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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
| note that the hour has conme and
that a quorumof this Council is
present. Council will cone to
order. Menbers will take their
seats. Visitors will retire to
their seats outside the rails.

Bef ore proceeding, | wll ask al

t hose present to pl ease set your

cell phones to silent or vibrate.
Thank you.

To give our invocation this
norni ng, the Chair recognizes the
Reverend Dr. Adam Hearl son, Pastor
of Overbrook Presbyterian Church.
The Reverend is here today as the
guest of Council nenber Jones. |
will ask all nmenbers and guests to
pl ease ri se.

(Counci | nrenbers, guests and
visitors rise.)

REVEREND DR. HEARLSON:
It's hunbling to be anbng you this

day as | bring greetings fromthe
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
peopl e of Overbrook Presbyterian
Church and the Presbyterian
Phi | adel phia. Your work as a
Council is in ny prayers and to be
anong you in the spirit of prayers
I's an honor.

| want to thank
Counci | mrenber Jones for this
invitation and all of you for your
generous hospitality. 1'malso
aware of the sad occasion that
pronpts ny invocation here today on
January 15th, Martin Luther King
Day.

Qur sanctuary caught fire
on the corner of City and
Lancaster. By God's grace and by
t he Phil adel phia Fire Departnent,
the church still stands. But it
remai ns badly damaged. CQur
communi ty has been displ aced, but
it has not been disbanded. I ndeed
our conmunity has grown.

Phi | adel phia has |ived up
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
to its nanesake. |t has been
showering us with love. 1'd |ike
to nanme the African Episcopal
Church of St. Thomas, Penn Wnne
Presbyterian Church, Tenple Beth'El
have housed us in this tinme. Wwa
has fed us hoagies. La Col onbe
Cof f ee has kept us caffeinated.

City leaders like
Counci | menber Jones have reached
out with support and | ove. W are
stronger today than we were four
weeks ago. Because we are knitted
nore thoroughly into the | ove of
Phi | adel phia. As people who
bel i eve that death precedes new
life, we are confident that because
of this | ove that we have received,
what will rise fromthe ashes of
this fire will be greater than what
we coul d have i magi ned.

So in the spirit of that
hope, will you join nme in the

spirit of prayer.
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON

Qur Divine Spirit today, |
i nvoke into this chanber the spirit
of hope. May we be those who can
hold grief and hope in the sane
hand. May we be conforted with
vi sions of what our city wll
becone. May we rejoice in the
beauty of what our city is. My we
remenber honestly what our city has
been.

Today | invoke into this
chanber the spirit of wisdom My
this body know that tw n powers of
justice and nercy and may they be
anointed with the wisdomto know
when each is needed. May they
govern wel |, quided by the
principles of honesty and
t enderness and cour age.

Today | invoke into this
chanber the spirit of peace. My a
peace that passes all understandi ng
wash over this Cty. My it

confort the anxious. My it gird
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
up the scared. My it inspire
conflict resolution that doesn't
i nvol ve bl ood or bullets.

Today | invoke into this
chanber the spirit of humlity.

May we becone servants of those in
need. May we becone hunbl ed by the
common dignity of every soul. My
our ears be attuned to the |ost and
i gnored anong us. Today | invoke
into this chanber a spirit of
generosity. May we count every
living thing a gift, the bird song
a gift, the crocus that has cone
too early a gift, the sun that
shines after a season of clouds a
gift. And in receiving these
gifts, may we give back.

Today | invoke into this
chanber a spirit of gratitude. My
we know the full extent of
generosity that surrounds us. My
we notice and honor the sacrifice

of others. My we | ong renenber
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
t he care of our neighbors and
friends. And nmay we return that
care and kind. My we all notice
what has been gi ven and be
grateful. My we all seek
gratitude that we m ght give.

Today | invoke into this
chanber the spirit of love. Love
that endures. Love that seeks
under standi ng. Love that unites us
I n common mssion. Love that heals
us fromhistoric evils. Love that
grounds us and grows us. Love that
finds its source and its end in the
di vi ne.

Today nmay the spirits of
hope, w sdom peace, humlity,
generosity and |l ove light our way
forward into a beautiful future.
And may we journey to that future
together united as one city, one
nati on, one people bound by a
common m ssi on.

In this | pray in the nane
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - APPROVAL OF JOURNAL
of all that is holy and good.
Amen.

(Amen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair thanks the Reverend for
hi s invocati on.

Council wll be at ease.

(Counci|l at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The next order of business is
approval of the Journal of the
nmeeti ng of Thursday, February 8th
of 2024.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. President.

| nove that the Journal of
the neeting of Thursday, February
8, 2024 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly

seconded that the Journal of the
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - LEAVES
neeti ng of Thursday, February 8,
2024 stand approved.

Al in favor will indicate
by sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the Journal is
approved.

The next order of business
Is the request for |eaves of
absence. And the Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Kat herine G| nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of the Majority,
there are no requests for |eaves of
absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair thanks the Council menber.
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - MOTI ON CONCERNI NG CALENDAR

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Thank
you, M. President.

On behalf of the Mnority,
there's no requests for |eaves of
absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair thanks the Council menber.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | mrenber G | nore Ri chardson
for a notion concerning certain
| egislative matters that may arise
during the course of today's
session of Council and that were
not |listed on the Cal endar
circulated prior to today's
sessi on.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank vyou,

M. President.

| nove that any of the

following mtters, if considered

today, may be added to the agenda
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for this session of Council, and as
requi red by | aw subsequently
publ i shed on an anended agenda
after the consideration of those
matters: resolutions authorizing
heari ngs, resolutions taking
substantive action to be voted on
in this session, a notion to
wi thdraw a bill or resolution that
s not on the Cal endar and a notion
pl aci ng a resolution on or
returning a resolution fromthe
Suspensi on Cal endar that is not
listed on today's Cal endar.

The purpose of this notion
is to provide the public with
noti ce concerni ng possi ble actions
by Council that arose too late to
be included on the Cal endar that
was published prior to today's
sessi on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and properly
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seconded that the | egislative
matters stated by Council menber

G Il nore Richardson nay be added to
t he agenda for today shoul d those
matters arise during the course of
this session of Council.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it.

The Chair will dispense
with the regul ar order of business
to recogni ze the guests and
visitors joining us in chanbers
this norning. On behalf of all
menbers of City Council, | wel cone
you to our Council session. W
appreciate you taking tine to join
us as we attend to the legislative

affairs of our great city. W
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - COVMUNI CATI ONS
certainly invite you to cone again.

As we do not have any
presentations today, we will now go
into the introduction of the bills.
The next order of business is
conmuni cati ons.

The Chair recognizes the
Sergeant-at-Arns to deliver the
nessage fromthe Mayor to the Chief
Cerk.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chief Cerk wll please read
t he nessage fromthe Mayor.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and Menbers of the
Council of the Gty of
Phi |l adel phia. | amtransmtting
for the consideration of your
Honor abl e Body a resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 18 through 20,
24 through 30 and 34 through 36
South 44th Street and 4422 and 4426

t hrough 30 Ludl ow Street, |ocated
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
in the 3rd Councilmanic District;
and

A resol ution authorizing
t he Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 2428 North Orianna
Street located in the 7th
Councilmanic D strict, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. The nessages will be
printed in the Journal.

The Chief Cerk will please
read any ot her communi cations in
hi s possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: | have none,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The next order of business is the
I ntroduction of bills and
resol uti ons.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Good

norni ng, M. President and
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
col | eagues.

There are no introductions
or resolutions fromnme this
nmor ni ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

Today | offer no bills or
resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you, M. President.

Today | offer one
privileged resolution and one
non-privil eged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
resol ution honoring and recogni zi ng
the 18th Police District Tacti cal
Squad for its valiant efforts to
reduce gun viol ence and enhance
public safety in West Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 18-20, 24-30,
34-36 South 44th Street and 4422
and 4426-30 Ludl ow Street |ocated
in the 3rd Councilmanic District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Council .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber | sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good

nor ni ng, Council President. Good
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
nor ni ng, coll eagues. Good norni ng
to the |istening public.

| offer five resolutions
today. Two on your behal f, Counci
Presi dent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
titles of the bills and
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A privil eged
resol ution authorizing the
Comm ttee on Education to hold
hearings to exam ne the recent
report on high teacher attrition
and understand its root causes,
i npact on teacher and student
norale as well as its effects on
| ear ni ng out cones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authorizing

the Commttee on Education to hold
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
hearings to exam ne recent high
profile violent incidents between
parents, faculty and students at
m ddl e and hi gh school s.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution honoring,
congratul ati ng the Chanpi on of the
Week, Educator Victoria Best, the
Founder and Executive Director of
Victoria Uban Qutreach Tutoring
Services, a youth education and
mentorship programin the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zing the creation of a
Special Conmmittee on Cty and

Private Sector Diversity, Equity
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
and Inclusion Policies to exam ne
the inpact of such policies and to
provi de practical evidence-based
reconmendati ons to enhance policy
effectiveness in the pronotion of
mnority, wonen and di sabl ed- owned
busi nesses in the City of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Council .

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the reconveni ng of the
Phi | adel phi a Tax Ref orm Comm ssi on
and its Advisory Conmttee to
conduct an updat ed conprehensive
anal ysis of all taxes inposed in
the Gty of Philadel phia and to
make recomendati ons concerni ng tax
reforns to support the Gty's

econom c growm h and
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
conpetitiveness.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Council .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Mor ni ng,
M. President, colleagues and
vi ewm ng public.

| offer one privileged
resol ution today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
title of the resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resolution calling
on the United States Congress to
pass the bipartisan Viol ent
I nci dent O earance and
Technol ogi cal I nvestigative Mt hods
(MICTIM Act, which will give |law

enforcenment the support they need
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
to investigate crinme and increase
the closure rate of hom ci de cases.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration of our next session
of Council .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU
Mor ni ng, Council President,
col | eagues and the public.

| have one privileged
resol ution this norning.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIl the derk please read
the title of the resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng and honori ng
Kurt Evans for his inpact in
i mprovi ng access to food,
est abl i shi ng wor kf orce devel opnent

opportunities for returning
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
citizens and contributing to a
thriving Black food culture in
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good nor ni ng.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Good
nor ni ng, everyone.

Today | offer one
non-privil eged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
title of the resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 2428 North

Oianna Street located in the 7th
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
Council manic District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for the
consi deration at our next session
of Council .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Good
nor ni ng, Council President. Good
nmor ni ng, col | eagues.

Today | offer one bill and
one non-privil eged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
title of the bill and resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
amendi ng Chapter 17-1600 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
"Econom ¢ Opportunity Plans,"” to
defi ne devel opnent projects and
provi ding for additional
requi renments for economc

opportunity plan approval.
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phi a Land
Bank to di spose of 2464 North
Natrona Street located in the 5th
Council manic District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Council .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Kendra Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Council President, | have no bills
and no resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

Council President, | have no bills
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
or resol utions today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Ni col as O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President.

| have one privileged
resolution to introduce.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
title of the resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution authorizing the
Comm ttee on d obal Opportunities
and the Creative/lnnovative Econony
to hold public hearings to explore
Phi | adel phi a' s exi sting guarant eed
i ncone pilot prograns and the
potential further expansion.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
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2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
M. President, no bills or
resol uti ons today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Brian O Neill

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Thank
you, M. President.

| have no bills or
resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Mar k Squil | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, M. President.

| offer three bills.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
titles of the bills.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zing Norris Street Hol di ngs
to install, own and maintain a

Streetery in the right-of-way
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adj acent to 2401 East Norris
Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance est abl i shing parking
regul ati ons, one-way regul ations
and a closure of the public right-
of -way to notor traffic regulation
in the vicinity of Washington
Avenue from4th Street and Water
Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
or di nance anendi ng Chapter 12-2700
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
“"Permt Parking Districts," to add
a new section, entitled "Reserved
Permt Parking for Residents Wth

Disabilities,” authorizing

establi shnment of a programto
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provi de dedi cated vehicle-specific
permt parking for certain
individuals with a disability.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President.

| offer one privileged
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Oerk please read the
title of the resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privil eged
resol uti on honoring Renée Chenault
Fattah for her unwaveri ng
dedi cation and commtnent to
excel | ence throughout her esteened
career.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on

today' s Final Passage Cal endar.
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The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Thank
you, Council President.

| have one privileged
resolution that is being
co-introduced by Majority Leader,
nmy col | eague, Counci |l menber
Kat herine G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Oerk please read the
title of the resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privil eged
resol uti on authorizing the
Comm ttee on Public Health and
Human Services to hol d hearings
exam ni ng proposed solutions to
racial disparities in a materna
nortality rate in the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on

today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

There being no reports from
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Comm ttees today, the next order of
busi ness is the consideration of
the Calendar. As there are no
bills on the First Reading

Cal endar, the Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber G I nore Richardson
for the purpose of calling
resol uti ons on the Second Readi ng
and Fi nal Passage Cal endars.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

The follow ng resol utions
are being called up fromthe Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endars
t oday, Nos. 240095 and 240096.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

Bef ore consi dering these
resolutions, we wll consider
public coment as follows: Your
public comrent must concern matters
on the Second Readi ng and Fi nal

Passage Cal endars for possible
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action at today's Council session.

Al'l speakers nust sign up
in order to testify. |If you have
not already signed up for today's
session, please do so now by giving
your nane to Ms. Hanson at the
table outside the rails to ny left.
Once you have signed up, you wll
be called in the order in which
your nane appears on the sign-up
sheet .

Under ideal circunstances,
public comenters will each have
three mnutes to speak. However,
this time limt may vary from
session-to-session. Today the tine
limt will be three mnutes. In
order to be fair to all those
wi shing to speak, | intend to hold
faithfully to the three-mnute
limt.

When you begi n speaki ng,
you will see a green light on the

podium \When there are 30 seconds
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remaining to your tinme, the |ight
will turn yellow which is your
rem nder to conclude your renarKks.
Once three m nutes have passed, the
light will turn red and the
Sergeant-at-Arns wi |l disconnect
t he m crophone.

At that point, please yield
the podiumto the next speaker if
you have not already done so. |
al so reserve the right pursuant to
our rules of Council to limt
repetitious coments on the sane
subject matter.

I wll now ask the Chief
Clerk to please read the nane of
our first speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The first
speaker, M. President, is Judith
Robi nson, Queen Judi th Robi nson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Queen Judith Robi nson,
sir.

CH EF CLERK: Conmenting on
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240095.

(Wtness approached
podi um)

M5. ROBINSON: Yes. Thank
you. Good norning. Queen Judith
Robi nson here. Land Bank needs a
public hearing. You need a public
heari ng about the process, you all.
W're in the throes in the mdst of
gentrification, so we really need a
hearing to find out what's going on
wi th the Land Bank.

| was there last June in a
session and there was a deal on the
table for 75 parcels for $75, 000.
Every organi zation in the Latino
community, | was so proud of them
t hey opposed that deal. The
devel oper was pretty upset. The
devel oper ends up on the Board of
t he Land Bank next tinme we cane
around. Very strange, you all,
very strange.

| say this as a native
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Phi | adel phi an, as a |l ong-termreal
estate professional, as a Bl ack
person from North Phil adel phi a
where a lot of this land |I'm goi ng
to say in the 5th District, not
meh, in the 5th District was taken
usi ng em nent donai n.

I'"'mgoing to refer you al
to Bill No. 150409. 800 parcels
Shar swood area, they're over there
beati ng and banging now. | don't
see that many Bl acks folks on this
site. So Ri dge Avenue, we don't
tal k about land use. W don't talk
about land care. W were |land care
carers, nmanagers for a decade. The
Land Bank may be bankrupt, okay.

So | respectfully respect
that you have a hearing to think
about the equity, think about the
i ncl usion, the process you have to
tal k about the Turn the Key
program It's a little tainted I

say in ny professional opinion. W
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are one of the poorest big cities
in Anerica, and here we have
$280, 000 sale price on a hone.

Even with all the subsidies and all
of that, you all, | close the dea
wth the best, but it's alittle

hi gh, okay. And you're pushing
gentrification too fast.

I am Judith Robi nson. |
have a course called Gentrification
Managi ng Sol utions. | suggest that
sonme of you all conme and take ny
course. |It's at PASCEP, but | can
create the course for this body
here. | can create the course for
your assistants, but | do want you
to cone and let's tal k about how to
manage gentrification because it's
upon us.

Sonetines it's raw. It's
di srespectful and we don't want to
have that. |'mthe best
negotiator. So | want to negotiate

and give us a good deal where we're
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all included. | |ove Phil adel phi a.
I''ma native Philadel phian, born
and bred in Strawberry Mansion, so
| want the best for us. So I cone
here al ways asking for us to
el evate, get our mnds right.

Thank you all very nuch. Peace.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Kurt Evans.

(Wtness approached
podi um )

MR EVANS. How you guys
doing. M name is Kurt Evans. [|'m
a chef, a native of Phil adel phi a.
Today |' m bei ng honored by
Counci | woman Rue Landau. | would
like to thank Gty Counci
Presi dent Kenyatta Johnson and all

the other Gty Council nenbers here
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for having ne.

You said | got three
mnutes. |1'mgoing to give you
about two of those back. Really
short with words, but just glad to
be recognized in the Gty that |
was born and raised in. A few
years ago | took a job in New York
teaching a nonprofit, teaching
formerly incarcerated youth, 18 to
25 culinary skills.

Didn't think | was com ng
back until COVI D happened. Cane
back honme, and | want to bring
those skills that | |learned in New
York in the nonprofit sector
through job entry for fornerly
I ncarcerated, but also the |ast
couple of years |I've been working
on preventative neasures for Kkids
on the track to be incarcerated.

So we do a | ot of jobs,
bring a | ot of guys on catering

j obs, sourcing other friends that
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do other like -- they have other
trades. | send kids to work with
them But just the work that I've
been doing for the last 14 years in
the CGty, I"'mglad it was
recogni zed. And thank you for
havi ng ne.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Darryl
Shul er.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Patty
Jackson.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

WIIl the Cerk please call the next
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speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Dyana
WIIlians.

(No response.)

CH EF CLERK: Dyana
WIIlians.

(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

WIIl the Cerk please call the next

speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Angel
WIIlians.

(Wtness approached
podi um)

M5. WLLIAMS: Hi,
everyone. M/ nane is Angel
Wllianms. First and forenost, |
want to thank you for your tinme. |
appreciate being put on the list to
speak on behalf of a Hone From
Shana Foundati on.

|'"'m here basically to
ask -- to advocate for -- I'mso

nervous -- Black wonen are going

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 15/ 2024

40

2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
into the hospitals and they're not
com ng hone. |It's plain and
sinple. So |I'masking that we all
becone part of the solution so that
Bl ack wonen can be heard and be
seen and be cared for properly.

Qur foundation advocates for the
proper care of Black wonen. And
that's all | got. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: (Ogbonna
Hagi ns commenti ng on 240095.

(Wtness approached
podi um)

MR. HAG NS: G eat norning,
everyone. (Ogbonna Hagins for the
record. This testinony today is in
regards to the property transfer.

And I"'min favor of it, but I would
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like to know if you | ooked at the
Br ooki ngs Institute study that
stated that Afro Anmerican hone
val ues have been deval ued since
2000, $156 billion.

And |'m speaking today in
the nmenory of Benjam n Lay and ny
father who was nurdered because of
what |'m about to say: |'mhere
today as an unseated nenber as |
consi der nyself of Phil adel phia
Cty Council to introduce
| egi slation to conbat structura
raci smin Phil adel phi a.

The reason | have to
introduce this bill is that for two
years now | have been comng to
public coment before the City
Council offering ny help as well as
nmy demands to deal with structura
racism And still for sonme reason
either due to conflict of interest
or fear, the seated nenbers refuse

to do so for sone reason, and
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despite Cty research and findings
of fact telling themto address
structural racismvia |arge scale
I nvestnents into comunities
deci mated by poverty and
unenpl oynent, the Cty Counci
feels the need to invest tine and
noney into anythi ng guarant eed not
to work.

@un violence is nerely a
political football that politicians
ki ck around to avoid the el ephant
in the room And, that is, to
avoi d doi ng anyt hing socially,
politically or econom cally that
wor ks towards the collective
upliftnment of the progeny of
emanci pat ed peopl e in Phil adel phia,
Afro Americans, American Freedmnmen.

@un violence wll never be
eradicated as long as it remains
customary to reinstate the
degradati on and dependence,

features of the old slave system
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upon the emanci pated people in
Phi | adel phi a, whose proffered
political status designation is
Anerican Freednen.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
M. Hagins, could we focus on the
Land transfer?

MR. HAG NS: Absolutely.
And in regards to structural
raci sm who used to own that
property? Were they owned by
peopl e whose hones were deval ued
and that's why maybe they had to
get rid of them in regards to
that, Council President. M thing
is this, Gty Council, after today
you have no excuse. The clock is
ticking. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next
speaker is Kayla Perez comenti ng

on 240096.
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(Wtness approached
podi um )

M5. PEREZ: M nane is
Kayl a Perez. Last tinme | was here
| told you every 10 mnutes a child
is killed in Gaza. Since our | ast
neeting | ast Thursday, the 8th at
10: 00 a.m 10, 080 --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Ms. Perez --

M5. PEREZ: -- mnutes have
passed. That's --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Ms. Perez, can we focus on the
topi c of 240096. Thank you very
much.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
M. Chief Cerk, are there any
ot her speakers to speak at this
nmonent, sir?

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her speakers, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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That concl udes today's public
comment peri od.

I'"'mgoing to take a nonent
to acknow edge in our bal cony today
we have eight students fromthe
Excel si or School of Phil adel phia
| ocated in Germantown. They are in
City Council today as part of a
Social Studies field trip. They
are here today watching their
governnment in action.

Can we give them a round of
appl ause, y'all.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Qur future generation watching our
governnment in action.

W will now consider the
resol uti ons on the Second Readi ng
and Fi nal Passage of Cal endars.

Council will now be at
ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The Cerk will please read the
title of Resolution 230095.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 2501, 2855, 2857
Anber Street; 2143, 2155, 2157 East
Birch Street; 2134, 2172 East
Canbria Street; 2103 and 2107 East
Cunberland Street; 2107 East Dakota
Street; 2478, 2480 Enerald Street;
2022 East Fl etcher Street, 1929,
1935, 1943 and 2215-17 East Harol d
Street; 2637, 2639, 2643, 2645 and
2649 Janney Street; 2536 Jasper
Street; 2639, 2641, 2643 and 2653
Kensi ngt on Avenue; 2668 East
Monnout h Street; 1844 East Cakdal e
Street; 2140, 2151, 2153 and 2156
East Ol eans Street; 2646 and 2658
Ritter Street; 2089 East Sonerset
Street; 2106, 2133, 2135, 2250 and
2252 East WIlliam Street |ocated in
the 1st Councilmanic District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Squilla for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, M. President.

I nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the
resol uti on passes.

The Chair recogni zes the
Clerk on Bill No. 240096.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
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renam ng the 6000 bl ock of Norwood
Street "Frankie Beverly Way" to
honor Frankie Beverly for his
significant contributions to the
musi ¢ i ndustry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Cindy Bass for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. President.

| nove for the adoption of
this resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the
resol uti on passes.

The Cerk will please read
any additional resolutions on
today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
honori ng and recogni zing the 18th
Police District Tactical Squad for
its valiant efforts to reduce gun
vi ol ence and enhance public safety
i n West Phil adel phia, introduced
today by Council menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

I nove for the adoption of
the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly

seconded that the resol ution be
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adopt ed.

Al those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol ution authorizing the
Conmm ttee on Education to hold
heari ngs to exam ne the recent
report on high teacher attrition
and understand its root causes,
I npact on teacher and student
norale as well as its effects on
| ear ni ng out cones, introduced today
by Counci | mrenber Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 15/ 2024

51

2/ 15/ 24 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
you, Council President. Thank you
to all of ny colleagues who
cosponsored this and thank you,
Counci|l President, to you and your
passion around this issue. And I
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that a resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the
resol ution is adopted.

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol uti on authorizing the

Comm ttee on Education to hold
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hearings to exam ne recent high
profile violent incidents between
parents, faculty and students at
m ddl e and hi gh school s, introduced
t oday by Council nenber Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

Those of us on the
Educati on Comm ttee know t hat
there's been a significant increase
in incidents involving adults and
young people and we want to exam ne
that, so | unfortunately nove for
t he adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution has
been adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w ||

signify by saying aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
They ayes have it, and the
resol ution is adopted.

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol uti on honoring and
congratul ati ng the Chanpi on of the
Week, Educator Victoria Best, the
Founder and Executive Director of
Victoria Uban Qutreach Tutoring
Services, a youth education and
mentorship programin the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a, introduced today by
Counci | mrenber Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

Again, | nove for the

adopti on of the resol ution.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution has
been adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the
resol uti on passes.

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol uti on recogni zi ng and honori ng
Kurt Evans for his inpact in
I mproving access to food,
est abl i shi ng wor kf orce devel opnent
opportunities for returning
citizens and contributing to a
thriving Black food culture in
Phi | adel phia, introduced today by

Counci | renber Landau.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Thank
you very much, Council President.

I nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution is
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the
resol ution is adopted.

CH EF CLERK: And the
resol uti on authorizing the

Commttee on G obal Qpportunities
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and the Creative/lnnovative Econony
to hold public hearings to explore
Phi | adel phi a's exi sting guarant eed
i ncone pilot prograns and the
potential for their expansion,

I ntroduced today by Council menber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Thank
you, Council President.

I nove for the adoption of
the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the
resol ution is adopted.

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol uti on honoring Renée Chenault
Fattah for her unwavering
dedi cation and commitnent to
excel | ence t hroughout her esteened
career, introduced today by
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President.

I nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that a resolution be
adopt ed.

All those in favor wl |l
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signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol uti on authorizing the
Comm ttee on Public Health and
Human Services to hol d heari ngs,
exam ni ng proposed solutions to
raci al disparities and the
nortality rate in the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a, introduced today by
Counci | mrenber Ahnmad.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Ni na Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove for the adoption of

t he resol ution.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the
resolution is adopted.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her resolutions on the Fina
Passage Cal endar, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That conpl etes our Cal endar for
t oday.

Are there any speeches on
behal f of the Mnority?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Are there any speeches on behal f of
the Majority? And | want to
start --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Counci | President --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
["msorry. It see it now

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Tag
him-- N ck has a speech.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It's cool.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Counci | menber O Rour ke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You got to press your button
because it's not up here. o
ahead. The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber N col as O Rourke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Thank
you, Council President. Can you
hear -- okay.

In ny main speech in this
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chanber, which was received with
m xed opi nion as many was sure to
| et nme know.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
W ain't singing today, Bro. W
ain't doing that.

(Laughter.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: |
wanted to be in that speech
i ntentional, pointed and cl ear
about several things but one in
particular, that | really, really
want to put noney in people's
pockets. | want to give people
noney.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Which is why today | introduced a
resol uti on authorizing the
Commi ttee on d obal Opportunities
and the Creative/lnnovative Econony
to hold public hearings to explore
Phi | adel phi a' s exi sting guarant eed

i ncone pilot prograns and the
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potential for their expansion to
nore and nore people across this
Cty.

Wien | first raised this
I ssue, | nentioned universal basic
i ncome in the tradition of
Dr. King's adoption of the idea in
the late '60s. And during this
Bl ack History Month, | think it's
particularly inportant to rem nd us
of King's unfinished work, his goal
of translating the political and
material gains of the Black Freedom
Movenent to poor people's
pocket books.

In the years and decades to
cone as long as the people wll
have ne here, and certainly after
my tine here is done, it is ny hope
that we can grasp the universal
aspect of King's vision across a
wi de range of issues, but
specifically for basic incone.

For now | want to start on
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what m ght be surprisingly famliar
ground, that of targeted guaranteed
i ncone. | speak today not to get
the ball rolling on this idea as if
it were a new or original idea, but
rather to pick up the baton from
where this body itself left it four
years ago.

In 2020, forner
Councillors; nanmely, Maria
Qui nones- Sanchez as well as
Council man Al'l an Donb had a vi sion
for a broad scal e guaranteed i ncone
programin Phil adel phia. They
shared this vision in the Poverty
Action Plan, which had support from
former Council President Darrell
Cl arke and community partners
across the City.

O course, a gl obal
pandem c threw a wench in their
plan, as it probably did for nost
of us, which in this plan

envi si oned cash transfers to people
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facing all too famliar challenges
inthe Cty, that is, noving noney
fromwhere it is to where it's not,
fromwhere it's currently kept to
where it's |l ong been needed. Cash
transfers to folk struggling,
struggl es |i ke pervasive poverty
that we talk all the tinme about,
struggles like transitioning out of
foster care. Like returning to
life after incarceration or those
who are fleeing donestic violence.

These are tines in people's
l'ives when the stakes can't be
hi gher, transitional phases when
their next nove mght literally
make or break their chances of
building a better life. The
Poverty Action Plan's vision for
uncondi ti onal cash transfers al so
I ncl uded Phi | adel phi ans fighting
addi ction, which is tinely and a
key detail in light of this

Council's efforts in conmbating the
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opioid crisis in Kensington and
ci tyw de.

And while that basic incone
pl an hasn't cone to fruition in
these halls, Philadel phians are
al ready experinenting with this
concept, nore than you m ght
expect. As we speak, there are
seven -- as we speak there are
seven guaranteed i nconme pil ot
prograns running in the Gty.

Five of these prograns
began just |ast year. Hundreds of
Phi | adel phi ans have received
guar ant eed i ncone paynents in the
| ast coupl e of years and hundreds
will in the years to cone. Soon we
wi |l have a unique wealth of |oca
data on the inpact of these kinds
of prograns.

By then, | believe it wll
be to the glory of this body and
this institution to have its own

strategy for a robust set of
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guaranteed initiatives that wl|
use this wealth of |ocal data
findings as part of its know edge
base. But |let ne just inpress upon
agai n what we al ready know about
what happens when fol ks are offered
guar ant eed support when we sinply
gi ve peopl e noney: | n nost
studi es, particularly when dealing
with fol ks bel ow t he poverty Ii ne,
famlies and individuals have nore
noney to feed thensel ves.

I ncreased food security is
literally the nbost common i npact
for program participants. Mre
often than not, participant
famlies see increased school
attendance and hi gher educati onal
attainnment. Good nutrition powers
better educational outcones, a fact
proven over and over and over
again. This one is key to ne.

These prograns hel p

al l eviate mental burdens, not
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havi ng enough noney to feed your
famly. That's a different kind of
stress that's too conmon anongst
our nei ghbors. You got to live it
to knowit. It's the kind of
pressure that can be tied to shane
or to guilt that can |lead to those
make or break deci sions.

And too often our society
crafts narratives around the have-
nots that conpound these pressures.
Even guaranteed incone isn't a
fix-all option, but it's becom ng
harder and harder to see why it
shoul dn't be a central tool in our
arsenal as we fight agai nst
poverty.

| envision such a program
bei ng known for its efficiency
since direct transfers can cut
t hrough the adm nistrative tape
that exists for the expressed
pur pose for slow ng support and

creates barriers for nmany who
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desperately need hel p.

Toget her we can draw in the
| ocal academ cs and participants
experinmenting in the world of
guar anteed i ncome. Experts from
around the country can see how we
m ght sharpen this particul ar
spear. So let ne close.

| understand this proposal
m ght run contrary to sone fol ks
norns and expectations, getting
sonet hing for nothing as sone m ght
put it goes against a certain kind
of commonsense. Yet, here's the
commonsense | think that we need,

" m convicted that we need.

The basi c assunption that
we nmust never forget, not getting
sonet hi ng for nothing, but rather
gi vi ng sonet hi ng because you're
soneone, because you exist, because
you breat he, because you need it.
And nore than we in power would

like to admt, we do have it to
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gi ve.

The Counci | menbers' pl an
from 2020 was neant for those down
on their luck trying to nmake real
change at key turning points in
their life. Al in a world where
what we've been through, famli al
trauma, abuse, incarceration,
addi ction can reinforce the fal se
i dea that they're a nobody, a
nobody who isn't deserving of
support in this way. Sonething
because you're soneone is the kind
of commonsense we need in Philly.

It's the kind of
conmonsense that we need in this
world quite frankly. It's a kind
of commonsense that's backed up by
research and tested in cities
across the country. Coll eagues,
what do you say we pick up the
bat ons agai n and get peopl e what
they keep telling us they need. W

can do it. So let's get it done.
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Thank you, Council
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes speeches by
the Majority, and | want to take a
noment to acknow edge because we
ext ended beyond t he public conment
part. We have two renowned, worl d-
renowned radi o personalities who
are here in support of the renam ng
of a street after the great Frankie
Beverly. [I'mgoing to ask for
Ms. Patty Jackson to pl ease stand
as well as Ms. Dyana Wllians to
pl ease stand.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Gentl e Lady from Ger mant own
wi || expound on their relationship
with the great Frankie Beverly.

But | also want to acknow edge, |
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call himworld entertainer but nost
inportantly the conmunity advocate
around all things gun violence, the

great Darryl Shuler from North

Phi | adel phi a.

Were's Darryl Shuler at,
right there? | want to acknow edge
himas well.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Gentl e Lady from Ger nant own,
Menber Cindy Bass, the floor is
yours to speak.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you. Thank you, M. President.
And Germantown via North
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: | just
wanted to say a few words. Nunber
one, | wanted to thank all of ny
col | eagues for their strong support

of this resolution in terns of a
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street-nam ng for Frankie Beverly.
When you think of Phil adel phia,
Franki e Beverly is sonmeone who
i mredi ately cones to mnd. He has
done so nmuch. He is homegrown.

He is soneone who is a
native of Phil adel phia and | oves
all things Phil adel phia. The good,
the not-so-good and everything in
bet ween he supports us day-in and
day-out. And so, | really wanted
to just follow up on the Counci
Presi dent's acknow edgenents and
recogni ze the great Patty
Jackson --

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  -- the
great Dyana WIllians --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: -- and
the great Darryl Shuler --

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  -- for

taking tinme out of their very busy
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schedul es today to conme down here.
Li sten, we've never noved this
fast. | got to tell you. W don't
usual ly start on tine, but we have
noved at warp speed today. | can't
think of the last tine in all ny
time on Council that we've gotten
done al nost by 11 o' clock, |ess
than an hour. So we really noved
very qui ckly today.

So in noving so quickly, we
weren't able to capture their
comment s during public comment, but
| ook forward to seeing
docunentaries and all kinds of
accol ades and interviews that are
going to be happening around this
very nonentous occasion that's
schedul ed sone tine for the spring.
So we want everyone to be included.
W want to make sure that everyone
knows all of the details as they
cone out.

And so, these are your
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sources. These are sone of your
sources, again Patty Jackson, Dyana
Wl lianms and Darryl Shuler who wll
be spreading the word about the
great work that this Council is
doi ng and in honoring one of our
own who has brought so many
wonder ful things to Phil adel phi a,

i ncludi ng nost inportantly in ny
opi nion great nusic and great
menories to each and every one of
us.
So t hank you,
M. President.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Before | let go.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Before
| let go. Ckay, all right.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Congratul ati ons. Good j ob.
Counci | woman N na Ahnmad.
COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Thank
you, M. President.

| want to speak to the
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resol ution we introduced today.
The rate of maternal death has been
rising steadily ever since we
started neasuring it 34 years ago,
up to 457 percent. My daughters
today are nore at risk than I was
since they were born. It is
i nperative we drive it down.

Critical to note the
alarm ng fact that Black maternal
nortality rate is three to four
times higher and they are nore
likely to die during pregnancy,
childbirth or postpartum peri od.
Every | evel of government has a
role to play.

There has been work done in
this regard as far back as 2018
when our current Vice-president was
Senator, Kamala Harris, and
Congr esswoman Al ma Adans had
i ntroduced the Maternal Care Act in
2018. And finally, in 2021

Novenber President Biden signed a
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version of that bill that cane
under Congresswoman Underwood as a
hi storic omi bus | egi sl ation which
has 13 bills included init.

W' ve had our own work done
here in Pennsylvania and in
Phi | adel phi a. Pennsyl vani a House
Bill 2110 of 2019 to 2020 requiring
mandatory inplicit bias training
for all state licensed health
prof essi onal s by our own
Repr esentati ve Morgan Cephas and
many nenbers of our Phil adel phia
Del egation. It has been in
comm ttee and we want to nmake sure
we advocate for that to get
t hr ough.

And in our own City, ny
col |l eague Kathle -- Kath -- not
Kat hl een -- Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson who is co-introducing
this resolution with nme today, has
been recogni zing along with ny

Counci | col | eague C ndy Bass
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recogni zi ng and supporting the
heal th and wel | ness of Bl ack nonmas
and birthing peopl e by
acknow edgi ng Bl ack Maternal Health
Week in April.

The hearing in the Public
Health Committee that we wll be
i ntroduci ng and nmaki ng sure we have
a good hearing on this wll be
bui | di ng on the work done by so
many who have sounded the al arm

In 2019, Council menber
C ndy Bass had a great hearing,
actually | testified in that
hearing. And however, there was a
panden ¢ soon after and progress
has stalled. So we need to revisit
the public conversation about this,
and the Gty has a duty to exam ne
the role in reduci ng nmaternal
nortality and elimnating racial
di sparities while al so advocati ng
for solutions on a federal and

state | evel
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| want to thank all ny
Counci | menbers who signed on to
this resolution, and I | ook forward
to a robust hearing and we wll be
scheduling it soon.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Counci | mrenber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

First, | just want to thank
Counci | menber Rue Landau for
i ntroduci ng the resolution for
Kurt. Kurt is a great guy. He's
t he founder of Down North Pizza on
Lehi gh Avenue in the 5th Council
District, which hired -- before he
| eft the business, hired
i ncarcerated individuals to work at
his pizza shop. So | want to thank

you for that, Kurt.
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Counci | woman Ahmad, thank
you for your resolution. Parts of
Nort h Phil adel phi a have the hi ghest
rates of nortality -- materna
nortality rates in the country. So
| ook forward to havi ng that
conversation in your Public Health
Commi tt ee.

But |'m speaking today to
just thank a group of people who
hel ped nme out this Saturday. This
past Saturday we went to Strawberry
Mansi on to a bl ock that was hit by
tragedy on January 14th. There
were two individuals killed with a
total of six shot at an illegal
speakeasy in the Strawberry Mansion
section of North Phil adel phi a.

That was the talk of the
time, the talk of the news at the
time. The news caneras cane. The
police were there. But once a
shooting is over and the caneras

are off and the sirens are gone,
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what is left for a block, what is
|l eft for a conmunity.

And so, this past Saturday
we went door-to-door on that bl ock
to let those residents know t hat
your City governnent is here for
them W provided resources to the
menbers of the block. W gave them
i nformati on on who to contact for
what ever issues they may be having,
and it was a good feeling.

Those fol ks were
appreciative. And | want to thank
the residents of the 2400 bl ock of
Myrtl ewood Street in North
Phi | adel phia for being receptive to
us, allowing us to conme on their
block to talk to them to neet them
where they're at and provide
resour ces.

| want to thank State
Representative Roni G een for
participating, Strawberry Mansion

Communi ty Concern, Pastor WIIiam
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Ham | ton and the First Church
Worship Center, Black Mle
Communi ty Council, Tenple
Uni versity Medical School, Charles
Scott and Tenple University
Hospital, the Departnent of
Behavi oral Health and Intell ectual
Di sabilities, Network of Neighbors,
Phi | adel phi a Conm ssi on on Human
Rel ati ons, Shirley My and the
Tenpl e University Lenfest Center
for Workforce Partnership,

Phi | adel phia Anti-Drug Anti -
Vi ol ence Network al so known as
PAAN, Eddie's House, ny good friend
Tyrone Morris, 24th Ward Leader
Keith Harris and nost inportantly
my staff for putting this together.
That was the first tine we
did this, but it will not be the
last. So for all who are in North
Phi | adel phi a hear ny voi ce, when
tragedy strikes, you can al ways

count on us to be there for you.
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W may not be able to stop crine,
but we can be able to provide you
Wi th resources to help you cope
with the issues that you're dealing
with in your conmunities.

So thank you so nuch,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Good worKk.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Thank
you so nuch. Thank you,
Counci | mrenbers. Thank you, Counci
Pr esi dent .

First, just want to say a
note to ny coll eague Jay Young for
his remarks he just said. You
know, as the forner head of the
Phi | adel phi a Conm ssi on on Human
Rel ati ons, | know far too nuch

about the ripple effect that crine
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has on nei ghborhoods, and it is not
just that horrific tragedy that
happens, but it affects bl ocks and
communi ti es and nei ghbor hoods and
we all have to be here together to
hel p communities heal and to grow
stronger and hel p them nmake
connecti ons.

And it sounds like that's
exactly what you did this weekend,
so thank you so much for that and
we're here for you. Any tine you
call on us we'll be there.

And al so, | want to thank
everyone who supported ny
resol uti on honoring Phil adel phi a
Chef Kurt Evans, who's nmade his
storefront a safe haven for
formerly incarcerated people who
are seeking a new life in our city.

My resolution introduced
t oday honors not only Chef Evans,
but his advancenent of civil rights

t hrough the food and hospitality
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I ndustry, creating career
opportunities for returning
citizens and youth and draw ng
attention to issues affecting Bl ack
Phi | adel phi ans.

During Black H story Month
and continually, | believe Gty
Counci |l must uplift and highlight
t he experiences, expertise and work
of Bl ack Phil adel phi ans who nmake up
the vibrant and diverse tapestry of
our city. I'mso grateful for Chef
Evans' advocacy and for his
contributions to North Phil adel phia
and our entire GCty.

H s work serving his
community is not only delicious, it
serves as an inspiration and
notivation for all of us. So thank
you, Chef Evans.

Second, 1'd like to take a
nonment to thank ny col | eagues for
your support noving ny Tax

Preparation Transparency bill into
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comm ttee [ast week. It's tax
season as we all know, and too many
Phi | adel phi ans shell out too nuch
noney for conmercial tax prep,
unaware of free alternatives.

The intention of ny Tax
Preparation Services bill is to
nmake nore people aware of free tax
preparation services and to neke
hi dden fees fromfor-profit
preparers nore transparent. This
is a small but inportant step to
ensure nore noney stays in the
pockets of | ow and noderate incone
Phi | adel phi ans, and especially the
el derly.

When it cones to financi al
deci sions, all Phil adel phi ans
shoul d have the right to make
I nformed decisions. And this bil
Is ainmed at giving working people
who can't hire expensive financial
pl anners a fuller picture of free

resources that are available to
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them including nmaking for-profit
tax preparers disclose their fees.

According to the IRS, there
are approxi mately 240, 000
Phi | adel phi ans who are eligible for
VI TA services, but |ess than 25
percent, a quarter, take advantage
of these services. |It's crucial to
note each year | ow and noderate
i ncone Phil adel phi ans are | eavi ng
literally mllions of dollars on
the table of unclainmed tax credits,
noney that can go into their
pockets if they took advantage of
VI TA and TCE

I'"'mexcited to stand up for
consuner protection. And again,
I'"d like to thank ny col | eagues for
sharing nmy passion. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
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Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

| rise to acknow edge ny
col | eagues. Today's actions, if
you |l ook at it, whether you talk
about Menber Young dealing with
post-traumatic stress of gun
vi ol ence, knocking on those doors,
bri ngi ng those resources matter.
Bad things are going to happen.
It's what we do after it happens
that matters to the people on that
bl ock.

I want to al so acknow edge
Menber O Rourke. \Wen he tal ked
about -- when public comment tal ked
about we're not addressing systemc
I ssues of poverty and structural
racism | would argue that we are.
W say it different. We do it
differently maybe, but the intent
of what you're tal king about

addr esses that.
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Wien we | ook at sone of the
work that's being done now with
Menmber Landau, which she just
tal ked about, it addresses a |ot of
the issues that public conment
raises. Sonetinmes we say it
different. Sometinmes we call it
sonething different, but it has the
sane intent and inpact. So | want
to acknow edge ny col | eagues for
doi ng the work, for actually not
just tal king about it but being
about it in their work.

So, M. President, thank
you and the body for noving the
agenda, noving the agenda beyond
just words but into our actions,

i nto our budget and into our
policies. So thank you,
col | eagues.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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| thought we had a Task Force on
Reparations. | thought we
addressed that a long tinme ago, but
it's a different conversation.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
( Shaki ng head).

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re good?

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
( Noddi ng head).

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Ckay. Your light is on.

Any ot her speeches?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
No, okay. |If there are no
speeches, the Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Thomas for a notion
to adj ourn.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

I nove that City Counci
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stand adj ourned until Thursday,
February 22, 2024. And if you
haven't noticed, 10:00 a.m
pronptly.

( Appl ause.)

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday, February
22, 2024 at 10:00 a.m

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
They ayes have it.

(Stated Meeting adj ourned
at 11:03 a.m)
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and evidence noted are contained fully and
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Court Reporter - Notary Public
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of the same by any nmeans, unless under the
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