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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Good
afternoon. Before we begin the public
hearing, | will make the follow ng
announcenent due to the current threat
to public health fromCOvVID- 19, Gty
Council Committees are currently neeting
remotely. W are using Mcrosoft Teans
to nmake these renpte hearings possible.

Instructions for how the public
may view and offer public testinony at
public hearings of Council Conmittees
are included in the public hearing
notices that are published in the Daily
News, Inquirer and Legal Intelligencer
prior to the hearings and can al so be
found on PHLCouncil.com | now note
that the hour has cone.

And, Madam Clerk, will you
pl ease call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance will
pl ease indicate that you are present
when your nane is called. Also, please
say a few brief words when respondi ng so

that your image will be displayed on
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screen when you speak

THE CLERK: Counci | member

Gaut hi er.
(No response.)
THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Br ooks.
COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Present.
THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Johnson.
(No response.)
THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Jones.

(No response.)
THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Qui nones- Sanchez.
(No response.)
THE CLERK: Council Thonas.
COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
afternoon. |'m present.
THE CLERK: And, Madam Chair.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Ckay. W
need one nore nmenber to join us to make
quorum So |'mgoing to pause for one
nonent while we get our quorum together

One nonent, pl ease.
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(Brief recess.)
COUNCI LWOVAN QUI NONES- SANCHEZ:
Council Chair, I amon call and present.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
Counci | woman Sanchez. W appreciate
your presence. So |I'mgoing to ask the
Clerk to please call the roll again

THE CLERK: Counci | menmber

Gaut hi er.
(No response.)
THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Br ooks.
(No response.)
THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Johnson.
(No response.)
THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Jones.

(No response.)
THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Qui nones- Sanchez.
COUNCI LWOVAN QUI NONES- SANCHEZ:
Present .
THE CLERK: Thank you. And,

Chair Bass.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank you.
So we do have a quorum of Comm ttee
nmenbers, and this hearing is now called
to order. This is the public hearing of
the Commttee on Parks, Recreation and
Cultural Affairs regarding Bill No.
210743.

Madam Chair, will you pl ease
read the title of the bill

THE CLERK: Bill No. 210743, an
ordi nance renani ng and redesignating the
property commonly referred to as the
11t h and Venango Pl ayground | ocated at
3600 North 11th Street as the WIIlians
Moore Reed Menorial Park in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you.
Before we begin to hear testinony from
the witnesses we have for today,
everyone who has been invited to the
neeting to testify should be aware that
this public hearing is being recorded.
Because the hearing is public,
participants and vi ewers have no

reasonabl e expectation of privacy. By
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continuing to be in the neeting, you are
consenting to being recorded.

Additionally prior to
recogni zi ng Menbers for questions and
comrents that they have for the
w tnesses, | will note for the record at
this time that we will use the chat
feature available in Mcrosoft Teans to
all ow Menbers to signify that they w sh
to be recognized. In order to conply
with the Sunshine Act, the chat feature
nmust only be used for that purpose.

Before | call on the Cerk to
call up the first panel, would any of ny
col | eagues |i ke to nake any opening
comments? And | do want to recognize
the presence of Councilman Curtis Jones,
Jr.

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: And seei ng
no coments or requests for comments
fromny coll eagues, Cerk, will you
pl ease have the first panel of w tnesses
to testify today on Bill No. 210743.

THE CLERK: Panel 1 wi tnesses,

STREHLOW CONTRACT WORK
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Ms. Chris Creel man and Cynthi a Barnes.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Good
afternoon to our panel.

Are you connected and ready to
proceed? It looks |like you both are.

M. Creel man, please state your nane for
the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

MR. CREELMAN:  Good afternoon
Chai r person Bass and nenbers of the
Committee on Parks & Recreation. MW
name is Chris Creelman. | amthe
Director of Special Projects for the
Departnent of Parks & Recreation. |'m
here today to testify in support of Bill
No. 210743, an ordi nance renam ng and
desi gnating the property comonly
referred to the 11th and Venango
Pl ayground as WIlians More Reed
Menorial Park in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

Tragi ¢ acci dent occurred near
the vicinity of this playground, which
resulted in the death of Keisha WIIlians

and three of her children, Keiearra
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WIlliams, Joseph Reed, Jr. and Terrence
WIlliams Moore. The children along with
her nother were selling food at the
stand to rai se noney for their [ ocal
church so a playground can be built when
a carjacked vehicle struck them

A joint contribution was nmade
by the famlies and their attorneys
Morris WIson Knepp Jacquete, P.C. in
menory of the decedents so that Keisha
WIllianms and her children's dreamof a
new pl ayground to the nei ghborhood be
| ocated at 11th and Venango Streets can
be realized. Phase 1 of the new
pl ayground was conpl eted and was opened
in the sumer of 2021 and planning is
under way now for Phase 2.

The WIIlianms, More and Reed
fam lies are honored and grateful that
the City of Philadelphiais
menorializing their |oved ones with the
remai ni ng of the playground at 11th and
Venango Streets in a space that
nei ghbor hood children and adults wll be

able to enjoy for years to cone.
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The Departnment of Parks &
Recreati on supports this neasure and
accordi ngly and respectfully request
that Cty Council approve Bill No.
210473 -- 743, I'msorry. I'mal so
requesting the suspension of the rules
so as to allow for first reading at the
next session of Council. | wll be
happy to answer any questions that you
may have

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. Creelman. We're going to hold
questions until the end.

Ms. Barnes, if you would like
to state your name for the record and
pr oceed.

MS. BARNES: Good afternoon.
My nanme is Cynthia Barnes. | amthe
Director of the N cetown-Tioga

| mprovenent Teamand |'m here to testify

in support of Bill No. 210743. | am
here -- okay, | just said that. |'m
sorry -- regarding the renam ng of 11th

and Venango Street Pl ayground to the

WIIliam More Reed Menori al Park.

STREHLOW CONTRACT WORK
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The pl ayground was a gl ass
strewn, black-tarred area that was
repurposed in 2003. Thanks to Council
Presi dent O arke, Deputy Commni ssioner of
Recreation at that time Carlton WIIlians
and the residents of this comunity,
| at er donations from Tenpl e University,
funding from State Representative
Thomas. W put basketball courts up,
wer e assenbl ed and installed and
dedi cated by comritted residents of this
comuni ty.

In 2017, the Council President
who frequently rides through the
nei ghbor hood unannounced saw that this
program desperately needed an over haul .
He was also trying to get the title
turned over fromthe School District to
Par ks & Recreation, a process which took
al nost 20 years.

So one warm day in March,
Council President, a Water Departnent
representative along with a couple of
| awyers net out on the playground site

and went over the vision for a new
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pl ayground, which would include greenery
and bei ng capabl e of being a water
run-off location. Wile everyone was

di scussing the possibility, Bob Mrris,
one of the lawers told us a very sad
story.

He was there representing the
surviving children of Keisha WIIians,
who along with three of her children,
15-year-ol d Keiearra WIlIlianms, 10-year-
ol d Joseph Thonas Reed and 7-year-old
Terrence Moore were tragically killed
just blocks away fromthe playground by
a carjacked SW in 2014. The fanmly was
on the corner of Germantown and
Al'l egheny selling fruit to build the
pl ayground when the tragedy happened.

Attorney Morris asked if |
t hought the community woul d be opposed
to renaning the playground in nenory of
this famly. W the nenbers of the
Ni cet own- Ti oga | nprovenent Team
heartedly agreed and are proud to being
a catalyst to nenorialize this fanily,

and thanks for letting me testify. |

STREHLOW CONTRACT WORK
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1 woul d al so add that | live directly
2 across the street fromthe playground.
3 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you
4 very much for your testinony. And we
5 al so want to thank the Council President
6 for having the foresight to work on this
7 i ssue and to make sure that the folks
8 involved in this tragedy, the victins in
9 this tragedy, are never ever, ever
10 forgotten. It was a horrible incident
11 here in the Cty of Philadel phia, and we
12 want to keep that famly's nanme alive.
13 So thank you so much for the Counci
14 President in his absence.
15 Are there any questions from
16 menbers of Council for this panel?
17 (No response.)
18 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: No, okay.
19 Wl |, thank you very nuch for your
20 att endance today.
21 Madam Cl erk, are there any
22 addi ti onal witnesses or panelists to
23 testify?
24 THE CLERK: There are no ot her
25 W t nesses.

STREHLOW CONTRACT WORK
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COUNCI LWOMAN BASS: Ckay.
There being none, that concl udes the
hearing, and we're now going to go into
our public neeting. Again, there being
no further questions from nenbers of the
Conm ttee and no other witnesses to
testify, I'"'mgoing to ask once again if
there's anyone el se present in this
heari ng whose nanme we have failed to
call and that wi shes to offer testinony
on the bill being considered today?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS:  And hearing
none, | want to thank all the panels and
wi tnesses for their participation today.
We val ue your opinions. And | now
invite all panels and witnesses to
pl ease di sconnect fromthe neeting
before we go into our public neeting,
which we will pause the proceedings
briefly as multiple participants |eave
the hearing, so that will be the two
partici pants | eaving the hearing. Thank
you. Thank you so rnuch

MR. CREELMAN: Thank you

STREHLOW CONTRACT WORK
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everyone. Appreciate it.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Have a
great day.

MR. CREELMAN: Bye- bye.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Bye- bye.
That concl udes the public hearing of the
Conmttee. We will now go into a public
neeting to consider the action to be
taken on the bills before this Conmittee
t oday.

Cerk, will you please call the
roll to take attendance. Menbers that
are in attendance will please indicate
that you are present when your nane is
called. Also, please say a few brief
wor ds when respondi ng so that your inmage
will be displayed on screen when you
speak.

Madam C er k.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber

Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Present.

STREHLOW CONTRACT WORK
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THE CLERK:  Counci | menber

Johnson.
(No response.)

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Present.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Qui nones- Sanchez.

COUNCI LWOVAN QUI NONES- SANCHEZ:

Present .

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Thomas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Present.

THE CLERK: And, Madam Chair
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Present.
And thank you. A quorum of the
Conm ttee nmenbers is still present.

| would like to recognize
Counci | man Jones. Would you be willing
to nove the notion?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  If | knew
t he nunber.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  All right.

okay. Chair recogni zes Council man Jones

STREHLOW CONTRACT WORK
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for a notion on Bill No. 210743.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | npve that
Bill No. 210743 be noved fromthis
Conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that the
rul es of Council be suspended to all ow
this bill's reading at our next session
of Council .

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Can we get
a second?

COUNCI LWOVAN QUI NONES- SANCHEZ
Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Very good.
Thank you. Council recognizes
Counci | menber Maria Qui nones- Sanchez and
Counci | menber Brooks as secondi ng the
notion. 1t has been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 210743 be
reported fromthis Conmittee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further
nove that the rules of Council be
suspended to pernit first readi ng of
this bill at the next session of

Counci | .

STREHLOW CONTRACT WORK
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Al'l of those in favor of this

notion will signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Is there
anyone opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: The ayes
have it and the notion carries.

Thi s concl udes the business
before the Conm ttee on Parks,
Recreation and Cul tural Affairs. And
would like to thank you all very much
for your attention and participation
today. Thanks, everyone.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Wl | done,
Madam Chair. Well done.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
Councilman. | appreciate that. You
have a great day.

(Committee on Parks, Recreation
and Cultural Affairs concluded at

1:16 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the
proceedi ngs and evi dence noted are contai ned
fully and accurately in the stenographic notes
taken by ne in the foregoing matter, and that

this is a correct transcript of the sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of
this transcript does not apply to any
reproducti on of the sanme by any neans,
unl ess under the direct control and/or

supervision of the certifying reporter.)
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