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COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Good
norni ng, everyone. This is the public
hearing of the Coormittee on Chil dren
and Youth regarding Bill No. 220239.
Before we begin, 1'd like to recognize
M. N ck Spiva who will read the
requi red announcenents.

THE CLERK: Thank you, Chair.
| understand that state |law currently
requires that the foll ow ng
announcenent be nmade at the begi nning
of every renote public hearing as
follows: Due to the current public
heal th energency, Cty Counci
Commttees are currently neeting
renmotely. We're using Mcrosoft Teans
to nmake these renote hearings
possi bl e.

Instructions for how the
public nmay view and offer public
testinmony at public hearings of City
Council Conmmittees are included in the
public hearing notices that are

published in the Daily News, |nquirer
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and Legal Intelligencer prior to the
hearings and can al so be found on
PHLCounci | . com

Everyone who has been invited
to the neeting to testify should be
aware that the public hearing is being
recorded. Because the hearing is
public, participants and viewers have
no reasonabl e expectation of privacy.
By continuing to be in the neeting,
you' re consenting to being recorded.

Additionally, prior to
Counci | mrenmber Gym recogni zi ng Menbers
for the questions or comments they
have for wtnesses, | will note that
for the record at this tine that we
Wi Il use the chat feature available in
M crosoft Teans to allow Menbers to
signify that they wish to be
recogni zed. In order to conply with
t he Sunshine Act, the chat feature
must only be used for this purpose.
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you

very much, M. Spiva. M. Spiva, wll
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you please call the roll to take
attendance. Menbers who are in

at t endance, please indicate that you
are present when your nane is called.
Al so, please say a few brief words
when respondi ng so that your imge
will be displayed on screen when we
speak.

THE CLERK: Counci | nember

Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  1'm
present .

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Good
mor ni ng.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Gaut hi er .

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Good
nor ni ng, Madam Chair and col | eagues.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Johnson.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good

nor ni ng, Madam Chair. Good norni ng,
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1 col l eagues. |'m present.
2 COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Good
3 nor ni ng, col | eague.
4 THE CLERK: And, Chair Gym
5 COUNCI LMOVAN GYM | am
6 present. So thank you. A quorum of
7 the Commttee is present and this
8 hearing is now called to order.
9 M. Spiva, wll you please
10 read the title of the bill being
11 consi dered today.
12 THE CLERK: Bill No. 220239,
13 an ordi nance anendi ng chapter 21-1800
14 of The Phil adel phi a Code, entitled
15 "Foster Care," to add new provisions
16 related to the screening and
17 application for benefits for foster
18 youth; limting the use of Soci al
19 Security, Supplenental Security
20 | ncone, Veterans or other benefits;
21 and providing notice to the foster
22 child for certain actions taken with
23 respect to Social Security and ot her
24 benefits; all under certain terns and
25 condi ti ons.
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COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so much. So before we call our first
panel, | just wanted to wel cone
everybody to this inportant hearing.
| want to thank the public for
wat ching and | want to especially
t hank my col | eagues for their
consi deration of this inportant
| egislation to transformthe way we as
a Gty manage foster youth's Soci al
Security benefits and funds.

Today we're here to right
sonet hi ng that has been goi ng wong
for a period of tinme. Each year an
estimated 10 to 20 percent of youth in
Phi | adel phia's foster care system are
entitled to over $1.3 million in
federal benefits, including Survivor
and Social Security Disability
benefits.

Now, historically the Cty of
Phi | adel phia has coll ected these
benefits without notifying the youth
or their famlies and placed theminto

the City's General Fund to cover the
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215-504- 4622




Conmmittee on Children and Youth

6/ 21/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

standard cost of care for foster
youth. Now, this practice occurs
wi dely all across the country. It is
encouraged by the state of
Pennsyl vani a's own practices, but
t hanks to our advocates and to a
diligent nedia investigation, this
practice is now under question and
there's no nore inportant tine than
now to correct things that shoul d have
been corrected | ong ago.

These Federal Disability and
Survivor benefits are specifically
desi gnated to these young peopl e and
are critical resources for foster
children and their famlies. They
come fromloved ones who didn't want
their children to have to face the
chal l enges of this world, whether it
was dealing with housing or education
or mental health care al one.

Ensuring that these young
peopl e receive the benefits that are
due to themis essential for their

| ong-termwel | -being. This bill, the
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Stronger Futures for Foster Youth Act
does three primary things:

First, it ensures that notice
is provided to the child or their
attorney or guardi an of any deci sion
related to the child' s benefits. This
i ncludes notifying the child of their
eligibility for these benefits or that
an application for eligibility was
sent on their behal f.

Two, it ensures that children
are screened to determne if they are
eligible for federal benefits, and it
will ensure that eligible children can
recei ve these inportant financi al
resources. And three, lastly we are
wor ki ng towards seeing that these
Social Security benefits are actually
set aside into individual accounts so
that these benefits can be preserved
for foster youth on their transition
out of foster care or can be drawn
down during care as |long as the noney
is not used for standard costs of

care.
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Now, this legislation wll
hel p foster youth prepare for the
transition out of foster care to
i ndependence by ensuring that these
benefits are safeguarded for the
future, and this wll nmean that youth
can potentially save up for college or
job training, rent or many ot her
essential expenses that are critical
to achi eving economc stability and
wel | - bei ng.

Several states such as
Maryl and, Illinois and Nebraska have
al ready established or are in the
process of establishing simlar
prograns to preserve benefits for
foster youth. And additionally,
several cities such as New York and
Los Angel es have nmade commtnents to
do sonething simlar.

Just | ast week Council nmenbers
i n Washington D.C., for exanple,

I ntroduced simlar legislation to
preserve benefit funds for foster

yout h and i ndivi dual accounts. But
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Phi | adel phia is here today to | ead the
charge for what is just and right.
And | cannot thank our advocates and
our loving foster and adoptive
fam |ies enough, sone of whomyou wl|
hear fromtoday as well as Steve Vol k
and Julie Christie of Resolve Philly,
whose investigative work | ast Decenber
covering the arduous efforts of
M . Vaughn Jackson to retrieve the
benefits due to his children actually
hel p nove us to real action as we're
doi ng today.

And | especially want to
t hank our Admi ni stration, Comm sSsioner
KimAli; First Deputy for Ofice of
Children and Fam |ies Jessica Shapiro;
and Deputy Mayor Vanessa @Grrett
Harl ey for their dedication and
comm tnent to seeing change at the
| ocal and state level. This is a |ot
nore conplicated than it nmay appear on
the face of it. And for nonths,
t hey' ve been hard at work seeking

al ternatives, engaging with state
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agenci es and i nprovi ng our approach to
screeni ng and notifying youth and
famlies regarding decisions related
to their benefits.

And finally, I want to thank
nmy col |l eagues, especially the
cosponsors of this bill, Council menber
Bass, Counci |l nenbers Johnson, Brooks,
Gaut hi er, Thomas and Green. |'m proud
to have your support as we consi der
the | egislation before us, and | | ook
forward to the conversation ahead.

Bef ore we begin and call the
first wtness, do any of ny col |l eagues
have any additional opening remarks at
this time?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  I'd al so
i ke to note that Council nmenber
Johnson is present. Thank you so
much, Counci | nrenber Johnson. Good
nor ni ng.

Counci | mrenber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank

you, Madam Chair, and good norning,
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1 everyone. | just wanted to comrend

2 you for this bill.

3 | think when governnent is

4 doi ng something wong, and this was a

5 practice that is wong, people in

6 gover nnent have to be brave enough to

7 call it out as wong and then to go

8 further to rectify the wong. So |

9 commend you as well as Comm ssi oner

10 Ali, Vanessa Garrett Harley and ot her

11 folks in the Adm nistration for

12 recogni zing this as a practice that

13 was harnful to our foster youth and

14 doi ng sonething to change it.

15 And | also wanted just to

16 comrend Resolve Philly. This is one

17 of the clearest exanples |'ve seen why

18 It's very inportant to have an

19 I ndependent and strong nedia to bring

20 injustice to light. So thank you so

21 much and | | ook forward to

22 participating in today's heari ng.

23 COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Agr ee.

24 Thank you so nuch, Council menber

25 Gaut hi er.
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Geat. M. Spiva, will you
pl ease call the first panel we have to
testify on Bill No. 220239.

THE CLERK: Thank you, Chair.
The first panel is Conmm ssioner Kim
Ali.

COWM SSI ONER ALI:  Good
nmor ni ng, Chairperson Hel en Gym and
Vi ce- Chai rperson | saiah Thomas. | am
Ki mberly Ali, Comm ssioner of the Gty
of Phil adel phi a Departnent of Human
Services. Wth ne today are Nadi ne
Perese, Chief Financial Oficer for
the O fice of Children and Fam |ies;
Jonat han Houl on, Chief Deputy Cty
Solicitor of the Gty of Philadel phia
Law Departnent Child Welfare Unit as
well as other nenbers of ny DHS
| eader shi p team We appreciate this
opportunity to provide testinony and
respond to Bill No. 220239.

Counci | mrember Gym thank you
for your work on this subject and for
your collaboration with DHS to work

out a solution that will help children
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and famlies with achieving financi al
stability. | ampleased to tal k about
DHS performng work in this area.
Wiile we agree in principle with many
of the aspects of the bill, sone
portions pose chall enges that we are
wor ki ng to over cone.

| can assure you that mnmy team
Is commtted to inproving this system
and maki ng positive change for the
children and famlies that we serve.
| would like to provide you with an
overvi ew of the actions we are taking
to be nore transparent with famlies,
stream ine our practices and explore
the setting aside of these funds for
young peopl e.

As you all know, DHS receives
a conbination of City, state and
federal funds. The Pennsylvani a
fundi ng statute known as Act 148 as
wel | as state fiscal regul ations
mandate that no state child welfare
paynents shall be nade to counties on

behal f of a child until the child has

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
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exhausted his eligibility and receipt
of benefits under all other existing
or future private, public, |ocal,
state or federal programs. Therefore,
state law requires all counties,

I ncl udi ng Phil adel phia to attenpt to
coll ect federal benefits that a child
IS receiving at the tine they enter
DHS cust ody.

The law requires that this
federal funding be applied towards the
cost of care for a child. It is DHS s
practice to only collect Od Age
Survivors and Disability Insurance
al so known as OASDI benefits, also
referred to as Survivor benefits.
These are benefits that a child
recei ves due to a disabled parent with
a work history or a parent who is
deceased. DHS does not receive Soci al
Security benefits for children who
have disabilities thensel ves. These
funds are suspended during the tine
that a child is in the custody of DHS.

Wil e the Social Security

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
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Admini stration is responsible for and
does notify famlies when DHS files to
coll ect the OASDI benefits, DHS
bel i eves that we should al so be
informng famlies of this action.
Therefore, we are finalizing a letter
to send to parents and the child's
attorney to informthemthat DHS has
pursuant to | egal obligation requested
to becone the representati ve payee and
receive the benefits. The letter also
states that the benefits are used for
the cost to care for the child when in
DHS cust ody.

In addition, the letter
provi des the parent and child attorney
with the Social Security
Adm ni stration phone nunber for
further information on howto apply to
becone the payee for the benefits. A
parent or other famly nenber may
contact the Social Security
Adm ni stration to request that they
beconme the representative payee. W

are also working with Social Security

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
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Adm nistration to ensure that the
Social Security Administration is
notified in a tinmely way when chil dren
| eave care so that parents or new
caregi vers can then go to Soci al
Security and arrange to receive the
benefits again w thout delay.

We recognize that this
process needs to be inproved and we
are working to ensure that a gap does
not exist in this area. W recognize
that providing notice to famli es,
while very inportant, does not address
the nore conpl ex and i nportant
proposed provisions about the
conservation and use of children's
benefits.

However, | et ne describe
DHS's work in this area. As | noted
above, state | aw requires Phil adel phia
and all counties to collect these
benefits and to apply the funds to its
budget. W have engaged the state to
determne if there is a way for the

City to replace the federal portion of
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the cost with City dollars.

We are in active discussions
with the state and hope to have a
final resolution on this issue soon.
Si mul t aneously, we are working to
determ ne the | egal and financi al
mechani sns to retain the funds
individually while the children are in
our care so that the funds can be
returned when the child is discharged
fromour care.

We understand that the funds
can be a lifeline for those aging out
of foster care who have increased
rates of housing insecurity, poverty
and food insecurity. As the
Children's Advocacy Institute in
San Di ego noted, these funds could be
the difference between a security
deposit and couch surfing.

Finally, regarding the
portion of the bill that would require
DHS to apply for benefits for
children, we are exam ning this issue

as well. W are very concerned that
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creating an el aborate w despread
process of evaluating all children in
care for disabilities wll exacerbate
the existing racial disproportionality
that exists for children in the child
wel fare system

W do not want to create
further labeling for children in care
that may follow them for the rest of
their lives. As such, we are
carefully | ooking at ways that we can
address this portion of the bil
wi t hout havi ng uni ntended negative
consequences and | ook forward to
further discussions in this area.

We hope that by taking these
steps and exam ni ng our past practices
DHS can better neet the needs of
children and famlies and support and
strengthen famlies in need. Thank
you for your interest in this issue.
| wel cone your questions.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
very much, Conmm ssioner Ali. | just

wanted to affirmthat the
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Administration is in support of many
of the elenments of this bill and the
ones that you have concerns about are
ones in which we are still trying to
wor k through state action; is that
correct?

COWM SSI ONER ALI:  That is
correct, Council nmenber Gym

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  And | know
we had di scussed the concerns around
screening and what it woul d nmean, but
| think our focus is on ensuring that
young peopl e are screened for
eligibility for what they woul d be
qualified for as opposed to kind of
probing for things that nmay be outside
of the agency's normal course of
responsibility?

COW SSI ONER ALI:  Yes,
Counci | --

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Ckay.
Just to be clear.

COWM SSI ONER ALI:  Yeah. And
| know we've had di scussions in

reference to that. And so, | think
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that we definitely need further

di scussi ons and we're | ooking
internally because we do want to nake
sure that we distinguish between the
trauma that young people suffer as a
result of being separated fromtheir
famlies as a result of the exposure
that they are exposed to, the trauma
that they are exposed to versus a
persistent disability. W do not want
young people, and | know you agree, to
be i nproperly diagnosed.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Yeah. And
| don't think that the Ofice of
Children and Fam lies is necessarily
equi pped to do that. | think it's for
existing eligibility and not for
t hi ngs that woul d be beyond the
agency's scope of work. Wuld you
agree that that would be a good pl ace
for us to agree upon?

COW SSI ONER ALI:  Yes,
Counci | renber Gym

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  And t hen

could you tell us, you know, | know

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
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that one of the things that we deci ded
to do was to give the agency tine this
sumrer to work on inplenentation
particularly in your negotiations with
the state. Can you talk a little bit
about how things are advancing at the
state |l evel and where State DHS has
been? Because | know it's not just us
I n Phil adel phia. Obviously, this bil
will require us to do a little bit
nore here than in other states -- in
other cities. But can you talk a
little bit nore about where the state
| S?

COW SSI ONER ALI:  Yes. |
will actually defer to the CFO Nadi ne
Perese, given that she has had direct
conversations with the state. So she
can share her discussions with the
state and where we are.

M5. PERESE: Sure. Thank
you. Thank you, Council nmenber. Yes,
the state's OCYF, the Ofice of
Children Youth and Families has been

i ncredi bly supportive, going through
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| egi sl ation figuring out the best way
for us to continue to invoice and be
in conpliance. And unofficially to
this point, they have been very
supportive of this with the
under st andi ng that we would have to
suppl ant these funds with County funds
in order to nove forward and be in
conpliance with invoicing.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM
Under stood. Thank you.

Are there questions or
conmments from nenbers of the Committee
for this panel for Conm ssioner Ali?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM G eat .
Thank you so nuch, Conm ssioner, and
t hank you for your continued work. W
| ook forward to working with you and

your team through the summer. Thank

you.
COW SSI ONER ALI:  Thank you.
COUNCI LWOVAN GYM M. Spi va,
will you please call the next panel to

testify on the bill.
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THE CLERK: Yes. For the
next panel we have Anahi Fi gueroa
Martinez, lan Marks and Vaughn
Jackson. Anahi and Vaughn are joining
by phone, so | just want to confirm
wi th Council Support that they've been
cont act ed.

M5. FlI GUEROA MARTI NEZ:

Hel | o.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Hel | o.
Good norning. Are you connected and
ready to testify? |Is this Anahi?

M5. FI GUEROA MARTI NEZ: |t

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM G eat .
Good norning. |If you could just state
your nane, your full name for the
record and then you may proceed with
your testinony.

M5. FlI GUEROA MARTI NEZ: My
name i s Anahi Fi gueroa Martinez.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Good
norni ng. Pl ease proceed with your
t esti nmony.

MS. FI GUERCA MARTI NEZ: |'m
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1 sorry. I'mhaving like a difficult

2 time with nmy thing right now

3 COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Anahi ,

4 would it help if you went off nute and

5 t hen --

6 M5. FlI GUEROA MARTI NEZ:  Yes.

7 COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Ckay.

8 G eat .

9 M5. FI GUEROA MARTI NEZ: (Good
10 norning. M/ nane is Anahi Figueroa
11 Martinez. |'man alumi fromthe
12 Juvenil e Law Center. | entered care
13 when | was around, | believe | think I
14 was 7 years old. | was adopted at the
15 age of 11 and eventually | ended up
16 entering care at 15 and | aged out at
17 21.

18 My experience in foster care
19 felt really disorganized and often |
20 felt like | had to fight to get a | ot
21 of things for nyself. M/ experience
22 aging out of care was very

23 challenging. | worked wth ny

24 caseworkers to cone up with the best
25 plan for nme, but now that | have aged
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out and | think back on the process, |
bel i eve there nust be nore than one
backup.

| aged out during COVID and
that was an even nore difficult
process because a |lot of things were
no | onger the norm especially finding
stable housing. As a result, | didn't
have stabl e housi ng when | aged out.
Thi ngs went worse for ne since | aged
out in COVID and there were a | ot of
restrictions and resources no | onger
avai |l abl e.

The Departnent of Human
Services was not ready or prepared for
COvVID and did not have a plan for us
when it first hit. A lot of places
were cl osed and the agency j ust
couldn't do as nmuch. | know many
youth al so faced simlar issues |ike
me even before COVID ever hit. | have
friends and nmany of ny peers in the
Juvenil e Law Center's Youth Advocacy
Program who aged out before COVI D,

experi enci ng honel essness and house-
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hoppi ng for a while and | ost access to
a lot of resources when they aged out.
This should not be the case. It is

al ready so hard for us. And when we
don't have a good plan or savings, it

| npacts our life when we are left to
go of f on our own.

| f people had access to funds
like SSI during this tinme and a better
exit plan, maybe this could have
changed their life. So when we | eave,
we face many chal | enges being on our
own | i ke being honel ess or house-
hoppi ng or | osing access to health
care and being able to just neet our
basi c needs.

Being in care inpacted ny
education and ny peers, and maybe
havi ng t hese benefits or know ng that
youth can receive these benefits if
you need them coul d have hel ped us
with things |ike our educational needs
and help us to feel nore secure. If |
was eligible for benefits and had a

savi ngs account set aside for ne until
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| aged out, it would have hel ped ne
and so many ot her yout h.

We don't really have nuch
noney put aside and saved to hel p us
unl ess we're working and doing it on

our owmn. | think youth should have

their own personal account where their

noney i s being sent every nonth to
ensure they have savings to take care
of thensel ves before they age out and
when they finally do.

DHS shoul d never take youth
noney wi thout their perm ssion,
knowl edge or without using it to help
them especially because they know
yout h al ready need so nmuch hel p.
Every benefit that youth are eligible
for, it should cone directly to them
or be used to support themdirectly.
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so much, Anahi, for your powerful

testi nony. Thank you.

MS. FI GUEROCA MARTI NEZ:  Thank

you.
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COUNCI LWOVAN GYM M. Spi va,
can you call the next witness for the
panel .

THE CLERK: Next we have lan
Mar ks.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Good
nor ni ng, M. Marks.

MR. MARKS: Good nor ni ng.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Are you
connected? And if you are, you may
just state your nane for the record
and then you may proceed with your
t esti nony.

MR. MARKS: GCkay. | think
" mconnected. So ny nane is |lan
Marks and | amcurrently a | aw student
at Enory Law in Atlanta, Ceorgia. |
ama fornmer foster youth giving ny
perspective on this issue in support
of this bill. Wwen | was 11 years
old, I had |l ost ny nother, and ny
father was arrested for second degree
murder. But no relatives were able to
care for ne at the tinme, | was pl aced

in foster care and stayed in the
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1 systemuntil | turned 18 and aged out.
2 Now, as you can i nagine, |

3 was deeply traumati zed by the

4 ci rcunstances that placed ne into

5 foster care. | learned that |I was

6 eligible for disability benefits due

7 to PTSD, nental illnesses stipulated

8 by therapi sts and other things, which
9 could give ne the assistance and give
10 me the treatnment | desperately needed
11 at that tine.

12 | also | earned that because
13 of my nother's service in Guantanano
14 Bay during her time in the Navy, | was
15 eligible for nore benefits such as

16 Veterans or Survivor's Benefits. |

17 felt like | had hoped that there were
18 funds | could use to help nme heal from
19 ny trauma and to put aside to help ne
20 once | had aged out of care, but that
21 hope was eventual |y crushed.
22 My guardian went with a
23 | awyer and especially appoi nted an
24 associate fromthe Navy to apply for
25 ny Social Security benefits, but there
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we were effectively told there was no
poi nt in applying because state
agenci es woul d take ny benefits and
effectively use themas a funding
stream This nmeant that the noney I'd
get because of ny nother's death, her
service in the mlitary and the noney
| basically needed to get ne

assi stance woul d instead just be taken
by the states.

The fear of having ny
benefits taken is not uncommon, as
nost foster youth currently receiving
SSI and OASDI benefits are having
their noney be taken by state agencies
and nost of themreally don't knowit.
The Governnent Accountability Ofice
reported in June of 2021 that of
foster children receiving these
benefits, the state was a
representati ve payee for nearly 82
percent of these children. This is
despite law indicating that states are
supposed to be the |ast preferred

payee possible, and nost foster youth
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aren't aware of this because states
aren't even notifying the child in the
first place.

But | think the nore
problematic part is that foster
children like nme will never see a dine
of this noney even if we did get it.
This is frustrating because it's --

t hese expenses are really used by the
DHS and are basically reusing themto
pay for expenses that they' re already
supposed to be paying for in the first
pl ace. And |'m personally upset by
this because when | aged out of foster
care, | could have used this noney for
t hings |i ke housi ng, school books,
col l ege or nedi cal expenses and ot her
basi ¢ necessities that foster youth
like me will struggle with once we age
out of the system Instead, all this
noney woul d have been used for the
state to reinburse thensel ves for
costs that they're al ready supposed to
pay for. The other children who don't

recei ve these benefits, they don't
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have to pay for it at all.

And even | am an exceptiona
case in this scenari o because many
foster youth don't have the resources
that | had that got ne this far. And
this overall just makes nme upset
because | don't think it's norally
right for foster children |ike nme who
are in the nost vul nerable position to
gi ve up essential benefits to
rei nburse a systemthat we never chose
to bein, in the first place.

| think it's very clear that
this systemin particular needs a
great change. And for that reason
al one, | encourage you to support this
bill and I would like to thank the
Council for their tinme.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so much, M. Marks, for your
I ncredi bly powerful testinony. And we
woul d I ove to reverse the past, but we
are definitely going to fix it. So
t hank you.

M. Spiva, can you call the
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next w tness.

THE CLERK: Next we have
Vaughn Jackson.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Good
nmorni ng, M. Jackson. Thank you so
much for joining us today.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Council Support,
have we been able to connect
M. Jackson via phone?

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Chair G/ym it may
make sense at this point to nove to
the third panel until we get him
connect ed.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Before we
continue, again | just want to thank,
Anahi and lan, both for your deeply
per sonal experiences going through the
foster care system | knowit's not
easy to kind of talk about personal
experi ences that sone of which are
extrenely painful or very deeply
private, and we can't thank you enough

for doing that in order to ensure that
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this Gty and the system see sone
change.

So we're just really honored
to have you here, and everything that
we're going to do we'll be thinking
about both of you and many ot hers,
young people like you, to make sure we
do the right thing noving forward.

I know t hat Counci | menber
Thomas has his hand raised. So,
Counci | mrenber Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Madam Chair. | just want to take
a monment to actually echo exactly what
you said. | listening to the
testinony was very enotional but nore
than anything, | have a famly filled
with fol ks who are foster children who
have been adopted. So on a certain
| evel | can relate to and understand
what you're sayi ng.

But on another level, | don't
know i f we have the heart | guess you
could say or the courage to put our

busi ness out there on display for the
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world to judge with the intentions of
trying to inprove a systemfor the
next person so they don't have to go
t hrough what you went through. So |
appreciate this panel specifically,
because what they have communi cat ed
t oday and what we are trying to do is
historic in nature and it's inportant
for the young people who often are put
in situations that they didn't ask
for, they didn't choose to be in, but
nore or less is the hand that they've
been getting, that they've been dealt
based on the decisions of adults.

So thank you, Madam Chair.
And thank you nmore inportantly to that
| ast panel because that was very
power f ul .

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so nmuch, Vice-Chair Thomas.

Any ot her comments?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you

so nuch, lan and Anahi, for all of

your work. And we'll keep in touch,
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so t hank you.

M. Spiva, will you please
call the next panel.

MR. JACKSON:. Hell 0?

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Hel | o.

MR. JACKSON: Hel | 0?

COUNCI LWOVMAN GYM  |s this
M. Jackson?

COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT: |I'm
going to try to reconnect. It |ooks
|'i ke his connection --

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Ckay.

COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT:  Just
gi ve ne one second.

COUNCI LWVOVAN GYM  Thank you
everybody for patience.

MR. JACKSON:. Hell o.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Yes. (ood
norni ng, M. Jackson. How are you?

MR. JACKSON: Good norni ng.
' m great.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so much for joining our Cty Counci
Conmittee on Children and Youth this

nmorning. |If you could just please
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state your full name for the record
and then you may proceed with your
testi nony.

MR. JACKSON: Vaughn Jackson.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you.
You may proceed wth your testinony,
M. Jackson.

MR. JACKSON. Yes. H . How
you doing. How s everybody doing this
norni ng. Yeah, well, you know, | was
concerned about the benefits. Wen |
first found out, | wasn't aware that
ny kids was even eligible or, you
know, in any kind of way of the
Survivor's benefits. And the only way
that | found out is that they cut off
ny EBT card and said that they're not
eligible for SNAP anynore.

So actually | had took Xavier
to a doctor appointnent, | took himto
the doctor and | had a problemw th
his card, so the doctor was concerned
about that. So that's howit all
started. And she had got nme in

contact wwth a |l egal team and they
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said that | was collecting benefits
fromthemand that's why they cut off
my SNAP. And | had no idea. |I'm
i ke, benefits? |I'mlike, |'mnot
col | ecting anyt hi ng.

And |'mthinking that maybe
t he bi ol ogical nmom had got this
i nformati on and maybe probably had did
sonething. | had no idea that this
was com ng fromthe systemitself,
t hat they was hol ding their noney and
was -- this noney wasn't hitting ny
home to help ne with ny kids, and I
had no i dea.

So |'ve struggled a lot with
Xavier for -- this kid had two nmgj or
surgeries on his head back and forth
to the doctor. | nean, like it was
| i ke absolutely no help really. And
when | got the kids permanently, it
was |i ke everybody said, okay, he did
his part, let's nove on. | was |ike
shut out from everybody. That's what
it seemed |ike.

It seened like | was getting
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nore hel p when they were in the system
as far as like foster kids before |
adopted these kids. So it was kind of
hard on ne, but |'m happy to be a part
of this and share ny story. And do
anybody have any questions for ne?

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  No.

M. Jackson, for people who are

wat chi ng, your story was featured in a
significant investigation into the use
of foster care Survivors benefits.

You have two sons; is that correct?

MR, JACKSON:  Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Ckay. And
how are they? | think they are
Zaveonte and Xavi er.

MR. JACKSON. Well, Xavier is
14. Zaveonte just turned 18. He had
a birthday the other day, the 15th of
June.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Wonder f ul .
And you were a foster father and then
you ended up adopting your children;
is that correct?

MR, JACKSON: Yes.
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COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Ckay. And
t hen you had been taking care of the
two boys for a nunber of nonths. Do
you know how long it was -- | nean,
technically when you adopted them you
shoul d have been imediately entitled
to the benefits. Do you know how | ong
you were caring for them before you
finally received the benefits that
were due to you?

MR. JACKSON: Five years. |
was caring for these boys for five
years before | had any clue. So when
| did find out, they did send ne noney
| believe it was for since | did ny
adoption with them But prior to
that, | don't know how it worked. But
| mean, they was in nmy care the whol e
time. And that's what | was trying to
tell Ms. Clara howis that, | nean,
It's not ny noney, it's not for ne.

So what happens to their noney when |
was taking care of themthe other
three years? Like, why they just

payi ng them when | adopted thenf
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Li ke, they giving ne noney, it's not
for me. It's for the boys.

Just |ike Zaveonte, he's
finished school. He's going to M AT,
Col | ege of Technicians in M chigan.
And | signed up for FAFSA. They
hel ped out, but | have to cone out ny
pocket with the rest of the noney for
himto go to school and | need all the
help | can get. You know, |I'mtrying
to do the right thing. |'mdoing ny
part and | feel as though that the
systemis mstreating these kids.
Because if | had that noney, | wll be
able to pay for his schooling and, you
know, get his education as far as |
can, you know.

And as far as Xavier, | mean,
he has a | ot of needs. Xavier has a
| ot of needs, so you know that's a
whol e different with Xavier.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  And |
t hi nk your story underscores the
i nportance of the screening and the

notification nore than anything el se.
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Because | think if we had both
screened and notified, you woul d have
been i mredi ately nmade aware and the
City would not have held on to
Survivors benefits long after we're
even legally entitled to.

So | think because of this
story, certainly returned the noney,
but you highlighted the inportance of
this work in ternms of screening
notification and including as well as
the set-aside funds. Thank you so
much, M. Jackson, for speaki ng about
it, for being very clear about what
was needed and tal ki ng about how nuch
| ove you have for both your children.
Thank you for adopting them and | ovi ng
them So thank you so nuch.

MR. JACKSON: My pl easure.

It was great. |'m proud of nyself,
you know, right, that it's anazing
that, you know, what | did with these
kids. They love ne. So thank you. |
appreciate it.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
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so much. And again, we're |ooking to
make change for not just our CGty, but
across the state. And | think that
there can be a nove to see this change
we hope nationally, because it's all

of our children and we just want to

t hank you so rnuch.

Are there any | ast questions
for this panel from nenbers of the
Conmittee?

MR, JACKSON:. Well, | have a
lot to say. But | was hoping that,
you know, y'all had sonme questions for
me or sonething. But | don't want to
take up too nuch of your tinme. But I
think it's a great deal for sonebody
to step up now and open up this can of
wor ns because it's just not right.
It's just not right. There's so many
kids that's not aware of what's going
on, and these orphans they deserve
everything in the world.

| nmean, sone of them yes,
they are chal l engi ng, but they're just

kids and they just need structure. So
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1 this program this is great. | hope

2 everything works out and | just pray

3 that it works out for the best for

4 t hese ki ds.

5 COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you

6 so much for all your advocacy,

7 M. Jackson, and especially for

8 showi ng what a wonderful father, a

9 | oving father you've been to both your

10 boys and al so just to continue to

11 exhort for change.

12 Counci | mrenber Gaut hi er.

13 COUNCI LWVOVAN GAUTHI ER: |

14 don't have a question. | just wanted

15 to thank M. Jackson for being wlling

16 to share his story both with the nedia

17 and with this Conmttee today. | also

18 read that article and was just

19 horrified. And so, thank you so nuch

20 for just laying this all out for us,

21 and | definitely don't think we should

22 be making it harder for people |ike

23 you who are stepping up to take in

24 foster children to take care of those

25 children, and we shoul dn't be making
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it harder for those children to have
stable futures. So again, thanks for
your advocacy because it's a large
part of the reason why we're here

t oday.

MR. JACKSON: Absol utely.
Thank you so nmuch. [It's ny pleasure.
Anything | can do.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so much to this panel. Your words
have real ly touched us today and they
are why we are here, so thank you.

MR. JACKSON: Thank you for
havi ng ne.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you,
M. Jackson.

M. Spiva, wll you please
call the next panel to testify on this
bill.

THE CLERK: Yes. W have
Prof essor Dan Hatcher, Bridget Biddle
and Laurie Dow.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Good
nor ni ng, everybody. Thank you so nuch

for joining us. Qur tineis alittle
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bit tight, so if we can keep your
remarks relatively tight. W have al
of your testinony in front of us. So
t hank you so nuch for joining us. And
I f you could just state your nane for
the record and proceed wth your
testinmony in the order in which you
were call ed.

PROFESSOR HATCHER:  Thank
you, Madam Chair, nenbers of the
Commttee. M nane is Daniel Hatcher.
|"ma Law Professor at the University
of Baltinmore. M background is in ny
witten testinony. The best real
experts have already testified in the
| ast panel so | can keep this very
brief.

| do want to say |'ve worked
with a lot of legislative staff at the
federal, state and | ocal |evel over
the years, and this has been sone of
the nost inpressive staff that |'ve
worked with, so | thank them as well.
This bill will help children currently

to ensure the fiduciary obligation of
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di scretion to make sure that funds are
avail abl e for specialized needs not

al ready net by the agency and al so
conserve funds for the future
transition and struggle for

I ndependence after |eaving foster

care.

In ny witten testinony, | go
into detail about why this bill is not
just consistent with federal |aw, but
it helps bring the actions of the
child welfare agency into line with
federally required fiduciary
obligations as the guardian of
vul nerabl e children and as
representative payee.

In fact, Pennsylvania's
Suprene Court recogni zed that the
wor st exanpl e of a breach of fiduciary
duty is a fiduciary taking assets from
child beneficiaries for thensel ves.
That's the Pennsyl vani a Suprene Court.
Briefly nmentioning screening, | wll
add that our child welfare agencies

across the country should al ready be

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS

215-504- 4622




Conmmittee on Children and Youth

6/ 21/ 2022

49

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

screeni ng for healthcare needs and
needs based on di sabling conditions
under both the EPSDT under Medicaid
and the | DEA under educational needs,
for special educational needs.

Again, the entire reason that
our child welfare agencies exist is to
serve the best interests of children
in their care. Again, nore detail is
inny witten testinony so | submt
based upon that testinony. | fully
support this inportant bill and | urge
a positive vote fromthis Commttee.
Thank you so nuch for the honor to
testify.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so nmuch, Professor Hatcher.

M5. BIDDLE: (I naudible).

THE CLERK: Ms. Biddle, |
don't think we can hear you. Counci
Support typically recommends trying to
| og out and | og back in as the best
opportunity to get the mc working if
the unmute is not working.

And | think while we try to
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get Ms. Biddle's audio connected, we
will go to Laurie Dow.

M5. DOW  Good norni ng,
everyone. As was stated, |I'm Laurie
Dow, Vul nerabl e Youth Policy Director
for Children First, an agency in
Phi | adel phi a advocating for children
i n the Phil adel phia surroundi ng
region. As has been stated, the
Soci al Security benefits that are
bei ng taken on behalf of children in
foster care anounts to about 5 mllion
in a five-year period that was
coll ected by the Departnent of Human
Services. That's a huge nunber when
to youth |ike Anahi and |Ian who have
spoken.

It's actually over a five-
year period, a very small amount for
DHS. The inpact that it would have on
children's lives to have those funds
avail able to themis priceless. And
as we see in terns of the inpact that
children and youth have in this bill,

the first interaction for many
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children that they have with the | egal
systemis when they enter foster care,
and they | earn about the rights and
how the | aw can protect themor it can
hurt them

And having this noney renoved
and taken on behal f of DHS wi t hout
their notification to their famlies
or attorneys is a grave deprivation of
rights. So this bill would undo that,
protect these children, give them
know edge, certainly where we saw with
t he parent who spoke today, Anahi,
lan, where at tinmes they didn't even
know t he noney was avail able to them
This will give themthat option and
the ability to act.

Agai n, youth who age out
they're faced with honel essness. They
often don't have a high school degree.
They don't have -- they're
di sconnected fromfam |y supports.
Havi ng funds set aside for themfor
their futures would give thema great

step up and help create a buffer in
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the financial pitfalls that happen as
yout h age out.

So as a result, we for these
reasons at Children First are asking
Cty Council to support this bill and
to vote for it. And we thank all who
have co-signed and presented on this
bill. Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you,

Ms. Biddle, are you
connect ed?

M5. BIDDLE: Can you hear ne
now?

COUNCI LWOMAN GYM  ( Nodded
affirmativel y).

M5. BIDDLE: Geat. Good
norning. My nane is Bridget Biddle
and I'ma Social Wirrker with Community
Legal Services Youth Justice Project.
CLS enthusiastically supports Bill
No. 220239, the Stronger Futures for
Foster Youth Act as a crucial step in
supporting youth in the child welfare

syst em
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Taki ng |ife-sustaining
benefits fromyouth in foster care is
a policy that's pennyw se and pound
foolish. Governnments like
Phi | adel phia don't recoup very nuch
noney while that sane small anount of
noney in the hands of i ndividual youth
can be transformative. Conserving
benefits for youth can nean the
di fference between honel essness and
being able to pay a security deposit
or down paynent on your first hone.
This bill shifts the focus to nmake
sure that children and youth have the
financial resources they need to
thrive and ensures that their benefits
are being handled in accordance with
Social Security Adm nistration
regul ati ons.

Communi ty | egal services
Yout h Justice Project provides
holistic community-based civil |egal
services to youth 16 to 24. Through
our individual |egal representation,

t he | eadershi p of our Youth Action
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Board and advocacy with our partners,
we have wi tnessed the devastating
effects of youth exiting the foster
care systemw th insufficient
resources to survive and thrive.

One way that we support youth
i n Philadel phia is by hel ping them
access and maintain |life-sustaining
Social Security benefits. Based on
our experience connecting you to these
vital benefits, we would like to
hi ghl i ght three points: First, Social
Security benefits are an essenti al
resource for youth and preparing to
exit foster care. W know that many
youth | eaving foster care face high
rates of honel essness, jobl essness and
poverty. Nearly half of all children
in foster care have chronic nedica
probl ens and up to 80 percent have
serious enotional problens, which
means many will need the support of
disability benefits at sone point.

Soci al Security benefits can

open doors previously shut to young
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peopl e. They can break down barriers
to housi ng and educati on access,
provi de needed nedi cal treatnent and
accommodati ons for youth with
disabilities and save noney to achi eve
future goals.

Second, this bill would
| mprove outcones for youth by spending
Soci al Security benefits on what
i ndi vi dual youth need instead of
uniformy paying for the routine costs
of foster care. Anyone who serves as
a representative payee, including an
organi zati onal payee, nust deci de how
to use resources in the beneficiary's
best interest, which requires | ooking
at each individual's circunstances and
goal s.

For our clients, the shift to
use their benefits for their own needs
rather than to cover their own foster
care bills woul d have opened doors to
stabl e housing, further education and
vocational training and the freedomto

choose where to live and who to |ive
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1 with.

2 Finally, this bill recognizes

3 t hat youth needs support if they are

4 going to successfully access and

5 mai ntain Social Security benefits. As

6 advocates to assist youth in

7 navi gati ng bureaucratic systens, we

8 see our clients discouraged by

9 confusing Social Security letters and

10 rul es are shut out from Soci al

11 Security's offices sinply because the

12 phones don't work.

13 We know firsthand that having

14 an advocate can make the difference

15 bet ween an approval or denial of

16 benefits. W appreciate the bill's

17 mandat e for hands-on support for youth

18 In and exiting care, who ot herw se

19 woul d navigate this conplex system

20 al one. Rather than foot the bill for

21 their own foster care, youth should

22 have the opportunity to use their

23 benefits for the needs they identify,

24 because they are the experts in what

25 t hose needs are.
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Based on what | know about
the mssion of the child welfare
systemto set up youth to be as
successful as possible, returning
t hese benefits to youth is a | ow cost
policy change that brings them closer
to achieving that goal and is a
win-win for everyone. Thank you to
the Commttee for the opportunity to
speak and support of this inportant
bill.

THE CLERK: Thank you,

Ms. Biddl e.

For our l|ast testifier, we
have Frank Cervone. Please state your
nanme and proceed with your testinony.

MR. CERVONE: Do you have ny
audi o? Dan, do you have ny audi 0?

PROFESSOR HATCHER:  ( Thunbs
up) .

MR. CERVONE: Yes?

THE CLERK: Yes.

MR. CERVONE: Thank you.
Just | ooking for that answer. Sorry.

"1l be quick. First, I'mtroubled to
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hear today that there are different
approaches bei ng pursued for Survivor
and Disability benefits as the
Commi ssi oner suggested. W urge
I ncreased transparency and incl usion
of advocates for these inportant
deci sions on the design of the program
and to right this historical
I njustice.

Most inportantly, under no
ci rcunstances shoul d the governnent be
taki ng noney fromkids. You' ve heard
over and over again you're not just
taking fromtheir present when you
take that noney. You're taking from
their future. The decision to apply
for these benefits, the decision to be
consi dered di sabl ed for purposes of
federal law, the decision to receive
funds and ultimately the use of the
funds. These are decisions that
belong to the child and to the famly,
not to governnent.

The PA ABLE Programis a

brilliant, wonderful program avail abl e
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to persons with disabilities,
obviously not all of the kids we're
tal ki ng about to nmake those funds
secure and not count agai nst other
benefits, and we shoul d expl ore how to
make PA ABLE accounts available to all
of our Kids.

Finally, the scope of the
programin Phil adel phia remains
uncl ear, in particular whether that
| nportant trust has been violated in
the past. Wiile we appreciate the
f orwar d- |1 ooki ng perspective of the
current initiative, we also need to
under st and what happened in the past.
Respectfully, we still need to know
the record of paynents received on
behal f of children in past years based
on their survivorship or their
disability. OQherwise, we're al
conplicit in essentially waiving the
rights of those children to whatever
benefits those rights m ght have
entitled them | don't think any of

us have the authority to execute that
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wai ver. Thank you, Councilwoman Gym
and all of you for your |eadership on
this inportant initiative.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so nuch, M. Cervone, for your work
too and your trenendous advocacy and
al so keepi ng us very focused on what
we need to be doing through this
process. |In part, we are taking the
sunmer to ensure that we can nove
diligently and to cover all of our
bases before the bill gets passed.

We actual ly want sonet hing
t hat changes existing practices and
not just pass a law just to pass a
law. We need to see a dramatic shift
I n behavior, outreach to young people
and famlies, and I think as you noted
a real change in assun ng
responsibility for this work. So
t hank you. Thank you for everybody's
advocacy for this panel.

Col | eagues, is there anyone
who woul d |i ke to ask any questions

for this panel currently?
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(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so much to this panel. Thank you for
all of your advocacy and work and for
hel pi ng gui de us through this process.
We woul dn't be able to be here at this
stage without all of your passion and
i nsi ght and advi ce. Thank you
ever ybody.

Is there anyone el se here to
testify on the bill whose nane has not
yet been call ed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  There
bei ng no further questions from
menbers of the Committee and no ot her
wtnesses to testify, | want to thank
all the individuals and all of our
panel s and w tnesses for your
participation today. Your testinony
noves us to action and we deeply val ue
all of your work.

| nowinvite all panels and
W t nesses to pl ease di sconnect before

we go into our public neeting. W
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1 wi || now pause proceedings briefly as
2 mul ti ple participants | eave the
3 heari ng.
4 Geat. So this concludes the
5 public hearing of the Commttee.
6 W'll now go into a public neeting to
7 consi der the action to be taken on the
8 bill.
9 M. Spiva, wll you please
10 call the roll to take attendance.
11 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
12 Br ooks.
13 COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  |'m
14 present.
15 COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you.
16 THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
17 Gaut hi er.
18 COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
19 Present.
20 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
21 Johnson.
22 COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Present.
23 THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
24 Thonas.
25 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Present.
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THE CLERK: Chairperson Gym

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Present.
Thank you. We will now go into our
public neeting.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Thomas for a notion on
Bill No. 220239.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Madam Chair. G ve ne one second
to let this background noi se -- okay,
t hank you, Madam Chair. That's the
beauty of working in City Hall.

| offer an anmendnent to Bill
No. 220239. A copy of the anendnent
has been circulated to all nenbers of
the Commttee. | nove for the
adopti on of the anendnent.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Second.

COUNCI LWOVMAN GYM  Thank you.
The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | mrenber Brooks seconds the
notion. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that the anendnent
to Bill No. 220322 be adopt ed.

Al in favor will indicate by
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saying --

THE CLERK: Sorry.
Apol ogi es, Council menber. Just to
flag, the Bill No. is 220239. That

was my m stake there.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM Al right.

Thank you, M. Spiva.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the anmendnent
to Bill No. 220239 be adopt ed.

Al'l in favor indicate by
sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Any
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  The ayes

have it and the bill has been anended.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Thormas for a notion on
Bill No. 220239 as anended.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No. 220239

be reported fromthis Committee with a
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favorabl e reconmendati on and furt her
nmove that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first readi ng of
this bill at the next Council session.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
very much. The Chair notes for the
record that Council menber Brooks
seconds the notion. |t has been noved
and properly seconded.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOMAN GYM  Any
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  The ayes
have it and the notion carries. |
just want to thank again all ny
col | eagues for your patience on this
heari ng and thank you for just being
such incredible advocates for young
people and their famlies for being
such conpassionate |isteners on this

hearing as well. [It's an honor to
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work with you.

Thi s concl udes the
busi ness --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Madam
Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Yes.
Counci | nenber Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah.
Just real -- yeah, | just want to
comrend you on your |eadership in this
work. My grandnother, we used to
raise, | mean, we used to take care of
foster children in ny household so
it's kind of (inaudible). Thank you
for your | eadership.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so nmuch, Council menber Johnson. And
just to be clear --

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: | echo
Counci | renber Johnson, Madam Chair. |
echo him Thank you for your
| eader shi p.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Madam Chair. Wy to go.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Thank
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you. This is anmazing.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thi s
concl udes the business before the
Comm ttee on Children and Youth for
today. Thank you everybody. Thank
you for your attendance and we | ook
forward to seeing you. Be safe.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER

Bye- bye.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: Have a

good ni ght.
(Committee on Children and

Yout h concl uded at 10:56 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

|, hereby certify that the
proceedi ngs and evi dence noted are contai ned
fully and accurately in the stenographic notes
taken by ne in the foregoing matter, and that

this is a correct transcript of the sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of
this transcript does not apply to any
reproducti on of the sane by any neans, unl ess
under the direct control and/or supervision

of the certifying reporter.)
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