Stated Meeting
04/ 04/ 2024

COUNCI L OF THE A TY OF PH LADELPH A
STATED MEETI NG

Room 400, Gty Hal

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a
Thur sday, April 4, 2024
10: 00 a. m

PRESENT:

COUNCI L PRESI DENT KENYATTA JOHNSON
COUNCI LWOVAN NI NA AHVAD

COUNCI LWOVAN ClI NDY BASS

COUNCI LWOVAN KENDRA BROOKS

COUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL

COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER

COUNCI LWOVAN KATHERI NE G LMORE RI CHARDSON
COUNCI LMAN JI' M HARRI TY

COUNCI LMAN CURTI S J. JONES, JR
COUNCI LWOVAN RUE LANDAU

COUNCI LWOVAN QUETCY M LOZADA
COUNCI LMAN BRI AN J. O NEI LL

COUNCI LMAN NI COLAS O ROURKE

COUNCI LMAN ANTHONY PHI LLI PS

COUNCI LMAN MARK F. SQUI LLA

COUNCI LMAN | SAI AH THOVAS

COUNCI LMAN JEFFREY YOUNG, JR

ELI ZABETH McCOLLUM NAZARI O, | NTERI M CHI EF CLERK
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good norni ng, everyone.

(Good norning.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good norni ng, everyone.

(Good norni ng.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
I note that the hour has cone that
a quorum of this Council is
present. Council will now cone to
or der.

Menbers will pl ease take
their seats. Visitors will retire
to their seats outside of the
rails. | wll also ask the Menbers
to pl ease keep your voice to a
mninmum Before proceeding, | wll
ask all those present to pl ease set
your cell phones to silent or
vi brate. Thank you.

To give our invocation this
norning -- to give our invocation
this norning, the Chair recognizes

Fat her Janmes Cal | ahan of the m ghty
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Archbi shop Ryan Hi gh School. He is
here today as a guest of
Counci | mrenber Brian O Neill.

I will ask all nenbers and
guests to pl ease rise.

(Counci | nrenbers, guests and
visitors rise.)

REVEREND CALLAHAN: A
privilege to be here today. A
citizen of Phil adel phia all ny
life. O fer our prayer.

| begin the prayer wth an
old Irish fable. It's a story
about an anci ent king who was on
his |ast leg, and he called his
three sons to neet with himand ask
themto help himshorten his road.
And the one son stepped up and
said, I'lIl buy all the fastest
horses in the | and and attach them
to your coach and shorten the road
for you, Dad.

The second son cane up and

said, I'll cut down all the trees
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in the forest and I'll shorten the
road for you. And finally, his
youngest son came up to him and
said, Dad, I'll sit next to you in
the coach and we'll tell stories.

| offer prayer today and
pray the nmenbers of this Counci
listen to the stories of the people
of Phil adel phia, all of the people
of Phil adel phia, the young, the
ol d, the nen, wonen, the Bl ack, the
White, Hispanic, Asian. Listen to
their stories.

And as the | eaders of the
peopl e of Phil adel phia, may they
not only listen to the stories but
may the stories help themto
shorten the road for us, shorten
the road for us all. And we ask
the Lord to bless them bless us in
all they say and do.

We ask this in the Lord's
name. Anen.

(Amen.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair thanks the Pastor for his
I nvocati on.
Council wll be at ease.
(Council at ease.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The next order of business is the
approval of the Journal of the
meeti ng of Thursday, March 21,
2024.
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber G ndy Bass.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. President.
| nove that the Journal of
t he neeting of Thursday, March 21,
2024 be approved.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the Journal of the
neeti ng of Thursday, March 21, 2024
stand approved.

All those in favor w |
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4/ 4/ 24 - STATED - LEAVES
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the Journal is
approved.

The next order of business
is the request for |eaves of
absence.

And the Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of the Majority,
there are no requests for |eaves of
absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch

The Chair recognizes

Counci | mrenber Kendra Brooks.

Page 6

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
04/ 04/ 2024

4/ 4/ 24 - STATED - MOTI ON CONCERNI NG CALENDAR

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council|l President.

On behalf of the Mnority,
there are no | eaves of absence for
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | nenber G | nore Richardson
for a notion concerning certain
matters that may arise during the
course of today's session of
Council and that were not listed on
the Cal endar circulated prior to
t oday' s sessi on.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,

M. President.

| nmove that any of the
follow ng, if considered today, may
be added to the agenda for this
session of Council and, as required
by | aw, subsequently published on

an anended agenda after the
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consi deration of those matters:
resol uti ons authorizing hearings --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Excuse ne, Menber.

| just want to ask if
you're going to be in the chanbers
today, could you pl ease keep your
conversations to a m ni num or
pl ease step outside the chanbers as
we conduct the business today.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Katherine G| nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci l
Presi dent .

Il wll continue, anmendnents
to bills on first reading, the
reconsi deration of a bill vetoed by
or recalled fromthe Myor,
amendnents to bills recalled from
t he Mayor, resolutions taking
substantive action to be voted on

in this session, a notion to
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wi thdraw a bill or resolution that
is not on the Cal endar, and a
notion placing a bill or a
resolution on or returning a bil
or resolution fromthe Suspension
Cal endar that is not |isted on
t oday' s Cal endar.

The purpose of this notion
Is to provide the public with
noti ce concerni ng possi ble actions
by Council that arose too late to
be included on the Cal endar that
was published prior to today's
sessi on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the |l egislative
matters stated by Council nenber
G I nore Richardson nay be added to
t he agenda shoul d those nmatters
arise during the course of this
sessi on of Counci l

All those in favor w |
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signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the notion
carri es.

The Chair will dispense
with the regular order of business
to recogni ze the guests and
visitors joining us in the chanbers
this norning. On behalf of all
nmenbers of Council, we wel cone you
to our Council session. W
appreciate you taking the tinme to
join us as we attend to the
| egi slative affairs of our city.
We certainly invite you to cone
agai n.

At this tinme, the Chair
recogni zes Counci | nenber Jones who
will present a resolution honoring

Dr. Jo-Ell e Mogerman for her
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| eadership as the first femal e and
first Black Chief Executive Oficer
and President of the Phil adel phia
Z0o0.

WIIl Dr. Jo-Elle Mgernan
and those acconpanyi ng her pl ease
join the Council nenber at the
podium And she al so brought a
guest with her as well.

Joi ni ng Counci | mrenber Jones
at the podiumis Council nenber --
glad I"mup here. Joining
Counci | menber Jones is
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gaut hi er,
Counci | mrenber |sai ah Thomas,

Counci | menber M ke Driscoll,
Counci | renber Kathy G| nore

Ri chardson, Council menber Quetcy
Lozada, Council menber Rue Landau,
Counci | renber JimHarrity and
Counci | mrenber N col as O Rourke.

Counci | mrenber Jones, the
podi umis yours.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:
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M. President, we also have Rojo
joining us in chanbers today, which
Is the mascot brought today to
represent the Zoo.

| represent the Zoo only in
the parking | ot across the street.
My col | eague Jam e CGaut hi er
represents the rest of the acreage
over there but she gave ne
perm ssion sone tine ago to take a
tour of your zoo, and I
redi scovered it. | rediscovered
it.

It's not our grandparents'
zoo. It is a zoo where it is nore
interactive, it is prolificinits
presentation of aninmal |ife,
plants, manmals, reptiles and al so
it has a biosphere that
I ncorporates plants and it's
amazing. And it is actually a
cheap date. Take your kids --
well, not so cheap but really good.

But what we're here today
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IS to recogni ze that we attracted
Phi | adel phia sone talent from
St. Louis. We were able to show
our best side and Doctor took on
t he undertaki ng of noving the
needle forward for the zoo. Wen I
did the tour, she pointed out what
the goal s and objectives were.

The certifications -- see |
renmenber, sone of the
certifications that she wanted to
mai ntain so that we are a first
class institution in Philadel phia
that is not just in the 3rd
District but a national and
international attraction. | would
also finally say that Phil adel phia
is full of firsts and the zoo is
one of them

W were the first zoo in
the nation and we still hold a very
hi gh standard that zoos and ani nal
habitats go. Therefore;

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
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Recogni zi ng and honori ng
Dr. Jo-Ell e Mogerman for her
| eadership as the first fenmale and
first Black Chief Oficer and
Presi dent of the Phil adel phia Zoo;
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Wiereas Dr. Jo-Elle
Moger man has made history by
becom ng the first woman and the
first Black Chief Executive Oficer
and President of the nation's
ol dest zoo, the Phil adel phia Zoo
and,
COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Wher eas
Dr. Mgernman who assuned the role
in Cctober 30, 2023 brings a wealth
of experience and a cl ear
commtnent to the community, aninal
wel fare, staff devel opnent and
oper ational excel |l ence nmaki ng her
the ideal President for the
Phi | adel phi a Zoo and;
COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  And

whereas Dr. Mgernman's | eadership
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and vi sion have been evi dent
t hroughout her esteened career,
i ncluding her role as Director of
the St. Louis Zoo, W] dCare Park
whi | e she oversaw the pl anni ng and
devel opnent of $230 million
wildlife projects and;

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Whereas Dr. Mbgernan's dedi cation
to conservation, comunity
engagenent and operati ona
excel l ence aligns perfectly wth
t he val ues and the m ssion of the
Phi | adel phi a Zoo, which has been a
pioneer in wldlife conservation
and conmunity involvenent since its
establishnment in 1874 and,

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Whereas Dr. Mogerman's appoi nt nent
marks a significant mlestone in
the history of zoo | eadership,
exenpl i fying progress towards
greater diversity and inclusion and

| eadership positions within the zoo
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and aquarium fiel ds and;
COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU:
Whereas Dr. Mbgernman's nmanagenent
styl e characterized by inspiring
her team setting visions and
capitalizing on strengths w ||
undoubt edl y propel the Phil adel phia
Zoo into a nodel for zoos of the
future. Now, therefore be it;
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER

Therefore be it resolved by the
Council of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, that it hereby
recogni zes and honors Dr. Jo-Elle
Mogerman for her | eadership as the
first female and first Bl ack Chief
Executive O ficer and President of
t he Phil adel phia Zoo, further
resol ves that an engrossed copy of
this resolution be presented to
Dr. Jo-Elle Mbgerman as a sign of
the adm ration and respect of this

| egi sl ati ve body.

( Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recognizes Dr. Mbger nman
for remarks

DR. MOGERMAN: Well, thank
you all. Thank you all very much.
This is quite an honor -- and we
woke her up because she was
sl eeping -- is because
fundanental | y people can't be what
they can't see, right. And so, |I'm
happy and honored to be here, to be
the steward of the nation's ol dest
zoo and to really sort of
denonstrate the power of animals in
our lives. There's so nuch that
animal s and nature have to teach
us. And I'mreally excited to be
headi ng up the zoo and to work with
all of you because nature and
wildlife and aninmals can be a
solution to our problens.

So as a conservationist, |
fundanental | y believe that

conservation can be a platformfor
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social good. |'mlooking forward
to working with all of you to nake
Phi | adel phia a better city and to
make sure that the nation's ol dest
zoo i s that |eading-edge zoo. And
we have sone work to do, but we
will get there and we'll get there
together and we'll uplift the City
in the process.

So |I''m super excited and
just the budget, yes --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Yeah, say it again.

DR. MOGERMAN:  Supporti ng
t he budget woul d be awesone. And
just sonme of you may not |ike
snakes. But this is really cool.
She's a boa constrictor so she's
squeezing on ny arm She just woke
up. She was snelling ne for a
nmonent. But she was in the
spotlight a couple of years ago
because she gave birth to a baby

snake but was never around a nal e.
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And sone snake species can do that,
yes.

So she gave birth to a
littl e snake so she's fanous. Yep,
"' m bringing fanousness to the
Council today, so | really do thank
you all. I'mprivileged to be
wor ki ng and honored to be working
with you all. And again,

Phi | adel phia Zoo is the nation's
ol dest zoo and we will make it the
best zoo for Phil adel phia and for
the world. So thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Council will now be at ease.

(Counci|l at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
And the next order of business is
conmuni cati ons.

The Chair requests that the
Sergeant-at-Arns deliver the
nmessages fromthe Mayor to the

Chief Cerk. The Chief Cerk wll
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read the nessages fromthe Mayor
and any ot her conmuni cations in her
possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nenbers of the
Council of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia. Pursuant to Sections
4-604 and 2-307 of the Home Rule
Charter, | amtoday transmtting to
t he Council the recommendation of
the Gty Planning Conm ssion on the
followwng bills: Bill No. 240020,
not for approval; 240058, not for
approval ; 240119, 240121, 240122,
240159, 240177, 240178 for
approval .

| amtransmtting for the
consi deration of your Honorabl e
Body a resolution confirmng the
reappoi ntment of Reginald Streater
to the Board of Education of the
School District of Philadel phia.

A resolution confirmng the

reappoi nt rent of Sarah- Ashl ey

Page 20

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
04/ 04/ 2024

4/ 4/ 24 - STATED - COWMUNI CATI ONS
Andrews to the Board of Education
of the School District of
Phi | adel phi a.

Confirm ng the
reappoi nt rent of Chau Wng Lamto
t he Board of Education of the
School District of Philadel phia.

Confirm ng the
reappoi nt mrent of Joyce W/ kerson to
t he Board of Education of the
School District of Philadel phia.

Confirm ng the appoi nt nment
of Crystal Cubbage to the Board of
Education of the School District of
Phi | adel phi a.

Confirm ng the appoi nt nment
of Wanda Noval es to the Board of
Education of the School District of
Phi | adel phi a.

Confirm ng the appoi nt nent
of Cheryl Harper to the Board of
Education of the School District of
Phi | adel phi a.

Confirm ng the appoi nt nent
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of Whitney Jones to the Board of
Education of the School District of
Phi | adel phi a.

Confirm ng the appoi nt nent
of Joan Stern to the Board of
Education of the School District of
Phi | adel phi a.

To the President and
menbers of the Council of
Phi | adel phia, | am pleased to
advi se you that on April 3, 2024 |
signed the follow ng bills which
wer e passed by Council at its
session on March 14, 2024: Bill
No. 240014 and Bill No. 240016.

| am pl eased to advi se you
that on April 3, 2024 | signed the
following bills which were passed
by Council at a session on Mrch
21, 2024. Bill Nos. 240010-A,
240008, 240009, 240011, 240089-A
and 240013- A

Council President, there

are no other communi cations in ny
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possessi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. The nessages will be
printed in the Journal.

The next order of business
is the introduction of bills and
resol utions.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Good
norni ng, president. Good norning,
col | eagues. And good norning to
the Gty of Philadel phia. 1 have

one resolution, non-privileged

resol ution, for introduction today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of the nonprivil eged
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zing the creation of a task
force to study and devel op

proposal s, strategies and
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reconmendati ons to enhance parental
guar di an engagenent, oversi ght,
accountability and resources wthin
the Gty of Phil adel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Council .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Kathy G| nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Good norni ng, Counci l
President. Good norning,
col | eagues. Today | offer one
privileged resolution. And on your
behal f, Council President, one
privileged resolution and one bill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the titles of the bill and

resol uti ons.
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CH EF CLERK: A privil eged
resol ution on behalf of Council
Presi dent honoring Phil adel phi a
76ers' Hall of Fanmer Allen |verson
for his trail blazing career in the
Nat i onal Basketball Association and
recogni zing Al as a Phil adel phi a
Basket bal | Living Legend.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution introduced by
Kat heri ne G | nore Ri chardson,
recogni zi ng and supporting the
heal th and wel | ness of Bl ack manmas
and birthing peopl e by
acknow edgi ng April 11th through
the 17th, 2024 as Bl ack Maternal
Health Week in the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on

today' s Final Passage Cal endar.
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CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance on behal f of the Counci
Presi dent, authorizing
encroachnments in the nature of a
sidewal k café in the vicinity of
2201 Christian Street,
Phi | adel phia, Pa 19146
("Property"), under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate Comm ttee.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | nrenber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Good norning, Council President.
Today | have one bill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
title of the resolution.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
amendi ng Section 9-203 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled

"Sidewal k Sales," to revise and
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clarify certain provisions rel ated
to City Parks & Recreation
facilities and nake rel ated
techni cal changes, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber |sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President.

| have nine non-privil eged
resol utions to introduce on your
behal f and one privil eged
resolution | wanted to introduce
that I"mco-introducing with the
great fellow fromthe Northeast,
Counci | renber M ke Driscoll as wel
as our Majority Leader and really
the strong advocate for
apprenticeshi p prograns,
Counci | mrenber G I nore Ri chardson.

Today in the bal cony area,
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we have the young people as well as
their teacher M. Jarrett from
Mayfair. Mayfair students, can you
all stand up so we can recogni ze
you and give you a round of
appl ause.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOMAS: | had a
chance to be on the dope students'
podcast and | know ot her of ny
col | eagues have participated in the
amazi ng podcast and | ook at sone of
the great work that M. Jarrett
does as well as the entire team
over there at Mayfair. So thank
you all for being here seeing your
governnent in action, and continue
to keep up the great work.

Thank you, Counci l
President. And thank you,
col | eagues.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
May the Cerk please read the

titles of the resol utions.
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CH EF CLERK: A privil eged
resol uti on honoring and
congratul ati ng the Chanpi on of the
Week Evin Jarrett, the Lead
Bui | di ng Trades Instructor, at
Mayfair School for his exenplary
servi ce expandi ng vocati ona
tradi ng opportunities for
Phi | adel phi a's yout h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
I ntroduced on the Counci
President's behal f, confirmng the
appoi nt rent of Crystal Cubbage to
t he Board of Education of the
School District of Philadel phia.

Confirm ng the appoi nt nent
of Sarah-Ashl ey Andrews to the
Board of Education of the Schoo

Di strict of Philadel phia.
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Confirm ng the appoi nt nent
of Joan Stern to the Board of
Education of the School District of
Phi | adel phi a.

Confirm ng the
reappoi ntment of Reginald Streater
to the Board of Education of the
School District of Philadel phia.

Confirm ng the appoi nt nent
of Wanda Noval es to the Board of
Education of the School District of
Phi | adel phi a.

Confirm ng the appoi nt ment
of Whitney Jones to the Board of
Education of the School District of
t he Phi |l adel phi a.

Confirm ng the
reappoi nt mrent of Joyce W/ kerson to
t he Board of Education of the
School District of Philadel phia.

And confirm ng the
appoi nt rent of Cheryl Harper to the
Board of Education of the Schoo

Di strict of Philadel phia.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
These resolutions wll be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: (Good
norning, M. President. Two bills.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Oerk please read the
titles of the bills.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
amendi ng Section 14-704 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Open
Space and Natural Resources," by
changing the applicability of steep
sl ope protection requirenents, for
certain streamrestoration
activities, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill --

CH EF CLERK: And -- sorry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Go ahead.
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CH EF CLERK: And an
or di nance anendi ng Section 14-500
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
“"Overlay Zoning Districts," by
amendi ng Section 14-524, entitled
"/ FDO, Fourth District Overlay
District," to establish use
regul ati ons on nedical facilities,
all under certain terns and
condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
These two bills wll be referred to
the appropriate commttee.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good nor ni ng.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  |'m
co-introduci ng one bill and one
resolution that's held with other
Counci | peopl e right now.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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WIIl the Cerk please read the
titles of the bill and resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  No.

CH EF CLERK:  You can go to
Lozada.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President.

| offer one bill and one
privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Oerk please read the
titles of the bill and resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privil eged
resol uti on recogni zi ng and honori ng
the staff of MPherson Square
Li brary for their heroic efforts in
bui | di ng and mai ntaini ng safe
spaces within one of the nost
vul nerabl e but resilient
communities in the Gty of

Phi | adel phi a.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And an
or di nance aut hori zi ng an
encroachnment in the nature of a
staircase in the vicinity of 1951
East Monnouth Street Phil adel phi a,
PA 19134, under certain ternms and
condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Jeffrey Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you, M. President.

| offer one bill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
title of the bill.

CH EF CLERK: An ordinance
anmendi ng Section 14-529 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "/ VDG
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Fifth District Overlay District,"
by renoving the exenption fromthe
| andscapi ng standards in the Zoning
Code, all wunder certain terns and
condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President.

| have one privileged
resolution and one bill to
I ntroduce today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Oerk please read the
titles of the bill and the
privileged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recognizing April 2024
as Autism Acceptance & Awareness
Month in the Gty of Philadel phia

and conmendi ng the work of HUNE,
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H spanos Uni dos Para Nino's
Excepci onal es in supporting people
living wth autismas well as their
famlies and | oved ones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 9-800 of
The Phi |l adel phia Code, entitled

“Landl ord and Tenant," to nodify
requi rements and aut hori zati ons
related to the City' s residential
Evi cti on Diversion Program
I ncl udi ng associ ated changes to the
| andl ord and tenant relationship
and to nmake certain technical
changes, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate commttee. Just for

correcting the record, the forner

resolution wll be placed on
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today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President.

| have one privileged
resol uti on co-introduced by
Counci | woman Lozada, Driscoll
Squilla and nysel f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
title of the resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privil eged
resol uti on honoring Ji m R dgeway,
menber of the 24th District PDAC
whose |ifelong residence in
Harrowgat e has inspired his
conmmunity outreach and cl ean-up
efforts.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on

today' s Final Passage Cal endar.
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Council wll be at ease for
a second.

(Counci|l at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Counci | mrenber Harrity, do you have
a bill you want to introduce as
wel | ?

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  |'m
sorry. The co-introducer Driscol
is going to put it in. | apologize
for the confusion.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Okay. Al right. Just for
clarity, in ternms of the flow only
the prinme sponsors have to
i ntroduce. Even though you're a
co-sponsor, we just for the record
want the prine sponsor just to
i ntroduce and then we go from
there. Thank you.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber O Rourke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Thank

you, Council President.
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| have one privil eged
resolution that | am co-introducing
al ongsi de t he Counci | nenber Rue
Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of the resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privil eged
resol ution authorizing the Joint
Conmm ttees on Housi ng, Nei ghborhood
Devel opnent and the Honel ess and
Li censes & I nspections to hold
public hearings to exam ne the
condi tions of rental housing,
rental code enforcenment and the
need for rental repairs throughout
the Gty of Phil adel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Good
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norni ng, M. President.

| offer four bills for
consi der ati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
titles of the bills.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anmending Title 19 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
"Fi nances, Taxes and Col |l ections,"
and Title 21 of The Phil adel phia
Code, entitled "M scell aneous," by
aut hori zi ng access to | egal
representation for certain owners
of blighted and deteriorated
dwel I i ngs and providing for tax
forgi veness and exenptions for
I nprovenents to certain
deteriorated areas and dwellings to
I ncentivize the creation and
I nprovenent of affordable housing
units, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance to anend the Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changing the zoni ng
designations of certain areas of
| and, |ocated within an area
bounded by Kensi ngton Avenue,
Bucki us Street, Frankford Avenue
and Ti oga Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
amendi ng Section 14-533 of The
Phi | adel phia Code, entitled "/MN,
M xed | ncone Nei ghbor hoods Overl ay
District,"” to expand the applicable
area in the vicinity of Buckius
Street and Tioga Street, all under
certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the

appropriate conmttee.
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CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance anending Title 14 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code by anendi ng
Section 14-702, entitled "Floor
Area, Height and Dwel ling Unit
Density Bonuses," to anend
provisions related to the Transit
| mprovenent s bonus and by maki ng
rel ated changes, all under certain
terms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber O Nei l I.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Mar k Squil | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, M. President.

| offer one bill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
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title of the bill.

CH EF CLERK: An ordinance
aut hori zing the installation,
owner shi p and mai nt enance of
vari ous encroachnents al ong the 700
bl ock of Sansom Street,
Phi | adel phi a, PA 19106, under
certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmmttee.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President.

No bills or resolutions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Ni na Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  Thank
you, M. President.

No bills or resolutions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The next order of business is
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reports from Committees.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Mark Squilla for a
report fromthe Commttee on
Appropri ati ons.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, M. President.

The Comm ttee reports out
three bills with a favorable
reconmendat i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIlIl the Chief Cerk please
read the report.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nmenbers of the
Council of City of Phil adel phia,
the Committee on Appropriations to
which was referred Bill No. 240176,
entitled authorizing transfers in
appropriations for Fiscal Year 2024
fromthe General Fund, certain or
all Gty offices, departnents,

boards and comm ssi ons, and the
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Grants Revenue Fund, certain or all
City offices, departnents, boards
and comm ssions, to the General
Fund, certain or all Cty offices,
departnents, boards and conm ssi ons
and to the Aviation Fund, certain
or all Gty offices, departnents,
boards and comm ssi ons,
respectfully reports it has
consi dered and anended the sane and
returns the attached bill to
Council with a favorable
reconmendat i on.

The Comm ttee on
Appropriations to which was
referred Bill No. 240177, entitled
anmending Bill No. 230145, entitled
“An Ordi nance To adopt a Fi scal
2024 Capital Budget," by revising
vari ous appropriation anmounts and
totals, all under certain terns and
conditions, respectfully reports it
has consi dered and anended the sane

and returns the attached bill to

Page 45

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
04/ 04/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

4/ 4/ 24 - STATED - REPORTS
the Council with a favorable
reconmendat i on.

Bill No. 240178, entitled
amending Bill No. 230144, entitled
“"An Ordi nance To adopt a Capital
Program for the Six Fiscal Years
2024, 2029 inclusive, by revising
vari ous appropriation amunts and
totals, to conformto anendnents to
t he FY2024 Capital Budget
Ordi nance, all under certain terns
and conditions, respectfully
reports it has considered and
anmended the sane and returns the
attached bill to Council wth a
favorabl e recomendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Squilla for a notion.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, M. President.

I nove that the rul es of
Counci | be suspended to admt first

reading this day of Bill Nos.
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240176, 240177, 240178 that were
just read into the record by the
Chief d erk.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the rules of Council
be suspended so as to permt first
reading this day of Bill Nos.
240176, 240177 and 240178.

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it. The notion
carries. Bill Nos. 240176, 240177
and 240178 w Il be placed on our
First Readi ng Cal endar for today.

The Chair recognizes N na
Ahmad for a report fromthe

Comm ttee on Public Health and
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Human Servi ces.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Thank
you, M. President.

The Comm ttee on Public
Heal th and Human Services reports
out two bills with a favorable
reconmendat i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Oerk please read the
report.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nenbers of the
Council of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, the Commttee on
Public Health and Human Services to
whi ch was referred Bill No. 240015
entitled addi ng a new Chapter
6- 1600 to The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Gty Reports On Opioid
Antidote Use," to require certain
reports fromthe Gty fromthe
O fice of the Managing Director to
Counci |l concerning the City's use

of opioid antidote, all under
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certain terns and conditions,
respectfully reports it has
consi dered the sane and returns the
attached bill to Council wth a
favorabl e reconmendati on.

And Bill No. 240017,
entitl ed adding a new Chapter
10- 2700 to The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "City Reports with

| nper m ssi ble Canping,” to require
certain reports fromthe Ofice of
t he Managing Director to Counci
concerni ng canping activities
carried out in violation of the
Code in the GCty's efforts to
address such activities, all under
certain terns and conditions,
respectfully reports it has
consi dered the sanme and returns the
attached bill to Council wth a
favorabl e recomendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber

Ahmad for a notion.
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COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Thank
you, M. President.

I nove that the rul es of
Counci | be suspended to permt
first reading of this day of Bil
Nos. 240015 and 240017 that were
just read into the record by the
Chi ef d erk.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the rules of Council
be suspended so as to permt first
reading this day of Bill Nos.
240015 and 240017.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it. The notion

carries. Bill Nos. 240015 and
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240017 will be placed on our First
Readi ng Cal endar for today.

The next order of business
I's the consideration of the
Calendar. | note that the bills
just reported fromCommttee with
t he suspensi on of the rules have
been deened to have had a first
reading. These bills will be
pl aced on the Second Readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endar for our next
sessi on of Council.

As there are no additiona
bills on the First Reading
Cal endar, the Chair recognizes
Counci | menber G | nore Richardson
for the purpose of calling up bills
and resolutions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endar.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President.

The followng bills and

resolutions are on the Second

Page 51

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
04/ 04/ 2024

4/ 4/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endar
for today: Nos. 240223, 240227,
240229, 240230, 240020-A, 240066,
240019 and 240087.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Before considering
these bills and resolutions, we
consi der public comment as follows:
Your public conment nust concern
matters on the Second Readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endars for
possi bl e action at today's Counci l
session. All speakers nust sign up
in order to testify.

I f you have not already
signed up for today's session,
pl ease do so now by giving your
name to Ms. Hasson at the table
outside the rails to ny left. Once
you have signed up, you will be
called in the order in which your
name appears on the sign-up sheet.

Under ideal circunstances,

public comenters each will have
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three mnutes to speak. However,
this tinme may vary from session-to-
session. And due to today's
volume, the time limt wll be two
mnutes. In order to be fair to
all those w shing to speak, |
intend to hold faithfully to the
two-mnute limt.

When you wi I | begin
speaking, you will see a green
light on the podium \When there
are 30 seconds remaining to your
time, the light will turn yell ow,
which is your rem nder to concl ude
your remarks. Once two m nutes has
passed, the light will turn red and
the Sergeant-at-Arns wl |
di sconnect the m crophone.

At that nonent, please
yield the podiumto the next
speaker if you have not already
done so. | also reserve the right
pursuant to our rules of Council to

limt repetitious comments on the
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same matter.

I wll now ask the Chi ef
Clerk to please read the nane of
our first speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Harris Mihzer
on the Biden ACP Act.

(No response.)

CH EF CLERK: W/ liam
Det oro Vargas on auti sm awar eness.

(Wtness approached
podi um)

MR. VARGAS: Good norni ng.
My name is WIIliam Detoro Vargas.
Today | stand before you deeply
noved and grateful as an individual
with autismto express ny heartfelt
thanks to all those who chanpi oned
the cause of people with
disabilities.

The City of Phil adel phia's
deci sion to pass the resolution in
honor of HUNE, the organization I
represent, al ongside recognizing

Autism Acceptance Month, truly
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enbodi es the spirit of inclusivity
with values so highly. It is
i mrense pride and honor that |
address you today as soneone wth
autism

First and forenost, ny
sincere appreciation goes to Mayor
Par ker, Amy N eves, the former
Executive Director of the
Commi ssion with Disabilities,
Counci | President Johnson,
Counci | renber Brooks who sponsored
this resolution as well as our
| ocal District Council nenber Quetcy
Lozada for their unwavering support
and dedi cati on.

The commendabl e efforts of
the Mayor's Conmmi ssion on
Disabilities, particularly under
the | eadership of Any have
significantly inpacted our
community. In 2023 Any played a
pivotal role in the relaunch of the

Phi | adel phia's Disabilities
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Characteristics Map, achieving
gl obal recognition for disabilities
the coll aborations with the U S,
Census.

| also want to nmention that
furthernore Phil adel phia's
designation as the first sensory-
inclusive certified by U S.
Kul tureCty marks an historic
achi evenent. Autism Acceptance
Mont h does not only cel ebrate
I ndividuals wth autism but also
to reflect on and recogni ze the
progress and ongoing efforts on
behal f of people with disabilities.
This nonth is a time for both
education and reflection as we
cont enpl ate our achi evenents and
path forward. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIl the derk please cal

t he next speaker.
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CH EF CLERK: Paul Birdsong
on blueprint communities.

(Wtness approached
podi um)

MR. BIRDSONG M/ nane is
Paul Birdsong. |'mthe Ceneral of
the New Age Panther Party in
M chi gan and in Phil adel phia, and I
am a Deputy Ceneral of the chapter
in Los Angeles. |'mhere to speak
about Resol ution 240229. It says
at the bottom of the resol ution,
the Gty of Phil adel phia supports
and pronot es nei ghborhood and/ or
community revitalizations,
i ncl uding the adaptive reuse of
ol der buil dings, investnent in
public infrastructure, active
transportation, supported conmmunity
engagenent activity, building |ocal
| eader shi p, devel opi ng
col | aborative partnerships and
participating and practicing sone

| ocal and regional planning skills.
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My thing is you have a
group in Philadel phia that is ready
to stand up and serve the community
that's made up of civilians. W
mentioned this yesterday in the
budget neeting. These groups,
these communi ty organi zati ons t hat
are ready to actively -- if you put
into acity where killing is
happening as rapidly as it is here,
that noney is going to go to waste.

The noney needs to go into
protecting those resources. |If
we're going to beautify the Cty,
we need civilian oversight and we
need people fromthe comunity that
can get paid to be there to police
t hose nei ghbor hoods and t hose
comunities and keep them safe.

W al so need t hat
state-of-the-art forensics |[ab that
t he Mayor proposed so that we can
protect this Gty and solve the

crinmes, the 50 percent of the
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hom ci des that aren't solved here
every year so they can be sol ved.
Thi s needs to happen right now.

I was watching an ol d news
clip that there's already a state-
of -the-art community in University
City that can be used for this
right now. So my question is,
peopl e, what are we waiting for,
what are we waiting for. It's
already there. W don't have to
wait. W can have justice and
closure now. Wat are we waiting
for.

G ve ne a | ogical excuse
while we're waiting. Wy these
not hers from 2018 are still waiting
to find out who killed their child.
| see the red light. Al power to
t he peopl e.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Clerk, please call the next

speaker.
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CH EF CLERK: Marvin
Robi nson on rental code resol ution.

(Wtness approached
podi um)

MR. ROBINSON: First of
all, I want to give ny honor to ny
Lord and Saviour, to the President,
to Gty Council, to everybody here.
My name is Marvin Robinson. ['ma
menber of Rental United
Phi |l adel phia. [I'ma commttee
person and the Second Vice-
president of the 4th Ward, the
Executive Board. [|'malso the
mayor of West Phil adel phia, those
t hat know ne.

I'"'m here on behal f of
supporting a resolution for rental
repair. | want to say | appreciate
those who cane out to our press
conference neeting yesterday. To
the Gty Council nenbers that was
there, can y'all please raise y'all

hands to |l et the people know who

Page 60

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
04/ 04/ 2024

4/ 4/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
was at the press conference.

(Hands rai sed.)

MR. ROBI NSON:  Thank you
very much. Also, |'m here because
I had ny own experience about
renting fromlandl ords, bad
| andl ords. They need to be held
accountable nore. So what we're
trying to cone up with, a
resolution to hold I andlords and
realtors nore accountable for their
actions that they're not taking
care of the tenants.

It's over 50 percent of
renters in Philadel phia, so that's
50 percent house-owned and 50
percent rental. And no renter
shoul d have to go through suffering
in a way that |'ve seen people
suffering in ny community.

Renenber, |I'ma conmttee person so
| deal with a | ot of people and |
hear their concerns.

So I'mgoing to let you
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know about mnes a little bit and
I'"'mnot going to take too | ong
because | know this bell is going
to go off. But |I want to just
share this with y'all. Pl ease,
this should not be a bill. And
hopefully, if it do cone to be a
bill, that it shouldn't take |ong
for all Gty Councilors to cone
t oget her because this a
responsibility for all y'all in the
Cty of Phil adel phi a.

My main concern is
hopefully that those that are
sponsoring this bill, that the rest
of Gty Council will continue to
support this bill because this
hel ps everybody in the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.

And anot her thing | wanted
to also say, |I'm here because when
big tinme realtors cone into ny
nei ghbor hood buyi ng up these

properties, kicking | owincone
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peopl e out and then when it's tine
for themto go back in there, they
can't afford the honmes. | saw that
I n ny nei ghborhood in the 4th Ward.
| had saw that.

Al so, we had a garden that
they had took away fromus -- all
right, one mnute. They took the
garden away fromus and we l|let the
peopl e know that we cannot all ow
realtors keep comng in our
nei ghbor hoods doi ng what they
doing. So thank you. | wll be
here every day as long as we try to
get this bill passed when it cones
to being passed because this is
conmonsense,

And | don't nean to take up
this time. And |'mnot here to
fuss wth nobody, but I'"mhere to
let y'all know we need this
resolution to come to be a bill

Thank you.
( Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
person for public comrent.
CH EF CLERK: WMark Postell,
bl ueprint comunities.

(Wtness approached

podi um )

MR. POSTELL: Good norni ng.
I'"m Mark Postell, concerned citizen
of Phil adel phia. | was here

yesterday at the budget neeting.
And |'m here in support of
directing funding for citizens that
really want to be a part of a
vi si bl e presence on the street.

| believe it's very
necessary. The Mayor decl ared us
in a state of emergency January
1st. And to be quite honest, |
beli eve we've been in a state of
enmer gency before January 1st and |
believe we still are. Petty crines
i ke children smashi ng wi ndows and

denting cars, to the sensel ess
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vi ol ence and gun nurders out here
that's taking place, we're losing a
| ot of people and | believe a
vi si bl e presence on the streets,
Feet on the Street, Boots on the
G ound, Town Watch 2.0, Guardi an
Angel s, whatever you want to cal
it is necessary.

We have too nmany
organi zations ready, wlling and
able to get out there on the
street. | joined a novenent called
Operation Hug a Block, and it was
77 nights from10:00 p.m to
4:00 a.m we was out there trying
to deter the violence on the
streets.

And statistically shown we
made an inpact. And | believe even
i f people like you nore inportantly
who joined us on the first night of
Operati on Hug the Bl ock,

M. President, and, M. O Rourke,

you joined us a few tines out there
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onit, | believe that's very

i nportant for our community to see
how nmuch you guys really care, you
know.

And | think citizens would
join us nore if you guys were out
there along with police and high-
ranking officials off duty cone and
join us to walk the streets. It's
enough of us. It's nore |ove than
it is the hate out there, but the
hate is shining through in our
city. And it's scary.

|'"'ma parent of four and
|"mscared for nmy son to wal k three
bl ocks to the left and one bl ock
up. And we don't deserve that. W
deserve a nore healthier way of
life. And at the end of the day we
have the noney to do it, so |
support direct funding to groups
like Philly Troops and Feet on the
Street, Boots on the G ound. Thank

you.
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( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIl the derk please cal
t he next speaker for public
conmrent .

CH EF CLERK: Kate Perez on
Bi den's ACP Act.

(Wtness approached
podi um )

M5. PEREZ: M nane is
Kate. The Affordable Connectivity
Program can of fer househol d
di scounts on their Internet service
up to $30 and $75 for people on
qualifying tribal lands. In sone
cases this nmakes the Internet free.

There's three ways to be
eligible for the ACP program The
househol ds can al ready neet their
provi ders | ow I nternet program or
they can qualify -- or they should
be at or 200 percent below the

federal poverty line. Soneone in
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this household has to be qualified
for governnent assistance program
Those are prograns |i ke SNAP and
W C.

SNAP i s what we knew as
food stanps and the program
actually al so took a huge cut |ast
year, which | ost people about $82
of SNAP benefits a nonth. The WC
programis actually also facing a
funding cliff despite having
supported the devel opnent of 2 out
of 5 Anmerican babies.

It's hard to i nmagi ne how
nearly all of our welfare prograns
are chronically underfunded, but we
still have billions of dollars to
send to foreign mlitaries. Apri
is our last fully-funded nonth of
the Affordable Connectivity
Program Meaning that soon 20
mllion Americans m ght not have
access to the Internet any nore.

That's about 1 in 5

Page 68

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
04/ 04/ 2024

4/ 4/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
Anmericans who don't have access to
the Internet cost as a factor.
These are our nost vul nerable
popul ati on, and the governnent
keeps dragging their feet on
ensuring that these prograns are
fully funded.

20 mllion househol ds m ght
not have the expendabl e i ncone.

And $30 a nonth is $360 a year.
That's maybe enough for a doctor's
visit, maybe some bl ood work. W
use the Internet for essentials

i ke finding doctors and having the
privilege to be in the country that
still has functional hospitals.

We use the Internet to
contact our famlies and we're
lucky to live in a country where we
still have famlies to call. W
need a ceasefire and we need a
per manent armns enbargo agai nst

I srael. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Kate Wallis
on auti sm awar eness.

(Wtness approached
podi um )

DR. WALLIS: Good norni ng,
Council President. M nane is
Dr. Kate WAllis and |I' m speaking in
support of Council nenber Brooks'
resol ution recognizing April 2024
as Auti sm Acceptance & Awar eness
Month in the Gty of Phil adel phia.

| am a devel opnental and
behavi oral pediatrician at
Children's Hospital of Philadel phia
or CHOP, a researcher at CHOP' s
Center for Autism Research and a
faculty nmenber at CHOP' s Policy
Lab. As a clinician who cares for
many autistic children fromearly
chi | dhood t hrough young adul t hood,

a health equity researcher who
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studies autism | amthrilled to
voi ce my support for the proposed
resol ution, recognizing April 2024
as Autism Acceptance & Awar eness
Mont h and commendi ng the wor k of
HUNE, H spanos Uni dos Para N no's
Excepci onal es and the Phil adel phi a
Autism Project in supporting people
living wth autismas well as their
fam lies and | oved ones.

As a devel opnental and
behavi oral pediatrician, | have the
privilege of working with children
and famlies on the autism
spectrum | amalso the |ead
researcher on the study cited in
the resolution that 1 in 31
chil dren across the Phil adel phia
region neets criteria for autismor
3.2 percent of all children.

Wi | e decades of data found
that children who identify as Bl ack
or Latina were underidentified as

bei ng on the autism spectrum nore
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recent national and our own | ocal
dat a suggests that Bl ack, Hi spanic,
Lati na and Asian children are | east
as likely as Wiite children to have
autism

This nmeans that autismis a
form of neurodivergance that
affects every popul ati on across the
City and that every Council person
represents a district in which
children and famlies on the
spectrumreside. W are so
grateful to Gty Council for
recogni zi ng the inportance of
autismin Phil adel phia through this
resol ution.

We know, however, there's a
| ot of work to do to help all
autistic children and famlies and
children achieve health equity in
terms of support services and
ultimately outcones and prosperity.
CHOP is committed to aneliorating

heal th disparities in autism
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t hrough our clinical prograns,
research and community outreach.
We are hopeful that we can serve as
a resource and a partner for Cty
Council to make the lives of
famlies better. Thank you again
for the opportunity to speak today
and for recognizing April 2024 as

Auti sm Accept ance & Awar eness

Mont h.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIl the derk please cal
t he next person for public comment.
CH EF CLERK: Jami el Onens
on Autism Awar eness.
(Wtness approached
podi um)
MR. OVENS: Good norni ng,
Council President. M nane is
Jam el Omens and |'m speaking in
support of Council nenber Brooks'

resol ution recognizing April 2024
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as Autism Acceptance & Awar eness
nmonth in the City of Phil adel phia.
First, I would like to thank
Counci | nrenber Brooks and her staff
as well as all of the
Counci | renbers here today for
allowi ng ne and ny col | eague
Dr. Wallis to speak. And a speci al
congratul ations to HUNE and the
Phi | adel phia Autism Project for all
of the amazi ng work they have done
and w Il continue to do.

| amthe Fam |y Rel ati ons
Coordinator at the Children's
Hospi tal of Phil adel phia's Center
for Autism Research. |1'malso a
father of an autistic child and a
i felong Phil adel phia resident.
The reality for nost parents with a
child with special needs is that
they will never have a nornal
child.

Qur thoughts often take off

into a space of depression and
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regret. Wen ny son Shane was

di agnosed at the age 3, | did what
nost nen do. | rationalized ny
son's worth in society based on the
di agnosi s he was given, the direct
correlation with the painful stain
and blow to ny ego and pride.

For his nother, she bl aned
herself for birthing a child who
had al ready been characterized and
| abel ed wi t hout even having the
chance to explore the world in
ti mel ess i nnocence, which we as
adults try to achi eve again every
day.

As | read this to all of
you right now, another marriage
w ||l be annuled due to the stress
of the diagnosis. Another child
has been placed in the corner of a
room and | eft al one because they
are not understood. Right now a
father is at work masking the

stress and sadness of their child
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because he feels he has no one. A
not her has given their autistic
child away to another famly nenber
because they feel alone and they
are using the termtoo often said
whi ch is autism one.

Each one of you are here
t oday because the public believes
in you and | believe in you. M
ask for each one of you is to join
us in educating and supporting the
famlies in which we all serve. MW
reason is sinply that | cannot | ove
my son and advocate for himw thout
doi ng the same for other autistics

like himand their famlies. Thank

you.
( Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIIl the Cerk please cal
t he next speaker.
CH EF CLERK: Cl eopatra

Robi nson.
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(Wtness approached
podi um )

M5. ROBI NSON:  CGood
norning. | am C eopatra Robi nson
and | am the Founder and Executive
Director of A Honme From Shana
Foundation, which is a 501(c)(3)
that is raising awareness of the
Bl ack maternal nortality crisis and
wor ki ng to i nprove birth outcones
by educating famlies on doing the
support, safe childbirth and
childbirth rights.

| would like to thank
Counci | President Johnson and
Majority Leader G | nore Richardson
for her continued support behind
Bl ack maternal health and all
Counci | nrenbers before nme. |It's
critical that you support Bl ack
Mat ernal Heal th Week.

Bl ack Maternal Health Wek
I's considered a week of activism

and conmunity buil ding founded by
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Bl ack Mamas Matter Alliance to

rai se awareness, inspire activism
and strengthen organi zing for Bl ack
mat er nal health. For seven days,

Bl ack maternal health-focused
organi zations from across the
country align with the same m ssion
as we col |l aborate and host events
that create w despread inpact to
support Bl ack birthing people in
mat er nal heal t h.

Counci | President and
Counci | renbers, as | amin support
of recogni zing a week to Bl ack
mat ernal health, | ask that you not
only acknow edge Bl ack Mat er nal
Heal t h Week but that you support
grassroots organi zations |like A
Home From Shana Foundation that are
actual ly here in Phil adel phia that
advocate and support Bl ack and
Brown pregnant people in your
comuni ties that are showing up 10

toes down the other 358 days of the
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year. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

WIIl the Cerk please call the next

speaker.

CH EF CLERK:  Sal eenmah
McNei | .

(Wtness approached
podi um)

M5. McNEIL: Good norning
and thank you all for com ng.
Again, ny nane is Sal eemah McNeil .
"' mthe Founder and Executive
Director of OGshun Famly Center.
Thank you Counci | nenbers,
especi al ly Council mrenbers N na
Ahmad and Kat herine G I nore
Ri chardson who have been al ongsi de
with nme in this fight for Black
mat ernal health since the
begi nni ng.

Again, Gshun Fam |y Center
is a nonprofit organization here in

Phi | adel phi a geared t owards hel pi ng
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to reduce the disparities in Bl ack
maternal norbidity and nortality.
And we do that in several ways. W
do that by providing nental health
support where reproductive
psychot herapi sts w || understand
the plight of Black birthing
famlies. W provide doul a support
and | actation support through other
clinical trial collaboration that
we have with Tenple University.

Thi s unprecedented with us
being able to sit at the table with
Bl ack wonen securing research
studi es on Bl ack bodies. W have
been victim zed by the health
system for generations and we're
| ooki ng to change that today in
nmovi ng forward. W know what the
I ssues are.

We know that we are dying
three to four times higher than our
White counterparts for reasons such

cardi ovascul ar di sease, racism
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opi oi d disorder and nental health
di sorders that will result in
suicide. | cone to you today as an
advocate as a maternal nental
heal th di srupter and a parent and
victimnyself of the hospital
system

| amentering ny 18th
parenting anni versary tonorrow.
And t hroughout that journey, | have
| earned so nmuch because being a
survivor of a traumatic birthing
experience has really fostered the
work that | do here today. So |
wel cone you all to join us in the
fight of Black maternal norbidity
and nortality in creating better
health systens for our famlies to
thrive because it starts at
i nception. Well, thank you all so
much.

| was about to say did they
cut my mc because |I seen the

green. |'mhere today to garner
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your support for the resolution
that's being introduced for us to
recogni ze Bl ack Maternal Health
Week for April 11th through 17th
annually. This is sonething that
we do every year.

Gshun Famly Center with
ot her communi ty-based organi zati ons
are the ones who are |leading this
mssion. So join us this year and
every year noving forward for Bl ack
Mat ernal Health Week April 11th
t hrough the 17th. And | encourage
you all to check your emails for
your invitations. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Clerk, please call the next

speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Tuesday
Chal ners.

(Wtness approached
podi um)

M5. CHALMERS: H . M nane
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I's Tuesday Chalners. [I'mthe teen
i brarian at McPherson Square
branch, and | just kind of wanted
to tell you about us. Thank you,
Counci | woman Lozada, for inviting
nme here. | stand in front of you
as a librarian, but nore
inportantly as a |longtine resident
i n Harrowgat e and Kensi ngton. |
grew up there, so MPherson has
al ways had a special place in ny
heart .

It has a rich history in
t he nei ghborhood past and present,
and our staff continue to pave the
way for the future youth. It is a
safe hub for all. The library has
a heavily-attended afterschoo
program and it provides |lunches
daily. W nake sure that no child
goes hungry and there's always a
fun activity to do.

Fam |lies can attend nusic

| essons, cooking | essons, chicken
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story tinme which is one of ny
favorites, sign-making, gardening,
arts and crafts and for adults we
have career workshops, crochet.

And during the year, the library
col | aborates with other Cty
agencies, wth Parks & Rec, MDO and
t he Phil adel phia Police to activate
a safe space outside and host |arge
events such as the Fall Fest and
the Wnter Fest.

Thi s past Decenber
McPher son gave out 500-plus toys to
our youth during Wnter Fest. The
staff at McPherson has participated
in Narcan and Stop the Bl eed
trainings. The library has a
hygi ene cl oset for our patrons in
need. W truly care about our
comunity and try every day to nmake
the library place a safe and
inclusive -- sorry. |I'mhonored to
stand in front of you and share ny

story, and thank you all for
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l'i stening.
( Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.
WIIl the Cerk please cal
t he next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Sanuel

Kut t ab.

(Wtness approached
podi um )

MR. KUTTAB: Sanuel Kutt ab.
Is this about the resolution -- no,

| didn't think so because | was
going to ask for equal tine as the
snake.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Ckay. Thank you, Sam (Good to see
you t hough.

WIIl the derk please cal
t he next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: (I naudi bl e).

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next

speaker.
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CH EF CLERK: W nni e Zhou.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That concl udes today's public
comment peri od.

W will now consider the
bills and resolutions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endar.

WIl the derk please read
the title of Resolution No. 240223.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
approvi ng the redevel opnent
contract of the Phil adel phia
Redevel opnent Authority for the
redevel opnent and urban renewal of
a portion of the 44th and Aspen
Urban Renewal Area, identified by
house nunber and street address as
644- 646 North 40th Street, a
portion of the Mantua Urban Renewal
Area, identified by house nunbers
and street addresses as 827, 843,
847, 849, 841, 865 and 867 North

40th Street and a portion of the

Page 86

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
04/ 04/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

4/ 4/ 24 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

Sarah Allen U ban Renewal Area,
i dentified by house nunbers and
street addresses as 818 North 40th
Street, 830 North 40th Street; and
aut hori zi ng the Redevel opnent
Aut hority to execute the
redevel opnment contract with North
40th Street LP and to take such
action as may be necessary to
ef fectuate the redevel opnent
contract.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Jam e Gauthier for a notion
regardi ng 240223.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Thomas on Jam e Gauthier's behal f.

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:  Thank
you, Council President. On behalf
of Counci |l menber Gauthier, | nove

for the adoption of the resol ution.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that Resolution No. 240223
be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The notion carries and the
resolution is adopted.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 240227.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
calling on President Biden and
Congress to prioritize a pernmanent
reaut hori zation and fundi ng of the
bi parti san Affordabl e Connectivity
Program ACP.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
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Rue Landau for a notion regarding
Resol uti on No. 240227.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Thank
you, Council President.

I nove for the adoption of
the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that Resolution No. 240227
be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it. The notion
carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

The Cerk will please read
the title of Resolution No. 240229.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
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aut hori zing the participation of
Phi | adel phia in the 2024 cohort of
t he Phil adel phia Bl uepri nt
Communi ti es Program

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Lozada for a notion regarding
Resol ution No. 240229.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that Resolution No. 240229
be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The ayes have it and the notion
carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

The Cerk will please read
the title of Resolution No. 240230.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zi ng the Comm ssi oner of
Public Property to execute and
deliver to the Phil adel phia
Redevel opnent Aut hority deeds
conveying fee sinple title to 2903,
2907 and 2925 Cecil B. More Avenue
in the 5th Councilmanic District of
the Gty of Philadel phia and
further authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority to transfer to the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank fee sinple
title to such properties pursuant
to Section 16-405 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber

Young for a notion regarding
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Resol uti on No. 240230.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

I nove for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that Resolution No. 240230
be adopt ed.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The notion carries. The resol ution
I s adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please read
the title of Bill No. 240019.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
adopti ng an anmendnent to Section V
of the Articles of Incorporation of

t he Phil adel phia Authority for
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| ndustrial Devel opnent by
i ncreasing the Authority's term of
exi stence to a date 50 years from
the date of approval of Articles of
Amendnment by the Secretary of the
Commonweal t h, under certain terms
and condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill having been read on two
di fferent days, the question nowis
shall the bill pass finally.

WIl the Chief Oerk please
call the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS: Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
G | nore Ri chardson.

(No response.)

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
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Thonmas.

Jones.

Landau.

Lozada.

Young.

Br ooks.

Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber
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Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Squi l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And, Council
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 16. The nays
are 0. A mjority of all nenbers
having voted in the affirmative,
the bill passes.

WIIl the Cerk please read
any additional resolutions on

today' s Cal endar.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
A privileged resolution introduced
by Counci |l menber G | nore Ri chardson
on the Council President's behal f
honori ng the Phil adel phia 76ers’
Hal | of Fanmer Allen Iverson for his
trail blazing career in the National
Basket bal | Associ ati on, recogni zing
Al as a Phil adel phi a Basket bal |
Li ving Legend.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Thomas for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

On behal f of Counci | menber
G I nore Richardson and on your
behal f, | nove for the adoption of
the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly

seconded the resol uti on be adopted.
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Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Al those in favor of the notion
will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution introduced by
Counci | menber G I nore Ri chardson
recogni zi ng and supporting the
heal th and wel | ness of Bl ack manmas
and birthing peopl e by
acknow edgi ng April 11th through
the 17th, 2024 as Bl ack Maternal
Health Week in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Thomas for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

Agai n, on behal f of
Counci | menber G | nore Richardson |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a
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resol uti on honoring and
congratul ati ng the Chanpi on of the
Week Evin Jarrett, the Lead
Bui | di ng Trades Instructor, at
Mayfair School for his exenplary
servi ce expandi ng vocati ona
training opportunities for
Phi | adel phia's youth introduced by
Counci | menber Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
| sai ah Thomas for a notion on the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

I nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll

signify by saying aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol ution introduced by
Counci | menber Lozada recogni zi ng
and honoring the staff of MPherson
Square Library for their heroic
efforts in building and mai ntaini ng
saf e spaces within one of the nost
vul nerabl e but resilient
communities in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Lozada for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption of
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t he resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol ution introduced by
Counci | mrenber Brooks recogni zi ng
April 2024 as Autism Acceptance &
Awar eness Month in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a and comendi ng t he
wor k of HUNE, H spanos Uni dos Para
Ni no's Excepcional es, in supporting
people living wth autismas well

as their famlies and | oved ones.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Thank
you, Council President.

I nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol ution i ntroduced by

Counci | menber Harrity, a resolution
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honoring Ji m R dgeway, nenber of
the 24th District PDAC, whose
lifelong residence in Harrowgate
has inspired his community outreach
and cl ean-up efforts.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: | nove
for the adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resol ution be
adopt ed.

Al those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution

i s adopt ed.
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CH EF CLERK: And a
resol uti on introduced by
Counci | mrenber O Rour ke aut hori zi ng
the Joint Conmttees on Housing,
Nei ghbor hood Devel opnent and the
Honel ess and Li censes and
I nspections to hold public hearings
to exam ne the conditions of rental
housi ng, rental code enforcenent
and the need for rental repairs
t hroughout the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

All those in favor wl |l
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signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
There are no nore resolutions on
the Cal endar for today.

Are there any speeches on
the part of the Mnority?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Yes,
Counci | President.

The Eviction Diversion
Programis set to expire this June.
The bill | amintroduci ng today
along with ny col | eagues
Counci | menber Gaut hi er,
Counci | mrenber O Rour ke,
Counci | menber Landau and

co-sponsored by -- let nme go
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t hrough the list. Council nenbers
| sai ah Thomas, N na Ahmad, Curtis
Jones, JimHarrity, Quetcy Lozada
and M ke Driscoll joining us as
co-sponsors. And we have a strong
maj ority and growi ng support for
maki ng evi ction diversion pernmanent
i n Phil adel phi a.

Eviction Diversion is a
programthat works. At yesterday's
press conference we heard from
Hani ah Harvey, a Bl ack nother who
was briefly honel ess after the
apartnment she was living in was
deened unsafe by L& . She lived in
a hotel roomw th her son for three
weeks exhausting her savings. Even
after she found a new apartnent and
a new job at Amazon, she still had
to sell her car in order to keep up
with rent.

She knew she needed to do
everything in her power to avoid an

eviction filing. For people who
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have eviction filings on their
record, it's next to inpossible to
find livable housing. And the
peopl e nost inpacted by eviction
filings are Black nothers |ike
Hani ah Harvey.

Thanks to the Eviction
Di versi on Program Haniah is able
to avoid an eviction filing, stay
in a home with her son. And
yesterday she shared that the
program hel ped her get through the
nost difficult tinmes in her life.
She told us with pride that she now
Is able to pay her rent on tine.
And for Hani ah and
t housands of ot her Phil adel phia
famlies, Eviction Diversion has
been a lifesaver. A crucial factor
in the programl s success has been
rental assistance or targeted
fi nanci al assi stance whi ch hel ped
roughly 38,000 | andl ords recoup

past due rent |ast year.
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Wth the support of
| eader shi p of Council President
Johnson, the City contributed 60
mllion in rental assistance over
the past two years, naking it
possi bl e for thousands of | andl ords
and renters to avoid going to court
over eviction filing. The program
is a national nodel praised by the
Wi te House and by Governor Shapiro
for stabilizing neighborhoods and
keepi ng people in their hones. And
now t hat Phil adel phi a has becone a
| eader in housing justice, we
cannot go back. And in the m dst
of a national housing crisis, we
must continue this programthat is
proven popul ar and effective at
keeping famlies in their hones.
Today |'m al so introducing

a resolution to recognize April as
Auti sm Accept ance & Awar eness Month
i n Phil adel phia and to commend t he

wor k of HUNE in supporting people
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living wth autismas well as their
famlies and | oved ones. G oups
i ke HUNE have hel ped to raise
awar eness about autism which has
led to nore and early diagnosis and
better health outcones.

As the Chair of the
Comm ttee on Peopl e of
Disabilities, I want to thank HUNE
for their inportant work to
I ncrease awareness and build a
culture of care and support around
children with autism This April
let's keep building on the progress
that we've made by recogni zi ng,
enbraci ng and supporting peopl e
with autismand their famlies.

Thank you so much, Counci
Presi dent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You're wel cone. Good job

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Thank
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you, Council President.

I'd like to start by
acknow edgi ng the presence of
soneone | |love very dearly. | had
the benefit of having ny wife here
on the first Council session, but
today | have the benefit of having
my nother and ny only begotten
nephew who are in the chanber here
behind me. Can y'all just wave to
t he peopl e?

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: MWy
nephew is a citizen of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vania on the
ot her side of the nountains way up
there near Erie, and ny nother
happens to be a resident of
Scottsdale, Arizona. So |I'm
grateful to have themwth us --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
V&l cone.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: - -

this week and this weekend. 1'd

Page 110

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
04/ 04/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

4/ 4/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
also like to go on by saying thank
you to ny partners and ny fell ow
toilers when it conmes to this CQur
Phill'y Nei ghborhoods platform
nanmel y, Menber Gaut hier, Menber
Landau and of course the esteened
trail blazing Mnority | eader
hersel f Kendra Brooks.

These | eaders, these
sisters, these wonen all bring
critical insight and experience to
this package and it's been a
wonder ful | earning experience
really to see it all cone together.
And | want us to think about what's
on the table here for a second.

Phi | adel phia is a beautiful
city with housing stock, however,
that doesn't always age as
beautifully. That's why a range of
repair prograns have nore fol ks
signed up to participate than
actual resources to serve them

And if honeowners are dealing with
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t hese struggles in properties
they're often fighting to hold
onto, | think it wouldn't be hard
to say that we all know that
renters are facing these struggles
as well.

So Counci | menber Landau and
| are introducing a resolution
calling for a hearing into how L&l
ensures that rental buildings are
up to code and that |andlords are
actually treating their tenants
with dignity that they deserve.
Tenants by the way aren't just
sitting around and waiting for
this. They have been fighting for
decades upon decades.

And since |'ve already
call ed out the nanes of sonme strong
wonen, | want to nane a few nore as
a way to talk a bit about Philly's
hi story of tenant organi zi ng.

Let's start with Lucy Spease. The

hi story buffs will know that
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M's. Spease was a resident of the
old 7th Ward, the one that
WE. Du Bois hinself wote about,
the one that was recently
cel ebrated through a nonth's | ong
tribute.

We cherish the culture that
was fostered in this space, but
let's be frank. The old 7th Ward
was slumlord central. M. Spease
lived in one such slumw th her
three children, and tragically they
died there as well. One cold
Decenber evening in 1936 their
bui | di ng col | apsed and t he Spease
bui | di ng perished along with a few
ot her co-tenants.

That strategy spurred
authorities to take that era's idea
of bold action to build public
housi ng in the wake of the
col |l apse, but it also spurred
residents in the 7th Ward to join

organi zers as the Tenants League.
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This Bl ack grassroots formation was
firmy at the vanguard of the fight
for fair and safe housing, applying
peopl e power in a tinme when Bl ack
fol ks demand were supposed to be
channel ed t hrough presel ected
"l eaders."

| also want to nane
Ms. Eden G bson, a nenber of
Renters United Phil adel phia --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: - -
who joi ned ny col | eagues and |
yesterday as we announced this
particular platform Her and
co-tenants are dealing with pipes
that are probably ol der than her
and as with so many Phil adel phi ans.
One day those pipes burst. This
was after over 20 calls to her
| andl ord, who basically said he'd
get around to it.

For Ms. G bson and her

daughter this led to intolerable
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l'iving conditions and hospital
visits. Wiich way did she turn
becones the question. To
community, to organi zing as part of
a |larger novenent, one that
i ncl udes today's grassroots
formations like Philly Thrive, the
Phi | adel phi a Rent Contr ol
Coalition, the Philly Tenants Union
and the West Oak Lane Tenants who
recently called out their |andlord
in tandem wi t h DSA.

Gven this history and this

present reality, the | east we can
do as legislators is bring real
public oversight to these patterns
of | acking code enforcenent.
Sadly, the era of slumords in
Philly has not ended. [|'m not
saying all large landlords fit this
nold, but it would be a lie to say
t hat none of them do.

So we do need to know how

L& recogni zes bad actors and neke
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themdo their job. It's the |east
that we can do so that fol ks on the
out si de understand what they're
facing as they organize for a city
that offers renters protection not
precarity. | believe it's a noble
thing and been glory to this body
if we're able to pass it.

Thank you so nmuch for your
time, Council President. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You're wel cone. Good job

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Speeches on behalf of the Majority,
the Chair recogni zes Council nenber
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

As we concl ude Ramadan, as
we concl uded Easter, as we | ook
forward to Passover, the one thing

that |'ve prayed on and |'ve
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| earned is that you could pray for
peace but you can't legislate it.
And what we have realized is that

i f both sides don't |ike sonething,
we shoul d probably listen. And in
an effort to change the world, we
shoul d begi n under our feet.

So | join my colleague in
under st andi ng that and hope that we
can pray for both peace in
Phi | adel phi a and peace in the
M ddl e East, but we cannot
| egislate it.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone, Council menber
Jones.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council President.

| just wanted to comend

Page 117

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
04/ 04/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

4/ 4/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
M nority Leader Brooks for her
| eadershi p and her office's
| eadership in working on the
Evi cti on Di version Program and
making it permanent. And |I'mal so
grateful to all of our coll eagues,
so many of our coll eagues that
co- sponsor ed.

Thi s program was sonet hi ng
that was borne out of crisis. It
cane during the pandem c when we
were being inundated with calls
from peopl e who were scared that
they woul d get evicted during the
bi ggest gl obal health crisis of our
time. But sonetines the best ideas
are borne out of crisis. And just
because we're out of the crisis
peri od doesn't nean that the
Evi cti on Di version Program and
ot her good ideas that canme during
t he pandem c shouldn't stay in
place. So |I'mreally excited about

the effort to nake it pernmanent.
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And | just wanted to rem nd
us about sone of the good out cones
that we have seen. Prior to the
pandem c, Phil adel phia was the
fourth highest evicting city in the
entire country. As Council nenber
Brooks said when we're talking
about evictions, nostly we're
tal ki ng about Bl ack and Brown
wonen, single nons getting
essentially kicked out on the
street and then having a black mark
on their records for years and
years and years.

And thanks to Eviction
Di versi on, we have an average of
10, 000 fewer evictions every single
year than we did prepandem c. And
| also want to encourage us to as
we go through these budget
negoti ati ons nmake sure that renta
assi stance gets into the budget.

Evi ction di versi on works

best when there is rental
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assi stance on the table because
many times it's sort of a paynent
I ssue. \Wien we were flushed with
rental assistance, we were able to
of fset over 75 percent of evictions
and stop filings fromeven
happening. And it's inperative
that we make sure that we still
have that as a resource.

And we know from t he budget
hearings, a lot of that noney is
not included in the current
proposal, but | think we should
be -- | want to encourage us not to
be penny wi se and pound foolish
because we're going to pay that
noney one way or anot her.

When people | ose their
hones, that's a draw on the mental
health systemor the crimnal |egal
system | think it contributes to
violence in our communities so
we're going to put the noney out

either way and we actually have a
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great return on our investnent if
we can help people fill the
everyday gap that they have between
their incone and their housing
expenses.

So thanks to so many
Counci | mrenbers for supporting. |
hope that this gets through
successfully and | hope that we can
repl eni sh the rental assistance
fundi ng that hel ps Eviction
Diversion to performso well.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You're wel cone. Good job

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Ant hony Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Thank
you, Council President. Council
Presi dent Johnson and col | eagues, |
of fer today a non-privil eged
resol ution that addresses a very
inportant issue in the Gty of

Phi | adel phi a.
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No i ssue i s nore obvious
today in Anerica than our failure
to truly support and enpower and
resource parents and famlies in
t he educational and |life outcones
of their children. It is a
national crisis that transcends
race, religion and social economc
st at us.

W need to know nore,

I nvestigate everything, explore

I nnovative ideas, listen to every
corner and renove all barriers,
what ever they nmay be, between
success and our children, and we
need to nove now. W are very
conscious of the fact that we are
recogni zi ng that parents are doing
t he best they can.

And what this resolution
says is that we see you and we hear
you, but we also want to figure out
ways in which we can do to further

support you with resources and care
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and support. The closest thing to
a silver bullet that exists in
educati onal outcones for children
Is parental and fam |y engagenent
in the educational |ives of
chi |l dren.

Engagenent i s not passive.
It is not just sinply show ng up at
an every-once-in-a-while event or
PTA neeting at school. Those are a
start, but they are hardly enough
to shape real positive gains in
educati onal outcones, healthy uses
of social nedia, strong parent and
guardi an rel ationships with
children or a nentally healthier
child on an individual - or
soci ety-w de basis.

The Anni e Casey Foundati on
I ntroduced an exploration of issues
around parental involvenent and
engagenent this way. |f you could
wave a magi ¢ wand that would

i nprove the chances of school
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success for your children as well
as their classmates, would you take
up that chall enge.

Needl ess to say, we know
that tens of thousands of parents
and guardi ans woul d answer yes. W
know t hat an overwhel ming nmgjority
of teachers and educators in the
Cty would resoundi ngly answer yes
al so. But the two nost inportant
el ements, parents and teachers
already aligned, it is nowtine for
us to formalize, enpower and
enbol den serious stakeholders to
tell us what to do and to inform
our work as policynmakers. The two
nost invested parties in education
are parents/guardi ans and teachers.

Counci | President, our
Mayor's recent declaration of a
state of energency confirnmed what
all of us already know and, that
Is, there's a great peril |urking

in our city that conproni ses
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children, students, famlies,
entire schools and our future.

Gun violence |last year to
the tune of 3,000 incidents with 17
percent involving people under 21,
soci al nedia accel erated and driven
mayhem and crine, conprom sing
nmental health realties and parents
and guardi ans at our wits' end
indicate to us that it is tine for
us to do a conprehensive dive into
sol utions and steps that we can
take to inprove our City's
conprom sed outcones. That is why
this resolution authorized the
creation of the Parent/ Guardian
Engagenent Task Force. It's so
vital .

None of us attended Kto 12
with the ever-consum ng specter O
social nedia as it exists today.
What that neans al one demands
consi deration and recommendati ons

to the Mayor and to us. The task
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force wll be conprised of parents,
guar di ans, teachers, students,
publ i c SEPTA enpl oyees,
practitioners and experts. SiXx
nonths after its creation we wl|
receive a report of actionable
i nformation that can inform our
work and call greater attention to
parental engagenent.

Counci |l President, thank
you for your | eadership and
activismaround this issue.

Col | eagues, thank you for your

| eadership around this issue as
wel | which we all care deeply
about. | encourage every nenber to
support this resolution when it's
call ed up for vote next week.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:  Thank
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you, Council President.

|'ve had the privil ege of
the [ ast six weeks of wel com ng
sone anazi ng schol ars Sankof a
Freedom Acadeny Charter School .
I"d like to recognize WII| Nestles,
Sam a Harper and Zaire Wiite and
al so Teacher Chuck MLaughlin who
are here joining us today. 1'd
like to say thank you to them for
their tinme in our office for
sharing their wisdomw th us as
young people. | w sh themthe best
in their continued academ c journey
and | invite themto conme back and
join us as often as they --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Can they stand? Can y'all stand?
Let's give them a round of
appl ause.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: O ten
ti mes when we hear about Kensi ngton

we al ways hear about the negati ve.
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But in the mdst of all the chaos
| ies a beacon of hope in the
comuni ty, MPherson Library.
McPherson is a safe place where
children are sheltered fromthe
trauma that they experience every
day. |It's staffed wth hard-
wor ki ng librarians who are there to
foster their growh.

At McPherson Square
Li brary, they are nore than just
librarians. They are first-aid
nurses, therapists, teachers and
gui dance counselors. Their work
has nmade McPherson an oasis. |
want to thank the MPherson Library
staff for everything they do for
our children every day.

Joining ne today as you
heard earlier is Tuesday Chal ners,
a librarian at McPherson. |
encourage all of you to speak with
her, get to know her, get to know

about her work as well as sone of
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the chal |l enges that they experience
every day. |'magrateful for
everything they do on the ground.
Their work in Kensington is not
easy, but they show up every day
regardl ess of whether they have the
necessary resources to be able to
provide our famlies with the
supports that they need. And so,
just want to recogni ze Tuesday for
everything she does on a daily
basi s.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:  Thank
you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

Just want to tal k about two
qui ck issues. One thing |I've been

keepi ng ny eye on and payi ng
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attention to is the efforts by sone
of the largest corporations in this
country to essentially use the
courts to defeat what their workers
have been trying to collectively
cone together to protect their
rights.

So | got to call out these
conpani es; Anmazon, Trader Joe's and
St arbucks. Their workers have all
agreed to unionize essentially to
coll ectively bargain for workpl ace
protections. However, because
t hese conpani es and organi zati ons
were not successful in defeating
the right to collectively bargain
and organi ze, they have now sued to
essentially say that the National
Labor Rel ations Board is
unconstitutional. So they're
trying to dismantle the systemt hat
all ows workers to collectively
bar gai n.

| think we should keep an
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eye on that, M. President, because
it's going to have chilling effects
here locally as sone of those
conpani es are sone of the | argest
enpl oyers in our region. And if we
support workers rights to organize,
we have to be vigilant and be
respectful of that collective
bar gai ni ng process.

And so, | just want to |et
fol ks know that's sonething |'m
payi ng cl ose attention to because
again if they're trying to use the
courts to say that the structure of
the National Labor Rel ati ons Board
is unconstitutional, then they're
going to continue to use the courts
in other ways as well. So | think
it's sonmething | have to pay
attention to locally.

So bringing it back to
Phi | adel phia's focus specifically,
today at 8:00 a.m Benjamn

Frankl in H gh School held an
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emer gency neeting because asbest os
was found in the schools. | have a
staffer who is a former teacher at
Ben Franklin who understands that
issue intimately who tried to
intervene in this neeting on ny
behalf to get information to let ny
constituents know what's goi ng on,
but he was denied entrance into
this neeting.

So I'mlooking forward to
t he upcom ng budget hearing with
the School District of Philadel phia
and al so the confirmati on hearings
of the School Board appoi nt ees.

So | just wanted to put
that on the record, M. President.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, M. Young. | |oo0k
forward to a very, very robust
di scussi on.

The Chair recognizes

Counci | renber Rue Landau.
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4/ 4/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Thank
you, Council President. Today I
was incredibly proud to
co-introduce an extension of the
Eviction Diversion Program For
those of you who know ne, housing
justice has been ny life's work and
| could not be nore excited to get
this legislation on the floor. |If
you're out there listening, say it
with nme, Housing Is a Human Ri ght.
(Housing I's a Human Ri ght.)
COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Thank
you so nuch to ny fell ow
Counci | renbers Brooks, Gauthier and
O Rourke for co-introduction and
for all of your work and your
of fices' work on this |egislation.
Yest erday we stood together with
our col | eagues Counci | nenbers
Thomas and Ahmad to speak about the
i nportance of expanding this
program whi ch has been a

ganechanger and a |lifesaver for so
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4/ 4/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
many peopl e across Phil adel phia
since it was originally put in
pl ace. And today | am so proud
that we have the support of 10
Counci | renbers for this crucial
l'ifeline.

This initiative has proven
to be a beacon of hope for
countl ess Phil adel phi ans facing the
t hread of honel essness, providing a
vital safety net during tinmes of
econom c uncertainty. At its core,
the Eviction Diversion Program
represents a conpassionate and
pragmati c approach to addressing
housi ng i nsecurity.

Here in Philadelphia it's
an understatement to say we are
facing a housing crisis. A quarter
of Phil adel phians are renters who
are cost-burdened. Think about
that. That's 1 in 4 of our
nei ghbors. That neans they need to

make tough decisions every nonth to
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4/ 4/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
keep a roof over their heads,
i ncl udi ng whet her or not to buy
groceries, baby formula and even
utilities Iike gas to keep warm

Housi ng insecurity is one
of the biggest crises in
Phi | adel phia and it is why | cannot
be nore excited to nove this
| egi slation forward. | spent a
decade as a housing attorney at
Community Legal Services where |
fought for thousands of | owincone
famlies to remain in safe,
af fordable, quality and accessible
housi ng when they were facing
evi ction.
Later as the Director of

the Fair Housing Comm ssion, |
hel ped craft this very legislation
that created the Eviction Diversion
Program al ongsi de Counci | menbers
Gaut hi er and Brooks as well. |
know firsthand how i nportant this

program has been to renters across
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4/ 4/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
the CGty. And as you can hear from
all of the incredi bl e housing
organi zers in the Cty, this is
wel | fought and won success, all of
their hard work on the ground.

By mandati ng nedi ation
between | andl ords and tenants in an
easy and efficient forum before
resorting eviction, we provide a
pat hway towards resol ution that
prioritizes stability and fairness
for all. This helps tenants remain
in their honmes and with a funded
rental assistance TFA program it
al so ensures that small nom and- pop
| andl ords who make up 70 percent of
| andl ords i n Phil adel phia receive
the rent they are owed, thereby
preserving the integrity of our
housi ng mar ket and i nstead of
having them sell their properties
to commercial |andlords often who
do not live in Philadel phia.

In a city where poverty
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4/ 4/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
rates remain high, preserving this
lifeline for vul nerable residents
IS not just a noral inperative but
al so a sound econom c investnment in
our collective future. Mking the
Evi ction Diversion Programa
permanent fixture of Phil adel phia's
housi ng policy affirnms our
commtnment to equity, justice and
conpassion for all residents,
especi ally those who are nost
vul ner abl e.

Second, | was al so very
proud to introduce a resol ution
with ny colleague Nic O Rourke to
take a | ook at ways that we can
enhance and enpower L& in their
I nspections of rental properties
and | ook at our code enforcenent
process holistically to help both
| andl ords and tenants by ensuring
that rental housing is repaired and
up to code and al so pointing

| andl ords in the direction of
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4/ 4/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
prograns that can help them
subsidize this, if needed.

I want to thank ny
col |l eague M ke Driscoll
co-sponsoring this piece as well.
As a housing attorney, |'ve
advocated and stood by so nany
Phi | adel phi ans harshly affected by
| andl ords to address this very
i nportant issue ensuring that our
nei ghbor hoods are safe.

And finally just one piece,
I want to thank ny coll eagues and
advocat es who spoke today calling
for the U S. Congress to extend the
br oadband di scount program and
supporting ny resolution around the
Af f or dabl e Connectivity Program
As we | earned during the pandem c,
it is fundanental ly inportant that
our nei ghbors have access to high
quality, affordable and reliable
I nternet.

Today approximately 1 in 5
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4/ 4]/ 24 - STATED - ADJOURNVENT
Anericans w t hout hone I nternet
cite cost as a factor. And 43
percent of adults with household
i ncone under $30, 000 do not have
hi gh speed Internet at honme. R ght
here in the Commonweal th the
failure of the U S. Congress wll
af fect over 750,000 residents. So
t hank you to the nenbers of the
Counci| who co-sponsored this
resol ution because this will affect
our nei ghbors here in Phil adel phi a.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good | ob.

As there are no nore
speeches, the Chair recognizes
Counci | menber | sai ah Thomas for a
noti on to adjourn.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

| nove that Council stand
adj ourned until next Thursday,

April 1l1th at 10:00 a.m
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday, April 11,
2024 at 10:00 a. m

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and this neeting
I s adj our ned.

(Stated Meeting adj ourned
at 11:48 a.m)
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a correct transcript of the sane.

__Q_Xb____wé\_g_QmAu

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public
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