
                                                                 1
        1

        2              COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA

        3                        STATED MEETING

        4                            - - -

        5                              Room 696, City Hall
                                       Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
        6                              Thursday, October 31, 2002
                                       10:05 a.m.
        7
                                      - - -
        8

        9

       10     PRESENT:
                     COUNCIL PRESIDENT ANNA C. VERNA
       11
                     COUNCILWOMAN JANNIE BLACKWELL
       12            COUNCILWOMAN BLONDELL REYNOLDS BROWN
                     COUNCILMAN DARRELL L. CLARKE
       13            COUNCILMAN DAVID COHEN
                     COUNCILMAN FRANK J. DI CICCO
       14            COUNCILMAN WILSON W. GOODE, JR.
                     COUNCILMAN JAMES F. KENNEY
       15            COUNCILWOMAN JOAN L. KRAJEWSKI
                     COUNCILMAN RICHARD T. MARIANO
       16            COUNCILWOMAN DONNA REED MILLER
                     COUNCILMAN MICHAEL A. NUTTER
       17            COUNCILMAN BRIAN J. O'NEILL
                     COUNCILMAN ANGEL L. ORTIZ
       18            COUNCILMAN FRANK RIZZO
                     COUNCILWOMAN MARIAN B. TASCO
       19
                     PATRICIA RAFFERTY, CHIEF CLERK
       20

       21
                                    - - -
       22
                        VINCENT VARALLO ASSOCIATES, INC.
       23               Registered Professional Reporters
                               Eleven Penn Center
       24                 1835 Market Street, Suite 600
                        Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103
       25                        (215) 561-2220



                                                                 2
        1                10/31/02 - STATED - INVOCATION

        2

        3                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Good morning,

        4     everyone.  I note that the hour has come and that

        5     quorum of this Council is present.  Members will

        6     please take their seats.

        7                 To give our invocation this morning, the

        8     Chair welcomes the Reverend Ethel Boyd Williams,

        9     Pastor of the Celestial Zion Baptist Church.

       10     Rev. Williams is here today as the guest of

       11     Councilwoman Miller.

       12                 All guests and members will please rise.

       13                 REV. WILLIAMS:  Let us pray.  Bless the

       14     Lord, oh, my soul, and all that is within me, bless

       15     his holy name.  With thanksgiving we come to give

       16     you thanks for a brand-new day.  We thank you, our

       17     Father and our God, that you awakened us this

       18     morning by your grace.  Grace woke us up this

       19     morning.  We came from various parts of the City and

       20     State.  You allowed us to reach our destination

       21     safely.  Thank you, Lord.  Thank you, Lord, for your

       22     mercy.  Thank you, Lord, for all that you've been to

       23     us.  Here we stand in the Council.  We read some

       24     years ago that you are a wonderful counselor.  And

       25     because you are a wonderful counselor, these many
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        2     Council, these many officials, will bow their heads

        3     with thanksgiving, looking to the God, the alpha and

        4     finisher of their fate.  So we say thank you.  Thank

        5     you.  Now, Lord, let this prayer help us to be

        6     revitalized and motivated throughout the day with

        7     thanksgiving as we move and have our beings in you.

        8     There may be some today who are not feeling well,

        9     but yet they're here.  Touch, touch, touch.  Touch

       10     that area.  Touch that mind.  Touch that spirit.

       11     And, God, I pray that you will look on Donna Miller

       12     who invited me.  Thank you for that invitation, God.

       13     Thank you because we know whatever is going on, you

       14     move and you move in your being and in your power.

       15     Now bless this Council.  Bless everyone that's here.

       16     Give strength to those who have no might, power to

       17     those who are ready to faint.  Bless this Council.

       18     Bless our City, our State, and the world over.

       19     Those who are incapacitated, those who are lonely

       20     and depressed, sad and broken today yet they are

       21     smiling but underneath there's tears and sorry.

       22     Strengthen us individually and collectively.  Now

       23     we're going to give you praise and we're going to

       24     give you thanks and ask that you order our steps

       25     throughout today on and on, with thanksgiving we
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        2     pray, in his name for Christ sake, amen.

        3                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        4     thanks Pastor Williams for her very inspiring

        5     invocation.

        6                 Council will be at ease.

        7                 (Council at ease.)

        8                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The next order

        9     of business is the approval of the Journal of the

       10     meeting of October 24, 2002.  And the Chair

       11     recognizes Councilwoman Blackwell.

       12                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you,

       13     Madam President.  I move that the Journal of the

       14     meeting of Thursday, October, 24, 2002, stand

       15     approved.

       16                 (Duly seconded.)

       17                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

       18     moved and seconded that the Journal of the meeting

       19     of the Thursday, October 24, 2002, stand approved.

       20                 All in favor will indicate by saying

       21     aye.

       22                 (Aye.)

       23                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed?

       24                 (No response.)

       25                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA: The ayes have
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        2     it, and the motion carries.  The Journal of the

        3     meeting of Thursday, October 24, 2002, is approved.

        4                 The next order of business is requests

        5     for leaves of absence.

        6                 The Chair recognizes Councilwoman

        7     Blackwell.

        8                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you,

        9     Madam President.  There are no requests for leaves

       10     of absence on the part of the majority.

       11                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

       12     thanks the Councilwoman.

       13                 The Chair recognizes Councilman O'Neill.

       14                 COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Madam President, on

       15     behalf of the minority, there are no requests for

       16     leaves at absence at this time.

       17                 We have an update.  I assume Councilman

       18     Longstreth is not coming in.

       19                 COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Councilman Longstreth

       20     will not be attending the session today.

       21                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you,

       22     Councilmen.

       23                 The Chair will dispense with the regular

       24     order of business to recognize the guests and

       25     visitors joining us in Chambers this morning.
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        2                 On behalf of all Members of City

        3     Council, I welcome you to our Council Session.  We

        4     appreciate your taking the time to join us as we

        5     attend to the legislative affairs of our City.  We

        6     certainly invite you to come again.

        7                 At this time the Chair recognizes

        8     Councilwoman Tasco.

        9                 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Good morning.

       10     Thank you, Madam President.  I'd like to welcome Ms.

       11     Georgia Davis, a committee person of the 10th Ward

       12     of the 9th Councilmatic District to City Council

       13     this morning.  Georgia is an outstanding,

       14     hard-working committee person in the 10th Ward.  She

       15     has led the fight to shut down a nuisance

       16     establishment in her division and she works

       17     tirelessly for her constituents.  So this past

       18     Friday at the People's Party, Friends of Marian

       19     Tasco People's Party, she was one of the recipients

       20     of the 9th Councilmatic District Committee of the

       21     Year Award.  And she's here today accompanied by my

       22     friend and her ward leader Edgar Howard.  They're

       23     both very hard-working, and we enjoy working with

       24     both of them in the 9th District.

       25                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  If they would
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        2     stand, we would like to recognize you.

        3                 (Applause.)

        4                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  At this time,

        5     the Chair recognizes Councilwoman Tasco who will

        6     make a presentation honoring Lutheran Children and

        7     Family Service.

        8                 Will Rev. William Erat, Executive

        9     Director, and those accompanying him please join the

       10     Councilwoman at the podium.

       11                 The Chair recognizes Councilwoman Tasco.

       12                 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Thank you, Madam

       13     President.

       14                 It gives me great pleasure this morning

       15     to present this resolution honoring Lutheran

       16     Children and Family Service.

       17                 Whereas, Lutheran Children and Family

       18     Service, LCFS, was founded in 1922.  And since that

       19     time, it has grown in size and scope, yet it has

       20     stayed true to its original mission of serving

       21     children and families in need in Philadelphia, its

       22     suburbs and around the world; and

       23                 Whereas, LCFS of Eastern Pennsylvania

       24     works in partnership with churches and other

       25     organizations and individuals to offer care,
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        2     nuturing, shelter, advocates, and counseling.  Its

        3     reputation so strong that it is the only federally

        4     authorized provider of foster care services to

        5     refugees.  Its work in foster care in unparalleled.

        6     And today it also offers adoption and post-adoption

        7     services here and abroad, refugee programs, English

        8     as a second language, adult education, legal aid,

        9     and activities for senior citizens; and

       10                 Whereas, because Lutheran Children and

       11     Family Service is a faith-based organization, its

       12     vision is to provide community-based services in an

       13     environment that is compassionate, caring, wise,

       14     just, and positive.  With this spirit, it has also

       15     secured a highly qualified diversified staff whose

       16     commitment is matched only by its skill.  We express

       17     special gratitude to Rev. William Erat for his 18

       18     years as executive director, has guided the

       19     organization with great generosity and wisdom.

       20                 Now, therefore, resolved by the Council

       21     of the City of Philadelphia that we hereby honor and

       22     commend Lutheran Children and Family Service on the

       23     great occasion of its 80th anniversary of service to

       24     the citizens of this City and region and the world

       25     over.
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        2                 Further resolved that an engrossed copy

        3     of this resolution be presented to the Rev. William

        4     Erat, Executive Director, of the Lutheran Children

        5     and Family Service as evidence of the sincere

        6     respect and enormous admiration of this legislative

        7     body.

        8                 This is a certification that this is a

        9     true and correct copy of the original resolution

       10     adopted by the Council of the City of Philadelphia

       11     on the 24th day of October 2002.  Signed by

       12     President Ann Verna, introduced by Marian Tasco and

       13     Blondel Reynolds Brown and sponsored by all

       14     Councilmembers.  And I ask the Councilwoman to join

       15     me.  Thank you.

       16                 (Applause.)

       17                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

       18     recognizes the Reverend for remarks.  Welcome.

       19                 REV. ERAT:  My name is Bill Erat, I'm

       20     the Executive Director.  Madam Chair,

       21     Councilpersons, we're deeply honored to be

       22     recognized by the Council at this point on our 80th

       23     anniversary.  ACFS was one of the first agencies in

       24     the '20s to contract with the City to actually do

       25     services for children.  As times have changed, so
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        2     have we.  We're active partners right now with

        3     Commissioner Martinez as she reshapes foster care

        4     and she is an enthusiastic participant in the youth

        5     development programs of the children's investment

        6     strategy of the City.  And we can only do this,

        7     though, with neighborhood partners, and I would like

        8     to thank some of those today:  The Greater Olney

        9     Circle of Friends, George Washington High School,

       10     Lincoln High and Holme School, Lowell, McClure,

       11     Feltonville, Creighton and Bartram Schools, the

       12     Southeast Philadelphia Children's Collaborative, and

       13     the many African organizations we work with in

       14     resettlement and immigration, because in honoring us

       15     you are also honoring them.

       16                 I would like to introduce to you Mr.

       17     Carl Holmes who is President of our Board.

       18                 MR. HOLMES:  Thank you.  Good morning.

       19                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Good morning.

       20                 MR. HOLMES:  Thank you, Madam Chair.

       21     I'm Carl Holmes.  I'm Chairman of the Board of

       22     Lutheran Children and Family Services.  And on

       23     behalf of the Board of Lutheran Children and Family

       24     Services and Liberty Lutheran Services, which we are

       25     affiliated with, I want to assure you that we
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        2     continue to be committed to serve the most needy

        3     children and families in our City.  It is our role

        4     as a faith-based organization to mobilize

        5     congregations and neighborhoods.  On behalf of the

        6     needy families, we will continue to find adoptive

        7     homes.  We will continue to find sponsors and

        8     friends for refugees and immigrants.  And we know

        9     that when government, business, and other non-profit

       10     organizations come together with a common vision, we

       11     can do great things.

       12                 Thank you for this honor.  And on behalf

       13     of the entire hard-working organization at Lutheran

       14     Children and Family Services, we are grateful.

       15                 (Applause.)

       16                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  We certainly

       17     thank you for your very fine work.  Congratulations.

       18                 Council will be at ease.

       19                 (Council at ease.)

       20                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Councilwoman

       21     Blackwell, have your guests arrived?

       22                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Not yet, Madam

       23     President.

       24                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Perhaps we

       25     ought to move on.
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        2                 The next order of business is

        3     communications.  The Chair requests that the

        4     Sergeant-at-Arms deliver the messages from the Mayor

        5     to the Clerk.

        6                 The Clerk will please read the messages

        7     from the Mayor.

        8                 THE CLERK:  To the President and Members

        9     of the Council of the City of Philadelphia, I am

       10     pleased to advise you that on October 29, 2002, I

       11     signed all the bills that were passed by Council at

       12     its Session on October 17, 2002.

       13                 And I am transmitting for the

       14     consideration of your Honorable Body, the following

       15     ordinances:

       16                 An ordinance approving that 30th

       17     Amendment of the Redevelopment Proposal for the

       18     Model Cities Urban Renewal Area;

       19                 And an ordinance approving the 1st

       20     Amendment of the Redevelopment Proposal for the

       21     American Street Industrial Corridor Urban Renewal

       22     area;

       23                 And an ordinance approving the 9th

       24     Amendment of the Redevelopment Proposal for Whitman

       25     Urban Renewal Area;
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        2                 And an ordinance approving the 2nd

        3     Amendment of the redevelopment proposal for the

        4     Point Breeze East Urban Renewal Area;

        5                 And an ordinance approving the

        6     redevelopment proposal of the Redevelopment

        7     Authority of the City of the Greenway Urban Renewal

        8     Area;

        9                 And an ordinance approving the 9th

       10     Amendment of the Redevelopment Proposal for the

       11     Eastwick Urban Renewal Area;

       12                 And an ordinance approving the 13th

       13     Amendment of the Redevelopment Proposal South

       14     Central Urban Renewal Area;

       15                 And an ordinance approving the 1st

       16     Amendment of the Redevelopment proposal for the

       17     Sarah Allen Urban Renewal Area;

       18                 And an ordinance approving the

       19     redevelopment proposal of the Redevelopment

       20     Authority of the City of Philadelphia for the

       21     redevelopment of the 45th and Sansom Urban Renewal

       22     Area;

       23                 And an ordinance approving the 10th

       24     Amendment of the Redevelopment Proposal for the

       25     Mantua Urban Renewal Area.
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        2                 And an ordinance approving the 1st

        3     Amendment of the Redevelopment Proposal for the

        4     Parkside National Register Historical District Urban

        5     Renewal Area;

        6                 And an ordinance approving Redevelopment

        7     Proposal of the Redevelopment Authority of the City

        8     of Philadelphia for the redevelopment of the

        9     Brewerytown Urban Renewal Area, being the area

       10     generally bounded by Oxford Street;

       11                 And an ordinance approving the 10th

       12     Amendment of the Redevelopment Proposal for the

       13     Cecil B. Moore Avenue Urban Renewal Area;

       14                 And an ordinance constituting the 9th

       15     Supplemental Ordinance for the restated general

       16     water and waste water revenue bonds ordinance of

       17     1989;

       18                 And an ordinance constituting the 5th

       19     Supplemental Ordinance to the general gas works

       20     revenue bond ordinance of 1998;

       21                 And an ordinance constituting the 17th

       22     supplemental ordinance to the general gas works

       23     revenue bond ordinance of 1975;

       24                 And an ordinance constituting the 8th

       25     Supplemental Ordinance to the restated general water
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        2     and waste water revenue bond ordinance of 1989;

        3                 And an ordinance declaring that it is

        4     desirable for the health, safety and welfare of the

        5     people in the area served by centralized

        6     comprehensive human services doing business as

        7     John F. Kennedy Community Mental Health Retardation

        8     Center to finance and refinance a project for the

        9     borrower located at 112 North Broad Street.

       10                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

       11     The messages will be printed in the Journal.

       12                 The Clerk will please read any other

       13     communications in her possession.

       14                 THE CLERK:  I have no more, Madam

       15     President.

       16                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

       17                 The next order of business is the

       18     introduction of bills and resolutions.

       19                 The Chair recognizes Councilwoman

       20     Blackwell for a motion.

       21                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you,

       22     Madam President.  I move that the Rules of Council

       23     be suspended so as to permit immediate consideration

       24     of resolutions at their time of introduction.

       25                 (Duly seconded.)
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        2                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

        3     moved and properly seconded that the Rules of

        4     Council be suspended so as to permit immediate

        5     consideration of resolutions at the time of

        6     introduction.

        7                 All in favor of the motion will indicate

        8     by saying aye.

        9                 (Aye.)

       10                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed?

       11                 (No response.)

       12                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

       13     it, and the motion carries.

       14                 The Chair at this time recognizes

       15     Councilman Kenney.

       16                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Thank you, Madam

       17     President.  I offer one bill by request.

       18                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Clerk will

       19     please read the title of the bill.

       20                 THE CLERK:  An ordinance declaring that

       21     it is desirable for the health, safety and welfare

       22     of the people in the area served by centralized

       23     comprehensive human services doing business as John

       24     F. Kennedy Community Mental Health and Mental

       25     Retardation to finance and refinance a project for
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        2     borrower located at 112 North Broad Street.

        3                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill will

        4     be referred to the appropriate committee.

        5                 At this time the Chair recognizes

        6     Councilwoman Blackwell.

        7                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you,

        8     Madam President.  This morning I introduce 13 bills,

        9     4 of which are yours, and 1 resolution.

       10                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

       11                 The Clerk will please read the title of

       12     the bills.

       13                 THE CLERK:  An ordinance approving the

       14     Redevelopment Proposal of the Redevelopment

       15     Authority of the City of Philadelphia for the

       16     redevelopment of the Greenway Urban Renewal area.

       17                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The bill will

       18     be referred to the appropriate committee.

       19                 THE CLERK:  And an ordinance approving

       20     the 9th amendment of the Redevelopment Proposal of

       21     the Eastwick Urban Renewal Area.

       22                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill will

       23     be referred to the appropriate committee.

       24                 THE CLERK:  And an ordinance approving

       25     the 2nd Amendment of the Redevelopment Proposal for
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        2     the Point Breeze East Urban Renewal Area.

        3                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The bill will

        4     be referred to the appropriate committee.

        5                 THE CLERK:  And an ordinary approving

        6     13th Amendment of the Redevelopment Proposal of the

        7     South Central Urban Renewal area.

        8                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The bill will

        9     be referred to the appropriate committee.

       10                 THE CLERK:  And an ordinance

       11     constituting the 9th Supplemental Ordinance to the

       12     restated general water and waste water revenue bond

       13     ordinance of 1989.

       14                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The bill will

       15     be referred to the appropriate committee.

       16                 THE CLERK:  And an ordinance

       17     constituting the 8th Supplemental Ordinance to the

       18     restated general water and waste water revenue bond

       19     ordinance of 1989.

       20                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill will

       21     be referred to the appropriate committee.

       22                 THE CLERK:  And an ordinance amending

       23     Section 10-1001 of the Philadelphia Code entitled

       24     "Fees of Commissioner of Records," by providing for

       25     new recording fees, under certain terms and
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        2     conditions.

        3                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill will

        4     be referred to the appropriate committee.

        5                 THE CLERK:  And an ordinance

        6     constituting the 5th Supplemental Ordinance of the

        7     general gas works revenue bond ordinance of 1998.

        8                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The bill will

        9     be referred to the appropriate committee.

       10                 THE CLERK:  And an ordinance constituted

       11     a 17th Supplemental Ordinance to the general gas

       12     works revenue bond ordinance of 1975.

       13                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The bill will

       14     be referred to the appropriate committee.

       15                 THE CLERK:  And an ordinance approving

       16     the 10th Amendment of the Redevelopment Proposal for

       17     the Mantua Urban Renewal Area.

       18                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The bill will

       19     be referred to the appropriate committee.

       20                 THE CLERK:  And an ordinance approving

       21     the 1st Amendment of the Redevelopment Proposal for

       22     Parkside National Register Historic District Urban

       23     Renewal Area.

       24                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill will

       25     be referred to the appropriate committee.
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        2                 THE CLERK:  And an ordinance approving

        3     the Redevelopment Proposal for the Redevelopment

        4     Authority of the City of Philadelphia for the

        5     redevelopment of the 45th and Sansom Urban Renewal

        6     Area.

        7                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The bill will

        8     be referred to the appropriate committee.

        9                 THE CLERK:  And an ordinance approving

       10     the 1st Amendment of the Redevelopment Proposal for

       11     the Sarah Allen Urban Renewal Area.

       12                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill will

       13     be referred to the appropriate committee.

       14                 THE CLERK:   And a resolution

       15     authorizing the Commissioner of Public Property to

       16     execute and deliver to the Redevelopment Authority

       17     of the City a deed located in the 27th Ward in the

       18     City of Philadelphia.

       19                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

       20     recognizes Councilwoman Blackwell.

       21                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you,

       22     Madam President.  I move for the adoption of the

       23     resolution.

       24                 (Duly seconded.)

       25                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been
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        2     moved and properly seconded that the resolution be

        3     adopted.

        4                 All in favor will signify by saying aye.

        5                 (Aye.)

        6                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed?

        7                 (No response.)

        8                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

        9     it.  The motion carries.  The resolution is adopted.

       10                 The Chair recognizes Councilman Cohen.

       11                 COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Madam President, I

       12     have no bills or resolutions.

       13                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

       14     thanks the gentleman.

       15                 The Chair recognizes Councilwoman

       16     Krajewski.

       17                 COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Madam

       18     President, I have no bills or resolutions.

       19                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

       20     The Chair recognizes Councilman Mariano.

       21                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Madam President, I

       22     have one bill and one resolution.

       23                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Clerk will

       24     please read the title of the bill.

       25                 THE CLERK:  An ordinance approving the
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        2     1st Amendment of the Redevelopment Proposal for the

        3     American street Industrial Corridor Urban Renewal

        4     Area.

        5                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill will

        6     be referred to the appropriate committee.

        7                 THE CLERK:  And a resolution authorizing

        8     the Commissioner of Public Property to execute and

        9     deliver to the redevelopment authority of the City a

       10     deed located in the 7th, 18th, 19th and 23rd Wards

       11     of the City of Philadelphia.

       12                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The chair

       13     recognizes Councilman Mariano.

       14                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Move for the

       15     adoption of the resolution.

       16                 (Duly seconded.)

       17                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

       18     moved and properly seconded that the resolution be

       19     adopted.

       20                 All in favor will signify by saying aye.

       21                 (Aye.)

       22                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed?

       23                 (No response.)

       24                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

       25     it.  And the motion carries.
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        2                 The Chair recognizes Councilwoman Tasco.

        3                 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Madam President, I

        4     have no bills or resolutions today.

        5                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        6     thanks the Councilwoman.

        7                 The Chair recognizes Councilwoman

        8     Miller.

        9                 COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Thank you, Madam

       10     President.  I have no bills or resolutions today.

       11                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

       12                 The Chair recognizes Councilman Nutter.

       13                 COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Thank you, Madam

       14     President.  I have no bills or resolutions today.

       15                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

       16     thanks the gentleman.

       17                 The Chair recognizes Councilwoman Brown.

       18                 COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you, Madam

       19     President.  I have one bill I offer cosponsored by

       20     my colleague Councilwoman Donna Reed Miller.

       21                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

       22                 The Clerk will please read the title of

       23     the resolution.

       24                 THE CLERK:  A resolution challenging

       25     Philadelphians affected by diabetes, whether
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        2     practitioners, educators, policymakers, patients, or

        3     caregivers, to pledge their commitment to help

        4     ensure that those with diabetes are living healthier

        5     lives.

        6                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        7     recognizes Councilwoman Brown.

        8                 COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  I move for the

        9     adoption.

       10                 (Duly seconded.)

       11                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

       12     moved and properly seconded that the resolution be

       13     adopted.

       14                 All in favor will signify by saying aye.

       15                 (Aye.)

       16                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed?

       17                 (No response.)

       18                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

       19     it.  And the motion carries.

       20                 The Chair recognizes Councilman Goode.

       21                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Thank you, Madam

       22     President.  I offer one resolution.

       23                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

       24     The Clerk will please read the title of the

       25     resolution.
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        2                 THE CLERK:  A resolution urging the

        3     United States House of Representatives to adopt HR

        4     3372, the Access and Openness in Small Business

        5     Lending Act of 2001, which amends the Equal Credit

        6     Opportunity Act.

        7                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        8     recognizes Councilman Goode.

        9                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  I move for the

       10     adoption.

       11                 (Duly seconded.)

       12                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

       13     moved and properly seconded that the resolution be

       14     adopted.

       15                 All in favor will say aye.

       16                 (Aye.)

       17                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed?

       18                 (No response.)

       19                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

       20     it.  The motion carries.  The resolution is adopted.

       21                 The Chair recognizes Councilman Ortiz.

       22                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Thank you, Madam

       23     Chair.  I have three resolutions, one of which is a

       24     privilege and I would like to do it with a standing

       25     memorial.
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        2                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

        3     The Clerk will please title of the first resolution.

        4                 THE CLERK:  A resolution mourning the

        5     death and celebrating the life of Minnesota Senator

        6     Paul Welstone.

        7                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those voting

        8     in favor of the adoption of the resolution will

        9     please stand.

       10                 (All Councilmembers stand.)

       11                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The resolution

       12     has been adopted.

       13                 The Clerk will please read the title of

       14     the next resolution.

       15                 THE CLERK:  A resolution authorizing the

       16     Council's Committee on Public Safety and Health and

       17     Human Services to jointly investigate the

       18     Administration's current methods and systems for

       19     addressing the proliferation, use and abuse of

       20     illegal drugs in the City.

       21                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

       22     recognizes Councilman Ortiz.

       23                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Madam Chair, I move

       24     for the adoption of the resolution.

       25                 (Duly seconded.)
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        2                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

        3     moved and properly seconded that the resolution be

        4     adopted.

        5                 All in favor will signify by saying aye.

        6                 (Aye.)

        7                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed?

        8                 (No response.)

        9                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

       10     it.  The resolution will be referred to the

       11     appropriate committee.

       12                 The Clerk will please read the title of

       13     the second resolution.

       14                 THE CLERK:  A resolution authorizing

       15     City Council's Committee on Commerce and Economic

       16     Development to investigate and hold public hearings

       17     on the under-utilization of a disadvantaged business

       18     enterprise and on the underemployment of women,

       19     disabled, and minority residents of the City of

       20     Philadelphia.

       21                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

       22     recognizes Councilman Ortiz.

       23                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Madam Chair, that

       24     resolution is cosponsored by Blondell Reynolds and

       25     Michael Nutter and Wilson Goode.  I move for the
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        2     adoption of the resolution.

        3                 (Duly seconded.)

        4                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

        5     moved and properly seconded that the resolution be

        6     adopted.

        7                 All in favor will say aye.

        8                 (Aye.)

        9                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed?

       10                 (No response.)

       11                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

       12     it.  The resolution be referred to the Committee on

       13     Commerce and Economic Development.

       14                 The Chair recognize his Councilman

       15     DiCicco.

       16                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Thank you, Madam

       17     President.  I offer three bills.

       18                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

       19                 The Clerk will please read the title of

       20     the first bill.

       21                 THE CLERK:  An ordinance amending

       22     Section 2 of an ordinance, Bill No. 010384, approved

       23     August 31, 2001, entitled an ordinance authorizing

       24     the revision of lines and grades on a portion of

       25     City Plan No. 196 by striking from the City Plan
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        2     Willard Street.

        3                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The bill will

        4     be referred to the appropriate committee.

        5                 THE CLERK:  And an ordinance approving

        6     the 30th Amendment of the Redevelopment Proposal for

        7     the Model Cities Urban Renewal Area.

        8                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill will

        9     be referred to the appropriate committee.

       10                 THE CLERK:  And an ordinance approving

       11     the 9th Amendment of the Redevelopment Proposal for

       12     the Whitman Urban Renewal Area.

       13                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill will

       14     be referred to the appropriate committee.

       15                 The Chair recognizes Councilman O'Neill.

       16                 COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Madam President, I

       17     offer two bills.

       18                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

       19                 The Clerk will please read the title of

       20     the first bill.

       21                 THE CLERK:  An ordinance to amend the

       22     Philadelphia Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

       23     designations of certain areas of land located within

       24     an area bonded Roosevelt Boulevard, Grant Avenue,

       25     and Blue Grass Road.
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        2                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The bill will

        3     be referred to the appropriate committee.

        4                 THE CLERK:  And an ordinance amending

        5     Title 14 of the Philadelphia Code entitled

        6     "Residential Districts," by amending use regulations

        7     in certain residential districts and by making

        8     certain technical amendments, under certain terms

        9     and conditions.

       10                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill will

       11     be referred to the appropriate committee.

       12                 The Chair recognizes Councilman Clarke.

       13                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Thank you, Madam

       14     President.  I have five bills to introduce today.

       15                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

       16                 The Clerk will please read the title of

       17     the first bill.

       18                 THE CLERK:  An ordinance amending Title

       19     14 of the Philadelphia Code related to zoning and

       20     planning by amending Chapter 14-1600 entitled

       21     "Miscellaneous," by adding a new Section 14-1626

       22     entitled "Logan Square Special District Control."

       23                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill will

       24     be referred to the appropriate committee.

       25                 THE CLERK:  And an ordinance amending
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        2     Section 2 of an ordinance, Bill No. 990306, approved

        3     June 24, 1999, entitled an ordinance authorizing the

        4     revision of lines and grades on a portion of the

        5     City Plan No. 120 by striking from the City Plan and

        6     vacating Sharswood Street from 22nd Street to 23rd

        7     Street.

        8                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill will

        9     be referred to the appropriate committee.

       10                 THE CLERK:  And an ordinance approving

       11     the Redevelopment Proposal of the Redevelopment

       12     Authority of the City of Philadelphia for the

       13     redevelopment of the Brewerytown Urban Renewal Area.

       14                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The bill will

       15     be referred to the appropriate committee.

       16                 THE CLERK:  And an ordinance approving

       17     the 10th Amendment of the Redevelopment Proposal for

       18     the Cecil B. Moore Avenue Urban Renewal Area.

       19                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The bill will

       20     be referred to the appropriate committee.

       21                 THE CLERK:  And an ordinance authorizing

       22     Castle point MUMA USA, Inc., to construct, own and

       23     maintain six cast stone planters on the east footway

       24     of 17th Street.

       25                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill will
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        2     be referred to the appropriate committee.

        3                 Councilman Longstreth is absent.  The

        4     Chair recognizes Councilman Rizzo.

        5                 COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Madam President, no

        6     bills or resolutions today.

        7                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        8     thanks the gentleman.

        9                 We're somewhat out of order, however, at

       10     this time, the Chair would like to recognize

       11     Councilwoman Blackwell who will present a resolution

       12     honoring Erica Pratt.

       13                 Will Ms. Pratt and those accompanying

       14     her please join the Councilwoman at the podium.

       15                 The Chair recognizes Councilwoman

       16     Blackwell.

       17                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you,

       18     Madam President.

       19                 A resolution honoring Erica Pratt.

       20                 Whereas, Erica Pratt is a second grade

       21     student at the Mitchell Elementary School.  She is 3

       22     feet, 5 inches tall; weighs just over 30 pounds, and

       23     has a smile that lights up a room.  In July 2002,

       24     she was abducted from her street in Southwest

       25     Philadelphia and taken to the Logan Section of the
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        2     City where she was locked in the basement of a

        3     house; and

        4                 Whereas, this 7-year-old girl, alone in

        5     and in the dark room of a basement of a house she

        6     had never seen remained composed enough to chew

        7     through the tape around her mouth and her head and

        8     climb the basement steps.  She climbed the steps,

        9     broke a window on the main floor, pushed out the

       10     screen and escaped; and

       11                 Whereas, the police and the FBI had been

       12     searching for Erica for 24 hours.  And once she

       13     began calling for help, she found four young people

       14     nearby, whom Councilwoman Tasco previously honored.

       15     They flagged down a police car, helped her off the

       16     porch and made sure she was safe.  She was examined

       17     and then returned to her family members who were

       18     joyous to the point of tears to see her alive and

       19     well; and

       20                 Whereas, Erica demonstrated unusual

       21     character, courage, persistence, and composure, not

       22     only in the way she handled the ordeal, but how she

       23     responded in the aftermath.  She is a delight and a

       24     hero to us all.

       25                 Therefore, resolved by the Council of
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        2     the City of Philadelphia that we hereby honor Ms.

        3     Erica Pratt for courage and persistence far beyond

        4     her young years.

        5                 Further resolved that an engrossed copy

        6     of this resolution be presented to Erica as evidence

        7     of the very best wishes of our legislative body.

        8     And we certify that this is a true and correct copy

        9     of the original resolution passed by the Council of

       10     City of Philadelphia on the 3rd day of October,

       11     2002.  Signed by our President and all Members of

       12     Council.

       13                 And Madam President, before we clap, we

       14     would also like to recognize who are here today --

       15     certainly, Commissioner Johnson was called away on

       16     emergency.  We have Lieutenant Robert Czar of the

       17     12th, Police Officer Donna Dunbar who was

       18     instrumental in helping her, Police Officer Cathy

       19     Battle, victim assistance officer, the aunt who

       20     raised her, and we'll be with her on Saturday

       21     funeralizing her.  She's a personal friend as is

       22     Phyllis Gibson, Director of West Southwest Victim

       23     Witness Services; Anita Sample Victim Advocate West

       24     Southwest Philadelphia; Duane Hightower, Victim

       25     Advocate for West and Southwest Philadelphia.
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        2     Inspector Johnson wanted to be here, Steve Johnson,

        3     as did Captain Cerrone.  They're at Comstat.  We

        4     have three detectives from SIU whose names I do not

        5     have.  Thank you and we certainly will get your

        6     names and we thank you, thank you, thank you.  Thank

        7     you all.

        8                 (Applause.)

        9                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Erica, would

       10     you like to say something at this time?

       11                 Erica, I cannot believe you're shy.

       12                 (Laughter.)

       13                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Erica, as your

       14     family and friends, we're all very proud of you and

       15     we want you to know that we think you are a very,

       16     very courageous young lady.  God bless you.

       17                 (Applause.)

       18                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Council will

       19     be at ease.

       20                 (Council at ease.)

       21                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The next order

       22     of business is reports from committees.

       23                 The Chair recognizes Councilman Kenney

       24     for a report from the Committee on Public Property

       25     and Public Works.
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        2                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Thank you, Madam

        3     President.  The Committee on Public Property and

        4     Public Works reports four bills out with favorable

        5     recommendations.

        6                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Clerk will

        7     please read the report.

        8                 THE CLERK:  To President and Members of

        9     the Council of the City of Philadelphia, the

       10     Committee on Public Property to which was referred

       11     Bill No. 020480 entitled an ordinance authorizing

       12     the Commissioner of Public Property to execute and

       13     deliver to the Philadelphia Authority for Industrial

       14     Development without consideration a deed located in

       15     the northwest corner and Fifth and Huntingdon

       16     Street;

       17                 And Bill No. 020576 entitled an

       18     ordinance approving the sale of a certain lot or

       19     piece of City-owned ground with the buildings and

       20     improvements thereon located 923R South Second

       21     Street;

       22                 And Bill No. 020603 entitled an

       23     ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of Public

       24     Property to execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

       25     Authority for Industrial Development without
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        2     consideration a deed located on the southwest corner

        3     of American and Somerset Streets;

        4                 And Bill No. 020633 entitled an

        5     ordinance authorizing the Philadelphia Authority for

        6     Industrial Development to purchase a certain tract

        7     of land located at the southeast corner of 50th

        8     Street and Parkside Avenue for a consideration not

        9     to exceed $70,000 under and subject to the terms and

       10     conditions of the Philadelphia Industrial and

       11     Commission Development Agreement between the City,

       12     PAID, and Philadelphia Industrial Development

       13     Corporation;

       14                 Respectfully reports it has considered

       15     the same and returns the attached bills to Council

       16     with a favorable recommendation.

       17                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

       18     recognizes Councilman Kenney.

       19                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Madam President, I

       20     move the Rules of Council be suspended so as to

       21     permit first reading this day of Bills No. 020480,

       22     020576, 020603, and 020633.

       23                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Do I hear a

       24     second?

       25                 (Duly seconded.)
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        2                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

        3     moved and properly seconded that the Rules of

        4     Council be suspended so as to permit first reading

        5     this day of Bill Nos. 020480; 020576, 020603, and

        6     020633.

        7                 All in favor will signify by saying aye.

        8                 (Aye.)

        9                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed?

       10                 (No response.)

       11                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA: The ayes have

       12     it and the bills just read will be placed on today's

       13     First Reading Calendar.

       14                 Our next item of business is the

       15     consideration of the Calendar.

       16                 The Clerk will please read the bills on

       17     the First Reading Calendar.

       18                 THE CLERK:  Bill No. 020480, an

       19     ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of Public

       20     Property to execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

       21     Authority for Industrial Development without

       22     consideration a deed located in the northwest corner

       23     and Fifth and Huntingdon Street.

       24                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

       25     agrees.
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        2                 THE CLERK:  Bill No. 020576, an

        3     ordinance approving the sale of a certain lot or

        4     piece of City-owned ground with the buildings and

        5     improvements thereon erected, if any, located in

        6     923R South Second Street.

        7                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        8     agrees.

        9                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Bill No.

       10     020603, an ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of

       11     Public Property to execute and deliver to the

       12     Philadelphia Authority for Industrial Development

       13     without consideration a deed located on the

       14     southwest corner of American and Somerset Streets.

       15                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

       16     agrees.

       17                 THE CLERK:  And Bill No. 020633, an

       18     ordinance authorizing the Philadelphia Authority for

       19     Industrial Development to purchase a certain tract

       20     of land located at the southeast corner of 50th

       21     Street and Parkside Avenue.

       22                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

       23     agrees.

       24                 The bills read by the Clerk will be

       25     placed on the Second Reading and Final Passage
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        2     Calendar for our next Session.

        3                 That concludes the First Reading

        4     Calendar.

        5                 The Chair now recognizes Councilwoman

        6     Blackwell for the purpose of calling up bills on

        7     Second Reading and Final Passage Calendar to be

        8     considered today.

        9                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you,

       10     Madam President.  We thank you for your patience.

       11     Today, Bill Nos. 020412-A, 020490, 020491, 020498,

       12     020539, 020540, 020541, 020542, 020543, and 020591

       13     are being called up for consideration for the Second

       14     Reading and Final Passage Calendar.  All other bills

       15     are being held.

       16                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Clerk will

       17     please read the title of Bill No. 020412-A.

       18                 THE CLERK:  An ordinance authorizing

       19     G2S2 Associates, owner of the property 1605-1627

       20     Sansom Street, to construct and maintain a building

       21     encroachment over and above the north footway of the

       22     1600 block of Sansom Street, all under certain terms

       23     and conditions.

       24                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

       25     having been read on two different days, the question
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        2     now is shall the bill pass finally?

        3                 The Clerk will please call the roll.

        4                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

        5                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

        6                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

        7                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Aye.

        8                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

        9                 COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

       10                 THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

       11                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Aye.

       12                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

       13                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

       14                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

       15                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

       16                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

       17                 COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

       18                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

       19                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

       20                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

       21                 COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

       22                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

       23                 COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

       24                 THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

       25                 COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.
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        2                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

        3                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

        4                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

        5                 COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

        6                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

        7                 COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.

        8                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

        9                 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

       10                 THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

       11                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Aye.

       12                 The ayes are 16, the nays are 0.  A

       13     majority of all Members of Council having voted in

       14     the affirmative, this bill passes.

       15                 The Clerk will please read the title of

       16     Bill No. 020490.

       17                 THE CLERK:  An ordinance amending

       18     Section 19-1301 of the Philadelphia Code entitled,

       19     "Real Estate Taxes," by providing that real estate

       20     taxes imposed under that section shall be based upon

       21     the assessed value of real estate as returned by the

       22     Board of Revision of Taxes in 2001, thereby freezing

       23     such real estate taxes at the level imposed for

       24     taxes years 2002, under certain terms and

       25     conditions.
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        2                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

        3     This bill having been on two different days, the

        4     question now is shall the bill pass finally?

        5                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Madam Chair.

        6                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Yes.  The

        7     Chair recognizes Councilman DiCicco.

        8                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Thank you, Madam

        9     Chair.  I wish to speak on this bill.

       10                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Yes.

       11                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Madam Chair, today

       12     I'm calling on a vote for Bills 020490 and 020491,

       13     more commonly referred to as the freeze bills

       14     because I believe that the City Council must act to

       15     ensure thousands of our homeowners that they will

       16     not have to pay these outraging, unwise, and totally

       17     counterproductive property real estate taxes this

       18     year.

       19                 I, like many of you, have received

       20     countless letters and phone calls from angry

       21     homeowners who want to know what this City Council

       22     will do to stop these increases.  Some homeowners

       23     have asked me if they should hire an attorney to

       24     represent them on their appeal.  Others have spent

       25     their quality time compiling detailed research on
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        2     how similar properties on their block received

        3     shockingly disparate increases.

        4                 All of these homeowners hope that they

        5     can somehow lessen the blow of their property tax

        6     increases by showing the blatant inequities in our

        7     property tax system.  But these homeowners also

        8     realize that they will probably have to pay higher

        9     increases unless City Council directly acts on their

       10     behalf.

       11                 We should stand by them and fight to

       12     stop these increases so that true reform can be

       13     realized.  In the meantime, I believe that a freeze

       14     gives our homeowners the temporary but necessary

       15     relief that they deserve.

       16                 A freeze is not a long-term solution.

       17     Rather, it is simply a first step in a long process

       18     towards real property tax reform.  Like our Mayor,

       19     then Councilman Street, said about the freeze bill

       20     in 1981, "It's simply a very, very, very small

       21     beginning."

       22                 We should take our time to develop a

       23     long-term solution by stepping back and looking at

       24     the entire landscape.  Yet our efforts to develop a

       25     long-term solution should not preclude my freeze
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        2     legislation.  I believe that we should freeze and

        3     then reform.

        4                 While we undergo this necessary debate

        5     over what long-term solution, we in the short-term

        6     assure our constituents that they do not have to pay

        7     these outrages increases.

        8                 We know from our public hearing and the

        9     many community meetings that were held throughout

       10     this City attended by thousands of homeowners across

       11     this City that the property tax system is broken and

       12     that these recent increases are unfair.  Obviously,

       13     something is dreadfully wrong with the process.  No

       14     one should receive a property tax bill in one year

       15     that doubles and even triples what he or she paid

       16     the year before.

       17                 It was pointed out during the hearings

       18     by Mr. Glancey of the BRT that many of the

       19     properties that were now being reassessed had to be

       20     reassessed because they haven't been for the last 10

       21     years.

       22                 As further evidence as to why this

       23     system is flawed, I present to you some of the

       24     envelopes -- and you will see four extra bags on

       25     that cart.  But these are envelopes that were
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        2     returned to my office after I spent almost $30,000

        3     to mail the constituents in the 1st Councilmatic

        4     District an appeal form who have received increases

        5     this year.  The BRT gave me the addresses of the

        6     homeowners on a disk.  They get their disk,

        7     according to the testimony from Mr. Glancey, from

        8     the Department of Records.  It's kind of like he

        9     said on a cartridge.  I always think of Gimbels and

       10     Wanamakers and Litt Brothers, those of you in the

       11     audience remember, they had that air tube and they

       12     would put the cylinder inside there and you'd hear

       13     this "shoop, boom," and it would go up someplace.  I

       14     always wondered what would happen to that cylinder

       15     if it got stuck from the ground floor to the

       16     personnel department or the crediting department.

       17     They have a similar situation, I think, in terms of

       18     notification to our homeowners.  It's the same list

       19     that the BRT uses to send out notices to homeowners

       20     who are getting property tax increases.

       21                 Does this mean that the people don't

       22     know that they received increases or not?  Some of

       23     these envelopes represent vacant lots and abandoned

       24     buildings, while others have the wrong owner or

       25     address.  In fact, one of these returned envelopes
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        2     was addressed to me for a property that I sold 10

        3     years ago.  The BRT was kind enough to send me that

        4     notice that the property taxes were being increased

        5     for that address.  Again, they get their information

        6     from the Department of Records.

        7                 I believe that these returned envelopes

        8     prove beyond any doubt that we need to reform this

        9     system.  The BRT, the Revenue Department, and the

       10     Department of Records should know where their

       11     property tax notices are being billed.  Our City

       12     homeowners should be confident that the information

       13     is accurate and fair.  It is obvious by all of these

       14     envelopes and our supporting evidence that it is

       15     not.  And again, I point out to you these envelopes

       16     only represent the envelopes that were sent in the

       17     1st Councilmatic District.  They represent around

       18     3,000 returned envelopes, which is about 10 percent

       19     of the 31,000 notices that I sent out at my expense.

       20     So I would have to assume that the other nine

       21     districts have similar return issues as well.

       22                 So I respectfully urge my colleagues to

       23     vote for a freeze.  We must stop these

       24     unconscionable increases until we find a fair and

       25     more equitable way of taxing properties in this
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        2     City.  We owe it to our homeowners to freeze and

        3     then reform this broken property tax system.

        4                 On September the 12th when I introduced

        5     these two bills, within a day or two, Mr. Keel who

        6     is the PR person for the Mayor, suggested that these

        7     bills were stupid and absurd.  I remember the Dooms

        8     Day sayers earlier this year who suggested that if

        9     we went forward with the wage tax decreases that

       10     libraries, rec centers would be closing, police and

       11     fire personnel all over the City would be laid off.

       12     I say to Mr. Keel, we would be stupid if we didn't

       13     do something about this bill and pass the freeze

       14     bill now.

       15                 Thank you, Madam President.

       16                 (Applause.)

       17                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

       18                 The Chair recognizes Councilman Clarke.

       19                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Thank you, Madam

       20     President.  Madam President, I actually believe in

       21     and am in agreement with a substantial amount of

       22     what my colleague has just indicated.  I believe

       23     that to a large degree the system is broken, but I'm

       24     concerned about a premature action by this Council

       25     just because of that fact.  The reality is we have
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        2     called for, meaning the full Council, with very

        3     eloquent speeches as recently as two weeks ago about

        4     we as a Council sitting down together and trying to

        5     figure out where we need to go.  As a result of

        6     that, you showed leadership and you called, I

        7     believe, two meetings to discuss this very important

        8     issue.  My understanding based on those meetings is

        9     that we didn't have all the appropriate information

       10     to ensure that we will make the most prudent

       11     decision.

       12                 I have before me a letter from the

       13     School District of Philadelphia that indicates that

       14     there could be some potential problems associated

       15     with any freeze or any reduction in revenue to allow

       16     the operation and the debt service on any particular

       17     bonds that the School District may float.

       18                 While I agree with my colleague that we

       19     should, in fact, do something, I am extremely

       20     concerned about doing that today at this particular

       21     time.  Therefore, I'm asking my colleague to hold

       22     the bill, continue the discussion.

       23                 I understand that there have been

       24     several meetings yesterday by Members of this

       25     Council with the Administration.  I understand that



                                                                50
        1      10/31/02 - STATED - 2ND READING AND FINAL PASSAGE

        2     there is apparently some discussion about having a

        3     meeting with the School District to talk about this

        4     very important issue.  And as a result of that, I'm

        5     asking for my colleague to hold that bill so we can

        6     continue the discussions.

        7                 In the discussion that we had in your

        8     office, Madam President, the other day, it's my

        9     understand based on information that we got from the

       10     BRT that the appeal process for the condominium and

       11     the industrial buildings will be delayed for another

       12     two weeks.  The appeal process will be extended into

       13     the end of November.  I think it's also prudent for

       14     us to wait until that process takes place so we will

       15     know what the financial implications will be on the

       16     City and the School District.

       17                 I'll just ask my colleague to hold these

       18     bills so we can continue these discussions.  I don't

       19     think that if these bills are held -- and I

       20     understand his concern about the issue.  It's very

       21     important.  I have been handling a substantial

       22     amount of individuals in my district, particularly

       23     in the lower part --

       24                 (Microphone off.)

       25                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The
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        2     Councilman's microphone is not on.

        3                 (Pause.)

        4                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Councilman,

        5     why don't we try without the mike.

        6                 (Pause.)

        7                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Can we try

        8     again.

        9                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Thank you, Madam

       10     President.  As I was saying, Madam President, it is

       11     clear to me that we at least as a Council we are

       12     making progress in this very important discussion.

       13     I think it is premature to vote on this particular

       14     bill at this particular time.  As recent as last

       15     night, I attended a community meeting in a part of

       16     my district.  One of the ladies in the meeting said,

       17     "Do not freeze the taxes because my taxes go down

       18     this year."  Now, I understand that's probably not

       19     obviously the overwhelming majority of the

       20     individuals in the City of Philadelphia.  I think it

       21     is premature, particularly given what we all agreed

       22     to based on the discussions over the last two weeks

       23     as recent as yesterday.

       24                 I understand as a part of that

       25     discussion, Madam President, you want to reach out
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        2     to pertinent parties on this very important issue.

        3     And my understanding -- I'm not clear because I

        4     haven't gotten any feedback.  Madam President, as a

        5     result of that, I'm asking again my colleague to

        6     hold the bills.  And I understand because I went to

        7     several meetings in which I was screamed and

        8     hollered at for two and a half hours.  And at the

        9     end of meeting they apologized and said they had to

       10     holler at somebody.  I understand.  But I'm asking

       11     my colleague to hold the bills at this particular

       12     time and continue the discussion.  Thank you, Madam

       13     President.

       14                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.  I

       15     have no indication as to who wants to be recognized

       16     because my Mike may be working, but I don't see

       17     anything on the screen.

       18                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Do we have lawyers on

       19     staff?

       20                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  I beg your

       21     pardon?

       22                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Do we have lawyers on

       23     staff?

       24                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Yes, we do.

       25                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Could one of them
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        2     issue a legal opinion as to whether the potential

        3     passage of either of these bills would, in fact,

        4     freeze property tax assessments?

        5                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Councilman

        6     Goode, the City Solicitor has issued an opinion on

        7     this.

        8                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  He says the bills are

        9     illegal.

       10                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  That's right.

       11     That's his opinion.

       12                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  This is the

       13     Solicitor's opinion.  Does the City Council agree

       14     with that opinion?

       15                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Madam President,

       16     point of order.

       17                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  That is the

       18     City Solicitor's job, not the job of our technical

       19     staff.

       20                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Why do we employ

       21     technical staff that are lawyers if we don't have

       22     independent counsel?

       23                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  I thought that

       24     the City Solicitor is our Chief Counsel.

       25                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Chief Counsel.  But
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        2     we do have legal counsel employed by the

        3     Councilpeople.  I would like them to give an opinion

        4     on whether successful passage of either of these

        5     bills would actually, in fact, freeze property tax

        6     assessments.

        7                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Point of order, Madam

        8     Chair.

        9                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

       10     recognizes Councilman Ortiz.

       11                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  We also have two

       12     lawyers on City Council --

       13                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Point of order.

       14                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Councilman

       15     Ortiz.

       16                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  The opinion of the

       17     City Solicitor is the opinion of the City Solicitor.

       18     City Council legislates.  It passes and it goes

       19     through to the Mayor and the Mayor signs it,

       20     notwithstanding whether the City Solicitor says that

       21     it's legal or illegal.  The City Solicitor is not

       22     the final determinant.  A judge is the final

       23     determinant of whether something is legal or not and

       24     constitutional.

       25                 We use a City Solicitor as a frame of
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        2     reference.  This Council has passed legislation over

        3     the opinion of many City Solicitors.  We had

        4     legislation on gun control legislation that the City

        5     Solicitor at that time said we did not have the

        6     power to do it.  We took it all the way up to the

        7     Supreme Court because the Mayor signed it, the

        8     majority of Council agreed with it.  Sometimes we

        9     pass legislation that runs counter to the advice of

       10     the City Solicitor because the City Solicitor, after

       11     all, represents, for most of all, the

       12     Administration.  So the City Solicitor is a frame of

       13     reference but not an opinion that will disallow us

       14     or just say to us that we cannot legislate.  A City

       15     Solicitor is not the judge nor the jury, not the

       16     Supreme Court.

       17                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Point of information,

       18     Madam President.  I was not even referencing the

       19     City Solicitor's opinion.  I was asking whether, not

       20     if we think we're voting on legal bills but whether

       21     we think we're voting on illegal bills.  What is the

       22     opinion of the lawyers on this Council, the lawyers

       23     on Council staff as to whether we're actually voting

       24     on illegal bills.  If we know they're illegal, if

       25     it's the opinion of people that we're voting on
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        2     illegal bills, then why are we doing it?

        3                 COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Madam President,

        4     can I be recognized?

        5                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Let me just

        6     answer that, if I may.  I believe this is almost a

        7     duplication of a bill that was passed in 1980 or

        8     '81.  I think by the time it got to court, it was

        9     '81.  But I believe at that time the City Solicitor,

       10     in fact, rendered a decision that he felt that it

       11     was illegal and that's how we got to court.  The

       12     Council voted on the bill.  It was passed.  The

       13     Mayor vetoed and we went to court.

       14                 And the same thing can happen here.  It

       15     could become the decision of a court whether we were

       16     acting in a legal or illegal manner.

       17                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  And what was the

       18     Court's decision?  Was the Court's decision the bill

       19     was legal or illegal?

       20                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  That was a

       21     settlement.

       22                 The Chair recognizes Councilman Cohen.

       23                 COUNCILMAN COHEN:  As one of the

       24     survivors of 1980, let me report on exactly what

       25     happened.  At that point Mayor Street was then a new
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        2     Councilman coming in.  I was a Councilman who had

        3     had a previous term of office in the late '60s and

        4     early '70s.  And together, then Councilman Street

        5     and I engineered the following:  The same kind of

        6     increase was proposed.  We were both -- and

        7     Councilmembers were as concerned as Councilman

        8     Clarke and Councilman DiCicco have indicated their

        9     concerns.  And I think all of us in Council are very

       10     much concerned by these increases.  We didn't know

       11     what would happen.

       12                 And as a matter of fact, nobody knows

       13     how to make a property tax fair.  Nobody anywhere in

       14     the country has ever established a fair property tax

       15     situation.  That's the reason why in almost every

       16     state in the United States there are this kind of

       17     dispute raging.  In fact, in the Pennsylvania

       18     gubernatorial contest, the question of fairness of

       19     property taxes are being raised.

       20                 But the then Councilman Street and I got

       21     together and said, somehow we've got to find out is

       22     there any way of getting a legal decision.  And we

       23     decided on what I think has been wrongly called a

       24     freeze.  We probably also called it a freeze, but

       25     it's not really a freeze.  We're looking for a way
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        2     to hold up the action on the increase, one way or

        3     the other.  And the way Councilman Street and I

        4     argued at that time, with Councilman Street probably

        5     louder and more effective than I was, but we both

        6     argued to Mayor Green that if you can get the Board

        7     of Revision of Taxes to hold up the effective date,

        8     not send out the letters demanding payment by a

        9     given date, but set a moratorium, we can try to work

       10     this thing out.  Mayor Green, like now Mayor

       11     Street -- maybe this happens to all people who

       12     become mayors -- said, "No, I want you to hold up,

       13     but I'm not going to stop the Board of Revision of

       14     Taxes from doing anything.  The tax bills will go

       15     out."

       16                 At that point, Council felt, as many of

       17     us feel now, there's no other way we can get any

       18     time to test this in court.  Many of us sincerely

       19     believe -- I'm an attorney for many years.  I

       20     believe that what's happening is by all legal

       21     standards unfair, unjust, violates every concept I

       22     know of due process and will not be upheld by the

       23     Court.  Now, that's my belief.  That was the belief

       24     then of Councilman Street, too, but we didn't know

       25     what the courts would do, but we said at least let's
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        2     go somewhere where we can get a fair decision.  So

        3     we decided on this proposal.  It's called a freeze.

        4     What it really is is a request for delay.

        5                 Then Mayor Green then vetoed the bill

        6     and then City Council filed a suit in court.  The

        7     judge said to the parties, to the attorneys for the

        8     parties, "This is simple.  Do you want to spend the

        9     next 10 years litigating, fighting in court whether

       10     or not there should be a real tax in Philadelphia

       11     and what the amount should be or do the parties want

       12     to get together?"

       13                 Well, we got together.  The effect that

       14     time, there was no legal decision by the judge

       15     because the parties decided not to litigate for the

       16     next 10 years because the City would have starved to

       17     death by that time and all of us would have starved

       18     to death also in Council because we couldn't get

       19     paid if the City had no money coming in.

       20                 The two parties got together and worked

       21     out an agreement whereby the increase that the Board

       22     of Revision of Taxes had proposed was stretched out

       23     over a six-year period of time.  And everybody

       24     seemed to feel that was fair because nobody was

       25     ganged up to an impossible amount on the increase.
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        2                 We all know the City needs money.

        3     Nobody wants to fight a fair tax scheme, but nobody

        4     wants to be in a position where our older people in

        5     the City are frightened to death as to where they're

        6     going to be living after they find themselves unable

        7     to pay the taxes and the City forecloses.  Poor

        8     people are concerned.  Women with kids are

        9     concerned.

       10                 Poor people in Philadelphia have real

       11     problems.  But even rich people, even rich people

       12     have some rights.

       13                 (Laughter.)

       14                 COUNCILMAN COHEN:  But if rich people

       15     bought homes in Philadelphia based upon the notions

       16     of the last 30 years a certain property had a very

       17     low rate, it obviously is unfair once we nab them as

       18     a purchaser to turn around overnight and, you know,

       19     increase by 100, 200, 300 percent the taxes.

       20     There's got to be an element of fairness and due

       21     process.  People have to know in advance basically

       22     what their tax liabilities are reasonably going to

       23     be.  That's why, I think, all of us can get

       24     together.

       25                 I think Councilman DiCicco makes a
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        2     number of fine points.  I think Councilman Clarke

        3     did.  But the only way we know is to get into court

        4     because the Mayor will do nothing.  The Board of

        5     Revision of Taxes says it's powerless to grant this

        6     moratorium.  All we're seeking is time.  It will be

        7     too late to do anything if we don't act now.  And

        8     that's the reason why I think Councilman DiCicco is

        9     wise in presenting the bills today to give us the

       10     time to work out a fair system.

       11                 Now, I hope that answers Councilman

       12     Goode's question because it wasn't a legal opinion

       13     filed; the parties agreed on a fair proposal.

       14                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Councilman, could

       15     you repeat that rich part again for me?

       16                 COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Rich people, I said,

       17     deserve fair treatment.  Everybody does.  That's

       18     what the United States is.  And a lot of rich people

       19     are being hurt, but the ones that are really being

       20     hurt -- rich people get hurt in the pocketbook.  The

       21     poor people, the working people often get hurt by

       22     being forced out of their homes.  That may not

       23     happen to rich people, but I don't think we want the

       24     streets of Philadelphia repopulated by new homeless

       25     contingent of people who can't afford to pay
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        2     unconscionable taxes.

        3                 The real problem with the property tax

        4     is simple:  It increases your taxes but, unless you

        5     own the property and are renting it out to somebody

        6     else, it doesn't increase your income.  That's the

        7     reason there is so much opposition throughout the

        8     country to property taxes.

        9                 Think of people living on a Social

       10     Security income of $200 a month and think of a 10

       11     percent increase.  Even $100 a year kills those

       12     people.  They have no means of increasing their

       13     income.

       14                 So everybody's agreed property taxes are

       15     unfair.  We try to work out the best possible

       16     compromise.  But at this point, we need time.

       17                 One other thing, Madam President, if I

       18     may.  I know the Administration now, as then back in

       19     1980, said it is an innocent bystander, it had

       20     nothing whatever to do with the increase by the

       21     Board of Revision of Taxes.  Well, you know, I

       22     wasn't born yesterday; just look at me.

       23                 (Laughter.)

       24                 COUNCILMAN COHEN:  The year I was born

       25     was 1914.  And even then, no Board of Revision of
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        2     Taxes ever raised the assessment rate without full

        3     consultation with the Mayor.  And the reason is

        4     simple.  A Mayor meets with the agency.  Sure, the

        5     Mayor doesn't make those appointments, but the

        6     budget of the Board of Revision of taxes depends

        7     upon how the Mayor makes his recommendation to the

        8     City Council to vote on the budget.  So that the

        9     Mayor has great influence, and no one -- Mayor Green

       10     said the same thing that Mayor Street is saying now:

       11     "Oh, I didn't know there was even going to be this

       12     increase, but I need it."

       13                 And that's what Mayor Street is saying.

       14     And we understand that.  That's what mayors always

       15     have to say.

       16                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Point of order, Madam

       17     President.  I accept Councilman Cohen's legal

       18     opinion.

       19                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Councilman

       20     Cohen, are you finished?

       21                 COUNCILMAN COHEN:  I'm done at this

       22     point, yes.

       23                 I think this is the only fair proposal

       24     to get the time.  All we want is the people not be

       25     frightened to death that they're going to get
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        2     evicted from their homes.

        3                 I think a government -- the first

        4     element of any government is to be fair.  And what

        5     happened this time was plainly not fair.  And it

        6     wasn't fair no matter whether you were rich or

        7     whether you were poor, but the poor face the real

        8     dangers of adding to the homeless group.  And so

        9     anything we can do to ensure there will be enough

       10     time and people won't be threatened with

       11     foreclosures of the homes, won't be threatened with

       12     penalties for not paying taxes, that's important to

       13     do.  And I think these bills achieve that purpose.

       14     Thank you, Madam President.

       15                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

       16                 The Chair recognizes Councilwoman Brown.

       17                 COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you, Madam

       18     President.  I will hold my remarks until we pull up

       19     Bill 020491.

       20                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair at

       21     this time recognizes Councilman Kenney.

       22                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Thank you, Madam

       23     President.  I'll be brief.  I first want to

       24     congratulate and thank Councilman DiCicco for all

       25     his hard work in this effort.  I think he gave a
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        2     tremendous speech which really explained to all of

        3     us here and to the public at home what he is trying

        4     to do.

        5                 This bill, as he said, is not a solution

        6     to this problem.  It is a vehicle for us to get into

        7     court.  It is a vehicle for us to continue holding

        8     our own feet and the feet of the Administration to

        9     the fire in an effort to get a resolution.

       10                 If, in fact, we -- and I'd agree with

       11     Councilman Clarke.  I think we need to talk.  I

       12     think we need to negotiate with the Administration,

       13     but let us not lose sight of the fact that these

       14     bills are going out in December or early January.

       15     And it's going to be very difficult, if not

       16     possible, to effect a solution or a resolution to

       17     this problem if, in fact, our citizens have received

       18     a final bill for them to pay.  It's going to be very

       19     difficult to explain to our constituents and

       20     homeowners when they get these tax bills that

       21     represents the large assessment increase or the

       22     result of the large assessment increase, it will be

       23     nearly impossible for us to explain to them that

       24     we're doing something to try to resolve this very

       25     serious problem.  I think we should pursue
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        2     consideration of the 4 percent solution, the 10

        3     percent solution, the deferral.  We should talk to

        4     and speak with and negotiate with the

        5     Administration.  If we do not have these bills as a

        6     vehicle to get into court where the real solution

        7     most probably will come, then we're going to have a

        8     situation of total confusion and chaos.

        9                 And, you know, and I'll be fair and

       10     honest with you right up front here.  You know,

       11     everyone here is running for election next time.

       12     And if we're not going to have a way to resolve

       13     these people's problems fairly and the chaos ensues

       14     from the tax bills going out, you're not going to

       15     have many open ears to listen to what we have to say

       16     about how we're going to fix the problems that these

       17     taxpayers and citizens are facing.

       18                 So while I agree with both Councilman

       19     Clarke and Councilman DiCicco that we need to

       20     continue to negotiate with the Administration,

       21     unless we have another vehicle, another venue,

       22     wherein to have this discussion in a court of the

       23     law to effect a consent decree, to effect a

       24     resolution or a settlement to this issue, those

       25     bills will be out the barn door in December and I
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        2     think woe to us all.  Thank you, Madam President.

        3                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:   Thank you.

        4                 Councilman O'Neill, did you want to be

        5     recognized?

        6                 COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  We have enough

        7     legal opinions.

        8                 (Laughter.)

        9                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Who else wants

       10     to be recognized?  Councilman DiCicco.

       11                 COUNCILMAN COHEN:  (Inaudible.  Off the

       12     microphone.)

       13                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Do you mind

       14     yielding, Councilman DiCicco, to Councilman Cohen?

       15                 Councilman Cohen.

       16                 COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Thank you.  Only a

       17     judge at this point has the power to stop the bill

       18     from going out.  He is the only one.  Any judge to

       19     whom this case will be referred to in court would

       20     have the power to issue an injunction.  Most likely

       21     he would say to the Board, "If I grant you this

       22     power to stop it, will you stop it?"  And they would

       23     say yes to a judge, and then they would be home free

       24     and clear.  Only a judge at this table can do

       25     anything.  That's the essential reason for going to
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        2     court.  At some point, judges do do useful things.

        3                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Madam President.

        4                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        5     recognizes Councilman DiCicco.

        6                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Thank you, Madam

        7     President.  I was going to make comments that have

        8     already been made by my colleague Councilman Kenney.

        9     I agree with the comments of my colleague Councilman

       10     Kenney and those were some of remarks I was prepared

       11     to make, that the clock is ticking.  I also would

       12     also agree with friend and colleague Councilmember

       13     Clarke.  I am not saying that these are the absolute

       14     bills.  I fully understand that the impact on the

       15     budget of both the City and the School District if

       16     we had a permanent freeze on the recent

       17     reassessments.  I'm only asking that we step back.

       18     I think that Bill 020490 and 020491 keep the

       19     pressure on all of us in Council and the

       20     Administration to do something and do it quickly.

       21                 In less than 33 days, the tax bill will

       22     be getting mailed out to the homeowners.  And if I

       23     have it correctly, Council is not in session next

       24     Thursday.  And I believe we will not be in session

       25     the Thursday which is Thanksgiving.  So by my
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        2     calculations, I think we will only be in session two

        3     Thursdays in the month of November.  We don't have

        4     all that much time.  Let's keep the pressure on.

        5                 Again, the only comments I've ever heard

        6     were from Mr. Keel.  That is not the kind of dialog

        7     I wanted to create when I introduced these bills.

        8                 I would ask for a roll call.  I'm

        9     calling up the vote now for a final vote.  Thank

       10     you.

       11                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

       12                 Councilman Clarke.

       13                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Madam President, can

       14     I have 10 seconds.

       15                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Yes.

       16                 (Pause.)

       17                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Councilman,

       18     while we're waiting, Councilman Cohen, did you have

       19     your hand up also?

       20                 COUNCILMAN COHEN:  No.  I think I've

       21     spoken enough at the moment.

       22                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  At this time,

       23     the Chair now recognizes Councilman Clarke.

       24                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Madam President, I

       25     need some clarification, not only on the bills, but
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        2     also on what happened yesterday.  In your recent

        3     statements today -- and maybe I misheard you.  I

        4     thought you said we agreed to do a freeze.  And at

        5     no point in time during that discussion did I hear

        6     anybody agreeing on a freeze.

        7                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Are you

        8     addressing that to me?

        9                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Yes, ma'am.

       10                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  I never said

       11     the word "freeze."

       12                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  I misheard you.  I

       13     thought earlier in your discussion you said that we

       14     agreed --

       15                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Are you

       16     talking about my comments in the Caucus Room?

       17                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  No, ma'am.  Today.

       18     When you were last speaking earlier on the

       19     particular bill, I thought you said --

       20                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  No, no.  I think I

       21     was addressing a question that Councilman Goode had

       22     about whether or not our attorneys looked at the

       23     legality of this.  And I said they had not.  We had

       24     received a letter from the City Solicitor saying

       25     that all of the bills that we introduced was
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        2     illegal.  And I referred back to 1980 when the

        3     identical bill that we're considering now was listed

        4     and it went to court.  I did not say anything about

        5     a freeze.

        6                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  I misheard you.

        7     Madam President, I need to ask, what was the purpose

        8     of yesterday's meetings -- or, actually, the day

        9     before, with respect to discussing the tax bills on

       10     the table?

       11                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The day before

       12     yesterday we did, in fact, call Members of Council

       13     in with our technical staff to go over the

       14     memorandum that was issued the week before to

       15     ascertain if anyone had any questions or they needed

       16     some clarification on what each bill would do.

       17                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  It was not to get a

       18     sense of where we may go with respect to these bills

       19     either supporting --

       20                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Nobody really

       21     indicated in which direction they wanted to go.  At

       22     the conclusion of that meeting, I think we said that

       23     we would talk to both the Mayor and to Mr. Vallas.

       24     I indicated in the Caucus Room earlier -- and I

       25     don't know whether you were present at the time --
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        2     that I did, in fact, meet with the Mayor yesterday.

        3     He expressed concern over these bills.  He said that

        4     he would certainly talk to the sponsors of the bills

        5     and would certainly be willing and interested in

        6     talking to Members of City Council.

        7                 I indicated that I would call Mr.

        8     Vallas.  I did call Mr. Vallas that very day.  I

        9     received a call from him late yesterday afternoon.

       10     He told me that by 9:30 today he would send a

       11     letter.  The letter was submitted to me this

       12     morning.  I made copies for every Member of Council.

       13     It has been submitted.  And that's where we are,

       14     Councilman Clarke.

       15                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Thank you.  Madam

       16     President, I have some questions.  Maybe I shouldn't

       17     be asking you these questions, but I need some

       18     clarity on the process.

       19                 What's the understanding of when the tax

       20     bills will come out for this particular assessment?

       21                 And maybe Councilman DiCicco actually

       22     can answer that question.

       23                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  I think we

       24     were told yesterday that the bills would probably go

       25     out in December because in order for people to be
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        2     able to get a discount, I think they would have to

        3     be received 30 days prior to the actual payment

        4     date.

        5                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  How many sessions of

        6     Council do we have before the end of this year?

        7                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  I'd have to

        8     check the calendar.

        9                 Five, not counting this one.

       10                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Councilman, you had

       11     indicated that you're talking about a temporary

       12     freeze, Councilman DiCicco.  Talk to me about the

       13     mechanics of the bill.

       14                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Temporary could be

       15     a day.  Temporary could be a month.  It could be

       16     longer.  What I want is for these bills to keep the

       17     pressure on all of us and the Administration to do

       18     what the Administration has said they will be doing,

       19     is talk to the sponsors of all of these bills to

       20     work out a solution that is fair and equitable.  We

       21     can do this in a relatively short period of time, I

       22     believe, in my opinion, to come up with a bill that

       23     meets with the approval of majority of City Council,

       24     not unlike what we were able to do with the wage tax

       25     bills.  There was a lot of dissention on the wage
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        2     tax bill initially, earlier this year.  We worked

        3     through a process.  We got full support.  In the

        4     end, we passed a bill, a meaningful bill that was

        5     the right thing to do for the citizens of this City.

        6     I believe if we don't do these freezes -- it's been

        7     35 or 40 days since I introduced this bill.  Nothing

        8     really has happened except for a lot of bills being

        9     introduced.  We need to work hard over the next few

       10     weeks to come up with a bill that is appropriate and

       11     fair and responsible.

       12                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  So you're telling me

       13     that this freeze could be in place five years, it

       14     could be five weeks?

       15                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Well, I don't think

       16     it will be five years because I fully intend to go

       17     to the courts if we don't get any action and I'll

       18     file a class action suit on behalf of the citizens.

       19     And I said that from Day One.

       20                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Councilman, I'm

       21     talking about a legislative process.  You're asking

       22     Members to vote on the bill that has no time line

       23     with respect to the freeze.  You're telling me that

       24     there's no time line so this freeze could be five

       25     years, it could be --
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        2                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  If the bill passes

        3     today, the Mayor has a certain amount of days to

        4     either sign the bill, veto the bill, or let it pass.

        5     Then, in between -- from now to then, we need to sit

        6     down and work hard about what it is we want in terms

        7     of a permanent solution to the reassessment problems

        8     in the City.  Is it a percentage that we will

        9     guarantee that it won't be higher of on an annual

       10     basis?  There's a whole host of things that are on

       11     our plate.

       12                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  But, Councilman,

       13     that's not in the bill.

       14                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  You can't put that

       15     in bill.  You can't really put that in the bill

       16     because then it becomes another bill.

       17                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Councilman, you can

       18     put a time line in a bill.  What I'm asking --

       19                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Madam President,

       20     point of other.

       21                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

       22     recognizes Councilman Kenney.

       23                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  With all due

       24     respect, and I know that this is a serious issue and

       25     we need lot of discussion, but we had, I believe,
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        2     two or three public hearings on these bills.  All

        3     the questions on mechanics and what was in the bills

        4     was the opportunity to ask that then.  We're on

        5     final passage.  Again, with all due respect, I'm not

        6     trying to be rude, but we're here at the final time

        7     to vote on this thing.  All these questions could

        8     have been asked at the hearings.  There could have

        9     been amendments offered at the hearings, but they

       10     weren't.  And I don't think it's appropriate, in my

       11     opinion, to be going through another public hearing

       12     on a bill that's on final passage.  Thank you.

       13                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Councilman, thank

       14     you for your opinion.

       15                 Councilman DiCicco, I'm still trying to

       16     get clarity.  You're asking us to vote for a bill

       17     today that has no time line.  I just simply need to

       18     get a clear understanding if the Mayor let's the

       19     bill pass and the Mayor takes no action, there's no

       20     negotiations between the Administration, the BRT,

       21     then there will be potentially a permanent freeze.

       22     There could be a freeze a year.  I mean, there's no

       23     time line on this freeze.  I know we have done bills

       24     in the past that indicate certain time lines with

       25     respect to the implementation of the bill or the
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        2     termination of the bill and we ask for annual votes

        3     on the bill.  I'm just trying to get clarity on the

        4     bill.  It's just kind of ambiguous in terms of what

        5     this bill actually will do beyond simply imposing a

        6     freeze, particularly with respect to the time line.

        7                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Again, the only way

        8     I can explain it, not being an attorney, is that it

        9     gives us -- it puts the pressure on us to do some

       10     meaningful legislation in terms of property tax

       11     assessments to fix the broken system.  What it says,

       12     in my opinion, is that if we don't do something, if

       13     we don't do something, what do we have?  A bunch of

       14     bills that are sitting out there that are going

       15     nowhere.

       16                 The people in this City, the citizens

       17     and the homeowners in the City want something to

       18     happen and they want it to happen quickly.

       19                 This is a temporary bill that puts the

       20     pressure and keeps the pressure on all of us to do

       21     the job that we've been elected to do, and that's to

       22     figure out a better way in which we assess

       23     properties -- one of the things, in which we assess

       24     properties in the City.  If there was a time of 30

       25     days, what happens on the 31st day if we haven't
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        2     done anything.  Do we do another 30 days?  I don't

        3     think that's the appropriate approach because we can

        4     at times get a little bit lax because of other

        5     things that we have to do.  We all have a very full

        6     agenda.  And if we don't keep the pressure on

        7     ourselves, nothing will happen.

        8                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  So you're saying

        9     that this a temporary freeze.  Is that language in

       10     the bill?

       11                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  I've said that in

       12     my statement.

       13                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Is that language in

       14     the bill?

       15                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  I don't know if --

       16     it doesn't say temporary.  It doesn't say temporary,

       17     it doesn't say that, no.  In my statement it does.

       18                 Madam President, with all due respect,

       19     I've asked for the roll call on two occasions.  I'd

       20     like to move forward.

       21                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Councilman, if you

       22     want this to be a temporary freeze, why don't you

       23     simply amend the bill to include that language?

       24                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Temporary for how

       25     long?  It's an open-ended statement.  Temporary is
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        2     open-ended.  We know we have a job to do.  Let's get

        3     on the ball and start doing it and stop worrying

        4     about what the language says as far as 30 days, 60

        5     days, a year.  Let's get moving.

        6                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Well, Councilman, I

        7     take my vote relatively serious.

        8                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  And I know you do.

        9     No disrespect to you, but there is a bill in front

       10     of us.  As Councilman Kenney said, we've had

       11     hearings, we've had debate.  Now today we're

       12     debating the bill.

       13                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Well, Councilman, I

       14     believe that that's my prerogative as a

       15     Councilperson to ask a question on a particular

       16     bill.  I'm simply asking --

       17                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Point of order.

       18                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

       19     recognizes Councilman Ortiz for a point of order.

       20                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  The issue comes down

       21     to -- if you want the time line, look at what

       22     happened before.  Look at 1981 and what happened

       23     during that period of time.  Councilman O'Neill was

       24     here, Councilman Cohen was here.  The issue is that

       25     -- Councilwoman Krajewski and Verna.  You've got to
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        2     be able to create a case in controversy.  Now, the

        3     time line depends on what happens once the bill gets

        4     to the Mayor's Office if this bill passes and he

        5     vetoes or signs it or doesn't sign it but doesn't

        6     implement it, then there can be a controversy

        7     created that we can go to court to force a

        8     settlement of the issue and have a judge admit and

        9     issue an opinion that says whether this bill is

       10     legal or not legal or unconstitutional or

       11     constitutional.  That's the time line.

       12                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Councilman, I was

       13     not here in 1980, particularly in this capacity.

       14     History sometimes does not repeat itself.  I'm not

       15     sure who the particular judge was at that time.

       16     That particular judge probably will not hear this

       17     particular case if, in fact, we proceed.  So to

       18     suggest that what happened in 1980 will happen in

       19     2002, I think, is extremely optimistic.

       20                 I'm just simply saying that if there is

       21     a temporary nature of a bill, personally, I'd like

       22     to have that reflected in the language.  I'm just

       23     concerned that temporary can sometimes become

       24     permanent, and that language isn't in the bill.

       25                 And, Councilman, I've heard you
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        2     indicated several occasions, Councilman DiCicco,

        3     that you talked about a temporary freeze.  All I'm

        4     simply saying is that if that language were in the

        5     bill, then I'm more than comfortable to support

        6     that.

        7                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Councilman, if

        8     there's one thing that we agree on, I think, in this

        9     Council is that the system is broken and it is

       10     inequitable and that poor people and working class

       11     people really bear the burden, the greater burden of

       12     property tax increase in assessment.  And as

       13     Councilman Cohen said, the only alternative they

       14     have -- because they cannot afford all of those

       15     increases.  The only alternative they have is either

       16     to pay, not eat, or just leave the home.  The issue

       17     is whether we are going to begin taking steps to fix

       18     a system that we all agree is broken.  Taking some

       19     steps.

       20                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Councilman, with all

       21     due respect, I do believe the majority of the

       22     households, based on the graph given us, did receive

       23     increases under 15 percent.  So to suggest somehow

       24     that the majority of the individuals who received

       25     increases in households were above and beyond the
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        2     15, 20 percent is just not accurate.

        3                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  I think the burden of

        4     property tax increases and reassessments in the City

        5     fall to a greater degree on the working class and

        6     working poor of the City.  The rich and those

        7     individuals in Chestnut Hill in the City, they have

        8     huge increases but they usually can come up with the

        9     money.  And sometimes, as Jim Kenney says, they vote

       10     by leaving the City.  The issue is that we have to

       11     begin realistically taking some steps to fix the

       12     system.  That's all.

       13                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Madam President, I

       14     move for the question.  I move the question.

       15                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Second.

       16                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Point of order.

       17                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

       18     moved and seconded that --

       19                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Actually, it's a

       20     point of information.

       21                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Councilman Mariano

       22     has a point of information.

       23                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It's not

       24     debatable.

       25                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  But my point was
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        2     before we made the motion, but I didn't get

        3     recognized.  I have a point of information.

        4                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  You were

        5     having trouble with your microphone so --

        6                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  No, I wasn't having

        7     trouble with my microphone.  They're having trouble

        8     with the main microphone.  This one works when I

        9     push the button, but we can't get recognized.

       10                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  I'm having

       11     trouble with the screen.

       12                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Madam President, I

       13     move the question.

       14                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  My point of

       15     information is we are not all on Finance Committee.

       16     And I know we're all allowed to come to the Finance

       17     Committee, but other of us that are district

       18     councilpeople have a lot of things to do.  No shot

       19     at the at-large Councilpeople.  It's a busy time

       20     now.  We all want to do this right.  So we're going

       21     to be given the choice to either vote for a bill

       22     that may or may not be legal or --

       23                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Point of

       24     information.

       25                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Councilman DiCicco
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        2     has a good point.

        3                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Councilman

        4     Kenney.

        5                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Don't we have

        6     transcripts of these hearings?  Aren't the

        7     transcripts available to every Member of City

        8     Council?

        9                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  It is, Councilman.

       10     And I asked for them but I didn't get them yet,

       11     Councilman.

       12                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Thank you, Madam

       13     President.

       14                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Councilman, you've

       15     got to get out of here?  You got a meeting for your

       16     other job?

       17                 COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Point of order,

       18     Madam President.

       19                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Point of

       20     order.

       21                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  I'm still under my

       22     point of information, Madam President.  I guess

       23     Halloween started a little early.  You thought all

       24     the ghouls and goblins were going to be out tonight,

       25     but they're obviously out a little early.
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        2                 All we want is a civil place to be able

        3     to do our business.  We come in here, and we don't

        4     know what's running.  It's like a surprise.  Its a

        5     comedy act.  It's a show.  And my colleague

        6     Councilman Clarke just wants information.  Then we

        7     get someone saying, "Well, he wasn't at Finance

        8     Committee."  We can't all make it to Finance,

        9     Councilman.

       10                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  I don't think

       11     anybody said that.

       12                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  And it may or may

       13     not be a great bill.  But what I'm getting here by

       14     the three outstanding attorneys are different

       15     opinions.  I didn't have the luxury to go to law

       16     school.  We just want to do this and do it right,

       17     because as you mentioned, we are how many months out

       18     of election?  That's another point, too.  Why don't

       19     we just table this.  I make a motion we table it.

       20     What's two weeks going to kill?

       21                 Did I hear a second for the tabling?

       22                  COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  That's the

       23     courageous way out of it.

       24                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  In your opinion.

       25                 COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Point of order.
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        2                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        3     recognizes --

        4                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  I made a motion to

        5     table it.

        6                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  There is a

        7     point of order by Councilman Nutter.

        8                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  My motion to table

        9     was seconded.  I think that overrides a point of

       10     order.

       11                 (The stenographer did not hear a second

       12     on the motion.  Microphones were malfunctioning.)

       13                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  There had been

       14     another motion on the floor that was seconded.

       15                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  (Inaudible.  No

       16     microphone.)

       17                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  I'll try to be

       18     there, Councilman.  But, you know, some of us have

       19     other things to do.  We're not sending out mail or

       20     doing television commercials.

       21                 COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Madam President.

       22                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Councilman

       23     Nutter.

       24                 COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Thank you, Madam

       25     President.
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        2                 (Conversation not on microphone.)

        3                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  We will have

        4     order please.  We will have order.  Councilmembers,

        5     please.

        6                 Councilman Nutter.

        7                 COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  I withdraw the point

        8     of order, Madam President.  Thank you.

        9                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

       10     There was a motion and second to call for a roll

       11     call vote.

       12                 The Clerk will please call the roll.

       13     We're voting on the bill that we've been talking

       14     about all morning.

       15                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  I made a motion to

       16     table it, Madam President, and it was seconded.

       17                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  But there had

       18     been a motion before yours that was already moved

       19     and seconded.

       20                 We're calling for a vote on Councilman

       21     DiCicco question to move the vote that was seconded.

       22                 All in favor will signify by saying aye.

       23                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Madam

       24     President.

       25                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Yes.
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        2                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Madam

        3     President, don't we have to vote first on his motion

        4     to table?

        5                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  No.

        6                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  We don't

        7     legally have to do that?

        8                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The question

        9     has priority.  It was moved and seconded.  We now

       10     have a vote coming up.

       11                 (Conversation off the microphone.)

       12                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  I'm sorry.

       13     Councilman O'Neill, I can't hear you.

       14                 COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Madam President,

       15     this is not something that would be the first time

       16     today.  The motion to table has always taken

       17     precedent over all other motions on the floor, and

       18     it is not subject to debate.  If we didn't follow

       19     that, which I believe is in our rules and in Mason's

       20     Manual, it would be the first time ever that it's

       21     not occurred that way.  I just wanted to point that

       22     out.

       23                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Councilman

       24     DiCicco made a motion to call for a vote on the bill

       25     that was seconded.  We will vote on that motion.
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        2     That has priority on the rules which are just handed

        3     to me over a motion to table.

        4                 So all of those in favor of the bill

        5     before us to be considered for a vote will please

        6     say aye.

        7                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Roll call.  Roll

        8     call, Madam President.

        9                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  This is for the

       10     question?

       11                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The question.

       12     It's not for a vote on the bill.  It's a vote on the

       13     question.

       14                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Madam

       15     President, as I am first to vote, I'm asking for a

       16     clarification.  Is it the President's decision that

       17     a vote to table, as has been precedent as long I've

       18     been here and before, is it now the rule that a vote

       19     to table no longer takes precedence?  Are we

       20     changing the rules under which we have operated for

       21     as I can remember, since 30 years?

       22                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  I have our two

       23     attorneys here, Councilwoman.  A motion was made by

       24     Councilman DiCicco to move for a vote on the

       25     previous question.  It was seconded.  And it's my
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        2     understanding from the attorneys who have the rules

        3     before us that this would take precedence.

        4                 So the question remains, all those in

        5     favor -- and if you're voting yes, it's for the bill

        6     to be called for consideration.  If you're voting

        7     no, then the bill will not be called for

        8     consideration.

        9                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Say that again,

       10     Madam President.

       11                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  If we are

       12     voting -- on the motion before us, if we vote yes,

       13     it would be for a roll call vote on the bill itself.

       14     If we vote no, then the bill will not be called up.

       15     And there could be another motion involved.

       16                 (Pause.)

       17                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Clerk will

       18     please call the roll.

       19                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  One moment,

       20     Madam President.

       21                 Madam President, would you clarify

       22     again?  We're not voting on the bill, you're saying.

       23     We're voting --

       24                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  We're not

       25     voting on the bill.  We're voting on the motion that
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        2     was made by Councilman DiCicco.

        3                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  I will accept

        4     the Chair's ruling that after some 30 years on

        5     Council, the motion to table is meaningless.  Let me

        6     just state for the record that if we establish these

        7     new precedences --

        8                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The motion to

        9     table can certainly be made after this vote,

       10     Councilwoman.  There was a motion that was seconded,

       11     and I think that -- I am told by the attorneys it

       12     takes precedence.

       13                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  So what bill is

       14     on the table?  What is on the floor, again, Madam?

       15                 I can't hear five people.

       16                 Madam President, what are we voting on

       17     now, what motion?

       18                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Councilman

       19     DiCicco, repeat your motion, please.

       20                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you.

       21                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  My motion was to

       22     call for a vote on Bill 020490.

       23                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  And I will withdraw

       24     my motion to table on the Councilman calling up his

       25     bill.  You understand that?  We're not voting on his
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        2     bill.  We're just voting to call up his bill.  So I

        3     withdraw that motion to table because I think I

        4     can't do that.

        5                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  All right.  I

        6     vote no.

        7                 (Pause.)

        8                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Councilman

        9     Kenney.

       10                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Madam President.

       11     Madam President.

       12                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:   Yes.

       13                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Madam President, if

       14     everyone could be a little bit quiet, maybe we can

       15     get through this.

       16                 Originally, when you were doing the

       17     Calendar and it came to Bill 020490, you were

       18     calling for a vote.  I asked to speak on the vote.

       19     It stands, as far I'm concerned, that I'm calling

       20     for a vote on Bill 020490.  I only asked to speak on

       21     it.  When you were calling the --- you were about to

       22     call the roll call for a vote on the bill.  I then

       23     asked to speak on the bill.  So I don't know why we

       24     need to go through a roll call to find out if people

       25     want to have the right to vote on the bill.
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        2     Initially that was what the intent was.  You were

        3     calling the Calendar, bills off the Calendar for a

        4     vote.

        5                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Councilman

        6     DiCicco, can you please approach the Bench?

        7                 (Pause.)

        8                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The motion was

        9     made to stop the debate.  As I said, the motion was

       10     made to stop the debate.

       11                 Councilwoman Blackwell.

       12                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Madam

       13     President, are we voting on stopping debate?  Is

       14     that what the motion on the floor is that -- there

       15     was a motion that was made and seconded that we

       16     should stop debate on the bill, is that what we are

       17     now voting on?

       18                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  That's what

       19     calling the question is.

       20                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  That's a

       21     separate question than the one that I thought I just

       22     voted on.  Is that not correct?

       23                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  I don't know

       24     that you voted.  Did you vote?

       25                 Councilwoman Blackwell.
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        2                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  For a motion to

        3     stop debate, I vote aye.

        4                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

        5                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Aye.

        6                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

        7                 COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

        8                 THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

        9                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Aye.

       10                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

       11                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

       12                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

       13                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

       14                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

       15                 COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

       16                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

       17                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

       18                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

       19                 COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

       20                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

       21                 COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

       22                 THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

       23                 COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

       24                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

       25                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.
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        2                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

        3                 COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

        4                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

        5                 COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.

        6                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

        7                 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

        8                 THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

        9                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Aye.

       10                 The ayes are 16, the nays are 0.   The

       11     motion passes.

       12                 The Chair recognizes --

       13                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  I move for a roll

       14     call on Bill 020490.  We don't need a roll call?

       15     I'm calling up for a vote.

       16                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Now I make a motion

       17     to table.

       18                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Councilman

       19     Mariano.

       20                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  I make a motion to

       21     table.

       22                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  The guy who doesn't

       23     show up for the hearings making a motion to table.

       24     That's pretty good.  That's pretty good.

       25                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Be a little man,
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        2     Frank.  It shows.  Go back on TV and lie.

        3                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Is there a

        4     second?

        5                 (Duly seconded.)

        6                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  That is not

        7     debatable so that bill is tabled -- we have to take

        8     vote.  I'm sorry.

        9                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  I'm the guy that

       10     don't show up for hearings, said the great

       11     Councilman, the guy that's on TV talking about

       12     property taxes.

       13                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Please, let's

       14     not get personal.

       15                 COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Point of order.

       16                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Councilman

       17     Nutter.

       18                 COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Thank you, Madam

       19     President.  Madam President, this is obviously a

       20     very complex and intense issue.  I only want to

       21     remind my colleagues that we are here, one -- I take

       22     this along with myself.  We certainly are here to do

       23     the people's business.  I think in our general rules

       24     as well as the rules of every legislative body and

       25     any sense of common courtesy, I just want to remind
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        2     my colleagues and encourage them in the heat of the

        3     moment, let us not lose sight of fact that we do

        4     work here together.  We're trying to get something

        5     done.  We should try our best to stick to the issue

        6     and not talk about each other and try to get through

        7     this process.  Thank you, Madam President.

        8                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you,

        9     Councilman Nutter.

       10                 (Applause.)

       11                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This is a

       12     motion to table Bill No. 020490.  If you're aye,

       13     you're voting to table.

       14                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

       15                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

       16                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

       17                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Aye.

       18                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

       19                 COUNCILMAN COHEN:  No.

       20                 THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

       21                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  No.

       22                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

       23                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

       24                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

       25                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  No.
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        2                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

        3                 COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

        4                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

        5                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

        6                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

        7                 COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

        8                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

        9                 COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  No.

       10                 THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

       11                 COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

       12                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

       13                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  No.

       14                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

       15                 COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

       16                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

       17                 COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.

       18                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

       19                 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  No.

       20                 THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

       21                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  No.

       22                 The vote is 9 to 7.  The motion passes.

       23     Bill No. 020490 is tabled.

       24                 The Clerk will please read the tile of

       25     Bill No. 020491.
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        2                 THE CLERK:  An ordinance amending

        3     Chapter 19-1800 of the Philadelphia Code entitled

        4     "School Tax Authorization," by providing that real

        5     estate taxes imposed by the Board of Education of

        6     the School District of Philadelphia tax year 2003

        7     thereafter shall be based upon the assessed value of

        8     real estate as certified by the Board of Revision of

        9     Taxes in 2001, thereby freezing such taxes at the

       10     level imposed for tax year 2002 and by requiring

       11     that any other real estate taxes imposed by the

       12     Board of Education be based upon such assessed

       13     value, all under certain terms and conditions.

       14                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Madam President, I

       15     will hold this bill.  I don't want to put this

       16     Council through the that pain we just went through

       17     for the last 30 minutes.  I don't think we deserve

       18     it.  I don't think the citizens deserve.  I know

       19     where Council will stand.  I'm sure there will be

       20     another motion to table, so I'm going to hold that

       21     bill.

       22                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you,

       23     Councilman.  At the request of the sponsor, Bill No.

       24     020491 will be held.

       25                 The next bill to be called for
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        2     consideration is Bill No. 020498.

        3                 THE CLERK:  An ordinance establishing a

        4     parking regulation on Corinthian Street, both sides,

        5     Fairmount Avenue to Brown Street.

        6                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

        7     having been read on two different days, the question

        8     now is shall the bill pass finally?

        9                 The Clerk will please call the roll.

       10                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

       11                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

       12                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

       13                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Aye.

       14                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

       15                 COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

       16                 THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

       17                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Aye.

       18                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

       19                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

       20                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

       21                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

       22                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

       23                 COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

       24                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

       25                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.
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        2                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

        3                 COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

        4                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

        5                 COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

        6                 THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

        7                 COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

        8                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

        9                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

       10                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

       11                 COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

       12                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

       13                 COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.

       14                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

       15                 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

       16                 THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

       17                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Aye.

       18                 The ayes are 16, the nays are 0.  A

       19     majority of all Members of Council having voted in

       20     the affirmative, the bill passes.

       21                 The next bill to be called for

       22     consideration is Bill No. 020539.

       23                 THE CLERK:  An ordinance establishing a

       24     parking regulation on 31st, west side, Baring Street

       25     to Hamilton street.
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        2                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

        3     having been read on two different days, the question

        4     now is shall the bill pass finally?

        5                 The Clerk will please call the roll.

        6                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

        7                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

        8                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

        9                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Aye.

       10                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

       11                 COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

       12                 THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

       13                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Aye.

       14                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

       15                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

       16                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

       17                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

       18                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

       19                 COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

       20                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

       21                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

       22                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

       23                 COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

       24                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

       25                 COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.
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        2                 THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

        3                 COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

        4                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

        5                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

        6                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

        7                 COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

        8                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

        9                 COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.

       10                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

       11                 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

       12                 THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

       13                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Aye.

       14                 The ayes are 16, the nays are 0.  A

       15     majority of all Members of Council having voted in

       16     the affirmative, the bill passes.

       17                 The next bill to be called for

       18     consideration is Bill No. 020540.

       19                 THE CLERK:  An ordinance establishing a

       20     parking regulation on Larchwood Avenue --

       21                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Just a moment,

       22     please.  The noise level is much too high.  If

       23     you're having personal conversations, I suggest you

       24     do that in the corridor.  We're trying to conduct

       25     business.
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        2                 Please proceed.

        3                 THE CLERK:  An ordinance establishing a

        4     parking regulation on Larchwood Avenue, north side,

        5     45th Street to 46th Street.

        6                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

        7     having been read on two different days, the question

        8     now is shall the bill pass finally?

        9                 The Clerk will please call the roll.

       10                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

       11                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

       12                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

       13                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Aye.

       14                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

       15                 COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

       16                 THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

       17                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Aye.

       18                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

       19                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

       20                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

       21                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

       22                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

       23                 COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

       24                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

       25                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.
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        2                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

        3                 COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

        4                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

        5                 COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

        6                 THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

        7                 COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

        8                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

        9                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

       10                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

       11                 COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

       12                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

       13                 COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.

       14                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

       15                 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

       16                 THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

       17                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Aye.

       18                 The ayes are 16, the nays are 0.  A

       19     majority of all Members of Council having voted in

       20     the affirmative, the bill passes.

       21                 The next bill to be called for

       22     consideration is Bill No. 020541.

       23                 THE CLERK:  An ordinance establishing a

       24     parking regulation on 48th Street, both sides,

       25     Spruce Street to Pine Street.



                                                               106
        1      10/31/02 - STATED - 2ND READING AND FINAL PASSAGE

        2                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

        3     having been read on two different days, the question

        4     now is shall the bill pass finally?

        5                 The Clerk will please call the roll.

        6                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

        7                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

        8                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

        9                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Aye.

       10                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

       11                 COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

       12                 THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

       13                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Aye.

       14                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

       15                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

       16                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

       17                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

       18                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

       19                 COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

       20                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

       21                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

       22                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

       23                 COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

       24                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

       25                 COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.
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        2                 THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

        3                 COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

        4                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

        5                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

        6                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

        7                 COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

        8                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

        9                 COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.

       10                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

       11                 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

       12                 THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

       13                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Aye.

       14                 The ayes are 16, the nays are 0.  A

       15     majority of all Members of Council having voted in

       16     the affirmative, the bill passes.

       17                 The next bill to be called for

       18     consideration is Bill No. 020542.

       19                 THE CLERK:  An ordinance establishing a

       20     parking regulation on Preston Street, both sides,

       21     Filbert Street to Powelton Avenue.

       22                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

       23     having been read on two different days, the question

       24     now is shall the bill pass finally?

       25                 The Clerk will please call the roll.



                                                               108
        1      10/31/02 - STATED - 2ND READING AND FINAL PASSAGE

        2                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

        3                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

        4                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

        5                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Aye.

        6                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

        7                 COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

        8                 THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

        9                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Aye.

       10                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

       11                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

       12                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

       13                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

       14                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

       15                 COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

       16                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

       17                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

       18                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

       19                 COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

       20                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

       21                 COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

       22                 THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

       23                 COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

       24                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

       25                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.
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        2                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

        3                 COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

        4                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

        5                 COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.

        6                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

        7                 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

        8                 THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

        9                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Aye.

       10                 The ayes are 16, the nays are 0.  A

       11     majority of all Members of Council having voted in

       12     the affirmative, the bill passes.

       13                 The next bill to be called consideration

       14     is Bill No. 020543.

       15                 THE CLERK:  An ordinance establishing a

       16     parking regulation on Farragut Street, east side,

       17     Springfield Avenue to Chester Avenue.

       18                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

       19     having been read on two different days, the question

       20     now is shall the bill pass finally?

       21                 The Clerk will please call the roll.

       22                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

       23                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

       24                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

       25                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Aye.
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        2                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

        3                 COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

        4                 THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

        5                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Aye.

        6                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

        7                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

        8                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

        9                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

       10                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

       11                 COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

       12                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

       13                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

       14                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

       15                 COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

       16                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

       17                 COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

       18                 THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

       19                 COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

       20                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

       21                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

       22                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

       23                 COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

       24                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

       25                 COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.
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        2                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

        3                 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

        4                 THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

        5                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Aye.

        6                 The ayes are 16, the nays are 0.  A

        7     majority of all Members of Council having voted in

        8     the affirmative, the bill passes.

        9                 The last bill to be called for

       10     consideration is Bill No. 020591.

       11                 THE CLERK:  An ordinance to amend the

       12     Philadelphia Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

       13     designations of certain areas of land located within

       14     an area bounded by City Avenue, 52nd Street,

       15     Overbrook Avenue and 54th street.

       16                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

       17     having been read on two different days, the question

       18     now is shall the bill pass finally?

       19                 The Clerk will please call the roll.

       20                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

       21                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

       22                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

       23                 COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Aye.

       24                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

       25                 COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.
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        2                 THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

        3                 COUNCILMAN DICICCO:  Aye.

        4                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

        5                 COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

        6                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

        7                 COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

        8                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

        9                 COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

       10                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

       11                 COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

       12                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

       13                 COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

       14                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

       15                 COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

       16                 THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

       17                 COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

       18                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

       19                 COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

       20                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

       21                 COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

       22                 THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

       23                 COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.

       24                 THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

       25                 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.
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        2                 THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

        3                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Aye.

        4                 The ayes are 16, the nays are 0.  A

        5     majority of all Members of Council having voted in

        6     the affirmative, the bill passes.

        7                 That concludes the calendar for today.

        8                 Are there speeches on the part of the

        9     minority?  If anybody wishes to speak, I would ask

       10     that they please raise their hand because the system

       11     is just not working today.  Are there speeches on

       12     the part of the minority?

       13                 (No response.)

       14                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Are there

       15     speeches on the part of the majority?

       16                 The Chair recognized Councilwoman

       17     Blackwell.

       18                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you,

       19     Madam President.  I would like to say thank you to

       20     all who are here today with regard to the passing of

       21     my mother, Mrs. Bernice Brooks.  The last day she

       22     was out was when she received the Mary Mason

       23     Community Foundation Mother's Day award in May of

       24     2001, and it took us months to get her ready to go

       25     out.  Certainly, to all of my colleagues here in
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        2     Council, to all the Council staff members, to the

        3     Mayor and his cabinet and all the members who work

        4     for him, we thank them and thank him for staying for

        5     the entire service.  To the Police Commissioner, to

        6     certainly captains of the 12th and 18th and all

        7     those members who have stood by us and done

        8     everything they can to support us during this time

        9     as well as the victim witness offices who were here

       10     this morning with Erica Pratt, to the members of the

       11     courts and the judiciary, to all my personal friends

       12     and to other agency members and commissioners

       13     throughout the City, to the State officials and

       14     elected officials, certainly to the CEO of the

       15     School District and members of the School Board, to

       16     the labor unions and certainly to my family and

       17     staff and also to hundreds of people throughout the

       18     City who contacted me, including a little old senior

       19     who said "Thanks for getting a door on my house and

       20     I'm sorry that your mother passed," to members of

       21     PHA were here and certainly the executive directors

       22     and members who work  for PHA and who live, and

       23     again to citizens throughout the City and all who

       24     have been so supportive to me, I say thank you all

       25     and God bless.
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        2                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you,

        3     Councilwoman.

        4                 Are there any other speeches of the part

        5     of the majority?

        6                 The Chair recognizes Councilman Nutter.

        7                 COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Thank you, Madam

        8     President.  Just a couple quick items.  One, I'm

        9     sure everyone knows that Tuesday upcoming is

       10     election day.  It's probably been pretty hard to

       11     avoid that fact if you wanted to.  Obviously, we

       12     want to encourage everyone to come out and vote on

       13     election day.  And this Council also has a matter

       14     that's on the ballot.  It's Ballot Question No. 2,

       15     which is the result of legislation approved here in

       16     Council signed by Mayor Street which calls for the

       17     creation of a Tax Reform Commission.  I, again, want

       18     to thank all of my colleagues for their support on

       19     that particular issue, but also encourage all

       20     Philadelphians to come out and support that matter.

       21     There was great debate and discussion about the tax

       22     situation here in Philadelphia, and one of the

       23     reasons we should have a Tax Reform Commission is to

       24     improve the tax climate here in our great City.  So

       25     I, again, want to encourage people to come out and
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        2     vote Tuesday for the Tax Reform Commission, Ballot

        3     Question No. 2.

        4                 The second election-related matter is we

        5     see in the morning's paper a large headline that

        6     reads "Philadelphia's Now an Issue in Pennsylvania

        7     Race."  The article starts by saying, The camera

        8     swoops over a Pittsburgh neighborhood clinging to a

        9     hill above downtown, while a narrator emphasizes

       10     Republican Mike Fisher's deep roots in western

       11     Pennsylvania.  Quick cuts to the skyline and a

       12     school sign follow and then it's 30-second

       13     television spot gets to the point.  Quote, as

       14     Governor, Mike will make sure our region gets their

       15     fair share of state funding instead of even more

       16     going to Philadelphia.

       17                 It's a tragedy, Madam President, and my

       18     colleagues.  And I want to say first to our

       19     Republican colleagues who are here who have no

       20     responsibility for Mr. Fisher's campaign, and they

       21     are both Councilman O'Neill and Councilman Rizzo,

       22     true Philadelphians who care about our City, who

       23     work hard every day to make sure that Philadelphia

       24     is a great place to be.

       25                 They say in the legal profession, when
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        2     you're weak on the facts, argue the law.  And when

        3     you're weak on the law, argue the facts.  And when

        4     you're weak on the law and facts, attack the

        5     prosecution.  Or in politics when your campaign is

        6     weak, attack Philadelphia.

        7                 It is truly a shame that candidate in

        8     Attorney General Mike Fisher in the last waning days

        9     of the campaign, instead of talking about real

       10     issues that all Pennsylvanians care about, has now

       11     decided to make Philadelphia the big issue in this

       12     campaign.  He talks about and criticizes candidate

       13     Ed Rendell's plan to improve education funding by a

       14     billion and a half dollars and then tells other

       15     constituents that Philadelphia will get more.  Well,

       16     last I checked, we were 1 of 501 school districts in

       17     the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  We're not the

       18     only ones that have a financial problem.  We just

       19     also happen to be the largest and we're a large

       20     urban area and certainly additional funding is

       21     needed.  But at least Ed Rendell has an education

       22     plan that would help to improve education here in

       23     Pennsylvania, not only for kids who are in

       24     traditional school, whether it's through

       25     kindergarten through 12th grade, but also proposes
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        2     to fund preschool programs and a wide variety of

        3     other activities.  And if there were additional

        4     funding, certainly some would come Philadelphia, but

        5     certainly a lot of money would go throughout

        6     Pennsylvania.

        7                 And I can appreciate Mr. Fisher's

        8     concern about Pittsburgh.  I've been to Pittsburgh a

        9     couple times.  Seemed like a nice place.  If he's

       10     really concerned about Pittsburgh, then maybe he

       11     should be running for Mayor of Pittsburgh because he

       12     is clearly not fit to be Governor of Pennsylvania.

       13     We are one state.  We happen to be 1 of 67 counties

       14     here in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  And to

       15     try to pit people against people, whether it's

       16     racial divisiveness, a gender divisiveness, sexual

       17     orientation, or now in a campaign, geography, is

       18     inappropriate.  It is beneath the dignity of this

       19     kind of campaign.  And what Mr. Fisher should be

       20     talking about is the fact that Pennsylvania is 48th

       21     in economic growth, 49th in population growth, the

       22     second oldest state in the United States of American

       23     based on percentage of people over the age of 65,

       24     that one-third of our School Districts have budget

       25     deficits, that college students in Pennsylvania who
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        2     attend state institutions pay on average 67 percent

        3     higher than the national average for colleges and

        4     university throughout this country, that 1.2 million

        5     Pennsylvanians do not have healthcare, of which

        6     250,000 are children.  That's what should be talked

        7     about.  Those are Pennsylvania issues.  It's not

        8     Philadelphia versus the rest of the state.  Mr.

        9     Fisher should be ashamed of himself for getting into

       10     that kind of discussion.

       11                 Yes, we love our City, but we also care

       12     about the entire Commonwealth.  And when you want to

       13     be Governor of Pennsylvania, then you should act

       14     like a person who's ready to be Governor and not try

       15     to pit one city against the other.

       16                 Thank you, Madam President.

       17                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

       18                 The Chair at this time recognizes

       19     Councilwoman Blackwell.

       20                 COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you,

       21     Madam President.  I neglected to mention -- I

       22     mentioned that Officer Cathy Battle and we'll be

       23     with her Saturday for the passing her mother figure.

       24     But also my program director and executive assistant

       25     Elisa lost her mother so we'll be at that funeral
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        2     tomorrow, so it's just to sad time.  Thank you.

        3                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

        4                 Are there any other speeches?

        5                 (No response.)

        6                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.  At

        7     this time the Chair recognizes Councilwoman Tasco.

        8                 COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Thank you, Madam

        9     President.  I move that Council stand adjourned

       10     until Thursday, November 14 at 10:00 a.m., 2002.

       11                 (Duly seconded.)

       12                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

       13     moved and seconded that Council stand adjourned

       14     until excuse Thursday, November 14, 2002, at 10:00

       15     a.m.

       16                 All in favor will say aye.

       17                 (Aye.)

       18                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed?

       19                 (No response.)

       20                 COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

       21     it, the motion carries.

       22                 (Council adjourned at 12:16 p.m.)

       23

       24

       25
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        2                   C E R T I F I C A T I O N

        3

        4                I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing

        5     proceedings of the Council of the City of

        6     Philadelphia of October 31, 2002, were reported

        7     fully and accurately by me, and that this is a

        8     correct transcript of the same.

        9
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       11

       12     RE:  STATED MEETING

       13

       14

       15

       16                              ___________________________

       17                                Lisa C. Bradley, RPR
                                         and Notary Public
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