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COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Good norning, everyone. Wlcone to
Phi | adel phia Gty Council's
Committee on Public Health and
Human Services. | now note that
t he hour has cone.
M. Sham woul d you
pl ease call the roll.
THE CLERK: Chair Ahnmad.
COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:

Present.

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

Present.

Page 2

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Health & Hunan Servi ces

05/ 16/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Present.

THE CLERK:

Counci | mrenber Landau.

COUNCI L\WOVAN LANDAU:
Present.

THE CLERK:

Counci | mrenber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Present.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD: |
note for the record that a quorum
of this Conmittee is present. The
entire Committee is present. Thank
you. And this hearing is called to
or der.

This is a continuation
of the public hearing of the
Commi ttee on Public Health and
Human Servi ces consi dering
testinmony on Bill No. 2502183.

M. Sham woul d you
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pl ease read the title of the bill
THE CLERK: Bill No.
250213, anendi ng Section 9-633, of
The Phi |l adel phi a Code, entitled
“Sel f-El ectroni c Snoki ng Devi ces
and Unapproved Nicotine Delivery

Products,"” to update definitions
and to provide for additional
penal ties, enforcenent and
conpl i ance options, all under
certain terns and conditions.
COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  The
Clerk will please call the first
witness to testify on this bill.
THE CLERK: Ben Hartung,
Public Policy Advisor of the
Phi | adel phi a Department of Public
Heal t h.
(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)
COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Good norning. Please state your

nanme for the record and proceed

wi th your testinony.
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MR, HARTUNG  Good
nor ni ng, Chair Ahmad, Vice-Chair
Lozada, nenbers of the Committee on
Public Health and Human Servi ces.
My nane is Ben Hartung. |'ma
Public Policy Advisor with the
Departnment of Public Health.

The Departnent of Public
Heal t h supports the Vape-Free
Futures Act, Bill No. 250213, as
proposed to be anended today. And
we t hank Council nenber Ahmad for
her work on this inportant issue.
And |I''m happy to take any questions
you may have.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMVAD:  Any
of ny col | eagues have any
questions?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Seei ng none, thank you for your
testi nony.

Clerk, call any other

Wi t nesses on our panel to testify
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on this bill.

THE CLERK: There are no
nore witnesses to testify on Bill.
No. 250213, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Heari ng none, now we wil |
transition to our public coments
session. Please note that the tine
limt for each speaker is two
m nut es.

M. Sham would you
pl ease call the first speaker for
public comrent.

THE CLERK: Margarita
Col | ado.

M5. COLLADO (Spanish
transl ation).

| NTERPRETER. My first
thing is that | want to say thank
you and good norning to all of you.
| thank you for giving our
community the opportunity to
express ourselves and to al so share

sone things that we are concerned
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about .

W are as a comunity
supportive of the Gty organizing
itself. But we as a bodega
community would |ike to raise sone
i ssues about the budget and al so
the agreenent. And we would |ike
the opportunity for ourselves to
organi ze ourselves. So |
understand that your research m ght
be based on sone |like scientific
data, but | would like it to be
based on real-world information
fromthe field, because we are
finding that the fines are too
hi gh.

W would |Iike to get
t oget her and be cooperating wth
you so that decisions can be made
that are nore cohesive. | know
that your research is based on
Tenpl e University research. |
woul d like to know if the study

popul ation is of young people or
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ol der people.

So if you're studying
young peopl e that are ol der than
18, by |law they can use what they
want. So if you're studying a
popul ati on between 50 and 70 years
old, they need to | ook into whether
they were using cigarettes or
tobacco or if it's sone kind of
envi ronnment al exposure. | hope
that you will take into account our
concerns and the things that we've
menti oned when meki ng this budget,
and that all of our concerns can
al so be taken into consideration
when you' re passing this
| egi sl ati on.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you. The tinme has -- we gave
extra tinme, so thank you very nuch
for your testinony.

M5. COLLADO  Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  The

Clerk will please call the next
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W t ness.

THE CLERK: Del finas
Ari as.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you. Please state your nane
and stay within the two m nutes
because we started late so | want
to be respectful of everybody's
tinme.

| NTERPRETER:  The
wi t ness speaks English, and | wll
be supporting her if needed.

COUNCI LVWOVAN  AHVAD:
Excell ent. Thank you so nuch.

M5. ARIAS. H . Good
norning. It's a pleasure to be
here and speak for all of us as a
community at the Dom nican G ocery
Association. Qur concern is that
we think that -- ny nane is
Del phina Arias. And as a worker,

as a Dom nican Grocery Associ ation,
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we not agree with the bill because
since the beginning it was a | ot of
stuff that goes |ike against us,

especially the fine is one of them

Because you nentioned it
in the other neeting that you guys
was going to take it to the
hi ghest, and that's sonethi ng that
| don't understand because you guys
have the third party that nakes the
fines. And if they nmake the fines
wi t hout going to the stores, what's
going to happen to us if you guys
approve the bill with the fines so
hi gh?

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: So
just to be clear, no one wll be
fined if you card your custoners
and don't sell to mnors, end of
story. So you will have to pay
nothing if you follow the | aw.

M5. ARIAS: Yeah. But
my question is like Ms. Quetcy

Lozada said earlier, she says that
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the fine wll be with the third
strike. So you guys are going to
clear all the fines are on record
fromall the stores to start from
t he begi nni ng?

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  The
hi ghest fine is at 2,000 after your
third violation, let's be clear.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
She's saying the (inaudible).

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: (o
ahead. Pl ease finish.

MS. ARI AS: Because ny
dad's store get closed for three
days because we got a fine on
record from 2021 and that's ny
concern. Like, if you guys going
to clear up |ike a new account,
that we all going to be with no
fines and records to start fromthe
begi nning. Because if we have --
i ke some of us has fines that's
been fabricated. Imagine like if

you got that on record and you guys
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approved that |aw was going to
happen to us.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Are
you done with your testinony? |Is
that it so we can answer you?

M5. ARIAS. Yeah.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:

Ckay. Thank you. In the interest
of time, | wll just say clearly
again if there are outstanding
fines, they should have been pai d.
So everybody's slate should be

cl ear because everybody shoul d have
paid. |If you have questions, if
there's an appeal process, you're
supposed to appeal the fine.

| f you have not done it,
do it ASAP and then your slate is
clean. So we are operating that
everybody who has old fines should
have cleared them either paid them
or appealed themand there's a
process for that.

And then the next tine
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sonebody conmes and checks you if
you have violated again, that's a
new fine. So just want to be
clear, the onus is on you, your
responsibility to nake sure that
you're follow ng the |aw

And this law is going to
be saying that we are just changing
the | evels of the fine, but the
process is still the sane. You can
appeal them So thank you. And |
want to yield to --

MS. ARIAS: Can | say
one nore thing?

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Yeah. W want to keep it short
pl ease. Sorry.

M5. ARIAS: It's not a
| ot of us that's going to speak.
So you nentioned in the other
nmeetings frombefore and the two
nmeetings that we've been before,
you nentioned the red |ight

violation in it. The second one,
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you said that what you guys did was
put nore light, nore caneras. So
why you guys don't do sonething
like that with us? Instead of
putting the bill so high because
you say you was going to the
maxi mrum | evel , why you guys don't
do try to do sonmething different?
COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: |1t
IS a step process 1, 2, 3, so we've
al ready done that. W hear you.
Thank you for your comments and
we' || take this under advisenent.
So if there's anybody
el se who would Ii ke to speak
please -- | yield the floor to
Counci | mrenber |sai ah Thonas.
COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, Madam Chair. First of
all, I just want to say thank you
for your patience and your
willingness to allow folks to be
able to have this dial ogue back and

forth because | just want to put on
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record that you are being gracious
in the mdst of allow ng the

Wi t nesses to have the exchange back
and forth.

And | also want to
commend you and explain to
everybody that's here that you
created a tiered process. So |I'm
listening to people talk about how
much the fines are. And based on
the anmendnents that |'mreading
that |'m hoping that we pass out
today, it says first offense wl|
be $500, second offense will be
$1,000 and third offense will be
$2, 000.

| also want to state for
the record that while we are
recommendi ng that people's records
be clear, that's not a decision
that the legislative branch of
governnent can unilaterally nake.
That's going to be up to the

executive branch of governnent
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wor king with those departnents
that's responsible for these funds
to determ ne what clean slate folks
are able to start with and what
happens as it relates to these
fi nes being inplenented.

So thank you, Madam
Chair. | just wanted to let you
know how nmuch we appreciate you
doi ng your due diligence and al so
explain to the collective that the
tier process that fol ks are
essentially requesting is actually
in the legislation. And from ny
under st andi ng, you anended it based
on sone of the concerns that was
communi cat ed based on the people
that's here. Thank you, Madam
Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you, Council menber | sai ah
Thomas, for going on the record
with that. | appreciate that. And

| appreciate that people are paying
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attention to how |l ong we' ve made
this process to have voi ces heard.

Thank you very nuch for
your testinony. |If the Cerk would
call the next w tness please.

M5. ARIAS: Thank you.

THE CLERK: Frank
Franci sco Rosari o.

(Wt ness approached
Wtness table.)

M5. ROSARIO Hell o,
Counci | renbers. How are you?

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Good nor ni ng.

MR ROSARIO It's not
going to be a long testinony. |
just want to say that --

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:

Pl ease state your nane.

MR ROSARIO M nane is
Frank Francisco Rosario. | just
want to say that | am conpletely
open to the idea of working with

City Council. | want to work
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al ongsi de you guys. | want to be
your friends and | want to nake
sure that we nake Phil adel phi a
safer, cleaner and greener city.
That's all. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Excell ent. Thank you so nuch for
your support.

Clerk, would you pl ease
call the next w tness.

THE CLERK: There are
no ot her speakers on the public
coment |ist, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Ckay - -

THE CLERK: Ch, |I'm
sorry.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

MR, BUCHARC Good
nor ni ng.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

Pl ease state your nane and begin

your testinony.
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MR. BUCHARO. Good
norning. My name is Attorney
Joseph Bucharo. Thank you for your
time and thank you for your
courtesies. Rather than public
coment | was wondering if the
board or if the Council had
considered any simlar |egislation
fromother jurisdictions such as
Chi cago, New York, Los Angel es,
et cetera, in forrmulating the
proposed | egi sl ation?

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you for your testinony. W
are taking notes. Thank you very
much. Are you done with your
testi nony?

MR. BUCHARO. And | did
have a second question: Has there
been any consideration as to the
constitutionality of the anpunts of
the fines? It appears that the
fines may be excessive in violation

of the Federal Constitution as well
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as the State Constitution.

COUNCI LWMOVAN AHVAD: W
t hank you for your questions.
Appreciate it. It's on the record.

MR, BUCHARO  Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you.

THE CLERK: There are no
further speakers on the public
comrent |ist, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you. | would |Iike to thank
all of our witnesses for joining us
t oday.

W will nowend this
public hearing and go into the
public neeting. | will note for
the record that a quorum of the
Commttee is present.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Lozada for a notion
on an anendnent to Bill No. 250213.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.
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| offer an amendnent to
Bill No. 250213. A copy of this
amendnent has been circulated to
all menbers of this Commttee. |
nove that the anmendnent to Bill No.
250213 be adopt ed.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: |1t
has been noved and properly
seconded that the anendnent to Bill
No. 250213 be adopt ed.

Al those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: Al
t hose opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:

M. Sham --
COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
The ayes have --
COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  The

ayes have it and M. Sham -- okay,
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yes. So the notion for the
anmendnent passes. And let's see --
sorry.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Lozada for a notion
on Bill No. 250213 as anended.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
250213 as anended be reported from
this conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: |1t
has been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 250213 as
anmended be reported fromthis
commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove

that the rul es of Council be
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suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

And all those in favor
of the nmotion will signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: Al
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  The
ayes have it. So in the opinion of
the Chair, the ayes have it. The
notion carries. Bill No. 250213 as
amended will be reported fromthis
conmttee with a favorable
recommendation with a request that
rul es of Council be suspended to
permt first reading at the next
sessi on of Council.

Thi s concl udes the
busi ness before Conmttee on Public
Heal th and Human Servi ces today.

Thank you very nmuch for your
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at t endance.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you.

(Conmittee on Public
Heal th and Human Servi ces concl uded

at 11:00 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evi dence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographi c notes taken by
nme in the foregoing matter, and that this is a

correct transcript of the sane.

__le_____w_é\_g_gawu

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sanme by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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