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2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

| know that the hour has cone and

that a quorumof this Council is
present. Council will now cone to
or der.

Menbers pl ease take your
seats. Visitors will retire to the
seats outside the rails. Before
proceeding, | will ask all those
present to set your cell phone to
silent or vibrate.

On this special day, we wll
be having an interfaith invocation
and presentation. So first, |I'm
going to ask for | mam Yahaya Adam of
Masjid Al -Jam a of Philadel phia. He
Is here today as the guest of
Counci | woman Jam e Gaut hi er.

I wll ask all Menbers and
guests to pl ease rise.

(Counci | menbers, guests and
visitors rise.)

| MAM ADAM  Good norni ng,

ever yone.
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2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
(Good norning.)

| MAM ADAM  |'m | mam Yahaya
Adam from Masjid Al-Jima and |'m
here to |l ead the Islam c prayer, and
| would like to do it the
traditional way, which is always
said in Arabic. And | hope and pray
God will answer our prayer: (Arabic
translation.)

Thank you very nuch. | want
to make it brief and | hope and pray
this will be a wonderful neeting.
Thank you everyone and thank you for
having us here. W appreciate it so
much. Assal am al ai kum wa
rehmat ul | ahi wa Bar akatuh. Peace be
unto you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Al so joining us today from Brookl yn,
New York, not a stranger to the Cty
of Phil adel phia, former Executive
with the DNC who hel ped propel our

| ast great President to becone the

Presi dent of the United States,
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2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
she's here today in the formof the
cloth. Bishop Leah Daughtry,
Presiding Prel ate of The House of
the Lord of Church here on behal f of
Maj ority Leader Councilwonan
Kat herine G | nore Ri chardson.

Bl SHOP DAUGHTRY: | sai ah
58:12. Sone of you will rebuild the
ancient ruins. You wll restore the
foundations laid | ong ago. You w ||
be called the repairer of broken
wal s, the restorer of streets in
which to dwell. Let us pray.

Oh God, creator of heaven
and earth, |over of peace, freedom
and justice, we thank you for the
grace you have given to us to |ive
in so great a country that it
cel ebrates and enbraces the open and
exuberant free exchange of ideas.

We thank you for those who
gat her today in this chanber,
seeking to fulfill the

responsibility of faithfu
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2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
citizenship, and who give so freely
of their time, their talent and
their treasure for a cause and a
purpose that is greater than
t hensel ves, for them and for
oursel ves, for the work that nust be
done, for the bridges that nust be
built, for the children who nust be
saved, for the sick who nust be
heal ed, for the |ast who nust be
first.

We ask for strength for the
journey, clarity of thought,
sharpness of vision, singleness of
pur pose and the courage of our
convictions to make the prom se of
America the practice of Anerica.
Because we ask if it is in your
nane, we decree and declare that it
Is so. And all the people of God
say Anmen.

(Amen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair thanks the | nmam and the
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Bi shop for their invocation.
Council will now be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Such a great show of unity. The
next order of business is the
approval of the Journal of the
neeti ng of Thursday, February 1,
2024.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber G ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove that the Journal of
the neeting of Thursday, February 1,
2024 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the Journal of the
nmeeti ng of Thursday, February 1,
2024 stand approved.

Al'l those in favor wll

signify by saying aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the Journal is
approved.

The next order of business
Is the request of |eave of absence.
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Kat herine G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of the Majority,
there are no requests for |eave of
absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair thanks the Council nenber.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Kendra Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Thank
you, M. President.

On behalf of the Mnority,
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there are no requests for |eave of
absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair thanks the Council nenber.

The Chair recognizes
Counci |l woman G | nore Ri chardson for
a notion concerning certain
| egislative matters that may ari se
during the course of today's session
of Council that were not listed on
the Cal endar circulated prior to
today's session.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,
M. President.

| nove that any of the
following matters, if considered
today, nmay be added to the agenda
for this session of Council and as
requi red by | aw, subsequently
publ i shed on an anended agenda after
t he consideration of those matters:
resol uti ons aut horizing hearings,

resol uti ons taking substantive
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action to be voted on in this
session, a notion to withdraw a bill
or resolution that is not on the

Cal endar and a notion placing a
resolution on or returning a

resol ution fromthe Suspension

Cal endar that is not listed on

t oday' s cal endar.

The purpose of this notion
is to provide the public with notes
concerni ng possible actions with
Council to be included on the
Cal endar that were published prior
to today's session.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the legislative
matters stated by Council nenber
G I nore Richardson may be added to
t he agenda for today should those
matters arise during the course of
this session of Council

All those in favor wll
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signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the notion
carri es.

The Chair will now di spense
for the record order of business to
recogni ze guests and visitors
joining us in the chanbers this
norning. On behalf of all nenbers
of Gty Council, | welcone you to
our Council session. W appreciate
you taking the tine and joining us
as we attend the legislative affairs
of our great city. W certainly
invite you to cone again.

We have a couple of guests
who are here with us today. And so,
at this nonment |'mgoing to dispense
with the regular order of business

and recogni ze Counci | woman Kat heri ne
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G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci
Presi dent.

Good norni ng, Counci |
Presi dent and col | eagues. Today |
have the hunbl e honor and privil ege
to wel conme again a very speci al
guest to Phil adel phia Gty Council.
Today we are joined by Bishop Leah
Daughtry, Convener of the 2024 Power
Ri sing Summ t.

Power Rising provides a safe
and inclusive space for an
I ntergenerational network of Bl ack
wonen to turn power into action and
create an actionable agenda to be
i npl enented in our communities by
| everagi ng social, political,
prof essional, cultural and economnc
power. These wonen are able to
utilize their influence for the
betternent of ourselves, our

comuni ti es and our country.
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This year's sunmt is taking
pl ace right here in Philadel phia,
the birthplace of denbcracy from
February 8th to February 11th.

Bi shop Leah Daughtry has the

di stinct honor of being the CEO of

t he Denocratic National Convention.
Bi shop Daughtry is the only person
in the party's history to be the CEO
of two, not one but two Denocratic
Nat i onal Conventions, including here
in the great City of Phil adel phia.
The first being in 2008 with the

nom nati on of President Barack
OGbama, and the second convention she
chaired was here in Philadelphia in
2016 to nom nate Secretary Hllary
C i nton.

I want to thank you for
joining us here in the great Cty of
Phi | adel phia wi th your speci al
guest, A shanti Ghol ar, President
and CEO of Energe; Sharon Daughtry,
Executive Director of DB&A; Tina
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Aki ntayo, principal of AKkintayo
Managenent G oup; and Leah Henderson
as well as Sinone who has hel ped us
organi ze this wonderful visit. W
wel cone you all to the great city of
Phi | adel phia, the City of Brotherly
Love and Sister Effectiveness.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

Thank you so nmuch, Counci
Presi dent.

I'd like to take a nonent to
acknow edge everyone who's here
today to help us honor the Iife and
cel ebrate the nenory of Emanuel
Kelly. | want to extend a speci al
wel cone to Emanuel Kelly's wife,
Dyan Kelly, the entire Kelly famly

wel cone and the teamfromKel ly
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Maiell o Architects.

Emanuel Kelly passed on late
| ast nonth, but his mark on
Phi | adel phia will live on for
generations. He founded Kelly
Maiello Architects, one of the first
Bl ack- owned architecture firns in
the City, and the team behind dozens
of public spaces, including the
Readi ng Market, West Philly High,
the Crimnal Justice Center and
much, much nore. Recently his firm
was al so the | ead design firm
hel pi ng Rebuild with the Kingsessing
Rec Center.

And so, he's left his mark
physically on our Cty's built
architecture, but he's also been a
| eader in the design comunity and
beyond. He was soneone that |
personally | ooked up to. He reached
out to me many tinmes with
encouragenent in ny fight for

af f ordabl e housing in the 3rd
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District and across the GCty, and
his mark will live on in the Gty
forever.

And so, we're going to hear
fromhis | oved ones and his friends
during public conmment. And | just
want to wel cone them today.

Thank you so much, Counci
Pr esi dent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Can we give the famly a
round of appl ause pl ease.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Can the Kelly famly stand? Can the
Kelly famly stand?

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: They
m ght be still in route, but we wl|l
recei ve them when they get here.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
kay. Absolutely. Enmanuel was a
great gentl eman.

We do not have any

presentati ons to make today.
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2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - COVMUNI CATI ONS
Therefore, the next order of
busi ness i s communi cati ons.

The Chair requests that the
Sergeant-of - Arns del i ver the
nmessages fromthe Mayor to the Chief
Clerk. The Chief Cerk will read
t he nessages fromthe Mayor.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and Menbers of the Counci
of the Gty of Philadel phia, | am
transmtting for the consideration
of your Honorabl e Body:

A resol ution authorizing the
Phi | adel phia Land Bank to di spose of
2501, 2855, 2857 Anmber Street; 2143,
2155, 2157 East Birch Street; 2134,
2172 East Canbria Street; 2103, 2107
East Cunberland Street; 2107 East
Dakota Street; 2478, 2480 Eneral d
Street; 2022 East Fletcher Street;
1929, 1935, 1943, 2215 through 2217
East Harold Street; 2637, 2639,
2643, 2645 and 2649 Janney Street;
2936 Jasper Street; 2639, 2641,

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 08/ 2024

17

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - COVMUNI CATI ONS
2643, 2653 Kensi ngton Avenue; 2068
East Monnouth Street; 1844 East
GCakdal e Street; 2140, 2151, 2153 and
2156 East Ol eans Street; 2646, 2658
Ritter Street; 2089 East Somerset
Street; 2106, 2133, 2135, 2250, 2252
East Wlliam Street |ocated in the
1st Councilmanic District, all under
certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. The nessages will be
printed in the Journal.

The Chief Cerk will please
read any other communications in his
possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: | have none,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, M. Chief derk.

The next order of business
Is the introduction of bills and
resol utions.

The Chair recognizes

Counci | menber Ant hony Philli ps.
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COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Thank
you. Good norni ng, Council
Presi dent. Good norning, coll eagues
and good norning, view ng public.
Counci |l President, | have no
bills or resolutions for today.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | woman G | nore Ri chardson.
COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci |
Presi dent .
| offer no bills or
resol utions this norning.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Gaut hi er .
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.
| offer one bill and one
privileged resolution today.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
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titles of the bill and resolution.

CH EF CLERK: An ordinance
anendi ng Sections 1 and 2 of an
Ordi nance, (Bill No. 170086)
approved May 22, 2017, entitled "An
Or di nance authori zing the revision
of lines and grades in a portion of
City Plan No. 269," by relocating
portions of the houselines and
curblines of Convention Avenue from
34th Street to Health Sciences
Drive.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution honoring,
comrenorating the life and | egacy of
rever ed Phil adel phi an, Professor and
Architect Emanuel Kelly.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recogni zes
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Counci | renber 1sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, coll eagues. Good norning
to the |istening public.

Today | have two resol utions
to offer to the body. Thank you,
sir.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIl the derk please read
the titles of the resolutions.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recogni zing and
congratul ati ng the Chanpion of the
Week, 5th G ader Emly Enscore, for
her work raising noney for Project
HOME to hel p end cycles of poverty
and honel essness in Philadel phia. A
remnder to all of us that little
Phi | adel phi ans can do bi g things.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on

today' s Final Passage Cal endar.
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CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recognizing
t he i npact of Pennsylvania's C ean
Slate |law and cel ebrating its recent
expansi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Fi nal Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Curtis Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President, coll eagues.
One resol ution today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the title
of the resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution authorizing the Gty
Council Commttee on Public Safety
to hold public hearings exam ning
W tness relocation policies in the
City of Phil adel phia as well as
di scuss strategies on creating a

housi ng rehabilitati on and w tness
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rel ocation programthat will allow
for higher rates of wtness
attendance and an increase in the
closure rate of hom cide cases.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Rue Landau.
COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President and
col | eagues.
| have one bill to introduce
t oday.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Cerk please read the title
of the bill.
CH EF CLERK: An ordinance
anendi ng Chapter 9-600 of The
Phi | adel phia Code, entitled "Service
and Ot her Businesses," to add
requi renments related to the
practices of tax preparation service

providers to increase transparency
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2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - |INTRO. OF BILLS
about free tax preparation services
in the Cty of Phil adel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you, Council President.

| offer no bills or no
resol uti ons today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Council President.

No bills or resolutions
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Kendra Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Thank
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you, Council President.
| have no bills or
resol uti ons today.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber JimHarrity.
COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President,
col | eagues.
| have one bill for today.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the title
of the bill.
CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anendi ng Chapter 9-2300 of The
Phi | adel phia Code, ("Protection of
Di spl aced Contract Wrkers"), to
provi de protections for service
enpl oyees, including |aid-off
enpl oyees, all under certain terns
and condi tions.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This bill wll be referred to the
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appropriate conmttee.
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Nicolas N ck O Rourke.
COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Thank
you, Council President.
| have nothing to introduce
t oday.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber M ke Driscoll.
COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Morni ng, M. President.
| offer one bill for
consi deration today.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Cerk please read the title
of the bill.
CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anending Title 12 of The
Phi | adel phia Code, entitled "Traffic
Code, " by providing for prohibitions
relating to license plate flipping

devi ces and for penalties and
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enf or cenent .
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate commttee.
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber O Nei l I.
COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Thank
you, M. President.
| have no bills or
resol utions.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Mark Squill a.
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good
norni ng, M. President.
| have one non-privil eged
resol ution.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Cerk please read the title
of the resol ution.
CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol ution

aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
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Bank to di spose of 2501, 2855 and
2857 Anber Street; 2143, 2155 and
2157 East Birch Street; 2134, 2172
East Canbria Street; 2103 and 2107
East Cunberland Street; 2107 East
Dakota Street; 2478, 2480 Eneral d
Street; 2022 East Fletcher Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
t he Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session of
Counci | .

The Chair recognize
Counci | mrenber C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President.

| offer one privileged
resolution and one bill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Cerk please read the
titles of the bill and resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
establishing park regulations in the

vicinity of Od York Road and
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Courtland Street and Louden Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol uti on renam ng
t he 6000 bl ock of Norwood Street
"Franki e Beverly Way."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Y'all supposed to clap for that one.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session of
Counci | .

There being no reports from
Committees today, the next order of
busi ness is the consideration of the
Cal endar as they are no bills -- let
me go back to ny sister over there.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber N na Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Thank
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you, M. President. The last is the
best .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Yes, it is.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: | have
no bills or resolutions to offer
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch. Excuse ne for
ny oversi ght, Council menber Ahnmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  It' s
okay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The next order of business is the
consi deration of the Calendar. As
there are no bills on the First
Readi ng Cal endar, the Chair
recogni zes Counci |l nenber G | nore
Ri chardson for the purpose of
calling up resolutions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endars.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,
M. President.
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The follow ng resol utions
are being called up fromthe Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endars
today: Nos. 240073, 240074 and
240081.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

Bef ore considering these
resolutions, we will consider public
comrent as follows: Your public
coment rnust concern matters on the
Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endars for possible action of
today's Council session.

Al'l speakers must sign up in
order to testify. |If you have not
al ready signed up for today's
sessi on, please do so now by giving
your nanme to Ms. Hansen at the table
outside the rails to ny left. Once
you have signed up, you wll be
called in the order in which your
name appears on the sign-up sheet.

Under ideal circunstances,
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public comenters will each have
three m nutes to speak. However,
this tinme limt may vary from
session-to-session. Today the tine
limt will be two mnutes. In order
to be fair to all those wishing to
speak, | intend to hold faithfully
to the two-mnute limt.

When you begi n speaki ng, you
will see a green |ight on the podium
when there are 30 seconds renai ni ng,
your time on the light will turn
yellow, which is your rem nder to
concl ude your remarks. Once the two
m nut es have passed, the light wll
turn red and the Sergeant-at-Arns
wi || di sconnect the m crophone. At
that point, please yield the podium
to the next speaker if you have not
al ready done so. | also reserve the
right pursuant to our rules of
Council to limt repetitious
comrents on the same matter.

I will now ask the Chief
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Clerk to please read the first nane
of our speaker, and we have a very
extensive |list today.

CH EF CLERK: The first
speaker today, M. President, is
Queen Judi t h Robi nson.

(No response.)

CH EF CLERK: Queen Judith
Robi nson.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next
speaker is Steven Bilski commenting
on 240074.

(Wtness approached
podi um )

MR BILSKI: Council nenbers,
good norning. |'m Steven Bil ski,
CEO of Menphis Street Acadeny
Charter School at J.P. Jones. Thank
you for allowng ne to make public

comment today in support of
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Resol uti on 240074, the establishnent
of the Kensington Caucus.

| wanted to purposely speak
at today's Cty Council neeting to
vocal i ze ny school support in this
I nnovative coalition to tackle
clean-up efforts in hopes of making
Kensi ngton greater. As mddle a
school in Port Richnond serving
Grades 5 through 8, students travel
t hrough Kensi ngton's open air drug
mar ket on a daily basis.

The pervasive presence of
vi ol ence, crinme and drugs becone a
reci pe for trauma that they then
carry through the school doors.
Every day these students are forced
to start their days naking their
best attenpt at bl ocking out these
I mages and experiences to do their
best at concentrating on academ cs.
Far too many suffer in silence as we
attenpt to neet their holistic and

academ c needs.
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Recently the | andmark
Pennsyl vani a Suprene Court deci sion
W1 1liam Penn School District versus
t he Departnent of Education ruled
that the system Pennsylvania uses to
fund its public schools is
unconstitutionally inequitable.
More inportantly, the Suprene
Court's decision stipulated that
education in the state of
Pennsyl vania is a fundanental right.
So when we discuss the
magni t ude of addressi ng Kensington's
open air drug market, we're really
tal ki ng about and di scussi ng
students' rights to a free
education. | have been confronted
by countl ess times by concerned
parents, guardians and even students
about traversing through their
comuni ties and their nei ghborhoods,
often tinmes explaining that the
reason they could not conme to schoo

was because of the safety concerns
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in and around the comunity.

Counci | menber Lozada said it
perfectly, the residents of
Kensi ngt on deserve col |l aborative,
strategic framework or team work.
And we, Menphis Street Acadeny
Charter School, are ready to enter
into this partnership. This is why
we whol eheartedly support
Counci | menbers Lozada, Driscoll
Harrity and Squilla's Kensington
Caucus to nmake a positive inpact on
this community. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIl the Chief Oerk please
call the next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Dyan Kelly.

(No response.)

CH EF CLERK: Dyan Kelly.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
She' s com ng.

(Wtness approached podi um)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
I'"'mgoing to ask that the next
speaker please also cone to the
podiumto be prepared when your nane
I's call ed.

M5. KELLY: My name is Dyan
Kelly. And I'mhere to thank the
Council for the recognition of ny
husband and hi s acconpl i shnents,
Emanuel Kelly. |'mrem nded of the
phrase, it doesn't take great nen to
do things, but it's doing things
t hat nmake nen great.

And the thing | renmenber
about ny husband is his warnth and
integrity. It remnds ne of a poem
The Measure of a Man that goes, the
measure of a man is not determ ned
by his show of outward strength or
the volune of his voice or the
t hunder of his actions or his
intellect and academ c abilities.

It is seen rather in terns for the

| ove he has for his famly and for
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everyone. The genui neness of his
friendships, the sincerity of his
pur pose, the quiet courage of his
conviction, the fun, laughter, joy
and happi ness he gives to his famly
and others, his love of life, his
pati ence and his honesty, and his
contentnment with what he has.

And ny husband was very
content. | asked himonce what made
hi m happy. And he said, | don't do
happi ness. | do satisfaction and
contentnment. And |I'm where | want
to be. |'mdoing what | want and
["'mwith who | want to be wth.
That's what nmakes nme content.

And to ny husband of 45
years, it was mnmy honor and privilege
to share his journey. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIlIl the Chief Cerk please call the
next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Troy Leonard.
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(Wtness approached podi um)
MR. LEONARD: Good norni ng,
everyone. M nane is Troy Leonard
and I"mthe principle and President
of Kelly Maiello Architects. |I'm
here to speak on behalf of Emanuel
Kelly. [1've known Kelly for 40
years in many different capacities.
First, as a student while attending
Tenpl e University. And secondly,
I'"ve known him-- secondly, 1've
known hi mas enpl oyer when in 1989
he hired nme as an intern at Kelly
Maiello Architects, KMA, and |
wor ked ny way up to project
architect and finally associate.
And then finally, |I've known
hi mas an associate and a friend,
where in 2015 he turned over the
reins of Kelly Maiello and | becane
the enpl oyer and he becane the
enpl oyee, and he took on the title
of founding principle where he

served in that role until the day he
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di ed.

There's been great things |
can say about Emanuel. But the one
consistent thing is that he had
integrity and dedication for
Phi | adel phia. And this is
exenplified in his three-plus
decades as a professor at Tenple
Uni versity where he's taught nmany
young architects who are currently
serving as great |leaders in this
Cty.

Secondly, as a | eader where
he cof ounded Kelly Maiello in the
early '70s. And then finally, as a
pr of essi onal where he desi gned nany
i conic buildings in Philadel phia.
So | can't think of a nore deserving
person than Emanuel Kelly for this
award. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
| just want to say to the Kelly

famly, |1've worked with Emanue
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Kelly since |'ve becone a
Counci | person in the 2nd

Council manic District. And he
definitely was a giant of a man, and
he al so showed that we have highly
qualified African Anerican
architects here in the Gty of

Phi | adel phia and can build the
tallest buildings that you' ve ever
seen in the world.

And so, to the famly | want
to also just personally give ny
condol ences because he was
definitely soneone that | | ooked up
to in the devel opnent comunity and
was very, very supportive of all his
efforts, especially when devel opers
woul d cone in ny office and say,
well, we can't find an architect.
Well, here's an exanple of soneone
who's doing that type of great work
And so, to the famly we wll
definitely keep you and your famly

i n prayer.
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WIlIl the Chief Cerk please
call the next person for public
commrent .

CH EF CLERK: [|I'mre-calling
Queen Judi th Robi nson.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. ROBI NSON:  Good norni ng.
Queen Judith Robi nson here. Bl ack
Hi story 365 so nuch so. The
Kensi ngton bill, we need that city-
wide. W can't let that horror flow
into other comunities. So |
understand the opioid crisis is
novi ng across our city. Let's not
stop there.

I"'mgoing to put a pininit
because |'mgoing to say to be
continued. | have a nessage from
Queen Sapora from Grays Ferry
regarding the increase in rental
estate taxes. |'mgoing to bring
that m ssion to her Council person,
Counci | President Johnson. Ckay.

So there's queens in
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Phi | adel phia all over Council man
Ant hony Phillips and we're going to
cone out of the woodworks and | et
you all know we exist. In that
regard, sir, Emanuel Kelly,

condol ences to his famly and peace
and bl essings to them

| ama certified tour guide
and 1'mgoing to be doing tours in
City Hall shortly, but I'mcertified
t hrough the Foundation for
Architecture back from 2000. And
Emanuel Kelly was there to help ne
t hrough that process. | was the
only African Amrerican in the class,
which | paid to get this know edge.
And he was there with that quality,
quiet twinkle in his eye of
approval .

Then | nmet himagain as |
was on the Board of the Advocate
Communi ty Devel opnment Cor poration as
he did the refurbishing of the

recreation of the gymarea that had
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burned down and how he matched the
stone of the old stone of the Church
of the Advocate where |I'm a docent.
| am pushing for a historic
Di anond Street, the first historic
corridor, Preservation Alliance is
still a very White-oriented
organi zation that Foundation for
Architecture was al nost 25 years
ago. They need to get their m nds
right. They're out of touch with
Bl ack queens.

Wth that I'm going to say
Friends of Tannerhouse 32nd Ward
RCO get information. Peace.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIlIl the Chief Cerk please call the
next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next
speaker is Marnie Loughrey
comenti ng on 240074.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. LOUGHREY: M/ nane is

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 08/ 2024

44

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
Marni e Aunment Loughrey. |'mthe
Denocratic Ward Leader of the 33rd
Ward and | amthe Chair of

Kensi ngt on | ndependence Civic
Association. | amhere in support
of the Kensington Caucus. Mny of
yous know ne. |'ve been here

bef ore.

| want to take the tine to
t hank Counci | woman Lozada, our
newest City Council person for the
7th District, Councilman Harrity,
Council man Driscoll, and Council man
Squilla who has been fighting this
fight with us the longest as he's
t he seni or nenber of the Caucus. He
has wal ked the streets with us and
he has seen our children and what we
have to deal wth.

This initiative being taken
by this body is giving hope back to
our children and our comunity.
Many of our community nenbers are

standing right here with us. W are
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letting you know what our children
have to see every day, our seniors

t hat cannot conme out of their houses
to go to a store. W have

busi nesses that shut down because of
the i ssues going on here.

And, yes, as the Queen said,
this is all over the GCty. It's al
over our country, but Kensington has
been i nundated the nost. Wen this
Caucus and this body under this new
Adm ni stration gets this together,
whi ch yous are doing, this is a
project that can spread to the rest
of not only our city, but the rest
of the state and the rest of the
country.

Thank you, Phil adel phia Cty
Counci | Council menbers for being the
first, as we have al ways been the
first, to take an initiative to take
care of the people that you are
elected to take care of. You have

nmy heart and yous have ny soul, and
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| thank you for the future that you
are giving our children and our

seni ors.

We here have been fighting
for eight years. Eight years this
has been going on. And it has taken
a new Mayor and a brand new Counci |
to get done what we have been
beggi ng and praying for. And I
thank yous all for that. And |
t hank you, Councilman Squilla, for
wal king with us. | don't know how
many tinmes we shut down Kensington
and Al |l egheny. W wal ked from
Sommerset all the way up.

This new Adm ni stration, |
thank you with ny heart, | thank you
with ny soul and | thank you for the
future of our children.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIl the derk please cal

t he next speaker.
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CH EF CLERK:  Sul ei man
Hassan commenti ng on 240074.
(Wtness approached podi um)
MR. HASSAN. Good nor ni ng.
My nane is Sul ei man Hassan. First
and forenost, |'mgoing to thank
everybody that's here today in
Counci| and everyone fromthe
community in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. |'mhere to represent
Sol diers for Recovery as well as One
Day At A Tinme program
I"mgoing to junmp right into
it. | grew up in Philadel phia al
ny life. Al ny life |I've been
subj ected to traunma, chil dhood
trauma due to ny nother's addiction.
When | got older, | wound up
becom ng addicted to drugs and
al cohol as well. For over 20 years,
| found nyself up in Kensington
living on the streets, sleeping on
the streets, going to the bathroom

on the streets. Everything that you
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see, that was what | was a part of.
| turned ny life around 10
years ago. | started going right
back to the sanme streets that |
sl ept on, went to the bat hroom on,
did drugs on, helping the community.
And due to prograns |ike One Day At
ATinme, that's like famly to ne.
But we need to understand that
people that are up there, they're
sick but they're famly. And that's
a small community that needs our
assi stance. It needs our help.
It's kids out there that
can't even wal k down the street.
It's kids out there that have to
wal k t hrough gl ass and feces. And
you know, it's terrible. It brings
tears to ny eyes. And anybody that
knows ne in this room they know
what | do. |'mout there every day
pul | i ng people out fromthe di sease
of addiction to give them hope.

And it's going to take | ove.
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It's going to take prograns |ike One
Day At A Tinme. |It's going to take
prograns |ike Soldiers for Recovery
to get out there to help clean, to

give the conmmunity back to the

people. |'ve been clean now for 10
years and --

( Appl ause.)

MR, HASSAN. -- |'mso

grateful for it due to One Day At A
Time. You have doctors out there,
you have | awers out there. | have
devel oped friends and fam |y out
there who have lost their way with
Master's degrees, Doctor's degrees,
who have just lost their way.

| can stand here today and
say |'ma grandfather now. W need
to -- I'"'ma honmeowner now. I|I'ma
busi ness owner now due to prograns
like One Day At A Tine. So please,
pl ease, please help us give the

communi ty back to the people.

( Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Jam e Qull en.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. GULLEN: Good norni ng.
My nane is Jame Qullen and I'mthe
Managi ng Attorney of the Enpl oynent
Unit and Youth Justice Project at
Community Legal Services. | want to
t hank Counci | menber Thomas and al |
of Council for recognizing the
expansi on of Pennsylvania's C ean
Slate | aw today through a
resol ution.

At Community Legal Services
has been at the forefront fighting
al ongsi de our clients for the rights
of people with crimnal records for
several decades, and Gty Counci
has al ways been a true partner to us
on that work from col | aborating on
communi ty- based, record-clearing

clinics to passing one of the
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strongest Fair Hring laws in the
country to funding the Prom se
record clearing initiative, so we
t hank you for that.

Now, with Clean Slate on the
preci pice of being expanded as of
this Monday, felony convictions,

i ncluding old fel ony drug
convictions will be eligible for the
very first time to be seal ed under
Pennsyl vani a | aw.

(Appl ause.)

M5. GULLEN.  About
two-thirds of the clients who
approach Community Legal Services
Enpl oynent Unit every year cone to
us because they are struggling to
find work or advance in their
careers because of their crimnal
court records, often records that
are old and conpletely unrelated to
their ability to be excell ent
enpl oyees.

That led us in 2018 to
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advocate for the passage of the
first Clean Slate |law, which today
has al ready seal ed over 45 mllion
records through automation and has
becone a national nodel. 12 other
states now have their own cl ean
slate laws with nore on the way.

But now Pennsyl vani a j oi ns
the vast mpjority of states that
al l ow sone felony convictions to be
sealed as well, and we know this is
going to be so inportant for the
hundr eds of thousands of
Phi | adel phi ans who are living with
felony conviction records.

Just over the past year
t hrough our Prom se record-clearing
clinics, we've seen that over half
of the participants will be eligible
to have their records fully cleared
under this law. CLS is ready to
partner with Council to get the word
out about this expansion to as many

Phi | adel phi ans as possible. W want
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to hel p your constituents benefit
fromthis law and we | ook forward to
being able to provide training, to
do clinics in the comunity and to
continue to help as many fol ks as
possi bl e get a fresh start.

And next up, you'll hear
fromny amazi ng col | eague Neshea
Jackson who will tal k about the
personal inpact that this wll have
on Phil adel phi ans. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Neshea
Jackson.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. JACKSON:  Good norni ng.
My nanme is Neshea Jackson. [|I'ma
convicted felon, and |I've been a
convicted felon for over 30 years.
For the past 34 years, | have lived

ny life as a | aw abiding citizen.
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Even though | have been an
upstanding citizen, I amstill a
convi cted fel on.

Being a fel on has haunted
me. | love the law. Tine after
time | have been denied enpl oynent.
After every favorable interview, I
was told it was a pleasure to speak
with you Neshea, only to get an
email a few weeks | ater that
started, Thank you for your
interest. Wwen it starts |ike that,
you did not get the job.

I was previously enpl oyed
with the City of Philadel phia as a
school crossing guard ensuring the
safety of students going to and from
school. | loved that job. |
vol unteered with the national
organi zati on CASA. | have given
four speeches. But when | got the
email to speak at City Council, the
only thing that canme to m nd was

started fromthe bottom now |I'm
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her e.

Enough about ne. Allow ne
to share what record cl eari ng neans
to others. |In 2018, Cean Slate
gave over 45 mllion people sone
sort of record clearing relief. On
Decenber 14th, Clean Slate 3.0 was
enacted into law which will allow
sone felony convictions to be seal ed
for the very first tinme. Let ne
repeat that: Felony convictions can
be sealed for the very first tine.

( Appl ause.)

M5. JACKSON: That w il nean
that felons are now allowed to
achi eve their enploynent goals and
that their mstakes will no |onger
define them and they are soneone
that friends and famly can be proud
of. I'min ny fourth year of the
part of the process and | understand
that feeling.

| started ny application in

March of 2020. In COctober of 2023,
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t he Board of Pardons wote it on ny
application, 5-0 application
recommended. On --

(Appl ause.)

M5. JACKSON: -- January
15th, | attended the Barrister's
Annual MK Breakfast in the Crystal
Tea Roomin Center City with a sea
of prom nent |awers, sone civic
or gani zati ons, the Lieutenant
Gover nor, Madam Mayor Cherelle
Par ker, state and federal judges and
along with nost of you here today.

Just tal king about it gives
me chills. | attended that event as
Neshea Jackson, Paralegal in the
Enpl oynent Unit at Community Legal
Services. It was a dream cone true.
It takes one person to see you, one
person to believe in you. Thank
you, Council nenber Thonas.

( Appl ause.)

M5. JACKSON: Thank you for

the inportant work that Council
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does. Thank you for funding the
Prom se and the United Way and the
Clean Slate record clearing
initiative. Thank you for seeing
us.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Al Kl osternman.

(Wtness approached podi um)

CH EF CLERK: Conmenting on
240074.

MR. KLOSTERVMAN. |'m Al
Klosterman. |'ma menber of the
Harrowgate Civic. For too |ong our
communi ty has seen negl ect and
di sinvestnent fromthis Cty. No
one saw or heard us. W felt
hopel ess. Then redistricting,
sonet hi ng changed. W now have
three District Council nenbers
representing our area and an

At-1arge one who lives in the heart
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of it.

They thought that the best
way to aid our conmmunity was by
bandi ng together. Qur nenbers
becane nore -- other nenbers becane
nore synpathetic to the cause. CQur
community is | ong worked and fought
together in this goal, so we see
this as the best approach. W stand
together with our Council nenbers of
t he Kensi ngton Caucus.

The proposed triage center
is the best idea we've heard yet to
fix so many wongs in a
conpassi onate and positive way. The
drug users are being directed to
treat ment and nedi cal care and
housi ng afterwards. The residents
will start seeing their neighborhood
becone cl ean and safe again. But
stores and other anmenities
returning. Children and el ders
coul d wal k about w thout fear.

Qur civic neeting | ast week
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was one of our |argest and nost
ent husi astic. People have a real
feeling of hope. W, the community,
are on board with this proposal. It
needs to be done. G ve us back our
conmmuni ty.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Dar | ene

Burt on.
(Wtness approached podi um)
M5. BURTON: Good norni ng.
My name is Darlene Burton. | stand

bef ore you, Council President and

Di sti ngui shed Menbers of Council as
a 28-year resident of the Harrowgate
area. Wien | tell you that this
Caucus listens to the residents of
our conmmunity and has given us hope
that we will once again have the

nei ghbor hood that |I noved to 28

years ago for a better life. I'mso
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nervous right now because not only
do | stand you before as a conmunity
nmenber, | stand before you as
sonmeone who has been affected by the
opi oi d epi dem c.

Because | ast year | was
sweeping in front of nmy house and |
had on sandals and it was a needl e
in the broomand | didn't see it,
and it hit ny foot. So | have to
get HIV testing every three nonths
for a drug that |I've never used. |
have grandkids that ny children are
fearful to let cone to ny house
because where | |ive at, the sane
nei ghborhood | raised them

' m asking you to approve
t his Caucus because we need our
comunity back. W're tired of
living like this. W're tired of
being a containnment facility for the
drugs not only inthis Cty but in
the country. Any two tines Mexico

uses your nei ghborhood as a
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cautionary tale for not using drugs
when the drugs nostly come from
Mexi co, you know you're in deep.
We're asking y'all to please give us
t he Kensi ngton Caucus to give hope
and a voice back to the residents of
my community. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIl the derk please cal
t he next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Crystal
Ander son commenti ng on 240074.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. ANDERSON: My nane is
Crystal Anderson. Good norning,
everybody. | just want to say | all
too well know the disease of
addiction. Every famly has or has
had a turn. Every city has a
Kensi ngt on Avenue, and year after
year prograns have been created to

conbat the war on drugs.
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Wiile we all want to help
the problem in nmy opinion providing
addicts with clothes, clean needl es,
wound care treatnent, condonms, crack
pi pes and all kinds of paraphernalia
keep them sick. Now, we're not
opposing treatnent. In the '80s and
the '90s, Bl ack people were given
substantial anount of prison tine,
famlies were broken up and ki ds
were thrown in foster care. Now
that the drugs have hit a different
denographic, it's an epidem c and
now | see a | ot of coddling.

Where's the tough love? It's not
pretty, but it's a step toward the
right direction.

W're tired of being sick
and tired. |In the |ast past 20-plus
years, residents cannot cone outside
their doors w thout seeing nodding,
shooting up in public, dirty
needles, littering and seei ng human

feces on the ground. Wat kind of
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quality of life is that for the
residents. W do not have to be
subjected to that. The Kensington
Caucus' nunber one priority is to
cone together as one and to restore
quality of life in our comunity.
Thank you very nuch.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIl the derk please cal
t he next speaker please.

CH EF CLERK: Dai si e Cardona
comenti ng on 240074.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. CARDONA: My nane is
Dai sy Cardona. |I'ma lifelong
Kensi ngt on resi dent and youth
activist. | teach at the Rubble
Arts School for gymastics and
tunbling with our schol arship
program | was sitting today
wonderi ng what to bring forth for

you today, because frankly every
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time we've been here fighting and
rooting for our conmunity, we've had
peopl e sl amm ng on gl ass and j ust

fighting to try and silence us.

| have been -- | have
seen -- |I've lived in Kensington ny
whole life. | have seen this every

single day since | was a little girl
so as have all of ny students, a
bunch of ny students and all the
kids | see every day, our residents,
our elders, both young and old. And
this is not fair.

"' mhere today to support
t he Kensi ngton Caucus, which frankly
my park i s McPherson Square. Yet
everyone knows it as Needl e Park and
| went and inspected it and it's in
pieces. It is not safe and it is
not fair for a community to be this
way.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

WIIl the Cerk please call the next
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speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Shannon
Farrell conmmenting on 240074.

(Wtness approached podi um)

MS. FARRELL: Shannon
Farrell, President of the Harrowgate
G vic Association and 45th Ward
Denocratic Ward | eader. So |'ve
lived in Harrowgate ny entire life.
And | ast spring we sat in Conwel |
and we listened to a Public Safety
heari ng where a 10-year-old child
got up and said, | worry at night
and can't sleep because | have to
get ny 6-year-old sister to schoo
safely. And then when I'min
school, I"'mworried that |'m not
going to get my 6-year-old sister
honme safely.

36 years ago when | was a
10-year-ol d wal king ny siblings back
and forth to school, | wasn't
worried about it. Actually | just

wanted to nmake sure you don't get
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hit by a car. That was the big
concern | had. Get to school, don't
get hit by a car, cone hone.

He tal ked about having to
wal k over dirty needl es, pass drug
deal ers, other schools being on
| ockdown for shootings. That is the
perspective that we have to | ook at.
Everything we do for now on does it
make that 10-year-old safe, does it
make his 6-year-old sister safe,
does it make all the kids in the
communi ty safe.

For six years |'ve sat in
nmeetings with the past
Admi nistration, sat with sone
Counci | renbers and they consistently
I nsisted that the nost vul nerable
people in our conmunity were the
drug users and not the children. So
| support the Kensington Caucus
because they know the children and
our senior citizens are our nost

vul nerable citizens and w ||
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prioritize themfor once because
it's been years since anybody's
cared about them Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Oerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Paul Newnmran
comrenti ng on 240073.

(Wtness approached podi um)

MR. NEWAN. M nane is Paul
Newman. Virtually absent from D Day
| coni ¢ photos, docunentary footage
and filnms are images of the 1700
Bl ack sol di ers who al so | anded on
Omaha Beach. Overbrook High
graduate Waverly B. Wodson served
as a conbat nedic in the all Black
320th Barrage Balloon Battalion. A
mne floating in the English Channe
damaged the LST transporti ng Wodson
and its unit to the beach.

The expl osi on | odged

shrapnel near Wodson's groin and

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 08/ 2024

68

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
back. H's wound was superficially
bandaged. |Instead of seeking
further treatnent, Wodson stayed
with his fellow nedics as they set
up a field dressing station. They
treated all soldiers regardl ess of
race. They worked as Gernman machi ne
gun power and nortar rounds | anded
near them

Over the next 30 hours,
Wodson and four other nedics
treated over 200 soldiers. They
renmoved bull ets and shrapnel, set
broken |inbs, dispensed plasma and
even anputated a foot. After
wor ki ng nonstop for 30 hours and as
Wodson wal ked to receive further
treatnment for his own wounds, sone
sol diers spotted his nmedic arm band
and frantically called out to him
They had pulled three nmen fromthe
frigid waters of the English
Channel. The nen weren't breathing.

An utterly exhausted Wodson
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i gnored his own needs, perforned
artificial respiration and saved
three nore |ives. Wodson was
awar ded a bronze star for his
bravery. 1In the 1990s, Wodson's
out st andi ng bravery was consi dered
for the Congressional Medal of
Honor, but nobst of his service
records were burned during a massive
1973 fire. He wasn't sel ected.

In 1994, he was awar ded
France's Legion of Honor, that
country's highest decoration. Two
years ago the United States Arny
Rock Island Arsenal Health Cinic
was renanmed in his honor. |'mhere
to ensure Waverly B. Wodson, Jr.
isn't forgotten in the city where he
was born and grew up by having his
nanme added to the 1200 bl ock of
North 58th Street, his chil dhood
home. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you.

Anyone el se on the public
comment sign-in sheet?

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her speakers today, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That concl udes today's public
coment peri od.

W will now consider the
resol uti ons on the Second Readi ng
and Fi nal Passage Cal endars. W]
the Cerk please read the title of
t he resol uti on 240073.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
al so nam ng the 1200 bl ock of North
58th Street "Waverly B. Wodson, Jr.
Way" in honor of war hero Waverly
Bernard Wodson, Jr., for his
courageous and self-1ess service
during Wrld War |1.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Ckay. That's for Council menber
Jones. And so, when he cones back,

we will go back to that particular

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 08/ 2024

71

2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
bill.

WIIl the Cerk please the
title of Bill 240074.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
establ i shing the Kensi ngton Caucus
to represent the united | egislative
front in addressing the crisis in
t he Kensington area.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | woman
Quetcy Lozada for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you, Council President.

I nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Ayes.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Cerk please read the title
of Resol ution No. 240081.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
recogni zing nonprofit Half a MIIlion
Kids to bring awareness to children
living in the foster care system and
ways Phil adel phia can work
col | aboratively to help find
per manent hones for foster kids.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
G ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove for the adoption of

t he resol ution.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly that
the resol ution be adopt ed.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIlIl the Cerk please read the title
of Resol ution No. 240073.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
al so nam ng the 1200 bl ock of North
58th Street "Waverly B. Wodson, Jr.
Way" in honor of war hero Waverly
Ber nard Woodson, Jr., for his
courageous and sel f-1ess service

during World VWar 11.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Curtis Jones for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

I nove for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the notion
carri es.

WIIl the Cerk --

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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WIIl the Cerk please read any
addi ti onal resolutions on today's
Fi nal Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
honoring and commenorating the life
and | egacy of revered Phil adel phi an,
Prof essor and Architect Emanuel
Kelly introduced today by
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

I nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol uti on recogni zi ng,
congratul ati ng Chanpi on of the Wek,
5th grader Em |y Enscore, for her
wor k rai sing noney for Project HOVE
to help end cycles of poverty and
honel essness in Phil adel phia. A
remnder to all of us that little
Phi | adel phi ans can do bi g things,

i ntroduced today by Council nmenber
Thonmas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption of

t he resol ution.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a res --
and a resolution recognizing the
I npact of Pennsylvania's Cean Slate
| aw and cel ebrating its recent
expansi on, introduced today by
Counci | mrenber Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
| sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
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you, Council President.

| want to thank the team at
Community Legal Services as well as
the Public Defender's Ofice for al
they do. And nost inportantly, |
want to thank our colleagues in
Harrisburg who | call up all the
time to do a lot of different
things, and this is one of the
situations that we got right.

So with that |evel of
gratitude, | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol ution authorizing the Gty
Council Committee on Public Safety
to hold public hearings, exam ning
Wi tness relocation policies in the
City of Phil adel phia as well as
di scuss strategies on creating a
housi ng rehabilitation and w tness
rel ocation programthat will allow
for higher rates of w tness
attendance and an increase in the
closure rate of hom ci de cases,
I ntroduced today by Council menber
Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Jones for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Before |

do that, | want to be voted aye on
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all bills and resolutions |I may have
m ssed, and | nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her resolutions on the Fina
Passage Cal endar, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That conpl etes our Cal endar for
t oday.

The tinme we've all been
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waiting for. Are there any speeches
on the part of the Mnority?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Are there any speeches on the part
of the Majority?

The Chair recognizes the
Gentl e Lady from Kensi ngton, Quetcy
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you, Council President.

| canme in here this norning
and | was going to say a whole | ot
of things, but | don't think I have
to say anything, right. | think
that the community residents who
showed up on behalf of their
nei ghbors in the Kensington
communi ty have said enough. | also
believe that the images that they
brought us to see today, that our
children unfortunately w tness
through the lens of their eyes on a

daily basis, are exactly the reason
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why it was inportant for ny
col | eagues and | to cone together
col | aboratively and strategically
and very intentionally work with one
another to ensure that the
residents, that the children in that
communi ty became our priority.

And | want to nake it really
clear. To many who have reached out
over the course of the weekend, over
the course of this week, who
consistently said that as a Caucus
we were not conpassionate, that we
were not taking people suffering
into consideration, and | want them
to know that that is far fromtrue,
t hat because we do, because we
understand their suffering, because
we are living by the oath that we
took to protect and serve people,
that what will happen over the next
fewl'mgoing to say years, because
| believe that's what's going to

happen in Kensington in order to
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restore the quality of life wll
take us a few years, wll be
difficult to see.

Last Thursday as we sat here
and we introduced the resolution to
formthe Kensington Caucus, there
was an operation that took place and
we were blamed for that operation
right. The Mayor and the
Admi ni stration was blaned for an
operation that none of us had
anything to do wth.

It was clarified in the
VWHYY, it was clarified by the
Kensi ngt on Voi ce that we had not hi ng
to do with it. But let nme say that
al t hough we had nothing to do with
it, we are very supportive of our
public safety partners who help
protect communities |ike Kensington
who for many years have been under
occupati on, because peopl e have been
afraid to make difficult decisions.

The next few years will be difficult
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and the optics of it will be nore
difficult.

But we shoul d ask oursel ves
shoul d our children be seeing those
I mges every day or is it better for
themto see an increase of police
presence. Is it safe for themto
wal k by this every day or is it safe
for themto wal k by individual s who
are there to ensure their safety.

We have a responsibility as
a city to ensure that our children,
particularly those who we have
failed over the course of the | ast
few years, live and are given a
better quality of life. And so, |
want to say thank you to all of ny
col | eagues who have questi ons about
why we forned the Caucus, why it was
necessary to forma Caucus.

| want to say thank you.
Thank you for the opportunity to
have a conversation about the

i nportance of it. | said |ast week
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t hank you for calling and your
wi |l lingness to work and support us.
When things get difficult, don't
assunme. Don't assune that we are
doing it because we are prioritizing
one over the other. Both
comuni ties, both populations in
that conmunity are equally as
important to us as a Caucus.

W have a responsibility to
ensure that those individuals who
are living on our street have
quality of life as well. W need to
figure out where do we take them
what do we do with them \What we
can't do is allowthemto continue
tolive in the condition that they
are living in.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:  Thank
you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber

fromthe great Northeast, Council man
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M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Wl |,
t hank you, M. President.

And | echo Counci | woman
Lozada's call to arns along with
Counci | renber Harrity and Squill a
and all our colleagues today that
voted for this. Thisis -- a
journey of 1,000 mles begins with a
single step and that step begins
today. And we will be working with
the Adm nistration and bringi ng back
i deas to this whole body so that we
can fulfill our prom se to these
wonder ful nei ghbors that cane down
here. And thank you for com ng down
here today. It was very inportant.

Secondly, M. President,
back in Decenber the L& Task Force
conpleted its work. W conpiled a
31- page report, which we sent to al
t he Council nenbers. There is a hard
copy on every Council menber's desk

today. Mayor Parker wi |l be having

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 08/ 2024

87

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
a press conference at 1:00 p.m to
sonme big news with regard to L&l .

And this docunent isn't
finished. It's a |living, working,
breat hi ng docunent that we wll
endeavor to continue to inprove so
that we can give suggestions to
Mayor Parker and whoever she
appoi nts to Comm ssi oner of L&l.

And as Chair of L&, I wll be

i nform ng you, ny coll eagues, of our
progress as that departnent beefs up
and gets to sone real work.

And then lastly, | just
wanted to comment since |'ve been on
this body, |1've been fighting to
protect our city and its residents
from pervasi ve problens that detract
fromthe quality of life for al
Phi | adel phi ans. Last year our
Counci |l enacted | egislation cracking
down on drifting and cracki ng down
on boom parti es.

Well, recent years we saw
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bad actors from across our region
pour into our city with reckl ess
driving, endangering |ives and
severely affecting our quality of
life. This recently enacted
| egi sl ation raised penalties on
t hese acts, subjecting vehicle
owners to large fines and a possible
sei zure of their vehicles. W sent
a nessage that Philadel phia will not
tolerate this behavior.

Now is the tinme to turn our
attention to another nuisance with
potentially devastating
ram fications, the use of tag
flippers. They' re devices that flip
or rotate the vehicle's |license
plate. It's proliferating our city.
They' re designed, built and used by
people to conceal their identity
often while commtting crines such
as speeding, reckless driving, toll
evasi on, anong ot hers.

A tag flipper could be used
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by soneone fleeing a scene of an
acci dent, perhaps sonmewhere where
soneone | oses their life. The
vehi cl e' s caught on canera, but the
tag flipper prevents the driver from
bei ng hel d accountable. The tag
flipper prevents a famly from
finding solace in the unrest and the
conviction of their famly.

So today |'ve introduced a
bill to give our |aw enforcenent
officers the tool necessary to
renove these devices fromour Gty
streets and roads. This |legislation
wi Il inpose a $2,000 fine on anyone
caught selling, purchasing,
installing or possessing one of
t hese mal i gnant devi ces.

Tag flipping devices,
mar ket ed as 007 devices, belong in a
Janes Bond novie. Tag flippers do
not belong on the streets of
Phi | adel phia. So thank you,
Counci | renbers Harrity, Phillips,
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Squilla, Thomas and Lozada for
co-sponsoring this forceful nessage
that we'll send to the crimnals.

Thank you, M. President.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Good work on the L&
Task Force as well.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

| just want to echo the
words of my cousin who actually
testified today, Ms. Crystal Brown,
regarding the issues that are in
Kensi ngton. There was a tine where
fol ks who | ooked Iike us were
treated differently for the sane
simlar issues that are taking place
I n Kensington, and | just want to
make sure that | work with the
Caucus to ensure that they are being

considerate of the public safety
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needs as well as the health needs of
those in that particular area.

We all know t hat when fol ks
have the ability to nove, when heavy
enforcenment is on one area, they
tend to nove to another area. The
5th Council District is very close
to Kensington. That's why | want to
ensure that | work with the Caucus
to make sure their policies that
keep everyone in this Cty safe from
the drug epi demc.

So thank you so nuch,

M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes the
gent | eman from Kensi ngt on,
Councilman JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Thank
you, Council President. Thank you,
col | eagues.

First, I'd like to just send

nmy condol ences and ny respect of the

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 08/ 2024

92

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
famly of Emanuel Kelly. | had the
pl easure of waiting on himfor a few
years in Holt's when | worked down
there. He was always a gentl eman,
so | appreciate that we actually are
honoring him It's |ong overdue.

Sec -- there's a | ot going
on in Council. Secondly, 1'd like
to commend ny col | eagues, Council nmen
Driscoll, Squilla and Council woman
Lozada for the Kensington Caucus
bill. This is something that's
needed. As the Councilworman sai d,
we've got a lot of emails froma | ot
of different people. Mst of them
were formletters that were just
com ng in.

And it kind of struck ne,
one of the lines in there, which
said that we were harassi ng peopl e
participating in the street
econom cs, so that is just a nice
way of saying that we were harassing

the drug deal ers who are poi soni ng
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our residents and our children.

As you heard tal es, we have
peopl e who |ive there and have |ived
there for years and seen the many
di fferent phases that the
nei ghbor hood i s goi ng through. But
when the lady testified about
sweeping out in front of her house
and getting stuck with a used
hyperderm ¢ needl e and now having to
be tested every three nonths, that's
just horrible. And the fact of the
matter is we have a child that the
sane thing happened to, and now t hat
child has to be tested every three
nont hs al so.

As sonebody in recovery, |
just want people to know that sone
of us don't go wllingly. Sone of
us get recovery because we get sent
to jail or we get mandatory into a
rehab. You know, people |ook at it
as we're forcing people in. Wll,

we have a saying for that in

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 08/ 2024

94

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
recovery, and that's called a power
greater than nyself. W call it
bei ng touched by God's grace,
because we all know that if it was
up to us, we'd still be out there
doi ng our addiction. Even in our
si ckness, we ask that sonebody el se
hel p us, that God hel p us or whoever
you decide to call your higher
power. W don't really care about
that, just as long as you believe in
sonet hi ng bi gger than yourself.

For ne | believe in God, but
| also believe in recovery. And I
know for a fact that if you work a
program and foll ow the steps, you
can get your life back, you can get
your fam |y back and you can do
things that are beyond your w | dest
I magi nati on.

13 years ago, | would have
never thought that | would be
sitting in this chanber. But

t hrough recovery here I am So --
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( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |
commend all ny colleagues in this
body and our Council President for
allowing us to formthis commttee.
We | ook forward to working wth all
of you because we all chair
different committees that are going
to be needed in order to do the
right thing over there to nake
everybody feel safe, not just the
residents, but the addicts al so.
Soneti mes we need hel p beyond
our sel ves.

So | thank you all and |
| ook forward to working with the
Kensi ngt on Caucus in the future to

better that nei ghborhood. Thank

you.
(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

The Chair recognizes

Counci | menber Curtis Jones.

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia

215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 08/ 2024

96

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

And I'mgoing to state for
the record again and again until ny
brethren and sistren in the
Kensi ngt on Caucus, |'m an honorary
menber and when we did those --

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: When we
di d those hearings at Conwel |,
that's what baptized us all to nmake
a commtnment to that nei ghborhood.
And until Kensington is safe, no
nei ghbor hood, no nei ghborhood in
Phi | adel phia is safe. So |I comrend
you on what you're doing.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So | rise
today to thank you, M. President,
and our Mayor, Mayor Cherelle
Par ker, for being at the Budget
heari ngs, the Budget presentation of
our Governor this week where there

was a | ot of good news, a |ot of
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bright things to | ook forward to, in
education, in econom c devel opnent,
i n public higher education. A |ot
of good hal |l marks, high points in
t hat budget.

One of the things that was
rai sed by the Governor was the
skilled ganes issue, where he cited
that he was going to finally get a
hol d of that process. That in 2017
when they opened the flood gates to
say that these kinds of ganmes should
be all owed at truck stops, that
opened the further gates to our
nei ghbor hoods for the
overproliferation of these bandit
machi nes in places |ike Kensington.

So what he tal ked about was
a 42 percent tax on these nmachi nes,
whi ch woul d equate to $150 million
of revenue that could be dedicated
to things |ike education, things
like drug treatnment that we can then

kind of tap into. Because at this
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poi nt, we don't know what they nake.
At this point, we don't know where
they are. At this point, they don't
have a unified payout.

| think to when ny fornmer
DiCcco had to go to all of those
hearings, all of those comunity
neetings to establish casinos in
Phi | adel phia. He stood up to a | ot
of scrutiny, a lot of criticism a
|l ot of regulation just to be able to
| egal |y put those nmachines in
nei ghbor hoods with a comunity
benefit agreenent attached.

So thank you, M. President,
for giving us a date for those
heari ngs so that we can, once again
third tinmes a charm try to
regul ate. One of the things that
this Governor actually inplenents
t hese things, then will supersede
what we will do. They will be big
brother to little brother and

si ster.
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And so, we wll be able to
license them W wll able to
permt, scan, track where they are.
And the L& Nuisance Task Force w ||
be able to regulate where they are
and what kind of crine they are
attracting. And |I'maware that this
is a powerful |obby. And I'm aware
t hat probably because of what we're
doing right here, that has got our
state col | eagues ready to nove.
get it.

But sonetines gravity
happens and anti-gravity, that from
a local level we nmake bigger
brothers, sisters nobve on an issue
that has set high since 2017.

Better | ater than never.

Thank you, coll eagues and
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, Council man Jones.

The Chair recognizes

Counci | mrenber Ant hony -- popped in
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there. Excuse ne.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Kat herine G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so nuch, Council President.

| wanted to take this
opportunity to thank and
congratul ate our coll eague M ke
Driscoll and his team Tom and Jacob
and so many ot hers who work very,
very hard on the Joint Task Force on
regul atory reformfor the Departnent
of Licenses & Inspections. So |
want ed to appl aud you and thank you
for that great work. And also --

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Congratul ati ons. And
al so to the Kensington Caucus, |
| ook forward to continuing to work
with each of you on that very

i nportant work for the Kensington

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 08/ 2024

101

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
conmuni ty.

Counci| President, today I
wanted to al so thank CGeneral Manager
Leslie Richards, Acting Board Chair
Ken Law ence, our Chair of
Transportati on Council menber
Driscoll, Vice-Chair of
Transportati on Council nenber Young,
Counci | renber Ci ndy Bass and so nmany
of you who have worked with us on
t he SEPTA Bus Revol ution Plan. |
wanted to thank them

At SEPTA, Wendy, for your
partnershi p and your coll aboration,
for your wllingness to take the
| at e phone calls into the evening
and into the night. | amcertainly
appreci ative of the opportunity so
that we can assure that every
Phi | adel phian is heard in this
process and not just a vocal few

| want to thank you,
col | eagues, for attending the

briefing | ast week when we were able
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to see a nunber of data points that
were shared. And as a result of the
information that we received, were
able to work with SEPTA to ensure
that we have additional comunity
and civic engagenent opportunities
in four Council Districts on both
sides of each District.

Again, | think it's
inportant to state for the record,
M. President, that | applaud SEPTA
for their deep collaboration, for
their commtnent to working together
to get this plan right. SEPTA' s
work really should serve as a node
for other agencies and organi zati ons
on how you continue to work to get
sonet hing right.

This is the first tine this
plan will be changed, all of our bus
routes in 70 years. So if it takes
a few nore days or a few nore weeks,
fol ks have to be okay with that.

Toget her we are working to ensure
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2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
that SEPTA is not only fully funded,
but that our transit system provides
a safe and a pl easurabl e experience
for all of us.

And | want everybody to hear
me clearly on this, this is
important: For all those who were
| oudest in 2020 that Bl ack Lives
Matter, for all those who stood with
us and did this (indicated fist punp
inair), for all those who claim
that they believe in racial equity
when maki ng deci sions, show us right
now that you believe in that in this
defining nonent in our transit
system Show us that you nmean what
you sai d because we do not only hear
what you say, we are watchi ng what
you do.

Phi | adel phi a has
deepl y-rooted conmunities,
especially Black and Brown
communi ties, that have been using

the bus transit systemfor
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2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
generations and we rely on the bus
for our everyday |lives to buy food,
medi cine, to get to work, to pick up
our children, to go to the doctor's
of fice. So understanding the needs
of riders in Wnnefield, in
Strawberry Mansion, in Lawncrest,

A ney, Ni cetown, Hunting Park, just
to nane a few, requires a deep
under st andi ng of how residents in

t hose nei ghborhoods |ive and what
they actually need. And |I'm addi ng
in the Northeast as well because
they deserve a voice in this process
and not just two neetings.

To many residents, the
current version of the bus plan was
anot her exanple of a tale of two
cities, a place where changes
benefit nore affluent communities
and | eaves those who have lived here
and held this City on their
shoul ders the | ongest behi nd.

For years |'ve been wat ching
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2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
as experts and specialists show up
i n our neighborhoods and tell us
what we need and what will nmake our
lives better without ever really
listening to what we want. | want
to be clear, you can't be for us
without us. I|I'ma lifelong
Phi | adel phi an who has seen growth
and devel opnent explode in our city.
And |1've waited with ny famly
menbers and friends from Seybert
Street down to Jackson Street for
that growmh to benefit all of us.

So working with SEPTA in a
partnership and in a collaborative
manner to ensure that the biggest
transportation project
i ntergeneration truly neets the
needs of all of our residents is how
we ensure that racial equity can be
areality in Arerica's poorest big
city.

So | thank you very nuch for

your partnership and your
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2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES

col | aboration and for all of those
who are understanding the need for
us to ensure that we get this right
for every single Philadel phian, not
just those who are the vocal few
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Ant hony Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Thank
you, Council President.

| just want to say | think
so highly of Councilwoman Kat heri ne
G I nore Richardson. She's our
Majority Leader and this weekend is
her 40th birthday. And we just want
to say thank you for always
advocating for our -- just amazing.

And | also want to tel
Council President, | said, see,
peopl e stick around for us at the

end because you start us on tine.
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2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
So | just want to say thank you,
good sir.

Il won't be like a pastor, |

won't be long, I"mjust going to
cone for -- I"'mreally not going to
be long. | just want to say to ny

col | eague Counci | menber Driscoll,

t hank you for your work around the
L& piece of |egislation, credible.
W have to get that right. And also
to the Kensington Caucus |ed by
Counci | woman Lozada, | mean j ust
amazi ng.

The Gty of Phil adel phia, we
are going to get this done. And
Lozada' s been | eadi ng the charge,
and | know t he Mayor has her back

and we're going to get this one

done. | know it for sure.
(Appl ause.)
COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: | cone

bef ore you today because when |
started on City Council, | wanted to

be able to make as nuch inpact in
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2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
the Gty of Philadel phia. There was
a lot of noise around the City of
Phi | adel phi a about who is this
person who's going to repl ace
Cherell e Parker on Phil adelphia Cty
Council. And then out of nowhere
this guy who is not as political,
Ant hony Phillips comes out of the
pocket and they're |ike, who the
heck is he.

And | just wanted to do
right by her to make sure that folks
under stood and respected why she was
able to push ne and | also wanted to
do right by the Cty of Phil adel phia
because | |ove, |ove, |ove service.
So com ng out of the gate | wanted
to see how it can be as inpactful
and learn all at the sane tine.

And so, when we first
started we had a |ot of staff
transition. Rachel Meadows |eft our
office shortly after | started to go

work for the Mayor, and she's
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2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
incredible as a |l egislative
director. And nme having a youth
devel opnent background, | was
| ooki ng for sonebody that kind of
fit nmy style and how we'd work.

And | found -- well, didn't
find, but I was able to identify and
work with a young man by the nanme of
Jem | | e Duncan who is behind ne
today. Jemlle has been in
governnent since he was 14 years
old. And let ne tell you --

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: | net
Jem |l e when | was doing youth work
in the Cty of Philadel phia with an
organi zation called UWbEd. Jemlle
was first brought into governnent by
State Senator Sharif Street, who
al so worked closely with Council man
JimHarrity when he was Chief of
Staff over at State Senator Sheriff
Street. They were struck by his

intelligence as an 8th grader going
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2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
into the 9th grade.

And they said, well, | want
you to cone intern and work with us.
And | o and behol d, he becane a quick
| earner and becane really on top of
governnent work and so forth. And I
must say to you, he's one of the
nost intelligent young people |'ve
met ever in ny life.

So at the age of 18, we
brought himhere back to Gty
Counci| after working for two other
menbers. And thus far, we've put
toget her about a couple of bills,
maj or ones, ski masks, speed
cushions, and we also were able to
wor k cl osely on sone resol utions and
heari ngs and so forth.

Jem |l e has been a partner,
and what | say is good crine to the
Cty of Philadelphia with nme. And
we're going to mss himbecause ny
predecessor also found a way to | ove

him He's going to be working in
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2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
the Mayor's Ofice transitioning
starting next week in the
Legislative Affairs. So Jemlle
Duncan, today is his last day. |
don't expect himcom ng back to City
Counci | .

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  And |
just wanted to quickly acknow edge
you and say thank you, ny brother,
and thank you for your service to
the Gty of Phil adel phia and we | ook
forward to seeing all of the things
that you do. Well w shes and best
of luck. Congratul ations.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Congratul ati ons, young
man.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Thank
you, Council President.

| just wanted to make sure |
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2/ 8/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
told the Kensington Caucus as the
Chair of Public Health Conmttee
that | wll be working very closely
wth them so we have evi dence-based,
sensi bl e solutions to the probl ens
we are encountering, and that we do
It in an equitable and conpassionate
way. And | pledge to you that we
will bring your hearings up, the
Comm ttee hearings, and we will work
on it.

And | comrend all of you for
bei ng proactive. And I think as the
comuni ty has responded today by
sayi ng they've been given hope, so |
join themin saying | have hope and
| ook forward to working with all
of you and | ooking at this as a
public health epidem c so we can get
sone real solutions to resolve this
matter. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.
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Heari ng no nore speeches, |
think since |I've been -- since 2011
as a Forner State Representative
maki ng the transition to Gty
Council, I've been here since 2011,
this is probably the first time or
this is the first tine that |'ve
seen the whol e Council body pretty
much rally around supporting their
col | eagues in addressing the issue,
right, regardless if it's your
representative or not. And that's
the only way we're going to nove
this great Cty of Philadel phia
forward by working together.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
So | comend the spirit of
col | aborati on on addressing the
issue. | want to al so say because

we won't have an opportunity to see

this young | ady between now -- well,

you will get a chance to see her

bet ween now and next week, but
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bet ween now and next session of
Council, let's acknow edge --
because it's a mlestone -- the 40th
bi rt hday of our Mjority Leader
Kat herine G | nore Ri chardson.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It's a big deal. And | won't see
everybody before next Thursday, so
Happy Val entines Day, y'all.

Wth that being said, the
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Thomas for a notion to adjourn.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Council President. | echo your
sentinments with the Happy Birthday
as well as the Happy Val entine's
Day.

| nove that Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday, February
15, 2024 at 10:00 a.m pronptly.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and properly
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seconded that Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday, February
15, 2024 at 10: 00 a. m

Al in favor will signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and this Council
session i s adjourned.

(Stated Meeting adjourned at
11:32 a. m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evidence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographi c notes taken by
nme in the foregoing matter, and that this is

a correct transcript of the sane.

C\bm;___QQAAA___

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the same by any nmeans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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