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COUNCI L OF THE CITY OF PH LADELPH A
COM TTEE ON RULES

Room 400, City Hall

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Good
norning. This hearing is called to
order. This is the public hearing
of the Commttee on Rul es regarding
Bill No. 250333. Menbers and
guests, please take their seats and
the Clerk wll now take roll.

THE CLERK: Chai r nenber
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Present.

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Squi Il a.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Menber O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:

Present .

THE CLERK: Menber G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Present.

THE CLERK:  Menber
Gaut hi er.
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COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Present .

THE CLERK: Menber Jones.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Menber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: (No
response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: A
guorum of the conmttee is present
and the Cerk will now read the
title of the bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250333, an Ordinance anending Title
14 Zoni ng Code of The Phil adel phi a
Code, Sections 14-409 entitled
"SP-ClV, Gvic, Educational, and
Medi cal ( Speci al Purpose)
District,” and anending Title
14-602 entitled "Use Tables," by
al l owi ng Rel igious Assenbly uses in
certain Special Purpose districts,
all under certain terns and
condi tions.

There are no other bills
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under consi deration today.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, Madam Clerk. And will you now
call the first panel we have to
testify on Bill No. 250333.

THE CLERK: W/ | David
Fecteau, City Pl anner Supervisor
for the Philadel phia Gty Planning
Commi ssion. Pl ease approach the
W t ness tabl e.

(Wtness approached w tness
tabl e.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
nmor ni ng.

MR. FECTEAU. Good nor ni ng,
Chai r nenber Bass, nenbers of the
Rules Commttee. |'m David
Fecteau, Senior Legislative Planner
with the Legislative teamat the
Cty Planning Conmission. |'mhere
to testify on Bill No. 250333,

i ntroduced into Gty Council on
April 10, 2025, by Council menber

Squi |l I a.
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Bill No. 250333 anends
Section 14-602, of The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled "Use Tabl es" by
allow ng religious assenbly uses in
certain special purpose districts.
This bill will add religious
assenbly as an allowed use in the
SP-ClV, (Special Purpose) Cvic,
Medi cal , Educati onal - based zoni ng
district.

This use is currently only
al l onwed by-right in certain
commercial and light industrial
zoning districts. It requires a
speci al exception in residentia
zoning districts where nost
religious institutions are | ocated.
The Conmmi ssion notes that
prohi biting religious uses in the
district creates an inequitable
situation conpared with other civic
uses such that have simlar
i npacts, such as school s,

| ibraries, nmuseuns and hospitals,
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which are allowed in the SP-ClV.
The zoning district is not wdely
mapped and is typically done so
only by request froma property
owner .

The Phil adel phia City
Pl anni ng Conm ssi on consi dered Bil
No. 250333 at its public nmeeting on
April 17, 2025 and recomrends this
bill for approval. | wll be happy
to answer any questions at this
tinme.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you very much for your testinony
t oday.

Are there any questions
fromthe panel ?

Chair recogni zes Council man
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI'LL: o
t hrough in English what this
changes and just explain it to
sonebody who just wal ked in and

doesn't know anyt hi ng about zoni ng
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because | feel like | amright now

MR. FECTEAU. Absol utely,
Counci | mrenber. And | apol ogi ze if
It was a little bit --

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: That's
okay. I'mjust followng. |
actual |y thought you were going to
get closed to it.

MR. FECTEAU. kay. So
this is a zoning district that we
specifically designed during the
| ast adm nistration, specifically
to acconmpdate civic activities,
school s, nedical centers, any pl ace
where people are gathering in a
public space. The |ast
adm ni stration did not want to
I ncl ude churches, nobsques,
synagogues, et cetera, in this
cat egory.

We believe nowthat it's
I nequi table not to do so. W had a
case where we recently wote a

zoning bill for the 7th Council
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District and there was a nosque
called the Al -Agsa Islamc Society,
1500 bl ock of Gernmant own Avenue who
wanted to expand their primary
educational school, and SP-ClV
woul d have been the perfect zoning
district for them But
unfortunately, it would not have
al l owed the nosque, right. There
was the primary reason why the
school was there. So we thought
that was a very strange situation.
It was not equitable, as | said.
And so, we would like to
put this forward. And we asked the
Councilman to introduce it, to
all ow religious assenbly where the
school s, nedical centers,
et cetera, are all owed.
COUNCI LMAN O NEILL: Is
parking an issue in any of this?
MR. FACEAUT: So we did
change -- well, we did bring over,

|l et nme say, the parking
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requi renments from ot her zoning
districts where religious assenbly
is allowed. So this will carry the
sane parking requirenents. |'ve
got witten down here one parking
space for every 10 seats or one

par ki ng space for every 1000 square
feet, whichever is greater, and
requi re those parking requirenments
just |ike churches, npbsques,
synagogues, et cetera require in

ot her zoning districts.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  And
aren't there sonme zoning districts
that all ow churches, nbsques and
don't really have any parking
requi rement other than what the
residential zoning calls for, which
Is often one parking spot?

MR. FACEAUT: Counci | man,
I'd have to check that for you. |
don't have that information in
front of ne.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Ckay.
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That's ny understanding. | know
that's still the case. But as
you're review ng these kind of
things, you may want to look at it.
It was al ways assuned there was
going to be a big parking | ot next
to a church, nosque. But if the
zoning doesn't require it, then
you' ve got sonmething in a
residential district that while
everybody's in favor of it, it
still needs parking. And so, it'l
be hel pful if you would | ook at
that. Thank you. Thanks for the
expl anati on.

MR. FACEAUT: Sure.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, Counci | man.

Any addi tional questions?
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Kathy G | nore Richardson -- no,
okay. Thank you.

Seei ng no additi onal

questions fromthe panel, is there
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anyone el se here to testify on this
bill today?

THE CLERK: There are no
further nanes on our |ist.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.
There are no final further
witnesses. | will ask if there is
anyone el se here in chanbers that
wi shes to testify before the
commttee today?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Seei ng
none, we will now go into our
comm ttee neeting.

WIl the derk please cal
the roll.

THE CLERK: Chair
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Present.

THE CLERK: Menber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER

Present.
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THE CLERK: Menber O Neill.
COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:
Present .
THE CLERK: Menber G| nore
Ri char dson.
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Present.
THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Squi |l | a.
(No response.)
THE CLERK: Menber Thonss.
(No response.)
THE CLERK: Menber Jones.
(No response.)
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Ckay.
| now note for the record that a
quorum of the commttee is present.
The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | renber Kathy G | nore.
Ri chardson for a notion on the
amendnent to Bill No. 250333.
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you, Madam
Chair.
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I nove that Bill No. 250333
be anmended -- one nonent, Madam
Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.
We're going to do that again. |
want to recognize that a quorum of
the coomittee is present.

Chair now recogni zes
Counci | mrenber G I nore Ri chardson
for a notion on Bill No. 250333.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you, Madam
Chair.

I nove that Bill No. 250333
be reported fromthis commttee
with a favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci|l be suspended as to permt
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: It has
been noved and properly seconded

that Bill No. 250333 be reported
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fromthis conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to prevent
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of this
notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Is
t here anyone opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  The
ayes have it and the notion
carries.

And if there are no
addi tional remarks fromthe
comm ttee or our guests, this
concl udes the business of the
Comm ttee on Rules today. Thank
you all very nmuch for your
attendance. And Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber |saiah Thomas in

attendance. Thank you very mnuch.
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Madam
Chair.

(Commttee on Rul es

concluded at 9:20 a.m)
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I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evi dence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographi c notes taken by
nme in the foregoing matter, and that this is a

correct transcript of the sane.

}
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TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sanme by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the
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