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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Good norni ng, everyone.

(Good norning.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good norni ng, everyone.

(Good norning.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | note that the hour has
cone and that a quorumof this
Council is present. This Council
session wll now cone to order.

WII all nmenbers take
your seats, all visitors please
retire outside the rails and pl ease
take all sidebar conversations out
of the Council chanmbers. | also
would like to ask all those who are
present to pl ease place your cel
phones to silent or vibrate. Thank
you.

To gi ve our invocation
this norning, the Chair recognizes

Reverend Dr. Marsha Brown Wodard.
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She is the President of the Bapti st
Pastors and M nisters Conference of
Phi | adel phia and Vicinity and
Assi stant Pastor of the
St. Menorial Baptist Church in Bryn
Mawr, Pennsylvania. She is here
today as the guest of Council nmenber
| sai ah Thonas.

| will ask all nenbers
and guests to please rise.

(Counci | menbers, guests
and visitors rise.)

REV. DR BROMAN WOODARD:
Counci | President Johnson,
Counci | menber Thomas, to all the
ot her Council nenbers, let us pray.

Good norning, God. For
the gift of this day, we give you
t hanks. For the dangers both seen
and unseen that you have kept from
us, we are grateful. | cone today,
God, as others have cone before to

ask for guidance for this body of

Page 3

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 30/ 2025

1/ 30/ 25 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
| egi sl ative | eaders, praying that
you will continue to place in them
the desire to work not for their
own glory or for their own
advancenent but to do their work in
such a manner that the people of
Phi | adel phia are bl essed.

God, we live in
chal l enging tinmes, tines |ike none
other. And so, | pray that you
will remind themthat they need to
have courage |i ke Esther and
remenber they have been el ected for
this tine to face the chall enges
that they now will experience and
to make a difference in this age.

| pray that you wll
gi ve them wi sdom and under st andi ng
i ke the sons of |ssachar that they
may be clear of the ways that their
deci sions inpact the lives of
ordi nary people and they will have

the courage to stand with and for
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the | east you know them God, in
ways that | do not.

So |, like others who
have conme before nme, entrust them

into your hands and pray that you

wi Il use themtoday and every day
in ways that will bring you glory
and that indeed will strengthen

this great city that it mght be a
shining light for the world.

We ask it in the nane
that is above all nanes that of
Jesus the Christ. Amen.

(Amen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
Reverend for the invocation.

Council wll be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The next order of
busi ness is the approval of the

Journal of the neeting of Thursday,
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January 23, 2025.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the Journal for the neeting.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Journa
of the neeting of Thursday, January
23, 2025 stand approved.

Al'l those in favor w il
i ndi cate by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
Journal is approved.

The next order of
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busi ness is requests for |eave of
absence. And the Chair recognizes
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,
M. President.

On behal f of the
Majority, a |l eave of absence is
requested for Council menber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
Counci | nrenber. Leave will be
gr ant ed.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.

There are no requests
for | eaves of absence on behal f of
the Mnority.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
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Counci | menber.

The Chair now recogni zes
Majority Leader Gl nore Richardson
for a notion concerning certain
| egi slative matters that may ari se
during the course of today's
session of Council and that were
not |listed on the Cal endar
circulated prior to today's
sessi on.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,
M. President.

| nove that any of the
following matters, if considered
today, may be added to the agenda
for this session of Council and, as
requi red by | aw, subsequently
publ i shed on an anended agenda
after the consideration of those
matters: resolutions authorizing
heari ngs, anmendnents to bills on

first reading, the reconsideration
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of a bill vetoed by or re-called
fromthe Mayor, anendnents to bills
re-called fromthe Myor,
resol uti ons taking substantive
action to be voted on in this
session, a notion to withdraw a
bill or resolution that is not on
the Cal endar and a notion placing a
bill or resolution on or returning
a bill or resolution fromthe
Suspensi on Cal endar that is not
| isted on today's Cal endar.

The purpose of this
notion is to provide the public
Wi th notice concerning possible
actions by Council that arose too
| ate to be included on the Cal endar
that was published prior to today's
sessi on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and

properly seconded that the
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| egi slative matters stated by
Counci | renber G | nore Ri chardson
may be added to the agenda for
today should those nmatters arise
during the course of this session
of Council .

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
notion carri es.

The Chair will dispense
with the regular order of business
to recogni ze the guests and
visitors joining us in chanbers
t hi s norni ng.

On behal f of all nenbers

of Council, | welcone you to our
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Counci| session. W appreciate
your taking the tinme to join us as
we attend to the |egislative
affairs of our great city. W
certainly invite you to cone again.

At this tinme, the Chair
recogni zes Majority Leader G | nore
Ri chardson who will present a
resol ution honoring the African
American Children's Book Project on
the occasion of its 33rd Annual
African Anmerican Children's Book
Fair.

W Il Vanesse LI oyd-
Sganbati and those acconpanyi ng her
pl ease join the Council menber at
t he podium Joi ni ng Counci | nenber
Majority Glnore R chardson wll be
Counci | mrenber Dr. N na Ahnmad,
Counci | mrenber Quetcy Lozada,
Counci | menber Mark Squill a,
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gaut hi er,

Counci | mrenber N col as O Rour ke and
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Counci | mrenber Jeffrey Jay Young.

(Counci | menbers and
guests approached podi um)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so much, Council President, and
t hank you to each of ny coll eagues
who have joined us this norning.

It is certainly ny
hunbl e honor and privilege to again
present the resolution on behalf of
the 33rd Annual African Anmerican
Children's Book Fair here in the
city of Phil adel phia, which wll be
hel d this Saturday, February 1st
from1:00 to 4:00 pm at the
Pennsyl vani a Convention Center.

And for those of you who
have been in chanbers for sone
time, you renenber that my nentor
and former boss Council menber
Bl ondel | Reynol ds Brown faithfully

i ntroduced this resolution every
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single year and I am proud to
continue in that tradition.

And wher eas, books can
change lives, and the African
Anerican Children's Book Fair
provi des a uni que opportunity to
cel ebrate diverse stories that
enlighten, enrich and enpower young
readers. This famly-friendly
event is packed with activities
designed to spark a lifelong | ove
of reading. The African Anerican
Children's Book Project is
dedi cated to devel opi ng and
encour agi ng young people to expand
their horizons through literature.

And whereas, the African
Anmerican Children's Book Project,
whi ch was founded in 1992, by
Vanesse LI oyd-Sganbati -- let's
gi ve her a round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON: The African Anerican
Chil dren's Book Project was created
to pronote and preserve children's
literature witten by and about
Bl ack Americans. The African
Anmerican Children's Book Fair has
put Phil adel phia on the map as a
literary destination for children's
books. Book |overs travel from
around the country to cone and
experi ence the Phil adel phia
literary magic. |In fact, the
African American Children's Book
Fair is a significant event in the
literary history of the United
St at es and,

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Whereas, the work of the African
American Children's Book Project is
I n response to nunerous studies
that show that children who read
out side of their normal schoo

coursework tend to excel in other
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aspects of their lives. The
African American Children's Book
Proj ect enphasizes in their
prograns for children preschool to
young adult the inportance of
provi di ng access and choi ce of what
they read. The African Anerican
Chil dren's Book Project pronotes
out si de readi ng by expoundi ng the
sel ection of books that students
gain access to. Adults who
attended as children now bring
their children. They credit
exposure to a book received at the
book fair for helping themlearn
Bl ack Anmerican history; and

Whereas, the African
American Children's Book Fair is
one of the ol dest and | argest
si ngl e-day events for African
American children's books in the
country, with an average yearly

attendance of nore than 3, 500. It
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Is a true book fair that brings
nati onal award-w nning authors and
illustrators for children PreK to
young adult to Phil adel phia. These
presenters are Anerican Library
Associ ation and New York Tines
best-selling authors and
illustrators. They are the stars
of the book industry who have
produced sone of the best books for
our generation and,

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
And whereas, rich or poor no one
| eaves enpty- handed as books
t hensel ves are placed at the |evel
where they are nore affordable.
The | egendary literacy role gives
away free-of-charge posters,
bookmar kers, postcards and resource
information on literary trends.
Their educators book gi veaway
program al |l ows teachers and

librarians to receive free books of
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our guest presenters to use in the
classroomor libraries; and

Wher eas, Vanesse LI oyd-
Sganbati, the founder of the
Literary Media and Publi shing
Consul tants, a publishing relations
marketing firmthat specializes in
publishing with a focus on Bl ack
books, she knows the art of the
pitch. For over 30 years, the firm
has served as a literary consul t ant
to authors, illustrators,
consuners, librarians, book
sel l ers, educators, publishers and
corporate entities interested in
literacy. The literary is known in
the industry as the go-to firmto
produce award-w nning publicity and
mar ket i ng canpai gns for Bl ack
books. She is one of only 10 Bl ack
literary publicity professionals
that works with all of the major

publ i shers. The organi zation's
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virtual events have attracted a
gl obal audience. 1In addition to
her career, Vanesse Ll oyd- Sganbat i
is also a native to Phil adel phi a.
Her education al so includes a
degree from Tenpl e University
Honors program where she is a
graduat e cum | aude and;

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Whereas, the premer of eight new
books will take place at the event,
this exciting feature is joined by
a host of opportunities to neet and
speak with renowned aut hors and
illustrators, the |ikes of whom
appear on national bestsellers and
literary honorees. |In total, 35
nationally known literary creators
will be present at this event and;

Whereas, to kick off
Bl ack History Month the African
American Children's Book Project

honors people in the conmunity who
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open the pages of books and keep
the literary flanmes ablaze not only
i n Phil adel phia but al so across the
country and;

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Wer eas, the AACBP s year-round
initiatives enphasi ze the
transformative power of books and
literacy through book fairs and
book signi ngs, workshops to
encour age engagenent with
literature, | Read To See M,
author-illustrator virtual and
i nschool visits, guidance for
famlies on building hone
i braries, advocacy canpaigns to
pronote Bl ack American children's
literature globally, resources and
trends to support youth literature
for parents, educators and
librarians. Black history is seen
t hrough the | ens of Bl ack

children's picture books and;
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Wereas, Steven Briggs
iIs a coomunity devel opnent
prof essional with over 30 years of
di versified experience in the
financial services industry. He
was born and raised in
Phi | adel phia. M. Briggs is a
Vi ce-president within the
Phi | ant hropy and Communi ty | npact
group at Wells Fargo. In this
capacity, he manages the strategic
al l ocation of Wells Fargo's
phi | ant hropi ¢ resources in
Pennsyl vania and Del aware. He is
an active nmenber of Phil adel phi a-
and Del awar e- based nonprofit boards
and advi sory comm ttees that
I ncl udes the regional foundation
Reach Ri versi de Devel opnent
Cor poration and Phil adel phia LISC
and,
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

Wher eas, Janmar Nicholas is an
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award-w nning arti st and educat or,
born and raised in Philadel phia and
froman early age strived to becone
a cartoonist. He has taught and
| ectured on the topic of comcs
creation at numerous institutions,
dedi cating his career to enpowering
young people to create their own
cartoons and com cs. H s books are
publ i shed by Schol asti c Books, an
I nternational publisher of
children's books. M. N cholas was
al so honored with the Dwayne
McDuffie Award for diversity and
GLYPH Comi cs Award for best witer
of 2018 and;

Wher eas, Jamar N chol as
was also a witer and colummist for
DRAW Magazi ne, the howto source
for com c book and animation
pr of essi onal s, and was a host of
t he COM C BOOK DI NER Podcast

focusing on the business of comcs.
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He currently is the producer and
co-host of PENCIL TO PENCIL, a
podcast on the busi ness of
creativity. A mainstay of the
cartooning world, Jamar al so hol ds
a Board seat in the Nationa
Cartooni st Society as well as
serving as Chapter Chair for
Phi | adel phi a and;

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Wher eas, Jam | ah Thonpki ns- Bi gel ow,
M S. Ed, is a Phil adel phi a-based
educator and children's book
author. A curriculumwiter and
former English teacher, she has
educated children and teens in
traditional and alternative
| earning settings for 15 years.
Her picture books and short stories
whi ch feature young Bl ack and
Musl i m characters have been
recogni zed as the best in

children's literature by TIME
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magazi ne, Read Across Anerica, and
NPR and;

\Wer eas, she is
publ i shed by four of the |argest
publishers in the world, Harry N.
Abr ans; Random House; HarperCol lins
and Si non and Schuster's Sal aam
Reeds. Founded in 2016, Sal aam
Reeds is an inprint that cel ebrates
joy, vibrancy and a variety in
stories of Muslinms lives. These
books are w dely popul ar across the
United States and,

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Whereas, the free 2025 African
Anmerican Children's Book Fair wll
take place on Saturday, February 1,
2025 live in person at the
Pennsyl vani a Convention Center from
1:00 p.m to 4:00 p.m and;

Wher eas, Council has no
doubt that this year's iteration of

the book fair will exceed al
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expectations inspired by its
hi story of excellence. W
encourage all of our Gty's
residents, young and old alike, to
di scover for the first tine or once
again the wonders to be found in
t he pages of a good book; now,
therefore, be it

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Resol ved, by the
Council of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, that we hereby honor
the African American Children's
Book Project on the occasion of its
33rd Annual African American
Children's Book Fair.

Further resol ved, that
Engrossed copies of this resolution
be presented to the African
Anerican Children's Book Project
further evidencing the sincere
respect of this |egislative body.

Thank you very, very much

Page 24

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 30/ 2025

1/ 30/ 25 - STATED - PRESENTATI ONS

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Vanesse LI oyd-Sganbati for remarks.

MS. LLOYD- SGAMBATI :
Thank you, Council President
Kenyatta Johnson and Kat heri ne
G I nore Richardson who conti nues
the tradition started by forner
Counci | renber Bl ondel | Reynol ds
Brown to kickoff Black History
Mont h by honoring those who nake
contributions to the literary fiber
of this city.

And also, | wanted to
acknow edge, lest | forget because
| don't want the Sandman to cone
after nme fromthe Apollo, | wanted
to acknow edge how grateful we are
at the African Arerican Children's
Book Fair of Council man Johnson,
Kat herine G | nore Ri chardson,
Counci | mrenbers Ant hony Philli ps,

Curtis Jones, Councilwonen G ndy
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Bass, Jam e Gauthi er, Kendra Brooks
and Jeffrey Young whose financi al
support has enabled the African
Anerican Children's Book Fair to
of fer our children sonething that
is taken for granted in schools
t hroughout this country, the
opportunity to nmeet the stars of
the children's book world, the
opportunity to neet soneone who
| ooks |i ke thensel ves and the
opportunity to have access to books
that are encouragi ng, enpowering
and enlightening, and of course the
opportunity to dispel the nyth that
Bl ack peopl e do not read and do not
buy books.

| can spend hours
tal king about attenpts to silence
t hese voices, but I've chosen to
spotlight in these brief nmonents on
t he wonderful things happening in

the world of publishing. At the
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book fair this year, the Anerican
Li brary Associ ati on announced on
Monday its 2025 best book w nners.

This is all the books
that were published for children in
2024. Five of those people will be
i n Phil adel phia. Four of the 2025
NAACP | mage Award noni nees w |l be
i n Phil adel phia, and of course
peopl e be trying to get on the New
York Times |ist and our children
get to neet those folks. In fact,
t he woman who's No. 6 on the New
York Times Best Children's Book
will be in Philadel phia.

Al'l of these honors and
lists is an indication that Bl ack
stories are being read by the
overall book community. There are
nore books than ever before being
produced about Bl ack people. Last
year here in Council | introduced

you to the Ice Cream Man, who was
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the richest Black man in
Phi | adel phia in the 1800s.

And | est we forget, Mae
Reeves who owned a hat shop on
South Street. She was the first
Bl ack woman to own a hat shop on
South Street and she used to go to
Paris in New York to buy the things
t hat she needed for her hats in the
"40s. So this year we're not going
to di sappoi nt the audi ence.

Janmes Earl| Jones,
there's a book called, Ode to
G apefruit. [It's about how he was
a stutterer. There's also Mnique
Duncan who tal ks about how the
wonen in slavery used to braid
stories in their head to rem nd
people that there was a way out of
that and it taught them how to
follow a path to freedom

And the participants who

are comng this year come from al
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corners of the earth because

Phi | adel phia is on the map as a
destination for literacy. |In fact,
Wkipedia listed in their listing
of children's books from 1700 to
present, the African Anericans
founding in 1992.

And of course sone
honmegrown tal ent, you m ght know
this nanme, you m ght know sonebody
that knows this person, Dawn
Chavous, whose second book has
recei ved high acclainm Stacey
Wodson and the two people who are
in back of me, Jamar Ni chol as and
Jam | ah Thonpki ns- Bi gel ow.

| went to the -- this
book fair started in 1992 and |
went to the Regency Roomin John
Wananmaker. And | said, girl, they
gone but you're going to still be
here. So | want to rem nd people

how i nportant the work that we are
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doing, it is not just about a book.
It's about show ng kids, young boys
when they read a book that they can
be the hero in the story, young
girls when they read a book, that
their stories are powerful. A
little girl who wants to study
bal |l et and she doesn't look |ike a
bal l erina, there's a book for her.

And so, I'mgoing to
close ny remarks by letting -- |
know we' re not supposed to do this
but you know I [ike breaking rules.
Each person who's being honored is
going to say one sentence why it's
I mportant to read Bl ack books.
Come on y'all, step up, hurry up.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Briefly.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER
kay. Bl ack books are very
critical to our young people to

open up a |l ot of doors that we nay
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have thought were walls at one
poi nt .

MS. LLOYD SGAMBATI :
kay. One sentence.

MS. THOMPKI NS- BI GELOW
Good norning --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON: Excuse ne, excuse --

MS. THOWPKI NS- BI GELOW
-- Bl ack books --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Excuse ne, excuse ne,
just real quick. So we know what
author is comng up to the
m crophone. Yeah, go ahead.

MS. THOWPKI NS- BI GELOW
Al right. |'mJamlah Thonpkins-
Bigelow. | want to say Bl ack books
matter because no matter what
anyone tells you, our stories are
foundational to the fabric of this
nati on.

MR. BRI GGS: Good
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nor ni ng, Steven Briggs. And Bl ack
books are inportant because
representation is inportant.

MS. LLOYD- SGAMBATI :
Preserve a | egacy and buy a Bl ack
book.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Vanesse, for
bei ng consistent on addressing the
I ssue of literacy and academ c
excel l ence. Let's give her another
round of appl ause everyone.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council w1l be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: At this tinme, the Chair
recogni zes Majority Leader
Counci | nrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Richard -- whoa, whoa, whoa.

The next order of
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busi ness is conmuni cations. The
Chair requests that the Sergeant-
at-Arnms deliver the nmessages from
the Mayor to the Chief derk.

WIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the nessages fromthe
Mayor and any ot her communi cati ons
i n her possession.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nenbers of the
Council of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, | amsubmtting
herewith for the consideration of
your Honorabl e body the foll ow ng
proposed ordi nance: An ordi nance
repealing -- I'msorry, no, no. M
apol ogi es.

An ordi nance aut hori zi ng
t he Conm ssi oner of Public
Property, on behalf of the Cty, to
acquire fromthe Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a a perpetual right and

easenent on, over and across a
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certain tract of land at the
i ntersection of Southanpton Road
and Roosevelt Boul evard for roadway
and rel ated i nprovenents, under
certain ternms and conditions; and

An ordi nance aut hori zi ng
t he Commi ssi oner of Public Property
and the Streets Conm Sssioner, on
behal f of the Gty, to own and
mai ntain a bridge to be constructed
by the Pennsyl vani a Departnent of
Transportation, PennDOT, to carry
Byberry Road over certain railroad
tracks between Evans Street and
Wort hi ngt on Road, and pl aci ng said
bridge carrying Byberry Road on the
Cty Plan pursuant to the terns of
an agreenent between the Gty and
PennDOT, all under certain terns
and condi tions; and

An ordi nance aut hori zi ng
the opening of a right-of-way to

the public on I and near the
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i ntersection of the southeasterly
side of Bath Street and

sout hwesterly side of Victoria
Streets, all being | and owned by
the City.

Counci | President, there
are no further comrunications from
t he Mayor.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch. The
messages fromthe Mayor will be
printed in the Journal.

The next order of
busi ness is introduction of bills
and resol utions.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

Happy early Bl ack
Hi story Month. | have two
privileged resolutions for

i ntroducti on today.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief derk
pl ease read the titles of the
privileged resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring the
Juvenile Law Center on its 50th
Anni versary.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring the
Ofice of Cean and Geen for their
exceptional contributions toward a
cl eaner, greener Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes

Page 36

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 30/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

1/ 30/ 25 - STATED - I NTRO. OF BILLS
Majority Leader G | nore Richardson.

COUNCI LMOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you agai n,
Counci | President.

Today | offer two
privil eged resolutions, one of
which is on behal f of Council nenber
Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the
privileged resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution authori zing
the Commttee on Licenses and
I nspections and the Conmttee on
Public Safety to hold hearings on
enf orcenent agai nst drug
par aphernalia stores.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be

pl aced on today's Final Passage
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Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring the
life and | egacy of Sid Booker, a
Phi | adel phi a busi nessman and
community icon who |eft an
i ndelible mark on North
Phi | adel phi a and beyond.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Good norning, Council President.

Today | have three bills
and one non-privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the

bills.
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CH EF CLERK: An

or di nance anendi ng Section 14-303

of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled

" Common Procedures and

Requi renents,” by authorizing the
Zoni ng Board of Adjustnent to
condition zoni ng approval upon
provi si on of affordabl e housing,
under certain terns and conditions.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.
CH EF CLERK: And an
or di nance anendi ng Section 14-604
of The Phil adel phi a Code
("Accessory Uses and Structures")
to nodify certain restrictions with
respect to accessory dwelling
units, and maki ng conform ng
techni cal changes, all under

certain terns and conditi ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm tt ee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
or di nance anendi ng Subcode "A" (The
Phi | adel phia Adm ni strative Code)
of Title 4 of The Phil adel phi a Code
(The Buil ding, Construction and
Cccupancy Code), by defining
af f or dabl e housi ng projects and
establ i shing specific application
and permtting procedures for such
projects, all under certain terns
and condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Conm ssi oner of
Public Property to execute and

deliver to the Phil adel phia
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Redevel opment Authority deeds
conveying fee sinple title to 719
South 51st Street, 1124 South 56th
Street and 1218 North 41st Street
in the Third Council manic District
of the Gty of Philadel phia, and
further authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent
Authority to transfer to the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank fee sinple
title to such properties pursuant
to Section 16-405 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at the
next session of Council.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber |sai ah Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President. Good

nor ni ng, coll eagues. Good norni ng
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to the listening public.

Not hi ng t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President.

Not hi ng today, sir.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Good norning, Council President,
col | eagues.

| have two bills for
i ntroducti on today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

WIl the Chief Cerk

pl ease read the titles of the
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bills.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 9-800 of
The Phi |l adel phia Code, entitled

"Landl ord and Tenant," to establish
requi renments related to security
deposits for residential rentals
and establishing renedies for
violations, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final -- this
bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 9-800 of
The Phi |l adel phia Code, entitled

“Landl ord and Tenant," to establish
requi renments related to fees
charged by | andl ords to individuals
applying for residential tenancy,

all under certain terns and
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condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conmi ttee.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

| don't have nothing
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

Today | offer one
privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief Cerk

pl ease read the title of the
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privileged resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Patricia R ley, SEPTA' s first
femal e conductor.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Council President, | have no bills
and resolution today, and | also
woul d Ii ke to be narked as aye on
all bills and resolutions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch
WI 1l be duly noted.

Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

Good norning, Council President.
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Good norni ng, coll eagues.

| have two privileged
resol uti ons today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WII the Chief Qderk
pl ease read the titles of the two
privileged resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
the rise of cardiovascul ar di sease
as the world' s | eadi ng cause of
death and disability and supporting
the recognition of February 2025 as
Anerican Heart Month.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring
January as National Poverty in

Aneri ca Awar eness Month and
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recogni zi ng the severe conditions
of poverty that many Americans
experi ence day-t o-day.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Fi nal Passage
Cal endar .

Chai r recogni zes
Counci | menber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, Council President.

| have one
non-privil eged resol uti on al ongsi de
our coll eague Counci |l menber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WII the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the
non-privil eged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol ution decl aring
2025 as the Year of Cooperatives in

Phi | adel phia and calling on the
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City of Phil adel phia to explore al
options to support the devel opnent
and resilience of |ocal cooperative
busi nesses.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at the
next session of Council.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Good norning, M. President.

| have one bill and one
privileged resolution today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the bill
and resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance aut hori zi ng the opening

of a right-of-way to public |Iand
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near the intersection of the

sout heasterly side of Bath Street
and the southwesterly side of
Victoria Streets, being | and owned
by the Cty.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conmi ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authorizing
the Coomittee on Technol ogy and
I nformati on Services to hold
heari ngs regardi ng the operation of
Phi | adel phia 311 non-energency
hotline and its engagenent with
Cty departnents.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes

Counci | mrember O Nei l |l .
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COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:
Thank you, M. President.

| have no bills or
resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer three bills.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WII the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the
bills.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in
the vicinity of 1525 South 9th
Street, Phil adel phia, PA 19147,
under certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm tt ee.
CH EF CLERK: And an
or di nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in
the vicinity of 2049 East Hagert
Street, Phil adel phia, PA 19125,
under certain terns and conditions.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comi ttee.
CH EF CLERK: And an
or di nance aut hori zi ng vari ous
encroachments in the vicinity of
1625 South 2nd Street,
Phi | adel phia, PA 19148, under
certain terns and conditions.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate

comm ttee.
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The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

| have one privileged
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
January 29th, 2025 as the Lunar New
Year in celebrating the cultura
and historical significance of
Phi | adel phi a's Asian Anerican and
Paci fic |slander communiti es.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The next is reports from
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comrittees. Being that there are
no reports fromconmttees today,
we will now go to the consideration
of the Cal endar.

The next order of
busi ness is the consideration of
the Cal endar. The Chair recognizes
Majority Leader G | nore Richardson
for the purpose of calling up bills
and resol utions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endar s.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,

M. President.

The following bills and
resol utions are being called up
fromthe Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars Today: Nos.
250014, 250018, 250019, 250021
250027, 250029 and 240817.

The followng bills and

resol uti ons on the Cal endar are
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bei ng hel d: 241097, 241144,
250022, 250030, 240427, 240304-A
and 240665.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you. Before
considering these bills and
resolutions, we wll consider
public coment as follows: Your
public coment nust concern matters
on the Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars for possible
action at today's Council session.

Al'l speakers nust sign
up in order to testify. If you
have not already signed up for
today' s session, please do so now
by giving your nane to Ms. Colia
Adans to ny left outside the rails
of the chanmbers. Once you have
signed up, you will be called in
the order in which your nane
appears on the sign-up sheet.

Under i dea
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ci rcunstances, public conments each
will have three mnutes to speak.
However, this tinme limt may vary
from session-to-session. Today the
time [imt wll be three m nutes.
In order to be fair to all those

wi shing to speak, | intend to hold
faithfully to the three-m nute
limt.

When you begi n speaki ng,
you will see a green light on the
podium \When there are 30 seconds
remaining to your tinme, the |ight
will turn yellow which is your
rem nder to pl ease concl ude your
remarks. Once three m nutes have
passed, the light will turn red and
the Sergeant-at-Arns wl |
di sconnect the m crophone. At that
poi nt, please yield the podiumto
t he next speaker if you have not
done so already. | also reserve

the right pursuant to our rul es of
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Council to limt repetitious
comments on the sanme subj ect
matter.

|l will now ask the Chi ef
Clerk to please read the nane of
our first speaker.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Kate Perez. My Reverend
Dr. Mchelle Si mons, Ml col m
Musgrove and Vi ncent Schi avone al so
make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

M5. PEREZ: |'m Kate
Perez. And Israeli forces shot and
killed a 2-year-old, Laila
Al -Khati b, after a sniper shot her
in the head during a famly dinner
in the West Bank this week.
Fam lies trapped by mlitary
checkpoi nts and unl awful borders
for years were finally able to

return to the north of Gaza.
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Fi ndi ng rubbl e and
weapons made in the U S, it's
possi bl e that many of them have
cone fromthis state. Roads where
peopl e had to wal k barefoot for
hours were torn up by Israeli
bul | dozers and U. S. -nade bonb
remmants. Day & Zi mrer nann bei ng
the primary supplier of the top
three nost used nmunitions by the
Israeli arny, it's likely that
these were sold in our city.

| condemm Trunp for
inviting the internationally wanted
war crimnal Netanyahu back to the
U.S. for a neeting on Tuesday or
our shanmeful Congress will stand on
their feet to give himanother
standi ng ovation for his genoci de.
In a country ripe with the housing
crisis and desperate for debt
relief, Trunp's first acts as

Presi dent have been to pardon the
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people who tried to stormthe
Capitol, lift sanctions on viol ent
settlers in the West Bank and

real | ow 2, 000- pound bonbs to be
sent to Israel.

The Mark 84 can forma
crater 50 feet wide and 36 feet
deep with a lethal fragnmentation to
a radius of 400 feet. GCeneral
Dynam cs, just |ike Day & Zi nmer man
in our city, continues to sel
weapons to an apartheid occupation
that indiscrimnately drops bonbs
on refugee canps and hospitals.

Dr. Hussam Abu Safiya is
still being held hostage in the Sde
Teiman torture canp by an occupyi ng
state we continue to partner with
no matter how many ki ndergartens
t hey bonb, humans they starve or
host ages they torture. W should
have cut ties with the apartheid

state years ago. Just like the
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United States has broken every
treaty with Native Anericans, the
Cccupation viol ates every ceasefire
agreenent they make, dropping white
phosphorus on Lebanon and sniping a
15-year-old boy hours after the
ceasefire and then shooting at his
father as he tried to grab the
body.

Trunp, his son-in-Iaw,
Israeli politicians and Keller
Wl lianms see a humanitarian
di saster and call Gaza a potenti al
beachfront property. He passes
laws to allow for the detainnent of
I mm grants at detention centers
t hat have histories of human
trafficking, sexual abuse and
forced hysterecton es.

| CE is raiding our hones
and our busi nesses w t hout
war rants, hol di ng Areri cans host age

for hours while using | anguage to
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dehumani ze imm grants, calling them
illegal, calling themaliens while
announci ng a 30, 000 person
concentration canp at Guant anano
Bay, then floating the idea of
deporting American citizens to be
mai ntained in a foreign land for a
very small fee.

He's al so naki ng a point
to deport anti-Israel students,
which is weird that he didn't put
Anerica first. W need an arns
enbargo. We have to fight against
Nazis. Fuck ICE. Free Pal estine.

CH EF CLERK: Reverend
Dr. Mchelle Sinmons, Ml colm
Musgrove, Vincent Schi avone and
Jereny Bl atstein.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Dr. Simmons, just before

you start, | just want to ask for
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all those participating in public
comment and those who are
participating in this Council
session, please remain a |evel of
decorum regardi ng | anguage. W
wel cone all comments as it relates
to public comment, but please
refrain fromany words of -- watch
your | anguage. That's all.

Peri od.

Dr. Simmons, please
begi n.

REV. DR SIMMONS: (ood
norni ng, everyone. Thanks for this
opportunity. |'m Reverend
Dr. Mchelle Sinmmons, the founder
of Why Not Prosper. For the |ast
23 years |'ve been working
tirelessly to support fornerly
I ncarcerated wonen in our
comuni ty.

Today | stand before you

with a nessage of progress, urgency
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and partnership. Three years ago
in 2022 Why Not Prosper al ongside
of the SWAG t eam conducted a
participatory action study called
Breaking Al Racial Barriers. This
was a yearlong effort where we
interviewed justice partners,
community orgs, incarcerated and
formerly incarcerated individuals.
We al so engaged in court watch and
prof essional interviews and held
focus groups along with surveys to
understand the issues contributing
to the racial disparities in our
prison system

Thr ough our research, we
di scovered that one of the key
factors contributed to the
overincarceration of Black and
Brown peopl e who nmake up currently
78 percent of the jail population
were policies related to detainers,

vi ol ati ons and the Phil adel phi a
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ri sk assessnent tool.

Once we identified these
critical variables, we took action
by | aunching Strai ght Qut of
Trouble program This initiative
was the design to conbat the raci al
di sparities in our |local prison
system by addressing three nain
areas, supporting people with
det ai ners, hel ping individuals
re-engage wth probation officers
and advocating for early
term nation of probation.

Since its inception,
Strai ght Qut of Troubl e has nade
significant strides. W supported
131 people apply for early
term nation and we al so hel ped 89
peopl e re-engage with their parole
officers. W' ve hel ped hundreds of
peopl e get warrants lifted and get
back on track, finding enploynent

and supporting their famlies and
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maki ng better decisions for the
future.

But despite these
successes, we face significant
chal | enges, a data and policy
deficit. We have worked
relentlessly to understand the
pol i cy-governed detai ners. W
continue to face resistance in our
efforts to obtain the necessary
i nformation fromour justice
partners.

I n Decenber 2024, right
to know request was denied, |eaving
us with no clear understandi ng of
how to nove forward. These
policies and data points are
crucial not only to the progress of
our conmunity but also for the
future of our city. | don't want
to be an adversary, but ny goal is
to build strategies to reduce jail

popul ati on and provi de support.
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Al right. So | seen
that yellow light. | want to thank
our justice partners for submtting
data but we still have a | ot of
work to do, and | ask for your
support in passing a resolution
that will bring the courts to the
table to discuss these policies and
procedure for lifting detainers and
addr essi ng det ai ner issues.
Toget her we can build a systemthat
prioritize equity, accountability
and second chances.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Dr. Sinmons.

Can the | adies of SWAG
just please stand. Thank you for
your hard work on this issue.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  In ny former life, we

would call it the detai ner of
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di psy, but that's a different
conversati on.

Go ahead, sir.

MR. MJUSGROVE: Good
afternoon. M nane is Malcolm
Musgrove. |'mthe Vice-president
of Merakey, and |I'mhere to talk
about two City initiatives, new
initiatives that have started in
the Gty of Philadel phia. They are
Mayor Parker's initiatives. One is
the Wellness Center and one is the
Wel | ness Vil l age.

Both are to conbat the
opi ate epidem c that we are facing
in the city of Philadelphia. It is
taking a holistic approach to
treatnment at both |ocations --
sorry about that. Taking a
hol i stic approach to treatnent at
both | ocations | ooking at not only
t he behavi oral health, which

i ncl udes the nental health and
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subst ance use di sorder, but also

| ooki ng at the physical health, al
the social determ nants of health,
so food insecurities, housing, job
readi ness or vocational prograns to
hel p people on their road to
recovery.

"' m preaching to the
choir. As you know, when you're
recovering if you don't have a
home, your chances of recovery
dimnish. If you are food
I nsecure, your chances of recovery
dimnish. If you are not getting
the proper health care that you
need, your chances of recovery
di m ni sh and incorporating all of
those at both of those |ocations
will help us support and conbat the
opi ate epidem c that we have in the
city of Phil adel phi a.

And we would like to

invite you to cone out to see both
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| ocations, 265 East Lehigh and 7979
State Road. Everyone is welcone to
cone out and see these two
prograns. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: Vi ncent
Schi avone, Jereny Bl atstein and
Kei r Bradford-Gey.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MR SCH AVONE: |'m
Vi nce Schiavone. | amthe CEO of
Caring for Friends. W are an
al | -vol unteer nonprofit that
provides food and friendship to
Phi | adel phi ans and we' ve been doi ng
so for 50 years. W serve
honebound. We've been providing
food -- we serve honebound seni or
years and di sabled with our neals

progr ans.
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Kids and famlies in
need with our conmunity partners,
food cupboard prograns. W serve
al | Phil adel phians. Qur
organi zati on was founded by one
woman, a nother, |ike many of you
who had a deep faith in God and a
dream She believed that no one
shoul d be hungry or alone in a
worl d of caring people, and nany,
tens of thousands of vol unteers,
have been hel ping share their
benefits with all the peopl e of
Phi | adel phia. Phil adel phia is the
poorest of all our large cities.
The nunbers across
Phi | adel phia are particularly bad.
22 percent of people in our city
are still food insecure. W're
doing a lot, but we're not doing
enough. Qur seniors have it
particularly worse. It's up to 28

percent for our seniors who are
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l'iving al one, many of them food
i nsecure, having to choose between
medi ci ne, rent and food, and
everybody here knows how nuch food
has gone up and how difficult it
I'S.

And many of them are
al so di sabl ed. They're not nobile.
They can't shop. They can't cook,
stand to cook. Anybody who has
agi ng parents can appreciate this
as we take care of them It's
really hard. W provide them
frozen neals with our volunteers
all across the city. W're
currently providing that for about
10, 000. There's probably 30,000
nore we need to help and we need to
do nore and better for the
generation before us.

We al so provide food for
kids and famlies in need. All

right. Kids have it really bad.
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30 percent are food insecure. That
nunber i s hi gher anong every
mnority across this city. Al
right. Kids often get their best
nmeal at school, but 80 percent of
them don't get any neals during the
sumrer. Even though we have many
centers we don't have enough. They
do not get neals -- when we have a
hol i day, there's not even a program
for that and there's not enough
afterschool progranms for that.

W work with
or gani zati ons, faith-based
communi ty organi zati ons, many
el ected officials where we know
peopl e call when they are hungry
and al one. And together we can do
sonet hi ng about that. So we
appreciate the tinme to highlight
this exanpl e and ask everybody to
see, we can chip in, provide nore

fundi ng, nore prograns and nore
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peopl e. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Jereny
Bl at stein, Keir Bradford-Gey and
then Lynn Landes.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MR. BLATSTEIN: Hell o,
Cty Council, Council President
Johnson. M nane is Jereny
Blatstein. |'mhere in support of
Bill No. 250014 because we're
tal ki ng about 2025 peopl e.
Housi ng, housi ng, housi ng, housi ng,
housi ng, housi ng, housi ng, housi ng,
housi ng, housi ng, housing, that's
what we're tal king about. But
everyone wants to talk about limts
not how we're building nore supply.

But we're first going to
tal k about the Phil adel phia Land
Bank. Everyone wants to tal k about

the Land Bank so let's do it. How
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do you get land fromthe

Phi | adel phi a Land Bank for Turn the
Key? You go to the Land Bank
website, you find |and that says
it's available. You put together
an application.

What's in the
application? You know, a budget, a
fundi ng source, plans. You hold a
comunity neeting, nmaybe you hold
two community nmeetings. Then the
Land Bank staff qualifies your
application. How |long does that
process take, three to six nonths.
Then what? OCh, yeah, the Land Bank
board votes on the qualified
appl i cati ons.

Then what? It gets
transmtted to Philadelphia Gty
Council. Then what? Technically
any nmenber of Philadel phia Gty
Counci | can introduce the

resolution to nove this land to
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bui I d the houses, but because of
everyone's favorite thing,
counci |l mani ¢ prerogative, only the
District menber does it.

How nmuch noney have you
spent at that point? $20,000. So
we had two nenbers of Bl ack
Squirrel do this process. And then
what happened? Council man Jay
Young decided not to introduce the
resol uti ons, so you have two
African Anmerican devel opers who
spent $20, 000 to build houses that
are not buil di ng houses anynore.

If we're going to solve this

af f ordabl e housing problemin
Phi | adel phi a, we need to get
serious about streamining this
pr ocess.

| hear everyone sayi ng
we're going to cap this, do this,
this. But because of council manic

prerogati ve, each and every one of
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you want to rule district-by-
district. That's not going to
wor k. Straight up, right. Like,
we can't have 10 sets of rules. So
the ADU rul e that Councilwoman
Gaut hi er introduced today,
phenonenal . But we need that on
steroids, right. W need to do
that on every lot in Philadel phia.
It should be legal to build two
units on every single lot in

Phi | adel phi a.

And finally, let's do
it. Raise your hand if you rode
SEPTA in the | ast week. Ch, thank
you. Qur Council peopl e, nmaybe next
week. And oh, yeah, | guess | have
to doit. E-I-g-s-e-s, Eagles. Co
Birds. Thank you. W're going to
the Super Bowl . And, Council man
Johnson, we riding SEPTA soon? Al
right. [I'll reach back out. You

said you'd follow up. Al right.
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Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Jereny.

M5. BRADFORD- GREY: (Good
nmorni ng, Council. M nane is --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Good norning, Keir
Bradford. How are you?

MS. BRADFORD- GREY:
Good.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Great. Pleasure to neet
you. Welcone to City Council

MS. BRADFORD- GREY:
Thank you. It feels so good to be
on this side instead of being in
the hot seat, so this is really
good. But | am here in support of
Bill 250027. And | don't even
think I need three m nutes because
Reverend M chell e did a phenonenal
job really articulating the reasons

why this bill is so inportant.
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| would just |end ny
voice to say this, the best
outcones that we got in our justice
systemis when the community was
i nformed and they were able to work
with their people to get themto
under stand the process of the
system We had phenonenal outcones
that actually increased public
safety.

So | would just
encourage us to continue down that
path. The conmmunity not only is
i nformed but enpowered. The things
that we've been doing together with
Reverend M chel |l e have been goi ng
on since 2015 and she is taking
this by storm and peopl e have
gotten fairer and better outcones
fromthis system

So | want to thank you
so much for giving ne the

opportunity just to speak on this

Page 77

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 30/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

1/ 30/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
resolution today. | think our city
and our conmunities are nmuch better
when we work together in
participation. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Lynn Landes. Then Wanda Wl ker and
Qgbonna Hagi ns.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. LANDES: Cood
nmorning. |'mLynn Landes of
Saf estreetsphilly.org and a
regi stered Republican. | oppose
Resol uti on 250021 that condemms
Presi dent Trunp and his choices for
positions within his
adm ni strati on.

This is a shockingly
iI1l-conceived resolution

considering that we've just energed

Page 78

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 30/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

1/ 30/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
fromfour years of the nightmare
that was the Biden admi nistration
where President Biden was literally
asl eep at the switch for nuch of
that time as he descended into
denentia, a fact that was kept from
the public by his adm nistration

of ficials.

And what was their track
record? Well, there was Dr. Fauc
who turned a nmanageabl e epi dem c
that he, hinself, had caused into a
dyst opi an cat astrophe as he
prescri bed a nedical response that
proved to be a eut hanasia protocol
for thousands.

He al so encouraged the
cl osing down of |life as we know it
in America, urge censorship of
those who didn't agree with him
while coercing mllions of
Anrericans to take an experi nent al

vacci ne whose tragi c consequences
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are still being felt today by
unt ol d nunbers.

Then we have Def ense
Secretary Austin and his w thdrawal
from Af ghani stan, which resulted in
t he nmurder of Anerican soldiers and
citizens as well as the loss of a
mlitary base and $80 billion worth
of equi pnment that is now under the
control of the Taliban.

Wrst of all, there was
a direct attack on our nation's
sovereignty as Secretary of
Honel and Security Mayorkas ai ded
and abetted the invasion of
mllions of illegal inmmgrants from
around the world to cross both our
northern and sout hern borders.

And t hroughout this
tinme, Biden admnistration
officials practiced the art of
identity politics which further

di vi ded our nation as they preached
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the gospel of diversity equity and
i ncl usion, which becane in reality
preferential treatnent for sone,
exclusion for others and
entitlenment for those of the right
race, sexual identity and
disability. 1Isn't it tinme to turn
t he page and give President Trunp
and his new team a chance. Let's
support | aw and order, neritocracy
and conmon sense for a change.
Thank you.

M5. WALKER:  All right,
y'all. Good norning. M nane is
Wanda Wl ker. Good nor ni ng,
beauti ful people.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good nor ni ng.

M5. WALKER: Pl ease be
respectful to everybody that speaks
even if they're Republican |ike
nysel f because we have things to

say and that's the only way we're
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going to cone to a conclusion and a
consensus. So |I'mgoing to talk
about the Land Bank bill and

pi ggyback of f of what Jereny said,
and he's tal ki ng about council manic
prerogative.

| don't necessarily
di sagree with him but | don't
t hi nk taki ng away council manic
prerogati ve altogether would be a
good idea. There's not a week that
goes by that | don't get a phone
cal | about a senior or soneone
| osing their home but nostly
seniors, so | conme here every week
and | tal k about generati onal
weal t h.

There is no house that's
nore affordabl e than the house your
grandnom or granddad was going to
pass on to you. So, yes, we need
af f ordabl e housi ng, and the best

way to get that is to stop
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di spl aci ng people out of their
hones.

So | believe that
seniors after 30 years of paying
taxes and a nortgage shoul d not
have to pay property taxes. You
shoul d not have to be | owincone or
poor to benefit fromany type of
tax program Sinply said, if we
don't charge them property taxes,
they're not losing the generational
weal th that our community
desperately needs to be passed on
so that we have seed noney to work
and | everage to get to the next
| evel .

So pl ease consi der doing
sonething in reference to all the
properties that are going to the
Land Bank and finding a way to put
in a programso those famlies
m ght be able to qualify and get

their homes back. That's pretty

Page 83

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 30/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

1/ 30/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
much it. I'll see you next week.
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: Ogbonna
Hagi ns.

MR HAG NS: Good
norni ng. Ogbonna Hagi ns, fourth
generation chattel slavery
survivor. Good norning, Council.
| rise today not to condemn
President Donald J. Trunp but to
condemn this resolution for his
failure to recognize a historic
nonent for the Anerican Freednen.

This Council seeks to
rebuke the President while ignoring
the fact that he has done what no
ot her President has done. He's
dared to acknow edge that the 14th
Amendnent is exclusively the
progeny of the emanci pated for
gener ati ons.

This msinterpretation

has cost the American Freednen
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community trillions of dollars.
This is not a nonent for
condemmation. This is a nonent of
celebration. |Imagine if the newy
freed slaves had rejected the 13th
Amendnent that was signed by

Presi dent Abraham Li ncol n just
because they thought that he was
raci st. How foolish would that
have been. The only thing that
mattered was that the result was
the end of chattel sl avery.

To ny fell ow
Counci | mrenbers, | ask how many of
you are American Freednen. How
many of you are Anmerican Freednen,
right? Nunmber two, why aren't you
standing up for this historic
announcenment? |s it because Donald
Trunmp is a Republican? Abraham
Li ncoln was a Republican too.

Why i s Council

condemning the first sitting
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President to affirmthe rightfu

i nheritance of Bl ack Anmericans,
American Freednen under the 14th
Amendnent? This resolution does
not serve the people. It serves
political distractions.

The real work is
establishing the office of Freednen
affairs right here in Phil adel phi a,
ensuring that this acknow edgenent
| eads to tangi ble policies that
repair the econom c and structura
damage inflicted on our people. W
must focus on what matters, the
Reconstructi on anendnents, the
Cvil R ghts Act of 1866 and
securing econom c and political
power for the Anerican Freednen,
not DElI, not enpty resolutions, not
parti san distractions.

We nmust focus on what
matters. | restra -- | reject --

let nme say that again. | reject
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this resolution and call for
Council to do the sanme. |It's tine
to stand for the Anmerican Freednen
and seize this nonent for what it
truly is, an enmanci pation nonent, a
recogni ze -- a recognition of what
has been ignored for decades.
Qgbonna Hagi ns, unseated counci
presi dent and President of
Phi | adel phi a Reparations Coalition
for American Freednen. Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: Counci l
President, there are no further
nanmes for public coment.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: Wl |, that concl udes
today's public comment period.

W will now consider the
bills and resolutions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endar s.

WIIl the Cerk please

read the title of Resol ution No.
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250014.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose
of 3862 and 3864 Pennsgrove Street
and 1118 North 39th Street |ocated
in the 3rd Councilmanic District in
accordance with the terns of
Chapter 16-700 of The Phil adel phi a
Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gauthier for a
noti on regardi ng Resol uti on No.
250014.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

| call for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and

properly seconded that Resol ution
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No. 250014 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it, the
notion carries and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

WIl the Cerk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250018.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on anendi ng Resol uti on No.
240834- A, which the Council adopted
on Decenber 19, 2024, entitled
“Proposi ng an anendnent to the
Phi | adel phi a Hone Rule Charter to
provide for the creation of the

Phi | adel phia Prison Community
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Oversight Board and the O fice of
Prison Oversight and providing for
t he subm ssion of the amendnment to
the electors of Philadelphia,” to
make a technical correction.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council will be at ease
for a second.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Thomas for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 250018.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President. And
again, | want to thank my coll eague
Counci | renber O Rourke for his work
on this particular |egislation.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
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properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250018 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it, the
notion carries and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

WIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
2500109.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on authorizing the
Conmm ssi oner of Public Property to
execute and deliver to the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority deeds conveying fee

sinple title to 623R North 55th
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Street, 5110 Harlan Street, 5122-24
Harl an Street, 2715 North Dover
Street, 2715 North Dover Street,
2731 North 29th Street, 2738 West
Silver Street, 2703 West Sterner
Street, 2714 West Sterner Street,
2717 West Sterner Street, 2627 West
Lehi gh Avenue, 2629-31 West Lehigh
Avenue, 2623 West Silver Street,
2726 West Sterner Street, 2705 West
Sterner Street, 2710 West Sterner
Street, 2723 West Sterner Street,
2731 West Sterner Street, 2655 West
Silver Street, 2626 West Silver
Street, 2720 North 28th Street,
2715 West Sterner Street, 2749 \West
Sterner Street, 2733 West Sterner
Street, 2647 West Lehi gh Avenue,
2711 West Sterner Street, 2628 West
Silver Street, 2655 West Sterner
Street, 2820 North Newkirk Street,
2758 North 28th Street, 2719 North
29th Street, 2602 West Sterner
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Street and 2651 West Silver Street
in the 4th Councilmanic District of
the Gty of Phil adel phia and
further authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority to transfer to the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank fee sinple
title to such properties pursuant
to Section 14-405 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | nrenber Jones for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 2500109.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:
Af f or dabl e housi ng, build baby
build. | nove for the adoption.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250019 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of

the notion will signify by saying
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aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it, the
notion carries and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

WIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250021.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on condemi ng Presi dent
Donald J. Trunp for his selection
of underqualified cabinet,
subcabi net and | eader shi p nom nees
to further advance his Project 2025
agenda and undermine the integrity
of Anerican denocracy, equity,
human rights and freedom

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
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Counci | menber Rue Landau for a
notion regardi ng Resol uti on No.
250021.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250021 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL
Nay .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it, the
notion carries and the resol ution

i s adopt ed.
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WIIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250027.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on authorizing the
Comm ttee on Legislative Oversight
to hold a hearing on detainer
policy in the Gty of Philadel phia
and calling on the First Judicial
District of Pennsylvania to provide
an overview of its policies and
practices regardi ng detainer
I ssuance on individuals wth post-
trial probation and parole
sent ences.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Brooks for a notion
regardi ng Resol uti on No. 250027 --
the Chair recognizes Majority
Leader G | nore R chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,
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M. President.

On behal f of
Counci | nrenber Brooks, | nove the
adopti on of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250027 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it, the
notion carries and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Just for a matter of
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busi ness, Deputy Mnority Wip
O Rourke, is the Mnority Leader
excused for an absence for the day
or she just stepped out with all
votes recorded for the day?

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: | f
the appropriate notion is to ask
for a | eave of absence --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  For the day.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: - -
and a vote for aye on all bills as
wel |, yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: That's correct.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It will be duly noted on
her behal f. Thank you, sir.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: WI I the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250029.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on recogni zi ng the
devastati on caused by the wildfires
to the Los Angel es comunity, the
accelerating rate of climte change
and calling on the Gty of
Phi | adel phia to provide the funding
and resources necessary to fully
updat e and i npl enent hunman-
centered climate mtigation and
resilience plans.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chai rman recogni zes
Counci | menber O Rourke for a notion
regardi ng Resol uti on No. 250029.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250029 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it, the
notion carries and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of Bill No. 240817.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance providing for the
subm ssion to the qualified
el ectors of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia the proposal set forth

in a resolution approved by Council
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proposi ng an anendnent to the
Phi | adel phi a Home Rul e Charter
relating to the creation of the
Phi | adel phia Prison Community
Oversi ght Board and authori zing the
appropriate officers to publish
noti ce and to make arrangenents for
the special election, all under
certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill having been
read on two different days, the
guestion now is shall the bill pass
finally.

WIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease call the roll.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | renber Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK
Counci | mrenber Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
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Counci | menber Brooks was aye.
Counci | mrenber Harrity.
COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber O Rour ke.
COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Driscoll.
COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber O Nei l I.
COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | renber Squill a.
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Ahnad.
COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
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Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And,
Counci | President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Aye. The ayes are 16.
The nays are 0. Mjority of all
nmenbers having voted in the
affirmative the bill passes.

W will now consider any
addi ti onal resolutions on today's
Cal endar .

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the first
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution honoring the Juvenile
Law Center on its 50th Anniversary.
I nt roduced by Counci | menber
Philli ps.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
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Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring the

Ofice of dean and Green for their
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exceptional contributions towards a
cl eaner, greener Phil adel phi a.

I nt roduced by Counci | menber
Phillips.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Phillips for a
not i on.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Cl eaner and greener Phil adel phi a.
I nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution authorizing
the Coomittee on Licenses and
| nspections and the Conmttee on
Public Safety to hold hearings on
enf or cenent agai nst drug
par aphernalia stores. Introduced
by Counci | menber G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Majority Glnore Richardson for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci

Pr esi dent .

Page 107

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 30/ 2025

1/ 30/ 25 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

| nove the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring the
life and | egacy of Sid Booker, a

Phi | adel phi a busi nessman and
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community icon who |eft an
i ndelible mark on North
Phi | adel phi a and beyond.
I ntroduced by Council menber G| nore
Ri chardson on behal f of
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair will ask for a
standi ng silent vote.

Counci | rember O Nei l |,
Counci | mrenber O Neill, can you just
join us for a second on this
resol ution please. Can we all
stand for a voice vote on behal f of
the |ate great Sid Booker.

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci
President. On behalf of
Counci | menber Bass and the broader
Phi | adel phia community, | nove for
t he adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

(AI'l Council menbers
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st ood.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Patricia Riley, SEPTA' s first
femal e conductor. Introduced by
Counci | renber Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Young for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and

properly seconded that the
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resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
the rise of cardiovascul ar di sease
as the world's | eadi ng cause of
death and disability and supporting
the recognition of February 2025 as
Anerican Heart Mnth. Introduced
by Counci |l menber Harrity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes

Page 111

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 30/ 2025

1/ 30/ 25 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
Counci | mrenber Harrity for a notion
on the resolution.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Counci| President, as sonebody who
suffers from heart disease, |
bel i eve that we should get it out
there, it's one of the nunmber one
causes of death in our nation. And
whi | e those high nunbers are high
in nmy category, they're actually
even higher for African Anmerican
males. So | would advise that all
of us get tested whenever you can.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring
January as National Poverty in
Anerica Awareness Mnth and
recogni zi ng the severe conditions
of poverty that nmany Anericans
experi ence day-to-day. |Introduced
by Counci | menber Harrity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Harrity for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |

nove for the adoption of the
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resol ution, Council President.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol ution is adopted.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution authori zing
the Commttee on Technol ogy and
I nformation Services to hold

heari ngs regardi ng the operation of
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t he Phil adel phia 311 non-energency
hotline and its engagenent with
Cty departnents. Introduced by
Counci | menber Driscol .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Driscoll for a notion
on the resolution.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution, Council President.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Second -- it has been
noved and properly seconded t hat
the resol ution be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
January 29th, 2025 as the Lunar New
Year and cel ebrating the cul tural
and historical significance of
Phi | adel phia's Asian Anmerican and
Paci fic |Islander communiti es.

I ntroduced by Council nenber Ahmad.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair
ent husi astically acknow edges
Counci | mrenber N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of this resolution.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further
resolutions in ny possession.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That conpl etes our

Cal endar for today.
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Are there any speeches
on behal f of the Mnority?

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, Council President. And
thank you all. Try to keep it
tight, but I am sharing both for
nyself as well as ny Leader. So
["'mgoing to start with her remarks
that she did have prepared for the
wonder ful SWAG conmunity that was
here earlier.

These are the words of
Mnority Leader Kendra Brooks:
Thank you, Council President. |
want to recognize and thank the
Reverend Dr. M chell e Si mons,
founder and CEO of Wiy Not Prosper,
an organi zati on devoted to
sheltering and supporting formerly
i ncarcerated wonen as they

transition to |life outside the
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wal | s.

She al so serves as the
Communi ty Advisory Commttee
Co-chair for the MacArt hur
Foundati on Safety and Justice
Chal | enge, working to reduce
Phi | adel phia's high rate of
i ncarceration and its devastating
I npact on Bl ack and Brown
conmmuni ti es.

Wth the resol ution that
passed today, authorizing a hearing
on the First Judicial Court's use
of detainers, we do hope to shed
light on practice that prevents
people fromrejoining their
famlies and rebuilding their
lives. Also want to acknow edge
the uncertainty and fear that many
people in our city have been
feeling this week.

Wth every headline

about raids or funding cuts, the
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| evel of anxiety goes up and
Phi | adel phi ans are | ooking to us,
their elected | eaders, for answers.
Al'l week constituents have been
reaching out to all of our offices
wi th questions, what wll |CE raids
nmean for ny m xed-status famly,
how wi | | federal funding cuts
I mpact ny rent or ny child s school
or ny nedication? People are
scared and they're | ooking for
| eader shi p.

She wi shes to thank al
of her coll eagues who did join her
in a statenent yesterday commtting
to protect our inm grant
communi ties. The statenent cannot
be it though. That can't be the
end. W need | eadership at every
| evel in order to take on the
threats ainmed at our city right
Now.

As we | earned at | ast
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week' s hearing called by Menber
Landau, our city's |level of
prepar edness for these chall enges
is still an open question to too
many i n Phil adel phia and we share
that. And in the com ng weeks, we
do plan to work with nany of you to
strengt hen protections for our
wor kers, for our immgrants and
LA&BTQ A+ conmunities and the
countl ess Phil adel phi ans who
benefit fromfederally-funded
progr ans.

We cannot stay silent
whil e our comunities are attacked
and Phi | adel phi ans deserve to know
how we plan to neet this nonent.
And with that, she concl uded her
statenents with a thank you.

| want to just share two
things for ny part. | often
hear -- actually |I've heard al

week and share Leader Brooks
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concern about the reports, the
calls, the reach-outs as it relates
to the various raids and ot her
t hi ngs that have been com ng down
fromthis adm nistration.

One thing as an
organi zer | used to share with
folks all the tinme was that the
| ast thing that we do in a
functioni ng denocracy is vote.
There is denocracy that takes place
before voting and there's denocracy
that takes place after we vote.

And | just want to lift
up two things in the spirit of
econom ¢ denocracy, two forns of
econom ¢ denocracy that | think are
worth cel ebrating or acknow edgi ng
today. The first one is with the
resolution that we did lift up
today, the resolution that calls or
decl ares al ongsi de the United

Nations here in the Cty of
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Phi | adel phia the year 2025 is the
Year of Cooperatives, cooperatives.
This resol ution
cel ebrates | ocal worker-owned
co-ops and it's being introduced by
our teamas well with a co-sponsor
Counci | woman Ci ndy Bass, who |
believe is in Washi ngton today, but
al so this resolution was
co-sponsored by Counci | menber
Squilla, Leader Brooks, Leader
G I nore Richardson and many, nmany
nor e.
We are excited to
cel ebrate with them for those that
don't know, the U N. resolution on
Co-op stressed that cooperatives in
their various forns pronote the
full est possible participation in
t he econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent
of local commnities, whose
i ncl usi on strengt hens econom ¢ and

soci al devel opnent and contri butes
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to the eradication of poverty and
hunger .

| believe that this too
i s denocracy, not just voting but
engagi ng to hel p shape our
comuni ti es and make sure that we
are alleviating the pressures of
poverty. |I'mexcited to take this
on this year and proud to join the
U.N. in declaring 2025 the year of
cooperatives. Colleagues, this too
I s what denocracy | ooks |iKke.

| also want to lift up a
great and really historic wn
recently. Whole Foods union, this
is the first Wol e Foods union
maki ng this union election truly
historic. | think the fina
tallied vote was 130 to 100. These
are fol ks who have been fighting
for a union under union-busting
condi tions. Amazon has done

everything they possibly could to
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keep them from uni oni zi ng and yet
t hey were successful.

A lot of folks don't
know what to make of all this new
era of union drives and service
work from |l ocal coffee shops to
billion-dollar corporations. And
frankly being frank, our | ocal
| abor novenent does not support
themuniformy. But | have to just
say it is an i mense honor to
represent so nmany people, folks
fromall wal ks of life, but
especially so many young fol k who
aren't afraid to experinment with
this system this governance system
that they've been given in order to
build a better denocracy and a
better way of life.

| think it really does
hel p us becone a better city and
ultimately a better country when

our unions wn. Wen we celebrate
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cooperatives, it helps us to live
into the val ues that we profess.

Thank you, Counci
President. Nothing nore today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

Speeches on behal f of
the Majority, the Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you,
Counci | President.

First, this week has
been very chal |l engi ng for nmany of
us, but I wanted to pause to extend
nmy thoughts and prayers to all of
the victinse who were lost in the
tragi c plane and helicopter crash
| ast ni ght and express deep
gratitude, thanks and appreciation
to all of the first responders and

officials who are working
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col | aboratively to ensure that
there is a response to that
unfortunate tragedy. And also
wanted to lift up Mayor Miri el
Bowser for the work that she was
doi ng t hroughout the night and into
the norning. And also to the
famlies who tragically lost their
hones here in Philadel phia in an
unfortunate house fire yesterday.

But | wanted to rem nd

everyone, even with all of that
going on, there is a wonderfu
opportunity for our young people to
have a wonderful experience this
weekend. We know that a book can
open up the opportunities of the
worl d. And so, this Saturday,
February 1st from1:00 p.m to
4:00 p.m at the Pennsylvani a
Convention Center there will be the
33rd Annual African Anerican

Chil dren's Book Project.
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There will be a nunber
of African Anerican children's book
aut hors and many others there to
ensure that our young people are
exposed to literature and exposed
to all the wonderful books that
will be on display throughout the
Convention Center.

And | just wanted to
rem nd each of nmy coll eagues that
each of you have copies of the
books that we received via Vanesse
LI oyd- Sganbati and al so the authors
who are with us today, Janar
Ni chol as. W have Leon: Wbrst
Friends Forever and Leon the
Extraordi nary.

So | hope that you can
share these books with young people
in your Districts and/or in your
areas and help to open up their
literary world. So please take

your young person to the
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Pennsyl vani a Convention Center this
Saturday from 1:00 to 4:00.

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

| just want to thank
sonme of my col | eagues who have
reached out regarding the | CE raids
that took place in the District. |
publicly want to say that if you
are truly willing to help, the help
that we need right nowis to nmake
sure that this vul nerable
popul ati on receives the information
regarding the resources and how to
protect thenselves and their
famli es.

And so, | ask that you
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pl ease share the information. M
staff has Know your Rights cards.
We have additional flyers. W have
a resource book that we're putting
out. If you really want to help,
that is what we need to do right
now.

So many of these
residents are truly afraid.
They're not sending their children
to school, they're not show ng up
to work, and we need to nmake sure
that they have all of the resources
and the information that they need
to be able to protect thensel ves.

The Mayor has said nmany
tinmes already that we continue to
be a welcomng city. W are not
being notified of where these
agents are going to be show ng up
and when and how. W do know t hat
there are people, innocent people,

peopl e who have been here for nmany,
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many years, have established a life
here who have been contri buting
citizens to our city and who are
bei ng caught up in all of this and
we are outraged too, right.

The best way to provide
the support to this comunity right
now is to nmake sure that they are
connected to the resources that
t hey know where to get the answers
to their questions fromthe
appropriate professionals in a
| anguage that they understand, and
that doesn't nean just in Spanish,
right.

| want to nmake sure that
fol ks understand that |I'm not just
advocating for Latino inmgrants.
Yes, this is a cityw de problem and
there are many inmmgrants who don't
just speak Spanish in our city.

And so, we need to nake sure that

all of these docunents are
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transl ated into | anguages that they
understand and that each one of us
does what we can quietly,
preferably to make sure that these
resources get into the hands of
t hose who need it the nost.

My office, again, is
avai l able to provide those
materials if you don't have them
There are ot her groups who have
t hese resources. Juntos, New
Sanctuary, Esperanza, all of those
are organi zations who deal with
this popul ati on on a day-to-day,
have all of these resources and
t hey have also said that they are
willing to help support.

If you don't want to
cone to ny office, please reach out
to those offices. But right nowit
I's absolutely urgent that we
connect people with resources. All

the other nonsense is unnecessary.
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Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President and col | eagues.

| had every intention of
tal ki ng about the updates of CPCC
and preparing you for the new
recommendations that will be before
Council to vet at the hard work of
Caroline Stack over there was put
I n numerous (inaudible), but I have
to put a pause on that.

Now, |' m probably
secretly known to be one of the
funniest boys in City Council, I|ike
I"mhilarious. | crack nyself up,
but j okes stop being funny once
they get elected. And as we watch
the clown car unload at the Wite
House, the om nous threats that it

represent shows that it was
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preneditated.

They aut hored the 2025
plan first on their first day.
They had prepared 300 executive
orders. They automatically turned
of f spigots of funding. And what
i s dangerous is they had no idea
what intended and uni nt ended
consequences there was.

Because as we sai d,

M. President, the rain falls on
the just and the unjust alike. And
so, those cuts were hitting

Repub -- and | apol ogi ze to ny
col | eague here, nmke exception for
him but there are Republican
states that were going to bear the
brunt of those decisions. So they
had to back up, take a step back.
Thank God.

Now, what we have to do,
what we nust prepare for is the

three Cs. W nust fight themin
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chanbers, just like this at the
state level challenging their |aws,
chal | engi ng their budgets, making
amendnents to our laws to
accommodat e our vul nerable. W
must fight themin courts where the
NAACP, Esperanza or whatever
organi zations are out there and
join their legal prowess and file
briefs to stop sone of this,
chal | enge sone of this, at |east
slowit down until we get a grasp
on -- they released those things so
fast, so furious, it's like in the
bar ber shops they got flared on.

We didn't know how to
bl ock half of the stuff that was
com ng down the pipe, so we need to
make t hem pause sonetines so we can
di gest and process what they are
trying to do to us.

| wll also say to you

that as a Pennsyl vani a Human
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Rel ati ons Conmi ssioner, a while
back | heard sonething that now
makes all the sense about the

vul nerable. There was a case where

an illegal immgrant "was renting
froma honmeowner." He said, | wll
call ICEif you do not satisfy ne

sexual ly. That's beneath human.
We cannot sit back and abide this.

So no matter how | eft
sone of ny col |l eagues are or how
right sone of ny coll eagues are, we
have a greater threat because as
they say in the Gane of Thrones,
Wnter is not just comng, it is
her e.

Thank you,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Counci | menber
Jones. Very well said.

The Chair recogni zes

Counci | mrenmber Dr. N na Ahnad.
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COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

| just want to speak to
the resolution | introduced today,
which is to recognize January 29t h,
2025 as the start of the Lunar New
Year. | wanted to honor the
arrival of the new year as the Year
of the Snake. This tinme will bring
wi sdom intuition, caring,
intelligence and probl em sol vi ng,
which are all vital for the work we
conduct in Council.

This time wll also
synbol i ze luck, prosperity and
happi ness in our honmes and
communities. Let us continue to
appreciate the rich, cultural
tapestry that connects us and
allows us to share traditions,
happi ness and a stronger sense of
community. Happy Lunar New Year to

everyone. Thank you.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

| want to start by
t hanking this body for taking bold
action last year in inplenenting
Phase 1 of ny Defying D spl acenent
Canpai gn. W cracked down on
i1l egal discrimnation against
tenants using housing vouchers.

W nmandat ed that revenue
generated by "paynments in |ieu of
af f ordabl e housi ng" get reinvested
back into conmunities experiencing
overly dense devel opnent. Voters
in the May 2025 primary will have
the power to conpel the Cty to
fully fund our Housing Trust Fund.

| urge everyone

|istening here and at hone to vote
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yes in support of safe, stable and
af f ordabl e housi ng, and we enacted
my | owinconme property tax freeze
whi ch st opped property taxes from
increasing for eligible and
enrol | ed honeowners.

Thanks to Counci | menber
Landau, the Departnent of Revenue
recently extended the deadline to
apply for this tax freeze until
February 28th. Do not | eave nobney
on the table. |If you are a |l ow or
no-i ncone honeowner, call your Gty
Counci | mrenber to learn how to
freeze your property taxes.

|'ve been told that 2025
is all about housing. 1|'mexcited
to get the ball rolling by
i nt roduci ng Phase 2 of defying
di spl acenent, which cuts red tape
for devel opers and honeowners who
want to be a part of the affordable

housi ng sol uti on.
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At our current pace, it
will take us nore than 200 years to
bui | d enough affordabl e housing to
meet the need. And all of us know
that this is time we do not have.
That's why this body needs to sl ash
unnecessary red tape that slows
down t he devel opnent of affordable
housi ng and drives up our housing
cost .

First, the Gty should
routinely expedite zoning and
buil ding permt applications for
af f ordabl e housi ng projects. L&
does have a prioritized review
process, but it is only avail able
for certain affordabl e housing
proj ects when requested by the
devel oper and "to the extent L& 's
capacity permts."

If the Gty is serious
about buil di ng affordabl e housi ng,

we shoul d qui ckly and predictably

Page 140

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 30/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

1/ 30/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES
revi ew af f ordabl e housi ng zoni ng
and building permts every single
time. No ifs, ands or buts. This
principle should apply to vari ances
t 00.
Wiy does the City treat
applicants who want to build in a
few extra units so they can charge
af fordabl e rents the same as those
proposing a | uxury skyscraper?
Let's prove affordable housing is a
priority by giving devel opers who
want to do good expedited hearings
in front of the ZBA for no
addi tional fee and to make sure
devel opers don't abuse this fast
track by promsing to build
af f or dabl e housi ng when they have
no intention of actually doing so.
We nust enpower the City to enforce
condi tional approvals by the ZBA
But | arge devel opnents

are far fromthe only solution to
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our city's housing crisis, and
commer ci al devel opers shoul d not be
the only ones to profit off this
wor k.  Luckily we have anot her tool
that grows affordabl e housing,
defi es displacenent and enpowers
homeowners to build generationa
wealth all at the sane tine w thout
changing the | ook or feel of our
nei ghbor hoods.

Across the nation and
here at hone, bonus units,
sonetines referred to as accessory
dwelling units, help famlies to
stay in their homes am d
skyrocketing cost. But in the |ast
decade, the Gty has only approved
an average of one bonus unit per
year.

This isn't because
homeowners don't want bonus units.
My office consistently hears from

consti tuents who want them but have
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troubl e navigating the tine-
consum ng and expensive
bureaucratic process. By cutting
red tape to make it easier for
homeowners to take advant age of
bonus units in Council Districts
that allow them we have a rare and
frankly easy opportunity to keep
famlies in their homes and bring
new af fordabl e homes online all in
one go.

That's why ny
| egislation wll allow honmeowners
in single famly hones to add bonus
units by-right in their primry
resi dence, granted the change does
not materially change the | ook of
their honme externally. This week
The I nquirer reported that
Phi | adel phia is the ninth | east
affordable netro in the nation.
This reaffirnms that even

t hough we have nmade significant
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progress we cannot take our foot
off of the gas. | look forward to
wor king with this body, the Parker
adm ni stration and every
st akehol der to cut red tape and
enpower devel opers and honmeowners
ali ke to defy displacenent. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

So today we passed a
resol uti on aut hored by
Counci | mrenber Harrity recogni zi ng
Nat i onal Poverty Awareness Month,
and we all acknow edge as ny
col | eague Counci |l woman Jam e
Gaut hi er just nentioned that we
have, you know, there's an

af f ordabl e housi ng i ssue that we
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have in the city. But | think we
shoul d rephrase that sonetines as
we have an issue with housing that
peopl e can afford, right.

In that resolution it
t al ked about how our city conti nues
to remain the highest -- the
poor est biggest city anong the nost
10 popular cities in the country.
But let's | ook at why is that,
right. Every state around
Pennsyl vani a has a hi gher m ni num
wage than we do, right.

New Yor k' s m ni nrum wage
is $16.50. New Jersey's is $15. 49.
Del aware i s $15 an hour.
Maryl and's $15 an hour. Chio is
$10. 70 and even West Virginia has a
hi gher m ni nrum wage t han
Pennsyl vania at $8.75. W will
al ways be the | argest poorest big
city as long as our residents are

only being paid $7.25 an hour. So
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if we can increase wages, naybe our
residents will be able to afford
housing in this city.

And on that sane note, |
definitely want to congratul ate the
Uni ted Food and Commerci al Workers
Local 1776 for organi zing the
first, the very first unionized
Whol e Food Store, and it happens to
be right here in the 5th Counci
District here in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

Wth this newright to
col l ectively bargain, hopefully
t hese workers now wll be able to
earn a better wage, have better
wor ki ng conditions and can truly be
able to afford to shop at the place
that they work and live in the city
that they |ove confortably.

So with that, | believe
that we continue to fight for

hi gher wages, a hi gher m ni mum
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wage, we will inprove the condition
and lives of countless
Phi | adel phi ans t hroughout the city.
So I'l'l do everything in ny power
and |'msure nost of ny coll eagues
will too to make sure that we can
i ncrease this mni num wage from
$7.25 in 2025.

So thank you,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU
Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU
First, | want to thank ny col | eague
Counci | man Jones for bringing up
that really awful scenario of what

you remnenber when you were at the
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Pennsyl vani a Human Rel ati ons
Conmmi ssion. Unfortunately, this
happens all too often that folks
who are not citizens of United
States where they' re working or
where they're living are often
threatened by their enployers, by
their housing providers that
sonebody woul d call | CE

Wien | ran the Cty's
Human Rel ati ons Conmi ssion, we
heard these cases all the tine.
And | just want to make sure that
it is loud and clear to anybody
listening that is illegal. It is a
form of sexual harassnment, sex
discrimnation. You could file a
claimwith the CGty's -- the
Phi | adel phi a Comm ssi on on Human
Rel ati ons, the Pennsyl vani a Human
Rel ati ons Conm ssi on.

But it's also the reason

why | held nmy hearing to | ook at
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the Cty's readi ness and comm t nent
to enforcing the great |aws that we
actual ly have on the books here in
Phi | adel phia to make sure that for
the wi de range of awful things that
are happening to fol ks who are
undocunented or not in the city
because of racial profiling, that
we make sure fol ks are as protected
as possible, including the fact
that all Gty enpl oyees are not
allowed to ask you, unless it is
necessary for the thing that you
are trying to get an application
for sonmething, they are not all owed
to ask you about your citizenship
status. So | just wanted to nake
that clear so we can | ook at all of
this holistically because it's
af fecting peopl e throughout the
city in every area.

The second thing is this

is the beginning of tax nonth and I
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do want to rem nd people -- thank
you, Council nenber Gauthier --
fol ks should go to
cl ai nyour noneyphl .com the GCty's
cl ai myour noney tax site. That
site will point you to the free tax
preparers who will do your taxes
for free. They are certified.
They are wonderful. W just had a
press conference for them They're
fantastic.

If you do go to a paid
tax preparer, please renenber ny
bill fromlast year. The tax
preparer nust tell you how nuch
it's going to cost to do your taxes
upfront. So we got a |lot of people
| eavi ng the earned incone tax
credit and the child tax credit on
the table. These are thousands of
dollars that we can get into the
pocket s of Phil adel phians even if

you nmade just a little bit of
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noney. |'mnot going to file ny
taxes. |I'mnot going to owe
anyt hing. The federal governnent
will give you noney. Please do it.
It could be up to $10, 000 dependi ng
on your famly size.

And then finally, | want
totalk a little bit about the
bills that | introduced today.

Many of you know in ny background
as a housing and civil rights

| awyer |1've been saying housing is
a human right throughout ny career.
|'ve seen firsthand how har dwor ki ng
people, famlies, seniors, people
transitioning out of honel essness
are bl ocked from housi ng, not
because they can't afford the rent,
but because they sinply can't
afford to nove in.

That's why today |I'm so
proud to introduce ny Mwve-in

Affordability Plan, a crucial step
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toward maki ng Phil adel phia a nore
af fordabl e and equitable place to
live. My Mowve-in Affordability
Pl an caps excessive junk rental
application fees and al |l ows
security deposits to be paid in
installments, |lowering the overal
cost of noving into a new rental
unit because it's an insurnountable
hurdl e for many Phil adel phians with
nmedian rents in the city at $1, 800
to just nove into their hone.

These are upfront costs.

We're in a housing
crisis. Nearly half of
Phi | adel phi ans rent their hones.
Al nost 50 percent of them are cost-
burdened payi ng 30 percent or nore
of their income just to keep a roof
over their heads. And it's not
just the cost of rent. It's the
out rageous upfront fees that nake

securing housing nearly inpossible
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for too many peopl e.

That's why we have to
make changes now. These bills are
commonsense neasures that will help
renters without hurting |andl ords.
They renobve unnecessary barriers to
housi ng and ensure that hardworki ng
Phi | adel phi ans can access the hones
t hey deserve. It's about ensuring
that people aren't priced out of
housi ng before they even have a
chance to sign a | ease.

| look forward to
wor king with nmy col | eagues, housi ng
advocates, | andl ords and comrunity
menbers to get this done, because
i f we want Phil adel phia to be a
city where everyone has a fair
shot, we have to start by meking a
city where everyone can afford a
hone.

Peopl e are bei ng asked

for three nonths' rent upfront with

Page 153

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 30/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

1/ 30/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES
the nedi an rent of $1,800. That is
a hurdle many can't overcone. 1'd
li ke -- and so, thank you for
continuing this dialogue with ne
about these bills, open door as
al ways.

And | also want to
commend Counci | menber Driscoll on
his resol uti on, exam ning the
operation of the 311 non-energency
hotline and its engagenent with
City departnents. As Chair of the
Technol ogy and I nfornation Services
Committee as well as a city
resi dent who has used 311 before,

' meager to dive deeper into the
subj ect and inprove the system as
much as possi ble with Council nenber
Driscoll and all of our coll eagues.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
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Counci | menber Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Yes. Just really briefly | just
want to say today | introduced a
resol uti on recogni zing the C ean
and Green office led by Carlton
WIllianms. H's support,
Comm ssi oner Crystal Jacobs has
been al so a part of the clean and
green efforts.

| just want to say Mayor
Par ker put together a great team
and this team has been very
responsive to all of our cleaning
needs in the 9th District. And I
just want to |et us know that when
the District Council nenbers work
closely with the adm nistration, we
can get a lot done with the city.

And so, when we're
hearing from our neighbors what's
happeni ng, when things are not

cl ean and then we contact the
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adm ni strati on about what needs to
be clean and they are rapidly
responding to it, it's really
appreciative. So nore to conme on
us honoring and recogni zi ng them
But just want to say thank you so
much, C ean and Green. Let's keep
up the efforts.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

There are no nore speeches on
behal f of the Majority.

Now, the Chair
recogni zes Majority Wip
Counci | menber Thomas for a notion
t o adj ourn.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, M. President.

| nmove that Counci
stand adj ourned until Thursday,
February 6, 2025 at 10:00 a. m
shar p.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Counci
stand adj ourned until Thursday,
February 6, 2025 at 10:00 a. m

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
notion carries.

Thank you all very much,
and Go Birds.

(Stated Meeting

adjourned at 11:53 a.m)
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