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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Al right. G eetings
and good afternoon, everyone. |
now note that the hour has conme to
begi n today's heari ng.

Clerk, will you please
call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance w ||
pl ease indicate that you are
present when your nane is called?

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Present .

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber O Neil l.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Squil | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Present.

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber Philli ps.
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COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Landau.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Br ooks.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Chair
G I nore Richardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: | am present. Al so,
joining us today in chanbers is
Counci | menber M ke Driscoll and
al so Counci | mrenber and Majority
Wi p I sai ah Thomas. Thank you both
so nmuch for being here.

A quorum of the
commttee is present and the
hearing is now called to order.
This is the public hearing of the
Comm ttee on Law and Gover nnment
regardi ng Resol ution Nos. 241070
and 250970, and Bill Nos. 241056
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and 250651 and 250950.

Clerk, wll you please
read the titles of the bills and
resol utions.

THE CLERK: Resol ution
241070, proposing an anendnent to
t he Phil adel phia Honme Rul e Charter
to elimnate the requirenent that
City officers and enpl oyees resign
fromtheir Cty office or
enpl oynent before becom ng
candi dates for public office; and
providing for the subm ssion of the
amendnent of the el ectors of
Phi | adel phi a.

Bill No. 241056,
providing for the subm ssion to the
qualified electors of the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a of the proposal set
forth in a Resolution approved by
Counci | proposing an anendnent to
t he Phil adel phia Honme Rul e Charter
to elimnate the requirenent that

Cty officers and enpl oyees resign
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fromtheir Cty office or

enpl oynent before becom ng

candi dates for public office; and
aut hori zing the appropriate
officers to publish notice and to
make arrangenents for the speci al
el ection.

Resol uti on 250970,
proposi ng an anendnent to the
Phi | adel phi a Hone Rul e Charter
providing for this creation of the
Phi | adel phia Retirenent Savi ngs
Board; and providing for the
subm ssion of the proposed
amendnment to the el ectors of
Phi | adel phi a.

Bill No. 250950,
providing for the subm ssion to the
qualified electors of the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a of the proposal set
forth in a Resol ution approved by
Counci | proposing an anendnent to
t he Phil adel phia Honme Rul e Charter

relating to the creation of the
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Phi | adel phia Retirenent Savi ngs
Board; and authori zing and

di recting the appropriate officers
to publish notice and to nake
arrangenents for the speci al

el ecti on.

Bill No. 250651,
anending Title 19 ("Fi nance, Taxes
and Col | ections") of The
Phi | adel phi a Code to add a new
chapter, creating the Phil adel phia
Retirenment Savi ngs Program as an
aut omat ed savi ngs program for
certain enployees in the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, to establish the
Phi | adel phia Retirenent Savi ngs
Board, and to establish the
Retirement Savings Adm nistrative
Fund, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch.
Before | ask the Clerk to call the

first panel, 1'd like to recognize
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t he presence of our Council
Presi dent Kenyatta Johnson, who is
t he sponsor of legislation in this
comm ttee.

Counci | President
Johnson, 1'd like to recogni ze you
for remarks

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Madam Chair.

And | want to thank all
t he nmenbers who are present today.
And | just want to offer a brief
overview of a piece of |egislation
that 1've introduced in this
commttee, and it's known as the
auto-1RA I egislation, also known as
Phill ySaves, and ny office has been
wor ki ng and devel oping to expand
access to retirenent savings and
strengthen the financial future of
wor ki ng Phi | adel phi ans.

First, I want to thank
nmy col | eague Council man M ke

Driscoll for his collaboration wth
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my teamon this bill and his
| eadershi p. For those who do not
know, Councilmn M ke Driscoll
pl ayed a key role in advancing the
auto-1RA legislation at the state
| evel when he served in the Ceneral
Assenbly of Pennsyl vania, and that
wor k hel ped pave the way and
groundwork for where we are today
with the PhillySaves |egislation.

| also want to thank our
Mayor Cherell e Parker for also
hel ping lay the foundation for our
wor k today through our formation of
a cityw de task force that exam ned
the issue of the private sector
retirenment security in 2016. Today
we are here to hear testinony on a
package of bills which wll focus
on creating a Phil adel phia
Retirenment Savi ngs program and the
Phi | adel phia Retirenent Savi ngs
Board which will oversee the

program
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Currently across the
United States, 17 states have
passed auto-I1RA legislation and 14
states have prograns running. And
If PhillySaves is passed,

Phi | adel phi a has the opportunity to
be the first city to establish an
aut o-1 RA program  Phi | adel phi a
needs PhillySaves as over 200, 000
private sector workers in the city
do not have access to a retirenent
savi ngs program at work.

Wiile we are no | onger
the poorest big city in Amrerica,
our poverty rate -- let nme say that
again -- our poverty rate is still
an astonishing 20% Unfortunately,
the poverty rate for our ol der
popul ation is even higher at 23%
Because the nunber of ol der
residents living in poverty has
I ncreased, nore ol der
Phi | adel phi ans are being forced to

wor k past the age of 65 or return
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to the workforce after retiring.

W want to nmake sure we
are lifting all Phil adel phians out
of poverty, building generational
weal th and ensuring our seniors are
financially stable in retirenent.
PhillySaves is a long-term sol ution
to reducing the retirenment savings
gap and ensuring our residents are
able to retire confortably.
PhillySaves will be an opt-out
program for enpl oyees who work for
qgualified enpl oyers so enpl oyees
don't have to junp through hoops to
enroll in the program but can
easily opt out at any tine.

And |'mgoing to say
t hat agai n, enpl oyees do not have
to junp through hoops but nost
I nportantly, enployers have the
opportunity to provi de an
initiative and an opportunity for
I ndividuals to participate, but

al so enpl oyees have the opportunity
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to opt out at any tine.
Contributions will conme from
payrol | deductions at a default
contribution rate to be set by the
board, but enpl oyees can change
these rates at any tine.

This comes at no cost to
enpl oyers, whose only role is to
facilitate payroll deduction. And
i f enployers decide to offer their
own qualified retirenment plan, they
will no | onger have to offer
PhillySaves to their enployees.

The package of bills being heard
today al so includes a Charter
change that will create the

Phi | adel phia Retirenment Savi ngs
Board upon approval of the voters
in the May 2026 el ecti on.

My team has been neeting
Wi th various stakehol ders, such as
the Di verse Chanbers of Commerce
and AARP to informthis

| egislation. W are committed to
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mnimzing adm ni strative burdens
on enpl oyers that may arise from
this legislation as well as
educati ng enpl oyees on the
financial benefits this program
bri ngs.

| also want to thank
sone of our key partners who worked
with us on this initiative,
i ncl udi ng John Scott, Project
Director of Retirenent Savings at
the Pew Charitable Trust, who
conpl eted a report for Council on
retirenment savings in Philadel phia,
who is here today to testify as
well as representatives from AARP
who wi Il speak on their support for
Phi | | ySaves.

| amgrateful to those
who have engaged with ny team on
this legislation and those who are
here today, and |'m hopeful wth
t he passage of this |egislation we

can make Phil adel phia build a nore
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financially secure future for
t hensel ves.

And just on a personal
note, right, going off script, |
just renenber as a young nman a
menber | worked for, Council man
Curtis Jones, Jr. wth the
Phi | adel phia O d Conpany Store
under PCDC. And | renenber us
bei ng enpl oyers and organi zi ng and
working wwth PCDC for a variety of
di fferent prograns that could be
of fered to enpl oyees.

And so, if sonebody
really woul d have pulled ny
coattail during those tines -- when
you' re young, you think you'll Ilive
forever, there's another day, |
don't have to put any noney to the
side, I'"'mgoing to be okay, there's
al ways anot her day to nake a few
dollars, right. This is an
opportunity for us to educate

people froma financial literacy
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st andpoi nt, and al so not even
payi ng attention to individuals who
work in let's say our restaurant

I ndustries, right. And these are
peopl e that basically work off of
tips every single day but don't
have the ability to have a
retirenment savings, such as how we
all have pensions here, such as how
my children have | RA accounts
because we set themup early. But
there's other individuals who have
enpl oyers that do not provide that
type of service.

And so, this is
sonething that's mninum But at
the end of the day, we'll have
| ong-term productive support. And
so, | just want to say | ask for an
affirmative vote and to be
supportive of this legislation.

And ny teamis here to ask any
guestions, issues and/or concerns.

And | thank all the stakehol ders
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for participating.

Thank you very mnuch,
Madam Chai r.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so mnuch,
Council President. And thank you
for your robust work on this
Retirenment Security Initiative for
residents across the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.

The Chair would like to
recogni ze Counci |l menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Wel |, thank you, Madam Chair. And
t hank you, nenbers of the Law and
Government Commttee, for the
opportunity to offer sone brief
remarks on this |egislation.

Retirenment security has
been a personal priority for nme for
many years. And, President
Johnson, thank you for allow ng ne
to introduce this bill on your

behal f. Your team has been
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fabul ous in working on this
I nportant | egislation.

During ny tine in
Harri sburg, | sponsored and
advanced KeystoneSaves, the
statew de retirenent savings
proposal that passed the House this
year in 2025. That experience nade
cl ear how many workers across
Pennsyl vania and here in
Phi | adel phi a nove through their
entire careers wi thout access to a
sinple way to save for the future.

Phil | ySaves buil ds on
the sanme guiding principle. It
gi ves the nore than 200, 000 workers
in our city, who | ack a workpl ace
retirenment plan, a straightforward
payrol | deduction option that they
can take wwth themfromjob-to-job
It's portable. They can take it
Wi th them

This legislation foll ows

a successful approach used in other
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states. There is no cost to the
enpl oyers. |1'mgoing to say that
again. There is no cost to the
enpl oyers, no enpl oyer
contributions and no fiduciary
liability. The goal is to nake it
easy for enployees who want to save
and not burden enpl oyers who are
al ready managi ng their many
responsibilities.

| appreciate President
Johnson's office, their hard work,
their val uabl e i nprovenents to the
bill. The proposed anendnents
strengthen the conposition of the
board, add clearer fiduciary
protections, allow for a phased
rollout that reflects business size
and payroll systens, provide
flexibility to hire necessary staff
and clarify penalties and initial
program fundi ng. At every point,
the intention has been to keep the

program wor kabl e and accessi bl e
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whi | e expandi ng retirenent options
for the workers who need themthe
nost .

| want to thank the
Adm ni stration, AARP, Pew, our
smal | business partners and the
enpl oyers and enpl oyees who are
participating today. |'mproud to
support this effort and the
opportunity it creates to inprove
| ong-term financial security for
Phi | adel phi ans.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much, Council man Driscoll.
And thank you for your work too in
t he Pennsyl vani a General Assenbly
on retirenent security. W
appreci ate your continued service
here in Council on this issue.
Thank you both very, very nuch.

Clerk, will you please

call the first panel we have to
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testify on Resolution No. 250970
and Bill Nos. 250950 and 250651.

THE CLERK: WI I John
Scott, Rick Collins, Tiffany
Chavous and Patrick O Brien nake
their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
Wi t ness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you all so nuch
for being here. Please approach
the witness table. State your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

MR. COLLINS: Good
nmorning. M nane is R ck Collins.
|'"'ma volunteer with AARP,
Pennsyl vani a' s Phi | adel phia team
"' mjoined together today by
several fellow volunteers. During
the past five nonths, we have been
engaged in conversations wth
menbers of the City Council to

explore the creation of a cityw de
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retirenment savings programfor the
t housands of Phil adel phi ans who
currently |lack access to a

wor kpl ace retirenent savings

opti on.

At AARP we know t hat
wi t hout access to retirenent
savi ngs prograns at work, nearly
all workers fail to save. In fact,
AARP research shows that Anericans
are 15 tinmes nore likely to save
for retirenment when they are able
to do so at work. W call this
Wrk and Save.

Wor k and Save prograns
are designed to address the
retirenent savings gap using tools
such as payroll deduction that are
proven to work. This gels in
synergy with our own programto
support Soci al Security. So Soci al
Security plus a Wirk and Save
program coul d be the begi nni ng of

retirenent for thousands of
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Phi | adel phi ans.

Al'l Phi |l adel phi ans
deserve the opportunity to retire
with dignity and financi al
security. Yet the reality is
stark. About 208, 000
Phi | adel phi ans and private sector
wor kers | ack access to a workpl ace
retirenment program These workers
represent our neighbors, friends
and famly nenbers who face
difficult choices about their
future.

Ri si ng costs for
essentials |ike housing, health,
food and utilities nmake it even
nore chal | engi ng to hard-worKki ng
Phi | adel phi ans to set aside
savi ngs, |let alone decide when they
can afford to retire. As a
l'ifelong Phil adel phian, ny
vol unteer comm tnent to AARP
Pennsyl vania is rooted in the

desire to drive for neaningful
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change.

My background as a
mlitary retiree, as a veteran
advocate has shown ne the val ue of
secure retirenent benefits. Wile
my own life as a mlitary retiree
has a guaranteed, defined benefit,
nost Anmericans don't have that and
many Phi | adel phi ans don't have
t hat .

And so, in this piece we
want to endorse and want to thank
Chai rperson G | nore Richardson as
wel | as President Kenyatta Johnson
and speci al shout-out to Anthony
Phillips and Council man Squilla and
Counci | worman Bass for this
opportunity to talk about the sense
of security that PhillySaves woul d
provi de thousands of your
constituents.

|"'ma proud resident of
the 4th Councilmanic District and |

want to say that it's tine to
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ensure that every Phil adel phi an can
build a secure retirenent. It's
time for Philadelphia to |ead the
way. Along that Antrak corridor,
Del aware, Virginia, Pennsylvani a,
New Jersey, they all have
retirement prograns. |It's tinme for
PhillySaves to be part of that
group. Thank you very nuch.

MR, SCOIT: Good
af ternoon. Thank you, Counci l
Presi dent Johnson and Counci | nenber
Driscoll, for your |eadership on
this issue and thank you, Chair
Ri chardson and nenbers of the
commttee, for the opportunity to
testify.

My nanme is John Scott
and | direct the Retirenent Savi ngs
Project at the Pew Charitable
Trust. Pew is a non-partisan,
nonprofit public-policy
organi zation. | amtestifying

today in support of Council Bill
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250651, which woul d create the
Phi | adel phia Retirenent Savi ngs
program al so known as PhillySaves.

Phil | ySaves woul d nake
It easier for tens of thousands of
Phi | adel phia private sector workers
to save for retirenent. This
testinony is based on a report Pew
submtted to the Philadelphia Gty
Council in June. The Gty Council
requested Pew to assess what ot her
states and cities are doing in
terns of retirenent security and
recomend a programthat woul d be
best for Phil adel phi a.

I n general, enployers
are not required to offer a
retirement plan. And while many
smal | busi nesses want to provide
one, they often cannot afford to
provide retirenent benefits. As a
result, roughly half of working
Aneri cans do not have access to a

new wor kpl ace retirenent plan. W
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know t hat people are nuch nore
likely to save if they do so
t hrough payroll deduction. So a
| ack of access to workpl ace savi ngs
mechani sns greatly reduces total
savi ng.

| nsufficient savings
wi || have profound negative effects
on househol ds, the econony and
communi ties and we need to boost
savings in acity like nuch of the
nation that is getting older. An
August report by Pew s Phil adel phi a
Research and Policy Team found that
the nmedi an i ncone for ol der
househol ds i n Phil adel phia is
39,412, but ol der non-Hi spani c,
African Anerican househol ds had a
| ower nedi an i ncone of $30, 931.
And ol der househol ds at or bel ow
t hose nedi an i ncones are highly
reliant on Social Security and
retirenment savings.

Savi ngs options are
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avai |l abl e outside the workpl ace,

but the individual worker would
need to know what types of accounts
exi st, evaluate them nake
deci si ons about investnents and set
up recurring contributions.

Perhaps as a result, only 14% of
Aneri cans save for retirenent
out si de the workpl ace.

In the face of these
I ssues, states and cities are
addressing retirenent savings
shortfalls, focusing on three types
of prograns, automated savi ngs
prograns, also known as auto-I| RAs,
mul ti pl e enpl oyer plans, al so known
as MEPs and Mar ket pl aces.

Because of their
voluntary nature, neither MEPS nor
Mar ket pl aces have significantly
i ncreased the nunber of people
saving for retirenent. 17 states
and 2 cities adopted the auto-IRA
as of Septenber 2025. 11 of these
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prograns had anassed approxi mately
2.5 billion in savings across nore
than 1 mllion participants and
260, 000 enpl oyers.

In terns of what a
Phi | adel phi a aut o-1 RA program m ght
| ook 1i ke, approximately 208, 000
wor kers could be eligible for a
citywi de auto-|RA program
Addi ti onal uncovered workers coul d
be i ndependent contractors and
ot her non-traditional workers who
have very |low rates of access to a
retirenent plan, but such
non-traditional workers are
difficult to reach. W also
estimated that the cost of a
cityw de automated savi ngs program
to be roughly a little over $1
mllionin the first year and
$647,000 for the second and
subsequent years. W recommend the
auto-1 RA, as proposed in Counci l

Bill 25061, for the Gty of
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Phi | adel phi a because it best fits
four criteria:

One, any sol ution shoul d
aimto increase the retirenent
savi ngs by workers at scale. Bill
No. 250651 woul d extend coverage to
all private sector workers at
enpl oyers with one or nore
enpl oyees and non-traditional
wor kers |ike gig workers could self
enroll. Most inportantly, workers
woul d be automatically enrolled
wth the ability to opt out.

Two, the solution should
not conpete with the private
enpl oyer-sponsored retirenment
system Covered enpl oyers can
start their own retirenent plan at
any tinme and we are seeing an
Increase in retirenent plans when
states adopt these auto-IRA
pr ogr ans.

Three, any sol ution nust

be fiscally responsible. Under
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Phi |l | ySaves, an appoi nted board
provi des oversight, and through a
prudent biddi ng process, could
del egat e recor dkeepi ng and
I nvest nent managenent to outside
financial firnms. As the program
grows, programrevenue wll at
| east partially offset program
costs and partnering wth other
state auto-IRA prograns could
reduce costs and quickly inpl enent
t he program

Four, finally any
approach nmust be attractive to
smal | business. PhillySaves would
not charge a fee to enpl oyers, but
woul d require that enpl oyers deduct
payrol |l contributions if enployees
partici pate, sonething they do
al ready, and enpl oyers can adopt
their own retirenent plan at any
time,

For these reasons, Pew

supports Gty Council Bill 250651.
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Thank you again for this
opportunity to provide our views
and | ook forward to your

guesti ons.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nmuch for
your testinony.

Are there any questions
for the witnesses, nenbers of the
comm ttee?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Yeah, | have a question
just for the record.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Chair recogni zes
Counci | President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: Thank you very nuch.
Coul d you just clarify why |IRAs
have to be chosen by other states
running this programas a default
option to enroll enployees in?

MR SCOTT: |'msorry.

Counci |l President, why?
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Can you expl ain why Roth
| RA has to be chosen by ot her
states running this programas the
default option to enroll enpl oyees
In?

MR. SCOTT: That's a
great question. So you have
traditional | RAs where you put your
noney in and get a tax deduction
for that contribution. Then you
have Roth | RAs where the noney is
taxed before you put the noney in.
And really, every state program
offers both types of | RAs, but they
make the Roth IRA the default if
the participating enpl oyee doesn't
make any choice. And the reason
they've done that | think is
t wof ol d.

One, the tax deduction
that you get fromthe traditional
| RA isn't as appealing to enpl oyees

I n these prograns, many of whom
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don't have a federal incone tax
litability. But | think the nore
I nportant reason is that under a
Roth I RA, you can pull out your
contributions at any tinme wthout
taxes or penalty. And that's
appealing for a lot of workers who
soneti mes have fluctuations in the
wor k schedul e or they m ght have a
financial shock like a car repair.
They really don't have any ot her
savings. For many of these workers
in these prograns, this is really
the first opportunity to save
noney. So |ife happens and
sonetinmes they do need to pull that
noney out and the Roth IRAis
really the best vehicle to do that.
And we also find that these workers
keep saving even after they pull
t hat noney out.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | just wanted you to

clarify that question only because
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alot of tines, and | experienced
this early on as a young nman
working for the state for several
years and had to pull ny savings
out for closing costs for a hone,
and because it's not this
particular IRA, Roth IRA is not
taxable. | see it's nore
beneficial because sonetines life
shows up, right. And you have the
ability to pull your savings and
al so not be taxed on it as an added
benefit. And so, | just wanted to
clarify that just for the record.
MR SCOTT: And if |
could just add a little bit nore to
nmy answer. Having worked in the
retirenment industry, the one
guestion we always got from workers
was can | get ny noney if | need
it. And so, | think there's an
el ement of trust there, that |I'm
giving ny part of my paycheck over

to you and | want to trust that
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you're going to take care of it and
have access to it if | really need
it. And so, | think that's another
reason why they do that.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Wel |, John, I'mgoing to
personal ly just say thank you for
doi ng a deeper dive on this
| egislation with ny team | know
there's a I ot of tal k about
affordability now in our country,
and the prices of groceries are
going up and just life in general.

But the financi al
literacy around savi ngs and havi ng
the options to save | think is key
to that whol e equati on when we talk
about the issue of affordability.
So | just want to thank you for
taking tinme out of your schedul e,
for being here and the technical
assi stance that you have provided.
And M. Rick Collins as well, and |

know t he work that you do and AARP
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does as well, personally just thank
you as wel |l .

That's all | have, Madam
Chai r.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so mnuch,
Counci | President.

And thank you both for
your testinony. |If you two could
pl ease approach the wi tness table.
State your nanes for the record and
proceed wth your testinony.

(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

M5. CHAVOUS: Good
nmorning. M nane is Tiffany
Chavous. | amthe CEO of Sonerset
Acadeny Early Learning Center.
Thank you for the opportunity to
provi de testinony today regarding
the Council President and
Representative Driscoll's
| egislation for the creation of

Phil | ySaves, an autonated
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retirenent savings program

As an enployer that is
deeply commtted to the well-being
of our staff, | see the PhillySaves
program as a ganechanger,
especially for enployees in fields
i ke child care where wages often
make it difficult, if not
I npossi ble, to set aside savings
for the future.

These are individuals
who dedicate their days to
nurturing and educating our
chil dren, shaping the next
generation with patience,
conpassion and skill. Yet many of
them |l ack the access to even the
nost basic benefits, retirenent,
savings, in sone provider's
establishnments, health care and in
sone paid | eave.

For exanple, we'll nane
one of ny enployees Maria. She's
been with us for several years and
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she's one of the nost dedicated
educators |'ve ever net. She
arrives early, stays late and
treats every child as if they're
her own. But despite her

comm tnent, despite wanting to be
there, taking off little tine,
Maria doesn't really have access to
a retirenment plan. She's a single
nmom And after rent groceries and
child care for her own kids,
there's sinply nothing left to
save. Life, as they say, be
lifing. And she's not al one.

This is the reality for
so many in the early chil dhood
field. The truth is even as
enpl oyers we face real constraints.
Child care providers operate on a
razor-thin margi n. Rei nbursenent
rates for the public prograns don't
reflect, as we know, the true cost
of care, and we can't just raise

tuition for private-paying famlies
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wi t hout maki ng care unaffordabl e.
That neans offering conprehensive
benefits li ke retirenment plans or
health i nsurance is often out of
reach despite our best efforts.

No matter how nuch we
want to provide them a |ot of
times providers just don't have the
extra nmeans to do so. That's why
PhillySaves is so inportant. It
offers a sinple no-cost way for
enpl oyees to begin building
financial security. It's
automatic, portable and fl exible.

Enpl oyees can adj ust
their contributions or opt out
entirely. And for enployers like
me, it fills a critical gap. It
allows us to retain quality staff
I n an atnosphere and in a program
where a | ot of people are | eaving
because they just -- not that they
want to | eave, but they just don't

have prograns like this to be able
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to sustain their own househol ds.

We can finally offer a
meani ngf ul benefit w thout the
adm ni strative or financial burden
that typically cones with
retirenment plans with the
Phill ySaves program This is nore
than just a policy. It's a step
toward equity. It's a way to honor
t he peopl e who care for our
children, clean our buil dings,
serve our neals and keep our city
running. It's a way to reduce
poverty anong ol der residents and
build a nore stable, resilient
Phi | adel phi a.

PhillySaves is the kind
of smart, conpassionate policy that
hel ps take care of the people who
take care of us. Let's all nake
sure they have the tools they need
to build a future with dignity.
Thank you again for introducing

this. Thank you for thinking of
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smal | busi nesses, of peopl e that
may not al ways have the noney to
save. Thank you for allow ng ne
this tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you. Thank you
very much for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

MR. O BRIEN. Good
af t ernoon, distingui shed
Counci | menbers. | am Patrick
O Brien. |I'ma founding nenber of
t he Northeast Phil adel phia Snall
Busi ness Alliance. W are honored
to be asked to testify here today
concerning the proposed | egislative
matter.

The Al liance nenbership
i ncl udes over 1500 smal | busi nesses
representing less than 1 mllion in
annual revenue and | ess than 25

enpl oyees. These busi nesses are
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primarily in the 6th, 9th and 10th
Councilmanic Districts. The

Phi | adel phi a Chanber of Commerce
deens these businesses as mcro
busi nesses. M cro businesses are
of ten wonen- and m nority-owned
busi nesses. And unfortunately,
they're often overl ooked or ignored
in reference to the contribution to
the economc stability and their

| ocal communities.

These smal | busi nesses
frequently do not or cannot
participate in prograns that the
m d and | arge busi nesses have
access to, such as tax incentives,
heal th benefits, subsidies and
addi tional prograns and incentives.
Lack of access to these prograns
often result in small businesses
deciding on a priority-based nodel
how to be creative in offering
benefits and hybrid-type

conpensation nodels in order to
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attract and retain the best talent.

Qur research has
determ ned that approxi mately
200, 000 private sector workers,
about a third in Philadel phia, |ack
access to workplace retirenent
plans. This gap contributes to
seni or poverty, higher soci al
servi ce dependency and | ower
consuner spending. The PhillySaves
ains to strengthen small business,
enpl oyee, financial independence
and security, help small business
attract and retain talent and
pronote a stronger growth-oriented
city econony.

Aut o- I RA prograns |ike
Phi | | ySaves have al ready been
i npl enented in 14 states, with 4
addi ti onal states considering
prograns. This directly inpacts
Phi | adel phia smal | busi nesses to
recruit enpl oyees as nei ghboring

New Jersey and Del aware al ready
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of fered this program

New York City is the
only major nmunicipality that has a
mandat ed program at this tine.
These prograns have shown hi gh
participation rates, approximtely
70% and significant asset grow h,
2.5 billion. Conpared to
Mar ket pl ace or nultiple enpl oyer
pl an nodel s, auto-IRA offer,
sinplicity, scalability and no
enpl oyer costs.

Nor t heast Phi |l adel phi a
Smal | Business Alliance has
determ ned that the PhillySaves
program presents a major step
forward, reducing the city's
retirement savings gap. Pending
voter approval in My of 2026, this
initiative could possibly launch in
2027 providing portable, secured
retirement options for over 200, 000
wor kers as a part of an overall

revitalization effort. W predict
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that this programw |l inprove
| ong-term econom c stability across
Phi | adel phi a.

Nor t heast Phi |l adel phi a
Smal | Busi ness Alliance endorses
these efforts of the Council to
'aunch this initiative and wel cone
an opportunity to work with and
support Council in a grassroots
education initiative to include
conducting further research to
det erm ne whether to operate
standard loan or join a
Pennsyl vania or interstate
al l'i ance, devel opi ng outreach and
mar keti ng plans targeting snmall
busi nesses and | ow access workers,
and establishing a franework for
enforcenent and reporting
mechani snms. Thank you all for the
opportunity to participate in
today's hearing. | welcone any
guestions at this tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
both so nmuch for your testinony.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
(I naudible). Inprovise. There we
go. Thank you. Thank you, Madam
Chair.

| just wanted to say,
nunber one, | want to thank the
sponsor of the bill, our Council
President, for bringing forward
such a groundbreaki ng pi ece of
| egislation. This really has the
opportunity to be a ganechanger.
When we tal k about Phil adel phia and
our struggles and chall enges and we
know t hat we are anong the top |
t hi nk second now | argest big city
with a large population living in
poverty, this is the kind of
program and progranm ng that we
need to see to be able to change

t hat .
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When fol ks have the
opportunity to grow their wealth by
having a retirenent savings plan
that will allowthemto retire with
dignity in our communities, it
makes all the difference in the
worl d. And just to underscore,
there was a tine when you coul d
retire just on Social Security
al one and that day has cone and
gone. You just can't do it
anynore. You just cannot have the
| evel of financial independence
t hat anyone wants or needs to have
and be able to participate fully in
our society, in our city.

So | just really wanted
to say a big thank you to the
sponsor, Council President, and
also to all of ny coll eagues who
have been supportive of this
effort, which would affect, as it
was nentioned earlier, over 200, 000

Phi | adel phians. So again, this is
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a maj or ganechanger and |'mj ust
excited to be able to support these
pi eces of |egislation today.

Thank you, M. Pres --

t hank you, Madam Chair and
M. President.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so mnuch,
Counci | menber Bass.

The Chair now recogni zes
any other nenbers of the commttee
for remarks or questions?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Seei ng none, thank you
all so nmuch for your testinony and
thank you all for being here --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Madam Chair, | just
wanted to thank the two of you for
provi di ng your testinony as well as
Representati ve CEO of Sonerset
Acadeny. W appreciate you taking

time for being here today.
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MR OBREN Quite
wel cone.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so very nuch

|'d also like to
recogni ze that we received witten
testinony from Rob Dubow, Director
of Finance for the Cty of
Phi | adel phia and that testinony has
been di ssem nated to all nenbers of
the conmttee for the record for
t hese proceedi ngs.

Are there any further
W t nesses here to testify on Bill
No. 250651, Bill No. 250950 and
Resol uti on No. 2509707

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Seeing none, we
wi Il now proceed with Bill No.
241056 and Resol ution No. 241070.

And the Chair now

recogni zes Majority Whip Thomas for
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remar ks

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, Madam Chair. Good
af t ernoon, coll eagues, nenbers of
the coonmttee. Good afternoon to
the listening public. M nane is
Counci | menber |sai ah Thomas and |
am t he sponsor of the Resign-to-Run
| egi slation, which is Bill No.
241056 and Resol ution No. 241070.

| want to first start by
acknow edgi ng the anendnents on the
bill for the commttee nenbers.
When we originally introduced the
bill, we were |ooking to strike
Resign-to-Run. The bill was
i ntroduced over a year ago. So |
just want to remnd folks that this
bill was introduced over a year
ago. W' ve spent a year talking to
peopl e around the | egislation. And
based on that due diligence over
the | ast year, what we have done is

we' ve anended the bill to reflect
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the foll owi ng based on feedback
from nmenbers and st akehol ders.

Nunber one, the way the
bill has been anended, city-el ected
officials can only Resign-to-Run --
| nmean, can only keep their job to
run for state and federal seats.

If you're looking to run for a city
seat, you still have to resign. |If
you're a city enpl oyee, you still
have to resign, and you cannot
appear on the ballot tw ce.

So based on the
amendnents, | would not be able to
run for District Council person as
wel | as Council person At-I arge.
woul d not be able to keep ny seat
and run for mayor. And on top of
that, we also did not touch
anything with the Mayor's office.
So the Mayor's office, as it
relates to Resign-to-Run will stay
the exact sane way. It is based on

t he anendnents that's been
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circulated to nmenbers of this
comm ttee.

VWhat w ||l change in
Resign-to-Run will be that a city-
el ected official can run for a
state or federal seat and keep
their position. Anything besides
that, that city-elected official
woul d have to resign.

You're going to hear
testinmony in alittle bit fromthe
Board of Ethics. | want to say
t hank you to the Board of Ethics
for providing perspective as it
relates to this particular piece of
| egislation. | actually read the
testinony of the Board of Ethics,
and we agree with sone of the
testinmony there. So one of the
amendnents that's been circul ated
to menbers of this commttee is a
specific reflection of the ask of
the Board of Ethics that we change

t he | anguage on the ballot.
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So in our original
amendnment, we had it being read one
way. Based on | ooking at the
testinmony fromthe Board of Ethics,
we' re now changing that. So the
Board of Ethics said that we need
to look at the ballot question that
woul d be on the ballot in the
spring. And they said that they
believe it should be nore precise
and accurate and it should refer to
the el ected position as city-
el ected officials.

So we agree with the
Board of Ethics. And the nost
recent anmendnent that has been
circulated to nenbers of the
commttee specifically |ooks to
address that issue, and we want to
t hank the Board of Ethics for
providing their testinony.

| just want to cl ose out
by providing sone facts out of

respect for nmenbers of the

Page 52

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Law and Government

comm ttee because |'mnot on the
commttee. | did not ask a bunch
of people to cone down to testify
because | know that that can be a
little tinme-consumng for you all,
especially in the afternoon.

We had a | ong hearing
yesterday. W have a | ong hearing
tonmorrow. This is the life that we
signed up for. So out of respect
for your tinme, let nme just give you
sone facts about people who sone of
us we'll call friends and ot her
people we'll call coll eagues.

When you | ook at the
| ast mayors in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a, our current mayor,
Mayor Cherelle L. Parker, former
menber of City Council, the mayor
before that, Mayor Ji m Kenney,
former nenber of City Council, the
mayor before that, Mayor M chael
Nutter, former nenber of City

Council, the mayor before that,

Page 53

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Law and Government

Mayor John Street, forner nenber of
Gty Council, in the spirit of

Resi gn-to- Run, the purpose of the

| egi slation was to assure that you
see turnover and to assure that
peopl e when they're | ooking to run
for office, they have to resign.
They can't do bot h.

So think about the fact
that no nenber of Gty Council
since 1970, 75 years, no nenber of
Cty Council has resigned to run
for any other office but mayor. So
the spirit of Resign-to-Run wl|
remai n based on the anendnents that
we' ve produced, but based on what
we know about the bill and what is
done in the past. The only thing
menbers of Gty Council have
resigned to run for is mayor, and
that doesn't change. |f a nenber
of Gty Council wants to run for
mayor, they still have to Resign-

t o- Run.
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Now, the unfortunate
side of what we've seen over the
| ast 75 years is why it's been a
| ot of tal ented people that have
sat in this chanber, a |lot of them
before us and had this seat.
Nobody, not one nenber, has been
put in a position to be able to do
things that our state partners have
done.

So I'lIl start with one
of my nmentors and forner boss,
former City Controller Al an
But kovitz. A lot of people don't
realize Alan Butkovitz was a State
Rep before he becane City
Controller. He did not resign his
State Rep seat to run for Gty
Controller, and he was able to do
t hat .

State Rep Ahned Brown
recently ran for mayor. He did not
have to resign his job to do that.

State Senator Hardy WIlianms ran
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for mayor. He did not have to
resign his job to do that. Qur
Li eut enant Governor Austin Davis
was a State Rep. Austin Davis sat
In the House as a State Rep and he
kept his job as a State Rep, and he
ended up becoming the first Black
Li eut enant Governor in the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

| can go on and on and
on. | got four pages of exanples
li ke this, including our own
Counci | President, Council
Presi dent Kenyatta Johnson, who was
a State Rep and was able to keep
his job when he decided to run for
City Council. W can even | ook at
our nenbers of Congress. W
appreci ate Congressnman Evans on his
way out, he resigned fromhis job
but he had a choice. He could have
kept his job.

Congr essnman Br endan

Boyl e did not resign his job when
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he decided to run for State Rep.
And | can go on and on and on,
fol ks. | have notes, pages of
notes, including ny forner
col | eague behind nme, who actually
was a State Rep as well too who did
not have to resign his job to run
for City Council in an election.
Wth that being said,
col | eagues, | just want us to think
about how intelligent and tal ented
the nenbers of Cty Council are.
And when we think about
representation of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, especially in a
climate that we're in right now, |
think it's fair to put Gty
Counci | menbers in the exact sane
position as State Reps, State
Senators, nenbers of Congress and
other legislators to best represent
the Gty of Philadel phia and the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

"' mnot here to play

Page 57

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Law and Government

politics, but the reality is we
know we have sone very i nportant
and controversial elections that
are happening in 2026, 2028 as wel |
as 2030.

| think for the Gty of
Phi | adel phia to be best
represented, sone of ny coll eagues,
sone of the amazing people who do a
phenonenal job here in the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a shoul d be consi dered
for some of those seats.

Madam Chair, that is it.
| could probably go on for another
15 mnutes, but | respect the tine
of the nmenbers of this commttee
and | just want to nake sure that
we understand that this is
I nportant | egislation, not for the
present but for the future of our
city.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
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very much, Whip Thomas, for your
work on this legislation. | know
you' ve had a ton of conversations
over the last year and | appreciate
your work on this and the continued
part ner shi p.

Any ot her coments prior
to receiving testinony? The Chair
now recogni zes Counci | nenber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: |
didn't have a question, but | just
had a cooment. | wanted to thank
t he Council menber for his work on
this. And for ne, it's an issue of
consi stency across the board. So
there's one policy for city
| egi slators. There's another
policy for state and federal
| egi sl ators.

So | think if we just
have one policy across the board in
t he Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a,
ei ther everybody's doing the sane

thi ng or everybody's doing
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sonething different. |It's crazy
when everyone's doi ng sonet hi ng
di fferent because you have no i dea.

Peopl e ask nme all the
time, well, does that person have
to resign to run, does that person
have to stay. You know, people
just don't know because it's
clearly a different set of rules
for different legislators and it
just doesn't nmke any sense. So |
think that you bring a very
comonsense approach to just having
one policy across the board. So
t hank you.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, colleague. | appreciate
that and in a dreamworld, | would
have it that way. But this is
reflective on what peopl e asked
for. | personally think that you
shoul dn't have to resign to run for
anything, but this is a conprom se.

That's our life.
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And in order to put us
In a position to have | egislation
that | feel |ike everybody's
confortable voting for as well as
advocates in the public are
confortabl e supporting, this is
what | felt like is the conprom se
and it's the closest thing to
everybody being able to adhere to
the sanme rules. So | agree with
you 100% Thank you. | appreciate
you, coll eague.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
You're welcone. |It's a step in the
right direction towards having a
consi stent policy that nakes sense.

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:
Thank you, Madam Chair. Thank you,
col | eague. | appreciate you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so mnuch,

Counci | menber Bass. And agai n,
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t hank you, Council nenber Thonas,
for seeking to bring parity to this
conversati on.

So now, we will have the
Clerk call any wtnesses for Bill
No. 241056 and Resol uti on No.
241070.

THE CLERK: WI | Jordana
G eenwal d pl ease cone up to
testify.

(Wtness approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nmuch for
being here. Please state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

M5. GREENWALD: (Good
afternoon, Chair G| nore Richardson
and nenbers of the commttee. M
name is Jordana G eenwald. | am
general counsel for the
Phi | adel phi a Board of Ethics and |

t hank you for the opportunity to
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speak about this |egislation, which
woul d, as we've said, revise the
Resign-to-Run rule found at Section
10- 1075 of the Gty's Honme Rule
Charter.

Since its inception, the
Board of Ethics has adm ni stered
the rules of the Charter in the
Code that relate to ethics and
transparency, including the
political activity restrictions
that are found in that part of the
Charter. The Board has interpreted
parts of Section 10-107 through
Board Regul ation No. 8, and the
board and its staff are the sole
source of legally protective
gui dance on Section 10-107.

| personally have been
with the board since 2019. For
context, | provide a lot of the
training and advice on Section
10-107 and was involved in both

2019 and 2020 anendnents to
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Regul ati on 8.

So the proposed
| egislation -- and | appreciate the
sponsor's acknow edgenent of our
I nput and response to the input so
far. This would narrow the Resign-
to-Run restriction as it applies to
city-elected officers, and
specifically to allow city-el ected
officers, as | understand it not
just Council nenbers, to run for any
non-city office wthout resigning
their city position.

That woul d all ow certain
officers, other than the Mayor,
who's further restricted under
Section 3-400 of the Charter to run
for any state, federal or non-city
| ocal office in addition to running
for re-election.

The board and its staff
were not involved in the drafting
of the proposed | egislation or of

t he anendnents that have been
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i ntroduced at hearing. And | have
| don't think seen the nost recent
form of anendnents to the proposed
legislation. So | will do ny best
to keep up and conmment on what you
all are | ooking at w thout having

seen it.

W | earned of the
anmendnments on Monday and | do
really appreciate the efforts of
staff from Council nenber Thonas'
office to neet with us that
nmorning. But the reality is that
the board has not yet had the
opportunity to fully consider this
proposal. And | also note just as
a caveat the board didn't have a
chance to deliberate on the
testinmony that | submtted
yesterday, so | am presenting sort
of the prelimnary opinions of
staff nenbers and individual board
nmenbers as they were expressed to

ne.
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| wll also note that
the Board net at 1:00 p.m today
and did adopt | guess a resolution
essentially that they're just not
able to support the proposed
changes at this tinme. As you know,
the drafters of the Charter saw the
political activity restrictions in
10-107 as really a core val ue of
the new formof city governnent
that that Charter established. And
we believe that it really is
critical to take great care in
maki ng any changes to this
provi si on.

Wth that said, we also
recogni ze the val ue of assessing
how wel | the restrictions on
political activity are neeting the
needs of the city and of city
governnent and of city residents.
That assessnent shoul d be grounded
i n thorough research and

di scussion, and those efforts are
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really critical to making sure that
any changes that are nade are
effective, benefit the city as a
whol e and won't result in
uni nt ended consequences.

So while we haven't
really gotten to fully analyze the
anended proposal, we do have
several concerns about the
downstream effects of this. These
transparency and ethics | aws that
the board adm nisters were all
witten and drafted with the
prem se that nobody who is a city
enpl oyee or officer could run for
office. And as a result, even a
narrow change to Resign-to-Run
potentially affects not only the
other political activity rules, but
also the ability of the city's
Canpai gn Fi nance |aw, the Lobbying
| aw, the Pay-to-Play contracting
rules and the other ethics rules to

be a fully effective, because it
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just wasn't contenpl ated when those
rules were drafted and they were
tailored to the existing | andscape.

So sone of the resulting
I npacts, if this legislation noves
forward and the voters approve it,
m ght require a legislative fix or
even further Charter anendnents.
|"mnot sure that all of them can
be resol ved t hrough regul atory work
of the board.

So while we're still
evaluating the inpact, | wll give
you a coupl e of exanples of the
concerns. Under Section 10-1074,
as it was anended in 2020,

Regul ation 8, as you probably know
al l ows nost city enployees to

vol unteer in a non-nmanageri al,
non-fundrai sing role for non-Iocal
canpai gns. And under this proposed
| egi sl ation, we potentially are

| ooking at a situation where an

enpl oyee of the Adm nistration
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coul d be prohibited from

vol unteering for a Council nenber's
re-el ection canpai gn, but would not
be prohibited fromvolunteering for
t hat same Council nenber's canpai gn
for a statew de office such as
Gover nor.

|"mexcited to hear that
t he new anendnent seened to address
the concern about running for two
offices at once. | think even on a
statewi de | evel that's been
sonething that's been raised as a
concern, having fol ks running for
two offices at once.

But really where the
concerns lay in this area in terns
of the volunteering for canpaigns
I's around concerns about pressure
to either participate in the
canpai gns of sitting city
officials, which they couldn't
otherwise do if they're running for

re-election because that's a | ocal
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office, and also potentially a
chilling effect on their
wi |l lingness of city enployees to
participate in the canpai gns of
fol ks who are opponents to sitting
city officials for state or federal
office. | think we've addressed
t he sinul taneous el ection issue.

| think there are still
sonme concerns that we have around
canpai gn finance | aw because the
exi stence of nmultiple commttees
means that there are potenti al
pitfalls |I think both for
candi dates and for fol ks who are
participating on the political
activity side. But really, the end
of the day it's about the
opportunity for potenti al
circunvention of the city's
canpai gn finance | aws and
contribution limts and access to
the records, because the records

for state and federal canpaigns
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will not be sonmething that is filed
wi th the board.

We did have a concern.
It's alittle technical, but as |
poi nted out | think the way |
understand this to be drafted is
that any city-elected official
could run for state or federal
office. And as it is applied to
the Gty Conm ssioners, have sone
concerns that that could result in
I ncunbents who are unable to
supervi se el ecti ons because state
| aw requires themto step down from
that role as a Gty Conm ssioner if
they are running for office. So
that's not a | aw or change that the
city could effectuate, and we do
have sone concerns about that
pi ece.

In addition to sort of
t he downstream i ssues, we have sone
techni cal concerns about the

wording. It does sound |ike sone
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of that has changed. So again, |
can only speak to what | have.
What was shared with ne, the
| anguage seens to create separate
rules wthin 10-1075 for officers
and enpl oyees. And officers are
the ones for whomthe rules are
changi ng.

W have sone concerns
because the board's readi ng of
of ficers and enpl oyees appears in
several places in the Code and in
the board's regul ations, including
i n Regul ation No. 8, which
interprets other parts of 10-107.
And the way that the board
currently understands and the Law
Depart nent has approved our
under st andi ng of officers includes
far nore than just city-el ected
of ficials.

" mnot sure if that
| anguage has been adjusted in the

nmost recent amendments, but we
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certainly would want to nmake sure
that if the change is intended to
apply beyond city-el ected
officials, that that be nmade cl ear
both in the ballot question and in
t he | anguage of the Charter
amendnment itself.

| think it sounds like
Counci | menber Thomas' staff has
rewor ked sone of the | anguage in
t he ball ot question, which raised
sonme concerns for us around the
reference to | ocal -el ected
officials because that's also a
defined term and we appreciate that
responsi veness.

Al'l together | think
there may be other things that we
haven't yet identified. The board
has not spoken to sort of the
general idea of the |egislation.
Qur concerns are much nore
techni cal and we want to nmake sure

that we have a full understanding
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and a plan to address

| egislatively, if needed, any
downstream i npacts to nake sure we
can still carry out the purposes of
the other parts of the | aws we
adm ni ster.

It 1s our understanding
that if the commttee advances the
| egi sl ati on today, Council wll
vote on it before the board' s next
public neeting on Decenber 17. But
| want to make sure you under st and
that the board woul d --

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: | apol ogize. | didn't
hear that |ast part of what you.

M5. GREENWALD: Ch, |I'm
sorry. It's ny understanding
timng-wse that if this noves out
of commttee today, it would go to
Counci|l before the Board of Ethics
next neets publicly, their next
schedul ed public neeting on

Decenber 17. | don't have
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confirmation of the exact dates of
what the plan is for timng on
t his.

But | wanted to make
sure it was clear that while the
board isn't scheduled to neet until
Decenber 17th, they do wel cone the
opportunity to participate in
further discussion about this
| egi slation with Council nenbers and
staff.

And with that, | would
be happy to answer any questions
you may have and t hank you again
for taking up this inportant issue.
We | ook forward to working with
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very, very nuch for your testinony.
| wll recognize Council nenber
Thomas. But prior to doing that, |
just wanted to address a few things

that | heard in your testinony.
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You all are prepared as
a board that if this legislation
shoul d go before the voters, you
are prepared to give us a list of
your concerns in a format that is
easy for us to digest. And when |
say that, | nean | read your
testinony at m dni ght |ast night,
okay.

And so, in reading your
testinmony ny first thought process
was for all the legislation that
you referenced, give us the draft,
okay, so that way it addresses the
concerns that you notated in the
testinony, but also it gives you
all an opportunity to further
address it at the board neeting for
all the additional regulations in
t he subsections that you all
adm ni ster.

And so, the only thing
that | would request is if, based

on what your testinony stated, you
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said there were a nunber of areas
that you wanted to address, whet her
It be regulation, |egislation,
potential additional Charter
change, | would ask that you give
us what that list is and list it
out to say, this is an if-then.
Because this is not a situation
where we're not able to nake the
correction, we would technically be
changi ng one thing which would then
trigger, as you stated, a
downstream i npact on how ot her
areas of your regulations and code
Is stated for nenbers of Council
and for other elected officials.

| woul d ask that you
give us that |ist because that way
we can ensure that you know if this
| egi sl ati on comes out of conmmttee
and goes before the voters, that we
have everything that you all need
to ensure that it aligns with that

happening. But this is an if-then
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situation. So you understand what
" m sayi ng?

MS. GREENWALD:
Absolutely. And | think that's
exactly what we're trying to do and
what we tried to put together at a
very low |l evel as quickly as we
could. | think there are probably
t hi ngs we haven't even identified
yet. But, yes, absolutely happy to
try and provide a list of where we
see the potential issues that need
to be addressed.

Getting together drafts,
we don't have our own | egislative
staff, so getting together drafts
I's sonmething we can work on. It
doesn't happen as quickly for us as
it does for you all --

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: No, and that can
happen in consultation wth the
sponsor's office.

V5. GREENVWALD: Yes.
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: But |'mjust stating
that it's not as if there is not an
opportunity to nake this
correction. | think fromCouncil's
standpoint this is an opportunity
for parity for nenbers of Council,
the sanme way that nenbers of the
State House and al so federal -
el ected officials have the ability
to run for other offices wthout
havi ng to resign.

And so, seeking to |evel
the playing field, right, you just
need to |l et us know what you all
need to see additionally in order
for this to be done in a way that
happens in decency and in order and
we have enough tine to do that
ri ght now.

And | would ask that we
don't wait or belabor to do that
because the Primary is May 19th of

2026. And so, we have enough tine
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to have an additional hearing to
address any of those additional
concerns. But | don't think that
shoul d necessarily preclude us from
deli berating on this particul ar
| egi slation today. And | receive
everyt hing you say, okay, but I
don't think that that should
necessarily stop what we're seeking
to acconplish today, but that we
should commt to work with you all
to do everything that you have
st at ed.

M5. GREENWALD: And t hat
Is exactly what the board | think
I's hoping for, is that this is the
begi nni ng of a discussion and wants
to just ensure that that was
understood, that there are sort of
a broader ripple that conmes out
fromthis and that we want to be
part of the discussion and how to
address that appropriately.

Again, there's no
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statenent fromthe board at all on
whether this is the parity. The
reasons for it are not what the
board is addressing. They really
want to address the cooperative
process of noving forward to nake
sure that it all hashes out in a
way that doesn't have unint ended
consequences for other laws or for
the people who are hoping that this
wll bring parity. Because what we
don't want is for this to be passed
and then it to becone sonething
where there are unintended probl ens
or pitfalls for people who choose
to take advantage of it.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Received. No, |
received that very nuch so, nore
t han you probably understand. So
we want to ensure that you all
continue to work together after
today. And | even nmade a notation

here around the plain | anguage
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statenment as well .

W know t hat Counci |l man
Thomas' office updated the question
| anguage that you notated in your
testinony that will also
potentially spill over to the
preparation of the plain |anguage
statenent with Law. So |'m hopef ul
that we'll have that included as
wel | .

Ckay. Al right. Chair
now recogni zes Counci | man Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Madam Chair, first of all, thank
you for the opportunity and the
platform And honestly, you just
condensed ny remarks by about three
m nut es because everything you just
said, | agree with you 100% But |
think it's inportant that the Board
of Ethics hear it from ne.

So first and forenost, |
want to thank you for being here

and thank you to the entire Board
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of Ethics for the great work that
you do. | reach out to the Board
of Ethics often.

| also want to go on
record and apol ogize. This bill
was i ntroduced 370 days ago. Over
the last 370 days, |'ve had so many
conversations with so nany peopl e.
And, Madam Chair, | can assure you
that had | known that | should have
tal ked to the Board of Ethics, |
woul d have done it. That is ny
m stake. | apologize. | amnore
than willing to put that on the
record.

But at the same tine, |
di d not have the Board of Ethics
reach out to ne to say, hey,
Counci | man, you introduced Resign-
to- Run, can we have a conversation
about this legislation to see how
you feel about it and what
di rection you essentially plan on

going. So for ny part of that, |
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do apol ogi ze.

But | do want to comm t
to the nmenbers of this commttee as
well as to the nenbers of City
Council and all of those who are
interested in this legislation that
my door is open, ny office and ny
teamare very inclusive. As soon
as the Board of Ethics reached out
to us, we immedi ately noved things
and canceled things to be able to
have an energency neeti ng.

Once we listened to
concerns that we were able to
address, we addressed themri ght
away i n today's anmendnents. That
spirit wll not change if we are
fortunate enough to see the bill
voted out of commttee. And even
if the bill is passed off the
Council floor, I amcommtted to
working with the Board of Ethics as
wel | as other stakehol ders to nmake

sure that the concerns, sone that
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wer e communi cated today, sone that
may cone in the future are
addressed and there are not any
uni nt ended consequences. If we can
do sonething about it, |I'mnore
than willing to junp out and do
sonet hi ng about it.

But, Madam Chair, 'l
cl ose out by just repeating after
you. |If you could just give us a
list of every single thing that you
feel like we need to be thinking
about, what we shoul d be doi ng, how
we can do this and do it the right
way. | just want to close out by
sayi ng what Council nenber Bass
said, we just want to even the
playing field. That's it.

We have sone very
I nportant elections that are on the
horizon. And | think in order to
put Phil adel phia in a position to
have as best possible

representation, we should be able
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to choose fromas many phenonenal
peopl e as possible. So thank you.

Thank you to the entire
Board of Ethics. W are conmtted
to working with you if the nenbers
of this conmttee feel the ability
to pass this bill out of commttee
and nmenbers of Council vote for it.
Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very, very much. And so, we'll
| ook forward to ensuring that you
all are working together to receive
the Iist.

And you could just send
it to ny office and we'l |l
dissemnate it to all nenbers of
the coonmttee so that we have the
followup of that information as
wel | . Because one thing | wll
say, nobody wants to intentionally
get in trouble. That's not even a

t hi ng anynore --
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M5. GREENWALD: And we
don't want that either.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Al right. So
we want to get this straight on the
front end. GCkay. Al right.

Are there any further
gquestions for this wtness?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Okay. Seeing none, we
t hank you very nuch for your
testinmony and | ook forward to the
conti nued work. W appreciate you.
Thank you very, very nuch.

Are there any further
W t nesses on Resolution No. 241070,
on Bill No. 2410567?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Seei ng none, are there
any W tnesses here to provide
public comment ?

(No response.)
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COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. @G ven that
there are no further w tnesses, we
wi || conclude the public hearing
and nove into the public neeting.
W will now begin the public
meeting on the previously nentioned
bills.

Clerk, will you please
call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance --
pardon nme one nonent.

Ckay. Thank you.

Clerk, will you please call the
roll to take attendance. Menbers
that are in attendance will please
I ndi cate that you are present when
your nane is call ed.

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Present.

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber O Neil | .
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(No response.)

THE CLERK:

Counci | menmber Squi I | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Present .

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Present .

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber Landau.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Br ooks.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: | am present. Thank
you. A quorum of the commttee is
present.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Squilla for a notion
on the anmendnent to Resol ution No.

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Law and Government

241070.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| offer an anmendnent to
Resol uti on No. 241070. A copy of
t he anendnent has been circul ated
to all nenbers of the commttee.
nove that the anendnent to
Resol ution No. 241070 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The Chair notes for
the record that Council nenber Bass
seconds the notion. It has been
noved and properly seconded that
t he anmendnent to Resol ution No.
241070 be approved.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by stating
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
the notion carries.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Squilla for a notion
on Resolution No. 241070 as
amended.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Resol ution
No. 241070 as anended be reported
fromthis commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 241070 as anended be reported
fromthis commttee with a
favor abl e recommendati on.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by stating
aye.

(Aye.)

Page 91

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Law and Government

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
the notion carries. Pardon ne one
nmonent .

Thank you. It has been
noved and properly seconded that
Resol uti on No. 241070 as anended be
reported fromthis commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on. All
those in favor -- we already voted.
Thank you. M apologies. W'l
nove forward.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Squilla for a notion
on the anmendnent to Bill No.

241056.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| offer an anmendnent to
Bill No. 241056. A copy of the

anendnent has been circul ated to
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all menbers of the commttee. |
nove that the amendnent to Bill No.
241056 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The Chair notes for
t he record Council nenber Bass
seconds the notion.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
amendnment to Bill No. 241056 be
approved.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by stating
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
the anmendnent to Bill No. 241056
has been approved.

The Chair now recogni zes
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Council man Squilla for a notion on
Bill No. 241056 as anended.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
241056 as anended be reported from
this coomttee wwth a favorable
recomrendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first
reading of this bill at the next
session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by stating
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Any opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
the notion carries. Bill No.
241056 as anended will be reported

fromthis commttee with a
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favorabl e recommendation wth a
request that the rules of Council
be suspended to permt first
readi ng at the next session of
Counci | .

The Chair recogni zes
Council man Squilla for a notion on
t he amendnent to Resol ution No.
250970.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| offer an anendnent to
Resol uti on No. 250970. A copy of
t he amendnent has been circul at ed
to all nmenbers of the conmttee.
nove that the anmendnent to
Resol uti on No. 250970 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: The Chair notes for
the record that Council nenber Bass
seconds the notion. |t has been
noved and properly seconded that

t he anendnent to Resol uti on No.
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250970 be approved.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by stating
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
t he anmendnent to Resol ution No.
250970 has been approved.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Squilla for a notion
on Resolution No. 250970 as
amended.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Resol ution
No. 250970 as anended be reported
fromthis commttee with a
favorabl e recommendat i on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250970 as anended be reported
fromthis commttee with a
favor abl e recommendati on.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by stating
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
the notion carries. Resolution No.
250970 as anended will be reported
fromthis commttee with a
favorabl e reconmendati on.

The Chair now recogni zes
Councilman Squilla for a notion on
the anmendnent to Bill No. 250651.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| offer an anendnent to
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Bill No. 250651. A copy of the
amendnment is circulated to all
menbers of the commttee. | nove
that the amendnent to Bill No.
250651 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The Chair notes for
the record that Council nenber Bass
seconds the notion. It has been
noved and properly seconded that
the anmendnent to Bill No. 250651 be
approved.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by stating
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
t he anendnent to Bill No. 250651

has been approved.
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The Chair now recogni zes
Council man Squilla for a notion on
Bill No. 250651 as anended.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
250651 as anended be reported from
this commttee with a favorable
recomendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt the first
reading of this bill at the next
session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
250651 as anended be reported from
this commttee with a favorable
recomendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first
reading of this bill at the next

sessi on of Council.
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Committee on Law and Government

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by stating
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
the notion carries. Bill No.
250651 as anended wi ||l be reported
fromthis commttee with a
favorabl e recommendation wth a
request that the rules of Council
be suspended as to permt first
readi ng at the next session of
Counci | .

The Chair now recogni zes
Council man Squilla for a notion on
the amendnent to Bill No. 250950.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| offer the anmendnent to

Bill No. 250950. A copy of the
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Committee on Law and Government

amendnent is circulated to all
menbers of the commttee. | nove
that the amendnent Bill No. 250950
be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The Chair notes for
the record that Council nenber Bass
seconds the notion. It has been
noved and properly seconded that
the anmendnent to Bill No. 250950 be
approved.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by stating
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
the anmendnent to Bill No. 250950
has been approved.

The Chair now recogni zes
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Committee on Law and Government

Counci | menber Squilla for a notion
on Bill No. 250950 as anended.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
250950 as anended be reported from
this commttee wth your favorable
recomrendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt the first
reading of this bill at the next
session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
250950 as anended be reported from
this commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first
reading of this bill at the next
session of Council.

All those in favor of
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Committee on Law and Government

the notion wll signify by stating
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
the notion carries. Bill No.
250950 as anended will be reported
fromthis commttee with a
favorabl e recommendation with a
request that the rules of Council
be suspended as to permt first
readi ng at the next session of
Counci | .

There being no further
bills or resolutions on the agenda
this afternoon, this concludes the
busi ness before the Conmttee on
Law and Governnent today. Thank
you very nmuch for your attendance
and your participation.

(Commttee on Law and
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Committee on Law and Government

Gover nnent concluded at 2:24 p.m)
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