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·2· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·Members, please take your seats.  I

·4· ·note that the hour has come and

·5· ·that a quorum of this Council is

·6· ·present.· This Council is now

·7· ·coming to order.

·8· · · · · ·Visitors will please retire

·9· ·to the seats outside the rails.

10· ·Before proceeding, I will ask all

11· ·those present to please set your

12· ·cell phones to silent or vibrate

13· ·and please take all conversations

14· ·outside of the Council chambers.

15· ·Thank you.

16· · · · · ·To give our invocation this

17· ·morning, the Chair recognizes the

18· ·Rev. Dr. Chandra Williams of United

19· ·Missionary Baptist Church.· She is

20· ·here today as the guest of

21· ·Councilmember Jeffrey Jay Young.

22· · · · · ·I will ask all Members and

23· ·guests to please rise.

24· · · · · ·(Councilmembers, guests and

25· ·visitors rise.)
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·2· · · · · ·REV. DR. WILLIAMS:· Let us

·3· ·pray.· Oh, Thou in whose presence

·4· ·my soul finds delight on whom I

·5· ·call in times of affliction.· My

·6· ·comfort by day and my song in the

·7· ·night.· My hope, my salvation, my

·8· ·all.

·9· · · · · ·To the only wise God, our

10· ·Father, today we come before you

11· ·humbled and in reverence, lifting

12· ·up our city and those in authority

13· ·who govern it.· Lord, we

14· ·acknowledge your sovereignty,

15· ·knowing that you see all and can

16· ·act as you will, whenever you will

17· ·and however you will.

18· · · · · ·We come to you because you

19· ·are omniscient and omnipotent.· You

20· ·know all, see all and have the

21· ·power to do all things.· God, our

22· ·city is facing immense challenges

23· ·in these unprecedented times.· We

24· ·face critical issues in our

25· ·education system, its buildings
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·2· ·staff and students.

·3· · · · · ·We grapple with

·4· ·homelessness, affordable housing

·5· ·and the complexity of tangled

·6· ·titles.· We encounter struggles in

·7· ·parenting and with the next

·8· ·generation.· Our city is divided

·9· ·over development affecting every

10· ·race and generation.

11· · · · · ·The scourge of drugs,

12· ·heroin, opioids and more runs

13· ·rampant in our streets.· Mental

14· ·health crisis plagues our city.

15· ·Violence is on the rise, whether it

16· ·be gun violence, domestic violence,

17· ·carjackings, home invasions, elder

18· ·abuse, hate crimes and more.

19· · · · · ·Our arts and culture are

20· ·under strain and our small

21· ·businesses are struggling.· And we

22· ·are facing the uncertain transition

23· ·of our nation's governmental

24· ·leadership.· But, Lord, the good

25· ·news is that we can come boldly to
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·2· ·you with our requests.

·3· · · · · ·So today we ask that you

·4· ·heal our city.· We ask that you

·5· ·grant, wisdom, courage, strategy,

·6· ·strength and the right partnerships

·7· ·to this governing body which

·8· ·represents every corner, block,

·9· ·community and neighborhood of

10· ·Philadelphia.

11· · · · · ·Grant them the insight to

12· ·make just and wise decisions.· We

13· ·pray for their well-being, that you

14· ·would provide them with the mental,

15· ·physical, spiritual and financial

16· ·health that they may need.· Bless

17· ·their families, bless their

18· ·spouses, bless their children and

19· ·even bless their parents, some of

20· ·whom that they may be caring for.

21· · · · · ·God, we need you now more

22· ·than we've ever needed you before.

23· ·Hear our prayers and answer

24· ·according to your will.· In the

25· ·name above all names, we ask this
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·2· ·prayer.

·3· · · · · ·Amen.

·4· · · · · ·(Amen.)

·5· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·The Chair thanks the Reverend for

·7· ·the invocation.

·8· · · · · ·Council will be at ease.

·9· · · · · ·(Council at ease.)

10· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

12· ·Quetcy Lozada.

13· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:· Thank

14· ·you, Council President.

15· · · · · ·Good morning, everyone.

16· ·I'm sure that everyone has heard

17· ·that Tuesday evening Jamie Roman,

18· ·Officer Jamie Roman of the 25th

19· ·Police District passed as a result

20· ·of a gunshot wound from an incident

21· ·on June 22nd, so I'd like to call

22· ·for a moment of silence.· And I'd

23· ·also like to ask that all of us as

24· ·a city keep him and his family and

25· ·the officers of the 25th Police
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·2· · ·District in your prayers.

·3· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· · ·We'll all stand for a moment of

·5· · ·silence.

·6· · · · · · ·(Standing moment of

·7· · ·silence.)

·8· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· · ·The next order of business is the

10· · ·approval of the Journal of the

11· · ·meeting of Thursday, September 5,

12· · ·2024.

13· · · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

14· · ·Councilmember Cindy Bass.

15· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· Thank

16· · ·you, Mr. President.

17· · · · · · ·I move that the Journal of

18· · ·the meeting of Thursday, September

19· · ·5, 2024 be approved.

20· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

21· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· · ·It has been moved and properly

23· · ·seconded that the Journal of the

24· · ·meeting of Thursday, September 5,

25· · ·2024 stand approved.



Page 8
·1· · · · 9/12/24 - STATED - LEAVES

·2· · · · · ·All those in favor will

·3· ·signify by saying aye.

·4· · · · · ·(Aye.)

·5· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·Those opposed?

·7· · · · · ·(No response.)

·8· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·The ayes have it and the Journal is

10· ·approved.

11· · · · · ·The next order of business

12· ·is requests for leave of absence.

13· ·And the Chair recognizes

14· ·Councilmember Thomas.

15· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN THOMAS:· Good

16· ·morning, Council President.· Good

17· ·morning, colleagues.

18· · · · · ·On behalf of our Majority

19· ·Leader Councilmember Gilmore

20· ·Richardson, a leave request has

21· ·been -- a leave of absence has been

22· ·requested.· Sorry, Council

23· ·President.

24· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

25· ·The Chair thanks the Councilmember
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·2· ·and leave will be granted.

·3· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

·4· ·Councilmember Brooks.

·5· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:· Thank

·6· ·you, Mr. President.

·7· · · · · ·On behalf of the Minority,

·8· ·there are no requests for leaves of

·9· ·absence today.

10· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·The Chair thanks the Councilmember.

12· · · · · ·The Chair now recognizes

13· ·Councilmember Thomas for a motion

14· ·concerning certain legislative

15· ·matters that may arise during the

16· ·course of today's session of

17· ·Council and that were not listed on

18· ·the Calendar circulated prior to

19· ·today's Council session.

20· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN THOMAS:· Thank

21· ·you, Council President.

22· · · · · ·I move that any of the

23· ·following matters, if considered

24· ·today, may be added to the agenda

25· ·for this session of Council and, as
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·2· ·required by law, subsequently

·3· ·published on an amended agenda

·4· ·after the consideration of those

·5· ·matters:· resolutions authorizin

·6· ·hearings, amendments to bills on

·7· ·first reading, the reconsideration

·8· ·of a bill vetoed by or re-called

·9· ·from the Mayor, amendments to bills

10· ·re-called from the Mayor,

11· ·resolutions taking a substantive

12· ·action to be voted on in this

13· ·session, a motion to withdraw a

14· ·bill or resolution that is not on

15· ·the Calendar and a motion placing a

16· ·bill or resolution on or returning

17· ·a bill or resolution from the

18· ·Suspension Calendar that is not

19· ·listed on today's Calendar.

20· · · · · ·The purpose of this motion

21· ·is to provide the public with the

22· ·notice concerning possible actions

23· ·by Council that arose too late to

24· ·be included on the Calendar that

25· ·was published prior to today's
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·2· ·session.

·3· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

·4· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·It has been moved and properly

·6· ·seconded that the legislative

·7· ·matters stated by Councilmember

·8· ·Thomas may be added to the agenda

·9· ·for today should those matters

10· ·arise during the course of this

11· ·session of Council.

12· · · · · ·All those in favor will

13· ·signify by saying aye.

14· · · · · ·(Aye.)

15· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·Those opposed?

17· · · · · ·(No response.)

18· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·The ayes have it and the motion

20· ·carries.

21· · · · · ·The Chair will dispense

22· ·with the regular order of business

23· ·to recognize the guests and

24· ·visitors joining us in chambers

25· ·this morning.
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·2· · · · · ·On behalf of all members of

·3· ·City Council, I welcome you to our

·4· ·Council session.· We appreciate you

·5· ·taking the time to join us as we

·6· ·attend to the legislative affairs

·7· ·of our city.· We certainly invite

·8· ·you to come again.

·9· · · · · ·I want to take a moment to

10· ·acknowledge a very special guest

11· ·who is here with us today.· I want

12· ·to ask to stand Ms. Sarah Collins

13· ·Rudolph.· She's the guest on behalf

14· ·of Councilmember Curtis Jones.· She

15· ·is the sole survivor of the 16th

16· ·Street Baptist Church bombing.

17· · · · · ·Councilman Curtis Jones,

18· ·you want to acknowledge your guest.

19· ·Can we give her a round of

20· ·applause.

21· · · · · ·(Applause.)

22· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

24· ·Curtis Jones for a few remarks.

25· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Thank
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·2· ·you, Mr. President.

·3· · · · · ·We are truly blessed to

·4· ·have in our presence civil rights

·5· ·history.· The origin of her visit

·6· ·here today came from Frackville.

·7· ·Some lifers there, Brother Holme

·8· ·read her story and realized that

·9· ·she was in between the paragraphs

10· ·of our history and said that she

11· ·needed to be recognized for her

12· ·contribution, for her lifelong

13· ·participation in the continuum of

14· ·our struggle.

15· · · · · ·So we are really honored to

16· ·have you here today.· We will be

17· ·introducing a resolution on your

18· ·behalf because we want you to smell

19· ·your flowers now and to plant your

20· ·seeds going forward.· So thank you

21· ·for coming.

22· · · · · ·(Applause.)

23· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·Outstanding work, Councilmember

25· ·Jones.
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·2· · · · · ·As there are no

·3· ·presentations today, the next order

·4· ·of business is communications.· The

·5· ·Chair requests that the Sergeant-

·6· ·at-Arms deliver the messages from

·7· ·the Mayor to the Chief Clerk.

·8· · · · · ·The Chief Clerk will please

·9· ·read the messages from the Mayor

10· ·and any other communications in her

11· ·possession.

12· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· To the

13· ·President and members of the

14· ·Council of the City of

15· ·Philadelphia.· I transmitting for

16· ·the consideration of your Honorable

17· ·Body a draft of a resolution,

18· ·entitled Authorizing the

19· ·Commissioner of Public Property to

20· ·execute and deliver to the

21· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

22· ·Authority deeds conveying fee

23· ·simple title to 2134 through 36

24· ·East Clearfield Street in the 1st

25· ·Councilmanic District of the City
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·2· ·of Philadelphia and further

·3· ·authorizing the Philadelphia

·4· ·Redevelopment Authority to transfer

·5· ·to the Philadelphia Land Bank fee

·6· ·simple title to such properties

·7· ·pursuant to Section 16-405 of The

·8· ·Philadelphia Code; and

·9· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

10· ·the Philadelphia Land Bank to

11· ·dispose of 1900 East Lehigh Avenue

12· ·located in the 1st Councilmanic

13· ·District in accordance with the

14· ·terms of Chapter 16-700 of The

15· ·Philadelphia Code; and

16· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

17· ·the Commissioner of Public Property

18· ·to execute and deliver to the

19· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

20· ·Authority deeds conveying fee

21· ·simple title to 2741 Latona Street,

22· ·2743 Latona Street and 1329 South

23· ·15th Street in the 2nd Councilmanic

24· ·District of the City of

25· ·Philadelphia and further
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·2· ·authorizing the Philadelphia

·3· ·Redevelopment Authority to transfer

·4· ·to the Philadelphia Land Bank fee

·5· ·simple title to such properties

·6· ·pursuant to Section 16-405 of The

·7· ·Philadelphia Code; and

·8· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

·9· ·the Commissioner of Public Property

10· ·to execute and deliver to the

11· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

12· ·Authority deeds conveying fee

13· ·simple title to 1501-17 Point

14· ·Breeze Avenue in the 2nd

15· ·Councilmanic District of the City

16· ·of Philadelphia and further

17· ·authorizing the Philadelphia

18· ·Redevelopment Authority to transfer

19· ·to the Philadelphia Land Bank fee

20· ·simple title to such properties

21· ·pursuant to Section 16-405 of The

22· ·Philadelphia Code; and

23· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

24· ·the Commissioner of Public Property

25· ·to execute and deliver to the
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·2· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

·3· ·Authority deeds conveying fee

·4· ·simple title to 1329 South 15th

·5· ·Street in the 2nd Councilmanic

·6· ·District of the City of

·7· ·Philadelphia and further

·8· ·authorizing the Philadelphia

·9· ·Redevelopment Authority to transfer

10· ·to the Philadelphia Land Bank fee

11· ·simple title to such properties

12· ·pursuant to Section 16-405 of The

13· ·Philadelphia Code; and

14· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

15· ·the Commissioner of Public Property

16· ·to execute and deliver to the

17· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

18· ·Authority deeds conveying fee

19· ·simple title to 1911 Mount Vernon

20· ·Street in the 2nd Councilmanic

21· ·District of the City of

22· ·Philadelphia and further

23· ·authorizing the Philadelphia

24· ·Redevelopment Authority to transfer

25· ·to the Philadelphia Land Bank fee
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·2· ·simple title to such properties

·3· ·pursuant to Section 16-405 of The

·4· ·Philadelphia Code; and

·5· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

·6· ·the Commissioner of Public Property

·7· ·to execute and deliver to the

·8· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

·9· ·Authority deeds conveying fee

10· ·simple title 839 North 39th Street;

11· ·3938, 3940, 3944 Mount Vernon

12· ·Street; 3907, 3930 Wallace Street;

13· ·3833, 3902, 3912, 3922 Brown

14· ·Street; 908 North Holly Street, 910

15· ·North Holly Street; 3948 Parrish

16· ·Street; 4117 Pennsgrove Street;

17· ·4119, 4121, 4126 Pennsgrove Street;

18· ·3814, 3816, 3850, 3852, 3947, 3949,

19· ·3960, 3962, 3964 Reno Street; 666,

20· ·674 and 803 Union Street in the 3rd

21· ·Councilmanic District of the City

22· ·of Philadelphia and further

23· ·authorizing the Philadelphia

24· ·Redevelopment Authority to transfer

25· ·to the Philadelphia Land Bank fee
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·2· ·simple title to such properties

·3· ·pursuant to Section 16-405 of The

·4· ·Philadelphia Code; and

·5· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

·6· ·the Philadelphia Land Bank to

·7· ·dispose of 5307 Market Street

·8· ·located in the 3rd Councilmanic

·9· ·District in accordance with the

10· ·terms of Chapter 16-700 of The

11· ·Philadelphia Code; and

12· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

13· ·the Commissioner of Public Property

14· ·to execute and deliver to the

15· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

16· ·Authority deeds conveying fee

17· ·simple title to 3958 Parrish

18· ·Street; 3900, 3972 Reno Street; 844

19· ·and 855 -- I'm sorry 844 Hutton

20· ·Street and 855 North 43rd Street in

21· ·the 3rd Councilmanic District of

22· ·the City of Philadelphia and

23· ·further authorizing the

24· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

25· ·Authority to transfer to the
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·2· ·Philadelphia Land Bank fee simple

·3· ·title to such properties pursuant

·4· ·to Section 16-405 of The

·5· ·Philadelphia Code; and

·6· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

·7· ·the Commissioner of Public Property

·8· ·to execute and deliver to the

·9· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

10· ·Authority deeds conveying fee

11· ·simple title to 844 Hutton Street

12· ·in the 3rd Councilmanic District of

13· ·the City of Philadelphia and

14· ·further authorizing the

15· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

16· ·Authority to transfer to the

17· ·Philadelphia Land Bank fee simple

18· ·title to such properties pursuant

19· ·to Section 16-405 of The

20· ·Philadelphia Code; and

21· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

22· ·the Commissioner of Public Property

23· ·to execute and deliver to the

24· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

25· ·Authority deeds conveying fee
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·2· ·simple title 3924 Cambridge Street,

·3· ·3909 Pennsgrove Street; 1110, 1112,

·4· ·1113, 1118, 1128 State Street;

·5· ·3900, 3902, 3911, 3912, 3919, 3926

·6· ·Wyalusing Avenue in the 3rd

·7· ·Councilmanic District of the City

·8· ·of Philadelphia and further

·9· ·authorizing the Philadelphia

10· ·Redevelopment Authority to transfer

11· ·to the Philadelphia Land Bank fee

12· ·simple title to such properties

13· ·pursuant to Section 16-405 of The

14· ·Philadelphia Code; and

15· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

16· ·the Philadelphia Land Bank to

17· ·dispose of 3914, 3917, 3927, 3935,

18· ·3936, 3937, 3938, 3940, 3946 and

19· ·3948 Folsom Street located in the

20· ·3rd Councilmanic District in

21· ·accordance with the terms of

22· ·Chapter 16-700 of The Philadelphia

23· ·Code; and

24· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

25· ·the Philadelphia Land Bank to
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·2· ·dispose of 3731 and 3940 Aspen

·3· ·Street; 3936 and 3959 Brown Street;

·4· ·3958 Parrish Street; 3900 and 3972

·5· ·Reno Street; and 773 Sloane Street

·6· ·located in the 3rd Councilmanic

·7· ·District in accordance with the

·8· ·terms of Chapter 16-700 of The

·9· ·Philadelphia Code; and

10· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

11· ·the Philadelphia Land Bank to

12· ·dispose of 3539 Aspen Street; 682

13· ·North 33rd Street; 3624 Brown

14· ·Street; 3405, 3830 and 3832 Wallace

15· ·Street; 610, 612 and 614 North

16· ·Sedgwick Street and 620 North 35th

17· ·Street located in the 3rd

18· ·Councilmanic District in accordance

19· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

20· ·The Philadelphia Code; and

21· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

22· ·the Philadelphia Land Bank to

23· ·dispose of 3858 Mount Vernon

24· ·Street; 3903, 3905, 3907 and 3930

25· ·Wallace Street; 642, 647 and 658
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·2· ·Union Street; and 3841 and 3843

·3· ·Melon Street located in the 3rd

·4· ·Councilmanic District in accordance

·5· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

·6· ·The Philadelphia Code; and

·7· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

·8· ·the Philadelphia Land Bank to

·9· ·dispose of 3837, 3917, 3938, 3940,

10· ·3944 Mount Vernon Street; 612 Union

11· ·Street and 3607, 3830 and 3832

12· ·Melon Street located in the 3rd

13· ·Councilmanic District in accordance

14· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

15· ·The Philadelphia Code; and

16· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

17· ·the Philadelphia Land Bank to

18· ·dispose of 3801, 3803, 3811, 3814,

19· ·3816, 3850, 3852, 3960, 3962 and

20· ·3964 Reno Street located in the 3rd

21· ·Councilmanic District in accordance

22· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

23· ·The Philadelphia Code; and

24· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

25· ·the Philadelphia Land Bank to
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·2· ·dispose of 839 North 39th Street;

·3· ·3517 Mount Vernon Street; 524 North

·4· ·35th Street; 3605 Melon Street;

·5· ·3833 and 3915 Brown Street; 735

·6· ·North Dekalb Street; and 740 and

·7· ·765 North 38th Street located in

·8· ·the 3rd Councilmanic District in

·9· ·accordance with the terms in

10· ·Chapter 16-700 of The Philadelphia

11· ·Code; and

12· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

13· ·the Philadelphia Land Bank to

14· ·dispose of 3148 North 24th Street

15· ·located in the 4th Councilmanic

16· ·District in accordance with the

17· ·terms of Chapter 16-700 of The

18· ·Philadelphia Code; and

19· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

20· ·the Commissioner of Public Property

21· ·to execute and deliver to the

22· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

23· ·Authority deeds conveying fee

24· ·simple title to 116 North 58th

25· ·Street in the 4th Councilmanic
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·2· ·District of the City of

·3· ·Philadelphia; and further

·4· ·authorizing the Philadelphia

·5· ·Redevelopment Authority to transfer

·6· ·to the Philadelphia Land Bank fee

·7· ·simple title to such properties,

·8· ·pursuant to Section 16-405 of The

·9· ·Philadelphia Code; and

10· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

11· ·the Commissioner of Public Property

12· ·to execute and deliver to the

13· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

14· ·Authority deeds conveying fee

15· ·simple title 138 North 58th Street,

16· ·6214 Vine Street and 3212 North

17· ·33rd Street in the 4th Councilmanic

18· ·District of the City of

19· ·Philadelphia; and further

20· ·authorizing the Philadelphia

21· ·Redevelopment Authority to transfer

22· ·to the Philadelphia Land Bank fee

23· ·simple title to such properties

24· ·pursuant to Section 16-405 of The

25· ·Philadelphia Code; and
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·2· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

·3· ·the Commissioner of Public Property

·4· ·execute and deliver to the

·5· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

·6· ·Authority deeds conveying fee

·7· ·simple titled to 2409, 2413, 2416,

·8· ·2418, 2443 North 19th Street; 2559

·9· ·North 28th Street; 2552, 2542, 2503

10· ·North 28th Street; 2605, 2607, 2608

11· ·and 2610 North 29th Street in the

12· ·5th Councilmanic District of the

13· ·City of Philadelphia and further

14· ·authorizing the Philadelphia

15· ·Redevelopment Authority to transfer

16· ·to the Philadelphia Land Bank fee

17· ·simple title to such properties

18· ·pursuant to Section 16-405 of The

19· ·Philadelphia Code; and

20· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

21· ·the Commissioner of Public Property

22· ·to execute and deliver to the

23· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

24· ·Authority deeds conveying fee

25· ·simple title to 2403, 2411, 2413,
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·2· ·2416, 2418, 2427, 2432, 2436, 2442,

·3· ·2452, 2448, 2462, 2518, 2525, 2530

·4· ·North Dover Street; 2544, 2600,

·5· ·2611, 2710, 2837, 3019, 3021, 3027,

·6· ·3029, 3031, 3039 West Oakdale

·7· ·Street; 2423, 2425, 2437, 2446,

·8· ·2468, 2469, 2501, 2506, 2513, 2516,

·9· ·2517, 2526, 2539, 2556, 2609, 2620

10· ·and 2621 Stanley Street; 265 North

11· ·Warnock Street in the 5th

12· ·Councilmanic District of the City

13· ·of Philadelphia and further

14· ·authorizing the Philadelphia

15· ·Redevelopment Authority to transfer

16· ·to the Philadelphia Land Bank fee

17· ·simple title to such properties

18· ·pursuant to Section 16-405 of The

19· ·Philadelphia Code; and

20· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

21· ·the Philadelphia Land Bank to

22· ·dispose of 2605, 2607, 2608, 2610

23· ·and 2622 North 29th Street located

24· ·in the 5th Councilmanic District in

25· ·accordance with the terms of
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·2· ·Chapter 16-700 of The Philadelphia

·3· ·Code; and

·4· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

·5· ·the Philadelphia Land Bank to

·6· ·dispose of 2502, 2503, 2542, 2552

·7· ·and 2559 North 28th Street in the

·8· ·5th Councilmanic District in

·9· ·accordance with the terms of

10· ·Chapter 16-700 of The Philadelphia

11· ·Code; and

12· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

13· ·the Philadelphia Land Bank to

14· ·dispose of 1766 through 72 North

15· ·Bodine Street; 2244 and 2246 Hope

16· ·Street; 218 Cecil B. Moore Avenue

17· ·located in the 7th Councilmanic

18· ·District in accordance with the

19· ·terms of Chapter 16-700 of The

20· ·Philadelphia Code; and

21· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

22· ·the Commissioner of Public Property

23· ·to execute and deliver to the

24· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

25· ·Authority deeds conveying fee
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·2· ·simple title to 2271 North Philip

·3· ·Street in the 7th Councilmanic

·4· ·District of the City of

·5· ·Philadelphia and further

·6· ·authorizing the Philadelphia

·7· ·Redevelopment Authority to transfer

·8· ·to the Philadelphia Land Bank fee

·9· ·simple title to such properties

10· ·pursuant to Section 16-405 of The

11· ·Philadelphia Code; and

12· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

13· ·the Philadelphia Land Bank to

14· ·dispose of 166 West Cumberland

15· ·Street and 2537 Mutter Street

16· ·located in the 7th Councilmanic

17· ·District in accordance with the

18· ·terms of Chapter 16-700 of The

19· ·Philadelphia Code; and

20· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

21· ·the Commissioner of Public Property

22· ·to execute and deliver to the

23· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

24· ·Authority deeds conveying fee

25· ·simple title 1766 through 72 North
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·2· ·Bodine Street; 2244 Hope Street and

·3· ·2246 Hope Street in the 7th

·4· ·Councilmanic District of the City

·5· ·of Philadelphia and further

·6· ·authorizing the Philadelphia

·7· ·Redevelopment Authority to transfer

·8· ·to the Philadelphia Land Bank fee

·9· ·simple title to such properties

10· ·pursuant to Section 16-405 of The

11· ·Philadelphia Code; and

12· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

13· ·the Philadelphia Land Bank to

14· ·dispose of 423 through 27, 429

15· ·through 39, including 429 through

16· ·39 rear East Ashmead Street; 226,

17· ·260, 278, 313 East Bringhurst

18· ·Street; 49 East Earlham Street;

19· ·4635 Germantown Avenue; 30 Good

20· ·Street; 5608, 5618, 5619, 5642,

21· ·5669 Heiskell Street; 4946 Keyser

22· ·Street; 5514, 5515, 5642 Morton

23· ·Street; 6672, 6674 Musgrave Street;

24· ·53 East Pastorius Street; 207 East

25· ·Penn Street; 248 East Phil Ellena
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·2· ·Street; 42, 44 Regar Street; 34

·3· ·East Seymour Street; 227, 261, 263

·4· ·East Sharpnack Street; 218, 326,

·5· ·342, 343 Shedaker Street; 4951,

·6· ·4957, 4961 and 4975 Sheldon Street;

·7· ·111, 112 East Springer Street; and

·8· ·4925 and 5222 Wakefield Street in

·9· ·the 8th Councilmanic District in

10· ·accordance with the terms of

11· ·Chapter 16-700 of The Philadelphia

12· ·Code; and

13· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

14· ·the Commissioner of Public Property

15· ·to execute and deliver to the

16· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

17· ·Authority deeds conveying fee

18· ·simple title to 2248 Ruffner Street

19· ·in the 8th Councilmanic District of

20· ·the City of Philadelphia and

21· ·further authorizing the

22· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

23· ·Authority to transfer to the

24· ·Philadelphia Land Bank fee simple

25· ·title to such properties pursuant
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·2· ·to Section 16-405 of The

·3· ·Philadelphia Code; and

·4· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

·5· ·the Philadelphia Land Bank to

·6· ·dispose of 1532 West Loudon Street

·7· ·located in the 8th Councilmanic

·8· ·District in accordance with the

·9· ·terms of Chapter 16-700 of The

10· ·Philadelphia Code; and

11· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

12· ·the Commissioner of Public Property

13· ·to execute and deliver to the

14· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

15· ·Authority deeds conveying fee

16· ·simple titled to 5803 Knox Street

17· ·in the 8th Councilmanic District of

18· ·the City of Philadelphia and

19· ·further authorizing the

20· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

21· ·Authority to transfer to the

22· ·Philadelphia Land Bank fee simple

23· ·title of such properties pursuant

24· ·to Section 16-405 of The

25· ·Philadelphia Code; and
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·2· · · · · ·A resolution authorizing

·3· ·the Commissioner of Public Property

·4· ·to execute and deliver to the

·5· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

·6· ·Authority deeds conveying fee

·7· ·simple title to 5019 North Camac

·8· ·Street in the 9th Councilmanic

·9· ·District of the City of

10· ·Philadelphia and further

11· ·authorizing the Philadelphia

12· ·Redevelopment Authority to transfer

13· ·to the Philadelphia Land Bank fee

14· ·simple title to such properties

15· ·pursuant to Section 16-405 of The

16· ·Philadelphia Code.

17· · · · · ·Council President, there

18· ·are no other communications in my

19· ·possession.· Thank you.

20· · · · · ·(Applause.)

21· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·Michael Decker is smiling.· Good

23· ·job, Liz.· Thank you.· The messages

24· ·will be printed in the Journal.

25· · · · · ·We will now go into
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·2· ·introduction of bills and

·3· ·resolutions.

·4· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

·5· ·Councilmember Phillips.

·6· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:· Good

·7· ·morning, Council President.· Good

·8· ·morning, colleagues.

·9· · · · · ·I have two resolutions,

10· ·non-privileged resolutions, for

11· ·introduction today, including a

12· ·nonprivileged resolution honoring

13· ·Isabella Fitzgerald introduced by

14· ·myself and Councilmember Isaiah

15· ·Thomas.· Several members of the

16· ·West Oak Lane community as well as

17· ·Mt. Airy are here today in honor of

18· ·her.· Thank you.

19· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·Thank you.· The Clerk will please

21· ·read the titles of the resolutions.

22· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:  A

23· ·non-privileged resolution renaming

24· ·Stenton Avenue and Washington Lane

25· ·to "Isabella Fitzgerald Way" to
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·2· ·honor her significant impact to the

·3· ·community.

·4· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·This resolution will be placed on

·6· ·the Final Passage Calendar for

·7· ·consideration at the next session

·8· ·of Council.

·9· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

10· ·non-privileged resolution

11· ·authorizing the Commissioner of

12· ·Public Property to execute and

13· ·deliver to the Philadelphia

14· ·Redevelopment Authority deeds

15· ·conveying fee simple title to 5019

16· ·North Camac Street in the 9th

17· ·Councilmanic District of the City

18· ·of Philadelphia and further

19· ·authorizing the Philadelphia

20· ·Redevelopment Authority to transfer

21· ·to the Philadelphia Land Bank fee

22· ·simple title to such properties

23· ·pursuant to Section 16-405 of The

24· ·Philadelphia Code.

25· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·This resolution will be placed on

·3· ·the Final Passage Calendar for

·4· ·consideration at our next session

·5· ·of Council.

·6· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

·7· ·Councilmember Jamie Gauthier.

·8· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:

·9· ·Good morning, Council President.

10· · · · · ·Today I have one privileged

11· ·resolution that I'm introducing on

12· ·your behalf.

13· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·Thank you very much.

15· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

16· ·the title of the privileged

17· ·resolution.

18· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

19· ·privileged resolution honoring and

20· ·celebrating Sonia Sanchez, poet,

21· ·activist and scholar, on the

22· ·Occasion of her 90th birthday.

23· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·This resolution will be placed on

25· ·today's Final Passage Calendar.
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·2· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

·3· ·Majority Whip Thomas.

·4· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN THOMAS:

·5· ·Morning, Council President.

·6· · · · · ·I have one bill on your

·7· ·behalf and I am super excited to

·8· ·partner with Councilmember Phillips

·9· ·to honor former State Rep. Isabelle

10· ·Fitzgerald who is a jewel to the

11· ·Northwest section of the City of

12· ·Philadelphia.

13· · · · · ·So thank you, Council

14· ·President.· Today is special for

15· ·me.

16· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·You're welcome.· Well-deserving

18· ·honor as well.

19· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

20· ·the title of the bill.

21· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And an

22· ·ordinance legalizing existing flood

23· ·wall encroachment at of 2400 Market

24· ·Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103,

25· ·under certain terms and conditions.
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·2· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·This bill will be referred to the

·4· ·appropriate committee.

·5· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

·6· ·Councilmember Jones.

·7· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Thank

·8· ·you, Mr. President.

·9· · · · · ·Two privileged, one

10· ·non-privileged resolutions today.

11· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·Thank you very much.

13· · · · · ·Would the Clerk please read

14· ·the title of the privileged and

15· ·non-privileged resolutions please.

16· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

17· ·resolution supporting the National

18· ·Minority Business Development

19· ·Agency and recognizing October 7th

20· ·through October 11th, 2024 as

21· ·Philadelphia Minority Enterprise

22· ·Development, MED Week, which

23· ·provides critical information

24· ·resources opportunities and

25· ·inspiration to the minority
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·2· ·business community.

·3· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·This resolution will be placed on

·5· ·today's Final Passage Calendar.

·6· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·And a privileged resolution

·8· ·honoring and recognizing Sarah

·9· ·Collins Rudolph, a survivor of the

10· ·tragic 16th Street Baptist Church

11· ·bombing in Birmingham, Alabama for

12· ·her unwavering courage, her

13· ·dedication to social justice and

14· ·her profound impact on the Civil

15· ·Rights Movement.

16· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·This resolution will be placed on

18· ·today's Final Passage Calendar.

19· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

20· ·non-privileged resolution renaming

21· ·the 5800 block of Oxford Street

22· ·"Frederick Rosenfeld Way" to honor

23· ·and celebrate the life and legacy

24· ·of Frederick C. Rosenfeld for his

25· ·outstanding contributions to youth
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·2· ·sports in Philadelphia.

·3· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·This resolution will be placed on

·5· ·the Final Passage Calendar for

·6· ·consideration at our next session

·7· ·of Council.

·8· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

·9· ·Councilmember Rue Landau.

10· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LANDAU:· Good

11· ·morning, Council President and

12· ·colleagues.

13· · · · · ·I have two privileged

14· ·resolutions and one non-privileged

15· ·one.· Thank you.

16· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·Thank you very much.· Will the

18· ·Clerk please read the titles of the

19· ·privileged resolutions and

20· ·non-privileged resolution.

21· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

22· ·resolution recognizing the week of

23· ·September 9th through September

24· ·13th, 2024 as National Arts

25· ·Education Week in Philadelphia.
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·2· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·This resolution will be placed on

·4· ·today's Final Passage Calendar.

·5· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·6· ·privileged resolution authorizing

·7· ·the Committee on Technology and

·8· ·Information Services to hold

·9· ·hearings exploring the current

10· ·status of artificial intelligence

11· ·technologies and how Philadelphia

12· ·can prepare for their impact on

13· ·public, private and non-private

14· ·sectors.

15· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·This resolution will be placed on

17· ·today's Final Passage Calendar.

18· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

19· ·non-privileged resolution calling

20· ·on the School District of

21· ·Philadelphia to expand SEPTA

22· ·Student Fare Passes to all students

23· ·for usage at all times and

24· ·regardless of their residential

25· ·distance from schools.
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·2· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·This resolution will be placed on

·4· ·the Final Passage Calendar for

·5· ·consideration at our next session

·6· ·of Council.

·7· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

·8· ·Councilmember Quetcy Lozada.

·9· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:· Thank

10· ·you, Council President.

11· · · · · ·Today I offer four

12· ·resolutions; three privileged, one

13· ·non-privileged resolutions.· And

14· ·I'd also like to just make a brief

15· ·comment.

16· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

18· ·Quetcy Lozada with a brief comment.

19· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:

20· ·Sunday is the beginning of Hispanic

21· ·Heritage Month, so at each Council

22· ·session every Thursday I'd like to

23· ·honor individuals from the Latino

24· ·community for their contributions

25· ·to our city as well as to the
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·2· ·advancement of Latinos.

·3· · · · · ·Today I'm honoring

·4· ·Mr. Romero who's an artist and

·5· ·educator who has touched the lives

·6· ·of students at the University of

·7· ·the Arts and the community as well

·8· ·as Dr. Evelyn Nunez, who's the CEO

·9· ·of Esperanza Charter Academy, an

10· ·institution in the 7th Council

11· ·District and a dear friend.

12· · · · · ·Evelyn is a proud product

13· ·of the Philadelphia school system,

14· ·a native of Kensington and has

15· ·moved into this leadership position

16· ·after having worked with the School

17· ·District of Philadelphia as an

18· ·Associate Superintendent of

19· ·Elementary Schools where she

20· ·oversaw 167 schools.· And so, I'd

21· ·like you to welcome them to our

22· ·chambers and join me in honoring

23· ·them.

24· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

25· ·Can you please stand.
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·2· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:

·3· ·Please stand.

·4· · · · · ·(Applause.)

·5· · · · · ·(Flatulence sound effect.)

·6· · · · · ·(Laughter.)

·7· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·That wasn't me.· You got to smile

·9· ·sometimes, y'all.

10· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

11· ·the titles of the non-privileged

12· ·and privileged resolutions.

13· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:  A

14· ·non-privileged resolution

15· ·authorizing the Special Committee

16· ·on Kensington to convene and

17· ·explore best practices in substance

18· ·use disorder outreach and to

19· ·investigate the effectiveness of

20· ·current methods used by the City of

21· ·Philadelphia and its partners.

22· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·This resolution will be placed on

24· ·the final Passage Calendar for

25· ·consideration at our next session
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·2· ·of Council.

·3· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·And a privileged resolution

·5· ·recognizing Raul Romero for his

·6· ·contribution to the lives of the

·7· ·students at the University of the

·8· ·Arts, its community and the City of

·9· ·Philadelphia.

10· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·This resolution will be placed on

12· ·today's Final Passage Calendar.

13· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

14· ·privileged resolution recognizing

15· ·Evelyn Nunez for her dedication to

16· ·the education of Philadelphia

17· ·students as the Chief Executive

18· ·Officer of Esperanza Academy

19· ·Charter School.

20· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·This resolution will be placed on

22· ·today's Final Passage Calendar.

23· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

24· ·privileged resolution recognizing

25· ·September 15th through October 15th
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·2· ·as Hispanic Heritage Month in the

·3· ·City of Philadelphia.

·4· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·This resolution will be placed on

·6· ·today's Final Passage Calendar.

·7· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

·8· ·Councilmember Jeffrey Jay Young.

·9· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN YOUNG:· Thank

10· ·you, Mr. President.

11· · · · · ·Today I offer one bill for

12· ·introduction.

13· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·Will the Clerk please read the

15· ·title of the bill.

16· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance

17· ·amending Title 12 of The

18· ·Philadelphia Code, entitled

19· ·"Traffic Code," to add provisions

20· ·related to parking prohibitions in

21· ·specific places and to change

22· ·certain penalties related hereto,

23· ·all under certain terms and

24· ·conditions.

25· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·This bill will be referred to the

·3· ·appropriate committee.

·4· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

·5· ·Minority Leader Brooks.

·6· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:· Thank

·7· ·you, Council President.

·8· · · · · ·I have one non-privileged

·9· ·resolution to introduce today.

10· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·Thank you.

12· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

13· ·the title of the non-privileged

14· ·resolution.

15· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:  A

16· ·non-privileged resolution

17· ·condemning the Supreme Court's

18· ·decision to allow the

19· ·criminalization of homelessness in

20· ·Grants Pass v. Johnson, and

21· ·reaffirming the City of

22· ·Philadelphia's commitment to

23· ·housing as a human right.

24· · · · · ·(Applause.)

25· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·This privilege will be placed on

·3· ·today's Final Passage Calendar.

·4· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Next week's

·5· ·calendar.

·6· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·This resolution will be placed on

·8· ·the Final Passage Calendar for the

·9· ·consideration at our next session

10· ·of Council.· That's a

11· ·non-privileged resolution for the

12· ·record.

13· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

14· ·Councilmember Jim Harrity.

15· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Good

16· ·morning, Council President.

17· · · · · ·I have one privileged

18· ·resolution.· Earlier I said it was

19· ·non-privileged.· That was a

20· ·mistake.· I apologize.

21· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·It's cool.

23· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

24· ·the title of the privileged

25· ·resolution.
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·2· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

·3· ·resolution recognizing the 2024

·4· ·International Gathering of Lodges

·5· ·named St. Albans and declaring

·6· ·September 14, 2024 as "Lodges Named

·7· ·for St. Alban's Day," in

·8· ·Philadelphia.

·9· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·This resolution will be placed on

11· ·today's Final Passage Calendar.

12· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

13· ·Minority Whip Councilman O'Rourke.

14· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN O'ROURKE:· Thank

15· ·you, Council President.

16· · · · · ·I have one privileged and

17· ·two non-privileged resolutions to

18· ·introduce.

19· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·Will the Clerk please read the

21· ·titles of the privileged and

22· ·non-privileged resolutions.

23· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:  A

24· ·non-privileged resolution affirming

25· ·the City of Philadelphia's ongoing
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·2· ·commitment to the goals of the

·3· ·Paris Climate Agreement, and

·4· ·endorsing the call for a Fossil

·5· ·Fuel Non-proliferation Treaty,

·6· ·urging the federal government to

·7· ·support this initiative by entering

·8· ·into treaty discussions and

·9· ·committing the City to prioritizing

10· ·a fair and equitable clean energy

11· ·transition.

12· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·This resolution will be placed on

14· ·the Final Passage Calendar for

15· ·consideration at the next session

16· ·of Council.

17· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

18· ·non-privileged resolution calling

19· ·on the Pennsylvania State Senate to

20· ·pass House Bill 1283, Susan's and

21· ·Emily's Law, to empower

22· ·municipalities to create parking-

23· ·protected bike lanes on state-owned

24· ·roads.

25· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·This resolution will be placed on

·3· ·the Final Passage Calendar for

·4· ·consideration at our next session

·5· ·of Council.· Proceed.

·6· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·7· ·privileged resolution recognizing

·8· ·September 2024 as Hunger Action

·9· ·Month in the City of Philadelphia

10· ·and calling this observance to the

11· ·attention of our citizens.

12· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·This resolution will be placed on

14· ·today's Final Passage Calendar.

15· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

16· ·Councilmember Mike Driscoll.

17· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:· No

18· ·bills or resolutions today,

19· ·Mr. President.

20· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

22· ·O'Neill.

23· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:· Thank

24· ·you, Mr. President.

25· · · · · ·I have no bills or



Page 52
·1· ·9/12/24 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

·2· ·resolutions.

·3· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·The Chair recognizes Councilman

·5· ·Mark Squilla.

·6· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:· Thank

·7· ·you, Mr. President.

·8· · · · · ·I offer two non-privileged

·9· ·resolutions.

10· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·Thank you.

12· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

13· ·the titles of the two

14· ·non-privileged resolutions.

15· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:  A

16· ·non-privileged resolution

17· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

18· ·Bank to dispose of 1900 East Lehigh

19· ·Avenue located in the 1st

20· ·Councilmanic District in accordance

21· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

22· ·The Philadelphia Code.

23· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·This resolution will be placed on

25· ·the Final Passage Calendar for
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·2· ·consideration at the next session

·3· ·of Council.

·4· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·5· ·non-privileged resolution

·6· ·authorizing the Commissioner of

·7· ·Public Property to execute and

·8· ·deliver to the Philadelphia

·9· ·Redevelopment Authority deeds

10· ·conveying fee simple title to 2134

11· ·through 36 East Clearfield Street

12· ·in the 1st Councilmanic District of

13· ·the City of Philadelphia and

14· ·further authorizing the

15· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment

16· ·Authority to transfer to the

17· ·Philadelphia Land Bank fee simple

18· ·title to such properties pursuant

19· ·to Section 16-405 of The

20· ·Philadelphia Code.

21· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·This resolution will be placed on

23· ·the Final Passage Calendar for

24· ·consideration at our next session

25· ·of Council.
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·2· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes Deputy

·3· ·Whip Councilmember Cindy Bass.

·4· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· Thank

·5· ·you, Mr. President.

·6· · · · · ·I offer five non-privileged

·7· ·resolutions and one bill today.

·8· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·Thank you.

10· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

11· ·the titles of the bill and the

12· ·non-privileged resolutions.

13· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance

14· ·renaming and designating the

15· ·property commonly referred to as

16· ·the Waterview Recreation Center,

17· ·located at 5826 McMahon Street, as

18· ·the "Donna Reed Miller Recreation

19· ·Center" in the City of

20· ·Philadelphia.

21· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·This bill will referred to the

23· ·appropriate committee.

24· · · · · ·(Applause.)

25· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And two



Page 55
·1· ·9/12/24 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

·2· ·privileged resolutions honoring the

·3· ·life and legacy of music legend and

·4· ·Philadelphia native, Frankie

·5· ·Beverly, on the occasion of his

·6· ·passing.

·7· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·This resolution will be placed on

·9· ·today's Final Passage Calendar.

10· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

11· ·privileged resolution honoring and

12· ·recognizing Reverend Dr. Alyn E.

13· ·Waller on his 30th Pastoral

14· ·Anniversary and loyal and dedicated

15· ·service to God, his church,

16· ·humanity and the community.

17· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·This resolution will be placed on

19· ·today's Final Passage Calendar.

20· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

21· ·non-privileged resolution

22· ·authorizing the Commissioner of

23· ·Public Property to execute and

24· ·deliver to the Philadelphia

25· ·Redevelopment Authority deeds
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·2· ·conveying fee simple title to 2248

·3· ·Ruffner Street in the 8th

·4· ·Councilmanic District of the City

·5· ·of Philadelphia and further

·6· ·authorizing the Philadelphia

·7· ·Redevelopment Authority to transfer

·8· ·to the Philadelphia Land Bank fee

·9· ·simple title to such properties

10· ·pursuant to Section 16-405 of The

11· ·Philadelphia Code.

12· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·This resolution will be placed on

14· ·the Final Passage Calendar for

15· ·consideration at our next session

16· ·of Council.

17· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

18· ·non-privileged resolution

19· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

20· ·Bank to dispose of 1532 West Louden

21· ·Street located in the 8th

22· ·Councilmanic District in accordance

23· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

24· ·The Philadelphia Code.

25· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·This resolution will be placed on

·3· ·the Final Passage Calendar for

·4· ·consideration at our next session

·5· ·of Council.

·6· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·7· ·non-privileged resolution

·8· ·authorizing the Commissioner of

·9· ·Public Property to execute and

10· ·deliver to the Philadelphia

11· ·Redevelopment Authority deeds

12· ·conveying fee simple title to 5803

13· ·Knox Street in the 8th Councilmanic

14· ·District of the City of

15· ·Philadelphia and further

16· ·authorizing the Philadelphia

17· ·Redevelopment Authority to transfer

18· ·to the Philadelphia Land Bank fee

19· ·simple title to such properties

20· ·pursuant to Section 16-405 of The

21· ·Philadelphia Code.

22· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·This resolution will be placed on

24· ·the Final Passage Calendar for

25· ·consideration at our next session
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·2· ·of Council.

·3· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·4· ·non-privileged resolution

·5· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

·6· ·Bank to dispose of 423 through 27,

·7· ·429 through 39 East Ashmead Street;

·8· ·226, 260, 278, 313 East Bringhurst

·9· ·Street; 49 East Earlham Street;

10· ·4635 Germantown Avenue; 30 Good

11· ·Street; 5608, 5618, 5619, 5642,

12· ·5669 Heiskell Street; 4946 Keyser

13· ·Street; 5514, 5515, 5642 Morton

14· ·Street; 6672, 6674 Musgrave Street;

15· ·53 East Pastorius Street; 207 East

16· ·Penn Street; 248 East Phil Ellena

17· ·Street; 42, 44 Reger Street; 35

18· ·East Seymour Street; 227, 261, 263

19· ·East Sharpnack Street; 218, 326,

20· ·342, 343 Shedaker Street; 4951,

21· ·4957, 4961, 4975 Sheldon Street;

22· ·111 and 112 East Springer Street;

23· ·4925 and 5222 Wakefield Street in

24· ·the 8th Councilmanic District in

25· ·accordance with the terms of
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·2· ·Chapter 16-700 of The Philadelphia

·3· ·Code.

·4· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·This resolution will be placed on

·6· ·the Final Passage Calendar for

·7· ·consideration at the next session

·8· ·of Council.

·9· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

10· ·Councilmember Nina Ahmad.

11· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN AHMAD:· Thank

12· ·you, Council President.

13· · · · · ·I have one privileged

14· ·resolution today.

15· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·Thank you very much.

17· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

18· ·the title of the privileged

19· ·resolution.

20· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

21· ·resolution recognizing the City of

22· ·Philadelphia's Commitment to the

23· ·Voting Rights of Nursing Care

24· ·Facility Residents through the

25· ·"Platinum Voters" Initiative.
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·2· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· · ·This resolution will be placed on

·4· · ·today's Final Passage Calendar.

·5· · · · · · ·The Chair takes a moment to

·6· · ·recognize former Councilmember, the

·7· · ·Honorable Sharon Vaughn.· Thank you

·8· · ·for joining us today.

·9· · · · · · ·(Applause.)

10· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· · ·The Chair also recognizes

12· · ·Commissioner Omar Sabir.· Thank you

13· · ·for joining us today.

14· · · · · · ·(Applause.)

15· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· · ·There being no reports from

17· · ·committees today, the next order of

18· · ·business is the consideration of

19· · ·the Calendar.

20· · · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

21· · ·Majority Whip Thomas for the

22· · ·purpose of calling up bills and

23· · ·resolutions on the Second Reading

24· · ·and Final Passage Calendars.

25· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN THOMAS:· Thank
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·2· · ·you, Council President.

·3· · · · · · ·The following bills and

·4· · ·resolutions are being called up for

·5· · ·the Second Reading and Final

·6· · ·Passage Calendars today:· Bill Nos.

·7· · ·240691, 240692, 240693, 240694,

·8· · ·240695, 240696, 240708, 240711,

·9· · ·240712, 240713, 240714, 240717,

10· · ·240721, 240722, 240723, 240725,

11· · ·240728 and 240416-A.

12· · · · · · ·The following bills and

13· · ·resolutions on the Calendar are

14· · ·being held:· 240427, 240242 and

15· · ·240724.

16· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· · ·Thank you.· Before considering

18· · ·these bills and resolutions, we

19· · ·will consider public comment as

20· · ·follows:· Your public comment must

21· · ·concern matters on the Second

22· · ·Reading and Final Passage Calendars

23· · ·for a possible action at today's

24· · ·Council session.

25· · · · · · ·All speakers must sign up
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·2· ·in order to testify.· If you have

·3· ·not already signed up for today's

·4· ·session, please do so now by giving

·5· ·your name to Ms. Hasson at the

·6· ·table outside the rails to my left.

·7· ·Once you have been signed up, you

·8· ·will be called in the order in

·9· ·which your name appears on the

10· ·signup sheet.

11· · · · · ·Under ideal circumstances,

12· ·public commenters will each have

13· ·three minutes to speak.· However,

14· ·this time limit may vary from

15· ·session to session.· The time limit

16· ·today -- based upon the significant

17· ·amount of individuals testifying,

18· ·the time limit will be one minute.

19· · · · · ·In order to be fair to all

20· ·those wishing to speak, I intend to

21· ·hold faithfully to the one-minute

22· ·limit.· When you begin speaking,

23· ·you will see a green light on the

24· ·podium.· When there are 30 seconds

25· ·remaining to your time, the light
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·2· ·will turn yellow which is your

·3· ·reminder to conclude your remarks.

·4· · · · · ·Once one minute has passed,

·5· ·the light will turn red and the

·6· ·Sergeant-at-Arms will disconnect

·7· ·the microphone.· At that point,

·8· ·please yield the podium to the next

·9· ·speaker if you have not already

10· ·done so.· I also reserve the right

11· ·pursuant to our rules of Council to

12· ·limit repetitious comments on the

13· ·same matter.

14· · · · · ·I will now ask the Chief

15· ·Clerk to please read the name of

16· ·our first speaker.

17· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Commissioner

18· ·Omar Sabir.· Can Will Carter and

19· ·Kate Perez also make their way to

20· ·the podium.

21· · · · · ·(Witnesses approached

22· ·podium.)

23· · · · · ·COMMISSIONER SABIR:· Good

24· ·morning.

25· · · · · ·(Good morning.)
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·2· · · · · ·COMMISSIONER SABIR:· Thank

·3· ·you, Council, for allowing me to be

·4· ·here.· This is an illustrious

·5· ·place.· It's so nice and beautiful,

·6· ·the architecture second to none.

·7· ·Thanks for having me, Council

·8· ·President, as always, fellow Bok

·9· ·alumni.

10· · · · · ·I'm so pleased we have this

11· ·"Platinum Voters" Initiative.· It's

12· ·very critical that we reach out to

13· ·all Philadelphians because this

14· ·election is the most critical

15· ·election in the history of our

16· ·country.· We need everyone to come

17· ·out.· Vote by mail is proven to

18· ·increase the turnout in

19· ·Philadelphia.· So we'd love to have

20· ·your support.· And I'm so very

21· ·excited about this upcoming

22· ·Tuesday, November the 5th,

23· ·election.· Thank you for having me.

24· · · · · ·(Applause.)

25· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:



Page 65
·1· · 9/12/24 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

·2· ·Thank you.

·3· · · · · ·MR. CARTER:· Good morning.

·4· ·Good morning.· William Carter,

·5· ·Vice-president of Local Government

·6· ·Affairs for the Greater

·7· ·Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce.

·8· ·Thank you, Mr. President.· Thank

·9· ·you, Councilmembers, for giving me

10· ·this brief time to speak.

11· · · · · ·I'm here today in support

12· ·of Resolution 240711 introduced by

13· ·my good friend Councilman Jeffrey

14· ·Jay Young, which calls on the

15· ·Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to

16· ·secure 161 million in funding for

17· ·SEPTA.· Having only received a

18· ·fraction of the dollars needed to

19· ·close its budget deficit of $46

20· ·million, SEPTA is rapidly

21· ·approaching a fiscal cliff that

22· ·threatens the economic future of

23· ·Philadelphia.

24· · · · · ·Approximately 700,000

25· ·commuters rely on SEPTA daily,
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·2· ·including me.· I take the 17 bus

·3· ·often from Point Breeze.· My kids

·4· ·like it too and it's packed.· And

·5· ·if there are any service cuts, it's

·6· ·going to be a problem.

·7· · · · · ·SEPTA has said it will be

·8· ·forced to implement up to 20

·9· ·percent service cuts and 31 percent

10· ·fare increases if a funding

11· ·solution is not adopted by

12· ·Harrisburg.· Without reliable and

13· ·affordable transit, we risk losing

14· ·talent, jobs and investment.

15· · · · · ·Moreover, reduced transit

16· ·service and increased fares widens

17· ·economic disparities and hinders

18· ·the City's progress towards

19· ·equitable growth.· If SEPTA's

20· ·doomsday plan takes effect due to

21· ·inaction from Harrisburg, we will

22· ·see riders again begin to abandon

23· ·our transit system, accelerating an

24· ·economic downward spiral that will

25· ·lead to decreased job growth,
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·2· ·decreased property values and

·3· ·decreased tax revenues for the

·4· ·City.

·5· · · · · ·So therefore, we commend

·6· ·the City Council and Councilman

·7· ·Young for lending its voice to this

·8· ·resolution.· It will send a strong

·9· ·message to Harrisburg that must be

10· ·continued, that adequate funding

11· ·for transit is critical for the

12· ·inclusive growth of Pennsylvania's

13· ·largest employment center.

14· · · · · ·Employers stand ready to

15· ·work with the City's elected

16· ·leaders alongside organized labor

17· ·and civic groups to impress upon

18· ·state lawmakers to fund our transit

19· ·system now or risk paying a steeper

20· ·price in lost economic

21· ·opportunities for years to come.  I

22· ·thank you for your time and

23· ·consideration.

24· · · · · ·(Applause.)

25· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·Kate Perez.· May Janee Taft, Kenya

·3· ·Drenks and Weymouth Cargill also

·4· ·make their way to the podium.

·5· · · · · ·MS. PEREZ:· Good morning.

·6· ·Tuesday's bombing on a humanitarian

·7· ·safe zone left an 8 foot crater

·8· ·where families once slept and their

·9· ·bodies were vaporized.· Ordinance

10· ·240416-A would allow the City to

11· ·incur about $300 million in new

12· ·debt to finance City functions.

13· · · · · ·By this metric, our

14· ·government could have fully funded

15· ·our needs 10 times over instead of

16· ·providing a foreign military with

17· ·$3.5 billion to buy more U.S.

18· ·weapons, of which we've already

19· ·delivered 50,000 tons.· When our

20· ·state buys war bonds from one of

21· ·the richest militaries in the

22· ·world, that means they saw the

23· ·massacres, they want to help them

24· ·commit more and then they hope we

25· ·make a profit back.
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·2· · · · · ·The significant amount of

·3· ·individual -- as more countries and

·4· ·cities like Portland break ties

·5· ·that normalize the illegal

·6· ·occupation of Palestine, the

·7· ·Israeli shekel continues to lose

·8· ·its value.· Genocide is a bad

·9· ·investment and we have to pressure

10· ·Josh Shapiro and Stacy Garrity to

11· ·get rid of these bonds immediately.

12· · · · · ·This ordinance says

13· ·proposed bond sales shouldn't

14· ·exceed about 53 mil for Parks & Rec

15· ·or 28 mil for economic and

16· ·community development.· Our state

17· ·could have chosen to completely

18· ·cover these asks instead of

19· ·incurring new debts.· Missiles

20· ·being used in well-documented war

21· ·crimes against humanity are being

22· ·built by three different

23· ·manufacturers in our city right

24· ·now.· What are you going to do

25· ·about it?
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·2· · · · · ·(Applause.)

·3· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Janee Taft,

·4· ·Kenya Drenks and Weymouth Cargill.

·5· · · · · ·(Witnesses approached

·6· ·podium.)

·7· · · · · ·MS. TAFT:· Good morning,

·8· ·everyone.· My name is Janee Taft.

·9· ·I'm happy to see you all here

10· ·today.· I'm here today standing in

11· ·strong support of the renaming of

12· ·the intersection of Stenton Avenue

13· ·and Washington Lane for the legacy

14· ·of Isabella Fitzgerald as an

15· ·exemplary leader and public servant

16· ·in Philadelphia.

17· · · · · ·The renaming would not only

18· ·commemorate her enduring

19· ·contributions to our city, but also

20· ·serve as a beacon of inspiration

21· ·for future generations.· Isabella

22· ·Fitzgerald dedicated her life to

23· ·serving her community and improving

24· ·the lives of Philadelphians.

25· · · · · ·As a State Representative,
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·2· ·she worked tirelessly to address

·3· ·issues like public education,

·4· ·health care access and social

·5· ·justice.· As a Ward leader, her

·6· ·ongoing advocacy for marginalized

·7· ·communities, particularly in the

·8· ·Northwest section of Philadelphia

·9· ·is a reflection of her deep

10· ·commitment to equity and fairness.

11· · · · · ·Beyond her political work,

12· ·Isabella Fitzgerald was a role

13· ·model, is a role model of

14· ·perseverance, kindness and

15· ·integrity.· She understands the

16· ·challenges faced by her

17· ·constituents and makes it her

18· ·mission to address them through

19· ·policy outreach and personal

20· ·engagement.

21· · · · · ·The renaming would

22· ·symbolize not only her individual

23· ·achievement but also the values of

24· ·community service, justice and

25· ·compassion that she stands for.· It
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·2· ·will remind everyone passing

·3· ·through the intersection of the

·4· ·importance of selfless dedication

·5· ·to the public good.

·6· · · · · ·I urge you to support the

·7· ·renaming of this intersection in

·8· ·honor of Isabella Fitzgerald.· By

·9· ·doing so, we will celebrate her

10· ·remarkable life, preserve her

11· ·legacy and inspire future

12· ·generations to carry forward her

13· ·mission.· Thank you for your

14· ·consideration.

15· · · · · ·(Applause.)

16· · · · · ·MR. CARGILL:· Hello.· May

17· ·God continue to bless you and

18· ·yours.· My name is Weymouth

19· ·Cargill.· I'm the first Vice-chair

20· ·of the 10th Ward and I'm here to

21· ·tell you about my fearless leader,

22· ·Isabella Fitzgerald.· She's a

23· ·mother, grandmother, spiritually

24· ·grounded.· She wears the vest of

25· ·concerns of our community which she
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·2· ·never takes off.

·3· · · · · ·She's forever battling for

·4· ·resources and programs.· She's --

·5· ·excuse me, she is West Oak Lane.

·6· ·She serves her community with pride

·7· ·and character.· She did as a Block

·8· ·captain, Community committee

·9· ·person, Ward leader and our State

10· ·Representative.· Her lantern is

11· ·always shining.· We will be proud

12· ·to walk down a street, avenue or

13· ·boulevard bearing her name.· She is

14· ·deserving of such an honor.· Thank

15· ·you so much.

16· · · · · ·(Applause.)

17· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Kimberly

18· ·West, Tia Dreher, Alex Pezanowski

19· ·and Loree Jones Brown make their

20· ·way to the podium.· Kimberly West,

21· ·Tia Dreher, Alex Pezanowski and

22· ·Loree Jones Brown.

23· · · · · ·(Witnesses approached

24· ·podium.)

25· · · · · ·MS. WEST BROWN:· Good
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·2· ·morning.· My name is Kimberly West

·3· ·Brown.· Good morning, Council

·4· ·President, Councilmembers, my West

·5· ·Oak Lane neighbors and fellow

·6· ·citizens of Philadelphia.· Thank

·7· ·you for the opportunity to speak

·8· ·today.

·9· · · · · ·My name is Kimberly West

10· ·Brown.· I am currently the 1st Ward

11· ·Chair and committee person of the

12· ·mighty 10th Democratic Ward.· I am

13· ·here today to advocate for the

14· ·renaming and dedication of a street

15· ·to honor former State

16· ·Representative and dynamic 10th

17· ·Democratic Ward Leader Isabella

18· ·Fitzgerald.

19· · · · · ·I have known Ms. Izzy, as

20· ·she is affectionately called, for

21· ·many years.· Ms. Izzy has dedicated

22· ·her time, resources and life to

23· ·West Oak Lane.· I first met

24· ·Ms. Izzy when I decided to

25· ·volunteer to work for the 10th Ward
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·2· ·election headquarters on Election

·3· ·Day almost 15 years ago.

·4· · · · · ·After completing my long

·5· ·day of work, I really was concerned

·6· ·about my Division's voter turnout.

·7· ·I addressed my concern with

·8· ·Ms. Izzy and immediately she said,

·9· ·I would love for you to become a

10· ·committee person.· Since that day,

11· ·I have looked up to her as a leader

12· ·role model, advisor, mentor and

13· ·friend.

14· · · · · ·I have watched her work

15· ·tirelessly to make West Oak Lane a

16· ·better place to live.· She has done

17· ·this in the capacity of her

18· ·employment at both the federal and

19· ·state levels, her work and impact

20· ·as a former State Representative

21· ·and as our fearless Ward leader,

22· ·all while being a dedicated mother,

23· ·grandmother, daughter, sister and

24· ·friend to so many.

25· · · · · ·She is a pillar of the
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·2· ·community and West Oak Lane is so

·3· ·lucky to have her.· I cannot wait

·4· ·for the day when we get to

·5· ·celebrate her, her accomplishments

·6· ·and dedicate the street to her

·7· ·where she will leave her imprint

·8· ·forever.· Thank you for your time

·9· ·and consideration.

10· · · · · ·(Applause.)

11· · · · · ·MS. DREHER:· Ladies and

12· ·gentlemen, my name is Tia Dreher.

13· ·I'm a lifelong resident of West Oak

14· ·Lane a committee person for the

15· ·10th Ward 9th Division and Second

16· ·Vice-chair.· I am honored to speak

17· ·today about an extraordinary

18· ·individual who has dedicated her

19· ·life to serving our community,

20· ·Isabella Fitzgerald affectionally

21· ·known as Izzy.

22· · · · · ·Over the years, she has

23· ·been a beacon of hope, a tireless

24· ·advocate for positive change and a

25· ·source of inspiration for us all.
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·2· ·Izzy has an incredible ability to

·3· ·listen, bringing people together to

·4· ·forge solutions that truly reflect

·5· ·our community's needs.

·6· · · · · ·She embodies the spirit of

·7· ·compassion and resilience always

·8· ·going the extra mile to ensure

·9· ·everyone has a voice and a seat at

10· ·the table in many instances.

11· ·Whether it's organizing impactful

12· ·events, advocating for crucial

13· ·policies or simply lending an ear

14· ·to someone in need, her influence

15· ·is felt in every corner of our

16· ·town.· So today let's not just

17· ·celebrate her accomplishments, but

18· ·let's rename a street in her honor.

19· ·Thank you.

20· · · · · ·(Applause.)

21· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Alex

22· ·Pezanowski, Loree Jones Brown.

23· ·Next may Sharon Vaughn, Stan

24· ·Williams and Linda Barnes make

25· ·their way to the podium.
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·2· · · · · ·(Witnesses approached

·3· ·podium.)

·4· · · · · ·MR. PEZANOWSKI:· Hey,

·5· ·everybody.· My name is Alex

·6· ·Pezanowski.· I'm speaking on behalf

·7· ·of myself because I'm deemed as a

·8· ·targeted individual by whatever

·9· ·community and I'm being harassed,

10· ·watched, followed everywhere I go.

11· · · · · ·I'm not schizophrenic.· I'm

12· ·not crazy.· This is really

13· ·happening.· And I'm not receiving

14· ·help by our local government and

15· ·our federal government --

16· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·Excuse me, sir.· Are you speaking

18· ·on the bill regarding 240717,

19· ·Councilmember Brooks' bodily

20· ·autonomy?

21· · · · · ·MR. PEZANOWSKI:· In a way

22· ·because I feel as though I respect

23· ·their rights and they want their

24· ·rights for that, but I also feel as

25· ·though I should have my own
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·2· ·right -- like I have rights too and

·3· ·they're all being violated because

·4· ·I don't have a -- I don't know

·5· ·exactly what's going on with me in

·6· ·that realm of what I'm talking

·7· ·about.

·8· · · · · ·My Fourth Amendment right

·9· ·is violated.· A bunch of my rights

10· ·have been violated and I feel as

11· ·though I deserve some justice or

12· ·some type of knowing of what I'm

13· ·going on and some redress in the

14· ·problems I'm having with the

15· ·community of Philadelphia targeting

16· ·me and harassing me and various

17· ·other things.

18· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·All right.· Thank you.· I have a

20· ·staff member you can speak to.

21· · · · · ·(Applause.)

22· · · · · ·MS. JONES BROWN:· Good

23· ·morning.· Loree Jones Brown.· Good

24· ·morning, Councilmembers.· And thank

25· ·you, Councilmember O'Rourke, for
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·2· ·wearing orange today for Hunger

·3· ·Action Month and for the

·4· ·proclamation designating September

·5· ·as Hunger Action Month in

·6· ·Philadelphia.

·7· · · · · ·I'm with Philabundance, a

·8· ·hunger relief organization serving

·9· ·the Greater Philadelphia area.

10· ·This past year we distributed more

11· ·than 20 million meals in

12· ·Philadelphia alone.

13· · · · · ·(Applause.)

14· · · · · ·MS. JONES BROWN:· That

15· ·doesn't count against my time,

16· ·right?· No, I appreciate that.

17· ·Each September Hunger Action Month

18· ·is recognized around the country as

19· ·a time to raise awareness and take

20· ·action in the movement to end

21· ·hunger.· It's a time to encourage

22· ·everyone to play a part as every

23· ·action, big or small, is one step

24· ·closer to a nation where no one is

25· ·hungry, actions like actions taken
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·2· ·by members of Council,

·3· ·Councilmembers Jones, Young,

·4· ·Lozada, Squilla Ahmad and Landau

·5· ·who joined us earlier this week to

·6· ·volunteer.· And this September it

·7· ·is critically important as we stand

·8· ·together with this common goal.

·9· · · · · ·The reality is that in

10· ·Philadelphia alone 1 in 7

11· ·Philadelphians, including get this,

12· ·1 in 3 children are food insecure.

13· ·So every day parents make those

14· ·impossible choices forced between

15· ·paying utility bills or buying

16· ·their food.

17· · · · · ·Seniors skip meals in order

18· ·to afford their medication.· These

19· ·aren't just statistics, folks.

20· ·These are our neighbors, our

21· ·friends and our family.· So you

22· ·remember those long lines of people

23· ·seeking food assistance during the

24· ·pandemic?· No one could ignore that

25· ·issue.
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·2· · · · · ·What if I told you that

·3· ·food insecurity is higher now than

·4· ·it was then.· So that is why we

·5· ·know that hunger has no place in

·6· ·Philadelphia.· And this September

·7· ·let us shine the light on the much

·8· ·needed -- on this issue.· Let us

·9· ·raise awareness and let us act

10· ·providing funding as well as food

11· ·and donations for folks.

12· · · · · ·Hunger is unacceptable.

13· ·And again, Councilmember

14· ·(inaudible).· Of course we're right

15· ·in your District, Council

16· ·President.· We're so grateful to

17· ·have this body's support as we

18· ·honor and act during Hunger Action

19· ·Month.· Thank you.

20· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·Thank you.

22· · · · · ·(Applause.)

23· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· We have

24· ·Sharon Vaughn, Stan Williams and

25· ·Linda Barnes coming up as a group.
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·2· ·May Chris Gail, Fred Dough --

·3· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:

·4· ·Everybody knows your name and

·5· ·they're always glad you came.· All

·6· ·right.· So seriously, good morning,

·7· ·everyone --

·8· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·Good morning.

10· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:· --

11· ·esteemed members of Council, my

12· ·dear friend Council President.  I

13· ·am here to speak on Resolution

14· ·240723.· It's a resolution renaming

15· ·the 3700 block of Blaybon Street to

16· ·"Lou and Choo's Way" to honor Louis

17· ·Crump, come up here, Lou --

18· · · · · ·(Applause.)

19· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:· --

20· ·and Charles Franklin.· This is the

21· ·original owner of Lou and Choo.

22· ·The other one has left us.· But I

23· ·say that we need to do something

24· ·like this because, listen, talk

25· ·about having a good time in North
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·2· ·Philadelphia, talk about bopping

·3· ·'til your heart is about to jump

·4· ·out your chest, talk about walking

·5· ·into the door and everybody is like

·6· ·hey.· You know, this is the kind of

·7· ·place that we miss in our city

·8· ·where you feel comfortable.· You

·9· ·can let your hair down.

10· · · · · ·We have supported each

11· ·other for generations, through

12· ·children and deaths and things like

13· ·that.· We're like family at Lou and

14· ·Choo.· And, listen, if you know me,

15· ·you know I bent my elbow many a

16· ·night in there and I'm proud of

17· ·that.· It is where I could go and

18· ·enjoy myself where everyone knew me

19· ·and they support me even today.

20· ·And I'm very, very happy to be a

21· ·part of this.

22· · · · · ·Thank you very much,

23· ·Councilwoman Bass, for making this

24· ·happen for me.· Yes, I did worry

25· ·the heck out of you to make it
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·2· ·happen.· And I will be there with

·3· ·bells on to make sure that we are

·4· ·represented on that day.· Thank you

·5· ·all very much.

·6· · · · · ·(Applause.)

·7· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·Thank you.

·9· · · · · ·MS. WILLIAMS BROWN:· Good

10· ·morning, Council, Councilman

11· ·Johnson, Councilmembers, staff and

12· ·guests.· My name is Linda

13· ·Williams --

14· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·One second, ma'am.· Excuse me one

16· ·second.· Council will be at ease.

17· · · · · ·(Council at ease.)

18· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·As y'all depart, can you just keep

20· ·it down just a little bit so we can

21· ·continue the business of Council.

22· ·Thank you very much, fellas.

23· · · · · ·Proceed, ma'am.

24· · · · · ·MS. WILLIAMS BROWN:· I'm

25· ·going to get my seconds back,
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·2· ·right?· Okay.· I am here to talk

·3· ·about the two men Louis Crump and

·4· ·Charles P. Franklin that had this

·5· ·idea to open the Lou and Choo

·6· ·Lounge with the iconic ballroom

·7· ·dancer marquee.

·8· · · · · ·At that time I'm sure they

·9· ·didn't realize that it was going to

10· ·be more than a bar but more than an

11· ·iconic business and building in the

12· ·City of Philadelphia remembered and

13· ·recognized by people all over the

14· ·country.· I have been a community

15· ·advocate all my life, as in all my

16· ·adult life.· I have been in this

17· ·community since 1972.· I've worked,

18· ·lived and socialized.· So I will

19· ·focus the support I've received

20· ·from the owners Lou and Choo.

21· · · · · ·During the past 30 years,

22· ·I've organized events from annual

23· ·Christmas parties, children toys,

24· ·gloves, hats for daycares and

25· ·collections of personal items for
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·2· ·women in halfway houses, to name a

·3· ·few every.· One of these events,

·4· ·these gentlemen have given me

·5· ·monetary donations, use of their

·6· ·facilities or both.· There has

·7· ·never been any hesitation to

·8· ·support community engagement

·9· ·activities.

10· · · · · ·Additionally, as part of

11· ·the community engagement they have

12· ·been events to promote political

13· ·awareness, civic responsibility and

14· ·supporting youth groups.· I am not

15· ·certain that if at the point that

16· ·they realized that they just wasn't

17· ·building a business, they were

18· ·building a village.· A village that

19· ·where a long time friendships have

20· ·been developed, celebrates births

21· ·of children and grandchildren,

22· ·mourns deaths of children, family

23· ·and friends, marriages happen,

24· ·divorces happen, celebrates

25· ·birthdays and supports when
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·2· ·personal tragedies.· Because of

·3· ·Louis Crump and Charles Franklin

·4· ·value in community and economic

·5· ·support, we commit to rename -- I'm

·6· ·getting tapped on my shoulder.

·7· ·Thank you.

·8· · · · · ·(Applause.)

·9· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·Thank you.

11· · · · · ·MR. WILLIAMS:· Good

12· ·afternoon.· Good day.· My name is

13· ·Stanley Williams and I'd like to

14· ·take this opportunity to thank City

15· ·Council for allowing us this

16· ·opportunity to speak on behalf of

17· ·Lou and Choo.· Above all else,

18· ·everyone knows that it was a good

19· ·time to be had at Lou and Choo's

20· ·Lounge, but I think they're grossly

21· ·underrated when it comes to their

22· ·community involvement.

23· · · · · ·There is not an event of

24· ·positiveness, if you needed some

25· ·place to go, you could always pick
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·2· ·up the phone, call one of these

·3· ·gentlemen and they would open their

·4· ·doors to you, to your family and to

·5· ·the community.· They have been a

·6· ·beacon in the Germantown, Nicetown,

·7· ·Hunting Park Avenue area for more

·8· ·than 40 years.

·9· · · · · ·They are what Philadelphia

10· ·is all about, true

11· ·entrepreneurship, community

12· ·engagement and more importantly,

13· ·caring individuals.· I want to

14· ·thank you all for this opportunity.

15· ·I look forward to seeing you at our

16· ·celebration to honor them on their

17· ·street naming and please have a

18· ·great day.· Thank you.

19· · · · · ·(Applause.)

20· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·Thank you.

22· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:· Pull

23· ·out your chucks and your pearls

24· ·because we can.

25· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· We have Chris
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·2· ·Gale, Fred Dougherty, Terry Pebbles

·3· ·and Paul Birdsong, please make your

·4· ·way to the podium.· Chris Gale,

·5· ·Fred Dougherty, Terry Pebbles, then

·6· ·Paul Birdsong.· Thank you.

·7· · · · · ·(Witnesses approached

·8· ·podium.)

·9· · · · · ·MR. GALE:· Good morning,

10· ·Council President, Councilmembers.

11· ·Thank you for having me.· I'm Chris

12· ·Gale, the Executive Director of the

13· ·Bicycle Coalition.· I was here

14· ·recently, but today I'm here to

15· ·speak in support of Councilmember

16· ·Young's Resolution 240712 calling

17· ·on Philadelphia colleges and

18· ·universities to enroll in SEPTA Key

19· ·Advantage UPass.· I'm also here to

20· ·support Resolution 240711

21· ·introduced again by Councilmember

22· ·Young calling on the Commonwealth

23· ·of Pennsylvania to increase funding

24· ·on SEPTA by at least 161 million

25· ·per year to avoid catastrophic
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·2· ·service cuts and fare increases and

·3· ·triggering a death spiral of

·4· ·ridership.

·5· · · · · ·And I'd like to acknowledge

·6· ·and support Councilmember Landau's

·7· ·resolution introduced today calling

·8· ·on the School District of

·9· ·Philadelphia to expand SEPTA

10· ·student fare pass.· Here's the

11· ·bottom line:· Pa needs to fund

12· ·SEPTA appropriately.· Our

13· ·educational institutions need to

14· ·encourage ridership so that

15· ·everybody can travel our city and

16· ·region safely in the manner that

17· ·they choose.· Thank you.

18· · · · · ·(Applause.)

19· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Fred

20· ·Dougherty, Terry Pebbles, Paul

21· ·Birdsong, Raul Romero and Blanche

22· ·Brown make their way to the podium.

23· · · · · ·MR. BIRDSONG:· My name is

24· ·Paul Birdsong.· I'm pretty sure

25· ·everybody here knows who I am and
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·2· ·where I'm from.· Squilla, I support

·3· ·240723, improving that area, the

·4· ·whole Frankford, Kensington area.

·5· ·I have a question though, not just

·6· ·for you but for everybody.

·7· · · · · ·In a city where per Mayor

·8· ·Cherelle Parker's words are 95

·9· ·percent less killings on Roosevelt

10· ·Boulevard due to the cameras, right

11· ·giving people tickets, right.· But

12· ·63 percent of the homicides go

13· ·unsolved, right.· What is it 22 or

14· ·24 percent get solved.· So it's

15· ·more dangerous to speed in

16· ·Philadelphia legally than it is to

17· ·murder a child, and we're going to

18· ·make the area safer.

19· · · · · ·Do you know that per the

20· ·statistics it's more dangerous for

21· ·a criminal to speed than it is to

22· ·shoot a child in broad daylight and

23· ·kill them.· You're more likely to

24· ·get caught for speeding in

25· ·Philadelphia than murdering someone
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·2· ·with a gun, and we're going to

·3· ·improve the City.· That's

·4· ·questionable to me --

·5· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·Real quick, Mr. Birdsong --

·7· · · · · ·MR. BIRDSONG:· Yeah.

·8· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·-- and I agree with what you're

10· ·saying.· But the matter before you

11· ·240723 is a renaming of Blaybon

12· ·Street, Lou and Choo's so.

13· · · · · ·MR. BIRDSONG:· Oh, I might

14· ·have had the number wrong.· Maybe

15· ·it's 240722.· Yeah, I might have

16· ·had the number wrong.· But I'm

17· ·looking at it right here, the

18· ·resolution continuing the Fishtown

19· ·Kensington Area Business

20· ·Improvement District.

21· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·Yes, sir.

23· · · · · ·MR. BIRDSONG:· And then it

24· ·names Frankford Avenue, Delaware

25· ·Avenue, Lehigh Avenue, North --
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·2· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·Go ahead and proceed.· Just make

·4· ·sure the topic is to that.

·5· · · · · ·MR. BIRDSONG:· Where all of

·6· ·the shootings and stuff is

·7· ·happening, where all these -- you

·8· ·remember, I stood right here and

·9· ·warned you that if you did that

10· ·open air drug market push where

11· ·normally you walk through

12· ·Kensington and the only thing you

13· ·got to worry about is seeing

14· ·somebody shooting up or something

15· ·nasty.· Now, bullets are flying

16· ·everywhere.· I warned you.

17· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·You got a minute, bruh.

19· · · · · ·MR. BIRDSONG:· Well, you

20· ·keep interrupting my minute,

21· ·right --

22· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·And I'm going to wrap it up.· I'm

24· ·not going to --

25· · · · · ·MR. BIRDSONG:· Stop



Page 95
·1· · 9/12/24 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

·2· ·interrupting me.

·3· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·-- go back and forth.· Go ahead and

·5· ·cut him.

·6· · · · · ·MR. BIRDSONG:· (Inaudible).

·7· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·You can see me after and we can

·9· ·talk personally.

10· · · · · ·(Applause.)

11· · · · · ·MR. BIRDSONG:· (Inaudible).

12· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·Mr. Birdsong, I'm going to ask you

14· ·to go ahead and keep it moving,

15· ·bruh --

16· · · · · ·MR. BIRDSONG:· (Inaudible).

17· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·I'm around.· Thank you, sir.

19· · · · · ·Next please.

20· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Raul Romero,

21· ·Blanche Brown.· Can Jamal Johnson

22· ·and Lynn Landes also make your way

23· ·to the podium please.

24· · · · · ·(Witnesses approached

25· ·podium.)
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·2· · · · · ·MS. BROWN:· Hi.· Thank you.

·3· ·My name is Blanche Brown.· I'm

·4· ·speaking on Councilmember Lozada's

·5· ·resolution honoring Raul Romero.

·6· ·I'm the Executive Director of Vox

·7· ·Populi, an artist-run gallery and

·8· ·performance venue that has been in

·9· ·operation for almost 40 years, 20

10· ·of which we've had the pleasure of

11· ·calling North Chinatown home, which

12· ·is why we stand so firmly against

13· ·the proposed 76ers Arena and which

14· ·is why I'm wearing this shirt

15· ·today.

16· · · · · ·Today I also have the true

17· ·delight of talking about my dear

18· ·friend Raul, who has been a

19· ·collective member at Vox since 2019

20· ·but has been active with the

21· ·organization and the broader

22· ·Philadelphia arts community for

23· ·decades.· Not only is Raul an

24· ·incredible artist himself,

25· ·investigating the materialities of
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·2· ·sound, the past, present, future of

·3· ·cultural technologies and the

·4· ·present and the complexity of the

·5· ·Puerto Rican diasporic identity, he

·6· ·is also a community leader who is

·7· ·always thinking about how to extend

·8· ·opportunities outward.· Wow -- you

·9· ·really run out of time quickly.

10· ·Was that it?· I have like a whole

11· ·rest of this little paragraph.

12· ·Anyway, thank you for honoring

13· ·Raul.· He's wonderful.· Thank you.

14· · · · · ·(Applause.)

15· · · · · ·MR. ROMERO:· Good morning.

16· ·My name is Raul Romero.· Thank you

17· ·for having me.· Thank you,

18· ·Councilmember Lozada, for this

19· ·honor and recognition for my

20· ·contributions for the arts and

21· ·education.· I look forward to

22· ·continuing to serve our city and

23· ·sharing the great gifts that our

24· ·creator has provided through art

25· ·and education.



Page 98
·1· · 9/12/24 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

·2· · · · · ·Specifically I've really

·3· ·enjoyed working with Taller

·4· ·Puertorriqueño over the past few

·5· ·years and celebrating our Puerto

·6· ·Rican diaspora and the sounds of

·7· ·the (inaudible) and sharing all of

·8· ·the wonderful things that our

·9· ·heritage has to offer.

10· · · · · ·And I'm grateful to call

11· ·Philadelphia home and I'm thankful

12· ·for the community here that has

13· ·allowed me and supported me

14· ·throughout my artistic career.

15· ·Thank you.

16· · · · · ·(Applause.)

17· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Jamal

18· ·Johnson, Lynn Landes and then

19· ·Jeremy Blatstein.

20· · · · · ·(Witnesses approached

21· ·podium.)

22· · · · · ·MR. JOHNSON:· Good morning.

23· ·My name is Jamal Johnson.· I'm

24· ·supporting the resolution by

25· ·Councilmember Young to explore the
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·2· ·funding of pilot program for

·3· ·doorbell cameras to enhance public

·4· ·safety.· Along that lines, I'm

·5· ·currently a participant in the

·6· ·Operation to Hug the Block, which

·7· ·patrols our city streets at night

·8· ·from 7:00 to 11:00 p.m. in the

·9· ·hopes of deterring gun violence and

10· ·crime.

11· · · · · ·I'm hoping that the Mayor

12· ·and City Council bring the issue of

13· ·gun violence back to the forefront

14· ·and make us aware of the status and

15· ·efforts to combat it.· As I see the

16· ·efforts towards Kensington,

17· ·Chinatown, bike lanes, et cetera, I

18· ·wonder why has gun violence become

19· ·a mediocre concern.· We have had no

20· ·town hall's legislation or public

21· ·announcements about it for quite

22· ·some time now.

23· · · · · ·In light of the 188

24· ·homicides and 786 people that have

25· ·been shot, I believe it is
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·2· ·disgraceful that it is not being

·3· ·given more attention and

·4· ·prominence.· Please make it so.

·5· ·Thank you.

·6· · · · · ·(Applause.)

·7· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Lynn Landes,

·8· ·Jeremy Blatstein and then Evelyn

·9· ·Nunez.

10· · · · · ·MS. LANDES:· Good morning.

11· ·My name is Lynn Landes of

12· ·Healthalertphilly.org.· I'm

13· ·speaking on Resolution 240710

14· ·supporting bodily autonomy and

15· ·reproductive rights.· Few rights

16· ·are absolute, including bodily

17· ·autonomy.· Allowances must be made

18· ·for what we do to our own bodies

19· ·and how that affects others, and

20· ·conversely how what others do to us

21· ·affect our rights to bodily

22· ·autonomy.

23· · · · · ·In the case of abortion,

24· ·the major issue is the rights of

25· ·the mother versus the rights of the
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·2· ·unborn, but there are other

·3· ·important issues.· What about

·4· ·bodily autonomy when it comes to

·5· ·freedom from medical mandates?

·6· ·Just a few years ago, City Council

·7· ·supported the controversial COVID

·8· ·vaccine mandates, which included

·9· ·the firing of City employees who

10· ·did not comply.

11· · · · · ·Today the Philadelphia

12· ·Health Department continues to

13· ·promote problematic vaccines as the

14· ·School District leads students and

15· ·parents alike to believe they must

16· ·get vaccines when Pennsylvania

17· ·state law clearly requires that

18· ·exemptions be given if asked for,

19· ·no excuse necessary.

20· · · · · ·My point is this:· City

21· ·Council should be just as sensitive

22· ·to bodily autonomy issues when it

23· ·comes to medical mandates and

24· ·promotions as they are for

25· ·reproductive rights.· Thank you.
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·2· · · · · ·DR. NUNEZ:· Good morning.

·3· ·My name is Dr. Evelyn Nunez.· I'm

·4· ·the proud CEO and Superintendent of

·5· ·Esperanza Community Academy.  I

·6· ·want to thank Councilwoman Quetcy

·7· ·Lozada and Council for today's

·8· ·recognition.· Your support

·9· ·amplifies the importance of

10· ·education in our city and the

11· ·responsibility that we all share to

12· ·lift the students in our

13· ·communities.

14· · · · · ·As we look forward to the

15· ·future of our city, I would like to

16· ·offer a few recommendations for

17· ·Council to consider as you continue

18· ·to lead with vision and integrity:

19· ·First, prioritize equitable funding

20· ·for schools.· Schools that serve

21· ·low-income minority and immigrant

22· ·communities need access to greater

23· ·resources.

24· · · · · ·Second, invest in mental

25· ·health support for students and
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·2· ·educators.· The social and

·3· ·emotional well-being of our

·4· ·students and our educators is

·5· ·critical, especially in light of

·6· ·the challenges brought by the

·7· ·pandemic.· Increasing access to

·8· ·mental health services within

·9· ·schools will not only improve

10· ·student outcomes but also foster

11· ·healthier school environments.

12· · · · · ·Third, expand career and

13· ·technical education opportunities.

14· ·Not all students will follow the

15· ·same path, and access to CTE

16· ·programs will provide young people

17· ·with the skills they need for high

18· ·demands, well-paying careers and,

19· ·in fact, will increase

20· ·opportunities in our community.

21· · · · · ·Engage with the community

22· ·and encourage collaboration.

23· ·Strong effective partnerships

24· ·between schools, families and

25· ·community organizations are vital
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·2· ·for improving educational outcomes

·3· ·for students.· And last but not

·4· ·least, I ask that you champion

·5· ·school safety without sacrificing

·6· ·equity.· While ensuring the safety

·7· ·of students and staff is top

·8· ·priority, it is important that

·9· ·measures taken do not

10· ·disproportionately impact students

11· ·of color.

12· · · · · ·I urge you to support

13· ·policies that address the root

14· ·causes of conflict and promote

15· ·restorative justice and practices

16· ·in schools.· In closing, I want to

17· ·thank you again for this

18· ·recognition and for your continued

19· ·commitment to improving education

20· ·in our beloved city.· Thank you.

21· · · · · ·(Applause.)

22· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·Thank you.

24· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Ogbonna

25· ·Hagins, Wanda Walker, Zachary Scott
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·2· ·also make their way to the podium.

·3· · · · · ·(Witnesses approached

·4· ·podium.)

·5· · · · · ·MR. BLATSTEIN:· Hello, City

·6· ·Council.· Good job, Council

·7· ·President Johnson.· 10 o'clock on

·8· ·the dot.· My name is Jeremy

·9· ·Blatstein.· Today there are 66 lots

10· ·that Councilwoman Gauthier is

11· ·moving from the Philadelphia Land

12· ·Bank.· 66 lots that are going to be

13· ·built on through the Turn The Key

14· ·program.· Can we just give a round

15· ·of applause for that, 66.· There

16· ·you go, Councilwoman.

17· · · · · ·(Applause.)

18· · · · · ·MR. BLATSTEIN:· That is

19· ·what the City of Philadelphia

20· ·needs.· We need to move lots from

21· ·the Land Bank in order to build

22· ·affordable housing, all types of

23· ·housing.· And the Turn The Key

24· ·program is doing its job so kudos

25· ·to that.
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·2· · · · · ·The next thing I want to

·3· ·speak on, and I just want a show of

·4· ·hands, who rode SEPTA to City Hall

·5· ·this morning?· Okay.· Good job.

·6· ·Okay.· Who rode SEPTA in the last

·7· ·month?· SEPTA is not funded

·8· ·properly.· I challenge each and

·9· ·every one of you on City Council to

10· ·ride SEPTA to City Hall every

11· ·Thursday until the end of the year

12· ·so that you can see the quality of

13· ·life issues along with the issues

14· ·that are faced with the system,

15· ·right.· If you want to say SEPTA

16· ·important, let's ride the ride.

17· · · · · ·So the last thing I'll say,

18· ·the last time I was up here I was

19· ·disrespected.· I was hissed at, I

20· ·was booed.· And I just want to say

21· ·it's very important as we move

22· ·forward for the rest of the year

23· ·that we show respect.· Last night

24· ·at Council -- I mean at Mayor

25· ·Parker's town hall I thought it was
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·2· ·run so phenomenally because there

·3· ·was respect.· Everyone was able to

·4· ·say what they wanted to say.

·5· · · · · ·But last time I was up

·6· ·here, I got hissed at, I got booed.

·7· ·And as I walked off this podium, I

·8· ·got told to burn in hell.· And it

·9· ·is really disheartening that we

10· ·can't have these conversations in

11· ·this room if we're not going to

12· ·hear both sides.· So I just want to

13· ·make that clear as we move forward

14· ·because there are some topics that

15· ·people don't agree on, but that

16· ·doesn't mean that you should be

17· ·disrespectful.· But thank you for

18· ·my time and have a good one.

19· · · · · ·(Applause.)

20· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·Thank you, Jeremy. Just for the

22· ·record, I also want to note,

23· ·Jeremy, that those 66 lots,

24· ·majority of them are going to a

25· ·cohort of Black developers in the
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·2· ·City of Philadelphia to focus on

·3· ·equity.

·4· · · · · ·(Applause.)

·5· · · · · ·MS. WALKER:· Good morning,

·6· ·beautiful people.· My name is Wanda

·7· ·Walker --

·8· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·Morning.

10· · · · · ·MS. WALKER:· -- and I am

11· ·here again and I will be here for

12· ·the next few Thursdays.· The bill

13· ·that I picked was in reference to

14· ·the bonds because I want to know

15· ·more about this because why are --

16· ·it doesn't state who are going to

17· ·be the people that will make the

18· ·decisions on selling these bonds.

19· ·And as I said last week, there are

20· ·other ways to get revenues from

21· ·Philadelphia.

22· · · · · ·I keep saying that there's

23· ·23,000 buildings that are tax

24· ·exempt.· We have churches,

25· ·hospitals, universities that don't
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·2· ·pay taxes.· There are other ways to

·3· ·get taxes other than selling bonds.

·4· ·My concern will always be when I

·5· ·come here is generational wealth

·6· ·and how it's being shifted and

·7· ·stolen and snatched from the people

·8· ·of Philadelphia.

·9· · · · · ·We are almost 50 percent of

10· ·the population.· Now, we've dropped

11· ·down to 32 percent.· Another survey

12· ·said 38 percent.· This is a problem

13· ·because they are moving us out by

14· ·using utility bills like water, gas

15· ·and electric, taxes.· And it's

16· ·called displacement.· Displacement

17· ·using other ways and means, almost

18· ·like 1940 all over again.· So

19· ·that's what I want to talk about.

20· · · · · ·I would like to meet with

21· ·different people in City Council in

22· ·reference to this, but we have to

23· ·stop snatching what people have

24· ·already worked for just to allow

25· ·other people to come in and build.
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·2· ·It's enough for everybody.· And

·3· ·every time I hear the word

·4· ·affordable housing, I thank forever

·5· ·renter and we want to be owners.

·6· · · · · ·Philadelphia used to be

·7· ·number one in Black property

·8· ·ownership and we are not supposed

·9· ·to use that word anymore.· It's

10· ·freedmen, because under the

11· ·Constitution, the 13th Amendment we

12· ·are a protected class of people and

13· ·therefore the things that are being

14· ·done to us should not be being

15· ·done.· We need to really look at

16· ·some of these departments.· Thank

17· ·you very much.

18· · · · · ·(Applause.)

19· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·Thank you.

21· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Ogbonna

22· ·Hagins.· Then Zachary Scott and

23· ·Shakira Miller.

24· · · · · ·MR. HAGINS:· Good morning,

25· ·members of Council.· My name is
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·2· ·Ogbonna Hagins.· I'm a fourth

·3· ·generation chattel slavery survivor

·4· ·and I'm an American Freedman.· I'm

·5· ·here today to emphasize why

·6· ·Councilmember Bass' resolution is

·7· ·critical for American Freedmen.

·8· · · · · ·Illegal merchant activities

·9· ·in our communities is more than

10· ·just a legal issue.· It's a

11· ·continuation of the economic

12· ·exploitation that has plagued our

13· ·people for generations.· This kind

14· ·of exploitation is the direct badge

15· ·of slavery, something the 13th

16· ·amendment was supposed to address.

17· · · · · ·These merchants rob our

18· ·neighborhoods of resources, wealth

19· ·and opportunities and continue to

20· ·thrive at the expense of American

21· ·Freedmen.· We saw this type of

22· ·dynamic during the slavery with

23· ·meritorious manumission where few

24· ·were rewarded for maintaining the

25· ·system while the masses were left
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·2· ·behind.

·3· · · · · ·Today it's no different.

·4· ·The merchants in question are

·5· ·exploiting a system that was never

·6· ·designed to protect us.· But here's

·7· ·the thing, when we stand united,

·8· ·when we focus on political cohesion

·9· ·we've always gained more.· It's not

10· ·just about voting.· It's about

11· ·collectively demanding what is

12· ·owed.

13· · · · · ·We need to stop the

14· ·exploitation in our neighborhoods

15· ·now.· This resolution is a

16· ·necessary step ending this modern

17· ·day economic oppression.· I urge

18· ·City Council to support this

19· ·resolution and take concrete action

20· ·to ensure the repair and the

21· ·promise of the 13th Amendment.

22· · · · · ·(Applause.)

23· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·Thank you.

25· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Zachary
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·2· ·Scott, Shakira Miller and Kelsey

·3· ·Leon.

·4· · · · · ·(Witnesses approached

·5· ·podium.)

·6· · · · · ·MS. MILLER-GRIER:· Hi,

·7· ·everybody.· My name is Shakira

·8· ·Miller-Grier.· So good morning,

·9· ·Council President Johnson and

10· ·esteemed members of City Council.

11· ·I am Shakira Miller-Grier, the

12· ·daughter of former Councilwoman

13· ·Donna Reed Miller.· And I am here

14· ·with my family, friends -- and some

15· ·of them left by now -- in support

16· ·of Resolution 240725, which was

17· ·introduced by the Honorable Cindy

18· ·Bass to reflect my mother's work in

19· ·the community.

20· · · · · ·My mother was a community

21· ·activist.· She was a leader, a

22· ·friend, a colleague and a role

23· ·model and mentor.· She loved her

24· ·community down to her last days.

25· ·Even after retiring she continued
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·2· ·to help people.· So I just want to

·3· ·say thank you to Councilwoman Bass

·4· ·and City Council, my children and I

·5· ·and members of my family, immediate

·6· ·and extended friends, are grateful

·7· ·for this opportunity to rename the

·8· ·Waterview Recreation Center to the

·9· ·Donna Reed Miller Recreation

10· ·Center.· That's it.· Thanks.

11· · · · · ·(Applause.)

12· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·Thank you.

14· · · · · ·MS. LEON:· Hello, City

15· ·Councilmembers.· My name is Kelsey

16· ·Leon.· I'm a harm reductionist.

17· ·I'm speaking on Bill No. 240712.  I

18· ·believe it is regarding bodily

19· ·autonomy.· I've been at this podium

20· ·before just last week, and my

21· ·colleagues and I have been in your

22· ·offices and your inboxes and

23· ·conversations with your staffers

24· ·urging you to take public health-

25· ·informed approaches to the public
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·2· ·health crisis in Kensington.

·3· · · · · ·I'm here today to talk

·4· ·about Amanda Cahill who died in

·5· ·jail last Saturday after she was

·6· ·picked up in a Kensington sweep

·7· ·last week.· I'm only allotted one

·8· ·minute or so at this podium and

·9· ·it's just not possible to do

10· ·justice to the richness of her life

11· ·and the extraordinary cruelty of

12· ·her death in such a short time, but

13· ·I'm going to try because her life

14· ·mattered and she deserves to be

15· ·publicly mourned, and because right

16· ·now we are in the room with the

17· ·people who are responsible for her

18· ·death.· Councilmember Driscoll,

19· ·Councilmember Squilla,

20· ·Councilmember Harrity,

21· ·Councilmember Lozada, and though

22· ·she's not here, Mayor Cherelle

23· ·Parker.

24· · · · · ·For those who don't know,

25· ·Amanda Cahill was a mother of two
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·2· ·sons, a sister and a beloved

·3· ·community member.· She also had

·4· ·opioid use disorder, which is a

·5· ·medical condition and legally

·6· ·considered a disability.· She was

·7· ·arrested on September 4th due to an

·8· ·outstanding warrant and taken to

·9· ·jail.· She was found dead in her

10· ·cell on Saturday.

11· · · · · ·Authorities told Amanda's

12· ·family that her death was a cardiac

13· ·arrest, likely the result of

14· ·untreated withdrawal from xylazine

15· ·and fentanyl.· People with opiate

16· ·use disorder are legally entitled

17· ·to medical treatment in carceral

18· ·settings.· Not providing adequate

19· ·withdrawal care is equivalent to

20· ·denying insulin to someone in

21· ·diabetic ketoacidosis.

22· · · · · ·Withdrawal is a life-

23· ·threatening condition.· Patients

24· ·who know have told me repeatedly

25· ·that withdrawal from fentanyl and
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·2· ·xylazine is worse than child birth.

·3· ·Untreated withdrawal is always

·4· ·life-threatening and especially

·5· ·when an underlying medical

·6· ·condition is in play.

·7· · · · · ·Amanda likely died in an

·8· ·extraordinary amount of pain,

·9· ·distress, physical discomfort in a

10· ·cold jail cell without friends and

11· ·family by her side.· I've grown

12· ·comfortable with death because it's

13· ·just a part of working in the

14· ·middle of an overdose crisis.

15· · · · · ·I've navigated the feelings

16· ·of (inaudible) and the discomfort

17· ·by knowing that the people who died

18· ·had love and care in their lives

19· ·and that I was a part of that --

20· ·I'm almost done.· But I've also

21· ·seen people recover, people whose

22· ·recovery seemed so unreachable at

23· ·times.

24· · · · · ·And that's why myself and

25· ·my colleagues have been telling you
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·2· ·for the last year that carceral

·3· ·approaches to a public health

·4· ·crisis are dangerous.· They are

·5· ·inhumane and they are anti-science

·6· ·just as bans on abortion are

·7· ·dangerous, inhumane and anti-

·8· ·science.· Councilmembers Lozada,

·9· ·Harrity, Squilla, Driscoll and

10· ·Mayor Parker, you stomped out

11· ·Amanda's potential.· She will never

12· ·recover because of what you did.

13· ·You robbed her and her family of

14· ·any hope of recovery.· Her sons

15· ·will never see their mother again

16· ·because of policies you insisted

17· ·upon.· Policies we warned you would

18· ·result in death and suffering.

19· · · · · ·I'm almost -- I'm on my

20· ·last paragraph.· May Amanda's

21· ·memory be a blessing to her family

22· ·and to all of us.· Let it be a

23· ·reminder of our fundamental rights

24· ·to bodily autonomy and

25· ·compassionate medical treatment.
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·2· ·And even in our lowest moments we

·3· ·can still know love, laughter and

·4· ·community.· And most of all let her

·5· ·memory move us to go out and build

·6· ·the world that we want to see, one

·7· ·where Amanda and all of the loved

·8· ·ones who have died in this crisis

·9· ·could have flourished with dignity

10· ·and care that everyone deserves.

11· · · · · ·(Applause.)

12· · · · · ·MR. SCOTT:· My name is

13· ·Zachary Scott.· I'm quite sure some

14· ·of you seen me out (inaudible) in

15· ·the city of Philadelphia and the

16· ·state of Pennsylvania.· I want to

17· ·thank you guys for this time.  I

18· ·wish I'd have known.· I'd have put

19· ·on a suit, but that's the way

20· ·things go in life right now.

21· · · · · ·I propose -- I'm trying to

22· ·propose to get you guys to put on

23· ·your docket rent control for senior

24· ·citizens and disabled vets.· It's

25· ·called the Slue bill named after my
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·2· ·son when he passed.· That was his

·3· ·nickname.· S stands for senior

·4· ·citizens.· L stands for living.  U

·5· ·stands for United.· And E stands

·6· ·for equality.

·7· · · · · ·The proposal that I'm

·8· ·trying to get you guys to take --

·9· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·Could you just tie it into the Land

11· ·Bank?

12· · · · · ·MR. SCOTT:· I don't

13· ·understand.

14· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·Can you tie your comments into the

16· ·Land Bank Resolution 240691.

17· · · · · ·MR. SCOTT:· Yes.· Yes.

18· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·Go ahead, sir.

20· · · · · ·MR. SCOTT:· May I continue?

21· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·Yes, sir.

23· · · · · ·MR. SCOTT:· All right.

24· ·Thank you.· The proposal that I

25· ·wrote when the last Mayor was
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·2· ·here -- of course he didn't pay any

·3· ·attention because he knew he was

·4· ·leaving -- it's for senior

·5· ·citizens, disabled vets only pay 30

·6· ·percent of their income if they're

·7· ·on a fixed income.

·8· · · · · ·The landlords will get 30

·9· ·to 40 percent tax incentive at the

10· ·end of the year.· What's going on

11· ·now, all these new buildings that

12· ·are being built all over the city,

13· ·you can see it wherever you go,

14· ·rent is so high nobody can get in.

15· ·The landlords keep raising rent

16· ·every year.· Our money, our senior

17· ·citizen money go down so they can't

18· ·afford to live.

19· · · · · ·I'm asking City Council to

20· ·take in consideration.· I can't

21· ·tell y'all what to do.· Y'all can

22· ·think about it and try to put it on

23· ·your docket, that we should have

24· ·rent control for senior citizens

25· ·and disabled vets.· Now, just one
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·2· ·more thing before I get off the

·3· ·podium because I know my time is

·4· ·short.

·5· · · · · ·The landlords -- I mean,

·6· ·these developers come over here and

·7· ·get zoning rights.· They get the

·8· ·zoning rights.· If I'm saying it

·9· ·correctly, they get the zoning

10· ·rights and they build these

11· ·buildings.· Well, there's about

12· ·eight or nine cities in the United

13· ·States that have rent control.

14· ·Philadelphia is being dumped on.

15· ·This is just my opinion.· And if

16· ·you look at statistics, 63 to 70

17· ·percent of homeless people this

18· ·year are senior citizens.· We vote

19· ·more than anybody in the country,

20· ·senior citizens, and we're not

21· ·getting a break at all.

22· · · · · ·So if they come over here

23· ·and buy property, buy land and

24· ·build buildings, well, here's what

25· ·you have to do.· If you buy a
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·2· ·30-room unit, 5 of those units have

·3· ·to be automatically for senior

·4· ·citizens, disabled vets.· And if

·5· ·you can't do that, you can't get

·6· ·zoning rights.· I'm sorry.· That's

·7· ·the bottom line.· But I'm just

·8· ·asking you I have the bills written

·9· ·up.· You guys can come and see me

10· ·outside.· I'll hand them to you.

11· ·You can read it.

12· · · · · ·I thank you for your time

13· ·and I appreciate it.· But please,

14· ·this must be taken care of.· We are

15· ·senior citizens.· Somebody here

16· ·mother, somebody here will get old

17· ·one day.· So you never know.

18· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·Thank you very much.

20· · · · · ·MR. SCOTT:· Thank you very

21· ·much and God bless everyone.

22· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Council

23· ·President, there are no other names

24· ·for public comment.

25· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·That concludes today's public

·3· ·comment period.

·4· · · · · ·We will now consider the

·5· ·bills and resolutions on the Second

·6· ·Reading and Final Passage

·7· ·Calendars.

·8· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

·9· ·the title of Resolution No. 240691.

10· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

11· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

12· ·Bank to dispose of 3914, 3917,

13· ·3927, 3935, 3936, 3937, 3938, 3940,

14· ·3946 and 3948 Folsom Street located

15· ·in the 3rd Councilmanic District in

16· ·accordance with the terms of

17· ·Chapter 16-700 of The Philadelphia

18· ·Code introduced by Councilmember

19· ·Gauthier.

20· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

22· ·Jamie Gauthier for a motion

23· ·regarding Resolution No. 240691.

24· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:

25· ·Thank you, Council President.
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·2· · · · · ·I call for the adoption of

·3· ·the resolution.

·4· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

·5· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·It has been moved and properly

·7· ·seconded that Resolution No. 240691

·8· ·be adopted.

·9· · · · · ·All those in favor of the

10· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

11· · · · · ·(Aye.)

12· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·Those opposed?

14· · · · · ·(No response.)

15· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·The ayes have it.· The motion

17· ·carries.· The resolution is

18· ·adopted.

19· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

20· ·the titles of Resolution No.

21· ·240692.

22· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

23· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

24· ·Bank to dispose of 3837, 3917,

25· ·3938, 3940 and 3944 Mount Vernon
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·2· ·Street; 612 Union Street; 3607,

·3· ·3830 and 3832 Melon Street located

·4· ·in the 3rd Councilmanic District in

·5· ·accordance with the terms of

·6· ·Chapter 16-700 of The Philadelphia

·7· ·Code.· Introduced by Councilmember

·8· ·Gauthier.

·9· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

11· ·Jamie Gauthier for a motion

12· ·regarding Resolution No. 240692.

13· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:

14· ·Thank you, Council President.

15· · · · · ·I call for the adoption of

16· ·the resolution.

17· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

18· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·It has been moved and properly

20· ·seconded that Resolution No. 240692

21· ·be adopted.

22· · · · · ·All those in favor will

23· ·signify by saying aye.

24· · · · · ·(Aye.)

25· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·Those opposed?

·3· · · · · ·(No response.)

·4· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·The ayes have it.· The motion

·6· ·carries and the resolution is

·7· ·adopted.

·8· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

·9· ·the title of Resolution No. 240693.

10· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

11· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

12· ·Bank to dispose of 839 North 39th

13· ·Street; 357 Mount Vernon Street;

14· ·524 North 35th Street; 3605 Melon

15· ·Street; 3833 and 3915 Brown Street;

16· ·735 North Dekalb Street; and 740

17· ·and 765 North 38th Street located

18· ·in the 3rd Councilmanic District in

19· ·accordance with the terms of

20· ·Chapter 16-700 of The Philadelphia

21· ·Code.· Introduced by Councilmember

22· ·Gauthier.

23· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·The Chair recognized Councilmember

25· ·Gauthier for a motion regarding
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·2· ·Resolution No. 240693.

·3· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:

·4· ·Thank you, Council President.

·5· · · · · ·I call for the adoption of

·6· ·the resolution.

·7· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

·8· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·It has been moved and properly

10· ·seconded that Resolution No. 240693

11· ·be adopted.

12· · · · · ·All those in favor will

13· ·signify by saying aye.

14· · · · · ·(Aye.)

15· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·Those opposed?

17· · · · · ·(No response.)

18· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·The ayes have it.· The motion

20· ·carries.· The resolution is

21· ·adopted.

22· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

23· ·the title of Resolution No. 240694.

24· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

25· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land
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·2· ·Bank to dispose of 3731 and 3940

·3· ·Aspen Street; 3936 and 3959 Brown

·4· ·Street; 3958 Parrish Street; 3900

·5· ·and 3972 Reno Street; and 773 Sloan

·6· ·Street located in the 3rd

·7· ·Councilmanic District in accordance

·8· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

·9· ·The Philadelphia Code.· Introduced

10· ·by Councilmember Gauthier.

11· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

13· ·Gauthier for a motion regarding

14· ·Resolution No. 240694.

15· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:

16· ·Thank you, Council President.

17· · · · · ·I call for the adoption of

18· ·the resolution.

19· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

20· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·It has been moved and properly

22· ·seconded that Resolution No. 240694

23· ·be adopted.

24· · · · · ·All those in favor of the

25· ·motion will signify by saying aye.
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·2· · · · · ·(Aye.)

·3· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·Those opposed?

·5· · · · · ·(No response.)

·6· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·The ayes have it.· The motion

·8· ·carries.· The resolution is

·9· ·adopted.

10· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

11· ·the title of Resolution No. 240695.

12· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Did we just

13· ·read that one -- sorry.· Resolution

14· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

15· ·Bank to dispose of 3539 Aspen

16· ·Street; 682 North 33rd Street; 3624

17· ·Brown Street; 3405, 3830 and 3832

18· ·Wallace Street; 610, 612 and 614

19· ·North Sedgwick Street; and 620

20· ·North 35th Street located in the

21· ·3rd Councilmanic District in

22· ·accordance with the terms of

23· ·16-700 of The Philadelphia Code.

24· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

25· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember
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·2· ·Gauthier for a motion regarding

·3· ·Resolution No. 240695.

·4· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:

·5· ·Thank you, Council President.

·6· · · · · ·I call for the adoption of

·7· ·the resolution.

·8· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

·9· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·It has been moved and properly

11· ·seconded Resolution No. 240695 be

12· ·adopted.

13· · · · · ·All those in favor of the

14· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

15· · · · · ·(Aye.)

16· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·Those opposed?

18· · · · · ·(No response.)

19· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·The ayes have it.· The motion

21· ·carries.· The resolution is

22· ·adopted.

23· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

24· ·the title of Resolution No. 240696.

25· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution
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·2· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

·3· ·Bank to dispose of 3801, 3803,

·4· ·3811, 3814, 3816, 3850, 3852, 3960,

·5· ·3962 and 3964 Reno Street located

·6· ·in the 3rd Councilmanic District in

·7· ·accordance with the terms of

·8· ·Chapter 16-700 of The Philadelphia

·9· ·Code.

10· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

12· ·Gauthier for a motion regarding

13· ·Resolution No. 240696.

14· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:

15· ·Thank you, Council President.

16· · · · · ·I call for the adoption of

17· ·the resolution.

18· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

19· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·It has been moved and properly

21· ·seconded that Resolution No. 240696

22· ·be adopted.

23· · · · · ·All those in favor of the

24· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

25· · · · · ·(Aye.)
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·2· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·Those opposed?

·4· · · · · ·(No response.)

·5· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·The ayes have it.· The motion

·7· ·carries.· The resolution is

·8· ·adopted.

·9· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please --

10· · · · · ·(Applause.)

11· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·Will the Clerk please read the

13· ·title of Resolution No. 240708.

14· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Urging the

15· ·Board of Revision of Taxes, BRT, to

16· ·adopt a policy of accepting all

17· ·nunc pro tunc property assessment

18· ·appeals filed for Tax Year 2025 by

19· ·March 31, 2025 due to the delay in

20· ·mailing of property assessment

21· ·notices until August 7, 2024.

22· ·Introduced by Councilmember Landau.

23· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

25· ·Landau for a motion regarding
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·2· ·Resolution No. 240708.

·3· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LANDAU:· Thank

·4· ·you, Council President.

·5· · · · · ·I call for the adoption of

·6· ·the resolution.

·7· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

·8· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·It has been moved and properly

10· ·seconded that Resolution No. 240708

11· ·be adopted.

12· · · · · ·All those in favor of the

13· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

14· · · · · ·(Aye.)

15· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·Those opposed?

17· · · · · ·(No response.)

18· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·The ayes have it.· The motion

20· ·carries.· The resolution is

21· ·adopted.

22· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

23· ·the title of Resolution No. 240711.

24· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

25· ·calling on the Commonwealth of
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·2· ·Pennsylvania to secure $161 million

·3· ·in funding for SEPTA introduced by

·4· ·Councilmember Young.

·5· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·7· ·Jeffrey Jay Young for a motion

·8· ·regarding Resolution No. 240711.

·9· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN YOUNG:· Thank

10· ·you, Mr. President.

11· · · · · ·I move for its adoption.

12· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

13· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·It has been moved and properly

15· ·seconded that Resolution No. 240711

16· ·be adopted.

17· · · · · ·All those in favor of the

18· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

19· · · · · ·(Aye.)

20· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·Those opposed?

22· · · · · ·(No response.)

23· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·The ayes have it.· The motion

25· ·carries.· The resolution is
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·2· ·adopted.

·3· · · · · ·The Clerk will please read

·4· ·the title of Resolution No. 240712.

·5· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

·6· ·calling on universities in the City

·7· ·of Philadelphia to adopt the SEPTA

·8· ·Key Advantage UPass Program for all

·9· ·of their students.· Introduced by

10· ·Councilmember Young.

11· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

13· ·Young for a motion on Resolution

14· ·No. 240712.

15· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN YOUNG:· Thank

16· ·you, Mr. President.

17· · · · · ·I move for its adoption.

18· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

19· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·It has been moved and properly

21· ·seconded that Resolution No. 240712

22· ·be adopted.

23· · · · · ·All those in favor of the

24· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

25· · · · · ·(Aye.)
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·2· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·Those opposed?

·4· · · · · ·(No response.)

·5· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·The ayes have it.· The resolution

·7· ·is adopted and the motion carries.

·8· · · · · ·The Clerk will please read

·9· ·the title of Resolution No. 240713.

10· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·A resolution calling on the City of

12· ·Philadelphia to explore the funding

13· ·of a pilot program for free

14· ·doorbell cameras to enhance public

15· ·safety in the City of Philadelphia.

16· ·Introduced by Councilmember Young.

17· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

19· ·Young for a motion regarding

20· ·Resolution No. 240713.

21· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN YOUNG:· Thank

22· ·you,· Mr. President.

23· · · · · ·I move for its adoption.

24· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

25· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·It has been moved and properly

·3· ·seconded that Resolution No. 240713

·4· ·be adopted.

·5· · · · · ·All those in favor of the

·6· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

·7· · · · · ·(Aye.)

·8· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·Those opposed?

10· · · · · ·(No response.)

11· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·The ayes have it.· The motion

13· ·carries and the resolution is

14· ·adopted.

15· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

16· ·the title of Resolution No. 240714.

17· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

18· ·calling on the City of Philadelphia

19· ·to explore the resumption of annual

20· ·Philly Free Street days.

21· ·Introduced by Councilmember Young.

22· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN YOUNG:· Thank

23· ·you, Mr. President -- I'm sorry.

24· ·You have to recognize me.

25· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·3· ·Young.

·4· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN YOUNG:· Thank

·5· ·you, Mr. President.

·6· · · · · ·I move for its adoption.

·7· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

·8· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·It has been moved and properly

10· ·seconded that Resolution No. 240714

11· ·be adopted.

12· · · · · ·All those in favor of the

13· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

14· · · · · ·(Aye.)

15· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·Those opposed?

17· · · · · ·(No response.)

18· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·The ayes have it.· The motion

20· ·carries.· The resolution is

21· ·adopted.

22· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

23· ·the title of Resolution No. 240717.

24· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

25· ·A resolution authorizing a Task
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·2· ·Force to advance recommendations

·3· ·and coordinated initiatives to

·4· ·ensure that all people in

·5· ·Philadelphia are able to exercise

·6· ·their fundamental rights to bodily

·7· ·autonomy and reproductive freedom.

·8· ·Introduced by Councilmember Brooks.

·9· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·The Chair recognizes Minority

11· ·Leader Brooks for a motion

12· ·regarding Resolution No. 240717.

13· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  I

14· ·move for the adoption of the

15· ·resolution.

16· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

17· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·It has been moved and properly

19· ·seconded that Resolution No. 240717

20· ·be adopted.

21· · · · · ·All those in favor of the

22· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

23· · · · · ·(Aye.)

24· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

25· ·Those opposed?
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·2· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:· Nay.

·3· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·5· ·O'Neill, nay.

·6· · · · · ·The ayes have it.· The

·7· ·motion carries.· The resolution is

·8· ·adopted.

·9· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

10· ·the title of Resolution No. 240721.

11· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

12· ·calling upon the Philadelphia Water

13· ·Department to use projected climate

14· ·rainfall information to prioritize

15· ·actions to fix raw sewage overflows

16· ·and urging Philadelphia Water

17· ·Department to use real-world

18· ·climate related rainfall data to

19· ·project the impacts of their Green

20· ·City Clean Water plans.· Introduced

21· ·by Councilmember Squilla.

22· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

24· ·Squilla for a motion regarding

25· ·Resolution No. 240721.
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·2· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:· Thank

·3· ·you, Mr. President.

·4· · · · · ·I move for the adoption of

·5· ·the resolution.

·6· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

·7· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·It has been moved and properly

·9· ·seconded that the resolution be

10· ·adopted, Resolution No. 240721.

11· · · · · ·All those in favor of the

12· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

13· · · · · ·(Aye.)

14· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·Those opposed?

16· · · · · ·(No response.)

17· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·The ayes have it.· The motion

19· ·carries and the resolution is

20· ·adopted.

21· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

22· ·the title of Resolution No. 240722.

23· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

24· ·continuing the Fishtown Kensington

25· ·Area Business Improvement District,
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·2· ·in the area that generally includes

·3· ·both sides of Frankford Avenue from

·4· ·the west side of Delaware Avenue to

·5· ·the south side of Lehigh Avenue,

·6· ·both sides of North Front Street

·7· ·from the north side of Poplar

·8· ·Street to the south side of Diamond

·9· ·Street; both sides of East Girard

10· ·Avenue from Frankford Avenue to

11· ·North 2nd Street and the south side

12· ·of West Girard Avenue from

13· ·Frankford Avenue to Howard Street,

14· ·and certain blocks of streets that

15· ·intersect portions of these

16· ·streets; approving an extension of

17· ·the boundaries of the District to

18· ·include North Front Street from

19· ·Montgomery Street to Diamond

20· ·Street, East Girard Avenue from

21· ·East Fletcher Street to East Berks

22· ·Street, and the north side of West

23· ·Girard Avenue from Front Street to

24· ·North 2nd Street; continuing the

25· ·Fishtown Kensington Area Business
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·2· ·Improvement District, a

·3· ·Pennsylvania nonprofit corporation

·4· ·as the Neighborhood Improvement

·5· ·District Management Association for

·6· ·the District; approving a plan for

·7· ·and report concerning the District;

·8· ·authorizing the Director of

·9· ·Commerce on behalf of the City to

10· ·execute an agreement with the

11· ·Fishtown Kensington Area Business

12· ·Improvement District relating to

13· ·the District and reauthorizing the

14· ·Fishtown Kensington Area Business

15· ·Improvement District to assess

16· ·property owners within the District

17· ·a special property assessment fee,

18· ·to be used in accordance with the

19· ·approved plan, all in accordance

20· ·with the provisions of the

21· ·Community and Economic Improvement

22· ·Act, all under certain terms and

23· ·conditions.

24· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

25· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember
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·2· ·Squilla for a motion regarding

·3· ·Resolution No. 240722.

·4· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:· Thank

·5· ·you, Mr. President.

·6· · · · · ·I move for the adoption of

·7· ·the resolution.

·8· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

·9· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·It has been moved and properly

11· ·seconded that Resolution No. 240722

12· ·be adopted.

13· · · · · ·All those in favor of the

14· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

15· · · · · ·(Aye.)

16· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·Those opposed?

18· · · · · ·(No response.)

19· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·The ayes have it.· The motion

21· ·carries.· The resolution is

22· ·adopted.

23· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

24· ·the title of Resolution No. 240723.

25· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution
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·2· ·renaming the 3700 block of Blaybon

·3· ·Street "Lou & Choo's Way" to honor

·4· ·Louis Crump and Charles Franklin's

·5· ·Lou and Choo Lounge.· Introduced by

·6· ·Councilmember Bass.

·7· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·9· ·Bass for a motion regarding

10· ·Resolution No. 240723.

11· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· Thank

12· ·you, Mr. President.

13· · · · · ·I move for the adoption of

14· ·the resolution.

15· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

16· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·It has been moved and properly

18· ·seconded that Resolution No. 240723

19· ·be adopted.

20· · · · · ·All those in favor of the

21· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

22· · · · · ·(Aye.)

23· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·Those opposed?

25· · · · · ·(No response.)
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·2· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·The ayes have it.· The motion

·4· ·carries.· The resolution is

·5· ·adopted.

·6· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

·7· ·the title of Resolution No. 240725.

·8· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

·9· ·renaming Waterview Playground to

10· ·The "Donna Reed Miller Playground"

11· ·to honor the life and contributions

12· ·of former Councilmember Donna Reed

13· ·Miller.· Introduced by

14· ·Councilmember Bass.

15· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

17· ·Bass for a motion regarding

18· ·Resolution No. 240725.

19· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· Thank

20· ·you, Mr. President.

21· · · · · ·I move for the adoption of

22· ·the resolution.

23· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

24· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

25· ·It has been moved and properly
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·2· ·seconded that Resolution No. 240725

·3· ·be adopted.

·4· · · · · ·All those in favor of the

·5· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

·6· · · · · ·(Aye.)

·7· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·Those opposed?

·9· · · · · ·(No response.)

10· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·The ayes have it.· The motion

12· ·carries.· The resolution is

13· ·adopted.

14· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

15· ·the title of Resolution No. 240728.

16· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

17· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

18· ·Bank to dispose of 3858 Mt. Vernon

19· ·Street; 3903, 3905, 3907 and 3930

20· ·Wallace Street; 642, 647 and 658

21· ·Union Street; 3841 and 3843 Melon

22· ·Street located in the 3rd

23· ·Councilmanic District in accordance

24· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

25· ·The Philadelphia Code.· Introduced
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·2· ·by Councilmember Gauthier.

·3· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·5· ·Gauthier for a motion regarding

·6· ·Resolution No. 240728.

·7· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:

·8· ·Thank you, Council President.

·9· · · · · ·I call for the adoption of

10· ·the resolution.

11· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

12· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·It has been moved and properly

14· ·seconded that Resolution No. 240728

15· ·be adopted.

16· · · · · ·All those in favor of the

17· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

18· · · · · ·(Aye.)

19· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·Those opposed?

21· · · · · ·(No response.)

22· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·The ayes have it.· The motion

24· ·carries.· The resolution is

25· ·adopted.
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·2· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

·3· ·the title of Bill No. 240416-A.

·4· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance

·5· ·authorizing an increase in the

·6· ·non-electoral indebtedness of the

·7· ·City within the Pennsylvania

·8· ·constitutional limit; authorizing

·9· ·the Bond Committee to sell bonds at

10· ·public or private negotiated sale,

11· ·to provide funds towards various

12· ·capital municipal purposes;

13· ·providing for appropriations to the

14· ·Sinking Fund Commission for the

15· ·payment of such bonds; and

16· ·authorizing agreements to provide

17· ·credit or payment or liquidity

18· ·sources for the bonds in connection

19· ·with the issuance of bonds and

20· ·certain other actions.· Introduced

21· ·by Councilmember Gilmore Richardson

22· ·on behalf of Council President

23· ·Johnson.

24· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

25· ·This bill having been read on two
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·2· ·different days, the question now is

·3· ·shall the bill pass finally.

·4· · · · · ·Will the Chief Clerk please

·5· ·call the roll.

·6· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

·7· ·Phillips.

·8· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:· Aye.

·9· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

10· ·Gauthier.

11· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:

12· ·Aye.

13· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

14· ·Thomas.

15· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN THOMAS:· Aye.

16· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

17· ·Jones.

18· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Aye.

19· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

20· ·Landau.

21· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LANDAU:· Aye.

22· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

23· ·Lozada.

24· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:· Aye.

25· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember
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·2· ·Young.

·3· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN YOUNG:· Aye.

·4· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

·5· ·Brooks.

·6· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:· Aye.

·7· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

·8· ·Harrity.

·9· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Aye.

10· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

11· ·O'Rourke.

12· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN O'ROURKE:· Aye.

13· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

14· ·Driscoll.

15· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:· Aye.

16· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

17· ·O'Neill.

18· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN O'NEILL: Aye.

19· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

20· ·Squilla.

21· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:· Aye.

22· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

23· ·Bass.

24· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· Aye.

25· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember
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·2· ·Ahmad.

·3· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN AHMAD:· Aye.

·4· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And, Council

·5· ·President Johnson.

·6· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·Aye.· The ayes are 16.· The nays

·8· ·are 0.· The majority of all Members

·9· ·having voted in the affirmative,

10· ·the bill passes.

11· · · · · ·The Clerk will please read

12· ·any additional resolutions on

13· ·today's Final Passage Calendar.

14· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

15· ·resolution honoring and celebrating

16· ·Sonia Sanchez, poet, activist and

17· ·scholar on the occasion of her 90th

18· ·birthday.· Introduced by

19· ·Councilmember Gauthier.

20· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

22· ·Gauthier for a motion on the

23· ·resolution.

24· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:

25· ·Thank you, Council President.
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·2· · · · · ·On your behalf, I call for

·3· ·the adoption of the resolution.

·4· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

·5· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·It has been moved and properly

·7· ·seconded that the resolution be

·8· ·adopted.

·9· · · · · ·All those in favor will

10· ·signify by saying aye.

11· · · · · ·(Aye.)

12· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·Those opposed?

14· · · · · ·(No response.)

15· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·The ayes have it and the resolution

17· ·is adopted.

18· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

19· ·the title of the next resolution.

20· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

21· ·resolution supporting the National

22· ·Minority Business Development

23· ·Agency and recognizing October 7th

24· ·through October 11, 2024 as

25· ·Philadelphia Minority Enterprise,
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·2· ·MED Week, which provides critical

·3· ·information, resources,

·4· ·opportunities and inspiration to

·5· ·the minority business community.

·6· ·Introduced by Councilmember Jones.

·7· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·9· ·Jones for a motion on the

10· ·resolution.

11· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Thank

12· ·you, Mr. President.

13· · · · · ·I move for its adoption.

14· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

15· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·It has been moved and properly

17· ·seconded that the resolution be

18· ·adopted.

19· · · · · ·All those in favor will

20· ·signify by saying aye.

21· · · · · ·(Aye.)

22· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·Those opposed?

24· · · · · ·(No response.)

25· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:



Page 156
·1· · ·9/12/24 - STATED - 2ND READING

·2· ·The ayes have it and the resolution

·3· ·is adopted.

·4· · · · · ·Will the Clerk please read

·5· ·the title of the next resolution.

·6· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·7· ·privileged resolution honoring and

·8· ·recognizing Sarah Collins Rudolph,

·9· ·a survivor of the tragic 16th

10· ·Street Baptist Church bombing in

11· ·Birmingham, Alabama for her

12· ·unwavering courage, her dedication

13· ·to social justice and her profound

14· ·impact on the Civil Rights

15· ·Movement.· Introduced by

16· ·Councilmember Jones.

17· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·Will the Clerk please read -- the

19· ·Chair recognizes Councilman Curtis

20· ·Jones.

21· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Thank

22· ·you, Mr. President.

23· · · · · ·I move for the adoption.

24· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

25· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·It has been moved and properly

·3· ·seconded that the resolution be

·4· ·adopted.

·5· · · · · ·All those in favor will

·6· ·signify by saying aye.

·7· · · · · ·(Aye.)

·8· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·Those opposed?

10· · · · · ·(No response.)

11· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·The ayes have it and the resolution

13· ·is adopted.

14· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·And a privileged resolution

16· ·recognizing the week of September

17· ·9th through September 13, 2024 as

18· ·National Arts and Education Week in

19· ·Philadelphia.· Introduced by

20· ·Councilmember Landau.

21· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

23· ·Landau.

24· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LANDAU:· Thank

25· ·you, Council President.
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·2· · · · · ·I move for the adoption of

·3· ·the resolution.

·4· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

·5· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·It has been moved and properly

·7· ·seconded that the resolution be

·8· ·adopted.

·9· · · · · ·All those in favor will

10· ·signify by saying aye.

11· · · · · ·(Aye.)

12· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·Those opposed?

14· · · · · ·(No response.)

15· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·The ayes have it and the resolution

17· ·is adopted.

18· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

19· ·privileged resolution authorizing

20· ·the Committee on Technology and

21· ·Information Services to hold

22· ·hearings exploring the current

23· ·status of artificial intelligence

24· ·technologies and how Philadelphia

25· ·can prepare for their impact on the
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·2· ·public, private and non-private

·3· ·sectors.· Introduced by

·4· ·Councilmember Landau.

·5· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·7· ·Rue Landau.

·8· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LANDAU:· Thank

·9· ·you, Council President.

10· · · · · ·I move for the adoption of

11· ·the resolution.

12· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

13· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·It has been moved and properly

15· ·seconded that the resolution be

16· ·adopted.

17· · · · · ·All those in favor will

18· ·signify by saying aye.

19· · · · · ·(Aye.)

20· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·Those opposed?

22· · · · · ·(No response.)

23· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·The ayes have it and the resolution

25· ·is adopted.
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·2· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·3· ·privileged resolution recognizing

·4· ·Raul Romero for his contribution to

·5· ·the lives of the students at the

·6· ·University of the Arts, its

·7· ·community and the City of

·8· ·Philadelphia.· Introduced by

·9· ·Councilmember Lozada.

10· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

12· ·Lozada.

13· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:· Thank

14· ·you, Council President.

15· · · · · ·I move for the adoption of

16· ·the resolution.

17· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

18· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·It has been moved and properly

20· ·seconded that the resolution be

21· ·adopted.

22· · · · · ·All those in favor will

23· ·signify by saying aye.

24· · · · · ·(Aye.)

25· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·Those opposed?

·3· · · · · ·(No response.)

·4· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·The ayes have it and the resolution

·6· ·is adopted.

·7· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·8· ·privileged resolution recognizing

·9· ·Evelyn Nunez for her dedication to

10· ·the education of Philadelphia

11· ·students as the Chief Executive

12· ·Officer of Esparanza Academy

13· ·Charter School.· Introduced by

14· ·Councilmember Lozada.

15· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

17· ·Lozada.

18· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:· Thank

19· ·you, Council President.

20· · · · · ·I move for the adoption.

21· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

22· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·It has been moved and properly

24· ·seconded that the resolution be

25· ·adopted.
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·2· · · · · ·All those in favor will

·3· ·signify by saying aye.

·4· · · · · ·(Aye.)

·5· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·Those opposed?

·7· · · · · ·(No response.)

·8· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·The ayes have it and the resolution

10· ·is adopted.

11· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

12· ·privileged resolution recognizing

13· ·September 15th through October 15th

14· ·as Hispanic Heritage Month in the

15· ·City of Philadelphia.· Introduced

16· ·by Councilmember Lozada.

17· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

19· ·Lozada.

20· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:· Thank

21· ·you, Council President.

22· · · · · ·I move for the adoption of

23· ·the resolution.

24· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

25· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·It has been moved and properly

·3· ·seconded that the resolution be

·4· ·adopted.

·5· · · · · ·All those in favor of the

·6· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

·7· · · · · ·(Aye.)

·8· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·Those opposed?

10· · · · · ·(No response.)

11· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·The ayes have it and the resolution

13· ·is adopted.

14· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

15· ·resolution recognizing the 2024

16· ·International Gathering of Lodges

17· ·named St. Albans and declaring

18· ·September 14, 2024 as "Lodges Named

19· ·for St. Alban's Day" in

20· ·Philadelphia.· Introduced by

21· ·Councilmember Harrity.

22· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

24· ·Harrity.

25· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· I move
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·2· ·for the adoption of the resolution,

·3· ·Council President.

·4· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

·5· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·It has been moved and properly

·7· ·seconded that the resolution be

·8· ·adopted.

·9· · · · · ·All those in favor will

10· ·signify by saying aye.

11· · · · · ·(Aye.)

12· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·Those opposed?

14· · · · · ·(No response.)

15· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·The ayes have it and the resolution

17· ·is adopted.

18· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

19· ·privileged resolution recognizing

20· ·September 2024 as Hunger Action

21· ·Month in the City of Philadelphia

22· ·and calling this observance to the

23· ·attention of our citizens.

24· ·Introduced by Councilmember

25· ·O'Rourke.
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·2· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·4· ·O'Rourke.

·5· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN O'ROURKE:· Thank

·6· ·you, Mr. President.

·7· · · · · ·I move for the adoption of

·8· ·the resolution.

·9· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

10· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·It has been moved and properly

12· ·seconded that the resolution be

13· ·adopted.

14· · · · · ·All those in favor will

15· ·signify by saying aye.

16· · · · · ·(Aye.)

17· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·Those opposed?

19· · · · · ·(No response.)

20· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·The ayes have it and the resolution

22· ·is adopted.

23· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

24· ·privileged resolution honoring the

25· ·life and legacy of music legend and
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·2· ·Philadelphia native, Frankie

·3· ·Beverly, on the occasion of his

·4· ·passing.· Introduced by

·5· ·Councilmember Bass on behalf of

·6· ·Council President Johnson.

·7· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·9· ·Cindy Bass.

10· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· Thank

11· ·you, Mr. President.

12· · · · · ·On your behalf, I move for

13· ·the adoption of this resolution.

14· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

15· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·It has been moved and properly

17· ·seconded that the resolution be

18· ·adopted.

19· · · · · ·All those in favor will

20· ·signify by saying aye.

21· · · · · ·(Aye.)

22· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·Those opposed?

24· · · · · ·(No response.)

25· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·The ayes have it and the resolution

·3· ·is adopted.

·4· · · · · ·As a matter of personal

·5· ·privilege, I just want to ask that

·6· ·we have a standing moment of

·7· ·silence for Philadelphia icon, the

·8· ·Great Frankie Beverly.

·9· · · · · ·(Standing moment of

10· ·silence.)

11· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·Will the Clerk please call the next

13· ·resolution.

14· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

15· ·privileged resolution honoring and

16· ·recognizing Reverend Dr. Alyn E.

17· ·Waller on his 30th Pastoral

18· ·Anniversary and loyal and dedicated

19· ·service to God, his church,

20· ·humanity and the community.

21· ·Introduced by Councilmember Bass.

22· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·The Chair recognizers Councilmember

24· ·Cindy Bass.

25· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· Thank
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·2· ·you, Mr. President.

·3· · · · · ·I move for the adoption of

·4· ·this resolution.

·5· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

·6· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·It has been moved and properly

·8· ·seconded that the resolution be

·9· ·adopted.

10· · · · · ·All those in favor will

11· ·signify by saying aye.

12· · · · · ·(Aye.)

13· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·Those opposed?

15· · · · · ·(No response.)

16· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·The ayes have it and the resolution

18· ·is adopted.

19· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

20· ·privileged resolution recognizing

21· ·the City of Philadelphia's

22· ·commitment to the Voting Rights of

23· ·Nursing Care Facility Residents

24· ·through the "Platinum Voters"

25· ·Initiative.· Introduced by
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·2· ·Councilmember Ahmad.

·3· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·5· ·Nina Ahmad.

·6· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN AHMAD:· Thank

·7· ·you, Council President.

·8· · · · · ·I move for the adoption of

·9· ·this resolution.

10· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

11· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·It has been moved and properly

13· ·seconded that the resolution be

14· ·adopted.

15· · · · · ·All those in favor will

16· ·signify by saying aye.

17· · · · · ·(Aye.)

18· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·Those opposed?

20· · · · · ·(No response.)

21· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·The ayes have it and the resolution

23· ·is adopted.

24· · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· There are no

25· ·other resolutions in my possession,
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·2· ·Council President.

·3· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·That completes our Calendar for

·5· ·today.

·6· · · · · ·Are there any brief

·7· ·speeches on behalf of the Minority?

·8· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

·9· ·Minority Leader Brooks.

10· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:

11· ·(Inaudible).· Thank you, Council --

12· ·there we --

13· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·He's new so I ain't never seen him

15· ·before.· Hold up.

16· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:· Goin

17· ·put that man on blast.

18· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·We can't hear Minority Brooks.

20· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:· I got

21· ·it.· I think it's --

22· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·It's on?

24· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:· Yeah,

25· ·we're on.· We're good.
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·2· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·Okay.· Go ahead.

·4· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:· I'm

·5· ·going to try to be brief.· Okay.

·6· ·But I --

·7· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·As long as it takes.· It's fine.

·9· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:· As

10· ·long as it takes.· So before I

11· ·start with my written remarks, I

12· ·just want to express my deepest

13· ·condolences to Rep. Harris as he

14· ·mourns the death of his beloved

15· ·wife.· My husband and I got married

16· ·like six months difference between

17· ·the time they got married and I

18· ·actually caught him sneaking out

19· ·with his marriage license, and I

20· ·kept it until he was ready to talk

21· ·about that he had married his

22· ·beautiful wife Tiffany.

23· · · · · ·And Tiffany was also a gift

24· ·to me.· I met her briefly.· And I'm

25· ·compelled to say something because
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·2· ·she encouraged me to kind of

·3· ·rededicate my life back to Christ

·4· ·and begin serving in church all

·5· ·over again.· So I will be forever

·6· ·grateful for the brief time that

·7· ·I've known her to have impacted me

·8· ·that way.· And I want us to

·9· ·continue to keep Rep. Harris in

10· ·prayers as he goes through this

11· ·tough situation.

12· · · · · ·(Applause.)

13· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·Thank you.

15· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  I

16· ·want to thank my colleagues who

17· ·joined me this morning for our

18· ·press conference this morning

19· ·protecting workers against

20· ·retaliation.· As we heard from

21· ·domestic workers who spoke,

22· ·retaliation against workers is a

23· ·major problem here in Philadelphia.

24· · · · · ·Workers who speak up for

25· ·their legal rights, whether it's a
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·2· ·lunch break or sick time or just

·3· ·wages that they are actually owed

·4· ·often face threats of termination

·5· ·from their bosses.· To protect

·6· ·Philly workers and to ensure that

·7· ·we can exercise their legal rights,

·8· ·we need to really fund the Office

·9· ·of Worker Protections and new

10· ·legislation to prevent retaliation

11· ·against workers.· And I will be

12· ·introducing legislation around this

13· ·in the coming weeks.

14· · · · · ·And I want to thank the

15· ·broad coalition that we brought

16· ·together, which included Domestic

17· ·Workers Alliance, AFL-CIO, the

18· ·Philly Black Workers Project and a

19· ·lot of my Council colleagues that

20· ·were able to join me.· We probably

21· ·got in trouble because we were late

22· ·for Caucus, but I want to thank you

23· ·guys for showing up anyway because

24· ·we had to deliver good on those

25· ·promises to --
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·2· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·That's right.

·4· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:· --

·5· ·free workers.· And today I passed a

·6· ·resolution to authorize a

·7· ·Reproductive Freedom Task Force

·8· ·here in Philadelphia.· Throughout

·9· ·the last year I worked with the

10· ·Mayor's Office and Administration

11· ·to set up this Task Force which

12· ·will bring together patients,

13· ·providers, City agencies and other

14· ·stakeholders to ensure that

15· ·reproductive health is safe,

16· ·accessible and affordable here in

17· ·Philadelphia.

18· · · · · ·And I want to thank

19· ·Councilmember Gauthier along with

20· ·many of my other colleagues as well

21· ·as Mayor Parker for their support

22· ·on this project.· With the Task

23· ·Force, we will officially launch in

24· ·the coming weeks along with the

25· ·investment of nearly $1 million in
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·2· ·reproductive health care services

·3· ·here in Philadelphia.

·4· · · · · ·We are leading the fight

·5· ·against restrictive health care

·6· ·bans that limits a woman's

·7· ·autonomy.· With the Supreme Court

·8· ·that repeatedly infringes on our

·9· ·basic freedom at the national

10· ·level, we are responding locally by

11· ·protecting those freedoms in our

12· ·city and standing up for our

13· ·communities and forging ahead with

14· ·real solutions that improve

15· ·people's lives.

16· · · · · ·On that same theme, I

17· ·introduced a resolution today to

18· ·uphold the dignity and humanity of

19· ·Philadelphians who do not have a

20· ·place to sleep at night.· In June,

21· ·right-wing extremists and our

22· ·Supreme Court made yet another

23· ·attack on our basic freedoms.

24· · · · · ·In the case of the Grants

25· ·Pass v. Johnson, they decided to
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·2· ·allow local governments to target

·3· ·and criminalize people who are

·4· ·sleeping outside even when there is

·5· ·no adequate shelter available.· In

·6· ·other words, the court gave us the

·7· ·authority as a local government to

·8· ·charge and arrest people for

·9· ·sleeping outside.

10· · · · · ·Other city governments are

11· ·using this to conduct sweeps, move

12· ·people from city streets into city

13· ·jails and to displace people with

14· ·the threat of arrest.· This

15· ·approach does not solve the problem

16· ·of homelessness.· It displaces

17· ·people who are unhoused from one

18· ·neighborhood to another, and it

19· ·overwhelms our police and our jails

20· ·with complex social and medical

21· ·needs that they are not equipped to

22· ·handle.

23· · · · · ·And as we saw this week

24· ·with the tragic death of Amanda

25· ·Cahill, it can even lead to death.
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·2· ·And when someone dies in jail, it's

·3· ·not only a loss to their family and

·4· ·loved ones, it's a loss to our

·5· ·whole city.· It's a moral loss,

·6· ·it's an emotional loss and it will

·7· ·be a financial loss as well.· The

·8· ·best, the most cost-effective

·9· ·solution for homelessness is

10· ·housing, not handcuffs.

11· · · · · ·Thank you so much, Council

12· ·President.

13· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·You're welcome.

15· · · · · ·(Applause.)

16· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

18· ·Jones.

19· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Thank

20· ·you, Mr. President.

21· · · · · ·Today I rise to briefly

22· ·talk about something that started

23· ·in Chicago and trickled into

24· ·Philadelphia on our agenda.· I was

25· ·talking to Representative Morgan



Page 178
·1· · · ·9/12/24 - STATED - SPEECHES

·2· ·Cephas and I was admiring and

·3· ·complaining about the barbershop

·4· ·brothers and our lagging behind

·5· ·some of the women's agenda issues.

·6· ·Whether you talk about The Links,

·7· ·whether you talk about the

·8· ·sororities, whether you talk about

·9· ·the Coalition of 100 Black Women,

10· ·they are running circles around us

11· ·or moving their agendas way ahead

12· ·of us.

13· · · · · ·So when I reached out to

14· ·Brother Isaiah Thomas and said, we

15· ·really got to kind of take a look

16· ·at this.· And Representative Cephas

17· ·said to me, if you feel left

18· ·behind, create an agenda to catch

19· ·up.· Valid criticism, valid

20· ·challenge.· So we are reaching out

21· ·to the African American Men's

22· ·Commission, reaching out to people

23· ·around the city to talk about what

24· ·is that agenda.· Because what we've

25· ·found out in those discussions was
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·2· ·they feel left behind.· They feel

·3· ·not included.· James Balwin said,

·4· ·if I pledge allegiance to a flag, I

·5· ·want that flag to pledge allegiance

·6· ·to me.

·7· · · · · ·So one of the issues that

·8· ·we narrowly tailored down, in lieu

·9· ·of taxes for some of these

10· ·universities, a young lady talked

11· ·about it today, how do we measure

12· ·their impact to that agenda?· For

13· ·every Temple University, there's a

14· ·Norris Homes.· Young people, young

15· ·men in particular, watch as some

16· ·residents get educated while they

17· ·get passed behind.

18· · · · · ·For every Drexel

19· ·University, University of Penn,

20· ·there's a -- they live in the

21· ·shadows of some of the public

22· ·housing that's there.· For every

23· ·Lasalle, there's a Champlost.· For

24· ·every university, St. Joe's

25· ·University, there's a Wynnefield.
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·2· ·How do they get passed by like that

·3· ·all the time living in the shadows

·4· ·of opportunity?

·5· · · · · ·So I don't want your taxes,

·6· ·maybe, but I do want your

·7· ·intellectual property definitely to

·8· ·help out to create those pathways

·9· ·for young men and women who are in

10· ·the shadows of some of these great

11· ·institutions.· So I'm going to be

12· ·calling on that kind of discussion,

13· ·policy evaluation, to basically say

14· ·what can we do to change the

15· ·condition of people who live in the

16· ·shadows of these great universities

17· ·and institutions.

18· · · · · ·So we're going to be having

19· ·those conversations.· Some of them

20· ·will be a little difficult and

21· ·challenging, but we're going to

22· ·have them and try to create

23· ·pathways so that people don't feel

24· ·left behind, so they feel included,

25· ·they feel a part of the future
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·2· ·prosperity of this country.· Thank

·3· ·you.

·4· · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. President.

·5· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·Thank you, Member Jones.· Very well

·7· ·said.· And as I always say, if

·8· ·we're going to erase the moniker of

·9· ·being the largest poorest city in

10· ·America and also a tale of two

11· ·cities, it's this type of approach

12· ·that we must take to change the

13· ·dynamics of those most in need in

14· ·the City of Philadelphia.

15· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

16· ·Councilmember O'Rourke.

17· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN O'ROURKE:· Thank

18· ·you, Mr. President.

19· · · · · ·There is another word from

20· ·the Minority, a brief one, and

21· ·today that word is actually

22· ·accountability.· Without

23· ·accountability as my Communications

24· ·Director said, there is no trust,

25· ·without trust there is no
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·2· ·legitimacy and we need legitimacy

·3· ·in our democracy.· We can't derive

·4· ·or wield any, as Jefferson put it,

·5· ·just powers if the government don't

·6· ·consent because they don't believe

·7· ·us when we speak.

·8· · · · · ·We need accountability in

·9· ·our democracy and in self-

10· ·government.· Part of building that

11· ·happens actually in these chambers,

12· ·in that caucus room and our

13· ·offices.· So four quick notes in

14· ·the spirit of accountability and

15· ·I'm going to get out your way:

16· · · · · ·One, anti-retaliation

17· ·legislation.· I have been

18· ·reflecting recently on how the dust

19· ·we kick up in the work that we do

20· ·has an adverse effect on the

21· ·working families of the city,

22· ·making it more expensive to live

23· ·and work in Philadelphia.· Seems to

24· ·me that it's sort of a secondary

25· ·consequence of this style of
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·2· ·government in regions this size.

·3· · · · · ·And so, while we're being

·4· ·mindful of the ways that we

·5· ·passively make it harder to be a

·6· ·worker in Philadelphia, we need to

·7· ·actively make it really freaking

·8· ·expensive to be a bad boss in

·9· ·Philadelphia.

10· · · · · ·This legislation that

11· ·Leader Brooks has put forward will

12· ·strengthen the Office of Worker

13· ·Protections, which protects workers

14· ·by holding bosses to account for

15· ·illegal management practices.· And

16· ·I thank the leadership of Minority

17· ·Leader Brooks and many members who

18· ·support it for seeing the value in

19· ·all our workers and showing it by

20· ·legislating like it.

21· · · · · ·I also wanted to speak to

22· ·HB 1283 Resolution, which would

23· ·empower municipalities to create

24· ·parking-protected bike lanes on

25· ·state-owned roads.· And we know the
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·2· ·power of a built environment.· We

·3· ·hear people come to advocate to

·4· ·build up our environment.· We

·5· ·understand that.· That's why we

·6· ·fight so hard for it, spend so much

·7· ·money to realize it.· The desire to

·8· ·maintain more controls on how we

·9· ·deal with, I was thinking about

10· ·this, the firearms at the municipal

11· ·level is logical.

12· · · · · ·I commend you, Council

13· ·President, for making certain calls

14· ·and returning similar power to the

15· ·city is a move toward public safety

16· ·that we can feel, stay with me.

17· ·Building safety that we can see is

18· ·one thing.· Building safety that we

19· ·can touch and feel is another

20· ·entirely, and this is a call to

21· ·help us, to hold us to account to

22· ·the many voices that Madame Mayor,

23· ·Whip Thomas, Member Landau, myself

24· ·and others all have continued to

25· ·hear calling on public safety that
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·2· ·we can see, touch and feel in the

·3· ·form of those built bike lanes.

·4· · · · · ·Also Hunger Action Month, I

·5· ·appreciate those who have come out

·6· ·today.· There are those who make it

·7· ·easier to live in this city through

·8· ·their intentional care work that I

·9· ·want to commend calling on

10· ·September as Hunger Action Month.

11· ·And I want to thank CEO Loree Brown

12· ·and the rest of the team for the

13· ·actions they take on a daily basis

14· ·to fight hunger in our city in the

15· ·City of Philadelphia.

16· · · · · ·There was a carpenter from

17· ·Nazareth who said, if you love me,

18· ·feed my sheep.· And the charge of

19· ·care actually quickens me when I

20· ·see it and quickens me to be held

21· ·accountable, to actually do that

22· ·work and to realize that.· So I'm

23· ·grateful for their standing

24· ·sentinel to feed the people.

25· · · · · ·And in conclusion, I just
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·2· ·wanted to lift this up.· Many have

·3· ·heard the reports and have followed

·4· ·the journey toward improvement in

·5· ·our jails and justice system writ

·6· ·large, an ongoing project that is

·7· ·of paramount importance to many of

·8· ·us.· Alongside fixing our unstable

·9· ·jails, work must be dedicated to

10· ·making sure people can find

11· ·stability when they come home.

12· · · · · ·We have to care about folks

13· ·before and after and we have to

14· ·care for all of our constituents

15· ·throughout and after incarceration.

16· ·The more we are intentional about

17· ·doing that we can rebuild or in

18· ·some cases build a new trust in

19· ·these institutions meant to serve

20· ·our people.· And the more we are

21· ·intentional about helping people in

22· ·their most trying times, the

23· ·better.

24· · · · · ·That having been said, the

25· ·fair for the Working Family's
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·2· ·Justice Impacted Resource Fair that

·3· ·we're putting on will take place

·4· ·tomorrow at Honickman Learning

·5· ·Center, 1936 North Judson Street

·6· ·from 10:00 to 2:00 p.m.· Just in

·7· ·case folks didn't catch that, again

·8· ·1936 North Judson Street from 10:00

·9· ·to 2:00 p.m we will be having a

10· ·Working Families Justice Impacted

11· ·Resource Fair to meet the needs of

12· ·those who have been impacted by the

13· ·carceral system and the justice

14· ·system.

15· · · · · ·And in that same spirit,

16· ·Councilmember Gauthier I believe

17· ·has an expungement clinic on

18· ·Saturday that we all should lift up

19· ·as well to make sure the folks are

20· ·getting properly placed back into

21· ·society.· So again, thank you for

22· ·all of that.

23· · · · · ·I do want to echo the

24· ·sentiments of my Minority Leader

25· ·who called the name of Amanda
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·2· ·Cahill.· I also echo that as well

·3· ·as calling the name of Chairman

·4· ·Harris' wife Tiffany.· I was also

·5· ·moved by that, and also lifting up

·6· ·Councilmember Bass as well for the

·7· ·work that she's done to remember

·8· ·the legacy and life of Frankie

·9· ·Beverly who has blessed America

10· ·with his music and blessed our

11· ·moments as well.

12· · · · · ·So thank you, Council

13· ·President, for your time.

14· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·Thought you was about to start

16· ·singing.· But whenever you want to,

17· ·Bro, we support you.· You got good

18· ·tunes though.· That's my guy.

19· ·That's my guy.

20· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

21· ·Councilmember Isaiah Thomas.

22· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN THOMAS:· No --

23· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·Okay.· Leave Wendy alone then, man.

25· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN THOMAS:· No, I
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·2· ·was saying --

·3· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·It's a different kind -- listen,

·5· ·the Chair recognizes Councilmember

·6· ·Jamie Gauthier.· We good.

·7· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:

·8· ·Thank you, Council President.

·9· · · · · ·I also want to offer my

10· ·condolences to Representative

11· ·Harris on the loss of his wife.

12· ·It's hard for me to imagine too

13· ·many situations more tragic than

14· ·what he's going through in this

15· ·moment and I just want to extend my

16· ·sympathies to him, his entire

17· ·family and to everyone who knew and

18· ·loved Tiffany.

19· · · · · ·I also wanted to take a

20· ·moment to remark on the 3rd

21· ·District land dispositions that

22· ·happened today.· We transferred

23· ·dozens of City-owned vacant lots in

24· ·the neighborhood of Mantua on which

25· ·I believe 90 affordable home
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·2· ·ownership units will be made

·3· ·available to our community --

·4· · · · · ·(Applause.)

·5· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:· --

·6· ·through the City's Turn The Key

·7· ·Program.· I'm really proud of this

·8· ·work and of this partnership

·9· ·because through it, we're achieving

10· ·multiple positive impacts.· We are

11· ·opening access to affordable

12· ·homeowners' ownership in a

13· ·neighborhood that has been calling

14· ·out for it.

15· · · · · ·We are building the

16· ·capacity of nine Black and Brown

17· ·developers who understand our

18· ·communities and want to do well by

19· ·them.

20· · · · · ·(Applause.)

21· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:· And

22· ·we're using the City's vacant land

23· ·and resources for good.· I want to

24· ·acknowledge Rick Young who is head

25· ·of the Urban Developers Association
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·2· ·and who's here with us today for

·3· ·his part in this.· I want to

·4· ·acknowledge Mo Rushdy, the head of

·5· ·the Building Industry Association,

·6· ·for his role in this, our developer

·7· ·cohort that has just been amazing

·8· ·and inspiring.· And last but

·9· ·certainly not least, the community

10· ·who was allowing us to do this

11· ·work.· I can't wait to invite all

12· ·of you to cut a ribbon when we

13· ·build these affordable homes.

14· · · · · ·And while we're on the

15· ·topic of affordable housing,

16· ·everybody knows that the most

17· ·affordable home is the one that you

18· ·have and we have an obligation to

19· ·help people to remain in their

20· ·homes.· And so, I wanted to invite

21· ·our community out to a Property Tax

22· ·Relief Workshop that I'm hosting

23· ·with Council President Johnson this

24· ·evening from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at

25· ·Salt & Light Church at 5736 Chester
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·2· ·Avenue in Kingsessing.

·3· · · · · ·We are intentionally

·4· ·holding this workshop in

·5· ·Kingsessing which is a neighborhood

·6· ·that has been hardest hit by the

·7· ·new reassessments.· And we want

·8· ·people to know that we're here for

·9· ·you and we want to help you through

10· ·this.· And so, at tonight's tax

11· ·workshop you can receive help and

12· ·information with appealing your

13· ·assessment and with enrolling in

14· ·programs like Homestead, LOOP, the

15· ·Owner-Occupied Payment Assistance

16· ·Program, the Senior Tax Freeze and

17· ·the new Low-income Tax Freeze that

18· ·I was able to push for with the

19· ·support of this Council.· So

20· ·please, please, please come on out

21· ·and get some help with property

22· ·taxes this evening.· Thank you so

23· ·much.

24· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

25· ·Thank you very much.
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·2· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

·3· ·Councilmember Nina Ahmad.

·4· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN AHMAD:· Thank

·5· ·you, Council President.

·6· · · · · ·Today I introduced a

·7· ·resolution recognizing

·8· ·Philadelphia's commitment to the

·9· ·voting rights of those in nursing

10· ·care facilities.· In our great

11· ·democracy, the right to vote is a

12· ·fundamental civic right that must

13· ·be accessible to all eligible

14· ·citizens.

15· · · · · ·These citizens, these

16· ·residents are often overlooked and

17· ·face barriers to participating in

18· ·elections.· Voting by mail makes

19· ·participating in this democratic

20· ·process much more accessible for

21· ·them.· It has been a great pleasure

22· ·to work with Philadelphia City

23· ·Commissioner's Office, with

24· ·Chairman Omar Sabir who has a plan

25· ·called the "Platinum Voters"
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·2· ·Initiative.

·3· · · · · ·This came about -- we had a

·4· ·conversation a while ago about this

·5· ·with the City Commission that I had

·6· ·brought this up.· And finally, we

·7· ·were able to work together to

·8· ·figure out how this would evolve.

·9· ·And with the support of all our

10· ·colleagues, especially our District

11· ·Council colleagues, we look forward

12· ·to making sure that every eligible

13· ·voter regardless of where they are,

14· ·are able to participate in our

15· ·democratic process.

16· · · · · ·Thank you, Council

17· ·President.

18· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·You're welcome.

20· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

21· ·Councilmember Quetcy Lozada.

22· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:· Thank

23· ·you, Council President.

24· · · · · ·Over the summer the Special

25· ·Committee held a hearing in the
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·2· ·Kensington community to research

·3· ·the challenges that some folks

·4· ·experience when trying to access

·5· ·beds.· We walked away with some

·6· ·suggestions, recommendations, but

·7· ·we also heard from some of the

·8· ·folks what the direct challenges

·9· ·were.

10· · · · · ·I'd like to share some of

11· ·the points that were identified.

12· ·One of them was that there's a

13· ·serious disconnect as we work

14· ·towards trying to figure out where

15· ·the beds are available.· There's a

16· ·lack of coordination between

17· ·services at each provider level.

18· ·And the process is simply too slow.

19· · · · · ·Patients are waiting up to

20· ·16 hours, 16 hours for an

21· ·assessment at our City-run

22· ·facilities.· People are opting out

23· ·of recovery because that window is

24· ·just too long.· And so, they choose

25· ·to head out to the street.· We're
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·2· ·failing them.

·3· · · · · ·The hearing helped us

·4· ·identify some recommendations that

·5· ·I'd like to put on the floor

·6· ·because I'd like people to start

·7· ·thinking about them as we continue

·8· ·this work in Kensington.· We need a

·9· ·multi-disciplinary care model to be

10· ·developed to bring providers

11· ·together at each step of the

12· ·recovery process.

13· · · · · ·We also need a model that

14· ·deploys outreach around the clock

15· ·throughout the city in order to

16· ·meet people where they are and work

17· ·within a flexible triage-based

18· ·system to help stabilize patients.

19· ·We also need to implement and

20· ·utilize a centralized dashboard to

21· ·provide real-time information on

22· ·access to treatment beds.· The

23· ·hearing was a success because of

24· ·the people who came to testify.· We

25· ·need to hear from them more and
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·2· ·continue to use them as resources

·3· ·as we develop solutions.

·4· · · · · ·A recent Newsweek national

·5· ·survey of over 4,000 medical

·6· ·professionals in the addiction

·7· ·treatment industry identified seven

·8· ·facilities right here in

·9· ·Philadelphia as top addiction

10· ·treatment centers in our country.

11· ·I bring that up because I am

12· ·confident that we can get this done

13· ·and we can get it done right.  I

14· ·believe in creating a system that

15· ·provides the fast, robust recovery

16· ·services that people we see

17· ·suffering on our streets need.

18· · · · · ·Today I introduced another

19· ·resolution calling for the Special

20· ·Committee to convene once again to

21· ·hear from our subject experts.· The

22· ·hearing will explore the best

23· ·practices in substance use disorder

24· ·outreach and investigate the

25· ·effectiveness and current models
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·2· ·used by the City of Philadelphia

·3· ·and its partners to do outreach

·4· ·specifically.

·5· · · · · ·I look forward to

·6· ·reconvening with these experts, all

·7· ·of you and your staff, everyone

·8· ·interested in helping us find a

·9· ·resolution towards connecting folks

10· ·with the resources they need for a

11· ·successful journey.· We may not

12· ·always agree on the path and on the

13· ·process.· But the work continues

14· ·and we're all committed to doing

15· ·so.

16· · · · · ·Thank you, Council

17· ·President.

18· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·Thank you.

20· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

21· ·Councilmember Cindy Bass.

22· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· Thank

23· ·you so much, Mr. President.

24· · · · · ·I just wanted to add two

25· ·really quick notes to our session
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·2· ·today.· One is I just wanted to

·3· ·thank all of the members who

·4· ·co-sponsored the resolution

·5· ·honoring Pastor Alyn E. Waller from

·6· ·Enon Tabernacle Baptist Church for

·7· ·30 years of service, and service it

·8· ·has been, that has touched so many

·9· ·lives and so many communities not

10· ·just in the Northwest but really

11· ·throughout the entire City of

12· ·Philadelphia.

13· · · · · ·So we wanted to just send a

14· ·special thank you to all of the

15· ·members for co-sponsoring the

16· ·resolution.· Also wanted to

17· ·recognize and thank those who

18· ·attended his banquet on Saturday

19· ·evening, and that would be

20· ·Councilmember Philips, State

21· ·Senator Shariff Street, our Sheriff

22· ·Rochelle Bilal and our District

23· ·Attorney Krasner.· So again, many

24· ·thanks for recognizing this very

25· ·passionate servant leader here in
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·2· ·the City of Philadelphia.

·3· · · · · ·And, Council President, I

·4· ·thank you for the honor of

·5· ·introducing the Frankie Beverly

·6· ·Resolution on your behalf.· There

·7· ·is going to be a balloon release

·8· ·this afternoon on the 6100 block of

·9· ·Norwood Street.· That's Norwood and

10· ·Spencer in Somerville, the

11· ·Somerville section of Germantown.

12· ·That's this evening at 6:00 p.m.

13· ·And we certainly hope that everyone

14· ·will be there in white.· And I know

15· ·that I will be there because,

16· ·Frankie, you make me happy.

17· · · · · ·So thank you,

18· ·Mr. President.

19· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·Before I let go.

21· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· Before

22· ·I let -- oh, sing, you're going to

23· ·sing?

24· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

25· ·Trying to get my Nicolas O'Rourke
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·2· ·on, but it's a different story.

·3· · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

·4· ·Councilmember Jeffrey Jay Young.

·5· · · · · ·COUNCILMAN YOUNG:· Thank

·6· ·you, Mr. President.

·7· · · · · ·First and foremost, I want

·8· ·to give my sincere condolences to

·9· ·Representative Jordan Harris.  I

10· ·understand what it's like to be

11· ·with a loved one going through

12· ·certain health issues and we shared

13· ·that experience.· So I want to let

14· ·him know that my wife and I are

15· ·definitely praying for him.

16· · · · · ·Second, I want to thank

17· ·Dr. Chandra Williams today, the

18· ·Pastor of United Missionary Baptist

19· ·Church in Brewerytown for

20· ·delivering a wonderful invocation

21· ·this morning.

22· · · · · ·Just a couple of reminders

23· ·for my colleagues today.· At

24· ·6:00 p.m. I will be sworn in for my

25· ·third stint on the Board of the
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·2· ·Barristers' Association of

·3· ·Philadelphia.· That's the

·4· ·association of Black attorneys in

·5· ·the city.· We have our installation

·6· ·ceremony in Room 653 today in City

·7· ·Hall with our President Courtney

·8· ·Richardson, the Executive Director

·9· ·of the Appropriations Committee

10· ·being sworn in as the President of

11· ·the Barristers' Association.

12· · · · · ·For my constituents, next

13· ·week at the Rittenhouse Library at

14· ·1901 Locust we will be having our

15· ·Mobile Constituent Services Day.

16· ·So please any Center City

17· ·residents, please meet me next

18· ·Wednesday at The Rittenhouse

19· ·Library.

20· · · · · ·And now on to some

21· ·substance.· We made national

22· ·headlines the other day but not for

23· ·the debate but because the

24· ·headlines kept saying there was a

25· ·shooting near the debate, right, on
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·2· ·SEPTA's Market-Frankford Line here

·3· ·in Center City from what appears to

·4· ·have been just a simple argument.

·5· · · · · ·It begs the question, why

·6· ·do we in this city face this issue

·7· ·of gun violence, right.· From a

·8· ·simple argument why aren't we

·9· ·taught conflict resolution, simple

10· ·conflict resolution.· Why do we

11· ·resolve our conflicts with picking

12· ·up a weapon of destruction

13· ·essentially.

14· · · · · ·And if you want to improve

15· ·public safety in our city, we have

16· ·to do so by ensuring that SEPTA is

17· ·fully funded.· Because if SEPTA's

18· ·fully funded, those instances

19· ·frankly won't happen.· So we have

20· ·to ensure that SEPTA fully gets all

21· ·the money that it deserves to run

22· ·our city.· It really affects our

23· ·city's economy.· It moves workers.

24· ·It moves students and everyone in

25· ·between.
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·2· · · · · ·SEPTA touches every corner

·3· ·of our city, touches every

·4· ·District.· So it's up to all of us

·5· ·to ensure that SEPTA is fully

·6· ·funded to make sure our city

·7· ·continues to be safe and our city

·8· ·can grow.

·9· · · · · ·I want to thank my

10· ·colleagues today for passing the

11· ·resolution calling for the City to

12· ·explore a pilot program for

13· ·doorbell cameras.· I can say that

14· ·in other cities, particularly in

15· ·the Midwest, these doorbell cameras

16· ·have worked to change negative

17· ·behaviors in communities because of

18· ·enforcement.

19· · · · · ·We have to invest in

20· ·solutions that work to deter crime.

21· ·And in our city where there are 70

22· ·percent of gun violence cases that

23· ·do not have associated court cases

24· ·with them -- that means 70 percent

25· ·of those folks are out here just
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·2· ·running free -- we need solutions

·3· ·to help the police enforce these

·4· ·laws.· And I think that a doorbell

·5· ·camera can be instrumental in

·6· ·solving crimes, combating violence

·7· ·and improving communications

·8· ·between police, law enforcement and

·9· ·residents.

10· · · · · ·Such a program can help

11· ·police better identify hotpots

12· ·where crime is occurring and most

13· ·importantly, help identify those

14· ·responsible for quality-of-life

15· ·crimes that impact our community

16· ·such as car break-ins, package

17· ·thefts and of the like.· And as we

18· ·all know, those types of crimes are

19· ·on the rise.

20· · · · · ·So I again commend my

21· ·colleagues for passing this

22· ·resolution as we look for solutions

23· ·to lower the violence and gun

24· ·violence that we face in our city.

25· ·So thank you.
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·2· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·Thank you.· And thank you for the

·4· ·bill that deals with packages

·5· ·because it's a very serious issue.

·6· · · · · ·The Chair recognize

·7· ·Councilmember Rue Landau.

·8· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LANDAU:· Thank

·9· ·you, Council President.

10· · · · · ·Today I'm excited to

11· ·dedicate this week as Arts

12· ·Education Week in Philadelphia.

13· ·The seeds of creativity are first

14· ·planted in the classroom and these

15· ·seeds can grow into the vibrant art

16· ·scene Philly is known for with the

17· ·continued support of educators,

18· ·family members in the city.

19· · · · · ·As a city if we care about

20· ·the arts and its future, then we

21· ·can't forget the importance of what

22· ·happens at an early age and the

23· ·transformative power of arts

24· ·education.· The next generation

25· ·also deserves access to the city
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·2· ·they are bound to shape, which is

·3· ·why I introduced a resolution

·4· ·calling to give all young people in

·5· ·the city usage of SEPTA at all

·6· ·times regardless of their

·7· ·residential distance from school.

·8· · · · · ·Currently their passes bear

·9· ·restrictions between certain hours

10· ·and on certain days, and it would

11· ·be beneficial to our young people

12· ·and our city to have the

13· ·opportunity to explore outside of

14· ·these restraints during this

15· ·important time in their

16· ·development, which brings me to

17· ·2:30 today when I am hosting a

18· ·briefing on understanding

19· ·adolescence and how to talk to

20· ·young people.

21· · · · · ·There's a many local and

22· ·national scholars who have done

23· ·some new and innovative research on

24· ·the adolescent brain.· And the more

25· ·we learn, I think the more we can
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·2· ·know how to support our young

·3· ·people and to make sure that they

·4· ·are still integrated and continue

·5· ·to integrate them in the rest of

·6· ·all that we do in the city.

·7· · · · · ·And finally, I introduced a

·8· ·resolution to authorize the

·9· ·Committee on Technology and

10· ·Information Services to hold

11· ·hearings exploring the current

12· ·status of artificial intelligence

13· ·technologies.· We must learn how

14· ·Philadelphia can prepare for the

15· ·impact of this technology on the

16· ·public, private and nonprofit

17· ·sectors.

18· · · · · ·We need to find the safe

19· ·and secure ways to incorporate AI,

20· ·not avoid it.· I look forward to

21· ·speaking with experts around the

22· ·current AI landscape and bringing

23· ·our city safely into the 21st

24· ·century.

25· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·Thank you very much.· And as we

·3· ·wrap up, I just want to thank

·4· ·everybody for their hard work and

·5· ·their dedication as we move the

·6· ·City of Philadelphia forward.· As

·7· ·Council President, I will always

·8· ·operate from this chair with a

·9· ·level of professionalism, fidelity

10· ·in the quorum.· And in this body we

11· ·respect all opinions, but I will

12· ·always demand a level of respect

13· ·for this Chair, myself, this

14· ·institution and most importantly my

15· ·Members.

16· · · · · ·And with that being said,

17· ·the Chair recognizes Councilmember

18· ·Cindy Bass for a motion to adjourn.

19· · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· Thank

20· ·you, Mr. President.

21· · · · · ·I move that Council stand

22· ·adjourned until Thursday, September

23· ·19, 2024 at 10:00 a.m.

24· · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

25· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·It has been moved and properly

·3· ·seconded that the Council stand

·4· ·adjourned until Thursday, September

·5· ·19, 2024 at 10:00 a.m.

·6· · · · · ·All those in favor will

·7· ·signify by saying aye.

·8· · · · · ·(Aye.)

·9· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·Those opposed?

11· · · · · ·(No response.)

12· · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·The ayes have it and the motion

14· ·carries.· Thank you very much.

15· · · · · · · -· -  -

16· · · · · ·(Stated Meeting adjourned

17· ·at 12:31 p.m.)

18· · · · · · · -· -  -
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