Committee on Finance

Page 1
COUNCI L OF THE G TY OF PH LADELPHI A
COW TTEE ON FI NANCE
Room 400, City Hall
Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a
Tuesday, March 3, 2026
10: 18 a. m
PRESENT:
COUNCI LWOVAN KATHERI NE G LMORE RI CHARDSQON, CHAI R
COUNCI LWOVAN CI NDY BASS, VI CE-CHAIR
COUNCI LMAN M KE DRI SCOLL
COUNCI LMAN CURTI 'S JONES, JR
COUNCI LMAN | SAI AH THOVAS
BILLS: 250769, 251066, 260021, 260112,
260113
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179



© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Finance

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

Page 2

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Good norning. Good
nmorning. Thank you all so nuch for
being here. | now note that the
hour has cone to begin today's
heari ng.

Clerk, will you please
call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers who are in attendance wl|
pl ease indicate that you are
present when your nanme is call ed.

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:
Present .

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Present .

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber Ahnmad.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
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Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present .

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Present.

THE CLERK: Chair
G I nore Richardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: | am present. Thank
you. A quorumof this conmttee is
present and the hearing i s now
called to order. This is the
public hearing of the Conmttee on
Fi nance regarding Bill Nos. 250769,
251066, 260021, 260112 and 260113.

Clerk, will you please
read the title of the bills.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250769, an ordi nance anending Title
20 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Oficers and Enpl oyees”

by changi ng the conpensati on of

Page 3

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Finance

menbers of the Zoni ng Board of
Adjustnent, all under certain terns
and conditions.

Bill No. 260112, an
ordi nance aut hori zi ng, generally,
the continued i ssuance and sal e by
the Gty of Philadel phia of Gas
Wor ks Revenue Notes of the Gty,
prescribing the forns of notes and
providing for their execution and
paynment, pledging certain revenues
of the Gas Whrks as security,
adopting a rate covenant and
di recting the inposition and
col l ection of rates and charges
sufficient to conply therewth,
prescribing the conditions
precedent to the issuance of
specific series of notes, including
a resolution passed by the Bond
Comm ttee providing for
establishnment of credit support for
notes, providing for designation of

a fiscal agent and sinking fund
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depositary, providing for
establishnment of a sinking fund and
I ts managenent, providing renedies
upon default, and providing for
amendnent s and nodi fications.

Bill No. 260113, an
ordi nance aut hori zi ng the
execution, delivery and performance
by the Phil adel phia Facilities
Managenent Corporation on behalf of
t he Phil adel phia Gas Wrks of an
anended Service Agreenment with
Transconti nental Gas Pipe Line
Conpany, LLC for gas storage
servi ces under the Transco W5S QOpen
Access Rate Schedul e.

Bill No. 251066, an
ordi nance aut hori zing the
Comm ssi oner of Records and the
Procur enent Conmm ssi oner, on behal f
of the City, to execute a nmulti-
year concession agreenent with
Ancestry.comin connection with the

di gitizing, indexing, and public
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access and search of Gty of

Phi | adel phi a Departnment of Records
vital records, all under provisions
set forth in the concession
agreenment substantially as set
forth in Exhibit Ato this

or di nance.

And Bill No. 260021, an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 19-1700
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
"Fi nance, Taxes and Col |l ections" to
amend excluded transactions to the
realty transfer tax, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much. W will now proceed
with the panel and w tnesses on
Bill No. 250769.

Clerk, will you please
call the first panel we have to
testify on Bill No. 250769.

THE CLERK: lan

Haggerty, Executive Director of
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Zoni ng Board of Adjustnent.

(Wtness approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Good norning. Thank
you so much for being here. Please
state your nanme for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

MR, HAGGERTY: Good
nmor ni ng, Chairperson G| nore
Ri chardson. My nane is |lan
Haggerty and | amthe Executive
Director at the Zoning Board of
Adj ustnment. Good norni ng, nenbers
of the Finance Commttee. |'mhere
representing the Zoni ng Board of
Adj ust ment fromthe Departnent of
Pl anni ng and Devel opnent. Thank
you so much for the opportunity to
testify on this bill today. This
Is an inportant piece to the ZBA
puzzl e, so wel conme any questions
you have at the concl usion of ny

t esti nony.
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This was introduced by
Counci | menber Gaut hi er on Sept enber
18, 2025. Bill No. 250769 w |
rai se the annual cap on the
conpensati on of the nmenbers of the
Zoni ng Board of Adjustnent from
$22, 000 per year to $27,000 per
year. Should note that while this
bill changes the total maxi num
board conpensation, it does not
change the per-session
conpensation. Board nenbers
currently receive $100 per session,
as they have since the |ast
conpensati on ordi nance was passed
in 1988.

This bill is one of many
data-driven changes that the ZBA
has pronoted to streanline the
process and reduce the anount of
tinme that it takes to receive a
board decision. W've reviewed and
made significant changes to our

I nternal processes for intake and
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post - heari ng processing. W've

al so added sone new supports for
our first-time applicants and added
addi ti onal Tuesday sessions to nake
the process nore efficient.

These efforts have
drastically cut the wait tine to
get on the ZBA cal endar by about 43
days for regul ar appeals and 48 for
accel erated appeals, with the goal
of continuing to build on these
reforns and i nprovenents. Wile
nost of our gai ns have been nade
t hrough efficient clearing of
cases, we're also interested in
elimnating barriers to holding
nor e heari ngs.

One such barrier is the
conpensation of our board nenbers.
This bill allows us to create
addi tional hearing capacity for
maj or cont ested cases and ot her
unexpect ed demands on the board's

time. For exanple, last year the
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board held an ad hoc neeting for a
set of appeals by the Phil adel phia
Housi ng Authority to allow that
agency to neet a stringent funding
deadl i ne.

Extra neetings like this
all ow the Board to absorb tine-
sensitive appeal s w thout adding
del ays to the many cases that are
wai ting for their hearing date in
our hearing queue. Proposed
i ncrease i n annual conpensation
ensures the Board nenbers will be
paid for their tinme if such extra
neeti ngs need to be added.

Regardi ng fiscal inpact,
the anticipated cost of the city is
at nost $35, 000 per year, which is
5000 each ZBA seat. The nmaxi mum
woul d only be reached if we were to
hol d hearings every Tuesday and
Wednesday t hroughout the year,
whi ch is not anticipated. For

context, we are |imted by the
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avail ability of our roomand the
Board nenbers' tinme, and we
generally set our neeting dates in
July for the foll ow ng cal endar
year.

W expect that the
addi ti onal conpensation costs wl|
not exceed the current cap this
fiscal year. And in com ng years,
we anticipate that additional costs
wll be covered wth our
departnent's C ass 100 personnel
underspend and wi Il have m ni nmal
I npact on the Departnent of
Pl anni ng and Devel opnent' s budget.
Thank you so much for the
opportunity to testify and wel cone
any questi ons.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much for your testinony, and
t hank you for detailing that this
I ncrease woul d be covered by

under spend.
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| wanted to go back to
t he begi nning of your testinony
relative to not changing the
per-session rate. So per session
at $100 will renmain the sane,
correct?

MR HAGGERTY: That's
correct.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The increase is really
to address, as an exanple, an ad
hoc neeting that needs to occur or
to help with ensuring that we're
able to hear nore cases?

MR, HAGGERTY: Correct.
If | have to ask ny Board nenbers
to cone in for an extra day of
hearings, | want to nmake sure that
they' Il get their paycheck.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Recei ved. Ckay.

Are there any additional
questions for this wtness?

(No response.)
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Seei ng none, we thank
you very nuch for being here today
and we thank you for providing your
t esti nony.

| s there anyone el se
here to testify on Bill No. 2507697

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. And there being
no further panels on Bill No.
250769, we will now proceed with
Bill No. 260112.

Clerk, will you please
call the roll of the first w tness
or first panel we have.

THE CLERK: Jacquel i ne
Dunn, City Treasurer; Cenela
McCl endon, Executive Director
Phi | adel phia Gas Commi ssion. Al so
avai |l abl e for questions are
representatives for PGWN

(Wt nesses approached

W tness table.)
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Excellent. GCkay. You
can proceed. You can cone to the
W tness table. Thank you. W have
you on our first panel, so you can
state your nanes for the record and
you can proceed with your
t esti nony.

MS. McCLENDON:  |''m
sorry. Just to clarify, |I'mhere
to testify on 260113.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: 3.

MS. McCLENDON:  Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. So just state
your name for the record really
qui ckly so we can have that for the
st enogr apher.

M5. McCLENDON: Genel a
McCl endon, Executive Director of
t he Phil adel phi a Gas Conm ssi on.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Excellent. We will
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call you back up for 260113 al ong
with the panel for 113. kay.
Thank you very nuch.

Al right. So for Bill
No. 260112, we have our City
Treasurer. You can state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:
Good norning, Chair Gl nore
Ri chardson and nenbers of the
Fi nance Commttee. M nane is
Jackie Dunn, City Treasurer. And
with nme this norning are Matt
Bowman, Deputy Treasurer; and
Joseph Col den, Executive Vice-
Presi dent and Acting CFO of the
Phi | adel phia Gas Wrks at PGW

|'"mhere to testify
today in favor of Bill 260112.
This bill would provide
aut hori zation to i ssue gas works
revenue notes in an aggregate

princi pal anpbunt not to exceed $150
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mllion outstanding at any one
time. PGWhas had a commerci al
paper notes programin place since
at least 1998 and the existing
aut hori zation for the working
capital portion is due to expire
later this year.

Thi s ordi nance extends
t he program aut hori zation for an
addi tional five-year period.
Proceeds fromthe sale of the notes
shal |l be used to finance working
capital demands of PGWas well as
to pay cost of issuance or
capitalized interest on the notes.
The aut hori zation provides PGNw th
financial flexibility should the
need arise. Though PGW has not
drawn on this elenent of the
program si nce 2009, the program
woul d preserve access to short-term
financing at conpetitive interest
rates in the event of an unforeseen

financial or liquidity need.
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Commer ci al paper has
maturities of up to 270 days and is
backed by a letter of credit or a
revolving line of credit. The
Adm ni strati on recommends adopti on
of this ordinance and respectfully
requests that the Commttee give
this bill its favorable
recommendati on and further that the
Comm ttee recomends that the rules
of Council be suspended so as to
permt first reading of the bill at
the next session of Council. Thank
you for your consideration and
we' re happy to answer any questions
that you may have.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you. Thank you
all very much for being here today
and for nmeeting with nmy office in
advance, as we always do, to
address any questions that we have.

For the record, for this

hearing | wanted to review the

Page 17

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Finance

credit rating of PGWN you know, the
Gty and PGW W have conti nuously
wor ked to inprove our credit rating
over the years. And so, for the
record can you highlight what the
current credit rating is for PGAP

Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:
Sure. The Phil adel phia Gas Wrks
is currently single "A rated by
t he agenci es.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Excellent. And can
you tal k about sone of the
projected interest rates for sone
of the projects that you're sort of
referring to potentially?

Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:
Sure. So the commercial paper
programis a tool, in this el enent
t he working capital portion.
Fortunately, PGWhas not needed to
draw on the programin quite sone
time. It's there for energencies.

The current programthat we have in
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pl ace, the annual fee is 12 basis
points. And that was from 2021
when rates were quite | ow.

Fortunately, rates,
while a | ot has happened over five
years, we're in an open RFP period
and we've still gotten conpetitive
bids from potential respondents.
So we expect to stay relatively in
line with that schedul e.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Okay. And so, you say
you're in the open period now.
Have you begun to receive
responses?

Cl TY TREASURER DUNN: W
have, yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Gkay. And how many?
| know you can't get into detail.
But just how nmany?

Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:
For this program we received five

responses.
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Okay. And is there
any inpact relative to commerci al
paper on the Cty's debt service?

Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:
Yeah. Not related to the overall
Cty's credit. This would be
specific to the Phil adel phia Gas
Wr ks, so the authorization counts
towards their debt Iimts. And if
they end up issuing the working
capital or the commercial paper
portion, that's tracked and
reported in their financial
reporting.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Excellent. And
then I know you don't know and
can't predict the future, but are
there any specific projects that
you have in mnd that you nay need
to utilize this for?

MR. GOLDEN: There are

none at this tinme. |'msorry.
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Joseph CGol den, Jr.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. And then |
noted in your testinony that you
haven't needed to draw down on this
in quite sone tine, which is
appreciated. But can you give us
sone exanpl es of past projects?

MR. GOLDEN: Yes. This
comerci al paper programis all
utilized to finance inventory and
receivables. So as we cone into a
cold winter like this wnter,
| uckily we had enough cash on hand
to support the inventory and the
growth in the accounts receivable.
O herwise, that's what it would be
utilized for.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Excellent. And
| wll save the [ast question for
the end of the RFP process. But
|"mjust going to put on the record

that we want to ensure that we are
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wor ki ng with conpani es and
organi zations that | ook |ike
Phi | adel phi a.

Al right. | wanted to
al so recogni ze Council man Dri scoll,
who's here. | know you serve on
the Gas Comm ssion and we thank you
very nmuch for your work and your
service and dedication to our city.
Counci | man Jones was here as well
and will be back after another
nmeet i ng.

Are there any questions
for this panel? Any additional
guestions?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Seeing none, we
t hank you. Thank you very nuch for
your work and for always working
with us in advance. Have a
wonder ful day.

| s there anyone el se

here to testify on Bill No. 2601127
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(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: All right. Seeing
none, we thank you all so much for
bei ng here for 260112.

We' Il now proceed with
Bill No. 260113. WII the derk
pl ease call the panel and the three
W t nesses that we have for Bill No.
260113.

THE CLERK: Dani el
Cassi dy, Vice-President of
Techni cal Operations PGW GCenel a
McCl endon, Executive Director of
PGV Phi | adel phi a Gas Conmi ssi on.

(Wtnesses approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: CGkay. Thank you.
Thank you very nuch. Please state
your nane for the record and
proceed wth your testinony.

MR. CASSIDY: M nane is
Dan Cassi dy, Vice-President of
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Techni cal Operations for the

Phi | adel phia Gas Wrks. Good
nor ni ng, Chai rwoman G | nore

Ri chardson and nenbers of City
Council's Conm ttee on Finance.

| ' m appeari ng today on behal f of
PGV in support of Bill No. 260113,
whi ch approves an anendnent to a
servi ce agreenent under rate
schedul e Washi ngton Storage Service
or WS with Transcontinental Pipe
Gas Pi peline Conpany LLC, also
known as Transco.

I n 2001, PGWfirst
entered into a natural gas storage
agreenent with Transco, which has
conti nued since on a year-to-year
basis wth anendnents in 2011. In
2024, Transco sought approval from
t he Federal Energy Regul atory
Comm ssion or FERC to adjust its
service terns, resulting in a
settlenment with PGW

Under the new
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settlenent, PGN has the right to
elect a rate and term option that
began in 2025. The current service
agreenent with Transco is set to
expire on April 1, 2026 to continue
benefiting fromthe chosen rates.
Transco has of fered PGW an

ext ensi on of the agreenent through
April 1, 2035, which would lock in
rates that protect PGNand its

rat epayers from mar ket pl ace price
fluctuations. PGWNnNnust seek final
approval to enter into this
agreenent no |ater than March 31,
2025.

Thi s service agreenent
extension insul ates PGWfrom mar ket
price fluctuations and penalties
and better ensures reliability for
our ratepayers for the next decade.
| have submtted witten testinony
with further details about the
servi ce agreenent extension, and |

am happy to answer any questions
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you may have. Al so, PGW
respectfully requests that the
commttee give this bill a
favorabl e recommendati on and
further that the commttee
recommends that the rules of
Counci|l be suspended so as to
permt the first reading of these
bills at the next Council session.

On behal f of PGV |
woul d like to thank the Gas
Comm ssion and staff for their work
and tinely consideration of this
matter. |, too, amgrateful to
Gty Council for its past support
of our efforts to serve the
rat epayers of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very nuch.

You can state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

MS. McCLENDON: My nane
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Genel a MO endon. |I'mthe
Executive Director of the
Phi | adel phi a Gas Comm ssi on. (Good
nmor ni ng, Chai rwoman G | nore
Ri chardson and nenbers of the
commttee. W appreciate this
opportunity to testify in support
of Bill No. 260113, which enbodies
t he recommendati ons unani nously
adopted at the Gas Comm ssion's
public neeting held on January 13,
2026.

This testinony
suppl enents the Phil adel phia Gas
Works' testinony in support of this
bill. W respectfully request that
this bill be reported out of
commttee with a favorable
recommendati on together with the
suspension of the rules so it may
have its first reading of the next
Gty Council session.

The Gas Conmi ssi on

recomends that Cty Council of
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Phi | adel phi a approves the agreenent
on behal f of the Phil adel phia Gas
Wrks to enter into an anendnent to
the service agreenent with
Transcontinental Gas Pipeline
Corporation for firmtransportation
service under rate schedul e WSS and
the revised formthat is set forth
as Exhibit Ato Bill No. 260113.

The Conmm ssion's
recomendati ons to Council are
detailed in its resolution in order
dat ed February 4, 2026, which is
attached to nmy witten testinony as
Appendi x 1, incorporating the
recomended form of ordi nance,
which is the sane as the bill
before City Council.

After its standard
review and due diligence, the Gas
Comm ssion found that a favorable
recommendation to Council in this
matter was appropriate for the

follow ng reasons: This service
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agreenent provides natural gas

st orage services, accounting for
approxi mately 20% of PGWs t ot al
storage capacity. And as PGWNs only
opens access storage contract, it
represents one of PGW s nost

I nportant market area storage

servi ces.

According to PGW s
testinony before the Comm ssion, if
PGWis not permtted to execute
this anmendnent to the service
agreenent, it will have to attenpt
to replace this service through
firmstorage agreenents and/ or
payi ng mar ket -based rates at tine
of need. None of these replacenent
opti ons woul d be guaranteed. And
even if replication of this storage
coul d be acconplished, the
estimated cost would be nuch hi gher
than the rates proposed in this
amendnent and would result in

i ncreased costs to PGW s
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rat epayers.

Further, PGNs testinony
bef ore the Comm ssion stated that
t he amendnent woul d protect PGW and
provide it with stability in a
fluctuating natural gas market.
This stability will ensure that PGV
can reliably provide natural gas to
its custoners, while saving
rat epayers noney. PGW has
estimated that the proposed
amendnment will cost PGW
approximately $1.8 m|lion per
year, whereas w thout the anmendnent
PGW woul d have to pay, in the
wor st - case scenari o, an estimated
$5.3 million per day to obtain spot
gas on certain days without this
storage contract.

And finally, this
proposed third anmendnent wll aid
PGNin conplying wwth the
Pennsyl vania Public Uilities

Comm ssi on | ease cost fuel
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procurenment policy requirenent, as
requi red by the Pennsylvania Public
Utility Conmm ssion.

| n concl usion and as
detailed in my witten testi nony,
the Comm ssion respectfully
recomends that Council approve
Bill No. 260113. And on behal f of
t he Phil adel phi a Gas Conm ssi oners,
| thank you for this opportunity to
provide this testinony and woul d be
happy to answer any questions that
you may have.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
both so nmuch for your testinony.
Thank you very nuch for being here
this norning. | wanted to ask a
guestion regardi ng the current
options relative to the rate |ock
in the third anendnment when | read
t hrough the testinony, relative to
this being the third anmendnent to

the service agreenent that woul d
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extend the terns for an additional
10 years.

What are our total
current options? Is it just the 10
year s?

MR, CASSI DY: So we were
gi ven options for 3 years, 5 years,
10 years, but the 10 years was the
nost econom cal | y advant ageous.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: And that would be an
advantage for our consuners as
wel | ?

MR. CASSI DY: Correct,
for the ratepayers.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. | just wanted
to get that on the record. And
then | believe you all sort of
factored this in during the | ast
adj ust nent that was nade back in
Decenber, correct, because it's
al ready factored in, no?

M5. McCLENDON: The | ast
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adjustnent |'m --

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Mmt hmm  No?

MR. CASSI DY: For rates?

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Mm hmm

MR. CASSIDY: So this
woul d not have been factored in at
that time because it's not in place
yet.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Right. But just for
forecasting froma budgeting
per spective?

MR, CASSI DY: Correct.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. And so, will we
still have the ability to offl oad
gas noving forward under this
agreenment? Meaning, | knowthis is
a storage agreenent. | understand
that. But what woul d be our
additional ability outside of this

agreenent novi ng forward?
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MR. CASSIDY: So --

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Meaning, if the market
shifts. |f sonething happens in
the market, what will we be able to
do novi ng forward?

MR. CASSIDY: So this
gives us flexibility. So as a
storage contract, this gives us
flexibility mainly to buy gas
during warner periods and inject it
at lower cost and then take it out
during col der periods when it nakes
nore financial sense. So fromthat
perspective, this doesn't change
our overall -- are you asking if
our send-out is reduced, wll
this --

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Yes.

MR. CASSIDY: So with
t he anount of send-out that we have
and with the anmount of storage that

we have, it doesn't have an i npact
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in that perspective.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. And al so, |
heard what you said about the 5.3
mllion. So of course, that makes
econom c sense.

Are there any additional
guestions for these w tnesses?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: (Okay. Seei ng none,
t hank you. Thank you very nuch for
your testinony and thank you so
much for being here.

| s there anyone el se
here to testify on Bill No. 260113?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Okay. Seeing none, we
t hank you all so nuch for being
her e.

W will now proceed with
Bill No. 251066.

THE CLERK: Janes
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Leonard, Departnment of Records.

(Wtness approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Excellent. WII you
pl ease state your nanme for the
record and proceed with your
t esti nony.

COW SSI ONER LEONARD:
Janmes Leonard Departnent of
Records. Good norning, Majority
Leader Chairperson Gl nore
Ri chardson and nenbers of the
Commttee on Finance. | am Janes
Leonard, Comm ssioner of the
Department of Records. | am here
today to testify in support of Bill
No. 251066 on behal f of Mayor
Par ker's Adm ni stration.

This bill authorizes a
mul ti-year concession agreenent
Wi th the conpany Ancestry.comto
digitize what is known as the

Cty's archives, geneal ogi cal
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record collection. Ancestry.com
was sel ected through a rigorous
conpetitive request for proposals
process conducted in coll aboration
wi th the Procurenent Departnent and
the O fice of Information

Technol ogy, which provided
techni cal expertise on digitization
matters. And with the highly

skill ed and dedi cated support of
the Law Departnment, the Gty's
archi ves mai ntai ns approxi mately 20
mllion historical geneal ogi cal
records that have | ong been

avail able to the public for

resear ch.

These records docunent
the rich famly history and |i neage
of Phil adel phia residents. They
I nclude birth records, death
records and marri age records,
collectively known as vital records
as well as naturalization docunents

and property records. These are
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anong our nost frequently accessed
material s.

The vital records are
from 1915 and earlier, over 110
years ago and older. The
natural i zati on records docunents
are historical court records from
the early 20th century and ol der.
The property records are fromthe
m d-1950s and ol der. Sone of these
records are fromthe 1800s and even
the 1700s. Al of them have | ong
been public under Pennsyl vani a | aw,
and they do not contain |iving
peopl e's private information.

And if | could draw your
attention to -- | brought sone
posters, a few exanples of our nore
famous historical records. And we,
wi th John Fenton's help, printed
sone copies out for you. The first
Is the death record of Cctavius
Catto from 1871. This is on your

far or ny far left. And you can
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see that his cause of death was
vi ol ence from gunshot wounds.

Next, we have a property
record fromWIIliam Steele, the
prom nent Phil adel phia abolitionist
conduct or on the Underground
Rai | road and one of the | eaders of
t he Pennsyl vania Anti- Sl avery
Society. And this was for his
property at 12th and WAshi ngton
Avenue.

And next to ny right, we
have the birth record of Raynond
Pace Al exander, who was the first
Bl ack Counci | menber of the 5th
Council District. And that record
is from 1897. And then finally,
the first page of the deed of
Raynond Pace Al exander and his very
fanobus spouse, Sadie T. Mdssell
Al exander fromtheir property at
17t h and Jefferson, which they sold
in this deed before they noved to

Mount Airy.
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Today these records are
primarily available to the public
only in person at the Archives
Buil ding at Spring Garden Street.
Qur digital access is very limted,
and this partnership wll change
that. The partnership will cost
t axpayers nothing. Ancestry.com
will bear all costs and expenses.
This includes scanning records in
the digital format, indexing all
the records and information in them
and hosting all 20 mlIlion records
on its website.

The digitization wll
take approximately two years. The
City will receive sone concession
and revenue fromthis agreenent,
but that is not the prinmary
pur pose. The real financi al
benefit is that this project would
be cost-prohibitive for the Gty to
undertake on its own. Perhaps nost

i nportant is the unprecedented
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public good we will achieve in
maki ng our great city's history
avai | abl e onli ne.

We knew from the outset
that to nake this project truly
meani ngful, we had to ensure broad
public access. This partnership
delivers on that conmtnent. Every
Phi | adel phia resident will have
free access to these records
through nultiple channels in every
Council District.

First, patrons will be
able to access Phil adel phia's full
digital collection on Ancestry for
free at the city archives and at
our City Hall offices. Second,
over 50 library branches across all
10 Council Districts already
provide free Ancestry access to
patrons. Through this partnership,
Phi | adel phia's digital collection
wi |l be available at no cost at

t hose branches.
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Third, every public
m ddl e and hi gh school in the
school district will have free
access to Ancestry C assroom an
educati onal product. This offers
cl assroom resources, professional
| earning tools and access to
Ancestry's historical record
collections to help students |earn
about their personal place in
hi story. Phil adel phia's collection
wi Il be included in Ancestry
Cl assroom

Thi s means t hat
residents and students in every
Council District will have multiple
free and conveni ent comunity
access points. For those who w sh
to access Ancestry from personal
conputers, nobile devices or
tabl ets, paid Subscriptions wll be
avai |l able. Both the D strict and
Free Library are supportive of this

part ner shi p.
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The proposed concessi on
wi Il provide Ancestry an initial
period of up to two years to
conplete all digitization and
I ndexi ng work. After that period,
the agreenent will have a 10-year
base termwith city options for 2
five-year renewal s, then subsequent
t wo-year renewal s.

| wanted to expl ain why
this extended termis necessary for
sound econom c reasons. Ancestry
IS investing substantial resources
to digitize the 20 mllion records
at no cost to the city. The
initial termof 10 years provides a
reasonabl e period for themto
recoup that investnent. This is
standard practice in these
part nershi ps nationwi de. The
renewal options provide the City a
mechanismin its discretion to
conti nue our collection being

avail able online. Inportantly, the
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Cty retains full control over
whet her to renew.

| also would like to
address the security of our
i rrepl aceabl e docunents. The
records wll travel to Ancestry's
Utah facilities for scanning and
I ndexi ng. Ancestry has a proven
track record of safe handling of
hi storical records. Contractual
protections are built into the
proposed concession. The
Depart nment of Records has
t horoughly vetted those procedures.
We are also very famliar with such
transport processes from when we
rel ocated the archives in 2018.

| al so want to assure
you that this is not an
experimental approach. Over 60
state and | ocal archives nationw de
have partnerships with Ancestry,
i ncl udi ng the Pennsylvania State

Archi ves and archives |ocated in
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New Yor k, Washi ngton, D.C. , Boston,
Atl anta, Phoeni x and Seattl e.

Phi | adel phi a has one of
the ol dest and | argest nuni ci pal
archives in the country. CQur
joining this established network is
a significant mlestone. The
partnership will preserve
Phi | adel phia's historical |egacy
for future generations and wl |
transform access from |l ocal and
limted to global and easily
accessi ble. Qur geneal ogi cal
collection is one of the |arger
muni ci pal collections in the
nation. This partnership wll
position Phil adel phia as a | eader
I n public-private cooperation for
digital preservation.

In conclusion, this bill
aut hori zes partnership that
del i vers maxi mum public benefit at
zero taxpayer costs. It follows a

proven national nodel. It expands
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access to all 10 Council Districts
through libraries and schools, and
It preserves Phil adel phia' s history
for generations to cone. |
respectfully request the commttee
to approve Bill No. 251066 and send
it to the full Council wth a
positive recomendati on and to
suspend the rules of Council. | am
happy to answer any questions you
may have. Thank you for your tine
and consi derati on.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so much, Conmm ssi oner Leonard.
Thank you to you and to your entire
teamon this work. W appreciate
all that you've done to ensure that
we have information relative to how
this partnership could work.

| am very excited about
this. As soneone who was adopt ed
frombirth and have used Ancestry

t hrough the years, |I'mvery
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excited. | just have a few
questions regarding the
partnership. One, | noted that you
stated in your testinony that it
woul d take two years to conplete
the entire project. And you know
this year is areally big year for
Philly.

And so, | wanted to know
i f there were any docunents that we
could prioritize that woul d be
avai |l abl e around the tinme of the
Sem qui ncentenni al for review?

COW SSI ONER LEONARD:
We can certainly | ook at that.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. | think that
woul d be great. Maybe just a few
docunents of historical context for
Phi | adel phia that visitors and
residents alike would | ove to see
intime for July 4th. | think that
woul d be awesone.

Also, | wanted to ask a
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coupl e questions relative to you

t al ked about Ancestry sort of
taking on the initial cost for this
project and that it would cost

t axpayers not hing, which we |ove to
hear. However, |'m m ssing how our
residents will be able to, outside
of the Free Library, access these
mat eri al s.

So woul d there be an
opportunity for them as an
exanple, to cone to City Hall to
review the digitized records? |Is
there a way for the Cty of
Phi | adel phia residents to have
access to the city-only records via
their own Ancestry account?

Because | have ancestry. Like |
said, | was adopted frombirth. |
used Ancestry to help nme with the
sear ch.

You have to have a paid
account to see certain materials.

|s there a way to ensure that our
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residents that live in this city,
who may not have a paid account,
but may have an account or can
create an account can see the city-
only records? 1Is there a way to do
t hat ?

COW SSI ONER LEONARD
Yes. So anybody -- of course, if
you have a paid Ancestry account,
you'll be able to access them as
| ong as you have the tier of access
that permts that. But anybody
W t hout a paid account, so at no
cost, will be able to go to the
Free Library. There's 50 branches
that | have a list of all of them
that already have Ancestry free
access at them

And once our collection
I's added to Ancestry, anybody who
goes to one of those branches wl|
be able to access all of our
records for no cost as well as the

sane goes for if they cone to the
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Cty Archives at Spring Garden
Street or to our offices in Cty
Hal | .

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. And so, they
woul d have to do that through the
library or here in Gty Hall,
right?

COW SSI ONER LEONARD
Yes. And students of course would
have access to it at school .

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Okay. Through
Ancestry C assroom |'m not
famliar with Ancestry C assroom
What type of access woul d you have
utilizing the Ancestry C assroom
versus the regular Ancestry?

COW SSI ONER LEONARD
So Ancestry C assroom ny
understanding is Ancestry C assroom
has the entire Ancestry coll ection.
It's not going to just be our

records, the city's records. It's
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much broader. And we have
communi cated with the school
district, with Dr. Jernai ne Dawson,
Deputy Superintendent of Academn c
Services about it. And we'll at
sone point do a deno for them of
Ancestry Cl assroom

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. That'll be
great. And then ny |ast question
is relative to the renewal options
for the city. And | noted in your
testinony that you stated that the
city retains full control over
whet her to renew t he partnership.
But if we didn't renew maybe after
10 years or 10 years plus the 2
years, then what happens to all the
digitized records? Do we still own
t henf?

COW SSI ONER LEONARD
Yeah. Well, two things. That's a
great question. W retain

t hr oughout ownershi p of the inages.
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In the event that the Cty opts not
to renew at any point, all of those
digitized i mages cone back to the
Cty.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. All right. Are
there any additional questions for
this w tness?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Well,
t hank you so nuch, Conm ssi oner
Leonard. And listen, | want to
t hank you for these historical
docunents that you shared with us
at the hearing today. | was
especially excited to review the
deed for Raynond Pace Al exander and
Sadie T. Mossell Al exander and
Theresa Moore, the wife of Cecil B.
Moore, right.

| guess they were doing
t he deal together and purchasing

their hone at 1708 West Jefferson
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Street in North Phil adel phia. And
| was excited to see this because |
saw t he date of August 24, 1951.
And that was the sane year and
around the sane tine that ny
grandparents purchased their first
home after com ng to Phil adel phi a
from Tarboro County, South
Carolina, and they purchased a hone
just a few blocks fromthe

Al exander famly, so this was
really exciting to see.

W know that this
project will enable us to see nany
nore records like this and be able
to have the search feature and not
have to go downstairs and go
t hrough all the books. And that
was the process that | undertook
actually to | ocate ny biol ogi cal
famly. | checked the marriage
records here in Gty Hall in those
big ol d books, and now we woul d

enabl e Phi | adel phi ans and others to
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search this information digitally.
So we thank you very nmuch for all
of your work on this, you and your
t eam

| know Tracy is here.

We appreciate you so nuch and the
wor k that you're doing. So thank
you, Commi ssioner Leonard.

COW SSI ONER LEONARD
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Yes. Thank you so
much. This is awesone.

Al right. 1Is there
anyone else here to testify on Bill
No. 2510667?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Okay. Seeing none, we
will now proceed with Bill No.
260021.

Clerk, will you please
call the first panel to testify for

Bill No. 260021.

Page 54

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Finance

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

Page 55

THE CLERK: Janes
Leonard, Comm ssioner of Depart nent
of Records. Also available for
guestions is the Departnent of
Revenue.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Excellent. | see our
Revenue Conmmi ssioner here and al so
Fran Beckl ey fromthe Law
Departnment. W appreciate you all
for being here. | just quickly
wanted to say thank you so nmuch for
your work on this |egislation.

For me, this is about
generational wealth, but it's also
very personal to ne. It's
sonething that ny famly and | went
t hrough. W paid thousands and
t housands of dollars just to
mai ntain our famly hones and keep
themin our famlies. And we know
that many famlies in Philadel phia
who are struggling with tangl ed
titles or deeds are, too, trying to
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figure out ways to preserve their
generational wealth and keep these
properties in the famly.

And this conmpbnsense
amendnent and commonsense bill wll
help us do just that and will save
famlies thousands and thousands of
dollars in fees relative to our
realty transfer tax. And so, |
wanted to thank you all for your
work on this legislation in the
backgr ound.

| know we al so worked on
sone changes to the LOOP program
for famlies that are suffering
with tangled titles or deeds. And
so, we just wanted to uplift and
appreci ate that work, and thank you
for helping us to get to this
poi nt .

Community Legal Services
and all our |egal service
organi zati ons, thank you for

bringi ng this comobnsense

Page 56

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Finance

| egislation to us and helping us to
help famlies elimnate a
significant financial barrier that
can really prevent famlies from
passing a hone from one generation
to the next.

And we are going to
clarify in this |egislation,
hopefully with the support of ny
col | eagues, that heirs are not
required to pay the city's realty
transfer tax when inheriting a
famly honme with an outstandi ng
nortgage that cannot be paid off by
the estate.

Currently as it stands,
only property transfers for no or
nom nal actual consideration or
honmes that are paid off are exenpt
fromthe realty transfer tax. And
for honmes wth an outstanding
nort gage, the property does not
qualify as being for no or nom nal

actual consideration. And so, as

Page 57

888-893-3767

Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Finance

it stands currently heirs are
required to pay that realty
transfer tax on any of the
remai ni ng debt they assune fromthe
estate before a new deed can even
be recorded, again which we know
costs thousands and thousands of
dollars. And I know that from
per sonal experience.

And so, treating the
I nheritance of a famly hone as a
taxabl e transaction is inequitable,
and it places an undue burden on
famlies with very few resources
and continues to create unnecessary
barriers to maintaining
homeownership. And so, this
| egi sl ati on renoves that obstacle.
And we wll help nore famlies keep
their hones in their famly and
continue to build in their
generational wealth. So thank you
all again so nuch

And now, we'll hear from

Page 58

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Finance

our Conmm ssioner JimLeonard from
t he Departnent of Records. And |
know Revenue is here and avail abl e
for additional questions.

COW SSI ONER LEONARD:
Good norning, Majority Leader and
Chai rperson G I nore Ri chardson and
menbers of the Commttee on
Fi nance. |'m Janmes Leonard,
Comm ssi oner of Records for the
Cty of Philadel phia, and |I'm here
today to testify in support of Bill
No. 260021, on behal f of Mayor
Parker's Adm ni stration.

| want to begin by
t hanking Majority Leader G I nore
Ri chardson for her |eadership on
tangled titles and for introducing
this legislation. The Myjority
Leader has been a consi stent
chanpi on for Phil adel phi a
honmeowners, and this bill reflects
that coonmtnent. | would al so

t hank Community Legal Services of
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Phi | adel phia for shining a |ight on
this issue and for advocating on
behal f of the legislation. Their
wor k wi t h Phil adel phi a honeowners
gives thema front-row view of the
real -worl d consequences of uncl ear
property ownership and their
advocacy has nade a difference.

Bill No. 260021 codifies
a | ongstandi ng practice in howthe
city calculates realty transfer tax
for inherited properties. Under
the bill when a primary residence
passes froma decedent to an heir,
any outstanding nortgage or |ien on
the property existing before the
transfer will not be treated as
actual consideration for purposes
of calculating the city's realty
transfer tax.

In plain terns, the bill
ensures that the presence of an
exi sting nortgage does not

artificially inflate the transfer
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tax owed when a famly hone is
passed down to heirs. This is the
right outconme. It reflects how
t hese transactions actually work
and it protects famlies at a
nonment when they are already
navigating the loss of a | oved one.

Why does this matter for
tangled titles? The Departnent of
Records sits at the center of
Phi | adel phia's tangled title
crisis. Wen a honeowner dies
without a wll or an estate plan,
their property can becone a tangl ed
title, a property where ownership
I's uncl ear because the deed was
never properly transferred.

Phi | adel phi a has over
10, 000 such properties,
representing $1.1 billion in val ue.
These properties are concentrated
In communities that are 87% Bl ack.
Untangling a title is already a

difficult and costly process.
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Fam | i es nust navi gate | egal
proceedi ngs to establish clear
ownershi p. They should not face an
inflated tax bill on top of those
bur dens.

This bill hel ps keep the
cost of untangling titles down.

That is good for famlies and it is
good for Phil adel phia. Preserving
homeowner shi p t hrough the reduction
and prevention of tangled titles is
central to Mayor Parker's H O ME.
Initiative. Bill No. 260021
directly supports that m ssion.

By reducing the
financial barriers famlies face
when a hone is transferred after a
death, this bill hel ps keep famly
homes in the famly and hel ps build
generational wealth. | urge the
Comm ttee on Finance to support
Bill No. 260021. It is a
straightforward fix that will have

a neani ngful inpact on Phil adel phi a
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famlies working to preserve their
nost i nportant asset, their hone.
Thank you for your tine and |I'm
happy to answer any questi ons.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you. Thank you
very much, Conmm ssioner Leonard.
And agai n, thank you for your
partnership and for all of your
work in helping us to get to this
point. | actually had a question
of Revenue to put on the record
relative to the other programthat
we worked on for famlies that are
suffering with a tangled title or
deed regardi ng how nany famlies
have actually taken advantage of
the LOOP program now t hat we added
the | anguage regarding famlies
that have a tangled title or a
deed.

COW SSI ONER McCOLGAN
Good norning. |'m Kathl een

McCol gan, Revenue Comm ssi oner.
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don't have that specific stat with
me, but | can tell you that we have
approxi mately 3000 equitable owners
enrolled in water assistance
prograns as well as 2000 enroll ed
in tax prograns. So |I'Il just have
to get you the nunmber on LOOP
specifically.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Okay. That'll be
great. But you said 3000 equitable
owners enroll ed?

COW SSI ONER McCOLGAN
| n wat er assi stance prograns.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  You sai d wat er
assi stance?

COW SSI ONER Mc COLGAN:
WAt er assi stance.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Okay. And then you
sai d 20007

COW SSI ONER Mc COLGAN:

Oh, I"'msorry. | actually do have
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t he nunber of equitable owners that
are enrolled in LOOP. That is 54
t hat have been enroll ed.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Geat. So 54
since you worked on that. That's
awesone. That is awesone, okay,
with LOOP. Ckay. Excellent.
Thank you so nuch for that,
Comm ssioner. And thank you again
for the work of your departnent for
hel ping us with that.

Are there any additional
questions for Panel 17

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Seeing none, we
t hank you very nmuch for being here.

WIIl the Cerk please
call Panel 2 for Bill No. 260021.

THE CLERK: Rachel
Gal | egos, Community Legal Services;
Mchelle Wall er, Comrunity

Representati ve; Kevin Boswel |,
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Housi ng Justice Senior Law Center;
and Garrett O Dwyer, Phil adel phi a,
Associ ation of Community
Devel opnent Cor por ati ons.

(Wt nesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. W thank you
all so nmuch for being here. Again,
| want to thank Community Legal
Services, the Senior Law Center,
Phi | adel phi a Associ ati on of
Communi ty Devel opnment Cor porati ons,
who we know as PACDC, and nost
especially to our community
representative who joined us here
today and who's been with us from
t he begi nning of this hearing.

So state your nane for
the record and proceed wth your
t esti nony.

M5. GALLEGOS: Good
norning. M nane i s Rachel

Gal l egos. |'ma Divisional
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Supervising Attorney with Comunity
Legal Services, and | appreciate
t he opportunity to be here. Good
nor ni ng, nenbers of the commttee.
My nane is Rachel Gallegos. I'ma
DSA in the Honmeownershi p and
Consuner Rights Unit at CLS where |
| ead our tangled title work.

|"m pl eased to testify
today in support of Bill No.
260021, which wll exenpt
I ntergenerational famly hones from
the realty transfer tax. As
Counci | knows, Community Legal
Services was established by the
Phi | adel phi a Bar Association in
1966 to provide civil |egal
representation to | owincone
Phi | adel phians as the city's
| argest provider of free |egal
servi ces.

CLS assists
approxi mately 12, 000 of

Phi | adel phi a's poorest residents
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with their |egal problens each
year, starting in 2021 with the
city's historic investnent to help
homeowners with tangled titles as
part of the Nei ghborhood
Preservation Initiative. CLS has
been able to focus nore resources
on helping clients preserve their
i ntergenerational famly hones.

Today CLS has a
dedi cated team of ni ne advocates, a
conbi nati on of attorneys and
par al egal s focused excl usively on
representing clients with tangl ed
titles. In 2025, we worked with
673 clients with tangled titles.
We successfully cleared 118 titles.
W did wills for 274 honeowners and
we participated in 90 wlls,
clinics and comrunity outreach
events.

The work on tangl ed
title remai ns robust and ongoi ng,

requi ring continued col |l aboration
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with our |egal partners, city
agenci es and el ected officials.
The next evol ution of our work
remai ns focused on direct client
servi ces, but includes needed
policy reform Today we are here
I n support of Bill No. 260021,
Counci | menber G I nore Richardson's
bill, to exenpt fam |y hones that
have out standi ng nortgages fromthe
realty transfer tax when they pass
after the owner's death.

Comm ttee nenbers may
have t hought that when a hone
passes after soneone's death, that
the hone is already exenpt fromthe
transfer tax. And to be honest, so
di d many housi ng and honeownership
advocates for many years. But in
the | ast several years, the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a and
now the Gty of Philadel phia has
begun enforcing a | ongstandi ng | aw

to assess realty transfer tax on
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t he val ue of the outstanding

nort gage bal ance on famly hones
passed through testate or intestate
successi on.

Their position is that
the heir is assum ng the nortgage
debt fromthe estate and that this
Is therefore no |onger a transfer
for no or nom nal actual
consi deration and exenpt fromthe
tax. Currently, hones that pass by
I ntestate or testate succession are
exenpt fromthe realty transfer tax
if they are for no or nom nal
val ue. But when a hone passes to
heirs and the hone is encunbered
with a nortgage or other liens and
the heirs assune the nortgage, the
state and city require that
transfer tax be paid on the val ue
of the outstandi ng nortgage.

This means that as we
work to keep famly homes in the

famly, the heirs get hit with a
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big transfer tax bill that needs to
be paid before the deed is
recorded. This at best delays a
client in obtaining record

owner shi p, and at worst, outright
prevents it, as the cost is too
hi gh and burdensone for our

clients.

When an heir inherits a
honme that is subject to the realty
transfer tax, sone may qualify for
assi stance fromthe Tangled Title
Fund adm ni stered by our sister
| egal aid organi zation Phil adel phi a
VIP. This grant provides for costs
associ ated with probating an
estate, including probate fees,

I nheritance taxes and transfer
t axes.

The Tangled Title Fund
is critical to doing this work, as
our clients cannot afford these
fees out of pocket. However,

Phi | adel phia VIP reports that in
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2025 the Tangled Title Fund spent
$165,000 in transfer taxes based on
nort gages and/ or ot her
consi deration. These are dollars
that could otherw se assist nore
clients to resolving tangl ed
titles.

You're going to hear in
a monment fromour client Ms. Waller
seated next to nme, who's graciously
agreed to be here to tell her
story. And when she inherited her
mom s house and took over her nonis
nortgage, this requirenment was not
being enforced at that tinme. |If it
had been, Ms. Wller would have
been required to pay over $3,000 in
transfer tax to the Cty of
Phi | adel phia. On her |[imted
I ncome, this would have been
unaf f ordable. We woul d not have
been able to put the house in her
nanme, and the forecl osure would

have resulted in the | oss of a
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hone.

In cases with nortgage
del i nquency such as Ms. Waller,
this is particularly devastati ng,
as a nortgage forecl osure cannot be
resol ved w t hout havi ng cl ear
title. Wthout a deed in her nane,
Ms. Waller would be unable to
assune the nortgage and obtain a
| oan nodification and ultimately,

t he house woul d be | ost.

The proposed bill would
have i medi ate i npact for
Phi | adel phi a honeowners. The city
has put trenendous resources and
energy around conbating tangl ed
titles and creating homeownership
opportunities for its residents.

It has supported the effort to
bui | d and preserve

i ntergenerational wealth, and this
amendnment is just another step in
this larger effort.

CLS strongly supports
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amendi ng The Phil adel phia Code to
exenpt the value of a nortgage or
other liens fromthe definition of
consi deration as used in the
context of property that passes by
testate or intestate succession.
Thank you to Councilwoman G | nore
Ri chardson for always | eading the
charge on tangled titles and the
Cty of Philadelphia wth the
support of other Council nenbers.
Your voice neans so nuch to our
clients and to our organizations.
And a speci al shout-out
to Eliza sitting here today. €Eliza
has been wonderful and a wonderf ul
liaison wwth us as we work to get
t hese things done, so we appreciate
her tinme as well. So thank you to
Counci|l for hearing us out today
and for the opportunity to speak.
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you and t hank

you so much for your continued work
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with our office and all the work
that you all do to help us bring
forth commonsense legislation to
hel p Phi | adel phi ans preserve their
famly honmes and their generational
weal th, particularly now when
housi ng prices and val ues are

ri sing each year. So thank you so
much.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

M5. WALLER:  Yes. (ood
norning. M nane is Mchelle
Waller --

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Hol d the m crophone up
I f you can, ma'am

M5. WALLER'  Yes, nma'am

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch.
That's good. W have to neke sure
t he stenographer can hear you.

Thank you so nmuch. So you st ated
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your nane for the record. Please
proceed wth your testinony.

M5. WALLER  Thank you
so nmuch. Good norning. M nane is
Mchelle Waller. 1'ma resident of
the city of Phil adel phia and have
lived here ny entire life. M
home, bel ongi ng to ny not her,
Wal |l ette Waller, she had lived in
the hone alone for a few years
before becomng ill. Wen she
becane ill, she was diagnosed with
cancer. She started chenp and was
no | onger able to do things for
her sel f.

At that time, | noved in
to take care of ny nother. | was
hel pi ng ny not her manage day-t o-
day, cooking, cleaning and caring
for herself. Things took a turn
and she was then hospitalized for a
year. | was trying to maintain
both her home and ny own hone at

that time. M daughter stayed at
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my honme to maintain things and help
out while I stayed at ny nother's
home and took care of things while
she was hospitalized.

My nom got better for a
little while, but then eventually
she got worse. She was unable to
wal k and she needed dialysis, and
it was a lot. | was al so working
at the time. And so, | was
managi ng her health care for her
and while also trying to pay ny own
bills as well. She was very sick
for many years and ultinmately
passed away in 2016.

My nom woul d al ways pay
her bills and usually woul d pay
themwel|l in advance. She did this
wth her nortgage and she was
al ways ahead of the nortgage
paynments. After she passed,
cal l ed the nortgage conpany to --
excuse ne. | called the nortgage

conpany. They assured ne
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everyt hing was okay and that |
coul d mai ntain residency.

| remained in ny
not her's hone after she passed
away. This honme holds, and it
still does, sentinel value and it's
very inportant to ne. A couple of
years after her death the nortgage
conpany told ne I had to assune the
nort gage and they eventual |y
informed ne the paynents were
passed due. Unfortunately,
t hroughout this tinme assum ng the
nort gage and working with the
nort gage conpany has becone very
difficult.

Despite nmy nother's
payi ng well in advance, the
nort gage conpany did not
conmuni cate with ne until the
paynents were well past due. | am
currently working wth CLS to
resol ve nortgage i ssues and | hope

that it comes to an end soon.
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During this time, | also had to
probate ny nother's estate. M
brother and | were her only heirs,
and we were in agreenent about how
to handl e her affairs. He agreed
to transfer the property to ny
name.

Community Legal Services
hel ped ne to probate the estate and
then record a new deed with ny nane
onit. It was really inportant for
ne to keep ny nother's honme. W
went through a ot -- yeah, we went
through a ot at the house and it
nmeant nore to ne to nmaintain the
other honme | had lived in. It's
al so nore convenient for me to live
t here.

| amnot as nobile as |
used to be due to sone physical and
health problens. M nonms house is
convenient to things | need for ny
own living in the home and nmakes it

easier for ne to get around and
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live confortably. | amal so
grateful to be living in ny

not her's home and now our famly
hone.

Community Legal Services
hel ped ne to draft an estate plan
after the house was in ny nane and
| will leave this hone to ny
daughter. | want this hone to be
the place for the next generation
of ny famly. | want ny grandkids
to benefit fromthis | egacy as
well. | have famly to take care
of, and this house will help ne to
do that. | want to say thank you
to Cty Council for inviting ne to
testify today and I"'mglad to have
been able to share ny story.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so nuch, Ms. Waller. Thank you so
much for sharing your story. And
|"mso sorry for your |oss of your

nmomin 2016. And 10 years | ater,
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you can now tell the story that you
were able to preserve her hone as
your famly hone. And so, | thank
you for sharing your story, and
feel what you went through.

| lost ny nomalso in
2016 and went through the sane
process that you went through. And
that's the reason why we wanted to
do this legislation, so nore
famlies like me and |ike you can
preserve our generational wealth
and keep our nons' hones and our
famly and pass them down to our
daught ers.

M5. WALLER  Exactly.
Exactly. M nom worked hard and
the struggle is real.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Recei ved. Received.
| thank you for being here today.
Real | y appreciate you so nuch.

Pl ease state your nanes

for the record and proceed with
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your testinony.

MR, BOSWELL: Good
nmorning. M nanme is Kevin Boswell.
|"ma supervising attorney with the
Housi ng Justice Project at Seni or
Law Center. Thank you, Chair
G I nore Richardson and ot her
menbers of the Commttee on
Fi nance, for inviting Senior Law
Center to cone here and testify
today. Thank you to our partners
for their words in support of this
bill.

| amhere to offer ny
ent husi asti c support for the
proposed anendnents to The
Phi | adel phia Code on the realty
transfer tax exenptions.

Currently, the law unfairly
penal i zes heirs who inherit a
nortgaged famly honme by stripping
them of their estate tax exenption.
This tax penalty constitutes a

| egacy of redlining, actively
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underm ne Council's commtnents to
fight the tangled title epidemc
and build generational wealth, and
hurt Senior Law Center clients.

Senior Law Center is the
only nonprofit organization in
Pennsyl vani a whose m ssion is
dedi cated solely to seeking justice
for older adults, and one of the
very fewin the nation. Since the
all ocation of city funding, Senior
Law Center has advi sed or
represented over 1000 clients
struggling with tangled titles.

Al nost three-quarters of these
cases cone fromthe hardest-hit
di stricts of West and North

Phi | adel phi a.

Pew Research confirns
that the weight of our tangled
title crisis falls heaviest on
Phi | adel phi a's Bl ack nei ghbor hoods.
The arbitrary exclusion fromthe

estate exenption functions as a
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poverty tax that reflects the

| egacy of redlining. Wile the
weal thy heir inherits a property
free and clear w thout paying a
cent in transfer tax, a |lowincone
heir is penalized for inheriting a
nortgage, forcing those wth the

f ewest resources to pay nore
because they inherited a debt is an
absurd and surely unintended
result.

This tax penalty
actively underm nes Council's | ong-
termcommtnent to building wealth
by bl ocking many famlies from
their inheritance before they even
receive the keys to their house.
More fortunate clients are able to
rely on the Tangled Title Fund to
cover these costs. Since May of
2025, 58 applicants excluded from
the estate exenption have requested
$165, 000 fromthe Tangled Title

Fund to pay taxes that they should
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al ready be exenpt from This is
nmoney that shoul d be hel ping your
constituents resolve their tangled
titles, not paying unnecessary

t axes.

Thi s excl usion inpacts
many ol der honeowners represented
by Senior Law Center. | wll
hi ghl i ght one, but pl ease see our
witten testinony for several
others. Qur client John inherited
property fromhis father, a 30-year
school district veteran who worked
his entire life to achieve the
dream of honmeownership. H s father
wanted his hard work to transcend
his death by passing that wealth to
John and to his grandchildren. But
because his father died with a
nort gage bal ance of over $100, 000,
John was disqualified fromthe
estate exenpti on.

After scraping together

$3, 500 for inheritance tax and
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probate fees, he was hit wth

anot her $4,500 in transfer taxes.
Now, m nd you, John qualified for
the estate exenption in every way
except that he inherited a
nortgage. The absurdity is this:
John was being taxed on a debt that
he couldn't even afford. Wile he
struggled to probate the estate,

t he nortgage conpany sued to

f orecl ose.

Seni or Law Center
defended himin the foreclosure
action where | oan nodifications
saved the honme, but the current |aw
nearly cost himthe | egacy his
fat her spent 30 years buil ding.

Not everyone is so lucky. The
proposed bill 26002100 ensures
everyday heirs aren't penalized
j ust because their parents had a
nortgage. It is a narrow y-
tailored fix, covering prinary

resi dences that |evels the playing
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field.

It gives working
famlies the sane footing as the
city's wealthiest. It's a sinple
fix wth a nassive inpact that
woul d al | ow Phi | adel phi ans to age
in place wwth dignity and secure a
vital path to generational wealth.
A der honmeowners, often affected by
fixed inconmes eroded by inflation,
face nmounting physical and
financial hurdles to staying in
their hones.

By hel pi ng ol der
homeowners gain title to their
hones, we stabilize their
nei ghbor hoods and secure
Phi | adel phia's nost vital form of
af f ordabl e housi ng so hones of
residents already live in. W urge
you to pass this commpbnsense
| egi slation to ensure our past
progress continues into tonorrow.

Thank you very nuch.
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch and
thank you for the stories that you
shared wthin your testinony as
well. | don't know if you added
this because | was rereading this,
the DHS clains as well. So I'd
|l ove to as a next step tal k about
that as a next step and the next
bill that we need to offer, because
that relates to our city code.
Ckay. So | think that's a foll ow
up bill that we nust undert ake.
Ckay. Thank you so nuch for your
t esti nony.

Pl ease proceed with your
t esti nony.

MR. O DWER  Good
norning, Chair Gl nore Richardson
and nenbers of the Cty Council
Comm ttee on Finance. M nane is
Garrett O Dwer and I'mthe Policy
Director at the Philadel phia

Associ ation of Conmunity
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Devel opnent Cor porati ons or PACDC.
Thank you for the opportunity to
of fer testinony in support of Bill
No. 260021, which wll exenpt
properties that contain a lien,
nort gage or other encunbrance from
exposure to transfer taxes when
conveyed at nomnal or no
consi der ati on.

We'd also like to thank
you, Council nmenber G| nore
Ri chardson, for your |eadership in
i ntroducing not just this bill, but
for continually working with
advocates to address the chal |l enges
that tangled titles pose to
Phi | adel phians. PACDC is the
| eadi ng voice of nonprofit
communi ty devel opnment corporations
and other community devel opnent
organi zati ons in Phil adel phi a.

Many of our 60 CDC
nmenbers provide referrals for

housi ng counsel i ng needs or provide
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these services directly and see
firsthand what tangled titles nean
for individuals and famlies.

Esti mates are that Phil adel phia has
over 10,000 tangled titles,
representing well over $1 billion.
This is famly and community weal th
in jeopardy due to inadequate | egal
preparation to ensure the orderly
transfer of property as well as
systens that conpound rather than
mtigate chall enges when that
occurs.

The cost to address a
tangled title typically approaches
$10, 000 which is often cost-
prohibitive. Heirs need the
assi stance of |lawers to navigate a
Byzanti ne, drawn-out process that
may not even be successful. 1In the
nmeantinme, famlies may be displ aced
fromtheir honmes and structures can
fall into disrepair and

nei ghbor hood blight as heirs are
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unabl e to access capital or city
honme repair and property tax relief
prograns W thout proper title.
Assessi ng expensive
transfer taxes as a result of an
exi sting nortgage is a powerful
di sincentive to the orderly
transfer of property to heirs. By
exenpting these transfers, we
believe Bill No. 260021 wll help
resolve existing tangled title and
prevent new ones from devel opi ng.
Thr ough PACDC s
partnership and the Nati onal
Community Stabilization Trust
Heirs' Property Partnership, we are
working to build the capacity of
Nei ghbor hood Advi sory Committee
coordi nators to handl e tangl ed
title, and we believe that they can
play a key role in ensuring that
I nformati on about this exenption,
when passed, can be di ssem nated

and acted upon by honeowners and
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heirs. There's no silver bullet
for this issue, but we | ook forward
to continuing to work with Gty
Council to identify reforns at
every step of the probate process
to reduce the tinme and expense of
addressing tangled titles. Thank
you for the opportunity to offer
t esti nony.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so nuch. And thank all of you
again for your work on this issue,
for all the clients that you
represent that we may not hear
about those cases where you're
really helping folks to naintain
their generational wealth and keep
their famly hones in the famly.

W want to say thank you
again, Ms. Waller. Thank you so
much for comng. So sorry for the
| oss of your nom but so glad that

you were able to maintain and be
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able to share the story wwth us
here in Council. So thank you so
much.

Any addi tional questions
for these w tnesses?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  All right. Seeing
none, we thank you. W thank you
all so nmuch for being here today.

Are there any additional
W tnesses to testify on Bill No.
2600217

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: And | note that we
have another bill forthcom ng.
Based on your testinony, Kevin,
from Senior Law Center, we have
another bill forthcom ng.

Any additional w tnesses
to testify on Bill No. 2600217

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON: Okay. Seeing none, is
t here anyone here to provide public
coment on any of the bills or
matters that we heard today?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: |Is there anyone here
whose nanme has not been called to
provi de testinony or public conment
for today?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Excel lent. Okay.
Seei ng none and havi ng no further
testinony, we wll begin our public
neeting. And so, | will now make
the call for the additional
comm ttee nenbers who are still
here in the building to returnto
chanbers so that we can proceed
with our public neeting. Thank you
so nmuch

(Brief recess.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON: Okay. Thank you so
much. We will now proceed with our
public neeting on the previously
mentioned bills.

Clerk, will you please
call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance w ||
i ndicate that they are present when
their nanme is call ed.

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:
Present .

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Presence.

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber Ahnad.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present .
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THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Bass.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Chair
G I nore Richardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: | am present. Thank
you. A quorum of the commttee is
present .

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Thomas for a notion
on Bill No. 250769.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

Thank you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
250769 be reported fromthis
commttee with a favorable
recomendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt the first
reading of this bill at the next
session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON: The Chair notes for
the record that Council menber Jones
seconds the notion.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
250769 be recorded fromthis
commttee with a favorable
recomrendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first
readi ng at the next session of
Counci | .

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll indicate by stating
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
the notion carries. Bill No.
250769 will be reported fromthis

commttee with a favorabl e
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recommendation with the request
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first
readi ng at our next session of
Counci | .

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Thomas for a notion
on Bill No. 260112.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

Thank you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
260112 be reported fromthis
commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The Chair notes for
the record that Council menber Jones
seconds the notion.

It has been noved and
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properly seconded that Bill No.
260112 be reported fromthis
commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first
reading of this bill at the next
session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll indicate by stating
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it, and
the notion carries. Bill No.
260112 will be reported fromthis
commttee with a favorable
recommendation with a request that
the rules of Council be suspended
to permt first reading at the next

sessi on of Council.
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The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber and Vi ce-Chair Bass
for a notion on Bill No. 260113.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
260113 be reported fromthis
conmttee with a favorable
recomendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The chair notes for
the record that Council man Thonas
seconds the notion.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
260113 be reported fromthis
commttee with a favorable
recomrendati on and further nove

that the rules of Council be
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suspended as to permt first rage T8
reading of this bill at the next
session of Council.

Al those in favor w |
I ndi cate by stating aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
the notion carries. Bill No.
260113 will be reported fromthis
commttee with a favorable
recomendati on with a request that
the rules of Council be suspended
as to permt first reading at the
next session of Council.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber and Vi ce-Chair Bass
for a notion on Bill No. 251066.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
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251066 be reported fromthis
commttee with a favorable
recomendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The Chair notes for
the record that Council man Thomas
seconds.

The notion has been
noved and properly seconded that
Bill No. 251066 be reported from
this coomttee with a favorabl e
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first
readi ng at the next session of
Counci | .

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will indicate by stating

aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
the notion carries. Bill No.
251066 will be reported fromthis
commttee with a favorable
recomendation with a request that
the rules of Council be suspended
as to permt the first readi ng of
this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

The Chair now recogni zes
Vi ce-Chair Bass for a notion on
Bill No. 260021.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
260021 be reported fromthe
commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The Chair notes for
the record that Council menber
Thomas seconds the notion.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
260021 be reported fromthis
commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first
reading of this bill at the next
session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll indicate by stating
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: All those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
the notion carries. Bill No.
260021 will be reported fromthis
commttee with a favorable
recomendati on with a request that
the rules of Council be suspended
to permt first reading at the next
session of Council.

There being no further
bills or resolutions on the agenda
today, this concludes the business
before the Comm ttee on Fi nance.
Thank you all so nuch for your
at t endance.

(Comm ttee on Fi nance

concluded at 11:49 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON
|, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evi dence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographi c notes taken
by me in the foregoing nmatter, and that
this is a correct transcript of the sane.
ABM ‘ #Q rvdl,
TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public
(The foregoing certification of
this transcript does not apply to any
reproduction of the sanme by any neans,
unl ess under the direct control and/or
supervi sion of the certifying reporter.)
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City Council
Chief Clerk's Office
402 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Meeting Agenda

Tuesday, March 3, 2026

10:00 AM

Room 400, City Hall

Committee on Finance




Committee on Finance Meeting Agenda March 3, 2026

250769 An Ordinance Amending Title 20 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled “Officers and
Employees,” by changing the compensation of members of the Zoning Board of
Adjustment, all under certain terms and conditions.

251066 An Ordinance Authorizing the Commissioner of Records and the Procurement
Commissioner, on behalf of the City, to execute a multi-year concession agreement
with Ancestry.com in connection with the digitizing, indexing, and public access and
search of City of Philadelphia Department of Records vital records, all under
provisions set forth in the concession agreement substantially as set forth in Exhibit A
to this ordinance.

260021 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 19-1700 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled
“Finance, Taxes, and Collections,” to amend excluded transactions to the realty

transfer tax, all under certain terms and conditions.

260112 An Ordinance Authorizing, generally, the continued issuance and sale by the City of

Philadelphia of Gas Works Revenue Notes of the City, prescribing the forms of notes
and providing for their execution and payment, pledging certain revenues of the Gas
Works as security, adopting a rate covenant and directing the imposition and
collection of rates and charges sufficient to comply therewith, prescribing the
conditions precedent to the issuance of specific series of notes, including a resolution
passed by the Bond Committee providing for establishment of credit support for
notes, providing for designation of a fiscal agent and sinking fund depositary,
providing for establishment of a sinking fund and its management, providing remedies
upon default, and providing for amendments and modifications.

260113 An Ordinance Authorizing the execution, delivery and performance by the Philadelphia

Facilities Management Corporation on behalf of the Philadelphia Gas Works of an
amended Service Agreement with Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company, LLC for
gas storage services under the Transco WSS Open Access Rate Schedule.

City of Philadelphia Page 2 Printed on 2/20/2026
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