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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  CGood

af ternoon everyone and wel cone to

Phi | adel phia Gty Council's

Commttee on Streets and Servi ces.

| note that the hour has cone.

M. Pullin, would you

pl ease call the roll.

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Ahnmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Bass.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Brooks.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

Present.

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair

Squi |l I a.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Present .

THE CLERK: Chair Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
Present. Thank you, M. Pullin.

| note that a quorum of
the Conmttee is present for this
hearing to be called to order. |
al so note for the record the
presence of Council menber Jam e
Gaut hi er.

This is a public hearing
of the Commttee on Streets and
Servi ces considering testinony on
Bill Nos. 240872, 250575, 250576,
250606, 250649, 250652, 250653,
250710, 250711, 250712, 250713,
250714, 250715, 250716, 250718,
250723, 250724, 250725, 250770,
250771 and 250772. | would like to
also note that Bill Nos. 250606 and
250649 are being held at the
request of the sponsor.

Bef ore we begin, do any

Page 3

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
09/ 29/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

of ny col | eagues have any openi ng
remar ks?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you.

M. Pullin, please read
the title of the first bill

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250713 titled, Establishing a
par ki ng regul ati on on South 62nd
Street between Chestnut Street and
Wal nut Street; Kingsessing Avenue
bet ween South 52nd Street and South
53rd Street; Sansom Street between
South 62nd Street and South 63rd
Street; Powelton Avenue between
North 42nd Street and North 43rd
Street; Powelton Avenue between
43rd Street and Hol den Street.

Also, Bill No. 250714
titled, Establishing a parking
regul ati on on Fountain Street
bet ween Ri dge Avenue and Hazel wood

| ane; Lauriston Street between
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Roxbor ough Avenue and Monastery
Avenue; Overl ook Road between
Matt hi as Street and Shal kop Street;
Gorgas Lane between R dge Avenue
and Lawton Street; Martin Street
bet ween Ri dge Avenue and Mt chel
Street; Levering Street between
Cresson Street to Silverwood
Street; Lenonte Street between
Pechin Street and Ri dge Avenue;
Dupont Street between Fl enm ng
Street and Boone Street to Dead
end; Monastery Avenue between
Mtchell Street and R dge Avenue;
Pal i sades Drive between Capit al
View Drive and Heritage Drive and
Merrick Road.

Also, Bill No. 250715,
establ i shing a parking regul ation
on Hobart Street between Thonpson
Street and Master Street; Lancaster
Avenue between Jefferson Street and
North 54th Street; North 59th

Street between Ml vern Avenue and
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Whodcrest Avenue; Banbrey Street
between Wl lard Street and
Al'l egheny Avenue.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch, M. Pullin. Wuld you
pl ease call the witness to testify
on these bills.

For the record, this is
testinony for Bill Nos. 250713,
250714 and 250715.

THE CLERK: The first
wi tness testifying is Lester
Enmer son, Deputy Parki ng Manager for
t he Phil adel phia Parking Authority.

(Wtness approached
wi t ness table.)

MR, EMERSON: Good
nmor ni ng, Counci | .

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Good
norni ng. Please state your nane
for the record and begin with your
testi nony.

MR. EMERSON: My nane is

Lester Enerson, Deputy Manager for
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t he Phil adel phi a Par ki ng Authority.
Thank you for allowng ne to
testify before Council regarding
Or di nances 250713, 250714 and
250715, establishing parking
regul ati ons. Phil adel phi a Parki ng
Aut hority has no objection to the
ordi nances previously read before
Counci | and recommends favorabl e
consi deration. Thank you again for
your tinme and |I'm happy to respond
to any questions at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch, M. Enerson.

Are there any questions
of this witness on these bills?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you so nuch,
M. Enerson.

I s there anyone el se
present wishing to testify on Bill
Nos. 250713, 250714 or 2507157

(No response.)
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you.
M. Pullin.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250710 titled, anending Section 3
of an Ordinance (Bill No. 230033),
approved April 12, 2023, entitled
"An Ordi nance Authorizing the
vacating of Sloan Street from Qgden
Street to its term nus northwardly
therefrom and the reserving and
plotting upon Gty Plan No. 106 of
a right-of-way for sewer and
dr ai nage purposes and public
utility purposes within the Iines
of said Sloan Street being vacated
and aut hori zing acceptance of the
grant to the Gty of the said
ri ght-of-way, under certain terns

and conditions," by extending the
period for conpliance with the
ternms and conditions stated

t herei n.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:.  Thank
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you, M. Pullin. Wuld you pl ease
call the witnesses to testify on
this bill.

THE CLERK: The first
Wi tnesses to testify are Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for the Departnent of
Streets; and Sarah Chi u,

Devel opnent Director for the Gty
Pl anni ng Comm ssi on.

(Wt nesses approached
wi tness table.)

THE CLERK: Pl ease
pr oceed.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG |
apol ogi ze for that. Please proceed
wi th your testinony.

M5. MARCONI: Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle
Marconi and I'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the

Departnent of Streets. |'mhere
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today to offer testinony on Bil
No. 250710, introduced by
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

This is not an
Adm ni stration ordi nance, but an
or di nance requested by M chael
Mattioni, Esq. of Mattioni, Ltd.,
representing 879 North for 40 LLC.
The purpose of this proposed
ordinance is to amend a previous
ordi nance (Bill No. 230033)
approved April 12, 2023, which
aut hori zed the vacating of Sloan
Street from Ogden Street to its
term nus northwardly therefrom and
the reserving and plotting upon the
Cty Plan of a right-of-way for
sewer and drai nage purposes and
public utility purposes within the
lines of Sloan Street being vacated
and the acceptance of the grant to
the Gty of the said right-of-way.

The portion of Sloan

Street proposed to be vacated is
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not in use by public traffic and is
not nai ntai ned by the Departnent of
Street -- excuse ne, the Streets
Departnent as a city street. The
proposed anendnent will extend the
oper abl e period for conpliance with
the terns and conditions of the
aut hori zi ng ordi nance for an
addi tional two years. The purposes
of this action is to allow the bed
of Sloan Street to revert to
private property so that the area
can be better naintained.

The Departnent of
Streets has no objection to this
proposed ordi nance and recomrends
it to the conmttee for a favorable
action. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify before you
today and woul d be pleased to
answer any questions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Ms. Marconi.

Ms. Chiu, please proceed
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Wi th your testinony.

M5. CHU Good
aft ernoon, Chairnenber Young and
menbers of the Committee on Streets
and Services. |'m Sarah Chiu, Cty
Pl anner Manager with the
Phi | adel phia Gty Pl anning
Commi ssion. |I'mhere to testify on
Bill No. 250710, introduced by
Councilman O Neill on Septenber 11,
2025.

This bill wll extend
the time for conpliance with the
original Bill No. 230033, which is
approved to authorize vacating the
| egal |y opened portion of Sloan
Street from Ogden Avenue to its
northern termnus. This portion of
Sloan Street is not approved as a
public street nor it is open to the
public traffic. The adjacent
property owner has requested this
action in order to renove its |egal

encunbrance on the underlying
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property and clarifying the
ownership of the affected area.

The Gty Pl anning
Comm ssion at its neeting on
Sept enber 18, 2025 recommended Bil |
No. 250710 for approval. 1'Il be
happy to answer any questi ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Ms. Chiu.

Are there any questions
on Bill No. 250710 from any nenbers
of the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you. W're
going to go a little bit out of
order today.

So, M. Pullin, would
you please read the title of the
next bill to be heard.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250712 titled, Authorizing the
Streets Departnent to establish

par ki ng and stoppi ng regul ati ons on
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both sides of 47th Street between
Chestnut Street and Ki ngsessing
Street, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you, M. Pullin. Wuld you pl ease
read call the first witnesses to
testify on this bill -- | apologize
for that.

Before we call the
W tnesses, | would like to
recogni ze the sponsor of this
| egi sl ati on, Council menber Jam e
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Yes. Thank you so nuch, Chairnman
Young, Vice-Chair Squilla and
menbers of the Committee.

| wanted to speak on
this bill because there has been a
| ot of msinformation around this
bill and this project and |
appreci ate the opportunity to

rem nd everyone why we are doing
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this work in the first place.

More than two years ago,
nei ghbor hood resi dents approached
nmy of fice about redesigning two
arterial roads, 47th Street and
48t h Street, which have been
pl agued with traffic viol ence.
47th Street is actually on the
City's Hgh Injury Network, and a
series of crashes such as a truck
slammng into Lee's Deli and a
pedestrian succunbing to her
injuries after being struck by a
car at 47th and Chester prove how
necessary this work is and these
are just a couple of exanples.

| directed ny teamto go
above and beyond in engagi ng the
comunity. Alongside OIS we
co-hosted nore than a dozen
nmeetings in various formats,
gat hered feedback and nmade
our sel ves avail abl e for individual

conversations. W net wth RCO
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executive boards. W organi zed
bl ock-specific focus groups. W
hel d open houses and offered
smal ler, tailored neetings for any
bl ock or any entity that felt that
their voice was not being heard.

After nearly two years
of extensive outreach, the
conclusion is clear. Despite a few
pockets of very vocal opposition,
nost nei ghbors strongly support our
safety neasures on 47th and 48th
Streets. In total, we incorporated
over 50 specific revisions from
nei ghbors. This bill enables sone
of those revisions that were
request ed by nei ghbors.

Nei ghbors asked for
| oadi ng zones to hel p them unl oad
groceries, pick up and drop off
young peopl e and seniors and have
itens delivered. Bill 250712 gives
Streets the perm ssion to inplenent

the | oadi ng zones and par ki ng
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changes that nei ghbors specifically
asked for.

| want to thank everyone
who is here to testify on the bill
today. Whether you're for or
agai nst, | do think governnent
wor ks best when nei ghbors make
their voices heard. And as with
any major infrastructure project,
there will inevitably be grow ng
pains no matter how hard we tried
to avoid it. And for this reason,
| think it is very appropriate to
give Streets the authority they
need to make the tweaks that they
see i s necessary as this project
noves forward.

But traffic violence is
real violence and it is no accident
that our working class Black and
Brown communiti es experience a
di sproportionate share of this
vi ol ence. For too long our city

has seen our communities and our
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bodi es as expendable. And so, this

is about safety. It isn't about
politics. It isn't about anybody
running for office. |It's about

safety for our kids, our elders and
everyone in between.

And that's why as both a
trai ned urban planner and a
Council menber | will never waver
in my nunber one obligation to nmake
West and Sout hwest Phil adel phia a
safe place to live. | urge the
menbers of the Commttee to send
Bill 250712 to the Council fl oor
with a favorable recommendati on and
| thank you very much for the
opportunity to speak today.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch, Council nenber
Gaut hi er.

The Chair recogni zes
M. Pullin. Wuld you please cal

the name of the w tnesses to
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testify.

THE CLERK: Yes. The
next witness to testify, to cone up
al ongside M. Mintanez is Chris
Gail, Executive Director at the
Bi cycle Coalition of Geater
Phi | adel phi a.

(Wt nesses approached
wi t ness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:

M. Montanez, please state your
name for the record and give us
your testinony.

MR, MONTANEZ: Good
af ternoon, Chai rman Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Richard
Montanez as | amthe Deputy
Comm ssi oner for Departnent of
Streets. |I'mhere to offer
testinmony on Bill No. 250712,

i ntroduced by Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

This bill authorizes the
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Streets Departnment to pronul gate
regul ations to prohibit or restrict
t he stopping of vehicles and to
establish and revise tinme-limted

| oadi ng zones on both sides of 47th
Street between Chestnut Street and
Ki ngsessing Street consistent with
the protection of the public safety
and appropriate use of the right-
of - way.

These regul ations are
part of the street direction change
and the traffic safety inprovenents
made to 47th Street that were
i npl emented this sumer. These
changes include the addition of
| oadi ng zones and dayl i ghting at
I ntersections. Daylighting
i ncreases visibility for drivers
and pedestrians at intersections
and crosswal ks, thus inproving
safety.

Par ki ng and st oppi ng

regul ati ons were devel oped in
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partnership with Council nenber
Gauthier's office and the result of
st akehol der engagenent conduct ed
bet ween 2023 and 2025. The
Departnment of Streets supports this
| egi slation. This concludes ny
testinony. | am pleased to answer
any questions you nmay have. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

M. Gil, please begin
your testinony.

MR GAIL: M nane is
Chris Gail. [|'mthe Executive
Director of the Bicycle Coalition
of Greater Philadel phia. Thank
you, Council man Young, nenbers of
Streets and Services for this tine.
We do support this legislation, as
it will enable the safety of al
road users by prohibiting parking
in the new separated bi ke | ane and

one-way sout hbound | ane
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configuration on 47th Street.

The sout hbound | ane on
47th will serve as the street pair
for the northbound | ane on 48th
Street. 47th Street is on the
Phi | adel phia H gh I njury Network
with 80% of all crashes involving a
death or serious injury occurring
on just 12%of city streets. This
Is a safety issue.

The Bicycle Coalition
supports Bill No. 250712 and ask
that the nmenbers of this Conmttee
vote in favor to introduce us to
the floor. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you so nmuch. | do have a question.
You cited the statistics on the
High Injury Network that this block
is on. But this block is -- rather
this block is on the High Injury
Net wor k. Do you know t he
per cent age of those accidents that

happened on this particul ar bl ock?
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MR GAIL: | do not know
the specifics of this block for the
crashes.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Ckay.
The Adm ni stration departnent,
woul d you have those statistics or
will it be OIS who may have
those statistics --

MR, MONTANEZ: | don't
have that one off the top of ny
head -- sorry, Councilman. | do
not know it off the top of ny head,
but we can provide you those
nunbers after this neeting.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. | nean, because it's good to
note that we have 80% of injuries
are occurring on only 12% But
within that 12% we want to nake
sure that those streets are also --
the right policies are tailored to
the anmount of injuries that are
caused on those particular streets

too, right.
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Every policy doesn't
isn't a one-size-fit-all for every
street. So we just want to make
sure that it's specifically
tailored to that community, because
communities all want to be safer
but we got to nmake sure that it
wor ks for that area.

M. Montanez, just a
question. On these types of
matters, | just note for nmy own
intellectual curiosity | guess that
sone matters are Streets Departnent
and others are OTlIS. |Is there a
difference in why OIS wll handle
sonet hing versus the Streets
Departnment in sone particul ar
matters?

MR, MONTANEZ: The
Streets Departnent and OTl S work
t oget her hand-in-hand for the
safety of all users of the public
right-of-way. OIlS usually works

on the planning side and Streets
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Depart nent works on the
I npl ement ati on side.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Ckay.
Thank you.

Are there any ot her
guestions of these w tnesses by
menbers of the commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you both for
your testinony.

And just to note that
there are sone fol ks who have
listed they want to testify on this
bill, we will have that testinony
during the public comment section
to allow the public to testify on
these bills and others that are
going to cone up as well. Just
want to let you all know early on

M. Pullin, please read
the title of the next bill to be
hear d.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
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250716 titled, Anmending Section 2
of an Ordinance (Bill No. 230438),
approved July 5, 2023, entitled "An
O di nance Aut horizing the revision
of lines and grades on a portion of
City Plan Nos. 230 and 289 by
placing on the Gty Plan two

i rregul arly-shaped areas, one

| ocated al ong the northeasterly

si de of R dge Avenue and extendi ng
froma point northwest of the

W ssahi ckon Creek to a point
approxi mately 424 feet further

nort hwestwardly therefrom and the
ot her | ocated al ong the

sout hwesterly side of Ri dge Avenue
extending froma point northwest of
t he W ssahi ckon Creek

nort hwestwardly to the

sout hwesterly side of Main Street,
t hereby wi dening said R dge Avenue,
and aut horizing the opening of the
portions of the said w dened Ri dge

Avenue extending through property
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owned by the City, under certain
ternms and conditions, including the
dedication to the Cty of the
additions to the beds of Ridge
Avenue and Main Street being placed
on the Gty Plan," by extending the
period for conpliance with the
ternms and conditions stated

t her ei n.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Pullin. Wuld you pl ease
call the first wtnesses to testify
on this bill.

THE CLERK: The first
W thesses to testify are Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for the Departnent of
Streets; and Sarah Chi u,

Devel opnent Director for the Cty
Pl anni ng Commi ssi on.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Good afternoon again. Please
state your nanme for the record and

begi n your testinony.
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M5. MARCONI : (Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle
Marconi and |'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the
Departnent of Streets. |'mhere to
of fer testinony on Bill No. 250716,
i ntroduced by Council menber Jones.

This is not an
Adm ni stration ordi nance, but an
ordi nance requested by WIIliam
Kunkl e, Seni or Program Manager at
SEPTA. The purpose of this
proposed ordi nance is to anend the
previ ous ordi nance Bill No. 230438,
approved January 5, 2023, which
aut hori zed the w deni ng of Ridge
Avenue between the W ssahi ckon
Creek and Main Street.

The bill will extend the
operabl e period for conpliance with
the terns and conditions of the

aut hori zi ng ordi nance for an
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additional two years. SEPTA is
redevel opi ng and expandi ng t he

W ssahi ckon Transportation Center
on Ri dge Avenue. This action wl|
rel ocate the right-of-way |ines and
wi den the roadway to facilitate bus
novenent and safe boardi ng and
deboar di ng.

Departnent of Streets
has no objections to this proposed
ordi nance and recommends it to the
commttee for favorable action.
Thank you for the opportunity to
testify today. 1'll be happy to
answer any questions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Ms. Chiu, please
proceed.

M5. CHU Good
aft ernoon, Chairnenber Young and
menbers on the Committee of Streets
and Services. |'m Sarah Chiu, Cty

Pl anni ng Manager with the
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Phi | adel phia Gty Pl anning

Commi ssion. |I'mhere to testify on
Bill No. 250716, introduced by
Counci | renber Jones on Sept enber

11, 2025.

This bill wll extend a
tinmeline for conpliance with the
original Bill 230438, which was
approved to authorize the w dening
of Ridge Avenue to build and
dedicate to the city bus-only | ane
and wi dening the sidewal ks in front
of the expanded W ssahi ckon
Transportation Center. The Gty
Pl an change action is consistent
with the Wssahi ckon Gateway Pl an
and its recomrendati ons about
wi deni ng Ri dge Avenue as a part of
expansi on of the W ssahi ckon
Transportation Center.

The Gty Pl anning
Comm ssion at its neeting on
Sept enber 18, 2025 recommended Bil |
No. 250716 for approval. 1'Il be
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happy to answer any questi ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your testinony.

Just a qui ck question.
Is there anyone from SEPTA here to
testify on this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  No,
okay.

Are there any questions
on Bill No. 250716 of these
W t nesses by nenbers of the
conmm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you for your
testi nony.

M. Pullin, please read
the title of the next bill to be
hear d.

THE CLERK: Bill 250724
titled, Authorizing various
encroachnents in the vicinity of

1000- 52 Frankford Avenue,
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Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vania 19125,
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. M. Pullin, please call the
Wi tnesses to testify.

THE CLERK: The
Wi thesses to testify are Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for Departnment of Streets;
and Sarah Chiu, Devel opnent
Director for the Gty Planning
Conmm ssi on.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you. Ms. Marconi, please proceed
wi th your testinony.

M5. MARCONI : Good
aft ernoon, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle
Marconi and |'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the
Departnent of Streets. |'mhere
today to offer testinony on Bil

No. 250724, introduced by
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Counci |l man Squi I | a.

This bill authorizes
CORE EQUITY II, LP, (the Omer) to
install, own and nmintain

encroachnments in the nature of a
si dewal k cafe and fence at

Mamaj uana Cafe, |ocated at 1052
Frankford Avenue. A total of four
tables and 16 seats for a sidewal k
cafe and a proposed fence will be
| ocated al ong the west sidewal k of
Frankford Avenue and the North
sidewal k of Laurel Street along the
property line of 1052 Frankford
Avenue.

One table and four seats
will be |located adjacent to the
bui | di ng of 1052 Frankford Avenue,
| eaving 7 feet 11 inches of clear,
unobstructed footway. Three tables
and 12 seats will be | ocated
adj acent to the building of 1052
Frankford Avenue, |leaving 11 feet 1

inch of clear, unobstructed
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footway. One proposed fence wll
be | ocated adjacent to the building
of 1052 Frankford Avenue, |eaving 7
feet 11 inches of clear,
unobstructed footway. The proposed
fence wll be 4 feet in height.

The Departnent of
Streets is not opposed to these
proposed encroachnents, as the
m ni nrum footway wi |l be
unobstructed and footway wll be
mai nt ai ned. This concl udes ny
testinmony and |I'm pl eased to answer
any questi ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony.

The Chair recogni zes the
presence of Council man G ndy Bass,
menber of this commttee is
present .

And, Ms. Chiu, please
proceed with your testinony.

M5. CH U  Good

af t ernoon, Chai rnenber Young and
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menbers of this Conmttee on
Streets and Services. |'m Sarah
Chiu, Gty Planning Manager with
the Phil adel phia Cty Pl anning
Commi ssion. |I'mhere to testify on
Bill No. 250724, introduced by
Counci | man Squi | | a.
On Septenber 11, 2025
this bill will allow a sidewal k
cafe at 1052 Frankford Avenue, a
m ni num of 7 feet 11 inches of
cl ear sidewal k spaces to remain
after the installation. This neets
Conplete Streets policy. The
Pl anni ng Comm ssion at its neeting
on Septenber 18, 2025 recommended
Bill No. 250724 for approval. 1'Il
be happy to answer any questi ons.
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch
Are there any questions
of these witnesses on this bill?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG:
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Seei ng none, thank you.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill to be heard.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
240872 titled, Authorizing
encroachments in the nature of a
sidewal k cafe in the vicinity of
6618 Castor Avenue, Phil adel phi a,
Pennsyl vani a 19149, under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Pullin. Please call the
Wi tnhesses to testify on this bill.

THE CLERK: The first
one testifying is Noelle Mrconi,
Legislative Affairs Director for
Departnent of Streets; and Sarah
Chi u, Devel opnent Director for the
Cty Planning Conm ssion.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch.

Ms. Marconi, please

proceed with your testinony.
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M5. MARCONI : (Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle
Marconi and |'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the
Departnent of Streets. |'mhere to
offer testinony on Bill No. 240872,
i ntroduced by Counci |l menber
Philli ps.

This bill authorizes
6618 CASTOR ASSCOCI ATES, LLC (the
Ower) to install, own and maintain
an encroachnent in the nature of a
sidewal k cafe at Tio Pepe, |ocated
at 6618 Castor Avenue. A total of
11 tables and 22 seats for a
sidewal k cafe wll be |ocated al ong
the south sidewal k of Fanshawe
Street and the west sidewal k of
Castor Avenue along the property
line of 6618 Castor Avenue.

Five tables and 10 seats

will be |located adjacent to the
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bui | ding of 6618 Castor Avenue,
| eaving 6 feet of clear,
unobstructed footway. Six tables
and 12 seats will be | ocated
adj acent to the building of 6618
Castor Avenue, |leaving 10 feet of
cl ear and unobstructed footway.

The Departnent of
Streets is not opposed to this
proposed sidewal k cafe, as the
m ni mum unobstructed footway w ||
be maintained. This concludes ny
testinmony and |I'm pl eased to answer
any questi ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch

Ms. Chiu, please proceed
wi th your testinony.

M5. CH U Good
aft ernoon, Chairnenber Young and
menbers of the Commttee on Streets
and Services. |'m Sarah Chiu, Gty
Pl anni ng Manager with the

Phi | adel phia Gty Pl anning
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Commission. |'mhere to testify on
Bill No. 240872, introduced by
Council man Phillips on Cctober 10,
2024.

This bill will allow a
si dewal k cafe at 6516 Castor
Avenue. A mninmmof 10 feet of
clear space is to remain after the
installation on Castor Avenue and a
m ni mum of 6 feet of clear sidewalk
space is to remain after the
installation on Fanshawe Street.

This neets the m ni num
requi red di nensions of the Conplete
Streets policy of the Philadel phia
Code. The City Pl anni ng Comm ssi on
at its neeting on Novenber 21, 2024
recommended Bill No. 240872 for
approval. 1'll be happy to answer
any questions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch, Ms. Chi u.

Are there any questions

on this bill by nenbers of the
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comm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250576 titled, Authorizing
encroachments in the nature of a
sidewal k cafe in the vicinity of
426-28 West G rard Avenue,

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vania 19123,
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Pullin. Please call the
wi tnesses for this bill.

THE CLERK: Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for the Departnent of
Streets; and Sarah Chi u,

Devel opnent Director for the Gty
Pl anni ng Commi ssi on.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
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Ms. Marconi, please proceed.

M5. MARCONI: Thank you.
Good norning -- or excuse ne, good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle
Marconi. |'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the
Departnment of Streets. |'mhere
today to offer testinony on Bil
No. 250576, introduced by
Chai r per son Young.

This bill authorizes
FI MYS 426 Gl RARD LLC, (the Owner)
to install, own and maintain an
encroachment in the nature of a
si dewal k cafe at Las Cazuel as
| ocated at 426-28 Grard Avenue. A
total of 10 tables and 25 seats for
a sidewal k cafe will be | ocated
al ong the curbline and property
l'ine of the south sidewal k of West
G rard Avenue and the east sidewal k

of North Lawrence Street along the
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property line of 426-28 Wst Grard
Avenue.

Three tabl es and ni ne
seats wll be |ocated adjacent to
the curbline of 426-28 Wst Grard
Avenue, leaving 8 feet of clear,
unobstructed footway. Four tables
and eight seats will be | ocated
adj acent to the building of 426-28
West G rard Avenue, |eaving 8 feet
of clear and obstructed footway.
And anot her three tables and ei ght
seats will be |ocated adjacent to
the building of 426-28 West Grard
Avenue, leaving 5 feet of clear and
obstructed footway.

The Departnent of
Streets is not opposed to this
proposed sidewal k cafe, as the
m ni mum unobstructed footway w |
be mai ntained. This concludes ny
testinony and |'m pl eased to answer
any questions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:.  Thank
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you so nuch

Ms. Chiu, please
proceed.

M5. CH U  CGood
af t ernoon, Chai rnenber Young and
menbers on the Cormittee of Streets
and Services. |I'mSarah Chiu, Cty
Pl anni ng Manager with the
Phi | adel phia Gty Pl anning
Commi ssion. |'mhere to testify on
Bill No. 250576, introduced by
Counci | man Young on May 29, 2025.

Bill No. 250576 will
permt a sidewal k cafe at 426-28
West Grard Avenue. A mnimumof 5
feet of clear sidewal k space is to
remain after installation on
Law ence Street and 8 feet of clear
sidewal k space is to renmain after
installation on Grard Avenue.
This neets the Conplete Streets
policy.

The Pl anni ng Comm ssi on

at its nmeeting on June 5, 2025
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recommended Bill No. 250576 for
approval . 1"l be happy to answer
any questions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony on
this.

Are there any questions
by menbers of the commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
Seei ng none, thank you so much.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the titles of the next
bill to be heard.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250725 titled, Authorizing
encroachnments in the nature of a
sidewal k cafe in the vicinity of
1313-17 South 3rd Street,

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vania 19147,
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG It's
a lot of sidewal k cafes. | can't

wait to eat there.
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M. Pullin, please call
the witnesses to testify.

THE CLERK: The first
wWthness to testify is Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for Departnent of Streets;
and Sarah Chiu, Devel opnent
Director for the City Planning
Conmm ssi on.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Ms. Marconi, please
proceed with your testinony.

M5. MARCONI : Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle
Marconi. |I'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for Departnent
of Streets. |I'mhere to offer
testinmony on Bill No. 250725,

I ntroduced by Councilman Squill a.

This bill authorizes

THI RD STREET REAL ESTATE (the
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Omer) to install, own and naintain
an encroachnment in the nature of a
sidewal k cafe at Herman's Coffee
| ocated at 1313-17 South 3rd
Street. A total of eight tables
and 30 seats for a sidewal k cafe
wi Il be located al ong the east
sidewal k of South 3rd Street, along
the property line of 1313-17 South
Third Street, and al ong the west
si dewal k of East Myanensi ng Avenue
al ong the property line of 1313-17
South 3rd Street.

The Departnent of
Streets does not oppose this
proposed sidewal k cafe, as it wl|
mai ntain 6 feet of clear and
unobstructed footway. This
concludes ny testinony and |'m
pl eased to answer any questions you
may have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Ms. Marconi, please
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proceed with your testinony.

M5. CHU Good
aft ernoon, Chairnenber Young and
menbers of the Committee on Streets
and Services. |'m Sarah Chiu, Cty
Pl anni ng Manager with the
Phi | adel phia Gty Pl anning
Commi ssion. |I'mhere to testify on
Bill No. 250725, introduced by
Counci l man Squilla on Septenber 11,
2025.

This bill wll allow a
si dewal k cafe at 1313-17 South 3rd
Street. A mninmumof 6 feet of
cl ear sidewal k spaces to renain
after installation. This neets
Conpl ete Streets policy. The
Pl anni ng Comm ssion at its neeting
on Septenber 18, 2025 recommended
Bill No. 250725 for approval. 1'll
be happy to answer any questi ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your testinony.

Are there any questions
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of these witnesses on this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill to be heard.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250652, sided, Authorizing a
dunpst er encl osure encroachnent at
782-84 South 3rd Street,

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vania 19147,
under certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. M. Pullin, please call the
W t nesses.

THE CLERK: The first
one to testify is Noelle Mrconi,
Legislative Director of Affairs for
the Departnent of Streets; and
Sarah Chiu, Devel opnent Director
for the Gty Planning Conm ssion.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank

you.
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Ms. Marconi, please
state your nane for the record and
begi n your testinony.

M5. MARCONI : Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the streets And Services
Committee. M nanme is Noelle
Marconi. |'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the
Departnent of Streets. |I'mhere to
offer testinony on Bill No. 250652,
I ntroduced by Councilman Squill a.

This bill authorizes
Nat han Ross and Sanuel Lynagan,
(the Omers) to install, own and
mai ntai n an encroachnent in the
nature of a dunpster enclosure
| ocated at 782-84 South 3rd Street.
A dunpster enclosure wll be
| ocated al ong the north sidewal k of
Catherine Street along the property
line of 782-84 South 3rd Street.

The Departnent of

Streets is not opposed to this
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proposed encroachnent, as it wll
maintain 6 feet of clear,
unobstructed footway. This
concludes ny testinony. |'m happy
to answer any questions you nay
have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Sorry
about that delay. Please begin
your testinony.

M5. CHU Good
af t ernoon, Chairnman Young and
menbers of the Commttee on Streets
and Services. |'m Sarah Chiu, Cty
Pl anni ng Manager with the
Phi | adel phia Gty Pl anning
Commi ssion. |I'mhere to testify on
Bill No. 250652, introduced by
Counci |l man Squilla on June 12,

2025.

This bill will allow a
dunpster enclosure at 782-84 South
3rd Street. This will reduce the
exi sting dunpster enclosure to

mai ntain a mni numof 6 feet of

Page 50

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
09/ 29/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

cl ear sidewal k space, which wll
neet the Conplete Streets Policy.
The Pl anning Conmi ssion at its
meeting of July 17, 2025
recommended Bill No. 250652 for
approval. [I'Il be happy to answer
any questions at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony,

Ms. Chi u.

Are there any questions
of these w tnesses by nenbers of
the commttee on this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seeing none, M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250723 titled, Authorizing the
revision of lines and grades on a
portion of City Plan No. 370 by
striking fromthe Gty Plan

Sout hhanpt on Road from Bust| et on
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Avenue to its term nus,
sout heastwardly therefrom under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Would you please call the
Wi t nesses.

THE CLERK: The first
witness to testify is Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs for
Departnment of Streets.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Ms. Marconi, please begin
wi th your testinony.

M5. MARCONI : Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle
Marconi and I'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the
Departnent of Streets. |'mhere
today to offer testinony of Bill
No. 250723, introduced by
Councilman O Neill.

This is not an
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Adm ni stration ordi nance, but an
ordi nance requested by John Jr. and
Robyn Cat agnus of 15001 Bustl et on,
LLC. The purpose of this proposed
ordinance is to authorize the
striking fromthe Gty Plan of
Sout hhanpt on Road from Bust| et on
Avenue to a dead-end approxi mately
209 feet southeastwardly therefrom
The portion of Southhanpton Road
proposed to be stricken is only
partially paved and is not |isted
as legally open on the Streets
Departnent records. The depart nent
IS not desirous of maintaining a
street at this location. This
action has been requested by the
abutting property owners who w sh
to better secure their property and
prevent unauthorized parking and
ot her incursions.

The Departnent of
Streets has no objections to this

proposed ordi nance and recomrends
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it to the Coonmittee for favorable
action. Thank you for the

opportunity to testify today. |I'l
be happy to answer any questi ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch

Are there any questions
on this bill by this wtness?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you,

Ms. Marconi .

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill to be heard.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250653, titled Authorizing a
Streetery on the right-of-way
adj acent to 783-84 South 3rd
Street, Phil adel phia, Pennsylvania
19147, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank

you, M. Pullin. Please call the
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w tnesses for this bill.

THE CLERK: Noell e
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for the Departnent of
Streets.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you, Ms. Marconi. Please proceed
wi th your testinony.

M5. MARCONI: Good
aft ernoon, Chairperson Young,
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle
Marconi. |'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the
Departnent of Streets. |'mhere
today to offer testinony on Bill
No. 250653, introduced by
Counci | mrenber Squi I | a.

This bill authorizes
Nat han Ross and Sanuel Lynagn, LLC
(the Omers) to install, own and
mai ntain a streetery in the right-
of -way adj acent to 782-84 South 3rd

Street. A total of 11 tables and
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22 seats will be located adjacent
to the north curbline of 782-84
South 3rd Street in the parking

| ane and wi |l encroach a di stance
of approximately 7 feet towards the
south along the north cartway of
Cat herine Street.

Departnment of Streets is
not opposed to this proposed
streetery so as long as it conplies
wth the | aws, rul es and
regul ations of the city, and
specifically those of the
Departnment of Licenses and
I nspections, Departnent of Streets
and the Art Comm ssion. This
ordi nance aut hori zes the | ocation
of streetery subject to those
rules. This concludes ny
testinony. |'m pleased to answer
any questions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Ms Marconi, for your

testi nony.
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s there anyone else to
testify?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Pullin. Wuld you pl ease
call the title of the next bill?

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250772 titled, Authorizing
encroachnments in the nature of a
sidewal k cafe in the vicinity of
3423 Kensi ngt on Avenue,

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vania 19134,
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Pullin. Please call the
Wi t nesses.

THE CLERK: Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for the Departnent of
Streets.

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG
Ms. Marconi, please proceed.

M5. MARCONI : Good

af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
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menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle
Marconi. |I'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the
Departnent of Streets. |'mhere
today to offer testinony on Bil
No. 250772, introduced by
Council man Dri scol .

This bill authorizes
3419 Kensington Partners (the
Omer) to install, own and naintain
encroachnments in the nature of a
sidewal k cafe, trash receptacles
and planters | ocated at 3423
Kensi ngton Avenue. A total of five
tabl es and 10 seats, one trash
receptacl e and seven planters for a
sidewal k cafe wll be |ocated
adj acent to the building Iine of
3423 Kensi ngt on Avenue.

The Departnent of
Streets is not opposed to this
proposed encroachnment, as it wll

maintain 5 feet of clear and
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unobstructed footway. This
concludes ny testinony and |'m
pl eased to answer any questions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Ms. Marconi.

Are there any questions
of this witness on this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250771 titled, Authorizing 3419
Kensi ngt on Partners or a subsequent
owner to install, own and maintain
an encroachnent at 3423 Kensi ngton
Avenue, Phil adel phia, Pennsyl vani a
19134, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Pullin. Please call the

witness for this bill
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THE CLERK: Noelle
Mar coni, Departnent of Streets.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Ms. Marconi. Please proceed
wi th your testinony.

M5. MARCONI : Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nanme is Noelle
Marconi. |'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the
Departnent of Streets. |'mhere
today to offer testinony on Bil
No. 250771, introduced by
Counci | menber Driscoll.

This bill authorizes
3419 Kensington Partners(sic), (the
Ower) to install, own and maintain
an encroachnment in the nature of
two buil ding access ranps | ocated
at 3423 Kensington Avenue. Two
proposed building ranps will be
adj acent to the building line of

3423 Kensi ngton Avenue.
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One building ranp w ||
encroach towards the south al ong
the north footway of East Russell
Street, leaving a mnimum of 4 feet
8 inches of clear, unobstructed
footway. A second buil ding access
ranp will encroach towards the west
al ong the east footway of
Kensi ngt on Avenue, |eaving a
m ni num of 5 feet of clear,
unobstructed footway.

Departnment of Streets is
not opposed to these encroachnents,
as the m ni num of an unobstructed
footway will be maintained. This
concludes ny testinony. |'m
pl eased to answer any questions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch, Ms. Marconi.

Just for the record, |
want to note that there is an
amendnent to Bill No. 250771. |Is
that correct, M. Pullin?

THE CLERK: Yes.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. It looks |ike the anendnent
is just a technical anendnent.
Thank you.

Are there any questions
fromnmenbers of this conmttee on
this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you.

M. Pullin, please read
the title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250575 titled, Regulating the
di rection of novenent of traffic on
Gorgas Lane between R dge Avenue
and Lawnton Street, under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. M. Pullin, please call the
W t nesses.

THE CLERK: Noelle
Mar coni, Departnent of Streets.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
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Ms. Marconi, please proceed with
your testinony.

M5. MARCONI : Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle
Marconi. |'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the
Departnment of Streets. |'mhere
today to offer testinony on Bil
No. 250575, introduced by
Counci | menber Jones.

This bill establishes a
two-way regul ati on of Gorgas Lane
bet ween Ri dge Avenue and Lawnt on
Street eastbound. Departnent of
Streets is not opposed to this
two-way regul ation. Signage can be
posted within 60 days. This
concludes ny testinony. |'m
pl eased to answer any questions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Ms. Marconi.

Are there any questions
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of this witness on this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
Seei ng none, thank you.

M. Pullin, please read
the title of the next bill to be
heard by this commttee.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250711 titled, Regulating the
di rection of novenent of traffic on
Preston Street, between Spring
Garden and Haverford, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. M. Pullin, please call the
Wi t ness.

THE CLERK: Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for the Departnent of
Streets.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:

Ms. Marconi, please proceed.

M5. MARCONI : Good

af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
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menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle
Marconi. |I'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the
Departnent of Streets. |'mhere
today to offer testinony on Bill

No. 250711, introduced by

Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

This bill establishes a
one-way regul ation on Preston
Street between Spring Garden and
Haverford sout hbound. Depart nent
of Streets is not opposed to this
one-way regul ation. Signage can be
posted within 60 days. This
concludes ny testinony. |'m
pl eased to answer any questions you
may have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Ms. Marconi.

Are there any questions
of this witness on this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
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Seei ng none, thank you.
M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill to be heard by the commttee.
THE CLERK: Bill No.
250770 titl ed, Anmendi ng Chapter
12- 3400 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Use of An Autonated Speed
Enf orcenent Systemto | nprove

Safety,"” by providing for the use,
adm ni strati on and enforcenent of
aut omat ed speed caneras on

desi gnated state routes, under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Pullin. Please call the
W t nesses.

THE CLERK: The first
witness to testify is Nicholas Cole
Appl eman, Transportation Policy
Anal yst at the Ofice of
Transportation and Infrastructure

Syst ens.

(Wtness approached
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W t ness table.)

MR, APPLEMAN. Good
aft ernoon, everybody.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Good
afternoon. Pl ease state your nane
for the record and begin with your
testi nony.

MR, APPLEMAN:  Sure.
Col e Appl eman, Transportation
Policy Analyst fromthe O fice of
Transportation and Infrastructure
syst ens.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Pl ease proceed.

MR,  APPLENMAN
Absolutely. Al right. WlIl, good
af ternoon everybody, Chairperson
Young, nenbers of the Streets and
Services Commttee. Thank you for
the opportunity to appear here
before you today. As | just
nenti oned, ny nane is Col e Appl eman
and | ama Policy Analyst with the

O fice of Transportation and
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Infrastructure Systens. You
probably know us better as OTIS.
I'"'mhere today to offer testinony
on Bill No. 250770, sponsored by
Council man Driscoll on behal f of
Counci | President Johnson.

This Bill No. 250770 is
titled, The Use of Automated Speed
Enforcenent. |t adds ACE,

Aut omat ed Speed Enforcenent,
caneras along State Routes 1004,
much better known as Erie and
Torresdal e Avenue; Route 2016,
better known as Al l egheny Ave; and
Route 2001 which is Col unbus and
Del awar e Avenue, O egon Ave, west
of -- excuse ne, east of Broad and
Ri chnond Street.

This bill would
establ i sh speed enforcenent caneras
al ong these three additional
corridors to reduce speeding,

t herefore reduci ng deat hs and

serious injuries along these major
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corridors. As we've said nany
times before, slow ng down saves
lives. This is -- excuse ne.
Speed is the top deciding factor in
both whether a crash is going to
happen at all as well as how severe
the crash nmay be, leading to a
serious injury or fatality. ACE
has proven to be highly effective
i n Phil adel phia slow ng drivers
down.

In the years since ACE
was installed on Roosevelt
Boul evard, we've seen a 95%
reduction in speeding violations on
t he Boul evard. W' ve al so seen
pedestri an-invol ved crashes cut in
hal f, so a reduction of 50% as
well as a 21%reduction in fatal
and serious injury crashes overall.

Council did vote to
expand this |ifesaving technol ogy
to two other corridors in 2024,

i ncluding Broad Street and Route 13
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as well as early this year passing
| egislation to put this technol ogy
i n seven school zones. The three
corridors under consideration were
careful ly selected for expansion
after extensive study and of speed-
rel ated crashes throughout the
city.

In preparation for this
| egi slation, we consulted with
every inpacted District
Counci | mrenber and have conduct ed
extensive research -- sorry, excuse
me, extensive outreach, there we
go, with the registered comunity
organi zations regarding this
expansion. In addition to Council
and conmmunity outreach, the
activation of these caneras of
course will be followed by a 60-day
war ni ng period, ensuring a
transparent roll-out of the
program

We | ook forward to
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continuing our work with the

Phi | adel phi a Parki ng Authority as
program adm ni strators and of
course the Pennsyl vani a Depart nent
of Transportation on effective
program conmuni cati on, sharing the
message that this pilot is not
about issuing tickets but it's
about changi ng behavi or to preserve
human |ife.

Thank you very nuch for
the opportunity to appear before
you today. This legislation is
proven effective. And once again,
t hank you for taking part in
hel pi ng nanage speeds to keep
people safer in this city. 1"l
take any questions now.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony.
Can you tell us what the mles per
hour woul d be along this corridor?

MR, APPLEMAN:  Whi ch
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one?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG: Al |
of them essentially.

MR APPLEMAN:.  Ckay.

Yes, | would like to verify. So

Al | egheny Ave is 25 mles an hour.
The speed limt is variable al ong
Rout e 2001 which i s Col unbus and
Del aware. |t goes between 25 and
30 mles an hour. And then | would
have to verify Route 1004 but |
believe that's between 25 and 30

m |l es an hour, depending on exactly
where you are on that route.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  So
what determ nes the variable? |
mean, |'mjust thinking if that's
Col unbus and Del aware |'m j ust
trying to conpare it to Broad
Street, for exanple, right.

MR, APPLEMAN:.  Sure.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Broad
Street is our main street in our

city. So what's the variabl es that
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det erm ne what speed should be |
guess the max speed for this canera
syst enf?

MR, APPLEMAN: Sure. So
the speed limts are al ready
determ ned on that road and that's
actually sonet hing that PennDOT
determ nes. Wen we did | ower the
speed imt on the north section of
Broad Street when this was passed
with 611, that was actually done
after a speed study was finished
and it cane recommended that we do
so. That was not sonething that we
decided as the city. That all has
to go through PennDOT determn ning
the speed limt.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  What
are the variabl es that determ ned
that is the question?

MR. APPLEMAN: That
woul d be a good question for
sonebody who's nore of a traffic

engi neer. |I'mnore of the
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| egi sl ative kind of gentlenman.
Hang on one second.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG Vel |,
that'll be hel pful --

MR. APPLEMAN: Yes --

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG It'd
be hel pful if the Adm nistration
can give us sone of the variables
that are determ ning sonme of the
things that we are |egislating,
right.

(Wtness approached
wi tness table.)

MR GORINI: Do | need

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Yes.
Pl ease state your nane for the
record and -- yeah, please.

MR GORINI: Marco
Gorini, Vision Zero Program Manager
with the Ofice of Transportation
and Infrastructure System So,
yeah, just to follow up on what

Cole was saying it is part of the
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state legislation that we have to
do a traffic and engi neeri ng study
on every corridor that is selected
between the Cty and PennDOT to
install automated speed

enf or cenent.

So the traffic engineers
do a -- they do a speed study.
They col |l ect speed data. They
evaluate that. There are rules
that sort of define that that
traffic engineers have to foll ow.
85th percentile is one of them
But, yeah, that process is not
conplete for those corridors, so
they're currently collecting the
speed data that will go into
determ ni ng what the appropriate
speed limt should be for the three
corridors.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  So
that process isn't conplete yet,
but we are passing the | egislation

that would -- so who would regul ate
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that? Once we pass this

| egi sl ati on, who would then say the
speed on this street is X and that
street is Y? W determ nes that
once this is passed?

MR GORINI: So that's
done by the chief traffic engineer.
So the City of Phil adel phia works
with PennDOT within the rules that
are defined by the state for what
the appropriate speed limt should
be. So again, it's based on what
the prevailing speed is that people
are going at. But there are sone
addi ti onal considerations that they
can take into account to nmake sure
that it's the safest, nost
appropriate speed for that type of
corridor.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  And
for these corridors here, do we
have i nformati on on what those
prevailing speeds are to give to

the public who will be affected by
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this?

MR GORINI: So we've
taken sone initial speed on Erie
and Torresdale as well as we have
sonme recent studies on Del aware
Ave, Col unbus Boul evard. But
again, they are doing sort of |ike
the official speed study now where
they' |l take the nobst recent speed
data, make sure that we're using
the nost up-to-date to determ ne
what the correct speed limt is and
also to justify the |l ocations of
t he speed caneras.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  So
how can the public again get access
to that information to ensure that
the mles per hour that the Gty
cones up with or the traffic
engi neer decides is based on real
i nformation that they' ve coll ected?
How can there be third party
val i dators essentially for sonme of

this information that is being
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col | ected?

MR GORINI: So the
speed data that is collected that's
part of the traffic and engi neering
study is privileged. [It's not
sonet hing that can be nade public
because the speed studies are a
docunment that's not di scoverable
and not sort of shareable. But

there are ot her sources of data.

For i1 nstance, DVRPC
hosts their sort of traffic count
website that has a ot of available
speed studies. There are other
sort of conpanies that put out
speed data and we kind of | ook at
all of these different ones. W
have to use a very specific sort of
standard for the speed studies
thensel ves that go towards the
speed limt. But it will be very
much in line with all of the kind

of avail abl e data out there about

the prevailing speeds on those
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corridors.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  So
what you're saying is that the
menbers of this Conmttee who have
been asked to pass |egislation
regardi ng aut omat ed speed
enforcenent, but we can't have
access to the data that determ ne
what the automated speed
enf or cenent shoul d be?

MR GORINI: W can
share with nmenbers of the Commttee
the speed, sort of that raw speed
stay studies, if that's sonething
that folks would Iike to see. W
absol utely can share that.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG |
mean, | think we would |ike to see
the informati on that determ ned
that this is necessary. As a
menber who is nmaking that decision,
for us not to be able to have that
information I think is a little

bit, you know, | think that we're
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ki nd of negligible in making that
deci sion without seeing that data
to our constituents who are anong
these corridors who drive anong
these corridors. And | can go back
to themand say, | saw this, you
know, this study here, it said
this, it said that to base that
i nformation off of.

Ri ght now you guys only
see that and you're hiding behind
| egislation fromthe state that
says essentially for any type of
sone kind of crimnal hearing or
sonme kind of civil, like, someone
gets sued based on these types of
things, that the information cannot
be di scoverable, but that doesn't
nmean you necessarily can't share
that with the legislative body that
I's making a decision to grant this
type of information.

And so, | think it's

hard for nme to pass sonething |ike
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this out w thout having that

i nformation, w thout having to
understand that information. |
mean, we just asked for what do you
use to determne that, right.

W' re just asking for that

i nformati on, what are you using so
I can nmake a nore inforned
deci si on.

MR GORINI: Just
respectfully, the nmain criteria,
and this is all very public and we
have it up online, it's all
accessi ble, crash data, right.

This is really based on where we're
seei ng speedi ng-rel ated and seri ous
Injury crashes and fatal crashes.
We know that speed is the key
factor in those. So that's like
our end goal, right, to of course
try to elimnate those severe
crashes and that's how those
corridors were sel ect ed.

The speed data pi ece,
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again there is existing speed data
that is available and that we al so
consulted to sort of further prove
that we're seeing a speeding issue
on these corridors, but it really
I's about the crash data at the end
of the day and that report is
online and fully accessible. It's
been there for a nunber of nonths
now. So we do want to be as
transparent as possi bl e.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  But
the actual study to determine this
corridor is not sonething that we
have access to?

MR GORINI: So to
determ ne the corridor, to sort of
say this one is being prioritized,
everyone has access to that.
That's based on crash dat a.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  What
' m aski ng about is the specifics
of these corridors, where these

caneras will go, again the

Page 82

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
09/ 29/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

I nformation that was used to
determ ne the corridor, the speed
of the corridor, all those things,
that is not available to us?

MR GORINI: The
specific studies that are required
to set speed limts are the ones
that are privileged, yeah.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG: Al
right. So you're asking us to set
speed imts w thout having that
i nformation essentially, wthout
being able to take a | ook at that
I nformation?

MR GORINI: | guess
what we're asking is for perm ssion
to use the speed caneras because we
know that there's a speeding
probl em and as a result of that
process, the speed limt wll be
| ooked at because it's required.

So we are asking w thout yet having
determ ned exactly if the speed

[imt should remain what it IS now,
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or if it needs to be changed to
grant perm ssion to do speed
caneras because there's a speeding
pr obl em

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Ckay.
Thank you.

Are there any questions
of these wi tnesses?

Chai r recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Chair.

Good afternoon.
Question, not about this
| egi slation specifically because it
mentions particular parts of the
roadways. | have a question of why
Li ncol n Drive does not nmake it. |
need to know this because | drive
it every day and it is horrendous,
and sonmetinmes | contribute to that
horrendous behavi or.

But | just want to know

what is -- simlar to what he was
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asking, what is the criteria? |Is
it because there's not enough
crashes, we all know how to drive
there is what |' m understandi ng?
But anybody new on that street is
conpletely terrified.

MR APPLEMAN: So first
of all, as far as shared experience
goes | conpletely and totally
agree. Back when | did own a car,
| did drive on Lincoln Drive
substantially, substantially often.
Peopl e are well over the speed
limt. It is not just anecdotal.
That's there for sure.

In the process of
selecting the five corridors that
the state legislation allowed us to
pi ck, we |ooked at | believe it was
25 state routes and Lincoln Drive
was on there, but it did not crack
the top five. W really had to
pick the five nost severe

corridors. Sonething el se that
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cane up pretty often was nuch |ike
what you're describing there, roads
wher e peopl e are speeding very
often well above the speed limt.
However, there are not also the
crashes to go with it. So State
Route 291, better known as Penrose
Ave, you know, the Platt Bridge by
the airport, very simlar kind of
phenonenon, really, really high
speeds. And anyone who's gone over
that bridge knows that that's
absol utely the case, but the
crashes were just not quite there
to reflect justifying the top five.
W would [ ove to expand this
program

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Exactly. That was ny question,
after these top five are done.
Because ot herw se, you nmight as
wel | make the speed |imt 60 on
Lincoln Drive. That's what people

are doing, right. So | just
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wondered if there's a way to send a
nmessage after this. |Is there
tranches of these done, because
that is a disaster waiting to
happen and di sasters have happened.
So just wanted to know if that is
on our radar for the next group of
t hi ngs.

MR. APPLEMAN: Li ke |
mentioned earlier, we would
absolutely I ove to expand the
program further. And once we do
have those slots, we will certainly
go back and re-evaluate and, say if
Harri sburg says you can have
another 5 or another 10, there's a
very good chance Lincoln Drive gets
It, and sone of the other corridors
peopl e tal k about frequently, Kelly
Drive cones up as well. Again,
it's not that there isn't a
speedi ng problemor isn't a crash
problem It's just not the top

five that, you know, we --
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COUNCI L\WOVAN  AHVAD:
We're just great drivers you nean.
Okay. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Counci |l nenber Ahmad.

Just to that point,
Lincoln Drive if you drive in the
city of Phil adel phia, you know t hat
that is one of the npbst dangerous
when it cones to speedi ng crashes,
but we can't see the data that
they' ve made this decision off of.
And | think that's just sonething
that is just, you know, going to
keep com ng up, is that ny eyes are
telling nme sonmething different in
the city, right.

So we need to be able to
verify what we're seeing, where
we're living anecdotally, right.

So to look at that data to see if
it really matches what we're
seeing, that's what we're asking

for.
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MR GORINI: And that
Is -- sorry, | don't knowif this
is on. That data is on online.
That data that was used you can see
there's a list of every corridor
that we evaluated, all 25 or so,
and sort of how the score was
assi gned based on what types of
crashes happen on that corridor.
And you can see where each corridor
falls on that Iist.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
That's correct. But again, once
the state approves us to use this
type of technol ogy on that
corridor, we won't ever have any
I nput on or information on publicly
about what else is being used to
I nprove safety on that corridor,
what ever vari abl es are bei ng used.
W won't ever know that because
it's privileged essentially.

MR, GORINI: The only

privileged thing is the speed
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study --

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  But
that is what you use to determ ne
the type of solutions you' re going
to put forward. So you just givVing
a solution without us having to see
t he work, see how you got there, |
think that's an issue for us, for
sonme peopl e.

MR APPLEMAN:. If |
could clarify one thing here. It
seens that we keep saying data as
t hough we're referring to one data
set, one collection of data. 1In
reality, we're referring to
several. Fatal and serious injury
crashes and what are called
speedi ng crashes, which is
determ ned by the reporting police
of ficer on the scene, whether or
not speeding was a factor, that's
all publicly available. You can
get that through PennDOT. W have

links to that as well through our
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website at visionzerophl.com \What
we' re tal king about are
specifically the speed studies.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Yes,
the speed studies, right, where the
experts take that data, right, use
that data to conpose a study so we
can be in a nore user-friendly
format to actually read, right. So
that's the study that you all are
using to determne. You all can
see that study that is conducted,
but we can't.

And | think as the
peopl e who have to | egislate that |
think that, that is just where |
have a concern for, that we don't
have the ability to see the sane
study that you're making the
deci sion on. W have to nake the
sanme type of decision wthout
seeing that study. And | just
think that's a bad practice.

| understand there's a
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state | aw that may say sonet hing
about information is not
di scoverabl e, but | do think that
there is a way where we can keep
i nformation privil eged,
particularly for a legislator, than
for the public, right. Again,
you're asking us to authorize the
speed caneras in this area. But
again, we don't know what was the
determ ning factors for that
traffic study. So | just want to
put that on the record again.

Are there any questions
of these w tnesses?

Chai r recogni zes
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. Chairnman.

| just wanted to just
follow up regarding Lincoln Drive
because | think part of what has
happened as soneone who's on

Lincoln Drive every single day, |
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think that what may have happened
I's that because there has been sone
traffic calmng neasures applied in
the form of speed cushions, that
traffic has sl owed down.

And so, we sort of
becone a victimof our own success,
so to speak. You know, we've
slowed traffic down a bit, but it
still could use sone attention. It
could use a lot of attention
actually. And | think sonetines we
are held to accountability for
things that are out of our control.
This is sonething that we can't
control and yet we are still held
responsi ble as the el ected
official. So there really has to
be sone way, sone neasure that we
have access to the information so
t hat when we stand before a
conmunity group, we can speak
intelligently about exactly what's

happening in our community. So |
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just wanted to naeke that point.

| know it's not your
call to make, but if soneone is
listening. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you, Council nenber. Again, | just
wanted to get that on the record
that there is information that we
can't have access to, that the
Adm nistration is using a state | aw
to keep this information fromus in
order to -- and | understand, you
know. But again, we're asked to
make a deci si on when we cannot be
fully informed on the issue.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  And
responsi ble for the results.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  And
responsi ble for the results
essentially, right. But thank you.

Are there any other
guestions of these w tnesses?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
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Seeing none, M. Pullin, would you
pl ease call the next wtnesses to
testify on this bill.

THE CLERK: The next
Wi t nesses testifying are Chris
Gail, Executive Director at the
Bi cycle Coalition of Geater
Phi | adel phi a; Jared Johnson of 5th
Square and Jessan Groenendyk.

(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Pl ease state your nane for
the record and proceed with
testi nony.

MR GAlL: Good
afternoon. M nane is Chris Gail.
"' mthe Executive Director of the
Bicycle Coalition of Geater
Phi | adel phia. Thank you,

Chai rmenber Young and nenbers of
the Streets and Services Conmttee
for this time. An analysis by the

Streets Departnent based on their
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identified three corridors
prioritized in the city's automated
speed enforcenent expansion report:
Al'l of these corridors are on the
Phi | adel phia H gh Injury Network,
with 80% of all crashes involving a
death or serious injury occurring
on just 12%of our city streets.
Speed caneras on
Roosevel t Boul evard have been in
operation for five years and have
yielded results that safety
advocates and traffic engi neers
once only dreaned of. Speed
caneras have reduced speedi ng at
their locations by 95% Fatal and
serious injury crashes have dropped
by 21% Crashes involving people
wal ki ng have fallen by nearly 50%
and researchers have estimted that
speed caneras have saved al nost one
life per nonth on Roosevelt
Boul evard. The Bicycle Coalition

supports Bill No. 250770 and ask
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that nmenbers of the Streets and
Services Conmittee vote in favor of
it.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

M. Jared, good
af t er noon.

MR. JOHNSON: Good
af ternoon, Chair Young and nenbers
of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Jared
Johnson. | serve as a Lead Transit
Organi zer for Fiscal Advocacy,
speaking in support of Bill No.
250770 regardi ng speed caneras on
Eri e Avenue, All egheny Avenue and
Col unbus Boul evard.

We all agree that speed
kills and are just serious injuries
of people. These corridors are
anong our deadliest stretches in
Phi | adel phia and I'mglad to see
the City get serious about traffic

deaths and injuries. Placing
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caneras at these high-risk
| ocations is a critical step
towards saving |ives and changi ng
danger ous behavi or towards drivers.

These canmeras are not a
noney-grab funds reserved from
PennDOT for corridor safety
i nprovenents. Studies will show it
will benefit not only drivers but
pedestri ans and bicyclists going
t hrough these areas. Studies also
created the speed caneras on
Roosevelt Boul evard with savi ng one
life every nonth. Their true val ue
that's neasured in |ives saved, not
dol l ars col | ect ed.

| have friends and
col | eagues that ride bikes in these
areas. A few of themare here
today behind ne and | always think
about their safety every single
day. Sone say these caneras are a
crutch for police enforcenent.

Wiile we are grateful for the work
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of our police, we all understand
that we cannot afford to have an
of fi cer on every dangerous bl ock
24/ 7.

These caneras wil |
provi de consi stent, unbi ased
enforcenment and wll give officers
time to focus on other duties.
Finally, the state governnent in
Harrisburg limted us to five
corridors. There are definitely
nore than five roads that need this
ki nd of neasure in the area and
that we shouldn't have to pick and
choose whi ch roads get the nobst
attention and whi ch roads shoul d be
|l eft alone that we will later
regret because of soneone getting
seriously injured or soneone | osing
their life.

Do we want that on our
plate? | don't think so. W would
like the Gty Council to join us in

advocating for nore speed canera
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corridors, be an ally in road
safety and authorize nore red-1ight
caneras in these intersections.
This will save many lives. It

al ready has on Roosevelt Boul evard
during the past five years. Thank
you for your tinme and we | ook
forward to working together towards
a sol ution.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch.

Are there any questions
of this panel by nenbers of the
commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:

Seei ng none, thank you for your
testi nony.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:

M. Pullin, would you pl ease cal
the title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250718 titled, Anendi ng Chapter
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12-900 of the Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Parking Regul ations and

Penalties,” to confirmregul ati ons
adopt ed by the Departnent of
Streets that establish and revise
time-limted and other rules
restricting parking, stopping and
standi ng, including the
establ i shnment of tine-restricted
| oadi ng zones, in the Center Gty
area, bounded by Spring Garden
Street, the Schuylkill River,
Bai nbri dge Street and the Del awnare
Ri ver; and to reauthorize changes
and additions to such parking rules
in the Center City area by the
Departnent of Streets on an ongoi ng
basis; all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. M. Pullin, would you pl ease
call the wtnesses to testify on

this bill.
THE CLERK: The first
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wWtness to testify is Richard
Mont anez, Deputy Commi ssioner for
t he Departnent of Streets.

(Wtness approached
wi t ness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  For
the record, | note that an
amendnent to Bill No. 250718 has
been sent to nmenbers of the
conm ttee.

M. Mont anez, please
state your nane and give us your
testi nony.

MR, MONTANEZ: Good
af ternoon, Chai rman Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Richard
Mont anez and | am Deputy
Conmmi ssi oner for the Departnent of
Streets. |I'mhere to offer
testinony on behalf of Bill No.
250718, introduced by Chairman
Young on behal f of Counci

Pr esi dent Johnson.
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This bill confirnms a
regul ati on adopted by the Streets
Departnent that establishes and
revise tinme-limted and other rule-
restricted parking, stopping and
standi ng, including the
establ i shnent of tine-restricted
| oadi ng zones in the Center City
area bounded by Spring Garden
Street, the Schuylkill River,

Bai nbri dge Street and the Del aware
Ri ver, and to reauthorize changes
in addition to such parking rules
in the Center City area by the
Departnment of Streets on an ongoi ng
basi s.

The Departnent of
Streets supports this |egislation.
This concludes ny testinony. |'m
pl eased to answer any questions you
may have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Montanez. For the record,

can you tell us, the nenbers of
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this Commttee, where these
proposed | oadi ng zones will be

aut hori zed, again just so fol ks can
have for clarity?

MR. MONTANEZ: This
woul d aut horize the Streets
Departnent to establish or
basi cally reauthorize the Streets
Departnment to establish tine-
| oadi ng zones, tinme restrictions
within the Center Cty area as
bounded by Spring Garden Street,
Bai nbri dge, Del aware River and the
Schuyl ki Il River.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Have
you seen the proposed anendnent to
the | egislation?

MR, MONTANEZ: Have |
personally read it?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  The
proposed anendnent, yeah. This is
to 250718.

MR, MONTANEZ: Yes.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  And
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t he proposed anendnent, could you
tell us where the | oading zones are
aut hori zed?

MR MONTANEZ: It's to
amend Center City as bounded by the
streets | nentioned.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Ckay.
Thank you.

Are there any ot her
questions by nmenbers of the
commttee?

Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  How
wer e | oadi ng zones done previous to
this?

MR. MONTANEZ: So
| oadi ng zones are done by Streets
Departnent regulation. It was an
ordi nance that was introduced in
1981 by Gty Council authorizing
the Streets Departnent to establish
the | oading zone by regul ati on.

Thi s reestabli shes that and
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furthernore allows us to define

| oadi ng zones since at the tine in
1980 e-commerce was not avail abl e.
We did not have nulti-use spaces
such as commercial at the bottom
and residential at the top.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: And
| understand too because of the
current lawsuit that was there that
this has to be done, but you're
saying that the Streets Departnent
under previous purview was al ways
doi ng | oading zones up to this
poi nt ?

MR, MONTANEZ: The
Streets Departnent was al ways
aut hori zed to regulate the curb
space wthin Center Cty.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  And
the court ordered that differently
for this stretch?

MR, MONTANEZ: | cannot
speak on the --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al
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right. For this stretch then, it
woul d al l ow the Streets Depart nent
to continue doing what they've been
doi ng?

MR, MONTANEZ: Correct.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Ckay. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Are there any ot her
questions of this w tness by
menbers of this commttee on this
| egi sl ati on?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you for your
testinony, M. Mntanez.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
M. Pullin, would you pl ease cal
the next witness to testify.

THE CLERK: The next
Wi tnesses to testify are Ll oyd

Brotman, Nicole Galli and Rick
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Her skovitz, Friends of Pine and
Spr uce.

(Wt nesses approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch. If you have witten
testinony, | ask that you submt
that to M. Pullin for the record
and can you give your testinony
pl ease.

MR, BROTMAN: W sent
himwitten testinony yesterday.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

MR. BROTMAN. Thank you.
Good afternoon. M nane is Lloyd
Brotman. ['ve lived in the
(i naudi bl €) nei ghbor hood si nce 1971
and |I'm President of Friends of
Pi ne and Spruce, an organization
established to give residents a
voi ce regardi ng the Pine/ Spruce
corridor. | speak in opposition to

Bill 250718.
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The Gty's plan involved
three parts: First, canceling
Mayor Nutter's 2009 pronise to |et
residents stop briefly in front of
their hones; second, elimnating
30% of scarce onstreet parking to
create | oading zones; and third,
installing concrete barriers, which
woul d make our streets | ess safe,
especially for elderly and di sabl ed
resi dents.

To be clear, FOPS is not
anti-bi ke lane. Residents and
cyclists successfully shared the
streets for 16 years until the
recent changes. W are in favor of
maki ng streets safer by using
effective speed control consi stent
with the goals of Vision Zero. W
believe that limted city funding
shoul d be used where it will do the
nost good on the 12% of city
streets where 80% of the deaths and

serious injuries occur. Diverting
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finite resources to nonhigh-risk
areas such as these relatively safe
Center City streets is inequitable
and w Il cause nore deaths

ci tyw de.

The City's plan m ght be
wel | -intended, but it fails to
enpl oy a scientific, data-driven
approach using verifiable facts,
and you' ve been aski ng great
guestions today to get that
scientific data. The Court of
Common Pl eas of Phil adel phi a
recently granted an injunction
prohi biting the construction of new
| oadi ng zones, requiring the
renmoval of those already install ed.
Judge Thonmas Street did not make
that decision lightly.

Menbers of Council, you
can certainly change the rules
because you don't |ike the outcone.
However, passing this bill would

not address the | ack of factual
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anal ysi s supporting the benefits of
| oadi ng zones, nor would it resolve
concerns about the likely harmto
el derly and di sabl ed that Judge
Thomas Street found so conpel ling.

And be careful what you
wish for. |t would give the
Streets Departnent carte blanche to
establish | oadi ng zones regardl ess
of resident opinion and woul d
el i mnate council mani c prerogative,
| eadi ng each of you unable to
protect the residents in your own
districts. Rather than sinply
granting OTI S nore unchecked power,
pl ease pause and take the tine to
better understand the problem and
pl ease vote to defeat this bill
As | eaders, work wth al
st akehol ders, find solutions and a
wor kabl e plan. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch. State your nane and

proceed with your testinony.
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MR, HERSKOVI TZ: Yes.
My nane is Richard Herskovitz. |
live at 5th and Spruce Street for
41 years. |'ma registered
architect and pl anni ng background
in the city of Phil adel phia, where
|'ve worked for over 50 years. My
wi fe is handi capped. |'mhere in
opposition to Bill 250718, which
woul d give OIl S unchecked authority
over the Streets Departnent and
Cty Council to establish | oading
zones in residential neighborhoods.

You' ve brought out,
Counci | man Young, that we don't
have the information, we don't have
t he data and we can never see it.
It's opaque. So we want this bill
to include a way to nake it |ess
opaque to the conmunity. It's a
very inportant issue, just added it
to the (inaudible). This bil
expands OTl S powers wi t hout

requiring data-driven studies or
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conmunity input.

I n my nei ghborhood, OIS
has al ready denonstrated the
consequences of this approach.
Oversi zed | oadi ng zones sit largely
unused, while cross-streets remain
underutilized for | oading zones.

I n sone cases, daylighting this new
i dea which is a good idea, was
applied to the wong end of the

bl ock, which is not a great

i ndi cation OTl S knows what it is

doi ng, making intersections |ess
saf e.

Ol S has failed to apply
standard truck- and bus-turning
radi us tenpl ates, which has inpeded
access for |arge vehicles and so
they end up running over all the
barriers that they have now. These
exanpl es show why unchecked
authority is problematic. This
bill nust be anended to require

techni cal anal ysis, transparent
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pl anni ng and neani ngf ul
consultation with the residents.
It doesn't now.

Nei ghbor hood | oadi ng
zones shoul d inprove safety and
neet real needs. That neans
al | owi ng adequate tine for
contractor parking, supporting
resi dents who nust unl oad near
their hones, especially
handi capped, and avoi d unnecessary
tow ng, which the towng is
unnecessary.

For these reasons, |
respectfully urge Council to reject
the bill as drafted or anended to
i ncl ude study transparency and
communi ty invol venent. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
and proceed for the record.

MS. GALLI: Thank you.
Nicole Galli. Menbers of Council,
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I Iitve on the 2100 bl ock of Pine
Street where |'ve been a honeowner
for nearly 25 years, and I'ma
proud Phi |l adel phi a busi ness owner
for the last 10. |I'mhere to speak
out against Bill 250718.

Contrary to what was
stated by the person who spoke
right before us, the City
representative, this bill is
extraordi nary and expands any
powers that Streets had previously.
The residential permt programis
one of the prides of Cty Council
and this bill del egates conplete
authority to the Streets Depart nent
to renove as nuch permt parking as
Streets would Iike, prodded of
course by Orl S.

Those officials are not
el ected by and thus not accountabl e
to the citizens of Phil adel phi a.
Consequently, this ordinance, if

enacted, would shield all such
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actions from public scrutiny and
deprive concerned citizens whose
daily lives will be indisputably
I npacted by these rules from having
the right and opportunity to a ful
and fair hearing on such changes.

In 1982, the year after
t he ordi nance that was just
nmenti oned, this Council passed an
ordi nance providing for the current
permt parking systemin Center
Cty and University GCty. The
ordi nance had an inportant purpose
and was enacted after a full and
fair hearing because Gty Counci
understood that the citizens of
t hese nei ghbor hoods needed nore
reliable access to onstreet parking
near their honmes. And today that
need i s even greater.

This year, w thout
proper authorization or hearings,
the Streets Departnent at the

recormendati on of OIl S,
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unilaterally decided to elimnate
nore than 30% of the permt parking
spots on Pine and Spruce Street to
make way for |oading zones. As the
Court of Conmon Pl eas recently
hel d, this decision has a

signi ficant adverse consequences
for the residents, especially the
el derly and di sabl ed residents.

To quote the court, they
woul d be forced to walk up to an
entire city block to exit a vehicle
or unload itens that nust be
carried back to their homes. The
court observed that although the
basis given by the Streets
Departnent for these changes was to
prevent parking and bi ke |anes, and
to reiterate what ny col |l eague
sai d, absolutely support bike
safety, there was no evi dence
supporting this proposition. There
has been a total |ack of evidence

for the changes that the Streets
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Departnent and OIlS are trying to
make.

The very issue,
Counci | man Young, that you were
addressing with the other situation
is the sane here. There is no
transparency. There is a lack of
evi dence. Wiat is happening is
Streets and OTl S are acting on
i nstinct and preference, not upon
true, hard evidence, and that is
what the court | ooked at.

Certainly with this
bill, Gty Council could have, as
it does for so nany streets
changes, proffered a bill narrowy
targeted to the specific issue that
triggered that injunction and
triggered this |egislation, whether
or not nore than 30% of the parking
on Pine and Spruce Streets should
be renoved and substituted with
| oadi ng zones, thus allowing for a

full and conpl ete hearing on the
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nerits, where you could question
the Streets Departnent and OTI S
about the basis for that deci sion,
where you as our elected officials,
coul d ask the hard questi ons,
demand to see the data, data that
does not exist. And we could al so
hear, have a full and fair hearing,
not only fromthe Streets
Departnment and OIS for justifying
their decision with hard, true

evi dence, but where you coul d hear
fromconcerned citizens who see
anot her si de.

W are in a single
debate here. You either want bike
lanes in any way with walls up
there or you want bikers to die.
That's ridiculous. You know that.
Conprom se i s necessary. W would
like to conpromse. W'd like to
| ook at hard data and we'd like to
find solutions that work for

ever yone.
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Instead, if the
ordi nance at issue today passes,
Council will have ducked the hard
debate and i nstead given the
Streets Departnent and OTlIS carte
bl anche to take any actions it
wi shes about renovi ng parking
wi t hout having to justify its
actions or withstand public
scrutiny of them

Honestly, the discretion
IS so broad. If you read this, the
proposed | egislation, the Streets
Departnment of notice could
elimnate all street parking in

Center City inits entirety. 1"l

be candid. | haven't seen the
proposed anendnents. |'m going
with the original bill. [If there

are things in those anendnents to
limt their authority, I 100%
support that. But at least as it
was originally witten and

di ssem nat ed, absolutely not.
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In any event in closing,
the citizens of Phil adel phia depend
upon you, nenbers of City Council
to represent their interests. And
t hese hearings, Gty Council
heari ngs, such as this provide the
key vehicle by which Phil adel phia
citizens convey their views to
el ected officials in del egating
such a significant portion of your
authority to an admnistrative
departnent, not an el ected body,
Counci| deprives its constituents
of the opportunity to be heard on
t hese issues and allows the Streets
Departnment and OTl S unfettered
di scretion to work in the shadows
and deci de what they think is best
to do with a scarce resource,
par ki ng and anong ot her things, in
the heart of the city. | urge al
menbers of Council to vote no on

this bill. Thank you.
(Appl ause.)
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony.

Are there any questions
of these witnesses by nenbers of
the Commttee?

(No response.)

MR, HERSKOVI TZ:
Counci | man Young, you asked a
guestion earlier about a percentage
of injuries that occurred on
particular roads on the High Injury
Network. | just wanted to point
out to you there is a report issued
by PennDOT in 2023 call ed
Vul ner abl e Roadusers. It lists the
400 nost dangerous streets in
Phi | adel phia. And the point 1'd
like to nmake is neither Pine nor
Spruce is on that list of the nost
400 nost dangerous streets.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  And
you said this is a study conducted
by the Departnent of

Transportati on, PennDOT?
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MR. HERSKOVI TZ: 2023
cal | ed Vul nerabl e Roadusers. |
believe it's referenced in Vision
Zer o papers.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you. Thank you for that.

This for the record.

The amendnent for this |egislation
states that the area would be

aut hori zed for Spruce and Pine,
just to put that on the record.
That's what the anendnent says. It
does not Extend into the entire
Center Cty area. It was tailored
essentially.

M5. GALLI: If | may
t hen, nmenbers of Council, that's a
very pointed anendnent. \Wen was
t hat proposed?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG It
was proposed to nenbers of the
Comm ttee and we're asked to take a
| ook at it today.

MS. GALLI: Because |
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find it troubling that I as a
citizen was not aware of the
amendnent until today when | showed
up. There are other constituents

i f we had understood the very
specificity of this amendnent who
m ght have been here and w shed to
have this debate. This is a very

i nportant issue.

And | also then say, if
you are |l ooking to narrow this and
specifically authorize this for
Spruce and Pine, | respectfully
request that you table this today
and call OTlS and call Streets in
to provide evidence for why this is
going to nmake a significant
difference, if any, in the safety
of Pine and Spruce Street. You've
heard no evidence to that effect

what soever. And that's not what

this bill originally was designed
to do. It was the broad,
extraordinary bill that | spoke to.
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But regardl ess, the
point is still the sanme. You have
no evidence in the record, none.
And the reason is they don't have
it. | don't understand how el ected
officials in that scenario can in
good consci ence nove ahead and
grant Streets and OIS the right to
make t hese changes without a
substantial record. And | ask if
you don't vote no, that you at
| east table until you have asked
for that evidence to be presented.
| think you owe it to the citizens
of Pine and Spruce to do that.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony.

Are there any questions
frommenbers of this Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you, M. Pullin.

Are there any ot her
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Wi tnesses to testify on this bill?

THE CLERK: Yes. The
next witnesses to testify are
Russel | Richie, Treasurer for 5th
Square; Andrew Posnontier, Philly
Bi ke Action; David Wl fson and
Al bert Meister, Society H |l
resi dents; and Wesl ey Noonan- Sessa.

(Wt nesses approached
wi tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you all. Please state your nane
for the record and begin with your
testi nony.

MR RICHE |'mRussell
Ri chie, Treasurer of 5th Square.
Should | continue with ny
testi nony?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Yes,
pl ease.

MR RICH E Ckay. Good
af ternoon, Chair Young and nenbers
of the Streets and Services

Commttee. M nane is Russel
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Richie and | am a board nenber of
5th Square Advocacy, an
organi zati on focused on a nore
saf e, accessi bl e, sustainable and
equi t abl e Phi | adel phi a.

5th Square Advocacy is
in support of Bill No. 250718. The
rise of online ordering, food
delivery and ride hailing neans we
need | oadi ng zones nore than ever.
This bill is absolutely necessary
to noderni ze the use of curb space
in our city. As even bike |ane
opponents have attested, we need a
space to | oad and unl oad groceries,
el derly relatives, children and
strol lers.

For Spruce and Pine
Streets, the prior practice of the
bi ke | ane doubling as a | oading
zone has inpeded efforts to protect
it. This lack of protection has
had devastati ng consequences.

Despite the passage of the Get Qut
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the Bi ke Lane | aw one year ago, the
bi ke | anes on Spruce and Pi ne today
still need physical protection.

Opponent s have cl ai ned
that "residents and cyclists
successfully shared the streets.
Dr. Friedes was using the bike |ane
and was still killed by a driver
who entered that space."” Her
mur derer was not "sharing the
streets successfully." QOpponents
say we should focus on the High
Injury Network. Spruce Street is
on the Hi gh Injury Network.
Opponents have cl ai ned that the
Residential Parking Permt program
prom ses thema spot. RPP has
never guaranteed a space and the
city has no duty to preserve
par ki ng.

Mor eover, this argunent
means that the city can't designate
handi capped spots or even install a

fire hydrant. Opponents have
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claimed that the city is acting
wi t hout community input. Last
Cctober, OTlIS held a well-attended
open house at Jefferson University
on the Spruce and Pine project. As
an attendee, | know opponents were
there and had their say. Results
from hundreds of survey responses
show overwhel m ng support for
| oadi ng zones.

And finally, I'm
di sappoi nted Chair Young has
decided to hold the bill for the
Cty Hall bike lane as | amhere to
al so support that and want to see
this val uabl e safety nmeasure for
Center Gty and the 5th Council
District. Thank you for your tine
and I'd like to turn it over nowto
sonme people who lIive along Spruce
and Pine so they can offer their
per specti ve.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank

you for your testinony.
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M. Pullin, would you
pl ease call the next w tness.

THE CLERK: That woul d
be Andrew Posnontier, David
Wl fson, Al bert Meister and Wesl ey
Noonan- Sessa.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER
Good afternoon, nenbers of the
Streets and Services Comm ttee,
Chair Young. |'mhere to testify
in favor of Bill 250718. | have
l'ived on the 900 bl ock of Pine
since 2019. One of the biggest
concerns | get fromfriends,
nei ghbors, residents on the next
bl ock over on Spruce, people
visiting fromout of town, delivery
drivers, the nost common conpl ai nt
| hear has been consistently
there's no place to safely and
l egally stop to unl oad.

There are a few | oadi ng
zones that have already existed on

the other side of the street from

Page 130

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
09/ 29/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

me for as far as | renenber as |ong
as |'ve lived here, so at |east
2019. Those were put in under the
authority of the bill that the
gentleman fromthe Streets
Departnment nentioned in 1981.

Those have been there functioning
just fine for as long as |I've |ived
here. The only problemis that
it's not enough of them

Certain people seemto
think parking in the bike lane is a
viable alternative even though it
has resulted in several deaths.

The obvi ous solution here is expand
the | oadi ng zone spaces, add nore
spots for contractors, residents,
delivery drivers to | oad and

unl oad.

The city recognized this
earlier this year and | was
thrilled. Wen the signs went up,
there was an i medi ate and

significant inprovenent in parking
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and | oadi ng along the bl ock. Many
fewer people parking in crosswal ks,
many fewer people parking bl ocking
t he sidewal k, many fewer people
pulling in and out of the bike | ane
swerving around, using it as a
passing lane. | felt safer while
t hese | oading zone signs were up
and they had good turnover. It was
wor ki ng.

| live there. | |ook
out my wi ndow every day and it
seens |i ke all of these spots were
not only working for the residents,
but working for delivery drivers,
contractors com ng through the
street. At the beginning of each
nonth, | saw noving trucks using
t he | oading zones to nove in and
out instead of parking at the end
of the blocks, pulling in, parking
on the sidewal k. 1|'ve seen al
ki nds of bad practices by noving

conpani es. That went away when
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t hese | oadi ng zones were put in.
They were working very well.

| heard a | ot of
nei ghbors were thrilled to have
them put in. But when the signs
came down, all of the chaos that
t hese opponents have said woul d
happened with these | oading zones
canme back when the | oadi ng zones
went away. |It's very clear these
| oadi ng zones were actual ly working
despite cl ains of people who say
they represent residents, but never
spoken to ne. |'ve never heard
fromthem They just show up one
day and say they represent ne.

| really encourage the
Commttee and City Council as a
whol e to properly pass this bill,
nove and advance it into the next
phase on the floor and pass this
bill, to enable the Streets
Departnent who are the act ual

subject matter experts here, to
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create | oadi ng zones, whether those
are backed by all residents or just
nost of them

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
and proceed with your testinony.

MR. NOONAN- SESSA:  Hi .
' m Wesl ey Noonan-Sessa. |'ma
preservation general contractor who
works in the city of Phil adel phi a.
| currently have a project at the
corner of Pine Street and 11th
Street, right where there was a
| oadi ng zone until a couple weeks
ago when the city renoved it
because of the |lawsuit.

| worked on the project
before and after the | oading zone.
It really saved a lot of time in
| ooki ng for parking and places to
drop off materials. A lot of ny
subcontractors often ask ne first,

where do | park, where do | | oad.
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And | said, well, there's a | oading
zone right in front of the building
and you can drop your tools and
equi pnrent there and park your
vehicle later.

Now, since the | oading
zone has been renoved, | personally
spent nore than a half hour on
countl ess occasions trying to find,
one, circling and waiting for
people to nove so | can use the
| oadi ng zone that's frankly too
small to fit a work truck in to
unl oad a vehicle and also there's
not enough room behind it to renove
anything fromthe back of the
truck.

The added tinme parKking
adds cost, adds tine, which is
noney in contracting and buil di ng.
It adds cost to logistics and we
ei ther have to eat that cost or
pass along to our clients, making

work on the honmes in Philadel phia a
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little bit nore expensive, which we
woul d I ove to bring our costs down.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read call the name of the
next w tness.

MR. MElI STER Onh, |
didn't know | was being called on.
I'd like to stand, but person of ny
stature really doesn't nmake nuch
difference if | stand or sit. But
nmy nane is Al bert Meister and |'ma
resident of Society HIIlI. 1've
been so for quite a few years, as
you can see fromny MCall School
sweatshirt. |[|'ve been a nenber of
the Society H Il Civic Association
until quite recently when the
Friends of Pine and Spruce |led a
very successful political canpaign
to elimnate those who had opposite
points of views to theirs.

Look, | have no written
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prepared speech to read from

can only read fromwhat's here.

"' man everyday bicyclist. [|'m 82
years old. |'m an everyday
bicyclist. It's ny principal neans

of transporting nyself throughout

t he nei ghbor hood and ot her parts of
the city as well. | use Pine and
Spruce every day and | can tell you
t he hazards that are caused when
we, cyclists, need to go out into
the traffic | ane.

And because of the
recent renoval of the parking zones
that had existed on each side of
the street, this situation has
gotten worse. | can tell you as a
bi cyclist and also previously as a
notorcyclist, notorists really
don't see us. They're not prepared
to see people on bicycles. And
when we need to swerve out into the
traffic lane, it's as though we're

i nvi si bl e.
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And | can tell you that
t here have been many, nmany cl ose
calls. I'msorry. | suffer from
aphasia. In 1980 | was hit by a
truck while on ny bicycle. | was
thrown to the ground. M head hit
the surface. |'ve not been the sane
since. | have short-term nenory
probl ens and as | said, aphasia.

That's part of the
reason |'m here and so highly
notivated. | don't want to see
happen to anyone el se what had
occurred to ne. And | believe the
ordi nance that's to vote for wll
certainly go a long way to prevent
future accidents such as mne from
happeni ng.

But | ook, before | say
goodbye | want to defend ny
nei ghbors in Society HlIl. They've
been castigated by the bicycling
comuni ty and ot her nei ghbors

within Society Hll. They've been

Page 138

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
09/ 29/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

cal l ed uncaring. They're not
uncaring. They're just

unknow edgeabl e. They don't
under st and what we're up agai nst
when we're on a bicycle on Pine and
Spruce Street. |If they did, their
views would be quite different.

There's a lot nore |
coul d probably say about this, but
| urge you, | urge you to vote for
this new ordi nance that will nmake
it possible to continue placing the
| oadi ng zones on either side of the
street. So thank you. Thank you
folks for listening to ne.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and begin with your
testi nony.

MR. WOLFSON: Yes. Cood
afternoon. Thank you for the
opportunity of speaking in favor of

Bill 250718. M nane is David
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Wl fson. [|'man attorney in town.
Il live on Pine Street. |I'ma rea
friend of Pine Street. Not
permtted to join their
or gani zati on because their
organi zation is a political one
t hat opposes any neasures to make
bi ke riding safer. So a real
friend here.

|"m here as --
Ms. Galli said that there's no
evidence in the record, so |I'mhere
to put sone evidence in the record
and | have sone pretty good
enpirical evidence. W had those
| oadi ng zones for a few nonths.
There were two on ny block. It was
absolutely fantastic. You heard a
few of the fol ks who are agai nst
t he | oadi ng zones tal k about the
el derly and the disabl ed.

| have a 95-year-old
not her who | pick up and drop off

at ny house. And when there were
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| oadi ng zones there, | always knew
there was a place within |l ess than
a half block frommnmy house where |
could drop her off. And now, that
place is typically gone and taken
up by nore parKking.

There's a fundanent al
par adox about the position that the
so-call ed Friends of Spruce and
Pine are taking. They say that we
need nore parking onstreet parking
and that sonehow having nore cars
on the side of the street wll nake
it safer for the elderly and the
di sabl ed. But the whol e point of
havi ng the drop-off spaces is to
have pl aces where you could drop
of f your groceries or drop off an
el derly or disabled person and that
now i s gone.

The ot her reason to have
t hose spots of course is what
M. Meister was tal ki ng about. |

ride ny bike nost days to ny Center
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Cty law office. And again, the
bi ke | anes are used as parKking
spots, parking spots by trucks and
cars even when they could easily
park on the other side, |egal side
of the street.

There is a culture in
the city whereby drivers see the
bi ke | ane and they think that
that's a place to park. And as
M. Meister said, when you're going
down the bi ke path and now you have
to swerve into the mddle of the
road, you are not seen. And |'ve
been al nost hit probably 15 or 20
times over the | ast seven years.

So again, | urge you --
| just wanted to say that the judge
entered her prelimmnary injunction,
| think, the mddle of August,
August 15. And since then, the
streets on the bi ke |Ianes and
generally the street at ny bl ock

and el sewhere on Pine and Spruce
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have gotten nuch nore dangerous.
Thank you. And | urge you to vote
in favor of this bill.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your testinony.

MR MEISTER My | --

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Are
there any questions of these
wi t nesses by nenbers of the
comm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you for your
testi nony.

MR, MEI STER  May | | ust
add an amendnment wi th your
perm ssi on?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG I'm
sorry. Say it again.

MR, MEI STER May | add
an anmendnent to what | just said?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Yes.

MR. MEISTER I'd like
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to point out that many of the fol ks
living on Pine and Spruce have
offstreet parking. It's behind
their honmes. Many do not even own
aut onobi | es.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you, sir. Appreciate that.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease call the next witness to
testify.

THE CLERK: The next
wWitness to testify is Chris Gil,
Executive Director of the Bicycle
Coal i ti on.

(Wtness approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
M. Gil, please state your nane
for the record and begin your
testi nony.

MR GAIL: Good
afternoon. M nane is Chris Gil.
|'"'mthe Executive Director of the

Bi cycle Coalition of Geater
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Phi | adel phia. Thank you,
Counci | man Young, nenbers of
Streets and Services for this tine.
The Bicycle Coalition supports Bill
No. 250718 because it reaffirmns
that the city has the authority to
manage all parking and | oadi ng
regulations in Center City.

Updati ng | oadi ng zones
and parking is inportant for
adapting roads to neet the needs of
today. Good curb nanagenent can
hel p all eviate congestion, reduce
crashes and help us all share the
road again. The Bicycle Coalition
supports Bill No. 250718 and ask
t hat nmenmbers of the Streets and
Services Commttee vote in favor of
it.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony.

Any questions of this
wi t ness by nenbers of the

commttee?
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(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
Seei ng none, thank you so mnuch.

M. Pullin, are there

any other w tness panels for this

bill?

THE CLERK: No nore
panel s.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you so nmuch. We will now be taking
a 10-mnute recess -- | see you
all. | see you all. W will now

be taking a 10-m nute recess. W
have to give our stenographer a
break. And after our recess, we'll
go into our public conment section
to allow public coment on the
bills being heard today. Thank
you.

(Brief recess.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Ckay.
M. Pullin, please read the next
Wi tnesses to testify.

THE CLERK: Bear in m nd
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there's a few that have left the
room So J.C. Berquist, Liz
Forest, Brad Merrell, Jessan

G oenendyk, Matthew Prochnow. |Is
there a Jennifer Tobin?

(Wtnesses approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG. And
just for the record, | do note that
as we started to transition into
our public coment, a quorumis
present. Council nenbers Harrity,
Ahmad, Squilla and nyself are
present to nake up a quorum

Thank you. Please state
your nane and begin with your
coment .

MR, GROENENDYK: H . M
name i s Jessan G oenendyk. |
signed up to speak on two bills. |
believe | was the only person who
signed up for public comment on
Bill No. 250770. That's the speed

caneras bill. So l'dlike to start

Page 147

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
09/ 29/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

with that if that's all right.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG I f
you coul d place your coment on all
the bills you're here to testify on
pl ease. That will be hel pful.

MR, GROENENDYK: Al |
right.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

MR, GROENENDYK: So with
regards to Bill No. 250770, ny nane
Is Justin G oenendyk. | live on
t he 1800 bl ock of Pine Street and I
commut e via bi ke and occasionally
drive on several of the selected
routes for speed caneras. |'ma
pretty fast cyclist in areas of
t hose roads. Where the speed limt
is 30 mles an hour, |'moften
going 30 mles an hour on ny bike
and yet there's still cars just
bl ow ng past nme. And obviously,
that makes nme feel very unsafe.

| think we can all agree
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t hat Phil adel phia drivers don't
obey the speed limt. That's been
tal ked about. And | just see ny
life get risked every day. W know
t hat based on physics the anpunt of
damage from an acci dent increases
with the square of the velocity.
So that's exponential growth, which
is typically faster than humans can
I magi ne. That's how fast things
grow exponentially. So that's a
big problemto ne.

|"malso a licensed
comercial pilot. One of the
things they teach you when you're
| earning to be a comrercial pil ot
Is sonething called the
normal i zati on of deviance. This is
what happens when breaking the
rul es becones so common that it's
considered normal. It's one of the
nost common causes of a di sastrous
pl ane crash and | think it's al so

one of the nbst commobn causes of
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sonebody getting killed by traffic
violence in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

These speed caneras are
a great way to break that. It's
sonet hing that's consistent and
sonething that's fair as opposed to
a police officer occasionally
enforcing the law. The lawis
enforced the sane way every tine.
["'msure we all wish that the | aw
could be enforced that way in every
part of our society.

There are peopl e that
are worried that speed caneras are
limting their rights, but nobody
has the right to threaten the
safety of others in a public space
I think we would all agree, and
that's what you're doi ng when
you're speeding. | urge this
Council to support speed caneras.
Your job first of all is to protect

our lives and | know you take that
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seriously.

Wth regards to the
expansi on of | oading zones on
Spruce and Pine Street, so | live
on Pine Street on the 1800 bl ock.
And just to nake it clear, the
so-call ed Friends of Spruce and
Pine Street are no friends of m ne.
They want ny street to be | ess safe
and | ess convenient for ne. Al so
that they can use ny tax dollars to
store their personal property, a
car, in a public space.

They tal k about all
t hese procedural things, about
evi dence, but really what they're
asking for is red tape to protect
their privileges. People that are
agai nst these regul ations think
that they're entitled to a parking
spot. But could you inagine the
outrage that woul d happen if this
comm ttee proposed to provide at

t axpayer expense each bi ke owner in
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the city 300 square feet of public
property on which to store their
bicycle. And yet that's exactly
what we do for car owners in the
city.

They ask for evidence
for changing the status quo. | ask
for evidence on why we shoul d
protect the status quo. Wat |I'm
asking for feels like the bare
mninmumto ne. On ny way here
wal ki ng out ny door, | counted four
delivery trucks and contractors
that were parked illegally just on
t he 1800 bl ock of Pine, that's one
bl ock, just nmy street. That puts
me at danger every day.

My nei ghbors obvi ously
need the services that are provided
by these delivery vehicles and
contractors. The economc vitality
of the city needs those services.
What the economic vitality of the

city does not need is subsidizing
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car owners and their storage of
their vehicle. |If owning a car and
parking it on their street is that
inportant to them there are plenty
of places that they can pay to park
a vehicle rather than getting
subsi di zed by the city. The
expansi on of governnent power is

al ways sonet hing that's concerning,
but | appreciate the anendnent to
this bill tolimt it to Spruce and
Pine Street.

Finally, | would just
like to say that I'mstrongly in
favor of not only the expansion of
t hese | oading zones, but in |I'm
strongly in favor of bike |anes
across the city, including the Gty
Hal | bi ke | ane and the protection
of the Spruce and Pine bi ke | anes.
Thank you for your tine.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your conment.

Pl ease state your nane
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and pl ease give us your comment.

MR, MERRELL: Hello. M
nane is Brad Merrell talking in
regards to Bill 250718, the | oading
zone one. | primarily get around
the city by bike. There's been
countless times that |'ve been
cycling in the street and cars
parked in the driving lane and |I'm
to the side. They just try to
qui ckly swerve around the parked
car. They don't even look for ne
and then they only see nme at the
| ast split second.

A lack of | oadi ng zones
only exacerbates this issue.

Simlar problemwhen cars park in a
bi ke lane. In that case, |I'm
forced out into the driving | ane
with all the distracted drivers.
Lately 1've been avoi di ng Spruce
and Pi ne whenever possible due to
how many cl ose calls and aggressive

drivers |I've encountered there.
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Aggr essi ve i npatience
fromdrivers is an issue that can
really only be solved by renoving
their need or ability to drive
aggressi vely, because there's no
rational thinking behind it. I'm
in favor of | oading zones on as
many bl ocks as possible. [I'min
favor of concrete protection for
bi ke lanes. And I'malso in favor
of the use of disabl ed parking
zones for anyone who's unable to
wal k to the | oading zone at the end
of the block. And I also just want
to add at the end that |I'm highly
in favor of the City Hall bike | ane
and it would really be a shane to
waste this opportunity to add one.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your conment.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and begin.

MR. PROCHNOW  Thank
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you, Council. M nane is Mtt
Prochnow. |'mhere to testify in
favor of 250718 as well. |'ve been

working in district schools for the
| ast 17 years. |I'mraising nmy kids
inthe city and | use all Kkinds of
transportation, but I

prelimnary -- or primarily use ny
bi ke.

But the nentality that
streets are for cars is everywhere.
They tell it to ny face every tine
they can. And to ne, the streets
are for the people. However, they
choose to use them And | hope you
can view ny conments through that
lens. Recently ny son goes to
Sout h Brook El enentary. [It's on
9th Street. |'m biking on Tasker

towards 13th when soneone tells ne

to get on 13th Street. |I'm
literally on ny way there. | don't
know what the option is. | should

be able to use a street to get to
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the bike lane. | say that to
illustrate the kind of nentality

that we're dealing with as

cyclists.

|'ve had soneone bunp ne
on purpose and yell, | pay road
tax. Whatever that neans. |It's

absurd and it's dangerous and this
nmentality that cars on the street
shows up also in | oading and
delivery. And it would really make
us all safer and reduce conflicts
bet ween di fferent nodes of
transportation if we had these
zones. There just sinply aren't
enough places for the people who
are using the roads to stash their
car briefly, especially with the
rise in Uber and DoorDash and the
like.

So I'm asking you to
support this bill. [|'"masking you
to give the Streets Departnent the

authority they need. And if
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possi bl e, please also note this
testinony is in favor of the bike
|l ane at City Hall

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your comrent.

MR. PROCHNOW  Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG: |
just want to note that we are
asking if you could provide us
i nformation that is novel that
hasn't been -- we do have a | ot of
folks that are interested in
testifying on these bills. W want
to nake sure everyone i s heard.

But pl ease, we're asking that you
can keep your testinony concise and
to the point so we can nmake a
rational decision on how we're
going to vote with this

| egi slation. So thank you.

Pl ease state your nane
and begi n.

M5. TOBIN. CGood
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afternoon. M/ nane is Jennifer

Tobin and I'murging you to vote in

favor of Bill 250718. |I'ma
cyclist. 1've been in Philly for
about 20 years. | use the bike

| anes all the tine, the Spruce/Pine
bi ke lane. | nostly go from
Fai r mrount where | |live, down to the
Head House Square area and the bike
lane is great. | love it. It is a
wonder ful way to get around, but
not when | have to swerve into
traffic.

' ve had many cl ose
calls. People shouting at ne, as
t he previ ous speaker nentioned, to
get in the bike lane. Well, you
can't do that if there's a car
bl ocki ng your way. And one thing I
haven't heard during this hearing
I S anyone suggesting that there be
no | oadi ng zones on streets. And
that's because we take it as a

gi ven that we need | oadi ng zones.
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No one's opposing | oadi ng zones.

What |'mhere to say is
the bike lane is a travel lane. It
Is not a |oading zone. So when you
don't legislate and don't create
specific places for cars, the bike
| ane becones a de facto | oading
zone which is not what it is. |It's
a travel lane. So |I'm asking you
to just recognize that we are road
users. We commute. W save the
city lots of pollution. W create
| ess pollution. W create |ess
noi se.

W feel like we are
entitled to our travel |lane. Also
feel like it would be great to have
a bi ke lane around Gty Hall for,
you know, because |'ve had ot her
close calls with people com ng
really close within inches of
hitting nme. Thank you for your

consi der ati on.

(Appl ause.)
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your conment.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the next nanes.

THE CLERK: Can we get
Genny Boccardo, Mel ani e Forenan,
Eugene Charrington, Ben Geffen,
Mason Carter.

(Wt nesses approached
wi tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Pl ease state your nane and begin
wi th your conment.

MS. BOCCARDO- DUBE:
Thank you, Council man Young and
City Council menbers on this
commttee. M nane is CGenny
Boccardo-Dube and | live in Center
Cty with ny famly. 1'mhere to
testify in support of Bill 250718.
Riding a bike in Center Gty is a
privilege | enjoy daily and |I'm
deeply grateful for all the bike

| anes throughout the city.
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Many of you are aware of
the horrible crash where Barbara
Friedes was killed at 18th and
Spruce Street last sumrer. Had
there been protected bi ke | anes,
Bar bara woul d be alive today. |
was wal ki ng by at that nonent and
saw her |ifeless young body in the
street. That nonment wll always
stay with ne and I would like to
believe that she did not die in
vai n.

Saf ety includes everyone
in Center Gty and should be our
nunber one priority as a community.
| live at 16th and Bai nbridge
Street. Regularly trucks of al
ki nds and ot hers bl ock Bai nbri dge
Street. They stop in the mddle of
the street and this can | ast
anywhere between 5 and 10 m nut es.

Loadi ng zones are
crucial for people who need nore

than 5 to 10 m nutes, not only
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woul d they reduce traffic but they
woul d al so reduce the risk of
crashes. Additionally, |oading
zones becone parking spaces at
night. Bike |anes were created for
bi kes, not cars. |If a vehicle
parks in a bi ke |ane, they are
jeopardizing the life of cyclists
wi th | oadi ng zones. These dangers
coul d be avoi ded and people could
have better and nost inportantly,
safer places to unload.

As a city that has
experienced tragedi es due to unsafe
bi ke | anes, we should realize that
i npatience is not worth a human
life. W do not need perfection,
but what we do need is to protect
cyclists while supporting
residents. W need safe bike
| anes, | oading zones and the
general understandi ng that when you
are driving in Center GCty, you

can't go fast. As a city, let us
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all prioritize safety and nake
Phi | adel phi a a safer environnent
for all.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your comrent.

State your nane and
begi n.

M5. FOREMAN:  Good
afternoon. M nane is Melanie
Foreman. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak in support of
Bill No. 250718 regardi ng | oading
zones on Spruce and Pine streets.
| live and work in Phil adel phia. |
didn't grow up here. |I'mfrom
rural Pennsyl vania, Butler County.
And grow ng up, you had to drive
ever ywher e.

|'ve chosen to nake
Phi | adel phia my hone. One of the
bi ggest reasons is that | can wal k
and bike. | love that about our

city. Biking is ny primary neans
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of transportation. The Mayor wants
a safer, cleaner and greener city.
Al'l owi ng these | oading zones to be
permtted on Spruce and Pine
streets would nake this city safer
for everybody, not just cyclists
but for pedestrians and drivers as
well. And it would also -- if
peopl e feel safe wal king and bi ki ng
and leaving their cars at hone,
maybe it would nmake this a cl eaner
and greener city too.

| would also |like to say
' m di sappointed that Bill 250649
regarding Gty Hall bike | ane has
been held. This is a particularly
dangerous area of the city to cycle
and | really hope that cones up
again. | went to the placing of
Dr. Freides' Angel bike |ast year
and it was the saddest thing |I've
ever seen. And one of the things
that struck nme is that, that so

easily coul d have been anyone el se.
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It could have been any one of us,
not just drunk drivers.

Everybody's driving with
cell phones today. | know the | aw
has changed, but |'m sure everybody
has seen people texting and driving
al ong every road in Phil adel phi a.

Pl ease, pl ease, please protect us
and make us safe. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. CGEFFEN. Good
afternoon. M nane is Benjamn
Geffen. [|I'ma 16-year honeowner,
car owner, bicycle owner in Center
Cty, Philadel phia and I'm here
today to speak in support of the
Center Gty |l oading zone ordi nhance.
| came here with an idea of what to
say, but I'"'mgoing to switch it up
based on your request for concision
and novelty and just respond to a
couple of comments that we've heard
earlier today.

One is that this bill
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woul d sonehow deprive the public of
opportunities to give input into

| awmaki ng in the city. Nothing
could be further fromthe truth
This hearing is happeni ng today.
Previ ous hearings |like this have
happened. City officials are
responsive to constituent concerns,
whet her they're in Council or in

t he executive branch at all tines.
Public input doesn't nean unlimted
opportunities to halt all progress.
What the public input you're
hearing is, is that the public is
tired of process and wants | oadi ng
zones and protected bike |anes.

The other thing 1'd Iike
to coment about is a supposed |ack
of evidence. |'mgoing to give
sonme evi dence. Al nost exactly a
year ago | was conmuting honme by
bi cycl e along Spruce Street, as |
have done every day for many years,

when because of the |ack of a
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| oadi ng zone, | al nost ended up a
grease spot in the mddle of the
street. And what happened is an
Uber driver abruptly pulled into
the bike lane to discharge a
passenger, the bike [ ane on the

| eft side of Spruce.

This forced nme to veer
out fromthe bike lane into the
noving traffic lane. And the
passenger sitting in the back seat
on the right side of the car
suddenly flung open the door,
knocked the door into ne and
knocked ne off ny bike onto the
pavenent. | was lucky to get away
that day with just sone scrapes and
sonme brui ses.

I f there had been a
truck com ng up quickly right
behind nme right then, I wouldn't be
here today to give this testinony.
And | think if you hear from enough

cyclists, you'll hear a | ot of
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stories like that. These don't
usually nmake it into police
statistics. I'mnot going to stand
around waiting for two hours to
tell a police officer about the
thing that happened to ne. | need
to get honme and cl ean out ny bl oody
wounds and take care of ny
children. | don't have tinme for
that. And to the extent that ny
experience isn't in the data,
that's why.

But 1'mhere to tell you
about that today. And the next
time sonebody cones here and tells
you that there's no evidence that
it's happened, | hope you renenber
Dr. Freides and | hope you renenber
the countl ess peopl e who' ve had
nore mnor experiences as | have
too. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank

you for your testinony.
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Pl ease state your nane
for the record and begin.

MR. CARTER Yes. My
nanme i s Mason Carter. | am
currently a resident of Gernmantown.
| use the Spruce/Pine bike | anes
frequently. 1"l bike down on the
Schuyl kill Trail, and then those
are critical arteries for nme once |
get down to Center Cty. So lots
of people are using it from al
over the city. But | also lived in
Society H Il for six years before.

And | am disabled. | am
a bel owt he-knee anputee. |
frequently have issues where ny
accessibility or ny walking isn't
so good. And so, having | oading
zones would be a dreamto really --
and I woul d have | oved to have
t hose back when | was living in the
nei ghbor hood.

I'"d like to bring up the

fact that, you know, for that to
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create the system of | oadi ng zones
is really inportant to change the
culture of driving in the city and
it has beconme |ess and | ess safe,
especially during the pandem ¢ and
onward. But also at the sane tine,
we need nore people biking and to
build a culture of biking in the
city because it is the nost
af fordabl e form of personal
transportation.

| own one car that ny
partner and | share and the repair
wor k, insurance, gas, it's al
going up, and biking is really
sonething -- | |learned how to bike
when | was 28. And so, for nme I'm
37 now. And biking has really
changed ny life in a lot of ways,
to better explore the city through
this nmethod of personal
transportation.

But | tell you what,

with the Spruce/ Pine bike |anes
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|'"ve had many conflicts and had to
deal with it. And I'mvery alert
to these things. But |'ve had many
surprises of people just pulling in
sideswi ping ne. |I'mlucky that
|'ve only gotten nicked a bit and I
haven't had to go to the hospital
But these are things that are going
to really prevent nore and nore
people frombiking and it's a
wonderful thing and | hope nore
peopl e do.

And finally, | really
hope that the City Hall bike | ane
gets the attention that it deserves
for the bill because it really is
t he nexus of the Phil adel phia
universe and it is the center of
everything in the heart of the city
and we all deserve to be able to
bi ke there safely without the fear
of getting hit by many, many cars.
So thank you very much for having

us today.
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(Appl ause.)
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank

you. Thank you so much for your
testi nony.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease call the nanes of the next
fol ks to comment.

THE CLERK: Tom
Kowal czyk, Jacob Russell, Cody
Cowper, Brett Cohen.

(Wt nesses approached
wi tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you, Sir.

Pl ease state your nane
and begin with your comrent.

MR, KOWALCZYK: Hi.
Thank you for having nme. M/ nane
Is Tom Kowal czyk. | live at G ad
Hospital at Catherine and 22nd
Street. W have a car, we have a
bi ke and we use SEPTA. W use all
the maj or sources of transportation

inthe city. W noved to the city
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four years ago in part because we
want ed a wal kabl e, bi keable city
and we think we're well on the way
to havi ng one of those.

|"'mhere to speak in
support of Bill 250718, the | oading
zone bill. | think | oading zones
make Spruce and Pine and nost of
the city a much safer place by
provi ding safe places to | oad and
unload. And | also think that
del egating the authority to decide
where to put sonething as sinple as
a |l oadi ng zone i s sonething that
good governance would put with the
experts in the Streets Departnent
and not use up all of Council's

val uabl e tinme deciding where to put

a loading zone. So with that, |I'm
hoping the commttee will recommend
the bill forward.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:.  Thank

you. Pl ease proceed.
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MR, RUSSELL: Good
afternoon, Council. M nane is
Jacob Russell. |1'mhere in favor
of Bill 250718, to add | oading
zones in Center -- or to authorize
the Streets Departnent to add
| oadi ng zones in Center City. |
want to make a coupl e of points.
First, there are dozens of genera
pur pose | oadi ng zones all
t hroughout the city. They al ready
exist. They've existed for years.
There hasn't been any i ssue.

There apparently is a
| egal vulnerability to those
| oadi ng zones as we've seen
recently, because of this | awsuit
fromFOPS. |If you do not authorize
a general bill that allows | oading
zones to exist all throughout
Center GCity, those could go away.

| want to highlight a
coupl e specific exanples. dd Pine

Church at 4th and Pine Street;

Page 175

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
09/ 29/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Morris Animal Rescue at 13th and
Lonbard; and the Acadeny of Arts on
Broad and Race Street. All three
Institutions have a general purpose
| oading zone in front of their
establishnent. W thout a general
bill that authorizes | oading zones
inall of Center City, those could
be renoved at any tinme by a
| awsui t.

As the person in front
of me said, |oading zones are a
basi c necessity for the Streets
Departnent need to install as they
need to accommodate the ever-
changi ng needs on our streets.
Now, opponents of this |egislation
will tal k about how OIS sinply
can't be trusted with the awesone
power of making it a little bit
easi er people to unload their
groceries. They'll conplain of the
| ack of engagenent about the

proj ect undergoi ng i nmprovenents on
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Spruce and Pine Street.

So let's | ook at that
hi story of engagenent. So first,
there was several Gty Counci
neeti ngs where the No Stopping in
the Bi ke Lane bill was discussed
publicly. After that passed
unani nously, OIlS decided it needed
to put | oading zones to give a
pl ace to | oad and unl oad on the
streets because it was now il |l egal
to park in the bike | ane.

Last Cctober, OIlS had a
public neeting attended by over 350
Phi | adel phi ans, including 150
residents of Spruce and Pine
Street. They followed up that
meeting with a special listening
session for the Society H Il Gvic
Associ ation. After those neetings,
OflS mailed a letter to every
address on Spruce and Pine Street
inviting to share their thoughts on

the | oading zone plan and
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pl acenent. | lived on Spruce at
this time. | received the letter

Ol S read and gave a
response to every single comrent
they received as parties of public
engagenent efforts. It's posted on
the website. You can go see it.
Every person was heard. Every
person was responded to. In
February, OIlS then forned a
wor ki ng group with the nei ghborhood
associ ations, the bicycle advocates
and FOPS, the group now suing the
city over | oading zones. Every
menber of that group, including
FOPS, had the opportunity to fully
share their vision for Spruce and
Pine Street.

That wor ki ng group woul d
continue neeting today if FOPS
| awsuit hadn't forced it to
di sband. In the spring of this
year, | believe it was April, OIS

al so held a mandatory hearing for
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any ki nd of curbside regulation
changes. This |egislation would
still require that hearing to take
pl ace today, providing a chance for
comuni ty i nput.

Fundanental |y, FOPS
needs to be honest. Their problem
is not they've been ignored.
They' ve been heard tine and tine
again. Their problemis their
position is dangerous and
unpopul ar. We've heard every
person today so far comment in
favor of this legislation. The
vast majority of Phil adel phians
want the city to be created safer
and nore orderly streets.

As Counci | menbers, you
have a responsibility to provide
our agencies the tools to nake that
vision happen. | will also give a
little bit nore data because
there's a request for nore data --

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG: | f
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you don't mnd, if you can just
sunmmari ze your conmment so we can
al l ow other people to testify.

MR RUSSELL:

Absol utely. Thank you,
Counci | menber .

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  You
can conclude, but | just want you
to summari ze.

MR. RUSSELL: Oh, | was
going to say Philly Bike Action
mai ntai ns an app to report parking
violations. There's been a 50%

i ncrease in blocked bike | anes
after the renoval of the |oading
zones. So that shows, unlike what
the judge thought, there is a
definite benefit to the bike |anes
for having | oading zones on the
streets. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Pl ease state your nane.
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MR. CONPER:  Good
afternoon, Council. M nane is
Cody Cowper. On behalf of the
Washi ngton Square G vic
Associ ation, | need to express ny
deep di sappointnment that Bill
250649 was w t hdrawn w t hout
notice. Many of us rearranged work
and fam |y schedules to testify,
and this abrupt action signals a
| ack of respect for constituents.
That makes it even nore frustrating
because this project is exactly the
ki nd of inprovenent our community
needs.

The protected bi ke | ane
woul d provide a critical link to
exi sting infrastructure, calm
traffic near Gty Hall and nake
wal ki ng and bi king safer for the
many residents of Washi ngt on Square
West, nost of whom who do not own a
car. W urge Council to bring this

bill back quickly, treat the
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public's tine wth respect and
allowit to nove forward.

|"malso here to testify
on Bill 250718. | live right off
the 1000 bl ock of Spruce and |I'm
testifying on this bill in ny
i ndi vi dual capacity and not as a
board nenber of the Washi ngton
Square West Civic Association. |'m
al so a car owner and | have not
noticed a material difference in ny
ability to find a spot since these
new | oadi ng zones were install ed.
Per haps that is because they revert
to parking at 6 o' clock, 8 o'clock
and 10 o' cl ock, depending on the
zone.

What | have noticed are
the benefits. For exanple, |ess
crosswal k parking which neans | can
now cross nore safely wth ny kids
and a stroller wthout being forced
into traffic. |1've also seen

traffic nove nore snoothly. At
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McCal | School, for exanple, where
my children attend, parents were
usi ng these zones to drop off and
pi ck up, and the renoval has made
those tinmes of day nore chaotic and
unsaf e.

That's why | support
giving the Streets Departnment the
authority to install | oading zones
wi t hout requiring Council action
for each one. M experience |eads
me to a sinple conclusion. Experts
know how to design safer streets,
better than politics and certainly
better than randomciti zens.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your comrent.

Pl ease begi n.

MR, COHEN: Thank you,
M. Chair. |1'mBrett Cohen. 1'ma
resident in the 5th council manic
district. | live in Northern

Li berties. | often use ny bike
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with various attachnments to
transport nyself, ny 5-year-old
daughter as well as ny 9-year-old
son. He can use a trailer pedal
attachnent since he's a bigger kid.

My remarks are not going
to be necessarily |like sone of the
ot her folks. They've covered very
i nportant areas with |ots of the
facts. |I'mgoing to provide sone
addi tional context. | support Bill
250718 of course and that goes
wi t hout saying. But what | would
like to talk about is Bill 250649
for the Gty Hall bike |anes, that
' m di sappointed to hear that the
bill pertaining to that has been
hel d.

| feel like an alien
sonetinmes since | don't primarily
use a car. | understand that Gty
Counci | nenbers are offered a car,
and maybe sone of the

Counci | renbers do take advant age of
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that so they may primarily use a
car. And it may be hard to fathom
fromthat perspective, that 44% of
Phi | adel phi ans according to the
2024 census data, and |I'l1l provide
my information to the staff of
course, but 44% of Phil adel phi ans
and a hi gher percentage, closer to
50%in Center City, use a nethod of
transportation aside froma car.
Soif I aman alien,
there are a |l ot of people, a |ot of
constituents just like me and | am
privileged to be able to cone here
and to take off work. But when |
| ook in the bike |lanes, | see sone
fol ks who | ook |ike the people
here, but | see a very diverse
cycling comunity. | see people of
color. | see people who are
delivery and food delivery and
drop-off drivers on bikes and
e- bi kes who are often or usually

frommnority backgrounds.
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So this is not an issue
about, you know, a privileged few
or sonething. This actually
touches on sone of the nost
voi cel ess nenbers of society, and
those people aren't able to be here
t oday because they don't have
benefits. They're gig workers in
the gig econony, so they can't take
of f because then they can't feed
t hensel ves or their famlies.

So I'mhere and | want
to say that the Gty Hall bike
| anes are vital. They are a
m ni nrum because they woul d be
traffic separated. They woul dn't
even be protected yet but they
woul d be the first step, and we
understand that's how the process
begi ns.

The Sem qui ncent enni al
Is comng up, and we have this
repavi ng opportunity. | think that

to have the best face for
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Phi | adel phi a when that happens, we
shoul d avail oursel ves of easy,
| ow- hanging fruit like the Gty
Hal | bi ke | ane and take advant age
of those opportunities when we have
them So | strongly urge this
commttee and the Chair to unhold
the bill or whatever the technica
termis so that it can be voted on.
And so, that | see themripping up
the pavenent as | got to this
hearing, it would be just wonderful
to see that com ng through. And
again, not for nme, not for people
with the color of ny skin, but for
peopl e who can only afford a bi ke
who really need the safety that
such a | ane woul d provide. Thank
you very much

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your comment.

M. Pullin, would you

pl ease call the next w tnesses.
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THE CLERK: Maya
Afilalo, Louis Barthol onew, Any
Jersild, Cela Lynch.

(Wtnesses approached
wi t ness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Please state your nane and
begin with your testinony.

M5. AFILALG H. MW
nanme is Maya Afilalo. I'ma
resident of South Philly at 10th
and Wharton, urging the Council to
vote in favor of Bill No. 250718 to

aut hori ze | oadi ng zones in Center

Cty. 1've been cycling in the
city for 10 years. |'malso a car
owner. | reqgularly bike on Spruce

and Pine to get to work at Mbore
Col | ege where | teach witing.

To echo what ot hers have
said, there is always soneone
parked in the bike lane. There are
al ways near msses. Friends of

Spruce and Pine spoke about
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conpromse. | go out of ny way to
bike in a bike lane. | go severa
bl ocks out of ny way to be safer.
So conprom se i s being nmade. And
if it's a question of convenience,
cyclists are al so taking nore
i nconveni ent routes for their
safety.

| live in South Philly
now, but | used to live on the 2100
bl ock of Pine. | was a renter. |
know it's hard to own a car there.
| knowit's hard to park. 1've
gotten towed nore tines than | can
remenber. A | oading zone woul d
have been really hel pful to unload
groceries, to bring up heavy stuff,
to get deliveries. |It's better for
car infrastructure.

To that end, | also
support the City Hall bike |anes.
| used to drive around City Hal
every single day. | was a

caretaker for ny grandnother in
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hospice on City Avenue. | was
bi ki ng around Gty Hall -- sorry,
driving around City Hall every day.
Bi ke | anes create predictability.
If you' ve ever driven around City
Hal |, you know we could use a
little nore predictability around
t here.

So finally in regards to
t he | oadi ng zones, a vocal mnority
of residents who claimto support
bi ke safety when it's conveni ent
for themto do so are in opposition
to this bill. Last year we |ost a
Phi | adel phi an, Dr. Barbara Fri edes,
due to a |l ack of protected bike
| ane. The main reason |'mhere, in
addition to nyself, is ny best
friend's ol der brother was killed
by a distracted driver on his bike
10 years ago. That famly is stil
grieving.

To ne, the idea that

conveni ence is nore inportant than
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safety is absolutely abhorrent and
" masking the Council to vote in
favor of creating these |oading
zones which wll make everyone
safer, which will mtigate traffic
and create a nore sustainable city.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch.

Pl ease state your nane
agai n.

M5. DRISCOLL: H. W
name is Any Driscoll. [I'ma
resi dent of Rittenhouse Square and
' m speaking in support of Bill
250718. | believe strongly that
the city should have the authority
to install and maintain bike |Ianes
and that the city should provide a
way for people to attend to their
own needs, tenporarily unl oading
what they need to unl oad w t hout

i nperiling their neighbors,
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particularly their neighbors on
bi kes.

My husband and | used
such a | oading zone for a nunber of
nont hs when our son was tenporarily
unabl e to wal k because of his
cancer diagnosis. That | oading
zone was very inportant to us
during an extrenely difficult tine
and it also allowed us to take care
of himand get himout of the car
and into our house w thout
illegally stopping and inperiling
ot her people that needed to go
around us.

| want to say one nore
thing. Dr. Barbara Friedes woul d
have started her nedical career in
the sane departnent that saved ny
son's life. And because she was
riding in an unprotected bi ke | ane,
she is deprived of her life and
kids Iike my son are deprived of

her lifesaving expertise. That is
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why | amparticularly frustrated
every time ny now 16-year-old son
gets on his bike and heads down
Spruce bi ke | ane.

|"mparticularly
frustrated that there are
constituents and stakeholders in
the city who seemto want to inpede
t he placenent of | oading zones and
I nperil an opportunity to avoid
unnecessary injury, |l oss and deat h.
| thank you for your tine.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record.

MR, BARTHOLOVEW  Good
af ternoon, Chair Young and nenbers
of Gty Council. M nane is Louis
Bart hol onew and |'m a resident
bet ween Pine and Spruce. |'mhere
to voice ny support for Bil

250718, which would codify the
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city's authority to install |oading
zones in the Center Gty area and
on Pine and Spruce.

| al so have the
privilege of working with the PA
Saf e Roads Pack, which advocates
for safe streets across the
Commonweal th and here in
Phi | adel phia. |1've sat with the
fam |lies who have | ost | oved ones
due to traffic violence, from
children | ost senselessly in drag
races on the Boul evard to adults
who have died just riding their
bi kes.

W often forget how
dangerous driving is. Just this
past weekend when | was driving in
rural Mchigan, | was alnost in a
crash. A pickup truck al nost hit
me head-on. | was able to swerve
and luckily we weren't hurt, but it
did hit another person in front of

us. |If | had been three seconds
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| ater, | probably wouldn't be here.
It goes to show how danger ous our
streets are. Not just in M chigan,
but also in Philadel phia where
crashes are very conmmonpl ace.

| use the bike |Ianes
every single day, Pine and Spruce,
to get to and fromwork in Queen
Village. | saw the flipped car on
Spruce a few nonths ago that was
just in the bike lane. | sent it
to sone folks and that it just goes
to show how danger ous these bike
| anes are.

Barbara Friedes is --
was ny exact age when she died. It
coul d have been ne. Every day it
can be ne and it could be any of us
sitting back here. Emly
Fredericks was also killed in the
bi ke | ane on Spruce in 2017. She
was 24 years old. She was a pastry
chef. There's no reason for these

people to die.
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Al we have here
unfortunately is a vocal wealthy
mnority, predomnantly from one
nei ghbor hood, who feel that they
get to park in bike |lanes. And
there's just really no reason for
it when we have | oadi ng zones t hat
have worked very, very well for two
nont hs. Again, they put their
conveni ence over everyone else's
safety. It's really unfortunate
that we can't cone together and
wor k for conmobnsense sol utions
where we have | oadi ng zones, we
have a protected bi ke | ane, we have
a travel lane. It's really the
basi ¢ m ni nrum

So | thank you in
advance for your support of this
bill. 1 also just want to add t hat
| amin support of the Cty Hal
bi ke ane bill, which is Bil
250718. | know that -- or excuse

me, 250649, which would be the City
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Hal | bike lane bill. I'm
di sappointed to hear that it was
tabled for now, but | trust that it
wi || be passed next tinme and any
I ssues will be resolved. So thank
you very much

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

M. Pullin, will you
pl ease call the nanes of the next
W t nesses or next conmenters.

THE CLERK: Can we get
Charl es Goodwi n, Peter Croce, Aliza
Yousey, Alex Teti, Sage Lincoln,
Debbi e Zak Cohen, M chael Novak.

(Wtnesses approached
wi tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Pl ease begin.

MR, CROCE: Good
af t ernoon, Chairnman Young and
menbers of the Commttee. Thanks

for having us here today. M nane
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Is Peter Croce and |'"mhere to
speak on Bill 250718. | live on
Spruce right in front of a |oading
zone and |'m a proud busi ness owner
here in Phil adel phia. | actually
noved to Phil adel phia three years
ago because | want to live in a

bi keabl e city.

So living in front of a
| oadi ng zone. | actually live in
Unit 1F. Like right in front of
t he | oadi ng zone ny w ndows | ook
out. | was able to see firsthand
how frequently these | oadi ng zones
wer e used and how many cars and
trucks were able to briefly make
delivery and drop people off and
peopl e unl oad groceries. Wile
keepi ng the bi ke and the car
traffic |lanes clear, these | oading
zones were working very well unti
they were renoved. So any cl ai ns
to the contrary just do not |ine up

wi th what we've seen on the ground.
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They work especially
wel | for elderly and disabl ed
i ndi vidual s to have anple space to
get in and out of the vehicle
wi thout risk of traffic passing
near their vehicle, as is a risk
when bi ke | anes are used as | oadi ng
zones. So | also bike on Spruce
and Pine every day. And every day
| see that when we don't have
| oadi ng zones there are cars and
trucks parked in the bike lane. It
makes me feel unsafe, but |I'ma
fairly young and confident biker.

The real tragedy is that
| ess experienced bikers, kids, the
elderly and others are forced to
navi gate around vehicles in the
bi ke | ane, | eopardizing not only
their safety but those who are
unl oading and trying to use bike
| anes as | oadi ng zones.

"Il keep this brief. |

have nore | could say, but a |ot of
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fol ks have really said inportant
things here already. | also just
want to add that |'m di sappointed
that the bi ke |l ane around Gty Hal
bill was tabled today. That is an
especi al |y dangerous area to bike
around Gty Hall. That should be
rei ntroduced and | would |love to
see that happen. So | encourage
the passage of this bill for the
safety of all residents, those who
bi ke, those who drive, those who
want to unload. Loading zones nake
us all safer. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:

Pl ease begin. Thank you.

MR, TETI: Hello. M
nane is Alex Teti. I'mhere to
support my strong support for Bill
250718. |'ma nenber of a Fol k
Danci ng Society here in
Phi | adel phia. W're an

i nt ergenerational group by design,
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connecting people of different
ages, races and incone |levels, and
we're part of a larger fol k dance
communi ty which connects our city
to dance conmunities across the
East Coast.

Many of our younger
nmenbers don't own cars. They
travel fromacross the city and
rely on safe, reliable ways to
reach us. Wthout an
I nt er connect ed bi ke system
especially around heavily
trafficked areas |ike Spruce and
Pine and t hroughout Center Gty
general |y, attendance is both
difficult and dangerous for them
W need nore such infrastructure
t hroughout Center City.

| worry about ny friends
being injured. The lack of safe
bi ke access is a real burden that
falls hardest on younger and | ower-

i nconme people who want to
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participate in cultural life. For
us, bike infrastructure isn't an
abstract issue. It directly
I npacts our community. | urge the
Council to support Bill 250718 so
our nmenbers and Phil adel phi ans of
al | backgrounds can safely travel
in the heart of our city. Thank
you for your tine.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your comment.

Pl ease proceed.

MR GOCDWN. M nane is
Charles Goodwin. |'ma 25-year
resident of Pine Street and have
been working or living in
Phi | adel phia for 35 years. |'ve
al so been bicycling here for nost
of that time and |'ve been anong
the 2% of Phil adel phi ans who are
Center City residents who are bike
commuters. The rest of that 40

sone-odd percent are actually foot
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conmut er s.

And |I'm here to speak
out against Bill 250178, which
woul d give the Streets Departnent
the ability to ranrod neasures such
as its |oading zone proposal and
ot her purported bike | ane
i nprovenents w t hout consideration
of public support. Wien OIS
purported to conduct its comrunity
meeting | ast Cctober, it was only
publicized to bicycle groups. It
was not publicized to residents.

OIS and the Streets
Depart nent cannot be granted the

power to act w thout council manic

supervision. |'m an engaged
citizen. |1've been President of ny
RCO, and I'lIl tell you that

transparency was not what OTl S was
interested in when | was president
of my RCO This is 10 years ago,
but sanme peopl e.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG |
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recal | .

MR. GOODW N:  Yeah, but
Il will say please don't show our
pl ans to anybody until they're
perfect. You wait a nonth. They
keep stalling, they keep stalling.
Finally, | posted them publicly and
guess what, the public didn't like
it. I'malso treasurer of ny ward.
I know nost of the long-term
residents on bl ocks surroundi ng ny
house.

And frankly, since we
wer e tal ki ng about speed cans
earlier 1 amgoing to say sonething
everybody woul d agree with here.

We could really use speed cans on
Pi ne and Spruce and we shoul d
really have a 20-m | e-an-hour speed
limt. |It's insane that you can go
25 mles an hour legally down those
streets. They're too narrow and
it's too dangerous.

The | oadi ng zone
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proposal is overwhel mngly opposed
by the residents of Pine and
Spruce. 600, 700 people routinely
sign petitions against these
proposals. The proposals starting
wi th the no-stopping signs,
converting parking spaces to junbo
| oadi ng zones and ultimtely
seeking to inpose lowrise concrete
barriers, which would not have done
a damm thing to save Dr. Friedes
life because that car going 60
mles an hour woul d have easily
surnounted them and kill ed her.

And the proposal for concrete
barriers is like 6 inches, 8 inches
maybe from OTI S.

But this is a case of
the few inposing their will over
the many. QOpponents of the
proposal s are hundreds of residents
who have |ived here for decades,
payi ng taxes and raising famlies

and participating in the community.
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These are the people who are
responsi ble for making Center Gty
this Iivable place it was now as
opposed to what it was like in the
'90s for those of us who've been
around | ong enough to renenber.

The princi pal supporters
of this proposal, it's a group
called Philly Bi ke Action. As of
February 2025, PBA had sone 200
nmenbers citywi de according to a
Reddit post by its founder in the
are climte offensive subreddit.
That's not a big nunber, especially
since PBA nenbership is sinply
having a verified account with
their Discord server or forum

PBA' s Di scord server
reveal s sonme 69 nenbers who cl aim
tolive in Center Gty and anot her
55 in South Philly. PBA s Discord
server is areally interesting read
and Counci |l nenbers m ght want to

take a | ook at what they've said
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about you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

MR. GOODW N:  For the
nost part, there's really a couple
dozen al ways active, always online
peopl e here and they're a ngjority
because they live in an online echo
chanber where they shout down
anybody who di sagrees with them
10 of PBA's 12 board nenbers noved
to Philadel phia in the last three
years or so. Only two have lived
here | onger. Pine and Spruce are
anong the nost safe streets in
Phi | adel phi a.

There's no factual
support for any of these proposals
that would indicate they wll
i nprove bi ke safety. They won't.
It won't change anything. And |
think it's perhaps the PBA fol ks’
|l ack of famliarity with urban

living that has sonething to do
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with their passionate support for
t hese various proposals. They feel
that Pine and Spruce streets are
danger ous, notw t hstandi ng
overwhel mi ng contrary evi dence.
And frankly, as an al nost daily
bi ke rider | don't recognize the
hel | scape |I' m hearing about from
t he ot her people who have given
public comment. |It's like riding
i n Mayberry.

In sum the commttee's
choice is between a | arge,
establ i shed community that
vehenment |y opposes these proposal s
and a handful of folks Iike 5th
Square, 330 nenbers cityw de, a
handf ul of fol ks who just noved
here who want to change things who
suit their way of life over the
strong opposition of the conmunity.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank

you, M. Goodw n.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Pl ease state your nane for the
record and begin with your
testi nony.

M5. YOUSEY: M nane is
Ali za Yousey. | amspeaking in
support of Bill 250718 to
reaut hori ze the Streets Depart nent
to make changes to parking rules in
Center GCty, the anended version,

just along Spruce and Pi ne.

Firstly, I would just like to

encourage Council if you're curious
about the -- | don't know our exact
nunbers -- nunber of nenbers, but |

woul d encourage you to reach out to
Philly Bi ke Action Board nenber for

t hose nunbers and not a nmenber of

FOPS.

|"ma resident of Center
City for three years now. | live
on Lonmbard. | commute to work to

CHOP on a bike. M partner and |

al so own a car which he uses to

Page 209

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
09/ 29/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

comute, and we both use to get
groceries and run errands
t hroughout the week. Loading zones
make sense for drivers such as
nmysel f. They make sense for
pedestrians such as nyself. They
make sense for bikers. I'ma
menber of all three conmunities and
| use loading zones a lot to do
exactly what they're naned for, to
| oad and unl oad things fromny car.
| don't have the |uxury
of a bike lane to illegally park
and tenporarily on ny bl ock so |
use the | oading zone and it's
really, really helpful. So the
| oadi ng zones that make sense for
all types of road users.
Del egating the responsibility for
det er mi ni ng where those | oading
zones are, that makes sense for it
to be the Streets Departnent's
responsibility and not for every

| oadi ng zone al ong Spruce and Pi ne
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to cone to Gty Council. That
doesn't make any sense.

| also want to lastly
add nmy own story of an unreported
traffic incident. A couple nonths
after | first started biking, | was
on Spruce and Pine. There was a
car parked in the bike lane. | was
| ooki ng over ny shoul der to go
around it to check if there was a
car behind ne. And | was
I nexperienced. M wheel turned
nore than | thought it would and |
went over the handlebars, slid
several feet in the mddle of the
road on the pavenent.

| didn't wait around for
the police for a couple hours to
report my incident. | have a
cowor ker who was hit by a car on a
skateboard. He didn't wait around
for the police. | have a friend
who was hit by a car as a

pedestrian. She did not report her
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incident at all. So trust that
there are many unreported incidents
that are not in enpirical evidence
avail able, and that's it. Thank
you very much

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and begin with your
conment .

M5. LINCOLN: Good
afternoon. M nane is Sage Lincoln
and | am a resident and homeowner
on Spruce Street in Washi ngton
Square West, which is on the High
Injury Network. 1'magoing to go
off script here and start off by
thanking OTlS. They've been raked
through the nud a lot. When they
first brought their |oading zone
plan, a lot of residents in ny
bui |l di ng were very skeptical. |

live in a large condo buil ding.
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There are many, nmany retired
residents in the buil ding.

Peopl e brought their
concerns to OIlS. A concern was
crossing the block at Juni per
Street where cars are racing trying
to get the green |ight at Broad.
Anot her concern was the timng of
t he | oadi ng zones, that they
woul dn't go | ate enough when nmany
resi dents cane and dropped off
groceries after work. OIlS engaged
wth the residents and nade
adj ustnents accordingly. They
added a stop sign, they changed the
| oadi ng zone tines. They engaged
residents and they listened to
resi dents.

Ol S al so sent out a
letter to every single resident
al ong Spruce and Pine. Al of the
data shows both at the open house
they held and based on the results

of the letter they sent out with a
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survey to fill out that the
maj ority of residents on Spruce and
Pi ne support | oadi ng zones. Many,
many residents don't have a car.
I n ny nei ghborhood, the majority of
owners don't have cars. But every
singl e person needs a | oadi ng zone.

And I'mgoing to do a
quick day in the life of a |oading
zone before Friends of Pine and
Spruce had it renoved. So every
nmorni ng, the | oading zones woul d be
used by the restaurant and bodega
downstairs, using |large delivery
trucks. Contractors pulled into
themto drop off their tools.
There's a dry cleaners downstairs.
Al'l throughout the day, custoners
were able to pull into the | oading
zone to pick up and drop off their
cl ot hes.

And then there's
resi dents, many of whom are

retired, were able to constantly
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use themto drop off groceries, to
catch taxis. Delivery trucks and
mai |l trucks all day long are able
to pull into themsafely. Before
t hey had nowhere they could go.
Next door people setting up events
at the Wlliam Wy LGTQ Conmunity
Center could unl oad everything for
their events right outside. And
peopl e attendi ng those events coul d
readily get dropped off and picked
of f.

And me personally, when
| needed to take a litter of
kittens to the vet with two | arge
carriers, | was able to be picked
up in the | oading zone. Wen ny
friends with a newborn baby
visited, they were able to drop off
baby and nomin the | oading zone
whi | e dad found parking nmany, nmany
bl ocks away and do so safely. Wen
| came honme froma fam |y vacati on,

|"mable to unload the car there.
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And overnight, all of these spots
becone resident parking when it is
nost needed when people are hone
from wor k.

Wt hout the | oading
zones now, there is nowhere for
these critical activities to take
place. So instead, either traffic
is blocked, which as you've heard
tinme and tinme again, is unsafe and
al so i ncreases congestion. It
causes a lot of traffic when cars
bl ock traffic or residents have to
park many bl ocks away to unl oad and
carry stuff. And so, that's why
the majority of residents when
asked by OTl S said, yes, | support
| oadi ng zones, this is sonething
that the comunity overwhel m ngly
want s.

So as a resident, |
woul d Iike to urge Council to
aut hori ze the Streets Departnent to

install these crucial |oading zones
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because every single person on
Spruce and Pi ne needs them whereas
the vast mpjority do not own cars.
Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch.

Pl ease state your nane
and begin your testinony.

M5. COHEN: Hello. |
think I"'mthe last one. M nane is
Debbi e Zak Cohen. | amreadi hg on
behal f of Society H Il Cvic
Association that firmy opposes
Bill No. 250718, the | egislature.
This legislation exists for one
pur pose, to reverse Judge Street's
ruling that invalidated | oading
zones on Pine and Spruce streets.

| f passed, the bill
changes the law not for safety or
pl anni ng, but to nove nore swftly
and avoid accountability. Under

this bill, OIS and the Streets
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Depart nent woul d have sweepi ng
authority to change parKking,
st oppi ng, standing and | oadi ng
rul es anywhere in Center Cty.
This woul d be done w t hout any
| egi sl ati ve approval or conmmunity
consul tation. That neans one
agency decides the future of our
nei ghbor hoods in isolation,
di smantling a | ongstandi ng system
of checks and bal ances.

Critically, the bil
does not require fact-based
st udi es, nei ghborhood i nput and
f eedback or Council reviews. OIlS
al ready has admitted that it did
not do a traffic inpact analysis
for the | oading zones, and it can
reasonably be inferred that none
were done -- none were conducted
for the dangerous CGet Qut of the
Bi ke Lane | aw either.

For exanpl e, the |oading

zones which are controversi al,
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nmeani ng sone people |like them sone
people don't, there are issues wth
it. It would be nice if it could
get worked out. But what | see on
nmy block is the | oading zones are 6
foot 11 inches wide. Mst |arge
vehicles that need to utilize it
are 8 feet 6 inches with 12-inch
mrror span. That bunps the people
in the | oading zones into the
traffic lane. That shifts the
traffic lane into the bike | ane
buffer. That's a real issue and
maybe a traffic inpact study would
have shown that. Maybe it can get
wor ked out. | don't know.

These studi es woul d have
uncovered cascadi ng consequences of
Orl'S current bike | ane plan,
narrower, if not inpossible,
passage of energency vehicl es,

di spl aced parking, spillover,
congestion and heightened risk for

cyclists. Each step taken w thout
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evi dence conpounds dangers rat her
than preventing them | felt and
heard every fear, everyone who
spoke with fear today.

W have a problemon the
streets and the problemis speed
and traffic enforcenent. W are in
favor of bike |anes, lowering the
speed limt, inplenmenting speed
canmeras, inplementing traffic
cal m ng and encouragi ng safe
behaviors to i nprove safely. But
to be clear, we oppose granting
unchecked authority to a single
agency forcing through a cycle
super highway at the expense of
street safety, conmmunity cohesion
and the denocratic process.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nmuch. Can you wap up your
testinony pl ease.

MS. COHEN: W urge you
to reject Bill 250718 and/or table

it.
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(Appl ause.)
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank

you for your conment.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the nanes of the next
public comrenters.

THE CLERK: Let's get
Deb Horng, Annie O Brien, Hannah
Kahl er, Adrian Velonis, Chris Gail.

(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Agai n, sone fol ks have al ready
testified. |If you' ve already
testified, please limt your
testinony. We woul d appreciate
that for tine's sake, but please
state your nane and begin your
comrent .

MR. HORNG  Thank you.
My nane is Deb Horng. I'ma
resident of District 5 and |I'd |ike
to thank Chairperson Young and the

menbers of the Streets Conmttee
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for the opportunity to tal k today.
A lot of what | was originally
going to say has been said by
others so I'll Iimt nmy comments to
keep this brief.

| want to speak on
behal f of Philly Bi ke Action and
that we support the | oadi ng zones
Bill 250718 in its unamended form
W think that there should be
| oadi ng zones aut hori zed t hroughout
the original boundaries from Spring
Garden to Bainbridge Street, and
not just on Spruce and Pine. Al of
Center Gty needs these | oading
zones.

|'d also Iike to nention
that cyclists are residents too.
There's this fram ng of residents
versus cyclists and that's sinply
not true. | nyself am a honmeowner
and a taxpayi ng nenber of the city.
And | would also like to nention

that the Cty Hall bike I ane bil
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250649 had 1426 signatures, and
nost of the signatures canme in
within the first week or so of PBA
rel easing that petition. So it's
not just the nenmbers of PBA who are
in support of safety neasures |ike
the Gty Hall bike lane bill and
| oadi ng zones, there's w despread
support for this.

|'"d also Iike to nention
that the Gty Hall bike lane is
the -- as you can see outside, the
street is currently being mlled
and PennDOT is in the process of
installing that |ane at no cost to
the city. |If this legislation is
not introduced, the city would be
responsi bl e for taking out that
bi ke | ane at significant cost. So
| would like to echo what ot her
peopl e have said in support of
those two bills and thank you for

your tine.

(Appl ause.)
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Pl ease proceed.

MR, VELONIS: Hello. M
name is Adrian Velonis. |'ma
resi dent of Philadelphiain AQd
Cty. I'mhere to testify in favor
of Bill No. 250718, authorizing the
Streets Departnent to instal
| oadi ng zones in the Center City
area. This legislation is very
val uabl e because it allows the
Streets Departnent to instal
par ki ng accordi ng to denand,
i nstead of wasting tinme in Gty
Counci | hearings deciding when
every single | oading zone goes in.

The Streets Departnent,
which is staffed by experts who
have nultiple degrees, years of
training, often decades of
experience in urban planning, it
allows themto nmake changes t hat
are necessary for our city to

thrive, necessary for businesses to
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operate, to receive deliveries,
necessary for residents to drop off
rel atives and all other purposes of
| oadi ng, including carrying heavy
kitty litter.

|"malso here to testify
in favor of Bill 250649,
aut hori zing a bicycle | ane around
City Hall Penn Square. As a
resident of Ad Cty, this |ane
woul d be a future connection to the
exi sting bike lanes that are in
construction on Market Street in ny
nei ghborhood. | use those | anes,
the portions that are constructed
already, all the tine to travel to
and from Center City.

The Gty Hall bike | ane
woul d be a keystone in the bike
network. It would connect directly
right nowto the 15th Street bike
| ane, JFK bi ke [ ane, Market Street
on the west side bike | ane and

woul d enabl e a seanl ess
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transportation and make our network
safe for a lot nore people. So |
strongly urge you to untable the
bill and ensure that PennDOT is
able to proceed with the pavenent
mar ki ngs as pl anned. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your conmment.

Pl ease state your nane
and proceed with your testinony.

M5. KAHLER: Hello. My
name i s Hannah Kahler and |I'm a
resident in West Phil adel phi a.
Thank you, Council nenber Young and
t he menbers of the Streets and
Services Conmmttee, for this tine.
And thank you to ny Council nenber,
Counci | mrenber Gaut hier, for
sponsoring this bill.

| wanted to cone today
to speak in favor of Bill 250712,
because | frequently use the 47th

Street bike lane and it's amazing.
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It's a huge inprovenent. | have
two friends who |live nearby the new
bi ke | ane, one directly on it and
the other half a block away, and
|'ve been able to visit both nore
frequently and easily since the
installation of the bike | ane.

|"ve al so ridden down it
when bringing a neal to parents who
just wel coned their second child.
It's a vital connector route for
nei ghbor hood residents |ike ne who
do not own a car, and | think we
shoul d do everything in our
| egi sl ative power to protect it and
keep it as functional as possible.

Yes, | applaud Cty
Counci | mrenber Gaut hier for
supporting streets where cyclists
of all ages and abilities can feel
safe and confortable riding. Bike
| anes are an inportant part of our
transportation infrastructure. |

strongly support this bill and urge
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t he nmenbers of the Streets and
Services Commttee to vote in favor
of it. | also amin favor of the
Cty Hall bike |ane and that woul d
be great.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch

M. Gil, please begin
wi th your conment.

MR GAIL: Thank you,
Chair Young, Council nmenber Harrity.
| am Chris Gail, the Executive
Director of the Bicycle Coalition.
I"malso a resident of the 5th
council manic district living at
20th and Fairmount. | do want to
tal k about Bill No. 250649. | am
di sappointed to see or hear that it
has been tabl ed or held.

| do urge you to bring
that back for a couple of different
reasons. One, | rely on that bike

| ane every single day to get to
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work. Being a big guy on a bike, |
am af forded weirdly sone extra
space by drivers often. But when
["maround Gty Hall, that's not
the case. Just this norning as |
was comng into Gty Hall riding
around w thout the markings right
now, | got buzzed. And all | was
trying to do is just get around
Dilworth so that | could get to the
bi keshare station and put ny bike
up right just so that | could be
her e.

So | do ask and urge you
to bring that back. It is one of
the rare occasions that PennDOT,
Streets, Hi ghways, OIS, everybody
IS in support of this and in
unison. And it's a free bike | ane,
so it won't cost our city anything
unless we pull it. It's being done
right now so tinme is of the
essence. As a resident, as a

father, ny three kids really -- 1
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got to get hone to ny kids.

And when we're sitting
here tal ki ng about protection and
the fact that fol ks are saying,
like, I can't do this, | can't do
that, it is literally an ask of
life or death for ne. | ride
Spruce every day. | ride 15th
every day. | want to do a good
job. | want to nake this city a
better place for everybody, but I
need to be able to get back and
forth to work safely.

| recogni ze the
privilege that | have being able to
work in Center City living in
Fai rmount. Wen | worked in
Kensi ngt on, when | worked in
Hunting Park, | couldn't get around
safely on ny bike but I can now
And | ask you to keep ensuring that
t hat happens so that | can get hone
and | can be here and we can do all

these things to make our city a
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better place for everybody. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your testinony.

M. Pullin, please cal
t he next nanes.

THE CLERK: Chris Zabel,
V. Lynn Hogben, Theresa Feo, Ben
Fei nl and, Caneron O G ady.

(Wt nesses approached
wi tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch. Please state your
nanme and begin with your comrent.

M5. HOGBEN. My nane is
Lynn Hogben. [|'m a resident of
4700 bl ock of Wndsor Avenue, a
street adjoining 47th Street in
West Phil adel phia. |'m speaking in
opposition to Bill Nos. 250712,
whi ch woul d give the Streets
Departnent the power to renove and

restrict parking on 47th Street
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W t hout any conmunity input.

As an initial matter, |
woul d note that none of the public
comment on this has been all owed
until 4:35 in the afternoon, at
whi ch point several of the
Counci | renbers are not present and
it would be appropriate that we
have an opportunity to actually
speak in front of the ful
commttee rather than those who
have responsi bly given their tine
and stayed this long. But | wll
make ny statenent.

Much of 47th Street is
residential and as has been
di scussed, there was comunity
I nput on sone parking changes as
part of the conversion of 47th
Street to a one-way one-|ane
street. However, this is not the
bill that Council menber Gaut hier
descri bed. She describes it as a

bill approving the changes as to
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whi ch the community had input. It
doesn't do that at all.

Thi s does not approve
specific changes. It instead gives
the Streets Departnent and OTl S
carte blanche with |icense to nmake
any changes they w sh that have
never ever been disclosed to the
community. The bill is also not
limted to safety needs such as
daylighting. Rather it allows
restriction of parking for |oading
zones on residential blocks w thout
consulting the residents at all on
whet her and under what
ci rcunstances conditions such
| oadi ng zones will be beneficial.

For exanpl e, residents
shoul d have input on the hours of a
| oadi ng zone so that the spaces can
be useful for overnight parking.
The residents under this bill have
no such opportunity. Moreover, the

bill does not imt the anpunt of
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par ki ng that could be renoved or
restricted wi thout community input,
therefore affects not only
residents on 47th Street but al so
all residents on adjoining and
near by bl ocks, as renoval of
substanti al parking on any bl ock
causes the residents who needed to
park there to park on ot her
streets.

Gving OIS and the
Streets Departnent free rein to
renmove and restrict parking in a
residenti al nei ghborhood w t hout
community input is a bad idea. It
has been shown fromevents in
connection with the 47th Street
proj ect that these agencies do not
know t he needs and characteristics
of the city's nei ghborhoods and
wi | | make decisions that are both
harnful and of no safety or other
benefit to anyone, residents or

bicyclists if there is not an
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opportunity for community i nput.
Last spring, OIS
pl anned to convert eight parking
spaces on W ndsor Avenue into
handi capped par ki ng spaces w t hout
realizing that there were no
residents wth handi capped pl ates
living nearby who did not already
have a handi capped space in front
of their hone. As a result, there
woul d have been no one to use those
spaces. Because this was disclosed
to the community, the affected
residents had the opportunity to
contact Counci |l menber Gaut hi er who
hel pfully set up a neeting between
the residents and OIS, As a
result, OIS realized that its
par ki ng renoval woul d harm
residents and benefit no one and
did not proceed with the changes.
Under this bill, that
i nput does not happen. OTlI S goes

ahead, Streets Departnent goes

Page 235

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
09/ 29/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

ahead and makes changes that can
harm resi dents and may benefit no
one at all because the community is
not heard. 47th Street and our

nei ghbor hood i n West Phi |l adel phi a
are not Chestnut and Market Street.
It's in Center Cty. |nposing
par ki ng and stopping restrictions
in front of residents' houses

wi t hout community input, whether in
our nei ghborhood or in any other
residential area of the city, is
very different fromregulating
parking in conmercial areas that
have no houses that depend on
onstreet parKking.

Addr essi ng parki ng
changes on 47th Street and ot her
residential areas by bills
aut hori zi ng specific parking
changes that have been disclosed to
the community woul d be the better
solution, as it wll prevent

gratuitous harmwhich will result
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if OTS and the Streets Depart nent
are permtted to act w thout
community input. | strongly urge
you to reject Bill 250712 and
approve specific parking
restrictions that have been
subjected to comunity input and
not give thema free license to
make changes without the comrunity
bei ng consulted. Thank you very
much.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony. |If
you have witten testinony, you can
al ways submt it for the record as
well. Just want to note that
everything will be part of record.

M5. FEG  Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson
Counci | mrenber Young and Counci | man
Harrity and | guess the other --
oh, Counci |l nenber Ahmad i s back.

W would i ke to state for the

record that we feel that the cl ock
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has run out. W have spent the day
here. W haven't been able to
present evidence. The Deputy
Conmm ssi oner of Streets is no

| onger here who could corroborate
our testinony.

We brought you sone
pi ctures, but we did have sone
vi deos that we wanted to show t hat
we weren't able to have shown to
the coomttee today. So we ask
with all respect to table this
hearing until a proper hearing with
the right tine frane so we can
actual ly present you with the
evi dence that debunks nmuch of what
the Bi ke Coalition nmenbers and
comunity just said.

And when | say we can
debunk what Chris Gail said, we can
debunk what sonme of what Jam e
Gaut hier said --

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG: |'m

going to ask if you have that to at
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| east note that for us on this
record so we know what you have.

So please, this is your opportunity
to testify.

M5. FEO Ckay. So I'm
opposed to granting the Streets
Departnment bl anket authority to
revise, alter or elimnate parking
and | oadi ng zones on 47th Street or
any Phil adel phia street, using
their broad discretion wthout
comunity input. Their recent
deci si ons denonstrate that their
di scretion is often exercised
wi t hout regard for context-specific
| and use, denographics, design
principles or best practices in
traffic engineering.

The reconfiguration of
47th Street installed in tandem
with the 48th Street bike |ane | ast
year illustrates this failure.

Al t hough pronoted as part of the

Vision Zero Conplete Streets

Page 239

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
09/ 29/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Program intended to enhance safety
for all users, the redesign has
I nstead created new and serious
hazards, particularly for children,
seni ors and people with
disabilities.

| will just briefly say
the 1 oss of ADA and senior access
i ncreased school hazards, the
traffic diversion and congestion of
75% of all of 47th Street traffic
being diverted into the | owincone
predom nantly Bl ack nei ghbor hood
adj acent to it violates the
Envi ronnental Justice Advisory
rules that were put in place by
this very commttee that was
submtted also by Jame Gauthier in
2022 and Helen Gym

The energency response
bl ockages, we've been in touch with
both fire departnents in our |oca
area. Neither of those were

consulted. They did not review
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these plans. W've been in touch
with the Star Harbor Senior Center
seni or managenent and Catholic
Charities, they were never

consul ted about their ADA access
needs.

We have mul tiple other
evi dence to present. W know about
the Vision Zero claimthat we were
on a Hgh Injury Network. M chael
Carroll, the Deputy Managi ng
Di rector under Adam Thiel on April
10, 2024 testified in front of 30
people at a community neeting in
front of Calvary Church that we
were not on the Hi gh Injury
Net work, that we were a safe street
and that this was a project brought
to his office by Council nenber
Gauthier's office. It was not on
their schedule to do. Rich
Mont anez said the sane thing. This
was brought forward to create a

nor t hbound/ sout hbound bi cycl e
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corridor to the Schuylkill River
Trail using safe streets.

So they took and
co-opted two safe streets to design
their bike lane. And if you notice
fromthe pictures, which it's
al nost you need to see it in person
to believe it, it's so nmuch bigger,
it's wwder at certain points, 16
feet wi de bigger than the car
travel | ane.

Resi dents al ong the
street were stunned when this was
put forward. The school is not on
board with this. As you know, we
have emails fromthe church. |
have addi ti onal ones that they
didn't send directly to you, they
sent to us. W have residents from
all four wards, 10 bl ocks. W have
busi nesses on the corridor. W
have the Star Harbor Senior Center,
St. Francis. W're all united that

this is an unsafe application of a
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road diet and the bi ke | ane, and we
are not anti-bi ke I ane.

We had bi ke | anes for
years on 48th Street. W have a
bi ke I ane that's working right now
on 48th Street that is perfectly
fine and goes to the sane
destination at Kingsessing. So the
need for this was not done with
safety in mnd. And what we'd |ike
to point out even now, as
Counci | mrenber Gaut hi er nenti oned
safety as her first priority,
Springfield Avenue has been
remlled and paved as a racetrack
for the last two nonths. It runs
next to that school.

So 47th Street and
Springfield, you re now focused
only on bike safety, installing
signs to cone and ticket the nuns,
ticket the parents |like they were
doi ng weeks ago, ticket the

teachers and they are | eaving
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Springfield, which R ch Mntanez
could tell you right now people are
racing 50 to 60 mles an hour
through a 15-mle an hour speed
zone, that's cars, and the electric
bi kes are going 40 to 50 mles an
hour. The flashing light's not
wor ki ng. They didn't put the speed
bunps back in. It's just an
unstriped raceway.

So when they say safety
is their nost inportant issue,
we' re asking you as the Commttee
on Streets whose safety? Vision
Zero prioritizes children first,
t he di sabl ed second, the elderly
third and then bicyclists are bel ow
that. And if you cone out and
visit wwth us, which we're inviting
you to conme to St. Francis, cone to
Star Harbor, w tness what the
seniors are going through now to
get to their handicap ranp, which

you renoved their access.
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This plan renoved their
entire access for a CCT or a
paratransit van to pull up next to
their handicap ranp. Wntertine is
going to be a nightmare. Even if
they put a | oading zone on
Springfield Avenue, you can neke it
a tour bus size, they still have to
go all the way around the corner
and go down the street to get to
their handi cap ranp access because
you renoved the sout hbound | ane of
traffic.

And I'mgoing to |et
G eg Benjam n speak about his
concerns in the 51st ward where he
Is as a ward | eader and the traffic
I npact that we're seeing al ready
overwhel m ng our streets. In
closing, | just wanted to say this:
VWil e bicycle connectivity is a
wort hy goal and we support safe
bi ke | anes, this |ocation was

nei t her appropriate nor equitable.
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An existing bike route
al ready serves the Schuylkill River
Trail and Bartrans Garden.

Mor eover, expanding the bicycle
network by co-opting already safe
streets w thout accounting for

| ocal risk is negligence on the
part of the city and puts

vul nerabl e roadusers in harnis way.

Vision Zero's principles
say the disproportionate influence
of political influence on Vision
Zero in a nmunicipality is actually
sonet hi ng that destroys the
credibility of Vision Zero
everywhere. W believe the
di sproportionate influence of
Bi cycl e Advocacy Groups on OTl S and
the Del aware Vall ey Regi ona
Pl anni ng Comm ssi on under m nes
obj ecti ve deci si on- maki ng.

For this reason, we do
not support Bill 250712, Bill
250718 or even, cone on, Cty Hal
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250649. We were just stuck in
traffic for 20 m nutes where a fire
truck couldn't get down the road
because one lane is out around City
Hall. 1t would behoove City
Council to establish independent
oversight to review new bi ke | ane
projects for conpliance with ADA
regul ati ons, PennDOT regul ati ons,
federal highway regul ati ons and

Phi | adel phi a's Envi ronnent al
Justice and Racial Equity

Conmi ssion rules. None of that was
done for this project for 47th and
48t h and we have receipts to prove
that, except Council nenber Gaut hi er
Is not here, Richard Montanez is
not here and M chael Carroll is not
here.

So we would |ike that
opportunity for this to be held so
that we can have that open dial ogue
and fully transparent where we can

show you why Vision Zero's data of
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Hi gh Injury Network is false in our
nei ghbor hood conpletely. And we're
tal king south of Baltinore Avenue
all the way to Grays Ferry. Not a
single killed or serious injury on
the Vision Zero maps for a single
bi cycli st.

It was not fair. |It's
i nequitable and it's wong. As the
Commttee on Streets, | expect and
| hope respectfully that you wll
put your attention to this matter
and actually | ook at providing
oversight, in this case possibly
citizen oversight because it
doesn't seem i ke the Bike
Coalition is wlling to police
t henselves. So that's what we're
asking for. And thank you very
much for your tine.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your coment. |Is

your conment that OTIS is
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mani pul ating the data to fit |ike
their own | guess narrative?

M5. FEO. Vision Zero is
a national organization. It's a
concept and it's also small | ocal
groups. There is a set of
standards. The nati onal
organi zati on says best practi ces.
But they're not a governnent
agency. They're a nonprofit agency
that can take the data -- and if
you | ook on the Vision Zero pages
of the Philly -- Vision Zero PHL,
you will see a little sidebar where
it explains their nethodol ogy.

If | have an acci dent
on -- let nme give you exanple in
West Philly. If | have an accident
on 47th and Market Street, which is
nore than a half a mle away from
47t h and Ki ngsessing, they're going
to go ahead and put -- and they've
done this. They're going to say,

this is a Vision Zero data which
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I ncl udes probably al nost 20 bl ocks.
I[t's not on the Vision Zero
net wor K.

I f you | ook on the
Vi sion Zero network and conpare it
wi th PennDOT" s vul nerabl e roaduser
list of the 80 -- the 12% of roads
that are on the Vision Zero
network, you will see Kingsessing,
tons of accidents, it's been a
speedway for years; Chester, tons
of accidents. Springfield Avenue
Is the nost trafficked road in our
nei ghborhood. It wasn't even
i ncluded in their studies.

And you will see the
Vision Zero data, killed in serious
injuries, the PPD data, all of
that. W have two data gurus that
have | ooked into all this. They're
mani pul ating the Vision Zero PHL
statistics. W are not a High
Injury Network road. The decision

to put us on a Hi gh Injury Network,
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road was made and we have right-to-
know emails that were filed. W
have emai |l s where they added 47th
Street to the 48th Street process
that al ready had been debunked by
M chael Carroll that we weren't on
the Vision Zero network.

They told the community
for two and a half years they're so
dangerous, it's the nost dangerous
streets in the city. |f you |ook
on social nedia, you'll see every
bi ke | obby advocate sayi ng that
we're the nbst dangerous streets in
the city. W're not. You can ask
the police departnent. They'l|
| augh at you. The fire departnent
Is upset. They can't even get to
peopl e now i n West and Sout hwest
Philly.

But on top of all that,
the primary concern is that this is
an agency that has extended its

overreach, its municipal overreach
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that's not being policed. The Bike
Coalition is enbedded in OIS as
wel | as Del aware Val |l ey Regi ona

Pl anni ng Comm ssion. The
conplaints that we're filing go to
the state and the federal |evel

whi ch oversee them They're not
bei ng nonitored by Phil adel phia and
we' re asking for your help to do

t hat .

They shoul d be subj ect
to oversight. Every tine they show
up and they have all their 40
peopl e stand up and tell you with
enoti onal appeals, the doctor
that -- we understand that. W're
not saying we don't want safety.
We're saying there's a | ot of
fundi ng bei ng used on roads that
are not unsafe when it should be
bei ng put towards the truly unsafe
roads.

Balti nore Avenue is a

nightmare. 58th and Baltinore, you
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just lost a man that was pulled
under the wheel of a truck. Grard
Avenue, Belnont. Instead they're
goi ng and taking and cherrypi cki ng
certain roads and then mani pul ati ng
the data to put it on their High
Injury Network map. W can show
you the maps. There isn't a single
bi ke acci dent anywhere in that High
I njury NetworKk.

The pedestrian crashes
that Jam e Gaut hier nentioned were
on Chester, which has always been a
speedway. They cone raci ng over
the hill. And Baltinore Avenue was
where the guy crashed into
M. Lee's Deli. Those are all busy
roads that are on the H gh Injury
Net work, as i s Wodl and and
Ki ngsessi ng.

47th Street was not in
our nei ghbor hood nor was 48th
Street. So we would |ike sone type

of oversight to ook into this
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because it's exhausting. And nost
of us have jobs. W don't have a
whol e advocacy group behind us to
fight and have people show up here
every day and tell stories. W
don't have that.

We're fighting on behalf
of a nei ghborhood of | owincone
predom nantly Bl ack residents in
Ki ngsessing in Southwest. You
dunped all your traffic in this
nei ghborhood. It's absolutely
unacceptable and they're sitting
there. Gays Ferry has al ways been
a like a congested nightmare. The
bridge traffic now backs up all the
way to (inaudi ble) Wodl and Avenue.
It's two hours to get across the
Grays Ferry Bridge. It's wong.

So what we're asking for
Is a nmeeting where we can actually
sit. W'd love to invite you, the
Conmttee on Streets, to cone to

Star Harbor, cone to St. Francis.
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Listen to Sister Mary who runs the
school. Listen to the pastor and
listen to the Star Harbor seniors
and they'll give you an earful.
Those seniors will tell you.

W' ve had CCT drivers
accosted by the bi ke people
threatening with a | aser app on
their phone that they're going to
send themin for ticketing while
they're dropping off a disabled
person. The delivery -- the
nutrition group delivers their hot
neal s every day at Star Harbor at
that entrance that he can't get to
anynore. He has to stick his truck
t here because there's no place for
himto go.

Eric MIlick, we have
hi s nane, we have his nunber. W
have all that information. If you
want to speak to people that are
actually onsite that can tell you

what's going on. And for every
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resident that's on 47th Street and
on 48th Street that's been fighting
for this, they live on the street.
For everyone el se that you're
heari ng comments from none of them
live there but they're telling how
nice it is and how quiet it is and
it's so nmuch safer now O course,
you don't live on the street. You
don't live on the streets you just
dunped all the traffic on. That's
not okay to do that.

So that's why we fee
that this process has becone so --
it's unworkabl e anynore. It needs
citizen oversight and it needs to
be | ooked at in a nore formal way.
And you're the Conmttee on Streets
so we hope you guys wll do --
ot herwi se what's a Commttee on
Streets for if everything just gets
rubber-stanmped. It's not right.

So that's where we are com ng from

and we have tried and have been
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ignored for two and a half years by
our own Counci |l menber.

Ri ch Montanez and | have
a really good tal king rel ati onshi p,
and he woul d confirmwhat |'m
sayi nhg about whose project this
was, who started it. The Garden
Court community started it. He
woul d al so confirmthat we were the
ones who brought his attention to
the fact that the | oading zones
that were being planned by OTI S
were on the wong side. You' d be
drop dropping grandma off into
oncom ng traffic.

There's so nuch there
it's hard for me to corral it, but
| get alittle crazy and
passionate. But it's been a | ong
day and we do want a chance for
this to be investigated before you
go ahead and push it up to Council.
Because we won't even get a chance

in Council because they'll flood
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the Council roomagain with the

bi ke | obby people and we won't

even -- Sister Mary and father Ryan
canme downtown to testify. They
took the day off from school to
come down here and testify.

This is not okay. That
was in May. And that very sanme day
a letter was read by Jam e Gauthier
when they passed it. So you
i gnored the school, you ignored
Star Harbor, the businesses. It's
wong. And it's sonething that
needs to be fixed, not just for our
nei ghbor hood but for Center Cty
with Pine and Spruce.

| f you notice, they had
a menorial the other day for the
fell ow naned Fenton that was in
Fai rmount Park. | should let you
go. | should let you tal k because
["mjust frustrated right now
Sorry, | apologize.

MR, BENJAMN. | --

Page 258

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
09/ 29/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG: Can
you concl ude your testinmony. W

have to take a quick brief recess

for the stenographer -- sorry. o
ahead.

MR. BENJAMN:. |'m goi ng
to be real brief. First, | want to
t hank you, Councilman. 1'm Geg
Benjamin. |'mtaking off the Ward
| eader hat. |'ma resident of

Sout hwest Phi | adel phia here for
60- pl us years. \Very concerned
about what's going on right now.

| want to thank you,
Counci | man Young, Council man
Harrity, Council person Bass,
Sequilla(sic) as well as Ahmad. |
think what we need to really | ook
at is who's really being affected
by what these decisions that are
bei ng made now. And | see, yes,
there is a large nunber of folks
out here, but I'd Iike -- | know

one that lives in the nei ghborhood,
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but I'd like to know how nany of
them actually live in the

nei ghbor hood that's affected by
t hese decisions that are being
made.

It hurts me. | was
asked recently what was | doing at
a protest at 47th and Springfi el d.
Recently | was there because the
residents that live there know ne.
And they asked nme woul d |
participate. Theresa asked ne
would | participate. There is a
groundswel I of interest now because
people are feeling like they're
bei ng forced to accept sonething
that they don't even know about,
| ess nore have an opportunity to

nmake a deci sion one way or the

ot her.

And then finally | just
say this: | amnot opposed to bike
riders. | don't want to -- you

know, | think it's so unfair when
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people may not totally agree with
everything that's bei ng sonmewhat
forced on us to say that we hate
this or don't like that. |'mjust
as concerned about the safety of a
bi ke rider as | ama person driving
in a car or ny child wal ki ng down
the street.

Sonmeone asked this

ques -- they nmade this statenent.
They said bikes -- the streets were
not made for cars. | would kind of

challenge that a little bit.
Because when | go on corners, | see
stop signs and they're not for
peopl e and they're not for bikes.

| see traffic lights. They're not
for people and they're not for

bi kes. Because these streets have
been in existence, people have been
using cars for a very long tine.

So to just conme and say all of a
sudden that this is not necessary

or we're being overwhel med, you
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know, we're just being hard or
hatred | think it's untrue.

| think it's going to
bring nore interest from nei ghbors
who are affected by this and then
it could turn into sonething that
peopl e dislike this or that because
they're not having the opportunity
to have sone input. And that's al
| want to say. | thank you for

your tolerance in giving us this

tinme.

(Appl ause.)

M5. FEG | have one
nore thing to say. | have one nore

thing to say.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Yes,
am

M5. FEO. There's one
common denom nator in every bike
| ane project that comes up for
review, the 3rd Street bike I|ane,
the Pine and Spruce, Castor Avenue,

47th and 48th Street. Every single
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time the sane story, they
cherrypick who they invite to the
neetings. They fake the anount of
support w th anonynous surveys.

W had 170 people on a
petition that lived on that actua
corridor where they were putting
the bike [ane on 47th and 48th. W
were ignored. The bike | ane people
showed up in mass at the public
community neetings. They
intimdated the people that were
there, the little handi capped | ady
sitting there.

W filed a letter of
formal conplaint with Adam Thiel's
of fice who bunped it down to
M chael Carroll, who investigated
it and said, oh, well, was it a
city enployee. He was representing
our city enployee, M. Bruger, when
she told everybody in the roomto
be quiet. There were no places for

anybody to sit.
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The residents who
conpl ai ned about the proposed
traffic being diverted were
excluded fromthe rest of the
public nmeetings over a year and a
hal f. And we can show that because
on their very own flyers they only
invited certain people on their
flyers fromcertain blocks. They
conpletely left off the 49th and
Wodl and Avenue, oh, we're going to
do a study to see what needs to be
done over there.

Their original plan was
taking that all the way to G ays
ferry. And instead it was
di scovered after they realized the
nei ghbor hood wasn't built that way.
You had a playground there, you had
basebal | teans, you couldn't take
out the parking and three streets
woul d have | ost EMI access
conpletely. They didn't know the
nei ghbor hood when t hey decided to
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push this through. W can prove
all that.

And what we're asking
for is some help fromCty Counci
to push back and force themto
actually -- like you said it
earlier, transparency, that's one
of the top key things on Vision
Zero i s transparency of data.
That's not happening here in
Philly.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch. | think that what
you' re nentioning --

MR. BENJAM N.  And |
really do hope y'all conme to the
comuni ty because | think that
woul d be a good opportunity for you
to get sonme other side's of
opi ni on.

M5. FEO. (I naudi bl e).

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG |

think what you're nentioning is
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I nformation that needs to be
presented to that District
Counci | renber again and have t hat
District Council menber weigh in on
that. Because unfortunately, nmany
of us up here as District
Counci | mrenbers do not represent
those particular areas so | don't
have a keen understandi ng of what's
goi ng on on the ground down there.

M5. FEO That's why
we're inviting you. But honestly,
from what we understand the
Committee on Streets was put
together to review streets project
with sone sense of what's right,
what's wong, will this work. It
shoul dn't just be rubber-stanped by
counci |l mani ¢ prerogative because
there's a | ot of people that cross
all the districts that travel these
roads.

47th Street was the main

road comng in off of Grays Ferry
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along with the other road. It's
now conpl etely -- 75% of that
traffic has been dunped into
anot her nei ghborhood. That is not
okay. The seniors, they need your
protection. That's the Conmittee
on Streets role fromwhat |
understood. So | hope you cone out
and see us. Thank you. Bye.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease call the nanes of the next
commenters as well just so they can
gueue themup for the final folks
that are left to testify in public
coment .

THE CLERK: Caneron
O Grady, Ben Feinland, Chris Zabel.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
Pl ease read all the nanes so folks
can cone up for public coment.

THE CLERK:  Anne Dor n,

Ceci lia Thonpson, John Brookt on,
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| sabel Melvin, Ray King, Russel
Richie, WII Tung, N ck D Taranto,
Jason Das, Josh O ough, Ray King,
Vi ctor Abadi a, Janes Dougherty and
Lou Huang.

(Wtnesses approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. And again, if you' ve already
testified, could you please limt
your comments to things that are
novel .

Thank you so nuch.

Pl ease begi n.

MR. FEI NLAND: My nane
is Ben Feinland. 1'd like to speak
on behal f of Bill 205712 regardi ng
the 47th Street bike | ane.
Admttedly, | don't live on 47th
Street. | live on 46th which is
pretty close, and it has been the
| argest quality-of-life inprovenent
since |I've noved to the city four

years ago now.
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It has made it so nuch
easier to get down to Kingsessing
to see ny friends, to access
Bal ti nore Avenue which is stil
dangerous, but it's getting better.
And so, | cannot stress enough how
i nportant and hel pful this has been
to nme as a citizen of West
Phi | adel phi a.

Simlar -- so, yeah, |
guess so for Bill 205712, that
woul d al l ow an increased ability to
create | oadi ng zones which woul d
make it even safer. And so,
simlarly for Bill 205718 the
| oadi ng zones have made |ife biking
into Center Gty nuch easier and
much | ess stressful and frankly
just much nicer. And so, | hope
you consi der passing that as well.

And lastly, | would just
like to voice ny support for Bil
205649, the Gty Hall bike |anes.

Those woul d be so hel pful to
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cyclists within the city. So
pl ease consider bringing that next
time the conmttee neets. Thank
you for your tine.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
and begi n.

MR BERQUI ST: My nane
Is Steve Berqui st speaking in favor
of Bill No. 250712 for the 7th
Street |oading zones. |I'ma cycle
conmut er and proud resident of
Sout hwest Phi | adel phia, 52nd
Street. | live within walking
di stance of Fred's Water Ice, but |
originally conme from M nneapolis, a
city fanous for its inpressive
urban cycling infrastructure.

There are usef ul
protected bi ke | anes and separated
paths all over the city, in purely

resi denti al nei ghborhoods, in both

Page 270

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
09/ 29/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

the weal thy and nonweal thy parts of
town, on the university canpuses
and right in the downtown business
district. 1In the city I cone from
it is totally normal for children,
for elders, for young professionals
of all social classes to be sharing
any of the nmany protected bike
routes at their own pace to get to
their destination safely. They
often get there faster than they
would if they were driving or
taki ng the bus.

This is normal not only
in the humd summer nonths, but
also in the three nonths a year
where the daily tenperatures are
frequently below freezing. | have
seen it wth ny own eyes. Wen
peopl e feel safe in bike |Ianes,
they will use them and that
alleviates traffic in the process.

|"ve seen firsthand al

the benefits that safe,
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predi ctable, useful. Mcronobility
i nfrastructure brings to peopl e of
all ages, abilities and incones,
whet her they're getting there on a
bi cycle, on an electric scooter or
just wal king on a path that feels
saf e.

| was so excited to see
t he new parking protected bike
| anes go in on 48th and 47th, ny
nei ghbor hood, as it represents
tangi bl e progress for ny adopted
home of Phil adel phia, one of the
country's largest cities and | east
car-dependent cities, to catch up
to the cycling infrastructure of ny
much smal | er homet own.

The 48th and 47th Street
bi ke | anes have made ny trips into
University City and Center City a
| ot safer. They are an absolute
blessing to ne. The only tinme they
are frustrating is when a delivery

or construction truck is blocking
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them due to the regqul ar parking on
t he bl ock being taken up al ready.
W [ive in awrld nowwth a |ot
of delivery vehicles and a |lot nore
than existed a few decades ago. So
It makes sense to create and
enforce | oadi ng zones to |l et those
delivery workers do their job
suppl yi ng the | ocal businesses that
make life in West Philly go round,
while also letting cyclists |ike ne
and people of all ages and
abilities get to those sane

busi nesses safely w thout being
forced into mxed traffic. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your conmment.

M5, THOMPSON:.  Good
afternoon. M nane is Cecilia
Thonpson and |' m speaki ng on Bil
250711. It was introduced by ny

Counci | person Janmi e Gaut hi er on
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9/ 11/ 2025. They want to change the
traffic direction for the 500 bl ock
of Preston Street to go into Spring
Garden Street rather than Haverford
Avenue.

|'ve been a resident
since 2017, live in the 4050
Haverford Avenue Apartnents. And
when those acci dents happen,
they're right under ny apartnent
where ny disabled adult child
t hi nks sonebody's gotten kill ed.
That's how loud it is. The
accidents are so severe that they
would hit -- there's a religious
institution and they had these
pillars. They would literally
knock these pillars over.

| believe the reason for
t hese accidents is -- prior to 2017
ny buil ding was an enpty | ot and
there were enpty lots around there
for about 15 years until the city

started building. It was a pause
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during the pandemc, but there's a
| ot of apartnents around there.

But before then, you could drive |
guess 30 mles from40th to 41st
and Haverford and vice versa.

Wth that stop sign
there, people, at least in ny
nei ghborhood, think it's a rolling
stop so they'I|l stop a little bit
because they think there's a stop
sign between 40th and 41st and
Haverford and there's not. And
then that's when you get these
horrific accidents.

To ny know edge, nobody
has gotten killed. 1've sent
pictures, videos to former or the
honorabl e former Gty Council person
Janni e Bl ackwel | and now to
Counci | person Jam e Gauthier. | am
asking -- oh, ny advocacy was
either put a stop sign there or
stop light. There was no issue

about the acci dents. It was who's

Page 275

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
09/ 29/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

going to pay for the stop sign or
t he stoplight.

| am asking for the
residents of the 500 bl ock of
Haverford -- | nmean of Preston
Street and Green Street, which is a
street that when you go down it,
you woul d nmake a right onto
Haverford to have their voice
heard. | don't think that the
religious institution that | was
told that clained to be advocating
for us, they weren't.

Qur building is across
the street fromthis religious
institution and all they had to do
was wal k across the street and say,
hey, this is when the neetings are
happening. |If it's possible, |
don't know what the City Counci
version of this is, but if you can
put a pause until -- instead of
telling us what to do, ask us this

is what's proposed |ike these other
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nei ghbor hoods that |'m heari ng.
Even if they're for it or against
sonet hing, they were at | east
informed. W were not inforned to
say if we are for or against
anyt hi ng.

W don't have a bl ock
capt ai n because of the blight that
was t here before the housing and we
don't have comm ttee people that
represent us. | amwlling to work
wi th nmy Council person Janm e
Gauthier. |If they can secure the
place, I'lIl have ny son and his
support person put the flyers
everywhere so that people are
i nformed, hey, this is what's being
proposed, do you agree or disagree.

| think stop signs
shoul d be there, but I'mnot here
to speak on their behalf. [I'mfor
famly and parent and community
engagenent. And at |east don't

di sm ss us because we live in a
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| ow-resource area. | live in an
area where there's a | ot of
seniors, a |lot of disabled people
like nyself. And even if they
change the traffic, those cars are
still going to have to stop and
it's still going to be accidents.
Because if they're com ng down
Haverford Avenue and they want to
turn on to Preston from 40th and
Haverford, you still got to stop.
That traffic is not going to stop.

|'ve been living there
since 2017 and they treated |ike
the Indy 500. |It's terrible. And
| don't knowif this is a cheaper
way by not putting up at |least -- |
prefer a stoplight, but not putting
up a stop sign. Cheaper is not
al ways safer. So if there's any
way we can at | east have a neeting
that includes the residents.

And again, I'mgoing to

end with this. Wen | just kind of
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asked on ny way here, because they
couldn't make this 1 o' clock
neeti ng because they're working
like, y"all know yet they're going
to change the street, the direction
of the street? And they were liKke,
no. | went on Geen Street.
Nobody on Green Street knew, the
residents on Haverford Avenue.
Fromny apartnent to
40t h and Haverford, they don't
know. | got informed about this
because | went to the community
neeting in MII Creek, and that's
when sonebody fromthe state said,
this is what we're going to do. |
was |ike, how cone you didn't ask
the residents and that's when she

told nme that. So | --

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG | do
think that -- thank you for your
conment . | do think this is a

matter for your community residents

fromyour block to reach out to
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your District Council nmenber. It
seens |ike she's been willing to
work with conmunities on issues. |
will actually just reach out to
Counci | mrenber Gauthier with sonme of
t he concerns of those residents and
fromthe folks that are in the
bui |l ding that you live in.

M5. THOMPSON:. Can | ask
a procedure question? Like,
don't know this part of Cty
Council. So when sonet hing cones
to a conmttee, what happens after
t hat ?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  The
conm ttee then takes an action or
decides to take an action or not
take an action on |egislation
that's before us, so we can nove it
out of -- there's multiple things
that we can do in a commttee. But
this is the process that allows
sonething to becone a |law. And

this is a part of that process.
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M5. THOMPSON: Ckay. So
then it noves out of here and goes
tol'mgoing to say big Cty
Counci | ?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:

Counci | of the Wole Committee,
yeah.

M5. THOWPSON:  Ckay.
Thank you.

MR. TUNG Hello. Good
eveni ng, Chair Young and nenbers of
Gty Council. You net two of ny
nei ghbors before, Theresa Feo, Geg
Benjamin. | live in the sane -- |
live just one bl ock over from G eg
Benjamin. He's ny Ward | eader.

But 1| am here. M nane
Is WIl Tung. |'ma resident of
Sout hwest Philly in Kingsessing,
here as a husband and fat her
raising a child in this city. |I'm
here in support of Bill 250712,
which will enable the city to

regul ate parking and | oadi ng on
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47th Street in ny nei ghborhood.
This bill would enable
the city to set parking and | oadi ng
regulations to suit the way al
roadusers use these streets today,
especially notorists, taxis,
ri deshare drivers, delivery
conpani es. Before, the normwould
be to illegally double park in the
travel lane. So with the | oading
zones, that will alleviate that.
And this bill is part of
a larger plan that reconfigured
47th Street to be safer. There's a
| ot of discussion about the bike
| ane and the conversion of 47th
Street fromtwo-way to one-way.
That was a bill that already passed
this conmttee a year ago. That
passed this commttee, it passed
Cty Council. W're only here to
tal k about the | oading zones.
And, you know, for 47th

Street, 47th Street is on the High
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Injury Network. | am proud of ny
Counci | renber Jam e Gauthier for
prioritizing safety here and it's
anong the nost dangerous streets in
the city. The corridor averaged a
maj or crash every nonth and two
pedestrians struck every year.

| know the Chair, you
asked for statistics on 47th Street
earlier, like hours ago. According
to PennDOT, between 2019 and 2023
this corridor on 47th Street saw 45
crashes over the four years, nine
pedestrians struck, three of them
seriously injured. These are
nunbers from PennDOT - -

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG Do
you know what streets? You said
the entire corridor. So what's the
north and south streets that --

MR TUNG | believe
it's just on Kingsessing to
Chestnut, but that's straight from

Orl S docunents. That's not ny
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figures. | didn't make those up,
but those are just straight from
the OTl S public engagenent
docunments. There are also over two
years of public engagenent on this.
| saw many of the fol ks who oppose
this at those public engagenent
neetings. And to claimthat this
is all done in secret w thout any
consultation with the nei ghborhood,
that's patently false.

Hundr eds of peopl e cane
out to these engagenent neeti ngs.
They were very well-attended. And
overwhel m ngly, the nei ghborhood
approved of them The
nei ghbor hood, we filled out survey
comment cards and t he nei ghbor hood
overwhel m ngly supports the
changes. And now, this is a just a
vocal mnority com ng to Counci
and voi cing their opinion, which
they're entitled to do.

So since the
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reconfiguration, people using

bi cycl es now have a dedi cated safe
space to ride. People crossing the
street benefit from sl ower-noving
vehi cl es and shorten crossing

di stances. And people driving just
drive slower on this residential
street and are less likely to be
involved in a crash that kills or
seriously injures soneone.

So on a personal note,
nmy daughter has to cross 47th
Street on her way to and from
school. MW wfe needs to cross
47th Street to get to work and get
to her Muay Thai gym And since
this reconfiguration, the cars here
drive slower and it's cal ner and
it's noticeably |less stressful for
us. This is one |less street we
have to worry about crossing out of
the many streets in West Philly
that we cross. So | want to thank

you for your tine.
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| al so want to express
support for the bike [ane bil
around Gty Hall. [I'm disappointed
that that bill has been held and |
| ook forward to that passing this
commttee. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your tine.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and begin with your
conment .

MR KING M nane is
Ray King and |'m here to advocate
for the | oading zones in Center
City and 47th Street. | just think
It makes good sense. It w il nake
It a safer road. Also, for the
bi ke | ane around Gty Hall | know
that that bill has been tabled, but
I'"d like to just say that that is
sonething that the city needs.

kay. Thank you very nuch.
(Appl ause.)
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your comrent.

| f you can state your
name agai n and proceed with your
comrent .

MR RICHE H. I'm
Russell Richie. | spoke earlier as
part of the panel with 5th Square.
First of all, I want to say thank
you so nmuch for enduring hours of
this with us. Just doing this on
one day was very trying for ne. |
cannot inmagine howit is for all of
you to do it day-in and day-out.
So thank you so nuch for your
public service.

| want to nmake a comment
and ask a question. M comment is
that allow ng free or underpriced
par ki ng on our urban streets to the
tune of the RPP is only $75 a year
now, that's effectively a nassive,
massi ve subsidy to the richest

whitest residents of this city.
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Wien | noved to the city in Center
City several years ago, | paid $200
a nmonth for garage parking in
Center Cty. So do the nmath.
That's thousands of dollars per
year that people are getting in
free parking in Center Cty.

That's massively unfair
to the people that live el sewhere
inthe city. And that's mllions
of dollars that the city is |eaving
on the table that they could spend
on Vision Zero, they could spend on
SEPTA, they could spend on nmany
other things. So that's ny
comment. My question is why is the

Cty Hall bike lane bill being held

up?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your coment. |s there
anyone else -- can you call the

next conmenter?
MR, RICH E: Thank you.
MS. MELVI N: Hi . ['m
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| sabelle Melvin and |I'm here on
behal f of -- whoops, let nme get ny
notes here. Chairperson Young and
Cty Council nenbers of the Streets
and Services Commttee, thank you
very nmuch for what you do for the
City of Philadel phia. Thank you
for introducing Bill 250718. |
fully support this | oading zone
bill.

This bill wll make ne
feel safer as | wal k and bi ke on
Spruce and Pine. The pedestrian
safety bicycle and accessibility
infrastructure has inproved so nuch
over the years. Thank you very
much for all the hard work you've
done. Safety, safety, safety, and
| support the Cty Hall bike |ane.

And | just want to
rem nd you that just |ast Novenber
on the east side of City Hall, a
person driving an SUV struck two

peopl e on the sidewal k. Both

Page 289

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
09/ 29/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

suffered serious injuries wth one
victimlosing his leg. Crashes
like this are fully preventable.
Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

MR. DAS. Good
af t er noon. My nane is Jason Das,
resident of District 3. |'mhere
to support 250712, about the
| oadi ng zones on 47th Street in
West Philadel phia. | live quite
near by, closer to 49th Street
across 47th. Al the time 47th was
terrifying until this year. |
basically avoided it. And |I'm
speaking primarily as a pedestrian
In this case.

This is a street that
was scary to cross because drivers
woul d be constantly trying to run
you over. Some of ny nei ghbors,

Theresa, Ben, | know, they cone to
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the neetings. | actually disagree
with them about bike lanes. | like
bi ke anes. But | agree with them
Qur nei ghborhood is what we call a
car sewer. People driving from
Del co to New Jersey and back cone
right through our little
resi denti al neighborhood. It's a
pr obl em

47th Street now it's
nice. 1| love walking on 47th. |
seek it out. | walk on it on
pur pose. The daylighted corners
allow us to see what's comng. |If
you're driving on 47th now, it's
nice. It used to be people were
trying to drive around you in both
di rections and you couldn't see at
the corners because everybody was
parked up to the corners. So as a
pedestrian you were getting run
over and you couldn't see. As a
driver, you couldn't see and you

were afraid to run sonebody over,
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and cars were trying to pass you at
60 mles per hour on alittle
narrow street. So it's better.

Thank you, Counci |l menber
Gaut hi er for spearheading that. As
Gaut hi er nentioned, we had a huge
anmount of comrunity outreach.
Peopl e were heard. And
overwhel m ngly, people were in
favor. And now, overwhel m ngly
people like it. Mny of ny
nei ghbors coul dn't take four hours
off on a Monday afternoon to be
here, but |'ve talked to them about
t his.

My nei ghbor across the
street, he's actually bicycling his
daughter to preschool now on 47th.
This is not sonething he could have
done last year. This is sonebody
who grew up in the neighborhood,
you know, |ived here his whol e
life, and his relationship to the

nei ghbor hood i s changi ng.
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| grew up in
Phi | adel phia in the '80s and ' 90s
and it wasn't like this then, in ny
nmenory, | was a kid. But | fee
i ke the cars have gotten worse,
traffic has gotten worse. And
sonet hing |i ke | oadi ng zones,
dayl i ghted corners are part of the
solution. So 47th | said it's
better now, but it is inconplete
until these | oading zones are
I npl enent ed.

We get deliveries to
resi dences, but also there's
busi nesses along there. There's
two schools that | can think of off
top ny head, de Sales and the
public school Lee, there's people
com ng and goi ng, you know, exactly
when you' d expect |lots of them
They need | oadi ng zones. The
busi nesses, we heard about Vi etnam
restaurant, we heard about Lee's

wher e sonebody drove a van into
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themoff 47th | ast year because
they were traveling at a high speed
by Baltinore Avenue. So we have a
| ot of problematic streets in our
nei ghbor hood.

Fi xing 47th doesn't fix
all the other ones. | think we can
all acknowl edge that. That's a
commonsense thing, that fixing one
street at a tine is applying band-
aids to a system c problemthat
Phi | adel phia faces and that this
subcomm ttee of Council is tasked
with dealing with. And | thank you
all for your work on that.

Loadi ng zones are a huge
part of the solution citywde. So
peopl e were tal king about the
Spruce and Pi ne | oadi ng zones.
Sounds good to ne. But again,
speaki ng as a resident of Cedar
Park, we need them on 47th because
now there's a single | ane of

traffic nmoving. Were exactly is
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UPS, FedEx, Amazon supposed to go.

The Star Harbor Seni or
Center, yeah, they need a | oading
zone right there. Again, a
conmonsense nove. The idea that
we' re hel ping Star Harbor by

bl ocki ng the | oadi ng zone

- no,

we' re hel ping Star Harbor by
putting this | oading zone in.

We're helping St. Francis School by
putting this | oading zone in. Are
peopl e on ot her bl ocks, including
mne alittle jealous? Yes, yes,
we are. We want to see nore of

t his.

But nmeanwhile, | just
want to say what is happening on
47t h represents what we want to
see. And if that nmeans that
sonebody driving fromArdnore to
Cherry H Il can't drive through ny
nei ghbor hood at 60 m | es per hour
anynore, | amokay with that and |

expect you are too. Cedar Park was
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built as what they call a streetcar
suburb. So that neans peopl e who
woul d take the trolley to Center
Cty for the jobs and ot herw se
wal k around what is still a
beautiful, wal kabl e nei ghbor hood,
parking is limted. It was, in
fact, built before cars. It was
not built for cars.

There's Garden Court a
little bit north of us. They've
got parking in the back alleys. W
don't have that down where | |ive.
So it's a very small proportion of
the nost privil eged nei ghbors who
own cars, who have cars. The rest
of us we're wal king, we're taking
SEPTA, we're riding bicycles and
we' re happy about that. People
nove to this neighborhood on
pur pose.

And Counci | menber
Gaut hi er understands that aspect of

t he nei ghborhood, these peopl e who
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want to live in a nei ghborhood
where we can travel via SEPTA, via
bi cycle, on foot to do our shopping
on foot and not be worried about
getting run over by people zoom ng
t hrough our nei ghbor hood.

Par ki ng, free street
parking, that's low on the list of
priorities for my neighbors. |I'ma
little bit of a neighborhood
busybody. | talk to a |ot of
people. It's not |ike nobody
doesn't appreciate a free parking
spot. W do of course, but that's
not nunber one priority. W care
about safety. W care about
famlies. W care about children
being able to ride their bikes.

Il magine that. Wwen | was a child
in Philly, | could ride ny bike --

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG I f
you begin to concl ude your
testinony, sir. Thank you.

MR DAS: So 47th
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Street, what |'msaying is that it
is good but it's inconplete until

t hese | oading zones are in. Let's
get those | oading zones in. Thank
you very much

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your comment.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record.

M5. BONAREK: (Good
afternoon. M nane is Leonard
Bonarek. | amsorry, excuse ne.
It's been a long day. |I'ma
resident of 47th Street corridor,
been for about eight years, and |I'm
here to speak in support of Bil
250712. Also, while we're here |
would i ke to see the City Hal
bi ke | ane bill be reintroduced. |
think that's an inportant piece of
infrastructure for our city.

But | want to speak

about ny own personal experiences.
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Since 47th Street has gone in and
t hese | oadi ng zones, as the
previ ous speaker said, are a
crucial part of making those
successful and maki ng t hem
functional. M experience of just
being able to cross the street has
changed dranmatically.

|, on the urging of ny
| oved ones, gave up on
confrontations wth drivers on
asserting ny right-of-way to cross
the street with ny children,
hol di ng the hand of mny children.
When drivers were refusing to stop
for us, | got into multiple
altercations with people. People
got out of their cars, etc. | had
to give up on that and just wait
for the street to clear while I'm
standing at the edge of a crosswal k
when there's a stop sign.

Since 47th Street has

gone in, the crossing distance got
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shortened to only 11 feet. W can
see drivers comng and ny 9-year-
old child can now cross that street
on their owm w thout me comng with
them It has nmade an enornous
difference in ny life. And this
type of change we have seen it over
and over.

W saw it on West
Chestnut Street when there was the
sane type of opposition. And we
saw West Chestnut Street, that's
t he section between 33rd Street and
46t h, conme off of the H gh Injury
Net wor k because these changes were
made. |'mlooking forward to
seeing the updated data that shows
that 47th Street is now off of the
H gh Injury Network. So we've seen
exanpl e after exanple of this
working and | just want to
encourage you to never put the
conveni ence needs of a few people

ahead of the safety of the rest of
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us. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your comment.

Pl ease state your nane
and begin your comrent.

MR. HUANG  Good
evening. M nanme is Lou Huang.
believe | was the | ast nanme call ed,

but this is ny first tinme providing

comment on a bill before the
commttee. So | just thank you so
much for your tine. |[|'ve been here
for four hours. | just wanted to

see if | can get ny voice and | was
here to conmment on Bill No. 250649,
that will authorize a pernmanent
protected bi ke lane around Gty
Hal | .

|"ma resident of the
District 5 nei ghborhood of
Brewerytown and |'m here to speak
as ny experience as a bicyclist.

Bicycling is ny primry form of
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transportation around the city. |
regul arly bi ke down the Parkway,
whi ch as you know has a dedi cated
bi ke lane. And often tines | find
nmyself needing to ride past City
Hall to reach Center Gty East or
add dCty as | did today. But once
you reach the sout heast end of the
Par kway, the bi ke | anes are
di sjoi nted and even nonexi stent,
and | feel like this is a very
dangerous gap in the existing bike
network. And | feel like |I place
my life in danger every tine | need
to ride around D lworth Plaza when
' m navi gating through the area.
So if I'm understanding
correctly, PennDOT is installing
the bike lane as a pilot. So |
| ook forward to being a regul ar
user of that when it is installed.
But | also don't want to be afraid
that it is going to go away at any

time. So | urge you to bring back
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Bill 250649 and vote for it in
favor of being a permanent bike
| ane around City Hall. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your conment.

| s there anyone el se
wi shing to testify for public
comment ?

(Wtness approached
W tness table.)

MR BLATSTEIN. Hell o,
Counci | .

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Pl ease state your nanme for the
record and begin with your comrent.

MR, BLATSTEIN. O
course, of course. Let ne just
make sure | got ny stuff here. Al
right. W're good. Hello. MW
name is Jereny Blatstein. |'mhere
in support of Bills 250718 and
250712. | am here on behalf of big

bi ke. Cbviously, this is one
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massi ve conspiracy, ki dding.

Let's be clear, safety
over everything, safety over
everything. It is absolutely
insane to say that OTlIS and Streets
i s bought off by the Bicycle
Coalition. |If anything, it is the
ot her way around, that a few
weal thy individuals are trying to
kill protective bike |Ianes and
| oadi ng zones on Pine and Spruce.

| rise today in support
of creating nore |oading zones in
Phi | adel phia, particularly on Pine
and Spruce Street, as well as on
47th Street. These streets are
sonme of the nost heavily travel ed
in our city. They carry not just
residents but delivery drivers,
service workers and small business
suppliers. Wthout proper |oading
zones, trucks and vans are forced
to doubl e park, blocking traffic

and endangering cyclists and
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pedestrians. That creates
frustration for drivers, unsafe
condi tions for bikers and sl ower
service for the very busi nesses
t hat keep our nei ghborhoods ali ve.
The bill before us would
give OIl S the authority to
establish | oadi ng zones wi t hout
requiring separate approval from
City Council each tine. This is a
commonsense reform It streanlines
the process, cuts down on the
unnecessary bureaucracy and all ows
the city to respond nore quickly to
realities on the ground.
Qur transportation
| eaders are best-equipped to
anal yze traffic flow, safety
concerns and busi ness needs in
realtinme. G@Gving themthe
flexibility to act wll make
Phi | adel phia streets safer and nore
efficient. On Pine and Spruce in

particular, this will reduce the
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constant conflict between delivery
vehicles and the bi ke lanes. On
47th Street, it wll help |ocal
busi nesses that rely on regul ar
deliveries to operate snoothly

wi t hout clogging up traffic or
endangeri ng pedestri ans.

Loadi ng zones may sound
smal |, but they nake a huge
di fference. They support | ocal
conmerce, inprove safety and keep
our streets noving. | urge Cty
Council to support this bill and
give OIS the authority to
desi gnate these zones where they
are needed nost.

And | ast but not | east,
not approving the bi ke |Iane around
Cty Hall today will only cost the
city nore noney and cause nore
problens. This shouldn't have even
been part of the conversation if
the bike lane bill had been

i ntroduced sooner by you, and it
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really -- | do believe that your
constituents and the residents of
Phi | adel phi a deserve an expl anati on
as to why it's tabled. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your comment.

Pl ease state your nane

for the record and begin with your

comrent .

MR BROWN:. H . M nane
I's Robert Brown and | |ive near
South and 11th Street. |'mhere to

speak in support of the unanended
version of Bill 250718. 1'ma
regul ar user of Indigo, the city's
bi keshare program and | frequently
wal k and bike in Center Cty as a
cyclist and a pedestrian.

|"ve noticed fewer cars
parked in the Spruce and Pi ne bi ke
| anes since the new | oadi ng zones
were installed earlier this year

and |'ve also noticed the parked
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cars returned when the | oadi ng
zones were renoved. |'msure the
Par ki ng Authority has citation data
that can validate ny observati ons.
In the three years |'ve
lived in Philadel phia |'ve never
felt confortable biking in Center
City, and this is especially true
for the loop surrounding City Hall.
| often encounter cars parked in
the bi ke [ane near the intersection
of 15th and South Penn Squar e,
which forced ne to either disnount
nmy bi ke or nove into Dilworth Park
to attenpt to pass via car |ane.
Just recently |
encountered a car blocking the Cty
Hal | bike lane with a vanity
license plate that read, Be Secure.
Ironically, when | asked the driver
why they were bl ocking the bike
| ane, they began to shout
obscenities at nme. Equally ironic

is that Google Maps satellite
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I mgery shows a car parked in the
same | ocati on.

About the Gty Hall bike
| ane, | commend you, Chairperson
Young, and your team for acting
quickly to introduce this bil
before the summer recess. But |'m
concerned about what happens if the
bill isn't passed by Council before
PennDOT conpletes the work. WII
we | ose our opportunity to inprove
our city's infrastructure? | urge
you and the Committee to report out
250649 and 250718 as soon as
possi bl e.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you for your conment.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and begin with your
comrent .

M5. DORN. H . M nane
Is Anne Dorn. |'mthe Vice-chair
of the Pastoral Council at

St. Francis de Sales, which is
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| ocated on 47th Street. But |'m
here speaki ng on ny own behal f.
I'"'mhere to cooment on Bill 250712
about the | oading zones.

And |I'mhere to tell you
that there is a big safety problem
on 47th Street, but the | oading
zones aren't going to help it at
all. The problemis pick-up and
drop-off at the school. Mny of
our school famlies live outside
t he nei ghborhood. They drive, drop
their children off at school, then
continue on to work and the streets
are just not set up for that vol une
of traffic.

So every norning, every
afternoon, there's 30, 45 mnutes
where the situation is unsafe for
pedestrians, for children getting
out of the car, for drivers. It's
just a very unsafe situation. And
noving 47th Street to one | ane has

made t he situati on nuch worse.

Page 310

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
09/ 29/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Today we're not here to
really tal k about that, but | think
t he deci sion does need to be
revisited. |It's certainly true
that there have been a nunber of
community nmeetings. The school
itself hosted |I believe two of
them | attended one. | talked to
the traffic engineers, but our
concerns were not taken seriously.

For exanple, we said
peopl e are going -- if you make
47th Street one way, parents are
going to start speeding up the side
streets. And they said, oh no, no,
no, that won't happen. And they
had sone technical explanation for
why it woul dn't happen, but we said
they already cut through these side
streets. Now, of course it's going
to get worse. And naturally it did
get worse. They just went ahead
with their plan.

And really the probl em
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with doing all these neetings in
advance i s when nobody knows what's
goi ng to happen, everybody's | ust
maki ng their guess, everybody's
just forecasting, of course, the
prof essionals are going to go with
their own guess. They're not going
to believe you when you tell them
what you think will happen.

And the situation is now
that we've gone with their plan, we
see what wll happen. It's
happening now. Now, it's a |level-
playing field. The amateurs can
say we can point to the evidence
that now exist. But at this point,
we're told it's too late, we
al ready had those neetings.

So | can tell you now
t hat pick-up and drop-off has
gotten worse, the situation is
unsafe. |I'mnot a traffic
engineer. | can't tell you howto

make a safe plan, but | can tel
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you that the plan that the traffic
engi neers cane up with has not been
saf e.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your comrent.

Is there anyone else in
the chanbers wishing to testify on
these bills today?

MR JOHNSON: | --

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  You
already testified today, correct,
sir?

MR JOHNSON:  |I'm
speaki ng on soneone el se's
behal f --

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  You
can't speak on behal f of anyone
el se. You can speak only on behal f
of yourself. So we will allow you
to speak on your own behal f.

MR, JOHNSON: Thanks.
It'"Il be only 30 seconds.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:

Pl ease state your nane quickly,
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sir. Thank you.

MR. JOHNSON: Jared
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  State
your testinony.

MR. JOHNSON: Yes. I'd
li ke to speak on behal f of support
of Bill No. 250649, City Hall bike
| anes. Al though |I' m di sappoi nt ed
that the bill was passed on, |I'm
hopi ng that you can cone to a
resolution. This bill wll nmake
pedestrians safe, bicyclists safe
and make drivers safe. That's al
| got. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your conment.

Anyone el se wishing to

testify?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, | note for the record

a quorum of the commttee is here
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with nyself as Chair, Council menber
Bass, Counci |l Menber Ahmad,
Counci | menber Harrity. The
Commttee will now enter into a
publ i c neeting.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | nrenber Bass for a notion on
Bill No. 250771

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you, M. Chairman.

| offer an anmendnent to
Bill No. 250771. A copy of the
amendnent has been circulated to
all menbers of the commttee and |
nove that the anmendnent to Bill No.
250771 be adopt ed.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
amendnent of Bill No. 250771 be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w ||

signify by saying aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  The
ayes have it in the opinion of the
Chair. The notion carries and the
amendnment of Bill No. 250771 has
been adopt ed.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | nrenber Bass for a notion on
the anmendnents to Bill No. 250718.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

| offer an amendnent to
Bill No. 250718. A copy of the
amendnment has been circulated to
all menbers of the commttee and |
nmove that the amendnent to Bill No.
250718 be adopt ed.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. It has been noved and

properly seconded that the

Page 316

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
09/ 29/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

amendnent to Bill No. 250718 be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  The
ayes have it in the opinion of the
Chair. The notion carries and the
amendnment of Bill No. 250718 has
been adopt ed.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Bass for a notion on
Bill Nos. 240872, 250575, 250576,
250652, 250653, 250710, 250711,
250712, 250713, 250714, 250715,
250716, 250718 as anended, 250723,
250724, 250725, 250770, 250771 as
amended and 250772.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. Chairman.

| nmove that all bills
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read into the record be reported
fromthis commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
commttee be suspended to permt
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that all bills
read into the record be reported
fromthis commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt
first reading of these bills at the
next session of Council.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Those
opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  The
ayes have it in the opinion of the
Chair. The notion carries and
Bills Nos. 240872, 250575, 250576,
250652, 250653, 250710, 250711,
250712, 250713, 250714, 250715,
250716, 250718 as anended, 250723,
250724, 250725, 250770, 250771 as
anmended and 250772 will be reported
fromthis commttee with a
favorabl e recomendation with a
further request that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt
first reading at the next session
of Council .

Thi s concl udes the
busi ness before the Streets and
Services Commttee. Thank you al
for your attendance today and your
pati ence.

(Conmmittee on Streets
and Servi ces concl uded at

5:35 p.m)
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