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5/ 4/ 23 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
norning. W're going to get started.
Thank you very much. W have established
our quorum so we wll now cone to order.

To give our invocation this
norni ng, the Chair recognizes Pastor
Dar nel | Deans of Venango House Community
Center of Praise and Wirship. He is here
today as ny guest, and | nust say he is a
very, very good friend, a |longtine
friend.

So | would ask all nenbers and
guests to please rise for the invocation.

( Counci | menbers and guests
rise.)

PASTOR DEANS: (Good nor ni ng.

( Good norni ng.)

PASTOR DEANS: | first give
praise to ny Lord and savior, Jesus
Christ, who is truly first inny life. |
woul d i ke to thank himfor waking nme up
this norning and starting ne on ny way.
| want to thank himfor giving ne the
strength to see a brand new day.
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5/ 4/ 23 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON

| want to take the opportunity
and thank ny friend, President Council man
Darrell C arke, for this opportunity and
to the nen and wonen of City Council for
t he opportunity to stand before you and
gi ve you praise and give the Lord praise
for you.

Let us pray.

Most graci ous and heavenly
Fat her who woke us up this norning and
started us on our way, we say thank you
for giving us the strength to see a brand
new day. Fromthe rising of the sun
until the going down of the sanme, you are
nost worthy to be prai sed.

W say, Lord, that we ask that
you wat ch over these nen and these wonen
as they do what thus say of the Lord as
t hey govern over this great city. W ask
that you build that fence of protection
around them gqguide them nold them and
| ead themto the path that where there is
only righteousness in your nanesake that,
Fat her God, they can continue to do the
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5/4/ 23 - STATED - APPROVAL OF JOURNAL
great work of this great city.

W ask that you bl ess each and
every one of themand their famlies and
everybody that's gathered here under the
sound of ny voice, that you protect them
you watch them and when they |eave this
pl ace, Father God, send them back hone to
their famlies in the way that they cane.

| n Jesus' nost precious nane,

we pray.
Anen.
( Anen.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

Council wll be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Pastor, thank you so nmuch for that
| nvocation and your spiritual guidance
this norning. W really appreciate it,
and we need it.

Qur next order of business is
t he approval of the Journal of the
neeti ng of Thursday, April 27, 2023, and
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5/ 4/ 23 - STATED - LEAVES
the Chair recogni zes Counci | wonan Bass.

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that the Journal
of the neeting of Thursday, April 27th,
2023 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It
has been noved and properly seconded t hat
the Journal of the neeting of Thursday,
April 27, 2023 stand approved.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and our Journal is
approved.

And our next order of business
| S requests for | eave of absence, and the
Chair recogni zes Counci |l man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. On behalf of the nenbers
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5/ 4/ 23 - STATED - MOTI ON CONCERNI NG CALENDAR

of Council, there are no requests for
| eaves of absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair thanks the gentl eman.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | wman Bass for a notion concerni ng
certain legislative matters that may
arise during the course of today's
session of Council that were not |isted
on the Calendar circulated prior to
t oday' s agenda.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that any of the
followng matters, if considered today,
may be added to the agenda for this
session of Council and, as required by
| aw, subsequently published on an anmended
agenda after the consideration of those
matters: resolutions authorizing
heari ngs, anendnents to bills on first
readi ng, the reconsideration of a bill
vetoed by or re-called fromthe Myor,
amendnents to bills re-called fromthe
Mayor, resolutions taking substantive
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action to be voted on in this session, a
notion to withdraw a bill or resolution
that is not on the Cal endar, and a notion
placing a bill or resolution on or
returning a bill or resolution fromthe
Suspension Calendar that is not |isted on
t oday' s Cal endar.

The purpose of this notion is
to provide the public with notice
concerni ng possi ble actions by Counci |
that arose too late to be included on the
Cal endar that was published prior to
t oday' s sessi on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. |It's been noved and properly

18 seconded that the legislative matters
19 stated by Council woman Bass may be added
20 to the agenda for today, should those
21 matters arise during the course of this
22 Counci | session.
23 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
24 aye.
25 (Aye.)
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5/ 4/ 23 - STATED - COMMUNI CATI ONS

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it and the notion carri es.

And our next order of business
I s conmuni cations, and |'d ask the Cerk
to pl ease read the nessages fromthe
Mayor and any additional conmmuni cations
that may have in his possession.

CH EF CLERK: Fromthe Mayor to
the President and nenbers of the Council
of the Gty of Philadel phia, | am pl eased
to advise you that on May 1, 2023, |
signed the followng bill, which was
passed by Council at its session on April
20, 2023: Bill No. 230009- AA, and that
on May 1, 2023, | signed the foll ow ng
bills, which were passed by Council at
its session on April 27, 2023: Bill Nos.
220969 and 230150.

And | amtransmtting for the
consi derati on of your honorable body a
resol uti on proposi ng an anendnent to The
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Phi | adel phia Hone Rule Charter to all ow
the Adm nistrative Board to rel ax
restrictions on dual governnent
enpl oynent by Gty enployees, and | am
transmtting for the consideration of
your honorable body a draft of a
resol uti on appoi nti ng Doug Hager, Joel
Spi vak, Shannon Mal donado, Edward Garci a,
Ni col e Wegand, Taylor Jenkins, and El ena
Brennan and Samant ha Shaw to the Board of
Directors for the South Street Headhouse
District; and

An ordi nance providing for the
subm ssion to the qualified el ectors of
the Gty of Philadel phia of the proposal
set forth in a Resolution approved by
Counci | proposing an anendnent to the
Phi | adel phia Hone Rule Charter to all ow
the Adm nistrative Board to rel ax
restrictions on dual governnent
enpl oynent by Gty enpl oyees; and

An ordi nance aut hori zing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property to enter
I nto a subl ease agreenent with The Mugee
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5/ 4/ 23 - STATED - COMMUNI CATI ONS
Hospital for Conval escents doi ng busi ness
as Magee Rehabilitation Hospital -
Jefferson Health for use by the Gty of
all or a portion of the prem ses | ocated
at 1617 John F. Kennedy Boul evard; and

An ordi nance authori zing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property to enter
into a | ease agreenent with Hope Pl aza,
| ncorporated for use by the Gty of all
or a portion of the prem ses | ocated at
2150 West Sonerset Street; and

An ordi nance authori zing the
Conmmi ssi oner of Public Property to enter
into a | ease agreenent with BAM RBC 1
LLC, for use by the Gty of all or a
portion of the prem ses |ocated at 2807
t hrough 2817 Sout hanpt on Road; and

An ordi nance authori zing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property to
execute -- to acquire fee sinple title or
a |l esser real estate interest to all or a
portion of a parcel of land |ocated in
and about the area bounded by Castor
Avenue, Richnond Street, Lew s Street,
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5/ 4/ 23 - STATED - COMMUNI CATI ONS

and North Del aware Avenue; and

An ordi nance aut hori zing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property to enter
into a | ease agreenent with | nnerport
Busi ness Conpl ex Associ ates for use by
the Gty of all or a portion of the
prem ses | ocated at 7801 Essi ngton
Avenue; and

An ordi nance authori zing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property to enter
i nto a subl ease agreenent with the
Phi | adel phia Munici pal Authority for use
by the Gty of all or a portion of the
Prem ses | ocated at 8716 through 20
Frankf ord Avenue; and

An ordi nance aut horizing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property to convey
to the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a all
or a portion of a parcel or parcels of
| and i n and about the area bounded by
Bel nront Avenue, Mantua Avenue, 42nd
Street, and West G rard Avenue; and

An ordi nance authorizing the
Commi ssi oner of Public Property to grant
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5/4/ 23 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS
to the Pennsyl vani a Departnent of
Transportation, an easenent on a portion
of the parcel or parcels of land in and
about the area bounded by Market Street,
24th Street, Spruce Street and the
Schuyl kill River; and

An ordi nance authori zing the
Comm ssioner of Public Property to enter
into a | ease agreenent with | npact
Services Corporation for the use by the
Cty of the Prem ses |ocated at 1952 East
Al | egheny Avenue, all under certain terns
and conditi ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, M. Decker.

That concl udes our
communi cati on for today.

And our next order of business
is the introduction of bills and
resolutions, and | would ask the Cerk to
pl ease read the title of the | egislation
that's being offered today.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Thonas
offers a privileged resolution honoring
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and congratul ati ng the Chanpions of the
Week, public servants Zelma Carroll,
Dar | ene Booker-Jones, Cheryl Col ubri al e,
and Sarah Jones, who devote their lives
to benefitting the Gty of Phil adel phia
for the commobn good.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President.

Good norni ng, coll eagues.

| just want to take a nonent to
acknow edge the fact that |ast week, this
Cty Council body passed a resolution
nam ng the nonth of May as Public Servant
Month as we | ook to recogni ze the

18 different workers in Gty governnent and

19 | et them know that they're very nuch

20 appr eci at ed.

21 The people that we are

22 recogni zi ng today are all amazi ng people

23 who have done great work for the City of

24 Phi | adel phia and we want to give them

25 their flowers while they can still snell
LEXI TAS
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5/4/ 23 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS
t hem

| also want to take a nonent to
recogni ze our fornmer DC Counci |
President. | know that resolution is
going to happen a little |later today, but
unfortunately I won't be able to be here.
So, Council President, | also would Iike
to take a | eave for today's session and
be recorded as aye on all bills and
resol uti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you, Councilman. And
that will be on today's Cal endar, and

| eave shall be granted for Council man
Thonas.

CH EF CLERK: Council man Jones
offers one bill and one resolution. On
behal f of Council President d arke, an
ordi nance aut hori zing the Comm ssi oner of
Public Property to enter into a subl ease
agreenment with The Magee Hospital for
Conval escents doi ng busi ness as Magee
Rehabilitation Hospital - Jefferson
Health for use by the Cty of all or a
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5/4/ 23 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS
portion of the prem ses |ocated at 1617
John F. Kennedy Boul evard.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And on his own
behal f, Council man Jones offers a
non-privileged resolution also nam ng the
6000 Bl ock of Callowhill Street as
"Bi shop O.T. Jones \Way."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Johnson offers two bills and four
resolutions, entitled "An ordi nance
aut hori zing the Comm ssioner of Public
Property, on behalf of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, to enter into a | ease
agreenment with Innerport Business Conpl ex
Associ ates for use by the Gty of all or
a portion of the prem ses | ocated at 7801
Essi ngt on Avenue. "

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an ordi nance

LEXI TAS
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aut hori zing the Comm ssioner of Public
Property to grant to the Pennsyl vani a
Depart nent of Transportation, an easenent
on a portion of the parcel or parcels of
| and i n and about the area bounded by

Mar ket Street, 24th Street, Spruce Street
and the Schuylkill River.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol ution celebrating the 75th
Anni versary of the foundation of the
State of Israel.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol ution authorizing the Conm ttee on
Education to hold hearings to eval uate
exi sting support services for Early
Chi | dhood Education and Pre-K Centers and
Providers and to exam ne the rol e of
hi gh-quality Early Chil dhood Educati on
and Pre-K opportunities in addressing
chi | dhood poverty and pronoting the
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5/4/ 23 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS
future academ c success of children in
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah,
Council President. | just want to take a
nonment as you i ntroduce the next
resol uti on honoring and recogni zi ng Meeka
Qutlaw for the heroismand bravery she
exhi bited while providing aid to a
three-year-old child injured by gunfire
this past Sunday on April the 30th of
2023 in Gays Ferry, South Phil adel phi a.

Meeka Qutlaw, who is a |ocal
resident in Gays Ferry, was unl oadi ng
groceries out of her car when she noticed
a nmother and child in distress and the
child was hit by gunfire. M. Qutlaw
drove the child and nother to the
Phi | adel phia Fire Departnent Engi ne 47 on
Grays Ferry Avenue while alerting first
responders. The first responders
i mmedi ately junped in and stabilized the
boy and rushed himto Children Hospital's
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5/4/ 23 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS
of Phil adel phia, where he is nowin a
stabl e condi tion.

So | wanted to take a nonent.
| have known Ms. Meeka Qutl aw for several
years as a community | eader. She's also
a teacher. She's also a graduate of ny
alma mater, Mansfield University. But,
nost inportantly, it's acts of bravery
and heroi sm such as this that all
Phi | adel phi ans shoul d take notice of when
we see incidents of gun violence taking
place in the Gty of Phil adel phi a,
particularly inpacting our young peopl e,
and as opposed to videotaping the
| nci dents taking place, actually getting
i nvolved and trying to save the |ife of a
young person.

So could we just take a nonent
and acknow edge this young | ady, Meeka
Qut | aw.

Meeka, can you pl ease stand.

(St andi ng ovation.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you, Council man.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: And
t hank you so nmuch. W really appreciate
what you did, what you stand for.

That wll be on today's
Cal endar .

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol uti on honoring and recogni zi ng Meeka
Qutl aw for the heroismand the bravery
she exhibited while providing aid to a
3-year-old child injured by gunfire.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privil eged
resol ution honoring H's Em nence, Dr.
Samuel Eneka Kanu Uche for his
out standi ng service to the Methodi st
Church of Nigeria and welcomng himto
the Gty of Phil adel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
Lozada of fers an ordi nance authori zi ng
t he Conm ssioner of Public Property, on
behalf of the Cty of Philadelphia, to
enter into a | ease agreenent with I npact
Services Corporation for the use by the
Cty of the Prem ses |located at 1952 East
Al | egheny Avenue.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to committee.

Hol d on, M. Decker.

| f anyone has a device that
makes any kind of sound, please turn it
off, on silent, or airport node or
what ever. Bottomline, just please turn
it off. Thank you.

|'"'msorry, M. Decker. Please
pr oceed.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
Vaughn offers a privil eged resol ution
recogni zi ng the Phil adel phia Section of
t he National Council of Negro Wnen,
| ncorporated on the occasion of its 75th
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Anni versary.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
Harrity offers a privileged resolution
honoring Catherine G Scott, President of
AFSCMVE District Council 47 and
recogni zi ng her | eadership, activism and
representati on of Phil adel phia workers,
working to inprove the lives of all
Phi | adel phi ans.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Councilman Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Thank vyou,
Counci | President.

Today 1'd |i ke to honor
Cat herine Scott, President of AFSCMVE
District Council 47. Ms. Scott has
dedi cated her career to assisting those
i n nost need of help, beginning with her
career as a social worker in the
Phi | adel phia Prisons and the Riverview
Hone for the Aged.

Ms. Scott took an active role
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5/4/ 23 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS
I n AFSCME Local 2187 and quickly rose to
key | eadership positions. M. Scott has
been a tenuous advocate for union |abor
and City enpl oyees and in 2007 becane the
first female President of District
Counci | 47.

Ms. Scott continues to advocate
for workers. Ms. Scott serves as the
Vi ce President of the Phil adel phia
AFL-CI O and is a nenber of the
Phi | adel phia Coalition of Labor Union
Wnen, fornerly serving as the executive
board nenber.

Ms. Scott al so served on the
Pennsyl vania AFL-CI O Wrk and Famly
Comm ttee and has been a delegate to the
Pennsyl vani a AFL-Cl O Conventions, the
District Council 47 Del egate Assenbly,
and AFSCME | nternati onal Conventi ons.

Cat herine Scott has dedi cated
her professional |life to advocating for
the rights of workers throughout
Phi | adel phi a and beyond, and her policies
have achi eved tangi ble results which have
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meani ngfully benefitted the Iives of
Phi | adel phi ans.

It is nmy privilege to honor
Ms. Scott and express ny sincerest
adm ration for her work.

Stand up, Ms. Scott.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

(St andi ng ovation.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci | man.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Council President. | want to also echo
the sentinments of ny colleague Council man
JimHarrity in regards to honoring
Ms. Cathy Scott.

| had the opportunity to neet
Cathy Scott when | first becane a
Counci | person nmaking a transition from
being a State Representative, and |'ve
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al ways adm red her dedication, conmm tnment
and, nost inportantly, fighting for
wor ki ng- cl ass peopl e.

| renmenber when | nade the
transition frombeing a State
Representative to a Gty Council person, |
worked with SEIU on the state | evel and
then when | nmade the transition as a
Counci | person, | knew how to work around
the building trades, but when I becane a
Counci | person, | understood that the hard
wor ki ng- cl ass enpl oyees that work for the
City of Phil adel phia that cone from
District Council 47 actually keeps the
Cty of Phil adel phia noving forward.

And so | renenber your passion,

18 your dedication, and your conmtnent of
19 being on the front line fighting for your
20 menbers, and so | just want to personally
21 say as well congratul ati ons and keep up
22 t he good work.
23 .- -
24 ( Appl ause.)
25 - - -
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci | man.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Squi |l | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President.

|"d like to wel cone sone fol ks
that are here today. |'d like to wel cone
David G bson and the Gol den Rul e group.
The Golden Rule is a sailing vessel
touring the U S. to pronbte the Treaty on
the Prohibition of Nuclear Wapons, and
the Golden Rule is a project for Veterans
for Peace. It's a great group of folks
who are out there really working hard to
pronot e peace throughout the country, and

18 we passed the resolution |ast week to
19 bring attention to this cause.
20 |'d like to give David, wel cone
21 to Council and thank you for
22 participating in the process.
23 .- -
24 ( Appl ause.)
25 - - -
LEXI TAS
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you, Council man.

And congratul ations. Thank
you.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
Gauthier offers two bills and one
resolution, entitled "An ordi nance
revising parking reqgqulations for the
north side of 49th Street, Paschall
Avenue to Grays Avenue; the east side of
Grays Avenue, 49th street to Lindbergh
Boul evard: and, the east side of
Li ndber gh Boul evard, G ays Avenue to
Har |l ey Avenue."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to committee.

CH EF CLERK: And an ordi nance
del egating to the Streets Departnent the
authority to establish certain parking
restrictions by regulation on both sides
of Wal nut Street between 40th Street and
63rd Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to commttee.
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CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution renam ng the
5200 bl ock of Wal usi ng Avenue "Nehem ah
Davi s Way. "

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
Driscoll offers two bills, entitled "An
ordi nance aut hori zing the Comm ssi oner of
Public Property to acquire fee sinple
title or a lesser real estate interest to
all or a portion of a parcel of |and
| ocated in and about the area bounded by
Cast or Avenue, Richnond Street, Lew s
Street, and North Del aware Avenue."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to committee.

CH EF CLERK: And an ordi nance
aut hori zing the Comm ssi oner of Public
Property to enter into a subl ease
agreenment with the Phil adel phia Mini ci pal
Aut hority for use by the Cty of the
Prem ses | ocated at 8716 through 20
Frankford Avenue.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to committee.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
O Neill offers an ordi nance authori zi ng
t he Conm ssioner of Public Property to
enter into a | ease agreenent with BAM
RBC 1, for use by the Cty of all or a
portion of the prem ses | ocated at 2807
t hrough 2817 Sout hanpt on Road.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to committee.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Squilla offers eight resolutions,
entitled a "Resol ution appointing Doug
Hager to the Board of Directors for the
South Street Headhouse District"; and

A resol ution appointing Edward
Garcia to the Board of Directors for the
South Street Headhouse District; and

A resol ution appointing El ena
Brennan to the Board of Directors for the
South Street Headhouse District; and

A resol ution appointing Joel
Spivak to the Board of Directors for the
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South Street Headhouse District; and

A resol ution appointing N cole
Wegand to the Board of Directors for the
South Street Headhouse D strict; and

A resol ution appointing
Samant ha Shaw to the Board of Directors
for the South Street Headhouse District;
and

A resol ution appoi nti ng Shannon
Mal donado to the Board of Directors for
the South Street Headhouse District; and

A resol uti on appointing Tayl or
Jenkins to the Board of Directors for the
South Street Headhouse District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to committee.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | wonman Bass
of fers an ordi nance authori zing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property to enter
into a | ease agreenent with Hope Pl aza,
| ncorporated for use by the Gty of all
or a portion of the prem ses | ocated at
2150 West Sonerset Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
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week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
other bills or resolutions being offered
today by the nenbers, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very much, M. Decker.

Qur next order of business is
reports fromcommttee, and the Chair
recogni zes Councilman Squilla for a
report fromthe Coormttee on Fi nance.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. The Conmttee on Finance
reports three bills with a favorable
recomrendat i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

M. Decker, please read that
report.

CH EF CLERK: To the President
and nenbers of the Council of the City of
Phi | adel phia, the Conm ttee on Fi nance,
to which was referred Bill No. 230186,
entitled "An ordi nance authorizing an
i ncrease in the non-el ectoral
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| ndebt edness of the Gty within the
Pennsyl vani a constitutional limt;
aut hori zing the Bond Committee to sell
bonds at public or private negoti at ed
sale, to provide funds toward vari ous
capi tal nunici pal purposes; providing for
appropriations to the Sinking Fund
Comm ssion for the paynment of such bonds;
and aut hori zing agreenents to provide
credit or paynent or liquidity sources
for the bonds in connection with issuance
of the bonds": and

Bill No. 230250, entitled "An

ordi nance anending Bill No. 190935 of the
Council of the Gty of Phil adel phi a,
approved by the Mayor on Decenber 18,
2019, to authorize the refundi ng of
addi ti onal series of outstandi ng general
obl i gati on bonds; authorizing the
purchase by The Cty of Phil adel phi a,
fromtine to tinme, of any of its
out st andi ng general obligation debt;
aut hori zing the anendnent, novation or
termnation, fromtine to tine, of any
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agreenent to nanage interest costs
i ncurred in connection with The City of
Phi | adel phi a's general obligation debt;
and further anending said Ordinance (Bill
No. 190935) to authorize the paynent by
The Cty of Philadel phia from proceeds of
general obligation refundi ng bonds of any
requi red settlenent paynents and rel ated
requi red anounts in connection with the
term nation of any such agreenents to
manage i nterest costs"; and

Bill No. 230251, entitled "An
or di nance aut hori zi ng and approving the
execution and delivery of one or nore
suppl enents to an exi sting service
agreenment (or a new service agreenent on
substantially the sane terns) between The
Cty of Phil adel phia and the Phil adel phi a
Redevel opnent Authority relating to a
conpr ehensi ve nei ghborhood transfornmation
program the issuance by the Phil adel phia
Redevel opnent Authority, fromtine to
time, of bonds, notes or other evidence
of indebtedness to refund bonds, notes or
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ot her evidence of indebtedness issued to
refinance such nei ghbor hood
transformati on program and the
obligation of The Cty of Philadelphia to
pay the anpunts payabl e under such
servi ce agreenent; and authori zing
certain Gty officers to take certain
actions required to issue bonds, notes or
ot her evi dence of indebtedness,"
respectfully reports it has consi dered
the sanme and returns the attached bills
to Council with a favorable
recomrendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

The Chair again recogni zes
Counci | man Squi l | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove that the rules of
Council be suspended as to permt the
first reading this day of Bills No.
230136, 230250 -- | mean 230186, 230250,
and 230251.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that the rules of
Counci |l be suspended so as to permt the
first reading this day of Bills No.
230186, 230250, 230251.

Al those in favor indicate by
sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and these bills wll be
pl aced on our First Readi ng Cal endar
t oday.

Qur next order of business is
consi deration of the Calendar. | note
that the bills just reported from
commttee with a suspension of the rules
have been deened to have had their first
reading. They will be on our Final
Passage Cal endar at our next session of
Counci | .
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As there are no additi onal
bills on the First Readi ng Cal endar, the
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones for the
pur pose of calling up bills and
resol uti ons on our Final Passage Cal endar
t oday.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. The follow ng resolutions
and bills are being called up from Second
Readi ng to Final Passage Cal endars today:
Nos. 230332, 230333, 230334, 230337,
230338, 230339, 23 -- correction; 221017,
221018, and 230127. Al other bills are
bei ng hel d.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you, Council man.

Bef ore considering the

resolutions and bills, we will have our
public comment session. It will go as
foll ows:

Your public comment nust
concern matters on the Second Readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endar at our session for
t oday.
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Al l speakers nmust sign up in
order to testify. |If you haven't already
done so, you may sign up at the table
out side of the Council Chanbers with the
Sergeant-at-Arnms. Once you have si gned
up, you wll be called in the order in
whi ch your nane appears on the sign-up
sheet .

Today we'l|l have three m nutes
to speak. We ask you to please adhere to
that tinme imt. |In order to be fair, we
will hold faithfully to that tine limt
to allow an opportunity for everyone who
w shes to speak to speak.

When your three m nutes have
passed, when your tinme cones, you wll
see a podiumon -- a device, |'msorry,
on the podium \When the |ight turns
green on that device, it wll be your
time to speak. Wen the |ight turns
yellow, you wll have 30 seconds to
concl ude your remarks. And when the
| ight turns red, we'd ask that you adhere
to our guidelines and concl ude your
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remar ks.

| want to thank you very mnuch
for your participation today and thank
you for com ng and participating in your
government in action.

M. Decker, please call the
first -- sorry. Before we do that, the
Chair recogni zes Council woman G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, Council President.

For the record, I1'd like to be
recorded as voting aye on the commttee
reports. Ckay?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

Let the record reflect that
Counci |l wman G | nore Ri chardson was an
aye vote on the commttee report.

Thank you, Council wonman.

M. Decker, please call the
first nane on the I|ist.

CH EF CLERK: The first speaker
today, M. President, is Brenda Robi nson,
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commenting on 230334.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Ms. Robi nson, are you in attendance
t oday?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Brenda Robi nson?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Not
her e.

M. Decker, go to the next nane
on the |ist.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
is Cathy Scott, commenting on a
resolution introduced today by Council man
Harrity.

(Wtnesses approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. SCOIT: (Good norning,
Council President Clarke. M nane is
Cat herine Scott, fornerly -- recently
retired President of AFSCME District
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Council 47. | want to thank Gty Council
for honoring ne today with the resolution
that is before you.

As all successful union |eaders
know, any successful career is a team
effort. | have been fortunate to have
been supported by wonderful officers and
staff, sone of whom have been able to
join me here today, Yvonne Harris, Robert
Harris, David WIlson, and | know t hat
there are other people in the audi ence
supporting ne, and April G getts, who is

the -- | didn't see her on the other
side -- the President of D strict Council
47 .

Qur attorneys at WIlig,
WIllianms and Davi dson have been
i nval uable to ne in their advocacy on our
union's behal f, but nost of all, | have
to have the support of the nenbers first
of Local 2187 and |l ater the | ocals of
District Council 47, and of course | have
al ways been supported by ny famly.
Wthout this incredible teameffort, |
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woul d not be receiving this recognition
t oday.

| have seen our union grow over
many years of involvenent in the | abor
novenent, but the newfound energy in
organi zing and fighting for workers'
rights and basic human rights is a joy
for me to see.

Qur newest nenbers, cultural
wor kers wor king for wealthy non-profits,
have had to fight for the rights just to
be in a union. As Frederick Dougl ass
sai d, power concedes nothing w thout a
demand. It never did and it never wll.

| can enjoy ny retirenent now
know ng that District Council 47 is in
good hands with its new | eadershi p. And,
again, | want to thank Gty Council for
acknow edgi ng ne today. | have had a
wonder ful career and |'ve worked with
many of you, and it has been a joy to
work with Gty Council too. So thank you
very nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

M5. HARRIS: Also, ny nane is
Yvonne Harris and | wanted to al so
recogni ze --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Just
state your nanme for the record.

M5. HARRIS: |'msorry. Yvonne
Harris.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

M5. HARRIS: And we al so have a
certificate fromthe Senate of
Pennsyl vani a al so recogni zi ng Cat hy and
congratulating her. So this is also from
Senat or Vi ncent Hughes and the Senate of
Pennsyl vani a.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.
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The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So ny
comment was covered by the Senate. |
woul d be remss if | did not recognize
District Council 47's contribution to
Senat or Hughes. That's where he cane
from and how nuch he was grounded in the
| abor novenent based on that experience.

So congratul ati ons on your
retirenment. | doubt if you stay retired,
but thank you for the contributions to
Phi | adel phia. Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you very nuch, and
t hank you for your comm tnent and your
contribution to the City of Phil adel phia.
M. Decker, next nane.
CH EF CLERK: Lynn Landes,
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commenting on 210913.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. LANDES: Good norning. M
name is Lynn Landes, founder of
wi | df oodi es. org and
heal thal ertphilly.org. |'m speaking on
behal f of Resol ution 210913, authori zi ng
Cty Council to retain |l egal counsel to
file alawsuit to require the
Adm nistration to inplenent and enforce
t he Heal t hy Qutdoor Public Spaces Act.
Its aimis to end the use of toxic
pesticides in public parks and on public
gr ounds.

Besi des the issue of the
Mayor's non-enforcenent of laws that Cty
Counci | has passed, which |I addressed
| ast week, there are two other chall enges
facing Parks and Rec on this issue, cost
and staffing.

Sone say that these toxic
pesticides are cheaper and easier to use
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t han manual and nechani zed | andscapi ng.
That may be true, but it is not an excuse
to poi son people and the planet, plus
contam nate our drinking water.

Secondly, staffing has reached
a crisis point, not just for Parks and
Rec but also for many other Gty
departnments. The situation is so dire
that the Mayor has provided in his budget
$1.9 million to the Ofice of Human
Resources, and City Council has created a
Special Committee on Retention and
Recrui tment for Minicipal Wrkers to help
all eviate the crisis.

| would like to offer a few
suggestions to the Mayor and Cty Council
on this matter.

Pl ease end any renmai ni ng COVID
mandates. H re back the workers that the
Cty fired because of these ill-conceived
mandat es, and then prom se the public to
never again engage in such behavior as to
not listen to the many doctors,
scientists, and activists who warned
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early on in this pandem c agai nst the
mandates in general but particularly
agai nst the vacci nes.

Hol d hearings on | essons
| earned fromthe COVID disaster and
prom se current and potential Gty
enpl oyees and the public that the Cty
gover nnent of Phil adel phia has | earned
fromthe COVID di saster and wll now and
forever support free speech and nedi cal
freedom not censorship and nedi cal
tyranny.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony. W
appreciate it.

18 .- -

19 ( Appl ause.)

20 - - -

el CHI EF CLERK: The next speaker

22 is Mama Gail C ouden, commenting on

23 221015.

24 (Wtness approached podi um)

25 M5. CLOUDEN. | am Mama Gail --
LEXI TAS
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nmor ni ng.

M5. CLOUDEN. Good day. | am
Mama Gail Stewart O ouden. | say ny
mai den nane in honor of ny ancestors.

And, lady, thank you. M ss who
cane before ne, hello, hello, thank you,
t hank you, thank you, because it's people
| i ke you that kept, kept, kept, kept
com ng that got these peopl e jobs.
That's why they're able to sit here,
because people |ike you that people felt
were agitators. That's why they're
sitting here now.

No nore abatenents at the
detriment of the poorest popul us of
Phi | adel phia. | stand here on this day
of our Lord, May 4th, 2023, to decl are,
to decree, and | claimin honor of our
ancestors that the poorest of the poor of
our people in this city should not be
t aken advant age of.

| ' ve been standing for many,
many years for those that don't speak for
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t hensel ves, those that can't, and those
that won't.

In 2015, the United Nations
declared that this is the decade of the
descendents. This is reparations tine.
How dare this be continued? It has to
stop, that the people that were supposed
to be freed have not been freed because
of those that kept com ng and hol di ng
t hem back.

How do you have the tine and
peri od when people said it's your tine,
you're free, and then the slave master
get paid as a result of losing his
wor kf orce?

That tinme is over, and |I'm
standing to declare, claim and decree
it's over. Enough is enough.

That bill that you want to keep
gi vi ng peopl e abatenents has to stop.
When we're not getting what we're
supposed to get and you all keep saying
we don't have enough noney, if you charge
peopl e what they shoul d be paying, you
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woul d have enough noney. |f the School
District stopped wasting noney, they
woul d have enough noney.

| don't have a | ot to say,
because | know that karma is real, and |
want you to have the day that you all
deserve, and that's what the young people
are saying. Have the day that you
deserve each and every day. Stand up and
do right because it's the right thing to
do. Stand up for those that can't speak
for thensel ves, and stop saying yes to
stuff that don't neke sense. It's not
fair.

Equity is real. Equality is
real, and it's tinme for that. W're in a
city that stopped the whole city as a
result of a Black woman sayi ng ei ght
Bl ack nmen should have a job that's not
back- breaki ng, and the whole city, unions
all over, they went on strike. The
President of the United States -- the
United States -- the President of the
United States had to say either you go
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back to work or you go to war.
Stop this.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.
M5. CLOUDEN:. Because it's the
right thing to do.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
i s Horace C ouden, commenting on 221015.

M5. CLOUDEN. That's ny husband
and her father.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

MR, CLOUDEN. Good norni ng.
Hor ace C ouden, nenber of the Parent
Communi ty Advisory Council to the Board
of Education, nenber of Mama Gail's
Communi ty Educati on NetworK.

| also cone here to say no to
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that Bill 221015, because here again, if
you say yes, then there won't be any
noney going to the School District.

Now, since |'mtalking about
the School District, |I'mnot asking for
noney for the School District to open the
five i ndoor pools owned by the School
District, because they have the noney.
They have the staff. W're asking the
District to bring back swmmng as a
curriculum To do that, they need all
seven pools, to cone under Sayre Aguatic
Center responsible for progranm ng and
oversight, and there has been a proposal
t hat has been subnmitted.

Al'l pools, all seven pools, are
training facilities, and five of the
seven can provi de springboard training.
Here we have pools that not one of the
Cty's 71 pools can provide this type of
servi ce.

W ask all Gty Council to
provide the pressure to nake this happen.
This is a benefit to the entire city.
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My comment is this: You know,
for those who was in the Education
Commttee and talked to the
Superintendent the other day, all your
concerns have already been said to the
Superi ntendent through his |istening
sessions. You know, you're not saying --
you haven't said anything new that no one
el se has brought to the attention of the
Superi nt endent.

One of the exanples was zero
percent -- there was one school that had
zero percent in student achi evenent or
what they said zero percent in nmath and
seven percent in English. But can you
| magi ne back in 2018-2019 there was 24
hi gh schools out of 52 high schools that
had zero percent? The ninth graders
tested in at zero percent in student
achi evenent.

So then from 2018-2019, then we
had COVI D, then we had virtual | earning.
And guess what? That nunber probably is
true today, because what the School
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District is saying today is that they
have no dat a.

You know, so when we tal k about
or when you tal k about or everybody talks
about asbestos in the schools and they
want to close a school and then put them
into virtual learning, well, guess what?
Virtual learning isn't -- how can | say
it? You can't demand virtual |earning on
t he househol ds of the students.

VWhat the District has to do is
provi de another brick and nortar facility
to have virtual learning if they're going
to teach virtual learning. | nean, this
has been presented to the Board. They
have it, how you say it, Policy 520.1.
|f you look it up, it states it right
t here.

So we're just saying that --
| mjust saying that the School District
Is doing things that are illegal. You
get caught up in the narratives. Oh, we
got asbestos. W always had these
t hi ngs.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Ckay.
MR. CLOUDEN:. Open up the five
pool s.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, sir. Thank you for your
testi nony. W appreciate it.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Leah C ouden, commenting on 221015.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. LEAH CLOUDEN: Leah
Cl ouden. Good norni ng.

So |'mgoing to second and
third the things that both ny parents
were saying. You know, this city has
totally failed the residents, and |I'm
going to say the Black residents
especi al ly.

You know, you talk about in the
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name of deteriorated properties and
di | api dated communiti es and what ever for
this abatenent, but it is the own city
that did not do their due diligence and
go after those people with those
properties. Those people could afford
It. I1'mnot tal king about just those
singl e hones that were, you know, people
passed away, but you have -- | even have
a property next to ny own property where
the bank owns it. The people passed away
30 years ago, nother and son, 30 years
ago. The building was torn down. W
have been taking care of that property
for over 30 years, just cleaning the
yard. The only tinme we called the Gty
was to pick up fromthe peopl e dunping.

You know, | think about all
t hose things that the Gty did not do
their due diligence, and because of that,
the residents have to pay doubl e and
triple property tax.

You got all these people com ng
in that are buil ding al nost skyscrapers
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I n residential neighborhoods. |It's not
right. And they get abatenents. Al so,
t hey purchase those properties for a
dollar. 1've been on that list to see
how nmuch peopl e are paying for these
properties. They're building strip
malls. This is ridicul ous.

You got to do what's right.
They need to pay their way.

Al so, the School District has
failed since Dr. Hite was here. That man
had took this School D strict down to
zero -- to eight percent away fromtot al
failure, eight percent. You got another
man that has cone in and now for al nost
two years it's conversation. There's no
novenent. They can say, oh, we nade
| nprovenent, but that's still an F. It's
still an F. W're still being fail ed,
and the children are crying out. They
are in the street |osing their m nds
because they don't have adults to step up
and do the right thing.

They don't need noney. They
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need accountability. Everybody needs to
be hel d account abl e.

| called about ny trash. |
still can't get ny trash picked up. |It's
still sitting out there. 1|'ve been going
through this for three years. They cut
the grass across from-- the park across
from our house and the only thing they do
IS push -- they use the blowers and they
push all the trash in a pile and | eave it
in the park, and then they take the
outside after they're finished cutting
and they push it into the street. So
that's why we have these trifling streets
t hat we have.

Then you got the pol es outside.
Did they even do a test study to see if
they can nmess with your brain, all these
little white poles and yell ow pol es.

You got -- there has to be sone
accountability. The Cty is not doing
right by its residents.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you for your testinony.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Ogbonna Hagi ns, commenting on 230332.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

MR. HAG NS: (Ogbonna Hagi ns,
HAGI-NS. |'mspeaking on this
resolution calling for Pennsyl vani a House
of Representatives to pass House Bill
338, 714, 731. Basically it's addressing
reasonable firearmrestrictions.

Firearmrestrictions are not

18 t he answer for reducing gun viol ence.

19 There was a report witten in the New

20 York Tinmes titled "Chil dhood' s G eat est

21 Danger: The Data on Kids and Gun

22 Violence." | suggest that you read this

23 and ot her data on youth and gun vi ol ence.

24 Based on these resol utions that

25 you are introducing, | can tell that you
LEXI TAS
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are not communicating with the peopl e of
this city and especially the youth.

Not only the New York Tines
article as well as other data indicate
t hat poverty is one of the -- that
poverty is one of the major reasons for
yout h gun viol ence and youth crine. The
t housands of youth who | have personally
spoken with over the past few nonths al so
I ndicate that fact. They are telling ne
that they are involved in the street
cul ture because of econon cs, because
t hey don't have any noney.

It is obvious to ne that there
needs to be | eadership change in this
body. Not only are you not listening to
t he people, you are not studying the data
that clearly indicates that crine and
violence is a result of poverty, and
there is nothing that this body has done
to solve this issue.

As you know, | published a
hi p- hop nmagazi ne. How nmany of you
| istened to hip-hop to listen to what the
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youth are actually saying? They are
crying out. What are you doing to
decrease the economc wealth gap? It's
poverty, y'all.

Let ne tell you what this
violence is all about. The youth are
| ashing out. You know the saying, hurt
people hurt people. So all |I'm asking
you to do is understand those who are
hurting and do sonet hing about it.

The gun restriction, yeah, that
mght help a little bit, but the reality
is it's not going to stop, because crine
and violence is a result of poverty.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s David G bson.
(Wtnesses approached podi um)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.
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MR. G BSON: Good norni ng.
David G bson. I'mwth -- can you hear
me?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Yes,
we can.

MR G BSON: |'mwth Peace
Justice Sustainability Now W are an
associ ate group of national Peace Action,
and we're here to thank Council man
Squilla and the Council for passing the
citation honoring the Gol den Rul e.

The Golden Rule is a 34-foot
wooden catch whose first voyage was an
attenpt to prevent U.S. nucl ear bonb
testing in the Marshall |slands, and it
was the inspiration for all the other
ships that went out and did that. It
really kind of got G eenpeace goi ng on
the whole thing, and it was the beginning
of a series of grassroots efforts in the
United States and around the world to end
t he scourge of nucl ear weapons.

At one point we had 70, 000,

70, 000 nucl ear weapons arned and ready to
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go on first strike warning. W reduced
t hat now, thanks to the efforts of many,
many people, including the folks in the
&ol den Rule, to a little over 7,000.
That's way too many, but it's nuch better
t han what we had before.

So we need to keep noving in
the right direction, and the Gol den
Rule's trip right nowis to educate
peopl e and rai se up the awareness of the
fact that thanks to the passage in the UN
of the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nucl ear Weapons, nucl ear weapons are now
illegal. They are illegal around the
world. But all the countries that have
nucl ear weapons, including the United

18 St ates, have not yet signed on to this

19 treaty. M partner, ny brother here is

20 going to talk about that in a mnute.

21 So the Golden Rule will be

22 here. It will be arriving at Penns

23 Landi ng around 4 o' clock on the 9th.

24 It'l] be here until the 13th. Actually

25 they' Il | eave the norning of the 14th,
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and there's going to be a series of
events around the Gty where peopl e can
attend to find out about the history of
the Golden Rule, which is deep and broad,
and what people can do to get the United
States to sign on to the Treaty for the
Prohi bition of Nucl ear Wapons.

So I'"'mgoing to |leave it at
that. Thank you again, Council man
Squilla, and I"'mgoing to al so introduce
ny brother here, WIson Spronell.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

MR A BSON: He's with Veterans
for Peace, by the way, who are the people
who brought this ship to Philly.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.

Next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
s WIlson Spronell.

MR, SPRONELL: Good nor ni ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.
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MR SPRONELL: My nane is
Wl son Spronell. M story is pretty
short. | want to thank the Gty Council
for their resolution supporting the
ol den Rul e.

When | was 17 years old back in
1964, | joined the United States Arny,
just maybe a year before we got involved
in Vietnam and ny training, | went
t hrough two nonths of basic training, two
nonths of artillery crewman training, and
then they sent ne to a special school. |
was 17 years old. The special school was
tactical nucl ear weapons assenbly.

Qur practice materials were
made out of depleted uraniumrather than
actual visible uranium \When | canme hone
fromthat training, a friend of m ne
said, you know, the FBI was just here
| nvestigating you. | mssed himby one
day. | went to tactical nuclear weapons
school w thout anybody havi ng
| nvesti gated ny background, and | have no
doubt that there's thousands of nen in a
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simlar position to m ne.

|"m scared to death. The
Russi ans threatened to use tacti cal
nucl ear weapons in the Ukraine, and
that's a really bad road to go down,
because it just gets worse. And naybe
t hose tactical nuclear weapons get used
and bi gger weapons, and |'m scared to
death for that. | have children,
grandchi l dren, and a great-grandson who
s going to be 12 years old in August.
And that's just ny kids personally, and
|"mscared to death for them

The United Nations |ast year
put this Treaty for the Prohibition of
Nucl ear Weapons. It was passed | ast
year, and it has becone international
| aw, but |i ke Dave said, none of the
maj or countries holding all these weapons
have signed on to it.

The Cty Council passed a
resolution to encourage the United States
to sign on. Al the other big countries
with nukes are waiting on the United
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States to do sonething. And City
Council, again, | thank you. You passed
a resol ution encouraging the federal
governnment to do that. Gty Counci |l
passed a resol ution maki ng Phil adel phia a
nucl ear-free zone.

That's all of ny comments. |
j ust encourage you to cone down and

support the Golden Rule. [It's a peace
mssion. |It's a non-proliferation
mssion, and it wll be in Philadel phia,

as Dave said, between May the 9th and My
t he 13th.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony and thank
you for your service.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
| s Yol anda Tayl or, commenting on 230332.
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(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. TAYLOR Hell o and good
norning. M nane is Yol anda Tayl or, also
known in communities as the Black Famly
Anbassador .

|"'mhere -- | would like to
address, not coincidently, also gun
restriction, but hopefully on a
three-mnute span tine what | have heard
fromothers that spoke today.

@Quns definitely have bullets to
kill people, but | feel that people kill
people. As an active nenber of NRA, |
don't believe that the restriction wl|
all eviate the problem because the
problemlies in the individual,
especially our youth, and there are
mul ti pl e reasons why.

One, there's no structure. |I'm
still trying to understand in the Cty
what 8, 000 non-profit organi zati ons, why
is it on a daily, whether I"'min North
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Philly, South, whatever, in these
communities | can't see one programthat
gi ves our children an alternative other
t han standing on the street, and sone of
them don't want to stand on the street.
W have to understand where our kids cone
from Sonme of themare on the street
because inside their hone, it's that bad.
You know what |' m sayi ng?

W' re runni ng prograns
unfortunately for 14, 15 year ol ds
t eachi ng them how to use Narcan, God
forbid, for their parents. So | feel
that the problemlies with either us not
real l y understandi ng what the needs of
our community is, which are these kids.

My personal fight is DHS. |
feel that they have too nmuch power and
they' re not governed by any party, and
they are taking sone kids out of
structure instead of |eaving them where
they are getting | ove and structure,
because a | ot of these kids are
traumati zed and feel that their own
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famly turned their backs on them

As far as the school system
| et me just touch up on that real quick.
Worked for the school system quit the
school system | have a problemw th the
people wthin the school system (One,
they don't | ook Iike our brown and Bl ack
kids. That's first of all. They don't
even live in our comunities. They show
up just for a paycheck. They have no
concern. They don't want our kids to
|l earn, and I"'mm tell the truth and shanme
the devil up in here today. So that's
half the problem VWen | wal k down in
t he school and all | see is YouTube, all
that is is a daycare for our children.

As far as a budget, they have a
budget, but |I'mjust going to play devil
advocate real quickly. Gay? You have a
budget. You have a room down there of,
| et' s say, 20,000 books. Because of how
t he books were bought, instead of going
and putting themon the curb outside so
our kids can learn howto read and
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parents wal k by and pick those sane books
up that you're going to trash so our
children can learn to read, if you as
their parent willing to do that or
soneone el se, those books go in the
gar bage because of how they were paid.
They were paid by by the School Board,
but they're not being inplenented in the
school, nor are you given the alternative
to give those books to our comunity.

And that's pretty nuch what |
got right now Also, | just also have to
say this in all truthness. The problem
does |lie in the body sitting in front of
me. This is ny first neeting. | feel
t hat you guys are chosen by your
community to represent your community,
and you guys have far-fetched gone from
your community. It's ny understandi ng,
you know, in nost communities throughout
this state, the nedian that you make in
Cty Council is 45 percent of what the
median is in the Gty and that -- there's
an uneven proportion and you guys aren't
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visible in your community.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her speakers on the public comrent
list, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very much, M. Decker.

That concl udes our public
coment for today. Again, | want to
t hank you all for participating in your
government in action.

W w Il now consider the bills
and resol utions on the Second Readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endar today. And |
woul d ask the Cerk to please read the
title of Resolution No. 230332.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
calling on the Pennsyl vani a House of
Representatives to pass House Bills 338,
714, 731, and 1018 whi ch address
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reasonable firearns restrictions that
wi || enhance the safety of all
Pennsyl vani ans and Phi | adel phi ans.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President.

Briefly, gun violence is not
the result of one thing. It is the
result of many things colliding together
causi ng a catastrophe that we have on our
streets in Philadelphia. But in order to
address gun vi ol ence, you have to not
swal low it whole. You have to take it
apart piece by piece, whether it's
poverty, whether it's the | ack of
education, whether it is lack of, as
Kat herine Gl nore R chardson puts it,
| ntervention, teaching non-viol ent
i ntervention and the tools to be able to
de-escal ate that are not being taught
sonetinmes at hone.
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So we can either just |ook at
the problem curse at it through the
w ndows or we can take one step at a tine
to resolve it, and what |'m proud about
this organization is that we didn't just
wake up and realize there was a probl em
Fromthe tine you first introduced a bill
t hat was commobn sense gun | aws, we've
been sued, we've been threatened, but we
keep on fighting, and I'm proud of us for
t hat .

Wth that, | nove for the
adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
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adopt ed.

M. Decker, please read the
title of Resolution No. 230333.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
aut hori zing the Conm ssioner of Public
Property to execute and deliver to the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent Aut hority
deeds conveying fee sinple title to 268
Di anond Street in the Seventh
Councilmanic District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | wonman Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:  Thank
you, Council President. | nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Decker, please read the
title of Resolution No. 230334.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
renam ng the 6000 bl ock of Locust Street
"Mart ha Green Way", in honor of dedicated
West Phi | adel phia community activist,
conpassi onate nmentor, and exenpl ary
nei ghbor, Martha G een.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci |l woman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMVOVMAN GAUTHI ER: Thank

18 you, Council President. | nove for the
19 adoption of the resol ution.
20 (Duly seconded.)
21 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
22 been noved and properly seconded.
23 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
24 aye.
25 (Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Decker, 230337.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 2148, 2150, 2154 and 2156 East
Birch Street; 2032 East Lehi gh Avenue;
2055 and 2057 East Rush Street; 2154,
2155, 2156, 2157, 2158, 2159, 2160 and
2161 East Stella Street located in the
1st Councilmanic D strict.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
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aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Decker, 230338.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zing the Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 1739 South 5th Street; 1919
South 6th Street; 2612 South 9th Street;
411, 418, 424, 432 through 34, 624 and
626 Cantrell Street; 424 and 426 Mercy
Street |ocated in the 1st Council manic
District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

The Chair again recogni zes
Counci |l man Squi l | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Decker, 230339.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
adopting the Report issued by Council's
Special Conmttee on Retention and
Recrui t ment of Munici pal Wrkers.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Councilman O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Thank you,
M. President. On your behalf, | nove
t he adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
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been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Decker, please read the
title of Bill No. 221017.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anmendi ng Chapter 7-200 of The
Phi | adel phia Code, entitled "Preservation
of Affordable Housing," to nodify certain
requi renents that nust be net before a
change in ownership, other disposition,
or other change in property interest
occurs with respect to certain affordable
housi ng properties in Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci |l woman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
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you, Council President.

Before we consider Bill 221017,
| would like to take a few nonents to
di scuss the significance of the
| egi sl ati on.

A few weeks ago, the Cty and |
announced a settlenent with a property
owner that opted out of their
affordability contract. | amincredibly
proud and consi der the settlenent a
victory, but the outcone was far from
equi table. Seventy famlies will still
be displaced fromtheir hones.

And while | amrelieved that
the UC Townhones residents will receive
the financial support they need to
rel ocate to a nei ghborhood of their
choosi ng safely and successfully, nothing
can make up for the honme and community
t hey have | ost.

So if we |earn nothing el se
fromthe UC Townhones saga, it is that
the Gty nust take a bol der and nore
proactive approach to affordabl e housing
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preservati on, because the UC Townhones
are the very tip of the iceberg. If we
do not change course now, over 12, 000
famlies could al so be kicked out of
t heir hones.

For too | ong, governnent has
not lived up to its responsibility to
preserve governnent subsidized affordable
housing. And while the Gty cannot keep
every devel opnent online on its own, we
can do nuch nore to push back agai nst the
housing affordability crisis that is
growi ng worse by the day.

This is a critical nonent in
Phi | adel phia's history, and we nust nake
a choice. WIIl we lack econom c forces,
di scard wor ki ng-cl ass Bl ack and br own
residents fromthe nei ghborhoods they
have built and stewarded or will we wap
our arnms around the 12,000 famlies
facing the inpendi ng doom of
di spl acenent ?

The Peopl e's Preservation
Package is a bal anced, earnest step in
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the right direction that many ot her
muni ci palities have successfully enpl oyed
for years. It wll help us to be better
prepared to face the tidal wave of
affordability opt-outs and give the
Cty's affordabl e housing providers an
opportunity to preserve affordable
housi ng devel opnments w t hout disrupting
t he market .

Wth so nuch at stake, inaction
IS not an option, and | urge all of you
to join me in voting to adopt the
Peopl e's Preservation Package into | aw.

Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci | wonman.

This bill having been read on
two different days, the question nowis
shall the bill pass finally.

M. Decker, please call the
roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:. Aye.
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Br ooks.

Driscoll.

Gaut hi er.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l woman

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l woman

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman

G I nore Ri chardson.

Harrity.

Johnson.

Lozada.

COUNCI LWOMAN RI CHARDSON:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Council man Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | wonman

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man
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O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Squi | | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Thonas
s voting aye.

Counci | woman Vaughn.

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Council President
d arke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Aye.

The ayes are 15; the nays are
zero. A mpjority of nmenbers present
voting in the affirmative, the bill
passes.

M. Decker, 221018.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anendi ng Chapter 7-200 of The
Phi | adel phia Code, entitled "Preservation
of Affordable Housing," to provide for a
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Cty directory of affordabl e housing
subsi di es and their duration.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
bill having been read on two different
days, now shall the bill pass finally.

M. Decker, call the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman

Bass.
COUNCI LWOMAN BASS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | wonan
Br ooks.
COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Driscoll.
COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER. Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
G | nore Ri chardson.
COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Harrity.
COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
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Johnson.

Lozada.

O Neill.

Phillips.

Squi I | a.

CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council nman

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man Thonas

IS voting aye.

d arke.

Counci | woman Vaughn.
COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council President

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Aye.
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The ayes are 15; the nays are
zero. A mpjority of nmenbers present
voting in the affirmative, the bill
passes.

M. Decker, 230127.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anmendi ng Section 20-304 of The
Phi | adel phia Code, entitled "Conpensation
for Menbers of Boards, Conm ssions,

Comm ttees and Councils," by revising the
conpensation for nenbers of the

Envi ronnental Justice Advisory
Conmmi ssi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This

bill having been read on two different
days, the question is shall the bill pass
finally.

M. Decker, call the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.
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Driscoll.

Gaut hi er.

CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l woman

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l woman

G I nore Ri chardson.

Harrity.

Johnson.

Lozada.

O Neill.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Council man Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council man
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Phil lips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Squi |l | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Thonas
IS voting aye.

Counci | woman Vaughn.

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Council President
d arke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Aye.

The ayes are 15; the nays are
zero. A mpjority of nmenbers present
voting in the affirmative, the bill
passes.

M. Decker, do you have any
addi ti onal resol utions?

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
honori ng and congratul ati ng the Chanpi ons
of the Week, public servants Zel na
Carroll, Darlene Booker-Jones, Cheryl
Col ubri ale, and Sarah Jones, who devote
their lives to benefitting the City of
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Phi | adel phia for the conmon good,
| ntroduced today by Council man Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: On behal f of
Counci | man Thomas, | nove for the
adopti on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
cel ebrating the 75th Anniversary of the
foundation of the State of Israel,

i ntroduced today by Council man Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
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Chair recogni zes Council man Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Council President. | nove for the
adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
aut hori zing the Commttee on Education to
hol d hearings to eval uate existing
support services for Early Chil dhood
Education and Pre-K Centers and Providers
and to examne the role of high-quality
Early Chil dhood Educati on and Pre-K
opportunities in addressing chil dhood
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poverty and pronoting the future academ c
success of children in Philadel phi a,

i ntroduced today by Council man Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Counci |l man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yeabh,
Council President and colleagues. |'m
i ntroducing this resolution based upon
the work this body has done to provide
hi gh-quality early childhood and pre-K
education for our young people.

Most of us know that the best
pat hway out of poverty is setting young
people on a path to receive a quality
education. So as we nmake this transition
to a new adm nistration, we want to neke
sure that we have all the tools in the
tool box as it relates to maki ng sure that
daycare providers have the necessary
support that they need, the daycare
wor kers have high-quality |iving wages so
you can have quality teachers inside the
cl assroom and also as a result of the
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signi ficant subsidies and funding that
were provided by the federal governnent,
which will be going away in Septenber,
there will be a significant anount of
early chil dhood daycare providers that
wll be significantly inpacted, not so
much the big daycare providers |ike
Bri ght Side Acadeny but, nost
| nportantly, the nom and pop daycare
providers, early childhood providers that
are in our nei ghborhoods that are
provi ding high-quality education to our
young people. They wll be significantly
| npact ed.

So this hearing will allow us
to take a deeper dive in how we're
supporting our nost precious assets here
in the Cty of Philadel phia, and that's
our children.

So with that, | nove for the
adoption of the resolution, Council
Presi dent.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
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been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honori ng and recogni zi ng Meeka Qutl aw for
t he heroismand the bravery she exhi bited
while providing aid to a 3-year-old child
i njured by gunfire, introduced today by
Counci | man Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair again recogni zes Counci | man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you,
Council President. | nove for the
adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
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been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honoring Hi s Em nence, Dr. Sanuel Eneka
Kanu Uche for his outstanding service to
t he Met hodi st Church of Nigeria and
wel comng himto the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a, introduced today by
Counci | man Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair again recogni zes Council man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Council President. | nove for the
adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
recogni zi ng the Phil adel phia Section of
t he National Council of Negro Wnen,
| ncorporated on the occasion of its 75th
Anni versary, introduced today by
Counci | wonman Vaughn.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci | woman Vaughn.

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Thank
you, Council President. 1'd like to vote
on this next week, because | have the
guest comng in to greet Council.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: You
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want to do it next week?

COUNCI LWOMAN VAUGHN:  Yes, sir.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Let
the record reflect that the Council woman
has asked for a hold on this particul ar
resolution until the next session of
Counci | .

COUNCI LWVOVAN VAUGHN:  Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

You' re wel cone.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honoring Catherine G Scott, President of
AFSCME District Council 47 and
recogni zi ng her | eadership, activism and
representati on of Phil adel phi a workers,
working to inprove the lives of all
Phi | adel phi ans, i ntroduced today by
Councilman Harrity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Councilman Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Counci |
President, | nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her resolutions on the Final Passage
Cal endar, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very much, M. Decker.

Are there any speeches on
behal f of the mnority?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Speeches on behalf of the majority?

The Chair recognizes
Counci | wman G | nore Ri chardson.
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COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you. Thank you so nuch, Counci |l
Presi dent .

| wanted to pause to
congratul ate the Adm nistration, the Cty
Treasurer, the Finance team | ed by Rob
Dubow, and our own Council guru, Bob
McDernott, and his team Am as well, for
all of the work that they have done on
the rating upgrade from Moody's and our
positive outl ook change from S&P G obal
Rat i ngs.

Qur credit rating i s now
upgraded froman A2 to Al, and Moody's
particularly noted that our fund bal ance
and our liquidity has inproved over the
| ast three years. So | wanted to notate
that for this body.

They al so stated that the Cty
continues to denonstrate prudent budget
controls and fiscal governance, hall marks
of its inproved financial performance
over the past several years.

The City projects substanti al
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deposits to its Budget Stabilization
Reserve, which we call BSR, fromits
General Fund over the next three years,
which wll further support fiscal
controls by requiring fornal
certification fromthe Cty's Director of
Fi nance before nonies can be transferred
out of the BSR

The novenent of nonies into a
nore formal reserve fund elim nates
potential political noise around the
Cty's financial health going forward and
further strengthens governance controls,
anot her core aspect of the Cty's credit
profile.

So | also wanted to thank you,
Counci |l President, our |eadership team
and all the coll eagues here who voted in
support of the legislation that | have
of fered around our Budget Stabilization
Reserve to ensure that we nake nore
regul ar annual deposits into our BSR
And | know because of the Mody's report
that that |egislation has nade a
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di fference to ensure that our credit
rati ng can be upgraded from Mody's from
an A2 now to an Al, which is our best
financial outlook I'd say over the | ast
40 years.

So | just wanted to say thank
you, congratulations, and | | ook forward
to continuing to do this work with all of
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Councilwonman. Very, very
| nportant part of what we do here,
stability, stability, stability fiscally.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Thank
you, Council President.

| want to begin by saying how
excited | amthat Ziehler Recreation
Center will be having a groundbreaking,
and | want to thank ny coll eague
Counci | wman Shar on Vaughn, who is
extremely excited right now about this,
and all of those who are fromthe Q ney
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area, because what |'ve noticed is that
our city -- and | want to say
Counci | wman Vaughn has been really a big
advocate making sure it's happened. |
want to thank the entire Rebuild teamfor
t hat support and what's about to cone.

VWhat |'ve noticed in ny wal ks

and tal ks i n nei ghborhoods throughout the
past nonth is that there is a serious
desire for infrastructure inprovenent in
our city. It is our hope as a body, and
particularly nyself as the representative
of the Ninth District, that we work
col | aboratively together to nake
infrastructure a major priority in this
budget season but certainly when we are

18 able to el ect our next Mayor of the City
19 of Phil adel phia, fromdriveways to
20 retaining walls to sinply, you know,
21 street dammge that's happeni ng across our
22 city, infrastructure and al so nost
23 recently our schools and Building 21,
24 anong many schools in the Cty.
25 It is -- research says that
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quality of life, if we take care of
quality of life in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, that is a great violence
prevention neasure. And so when we have
decent nei ghbor hoods and decent
i nfrastructure, we wll see crine go
down.

So |''m hoping and |' m prayi ng
and 1'mgoing to -- just putting the Gty
on alert that, you know, this
Counci | menber and hopeful | y anong
everyone else | work with coll aboratively
in the Gty to nake sure that we are
going to prioritize infrastructure in our
fundi ng and so forth, because nmany of our
residents cannot afford what is said to
be owned by the resident. W have to
begin to think deeply about what it is
that our city can do to help our
resi dents support their infrastructure.

And | want to thank Council
President O arke for al so engagi ng on
this conversation with ne and others
daily and weekly and nont hly, because
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this is really inportant. So | just want
to say infrastructure is going to be a
maj or priority going forward.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you, Council man. That
visit to your district |ast week and
| ooking at that crunbling driveway where
you literally had little small |akes in
the driveway is a clear exanple of what
we need to do in our comunity. So thank
you for taking us up there to | ook at
that, and | guarantee you that's going to
be one of the first ones we address
during our infrastructure strategy.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today to acknow edge ny
col | eagues Lozada, Harrity, Vaughn,
Squilla for the participation in the
Kensi ngton listening tour for the Marshal
Pl an.

We as a body have different
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parts of the district. | have Miin
Street to Market Street. |'ve been down
Poi nt Breeze. |'ve been up to Chest nut
Hll. And no neighborhood is safe until
Kensi ngton is safe.

|'ve listened to ny col |l eagues
passionately tal k about their comunity
and what it needs, but what we hope to do
with the Public Safety Committee at the
| eadershi p of Menber Lozada is to |isten,
is to hear fromthe people and the
st akehol ders in Kensington and bring in
tow nost of the departnents that have a
role to play inits revival. Wether
you' re tal king about SEPTA, to the
Police, to DHS, to nental health, all of
themw |l listen to what the residents of
the Seventh District have had to go
t hrough and endure.

So | look forward to all of our
participation in this.

| f you paid attention to the
budget, it doesn't take |ong for Menber
Harrity, who is at-large but is a

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Stat ed Meeting 105
5/ 4/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

5/ 4/ 23 - STATED - SPEECHES
resi dent of Kensington, to cone back to
his roots and say what are we doi ng about
t hese aspects of the problem what are
t he sol utions.

Menber Lozada is on the cutting
edge of pulling together a plan. It's
not -- you know, being in soneone's
t houghts and prayers are one thing, but
when you' re done praying, you need to
start thinking about what to do to solve
t he probl em

So | look forward to the
hearing. It is Tuesday at Conwell M ddle
School in the Seventh District, but it is
a part of the entire Cty.

Until Kensington is safe and

18 dealt with, no nei ghborhood in
19 Phi | adel phia can be consi dered safe and
20 dealt with.
21 Thank you, M. President.
22 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
23 Thank you, Counci | man.
24 The Chair --
25 - - -
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( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci | woman Vaughn.

COUNCI LWVOVAN VAUGHN:  Good
af ternoon, everyone. | too want to give
nmy two cents on the excitenent that | do
feel about the recreation center that
Councilman Phillips is hel ping ne
| nprove. | started | obbying about seven
years ago, asking the past Council person
to inprove that recreation center that
was i n deplorable state.

| went out and painted the
grounds. | hung new nets nyself just to
give the kids a better place to play.
And we often get criticized as a body,
but I want to say there is a |lot of
t remendous and wonderful things being
done by the people that sit on the floor
of this Council on a daily basis, and
often tinmes we are not recogni zed by
those things. And it's inportant that we
remai n solid, keep our heads up, and
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continue to do this inportant work.

This is helping this community
not deal with prostitution, dunping, and
It's a classic exanple of putting the
people first, and that is our job here.

Thank you very much, everyone.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci |l wonan.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah.
Thank you, Council President.

Just a friendly rem nder that
on Monday at 9:00 p.m, the Commttee on
Transportation and Public Uilities w |
be hol ding a hearing on the Phil adel phia
Wat er Departnent proposed rate increase.
And so a lot of colleagues --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Counci |l man, you said 9:00 p.m? You nean
9:00 a.m, right?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: | said
9:00 p.m?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: |

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Stat ed Meeting 108
5/ 4/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

5/ 4/ 23 - STATED - SPEECHES
t hought | heard 9:00 p. m

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Y'all know
| got two toddlers, right?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It
woul d be kind of hard to get a quorum

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  9: 00 a. m,
9:00 a.m on Monday we wll be having the
Phi | adel phi a WAt er Departnent proposed
rate i ncrease, and | know a | ot of
menbers pulled ne to the side and
particularly Council man Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson in terns of the rate i ncrease,
the inpact it will have on our
constituents and why we aren't using the
funds fromthe federal governnent to kind
of suppl enent the building of the
i nfrastructure that needs to be done as
opposed to raising rates and com ng out
of the pandem c.

So we wanted to nmake sure that
this process is transparent, separate
fromthe hearings that -- the public
hearings that they had, but it wasn't the
sane as having it wth nmenbers of
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Counci | .

So | just wanted nmake that
acknow edgnent for -- announcenent for
Monday 9:00 a.m the rate increase,

Phi | adel phi a Water Departnment heari ngs.

Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci | man.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | wonman Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Thank
you, Council President.

| just want to say thank you to
all of ny colleagues, Council man Jones
specifically, because when I net with
him | said to himthat | needed
Kensi ngton to be as inportant to him as
it is to nme and to the residents who live
t here.

|'ve net with nmany of you since
| arrived in Novenber, and all of you
have been willing to listen and to hear
fromne what ny constituency shares with
me on a daily basis. And so I'm
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extremely grateful.

| know that there have been
many conversations. There's been a | ot
of talk across the board about the
Kensi ngt on- Harrowgat e conmunity, but it's
di fferent when you walk through it. It's
different when you live init. It's
di fferent when you have to go to school
in it and you have to just deal with it,
right, because it's part of their
everyday. And our children struggle.
Qur famlies struggle. They deserve an
opportunity.

| have had the opportunity to
wal k and visit the recreation centers,
which |'ve been in many tines as a
resi dent, but when you're there as a
representative of the district, you tend
to see things in a different way. You
see the negligence that's there.

And the sad reality is that
t hose who work there who are responsible
for maintaining those spaces, the
busi nesses that are there that are
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struggling to just survive there and who
know t hat they can do sonething too but
don't feel supported is really difficult.

And so | hope that in these
heari ngs, we conme in wth open m nds of
what can we do different than what we've
been doing in the past. W have to do
sonething different. It is our
responsibility. Twenty years from now,
we want young people to say that we had
an opportunity to nake a difference in
their lives and that we stood up for
them | want to be able to do that. |
want to be able to go to bed at night and
say that every day | show up and give
150 percent to ny community, and | hope
that that is what you all want as well.

Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you, Council woman.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you very much. That concl udes our
speeches on behalf of the mnority and
the majority.

And with that, the Chair
recogni zes Councilman Squilla for a
notion to adjourn.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove that Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday, My 11th, 2023
at 10: 00 a. m

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that Council adjourned
until Thursday, May 11, 2023, 10:00 a.m

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
notion carries.

Thank you all very much.
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(Stated Meeting adj ourned at
12: 07 p.m)
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