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CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER  Good
nor ni ng, everyone. | now note the hour
has conme and this hearing is called to
order. This is the public hearing of
the city council commttee on the
envi ronnment. The purpose of this public
hearing is to hear testinony on
resol uti on nunber 240347.

Ms. Jones, would you pl ease cal
the role?

THE CLERK: Couci | nrenber Driscoll?

CHAlI RVEMBER DRI SCOLL: Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | renber O Rour ke?

CHAl RVEMBER O ROURKE: Present.

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair Bass?

CHAl RVEMBER BASS: Present.

THE CLERK: Chair Gauthier?

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER: Present.

Thank you, Ms. Jones.

Joining us today is also mnority
| eader Kendra Brooks, who is the sponsor
of the |egislation.

| note, for the record, that a
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guorumof this commttee is present and
this hearing is called to order.

Good norning, everyone. | amvery
exci ted about this hearing today, | ast
year, the city released its first ever
urban agriculture plan. This | aunch
represented the first that the city
formally coomitted to being a partner,
rather than a barrier to urban farns and
gar dens.

" m proud to represent many
grassroot green spaces in the Third
District and | want to acknow edge and
t hank everyone here today from West or
Sout hwest Phi | adel phi a based urban farm
or community garden. Not only do urban
farnms provi de neighbors the chance to
build conmmunities, beautify their
bl ocks, inprove air quality and access
fresh produce, but they help us to
reduce violence as well.

G een in vacant |ots reduced
violent crime by 29 percent in the

surroundi ng areas. A 2018 study
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conducted by Penn Medicine's, Dr. South,
found that greening every vacant | ot
across Phil adel phia could prevent up to
350 shootings each and every year. So,
yes, urban farns foster food
sovereignty, pronotes sustainability and
bui | ds community, but they nust al so be
a part of the conversation when we're

t al ki ng about viol ence preventi on.

Historically, the city's policies
did not recognize the inportance and
per manence of urban and conmmunity
gardens, but | am proud that this body
has al ready taken steps to reverse this
trend.

A coupl e years ago, we enacted the
Communi ty Land for Community Benefit
Legi sl ation, which nmakes it easier for
urban farns to acquire city-owned vacant
land in the Third and Fourth Counci l
District. And thanks to Mnority Leader
Brooks' | eadership, the city is finally
buyi ng back many of the lots that it

sold to US Bank, allowing us to preserve
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| ong and established farns and gardens,
but we still have a very long way to go
until urban farmers and gardeners have
t he support and resources that they
deserve fromour city.

| ook forward to this hearing so
that we can exam ne the progression that
we have made since the introduction of
t he Phil adel phia Urban Agriculture Plan
and ensure we're noving quickly and
col | aboratively to achieve the plan's
goals. Thank you so mnuch.

"1l ask if any of my coll eagues
have any openi ng remarks?

CHAl RVEMBER BROOKS: Thank you so
much, Chair Gauthier, and thank you
everyone for comng out. It just warns
my heart to see all ny gardening friends
fromaround city all in one place. W
have nmet and had these conversations
nmoving up to this point, so wel cone.

Thi s hearing on urban agriculture
means so nuch to nme. For ne, gardening

has been a way to connect ne with
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nature, to care for nyself and ny | oved
ones and to claimthe inheritance of ny
ancestors who lived so close wth the

| and.

For me, urban agriculture neans
creating and caring for vibrant green
comunity spaces in our neighborhood,
pl aces where children play and | earn,
where el ders gat her and enjoy the shade,
where famlies |live and food deserts can
access fresh food and healthy food.

We have hundreds of these spaces
all over the city and 70 percent of them
are in high poverty nei ghborhoods, where
the majority of the residents are people
of color. Many of these comrunity
gardens used to be vacant |ots that
attracted trash and crime until
nei ghbors cane together to transport
theminto beautiful places for the good
of the nei ghborhood. Now these gardens
provide a plethora of benefits for the
peopl e who |ive near themand for the

city as a whol e.
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A study by G na South at the
Uni versity of Pennsyl vani a showed t hat
cl eaning and greening lots in the
hi ghest need nei ghbor hoods, reduces
crimes by up to 29 percent. This
connecti on between green space and
public safety is at the heart of the
saf er/ greener nei ghborhoods' pillar of
my plan for Philly famlies. | have
i ncl uded a one-page summary of the
pillar in the materials for each nenber
of this commttee and |'m happy to
provi de copies of the full plan to
anyone who is interested.

Many of you know that I'ma firm
bel i ever of the power of comrunity, so
you understand why |I' m passi onate about
t hese gardens. They are the |iving,
grow ng enbodi nent of people com ng
together to take care of their famlies,
t heir nei ghborhoods and our planet. In
Dr. South's study, residents of
nei ghbors with clean, greened |ots al so

reported feeling safer and had a 69
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percent decrease in depression.

In my first term | worked with
community gardens to buy back the |iens
of over 90 plots of vacant |and that
have been transforned by comrunity
gardeners, but we must do nore to
protect and expand these vital
resources. W must commt $1 million in
city funding to the Food Justice
Initiative, a partnership between the
Departnent of Public Health and the
Rei nvest nent Fund, which provides grants
t hat have al |l owed many conmmunity-1ed
gardens to flourish over the past few
years.

W nust al so i ncrease funding for
t he Departnent of Parks and Recs, which
created the Urban Agriculture Plan and
whi ch supports a variety of urban
agriculture initiatives across the city.

Finally, we nust reformthe | and
banks so that communities can take
ownership of their gardens and continue

transform ng vacant lots in their
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nei ghbor hoods.

I n Phil adel phia, we have a | ong
hi story of urban agriculture and
comunity gardens that have nurtured and
stabilized working class conmunities,
but rising property val ues, pressure
from devel opers are threatening the |and
t hat has been restored by our community
gardeners over generations, as well as
| and that coul d becone productive
comunity space in the future.

In 1996, Phil adel phia Ag becane the
home to over 500 comrunity gardens, but
over the past 25 years, we have |ost a
third of those gardens. Once the |and
is sold, we never get it back. W |ose
t he opportunity to nmake Phil adel phia a
green and nore beautiful city for our
children. As |awrakers, it i s our
responsibility to protect these
comunity spaces and to support the
peopl e who care for them

Thank you, Council menber Gaut hi er,

for sharing today's hearing and for her
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st eadf ast support of community gardens.

| am hoping you all will take advantage
of all the information and insight

i ncluded in the Urban Agriculture Plan,
as well as the testinony provided today,
and that you will join nme in growi ng the
seeds and nourishing the roots of urban
agriculture in our city. Thank you so
much.

CHAI RMEMBER GAUTHI ER: Thank you.

| want to note for the record that
Couci | menber N na Ahnmad is present.

CHAl RVEMBER BASS: Number one, |
wanted to thank everyone for being here
today. | also wanted to nake a
statenment briefly. M apol ogi zes,
unfortunately, | have to leave a little
bit early, but | did notice in the
Conmm ssioner's remarks that one of the
priorities of the adm nistration is our
priority as well. As the forner Chair
of the Commttee on Parks and
Recreation, we have been working very

hard to ensure there was green grow ng
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space within the public |and that exists
around recreation centers and parks and
| just wanted to say that I'mreally
pl eased and proud that it's a part of
Mayor Parker's commtnent to the Cty of
Phi | adel phia. | know you are going to
highlight it further in your remarks to
come, so | just wanted to say | think
this is really an inportant step forward
as we really work to bring and funnel
people into our recreation centers and
into our parks, that once they are
there, they see this is yet another
opportunity and activity for the
community that benefits the community.
| just wanted to thank you for your
efforts around that. Thank you.

CHAI RVEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Thank you so
much. Counci | renber O Rour ke?

CHAI RMEMBER O ROURKE: Thank you,
madam Chai r.

| just want to say good norning to
all of our esteem guests who are here.

To nmy fellow committee nmenbers and to
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our guests on this commttee today, |ead
M nority Leader, Kendra Brooks.

| don't want to take up too nuch
time, because we're here to hear from
and to learn fromall of you all who are
here, | ocal experts on urban
agriculture. I'mlooking forward to
heari ng nore about how green spaces have
a positive inpact on physical, nental
and community health and how that, in
turn, fosters a safer bl ock, a safer
nei ghbor hood and a safer city, which so
many have spoken for a nunber of years
about wanting and desiring.

Beyond heari ng about urban gardens
and farnms, | amtrying to see nore of
them | just want to talk about it. |
want to see us put our noney where our
mouth is. | have been glad to visit
A enwood Green Acres a few weeks ago
al ongsi de Counci | wonen N na Ahmad here
and we will be at the Whodlands in a few
days. | amtrying to get a taste of

urban agriculture cityw de, so sone of
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you Wi Il be hearing fromour office
pretty soon so we can actually
materialize that and I hope we'll find
sone tinme to get our hands dirty over
t he com ng nont hs.

Thank you again for being here
today. We're working to help build a
city in all the ways that each of you
do.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAl RVEMBER AHMAD:  Good nor ni ng,
everyone. Thank you so nuch for being
here to really underscore what ny
col | eague just said about the role of
green spaces. Just connecting with
not her nature is critical. | grewup in
Bangl adesh as a little girl. W had a
garden where we -- in the back where we
had chi ckens, we raised vegetabl es and
that has inprinted nme forever, the role
that played. | was an only child, ny
brot her was nuch ol der and he |eft hone,
and | would spend a lot of tine in that

green space and | want our children in
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this city to understand what that gives
you so they -- you know, to grow
sonet hi ng, you need your hands, you need
to put -- dig up the soil. You need two
hands. You can't be on your phone when
you are in the -- when you are doing
some work like that.

Wat chi ng your food grow, the
patience it takes to see sonething put
down as a seed, the seedling, and how it
becones actual food on your table is
sonet hi ng many children don't know.

They just think it's in the grocery
store, sonehow it cones back.

The work that has been done by our
urban gardeners in Philadel phia is
amazing. In spite of so many odds, you
have kept at it. Those who have been
doing it for many, nmany years -- the
garden ny col |l eague and | visited has
been around over 40 years and it's tine
they were looking for a transition to
hand it over to our younger generation

and that will only happen if we create
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wel com ng spaces, if we hear what it is
they want to see in their gardens and in
their green spaces.

So | amvery grateful to
Couci | menber Kendra Brooks for naking
this a priority and I | ook forward, as
the Chair of Public Health, the role
green spaces plays in our overall
heal t h.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAI RVEMBER GAUTHI ER: Ms. Jones,
will you nowread the title of the
resol ution?

THE CLERK: Resolution 240347,
aut horizing the commttee on the
envi ronnment to hold hearings, to exam ne
t he progress made since introduction of
t he Phil adel phia Urban Agriculture Pl an,
to convene agenci es and stakehol ders
needed to nmake further progress and to
create an inplenentation strategy to
expedi tiously neet the goals of the
pl an.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER:  The clerk
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will please call the first panel of
Wi tnesses to testify on the resol ution.
THE CLERK: Conmm ssi oner Susan
Sl awson of Parks and Recreati ons;
Jenni fer Aquilante, Food Policy
Coordi nator with the Phil adel phia
Departnment of Health; and Sara Vernon
Sterman, Chief Program Oficer of the
Rei nvest nent Fund.
CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER  Good
nmorni ng. Please state your nanme for the
record and proceed with your testinony.
M5. SLAWSON: Susan Sl awson,
Comm ssi oner of Parks and Recreation.
ASH RI CHARDS: Ash R chards,
Director of Urban Agriculture,
Phi | adel phi a Parks and Recreati on.
M5. SLAWSON:  Good norni ng,
Chair Gaut hi er.
My nane is Susan S|l awson and |
serve as the Conm ssioner of the
Phi | adel phi a Parks and Recreati on.
Thank you for this opportunity to

di scuss the progress nade since the

Page 16

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee on the Environnment
05/ 08/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

i ntroduction of the Phil adel phia Urban
Agriculture Plan, G owng fromthe Root.
Here with ne today is Ash Ri chards,
urban agriculture director, who has
pi oneered the work devel oped in the
city's first ever urban agriculture
plan. Can we give Ash a round of
appl ause?
I"mgrateful for all the supporters
that are here today as well. | am
pl eased to appear before you today on
behal f of Mayor Parker's adm nistration
and the departnent in support of the
urban agriculture's ten-year plan. W
recogni ze the inportance of investing in
urban agriculture to transform our food
system enrich our environnment and
stabilize our communities. The plan
addresses the systenis structures,
resources and policies necessary to
sustain and grow urban agriculture in
Phi | adel phia and nurture a nore just
| ocal food system

In 2019, PPR began work on the
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city-wi de urban agriculture plan called
G owing fromthe Root, the first plan of
its kind for Phil adel phia focuses on
val ues of transparency, racial and
econom c justice and inclusion. The
urban ag plan was publically | aunched
one year ago in April 2023. G ow ng
fromthe Root of the plan conm ssioned
by the city and grounded in comunity
organi zi ng, PPR worked with
communi ty- based partners to co-devel op
the plan, soil generation of black and
brown. It's a black and brown
grassroots coalition of Phil adel phia
growers and advocates, an interfaced
studi o, a Phil adel phi a-based city
planning firm

PPR | ead the plan's devel opnent,
but its success will rely on
col | aborati on between many city
agencies. Gassroots and
nonprofit organizations, philanthropic
partners, growers and residents across

the city.
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As a project of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, with community val ues at
the center, we're working to co-create a
culturally conpetent and an equity based
approach to ensure residents nost
i npacted are engaged and represented in
the planning. The project teamcarried
out the process according to the val ues
of transparency, racial and economc
justice and inclusion. The goals of the
plan are to increase |land security for
growers, access to grow ng space in al
nei ghbor hoods and stewardship of the
| and.

The | ong-term support for urban
agriculture initiative into the city's
i nfrastructure, policies and prograns
invest in existing in new | ocal systens
necessary to support a sustainable, just
and equitable food systemin
Phi | adel phia, to build | ong-term support
for locally sourced nutritious neals and
i ncrease fresh food access into the

city's infrastructure policies and
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prograns, to be accountable to existing
zero waste communities and create new
ones, to recognize the role urban
agriculture can play in the lives and
| i vel i hoods of people and communiti es.

The purpose is to establish a
ten-year franmework for investing in
urban agriculture and food justice to
uplift Philadelphia s rich history of
urban farm ng and gardening, to confront
the | egacy of structural racism and
| and- based depression in the city, to
outline the resources, policies,
processes and prograns necessary to
sustain urban agriculture as a pernmanent
use in Philadel phia for future
generations and to provide
recommendations to the Gty of
Phi | adel phia and its partners on how to
best support, work, coordinate and
strengthen their work and comunity work
I n urban agriculture.

PPR has taken significant strides

to neet the plans since its release in
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2023 of April. | wll share a few of
urban agriculture's acconplishnents.

Farm Philly has initiated the
I npl ementati on of the recommended 1. 10
to pronote comrunity gardens and farns
in the city as cultural resources that
shoul d be acknow edged in the telling
and preserving of all Philadel phia's
history. Also, FarmPhilly has
successful |l y spearheaded the
establ i shnment of the Eastw ck Comunity
Gardens Support Coalition, fostering
col | aborati on between city agenci es and
community partners. This effort has
significantly strengthened support and
resources for one of the city's ol dest
and nost thriving community gardens,
hi ghl i ghting our dedication to strategic
col | aborati on and sust ai nabl e urban
agriculture initiatives.

Farm Philly has inplenmented al so
1.13, established a | and access program
that provides | ong-term affordable

| eases on public park land for growers
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city wwnd. The |and access program
provi des access for residents who want
to start a conmunity garden, farm
orchard or food forest on park |and and
the interest form an application, has
been translated into six | anguages
ensuring assessability citywide. The
programis bei ng shared across our
partner networks to raise awareness
regarding the opportunity to create
urban agriculture projects on park
| ands. There are two gardens that have
established thus far and the programis
bei ng shared across our partner networks
to raise public awareness.

Farm Philly has also initiated an
I npl ementation of 1.14, facilitating
col | aborati on between PPR and Rebuild
Phi | adel phia to evaluate potential and
the need for garden creation on
preservation at Revel [ph] Recreation
Center -- so while those projects are
going on, we have to nake sure this is

i ncluded. Farm Philly and Revel are
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actively working or rebuilding and
preserving comunity gardens at Francis
Myers and Ki ngsessi ng Recreation Center.
Farm Philly has also initiated,
i npl enmented 2.12, explore the
feasibility of establishing a staff
agriculture and horticulture hub in West
Fai rmount Park as essenti al
i nfrastructure for food production and
envi ronnmental stewardship. The
Agriculture Resource Center is in
devel opnment and is expected to open to
the public in the winter of 2024. It
wi Il serve as an essential public too
library and resource center for the
city's gardening, farmng, horticulture
and environnental stewardship community.
Farm Philly has initiated, also
I npl enent ed support safe fair farners'
mar ket operations. FarmPhilly
col | aborated with the Departnent O
Public Health, the Food Trust, securing
a farmers' nmarket pronotion program a

grant of $500,000. A farners' market
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advi sory group has been established to

i nprove operator and consumer processes,
I ncrease governnent support and raise
publ i c awareness. W produced over
4,000 pounds of fresh, organically grown
produce. All food was donated to
conmuni ty partner organi zations,

Par ksi de Associ ati on and Mount Ver non
CDC, farm vol unteers, Power Corps

menbers and | ocal food fridge. Farm
Philly held 27 weekly volunteer farm
days from June through Novenber, hosted
nmont hly community harvesting and
gardening events at the farmw th
partner organi zations, such as Gill
Track, W Wal k, Healing Through the Land
and Tiny Trekkers, as well as two
student field trips fromlocal schools
and rec centers.

We have engaged over 400 vol unteers
from May t hrough Novenber with over 50
repeat farm volunteers and gave 15
Power Cor ps PHL nenbers an urban

agricul ture workforce devel opnent with
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17 weekly on-site workdays. Over 500
comuni ty nmenbers actively garden at 18
garden sites. Over 25,000 pounds of
food was grown at the garden for
famlies to eat and share within their
comunities. Over 3,000 pounds of food
was donated to food progranms such as
Ready, WIling and Able and Get Fresh
Daily and other food distributions
sites, such as Rodeph Shal om Waters
Menorial African Methodi st Epi scopa
Church and Broad Street Mnistry. W
wor ked days with Power Corps PHL,
engagi ng 12 Power Cor ps' nenbers in
garden mai nt enance proj ects.

Hundr eds of pounds of food was
grown and donated to students and
community nmenbers at recreation centers,
as well as comunity food progranms. W
celebrate the major conplinents that
Parks and Recreation, Farm Philly
program have achi eved i n one year since
the launch of the urban agriculture plan

whi | e al so acknow edgi ng the work that

Page 25

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee on the Environnment
05/ 08/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

remai ns to be done.

Future initiatives include the
urban agriculture task force, nore
publ i c programm ng and an expansi on of
comuni ty conpost networks. This plan
is not only a vision for the future, but
roadmap that is continuously being
i nformed. There are sone minor updates
that will be incorporated into a future
amendnent and | will send all nenbers of
council a revised copy of when they
becone avail able. For all new
counci | renbers that have not yet
received the initial plan, we wll nmake
sure we send that as well.

| would like to thank you for your
support of the urban agriculture plan
and Ash and | are extrenely happy to
answer any questions. Ash will probably
be answering nost of the questions,
honest | y.

CHAI RVEMBER GAUTHI ER: Wonder ful .
Do we have Jennifer Aquilante?

Pl ease state your nane for the
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record and proceed with your testinony.

M5. AQUI LANTE: Good norning, Chair
Gaut hier, Vice Chair Bass and nenbers of
the commttee on the environnment. |'m
Jenni fer Aquilante, Food Policy
Coordi nator for the Phil adel phia
Departnment OF Public Health in the
Di vision of Chronic Disease and Injury
preventi on.

Thank you for this opportunity to
di scuss progress related to the urban
agriculture plan and opportunities for
advanci ng and supporting reconmendati ons
outlined in the plan. The division of
chroni c di sease and injury prevention is
dedi cated to reduci ng the burden of
chroni c disease and injury by creating a
heal t hy, just, safe, livable comunity
for all Philadel phians. A liveable
comuni ty provi des adequate resource to
support health, safety and quality of
life for all people, regardless of their
race, wealth, age, physical ability and

other factors. This includes health
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pronoting infrastructure, comunity
assets and services such as housi ng,
green spaces, transportati on and healthy
and culturally appropriate food.

W know the chal |l enges that face
us. Poverty and high food cost continue
to inpact famlies' ability to afford
heal thy food and contribute to food
insecurity in Philadel phia. Gun
vi ol ence and crine traumati ze
communities and [imt use of parks and
public spaces. Approximtely, 40,000
vacant lots exist in the city and
contribute to blight and safety
concerns. Cimte change and extrene
heat are a threat to our environnent and
can exacerbate chronic conditions.

Supporting urban agriculture
efforts can hel p address many of these
chal | enges and aligns with Myor
Par ker's prom se of a safer, cleaner,
greener city with access to economc
opportunity for all

Urban agriculture is often thought
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of as just growing food, but it's nuch
nore than that. It supports efforts to
enhance the | ocal food system builds
comunity resiliency and pronotes food
and nutrition security. Mny of the
active gardens and farns in the city are
| ocated in areas that have both high
rates of poverty and al so have fewer
stores that sell fresh produce. Urban
agriculture also contributes to safe,
heal t hy and green environnments. Turning
vacant |lots into green spaces can reduce
firearmviolence. Uban agriculture is
connected to physical and psychol ogi cal
heal th benefits, it also preserves
cultural food growi ng practices and
traditions in our city.

Qur division has a history of
supporting urban agriculture in
Phi | adel phia. We work very closely with
Par ks and Recreation. W funded new
farmers' markets in areas of the city
that | ack access to healthy and

affordabl e food. W inplenented the
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Philly Food Bucks Program a nutrition
incentive for SNAP recipients to

i ncrease their purchasing power for
fresh fruits and vegetables at farners'
mar ket s.

Currently, we support and pronote
farnmers' markets throughout the city by
mai ntai ni ng our farmers' market finder
tool and provi de ongoi ng coordi nation
and techni cal assistance to market
operators. Wth state health funding,
we supported Parks and Recreation Farm
Philly program by installing rai sed beds
and new signage at community gardens to
pronote accessibility and awareness and
help to fund the soon-to-cone
Agriculture Resource Center, which wll
serve as a one-stop shop for comunity
nmenbers that want to grow their own
f ood.

In 2019, in partnership with
Rei nvest nent Fund, our division |aunched
t he Phil adel phia Food Justice

Initiative. PFJI funds i nnovative,
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comunity-led projects that strengthen
Phi | adel phia's food assets that have

hi storically not benefited from public

I nvestnments. Qur current food | andscape
contributes to health disparities that
di sproportionally inpact Black and
Latino Phil adel phians. Past and present
structural racismhas contributed to
systenms in which healthy, fresh food is
not al ways accessible and is often
unaf f ordabl e, whil e unhealthy options
abound and are heavily marketed in | ower
I ncome nei ghbor hoods.

Solutions to food injustice nust be
communi ty-i nfornmed and enbody inclusive
and equitabl e processes. PFJI is one
part of our nulti-prong effort to invest
In community partners, strengthen
Phi | adel phia's food assets and work
towards a nore just food system

The breath and depth of
organi zations doi ng food justice work in
this city is amazing. To date, PFJI has

awarded nearly $2 mllion in grants to
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27 grantees to advance community-driven
solutions to historic food injustice. A
few of those grantees are al so providing
testinony today. PFJI prioritized
projects |ed by Black, indigenous and
peopl e of color, immgrants, people with
living wwth disabilities and those with
| i ved experience of health injustice.

O the 27 grantees, 25 are Bl POC- owned
or led, and 18 are owned or |ed by
wonen.

Projects fall into three nain
categories: Food distribution, food
busi ness or retail and urban
agriculture. Al nost half of the funded
proj ects have supported community
gardening or farmng in sone capacity
al ready. Most projects also include
sone educational, marketing or youth
devel opnent conponent.

One current grantee | would like to
mention i s Youth Enpowernent for
Advancenent Hangout, al so known as

YEAHPhi | |y, an organi zation that works
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to create safe and authentic hangout
spaces by providing culturally rel evant
engagenent and inplenmenting team| ed

I nterventions to address the root causes
of violence. Wth PFJI funding, they
were able to conplete the |aunch of

t heir nei ghborhood market in Cctober,
whi ch provides free groceries and
nutrition information to famlies in
West and Sout hwest Philly. The market
is minly led and staffed by ten young
peopl e and the market has served | ust
under 5,000 famlies so far.

Anot her current grantee is Iglesias
Gardens, which ainms to preserve a space
for the people in rapidly changi ng
Norris Square by providing
mul ti-generational activities for their
comunity, creating harnony and bal ance
with |l ocal ecosystens and grow ng edible
fruits, vegetables and plant nedi cine,
they pay tribute to stolen [ and and
devel op a network of support for future

gener ati ons.
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Wth PFJI funding, they hosted
pl anni ng wor kshops, provided two safety
trainings for comunity nenbers and net
with a consultant to support the
instillation of a water line to
facilitate access to water for grow ng
pl ants and for cooking in their outdoor
ki t chen.

Just to nane a few additional
successes, PFJI has increased the nunber
of meal s provided and pounds of
produced, distributed, provided culinary
and gardeni ng wor kshops to residents and
supported the devel opnent of gardens,
community kitchens, food cooperatives
and retail spaces. PFJI would benefit
fromfinancial expansion and
col | aboration with other city
departnments working to create a just,
sust ai nabl e equitabl e food systemt hat
supports our comrunities, econony and
envi ronmnment .

In the | ast application round | ast

year, PFJI received 79 applications,
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totaling $6.1 mllion with one-tine
contributions fromthe Wells Fargo
Open- For - Busi ness Fund and CHOP' s
Heal t hi er Together Program we were able
to fund just $556, 000 of those projects,
which is great, but shows there is great
need for resources to support this

i nportant worKk.

PDPH, the health departnent,
supports the proposal in the resolution
for financial expansion of the existing
Phi | adel phi a Food Justice Initiative to
align with recormendation 1.12 of the
urban agriculture plan, which calls for
t he establishnment and subsi dence of a
food and I and justice fund dedicated to
advanci ng equitable access to food and
| and sources without setting up a
duplicative fund.

Food Justice Funds, simlar to
PFJI, are operating across the country
and do receive investnent fromcity
governnent. For exanple, the Pittsburgh

Food Justice Fund invests in
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comunity-led projects to address food
apartheid. Advocates worked with their
city council representatives to secure
$3, 000,000 in funding in Pittsburgh's
2023 city budget, an inplenentation of
the programis now underway.

The Division of Chronic D sease and
Injury Prevention is committed to
addressing the root causes of chronic
di sease and injury across our city. W
beli eve that access to healthy,
af fordable and culturally appropriate
food and safe vibrant green spaces are
essential to health and well ness for
I ndi vidual s and conmunities. Thus, we
are conmtted to partnering with Parks
and Recreation, farners, gardeners and
food justice advocates to support
i npl enentation of U ban Agriculture Plan
recomendations to ultinmately create a
nore just local food systemin the city.

Thank you.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Thank you

for your testinony and your worKk.
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Clearly, we cannot |et ourselves be
bested by Pittsburgh, so sone inportant
work to do today.

Erica M nes, are you here?

M5. M NES: No.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Ckay. You
are just here in case we need you.

Sara Vernon Sternan, please state
your nane for the record and proceed
wi th your testinony.

M5. VERNON STERMAN:  Sarah Vernon
St er man.

Good norning, Chair Gauthier, Vice
Chair Bass and nenbers of the commttee
on the environnent. | am Sara Vernon
Sterman here from-- | amthe Chief
Program O ficer at Reinvestnment Fund.

Rei nvestnment Fund is a
m ssi on- based | ender, grants
adm ni strator and techni cal assistance
provider and a data anal ysis
or gani zati on headquartered here in
Phi | adel phia. Thank you for this

opportunity to speak about PFJI.
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W are commtted to building a nore
equi tabl e, sustainable and inclusive
food systemthrough our various food
access prograns. Nationally, we are the
fund manager for the Healthy Food
Financing Initiative, HFFlI, for the U S.
Departnent of Agriculture. Locally, we
wel conme opportunities to work with
partners in our honetown, especially
with the Departnent of Public Health, on
t he Phil adel phi a Food Justice
Initiative.

PFJI is a unique programthat has
awarded nearly $2 million in grants to
27 grantees to advance comunity-driven
sol utions of which 25 are BI POC-owned or
| ed, and 18 are | ed by wonen or owned by
wonen.

In this last round, PFJI received
79 applications, which totaled $6.1
mllion. 1In addition to our annual
fundi ng through the Departnent of Public
Heal t h, through one-tine contributions

fromWlIls Fargo Open- For - Busi ness Fund
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and CHOP' s Heal t hi er Toget her Program
we were able to fund nine of these
prograns, totaling $556,000. There is a
great need for nore resources to support
this inportant work.

| would like to offer a few
exanpl es from our grantees.
Nei ghbor hood Land Power Project,
formally known as the Urban Tree
Connection, has partnered with residents
of West Phil adel phia's Haddi ngt on
nei ghbor hood for the past 20 years to
devel op and sustain comrunity-driven
greeni ng and gardeni ng projects. They
have worked wi th nei ghbors in West
Philly to reclaimand transform vacant
lots into beautiful and useful
community green spaces. They are a
Bl POC- |1 ed organi zati on whose purpose is
to cultivate progressive conmunity
| eader ship through food sovereignty and
| and justice practices. Alongside their
nei ghbors, they steward six comunity

gardens and green spaces that pronotes
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sust ai nabl e food production, social and
ecol ogi cal wel |l being and buil di ng
comuni ty power.

In 2022, the loss of the one of
their sites, due to devel opnent, ignited
t he deepening of their conmunity
organi zing efforts to strengthen their
ties to the | and, food sovereignty, and
mul ti generational community enpowernent.
Their efforts have included | eading a
comunity and cityw de, state justice,
| and justice series, to hel p neighbors
and fell ow stakehol ders I earn how to
build strong communities that can
strategi ze agai nst displacenent. The
| and -- and now PP stewards -- not only
preserves precious green spaces, but
provi des education and | eadership
devel opnent of youth and | ocal comunity
menbers to instill resilience for
generations to cone.

Anot her exanple fromlast year's
grantees is the West Phil adel phi a Bunny

Hop, whose mission is to provide free
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food to people through nutual aid
progranm ng that centers the dignity and
respect of the neighbors in need. Bunny
Hop started as a response to an
energency aid during the rise of
COVID-19 cases in April 2020. The
cof ounders, G na Harris and Katie
Briggs, leaning into their network of
chefs, farmers and friends to bring
access to fresh produce and prepared
foods right to their neighbors' doors.
Since April of 2020, Bunny Hop has
been serving various parts of the city,
entirely through vol unteer |abor,
di stributing produce and prepared neal s
via pop-ups in public places, hone
deliveries and drops at community
fridges throughout Philadel phia. They
used their PFJI grant award to establish
addi tional community fridges and
pantries, incorporate nore substanti al
proteins and neals into their offerings,
and devel op educati onal resources on how

to establish a distribution site in your
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own nei ghbor hood.

Bunny Hop is just one exanple of
many nutual aid efforts that exist
across Phil adel phia. Pre and post
pandem c, nei ghbors have served one
anot her and created abundance for a
scarcity. An expansive urban
agriculture plan could provide nei ghbors
and organi zers with the opportunity to
have access to |land and to neet food
access needs for people across the city.
It is possible to address food access in
this city, but it can't be just about
redistributing food that is about to
expire or pouring dollars into
pur chasi ng food fromdistributors.

Nei ghbors need to | earn how to grow food
and be connected with what the |and can
provide. Mitual aid requires everyone's
participation in order to be successful.
An urban agriculture plan that is

i nclusive of the needs of the city and
its residents would be a trenendous step

in the right direction.

Page 42

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee on the Environnment
05/ 08/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Rei nvest nent Fund woul d be eager to
partner with Parks and Recreation,
farmers, gardeners and food justice
advocates to support inplenentation of
an urban agricultural plan
recommendation. Utinmately, we can work
toget her, rather than setting
up duplicative funds, to create a nore
just food systemw th the establishnment
and the subsidence of a food and | and
justice fund dedi cated to advanci ng
equi tabl e access to food and | and
resour ces.

Thank you.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER°  Thank you
for your testinony and for the
Rei nvest nent Fund's investnent in this
critical work

Before | pass things off to the
conm ttee menbers and the | egislation
sponsor for questions and comments, |
have one question for our city partners,
the commi ssioner, and ask -- you all

tal ked ability -- | amreally excited to
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hear about sone of the

acconpl i shments -- particularly the
Agriculture Resource Center, that sounds
very cool. I'mglad to know that's
nmovi ng along and will open soon. | was
interested in hearing fromyou both on
the barriers.

What have the barriers been to
i npl enenting the plan in the tine since
it's been | aunch?

ASH RI CHARDS: | would say -- thank
you. Al so, thank you everyone for
hearing us and for al so asking these
guestions. W appreciate you giving us
the platform

| would say the barriers we have so

far wwth inplenenting the plan -- there
are a few of them | think the
strongest one is -- | say, often, in

this work, that |land security is the
nunber one issue for growers in

Phi | adel phia. Right? The reality is,
don't need to educate anyone on that

panel in front of ne about how to
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unravel, what | call, the spaghetti bow
of land issues in Philadel phia security,
acqui sition, disposition, et cetera.
It's al so not parks and recs'
purview to dive into those el enents,
because we're not -- the land that we
are responsible for is deeded plans, so
it's supposed to stay open space
forever. So we can provide residents of
Phi | adel phia, growers, conmunity
stewards, with access to public | and,
but the key work there is access, that's
why our |and access programis called
| and access program W cannot provide
ownership at this nonent, right, because
that's a deed-restricted piece of |and
and park land. 1In order for us to
convey that, you would have to go
t hrough the courts to do that, right?
So we have done our best in due
diligence to partner al ongside of Be
Strategic Partners and Be Strategic
M nds with the advocates to unravel, you

know, the spaghetti bow of |and
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acquisition and disposition issues and

| and security issues, but we do, in
fact, believe that urban agriculture is
a permanent, viable |and use that needs
to have a path for preservation into the
future. If we don't save them now, we
will not have themin the future. Once
they are gone, they are gone.

There are people in this room
today, particularly from Eastw ck or
from Norris Square nei ghborhood projects
where those projects are 40, 50 years
old. Oten tines, | say to people, when
you see these gardens and they are so
vi brant and vivacious, they are -- all
the benefits you are going to hear from
different testinony today about the
benefits -- | won't bel abor those
points -- but if they weren't there 40,
50 years ago, what woul d be there
i nstead? Think about that.

The second barrier, | would say, is
we have to see the work that's being

done, not just as -- you know, a thought
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partner of mne, Ashley Gipper [ph],
wote a wonderful article tal king about
that this work is not a hobby, it's
community stewardship. The people in
this room who | amincredibly proud to
wor k al ongsi de of, have been stewarding
these I ots for decades, putting in their
own noney, blood, sweat and tears,
raising their children, grow ng old,
dying in these gardens, right, so there
is a level of -- there is a financial,
spiritual, physical, social |evel of
responsibility that we have to work
al ongside themto see them as stewards.
So what can we do to sort of step
up as a city to work with these folks to
preserve these spaces? Stewardship,
when you go to a garden, they are
actually doing the city areally
wonderful favor. They are taking lots
t hat have been abandoned, you know,
| andl ords woul d have abandoned those
lots, and they are turning theminto

beauti ful educational spaces, an oasis,
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safe spaces for people to growold in
and people to play in.

Seei ng people as a conmunity
steward, that has al so been a chall enge,
because we have to realize this is the
land -- it's one of the only | and uses
in the city that's unrecogni zed. You
have an entire agricultural sector here.
If you | ook at the industrial users,

t hey have a sector, they have a | and
use. |If you | ook at the devel opers,
t hey have a sector, devel opnent, and
they have a | and use, commerci al,
residential. Wat does the urban
agriculture? W don't have one. W
have to change that.

Then | would say the third and
| ast barrier to inplenmenting the plan is
going to be resources. So our goal at
Parks and Rec, | believe we can enbrace
our responsibility to pronote food
sovereignty and sel f-determ nati on of
comunities to grow their own food by

bei ng a provider of |and, resources and
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education, right?

So what have we done? W do a |ot
of fundraising to build up resources.
The goal, for us, is any person,
regardl ess of creed, or social status or
cl ass, can cone to Parks and Rec and be
able to put -- get, fromus, free seeds,
free tools, free use of education and
training, et cetera, conpost, nulch and
you can build gardens and farns all over
the city. The sane way that you can
borrow a book or go to our sw nmmi ng pool
for free, you can also get resources to
grow for free. That's our vision.

So how can we enbrace, you know, a
budget that would say, all right, let's
use tax dollars to not just pour into
food access work, where we're giving out
food, but also pour our tax dollars into
resources that will allow people to grow
their own food. That's, | think, the
third thing | wll say, is the barrier
where we want to see growmh in. City

Council, you know, gave us a wonderfu
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budget | ast year. W were able to bring
on two urban green coordinators to build
our capacity, so we would | ove to see
that extended to the public services and
infrastructure that we're building for
Urban Agriculture into the future.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER°  Thank you so
much for those inportant points.

Commi ssi oner, anything to add?

M5. SLAWSON: No. | think she has
covered it. | believe stewardship
t hroughout our systemis critical to
what we do. \When you think about the
stewardshi p you have here today, we have
friends' groups, we have 140 friends'
groups that steward our parks. | have
to say, without those friends' groups,
we woul dn't be able to manage our parks.
So the support we get fromcomunity
menbers, fromresidents that live in the
city, it's critical to the work of Parks
and Recreation, because there is just no
way that we can nmanage our stewardship.

They actually -- speaking of
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stewardship, it's a small group of
peopl e, sanme as agriculture, Urban Ag,
it's a small group of people serving a
huge nunber of volunteers that they work
with day in, day out. One person is
responsi ble for 36 park groups. That
turns out to be about 2,000 people. So
our stewardship -- | want to just thank
those of you that are here that are
working with us that are providing this
here support and nmeki ng sure that Urban
Agriculture is noving forward, but
stewardshi p throughout the Cty of

Phi | adel phia is priceless. It is our
responsibility to ensure that we can
provide themw th the necessary tools
because we need them W need themto
continue to do what they do to support
the Gty of Philadel phia.

ASH RI CHARDS: Yes, that's correct.
Thank you, Conm ssioner. And | just
want to let the record show that | ama
nonbi nary person, | use they/them

pronouns. Thank you, for future
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reference.

CHAI RMEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Thank you
Thank you so much. | amgoing to
tenporarily pass it over to Coucil nenber
O Rourke while | step out, so we can
continue with questions for the panel.

CHAl RVEMBER O ROURKE: For any
ot her col |l eagues that may have any
gquestions, | want to first acknow edge
counci | woman, Ni na Ahnad.

CHAl RVEMBER AHMAD: Questi ons about
sone of these gardens. | see fromdata
that was that in 2020, there were 299
total gardens and farns, | gather. O
t hose, how many of those are owned
i ndustrial sites and were these
remedi ated and nmade sure that these were
safe to be used as gardens?

ASH RI CHARDS: So, Counci |l nenmber,
I''mnot sure where you got that data
from It's possible that is attached
to soneone else's testinony in the room

CHAl RVEMBER AHVAD: It's from

Phi | adel phi a Urban Agriculture Pl an,
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Gow ng fromthe Root, 2023.

ASH RI CHARDS: Ch, okay. |I'mlike,
what are you | ooking at over there? So
t he anmount of gardens that are on
i ndustrial uses are actually very
little. If you |look at the zoning
code -- so, in 2012, the council passed,
with the city planning conm ssion, a new
zoni ng code that would allow for Urban
Agriculture to take place in the
majority of each of the codes, which is
monunental . There are sone cities that
do not allow Urban Agriculture to happen
in residential areas or conmercia
areas. W actually allowthat, to a
certain extent. Wen you see Urban
Agriculture intersecting with the
i ndustrial |and use codes, you are
usual ly going to see sonething that is
on a greater scale or animal keeping,
but we don't have a | ot of exanples of
that; very little in Phil adel phia. W
do have ani nal keepers in Phil adel phi a,

of course, but not to the extent of an
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I ndustrial use.

Second to that, when you tal k about
safety. So, in 2017, the Food Policy
Advi sory Council, where Erica Mnes is
stewarding that group in the Ofice of
Sustai nability, we produced a soil
safety report for the Gty of
Phi | adel phia and we al ways go back to
that. So any tine that the gardeners
are establishing new gardens, the
nomencl ature that we use across the
board is to grow into raised beds. |If
you are going to grow directly into
ground, you have to get soil tested. |If
you are going to grow on park |and, we
definitely require that, grow ng
aboveground and rai sed beds, but
soneti mes, you know, people can start
gardens in their backyard. W highly
recommend to do that. Philadelphiais a
postindustrial city. It is highly
likely there is lots of |ead and ot her
chem cal s, heavy netals in our soil, so

we want to make sure people are not
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growmng in that soil directly.
Thankful ly, there are a |l ot of resources
i n Phil adel phia to all ow people to have
access to topsoil and conpost for free
or at a low cost, so there really is no
reason for folks to growin ground if
they don't have to.

CHAl RVEMBER AHVAD: | f they did,
the composting is done by whom and who
bears the cost?

ASH RI CHARDS: That's a great
question. Maybe folks in the room can
benefit fromthis. |If you want to get
your soil tested, you are typically
going to go to your extension office.
Qur extension office is run by Penn
State. You look up Penn State extension
office. They run the soil tests. So
we're working with them actually, to
start to figure out how we can nake
those soil tests nore approachable, so
when you get your diagnostic back,
you're not pulling your hair out and

sayi ng, oh, ny gosh, there is lead in ny
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soil, you kind of have to look at it
with a nore scientific lens to say, what
I s acceptable for human consunption, et
cetera, so we actually do partner with
Penn State to do that work.

CHAl RVEMBER AHMAD: And who bears
t he cost?

ASH RI CHARDS: The cost is not ny
favorite, | amjust going to put that
out there.

There are two tests you can do.
There is one test that wll show you the
nutrients, how much potassi um do you
have in your soil, how much potassium
how nmuch nitrogen, that test is actually
somewhat affordable, let's say anywhere
from $15 to $25 and they'll give you an
entire list of the nutrients in your
soil. The problemthat | have with the
test, which we are working on, is that
i f you want to test for heavy netals,
that's an additional cost, and | think,
in the context of Phil adel phia, that

m ght be quite unfair, because if | have
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a backyard, | want to at | east test ten
spots to get a good overview. If you
have a community garden, you are | ooking
at dozens. So think about this, if |
have one test and it's, let's call it 20
bucks for the nutrients, plus $30 for
the lead and $40 for the other heavy
netals, the cost goes up and up and up
and that's per board soil test. You
woul d have to pay for that.

CHAI RVEMBER AHVAD: So, at the
nmonment, the person using the space is
paying for it?

ASH RICHARDS: That's correct.

CHAl RVEMBER AHMAD: Ckay, so that's
for the consuner to do that.

So maybe this is a place where the
Rei nvest nent Act could invest to | ower
that cost, because we're asking children
to go --

ASH RI CHARDS: Yes.

CHAI RMEMBER AHVAD: W are asking
the children to go on these sites,

right?
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ASH RI CHARDS: Correct.

CHAI RMEMBER AHVAD: And learn this
and pass on all of this, you know,
farm ng, whatever they are doing there,
to pass it on to the next generation, we
have to nake it safe.

ASH RICHARDS: | conpletely agree
wi th you.

CHAl RVEMBER AHVAD: It woul d be
great, wi th whoever we can find, we can
just have these certificates for the
spaces done once, because we're not
going to have industrial contam nation
anynore, once you have done it once, and
when people go to find a piece of |and,
they can get that certification to be
cl ear, what they are doing their Urban
Ag on.

ASH RI CHARDS: That's absolutely
correct. | agree with you. |It's good
to hear that potentially is a priority
for the council menbers, of course, the
soil safety. That definitely is a

priority for us. W really try to
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encourage the public to understand their
soil. You should be testing regardl ess
of the heavy netal content. You should
be testing to know if you shoul d put
nore conpost in your garden, right? You
m ght be over-nutrienting your plants.
The idea for folks to soil test is --
for some, it's like the back of their
hand, and for sone, they have never done
it before. That definitely is a
priority for us to reduce the cost of
those tests. Unfortunately, we are not
the providers of the test, so we have to
partner with themstrategically to think
about --

CHAl RVEMBER AHVAD: They have a $14
billion surplus, they could put a little
bit to Penn State to underwrite this.

We have lots of noney |ying around and |
t hi nk you have to be creative and ask
people to partner with this. |If we have
a tool kit for sonmeone who wants to
start an urban garden, | would | ove for

this to be a part of it, like a
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certification to say, this is safe |and
to do this on.

Thank you very nuch. That's
wonder f ul .

CHAI RVEMBER O ROURKE: Thank you,
Counci | woman. The chair recogni zed
councilman JimHarrity.

CHAI RMEMBER HARRI TY:  Good
af ternoon, everyone. |'ma gardener. |
|l ove growing. | do it all the tinme. |
live in Kensington in an area that
doesn't see a |lot of green spaces. |
found, in ny own thing, that sonething
as sinple as putting flowers out on your
street gives the kids a sense of pride,
it makes them feel good. | go down the
shore in the sumertine, and on the way
back, | stop at the farnms and | buy the
flats of flowers and then we get
together with the kids and we pl ant
them | took flower boxes and got them
all over the block and it's great.

Al so, a point of information, there

is funding through the state. | worked
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on it in ny past life wth Senator
Street when | was his Chief of Staff.
The funding, | believe the grants are up
$50, 000, can be used for everything
except payroll, so equipnent, |and,
testing, that's all okay, so for a point
of reference, for those who know.

| would |Iove to see nore of this,
because | know that food insecurity is
real, it's real in neighborhoods Iike
mne. W do the lunch program | know,
iIf we don't do that lunch program that
nost of the kids on ny block will not
eat that day, which is very sad. W
question is, how do we get nore farnms in
the City of Phil adel phia so we can feed
our own people? That's, for ne, what
Urban Ag is about. These people don't
do it as a business, they do it out of
t he kindness of their heart to help
ot her people. Feeding people is a big
need in the Gty of Philadel phia,
especially fruits and veget abl es, which

usual ly go by the waysi de when you live
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I n a neighborhood |Ii ke mne and nost
people are just going to the

corner store and buyi ng sandw ches, you
know, tonmatoes or anything they get is
what is put on the sandw ch.

Qur kids eating healthier has got
to be the goal. | know that sonething
as sinple as that will also help drop
the crinme. Wen people aren't hungry,
crime goes down. Wien peopl e have food,
the crinme goes down. |It's not rocket
science. M only questionis, what's it
going to cost for us to expand this to
every nei ghborhood in the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a, because we can be feedi ng
our own people. | believe that's the
kind of stuff that the city should be
doing, that's the stuff we should be
funding. How can we hel p?

M5. SLAWSON: That's the question
and it's always funding, but that would
be an answer we woul d have to get back
to you on, because we don't have the

nunmbers of what it would |ook |like to do
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this throughout the Gty of

Phi | adel phia. W can cone up w th what
we believe a possible plan is and we
would be willing to get that back to
you.

CHAI RVEMBER HARRI TY:  Yeah,
woul d be curious to see that.

M5. SLAWSON: | don't have what
that | ooks |ike --

CHAI RMEMBER HARRI TY: Ch, |'m sure.
There are a ot of different things that
go into it, as you have already stated.
Land, of course, is probably --

ASH RICHARDS: It's the policy.
It's legal access to | and.

CHAI RVEMBER HARRI TY: W have
plenty of city-owned |and that we could
be usi ng.

The only ot her questions | have is,
are there prograns for people who want
rai sed beds at their house, say? |Is
there any programthat will supply the
rai sed beds so we can actually do this

at our backyards?
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ASH RI CHARDS: Absol utely.

CHAl RVEMBER HARRI TY: Some of us
who live in different areas have
concrete and not grass, SO --

ASH RICHARDS: |'Il start with
answering that question, which is, there
is a group, Bartram Garden and Sankofa

Comunity Farns --

CHAl RVEMBER HARRI TY: |I'mfrom
southwest. | terrorized Bartram Garden
for years.

ASH RI CHARDS: They do that work.
CHAI RVEMBER HARRI TY: So t hey
supply rai sed beds for the nei ghborhood?
THE CLERK: They do that work.
There is a brilliant person, Hasha
@ over, Sankofa Community farm that's
run by Ty Hol nberg and Chris
Bol den- Newsone, who al so does that work,
and so that's being done -- so not on
the city side, that's on the private
side or the nonprofit side or the
busi ness side. Those groups are doi ng

that work in Sout hwest.
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CHAI RMEMBER HARRI TY:  Sout hwest has
been an Urban Ag case for years since |
was a kid.

ASH RI CHARDS: Then, on the city
side, we just started to pilot this type
of work -- we just wrapped up our pilot,
which is to do deliveries -- projects
that are not on park |land, can we
del i ver conpost, mulch and resources to
t hose --

CHAl RVEMBER HARRI TY: Exactly.

ASH RICHARDS: So we ran the pilot.
W put inalittle bit of infusion. W
rented sonme trucks, used sonme of our
staff time, and the result is, we were
so highly received, that at this point,
the next step is, okay, well, how do we
institute sonething like this so that we
can do in perpetuity? Right now, we're
just at the pilot stage of how we do
that. On the city side, we're really
| ooki ng at public spaces and publicly
accessi bl e spaces, so we have to be

careful about getting into the
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resi denti al busi ness, because those are
private space, they are not public
spaces or public park lands. | think
we're going to have to think about this
internally of how we do that and nake
sure it's equitable and fair.

CHAI RVEMBER HARRI TY:  Absol utely.
| thank you for your service and | thank
everyone here for what you are doing for
your community. | fully believe in
this. | believe that we should be
grow ng our own food to feed our people.
In a country like the United States,
nobody shoul d be hungry. The harsh
reality is | see it every day on the
faces of the kids on ny block. |
appreciate you guys. |I'min for
whatever. |1'Il tell you what, I'll be
planting this weekend. MW wife won't
l et nme put any nore plants in the house,
that's why | started putting them
out si de on the bl ock.

ASH RI CHARDS: And just one nore

factoid is that 70 percent of all of our
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gardens fall in neighborhoods that are
maki ng | ess than $25,000 for the annual
medi an i ncome. So we know that the
gardens, 60 to 70 percent of them are
falling in poor, working class, Black
and brown nei ghborhoods. That is just
to tell you, on the flip side, the

i npact that gardens are having. |If we
want to increase that, there is going to
be nore of a positive inpact.

CHAI RMEMBER HARRI TY: The fact that
you guys are giving out the soil and the
mul ch and all, like |I said, | garden,
dirt, mulch, it's expensive. You know,
to fill a bed that's only, let's say,
six foot or sonething, you are talking
about six large bags of dirt, which is
about 60 sonething dollars of a budget,
but if you weigh it out on how nuch food
and how nuch noney you are going to
save -- all sumer long, | don't pay for
a tomato. | can go right outside, pick
cherry tomatoes and take it right back

in the house and I'mgood to go. You
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guys know, vegetabl es are not cheap.

Thank you.

CHAI RMEMBER O ROURKE: Thank you,
Council man Harrity.

| just wanted to enphasize | am
struck by the factoid you just gave
about 70 percent of active gardens and
farms have been | ocated in high poverty
areas. Qoviously, this being a very
Black town, that's a | ot of Black babies
that ain't eating, so thank you again
for lifting that point. [t certainly
resonat es.

The chair recogni zes | eader, Kendra
Br ooks.

CHAI RMEMBER BROCKS: Thank you so
much. | just want to do this thing.
How many people in this roomare
actual ly gardeners and farners? | just
want you to stand up.

Before | start asking ny questions,
| had to do that, because a |ot of tines
when the roons are filled, they think

it's governnent fol ks, folks here to
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speak, folks from organizations, but |
know in Philly, we grow, that's what we
do, right? W don't talk about it.

It's part of our life. It's what we do.
| just wanted to recogni ze all of you
guys that are here. The farm | have not
been to, I"'mgoing to put on ny list,
because | have been anmazed by what |
have seen from Roxborough to South
Philly, from North Phil adel phia to

Sout hwest. | have seen sone amazi ng
gardens sone amazing farns, cows and

chi ckens and goats and stuff. | didn't
even know we had those in corners in
Philly. Thank you for all the work that
you do.

Comm ssi oner Sl awson, | really do
appreciate you taking tine to be here
today to see ny second passion. W have
connected on ny first | ove, because your
know | love nmusic. This is nmy second
| ove. Thank you so much for taking the
time to be a part of this. | know you

are kind of newto this part, you know,
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Par ks and Rec, so thank you. | really
do appreciate you and the tinme to cone
to be a part of this hearing.

M5. SLAWSON:  Thank you. |
actually grew up on a farm M
grandparents were sharecroppers. |
wor ked in tobacco fields until | was 15.
| went outside and picked everything I
ate, so this is not -- this, in
Phi | adel phia, is newto ne, but this is
my life. W still have our farm W
still grow food. | amvery famliar
with the process.

CHAI RMEMBER BROCKS: So | have sone
questions for you.

Ash, thank you. W have been doi ng
this work for three years trying to get
to this point and we're finally here.
The hearing is here and we're noving
this forward. Thank you for all the
i nformati on that you've been gathering
and building during building this Urban
Ag pl an.

My question is -- | know you guys
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have done so nmuch over this |ast year,
but I want you to tal k about what is the
wor k of the Urban Ag plan and Parks and
Recs and what you guys will be focusing
on for the next year?

ASH RI CHARDS: That's a great
question. Thank you. Wat we're going
to be focusing on in the next year is
that -- the plan was done within COVID.
I just want to acknow edge that, because
sonme folks didn't nmake it out of COVID.
COvVID, | think, showed our departnent
how critical and vital having a
| ocal i zed | ocal food supply is. Also,
nore inportantly, there was so nuch
mut ual aid work that was com ng out of
the COVI D pandem c. \Wat we recogni ze,
I think, is that communities in
Phi | adel phi a and beyond have been doi ng
mut ual aid work for decades, they just
didn't call it that. There is a |evel
of sharing and peer-to-peer know edge
that we just want the support. Parks

and Rec, we're not here to extract or
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exploit the workers, the fol ks who are
doing the work. W are here to support
t hem doi ng what they need to do in order
to have sone success in agriculture.

So over this next year, our focus,
we're going to focus on getting
everybody back in the roomto talk
through a task force -- we mght call a
task force or sonething else akin to
that -- but, virtually, when we were
doing the Urban Agriculture plan, we
split the roomup. The steering
commttee was very packed into equa
parts, city council, city people, so
city admnistration, city council. Then
we had nonprofits and institutions and
then we actually have the people who are
doi ng the work, the gardeners and the
farmers. W want to put all these
peopl e back in the room-- because there
is aten-year plan -- and cone up with a
prioritization listing for the next
several years, especially in this

adm ni stration, what do we want to
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achi eve, what do we want to get done,
what do we want to fundraise for. Parks
and Rec, we don't want to make those
decisions in isolation, we want to make
t hose deci sions on a community scal e,
comunity | evel

Alot of the initiatives in the
Urban Ag plan are going to be
community-1led, so how do we support them
financially or socially to get those
done. The task force is definitely one
of them The second is to roll out the
Agriculture Resource Center into a
library. That is going to all ow
residents to borrow tools from Parks and
Rec to do community stewardship projects
or whether you are working on fruit
orchards, gardens and farns, you'll be
able to borrow a sl ew of tools,
comuni ty engagenent tools, grills, you
know, barbecues, projectors, augers,
shovel s, broons, whatever you need to
get your job done, your stewardship

done, we will be able to borrow that.
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That project wll hopefully get rel eased
inthe fall or the wintertinme of this
year. The hope is that we woul d have a
year's worth of public programm ng after
that. So teaching people how to can
food, harvest food, how do you do too
mai nt enance and all these different

t hi ngs that people need to understand so
they could do this work safely. That's
anot her project that we will be working
on.

We' Il al so hopefully be working on
rel ocati ng our municipal farnms. W do
have a farm we do produce food on the
city level and that's fascinating and
exciting because there are not many
cities doing this. So we are at one
acre right now Qur hope is to expand
the farmand relocate the farmin West
Fai rmount Park and reestablish it as an
educati on and public production farm
So building out a farm school for our
young people to cone to and train with

us and work with us. W have al ready
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started working with PowerCorp PHL, so
we woul d hope we can open it up to PYN,
t he school district, and other partners
to do that work as well.

Then, | think, again, are hope is
that we can build out a seed library. |
nenti oned the COVI D pandem ¢, because
when COVI D happened, it wasn't just the
food that was flying off the shelves,
when we went to the hardware store, al
t he seeds were gone, too. W don't have
a local seed supply. There are anmazing
seed exchanges happening in
Phi | adel phia, but wouldn't it be
fantastic if someone can go to
the library, for exanple, and be able to
borrow seeds fromthe library and return
t hose seeds. So working with partners
at the free library to start thinking
about collection for agriculture is
sonmet hing that we are exploring now as
wel | .

CHAI RMEMBER BROOKS: Thank you for

t hat .
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Can you al so speak about what nakes
Phi | adel phia's Urban Agriculture and
garden ecosystem uni que? | have heard
that our city's Urban Agriculture scene
Is an international nodel, so tell nme a
little but nore about that.

ASH RI CHARDS: Absolutely. 1 also
honestly feel |ike you are going to hear
a lot of that today from ot her
testinony, so I'll keep it brief and say
t hat Phil adel phia is certainly unique.

It is |looked at as an international
nodel. O course, we're here to sustain
this work.

In Philly, you can go to a garden
and you wi Il have people -- for exanple,
one of our gardens in Cobbs Creek, you
have sout hern African American people
who are working wth non-English
speaki ng Korean comunity nenbers and
sonehow they are able to conmuni cate and
wor k together and farmtogether. The
gardens are one of the only places,

really, if you ook at our city, our
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different space in the city, one of the
only places that are free, where you
will see, regardless of ethnicity,

cl ass, gender, age, people working

t oget her and coal esci ng; in planning,
what we call the third spaces. This is
the third space where, outside of your
home and outside of your job or school,
this is a place where people can cone to
for free. That is what is unique about
Phi | adel phia, the anmpbunt of cultures.
There are dozens -- you know,

French- speaki ng West African peopl e,

Kor ean- speaki ng people, who are
refugees, sadly, fromtheir hone com ng
here and able to acclimate in

Phi | adel phia through a garden. | am
tal ki ng about Grow ng Hone Garden, if
you' ve never been there.

Philly al so has Saul H gh School,
Lankenau, the U School, these amazing
young peopl e who are produci ng products
that, you know, you may or nmay not get a

chance to eat or taste -- | highly
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recommend it -- but they are nuaking
cheese as Saul Hi gh School. They are
maki ng hot sauce at Sankofa Conmunity
Farmat Bartrams Garden. There is this
beautiful way that we're tackling waste,
we' re tackling workforce devel opnent,
we' re tackling youth engagenent all in
one space. That's what nakes

Phi | adel phia unique. It's very
autononous and it's really
community-led. It's very nmuch so that
the gardeners are the ones who are

| eadi ng their spaces and they are al so
the ones who are advocating on their own
behalf. In this room you'll see
advocates here that are actually
gardeners, whereas in other cities the
advocates are nonprofit folks or city
fol ks or what have you, folks are
showi ng up and doi ng the work and they
have been doing that for decades now,
hence why we even have an Urban Ag pl an,
because we had a strong advocacy in

Phi | adel phi a.
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Thank you for that question.

CHAI RVMEMBER BROOKS: Looking at the
map of the Urban Agriculture |ocations
in the Uban Ag plan, it's amazing how
communi ty gardens and Urban Agriculture
sites are spread across the entire city.

What did your departnent |earn
about the best endeavors of the Urban
Agriculture in Philadel phia when putting
together this particular plan? For ne,
| was really surprised. Wen | was
canpai gni ng, when we did the work around
the US Bank |iens, every part of the
city I was in was affected by the US
Bank liens. | was, |ike, Roxborough,
Manayunk, people were |ike, thank you

for saving, you know, this plot of |and

we were working on during COVID. | was
really surprised. Wen | | ooked
initially, | saw only the addresses in,

like, North Philly, West Philly, but to
see the entire city inpacted, | would
| ove for you to talk a little nore about

that. How did you put all of that
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together? Wat are we doing to maintain
t hat ?

ASH RI CHARDS: | think one of the
bi ggest things that | reflect on during
the Urban Agriculture planning process
is how determ ned the growers are in
Phi | adel phia. Wen we had our first
neeting for the Urban Agriculture plan,
it was Decenmber 3rd. It was cold. It
was in Center City at the free library
and over 300 people showed up. | can't
brag about that, because there were
peopl e standing, not able to sit down,
which is not ny hope for a public
neeting, but it just showed us that this
is a strong constituency. Again, this
IS a sector that has been really largely
i gnored over the years. R ght? So we
| earned that and said, okay, how can we
be a | eader in this space and how can we

encourage our sister agencies to do the

sanme. | think one of the things we have
al so | earned along the way -- just a
real ly qui ck anecdote -- | was stopped

Page 80

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee on the Environnment
05/ 08/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

out of nowhere by soneone who wor ks at
DHS. She said to ne, as a Bl ack woman,
who said Ash, | went to Saul H gh Schoo
and | wanted to beconme a farnmer, |
wanted to keep working in the space, but
there was no opportunities for nme after
| graduated. So that got ne thinking,
there is absolutely a disconnection for
our young peopl e graduating from
beautiful schools |ike Saul H gh School
or Lankenau H gh School, where there is
nowhere to go after that. Wen you have
HVCUs and all of these amazing
institutions, Cheyney University, who
have beautiful agriculture prograns, but
the connection fromour city to those
universities is very weak or
nonexi stent, so who is working on that?
In each of the categories -- waste,
what do we | earn about waste? Philly
| oves to conpost. Let's |everage that.
Let's |l everage that. People want to do
this work. People are paying to get

their food conposted, so how do we
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| everage that and how do we nake sure we
can reduce the waste. Philly has an
amazing i ssue with short dunping. How
do you link those two things together,
envi ronnmental justice, short dunping and
conposti ng.

CHAI RVEMBER BROCKS: Right.

ASH RICHARDS: So all throughout
the sectors of the plan. The people
part. There is a people chapter in the
pl an because the people are the ones who
hold this together. There is a |land
chapter because land is the central
focus. |If we don't have the |and, then
all of our efforts are noot. In 25
years if none of this exists, then
everyt hi ng we have been working on today
wll be noot. W have to focus on the
| and. Those are a | ot of the takeaways
that | personally have gotten out of the
pl anni ng process.

Clearly, the people are still
determ ned. They are still show ng up.

It neans this plan is not going to
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collect dust. | truly believe the
people in this roomare going to help us
advance this plan into conpletion.

CHAI RMEMBER BROCOKS: Thanks again
for all of your work. | look forward to
this partnership with the conm ssi oner
and you and how we can nove this
forward. | amalways so thrilled when |
see all the fol ks com ng together around
this. | always say, when | sit here, |
feel bad, because this job prevents ne
fromtending to ny |land the way |
should. It encourages nme to go hone to
get it together.

Thank you.

ASH RI CHARDS: Thank you so nuch.

CHAI RMEMBER BROCKS: | have
questions for Jennifer Aquilante. |
want to thank you for all your anmazing
wor k and adm ni stering the Phil adel phia
Food Justice Initiative. M office has
heard great -- heard about great gardens
and conmunity nenbers, how these grants

have hel ped their gardens and their
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farns or their nei ghborhoods.

What i npact have you seen the
grants have on those who have received
t henf?

MS. AQUI LANTE: | think we have
seen great inpact. Sone of the things
that | nentioned in ny testinony, in
terms of neal s bei ng produced, produce
bei ng grown and distributed in the
community, | think it's having a
communi ty-w de i npact, but al so hel ping
grow and support the gardens and farns
that are already -- that have already
been created. Part of PFJI was -- the
reason we created it was to support --
simlar to what Ash was saying -- to
just lift up and support comrunity work
that's already happening in the city
versus us reinventing the wheel, but
it's providing resources and support and
funds to support gardens to grow if they
need additional resources, staff,
equi pment to help themto be able to

expand their services and resources,
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grow nore food, expand who they are
supporting. W have seen, |ike |I have
said, nore produce being grown and

di stributed, nore youth devel opnent
conponents, so adults and youth being
educated as part of garden workshops, so
educati on happeni ng.

PFJI al so supports other projects
that aren't just Urban Ag rel ated, but |
think we can share sone nore of our
findings. W're actually working on an
assessnent right now to evaluate all the
projects as part of the PFJI program
W're trying to break down the project
and show specific inpacts fromall the
projects so we can share that with you
when that's conpl ete.

CHAI RVMEMBER BROOKS: |If you can
share that with us, that woul d be great.
The Phi | adel phia Food Justice
Initiative is a rare city programthat
connects regular comunity nenbers with

grants they need to expand their

on-t he- ground worKk.
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Wiy is it so inportant that we nake
sure that community gardens and farns
have the resources fromthe city?

M5. AQUILANTE: | think I would
just repeat what a | ot of people -- what
Ash has already said. |It's inportant
that the city supports this work. W
know a | ot of the partners that are
doing this and the barriers that cone
into play with sonme of it. Like | said,
we received 79 applications just this
past round. People are allowed to
request up to $100,000 in grants, so
that was $6 million worth of funding
that was requested, so we know t he need
is there. They don't always have the
resources to support and pronote this
work or there m ght be small barriers,
i ke paying for the soil testing, you
know, buying equi pnent to do work in
their garden. How can we -- even if
they are small investnents, help support
that work and keep those opportunities

open and hel p expand and encourage nore
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gardening and farmng in the city? |
think it's very inportant that it's
ci ty-funded.

CHAI RMEMBER BROCKS: Sone of the
wor k that you do, what is sone of the
details, |like positives you see, results
you see when the city acknow edges and
recogni zes the work of comunity nenbers
t hrough grants; does it enhance the
nei ghbori ng community? Do you see -- |
know you sai d you are working on
assessnents now. Does it expand the
anount of volunteerismthat cones up
around a particular initiative that you
funded? Do you have any anal ysis of
t hat ?

MS. AQUI LANTE: |'msorry, can you
repeat the --

CHAl RVEMBER BROOKS: When the city
acknow edges or supports the work that
it is funding, have you noticed an
expansi on of support fromcommunity
menbers or report back from any grantees

that nore -- their initiatives were
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enhanced because of the additional
funding that the city was able to offer?
M5. AQUI LANTE: Yes, definitely.
We have project reports that the
grantees submt at the end. There are
actually quarterly updates that they
provi de, but they al so provide fina
grantee reports that summari ze the work
t hat they have done throughout the year.
Most of themreport, you know,
appreciating the fund, how hel pful it
was to hel p expand their prograns, how
great it would be if there was nore
avail able, how it helps build the
partnerships in the conmmunity. W have
also tried to do nore networking within
the initiative to connect grantees. W
had a partner convening a coupl e weeks
ago, that was with just our nutrition
and physical activity program and sone
of the grantees cane out for that and
connected and networked with each other.
| think we're always trying to nmake

connections to our other internal
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prograns with other departnents, |ike
Par ks and Recreation | guess, sort of
connected with groups and partners and
I n those spaces. | think we definitely
are seeing benefits in inpact and
heari ng positive feedback fromthe
grantees that we have been able to work
wth. As | nentioned, a few of them
will be providing testinony as well

t oday.

CHAl RVEMBER BROOKS: Thank you so
much for your tinme and all the work you
do for our gardens and farns in the
city.

M5. AQUI LANTE: Thank you.

CHAI RVEMBER BROCKS: | have
questions for Sara Vernon Sternman.

Good norning. | want to begin by
t hanki ng you so nuch for the
Phi | adel phi a Food Justice Initiative.
We are very grateful for your work and
the inpact it has on our nei ghborhoods.

My question is, are there unnet

needs that the Food Justice Initiative
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woul d be able to address with nore
fundi ng?

M5. VERNON STERMAN.  There
definitely are. | think that the
statistic you' ve heard a couple tines
now about having received $6 mllion of
requests in the past round and only
bei ng able to fund $559, 000 t owards t hat
anount speaks to how nuch need and how
much of a gap exists. W would be happy
to adm ni ster much nore to qualified
applicants if nore resources were nade
avai | abl e.

CHAl RVEMBER BROOKS: So for a $6
mllion request, how many applications
around about, if you know?

M5. VERNON STERMAN: | believe that
was 79 applications.

CHAl RVEMBER BROOKS: And how nany
applications were you able to fill?

M5. VERNON STERVMAN.  We were abl e
to fill nine of them

CHAI RMEMBER BROCKS: Thank you so

nmuch.
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M5. VERNON STERVMAN: And t hat
was -- I'Il just add that that was with
a one-tinme supplenent, a private
suppl enment com ng from Wells Fargo
Open- For - Busi ness and CHOP' s Heal t hi er
Toget her Program so it was an extra
amount of resources that wouldn't
necessarily be avail able on an ongoi ng
basi s.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER. You know,

t hank you so much for sharing that with

us.

M5. VERNON STERMAN:  Sure. Thank
you.

CHAl RVEMBER O ROURKE: Thank you,
Madam Chai r .

| know this has kind of already
been broached by Counci | woman Ahmad, but
| just want to state it again and have
you respond to it specifically.

As | understand, the Reinvestnent
Fund is what adm nisters the
Phi | adel phi a Food Justice Initiative.

Can you speak to how the initiative
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coul d be expanded and what nore inpact
you can have with the expanded budget
for that progranf

M5. VERNON STERMAN:  Sure. |If nore
resources were nmade avail able, we would
be able to serve nore grantees.
Dependi ng on the capacity of the
grantee, sonme of those grants are
smal l er, sone of themare larger, so it
woul d depend how nuch nore noney was
made avail abl e on an annual basis. Part
of what's inportant is the ongoing basis
for funding. So, in addition to
certainly being interested in nore noney
in a single year, the ongoing
availability so that organi zations can
be t hi nki ng, oh, you know, this is
sonet hing we can reach for in future
years, we're not ready for it now, but
it's sonmething that we aspire to.
Knowi ng that availability is actually a
really big deal in the work that we do.
That's sonething that | would al so point

toin this.
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CHAl RVEMBER O ROURKE: Thank you
very, very much

Are there any ot her questions or
comments from nenbers of commttee for
this panel ?

W want to thank you all for your
presentations this norning and retire
you fromthis nonent so we can have our
second panel .

The clerk wll please call the next
panel of witnesses to testify on the
resol ution.

THE CLERK: Iris Brown, Norris
Squar e Nei ghbor hood Project. Martha
Giffin, Executive Director, MIIl Creek
Urban Farm and Justin Trezza, Senior
Director of Healthy Nei ghbors PHS.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER  Good
nor ni ng.

Ms. Brown, please state your nane
for the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

M5. BROWAN: My nanme is Iris Brown.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Thank you.
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Pl ease proceed with your testinony.

M5. BROMWN: Good norning. M nane
is lris Browmn. | ama resident of the
Norris Square nei ghborhood i n Kensington
where | have been living for 40 years.
| am here to speak to you about the work
of the wonen of G upo Mdtivos and the
Norri s Square Nei ghborhood Project. |I'm
t he founder of Gupo Mdtivos and
[ Spani sh translation] for 30 sonething
years and now, believe it or not, I'ma
consultant for Norris Square and the
group projects, but | have sonething
that | need to say. Three mnutes is
absolutely unfair for nme to tell you 30
years of gardening --

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER° Ms. Brown,
you take your tine today.

M5. BROWN: Beginning in the 1980s,
Norris Square nei ghborhood col | abor at ed
with community residents to advance the
nei ghbor hood t hrough the transformation
of vacant spaces. Beginning in 1983 and

thanks to the efforts of the wonen
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of G upo Mdtivos. Gupo Mdtivos is a
coll ective of Puerto Rican wonen that we
went to the streets to fight against
drugs and also to clean enpty |lots, not
knowi ng what to do in the enpty lots,
but we knew we wanted themto be clean.

We established our first urban
garden that is naned [ Spani sh
translation], which neans roots, which
qui ckly grew into five additional
gardens over the years, Las Parcel as,
[ Spani sh translation], which is our
African garden. Each of these gardens
is fundanental to the comunity,
provi ding cultural and affordable
produce to the community, sharing the
story and history of the nei ghborhood,
and nost inportantly, preserving the
Puerto Rican cul ture.

| want to share with you sone of
the benefits of the gardens. O course
It was a source of fresh food. O
course, sense of belonging. In our

community, belonging is extrenely
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I nportant. Puerto Ricans, we have been
i n Phil adel phia for many, nmany years and
we have been displaced, you know, in our
area, that's happening right now. Mre
than ever, it's extrenely inportant for
us to have our gardens for the nmany
reasons that |'mgoing to keep on
nmentioning and al so so we can be proud,
because we don't only garden, we only

| earn and teach our culture and we

di spl ay the gardens.

The cel ebration of Puerto Rican
culture is another benefit, |aughter and
tears. W have one of the gardens, the
African one, which has a storytelling
room where we tell our stories, our
history, by us. It's not witten by
anybody el se that doesn't understand our
culture and our history.

We create a beneficial habitat for
birds and insects. It's a place --
there are places to cool down in the hot
sumrer nonths and invite the people from

the coommunity -- at 3:00, they know it
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iIs tinme to go there and drink tea. W
have many, many, many [inaudible]. W
have [inaudi ble] gardens in two of the
gardens, which people go there to get
them for nmedicinal purposes. They also
bring their own. W share them
Sonetines, it's 9:00 and they are
knocki ng on ny door because soneone has
an earache and | need to go to the
garden to get themwhat we call [ Spanish
translation]. |It's very good.

Qur 50 year anniversary | ast year
br ought toget her nei ghbors and support
for a wonderful day of food, friendship
and neals. W have cooking cl asses.
Last week, we had one. W had ei ght
peopl e. These cooking classes are
extrenely inportant to ne. M
gr andnot her, she was a descendent of
African descent, and she cooked for the
peopl e that cane, her nother |earned
fromher -- | learned fromher, fromny
not her, and now ny granddaughter, one of

nmy daughters, they are doing, they are
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cooki ng.
For nme, the 50th anniversary neant
sonmet hi ng el se than to many peopl e.

have been part of Norris Square for 50

years already. To see -- we invited
the -- | call themold nmen and ol d
wonen, they are in their 50s -- sorry --

but when they went to Norris Square in
their youth, they were taught about
gardeni ng and about their culture. W
gat hered them one night to see howthis
group was doing. W needed to know if
our efforts and sweat and tears, if they
hel ped or not. That was the night where
| cried and cried, because the -- we
have nore than 50 of them together and
they were telling us how inportant
Norris Square Nei ghborhood Project is in
the life and the gardens.

We are often congratul ated on how
beautiful our gardens are. Wat is the
secret of our success? Well, first, we
have an amazi ng group of dedi cated wonen

and nei ghbors who work very hard for
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many years, |like nme. [Spanish
translation] took al nost ten years, 1985
to 1993, to conplete. Second, we're
extrenely fortunate to own nost of the
properties that we garden, thanks to the
City of Phil adel phi a.

W saw our success. W are not
done yet. W have nmany nore projects.
Every day, | have ideas of howto
conbi ne the horti with the culture.
am goi ng the make sonebody very happy.
She's ny coworker. She said that | take
of f ny glasses when |'mtalking about
how | divided the word horti and
culture. It's too big for ne. | don't
know how | mdoing this, my English, but
many, many years ago, | couldn't
pronounce that word. So what | did,
divided it intw. | put the horti on
nmy back and | focused on culture,
because we coul d have all the noney and
all of the equi pnent and we coul d have
everything that we need to do the

horticulture, but if we don't have -- if
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we don't know who we are and why we want
to do all of this project, our culture
Is the person -- that is one the
secrets -- it wll not work.

W have nore and nore support from
the community and people interested in
Urban Agriculture and our gardens. Last
year, for exanple, we had over 1,400
visitors who enjoyed tours, classes,
even cooking classes that | thought.
However, Norris Square does not own al
of the properties and this is why we're
here. Including gardens that we have
mai nt ai ned for 40 years and we still
have gone over them Qur nei ghborhood
has changed so nmuch in the past few
years wth | ots of new housing, sone
streets are hardly recogni zable. It is
very inportant that we be preserve our
gardens for the neighbors and visitors
who continue to enjoy them

| am here today to respectfully ask
your continuing support for Urban

Agriculture culture in Philadel phia and
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to facilitate a process for obtaining
ownership to gardens that we and our
friends in all the gardens they apply
for.

Finally, I would like to share with
you some peppers and sone hot sauce.
It's a reci pe of one of our gardeners.
H's nanme is [inaudible]. He's 76 years
old. He taught the youth of the sumrer
program and after-school program how to
make their peppers, so they are
honenade. We have sone seeds that
represent our work. They were grown
here in Phil adel phia. They are
typically found in Puerto Rican cooking
and they have ny nane on the packagi ng.

| just want to mention how proud we
are. W know that the Gty of
Phi | adel phia is going to cone again in
our help. W are nmaking -- this day, we
are making 100 butterflies. They are
made of plywood. Wat we do is we cut
the shape of it and we have them-- the

visitors, when they cone, like in the
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next two weeks, we are going to have
visitors on the 16th and the 17th and
they are going to hel ping us design
them color them Wy we have all this,
because we just cel ebrated the 50th
anni versary of Norris Square in
gardeni ng and we are sure that we are
going to be -- that we are going to
continue gardeni ng and cel ebrati ng
gardeni ng and culture, so that's why
we're nmaking 50 extra butterflies,
because we know that those 50 years are
going to be guaranteed with your help
fromMNorris Square, for us to continue
doi ng what we do.

Thank you.

CHAI RMEMBER GAUTHI ER: Thank you.

Did you say you were responsible
for the pepper sauce; is this what cane
fromthe garden?

MS. BROMN:  Yes.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Thank you.

First of all, nmy mama is fromthe

Cari bbean, fromSt. Vincent, so | wll
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try anything spicy. Thank you so nuch.
Congratul ati ons on the garden reaching
50 years and thank you so much for your
testinony today and for all the work
you' ve been doing to nurture your
communi ty and sustain your culture

t hrough horticulture and to al so nmake
the community much safer. W appreciate
you.

M5. BROMAN:  Thank you.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER: Mart ha
Giffin, please state your nane for the
record and proceed with your testinony?

M5. GRIFFIN: | am Martha Giffin.
I wanted to thank all of you city
council nenbers for the opportunity to
speak today about the inportance of
Urban Agriculture to nyself and
Phi | adel phi a.

| am Martha Giffin and | am
speaki ng today on behalf of MII Creek
Urban Farm who | have had the pl easure
of working with for four years currently

as the executive director.
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During ny four years at MIIl Creek
Urban Farm | have cone to realize and
appreci ate the i nportance that we hold
to the MIIl Creek community and to the
Urban Agriculture conmunity and
Phi | adel phia. MIIl Creek Urban Farmis
a sacred trust, which not only food is
grown, but culture has traditionally
been shared anobng community nenbers.
MIl Creek Uban Farmis a place where
chil dren have cone to | earn about
farmng, run around the farm and spend
time surrounded by nature. [It's a space
where community nenbers are educat ed.

In 2023, we were able to host an
el derberry syrup workshop. These types
of educational classes are not only
desi gned to teach people how foods can
nouri sh their bodies, but also to heal
si ckness and ail nments by using locally
grown fruits and herbs.

Founded in 2005 out of the rubble
of falling buildings, the MII| Creek
nei ghborhood i s synbolic of
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t he governnent disinvestnent that has
greatly inpacted far too many
comunities of color in the United

St at es.

Sitting above a creek of rushing,
powerful flow ng water that was not
properly maintained by city officials,

t he nmechani snms that were established to
control the flow of the rushing waters
deteriorated, causing instability

under ground, and eventually causing the
houses aboveground to col |l apse.
Unfortunately, when the houses
col | apsed, several people lost their
lives and the community as a whol e was
forever changed. Vacant |lots were

vi si bl e where hones once stood and where
famlies once |ived.

Qut of this rubble, comunity
nmenbers began to use these vacant |ots
to build gardens, to feed thensel ves and
their nei ghborhoods. MII| Creek Urban
Farm was born out of this rubble in

order to grow fresh fruits and
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vegetables to feed the MII Creek
community as a whol e, because no
supermarkets remained in the

nei ghborhood. M| Creek Urban Farns
filled the void and provided access to
fresh, healthy chem cal free produce for
our comrmunity nenbers.

In 2021, our Welcone to Well ness
was held to offer healing to individuals
and to the land that feeds us into the
heal i ng techni ques or Rei ki and yoga.

It was a beautiful day and tinme for
community menbers to conme together. W
plan to continue to have these types of
events that pronote overall health,
mental and physical, to the comunity.

Li ke many farns and gardens in
Phi | adel phi a, ownership of the land is a
cause of concern. Wth the deeds being
under the name of public entities or
private owers, MIIl Creek Urban Farmis
also in this position, as we're worKking
to secure | egal ownership on the | and

that we farm on
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As | nmentioned, MII Creek Farm has
been active for nearly 20 years. Mny
farnms and gardens in Phil adel phia have
been active for a much | onger period of
time. The MII Creek comunity
gardeners have actually been growi ng on
the lot that is adjacent to the farmfor
nore than 30 years. The gardeners,
along with the farm needs to fee
secure and know we will be able to
continue to grow food for ourselves and
the community.

| ask each nenber of city counci
to recogni ze the value and inportance of
t hese sacred trusts and to inpl enent
| egi slation that will secure our |and
for the present and for future
generations that will benefit fromthe
agriculture education and the foods that
we produce for our conmunity.

Couci | menber Harrity, you asked
earlier about the raised gardens being
installed. MII Creek Farns does al so

install the raised gardens beds in M|
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Creek and surroundi ng nei ghbor hoods as a
result of a grant fromthe Reinvestnent
Aut hority and the PFJI grant, so that is
very inportant. W thank them for that
as wel | .

Since the inplenentation of our
backyard growers program for the |ast
few years, we have been able to instal
nore than 30 raised gardens in people's
hone. We would |ike to be able to
reduce that anmount, to do 30
installations in a 12-nonth tinme franme
with the proper support.

| thank you for allow ng ne the
time to share this information with you
and | look forward to having further
di scussi ons about this vital issue
that's affecting too many gardens, farns
and green spaces in Phil adel phi a.

Thank you.

CHAI RMEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Thank you so
much for your testinony and for the work
of everyone currently involved with M|

Creek Farm and everybody historically
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i nvol ved in creating sonething so
beautiful and beneficial for our
communi ty out of that governnent

di sinvestnent. | want you to know --
you know, you are in ny district. |
want you to know |I'm personal ly
conmmtted to creating permanence and
hel pi ng you guys to get ownership.

We'll be working with the council nenbers
to get there.

Thank you.

Justin Trezza, please state your
name for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

MR, TREZZA: Justin Trezza. (ood
norning, city council nenbers. Thank
you for the opportunity to submt
testinony and share the vital inportance
of community gardens and Urban
Agriculture here in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, a city whose history is
synonynous w th greening.

Again, ny nane is Justin Trezza and

I'"'mthe Senior Director for Healthy
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Nei ghbor hoods for the Pennsyl vani a
Horticul ture Society.

PHS s purpose is to use
horticulture to advance the health and
wel | bei ng of individuals and communities
t hroughout the Phil adel phia region. W
strongly believe in the power of
horticulture to nake positive social and
envi ronnment al change and Urban
Agriculture and comrunity gardens are
facets of this.

Everyone in this roomis acutely
aware of the chall enges facing our
bel oved city and that these chall enges
di sproportionately inpact nei ghborhoods
t hat have experienced decades of
di si nvestnent, redlining, food apartheid
and nore.

However, | am here today to speak
about the opportunities that exist and
are afforded to investing in Urban
Agriculture, as well as PHS s | ong
history in investing in

comuni t y- managed green spaces |ike
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conmuni ty gardens.

For over 50 years, PHS has worked
al ongsi de urban growers and gardeners in
Phi | adel phia to help themcreate
heal t hier, nore close knit and resilient
communities. At PHS, we believe U ban
Agriculture, particularly comunity
gardens, are essential to our cities
infrastructure and play a promnent role
I n addressing nultiple individual and
comunity social determ nants of health,
fromfood sovereignty to building
nmeani ngf ul soci al connecti ons.

For decades, these comunity
steward spaces have done nore than just
cultivate fresh produce for their
communi ties. They unite neighbors,
preserve cultures and function as a
respite fromthe surroundi ng concrete.

Each year, PHS invests over $1.3
mllion in our community gardens and
Urban Agriculture programto support a
thriving network of about 160 community

gardens and grow sites in Phil adel phi a.
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This year alone, we're expecting to
onboard about 20 additional comunity
gardens and grower sites and that's just
a fraction of the total nunmber here in
the Phil adel phia, which is estimated to
be 300 or nore.

Qur investnment is a significant
citywi de investnment to ensure the
vitality and success of these spaces.
From providing growing materials |ike
soil and seedlings -- sone of the
seedl i ngs here are ones we produced --
each year, we produce over 250, 000
seedling that we distribute to growers
across the city -- to offering techni cal
assi stant and capital inprovenents.

Since 2020, PHS has invested over
$600, 000 in capital inprovenents in
gardens, as well as provided over
$42,000 in mini grants through the PA
Depart nent of Conservati on and Nat ur al
Resources. W al so opened a t ool
library for Urban Agriculture where over

500 tools and other supplies are
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avail able to growers in our program and
so nuch nore. The noney cones from
funds PHS raises for this purpose, from
our menbers, proceeds fromthe

Phi | adel phi a Fl ower Show, corporate
sponsors, state and federal governnent,
as well as limted city and support.

O the sites we work with, over 125
of themare conmmtted to grow ng food
for donation. These sites receive, as |
nmenti oned, over 250,000 organically
grown vegetabl e seedlings a year, which
results in tens of thousands of produce
that is distributed to food cupboards
and pantries, comunity fridges, places
of worship and comruniti es experiencing
food apartheid. The need for this
support has been put into high gear by
the pandem c and inflation. As we saw
the injustices of a broken food system
and historic redlining only worsened as
corner stores closed or famlies
experi enced | oss of incone over the |ast

few years.
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According to a 2020 report by the
Institute for Policy Research, during
the COVID-19 crisis, the rate of food
I nsecurity anong Bl ack and brown
househol ds with children was nearly
twice as high as those anong white
househol ds wth children. The |ack of
access to healthy food or food apartheid
is a nmassive social injustice happening
in our city and across out country that
I's not only inpacting our individuals
and individual's nutrition, but also
their nmental health and overall quality
of life.

Gardens |ike Strawberry Mnsion
Community Garden on Ri dge Avenue, Five
Loaves, Two Fish in West Phil adel phia
and Ti oga Hope Garden in the
Ni cet own/ Ti oga nei ghbor hood are exanpl es
of community-led sites that seek food
justice solutions and according to
Bal ti nore-based pediatrician, Dr. Alicia
Mor gan- Cooper, provi de conmunity-based

solutions to accessing and controlling
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food that are humani zing, fair, healthy,
accessible, racially equitable,
environnmental |y sound and j ust.

The benefits of Urban Agriculture
extend well beyond our |ocal food
system In fact, creating and
protecting community gardens and cl ean
spaces are al so proven ways to inprove
public safety and reduce gun vi ol ence.
Earlier, you all referenced sone
academ c paper, especially those by Dr.
G na South of the Urban Health Lab --
"' mnot going to go ahead and repeat
sonme of those nunbers, but we are al
aware of the inprovenents that greening
does in terns of reducing gun viol ence
as well as nental health.

Though we have seen advancenents in
the support of Urban Agriculture in the
| ast few years with the creation of
Phi | adel phia's first Urban Agriculture
di rector position and the publication of
Phi | adel phia Agriculture Plan, G ow ng

fromthe Root, Urban Agriculture,
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I ncl udi ng conmunity gardens, remains
severely underfunded and threatened by
factors like land insecurity.

We urgently need the city to
recogni ze the inportance of Urban
Agriculture, whether as a neans to
preserve one's way of life and culture,
address food apartheid, or to enhance
greening in our city and invest in the
future.

Resi dents of every council district
and of all walks of life invest their
sweat equity to turn vacant lands into
comunity gardens that builds comunity,
produce food and reduce crine, support
services that these gardens require are
few and threats to their surviva
everywhere. Organizations |ike PHS
Nei ghbor hood Gardens Trust, Urban
Creators, POP, and so many nore you'l
hear fromtoday, as well as sone you may
not hear from are working hard to
preserve | and and support Urban

Agriculture and community gardens and
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the people that maintain them

We need your help to maintain this
wor k. A sinple suggestion, to start,
woul d be to nake the pernmanent
preservation for established conmunity
gardens in green spaces a priority and
to invest nore heavily in great prograns
i ke the Food Justice Initiative. W
shoul d support these spaces and the
peopl e who store them and continue to
make Phil adel phia a heal thier, greener
and nore united city.

Thank you very nuch.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER°  Thank you so
much for your testinony and your worK.
W | ove PHS.

Couci | menber O Rour ke, do you have
questions or coments?

CHAl RVEMBER O ROURKE: Really, this
Is kind of a question for those who have
al ready spoken as well as yourself and
anyone el se that who can maybe answer
it.

Do we see any opportunities for
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devel opi ng guaranteed job prograns at

communi ty gardens and urban farns? |Is
that a goal of this plan? Can anyone

speak to that, perhaps?

The question is, do we seek any
opportunities for devel opi ng guarant eed
j ob prograns? W have spoken quite a
bit about how this can hel p reduce
crine, et cetera, et cetera. As it
rel ates to maintaini ng sustainable
enpl oynent for young fol ks, perhaps
returning citizens, what have you, do we
see any of that com ng out of this
effort?

ASH RI CHARDS: Personally, | woul d
say, at the city level, we are seeing --
so, at Farm Philly, which is what |
manage, so Parks and Rec's Urban
Agriculture planis FarmPhilly. In
Farm Philly, we do workforce devel opnent
wi th Power Corp PHL, so we're devel opi ng
youngsters and young people in U ban
Agriculture. The hope is, that when

they graduate fromthe Power Corp PHL,
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they get a job within PowerCorp or they
are able to cone over to the city. So
that's our hope, that we do that.

We al so partner with Sankof a
Comunity Farm where we have two
positions there that are allotted to
wor king on their farm W call those
seasonal positions. You all know -- |
think you are famliar with recreationa
seasonal workers, where they are only
wor ki ng ni ne nonths out of the year.

Qur hope is that we can get fol ks out of
that reginme, because it's not a

| ong-term pat hway for soneone to have a
living wage, plus health care benefits,
et cetera. W are trying to figure out
ways where we can get our young people
into introductory jobs and be able to
build fromthere. So that's what we are
doing on the city side. W are
partnering with PowerCorp PHL, we are
partnering wth Bartram Sankof a
Comunity Farns to try to build out

havi ng nore allotnments in positions
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where we're shared between our two
agenci es.

Then there are fol ks here who w ||
al so speak to that, if you wll allow
themto cone and testify.

CHAI RVEMBER O ROURKE: Absol utely.
Sure. If that's perm ssible?

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER: Wit a
mnute. | want to be clear. What
organi zation are you all representing?
Pl ease state your nane for the record
and | et ne know who you are
representing.

MR, BOLDEN- NEWSOVE: Good
aft ernoon, Honor abl e Counci | menbers.
['"m Chris Bol den- Newsone and | am - -

CHAIl RMEMBER GAUTHIER: |'m so
sorry. Please, share with us.

MR, BOLDEN- NEWSOVE: Well, I'm
going a little earlier than | expected

CHAI RVEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Are you here

MR, BOLDEN- NEWBOVE: | ndeed, | am
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I"'mthe first to speak after the pane
list.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHIER. This is a
very long hearing, so | amgoing to ask
that we kind of stick to the agenda. W
| ook forward to hearing fromyou |ater.
Maybe if we can reserve questions for
the panel that's up and then we | ook
forward to hearing fromyou al ways and
| at er.

CHAI RMEMBER O ROURKE: So | stand
down on the question. | wll say, as we
nove al ong, that our office is
particularly interested in those who are
trying to devel op our those who are
trying to devel op are guaranteed jobs
program -- as obviously a partner in al
of this, but particularly around that --
so | amlooking forward to what you w |
share about it later, but let's follow
the lead of the Chair.

Thank you so nuch.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Can our

panel cone back? | just want to nake
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sure we get questions and conmments for
thi s panel.

CHAI RMEMBER BROOKS: Can you tal k
nore about the inpact that your garden
has had on the surroundi ng nei ghbor hoods
and do you think Urban Agriculture and
gardens pay a role in public safety and
community building? | think you talked
about that a little bit earlier. Both
of you have, but | renenber distinctly
you tal ki ng about that.

M5. GRIFFIN. | absolutely do think
t hat urban gardens pl ays an inportant
role in community buil ding and reduction
of crinme. The nei ghborhood where we are
| ocated, MII Creek, unfortunately,
there is high incidence of unenpl oynent,
like | said, disinvestnent and crine
that does take place. W' re working not
only to beautify the space, but to
provi de j ob opportunities.

You asked about jobs. W did
i npl ement an apprenticeship program | ast

year in order to provide education and
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training for individuals so that they
woul d be able to go out and becone

enpl oyed during Urban Agricul tural work,
yes.

CHAl RVEMBER BROOKS: My next
qguestion. Can soneone tal k about the
yout h prograns that your organi zations
have and do you think these prograns
i npact young people that work with you?

M5. ELLIOIT: If | may. Teresa
Elliott. [|'mthe executive director of
Norri s Square Nei ghborhood Project and |
believe | can answer that for Iris.

We have two parallel youth
prograns. The one you are nost
interested in is called [ Spani sh
translation] and these are eight youth
garden apprenticeships. They learn
to --

CHAI RMEMBER BROOKS: Can you say
t hat nunber agai n? How many?

M5. ELLIOIT: Currently, we have
eight. It's pretty nmuch a year-round

program They work in the basenent
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during the winter and they study plants.
Then they grow seeds with grow |ights
and eventually nove them W have one
garden that is specifically reserved for
themto grow their produce. They
recently just started planting tomatoes
and onions. Then they run a farm stand
i n anot her one of our gardens.

We are realistic. Their favorite
part of running the farmstand is
counting the noney, but they also are
| earning to have custoner service
skills. At the beginning, you see them
when soneone cones up to them they al
ki nd of nove back and hope soneone el se
will talk to the custoner. They slowy
| earn and gain confidence. You can
point to an eggpl ant and say, what do
you do with this, and they are | earning.
They are conpl etely being exposed to
foods that they are not normally aware
of .

CHAI RVEMBER BROOKS: My | ast

question for this panel is -- did you
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have sonething to add?

M5. BROMN: Yes. | would like to
go a little bit back. The question you
asked before, if I'mnot m staken, was
about how -- why the gardens are safe or
what do we do. Well, the reason why we
have gardens in North Philly is because
our nei ghborhood was totally infected by
drugs. You know, now, we have
Kensi ngt on and Al | egheny, we have al
those barriers, but ours was -- it was
devastating. It was a conplete
nightmare 40 years ago. There was a
group of wonen, the wonen | was
nmentioning to the group before, that the
director at the time was Sister Carol
Heg [ ph] and she, one by one, she was
able to convince Puerto R can wonen to
| eave the safety of hone to be on the
street, chanting to the people that cane
to our nei ghborhood to buy drugs to go
back honme. That was the way. They were
doi ng that every single weekend, putting

their lives right there in front to
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conbat the drug trafficking in North
Philly. Those are the wonen that | had
the i mense honor and pleasure to forma
group that | have called G upo Mdtivos.
They started doing this chanting every
singl e weekend and the drug trafficking
went fromthe park, Norris Square Park,
and it was then on the 2100 bl ock of

[ naudi ble], the drug trafficking in
North Philly, and they were kept on
goi ng north and going north and goi ng
north. So that's why we had all these
enpty lots, because houses were burnt,
houses were destroyed. Then we had this
enpty lot that was filled with trash. |
asked ny director, can | go on the
street, nmeaning, to help clean and then
started the culture and then canme to the
Pennsyl vania Horticulture Society. W
becane the only -- and the last -- green
country town. The only Latino green
country town and the last in the
program Still, we're benefiting from

the efforts of PHS in the farns -- |ike,
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| ast year, they cane and they pulled all
of the trees that PHS planted many years
ago and they just decide, these are just
gorgeous, beautiful trees that the
community is enjoying. Safety is -- we
were gardening at that tine. Now we are
enj oying the safety, the beauty and
everyt hing el se.

CHAI RVMEMBER BROCKS: Thank you so
much for that, M. Brown.

M5. GRIFFIN. Regarding the
enpl oynent question and al so Cheyney
Uni versity, we have been in contact with
a professor from Cheyney University to
actual ly bring nore young people into
the university itself through farm ng
and even expandi ng the scope of the
farmng to join sonme hydroponic and
aquaponi ¢ drawi ng, which is going to
expand the enpl oynent opportunities for
young people. So there does need to be
nore of a connection between the farns
i n Phil adel phia and the universities

that can provide that education and
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expand the opportunities for economc
grow h as wel|.

CHAI RVEMBER O ROURKE: Real qui ck.
| am encouraged to hear this. As one
who articul ated through an HBCU, a
nunber of our HBCUs were started at
schools for agriculture. To mss that
opportunity to create -- Ash nentioned,
there isn't atight tie between the
city and Cheyney and what have you.
There is a wonderful opportunity here to
create that pipeline for students of
col or, young fol ks com ng out and bei ng
able to get the education they need to
be able to do that.

Anyways, thank you for nentioning

t hat .

CHAIl RMEMBER HARRITY: | was at
Cheyney. It's an anmazing facility that
they have. | haven't been there

probably in the |ast year and a half to
see what they expanded it to, but they
had the fish feeding fromthe roots and

the plants growing on top and it was
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all -- so they had fish that woul d be
there and they fed on the roots of the
plants. The plants grew bigger. It's
really an amazing thing that they have
there. |If you get a chance, you should
go tour it. It is really great.

CHAI RVEMBER GAUTHI ER: Real |y great
wor k. Thank you. Thank you to everyone
for their testinony. W are going to
nove on to our third panel, but | just
want to say, that after we get testinony
fromthe third panel and any questions
and comments fromthe nmenbers of the
commttee and the | egislation sponsor,
we're going to be kind to our court
reporter and ourselves by taking a
15-m nute break and we'll reconvene for
the rest of the hearing.

The clerk will please call the next
panel of wtnesses to testify on the
resol ution.

THE CLERK: Ki m Jordan
Co- Executive Director, Phil adel phia

Orchard Project and Professor Donenic

Page 129

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee on the Environnment
05/ 08/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Vitiello, University of Pennsyl vani a.

M5. JORDAN. Good norning. | was
going to say good norning, but | think
it's the afternoon.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER: Pl ease state
your nane for the record and proceed
Wi th your testinony.

M5. JORDAN. KimJordan and |I'm
Co- Executive Director of the
Phi | adel phia Orchard Project. Thank
you, Chair Gauthier, nenbers of the
council of the environnent.

Qur organi zation, POP, we're
based -- our honme base is at the
Whodl ands in the Third Council District,
where we have the POP | earning orchard
and a plant nursery and our base of
operations. | also serve as a nenber of
the Board of Directors of the Norris
Squar e Nei ghborhood Project. You just
heard from Ms. Brown.

| want to acknowl edge a coupl e of
menbers of council who aren't here,

because even though this is a hearing

Page 130

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee on the Environnment
05/ 08/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

on -- for the commttee of the
environnment, | think others have al ready
provi ded testinony that speak to this.
This could be a hearing on public
safety. It could be a hearing on
education. It could be a hearing on
children in youth parks. This is really
an issue that touches a I ot of different
areas, so I'mgrateful you are here. |
wi sh all nmenbers of council could be
here to hear this testinony.

| just want to acknow edge, Counci
Majority Leader, Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson, who advocated for our
organi zation through last year's city
budget process in funding a group of
organi zations that work on environnenta
justice and for recognizing the ways
envi ronnental justice and Urban
Agriculture are intertw ned.

| also want to recogni ze Counci
Presi dent Johnson, who, again,
recogni zes the inportance of trees. |

just hard about his recognition about
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Poi nt Breeze, especially. There are a

| ot of areas in the city that have a | ow
tree, so thinking about those ways that
overlap as well.

So our nonprofit organization, POP
currently partners with 68 different
ur ban orchards and food forests and
there are a nunber of groups here that
are current community partners, Norris
Squar e Nei ghbor hood Projects, Urban
Creators, MIIl Creek U ban Farm Sankofa
Farm at Bartram and nmany, nmany ot hers.
W work with these groups and conmunity
nenbers to plant orchards that contain
fruit and nut trees, berry bushes and
vines, pollinator plants and edi bl e and
medi ci nal ground covers and herbs.

We have al ready, again, talked
about the many different benefits that
comuni ty gardens and urban farns
[ m crophone glitch].

One inportant distinction, a | ot of
the things we plant are perennial. For

us, that issue of long-termland access
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and | and security is really inportant
because a fruit tree m ght not produce
for five or ten years. So | don't need
to go into all the reasons why these
things are inportant, but | want to
poi nt out one sort of additional -- you
just nentioned, Coucil nenber O Rourke,

j obs and econom ¢ opportunity. One of
the itens we brought in today was sone
honey that was produced from our

beehi ves | ast year. This one honey, one
jar of honey, is one from-- it was 216
pounds from our hives that were tended
to in partnership with the bee guild's
who work with many other comunity
gardens and farnms around the city. W
have given these as gifts as gratitude
to our volunteers, our partners. W
have sold them at POP events oursel ves.
We have worked with a | ocal business in
West Philly who has sold it and used it
as part of her business and we have al so
donated honey to a nutual aid group that

made medi ci ne.
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There are so many different
benefits to supporting Urban Agriculture
that reach in all these different areas.
| want to point out that there are
POP- supported orchards in 24 different
ZI P codes, at |least one in each city
council district, and as many others
have al ready pointed out, a |ot of these
orchards and gardens are located in
pl aces where residents have limted
access to fresh food and clean air and
green spaces.

W talked a little bit about, well,
what is the actual cost of these things.
A single orchard mght initially cost
bet ween three to $10,000 to install, if
you are thinking of plant materials, but
the really inportant ongoing cost is the
peopl e, making sure that people are paid
for their tine be able to maintain these
spaces. All the orchards that we work
with, they grow the food, POP provides
training and education, the residents,

they are harvesting and distributing all
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that fruit to the comunity.

| just wanted to nmention sonme of
our other partners, Union Baptist Church
in the Second District, Aubrey Evtretum
[ph] in the Eighth District. There's
really all different types of places
where food is being grown in different
areas of the city.

There are al so many that are on
city-owned properties, as we have al so
tal ked about, recreation centers, parks,
hi storic centers and schools. There is
really a lot of opportunity for the city
to support the work that's going on in
t hese spaces, whether it is done
directly by city staff, which is through
Farm Philly, or with the nonprofit
organi zations that are partnering with
the city to run these prograns.

In the U ban Agriculture Plan, you
know, it is this really anmbitious and
t horough road map to a nore just food
system It is really good we're having

this hearing today to talk about it. |
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think just, again, enphasizing that
Urban Agriculture is a way that we can
becone the safest, cleanest and greenest
big city, sonething Mayor Parker and her
adm ni stration should be thrilled to
support and with the support of council
can really positively inpact our city.

At |least two specific areas of the
Urban Ag tal k about orchards and food
forests and nanes, how our organization,
Phi | adel phia Orchard Project, can
support these goals. 2.4 is support
urban orchard planting and tree care, so
that's through year-round training on
how to deal with pest and di sease
probl ens, how to prune, how to use the
harvest, printed materials, videos, all
sorts of resources that we're currently
providing to our partners and to the
publ i c.

Anot her way one is 4.12, devel oping
opportunities for new city-run and
comunity-1led food forests on public

|and. As | nmentioned, around hal f of
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our 68 partners are currently on
city-owned property and we really see
that there is an opportunity to devel op
nore of these spaces wth the |and that
the city owns and coul d devote towards
growi ng nore fun food.

Anot her one | want to nention is
6.3. This is around buil ding
relationships within the communities to
permt indigenous food sovereignty and
traditional food ways. W're all
growi ng and living and tending to
[ Spani sh transl ati on] and i ndi genous
| and and are trying to see how POP can
do that, but | think it's inportant for
the city as well to think about
pronoting indi genous food sovereignty
and traditional food ways.

POP was a grantee of the Food
Justice Initiative and receiving funding
in 2021 and 2022, and now hearing those
nunbers, | feel even nore fortunate that
we were able to receive that. It funded

our | ead orchard vol unteer program
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Last year, we had 28 volunteers in this
program who have received seasona
stipends, training in orchard care and
opportunities to neet and connect with
others caring for the land. CHOP' s
Heal t hi er Together Program al so directly
provi ded funding to POP for that program
and we continued it today with support
fromthe WIIliam Penn Foundation and the
City of Phil adel phi a.

As we heard, the Food Justice
Initiative could fund a lot nore of this
good work, so | think it would be
wonderful to see even beyond that $1
mllion ask, have it funded even nore
robustly so that many nore groups than a
coupl e dozen so far have received
fundi ng, can receive this type of
support.

| want to end by saying, you know,
food is a powerful connector. W all
have to eat. (Gaining the experience,
actually being in a state that grows

food and seeing for yourself how just a
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tiny seed or plantling needs soil,
sunlight, water and tine and you can
actually get sonmething that is delicious
at the end of it is so transformative
and that really starts with prioritizing
| and for |long-termuse, for grow ng and
maki ng sure we have the resources to
connect with each other, to share

knowl edge today and into the future.

Thank you.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER° Thank you
for your testinony and for everything
that POP is doing to spread healthy food
access to our comunities. W |ook
forward to cel ebrating you on Fri day.

Prof essor, please state your nane
for the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

MR VITIELLO M nane is Donenic
Vitiello. I'ma Professor for Gty
Pl anni ng and Urban Studies at the
Uni versity of Pennsylvania. | am proud
to call you an alum Council menber

Gauthier. |I'malso, today, especially
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proud to tell Ash Richards is a forner
student of m ne.

One of the major lines of ny own
research for the last 20 years has been
to study the social and econom c inpacts
of community gardens in United States
cities and nore recently around the
wor | d.

Couci | menber O Rourke, you asked a

question that is actually -- | have

witten a fair bit about. 1'll send you
that or 1'lIl send ny former students on
your staff a bit of that. | won't go on

too | ong about.

| spent tine over the |ast couple
of decades advising this and other U S
cities and Urban Agriculture support
organi zations on food and agriculture
policy. A garden as Manatawna Farm f or
the last 25 years -- that's in
Couci | menber Jones' district in a five
or six acre comunity garden that is on
a 76-acre farm that's one of the three

| arge farnms that Fairnount Park owns --
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and | say all that detail just to stress
that really | think our |argest
agriculture assets are in our park
system and that's where they bel ong.

| will say a little bit about the
i npacts of Urban Agriculture in
Phi | adel phia and a little bit about what
| and ot her people who study Urban
Agriculture around the United States and
ot her weal thy countries, you know, we
think. This is not just ny view, right,
but what we think nakes for healthy,
equi tabl e, accessible Urban Agriculture
sectors in cities |ike Philadel phi a,
because | think we have really had a
pretty uneven history of that.

The first thing | want to stress is
sonet hing that was addressed as well. |
think Urban Agriculture -- | think it's
really appropriate that the two city
departments that we have been tal king
about today, Parks and Rec and heal th.
When earlier administrations in

Phi | adel phia have tried to place Urban
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Agriculture nore in a context of serving
ur ban redevel opnment goal s or urban
econom ¢ devel opnent, as in work the
commer ce departnent is doing, or
sonetinmes other goals, Urban Ag is not
that great at realizing sone of those.

It has not always succeeded very well.
When we have treated it nore as really

i nportant social, and in a sense,

soci oeconom ¢ policy, in poor
comunities, right, in the United States
and ot her parts of the world, U ban
Agriculture is a really inportant part
of coping wth poverty in a wde variety
of ways.

You all started very, you know, |
think effectively and others that filled
in on nore details of the wide variety
of inpacts of Urban Agriculture. | just
caution you and other |egislators
against trying to hold up Urban
Agriculture, you know, in one of those
sort of areas of inpact al one,

especially conpared to other |and uses.
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Take it all together. | think that's
what your hands were doi ng,
Counci | mrenber O Rourke. Understand the
power ful inpacts, the power of the

i npacts of Urban Agriculture. W have
to understand all these things that
peopl e are sayi ng together,
currul ati vel y.

Again, | think health and Parks and
Rec are very appropriate offices in
which to advance this work. | wll say
alittle bit nore on that.

On inpacts, ny own work has done
work to really quantify the production
and distribution of food out of
especially community gardens, which
| should stress are the | argest farm of
Urban Agriculture, particularly food
production by far in the public
envi ronnment .

This | argest form of urban food
production is in individuals' backyards.
That's one thing | |ove about the Farm

Philly support prograns, is that part of
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what they are able to do is support
backyard gardeners in the ways that the
counci | mrenber has been pushing. That's
really inportant, right, to reach people
extensively in every corner of the city.
In conmunity gardens, | have done this
in a nunber of cities and people
replicated in el sewhere, but in 2008, we
countered -- literally, not just sort of
renotely, but counted -- and sone of the
gardeners here today hel ped us wei gh
their produce by crop. | can tell you,
in 2008, a while ago, community gardens
i n Philadel phia in the sumer -- which
I's not the whole grow ng season --
produced over 2 mllion pounds of food,
whi ch at that point, was worth about $4
mllion. Today, it would be worth well
over $7,000,000 in 2024. That anounted
about to a little over 9 mllion
servings of food that conmmunity gardens
distribute directly to famly,

nei ghbors, friends and so.

Cumul atively, that's the |argest
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formof local direct food distribution.
That way sort of out produced and
distributed all the city's urban farns
and all the city's farners' markets that
year, so really big inpact in a variety
of ways.

| would echo Ash in response to
your question, Coucil menber O Rourke
about jobs. | think -- no, I know. Not
I think, I know. | have done this
research across the Northeast and
M dwest and M d-Atlantic on Urban
Agriculture as econom c devel opnent and
It doesn't tend to deliver what the
comer ce departnent is |ooking for,
whi ch are private sector jobs that are
hopefully fam|ly-sustaining jobs with
decent benefits and conpanies that are
going to pay a | ot of taxes.

However, Urban Ag prograns are
real ly inportant economcally for
attachi ng people to the workforce, young
peopl e, immgrants and refugees, people

who have been incarcerated, people who
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have been honeless. All of these groups
have had relatively little success in
traditional workforce devel opnent
prograns conpared to Urban Ag workforce
devel opnment progranms. The key here, the
inportant limt to recognize, is that
t hose job pathways don't lead to work in
agriculture nost of the tine. Sonetines
in agricultural science or food science
or food service or |andscaping or tree
work, which is a little bit better paid
t han | andscaping, right, and all sorts
of really good jobs. You heard
nmy col |l eague today from Norris Square
say young people | earn custoner service
skills, young peopl e | earn about noney
managenent, things that are super
transferabl e know edge.

Everybody behind ne cultivates a
wi de range of literacies in the people
wi th whom t hey work, young people, old
peopl e, people like nme that like to
think we're sonewhere in the m ddl e,

right? Ecological literacies, culinary
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literacies, economc literacies, social
interaction, culture literacies, et
cetera, | can go on. Those literacies
are generally really inportant for
peopl e' s enpl oynent pat hways.

As Ash said earlier, farmng in the
United States is not a great job. The
majority of farmers in this country have
nore than one job, which tells us they
can't survive on that one farm ng j ob.
"'l send you nore stuff later and | am
glad to continue that conversation.

| want to say sonething hopefully
qui ckly about the history of community
gardening and urban farmng in
Phi | adel phia, which in sone ways
contradi cts sone things that
Couci | menber Brooks, you said, and Ash
said in response to you. | think
Phi | adel phia has a really vibrant, world
| eading in sone ways, on par wth other
cities, not necessarily beyond -- sorry
if I"'minsulting people -- we have a

super vi brant and wonderful Urban
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Agriculture sector despite the fact that
we have had a very weak, inconsistent
sort of public and philanthropic

I nvestment and a very up and down

hi story, both in our city governnent and
in our U ban Agriculture support

organi zations' abilities to serve

gar dens.

Back in 2008, when | was starting
Garden City Ride with col |l eagues and we
were doing it in collaboration with the
Horticul ture Society, Ag Extension and
many ot hers, nobody knew where comunity
guards were in Phil adel phia, because we
had di sinvested in Urban Ag support
system You read sone very hel pful
nunbers -- | hope you have ny handout.
If not, I'll send it to you -- with a
table, right, that shows, in 1996, when
the city governnent, through the Water
Departnent, Fairnmount Park, Recreationa
Departnment, Managing Director's office,
were all investing in gardens |argely

t hrough Ag Extension and PHS, we had a
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really big and vibrant Urban Agriculture
scene, wonderfully supported support
systens that fell off a cliff over the
next ten years. As you can see, we |ost
nore than half of our gardens in the
next 12 years. W have regrown that.
Partly because of the land security, the
| ack thereof, but al so because we have
been very inconsistent with keeping up
our Urban Agricul ture support systerns.
We had a very up-and-down history.
Really, until recently, Philadel phia
city governnent |acked detail ed U ban
Agriculture policies, plans and prograns
to coherently and equitably support
gardeners, farners and comunities
around the city and we really have been
| aggi ng other cities in that work, |
think. Really, fortunately, this is
changi ng, and |'m happy to be able to
testify today because it is changing

t hanks to the work that you are doing,
the col | eagues at Parks and Recs are

doi ng and the people around the city are
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organi zed to pronote.

In recent years, city |eaders,
i ncl udi ng you, have invested in the
G owng fromthe Root Plan, the Farm
Philly Program and the Phil adel phia Food
Justice Initiative and together, to ny
m nd, these investnents give the city,
first, a clear road map to build a
strong city support system for Urban
Agriculture. Second, the institutional,
as well as physical infrastructure in
Farm Philly to provide growers around
the city access to the materi al
resources, the programm ng and
i nformati on and ot her things they need.
And, finally, through the Food Justice
Initiative, a funding to assist our
city's really vibrant agriculture
sector.

"1l close by saying, you know, not
just me, but |ike ne who study Urban
Agriculture around the United States,
around the world, we tend to think in

some ways simlar, that in cities with
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heal t hy, accessi bl e, equitable U ban
Agriculture sectors tend to have
significant public sector involvenent
and control. Really, it's where the
public sector -- as in Seattle, inits
P- PAP [ph] system which is a
city-created system and the Nei ghbor
Space Community Land Trust, which you
m ght say this as an antonynous word,
but this organization was created by the
Cty of Chicago to do the work of the
Cty of Chicago with the mssion to
pronote a nore equitable distribution of
communi t y- managed open space. That's
how Chi cago descri bed community gardens,
communi ty managed open space in the city
that has very inequitable distribution
of parks, Chicago.

The public sector is really key for
maki ng things nore accessible and
equi table to everybody, because you
work, right, for the city at large -- |
know, you have a district -- but you

work for the city at large for
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presumably everybody in the public. The
second thing is, we tend to | ook at
cities that have stabilized | and tenure
and therefore make it possible for all
of us, who are growers, to invest over
the long termin building rel ationships
wi th one another and with our neighbors,
right, of those sites, investing in
growi ng healthy soil and grow ng nedi an
and many other things. Those are the
invisible things that oftentines we
don't -- you know, people on the outside
don't imagine us really investing in.
Sol'mreally largely here to thank
you for supporting this work and for
owning it and city governnment and what
Is really, again, a wonderfully vibrant
sector that, | think, with continued
support fromyou all, has only good
things inits future. Al of these
folks will tell you all the details of
that. I|I'malso really proud to have
wor ked with many of the peopl e behind

ne.

Page 152

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee on the Environnment
05/ 08/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Thank you again. |'Il shut up.

CHAI RMEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Thank you
Prof essor. Thank you for your testinony
and for your work and for providing us
with this critical information. Yay for
urban planter. | |ove to hear about how
expansi ve our work can be.

Are there any questions or comments
from menbers of the commttee?

CHAI RVMEMBER HARRI TY:  Agai n, thank
you. | love to see sone information on
what's going on in Chicago. Again, |
woul d be happy if we could start
bui | ding these rai sed beds for all
nei ghbor hoods to have. | have al ways
lived in lowinconme areas fromthe tine
I was a child, bringing brought up in
the Gty of Philadel phia, and | al ways
remenber about grow ng up in Sout hwest
Philly is how the people took care of
their gardens and how just the presence
of flowers and grass and stuff 1|ike
that, for a kid, does sonmething to us.

It kind of let's us to transcend sone of
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the predicanents we're in just by the

envi ronnent we're around.

You think I'mjoking. I'mgoing to
be planting this weekend. | already
started. | put nmy tomato plants in in
the rain | ast week, so we'll do that and
shortly I'Il be bringing the flowers up

so the kids can plant them on the bl ock.
It's just amazi ng how ki ds respond
to things like that. W need to be
t hi nki ng outside the box on all of our
t hi ngs that are going on here,
especially with violence and violence in
kids and stuff like that. Having them
work with their hands and planting it
and themgetting to see it grow and know
that they did that, it's a ot better
than sone of the other stuff that they
will be seeing. | look forward to ny
col | eagues puttings things up for this
and trying to grab sone funding for
this. W need to do nore and | woul d
|l ove to see it nore in Kensington, where

there is a definite need for fresh
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vegetables and fruit. I'mall in. This
is sonmething | was brought up on. |
have been in this business for quite a
long tinme as the guy behind the scenes.
| have worked for just about everybody.
Mayor Street was -- he is stil
gardening. that was his thing. 1In the
90s, when he was on council and we
started all that stuff with the Urban Ag
and then when he took over as mayor in
"99, we started giving comrunity groups
the lots. You want to take care of the
| ot and you want to do a garden, okay,
it's your ot now You are in charge of
it. W don't want to have to cone back
and clean it again. As |long as you keep
it the way it's supposed to be, we don't
have a problemw th you being there.
That's kind of the stuff we need to do.
You know, | can't say enough, that
we, as a city, we can feed our kids. W
can end these food insecurities if we
all just cone together and work on the

stuff that we agree on and get back to
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the stuff we don't.

Thank you.

CHAI RMEMBER BROCKS: Thank you so
much for your testinony. |'magetting to
the point of the day where I'm having a
lot of reflection. | think about
Conmmi ssi oner Sl awson tal ki ng about her
famly's farmgrowing up and | think
about ny famly, too. No one in ny
fam |y was encouraged to do that. No
one inny famly -- ny famly still owns
the land. | have been there three tines
inny life, never in ny adult life, so
t he di sconnect between sonething that
cones natural in our communities to the
push towards sonet hing el se, you know,
whatever it is, it's kind of resonated
on me in this space, because I'mli ke,
wow. We talk about the next generation,
who is going to continue this work. One
thing | haven't heard -- | heard
programm ng, not enough programm ng for
young people. [|I'mnot talking about

hi gh school, I'mtal king about
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el ementary school. | know | partner

wi th Logan El enentary that have a small
comuni ty garden over there. |
connected themto Jefferson so they can
get one of those hydroponic systens so
the children can work on it indoors and
take it outdoors. That's one school out
of all the schools in this city that I
know are doing it and we don't talk
about it. |It's Iike a hidden science,

t hi s happening. How can we connect our
babi es as young as ki ndergarten through
eighth grade to this science, to nmake it
a part of Iliving.

You know, | think about ny dad used
to say, you know, you bring a man fish,
he eats for the day; you teach a man to
fish, he has sonething to eat for the
rest of his life. Wy aren't we
instilling this in young people as part
of life skills and sciences as early as
el ementary. | get it towards the soci al
devel opnent for teenagers, but |

remenber when | used to work in ny
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famly's garden, | was a kid. They
probably sent nme down there to do al
the weeds and stuff. They told ne what
to pick, what not to pick, plant the
seeds. M fingers were snaller.

Hi ndsight is to 20/20, right? What are
we going to continue this work? You
said about the gap that happened. |
know, in sone of your docunents, you
tal k about, what's the inpact of our
community and our city if this pattern
of reducing community space and even
reduci ng backyard gardens, how wi || that
I npact our city in the long run? \Wat
have your studies said about that?
After nmy reflection --

MR, VITIELLO | think you nade a
really inportant -- let ne ask. |Is
anyone here fromthe school district?

| woul d say the school district is
the other, in a sense, you know, not
city agency, but public institution that
we haven't been tal ki ng about yet so

much. You've heard from sone of the
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wonder ful youth prograns. We'Ill hear
fromnore. | think recent devel opnents,
trends of growth in our school system
our school district, have been very
positive. Fox Chase Farns, the city's

| argest farm owned by Fairnmount Park,
has a principal -- as in a school
principal -- you know this stuff --
again, these are, to ne, our greatest
agriculture assets. Fox Chase and the
hundr eds, maybe thousands of public
school students from Philadelphia it's
bringing in on a pretty regul ar basis,
that's all been expanding. You know,
Saul . I n some senses, Lankenau becane a
nore serious agriculture school in
recent years. This is on the upsw ng,
but we have al so seen ups and downs very
much in youth progranms in U ban
Agriculture. Even in just ny tine
working in the last 20 years or so
intensively in Uban Ag in the city, so
anot her thing that has been very up and

down.
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M5. JORDAN: If | can add on to
t hat ?

POP has devel oped a school - based
curriculumfor children from age
ki ndergarten through 12th grade. W
used to do programmng directly in
school, so we have about a dozen school
orchards, but just the conbination
of the difficulty of actually getting
classroomtine avail able and COVID, so
the resources are there. Many ot her
groups have created wonderful resources,
but | think it's the difficulty of
integrating that tine into what is
prescri bed by school district
requi rements and state requirenents and
such.

| think there is really a |ot of
opportunity, again, thinking of the
amount of land that the school district
owns and has access to of converting
Bl ackt op, which will also help with heat
Island effect in a lot of different

nei ghbor hoods and turni ng sone of those
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spaces i nto outdoor classroons where
peopl e can | earn about the environnent
and can | earn sonme of those

sci ence-based | earning activities in
those spaces that are right where they
are going to school, whether it's in the
cl assroom or outside of that through
after-school prograns or other
part ner shi ps.

CHAl RVEMBER BROCOKS: Wuld it be
hel pful to you to -- like, if we can
continue to figure out how we can break
down the barriers? As we're talking
about this, | can think of various
school district buildings that have
vacant | and that soneone has to cone
take care of, probably soneone is
getting paid to do it. Wy can't we
change that into community garden space
that can be a shared responsibility from
mul ti ple departnments and community, you
know, to grow food, like we're talking
about, food sovereignty, why can't we

make sure the young people are part of
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I nvesting in community --

M5. JORDAN. | think, at |east sone
of the commnity schools, have tried to
make nore spaces available like that to
community menbers but | am sure there
are security concerns, like who is
accessing the grounds at certain tines,

that there needs to be sone |evel of up

care towards that. | think, especially
for the comunity schools, | think, are
a good nodel. | know the schoo

district is working on, you know, how
can they provide nore greening and what
are the different city departnents they
can work with -- like the water
departnent -- sustainability, to make
sonme of those spaces avail able at nore
Sites.

CHAI RVEMBER BROCKS: | would | ove
to be a part of un-siloed conversation
around maki ng that happen. W talk
about how we can save noney. This is a
noney saving strategy, a comrunity

bui | di ng strategy, a youth devel opnment al

Page 162

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee on the Environnment
05/ 08/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

strategy, inter-generational running
strategy, health benefit strategy.
There are so many things that we can
pul | together just by solving a snall

i ssue |i ke how can you -- is the | and
going to be open for people to water on
Saturday, that seens |ike a very snal

i ssue that we can resolve as a city.

My | ast question, what are sone of
the largest threats facing community
gardens and urban farns?

MR, VITIELLO  Broken record here.
Land security. The very uneven, over
time, ups and undoes of public and
phi | ant hr opi ¢ brought our attention and
support to this to the extent we can
buil d, you know, efficient -- and I
think FarmPhilly is a very efficient
system-- to the extent we can build out
prograns we can sustain, that everybody
can access, we can avoid those sorts of
ups and downs. |If we can stabilize nore
| and, including in sone of the biggest

gardens -- you know, the
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ai rports/ Eastw ck/ conmon ground, it has
ot her nanmes, too, largest garden in the
city.

CHAI RVMEMBER BROCKS: We're wor ki ng
on it. Someone nentioned about every
entity that deals with Iand has their
friend, they said developers. Can --

MR VITIELLO \What Ash was
saying -- | think what you are referring
to was Ash's statenent that on -- there
IS no city land use category in city
dat abases for Urban Agricul ture, whether
that's community garden, urban farm
orchard, whatever you want to call it.
| have | ooked at this. The nmajority of
communi ty garden sites in Phil adel phia
are classified as vacant land. That's a
probl em

CHAI RVEMBER BROCKS: Thank you for
t hat .

M5. JORDAN. W have al so tal ked
about how it is not necessarily a good
career path for young people. So there

is the danger, as well as a -- there is
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a lot of older generation that are
really interested in grow ng and

farm ng, passing on that know edge and
maki ng sure there are enough young
peopl e and that there are job pathways
t hat peopl e can have, a career that
sustains them that pays year-around,
that isn't a nine-nonth seasona
position. As the director of a small
nonprofit, it is very hard to find the
resources to be able to pay people, but
we need to be able to pay themand to
provi de the benefits that we want to be
able to provide. W're not there yet
and a lot of other groups aren't there
yet. | think it's also securing the

| and and caring for the people that are
tending to that |and.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER°  Thank you.
Thank you, M nority Leader Brooks.
Thank you both for your testinony. It
is 1:06. W're going to take a
15-m nute break. That nmeans we are

going to reconvene and start again at
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1: 21.

(At this time, a short break was

t aken.)

CHAI RVEMBER GAUTHI ER: | gave you
guys a longer break that | originally
said. Thanks everybody for com ng back.

WIIl the clerk please call the next
panel of witnesses to testify on the
resol ution.

THE CLERK: Jenny G eenberg,
Executive Director, Neighborhood Gardens
Trust and Ryan G ttler-Miniz,
Environnental Justice Organi zation, the
Public Interest Law Center.

CHAI RVEMBER GAUTHI ER: Pl ease state
your nane for the record and proceed
wi th your testinony.

M5. GREENBERG  Jenny G eenberg,
Nei ghbor hood Gardens Trust.

Good afternoon, Chairperson
Gaut hi er and nenbers of the commttee on
the environnment. Thank you for the

opportunity to testify.
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My nane is Jenny G eenberg and |
serve as the Executive Director of the
Nei ghbor hood Gardens Trust, which is
Phi | adel phia's land trust for the
preservation of community gardens and
shared green spaces. NGI hol ds
ownership for over 50 gardens across
Phi | adel phia and is working with 30
t hreat ened gardens to find I and
security.

| amgoing to cut ny coments a
little bit -- we have heard a | ot today
al ready about the history and inpact of
gardens -- and kind of junp to the crux
of the matter.

Despite the many social, health and
envi ronnmental benefits the gardens
of fer, upwards of 200 green spaces face
an existential threat because the people
mai nt ai ning and cultivating them do not
have | egal |and tenure.

Phi | adel phia's at a crucial nonent.
Gardens are being threatened by

specul ati on and devel opnent with grow ng
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frequency. |In the past six nonths, NGT
has spent $100, 000 to purchase | and, two
| ongst andi ng vi brant gardens, from

devel opers who were planning to build on
them Once a garden is gone, it's gone,
along with all the community benefits it
provi ded. Urban green spaces shoul d not
be viewed as an interimland use until
devel opnment cones. New housi ng and
gardens are not an either/or,

Phi | adel phi a has enough | and for both,
and together with affordabl e housing,
gardens are an essential piece of the
puzzle for an humane, |ivable and
equitable city.

Oten the footprint of a garden
includes multiple lots, with a m x of
public and private owners. |It's vita
that the Phil adel phia Land Bank
Redevel opnent Aut hority and Depart nent
of Public Properties, work in
partnership with NGI' and ot her Urban Ag
organi zations to untangl e these

conplicated titled issues, which Ash
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correctly described as a bow of
spaghetti .

It's also inportant that we secure
funding to purchase gardens from
devel opers that acquire garden | and when
there is no other pathway to save them

Si nce Phil adel phia created the | and
bank a decade ago, we heard over and
over fromthe public that comunity
green space is a priority. As a result
of this advocacy, the city's policies
al l ow a phenonenal free disposition of
city-held gardens to nonprofits. This
Is so inportant and I comrend the city
for adopting this policy. But the devi
Is in the details and in the execution.
There are serious challenges with the
way the disposition policy has been
i nterpreted and inpl enented by PHDC,
whi ch has had a crippling effect on our
wor k and many ot her groups.

The nunbers speak for thensel ves.
Bet ween 2015 and ' 19, NGT acquired 44

parcels at 13 gardens fromcity
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agencies. Since 2020, we haven't been
able to acquire a single |ot.
Ironically, we're having an easier tine
negoti ati ng and buying | and at market
rate from devel opers.

The inpact with | and disposition is
hurti ng gardeners. These volunteers
work selflessly to keep their
nei ghbor hoods cl ean, beautiful and
strong, often for decades, but they live
in uncertainly and fear that one day
they will go out and there wll be
bul | dozers in the garden.

2023 was such an inportant year for
Phi | adel phia's Urban Agriculture
community. Parks and Recreation
unveiled the city's first Urban
Agriculture Plan, the city acquired US
Bank liens for close to 90 garden
properties, preventing their |oss at
sheriff sales. W need to keep this
nmonment um goi ng. These are prom sing
steps, but to truly realize the vision

of the Urban Ag plan and to fully
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support, protect and anplify all the
good that gardens and farnms do, we need
productive working partnerships between
the coomunity and all of the various
city agencies to streamine fair and
transparent pathways to garden
preservation and to provi de gardens and
farms the resources and support they
need.

Thank you. | look forward to
continuing to work with you on this
I nportant issue.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Thank you
We greatly appreciate the work you are
doing in our comunities and you know we
stand with you around nmaking this | and
di sposition process nore favorable to
our urban gardens and farm and
congratul ati ons on your recent
nom nation to the | and bank board, which
we hope to be voted on positively
tonorrow. This is a very crucial
perspective that has to be present in

our conversations around the | and
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di sposition policy noving forward.

Thanks so much.

Ryan, please state your nane for
the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

MR. G TTLER-MUNI Z: Ryan
Gttler-Muniz. Thank you, Chairnenber
Gauthier and all the nenbers of the
comm tt ee.

My nanme is Ryan Gttler-Miniz and
I'"'m here as an environnmental justice
organi zer on behalf of the Public
Interest Law Center. I'malso a
volunteer with Iglesias Gardens in
Kensi ngton and a solitary nenber of the
Food Policy Advisory Council. The Law
Center is the only organization in
Phi | adel phia that offers pro bono | egal
representation and conmmunity organi zi ng
to urban farnmers and gardeners. Through
our garden justice legal initiative, we
have provi ded | egal assistant, referrals
and advice to over 70 gardens since

2011. W use both | aw and advocacy to
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preserve Phil adel phia green space, which
is being | ost due to devel opnent
pressure.

Today is an exciting day to
reaffirmour commtnents to
Phi | adel phi ans past, present and future
who attend urban green spaces and nake
our city better as a result.

Agriculture has been practiced here for
t housands of years. First, by the

[ Spani sh translation] or original people
of the Delaware Valley and | ater by

Eur opean settl ers and descendents of

ensl aved Africans who bought their own
ancestorial grow ng practices.

Today, Urban Agriculture can be
found in every nei ghborhood of the city
and is deeply rooted in our Black, Latin
and AAPI communities. Phil adel phia
gardens and farns are places where
peopl e conme together, express thensel ves
freely, grow food for their famlies,
revive connection with the |and,

practice culture, conbat |and-based
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depressi on and heal from gun vi ol ence.
The |ist goes on and on.

These val uabl e spaces refl ect the
wor k of conmmunity workers who
transfornmed negl ected | and around them
using their own | abor and resources, to
make sonet hi ng beautiful for their
nei ghborhood to enjoy. They deserve our
adm ration and our support.

Fromthe city's Urban Agriculture
pl an, we know t hat Phil adel phi a has
roughly 450 grow ng spaces and
two-thirds are located in
raci ally-concentrated areas of poverty,
meani ng over 50 percent of residents are
peopl e of col or and over 20 percent |ive
bel ow t he poverty |ine.

The public health benefits of
mai nt ai ni ng green space in these
communities are well docunented and
conpelling. Uban Agriculture has nuch
to offer Phil adel phia, yet we are at
risk of |osing nmany grow ng spaces

t hroughout the city.
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According to the Phil adel phia
Garden Data Col | aborative, we have | ost
as | east 140 known gardens and farns
since 2008 and nore than half of the
city's garden land is insecure, neaning
it is not owned by the garden or a
trusted third-party, like a comunity
land trust. At the Law Center, we help
gardens secure their land, ideally by
gaining legal title, but sonetines
t hrough long-term | eases. That process
I's conplicated, because gardens often
steward multiple parcels each owned by
different public or private entities.
Soneti nes gardens parcels are privately
owned by specul ators or owners who may
be deceased, even when residents have
tended to them for many years. This
makes the | and vul nerabl e to devel opnent
or, if it is tax delinquent, to
sheriff's sale.

The majority of insecure garden
parcel s, alnost three quarters,

according to the Uban Ag plan, is owned
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by the Gty of Philadel phia. These
parcel s may have pathways to | and
security, but community gardeners,
farmers and advocates to urge the city
to inprove its approach to green space
preservation for nore then a decade.

Gowers still face persistent
roadbl ocks fromcity | and hol di ng
agenci es |i ke the Phil adel phia Land
Bank, including nulti-year wait tines
and applications and a | ack of staff
dedi cated to garden and green space
preservati on.

We are grateful to the conmttee
for giving Urban Agriculture,
practitioners and supporters a platform
today and we reiterate the need
hi ghl i ghting other testinonies for
I ncreased material support. W and the
city council consider additional funding
for the Philadel phia Food Justice
Initiative, which provides grants to
gardens conbating food apartheid and

agenci es |i ke Parks and Recs, whose Farm
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Philly Programwas integral in producing
t he 2023 Urban Ag Pl an.

In addition, we want to stress the
I nportance of ensuring city resources
for Uban Agriculture are invested in
| and that is secure, neaning it is owned
by growers or an entity that wll
preserve the | and over tine.

We urge city council to do nore to
facilitate land security for comrmunity
green spaces by expandi ng | and bank
acqui sitions for eligible gardens and
farms on privatel y-owned tax delinquent
parcel s.

In holding the majority of
t hreat ened garden land, the city has the
potential to chanpion the |ong-term
success of Urban Agriculture in
Phi | adel phi a.

Thank you for the opportunity to
testify and | |l ook forward to answering
any questi ons.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Thank you

for your testinony and for your vital
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wor k and for being such a great partner
to our gardens and farns.

M nority Leader Brooks, do you have
guesti ons?

CHAl RVEMBER BROOKS: Yes, | have a
few questions for the panel.

Jenny, you said that NGI was unabl e
to -- was able to acquire 44 parcels
fromthe city between 2015 and 2019, but
has not been able to apply a single | ot
in the last four years. It's a clear
I ndi cation that our systemis broken,
right, for gardens and agricul ture.

How can the city and the | and bank
fix this problenf

M5. GREENBERG So we have
applications into the city at ten
gardens. Sonme of them the disposition
to NGT was approved by council before
2020 and they just never went to
settlenent. So they are stuck sonmewhere
in what is a long and conplicated
process of approvals. W have probably

five additional applications to put in
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because things aren't noving. One of
the maj or obstacles has been -- the city
i ntroduced, in the 2019 disposition
policy, a new concept of doing a 30-year
sel f-anortizing nortgage on gardens.

Bef ore then, when nonprofits acquired
gardens, |ike the 44 parcels, when we
acqui red those, they were deed
restricted for open space and there was
| anguage, it ceased to be a garden, and
in the future, the | and would go back to
the city and that seened |like a
reasonabl e approach.

This additional requirenent, it's
not really required by the disposition
policy, it's laid out as a tool that can
be used, but PHDC across the board,
whil e the | and hol di ng agenci es has been
treating it as a requirenent. There
were a lot of really problematic terns
in that 30-year nortgage. W were
finally through a | ot of advocacy and
many st akehol ders comng to the |and

bank and rai sing concerns about this.
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We have been working with all three --
i ke the Land Bank Redevel opnent

Aut hority, Public Properties, to
negotiate the ternms of that nortgage.
They have been unwilling to drop the
requirenment. W still hope, in the
future, it mght be dropped, but at

| east the things that woul d have done
harmto the nonprofits, we feel the

| anguage has been inproved upon. W
still -- we agreed to maybe nove six
weeks ago now and still none of the
pendi ng di spositions seemto be noving.

CHAI RVEMBER BROCKS: Thank you for
t hat .

My next question is, what inpact do
t hese policies have on the security of
gardens in Phil adel phia as a whol e?

M5. GREENBERG | think it's very
stressful for the gardeners. They don't
know the future. |It's preventing us
from being again -- you know, once
again, sort of NGI's preservations

pi peline, we start to work in
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partnership with the gardeners, the
Pennsyl vani a Horticul tural Society and
others to search the channels, support
and resources so they are continuing to
grow and build capacity while we're
pursui ng preservation. Until we hold
the land, we can't invest in nature
capital inprovenents.

For exanple, Elizabeth is still
here fromthe Holly Street Garden. W
have been working with Holly Street for
years trying to preserve it. They
really need a water line. W can't put
in a water |ine because we don't hold
the land. |It's holding the gardens
back.

Anot her garden in West
Phi | adel phia, Viola Street, you know,
you had gardeners in their 70s and 80s
haul i ng water froma hydrant down the
street because the city wouldn't all ow
us to put a line in even though we had
rai sed the noney to do it, because we

didn't own the land yet. It's holding
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up progress and causing a |lot of stress
for people.

CHAI RMEMBER BROCKS: Thank you so
much. | really do appreciate all the
wor k you guys do around the city, around
gardens. And congratul ations on the
appointnment. | |ook forward to our
conti nued wor ki ng together noving
forward

CHAI RMEMBER GAUTHI ER: Thank you.
W will now nove on to the public
comrent |ist.

Due to the high nunber of
testifiers here today, we're going to
ask all comrenters |imt their testinony
to three m nutes.

Ms. Jones, can you please call the
nanes of the first three commenters?

THE CLERK: Chris Bol den- Newsone,
Jame Geen, Dr. Ashley Gipper and
Denta Bragwel | .

CHAI RVMEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Sorry for
the false start earlier, Chris.

Can you pl ease state your name for
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the record and proceed with your
conment ?
MR, BOLDEN- NEWSOVE: My nane is

Chri st opher Bol den- Newsone.

First, again, | want to thank you
al |, Honorabl e Council nmenbers, for
having us here today. | wll try as

much as | can get to keep the three
mnutes, but | wll nmake no proni ses.

| want to start first by inviting
all of you, as much as you are able, to
recall who in your famly or in your
chil dhood were the farmers, the
gardeners or the natural healers, these
coul d be people in your famly line or
in your community that you grew up in.
| want you to hold an inmage of themin
your mnd right now, who were the
farmers, who were the gardeners, who
were the natural healers.

We dedicate this tinme and | give ny
testinony to honor them your famly
menbers and ny farm ng ancestors, too,

and | thank God for you and our roots,
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know ng that all of our roots hold up a
tree of our lives.

Agai n, good afternoon. As | said
earlier, I'm Chris Bol den- Newsone, and
I''m here representing primarily Sankofa
Community Farms, which is | ocated at
Bartram s Garden in sunny Sout hwest
Phil adel phia. I'mglad for all the |ove
to Sout hwest that we have been hearing
today. Council nenber Harrity, |'m sad
he I eft, because he was really big up in
Sout hwest .

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER:  He used to
live at Bartram

MR. BOLDEN- NEWSOVE: Hopeful Iy, at
sone point, he can hear us. |'malso
representing True Love Seeds, which is a
seed conpany. | was happy to see sone
of you had True Love Seeds al ongsi de the
Si ster Seeds, both excell ent
organi zations that we have been deeply
connected to. It's a network that's
like a fam |y out here, folks who are

growi ng food in Phil adel phi a.

Page 184

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee on the Environnment
05/ 08/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

I"moriginally from M ssi ssi ppi,
the Mssissippi Delta. That's where ny
peopl e have farmed for thensel ves since
emanci pati on, so since around 1865 or
so. | have been in Philadel phia now
si nce about 2009, 2008 or 2009. | was
attracted to Philly because of it's long
hi story or urban gardens and farnms and
al so because of the little islands of
Bl ack southern culture that are tucked
away in its nei ghborhoods.

| am as | stated earlier,
representing Sankofa Conmunity Farm
I"'ma Co-director and the head farner
there, alongside Ty Hol nberg, who is
al so a farm Co-director and the prograns
manager. We do the work of cultivating
not just healthy habits, but culture
into the community that we work in.

As | am |'ma M ssissippian, an
unabashed sout herner and | cone froma
long tradition just like many, if not
nost of you, actually, of grow ng food

and of what it nmeans to pass that on.
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At Sankofa Community Farm we're an
African di aspora-based farm so we are
much |ike [Spanish translation], an
operation -- a culture base, a
culture-rooted farm W do this right
next to Bartram's Village Apartnents.
We are situated in the historic
Bartram s Garden and we have been a part
of Bartram's Garden now for about 15
years now. | think it's an excellent
exanpl e of how you can do land tenure in
this work. We have been able to be the
beneficiary and the benefactors, you
know, of so nuch good in terns of
resources and the such.

So we grow chem cal -free food al
year long. W have nultiple prograns
t hat address the needs of our comunity.
Many of these prograns were born out of,
you know, requests from our conmunity
itself. We'Ill get to that here in one
second.

W run a youth program a

year-around youth program | think a
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| ot of folks alluded to al so having
youth services. Qurs is a year-around
youth program W are working with
young people nostly from Bartram Hi gh
School, so right in the nei ghborhood.
They learn the basic skills of grow ng
food. They learn the connection of this
food to their culture, so their historic
cultures. You have to have stuff in
context for it to make any sense, right,
for it to be sonething that actually you
engage in, sonmething that's not just
checking a box or getting a check. They
are learning to cook this food.

We have a full culinary programin
whi ch they learn the significance of the
food, how to prepare it in healthy ways
and how to prepare it in ways that teach
t hem about the cultures that they cane
from This is vitally inportant. W
have a community garden, where over 65
famlies fromthe neighborhood, in
Sout hwest and beyond, get to grow food

and get to rub shoulders with each other
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and get to talk to folks that they never
woul d have spoken to before. So we have
wonder ful progranms |ike that.

| wanted to speak to what was
bought up earlier. Again, | think the
Council men Harrity asked about this.
I ndeed, there is a thriving honme garden
bed program under the |eadership of Todd
Hol mberg and Hasha d over [ph], who is
here, | think. Pay attention to this
young | ady, you'll be seeing her around
town doing this work. Because the
comunity requested this. Eventually,
we started this work, right? W have a
crop field, a three-acre crop field
where we are growi ng food. W have two
weekly markets where we're di ssem nating
this food into the community at prices
t hat our neighbors can get at. W have
a thriving vol unteer program where fol ks
can cone fromthe nei ghborhood and | earn
how to grow food or relearn, be
i ntroduced or be re-introduced again to

grow ng food.
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Then the community starting saying,
wel |, you know, wait a mnute, | can't
make it to the cormmunity garden to get a
bed, right, or | got so excited because
| came in contact with some of this
stuff at Sankofa, that | want to do this
at ny house. | want to do this on ny
bl ock. Again, we live in acity --
particularly in Southwest's -- where,
unfortunately, we don't have a | arge
backyard i n Sout hwest Phil adel phi a,
right? W have front yards. People
t hat have houses have front yards
of tenti nes.

So contrary to all -- 1 think a
typical or traditional American
aesthetic, we cane and built the beds
right in their front yards. They are
growng food in their front yards and
they are doing it by the hundreds. W
will cone and provide food and we
specially -- Hasha and Ty -- we wl|
conme in and provide the boxes, we'l]l

provide the soil, we'll provide
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seedlings and we'll get people started
and give them access to regul ar cl asses
so that they can stay in touch with the
thriving community of farmng. So |
work on the land, like | said, it's an
exanple of what it can ook like to
resource urban growing initiative in
this city.

We do all of this work and so nuch
nore that we don't really have tine to
nmention here with relatively few
resources. Few, | say, up against the
work that's needed and that's being
asked for, but we're not alone. Al of
t hese organi zati ons that you see that's
been represented here, many of them as
well as a grow ng group of Urban Ag
organi zations that cane together in
Sout hwest Phi | adel phi a, now about a
decade ago, to create what we cal
SWMG, Sout hwest and West Agri cul tural
G oup. These are sone organi zations
| i ke the Nei ghborhood Land Power

Project, formally known at Urban Tree
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Connection, the Children's Hospital
Garden, Buil ding Your Home Apothecary,
all of these organizations, the

Pennsyl vania Horticul tural Society, who
has been represented here, CGet Fresh
Daily, the Philly Orchard Project, so
many ot her organi zati ons. W deci ded,
that in the absence of the resources,
that we feel that we should be getting
fromthe city -- and | want to

acknow edge how t hings that have changed
since | have been here since 2009, |'m
not comng in here as a naysayer just to
tear down -- | want to acknow edge t hat
t here have been changes, but as Dr.
Vitiello said, it's been up and down.
W' [l be riding high and getting this
novenent going. This is grow ng food.
When you are grow ng food, you are not
just growing units of calorie, you are
growi ng community. It can't be up and
down, it has to be consistent, because
it's arelationship. It's a

relati onship we have with the soil and
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that relationship with the soil forns
rel ati onships with human beings. It
brings communiti es together.

| won't bel abor the points that
have been nade before around all of the
many things that urban grow ng, that
city can do. Ya'll know about it.
Counci | woman Brooks stole all the fire
out of ny speech by starting off how
violence is reduced. Violent crine is
reduced. Poor healthcare outcones are
reduced. It's hard to neasure what
doesn't happen, right, but we can tell
what it |ooked Iike before and what it
| ooked |ike after we had these entities,
you know, but there has been sonme change
and we know it. W know it in our
bones, that when you start doing this
wor k, right, when you start getting in
contact wwth the soil, when you start
doing it in community with people, that
changes happen. They aren't all so
quantifiable. | want to think about

this and I want you, to invite you all
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as well, too, as our city nothers and
city fathers to think about what can the
city be doing to respond. The community
Is already doing it. The communities
are already comng up. A lot of these
fol ks that you all see, these are
organi zations. W have cone in with our
titles and such. W have cone bearing
gifts to get your attention and to keep
it. A lot of what goes on doesn't have
the nane of an organization. A |lot of
this is Ms. Susie, Ms. Jones, these
di fferent folks who have been doing this
forever. They cane up, like nme, from
the deep south or fromthe Cari bbean or
from East and West Africa, from
Sout heast Asia, they canme up with these
places wth this already in them and
they did it where they could until the
pressures of |ife have nade it nore and
nore difficult to do that.

The story | amtold, is when so
many Bl ack fol ks canme up here from South

and North Carolina, particularly, and in
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Ceorgia -- because it's not al ways
asked, the question, well, why is it
when | go to certain neighborhoods I
don't see the gardens. They have them
but the pressure of being able to
mai ntain a hone, of being able to keep a
home, the crack epidemc, all of these
things that canme and wi ped it out, w ped
out, also, culture, w ped out culture,
sort of halted the passing on, the
traditional things human bei ng doi ng,
right, when they are left alone, which
istolife giving traditions and life
nurturing traditions to their young.
Al'l of that was cut.

| want to invite you all, as |
said, as city nothers and city fathers
to renenber that the fol ks are already
doing it. You know they call it
ecol ogi cal services where bees and the
birds can provide, that sort of stuff.
Nobody pays the bees for her pollinating
the flowers that then becone your food.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Agai n, |
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just ask -- we have 24 people to go
after you --

MR, BOLDEN- NEWSOVE: | under st and.
Like I said, I'll go ahead and wap it
up. | want us to think about the ways,
just like the ecol ogical services that
we don't consider, that we don't pay
for. The way that you pay for those
services, right, is by not hindering
them The way support, we can actually
support, as a city, the organi zations
and the individuals who are doing this
work -- and I'mcomng to ny cl ose --
but the organi zati ons doing this work
and the people who are doing this work
is to assist themw th prograns. Fol ks
have tal ked about having stabilized I and
tenure. That is vitally inportant. W
are blessed at Bartranis Garden to be in
a situation where we have that right
now. It has nmade all of the difference.
It's made all of the difference of young
people, for at |east a generation of

young people. Alnost all of our kids --
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and | want this to be on the record --
go on to secondary education or to sone
trade, alnost all of themuniversally,
and they cone back and show us what they
have done. | have troubl e keeping
staff, because, again, what we get from
the systemthat is set up currently are
seasonal workers and -- seasonal workers
only. | can't keep people who are

trying to make this their life work, if

that's what we have. | think we, as a
city, can do better. | want to invite
you all, like | said, to just sort of

remenber that these are your folks.
These are your communities. They are
calling out and crying out and al ready
doi ng the work. How can you hel p? How
can you help them keep that | and where
they are doing the work? How can you
help themw th resources? How can you
hel p them for instance, when they are
going to try to set up a garden in a
lot, right, that they have to pay 12 to

$20, 000 for a Bl ack backfl ow preventer
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in order to tap into city water. \Wat
can you do to help then? Then they have
to go guerrilla garden sonewhere or they
just put that dreamon the shelf and
peopl e suffer.

I"ll end with this, ya'll. The
first line of defense for any nationa
security or any people's security is a
heal t hy popul ous, a healthy and
resilient populous. | want to invite
the city to hel p nake Phil adel phi a that
heal thy and resilient popul ous again.

Thank you.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER°  Thank you so
much. We appreciate you and we
appreci ate what you are doing for people
I n our comunity.

CHAl RVEMBER BROCKS: It was really
amazing to see people out here to
support you and out here just to show
what Sankofa Garden is doing, Bartram
Gardens. | want to appreciate -- we
appreci ate you for being one of those

fol ks passing on traditions to young
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people. A lot of tinmes -- | don't want
to be a part of this skipped generation.
I want to be a part of the generation
that is in part into the next

generation. | want to highlight and say
thank you for being a part of that as
wel | .

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHIER:  Hi, Dr.
Janmes. Pl ease state your nanme for the
record and proceed with your testinony.

M5. GREENBERG My nane is Dr.
Jame Geen and | amdelighted to be a
part of this hearing. | represent the
Pennsyl vani a Departnment of Agriculture
as the newest director of the eastern
regi on, representing Secretary Russel
Readi ng, so | am speaki ng on behal f of
the secretary's office to share our
exci tement and exuberance.

I"mal so an Urban Agriculturist.
My famly owns Thi nk and G ow Far s,
whi ch is based in Vaux H gh School in
North Phil adel phia. W started out in

Urban Agriculture with a shipping
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container farmin West Phil adel phia. |
am an ei ghth generation farnmer. | would
like nmy 9th generation to stand up.

I s ny daughter, N ya here?

Niya had the capacity to build an
i ndoor farm fully operational, fromthe
ground up. The reason | wanted to speak
to you both is ny policy advocacy role
and as a practitioner is to say that |
was honored to participate in the
initial hearing planning commttees for
the Urban Agriculture strategic plan. |
can speak from being one of the people
who was sitting on the floor in the
i brary when we were doing that
strategic plan during COVID. | speak to
you as soneone who can say that
secretary fully supports the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a endorsing this Urban
Agriculture plan, setting up a line item
to support this going forward and we
will continue to invest in U ban
Agriculture as we have over the | ast

three years, Philadel phia being the nost
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active conponent in the state for Urban
Agriculture grants out of the
Pennsyl vani a Departnent of Agricultural.
So we are excited to say that.

| want to also highlight that ny
extraordi nary col | eague, Doug Wl f gang,
will be speaking to you a little later.
He's the Executive Secretary of the
St at e Conservati on Comm ssi on, which
we're going to publicly ask you to do is
to host a hearing on a conservation
district and the resources it brings to
the city as the envel ope that surrounds
Urban Agriculture. There are 67
counties in Pennsylvania, 66 have a
conservation district. Guess which one
does not? W need to correct that.

So there are three points | wanted
to share with you, in addition to ny
role as the head of Urban Agriculture
devel opnent, policy devel opnent for the
Commonweal th.  Your focus on econom c
devel opnent cannot be said strongly

enough.
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As a practitioner, as a farner, |
understand, for ne to generate revenue,
food is what | grow to feed the
community. W were doing that during
COvVID, giving food away in Wst Philly.
Horticultural plants drive nore revenue.
Qur fol ks need to understand where the
revenue is for the conmunity and where
the revenue is to sustain thensel ves.

We did a survey of all Urban
Agricultural's grantees, just finished
two weeks ago. The vast mgjority earned
| ess then $25,000. It cannot hire a
single person to sustain the operation.
These young people, including nmy own,
deserve an understandi ng that Urban
Agriculture is a subsector of one of the
nost powerful industries in the
Commonweal th. It's a subsector of an

i ndustry that is receiving public,
private investnent, so if the city does,
the state wants to support this effort.

| wll cut ny corments there out of

respect, but thank you for hosting this
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heari ng. Pl ease consider hosting a
hearing for the conservation district
that Doug is going to tal k about a
little bit later. W need that in
Phi | adel phia. Thank you.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Thank you.

Pl ease state your nanme for the
record and proceed with your conment.

M5. GRIPPER  Good afternoon. M
name is Ashley Gipper. Good afternoon
to city council nenbers and bl essings to
my grower famly here. Thank you to all
the council people who organi zed this
heari ng.

| was born and raised in Philly.

My famly has called 27 Di anond hone for
five generations. | amalso a
professor, research and faculty nenber
at Dornsife Center, which is part of the
School of Public Health of Drexel

Uni versity. | was a menber of the

pl anning team for the U ban Ag plan,
Gowing to the Root, along with Ash

R chards, Soil Generation and Interface
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Studio and | amcurrently on the
menber shi p and governance comm ttee of
the food policy advisory council.

Wth the guidance of ny ancestors
drawi ng on the lived experiences of ny
parents and comrunity, | also found an
organi zation call ed Land Based Jawns.

Qur work is about hel ping Black folks in
Philly remenber our spiritual

organi zi ng and | and-based I|i ving
traditions and is guided by many of the
themes and | essons of Octavia Butler's
par abl es.

Land Based Jawns was al so funded by
t he Phil adel phi a Food Justice
Initiative. | was asked to testify
t oday because ny activism advocacy and
econom ¢ work are all focused on
Philly's Urban Ag novenent and the
environnmental and spiritual health
I npacts of grow ng food.

Today we have heard a | ot about why
agriculture is inportant to individuals,

nei ghbor hoods and communities. W have
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heard about -- we know people's |ived
experi ences and expertise should be
enough to hel p you understand the
magni t ude and power of agriculture in
the city. In case it's not, I amhere
and was asked to share sone of the data
and docunented history about agriculture
specifically in Philadel phia.

There are three points | want to
hi ghlight that | think were touched on
or not touched on at all. First, the
story is always about land. Land is
al ways at the center. W're all part
of nature. It is our responsibility to
care for the plan. There are ways that
you all and your fellow council nenbers
can hel p support us doing that work.

First, as we tal k about
Phi | adel phi a Food Justice Initiative, a
| ot of people have been inpacted by the
wor k and the prograns that came out of
that work, that's because the
Phi | adel phi a Food Justice Initiative

does not limt its funding to
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nonprofits. A lot of the people here in
this room operate businesses, they
operate projects that are outside of
nonprofits. This is inportant to noving
the work forward, because sone of us
need to operate outside of that
traditional structure in order to do the
work in a way that is neaningful to the
peopl e that we care about.

The second point is around
I ncreasi ng consi stent fundi ng and
support despite the pressures of
devel opnent and gentrification. A
little bit about the history of
Phi | adel phia. Vacant lot -- our history
is rich and long. Gty lot, vacant | ot
greeni ng was encouraged and first
recorded in 1987. It continued during
and after World War 11 in the form of
victory gardens. During these tine
periods, the city offered
I nfrastructural support to community
nmenbers who wanted to practice

self-reliance and grow their own foods
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on abandoned and unused | and, but the
era of the industrialization of
Phi | adel phia that started in 1800s
continued well into the 1970s and 80s,
and after hosting autonobile and
electric industries, |like Ford and GE,
Philly found itself with fewer conpanies
| eaving fewer jobs for its residents.

After World War 11, the popul ation
decreased fromtwo mllion to 400, 000.
So between the 1950s and 1990, severa
t hi ngs happen. There were waves of
m gration to Phil adel phia by Puerto
Ri can i mm grants and Bl ack people from
the south. Also, many white honeowners
and | andowners left the city and noved
to Suburban areas during this tinme. So
the sharp decrease in population and
| oss of industry left thousands of
vacant | ots and abandoned hones.

During the 1990s, the city began to
increase its infrastructural and
programmati c support for comunity-1|ed

ag, even though Philly still had 31, 000
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vacant |l ots and 26, 000 abandoned hones
on record, but this trend is not new.
What we have seen throughout Philly's
history is witnessing a patterning of
when the city supports agriculture and
when it decreases that support.

Hi storically, a decrease in econonm c and
i nfrastructural support of the city's
growers often coincides with waves of
gentrification and devel opnent, so you
draw your own concl usi ons.

W see, as people cone into this
city, agriculture becones |ess
supported. This decrease does not stop
us fromreclaimng these |lots for what
we need it for. M second point was to
have that funding be consistent. Land
security. Jenny tal ked about production
and infrastructure support for gardeners
wi t hout |and security. How are we
supposed to get water? How are we
supposed to get the structures that we
need if we don't even own the | and?

There is no funding that we can get when
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we don't own the | and.
My last point is that this work is
spiritual. | didn't hear a whole | ot of

peopl e tal k about the spiritual nature

of the work that we do. | heard people
tal k about violence. | heard people
take about crinme. For ne, I'll speak

about Bl ack people, because |I'm Bl ack,
but di sconnecting Bl ack people from
| and, nature and agriculture is violent.
Qur spirituality is connected to the
land. It's rooted in the |and. Wen
you take us away fromthat, there are
ills that cone, there is a spiritua
si ckness that cones. |If we want to talk
about violence, we want to tal k about
crime, we want to tal k about being well
and being healthy, it needs to start
with allowng us to be on the land in
the ways that we were neant to be.

CHAI RMEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Thank you so
much.

CHAl RVEMBER O ROURKE: 1"l just

say that that was heard | oud and cl ear.
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| think I'lIl just note, for the record,
that it's really encouraging to hear
fol ks tal k about that who are not -- and
| am maki ng an assunption here, and I
apol ogize if it's wong -- who are
necessarily a part of the institutional
church, for exanple. I'ma mnister.
Recently, there is a brother from
Bal ti mrore naned Dr. Heba Brown who is
head of the Black church food security
network. | know you just did your
testinony. Have you all interacted? |Is
there any col | aborati on going on? Very
good to hear.

Thank you for your testinony.

CHAl RVEMBER GAUTHI ER: Pl ease state
your nane for the record and proceed
wi th your comrents.

M5. BRAGWELL: My nane is Denta

Bragwell. | amthe operator of RMB
Farnms -- it's an integrated farm-- wth
nmy partner, Bryce Rowe. | amalso the

Chair for Philadel phia County, Co-chair

Pittsburgh, National Resource
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Conversation Agency. | am al so one of
the representatives, |ocal
representatives from USDA and Farm
Services and |'ma grower.

| have |ived in Philadel phia since
1996. My background is nore energency
heal t hcare, UPenn Hospital, that sort of
t hi ng.

In 2018, ny partner and | attenpted
to purchase |and fromthe |and bank. W
wer e unsuccessful and unfortunately
failed from purchasing | and, because at
the tinme, the land bank, as well as
certain city agencies are not able to
accept state or federal funding for
agriculture or growing. It seens, in
2016, soneone in your -- either PIDC or
Phi | adel phi a Housi ng G- oup had revoked
our county's insurance for protection
for Urban Agriculture or environnenta
products, neaning all of us are farmng
at a deficit because we have to purchase
our own insurance. As one of the few

grower/ producers that have gone through
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this particular training, sonething that
we have all developed in commttees.
This is a grower/producer training given
by the FDA. This very | arge notebook
here has information for us to soi

test, water test, where we can go get
information for aninmal care, hatchery
servi ce, goats, ducks, whatever. These
kinds of trainings, a lot of us

grower/ producers have and usual ly have
to go outside of the county. Wen we
failed to purchase our |and, we wound up
having to go to Poughkeepsi e and
Coatesville for representation for urban
growers. There was none in 2011.

Bet ween nyself, the Food Advi sory
Council, the Food Trust, Parks and Rec
and all these other organizations here,
we devel oped an actual commttee chair
with state and federal governnent in
Urban Agricul ture, environnental and
construction for growers and producers
that would be interested in taking state

and federal noney to bring jobs to
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Phi | adel phia, but also bring |arger
agriculture interest to Phil adel phi a.

| know sone fol ks are very
interested in the henp processing plant
that went to Sonerset County. |In 2016
and 2017, nyself and others did present
that information to city council.
Unfortunately, they rejected it, so the
pl ant had gone over to Sonerset County.

We have done a lot of work and | am
very grateful for everyone to tal k about
the spiritual connections of it all. I,
unfortunately, handle all the dry
i nformati on of policy, funding and
technical assistant. A lot of the
prograns that these fol ks are talking
about that are part of the USDA we've
all had access to.

My particular issue is, the city
needs to, A, listen to the people who
are growing here, also listen to us
representatives, because we consistently
change a lot of information for Urban

Agriculture. We no |longer use the term
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comuni ty gardens for Phil adel phia or
Pittsburgh. W use mcro farnms, because
nost of us are farm ng on 800 square
feet or nore, and because of that, we
weren't able, as a state or federal
group, to give these folks training or
education, funding or what have you, but
because we decided to change the
st andards because Phil adel phia is the
center of the farmbill since 2012, we
decided to listen to them and advocate
with themto change the state and
federal funding. That's why you'll see
a |lot of other groups and organi zations
within the State of Pennsylvani a
advancing a lot of things, that's
because of the hard work that everyone
behi nd nme has done over the decades.

| deal with only dry information.
My position as a chair is to speak
directly to city council nenbers, the
Mayor's Office, L& and other city
agencies to explain to themwhat this

new i nformation is, how the standards go
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and where the funding is comng from as
wel | as where the fundi ng goes.

Mysel f and ny partner, we have nade
the decision to not force the issue of
pur chasi ng | and through the | and bank to
focus solely on the policy issues to
ensure that other people can be
successful in reaching this agriculture
noney.

| am once again, open to ya'll,
city council, for any questions or
information or anything that is specific
to your district when it cones to U ban
Agricul ture funding, technica
assi stance or whatever have you. |
understand that | amnot the nost |iked
person in this room sonetines, because |
deal only wwth the facts and data, so |
amgrateful for a lot of the folks in
this roomthat actually pick up where |
can | eave off, as far as the hard data
and the facts. As usual, | sit with the
officer's sustainability within the Food

Advi sory Council. | report every
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gquarter to state and federal agencies,
i ke Secretary Reading, as well
as Val sec [ph], who is one of the
secretaries of Uban Ag at a federa
| evel .

| always offer nyself to ya'll
For any information, please contact Food
Advi sory Council. You can neet with ne
on the phone, Zoom whatever. | have
already net with a mgjority of the
growers, they have this information.
There is still noney avail able for
techni cal assistance and training. This
is what we're trying to bring to
Phi | adel phia so every grower here in
Philly has the same access to
I nformation and opportunity to grow with
their communities, fund their
comunities and keep their food and
communi ti es safer

What | was show ng around, that
little box there, that's part of the PA
preferred program Most of the growers

i n Pennsylvania are on that program and
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that keeps our food prices Iow Those
eggs right there are $4. 49, have been
$4. 49 even at the height of the pandemc
in 2020, but a |ot of people don't know
or understand that this particul ar
program keeps us safe -- I'musing air
guotes here -- frominflation because
the products at that programis strictly
for Pennsylvania folks. A lot of these
growers would Iike to be able to get on
to that PA preferred programto expand
their reach, but once we have sone
policy issues taken care of, it's ny
hope that these growers will go on to
expand t hensel ves and save their
conmuni ti es.

CHAI RVMEMBER GAUTHI ER: Thank you
for your testinony and your work. W
| ook forward to working with you.

| am going to hand off the
chairshi p over to Council nenber O Rourke
to take care of sone other counci
busi ness, but before |I |eave, | just

wanted to thank Mnority Leader Brooks
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and Counci | mnenber O Rourke for the
wonder ful hearing and thank everybody
who participated today while I was here.
It truly has been amazi ng and

i nsightful.

CHAI RVEMBER O ROURKE: Thank you,
Menberchair. Thank you for all who
testified.

Can the clerk please call the next
group of commenters at this tine?

THE CLERK: Onar Tate, Jethro
Hei ko, Dougl as Wl fgang, Alexis W] ey.

CHAI RVEMBER O ROURKE: |If you can
state your nane for the record and begin
your testinony.

MR HEIKG Sure. M nane is
Jethro Hei ko. Thanks for having ne.
Good afternoon. Unlike the schoo
district where | waited six hours to
testify two weeks ago, at least here I'm
actually getting educated. Thank you
all. Thanks for this opportunity to
share ny experience with and passion for

Phi | adel phia's agriculture sector.
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Again, ny nane is Jethro Heiko. [|I'm
here testifying in ny role as the
reparati on cormon design |lead for
repar ati onWr ks.

For 30 years, | have been worKking
to repair the world through conmunity
bui | di ng, including many audaci ous
projects and initiatives. | live in
East Cak Lane with ny wife and two
teenagers. |'mdedicating ny testinony
for a friend and farnmer, Nala Bl oom who
died way to young six nonths ago. |
cannot match her light or brilliance,
but I hope to share a bit of the passion
she had for 3D farm ng, which she shared
with me and so nmany ot hers.

Four years ago, ny children and |
tapped our maple tree in East OGak Lane
and nmade maple syrup; it was a very
chal | engi ng and sweet experience. The
next year we went door to door to
recruit nore famlies in East Cak Lane
and identify trees and eventually

created OGak Lane Maple, which led to a
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uni versity partnership, which was
awar ded a $500, 000 USDA grant to create
simlar maple progranms in the region.

In 2022, wth Wncote Acadeny, we
brought mapl e sugar into Philly high
school s and students and fam lies in our
city. We made a |lot of maple syrup and
| ed many wor kshops with groups that are
here today.

Tappi ng mapl e trees connected ne to
a vibrant, creative and essential sector
in our city, the agriculture sector.
Across |iving nei ghborhoods, there are
t housands of creators, founders,
tenders, tapping, foraging, pruning,
growing food fromland with support of
our nei ghbors. W are farm ng | and,
forging and harvesting food, |eading
wor kshops, gat hering our nei ghbors and
creating healthy conmunities for the
resilience in the face of gun viol ence,
climate and nmental health crisis and
hi gh | evel s of poverty.

As a reparation comon design | ead
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for reparationWrks |I want to share our
support and conmttee to the Urban Ag
pl an and encourage the city council to
use all of its power to inplenent this
road map, the Urban Ag plan, for the
grow h of the agriculture sector in our
city. At reparationWrks, we are
creating a less -- or co-creating with
all of you -- a lush and thriving

Phi | adel phia through the sacred power of
reparations. W do this to return on

di vestnents fromsettler colonialismand
travel slavery. By centering repair and
healing with these organi zations and

ot her institutions and individuals, we
are unbi ndi ng noney and, hopefully soon,
| and of the free spirit and forging

rel ati onships in support of communities
t hat have been harned by historic and
current systenms of violence, |and theft
and oppression. W know the city can
play a nore significant role in the

heal ing and repair of city. To ne,

that's what the Urban Ag pl an
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represents, a road map towards a | ush
and thriving Philadel phia where everyone
participates, as ny famly has had the
opportunity to do, to engage with the
| and and the natural resources that
sustain our lives and help us thrive.
Today, | urge you to listen and
support Director Richards and their
urgent call to protect gardens and farns
that are threatened, to support this
| egislation and fully fund and support
the Urban Ag plan, where there is a
cl ear set of funding and policy
priorities devel oped through a robust
mul tiyear public process, to work with
us to identify and secure public and
private | and, including | and owned by
state institutions and others to divest
of under-utilized I and which should be
used for permanently protected
agriculture and other community assets.
Thank you so nuch for your tinme and
attention to these critical needs and

this trenmendous opportunity for our
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city. |'mhappy to answer questions and
to neet with you or any nenber of the
public here today who is interested in
co-creating a lush and thriving

Phi | adel phi a.

Lastly, an invite. It's mushroom
season. A lot of creeks. AmIl the only
person that knows that? It snells and
tastes exactly |like waternelon rinds. |
am here today, because yesterday |
dr opped of f 30 pounds, which is |
foraged in under an hour and a half on
Monday norning after | dropped ny kid
off at the train. He's going to nmake
chow chow out of it, | think. It's
amazing. |If you would ever like to
join me and ny son as we forage and
harvest [inaudi bl e] for honeysuckle
provision in West Philly, please cone
and talk with me. Thank you.

CHAI RMEMBER O ROURKE: Thank you
for your testinony. Douglas?

MR. WOLFGANG Yes. Thank you,

everyone. M/ nane is Doug Wl f gang.
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' mthe Executive Secretary of the State
Conservation Comm ssion. |'Ill piggyback
on Dr. Geen. W are so fortunate to
have her in the Departnent of
Agriculture and the | eadership she's
provided in Urban Agriculture in
Harrisburg and in particular in nmy line
of work, just really coordinating the
efforts to forma county conservation

di strict here in Philadel phia.

What is a State Conservation
Conmm ssi on? W operate under joint
authorities of the State Departnents of
Agriculture and Environnental Protection
and try to find that equilibriumor that
bal ance between the two, but we address
sonme of the biggest issues of our tine,

i ncluding | and use, water quality, food
security, climte change. These are al
national issues, as we know, and they
affect us regardl ess of where we |ive.
They di sproportionately affect

di sadvant aged popul ations, that's

sonet hi ng we have always known. | think
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this is a real opportunity here, |ooking
at this through the Il ens or conservation
to provide funding and opportunities for
Phi | adel phia that will align with all of
this amazi ng nmonentum wi th Ur ban
Agriculture. | think the timng is so
critical right nowto forma
conservation district.

We oversee funding and resources
for 66 county conservation districts
across the state, as Dr. G een mentioned
66 and there are 67 counties in
Pennsyl vania, so the need is there. W
feel that working locally, conservations
happens at the local |evel and the
m ssion -- we have over $200 million in
a comm ssion that we have record funding
right nowthat is trickled down through
country conservation districts that make
their way to the ground for agriculture
conservation, environnmental and natural
resource related projects. So we want
to make sure that Philadel phia is

positioning itself to realize sonme of
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t hose funds.

Conservation districts are a quasi
state -- formof quasi state and |oca
governnent, and as | nentioned, we
adm ni ster grants and fundi ng for
vol untary conservation at the grassroots
level. If you look at the staff and the
directors across the state, it's 1,000
i ndi vidual s strong. W do anmzi ng worKk.
Board of directors are appointed by the
county governing body and nom nati ng
or gani zati ons represent diverse
interests within the conmunity.

H story of conservation is |ong.

It goes all the way back to the dust

bow era when a huge cl oud of w ndbl own
dust cane fromthe M dwest because of
tillage practices and Bl ackened the
skies here in the east back in 1937.
Pennsyl vani a's Conservation District Law
was formed 1945 and the first district
was fornmed in Potter County back at that
time. It's really amazing to be here

havi ng a di scussi on, you know, in 2024,
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about form ng a conservation district
with you all, along with this amazing
effort that's going on with Urban
Agricul ture.

There has never been nore nonment um
for Uban Ag and the recognition of ag's
i nportance fromfood security

perspective and for its economc

value -- and Dr. G een and | tal k about
this as well, for its conservation
val ue -- we have heard the thenes of

st ewar dshi ps today and that connection
to the |l and and sustainability.
Producers, whether it's a farmin the

m ddl e of rural Pennsylvania or an urban
farmthat's in Center City Phil adel phi a,
it's that sense of pride and that
stewardshi p and that noble task of
produci ng food for people who -- we all
need to eat. W're in areas that just
have such a shortage of availability of
fresh food, so we feel that districts
can provide sone of that technica

assi stance and fi nancial assistance to
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help link sone of these prograns and
efforts together.

Agriculture and the definition of
agriculture is diverse and evol ving and
so, too, is conservation, very
specifically, so I'll wap this up.
Practices we can fund through prograns
t hat woul d benefit Phil adel phia U ban
Ag, irrigation systens, conpost
facilities, agroforestry, soil health
practices |ike cover crops, hoop houses
to encl ose areas that have a nore
control l ed environnment for grow ng, soi
testing potentiality, environental
education, tree plantings, water shed
restoration, practices that mtigate the
effects of climte change and help to
buil d adaptation and resiliency and al so
help to ensure the | atest technol ogi es
from wherever we get research funding
frommake its way to the work Urban Ag
I's doing here in Philadel phia as well.
This all gets done through partnerships

wi th many organi zations, | think, also
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formng a district would open up new
partnerships with environnmental and
agricultural organizations for the city.

Again, just really what we wanted
to say today is the comnmssion fully
supports a hearing to deternmine the
public's interest in formng a
conservation district per section five
of the conservation district |aw and we
al so fully support consideration of this
Urban Ag plan as reinforcenent of the
public's interest in formng this
district as well.

Thank you very nmuch for your tine.

CHAl RVEMBER O ROURKE: Thank you
very much for your testinony.

As | amw tnessing and | am
| ooking -- and | know Alexis is com ng
up -- and | think we're getting late in
the hour. What you may hear as you are
testifying is a buzzer going off because
['"'msetting it at three m nutes.
Qovi ously, nost of us have not been held

to that, so don't feel rushed, but know
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that's what that is. |[|f you are so
inclined to be nore concise with your
statenent, do so.

Pl ease state your nane for the
record.

M5. WLEY: M nanme is Alexis
W1 ey.

CHAI RVMEMBER O ROURKE: Pl ease begin
your testinony.

M5. WLEY: Good afternoon
Counci | renbers and ny bel oved grow ng
community. As | previously stated, ny
name is Alexis Wley, although many of
you know nme as Lex. |'man ecologist, a
cul ture geographer and a conmunity farm
educat or at Sankofa Comrunity at
Bartraml s Garden and | have been farm ng
for about four years now.

| am a native Philadel phian with
famliar roots in the Carolinas and ny
fam ly and ancestors were free farners,
sharecroppers and ensl aved agri cul tural
wor kers and i ndi genous African farners.

I"'mthe first innmy famly to return to
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growi ng since ny great grandparents'
generation through sharecrops and ny
grandparents were the generation that
fled the south, but still found
t hensel ves growing food in their
backyards and in side lots in Newark,
New Jersey and in Phil adel phia. MW
pat ernal grandnot her was actual ly part
of the Airport Comrunity Garden in
Sout hwest .

| began farmng as a way to
understand the experiences of ny
ancestors and ny comunity. As a Bl ack
American, ny experiences outside the
natural world -- excuse ne, within that
natural world -- were marred by
hi stories of displacenent, violence and
exploitation. However, through working
the land in a culturally rooted effort,
| understand that ny |egacy of
| and- based work in the African BASPA is
| arger than our trauma. This is
knowl edge that | have cone to know and

enbody, not just at Sankofa, but in nmany
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of the garden spaces in our city that
engage with our ancestorial and cul tural
roots.

You see, community farnms and
gardens in our city are nore than
physi cal sites of growing food, they are
sites of cultural renediation where we,
fromour respective traditions,
cultivate senses of place, of hone, of
heal th, of livelihood and dignity. Mny
of us organizations and farm ng
i ndividuals in this roomshare resources
and connections. W're actively
bui |l ding communities to support out
efforts to conbat food apartheid in our
city by coll aborating together.

For exanple, as Chris nentioned in
his testinony, through education and
wor kshop i n the Sout hwest West
Agriculture Goup, also known as SWMNAG
Qur presence and active engagenent of
our nei ghbors in the aforenentioned that
the city support the food sovereignty

and |iberation by offering
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t hem opportunities to |l earn and
participate in a food systemthat has
not and does not honor their voice or
agency. It offers an outlet for
bui | di ng communi ty cohesi on, supporting
our safety and harmreduction efforts in
our nei ghborhood. Moreover, it
i ncreases their physical access to green
spaces, affording them opportunities to
support the sustainability goals of our
city and enact |asting positive changes
to our city's ecol ogy, including
supporting | ocal biodiversity and
managi ng fl oods.

| magi ne that we, the farnmers and
t he nei ghbors we serve, were secure on
the land that we live on and cultivate.
Wth guaranteed roots, |ots would not
only be converted into affordable
housi ng, but al so acconpanyi ng green
space that supports us by reducing heat
i sland effect, feeding the block and
provi di ng communal gathering spaces, to

name a few exanpl es.
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The knowl edge, community buil di ng,
power and people to expand the inpact of
this work are already here, right here
in our city. The farnmers in this room
do not grow food as a hobby. It's not
recreation. It's our l|ivelihood which
we do to feed our comunities the nost
af f ordabl e, heal thy and sustai nabl e food
we know how. The people power is
al ready here.

" masking for city council's help
I n supporting what we already do. |I'm
echoi ng many of the causes that have
al ready been stated. |'masking you to
renove the barriers to | and access and
tenure, to dissolve the convol uted
mechani smto | andownership or
occupation, especially for growers, so
that nore fol ks can get access to the
land to grow and commune. This is
critically inportant because nmany of the
growers in our city conme fromfarmng
cultures and have been historically

di spl aced and di spossessed abroad and in
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Phi | adel phi a.

Secondly, |I'm asking you to pay us,
to fund and resource our work robustly.
Agriculture work is severely underval ued
across the world despite the fact that
we are feeding the people. Qur work is
val uable. W go beyond the food aspect.
We al so sinultaneously cultivate
community. W deserve funding and wages
that directly support workers, as |
ment i oned, because this is our
l'ivelihood. This is our job.

The city is uniquely positioned to
set a precedent for dignified, valued,
conmuni ty- operated and organi zed Urban
Agricul ture novenent.

On behal f of the farners at Sankof a

and our larger growi ng comunity, | ask
city council in actually supporting our
goal s.

Thank you.

CHAl RVEMBER O ROURKE: Thank you,
Al exi s.

As we're getting ready to call the
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next witness, this is a very beautifu
thing to be a part of today. For all of
you that have conme out here to provide
your testinony and to speak on these
things and to see so many peopl e
speaking to this is really encouraging
my soul. Thank you for all of your
testinony, all of the work that you do
to do that.

Can the clerk please call the next
group of commenters?

THE CLERK: Judith Robi nson, Wadi a
Gardi ner and Meg DeBrito.

CHAl RVEMBER O ROURKE: Good
afternoon. As | nentioned earlier,
you' || hear a buzzer go off. That is
because | set the tiner at three
m nutes. |If you are so conpelled to be
nore conci se, we would appreciate it,
but please don't feel pressured. W are
grateful for your testinony today.

Pl ease state your nane for the
record.

M5. GARDI NER: Thank you very much.
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Good afternoon. M nane is Wadi a

Gardiner. It's wonderful to be present
with the city council. | thank you
kindly for this opportunity. |I'm

representing Hunting Park Conmunity
Gar den.

A 260- page docunent ten years in
t he maki ng, three years of comunity
engagenent, one year and 14 days since
the launch of the Urban Ag plan and
where are we now?

As a native Phil adel phi an and
lifelong resident of Hunting Park --
that's 19140, the poorest nei ghborhood
in the Gty of Philadel phia, the poorest
of the top ten cities of the United
States of Anerica and an original nmenber
of the Hunting Park Community Garden
since 2011 -- | can tell you that the
I npl ementation of the Uban Ag plan is
what's needed to regul ate, system ze and
stinul ate the already-existing ag
activity, econom c and ingenuity thanks

to the past, present and current hands
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of Phil adel phia residents |ike nyself.
Let nme see your hands. These are
t he hands of Urban Agriculture in
Phi | adel phia, these hands. It starts
with the and. She who owns the | and
controls it all, your very existence,
fromresources |ike food and water to
| abor to housing. Until the
gentrification under the guise of
af f ordabl e housi ng stops being pitted
agai nst community gardens, mcro
gardens, Urban Ag will be considered
not hing nore than a nice project, a
bouti que activity for the retired and
the well fed and sone science teachers.
Urban Ag is nore than food
production, it's workforce devel opnent.
It's investing in industry and
production, |ike solar, |ike henp
products. There is mllions is
cannabis, there is billions in henp. W
shoul d have had two henp manufacturing
entities in this city back in 2017, one

for North Philly, one for South Philly.
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Phi | adel phi a woul d be working right now.
The city woul dn't be desperate | ooking
for two, three, 4,000 people to
participate as workers in the city.

It's health and well being. It
pronotes dietary and nutrition access, a
conmmunity participation through cost
generational activity, a healthy and
natural nethod for interacting and
engagi ng within our environnent. More
inportantly, it's about the control of
our food system our country, our
comuni ty, our county, our
nei ghbor hoods. W can all recall and
| ook back on how long it took the city
to respond during the pandem c and OEM s
I dea of keeping us safe was to keep
us out of our conmmunity gardens, away
fromthe very food that we didn't have
access to during the pandemc. Yes, we
have pantries and farnmers' markets, but
charity is not sustainable. It keeps
peopl e dependent, wanting, insecure and

unsure. Charity should not be the norm
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It sinply should not be the norm
Farnmers' markets are great unless they
have a plan that includes training
communities to ultimately run their own
farmers' markets and establish

relati onships with local farnmers, then
they, too, are nothing nore than a
charitable entity. |If that charitable
entity like a farmers' market for which
Hunting Park had a 15-year relationship
decides to go away, then we are back to
wanting with our hands out | ooking for
charity.

Phi | adel phia, a world class city, a
worl d heritage city, and yet we're not
on par with our international brothers
and sisters when it conmes to Urban
Agriculture we're the only county in the
State of Pennsylvania who has yet to
have a conservation district. Pretty
sad.

So let's not |let our ignorance
propel us forward. Let's let the

assurance of this 260-page docunent
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provi de econony, a robust workforce,

| and ownershi p, revenue, incone,
commerce for the Gty of Phil adel phia.
The USDA is here. It's on Broad Street.
The first tine in the history of

Phi | adel phia, we have this kind of
federal representation in U ban
Agriculture and I, Iike many ot her
average citizens, was in the roomto
make that happen. PSA is here,

Pennsyl vani a Sustai nabl e Agricul ture,
one of our |argest state

representatives -- excuse ne, nonprofits
when it cones to participating in U ban
Ag. Again, | was in the room I|ike many
Phi | adel phia citizens to nmake sure that
t hat happened. Every elenent, entity
and resources here waiting for

Phi | adel phia to participate. There is
no nore tine. There is no nore excuses
for this level of inactivity. Wrkforce
devel opnent, econony, community
engagenent. You want people to work.

You want the violence to stop. You want
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Phi | adel phi ans to be engaged. G ve them
a reason to be invested in their own
communities. This is the tinme and this
is the opportunity to do it.

City council, the ball is in your
court. | thank you very nuch.

CHAl RVEMBER O ROURKE: Thank you
very much

Pl ease state your nane and begin
your testinony.

M5. DEBRITO Yes. Hello. M nane
Is Meg DeBrito. | have been a
Phi | adel phia resident for 23 years. |
have cone from a Cape Verdeans
background and Irish background. M
famly is mdwestern farnmers and growers
and | have famly froman island culture
that did not have soil they could grow
in, so |l cone fromacross the spectrum
I n under standi ng where urban farm ng and

our national farm ng need to nove

f orwar d. | have worked at Penn State
Col l ege of Ag. | have worked for G eens
G ow as the Executive D rector. | have
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wor ked for PSA as a Devel opnent Director
and I now work for Inpact PHL, which is
wor ki ng with high net individuals,
phil anthropic and famly offices to get
themto take their noney out of the
gl obal market and put it into |ocal
markets. |'mlooking to have these
peopl e see what they can invest in in
Phi | adel phi a around Urban Agricul ture.
Wen | speak to these people, they
understand that Urban Agriculture is
here as one sense of inpact, but they
cannot see a profitability inpact. |
know, having worked on the ground wth
these comunities, that there is
profitable inpact there in terns of
wor kf or ce devel opnent, in terns of
product in the larger regional capacity
and devel oping tools and resources for
farmers to grow their business sense
here, while we have the FSA here, as
wel | as other statew de and nati ona
organi zations nove into the city. The

city does need to get behind this in
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ternms of investing in where this can
grow as a workforce and as a public
resour ce.

In saying all of that, | do say,
al so, well being is sonething that sone
of those top dollars are starting to
fall behind, in terns of arts, in terns
of physical space that brings well being
t hrough fl owers, nedicinal herbs, things
that are outside that we're | ooking at
in terns of our vegetable market. So
where do we al so support those grow ng
areas? Wthin the feel of Urban
Agricul ture.

As we are noving this forward,
there are real estate investors
onl ooki ng at how do | keep urban farns
in nmy conmmunity even though I'm
investing in real estate. How do we get
| arger scale inpact investors to put
their noney behind that along with the
city? As the city develops this and
pushes this Urban Ag process forward, we

will see that inpact investors can step
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behind the city in terns of lifting
these resources to people in this
conmuni ty.

That's all | have to share. Thank
you.

CHAl RVEMBER O ROURKE: Thank you
for your testinony. WII the clerk
pl ease call the next group of comenters
at this tine?

THE CLERK: Lisa Bonitati bus,

El oi se Young, Princess Rahman and Joshua
Var ner .

CHAI RMEMBER O ROURKE: Bl essi ngs
and good afternoon. Please state your
name and begin your testinony.

M5. BONI TATIBUS: Lisa Bonitatibus.
Good afternoon, nmenbers of the
environment conmttee. M nane is Lisa
Bonitatibus. | represent Toxic Free
Philly and our coalition of over 30
nati onal and | ocal environental, health,
| abor and environental justice
organi zations. W're grateful to

Counci | mrenber G ndy Bass for her
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| eadership in sponsoring the healthy

out door public spaces or HOPS ordi nance,
bi |l nunber 40025, that was enacted in
January of 2021. This | aw was passed by
city council with a unani nous vote.

For those of you who were not yet
serving in council, the law elim nates
the use of toxic, synthetic pesticides,
such as gl yphosi ne and 2, 4-D on
city-owned or | eased grounds, except in
the case of an energency or with an
approved waiver. The law al so
establ i shes reporting and si gnage
requi renments for all pesticide applied
to city grounds. The HOPS ordi nance
will no doubt prevent nany cases or
cancer, chil dhood asthma and nunerous
ot her di seases associated with pesticide
exposure. |t pronotes organic, nontoxic
| and nmanagenent .

You may have heard about these
chemcals in the many lawsuits in the
news. W' re taught they are safe, but

as it turns out, they are really
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dangerous, just as we were told
cigarettes were safe. Now we are happy
to have a law to hel p keep people, pets
and wildlife safe. | urge you to
remenber the heal thy outdoor public
spaces ordi nance -- HOPS -- that you so
wi sely and courageously passed when you
i npl enment ed t he Phil adel phia Urban
Agriculture Plan. These two efforts are
aligned in creating a cleaner and
greener Phil adel phia for everyone.

The six key goals of the Urban
Agriculture plan align with elimnating
toxic herbicides. Oganic food free
fromtoxic herbicides is safer,
heal t hier and nore nutritious and isn't
that our goal here, to | et people have
access to nutritious food?

| brought this beet to show you. |
didn't grow this one. M daughter has a
smal |l pot on the roof with sone
seedlings that she started herself. If
the squirrels don't rearrange themall,

she may get the beet the size of an
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acorn at the end of the sumer, but she
will be very proud of that and we w ||
cel ebrate. Everyone need to grow
nutritious food, but if you spray

[ buzzer went off, blocking testinony].

Lastly, | invite you to go to our
website, toxictreePhilly.org, where we
have | oads of information. Feel free to
email us, call us and we're happy to
answer any questions you m ght have.

Thank you for your service to our
great city and for your attention today.

CHAI RVEMBER O ROURKE: Thank you
for your testinony.

Good afternoon.

M5. YOUNG  Good afternoon.

CHAI RVEMBER O ROURKE: Pl ease state
your nane for the record.

M5. YOUNG M nane is Eloise
Young. |I'ma lifelong West Phil adel phi a
resident and | am al so on the board of
the MIIl Creek Uban Farm | prom se,
this won't take three mnutes.

On May 1st, MII Creek Urban Farm
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formally applied to own the land it has
| ovingly mai ntai ned since 2005. W
filed that application with the help and
support of Andrew Goodman from
Counci | mrenber Gauthier's office. Shout
out to Andrew. He warned us that the
process would take a long tinme, but why
is it acceptable to take a long tine to
sign over land to its caregivers of
al nost two decades? | urge you to
i ncrease funding for the Food Justice
Initiative and the to chanpi on
| egi sl ation that supports Urban
Agriculture, legislation that wll make
it easier for growers to create,
mai ntain and own these victual spaces.
Don't accept the unacceptable. Wth
your help, we can all eat fresh, healthy
and affordabl e food, not just today, but
for generations to cone.

Thank you.

THE CLERK: Thank you very nuch for
your testinony.

CHAI RMEMBER O ROURKE: Can you
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state for us your nanme?

M5. RAHMAN. My nane is Princess
Rahman.

First and forenost, thank you, city
counci| nenbers, and everybody who is
presented to with us, especially the
producers and the farners. It is ny
hope, that in the future, opportunities
like this to discuss and hear our voices
happen. Decenber or January is a very
busy time for us, just putting that out
t here.

| ama farnmer and a | and steward of
Lenape Lands traditionally and |I'm
etching into the majority of life that |
have been doing this work. 1I'm
currently a farnmer for Bethel Community
Garden, which is part of the health
initiative of Bethel AMA Church of
Ardnore, whose pastor and executive
program director of our efforts is
Past or Carol yn Cavaness, who sits on the
board of the Philly Urban Ag Conm ttee

for the US Departnent of Agriculture,
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whi ch just opened up a branch here in
Philly.

Even though we principally operate
out of Ardnore, we have a | ot of
community gardens in Philly that we help
to support, whether it be on site
horticul tural |ogistical support and
things of that nature. While our
community is Ardnore, we do consider to
have roots in conmunities that we serve
in Philadelphia. 1'mhere today to
represent.

In the time that | have been doing
this work and in ny current position, |
find that the areas in which we would
need your support on the city |level has
evol ved, rather the community addressed
our areas where we needed support or we
recei ved help, we have transitioned to
ot her areas where we think a city-w de
effort and attention fromyou all would
be nost beneficial.

It's ny understandi ng and

experi ence that, when you have an i npact
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on culture, you create an opportunity
where you are going to influence future
generations, which is why there is an
extrenme di sconnect -- even though

Phil adel phia is a Black city -- why we
have a di sconnect from our ancestori al
ties to farmng | and and a bunch of
negative connotations and it's al so why
| am annotated with this need fromthe
comunity or this expressed concern that
we shoul d be reinventing the whee
because of the lack of resources and the
| ack of cohesion that there is with
streanm i ni ng those resources to people
to know what and where they are.

That being said. | have got three
points where | feel like -- financial
support fromthe city, as well as sone
city incentives could be of use and
coul d do sone good.

Point one, | would love for there
to be funding to support transportation
for our seniors. W have the prograns.

As the producers, we have the prograns,
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we have the space and we have the
resources. I'mtypically on the line
communi cating with the elders in ny
comunity. The primary barrier is that
they can't get to ne. |It's
di shearteni ng, because in this space, in
this line of work, our seniors, our
el ders shoul d be introduced on this
platformin positions of power that they
earned, that they deserve, that they
need to be respected in, because if
anybody has the w sdom and t he know edge
to enbark on how to grow food and feed
people, it is our elders. So if you are
havi ng a bureaucratic issues, |let us get
t he noney, |let us, as producers,
al l ocate a budget for the funds that you
all provide to hire sonmeone, hire a
conpany, a contractor to go and get
seniors and elders interested in produce
I n our prograns.

Point two, I'mfromPhilly. I'ma
Philly native. | amdefinitely -- |

definitely frequent poppy stores, which
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Is a colloquial termfor corner stores
that are in our neighborhoods. Poppy
stores, they are an abundant resource in
Phi | adel phia. They are all throughout.

| do enjoy snmall businesses, |'m not
knocki ng them especially during the
pandem c, they were a resource, but I
want to say, due to their quantity and
the reliance of our Black comunities on
them we should be investing nore in the
quality that they provide and to offer
or pronote incentive to have

rel ati onships with |ocal producers,

| ocal farnms. |f anything this neeting
of us together has shown, is that we
have producers and we have the Urban Ag
centers who are creating, culturally

rel evant food and feedi ng our people.
There is a citywde effort to

i ncentivize poppy stores -- again, a
colloquial term small business owners,

| want to respect the effort, you know
what |'m sayi ng?

If there is way that we can
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I ncrease the partnership and the bridge
bet ween t he poppy stores, because they
are traditionally Latino-run businesses,
so if there can be a partnership where
we can engage the conmunities in which
they serve and al so connect themto
| ocal producers, so what's being grown
around them the quality of that produce
can be refl ected where we shop.

Point three. Al nost done here.
Phi | adel phia, | love this city. In ny
current role as a farnmer wthin the
framework of a religious institution, |
cannot hel p but recognize the religious

vitality of the area, specifically

Phi | adel phia. | hear a great deal of
there needing to be -- and |
understand -- there needing to be access

to all of these resources, independent
of creed, but | think -- and | know and
| ama witness -- to the power this work
has when we acknow edge the creed.

That being said, there should be

efforts to address religi ous spaces who
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are interested in feeding their
communities. | think there needs to be
a specific resource dedicated to hel ping
religi ous spaces who serve this
community, the infrastructure is already
there, the cultural relevance is already
there, specific funding and resources to
hel p reli gi ous-based spaces get in this
conversati on.

Thank you.

CHAl RVEMBER O ROURKE: Thank you so
much for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane for the
record.

MR. WARNER: Wl cone. Thanks for
having me. M nane is Joshua Warner,
citizen of Philadel phia for 21 years,
former Co-Director or Urban Creators,
consul tant for Norris Square
Nei ghbor hood Project, nenber of FPAC,
general city do-gooder.

| can't really repeat what's been
said, there has been tons of powerful

testinony here and shared data, shared
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feelings, shared stories. Wat | want
to do is take a few nonents to kind of
synthesize a little bit and pass on sone
observati ons and sone encouragenent for
this city council and this hearing and
what goes forward from here.

| always inmagined ny first tine in
Phi | adel phia city council chanbers woul d
be sonething, |ike, huge and
contentious, full of yelling and the
sign, but I amw tnessing here today is
largely city council that wants to
support and a whol e bunch of advocates
t hat have been supporting, have been
doing the work and it |ooks like we are
seei ng eye-to-eye, that is very
prom sing just right there. That is
worth sone cel ebration, | think.

Secondly, | want to touch on a
coupl e points that Ash Ri chards
menti oned. They nentioned shared
spaces, that these gardens and farns
often exist as the third space, not

home, not work, the third space. |
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t oo, have an urban pl anni ng background.
| was fascinated by the third space when
I was young and com ng up and | knew |
wanted to work in the city in making
pl aces like that. Gardens, farns and
"Il say even beloved comunity side
yards, | kind of want to |unp those in,
too. Even though they are side yards,
t hey have conmunity functions, they are
treasured and bel oved by nei ghbors.
These are the ultimate third space. Not
only are they a third space where peopl e
can gather, but they are regenerative.
Every story you heard had to do
regeneration, the Bl ack DI ASPORA, our
cultural roots, regenerated, an el der,
Dawn Anhel d [ph] from NSNB teaching the
PK receipt to Norris Square Nei ghborhood
youth, that's regeneration. W are
growing on the land. W are generating
conpost. This is a cycle that kind of
continues to further our spirit, further
the city's needs and that regenerative

aspect of the third spaces nakes them
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super critical for the future of the
city, | believe.

Al so, through every single
testinony that we heard, | have picked
up on shared connections, shared
connections in the grower and the
| earner, shared connections between | and
and conmunity, between children and
famlies being fed and between
producers. There is a connection
bet ween t hese things, a shared
connection. These regenerative third
spaces are the best place for the nexus
of all the things that are great and
power f ul about Phil adel phia. | hear
Phi | adel phia history in this roomtoday.
Everybody told stories of their past.
Every nenber of council had a story
about their backyard, their chil dhood,
what they are grow ng.

There is such a nexus in what we
are doing here in this sector and it is
mul tifaceted. W tal ked about

commercial corridors. W tal ked about
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safety. W tal ked about gun viol ence.
W tal ked about youth and educati on.
These are sites of power. They are
regenerative in nature. Every one of
t hem has dozens of connections to
peopl e, community needs, elenents of the
city is looking to inprove. There is a
nexus of these things on these sites.
The shared connections and that
regenerative thing together in one
place, | can't think of a better
i nvestnent. About $1, 000 on our own,

$100 on our own and | put that there, |

am going to inprove kids' lives, inprove
seniors' lives, I'mgoing to put food in
people's bellies, |I'mgoing to nake

prom si ng prograns between the school
over there and the garden here and the
seni or center over there. There is no
better investnent in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia today. | just want to
| eave that with you today.

Al so, there has been a | ot of

eye-to-eye, but there hasn't been a | ot
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of details. | have heard
Phi | adel phi a Food Justice Initiative
raising $1 mllion. | also heard
Jenni fer Aquilante speak to $6 mllions
of requests and needs and only 590, 000
they had to give out in the |ast round.
Let's nost definitely up that and let's
start pegging all the other pieces of
council's business, the new
adm ni stration's business, let's peg
those goals to Urban Agriculture. These
are sites that are regenerative, they
are powerful and there is a nexus and a
connection to many ot her el enents.
Taki ng care of business on
commercial corridors, there are tons of
commerci al corridors near gardens and
farms. \Where is the nexus between
t hose? Council nenbers nentioned jobs,
school groups, entrepreneurship, there
are natural nexuses there. Al of our
policies, all of our plans nust actually
i ncl ude Urban Agriculture, but the

community used the farnms and the
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cherished, bel oved open spaces, the side
yards, in those efforts.

| have read sonme articles recently
about 30, 000 hones, 30,000 affordable
housi ng units, 30,000 new built units
maybe in the 30,000, there are sone
homes that al ready exist and we are just
i mproving things. Were is that nmetric
for farns, gardens and bel oved si de
yards? Can we peg the netric of 30,000
in homes for this admnistration with
sonme nunber of gardens? \Wat if that
ratio was 30 to one, for every 30 new
units of house, there is one garden
created, saved, owned and operated by a
community. That would yield 1,000
gardens. 1,000 gardens for the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a across four years. That
sounds doable to ne if we're doing
30, 000 housing units.

One last piece that 1'll nention
IS, there are netrics -- there was data
t hrown around about the nunbers of

gardens, you know, 2019, the Urban
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Agricul ture plan happened, there were
450 gardens. W have heard stories over
t he decades that there were nore, they
have fallen, they have cone back. W
need a count. If we're going to build
1,000 or inprove 1,000 gardens over the
next four years, like, we need to know
who is there and what's there right now.
| really believe that the | and bank
review that is comng is going to be a
pi votal novenent for this crowd and for
city council. W can start peggi ng sone
of those very needed city efforts to
Urban Agriculture. Yeah, that 1,000 new
gardens sounds wonderful to nme. It
sounds |i ke sonething regenerative that
has tons of spillover benefits for the
rest of this city, this great city.

Thank you for your tine.

CHAI RMEMBER O ROURKE: Thank you.
Thank you for your testinony.

WIIl the clerk call the next group
of comrenters?

THE CLERK: Jeffrey Carpineta,
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Oronica Fields, Solonon Bay and
Eli zabeth O Cara [ph], if she's stil
her e.

CHAl RVEMBER O ROURKE: Can you tell
me your nane for the record? Then you
can begin your testinony.

M5. FIELDS: Oronica Fields. |
would like to -- | came to represent
More to Love Garden. The purpose of ny
attending or comng is to get |and
security. W need the land security so
we can be able to own the | and, so we
can get the grants we have witten and
won and coul dn't obtain them because we
don't own the land. That's basically
what ny purpose of being here is,
because we have the garden since 2019,
but ny father maintained the |and prior
to that since 1963. He nmmintained the
garden behind where we currently are.

CHAI RMEMBER BROOKS: |If you can get
the information to nmy team they can
work with you one on one to see if it

was a nanme that canme up before. W have
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been going through a list of side yards
and conmunity gardens, SO someone on ny
team can connect with you and figure out
a way to see what -- we found various
situations noving through. |f you can
talk to ny team we can figure out what
I's happening with you.

CHAI RMEMBER O ROURKE: Thank you
for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane for the
record.

MR, CARPI NETA: M nane is Jeffrey
Carpineta, resident of Phil adel phia up
I n the East Kensington section. |'ma
prior president, foundi ng nenber of
t he East Kensington Nei ghbors
Associ ation, but nore of ny conmunity
work is focused around green space
preservati on.

| do real estate as ny full-tine
work and so | wound up carving a sort of
different life path of doing a |lot of ny
real estate to serve gardeners, garden

preservations and different nonprofit
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projects around the city.

In addition to putting together a
space preservation plan for East
Kensi ngton, that section of Kensington
next to Fishtown, but just east of
Norris Square, | have hel ped gardens in
West Philly, St. Bernard Garden,
sonetines the folks at |glesias Garden
will reach out or Norris Square. It's
been a great blessing to nerge the real
estate work with this preservation.

What | wanted to share with you
today is really echoing on sonme points
that Jenny G eenberg nade from NGI and
sonme ot her fol ks who wanted to talk
about that |and security issue. There
IS some negative things to discuss
there, sone realties, and | don't want
that to overshadow what was shared
today, so nuch beautiful work, so many
great snapshots of the gorgeous work
happeni ng across the city, which needs
fundi ng, increased support, needs to be

under stood and appreciated. Just the
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fact that you here today, are taking
this kind of interest in this is giving
me and this famly that was assenbl ed
here today so nuch hope. There are
nonments in the journey where we really
feel like, we know the city has so nmany
challenges in front of it, and we feel
like, man, this stuff that we' re doing,
it's just not a priority, especially
when it cones to that hard preservation
pi ece. | thought, well, out of what
everybody shared, what are the few
things I would want to make sure that
you and your coll eagues are aware of by
the end of today or as we get into the
next few nonths of work.

One is this, that the |and bank
review that's ongoing and the hearing
that's going to happen, that is really
of key inportance. W're sort of really
pl eading with you fromour heart that
you can work with col |l eagues to get nore
granular with us and hear the stories

about just what the state of the union
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Is when it conmes to the | and
di sposition. And |I'mso grateful for
Jenny from NGI, because she really just
nailed it about the dysfunction there.
To give you a few bullet points on
that, it's like -- it really has never
been worse. Part of what | thought |
could share with you today is that | was
part of the original crew of advocates,
si X, seven, eight, nine years ago who
wound up rallying for the birth of the
| and bank, because the argunent was,
wow, |ike nothing is noving, people are
showi ng their hearts and giving their
dollars out in the nei ghborhoods and
there is no | and security and the
council| persons don't seemto have their
right priorities and there is a |ot of
funny ganme playing with the | and
devel opers and | and dispositions. So it
was hel d up as what was going to be,
li ke, finally the nonment of fairness for
t he garden open space community.

Interestingly, nost of the neetings
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for that, WCRP were conveni ng, were down
at Liberty Resources, so it was not just
a nonent of supposed justice for the
garden fol ks and open space fol ks, but
al so for affordable housing, for
accessibility, for visitability. So
when the | and bank was finally born, it
was a trenmendous victory. Then there
began sone years, well, there is a |ot
to do, it's very dense. |It's very
conplex. On good faith, | think what
the garden community did is we went back
to being very busy in our gardens and
assum ng that that sort of final nonent
of fairness had conme and all would be
wel | after some nonths or years, but
what we have learned is actually the
rul es, the process has gotten harder,
the rules -- the whole thing has gotten
nore difficult.

What has been heartbreaking to
di scover in the |ast year and a half is
that what we didn't just need to do is

endure, with tinme and patience to get
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through the adm ni strative hoopla, what

I think was di scovered, was underneath
of it, in the I and bank and sonme of the
agencies and -- there are sone

adm ni strative levels that formthat and
are beyond that, various, you know, kind
of attorney aspects of city governnent.
What we have really, is discovered
underneath of it, there is really not
much heart for the green space thing,
quite frankly, and there is really not a
desire to convey the land. There is
really not a trust that good things wll
be done with the land and there is not
much of an honor being paid for the
peopl e who stayed in the nei ghborhoods
during the worst years, and not only did
they not leave the city, but they didn't
just stay in their houses, they
continued to be out and present in the
comunity to build sonething beautifu

I n a gorgeous act of resistance and
defiance |i ke what Norris Square shared

t oday.
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| hope it's clear to this famly
here and that you can share it with your
coll eagues. It's just -- honestly, it's
ki nd of unbelievable and di sgracef ul
that Norris Square -- which | would hold
up as a gem-- as beautiful as, hey,
let's go visit Longwood or sone of these
other fine things in our region, Norris
Square is a gem It's so well done.
The fact they have nultiple pieces of
| and and there is no end in sight, it's
like -- there is no -- like, hey, just
wait a little bit nore, you know, now
it'"s this, there is this rule and this
rule and let's attach a 30-year
nort gage, but the value that that
nort gage woul d be, woul d be val ued on
fair market value as if it were
devel opable land in the mlIlions. W
know there are deed restricts, which
basically strips the land of its val ue.

This is the kind of insult and
i njury and dysfunction that's going on

with this land disposition process. |'m
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sorry to bring this kind of negative
stuff on the table today, but you

hol ding this is giving us hope that we
could dig into the details -- as Jenny

said, there are a lot of devils in these

details -- and that we can work
t oget her.

W want you to know -- a couple
| ast points I'lIl make -- there is no

feeling out there like, oh, there we go,
the garden activist people hate

devel opnent. It's not true. In ny

nei ghbor hood, 737 pieces of vacant | and.
When | started doi ng the mapping for
green space preservation, we want to
Mark Squilla [ph], he hel ped us preserve
a necklace of them tons of devel opnent
i n nmy neighborhood. | think that you
woul d di scover that the gardeners are
wel | focused. W do what we do very
wel |, nost of us. W' re not

anti devel opnent. W want to work to
earn your esteemas a strong

constituency that deserves to be at the

Page 271

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee on the Environnment
05/ 08/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

table, just as nmuch as the builders and
BIA. W don't have an organi zation |ike
that yet, maybe with this nuch
paral ysis, but we have been neeting.
There is |ike a contingence and alliance
of 30 gardeners. W have been neeting
for a year and a half to try to dig into
this disposition stuff and our hope is
that if we can figure this out and
finally get this fixed, inmagine what we
coul d have done 15, 20, 25 bright garden
organi zers in the city. W now have
had dozens of neetings about fighting
and wangling with the system W would
have rat her been serving you as allies
to go out and do nore comunity
organi zing, to build nore beautiful
things in the neighborhood and take the
city up a notch

| ask you, fromny heart, please
consider, in your journey as council
persons, anong all the other battles
that you have to fight to lift the city

up and sol ve probl ens, consider really
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maki ng this part of your |egacy, that
years fromnow -- you -- decades from
now -- could go and visit sone of those
pl aces and say, you know, it was
unconfortable and | had sone tough
fights with sonme other people and |
maybe took some hits on it, maybe | | ost
sonme points, but | stood with those
gardens to finally fix this. | ask you
to wite that story with us and we'l|
stand with you for the things that you
need.

Thank you very nuch.

CHAl RVEMBER O ROURKE: Thank you
for your testinony. | very nuch
appreciate it.

CHAI RVEMBER BROOKS: This is ny
project. This is the |ongest standing
project | have worked on since | have
been el ected. Wen we said we were
going to take on community gardens, we
t hought it would be -- you know, we
i ssued sonething and it noved forward.

W're in five years, I'min ny second
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term and we still have not finalized
the problemw th Norris Square. | don't
believe in |l eaving things undone, that's
why we're having this hearing. Ash and
| have been working together with ny
team through COVID to get to this
hearing. Sonme of the growers said this
is bad timng. W have been struggling
to get here, so this is tinme we had
avai | abl e.

| want to thank you guys for taking
the tinme to cone out and do this. W
did not want to be of conveni ence, but
trying to finagle tinme when everyone can
make this happen, the tinme is now, we
can't continue to put this off. There
Is a sense of urgency. W have to
finish out what we started. The only
way we can do that is together. You
guys have brought up some really good
points for us to follow up on, for us to
figure out sonme next steps. So while
this is still churning towards the end,

soneone el se can be gearing up towards
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next step.

One that | think | realized
transitioning fromactivismto
| egislation, it is slow Like |I said,
this was a project we thought we were
going to be done in a year or two, here
it is, year five, for sonething with a
bunch of bureaucratic processes that
actually | found out the people before
me had been working at hate.

W'l |l get through this together.
W will shift the culture. | hear you.
I know Counci | mrenber O Rourke and sone
of nmy other colleagues that | didn't
know were so supportive on this issue,
t hink we should be able to nove forward.
Hopefully, it wll be stable, not
the ebbs and flows like | heard in other
testinony, how we can find a way to
stabilize what it nmeans to have an urban
garden culture as part of who
Phi | adel phia is and nmake our footprint
in that.

W're partners. W're in this
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together. | look forward to connecti ng.
| amdefinitely connecting over here to
Hunti ng Park, because | live in
Ni cetown. | haven't been over there
yet. Let's figure out how we can get
together. Thank you guys for spending
this time with us and all the |ovely
gifts. 1'mlooking forward to seeing
what's over there.

CHAI RVEMBER O ROURKE: Is there
anyone el se that wishes to testify on
this resolution?

MR, HOFFMEI ER.  Good afternoon. WMy

nane i s Jonat han Hof f nei er. I"mfrom
Lankenau Environnental. W' re one of
the schools that has a -- we're part of

t he Phil adel phia Juni or MANRRS
Coalition. The coalition, nyself and
Dr. T fromW Saul, earlier this year
we brought 21 kids out to Chicago for a
nati onal conference. One of our
students actually won the inpronptu
speaki ng on Urban Agriculture out there.

Unfortunately, she was taking her AP
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English test today.

What | wanted to speak on is --
earlier, there were a |ot of questions
about the education and bringing forward
and what are we doing for our students.
At Lankenau, we have partnerships with
around 23 different organizations,

Harri sburg University, Penn State
Uni versity, building that up.

One thing | have seen is these
green spaces, these mcro farns, in the
community are pivotal for our students
success. Their internships are out
there. A lot of tinmes, they are being
introduced to this world of agriculture
where they have never, ever seen it
before. W' re graduating a class of
students who started the Juni or MANRRS
Coalition wth students from Saul. That
class is graduating, class of 2024.
Their introduction to the world of ag,
their persistence and passion to devel op
not only nationally, but also develop in

their own Gty of Philadel phia, ideas
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that they have has been expressed
through different conpetitions like the
FMC ag conservation chal |l enge, which our
students were invited dowmn with WB Saul
as well. A lot of ny students, they did
have to go -- sone of them had work. We
do have one student here, Jordan, who is
one of our menbers, Jordan R ddick, who
wants to give a statenment on what U ban
Ag in Philadel phia has neant to him

MR RIDDI CK: Good afternoon. My
name is Jordan Riddick. |'ma senior at
Lankenau Environnmental Science Magnet
Hi gh School and what Urban Ag is |ike --
basically, how | feel about it, is |
believe it's very inportant. For
exanpl e, | know at school, we do a | ot
of things in regards to aquaponics
and hydroponics and | believe that a | ot
of spaces shoul d actual ly inpl enent
these things into their curricul uns,
mai nl y because -- not only are they good
sources of food, but it can also teach

peopl e, not only people ny age, but
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younger kids as well, how you can grow
pl ants.

For an exanple, w th aquaponics,
you can use tilapia and the overall
nutrition being provided to the plants
fromthe waste fromthe fish and how you
can basically produce a |lot of food and
it could really help, especially in
areas where you have food deserts. |
know t here was a | ady speaking earlier
about the poppy stores and stuff I|ike
that and how there are many areas,
especially areas in Black comuniti es,
where there is not that many healthy
foods or maybe there are not that many
Whol e Foods stores in the area, so being
able to teach sonmething sinmple, like
maybe an aquaponi cs system maybe, you
can even do it at hone, wll be able to
hel p peopl e produce nore higher quality
f oods.

Anyt hi ng el se you want to say about
it?

MR HOFFMEIER: No. | think Jordan
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summed it up. Also, on how do we reach
younger -- crew is one of the things our
junior manors m ssion, as we have been

i n establishnent for about two years now
with a partnership with Saul and the
yout h school. One of the big m ssions
we're working on for the 2024/ 2025
school year is partnering with sonme of
the | ocal nei ghborhood schools in the
Roxbor ough area, such as Mfflin,
Shawarma [ ph], a lot of them have
gardeni ng cl ubs, but having our ol der
students going there, nentoring with

t hose students. Also, introducing those
m ddl e school students to the mcro
gardens throughout the city. W have
chosen all throughout the city at
Lankenau, they all take the yellow bus
in, so fromWst Philly to uptown, we
got themall over. They are going to be
spreading the information that they

| earned, the know edge that they

| earned, not only throughout their

nei ghbor hoods -- but Jordan, you'll be
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at Tenpl e next year -- we are shooting
them from Tenple to Al aska all the way
down to -- we have one of the junior
manors nenber running track at the

Uni versity of Houston next year as well,
studyi ng environnental science.

MR RIDDICK: Also, to speak on the
green spaces, actually, at school, we're
actually doing a job project on nussels
and how they could be basically
cl eansi ng agents for polluted bodies of
water. W have been doi ng experinents
on them basically testing their
performance inside warm tenperatures of
wat er and col der tenperatures of water
as well, basically to see how their
performnce woul d be, especially, let's
say, ten, twenty years down the |ine
with things |ike clinmte change
affecting the globe. W, our
experiments, we realize, in higher
tenperatures, they were actually nuch
nore productive, they were eating nuch

nore of the food. W had al gae inside
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of their tanks and we realized they were
cl eaning the tanks nmuch nore efficiently
conpared to the col der tenperatures,
they really were nore sluggish, but they
were actually dying a | ot faster inside
of the warmer tenperatures.

W were basically partnered with
t he Phil adel phia Water Departnent and
our nortality rate was only three
percent, when theirs, | believe, was 47,
| believe. W think the egg could also

be a very good thing and an i nvest nent

for, you know, future -- | can't think
of the word -- future plans.
Thank you.

CHAI RMEMBER O ROURKE: Thank you
bot h.

Good afternoon.

M5. JOHNSON: Good afternoon. My
nanme is Erika Johnson. | am
representing Master Gardeners of
Phi | adel phi a County, Pleasant Pl ayground
Communi ty Garden and Pennsyl vania Farm

Uni on and an appoi nted nenber of the
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wonder f ul Food Policy Advisory Council
of Phi | adel phi a.

W are -- | am Black inplanted. |
teach the community to serve, grow, eat
and create fromthe garden. W're
creating culinary, as well as skin care
products, as well as education and
teaching the commnity.

Just to give you a little overview
of what our small farmor our mcro farm
Is doing, we have a farm |IIladove [ph]
Gardens, and we're the only Bl ack-owned
farmin Phil adel phia. W produce the
jubil ee jungle plant experience, which
is a Black-owned production that w |
honor and cel ebrate for the |ast four
years Bl ack- owned and br own- owned farns,
pl ant shops and fl ower shops held at the
W ck House on August 24th of this year.
We have had it for the |ast four years,
so we al ways ask for comrunity support
i n that.

| al so produce the jubilee farners'

mar ket, which was held in Munt Airy.
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We had over 2,000 people |ast year,

whi ch was a nonthly farnmers' market. |
asked you how many Bl ack-owned farmners
mar kets do you know of in the city? How
many Bl ack wonen-owned farners' markets
do you know of in the city? Last year,
we had three Bl ack femal e-owned farners
market in a one mle radius in
Germantown, this year there will be
none. | amcurrently also |ooking for
anot her space to host ny farnmers' market
at this tine, while the other two have
gone into other places and other sectors
of Urban Agriculture.

Qur initiative, go green, you talk
about growing in schools. W're grow ng
wi th our daycares, as well as our young
children in schools, teaching them how
to grow herb as well as mcro greens.

We are redefining what victory gardens
are, as far as our churches are
concerned and our organi zations, we're
teaching our religious organizations and

comuni ty organi zati ons how to grow
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gardens again. It nakes no sense that
we have basketball fields and football
fields and do not have gardens to grow
on. That's where the victory garden
initiative cones into place. W're
wor ki ng with our churches, as well as
the Bl ack Church Food Security Network
as wel | .

We have started, within the | ast
two nont hs, the Black Inplanted Seed
Li brary with donations from
organi zations all over the United
States. They are comng to ne in
Phi | adel phia and | amable to get them
out, only to Phil adel phia, but in the
| ast two nonths we have sent themto
Atl anta, Jersey, Texas, Florida,
California, soit's a biggish initiative
that we're doing.

Another initiative that we're
wor king on is we always see book
libraries around the city. MW
initiative is to bring seed libraries

around the city in front of our farns
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and/or on the streets so people be
access seeds so they can continue to
grow freely.

Seed, Sow, Swap is ny educationa
series and we have sone ot her things
that we're working on. As far as '25,
we want to do the jubilee jungle ball.
This will be an after-five affair. A
| ot of times you will see those in soil
and dirt and scruffy stuff all the tine.
W want themto dress up, but the
initiative is to raise funds for
farmers, raise funds for our plant shops
and fl ower shops when they are in
emergency situations and they do not
have fundi ng naybe to conti nue on.

Maybe this fund will help themin those
si tuati on.

In farm ng and agricul ture, we want
food sovereignty. We want to be able to
gi ve food access to everyone. W want
envi ronnental sustainability, education
and skill building, comrunity buil ding.

We are adamant about green space
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acquisition and getting |land, as well as
equity. W are |ooking for cultura
preservation as well, because Ill|adove
Gardens practices afro ecol ogy, as well
as ecospirituality.

As far as policy advocacy is
concerned, we ask for your support in
| and acqui sition and funding as well as
policies. That is all |I have to say
today. | hope you will continue to put
forth the effort. The tine is now
It's definitely tinme to stop wasting
time. The tinme is nowto put these
policies in place. You have nore than
enough organi zations that were here
t oday, enough workers, enough peopl e on
so many different |evels who are working
together and that's what we desire and
that's what we would like to work
forward to with this new adm ni stration.

Thank you so nuch for the floor
today. | appreciate you.

CHAI RMEMBER O ROURKE: Thank you so

much for your testinony.
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Pl ease state your nane.

M5. WEARI NG  Good afternoon. | am
El i zabeth Wearing. | had intended to
speak, but since we were here so |long, |
have been freezing, | have to warm up.

Anyway, | agree with just about
everything that's been said al ready, so
| won't be redundant. | am going to say
that the garden was ny rescue during
COvID. | did not quarantine. | was in
t he garden, had other gardeners in there
who wore masks and whatever. | thanked
them but that was good. To piggyback,
I wanted to conplinent the young man
that just left. W have young gardeners
who started out young, ny children, ny
grandchi |l dren, they went away, but they
are back because they see the need to
grow healthy food. | didn't think I
would be -- and | hope | don't -- see
the soiling green generation, but | see
that comng into effect. | don't know
i f you know what that is, but back in

the day -- it's been at |east 50 years
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or nore since that novie was out, but
there is one novie where we relied on
t he governnent for our food, which was
just a waiver, so there weren't no
gardens. W need to preserve as nuch as
we can and teach the young peopl e,
because they don't always grow into
this. W have to bring themin. That's
what we're working with at the Holly
Street Garden and |'m sure sone nore
gardens. They have to understand what
is really inportant about the food.

That FDA, | nmake it, the food, the

drug and agriculture, the drug conpani es

are controlling the food industry. |If
we don't know that, they are. It's
creating a whole lot of our illnesses

that we can fix controlling our green
stuff. So that's it. Short for the
day. [|'mout.

CHAI RMEMBER O ROURKE: Thank you
for your testinony. Thank you for your
pati ence.

Are there any ot her persons w shing
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to testify on this resolution? Going
once. Two tinmes. Seeing no one el se
here to testify on the resolution, this
does concl ude the business of the
commttee on the environnent today. The
public hearing on resol uti on nunber
240347 is now recessed to the call of
the chair. Thank you all so, so very
much for spending your day here in
Phi | adel phia city council chanbers.
Hopeful |y, we have expressed our
interest to work with you all and nore
power to the people. Blessings. God
bl ess you. Have a good day.

(Heari ng concl uded at

3:40 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

| hereby certify that the
proceedi ngs and evi dence noted are
contained fully and accurately in the
st enographi c notes taken by nme in the
foregoing matter, and that this is a

correct transcri of the sane.

Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of
this transcript does not apply to any
reproduction of the sanme by any neans,
unl ess under the direct control or

supervision of the certifying reporter.)
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