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 1 (The following transpired in open

 2 court, commencing at 11:54 a.m.:)

 3 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Good

 4 morning.

 5 I note that the hour has come and

 6 that a quorum of this Council is present.

 7 Council will come to order.  Members will

 8 take their seats; and visitors will retire to

 9 the seats outside the rails.

10 To give our invocation this

11 morning, the Chair recognizes Pastor Terry M.

12 Davis of Christ Community Church of

13 Philadelphia.  He is here today as the guest

14 of Councilwoman Brown.

15 I would ask all members and guests

16 to please rise.

17 (Members and guests complied.)

18 PASTOR DAVIS:  Let's bow our heads.  

19 Oh, Lord, we give you thanks for

20 the United States and its government.  We

21 hold up before you our president and the men

22 and women who are in positions of authority

23 all over our land.  We pray that your spirit

24 will rest upon all of them.

25 We pray today specifically for the
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 1 City of Philadelphia; we pray for our Mayor;

 2 and we pray, Lord, for the men and women of

 3 our City Council led by President Anna Verna.

 4 Thank you, Lord, for their

 5 elections and reelections to these offices.

 6 We thank you for giving to our City men and

 7 women who have hearts to serve.  They have

 8 made and continued to make personal and

 9 family sacrifices as they seek to make our

10 city a great one -- a blessed one.

11 Lord, please give them skillful and

12 Godly wisdom, filled with understanding of

13 how to lead effectively.  Give them the kind

14 of fiscal wisdom that will bring financial

15 health and help to this City's communities,

16 businesses, schools and families.  Grant them

17 favor, oh, Lord, favor and funding from state

18 and federal government that will aid in our

19 City's most recent crisis of hurricane

20 damage.

21 We come to you, Lord, today

22 asking -- asking for you to bring safety to

23 our City; that under the leadership of this

24 City Council we ask you to bring safety for

25 more than one and a half million lives of the

CITY COUNCIL HEARING
JOHN J. KURZ, CRR, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER



9/8/11 - STATED - INVOCATION 

     4

 1 City of Philadelphia.

 2 We are neither afraid nor are we

 3 ashamed to ask you to bring the crime rate

 4 down; that you would provide a safer city

 5 from murder, from rape, robbery and assault.

 6 We pray today that as these 17 men

 7 and women interact with each other, as they,

 8 for the sake of the poor, middle class, the

 9 upper class and businesses, as they challenge

10 and confront one another, as they

11 passionately seek for better benefits for the

12 districts that they represent, Lord, let

13 unity prevail among them.

14 May this City Council's oneness

15 achieve greatness.

16 We pray for their lives.  We pray

17 for healing of their bodies.  Please bless

18 their families and their relationships and

19 fill their lives with peace.

20 Lord, this City Council has a

21 daunting task of providing leadership for

22 this City.  But with your great might and

23 your great power, it can be achieved, for you

24 have said we can do all things through

25 Christ, who gives us strength.  So please
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 1 strengthen them.  Give strength to them and

 2 to the personnel in their offices.

 3 We pray, Lord, that all of our

 4 communities will come out and vote regardless

 5 of who their choice is.  Lord, move on their

 6 hearts to show up and to vote.

 7 Finally, Father, we thank you.  We

 8 thank you that we can come to you at any time

 9 and find help and strength, comfort and

10 encouragement, wisdom and direction, safety

11 and peace.

12 Thank you for hearing and, in

13 faith, answering -- answering our prayers as

14 we have asked all of these things, in

15 Christ's name.

16 Amen.

17 (Amen.)

18 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Amen.

19 The Chair thanks Pastor Davis for

20 his very inspiring invocations.

21 Council will be at ease.

22 (Pause.)

23 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The next

24 order of business -- the noise level is much

25 too high.
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 1 The next order of business is the

 2 approval of the Journal of the meeting of

 3 Thursday, June the 23rd, 2011.  And the Chair

 4 recognizes Councilwoman Tasco.

 5 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Thank you,

 6 Madam President.  

 7 I move that the Journal of the

 8 meeting of Thursday, June 23, 2011, be

 9 approved.

10 (Duly seconded.)

11 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has

12 been moved and properly seconded that the

13 Journal of the meeting of Thursday, June 23,

14 2011 stand approved.

15 All in favor will indicate by

16 saying "aye."

17 (Aye.)

18 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those

19 opposed?

20 (No response.)

21 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes

22 have it, and the Journal is approved.  

23 The next order of business is

24 requests for leaves of absence.  And, again,

25 the Chair recognizes Councilwoman Tasco.
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 1 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Thank you,

 2 Madam President.  On behalf of the majority,

 3 there are no requests for leave of absence

 4 today.

 5 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

 6 thanks the councilwoman.

 7 The Chair recognizes Councilman

 8 O'Neill.

 9 COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Madam

10 President, on behalf of the Republicans,

11 there are no requests for leave of absence at

12 this time.

13 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

14 thanks the gentleman.

15 The Chair will dispense with the

16 regular order of business to recognize the

17 guests and visitors joining us in chambers

18 this morning.

19 On behalf of all members of the

20 City Council, I welcome you to our Council

21 session.  We appreciate your taking the time

22 to join us as we attend to the legislative

23 affairs of our city.  We certainly invite you

24 to come again.

25 At this time the Chair recognizes
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 1 Councilwoman Blackwell.

 2 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you,

 3 Madam President.  I believe I've introduced

 4 her before, but I wanted to take the

 5 opportunity to present my best friend.  She's

 6 Vice Chair to the Mayor's Commission on

 7 African and Caribbean Immigrant Affairs.  She

 8 started a school.  We went to college

 9 together.  She decided to make her

10 contribution on the continent that she has

11 seven international schools in Nigeria with

12 some -- how many kids now?  How many?

13 (One thousand eight hundred.)

14 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  With 1,800

15 students.  And she is here today with us.

16 And we are happy.  But she'll be going back

17 to her school obviously.  And we're happy to

18 present Ms. Dolores L. Mohamed.

19 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Would you

20 stand?  We would like to recognize you.

21 Welcome.

22 (Applause.)

23 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  There are

24 no presentations for today's Council session.

25 Therefore, the next order of
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 1 business is communications.

 2 The Chair requests that the

 3 Sergeant-at-Arms deliver the messages from

 4 the Mayor to the Chief Clerk.

 5 The Chief Clerk will please read

 6 the messages from the Mayor.

 7 CHIEF CLERK:  "To the President and

 8 members of the Council of the City of

 9 Philadelphia, pursuant to Sections 46042307,

10 Home Rule Charter, I am today transmitting to

11 the Council a recommendation of the City

12 Planning Commission regarding Bill No.

13 110535, and a letter reflecting the

14 Commission's approval of proposed amendments

15 to the Drexel University IDD master plan, and

16 a letter reflecting the Commission's approval

17 of proposed amendments to the Waterfront

18 Redevelopment District Master Plan for 7101

19 Milnor Street.

20 "And I am pleased to advise you

21 that on June 24, July 19, and August 9, 2011,

22 I signed all the bills that were passed by

23 Council in their session on June 23, 2011;

24 and that on June 24, July 5, July 19 and

25 September 2, 2011, I signed the remaining
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 1 bills that were passed by Council at its

 2 session on June 16, 2011, except Bill Nos.

 3 080474-AA and 110443, which I am returning as

 4 disapproved; Bill No. 110306, which I am

 5 returning without my signature; and Bill No.

 6 110441 which is being recalled.

 7 "And I am transmitting herewith the

 8 introduction and consideration of your

 9 Honorable Body an Ordinance amending Section

10 2 of an Ordinance, Bill No. 090442, approved

11 June 26, 2009, by extending the period for

12 compliance with the terms and conditions

13 stated therein; and an Ordinance authorizing

14 the revision of lines and grades on a portion

15 of City Plan Number 63 by striking from the

16 City Plan and vacating a portion of

17 Pennsylvania Avenue between 19th Street and

18 20th Street; 

19 "And an Ordinance authorizing the

20 revision of lines and grades on a portion of

21 City Plan Number 278 by closing to vehicular

22 traffic a portion of Unruh Avenue; 

23 "And an Ordinance authorizing the

24 revision of lines and grades on a portion of

25 City Plan Number 55 by striking from the City
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 1 Plan and vacating the legally open portions

 2 of Ashland Street from a point approximately

 3 401 feet southwest of Adams Avenue to the

 4 northeasterly channel line of the Frankford

 5 Creek; 

 6 "And an Ordinance amending Section

 7 2 of an Ordinance, Bill No. 090120, approved

 8 April 15, 2009, by extending the period for

 9 compliance with the terms and conditions

10 stated therein, all under certain terms and

11 conditions."

12 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank

13 you.

14 The messages will be printed in the

15 Journal.

16 The Chief Clerk will please read

17 any other communications in his possession.

18 CHIEF CLERK:  I have none, Madam

19 President.

20 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The next

21 order of business is the Introduction of

22 Bills and Resolutions.

23 The Chair recognizes Councilman

24 Kenney.

25 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Thank you,
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 1 Madam President.  I have two Bills and two

 2 Resolutions.

 3 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chief

 4 Clerk will please read the title of the first

 5 Bill.  

 6 CHIEF CLERK:  An Ordinance amending

 7 the Philadelphia Code, principally, Title 19,

 8 entitled "Finance, Taxes and Collections,"

 9 and such other provisions as may be

10 appropriate, to reduce the tax burden on

11 existing and new businesses; and to

12 eliminate, waive, or reduce certain fees and

13 permit charges.

14 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Bill

15 will be referred to the appropriate

16 committee.  

17 CHIEF CLERK:  And an Ordinance

18 amending Section 9-605 of the Philadelphia

19 Code, entitled "Towing," by providing that a

20 vehicle may be towed from the premises of a

21 hospital without first being ticketed.

22 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This Bill

23 will be referred to the appropriate

24 committee.  

25 CHIEF CLERK:  And a Resolution
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 1 authorizing City Council's Joint Committees

 2 on Legislative Oversight and Education to

 3 hold public hearings on establishing a

 4 Philadelphia School Construction Commission

 5 to conduct a needs assessment and use and

 6 capacity study of Philadelphia's Public

 7 School buildings.

 8 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

 9 Resolution will be placed on the Final

10 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

11 next session of Council.  

12 CHIEF CLERK:  And a Resolution

13 recognizing, honoring and thanking Reverend

14 Ed Hallinan for his dedication and

15 contributions to St. Martin de Porres

16 Catholic Church, its parishioners, and the

17 City of Philadelphia.

18 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

19 Resolution will also be placed on the Final

20 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

21 next session of Council.

22 The Chair recognizes Councilwoman

23 Blackwell.

24 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you,

25 Madam President.  
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 1 Today I introduce one Bill and

 2 three Resolutions.

 3 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank

 4 you.

 5 The Chief Clerk will please read

 6 the title of the Bill.

 7 CHIEF CLERK:  An Ordinance amending

 8 Section 2 of an Ordinance, Bill No. 090120,

 9 approved April 15, 2009, entitled "An

10 Ordinance authorizing the revision of lines

11 and grades on a portion of City Plan Numbers

12 107 and 130."

13 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Bill

14 will be referred to the appropriate

15 committee.  

16 CHIEF CLERK:  And a Resolution

17 honoring and congratulating Peter S.

18 Longstreth, on the occasion of his retirement

19 from the Philadelphia Industrial Development

20 Corporation after ten years of service as

21 president.

22 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

23 Resolution will be placed on the Final

24 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

25 next session of Council.  
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 1 CHIEF CLERK:  And a Resolution also

 2 naming Chestnut Street from 31st Street to

 3 33rd Street "Papadakis Place."

 4 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

 5 Resolution will be placed on the Final

 6 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

 7 next session of Council.

 8 CHIEF CLERK:  And a Resolution

 9 approving the Drexel University proposed

10 revision to its Institutional Development

11 District Master Plan pursuant to Chapter

12 14-1107 subparagraph C of the Philadelphia

13 Code relating to "Zoning and Planning."

14 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

15 Resolution will be placed on the Final

16 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

17 next session of Council.

18 The Chair recognizes Councilman

19 Greenlee.  

20 COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank you,

21 Madam President.  I have no Bills or

22 Resolutions.

23 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

24 thanks the gentleman.  

25 The Chair recognizes Councilwoman
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 1 Krajewski.

 2 COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Thank you,

 3 Madam President.  I offer one Bill.

 4 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank

 5 you.

 6 The Chief Clerk will please read

 7 the title of the Bill.  

 8 CHIEF CLERK:  An Ordinance

 9 authorizing the revision of lines and grades

10 on a portion of City Plan Number 278 by

11 closing to vehicular traffic a portion of

12 Unruh Avenue extending from a point

13 approximately 1,077 feet southeast of

14 Wissinoming Street southeasterly to the

15 pierhead line of the Delaware River.

16 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Bill

17 will be referred to the appropriate

18 committee.

19 The Chair recognizes Councilwoman

20 Tasco.

21 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Madam

22 President, I offer two Resolutions and one

23 Bill on my behalf; three Resolutions and two

24 Bills on your behalf.

25 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank
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 1 you.

 2 The Chief Clerk will please read

 3 the title of the first Bill.

 4 CHIEF CLERK:  An Ordinance amending

 5 Chapter 20-500 of the Philadelphia Code,

 6 entitled, "Councilmanic Districts," by

 7 revising the boundaries of the Councilmanic

 8 Districts, under certain terms and

 9 conditions.

10 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Bill

11 will be referred to the appropriate

12 committee.  

13 CHIEF CLERK:  And an Ordinance

14 amending Section 10-602 of the Philadelphia

15 Code known as the "Clean Indoor Air Worker

16 Protection Law," by providing a limited

17 period of time, expiring January 1, 2012,

18 during which certain drinking establishments,

19 as defined, may apply for and obtain a waiver

20 of the provisions of the Section prohibiting

21 smoking in certain places.

22 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This Bill

23 will be referred to the appropriate

24 committee.  

25 CHIEF CLERK:  And an Ordinance
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 1 amending Section 9-205 of the Philadelphia

 2 Code relating to "sidewalk sales" and vending

 3 in residential areas within the 9th District.

 4 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Bill

 5 will be referred to the appropriate

 6 committee.

 7 CHIEF CLERK:  And a Resolution

 8 naming the 2000 block of East Tulpehocken

 9 Street as "Joseph C. Aiken, Sr. Way."

10 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

11 recognizes Councilwoman Tasco.

12 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Move for the

13 adoption of the Resolution.

14 (Duly seconded.)

15 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

16 Resolution will be placed on the Final

17 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

18 next session of Council. 

19 CHIEF CLERK:  And a Resolution

20 authorizing the Commissioner of Public

21 Property to execute and deliver to the

22 Redevelopment Authority of the City of

23 Philadelphia, without consideration, deeds

24 conveying conditional fee simple title to

25 certain City-owned lots or pieces of ground
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 1 with the buildings and improvements thereon,

 2 situated in the 36th Ward of the City of

 3 Philadelphia.

 4 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

 5 Resolution will be placed on the Final

 6 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

 7 next session of Council.

 8 CHIEF CLERK:  And a Resolution

 9 amending Resolution No. 110453, approving the

10 annual Program Statement and Budget for the

11 expenditure of the Neighborhood

12 Transformation Initiative bond proceeds for

13 Fiscal Year 2011 -- 2012.

14 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

15 Resolution will be placed on the Final

16 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

17 next session of Council.

18 CHIEF CLERK:  And a Resolution

19 declaring October as "Domestic Violence

20 Awareness Month."

21 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

22 Resolution will be placed on the Final

23 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

24 next session of Council.

25 CHIEF CLERK:  And a Resolution
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 1 requesting the Mayor to return to Council

 2 Bill No. 110441, entitled "An Ordinance

 3 authorizing the Commissioner of Public

 4 Property, on behalf of the City of

 5 Philadelphia, to convey to the Philadelphia

 6 Authority for Industrial Development, a

 7 parcel of land located at 1628 Fitzwater

 8 Street, for the purpose of reconsideration by

 9 the Council of the vote by which said bill

10 passed Council."

11 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

12 recognizes Councilwoman Tasco.

13 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  I move for the

14 adoption of the Resolution.

15 COUNCILMAN JONES:  Second.

16 (Duly seconded.)

17 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  I'm

18 sorry.  I couldn't hear your motion.

19 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  The motion is

20 to schedule the Bill for recall at the end of

21 the special order of business.

22 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  You're

23 asking for a suspension of the rules, I

24 believe?

25 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Right.
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 1 (Duly seconded.)

 2 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has

 3 been moved and seconded that the rules of

 4 Council be suspended so as to permit

 5 consideration of this Resolution at today's

 6 session of Council.

 7 All in favor will indicate by

 8 saying "aye."

 9 (Aye.)  

10 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those

11 opposed?  

12 (No response.)

13 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes

14 have it, and the motion passes.  This

15 Resolution will be placed on today's Final

16 Passage Calendar.

17 The Chair recognizes Councilwoman

18 Miller.

19 COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Thank you,

20 Madam President.  Today I offer two

21 Resolutions.

22 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank

23 you.  

24 The Chief Clerk will please read

25 the title of the first Resolution.  

CITY COUNCIL HEARING
JOHN J. KURZ, CRR, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER



9/8/11 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS & RESOLUTIONS

    22

 1 CHIEF CLERK:  A Resolution

 2 recognizing, honoring and celebrating Zarifa

 3 Roberson for her innovative and urban style

 4 creation of IDEAL Magazine, which is geared

 5 for young people with disabilities.

 6 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

 7 Resolution will be placed on the Final

 8 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

 9 next session of Council.

10 CHIEF CLERK:  And a Resolution

11 proclaiming September 23rd through

12 October 1st of 2011 as "Praise is the Cure

13 Week" in Philadelphia.

14 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

15 Resolution will be placed on the Final

16 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

17 next session of Council.

18 The Chair recognizes Councilwoman

19 Sanchez.

20 COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank you,

21 Madam President.  I have two Bills.

22 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank

23 you.  

24 The Chief Clerk will please read

25 the title of the first Bill.
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 1 CHIEF CLERK:  An Ordinance amending

 2 Chapter 19-2600 of the Philadelphia Code,

 3 entitled "Business Privilege Taxes," by

 4 providing certain exclusions, modifying

 5 certain definitions, and revising certain tax

 6 rates, all under certain terms and

 7 conditions.

 8 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Bill

 9 will be referred to the appropriate

10 committee. 

11 CHIEF CLERK:  And an Ordinance

12 amending Section 2 of an Ordinance, Bill No.

13 090442, approved June 26, 2009, entitled "An

14 Ordinance authorizing the revision of lines

15 and grades on a portion of City Plan Number

16 157 by placing on the City Plan 4th Street

17 from Westmoreland Street to Ontario Street."

18 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This Bill

19 will also be referred to the appropriate

20 committee.

21 The Chair recognizes Councilman

22 Green.

23 COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you, Madam

24 President.  I have one Bill and one

25 Resolution.
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 1 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank

 2 you.  

 3 The Chief Clerk will please read

 4 the title of the Bill.

 5 CHIEF CLERK:  An Ordinance amending

 6 Chapter 20-1200 of the Philadelphia Code,

 7 entitled, "Lobbying," by modifying certain

 8 definitions, provisions and exemptions, all

 9 under certain terms and conditions.

10 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Bill

11 will be referred to the appropriate

12 committee.  

13 CHIEF CLERK:  And a Resolution

14 proclaiming the weeks of October 3, 2011 and

15 October 10, 2011 as "State of Young Philly

16 Weeks," and honoring young involved

17 Philadelphia.

18 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

19 Resolution will be placed on the Final

20 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

21 next session of Council.

22 The Chair recognizes Councilman

23 Jones.

24 COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you, Madam

25 President.  I have three Resolutions today.
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 1 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank

 2 you.  

 3 The Chief Clerk will please read

 4 the title of the first Resolution.

 5 CHIEF CLERK:  A Resolution

 6 authorizing the Commissioner of Public

 7 Property to execute and deliver to the

 8 Redevelopment Authority of the City of

 9 Philadelphia, without consideration, deeds

10 conveying conditional fee simple title to

11 certain City-owned lots or pieces of ground

12 with the buildings and improvements thereon,

13 situated in the 52nd Ward of the City of

14 Philadelphia.

15 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

16 Resolution will be placed on the Final

17 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

18 next session of Council.  

19 CHIEF CLERK:  A Resolution

20 acknowledging and honoring the Philadelphia

21 Anti-Drug/Anti-Violence Network for their

22 ongoing work and commitment to promote

23 community safety through services that reduce

24 drug abuse and violence as well as to help

25 at-risk youth that will return them to the
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 1 mainstream of society.

 2 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

 3 Resolution will be placed on the Final

 4 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

 5 next session of Council.  

 6 CHIEF CLERK:  And a Resolution

 7 acknowledging and commending the City's

 8 Managing Director's Office of Emergency

 9 Management and all the city departments for

10 their exemplary performance in response to

11 Hurricane Irene in the aftermath of an

12 earthquake.

13 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

14 Resolution will be placed on the Final

15 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

16 next session of Council.  

17 The Chair recognizes Councilman

18 Goode.

19 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Thank you, Madam

20 President.  

21 I offer six Bills.  The first Bill

22 is introduced by ten members of Council,

23 including every member of the Commerce

24 Economic Development Committee [sic].

25 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank
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 1 you.

 2 The Chief Clerk will please read

 3 the title of the first Bill.  

 4 CHIEF CLERK:  An Ordinance amending

 5 Chapter 17-1300 of the Philadelphia Code,

 6 entitled "Philadelphia 21st Century Minimum

 7 Wage and Benefits Standard," by requiring

 8 employers subject to that Chapter to provide

 9 certain earned sick leave benefits to

10 employees covered by that Chapter.

11 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Bill

12 will be referred to the appropriate

13 committee.

14 CHIEF CLERK:  And an Ordinance

15 amending Chapter 17-1300 of the Philadelphia

16 Code, entitled "Philadelphia 21st Century

17 Minimum Wage and Benefits Standard," by

18 repealing Section 17-1311, entitled "Living

19 Wage Advisory Committee," and by enacting a

20 new Section 17-1311, entitled "Living Wage

21 and Benefits Review Committee."

22 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Bill

23 will be referred to the appropriate

24 committee.

25 CHIEF CLERK:  And an Ordinance
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 1 amending Chapter 17-1600 of the Philadelphia

 2 Code, entitled "Economic Opportunity Plans,"

 3 to require that certain economic opportunity

 4 plans be submitted to Council and published

 5 on the City's website and changing all

 6 references from "MBEC" to "certifying

 7 agency," as defined.

 8 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Bill

 9 will be referred to the appropriate

10 committee.

11 CHIEF CLERK:  And an Ordinance

12 amending Chapter 19-200 of the Philadelphia

13 Code, entitled "City Funds, Deposits,

14 Investments, Disbursements," by revising the

15 list of City depositories because of

16 noncompliance with certain provisions of that

17 Chapter.

18 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This Bill

19 will also be referred to the appropriate

20 committee.  

21 CHIEF CLERK:  And an Ordinance

22 amending Subsection 19-2604 subparagraph 6 of

23 the Philadelphia Code, under which businesses

24 that enter into agreements to make

25 contributions to community development
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 1 corporations receive business privilege tax

 2 credits.

 3 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Bill

 4 will be referred to the appropriate

 5 committee.

 6 CHIEF CLERK:  And an Ordinance

 7 amending Title 22 of the Philadelphia Code,

 8 entitled "Public Employees Retirement Code,"

 9 by amending the options for retirement

10 benefits; in particular, adding a new option

11 for retirees to take a lump sum benefit at

12 retirement, in exchange for an actuarial

13 reduction of their regular monthly pension.

14 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Bill

15 will be referred to the appropriate

16 committee.

17 The Chair recognizes Councilwoman

18 Brown.

19 COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:  Thank

20 you, Madam President.  Good morning.  

21 I offer three Resolutions today.

22 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank

23 you.

24 The Chief Clerk will please read

25 the title of the first Resolution.  
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 1 CHIEF CLERK:  A Resolution

 2 authorizing the Committee on Education to

 3 hold hearings to investigate the care of

 4 school property policy for the School

 5 District of Philadelphia as it relates to the

 6 distribution, collection and return of

 7 textbooks, and to evaluate and determine best

 8 practices for further efficiencies.

 9 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

10 Resolution will be placed on the Final

11 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

12 next session of Council.  

13 CHIEF CLERK:  And a Resolution

14 authorizing Council's Committee on Public

15 Health and Human Services to hold public

16 hearings for the purpose of examining

17 existing programs and services available to

18 at-risk adolescent girls; examining methods

19 of continuing and strengthening such programs

20 and developing new programs; and exploring

21 potential sources of funding in order to

22 encourage young women to follow pathways that

23 lead to the completion of their education,

24 economic independence and good citizenship.

25 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This
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 1 Resolution will be placed on the Final

 2 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

 3 next session of Council.  

 4 CHIEF CLERK:  And a Resolution

 5 recognizing Temple University's Temple 20/20

 6 Scholarship Program.

 7 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

 8 Resolution will be placed on the Final

 9 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

10 next session of Council.

11 The Chair recognizes Councilman

12 DiCicco.

13 COUNCILMAN DiCICCO:  Thank you,

14 Madam President.  

15 I offer three Bills and two

16 Resolutions; one Resolution on your behalf.

17 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank

18 you.  

19 The Chief Clerk will please read

20 the title of the first Bill.

21 CHIEF CLERK:  An Ordinance amending

22 Chapter 20-500 of the Philadelphia Code,

23 entitled "Councilmanic Districts," by

24 revising the boundaries of the Councilmanic

25 Districts, under certain terms and
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 1 conditions.

 2 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Bill

 3 will be referred to the appropriate

 4 committee. 

 5 CHIEF CLERK:  And an Ordinance

 6 amending Title 14 of the Philadelphia Code,

 7 entitled "Zoning and Planning," by amending

 8 Section 14-1604, entitled "Outdoor

 9 Advertising and Nonaccessory Advertising

10 Controls," by permitting certain nonaccessory

11 outdoor advertising signs within the area

12 bounded by 7th Street, Spring Garden Street,

13 6th Street, and Willow Street.

14 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Bill

15 will be referred to the appropriate

16 committee.  

17 CHIEF CLERK:  And an Ordinance

18 authorizing the revision of lines and grades

19 on a portion of City Plan 55 by striking from

20 the City Plan and vacating the legally open

21 portions of Ashland Street from a point

22 approximately 401 feet southwest of Adams

23 Avenue to the northeasterly channel line of

24 Frankford Creek.

25 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This Bill
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 1 will be referred to the appropriate

 2 committee.  

 3 CHIEF CLERK:  And a Resolution

 4 designating the week of Monday, October 3,

 5 through Monday, October 10, 2011 as

 6 "Christopher Columbus/Italian American

 7 Heritage Week," in the City of Philadelphia.

 8 This is done in celebration of the

 9 festivities commemorating Columbus' historic

10 voyage to the New World and honoring Joe

11 Piscopo as Grand Marshall of the 2011

12 Philadelphia Columbus Day Parade.

13 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

14 Resolution will be placed on the Final

15 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

16 next session of Council.

17 CHIEF CLERK:  And a Resolution

18 authorizing the Commissioner of Public

19 Property to execute and deliver to the

20 Redevelopment Authority of the City of

21 Philadelphia, without consideration, deeds

22 conveying conditional fee simple title to

23 certain City-owned lots or pieces of ground

24 with the buildings and improvements thereon,

25 situated in the 31st and 39th Wards of the
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 1 City of Philadelphia.

 2 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

 3 Resolution will be placed on the Final

 4 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

 5 next session of Council.

 6 The Chair now recognizes Councilman

 7 O'Neill.

 8 COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Madam

 9 President, I offer one Resolution.

10 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank

11 you.  

12 The Chief Clerk will please read

13 the title of the Resolution.

14 CHIEF CLERK:  A Resolution

15 supporting United States Senate Resolution

16 185 and United States House Resolution 268

17 reaffirming the commitment of the United

18 States to a negotiated settlement of the

19 Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

20 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

21 Resolution will be placed on the Final

22 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

23 next session of council.

24 The Chair recognizes Councilman

25 Clarke.
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 1 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Two Bills and

 2 one Resolution, Madam President.

 3 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chief

 4 Clerk will please read the title of the first

 5 Bill.

 6 CHIEF CLERK:  An Ordinance amending

 7 Chapter 10-100 of the Philadelphia Code,

 8 entitled "Animals," to establish provisions

 9 for the reporting of wild raccoons, and to

10 provide for the manner to have their

11 abatement.

12 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Bill

13 will be referred to the appropriate

14 committee.  

15 CHIEF CLERK:  And an Ordinance

16 authorizing the revision of lines and grades

17 on a portion of City Plan No. 63 by striking

18 from the City Plan and vacating a portion of

19 Pennsylvania Avenue between 19th Street and

20 20th Street.

21 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This Bill

22 will also be referred to the appropriate

23 committee.

24 CHIEF CLERK:  And a Resolution

25 authorizing the Commissioner of Public
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 1 Property to execute and deliver to the

 2 Redevelopment Authority of the City of

 3 Philadelphia, without consideration, deeds

 4 conveying conditional fee simple title to

 5 certain City-owned lots or pieces of ground

 6 with the buildings and improvements thereon,

 7 situated in the 16th, 29th, 32nd, and 47th

 8 Wards of the City of Philadelphia.

 9 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

10 Resolution will be placed on the Final

11 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

12 next session of Council.

13 The Chair recognizes Councilman

14 Kelly.

15 COUNCILMAN KELLY:  Madam President,

16 I have no Bills or Resolutions.

17 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

18 thanks the gentleman.  

19 The Chair recognizes Councilman

20 Rizzo.

21 COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Madam President,

22 one Resolution.

23 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank

24 you.  

25 The Chief Clerk will please read
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 1 the title of the Resolution.  

 2 CHIEF CLERK:  A Resolution

 3 recognizing, honoring and thanking CISV,

 4 formerly Children's International Summer

 5 Village, through its local chapter CISV

 6 Philadelphia, on the occasion of its

 7 60th anniversary, in furtherance of the CISV

 8 mission that peace is possible through

 9 friendship.

10 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

11 Resolution will be placed on the Final

12 Passage Calendar for consideration at our

13 next session of Council.

14 The next order of business is

15 Reports from Committees.

16 And since there are no Reports from

17 Committees today, the next order of business

18 is the Consideration of the Calendar.

19 And as there are no Bills on the

20 First Reading Calendar for today, the Chair

21 recognizes Councilwoman Tasco for the purpose

22 of calling up the Bills and Resolutions on

23 the Second Reading and Final Passage Calendar

24 to be considered today.

25 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Thank you,
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 1 Madam President.

 2 The following Resolutions and Bills

 3 are being called up from the Second Reading

 4 and Final Passage Calendar today:  Numbers

 5 110538, 110541, 110480.  And 110181 is to be

 6 amended.

 7 All other Bills and Resolutions are

 8 being held.

 9 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  I'm

10 sorry.  Did you mention Bill No. 110181-A?

11 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Yes.  It's to

12 be amended.

13 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Fine.

14 Thank you.

15 Before considering these Bills and

16 Resolutions, we will consider public comment

17 as follows:

18 Your public comment must concern

19 matters on the Second Reading and Final

20 Passage Calendars for possible action at

21 today's Council session.

22 All speakers must sign up in order

23 to testify.  If you have not already signed

24 up for today's session, please do so by

25 giving your name to the Sergeant-at-Arms at
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 1 the table to my left.

 2 You will be called in the order in

 3 which your name appears on the sign-up sheet.

 4 You will have up to three minutes to speak.

 5 I would ask the Chief Clerk at this

 6 time to please read the name of our first

 7 speaker.

 8 CHIEF CLERK:  Robert Zuritsky.

 9 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank

10 you.

11 Is Mr. Zuritsky here?

12 MR. ZURITSKY:  Yes.

13 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Please

14 come to the microphone and give your

15 comments.

16 Good morning.

17 MR. ZURITSKY:  Good morning, or

18 good afternoon, I guess.

19 My name is Robert Zuritsky.  I am

20 President of the Philadelphia Parking

21 Association, representing the licensed

22 parking lot and parking garage operators in

23 the city.

24 On behalf of our organization, I

25 want to thank Councilman Kenney for first

CITY COUNCIL HEARING
JOHN J. KURZ, CRR, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER



9/8/11 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

    40

 1 introducing this legislation to reduce the

 2 parking tax and now offering an amendment

 3 that we hope Council will approve.

 4 In 2008 the parking tax was

 5 increased from 15 to 20 percent.  We are by

 6 far the highest taxed industry in the city.

 7 In fact, even at 15 percent we were the

 8 highest taxed industry in the city.

 9 Since that time, we began visiting

10 many of you individually and collectively

11 here in Council Chambers.  All that we have

12 been asking for is tax fairness.

13 I know I speak for my company and

14 for the members of our association when I say

15 we certainly understand it is our obligation

16 to pay our share for the privilege of

17 operating our business in the city.

18 Like all businesses in the city, we

19 pay the business privilege tax which amounts

20 to 14 cents for every hundred dollars in

21 revenue.  But in addition, we pay $20 for

22 every $100 of gross revenue through the

23 parking tax.

24 And to that extent, we can -- we

25 must build those taxes into what we charge

CITY COUNCIL HEARING
JOHN J. KURZ, CRR, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER



9/8/11 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

    41

 1 our customers.

 2 We would have preferred the

 3 original Council Bill that would have rolled

 4 the parking tax back to the original

 5 15 percent.  But the amendment offered today

 6 goes more than halfway, with incremental cuts

 7 starting in Fiscal 2014.  We know the

 8 financial challenges of the City.  And we

 9 appreciate Council's willingness to make the

10 parking tax fairer.

11 The process of trying to make the

12 parking tax fairer has energized our

13 association to show the City ways to collect

14 far more revenues for the City's General Fund

15 than we are requesting in parking tax

16 reductions.  We invested hundreds of hours of

17 legwork, and research exposed that 35 percent

18 of the parking operations in the City were

19 not licensed and not paying taxes.

20 The City's Revenue Department and

21 License and Inspection Department continue to

22 use this information, and they are cracking

23 down on these rogue operators, and they are

24 collecting already more for the City.

25 As a result, the parking tax for
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 1 the month of July is the only Philadelphia

 2 tax -- this is from the PICA study -- to show

 3 an increase in revenue over the past year and

 4 what the City had budgeted for.  And that's a

 5 direct reflection, we feel, of the attention

 6 that we have drawn to this matter.

 7 We have been so effective in

 8 helping the City crack down on rogue lots

 9 that the operators of some of those lots have

10 contacted members of our parking association

11 to ask if we wanted to lease their lots.

12 They would rather lease their lots to us than

13 operate them illegally and pay the parking

14 tax.  But others have paid up and now are

15 operating legally as well.

16 What our efforts have shown is that

17 even while reducing the parking tax rate to

18 17 percent over the next five years, revenues

19 of the City will not decrease and, in fact,

20 will increase, as long as the Revenue

21 Department continues enforcement.  And we

22 pledge to work with revenue officials for as

23 long as they want our help.

24 Our members have shown consistently

25 that we are good citizens, corporate
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 1 citizens.  We want to work with you, as we

 2 always have.

 3 Thank you again for your

 4 consideration of this amendment and for

 5 allowing me this time.

 6 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank

 7 you.

 8 I would ask the Chief Clerk at this

 9 time to please call our next speaker.

10 CHIEF CLERK:  There are no other

11 speakers, Madam President.

12 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank

13 you.

14 That will conclude today's public

15 comment period.

16 We will now consider the Bills and

17 Resolutions on the Second Reading and Final

18 Passage Calendar.

19 At this time I'd ask the Chief

20 Clerk to please read the title of Resolution

21 110538.

22 CHIEF CLERK:  A Resolution

23 authorizing the Commissioner of Public

24 Property to execute and deliver to the

25 Redevelopment Authority of the City of
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 1 Philadelphia, without consideration, deeds

 2 conveying conditional fee simple title to

 3 certain City-owned lots or pieces of ground

 4 with the buildings and improvements thereon,

 5 situated in the 18th Ward of the City of

 6 Philadelphia.

 7 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

 8 recognizes Councilwoman Sanchez.

 9 COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  I move for

10 the adoption.

11 COUNCILMAN DiCICCO:  Second.

12 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has

13 been moved and seconded that the Resolution

14 be adopted.  

15 All in favor will say "aye."  

16 (Aye.)

17 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those

18 opposed?  

19 (No response.)

20 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes

21 have it.  The Resolution is adopted.

22 We will now consider Resolution No.

23 110541.

24 CHIEF CLERK:  A Resolution

25 authorizing the Commissioner of Public
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 1 Property to execute and deliver to the

 2 Redevelopment Authority of the City of

 3 Philadelphia, without consideration, deeds

 4 conveying conditional fee simple title to

 5 certain City-owned lots or pieces of ground

 6 with the buildings and improvements thereon,

 7 situated in the 47th Ward of the City of

 8 Philadelphia.  

 9 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

10 recognizes Councilman Clarke.  

11 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Move for the

12 adoption.  

13 (Duly seconded.)

14 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has

15 been moved and seconded that the Resolution

16 be adopted.  

17 All in favor will say "aye."  

18 (Aye.)

19 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those

20 opposed?

21 (No response.)

22 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes

23 have it.  And the Resolution is adopted.

24 The Chief Clerk will please read

25 the title of Resolution 110181-A.

CITY COUNCIL HEARING
JOHN J. KURZ, CRR, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER



9/8/11 - STATED - RESOLUTION ADOPTION 

    46

 1 CHIEF CLERK:  Bill No. 110181-A,

 2 entitled "An Ordinance amending Chapter

 3 19-1200 of the Philadelphia Code, entitled

 4 "Parking Tax," by providing for scheduled

 5 reductions in the rate of the tax beginning

 6 in Fiscal Year 2012 and by making certain

 7 technical amendments.

 8 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

 9 recognizes Councilman Kenney.

10 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Thank you,

11 Madam President.  It's my intention today to

12 amend this Bill.  And I've circulated the

13 amendment to every member of Council, and I

14 move its adoption.

15 (Duly seconded.)

16 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  All in

17 favor of the adoption of the amendment will

18 say "aye."  

19 (Aye.)  

20 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those

21 opposed?  

22 (No response.)

23 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes

24 have it, and the motion carries.

25 The Chief Clerk will please read
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 1 the title of Bill No. 110480.

 2 CHIEF CLERK:  "An Ordinance

 3 authorizing the Bond Committee to sell bonds

 4 at public or private negotiated sale, to

 5 provide funds toward various capital

 6 municipal purposes; providing for

 7 appropriations to the Sinking Fund Commission

 8 for the payment of such bonds; providing for

 9 obtaining the consent of the electors to

10 increasing the indebtedness of the City; and

11 providing for arrangements for holding the

12 election for obtaining such consent."

13 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This Bill

14 having been read on two different days, the

15 question now is, Shall the Bill pass finally?

16 The Chief Clerk will please call

17 the roll.  

18 CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

19 Blackwell.  

20 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

21 CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

22 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Aye.

23 CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

24 COUNCILMAN DiCICCO:  Aye.  

25 CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.  
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 1 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

 2 CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.  

 3 COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye.  

 4 CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Greenlee.  

 5 COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

 6 CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

 7 COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.  

 8 CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Kelly.

 9 COUNCILMAN KELLY:  Aye.  

10 CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.  

11 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.  

12 CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

13 Krajewski.

14 COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

15 CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.  

16 COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

17 CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill. 

18 COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.  

19 CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds

20 Brown.

21 COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:  Aye.

22 CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

23 COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.  

24 CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Sanchez.  

25 COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.  
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 1 CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.  

 2 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

 3 CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

 4 Verna.

 5 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Aye.  

 6 The ayes are 17; the nays are zero.

 7 A majority of all members, having voted in

 8 the affirmative, the Bill passes.

 9 The Clerk will please raise any

10 additional resolutions on today's calendar.

11 CHIEF CLERK:  A Resolution

12 requesting the Mayor to return to Council

13 Bill No. 110441, entitled "An Ordinance

14 authorizing the Commissioner of Public

15 Property, on behalf of the City of

16 Philadelphia, to convey to the Philadelphia

17 Authority for Industrial Development, a

18 parcel of land located at 1628 Fitzwater

19 Street, for the purpose of reconsideration by

20 the Council of the vote by which said bill

21 passed Council."

22 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

23 recognizes Councilwoman Tasco. 

24 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Madam

25 President, I move that the rules of Council
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 1 be suspended to permit consideration of

 2 special business at this time.

 3 (Duly seconded.)

 4 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has

 5 been moved and seconded that the Resolution

 6 be adopted.

 7 (Duly seconded.)

 8 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  All in

 9 favor will indicate by saying "aye."

10 (Aye.)

11 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those

12 opposed?  

13 (No response.)

14 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes

15 have it.  The Resolution is adopted.

16 That completes our calendar.

17 No.  I'm sorry.  Michael.

18 Sorry.  We will now go into the

19 special business.

20 The Chair now recognizes

21 Councilwoman Tasco for a motion regarding

22 additional special business.

23 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  I move that

24 the rules of Council be suspended to permit

25 consideration of special business at this
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 1 time.

 2 (Duly seconded.)

 3 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has

 4 been moved and seconded that the rules of

 5 Council be suspended to permit consideration

 6 of special business at this time.

 7 All in favor will indicate by

 8 saying "aye."

 9 (Aye.)

10 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those

11 opposed?  

12 (No response.)

13 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes

14 have it.  The motion passes.

15 The Clerk will please read the

16 letter from the Mayor.

17 CHIEF CLERK:  "To the President and

18 the members of the Council of the City of

19 Philadelphia, I am returning herewith as

20 requested by your Resolution adopted

21 September 8, 2011, Bill No. 110441, for the

22 purposes of reconsideration by the Council of

23 the vote by which said Bill passed Council."

24 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

25 recognizes Councilwoman Tasco for a motion
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 1 that Council reconsider the vote by which

 2 Bill No. 110441 was passed.

 3 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  So moved,

 4 Madam President.

 5 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Is there

 6 a second?

 7 (Duly seconded.)

 8 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  All in

 9 favor will signify by saying "aye."

10 (Aye.)

11 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  All those

12 opposed?

13 (No response.)

14 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes

15 have it.  A majority of members, having voted

16 in the affirmative, the motion carries.  And

17 the vote by which Bill No. 110441 was passed

18 has been reconsidered.

19 This Bill will be placed on the

20 Second Reading and Final Passage Calendar for

21 our next session of Council.

22 Are there speeches on the part of

23 the majority?

24 The Chair recognizes Councilman

25 Jones.
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 1 COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you, Madam

 2 President.  And to all of my colleagues,

 3 welcome back.

 4 This week we had an opportunity to

 5 welcome back students to the public school

 6 system.  And no matter where you stand on

 7 Dr. Ackerman and her leaving, it was good

 8 that 150,000 plus students went back to

 9 school.

10 And whether you were at Lamberton

11 High School or newly founded Keith Reed's

12 Academy that caters to the boys that are from

13 a single-parent household, or whether you

14 were at the new West Philadelphia High School

15 in the 3rd District, or even some of the

16 adult classes that have actually started on

17 continuing education partnerships with

18 Calvary Baptist Church in West Philadelphia,

19 and Harcum Junior College in a two-year

20 degree program, or in the 7th Councilmanic

21 District, Congresro -- they also are opening

22 up a satellite shop -- at the end of the day,

23 it is about producing a productive work

24 force.  And we're awaiting in the next couple

25 hours to hear from our president to talk
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 1 about how we can kick start the economy back.

 2 But what I'd like to do is what

 3 Blondell Reynolds Brown often calls:  "Let us

 4 have a teaching moment."  And we do the A, B,

 5 Cs of what we need to be looking for and

 6 expecting of the schools' performance this

 7 year.

 8 "A" would be for attendance,

 9 achievement and accountability in the

10 education process.

11 "B" would be back to basics, where

12 we look to find trades -- 17 plus trades that

13 it takes to build a building in the City of

14 Philadelphia.

15 And "C" would be for consolidated

16 effort and cash to run this system and

17 consolidating the buildings that we currently

18 have for 70,000 less students based on the

19 facility's master plan.

20 At the end of the day, I think

21 Frederick Douglass said it best:  "It is

22 easier to build a strong child than to repair

23 a broken man or woman."

24 Thank you, Madam President.

25 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  You're
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 1 welcome.

 2 The Chair recognizes Councilwoman

 3 Brown.

 4 COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:  Thank

 5 you, Madam President.  

 6 As a former teacher, I would give

 7 my colleague, Councilman Jones, an A plus.

 8 Very, very well spoken.

 9 I rise today as a former teacher,

10 as a parent of a 10th grader, wherein I have

11 36 more months to get her ready, to launch

12 her.  But I also like to speak as Vice Chair

13 of City Council's Committee on Education.

14 I, like Councilman Jones, would be

15 remiss not to acknowledge and recognize that

16 this indeed was the first week of back to

17 school for our children.

18 Under the new interim leadership, I

19 would submit that we had a strong first day

20 back to school for our students, parents and

21 care-givers.

22 We all have heard the old adage,

23 and it bears repeating, in the words of

24 Marian Wright Edelman:  "If we don't stand up

25 for children, then we certainly don't stand
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 1 for anything."

 2 We also know the reality, and it

 3 bears repeating, according to the U.S. Bureau

 4 of Labor Statistics, there still remains a

 5 clear correlation between an unemployment

 6 rate and one's educational level.

 7 A few facts:  For those Americans

 8 age 25 and over, 14.3 percent of them are

 9 unemployed.

10 For citizens with just a high

11 school diploma, 9.6 percent of them are

12 unemployed.

13 Those with an associate degree or

14 limited college experience, 8.2 percent are

15 unemployed.

16 And for young people with a

17 bachelor's degree, 4.2 percent are

18 unemployed.

19 I submit that it is certainly our

20 duty to develop and cultivate the 150,000

21 plus students and young people in our charter

22 schools because, Madam President, they are

23 our next generation of leaders.  They're

24 going to grow up, move in, and move up to

25 take over our businesses, our universities,
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 1 our churches and this government.

 2 For these reasons and more, I

 3 commend my colleagues for the laser beam

 4 attention we gave to the School District

 5 budget process this past spring and ask that

 6 we continue to do what I call pay attention

 7 to our City's education system.

 8 Therefore, I wish to salute the new

 9 Acting Superintendent, Dr. Leroy Nunery, in

10 his new role.  And I am pleased to say that

11 Councilman Kenney and I sat down with him in

12 his former role wherein we had extensive

13 conversations around the bullying project

14 that we're currently working on.  And we both

15 found him to be, among other things, a

16 listener.

17 I joined with many of you this week

18 and had the honor and privilege to attend the

19 Welcoming Breakfast hosted by Councilwoman

20 Blackwell, Chair of City Council's Committee

21 on Education, welcoming Dr. Nunery in his new

22 role.

23 Dr. Nunery was very clear about his

24 short-term goals and communicated quite

25 effectively his, what I call, "work plan" for
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 1 this academic year.

 2 He made a number of self-imposed

 3 assignments.  I'll repeat a couple of them.

 4 Councilman Jones has already spoken to one.

 5 He has a strong interest and intends to make

 6 more things happen with regards to career and

 7 technical schools.

 8 He talked about his interest to

 9 improve efficiencies in the existing

10 operations.  And he spoke clearly about his

11 interest to ensure that we all honor the

12 School District of Philadelphia and the

13 Mayor's accountability work plan.

14 In closing, our new Acting

15 Superintendent understands many lessons I've

16 learned from geese.  One I'd like to share.

17 As each goose flaps its wings, it

18 creates an uplift for birds that follow.  By

19 flying in a V formation, the whole flock adds

20 71 percent greater flying range than if each

21 bird flew alone.

22 What is the lesson in that, Madam

23 President, for those of us who sit in this

24 Chamber, parents, stakeholders, including the

25 Philadelphia business community and others?
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 1 People who share a common direction

 2 and sense of community can get where they are

 3 going quicker and easier because we are

 4 traveling on the thrust of one another.

 5 So I join all of us who share

 6 Dr. Leroy Nunery's direction and look forward

 7 to traveling with him and working with him;

 8 and, when appropriate, I will say for me,

 9 working for him, as he endeavors to fully

10 accomplish his work plan he articulated this

11 week.

12 Thank you, Madam President.

13 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

14 recognizes Councilwoman Blackwell.

15 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you,

16 Madam Chair.

17 I would like to present to you a

18 young man who's interning on my staff,

19 Benjamin Brock.  He's a graduate student at

20 Temple University for the College of Health

21 Professions and Social Work.  He will be

22 graduating with his Master's in social work

23 in the spring.  And his interests are

24 government and policy.

25 Benjamin.
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 1 (Applause.)

 2 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you.

 3 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank

 4 you.  

 5 Are there speeches on the part of

 6 the minority?

 7 (No response.)

 8 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Seeing

 9 none, the Chair recognizes Councilman Clarke

10 for a motion to adjourn.

11 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Thank you,

12 Madam President.  

13 I move that Council stand adjourned

14 until Thursday, September 15, 2011,

15 10:00 a.m.

16 (Duly seconded.)

17 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has

18 been moved and seconded that Council stands

19 adjourned until Thursday, September 15, 2011,

20 at 10 o'clock a.m.  

21 All in favor will say "aye."

22 (Aye.)

23 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those

24 opposed?

25 (No response.)
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 1 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes

 2 have it, and the motion carries.

 3 Thank you.

 4 -  -  - 

 5 (Hearing adjourned at 12:45 p.m.) 
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