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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Good
nmorning. This hearing is called to
order. Menbers and guests, please
take your seats.

Madam Cl erk, please cal
the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance wl |
pl ease i ndicate that you are
present. And this is the Commttee
on Rules to hear Bill Nos. 240241,
240242 and 240336.

Madam C er k

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Squi |l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Present.
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THE CLERK: Chair Bass.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Present .

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Jones.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Thones.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you. A quorum of the Commttee is
present and the hearing is now
called to order. And this is the
public hearing of the Commttee on
Rul es regarding Bill Nos. 240241,
240242 and 240336.

Madam Cl erk, wll you
pl ease read the title of the bill

THE CLERK: Bill No.
240241, anendi ng Section 14-704 of
The Phi |l adel phia Code, entitled

"“Open Space and Natural Resources,"
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by changing the applicability of
steep sl ope protection requirenents
for certain streamrestoration
activities, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

Bill No. 240242, anendi ng
Section 14-500 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled "Overlay Zoning

Districts,” by anmendi ng Section
14-524, entitled "/FDO, Fourth
District Overlay Districts,"” to
establish use regul ations on
medi cal facilities, all under
certain terns and conditions.

And Bill No. 240336,
amending Title 14 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Zoning

and Pl anning," by adding
definitions; and creating a new
Chestnut H Il Lower East /NCO in
the area generally bounded by the
SEPTA Chestnut H Il Eastline,
CresheimVal l ey Drive, Gernantown

Avenue, W nston Road, Morel and

Avenue, Devon Street, Ardleigh
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Street, and Springfield Avenue,
under certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, Madam Cl erk. Before we begin,
| want to announce for the record
that Bill No. 240242 is being held
at the request of the sponsor.

Madam Cl erk, please cal
the first panel we have to testify
this norning on Bill No. 240241.

THE CLERK: Paul a Brunbel ow
Burns, Director of Legislation,

Phi | adel phia Gty Pl anning
Conmi ssi on.

(Wtness approached Wt ness
table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
norni ng. Pl ease state your name
for the record and proceed.

M5. BRUVBELOW BURNS:. Good
nor ni ng, nmenbers of the Rul es
Commttee. | am Paul a Brunbel ow
Burns, Director of Legislation for
the Phil adel phia Cty Pl anning

Commi ssion. | amhere to testify
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on Bill No. 240241 introduced into
Cty Council on April 4, 2024 by
Counci | mrenber Jones, Jr.

Bill No. 240241 anends the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Code by
amendi ng Section 14-704 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Open
Space and Natural Resources," by
changi ng the applicability of steep
sl opes protection requirenments for
certain streamrestoration
activities. This bill wll
stream ine the review of stream
restoration projects in the steep
sl ope protection area by creating
an exception for projects that have
been revi ewed and approved by the
Pennsyl vani a Departnent of
Environnental Protection to protect
agai nst erosion and do not increase
| nper vi ous cover age.

It will elimnate
redundancies in permtting and
advance environnental goals related

to stream and wat ershed protection.
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Devel opnent projects wthin the
protection areas wll be subject to
review. The Phil adelphia Cty

Pl anni ng Conm ssi on consi dered Bil
No. 240241 at its public neeting on
April 18, 2024 and recomrended the
bill for approval. [|'ll be happy
to answer any questions at this
time.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you very much for your testinony.

Any questions fromthe
panel ?

Chair recogni zes
Counci | woman Kathy G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch,
Madam Chai r .

Very qui ck question. |
just wanted to ensure that this
bill wll only be related to the
streamrestoration projects and it
woul d not increase any of the

i npervi ous coverage at all?
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Because sonetines you know t here
are cases that we've had where
there's been conflict relative to
the DEP decisions as it relates to
the overall planning of the
Di strict Council person as an
exanple. And | just want to nake
sure that | nention that and that
that's okay.

MS. BRUMBELOW BURNS:  Yes.
And when we were drafting this bill
along with the Water Depart nent
Stormmater Unit, that was a
specific thing where we have seen
sone of the situations in the past
and it was how to put forward a
solid streamrestoration program
that will prevent flooding but
wi t hout causing side effects into
t he nei ghborhood. So it was
sonet hi ng we were very cogni zant of
wor ki ng on.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. | figured that

with the I evel of specificity
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that's here. | just wanted to put
that on the record because | know
in the past we have had sone issues
where we were in conflict, but |
think wth the specificity here it
covers what we're seeking to
address. Okay. Thank you.

M5. BRUMBELOW BURNS:  Yes,
we used one particular case as an
exanpl e that you had been invol ved
on.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Under st ood.

Okay. Thank you, Madam

Chair.

M5. BRUMBELOW BURNS: Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you. Okay. |If there are no other

questions from nenbers of the
Comm ttee, thank you very much for
your testinony.

And is there anyone el se
here to testify on Bill 240241

whose nane has not been call ed?

Page 9

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Rul es
05/ 21/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Al
right. Seeing none, | want to
t hank you for your participation on
this bill. Thank you very nuch.

Can we have the Cerk
pl ease call the first panel we have
to testify this norning on Bill No.
240336.

THE CLERK: Paul a Brunbel ow
Burns, Director of Legislation of
Phi | adel phia Gty Pl anning
Comm ssi on.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you very much. Pl ease state your
nanme for the record and proceed.

MS. BRUMBELOW BURNS: | am
Paul a Brunbel ow Burns, Director of
Legi sl ation for the Phil adel phi a
Gty Planning Conm ssion. |'mhere
to testify on Bill No. 240336
i ntroduced into City Council on
April 25, 2024 by Council nenber
Bass.

Bill No. 240336 anmends the
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Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Code by
creating a new Nei ghborhood
Conservation Overlay, known as the
Chestnut H Il Lower East NCO It
is in an area bounded by the SEPTA
Chestnut Hi Il Eastline, Cresheim
Val |l ey Drive, Gernmantown Avenue,
W nston Road, Morel and Avenue,
Devon Street, Ardleigh Street and
Springfield Avenue in the Chestnut
Hi || Nei ghborhood of the Upper
Nor t hwest Pl anning District.
Additionally, it creates
definitions of a Dormer and a
Mansard roof that are used within
the NCO. This bill wll create an
NCO t hat regul at es RSA- 3,
Resi dential Single-Attached,
properties in a small portion of
t he nei ghborhood and will apply
zoni ng and design requirenents to
resi denti al nei ghbor hoods.
The primary objective of
t he proposed NCO, as stated by the

nom nators, is to safeguard the
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exi sting wal kabl e and aesthetic
character of the 100 bl ocks of East
Mermai d Lane and East Morel and
Avenue, a key aspect of the

nei ghborhood's identity. The
addi ti onal zoning regul ations are
related to buil ding setbacks,
bui | di ng hei ght and nmassi ng,
par ki ng and roof decks.

The design standards wil |
address habitabl e roons on the
ground floor, screening of utility
meters, HVAC equi pnent, refuse
Encl osures, exterior materials and
| andscapi ng of front yards. The
design standards will be applied
during the building permt review

There are five criteria for
an area to becone an NCO. And
whil e the applicant neets four of
the criteria, it does not neet that
t he NCO nust possess a consi stent
architectural character as a result
of a concentration of residential

bui |l dings of simlar character or a
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continuity established by an
overal I plan.

The residential buildings
lining the north side of East
Mermai d Lane were built between
roughly 1850 and 1876. They are
nostly detached, with large lots
befitting the sem -rural nature of
this section of the City in the
1800s. By contrast the residential
bui | di ngs to the northwest of
Mermai d Lane were nostly built
after 1900 as streets were platted.
They denonstrate the greater
density of formthat was typical of
devel opnent in outlying
nei ghborhoods in the early 20th
century.

The institutional and
i ndustrial buildings to the south
of Mermaid Lane are entirely
unrelated in both formand function
to either era of residentia
devel opnent on the north side of

Mernmai d Lane. G ven these are
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three disparate historical

devel opnent context and resulting
buil ding fornms, PCPC s staff do not
beli eve that they provided
docunentation sufficiently
denonstrati ng consi st ent
architectural character

The staff recommendati on
for this bill was not for approval
as it does not neet all of the NCO
criteria within the Zoni ng Code.
The Phil adel phia City Pl anning
Conmm ssion considered Bill No.
240336 at its public neeting on My
16, 2024 and reconnended the bil
for an additional 45-day review so
t he nei ghborhood can neet with the
|arger RCOw thin the area. 1'l]I
be happy to answer any questions at
this tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you because | have sone questions.
So the first that | want to clarify
i's my understanding that just today

after we had sone conversati ons
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with Gty Planning, that that
45-day hol d was going to be
removed?

M5. BRUVBELOW BURNS: |t
cannot be renoved -- it can only be
renmoved as early as June 6th when
t he Pl anni ng Comm ssi on next neets
and they would vote on it.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Ri ght.
But --

M5. BRUMBELOW BURNS: It is
our inpression it is going to be
on -- should be on the agenda.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  But
that is the agreenent, is that at
your June 6th neeting that we are
going to lift that 45-day hold at
that neeting. And therefore, we,
Cty Council, will be able to pass
this bill before the end of this
| egi sl ative session?

M5. BRUVBELOW BURNS: |
woul d | ove to say yes, but it's the
Pl anni ng Comm ssi on nenbers that

vote and we are only staff --
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Under st ood.

MS. BRUMBELOW BURNS: - -
but we are | ooking to put it back
on the agenda so they could vote.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Ri ght.
But your recommendation -- | want
to just be clear. Your
recommendation is for the renoval
of the 45-day hold, correct?

M5. BRUMBELOW BURNS: [|If we
put it back on the agenda, yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.
Al right. So that is what you're
going to be recommending to the
voti ng menbers?

MS. BRUMBELOW BURNS:  Yes.
W will still recommend no but al so
to renove the 45-day.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.
Al right.

M5. BRUVBELOW BURNS:

Thank you. [|I'msorry, just to
clarify that.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  No,
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that's okay because we want to be
absolutely clear as to what we're
doi ng here. And we understand the
Pl anni ng Comm ssion's no on this
matter. Listen, we hear you, but
we very nuch vigorously di sagree
with you. And that's okay.

| as the bill's sponsor
certainly intend to nove this bill
al ong and vote it out of Commttee
today with a favorable
recommendation. But first, we need
to hear fromthe rest of our
W t nesses.

Is there anyone else --
Counci | woman, did you have a
guesti on?

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  No.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.
| do want to recogni ze the presence
of Counci | woman Jam e Gaut hi er.

Any questions?

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: No.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.

Page 17

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Rul es
05/ 21/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Al right. And seeing no
ot her questions fromthe panel,
t hank you very nuch for your
testinony today.

M5. BRUMBELOW BURNS: Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Madam
Clerk, can we have you call the
next panel .

THE CLERK: Cel este
Har dester, Cam |l e Pel uso and
Dougl as Marti nson.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

M5. HARDESTER  Good
nor ni ng.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
norni ng. How are you?

M5. HARDESTER |'mj ust
fine. Thank you. How are you?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Very
well. Please state your nane for
the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

MS. HARDI STER: |'m Cel este
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Hardester. | amthe Devel opnent
Revi ew Coordi nator for the Chestnut
Hi Il Community Association, one of
the RCOs in Chestnut Hill, and they
requested that | nmake the foll ow ng
statenment: The CHCA prefers that
Nei ghbor hood Conservation Overl ays
in Chestnut H Il are reviewed by
its Zoning Review Committee, which
is staffed by professionals and is
used for all RCO zoning reviews.
This comm ttee has not reviewed the
East Mermaid NCO.  Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:. Thank
you for your testinony.

Hel |l o. Pl ease state your
nanme for the record and proceed.

M5. PELUSO I'mCamlle
Peluso. |'man architect and a
resident of Chestnut Hi Il for 30
years. | amalso an el ected
Director of the Chestnut Hill
Community Association as well as
bei ng on their Land Use, Pl anning

and Zoning Conm ttee.
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| have two things to say.
One is as a nenber of the Community
Associ ation, Director of the
Communi ty Associ ation, this NCO has
never been put before the Community
Associ ation so there should be no
conversation about it because we
never tal ked about it at our board
neet i ngs.

Secondly, we'd like to just
state that in due respect to
M. lan Haggerty, he is an
environnmental City planner and we
have our team-- witing our NCO
we have a historical architect who
hel ped put together our brochures
and all our information. And we
believe that with our thorough
phot ogr aphi ¢ survey included in our
report, it's evidence of a
consi stent architectural character
and these architectural characters
i ncl ude and what she nentioned, so
our goal here is to pronote a

vi sual harnony in our nei ghborhood
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and to preserve our comunity
because we have a | ot of val uable
properties conmng up and we want to
make sure that we keep the quality
of our village | ook to our
Community Association. And that's
why we've gone through three years
of working on this, and we

appreci ate any support you can give
us. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you very much. Thank you for your
testinony.

Pl ease state your nane for
the record and proceed.

MR. MARTINSON: My nane is

Dougl as Martinson. |'m a nei ghbor
on Mermaid Lane. |'mhere in
support of the NCO | think

fundanental |y the conpl ai nt that
the Comm ttee has from Chest nut

H Il is fundanentally wong. They
have the dates wong. The houses
are built and they noved to the

date of 1900 and beyond. They're
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not just in the early 1800s.

| think the presentation
t hat was done by our el ected group
was very thorough and consi st ent
wi th what was necessary for this
NCO and we are trying very hard to
keep the character of the
nei ghbor hood and to try to have a
consi stent feel of a nore
nei ghbor hood feel versus nore
i ndustrial or large scale
bui l dings. So we want to have
things that are nore consi stent
with what's currently there. So
t hank you for your support.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Absol utely. Thank you. Thank you
for being here today. Good
nor ni ng.

MR. BADSTUBNER: Good
nor ni ng, Council nenbers. M nane
Is Mark Badstubner. This is ny son
Joel. Thank you for allow ng him
to be here today to see this. W

are long-termresidents of Mermaid
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Lane, a very near neighbor. W
have been in our location for 22
years.

Just to give you a sense of
perspective, the hone that we |ive
in has been in our famly since his
gr andf at her was his age and was an
[talian immgrant. And the Italian
immgrants who -- they were
stonemasons and built a | ot of
Chestnut Hill.

| say that because while |
know t hat devel opnent is al ways
i nevitable and | understand that.
| think that there is sonething to
be said about aesthetic and
responsi bl e devel opment. All that
I would ask for is to not
destroy -- all | want to do is to
preserve the character of the
nei ghbor hood, and whether that's
how many houses that is. | think
you can -- if you wal k through
Chestnut HilIl, you'll see a |lot of

W ssahi ckon schist. You'll see --
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which is kind of cool because ny
wife's relatives put that there.

So | just want to say that
| amin support of the NCO and |
think it's inportant to keep the
character of nei ghborhoods, not
just in Chestnut HIl, although
that's very close to ny heart but
the City as well. So thank you
very nmuch. | appreciate your tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Wel |,

t hank you for being here. W could
not agree nore, the character
absolutely matters.

Joel, did you have
sonet hing you wanted to add to
t hat ?

MR. J. BADSTUBNER: No.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: kay.
Well, thank you for being here
t oday.

MR. BADSTUBNER: Thank you.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
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nor ni ng.

MR. CASERI O Good norni ng,
Rules Conmittee. |'m Robert
Caserio. | live on Mermaid Lane.
|'"ve been a resident there for 30
years. | want to see Chestnut Hill
preserved as a unique part of the
city wwth a character of its own
and a character that should be
available in the future to anyone
who is a resident there as well as
to all of us who've been there for
along tine. So this is not nerely
a self-centered business.

| have been perpl exed about
rules that don't seemto be in play
as they should be and, that is, as
| understand it an NCO does not
have to be approved or even
initiated by an RCO  And what
perpl exed ne at the nost recent
neeting was that RCO nenbers were
there objecting to our plan because
it hadn't been reviewed by the RCO

And this bew | ders ne because RCO

Page 25

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Rul es
05/ 21/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

nmenbers were at a comunity neeting
on February 8th and did not tell us
that they needed to review t he NCO
before we could proceed. So | hope
you wi Il keep that in mnd. Thank
you very much

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:. Wl |,
t hank you for bringing that to our
attention. That's sonething that
we should | ook into as we're just
trying to nake sure that all of
these things go snoothly. And so,
that's sonething that we can
definitely have sone conversation
about in the future try to figure
out how to m nimze any sort of
confusi on around what's happeni ng,
who reviews, who's at the table,
all those kinds of things. So
thank you for bringing that to our
attenti on.

MR. CASERI G Thank you.

MR. MEGAREE: (Good norni ng.
My name is Steve Megargee. | live

on East Mermaid Lane. And a | ot of
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us are tal king about the review, no
revi ew needed by the RCO for the
NCO. According to what | saw in
the Zoom neeting | ast week for the
Pl anni ng Comm ssi on, the Pl anning
Conmmi ssion attorney stated that
"RCO review is not required for an
NCO " for what that is worth.

And then the other thing
about the RCO and their, |'Il cal
it, representation of the
community, they are the Chesnut
H Il Community Association, I'ma
33-year nenber of the Community
Associ ation. They never asked ne
what | thought, so | don't know who
they're representing.

And then what | have to say
I"'mgoing to go a little bit off of
procedural script here. Can | see
a show of hands of people who have
actually been in Chestnut H I,
everybody? If | could -- no, |I'm
seri ous.

(Rai sed hands.)
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: (Oh,
wel |, everybody.

MR. MEGARGEE: And show of
hands of people who think that it's
ki nd of a nice place.

(Rai sed hands.)

MR. McGARGY: Yeah, that's
why I'msitting here today because
| wanted it to continue to be a
ni ce place for people. |'m going
to be dead | ong after, |ong before,
whenever, |'mgoing to be dead for
a long tine, and the decisions that
are going to be nade here and about
this, they're going to live on.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Absol ut el y.

MR, MEGARGEE: M friend in
the furry cap is going to be paying
the price for the decisions that
are made about this and that's what
| have to say.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you. And, listen, to address your

poi nt these decisions are |asting
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and they will be in effect for a
very, very long tine. It's
unlikely that they woul d be
changed. And so, we have to be

t houghtful. W have to be very

t houghtful and del i berative about
what we' re doi ng around al

nei ghbor hoods.

And so, listen, everybody
knows Chestnut H Il is a great
place, it's a beautiful place. And
as we work to make nore of our
nei ghbor hood sort of enul ate what
Chestnut Hi Il is and has to offer,
we want to protect what we have
there as well. So thank you for
com ng down today.

MR. MEGARGEE: Absolutely.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: kay.
Next panel.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

M5. WLLIAMS: Hello. M
nane is Anne Wlliams. I|I'ma

l'ifelong resident of Mermai d Lane.
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My famly actually bought their
house at the close of Wrld Var |
and we've enjoyed nmany, nmany
wonderful years and tinmes with
famly and good relationships with
ny neighbors. And it's an old
bl ock. Al the hones are
different, the surroundi ng hones
t hat enjoy nice yards and
opportunities for children to run
and play. | want to preserve that.

| want for future
generations to be able to enjoy the
lifestyle that |I've enjoyed on this
street and just protect this going
forward. Once it's gone, it's
gone. It's hard to bring back and
It just seens to be a new buil ding
culture today where bigger is
better and buil ders are buil ding
fromlot l[ine to lot |ine.

And | just want to protect
t he beauty of our nei ghborhood, the
beauty of our street to keep it

having that snmall town feel that it
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has. It's just so inportant to ne.
And having an NCO that can offer
protection for our hones, for our
nei ghbor hood, it seens that that's
what's available to us and | feel
that we should take this and just
nmove forward with it to give us the
protection and the stability that
we need for today. Thank you very
much, Council woman Bass. |
appreci ate you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Absol utely. Thank you for being
down here and for just expressing
how i nportant it is and the
generations of your famly that
have been inpacted by just the
environnment of Chestnut HIl, so we

want to preserve that. So thank

you.
M5. WLLIAMS: Thank you
very nuch.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Absol ut el y.

Hel l o. Pl ease state your
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nanme - -

M5. STERNER: Good nor ni ng.
I"'mCornelia Sterner and | live on
Mermai d Lane. W noved in about 20
years ago. And when we consi dered
where we wanted to nove in Chestnut
Hll, we had no idea it would end
up being Mermaid Lane. But |
remenber us driving around, wal ki ng
around | ooking at the different
streets in Chestnut Hill and really
| oving what it was.

And | lead with that to say
ny feeling is what happens on one
street affects all the streets
around it, affects the
nei ghbor hoods. And we can see that
in the negative when there is
unchecked devel opnent happeni ng,
whi ch what appears often
externalized costs to the neighbors
where the devel opers may not |ive
i n that nei ghborhood and have nore
of the benefit and the costs go to

t he nei ghbors.
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So we' ve had the Quaker
Meeting House develop their
property directly opposite of ny
husband's and ny house, and it
seened to have been responsi bl e.
It's a beautiful building. | think
it adds value to the nei ghborhood
far beyond just ny husband and I.
So |l think | would like to -- 1'm
supporting the NCO not because it
just benefits ny famly, but I
think it benefits the community as
a whole and it would benefit
anybody | ooking to live in a place
i n Philadel phia. And so, | hope
that this goes through in the way
that we're hoping for. Thank you
very much.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you very much. Thank you for being
here for your testinony. And |['m
gl ad that you chose Chestnut Hill.
So thank you for being here.

Pl ease state your nane for

the record and proceed.
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MR, JACOBSON: Hi. M nane
Is Christopher Jacobson. |'ve
lived on Mermaid Lane for about 30
years. |'ma great fan of Mernmaid
Lane. |I'malso a great fan of
Phi | adel phia. And | think one of
Phi | adel phia's greatest assets is
the fact that throughout the city
in every different community there
are pockets of architecture that
are intact buildings that have the
hi story of Philadel phia wit |arge.

You can go and you can
stand in places and you can say, |
can see the Revol utionary War, |
can see inmmgration, | can see
patterns of popul ati on changes.
Al of those things | think are
incredibly inmportant to this city
because | think it's unique to this
city as big cities go. You can't
do this in quite the sane way in
New York or Boston, et cetera.

But | also think that this

is under threat in this city, not
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by devel opnent, per se, but by
devel opers who cone in and have no
sense of responsibility for what
they're noving into, no sense of
commtnent to this. They're there
for profit. They're there for al
sorts of reasons which are fine,
but in the process things are
getting | ost.

| support this NCO | wsh
it wasn't necessary. | wi sh we
didn't have to do such things
because I w sh devel opers woul d
come in wth their own sense of
responsibility but that's not
happening. So | support this. And
| just want to finish by saying I
find it somewhat ironic that the
Chestnut Hi Il Conmunity Associ ation
has any objection to this since it
itself right now wth other
comuni ty organi zations in the
process of creating an overlay for
t he Germant own Business District to

do precisely what we're doing,
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trying to preserve what nakes
Chestnut H |l special, not to get
rid of devel opnment, not to be

NI MBYs, but to preserve sonething
for the future which once it's

| ost, as people have said it's

| ost, and Phil adel phia loses little
bits and pieces every tine this
happens. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Wl |,

t hank you for being here. And,
listen, overlays can be really good
things. The nore the nerrier.

Ri ght, Paul a? Paul a says
yeah.

kay. |Is there anyone el se
who is here to testify for this
bill whose nane has not been
cal | ed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.
I"'msorry. Wre there any
qguestions by nmenbers of this
Comm ttee?

(No response.)
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Al
right. Hearing none, this
concludes the public hearing. W
will now go into a public neeting
shortly to consider the action to
be taken on the bills before this
Conm ttee today.

Thank you for your
patience. W'Il now go into a
public neeting. And the Chair
recogni zes Council man Mark Squilla
for a notion on Bill No. 240241.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, Madam Chair.

I nove that Bill No. 240241
be reported fromthis Conmttee
with a favorabl e recomendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended and submt the
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: The
Chair notes for the record that

Counci | mrenber Kathy G | nore
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Ri chardson seconds the noti on.
It's been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 240241 be
reported fromthis Conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt the
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

Al'l of those in favor of
this nmotion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Does
anyone oppose?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  The
ayes have it and the notion
carries.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Squilla for a notion
on Bill No. 240336.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, Madam Chai r.

I nove that Bill No. 240336
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be reported fromthis Commttee
wth a favorabl e recomendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci | be suspended as to submt
the first reading of this bill at

t he next session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:. The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | mrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion. And
it's been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 240336 be
reported fromthis Conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt the
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

Al'l of those in favor of
this nmotion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Does

anyone oppose?
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(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  The
ayes have it and the notion
carries.

And if there are no
addi tional remarks, this concl udes
the business of this Commttee on
Rul es today. Again, | want to
announce for the record that Bil
No. 240242 is being held at the
request of the sponsor. Thank you
all very much for your attendance.
Thank you, everyone.

(Committee on Rul es

concluded at 11:46 a.m)
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