel phia's Stephen Ful ton,
Jr. and Wshing himLuck in his Upcom ng
Mat ch Agai nst Naoya | noue on May 7th in
Yokohama, Japan.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol uti on Honoring and Congratul ati ng
the Students of Walter B. Saul High
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School for Earning a Gold Medal at the
2023 Phi | adel phi a Fl ower Show.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol uti on Honoring the Trail bl azing
Wnen of the 4th Council District;
Madel i ne Dunn, Alice Wight, Barbara
Jones, Bernice Hall, Geneva Bl ack, The
Honor abl e Loui se WIllians Bi shop, The
Honor abl e Carol Canpbell, Queen Mot her
Fal aka Fattah, and Ruth Bazenore, in
honor of Wonen's Hi story Month.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Johnson offers one bill and two
resolutions, entitled "An ordi nance
establ i shing parking regulations in the
vicinity of: Chadw ck Street and
Washi ngton Avenue; South 26th Street and
Bai nbri dge Street."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to commttee.
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CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution al so nam ng
South 22nd Street, between Mrket and
Chestnut, "Pat Ei ding Way."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resolution urging the
Pennsyl vani a General Assenbly to act on
Governor Shapiro's call, in his 2023
budget address, to raise the state's
m ni rum wage to $15 and to deliver a
living wage for workers in the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci | man Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you,
Council President. | just want to speak
briefly on the resolution that |
| nt roduced.

Presi dent d arke and
col | eagues, today |I'mintroducing this
resol uti on supporting Governor Josh
Shapiro's call to raise the state's
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m ni mrum wage from $7.25 an hour to $15 an
hour. It is totally Iong overdue.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: As of this
nonent, Pennsylvania is one of 20 states
nati onw de where the m ni numwage i s no
hi gher than the federal m ni num wage of
$7.25 per hour, which was set 14 years
ago in 20009.

Every state that borders
Pennsyl vania has already raised its
m ni mum wage. The m ni nrum wage i n West
Virginiais $8.25. It is $10.10 in Chio.
It's $11.75 in Delaware, $13.25 in
Maryl and, $14.13 in New Jersey, and
$14.20 in New York.

Al'l of those states - Del awnare,
Maryl and, New Jersey, and New York - have
pl ans in place to continue gradually
rai sing their mni mum wages until they
reach $15 per hour in the com ng years.

According to a report by the
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Pennsyl vani a Departnent of Labor and
| ndustry, two percent of Pennsylvani a
hourly wage workers were paid at or bel ow
the federal m nimum wage in 2022, while
nearly 13 percent were paid between $7.25
per hour and $12 per hour.
The bottomline is that nearly
one mllion people in Pennsylvani a make
| ess than $15 per hour | ast year, and
that is one mllion too many, in ny view
According to the Pennsyl vani a
Depart nent of Labor and | ndustry, nearly
hal f of Pennsyl vania m ni rum wage workers
| ast year were in the food and drink
| ndustry. People who are enployed in the
retail trade and educational services
al so make up a significant share of
m ni nrum wage wor kers in Pennsyl vani a.
Here in Phil adel phia those
wor ki ng bel ow m ni num wage are our
friends and nei ghbors.
Phi | adel phia is the poorest big
city in Arerica. It's tinme for us to
nove the needle in poverty and elimnate
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the stigma of carrying this title.
The nove by --

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thi s nove
by Governor Josh Shapiro is the right
thing to do, and | call on the General
Assenbly to approve legislation for a $15
an hour m ni num wage.

Thank you very much, Council
Presi dent.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very much, Councilman. | think
we concur.

That will be on next week's
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
O Neill offers an ordi nance anendi ng The
Phi | adel phi a Code by addi ng a new secti on
prohi biting the parking or nmaintaining of
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semtrailers and truck tractors at
resi dential properties.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to commttee.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman Bass
offers a privileged resolution honoring
Viola "Candy" Ownens for being a pillar in
the community, and for her exenplary work
t hroughout the Gty of Phil adel phia, and
out st andi ng | eadershi p anong wonen.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resolution renam ng the
2800 bl ock of North 22nd Street to
"WIllie Seward Way."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
other bills or resolutions being offered
today by the nenbers, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you very much, M. Decker.
That concl udes our introduction
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of bills and resolutions, and our next
order of business is reports from
comm ttee.

And the Chair recognizes
Councilman Squilla for a report fromthe
Comm ttee on Fi nance.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. The Conmttee on Finance
reports three bills with a favorable
reconmendat i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

M. Decker, please read the
report.

CH EF CLERK: To the President
and nenbers of the Council of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, the Conm ttee on Fi nance,
to which was referred Bill No. 230079,
entitled "An ordi nance constituting the
Twent y- Sevent h Suppl enental O di nance to
the Restated General Water and Wast ewat er
Revenue Bond Ordi nance of 1989, as
suppl enent ed; aut hori zi ng the Bond
Commttee to issue and sell one or nore
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series or subseries of tax-exenpt or
t axabl e water and wast ewater revenue
bonds and revenue refundi ng bonds;
aut hori zing agreenents to provide credit
enhancenent or paynent or liquidity
sources (or any conbi nation of the
foregoing) for such Bonds; providing that
such Bonds shall bear interest at fixed
or variable rates; and determ ning the
sufficiency of pledged Project Revenues";
and

Bill No. 230104, entitled "An
ordi nance approving the anendnent of the
Fi scal Year 2023 Capital Budget providing
for expenditures for the capital purposes
of the Phil adel phia Gas Wbrks, including
t he supplying of funds in connection
therew th, and acknow edgi ng the receipt
of the Revised Forecast of Capital
Budgets for Fiscal Years 2024 through
2028"; and

Bill No. 230105, entitled "An
ordi nance aut hori zing the extension of
the program authorized by Bill No. 181043

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 28
3/ 16/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

3/ 16/ 23 - STATED - REPORTS

under whi ch advance approval is given to
t he Phil adel phia Facilities Managenent
Corporation to enter into certain
contracts and transactions ari sing
t hereunder for the purchase, storage,
di stribution, transportation and/ or
transm ssion of natural and ot her gas
supply on behalf of the Phil adel phia Gas
Wrks," respectfully reports it has
consi dered the sane and returns the
attached bills to Council with a
favorabl e recommendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

The Chair again recogni zes
Counci | man Squi | | a.

18 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank vyou,
19 M. President. | nove that the rul es of
20 Council be suspended as to pernit the
el first reading this day of Bill Nos.
22 230079, 230104, and 230105.
23 (Duly seconded.)
24 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
25 Thank you. |t has been noved and
LEXI TAS
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properly seconded that the rul es of
Counci | be suspended so as to permt
first reading this day of Bills No.
230079, 230104, 230105.

Al those in favor indicate by
sayi hg aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and these bills wll be
pl aced on our First Readi ng Cal endar
t oday.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | wman Bass for a report fromthe
Comm ttee on Parks, Recreation and
Cul tural Affairs.

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. The Conmttee on ParKks,
Recreation and Cultural Affairs reports
two bills wwth a favorabl e
recomrendat i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 30
3/ 16/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3/ 16/ 23 - STATED - REPORTS

Thank you.

M. Decker, please read that
report.

CH EF CLERK: The Comm ttee on
Par ks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs,
to which was referred Bill No. 220914,
entitled "An ordi nance renam ng and
desi gnating the property comonly
referred to as the Hillside Recreation
Center, located at 201 Fountain Street,
as the 'Lonni e Cohen Recreation Center'
in the Cty of Philadel phia"; and

Bill No. 220972, entitled "An
ordi nance anendi ng an Ordi nance (Bill No.
877), approved Septenber 16, 1994, by
amendi ng an exhibit thereto, in order to
i ncrease the limt of the anount of
funding any entity may receive in any
fiscal year fromthe Phil adel phi a
Activities Fund," respectfully reports it
has considered the sane and returns the
attached bills to Council with a
favorabl e recommendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you.

The Chair again recogni zes
Counci | woman Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that the rules of
Counci | be suspended so as to permt
first reading this day of Bills No.
220914 and 220972.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that the rul es of
Counci | be suspended so as to permt
first reading this day of Bills No.
220914 and 220972.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and these bills wll be
pl aced on our First Readi ng Cal endar
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t oday.

That concl udes our reports from
commttee, and the next order of business
s the consideration of the Cal endar.

| note that the bills just
reported fromconmmttee with a suspension
of the rules have been deened to have had
their first reading. They wll be pl aced
on our Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endar at our next session of Council.

As there are no additional
bills on our First Reading Cal endar, the
Chair recogni zes Counci |l man Jones for the
pur pose of calling up bills on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endar.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. The following bills and
resol utions are being brought up from
Second Readi ng and Final Passage
Cal endars today: Nos. 230193, 230194,
230199, and 220517-AA. Al other bills
are being, and resolutions, are being
hel d.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you so nuch, Council man.

Bef ore we consi der the
resolutions and bills, we will have our
public comment session. Your public
coment session will go as follows:

Your comrent nust concern
matters on the Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endar for possible action in
t oday' s sessi on.

Al l speakers must sign up in
order to testify. If you have not
al ready done so, you may sign up at the
t abl e outside of the Council Chanbers
with the Sergeant-At-Arns.

Once you have signed up, you
will be called in the order in which your

18 name appears on the sign-up sheet. Today

19 it looks Iike we have decent

20 circunmstances. You will have three

21 mnutes to testify. So please adjust

22 your testinmony to reflect a two-m nute

23 [sic] tinme limt.

24 When your nane is called, you

25 will go to the podiumin the m ddle of
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the Council Chanbers. There's a device
on that podium Wen the |ight turns
green on the podium it wll be your tine
to speak. Wien the |ight turns yell ow,
you w || have 30 seconds to concl ude your
remarks. And when the |ight turns red,
we' d ask that you pl ease adhere to our
gui deli nes and concl ude your renarKks.

We appreciate your antici pated
cooperation with the guidelines
surroundi ng the public coment.

| nust say for the record in
the event that there is repetitious
comment on the sane subject matter, we do
have the right within the guidelines of
our rules tolimt that repetitious
comment. It doesn't appear to be the
case today.

So with that being said,

M. Decker, wll you please call the
first nanme on the I|ist.

And as always, we really
appreci ate your wllingness to cone down
to participate in your governnent in
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action. Thank you so nuch.

CH EF CLERK: The first speaker
today, M. President, is Abdul Mihanmmad.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

M. Mihanmmad, Abdul Mihanmad?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Mbve
on to the next nane.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Kate Parker, commenting on 230194.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
norni ng. Pl ease proceed.

M5. PARKER My nane is Kate
Par ker. Thank you, and thank you,

Council President and nmenbers of Cty
Council, for the opportunity to be here
today to comment on Resol ution 230194.

My nane is Kate Parker. 1've
had the great pleasure of working with
and know ng sone of you. | work at the
Def ender Associ ati on of Phil adel phia and
| serve as the Policy Director there.

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 36
3/ 16/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3/ 16/ 23 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
It's a very real privilege to work at an
organi zation that actually pre-dates the
passage of @G deon.

Qur office has been
representing indigent people charged with
crimes two years prior to the federal
case in 1938 that established the right
to counsel in federal cases. And so it's
with that |Iong | egacy and history that
|'' m here today on behal f of our Chi ef
Def ender, Kei sha Hudson, who offers both
her regrets that she can't be here, she's
at anot her G deon event representing our
of fice, and so she asked ne to cone here
today to both thank you for your generous
recognition of the value of our work and
your ongoing recognition of the role we
play in the legal systemand in
protecting sone of the nost fundanental
rights of denocracy for the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

We al so thank you for your
financial investnent in our office. The
right to counsel is neaningless if
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counsel cannot adequately represent the
peopl e who are standing in front and
charged with crines every day.

More inportantly, we al so thank
you for the opportunity for neani ngful
partnership with this body, for inviting
us to join in task forces, to seek our
i nput in interventions that address sone
of the root causes of community crine and
violence, and in allowng us to really
support the work that sonme of you are
doi ng that has national inplications, the
| ocal policy work that has ram fications
across the nation and hel ps i nprove the
quality of justice for all
Phi | adel phi ans.

It's hard to i magi ne a world
wi thout G deon. It's hard to inagine
t hat anybody woul d be asked to navigate
the crimnal justice systemw thout a
prof essional attorney appointed to
represent them and we thank you for
recogni zing the inportant and fundanent al
role that we play.
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Qobvi ously an adequat e def ense
s not a |uxury, particularly now,
particularly when the stakes are so very
high for so many people, and the
col | ateral consequences of the conviction
have ripple effects for generati ons and
| npact not just individuals, not just
their famlies but entire bl ocks and
nei ghbor hoods t hroughout this city.

There was no guarantee, this
was not like a historical inevitability,
right? Wat's inportant to renenber
about G deon is like within the [ast five
years, it's already been chall enged by
two seated Suprenme Court justices. There
was no historical inevitability.

And so thank you for your tine.
Into every era there's an opportunity to
| nprove the |aw for the betternent of
manki nd, and we're proud to share this
day with our hubs.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.
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( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
s M ke Morak.

(Wtness approached podium)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

MR MORAK: Good norni ng,
everybody. | have the honor of speaking
to you about the acconplishnents of M ss
Candy. You guys call her Viola Omens. |
call her Mss Candy out here. | really
appreci ate you guys just taking the tine
to honor a wonderful woman that has neant
alot tonme inny |ifespan.

Her work has made a significant
i npact on the Cty of Phil adel phia, and
|"'mthrilled to share a few of her
achi evenents.

She enbodies what it nmeans to
t ake care of your community and
nei ghbor hood and the countl ess hours
maki ng an i npact when no one is | ooking.
After founding the Daniel Eric Runph II
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Foundation in 2005, she's been a pillar
i n the nei ghborhood being a "go to"
person, focusing on heartstrings for
young athletes, providing AEDs for | ocal
organi zati ons and sports teans, clothing
and feedi ng thousands annuallvy,
transporting those in need to doctor's
appoi ntnents, to feed them to pick up
food, making sure that she's a community
organi zer as well as a community i npact
| eader.

And one of the best
descriptions that | can give her is a
nei ghbor hood nom you know, sonebody t hat
anybody can call for anything that they
need.

As you guys know on City
Council, this can be a frustrating
process for many people in Philadel phia
that don't understand the inner worKkings.
You know, she's one of those people that
wal ks down here, waits in |ine, and makes
sure that things get done for people that
get frustrated with the process and don't
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understand how Cty Council may work or
the Gty of Phil adel phia worKks.

So as | like to call her as a
second nomto ne, who i s sonebody that
|' ve known for 25-plus years, you know,
she's an incredi ble woman and she
exenplifies everything that a
Phi | adel phian really is. So a nomto
many, and she's also a nmajor resource to
the City.

Thank you, Council person Bass,
and also Cty Council just for
recogni zi ng her today, you know,
acknow edgi ng all of her work that she
has done in the shadows. You know, it's
an honor for ne to stand here and support
her and hel pi ng her save the next bright
star.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony. W
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appreciate it.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
i s Lynn Landes, commenting on 210913.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. LANDES: Good norning. |I'm
Lynn Landes of Protocol sforDenocracy. org.

In a functioni ng denocracy, the
public nmust be allowed to speak on and
hear all sides of any debate. This is
not the case in the United States and
particularly not in Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Excuse ne. Ms. Landes, are you talking
about the Land Bank bill?

MS. LANDES. No. Are you
stoppi ng ne from speaki ng?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: You
| ndi cated that you're going to tal k about
the Land Bank bill.

M5. LANDES:. Yes, but I'm
tal ki ng about this as well.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Ms. Landes, | know we go through this
drill every week where you cone up and
just purposely don't adhere to the
gui del i nes.

M5. LANDES. Yes, and what |
said is --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: So
can you do us a favor, at |east start out
tal ki ng about what you indicated you're
going to tal k about.

MS. LANDES: Yes. | support
C ndy Bass's bill to sue the Mayor's
O fice for not enforcing the | aw you

passed.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Ckay.

MS. LANDES:. Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

M5. LANDES: Ckay. VWhat we
have in Philadel phia and in this country
in general is a system c censorship where
free speech is being actively suppressed,
I f not outright banned by nmuch of the
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news nedia, social nedia platforns, and
cabl e conpanies, which is why the Cty
shoul d install online comment sections
for the hone pages of the Mayor's O fi ce,
Cty departnents, Cty Council, and
Council commttees. Those who conment
should be required to post their nane,
address, and contact information, which
woul d all ow others to contact them but
al so di scourage bots and trolls.

In a simlar manner, the Gty
should al so erect freely accessible
public comment bulletin boards in
nei ghbor hoods across the Gty in order to
encourage free speech and di scussi on.

| n conpliance with the spirit
and intent of the Pennsyl vani a Sunshi ne
Act, all Gty Council commttees and City
departnents should be required to hold
regul arly schedul ed neetings, and City
of ficials should stop advising speakers
to restrict their comments to agenda
itens only.

In addition, those who make
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public comments shoul d expect response.
After all, the First Amendnent guarantees
the citizen's right, quote, to petition
t he governnent for a redress of
gri evances, unquot e.

However, too often there is no
redress nor any response at all fromGty
departnments or City Council nenbers. In
fact, at Gty Council neetings, speakers
are not even asked to give any cont act
i nformati on when they sign up to speak,
whi ch gives Gty Council nenbers no way to
follow up with the speakers.

Lastly, City Council appears to
have plenty of tine to celebrate
| ndi vi dual s, groups, and events, which is
good, but not enough tine to address the
seri ous concerns of the public, which is
not good. W can do better.

Phi | adel phia is the birthplace
of the Bill of R ghts and should |ead the
way in the pronotion of neani ngful and
effective free speech for the nation and
t he worl d.
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Thank you.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Ogbonna Hagi ns, comenting on 210913.
(Wtness approached podi um)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: (ood
nor ni ng.
MR HAG NS:. Geat norning,
Counci |l and everyone who is here today.
My nane is Ogbonna Hagins, HA-GI-NS.
You want to hire | egal counsel
to file a lawsuit to require the

18 Adm nistration to inplenent and enforce
19 Bill No. 220425. This bill provides
20 heal t hy out door spaces to pronote a
el heal t hy environnment that protects the
22 public fromrisk of toxic herbicides by
23 prohi biting these poi sons from bei ng used
24 on City-owned and public grounds.
25 As you know, |'m known as

LEXI TAS

215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 47
3/ 16/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3/ 16/ 23 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
Philly G een Man. |'m an environnent al
advocate, and | definitely amin
agreenent with not having toxic
her bi cides in public spaces, but at the
sane tinme that | agree with this bill,
thi s body has an indoor environnental
| ssue that is affecting our children in
t he School District of Phil adel phia.

In May of 2022, this body
approved additional regulations and
procedures for inspecting asbestos in old
school buil dings where there's an
oversight. GCkay? The body requires nore
i nspection. And on March 13th of this
year, this Council said that you wll
deny funding if the School District
doesn't have a concrete plan to deal with
t hi s asbestos issue.

Thi s asbestos issue has been a
probl em f or decades and decades. Even
when | was a teacher at Dobbins starting
in 1989, there was an asbestos problem
What has this body done since then? Wy
IS there these regul ati ons and these
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| ssues today when you knew about these
| ssues for decades?

So what |'msaying is basically
we got to look out for our kids, and
right nowit doesn't seemlike we're
| ooki ng out for our children in the
School District of Philadel phia.

Yes, the environnent has to be
taken care of immediately, but don't
forget that our children are not |earning
at a proficient level. Six out of ten
chil dren who graduate from public schools
cannot read, wite, or do math. This
body has to do sonet hing about that.

This body has to I ead on the issue.
Because guess what? The crinme and the
violence is as a result of education and
a deficiency of education.

So at the sanme tine that you
guys are tal king about decreasing crinme
and having all of these problens wth
vi ol ence, what are you doi ng about the
education of our children? Wat's being
done?
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It's no urgency. | see people
on their cell phones while |I'mtalking.
It's Iike what's the deal ?

( Appl ause.)

MR. HAG NS: How -- |ook, |et
me tell you sonething. Wen |I'mup here
speaki ng - -

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Sir,
you got to wap it up.

MR HAGNS: -- |'mspeaking on
behal f of the people. It's not just ne.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: |
under st and.

MR. HAGA NS. The people tell ne
t hese i ssues.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: |
under stand, but | need you to --

MR HAGNS. So let's get it
t oget her, Council, and | ook forward to
you doi ng sonet hi ng about it.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.
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MR HAG NS. Have a great day.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
i s Marvin Robi nson, commenting on 221015.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

MR. ROBI NSON: First of all,
good norning. M nane is Marvin
Robi nson. (Good norni ng, President
C arke --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

MR. ROBINSON: -- and City
Council. | haven't been here in a while,
so it kind of feels good to sit up here
and testify on a bill that I'ma little
concerned about.

When that bill says about
devel opers getting tax exenpt, | would
|ike to see nore where it go, what they
going to do with the noney, is it going
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to help the community. Because the way |
see it and I know for a fact when
devel opers cone to ny nei ghbor hood, they
devel op, but our community don't gets
nothing out of it. They really don't.
They barely gets jobs. They barely get
hones.

So if we're going to make sure
devel opers -- because they the one nakes
all the noney in our community, and then
when they make the noney, they | eave our
community, and then we stuck with what?

So ny concern there is, it's
not so nmuch giving devel opers a way out,
what about the people that needs the way
in? And that's ny concern. And | would
|ike to see this bill get nore -- added
nore service for the people nore than
service for corporate that's
mllionaires. Because | know for a fact
when it conmes to zoning and stuff in your
community, the Council people has to zone
it, and a lot of y'all got paid off from
t hese devel opers and the community got
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not hi ng.

And | know y'all don't Iike
what |'msaying, but if the truth is the
| ight, then the light going to cone to
the truth. And | have no problemsitting
here telling the world the truth what
goes in ny comunity, and I know for a
fact, because | go to the zonings.

So if we're going to do
sonet hi ng, stop giving devel opers and
give to us, the neighbors, the people
t hat pay they taxes.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

MR ROBINSON. So y'all | ook at
this bill, because |I'"mgoing to be on
this, and start adding nore for the
peopl e and not for the devel opers.

So that's all | have to say,
and | think that's a really valid
concern. Between education and housi ng,
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that's why our community has a bunch of
guns in our comunity, because y'all
| etting these devel opers taking our life
fromus because we can't live right. W
can't live in the hones that they're
bui | di ng, because it's too damm nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

MR. ROBI NSON: Costs too nuch.

So, please, start -- if you're
going to give a tax exenpt, give it to
t he people, we, the people. Thank you.

| don't need like -- tell nme to
sit down. Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

Counci |l man Thomas, did you --
you' re good? Ckay.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
Is Gail C ouden, comenting on 221015.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M. GAIL CLOUDEN. | am --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.
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M5. GAI L CLOUDEN: | am Mama
Gail. The nane that ny nom gave ne is
Gail. It was Stewart. It's now C ouden

for 47 years.

| ' m here because | got a call.
For those of you that know ne knows t hat
| advocate and have been advocating for
children in the Phil adel phia School
District for over 30 years. And | got a
call a couple of days ago about this
bill.

Alot of tines | have to step
back because so nuch is going on and |
have to stay focused, but this caught ny
attention and | had to stop, and |I didn't
really understand it. | still haven't
had tinme to really digest it, |et alone
read it. And so one of the things that

20 was asked of me was to ask that this bill

21 be held or withdrawn due to inadequate

22 public coment.

23 |"mthinking -- I'mnot sure

24 how many peopl e in Phil adel phia know

25 about this bill or what it means to our
LEXI TAS
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community, but | can tell you from
sitting at the School District for many,
many years, and |I'll just use the |ast
10, 11 years, as | have sat, as |'ve
stood letting people know how | feel, ny
bi ggest concern is the abatenents that
are given to corporate Anerica and no
oversight. W is watching how t he noney
I s being spent?

|"mgoing to give just one
exanpl e. Having been around a long tine
and having been -- ['mmarried to a nman
t hat was an engi neer, a nman that al npost
died as the result of carbon nonoxide
poi soning in a school in Philadel phia not
that | ong ago. So standing here, I'm
just going to use the exanple of
asbest os.

| have to use that exanple
because |'ve tal ked to several nen that
were buil ding engineers and they tal ked
to ne and ny husband about how nuch
asbestos was renoved fromthe School
District buildings many years ago, and
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the joke is did it grow back? That's the
joke. Didit grow back?

Who renpoved it when people were
being paid to renove it? Wo had the
oversight responsibility to know that it
was renoved? How do we have so nuch
asbestos? |'mjust using that as an
exanpl e.

So when | hear about rebates, |
think in ternms of the schools and the
peopl e that have gotten all kinds of
contracts and they get abatenents. Many
peopl e have gotten abatenents on the back
of our children.

And |'mjust going to sit down
after sayi ng enough is enough. Qur
chil dren deserve everything they're
supposed to get, and |' msaying to you
| awmakers, you people who sit here, you
knew peopl e who are just getting these
positions, find out what's really going
on. Stop this voting, as | watched them
do at the School District, voting and
voting and voting, w thout know ng what
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they're voting on or for.
God bl ess you. Peace and | ove.
Don't forget, enough is enough.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. For the record, the bill wll
be held today. It was not on the
schedule to be voted on today. So if
there needs to be any additional
foll owup fromany individual who has an
| nterest, you obviously can reach out and
talk to us about the specifics, but thank
you.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Leah C ouden, commenting on 221015.
(Wtness approached podi um)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.
M5. LEAH CLOUDEN. Good

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 58
3/ 16/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3/ 16/ 23 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

norning. M nane is Leah C ouden. H.
| ' m speaki ng on the sane bill that ny
not her was speaki ng on.

To ne, these abatenents are
i nsane. You have overtaxed the actual
residents nore than half -- nore than
doubl e. You have nore than doubled the
property tax because of the abatenents
t hat you gi ve everybody el se, and you're
al ways using the children. It's always
in the nanme of a child.

Qur School District is
ei ght percent away fromtotal failure.
That neans 92 percent of the schools are
at an F academcally. | don't care how
much noney you think you' re throw ng at
them they're still not inproving. This
i s absurd. And to tax the peopl e when
t hese people -- when you have
universities that are spreading |ike
w ldfire, you have apartnents goi ng up
and all they offer is a couple of units,
how many houses do we need for affordable
housi ng? How many peopl e need affordabl e

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 59
3/ 16/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3/ 16/ 23 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
housi ng? Because when do you stop? Wen
do you stop taking for the people that
have the | east?

You have to stop these
abatenents. This is too taxing on the
residents, and if you continue to do
that, that neans you don't want any nore
residents in Phil adel phi a.

That's it. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony.
CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
i s Jon McKay, commenting on 221015.
(Wtness approached podi um)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.
MR. McKAY: Good norni ng.
Congratul ations. Thank you for your
service, M. President. Gve hima round
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of appl ause.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, sir.

MR McKAY. M nane is Jon
McKay. As it relates to this bill and
the abatenent, |I'"'mhere to Il et you know
that, you know, for a long tine, the Cty
of Philadel phia and its majority hasn't
been organi zed when it cones to voting,
and I'mhere to |l et you know that that
ti me has changed.

Moving forward, we're going to
give the break to the people, because
we're down on the ground organi zing. No,
it's not on Fox. [It's not on the news.
You understand, it's not getting
br oadcast, because we already know t hat
story.

But | want to let you know I'm
gl ad everything is being held up and, you
know, it's a pleasure to be down here
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with you guys, because what we're going
to do noving forward is, we're going to
sit down and we're going to plan this
city together and we're going to nove it
toget her. You understand what |'m
t al ki ng about ?

The peopl e who haven't been
down here and chimng in because we |ive
in this systemthat was created and a
hi story al ready know why our people are
scranbling trying to nake it through day
to day. You understand? And we're not
just tal king about the people at the
bottom W' re tal ki ng about everybody,

t he whol e m ddl e cl ass.

We al ready know the country,
the Gty is broken down into two cl asses,
the two percent and the 98 percent, and
|"'mtelling you that the 98 percent been
organi zing. W got it together.

So | hope you guys take these
coments, because a | ot of peopl e been
com ng down here venting and giving you
comments, but | want to |l et you know t hat
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we got plans and we're going to conme down
here and we're going to bring our plans,
and the people that we pay are going to
back our plans or they're going to plan
to find a new job.

Have a bl essed day, in Jesus'
nane.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony. W
appreciate it.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Jacquel i ne Wggins, commenting on
221015.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. WGAE NS: Good norni ng.
Good norning, everyone. M nanme is
Jacqueline Wggins and | am a resi dent
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taxpayer in the Gty of Philadel phia and
I"mtalking in ternms of Bill 221015.

| would just |ike a point of
clarification, Council President. Are

you saying this bill is being wthdrawn
or hel d?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: No.
The bill is being held today.

M5. WGENS: [t's being held?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Yes.

M5. WGENS: Ckay. So |I'm
opposed to this bill to incentivize
af f or dabl e housi ng devel opnent, et
cetera. This bill nust be held. All
right?

To gi ve devel opers the
opportunity to construct affordable
housi ng nay make sense, but at what cost
to the people with respect to the narket
rate percentage and that affordable
housi ng percent age?

But a greater inportance is
when and how did this cone about w thout
genui ne community, cityw de, ward by
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war d, division by division, block by
bl ock, community input by the people?
How can t hat happen?

Well, it can happen in terns of
peopl e knowi ng about these bills if there
is the will, and we have to have the wl|
to do as what has been said before ne.

The peopl e's voices nust be
heard regardi ng these tax exenptions that
are stealing things fromthe services
t hat our people need, and that's it
t hroughout this entire city. CQur
school s, our services, all of that, we
need those funds. Those tax exenptions
must change.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Steven Austi n,
comenting on 230194.
(Wtness approached podi um)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nmor ni ng.

MR AUSTIN. Good norni ng,
Counci | President and Counci | nenbers.
Thank you all for having ne here today.
My nane is Steven Austin and I'm
commenting on 230194, participatory
defense. And |'mnot sure that all of
you are aware of it. | hope that you
are. W've been in the Cty now for five
years, and we're grateful that you have
given us this recognition, along wth our
partners, the Public Defenders
Associ ati on.

W will continue to do the type
of work that we have been doing in
organi zi ng our comunities and getting
our conmunities to have a better
under standi ng of the law and their
processes, and we will continue to do
t hat .

And | wanted to thank you for
having us here. There's still a lot of
work to be done. W understand the
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el ections that are com ng up regardi ng
judges, and we're also deeply involved in
that, and we'd like to get that
I nformati on out there so that fol ks w |
understand what it is that they're voting
for.

| understand that there were a
| ot of comments today that were of
i nterest to ne regarding voting, and |
think that voting is very inportant, but
we al so think that you have to have
i nformation. And we're grateful that
you' ve given this recognition through
this resolution, along with our friends
and partners at the Public Defenders
Associ ation, and | thank you for having
nme here to say these few words.

W will continue to be visible
in the Gty. W have seven hubs in the
Cty now, and as | said, this is our
fifth year anniversary. W | ook forward
to continuing to work with you and our
partners throughout the City and trying
to educate fol ks on the crimnal |egal
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system and to have them under st and
exactly what they're facing.

The systemthat we have is so
big, it's so huge, and it has so nuch
wei ght on fol ks who cone before them
Peopl e who are charged with a crinme or
find thensel ves up agai nst our system
period, are overwhel med. And nost of the
people we talk to are poor. They can't
afford attorneys. They can't help
t hensel ves. They don't know what's next.
They don't know what they're going to do.
And so what we try to do is bridge that
gap and give themthat assistance.
Sonetinmes the attorneys won't even talk
to them

So there's a | ot of stress and
anxi ety and frustration over facing the
system that we have, and we hope to be
able to continue to have sone infl uence
in this area and hel p peopl e understand
what their rights are and what they're
faci ng.

Thank you for having ne.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank everybody t hat
cane down today, because all of these
things are rel ated, whether you talk
about the ability to redirect tax
abatenents so that people can live,
whet her you tal k about the ability to
produce nore affordabl e housing so that
we don't have the disparities between the
two percent and the 98 percent.

So we are -- and |I' m speaki ng
for nyself, but ny colleagues that | get
to talk to -- listening, and what that
does is puts the wind to our backs so
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that we can push forward to talk to this
Adm ni stration, the state, and the
federal governnent to give our residents
what t hey need.

| rise today, though, to talk
about the Defenders Association and
partici patory defense, a subconponent of
what we face.

| thank the Defenders
Associ ation for being a part of the 100
Shooter Review that took a deep dive to
| ook at why people are pulling triggers
and how did the gun get to the | ocation
and if that person does this nore than
one tinme, where did we fail themto help
themto a better way.

What we di scovered at the
Def enders Associ ation, and we're taking a
trip over there, is that sone of these
i ndi vidual s as adults that they defend,
we saw, we saw before in schools, we saw
before in custody battles, we saw before
when they at the Defenders Association
had to represent these kids as their
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advocates and they raised their hand and
said, I'min trouble, I"'min distress, |
need your help, and many tinmes systens
and departnents ignored them And so
t hey go al ong through the conti nuum of
their life finding these struggles,
doubl e bookbags, not being in safe
envi ronnments in school and wwnd up "wl|
t he def endant pl ease rise."

And what I'mtelling you when
you go over there, one of the statistics
that is so shocking is that 30 percent of
the folk on the children's end w nd up
bei ng the defendants at the adult end.
That's nunber one.

Nunber two, when it cones to
partici patory defense, | don't care who
you are. | don't care how tough you
t hi nk you are. \When you wal k into that
courtroom you are intimdated. You
don't know the | anguage. You don't know
the process. You are sitting there kind
of at the nercy of the system And what
they do is in that participatory defense,
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Speight is one of those individuals that
teaches, it teaches them how to defend
t hensel ves, how to stand up in the
courtroom and present their case. Not so
much in the |l egal |anguage, but |'m not
this bad person. This is what | do with
nmy kids. This is what | do at ny job.
This is what | do in ny community, so
that that judge has a total picture of
who that person is and they don't j ust
wind up in a neat grinder, in a vortex
that sends them every which way but
ri ght.

So this is an inportant part of
justice. So today we recogni ze the
Def enders today. W recognize

18 partici patory defense, because it's an
19 essential part of justice.
20 Thank you, M. President.
21 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
22 Thank you.
23 .- -
24 ( Appl ause.)
25 - - -
LEXI TAS
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci | man.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  1've been
|istening attentively to the comments
fromour residents, and | just sinply
wanted to say that there's a reason why
we are deliberating on 221015, i ncluding
nyself, is because for ne, we don't in
this body -- and we're collectively
working with all of our nenbers. W work
together to nake sure the decisions we
make are in the best interest of all of
our residents in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, and all the tine and one of
the things as a new nenber of Council |
al ways think about, as | |istened to the
young | ady and sone of our elders who
spoke today, | was thankful for that,
because it rem nds ne of why you're here,
why we're here, and to nmake sure that
what ever decision that we do is truly in
the interest of our public.
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And so | just wanted to say
t hank you all for your comments and
continuing to hold us accountable so that
we can nake the best quality of life for
the Gty of Philadelphia and all of its
resi dents.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you, Council man.

M. Decker, do you have an
addi ti onal nanme?

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her speakers, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Do
not? Ckay. Thank you.

That concl udes our public
comment for today. W will now nove to
our Cal endar.

M. Decker, can you please read
the title of 230193.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
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aut hori zing the Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 911, 913, 915, 919, 921, 923,
925 West Auburn Street located in the 5th
Council manic District.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Jones for a notion.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: On your
behal f, M. President, | nove for the
adopt i on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

M. Decker, 230194.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
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decl aring March 18, 2023 "Public Defender
and Participatory Defense Day" in the
Cty of Phil adel phia to honor the
dedi cated work that the Defender
Associ ati on of Phil adel phia and
Partici patory Defense Hubs do for
Phi | adel phi ans.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you again, M. President. | nove for the
adopti on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and the notion carri es.

M. Decker, 230199.
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CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
aut hori zing the Comm ssi oner of Public
Property to execute and deliver to the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent Authority
deeds conveying fee sinple title to 3903
Wal | ace Street in the Third Council manic
District of the City of Philadel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci |l woman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Council President. | nove for the
adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.
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M. Decker, please read the
title of Bill No. 220517- AA

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zing the installation, ownership,
and mai nt enance of various encroachnents
in the vicinity of 1 Convention Avenue.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
bill having been read on two different
days, the question nowis shall the bill
pass finally.

M. Decker, call the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman

Bass.
COUNCI LWOMAN BASS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Driscoll.
COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Aye.
CH EF CLERK:  Counci | wonman

G | nore Ri chardson.
COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
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Harrity.

Johnson.

Lozada.

O Neill.

Phillips.

Squi |l | a.

Thomas.

Vaughn.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman

COUNCI LWOVMAN LOZADA: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l woman
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COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Council President
d arke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Aye.

The ayes are 14; the nays are
zero. A mpjority of nenbers present
voting in the affirmative, the bill
passes.

M. Decker, any additional
resol uti ons?

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
honoring the life and | egacy of Fred
Shabel , for his enduring dedication to
the city of Philadel phia as a coach,
busi nessman, and civic | eader, i ntroduced
t oday by Council man Thomas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOMAS: Thank you,
Council President. | nove for the
adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.
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2 Al in favor indicate by saying
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aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The

ayes have it. The resolution is adopted.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honori ng and congratul ati ng Chanpi ons of
t he Week, Inmhotep Institute and Ronman
Catholic H gh School's boys basket bal |
teans, for their respective victories in
t he Public League and Catholic League
chanpi onshi ps, introduced today by
Counci | man Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The

Chair agai n recogni zes Counci |l man Thomas.

COUNCI LMAN THOMAS: Thank you,
Council President. Public League
chanpi onshi p, not Catholic League. W
apol ogi ze for the m stake.

| nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 81
3/ 16/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3/ 16/ 23 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
authorizing the Gty Council Commttee on
Commerce and Econoni ¢ Devel opnent to hold
public hearings to exam ne the progress
and backl og of Di sadvant aged Busi ness
Enterprise Certifications in the region
i n anticipation of increased capital
projects comng fromthe Gty of
Phi | adel phia, The Commobnweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a, and the School D strict of
Phi | adel phi a, introduced today by
Counci | man Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
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Chair recogni zes -- you said Jones?

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Jones,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. | nove for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honori ng Phil adel phia's Stephen Ful ton,
Jr. and Wshing himLuck in his Upcom ng
Mat ch Agai nst Naoya | noue on May 7th in
Yokohama, Japan, introduced today by
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Counci | man Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair again recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Just
briefly, M. President, he will be
representing the United States over there
I n that chanpionship. ESPN is com ng,
Coach Thomas, to wish himwell. He wll
be at the back of the Council, and we
wanted to get a pair of gloves, sign
them Hopefully he takes it into
training so he can knock this guy out.

| nove for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
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adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
Honoring and Congratul ating the Students
of Walter B. Saul H gh School for Earning
a Gold Medal at the 2023 Phil adel phi a
Fl ower Show, introduced today by
Counci | man Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | flowerly
nove for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The resolution is adopted.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
Honoring the Trail bl azi ng Wonen of the
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4th Council District; Mdeline Dunn,
Alice Wight, Barbara Jones, Bernice
Hal |, Geneva Bl ack, The Honorabl e Loui se
WIlians Bi shop, The Honorabl e Carol
Canpbel I, Queen Mot her Fal aka Fattah, and
Rut h Bazenore, in honor of Wnen's
Hi story Month, introduced today by
Counci | man Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Counci |l man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. | nove for that adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.
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CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honoring Viola "Candy" Omens for being a
pillar in the comunity, and for her
exenpl ary work throughout the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a, and out standi ng | eadership
anong wonen, introduced today by
Counci | wonman Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci |l man Thonmas at
this nonent.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Real qui ck,
| apologize. | first want to thank ny
upt own col | eague Counci | menber Bass for
i nt roduci ng the resol ution.

| love Mss Candy. M ss Candy
hel ped, like Mke said in his coments,
she helped raise a ot of us in the
nei ghbor hood, and | just appreciate all
she does and the Danny Runph Foundati on
does.

W talk often a | ot about the
wor kK t hat happens where we never know the
nunber of lives we'll save, and the
amount of free physicals that the Danny
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Runph Foundati on has gi ven young peopl e
where they al so do heart screenings,
ri ght, because when you are an athlete
and you go to get a physical, a |ot of
ti mes what people don't recognize is they
don't check your heart. And if anybody
knows the story of Danny Runph and a few
ot her athletes who had unfortunate
situations take place based on heart
conditions, this work is i nmeasurabl e.
So thank you, Council menber
Bass, for introducing this resol ution.
Thank you, Mama Candy. We
appreci ate you. W |ove you.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci | man.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci | wonman Bass.

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President, and thank you to ny
col | eague Counci |l man Thomas for his
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recognition of Candy Ownens.

Bef ore we pass the resol ution,
|'"d like to speak to this resolution
regarding Ms. Onens, if she could just
stand so that everybody can recogni ze who
she is.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS:  And | j ust
wanted to say, you know, this is soneone
who' s been serving not just the Northwest
but the entire Gty of Philadelphia for a
very long tine. She took what was a
personal tragedy, which was the | oss of
her son, Danny Runph, on the basket ball
court because there was no defibrillator
avail able at the rec center in which he
was playi ng, and through the years,

Ms. Candy Omens has said, no nore. She
went out, raised noney, nade sure that
every place that needed a defibrillator
got a defibrillator.

This is sonething that is
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ongoi ng work for her, and we'll never
know how many lives that she has
| npact ed, how many people she has really
saved, and this is one of our unsung
sher oes.

During this Wonen's History
Month, we really wanted to recogni ze you
and say thank you. And it's not just --

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: -- the work
on defibrillators. She does a whole |ot
nore. She gives away cl othes, food. |
mean, just -- you know, she's a wealth of
resources. She takes over the entire
Vernon Park once, twce a year and just,
you know, does her thing and does these
enor nous gi veaways.

And so we want to say thank you
so much for really dedicating yourself to
the community, for doing so nuch for so
many who m ght not know you, m ght not
know your nanme, and you do it, as they
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say, fromthe nuscle. You do it -- you
know, you just neke it happen. And so we
have a great appreciation for you.

And with this, M. President,
| "' m honored to call for the adoption of
this resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al'l in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her resol utions on the Final Passage
Cal endar, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you very much, M. Decker.

Do we have any speeches on
behal f of the mnority?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Ckay. Do we have any speeches on behal f
of the majority?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Wow.
Ckay. Ww. Ckay. Let ne hurry up.
Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Squilla for a notion to adjourn.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ww. It's
goi ng to snow.

Thank you, Council President.
| nove that Council stand adjourned until
Thur sday, March 23rd, 2023 at 10:00 a.m

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and seconded that Counci |
stand adj ourned until Thursday, March
23rd, 2023 at 10:00 a.m

Al in favor indicate by saying
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aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

Thank you all very much.
Agai n, be safe.

(St ated Meeting adjourned at
11: 54 a. m)
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| HEREBY CERTI FY that the
proceedi ngs, evidence and objections are
contained fully and accurately in the
st enogr aphi ¢ notes taken by ne upon the
foregoing matter, and that this is a true and
correct transcript of sane.

M CHELE L. MJURPHY
RPR- Not ary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sanme by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the
certifying reporter.)
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