Conmittee on Public Property and Public Wrks
05/ 30/ 2025

COUNCIL OF THE A TY OF PH LADELPHI A
COWM TTEE ON PUBLI C PROPERTY

AND PUBLI C WORKS

Room 400, City Hal

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a
Friday, May 30, 2025

10: 00 a. m

PRESENT:

COUNCI LWOVAN QUETCY M LCOZADA, CHAI R
COUNCI LMAN MARK SQUI LLA, VI CE-CHAI R
COUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL
COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER

BILLS: 250483, 250526, 250537, 250538
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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

Wel come to Philadelphia Cty
Council's Commttee on Public
Property and Public Wrks. | now
note that the time has cone.

WIl the derk please
call the roll and take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance,
coul d you please indicate that you
are here by saying present when
your nane is call ed.

THE CLERK: Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

Present.

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Squi l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Present .

THE CLERK:
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Counci | mrenber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present .

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber Harrity.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Young.

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA: |
note for the record that a quorum
of this commttee is present and
this hearing is nowcalled to
order. This is a public hearing on
the Committee of Public Property
and Public Wrks regarding Bil
Nos. 250483, 250526, 250537,
250538.

WIl the derk please
read the titles of the bills on the
agenda for today.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250483, introduced by Council nenber

Kat herine Gl nore R chardson on
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behal f of Council President

Kenyatta Johnson, titled An

ordi nance aut hori zing the

Conmm ssi oner of Public Property, on

behal f of the Gty of Phil adel phia,

to acquire fee sinple title or a

| esser real estate interest in and

to all or a portion of the property

bounded by Cobbs Creek, 75th Street

(extended), Buist Avenue, and 78th

Street and owned by the

Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent

Aut hority, the Phil adel phia Land

Bank, or the Phil adel phi a Housi ng

and Devel opnent Corporation, all

under certain ternms and conditions.
And Bill No. 250526,

I ntroduced by Counci | menber

Kat herine G I nore Richardson on

behal f of Council woman Lozada,

entitled An ordi nance renani ng the

W ssi nom ng Recreation Center to

the "Margaret Tartaglione

Recreation Center" to honor the
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life and | egacy of Margaret "Marge"
Tartaglione, a pioneering public
servant and | eader in
Phi | adel phia's politics.
Bill No. 250537,
i ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Bass,
titled An ordi nance authorizing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property, on
behal f of the Gty of Phil adel phia,
to acquire fee sinple title or a
| esser real estate interest in and
to all or a portion of the
properties known as 4368, 4370,
4372, 4374 Ger mant own Avenue, al
under certain terns and conditions.
And lastly Bill No.
250538, introduced by Council menber
Bass, titled An ordi nance
aut hori zi ng the Conm ssi oner of
Public Property, on behalf of the
City of Phil adel phia, to acquire
fee sinple title or a |lesser real
estate interest in and to all or a

portion of the properties known as
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1911, 1913, 1915, 1917, 1919, 1921,
1923, 1925 and 1927 Cayuga Street,
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

Madam Chair, there's no
other bills on the agenda today.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you. | note for the record
the testinony for Bill No. 250483
was given at |ast week's Public
Property and Public Wrks hearing
and there wll be no one here to
testify on that again today.

WIl the Cerk please
call the first wtness to testify
on Bill No. 250526.

THE CLERK: The w tness
to testify on this bill today is
Susan Sl awson, Comm ssi oner of
Departnent of Parks and Recreation.

(Wtness approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:

Good norning. Thank you for being
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with us today. Please state your
nanme for the record and proceed
wi th your testinony.

COW SSI ONER SLAWSON
Good norning and thank you for
havi ng nme here today. Good
norni ng, Chair Lozada, Vice-Chair
Squilla and nenbers of the
Commttee of Public Property and
Public Wrks. M nane is Susan
Sl awson, Comm ssi oner of
Phi | adel phi a Parks and Recreation
and |"mhere to testify in support
of Bill No. 250526, an ordi nance
renam ng and designating the
property, commonly referred to as
the Wssinom ng Recreation Center
| ocated at 5801 Frankford Avenue as
the Margaret Tartaglione Recreation
Center in the city of Phil adel phi a.

Mar garet, known as Marge
Tartaglione, was born and raised in
Phi | adel phia. Marge and her famly
lived in the Oxford Grcle of
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Nort heast Phil adel phia. In the
1960s she was recruited to serve as
a conm ttee person and was soon
el ected Board | eader for the 62nd
War d.

She was the first
Denocrati c woman to be el ected
citywi de and served nearly four
decades in the Philadel phia Gty
Comm ssion's office, nostly as
Chai rperson, the |ongest tenure of
any Conmi ssioner since the office
was fornmed in the 1850s. Marge
Tart agl i one oversaw Phi |l adel phi a
City elections and is credited with
hiring and maintaining an effective
team of civil service workers,
I npl enenting conputerized voting
and instituting the policy of
Sunshine neetings in which the Gty
Conmi ssioners are required to
di scuss and vote on matters in
publ i c.

Known for her raspy
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voi ce and sharp wt, Marge
Tartagl i one was regarded as a tough
veteran Ward | eader who was not
afraid to speak her m nd when a
rival crossed her. She would
clearly let them know. \Wile also
openi ng doors for wonen in | oca
politics, she nentored generations
of political |eaders, opened doors
for wonen in public service and
remai ned a steadfast advocate for
nei ghbor hood | evel concerns from
pot hol es to public safety.

She al ways kept her
prom ses. Marge Tartaglione nade
it a point to be of service to the
citizens of Philadel phia. She
shoul d be honored and commenor at ed
for her life of service, which is
why | support renam ng the
W ssi nom ng Recreation Center to
the Margaret Tartaglione Recreation
Center.

The Departnent of Parks
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and Recreation supports this
measure accordingly. |
respectfully request that the Gty
Counci | approve Bill No. 250526,
and | will be happy to answer any
questions that you nmay have.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you. [|'ll begin by saying
that | never had the privilege of
meeting Ms. Marge, but during ny
years in city governnent |'ve heard
from many people, specifically in
the 7th Council District, but nore
so in the Wssinonm ng conmunity
about the inpact that she had, not
just for her neighbors but for her
entire ward.

Her famly has been a
famly of service and a famly that
has al ways been in the political
wor |l d, but nore than just politics
| think that when you talk to
community residents, they talk

about the support and the resources
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that they've been able to connect
people w th.

And so, it is an honor
for me to be able to put a
resolution on the floor or a bil
on the floor that woul d honor her
name and her | egacy and the
contributions that she nmade to the
W ssinonming community as well as to
the 7th Council District. So thank
you so nuch for your support.

| know t hat when |
reached out to you to ask what is
the process and how do we do this
and could we even do this, you
i mredi ately said yes. So thank you
so much for your guidance and your
support on that.

COW SSI ONER SLAWSON
Thank you. She truly was a pioneer
for wonen and for just service, so
|"mgrateful that we have this
opportunity to even put this on the

floor as well.
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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you.

Are there any other
guestions from nenbers of the
conm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you for being with us.

WIIl the derk please
call the next panel who's here to
testify on behalf of this bill.

THE CLERK: No further
panels for this bill, Councilwoman.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
WIl the Cerk please call the
first witness to testify on Bil
No. 250537.

THE CLERK: The next
Witness to testify on this bil
today is Angel Rodriguez, Deputy
Executive Director of Land for the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority.

(Wtness approached
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W t ness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Good norni ng.

MR. RODRI GUEZ: (Good
nor ni ng, Council Chairperson. M
name i s Angel Rodriguez. |'mthe
Deputy Executive Director of
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority. Good norning,
Chai rperson Lozada and nenbers of
the Public Property and Public
Wrks Commttee. |'mhere to
testify in favor of Bill 250537 and
Bill 250538, which would authorize
t he Commi ssioner of Public Property
to acquire land in the 8th
Councilmanic District | ocated on
1900 bl ock of Cayuga and 4300 bl ock
of Cayuga -- 4300 bl ock of
Ger mant owmn Avenue fromthe
Redevel opnment Aut hority.

This bill has been in
the works for over two years in

col | aboration wth Council menber
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Bass and the N cetown comunity for
the Nicetown Sports Courts to
devel op Phase 1, which is the west
side of the devel opnent that has a
sports court which is a basket bal
court, soccer court, pickleball.
Al so, the Water Departnent wll be
installing a stormiat er managenent
system This will position
Ni cetown to be ready for the FIFA
Wrld Cup activity here in the city
of Phil adel phia in preparation for
2026. | thank you for the
opportunity to testify on behalf of
these bills and I'm happy to answer
any questions.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony.

Are there any questions
frommenbers of this commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next

witness to testify on behal f of
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this bill.

THE CLERK: No further
testinonies for this bill, Madam
Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you. WII the derk please
call the first panel to testify on
Bill No. 250538.

THE CLERK: My
apol ogi es, Counci |l woman. The
testinony for Angel Rodriguez
applies to both '537 and ' 538.

That wll be the end of testinonies
t oday.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Seeing none, we will now transition
to public conment.

WIIl the derk please
call any nenbers of the public
present to comment on any of the
bills being heard today.

THE CLERK: There are no
speakers on the public comrent |i st

t oday, Madam Chair.
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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you. This concludes the
public hearing and we will now go
into the public neeting to consider
the action to be taken on the bills
before this commttee today.

WIl the derk please
call the roll of attendance of
nmenbers. Menbers that are present,
pl ease acknow edge that you are
present when your nanme is call ed.

THE CLERK: Madam Chai r

Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Present.

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Squi l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Present .

THE CLERK:
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Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Harrity.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Young.

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you. | would note for the
record that a quorum of this
commttee is present.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Squilla for a notion
on Bill No. 250483.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
250483 be reported fromthis
commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be

suspended as to permt the first
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reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LCQZADA: It
has been noved, and properly
seconded that Bill No. 250483 be
reported fromthis conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

Al'l those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
The ayes have it and the notion
carri es.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Squilla for a notion

on Bill No. 250526.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| offer an anmendnent to
Bill No. 250526. A copy of the
amendnent has been circulated to
all menbers of the commttee.
nove that the anmendnent to Bill No.
250526 be adopt ed.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gaut hi er
seconds the notion. It has been
noved and properly seconded t hat
the amendnent to Bill No. 250526 be
approved.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:

The ayes have it and the anmendnent
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to Bill No. 250526 has been
approved.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Squilla for a notion
on Bill No. 250526 as anended.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
250526 as anended be reported from
this commttee with a favorable
recommend and further nove that the
rul es of Council be suspended as to
permt the first reading of this
bill at the next session of
Counci I .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA: It
has been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 250526 as
amended be reported fromthis
conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be

suspended to permt first reading
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of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

Al'l those in favor of
the notion signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
The ayes have it and the notion
carri es.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Squilla for a notion
on Bill No. 250537.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| offer an amendnent to
Bill No. 250537. A copy of the
amendnent has been circulated to
all menbers of the commttee.
nove that the anendnent to Bill No.
250537 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
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The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er
seconds the notion. It has been
noved and properly seconded t hat

t he amendnent to Bill No. 250537 be
approved.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
The ayes have it and the anmendnent
to Bill No. 250537 has been
approved.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Mark Squilla for a
nmotion on Bill No. 250537 as
amended.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| nmove that Bill No.

250537 as anended be reported from
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this conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt the first
reading of this bill at the next
session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LCOZADA: It
has been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 250537 as
anended be reported fromthis
commttee wwth a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
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The ayes have it and the notion
carri es.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Squilla for a notion
on Bill No. 250538.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| offer an amendnent to
Bill No. 250538. A copy of the
amendnent has been circulated to
all menbers of the commttee.
nove that the amendnent to Bill No.
250538 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:

The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er
seconds the notion. |t has been
noved and properly seconded t hat

t he amendnent to Bill No. 250538 be
approved.

Al'l those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
The ayes have it and the anmendnent
to Bill No. 250538 has been
approved.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Squilla for a notion
on Bill No. 250538 as anended.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No
250538 as anended be reported from
this conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt the first
reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LCOZADA: It
has been noved and properly

seconded that Bill No. 250538 as
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anended be reported fromthis
conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci I .

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
The ayes have it and the notion
carri es.

There are no further
guestions fromnenbers of this
comm ttee or witnesses to testify.
Thi s concl udes the business before
the Committee on Public Property
and Public Wrks. Thank you all

for being with us today. Have a
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good day.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Great job.

(Conmittee on Public
Property and Public Wrks concl uded
10: 18 a. m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evi dence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographi c notes taken by
nme in the foregoing matter, and that this is a

correct transcript of the sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public
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